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24/03/2021WRA00100      Questions Nos. 1 to 8, inclusive, answered orally.

      Questions Nos. 9 to 41, inclusive, resubmitted. 

      Questions Nos. 42 to 49, inclusive, answered orally.

24/03/2021WRB00300Transport Infrastructure Provision

24/03/2021WRB0040050. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Transport the amount of funding expect-
ed to be invested in 2021 in walking and cycling infrastructure projects such as the Midleton-
to-Youghal greenway; if the timelines for development of such infrastructure will be impacted 
by Covid-19 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1739/21]

24/03/2021WRB00500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware the Programme 
for Government committed toward investing €1.8 billion in walking and cycling over the life-
time of this Government. I believe this investment will be hugely beneficial to our society, our 
health and our environment and it will support projects across the country, in both urban and 
rural Ireland, as this Government looks to fundamentally change the nature of transport in Ire-
land. 

In Budget 2021 we announced that €360 million was being allocated across Government to 
support walking and cycling this year. These allocations are being made available through my 
own Department’s expanded active travel and greenways programmes, as well as through other 
programmes such as the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, the Rural Regeneration 
and Development Fund and the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme. 

Among the major Active Travel projects scheduled for construction this year are the Clon-
tarf to City Centre route in Dublin, the Mahon to Marina Greenway in Cork, the Castletroy 
Greenway in Limerick, Parkmore Improvement Works in Galway and the Bilberry to City 
Centre route in Waterford.

In addition to those projects, the increased funding is being used to support an entirely new 
programme of works in rural local authorities which will establish a dedicated active travel 
funding programme for those local authorities outside the five cities. I understand that the Na-
tional Transport Authority will publish details of the projects to be funded during 2021under 
this programme very shortly. 

The increased funding is also being used to support local authorities in terms of ensuring 
they have the right type of skills and resources available to them to plan and deliver active 
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travel infrastructure. Furthermore, last week Minister Foley, Minister of State Naughton and I 
announced details of the new Safe Routes to School Programme that will support active travel 
improvements for schools up and down the country. This funding programme  will support 
children cycling, walking and scooting to primary and post-primary schools. The programme, 
which will cost circa €15m in 2021, was developed in response to ongoing issues of safety and 
congestion at school gates and on routes to school.

The Deputy is right to point out that the ongoing restrictions due to the current public health 
guidelines may potentially impact delivery this year. However, at this point it is still too early to 
say whether there will be a substantive impact by the time we come to the end of the year. I can 
assure him that I am well aware that this increased funding needs to be translated into delivery 
on the ground but I do believe we are on the right track. 

With regard to the Midleton - Youghal Greenway this was initially funded €8 million from 
the Department, equivalent to 60% of the estimated total cost. Following the impact of the pan-
demic on the income of local authorities, I increased funding of all the Greenway projects to 
100%; for this project funding has further increased due to some changes in specification and it 
is now funded to a total of €19.8 million. Indeed in November 2020 I announced an allocation 
of €63.5 million to greenways for 2021. This is the highest single year amount ever allocated 
to greenways. 

As the Deputy is also aware, quite significant amounts have been allocated to projects in 
Cork with funding of over €45m recently announced for sustainable transport projects includ-
ing cycling and walking infrastructure such as Dunkettle to Carrigtwohill €3.1m; Ballinacur-
ra to Midleton €1.325m; Cobh Ferry to Train Station €50,000 and Carrigtwohill to Midleton 
€100,000, this shows the commitment of Government to creating networks and building on the 
benefits of Greenways in terms of changing our options for travel from the car to walking and 
cycling.

I am advised by Cork County Council that, while construction of the Midleton-Youghal 
Greenway has been impacted by restrictions associated with the COVID pandemic, plans are 
being put in place for site works to resume shortly. Having regard to the delays experienced, 
the proposed revised completion date for the overall Greenway scheme is Q1 2023.  However 
there may be opportunities to open sections of the route to the public in advance of this date.

Questions Nos. 51 to 54, inclusive, answered orally.

24/03/2021WRB00700Road Network

24/03/2021WRB0080055. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the status of investment in 
major road infrastructure in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15539/21]

24/03/2021WRB00900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Responsibility of TII and the Depart-
ment

Firstly, I would like to explain that, once funding arrangements have been put in place 
through my Department, under the Roads Act 1993-2015, the planning, design and construction 
of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.

Overall, TII is responsible for the delivery of the National Roads Programme in accordance 
with Project Ireland 2040 and the National Development Plan (NDP).
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In that context, TII provides my Department with regular updates on its delivery of the Na-
tional Roads Programme. The following information is the most up to-date information avail-
able to me on TII’s delivery of projects in Cavan and Monaghan.

Background

Within the overall context of Project Ireland 2040, the NDP was developed to underpin 
the successful implementation of the National Planning Framework (NPF).  This provides the 
strategic and financial framework for the National Roads Programme for the period from 2018 
to 2027. The focus of TII’s activities is, accordingly, being directed towards the development 
of the major national road improvement schemes that are included in the NDP, along with the 
maintenance of the existing national road network.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to bring forward the review of the 
NDP from 2022 and to use the review to set out an updated NDP for the period out to 2030. The 
review of the NDP will be aligned with the National Planning Framework (NPF) and Project 
Ireland 2040.  Work is underway within my Department to contribute to this review. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to highlight that all projects, including those listed 
in the NDP or any revision to the NDP, require statutory approval and compliance with the 
Public Spending Code.

The three projects outlined below have been subject to pre-appraisal in compliance with 
the requirements of the Public Spending Code and Common Appraisal Framework. Following 
my Department’s Strategic Research and Analysis Division’s confirmation that the Project Ap-
praisal Proposals comply with the Public Spending Code and the Common Appraisal Frame-
work, the schemes have been included in a portfolio of projects to be progressed to Phases 1 to 
4 of Planning and Design.

N3 Virginia Bypass

The N3 Virginia Bypass is a 13km improvement scheme extending from the end of the ex-
isting N3 dual carriageway at the Cavan/Meath border to Lisgrey north of Virginia Town.

Current Status

Technical Advisors have been appointed to progress planning and design of the scheme 
and Phase 1 Concept and Feasibility was completed in Q4, 2019, and Phase 2 Option Selection 
commenced in Q1, 2020.  The public consultation on the scheme commenced on 11 November 
2020 and concluded on 15 January 2021. It is anticipated that the Emerging Preferred option 
will be established in Q3 2021. TII allocated €1 million to the project in 2021.

Benefits

- Support economic growth by increasing network capacity and reducing travel times be-
tween Dublin and the North-West;

- Improved road safety by reducing frequency and severity of collisions;

- Environmental improvements in noise, air and water quality for Virginia Town and Lough 
Ramor, which is a proposed Natural Heritage Area; and,

- Improved access to the National road network for the towns of Ballyjamesduff and Baili-
eborough.

N2 Ardee to south of Castleblayney and N2 Clontibret to the Border
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The N2 Ardee to south of Castleblayney scheme is a circa 32km improvement scheme lo-
cated on a Trans-European Comprehensive Network (TEN-T) route. The N2 Clontibret to the 
Border project is a circa 28km improvement scheme, also located on the same TEN-T route.

Current Status

Technical Service providers have been appointed to progress planning and design of both 
schemes. Currently the schemes are at the Option Selection stage and three Public Consulta-
tions have been carried out between June 2019 and October 2020. The Preferred Route Cor-
ridors and Option Selection Reports were published on 9th February 2021 and the Gate Review 
Statements requesting approval from TII to go to design and environmental evaluation for the 
two projects were submitted in February 2021. TII confirmed approval for both projects to 
proceed to phase 3 of the Project Management Guidelines. TII allocated €1.3 million to the N2 
Ardee to south of Castleblayney project and €1.2 million to the Clontibret to the Border project 
for 2021.

Benefits of both projects

- Improved Road Safety;

- Enhanced access between Dublin and the North-West region;

- Reduced travel costs;

- Encourage economic activity; and

- Improve road based public transport.

Timing and Funding of projects

The progression of these three schemes is dependent on funding availability. 

The timeframe for delivery of any major or minor works/projects that require statutory ap-
proval, whether for Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) or Compulsory Purchase 
Order (CPO), or both, is between 8 to 13 years. 

The current estimate for the projects proceeding to construction, providing they gain the 
required statutory approvals, is:

- 2029 – N3 Virginia Bypass;

- 2025 – N2 Ardee to Castleblayney;

- 2028 – N2 Clontibret to the Border.

As the projects are in the early stage of planning, it is not yet possible to provide an accurate 
estimate of the total cost. The estimated cost cannot be finalised until a project reaches the Busi-
ness Case Stage of the process.

24/03/2021WRB01000Bus Services

24/03/2021WRB0110056. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the progress of the BusCon-
nects network redesign. [12983/21]

24/03/2021WRB0120063. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the costs to date of the 
BusConnects project; when proposed route changes to the network will be implemented in the 
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Dún Laoghaire area of County Dublin; if the promised increase in services across the city of 
23% will see an actual 23% increase in bus fleet numbers; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15581/21]

24/03/2021WRB01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 56 and 
63 together.

BusConnects Dublin is a transformational programme of investment in both active travel 
and bus which will benefit generations of Dubliners and visitors alike. 

As the Deputies are aware BusConnects Dublin comprises a number of different elements. 
The two most well-known are the Core Bus Corridors, which relates to the infrastructure, and 
the Network Redesign, which relates to the services. However, there is also a host of other ele-
ments to the programme such as a move to zero-emission fleet, a new ticketing system, a new 
bus livery and new bus stops and shelters. 

Development of the programme has been subject to extensive non-statutory public consulta-
tion in recent years, while the planning and design of the necessary infrastructure has also been 
subject to extensive work and engagement with local communities. The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has recently published details of expenditure on the programme since 2018 
on its website. 

Last year the National Transport Authority published its final proposed Dublin Area Bus 
Network which concludes the consultation process in relation to the Network Redesign and 
there was also a final round of consultations held on the Core Bus Corridors. 

This preparatory work has informed the development of the Preliminary Business Case 
which, under the Public Spending Code, must be submitted to Government as Decision Gate 
1: Approval In Principle. Government approval will allow the programme move toward imple-
mentation, whether that is roll-out of the new network or an application to An Bord Pleanála in 
relation to the necessary infrastructure. 

Implementation generally will follow a phased approach both in terms of the roll-out of the 
new network of services and the construction of the new infrastructure. Once the preliminary 
Business Case is approved by Government, it is hoped to begin roll-out of the new network this 
year with the remaining phases to be completed over the 2022 to 2024 period. I am informed 
that the Dún Laoghaire area will see its roll-out commence in mid-2023 with the ‘E Spine’ and 
continue into 2024 with regard to the ‘B-Spine’ and related routes.

In relation to the fleet increases proposed, I am informed that the overall fleet size will in-
crease by around 20% while services overall are estimated to increase by around 23%. This dif-
ference is due to the fact that some of these service increases can be facilitated by using existing 
fleet on off-peak or weekend expanded services.

24/03/2021WRB01400Electric Vehicles

24/03/2021WRB0150057. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Transport if he will take steps to accel-
erate the roll-out of the promised enhanced electric vehicle charging network. [1494/21]

24/03/2021WRB0160081. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Transport the number of electric ve-
hicle stations installed across the country by local authority since August 2019, when his prede-
cessor launched the five-year plan for increasing public electric vehicle charging points; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13106/21]



Questions - Written Answers

6

24/03/2021WRB01700115. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport his plans to increase 
the availability of public fast charging points for electric cars on all national roads, including in 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1820/21]

24/03/2021WRB01800305. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the progress made in the 
installation of electric vehicle charging points throughout Ireland; the target for the number of 
charging points to be installed in 2021; the number installed to date in 2021; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14630/21]

24/03/2021WRB01900352. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the steps he has taken to 
ensure that owners of apartments will be permitted to install electric vehicle chargers in their 
parking spaces at their own cost; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14559/21]

24/03/2021WRB02000357. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Transport if he will take steps to en-
courage the motor industry to accelerate its roll-out of the promised enhanced electric vehicle 
charging network and require it to report quarterly on the scale of the network it is supporting. 
[1502/21]

24/03/2021WRB02100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 57, 81, 
115, 305, 352 and 357 together.

The Government’s policy regarding the increased use of Electric Vehicles (EVs) is primarily 
driven by the Climate Action Plan which sets a target of 936,000 EVs by 2030. 

To support this EV transition, a network of 690 publicly accessible charge points is already 
available including circa 100 fast chargers, which are mainly found on national routes. The 
majority of these chargers have been rolled out by the ESB through its eCars programme, with 
some public chargers being provided by local authorities, retail outlets and private companies. 

The Climate Action Fund (CAF) has also allocated up to €10 million to a project from ESB 
eCars that will further enhance its current network and complete a nationwide EV charging net-
work capable of facilitating large-scale electric vehicle uptake over the next decade. In addition 
to the CAF project, the Government is also providing support for home charging and on-street 
charging. 

The Climate Action Fund/eCars investment alone will result in: 

- 90 additional high power chargers, each capable of charging two vehicles 

- 52 additional fast chargers, which may replace existing standard chargers 

- 264 replacement standard chargers with more modern technology and with each consisting 
of two charge points 

The project is due to be completed in 2022.   

Further details on ESB charge points nationwide can be found at https://esb.ie/ecars/charge-
point-map and further details on this project can be found at https://esb.ie/ecars/our-network/
network-upgrades.

While several private operators such as Tesla, Ionity & EasyGO are involved in providing 
charging infrastructure, my Department does not hold information on the location of charging 
infrastructure which has been installed without government support.  I am aware, however, that 
ESB has partnered with Tesco Ireland to install 22kW Standard AC Chargers at 33 Tesco loca-
tions around the country in the last number of months. More than 50 of these are planned in 
total. 



24 March 2021

7

Home charging is considered the primary method of charging for the majority of EVs in 
Ireland and is a convenient, cost effective and environmentally-friendly means of charging, es-
pecially when using night-rate electricity. It accounts for circa 80% of EV charging sessions and 
will continue to be the primary method of charging in the future. The EV Home Charger Grant 
Scheme has been in operation since January 2018 to support the installation of home chargers 
for purchasers of new and second-hand BEVs and PHEVs.  The grant provides generous sup-
port towards the full cost of installation of a home charger, up to a maximum of €600.  

Currently, work is being progressed to expand the EV Home Charger Grant to include shared 
parking (e.g. in apartment blocks). There are a number of complex planning issues to address 
to expand the grant in this way and the Department and the SEAI are working to address the 
issues involved.  

On new builds, it should be noted that the EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
requires member states to ensure that appropriate infrastructure is installed in all new residen-
tial and non-residential buildings, as well as those buildings with more than ten car parking 
spaces. This is currently being transposed into Irish law. 

The Public Charge Point Scheme has been in place since September 2019 and will continue 
to be available during 2021 to provide local authorities with a grant of up to €5,000 per charger 
to support the development of on-street public chargers. The primary focus of this scheme is to 
provide support for the installation of infrastructure that can facilitate owners of electric vehi-
cles (EVs), who do not have access to a private parking space but rely on parking their vehicles 
in public places near their homes, to charge their EVs. To date no chargers have been installed 
by local authorities under the scheme. The SEAI has, however, received requests from 13 lo-
cal authorities for applications under the scheme and two completed applications from Louth 
County Council and Dublin City Council to install a total of 29 charge points within their ad-
ministrative areas. These applications are currently being assessed for approval.  

My Department is working closely with key stakeholders, including local government, to 
ensure electric vehicle charging infrastructure stays ahead of demand. This includes helping 
to develop appropriate guidance for local authorities to facilitate the expansion of the national 
public charging network using the supports available. I would also note that the four Dublin lo-
cal authorities are currently examining a combined approach to developing a network of charg-
ing infrastructure across the metropolitan area. 

Furthermore, my Department is making €2 million available this year through the SEAI to 
support the installation of destination charge points in locations such as hotels and shopping 
centres. This new initiative will help provide another critical link in the overall network for 
public charging. My Department is working closely with the SEAI and other stakeholders to 
develop a scheme, which is envisaged to open for applications later this year. 

Finally, the Deputies will be aware that the Programme for Government published in June 
last year, commits to publishing an electric vehicle infrastructure strategy. Once completed, 
the strategy will provide a key framework for ensuring sufficient infrastructure to keep ahead 
of demand. I expect the strategy to be completed and published later this year.

24/03/2021WRB02200Driver Test

24/03/2021WRB0230058. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the progress his Department 
has made with the Road Safety Authority to provide an online facility for the driver theory test; 
the timeline before proposals on same are examined by his Department; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [15602/21]

24/03/2021WRB02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
current public health emergency has had a profoundly disruptive effect on the learning and 
testing system in this country. I can assure the Deputy that the Department is very aware of 
the challenges facing the RSA as they work hard to further manage the backlog in the Driver 
Theory Testing Service.

The Driver Theory Test has not been deemed to be an essential service under Level 5.  
Therefore, the service is closed while Level 5 restrictions remain in place. 

My Department had previously requested that the RSA, as the body legally responsible for 
the driver theory test, examine whether theory tests can be taken on-line remotely and what is 
required to do so.  

Acting on this request, the Driver Theory Test service launched a pilot phase of a new initia-
tive, offering a Remote Testing service for specific categories of Theory Test (C, D, CD, BMT, 
TMT, ADI, CPCB, CPCT). This was trialled during December and January. 

The pilot phase is now being evaluated with a view to extending the online service to all test 
types during 2021. However, this expansion of services will take some time. Operational, tech-
nical, logistical and contractual issues will have to be addressed prior to roll out of the service 
and it is expected to be at least the end of Quarter Two before the RSA are in a position to offer 
the service for all test categories.

As remote testing facilitates additional capacity whilst also enabling the service to continue 
in the event of further lockdowns, it would be expected this would greatly help in returning the 
service to normal waiting times over the second half of this year.

In addition to the remote testing initiative, the RSA is engaging with its service provider to 
examine ways of increasing the number of tests within the current health constraints for when 
services resume. In this regard, the aim is to double capacity at test centres over a three-month 
period. Subject to decisions on future Covid 19 restrictions, this will mean that additional ca-
pacity would be made available in April, May and June 2021.

Normal capacity before the pandemic was approximately 15,000 tests per month.  When the 
service reopened in July 2020, this was increased to 25,000 to deal with the backlog which had 
developed by that point.  Based on the capacity of 25,000 tests per month, the aim is to provide 
an additional 25,000 tests per month on top of this for the first 3 months of reopening, or a total 
of 75,000 extra test appointments over the three-month period. This would make substantial 
inroads into numbers waiting over that time period.

The Department has been in discussions with the RSA on how to return to the normal target 
for the maximum waiting time. It will not be possible to arrive at this quickly, given restraints 
which must be in place due to the pandemic. 

 It is important to recognise that there are no quick fixes and that the continuing build-up of 
applications as the pandemic goes on means that it will take time to return to a normal waiting 
time. It is also important to emphasise that the review of Level 5 restrictions, which are current-
ly due to expire on the 05 April, will impact on how quickly the backlog plan can be delivered.

24/03/2021WRB02500Driver Test
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24/03/2021WRB0260059. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport his plans to address the 
issue of long wait times for driver test dates due to the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15528/21]

24/03/2021WRB02700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
current public health emergency has had a profoundly disruptive effect on the driver learning 
and testing system in this country. I can assure the Deputy that my officials and I are very aware 
of the challenges facing the RSA as they work hard to further manage the backlog in the Driver 
Testing Service and we continue to monitor the situation and work with the Authority.

RSA driver testers are undertaking driving tests in extraordinarily difficult conditions in the 
current Covid19 environment. The driving test is conducted in an enclosed space for a period 
of over 15 minutes, where physical distancing is not possible. 

Given the significant risk to testers when conducting a driving test, Government has deemed 
that the driver testing service should be available ONLY for those involved in essential work 
under Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions.  The Road Safety Authority offers driving tests to those 
who can produce evidence that they are an essential worker, in accordance with Government 
definitions.  No exceptions can be made.

My Department is liaising with the RSA on an ongoing basis to help the service meet the 
growing demand for tests within the current public health situation.  An additional 40 driver 
testers have been authorised by my Department along with 36 approved for retention or rehire 
in 2020. Recruitment has commenced and a panel will be formed. However, hiring of testers 
requires advertising, selecting candidates and training. Newly hired testers require 7 weeks of 
training in order to be ready. Training is given by experienced testers, so while new hires are 
in training the capacity of the service is reduced.  We will continue to work with the Authority 
and monitor progress and we will consider whether additional recruitment is required as tests 
are resumed generally.

The provision of extra testers will not on its own suffice to address the problem.  One of 
the difficulties is with the capacity of test centres themselves, given limits on throughput due to 
Covid restrictions.

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased or not. When the service resumed in 
June 2020, testers were conducting 5 tests each per day, as against 8 before the pandemic.  This 
increased to 6 tests from 14 September. The RSA is looking to increase the number of tests to 7 
per tester per day as well as extending operating hours when restrictions are lifted. Any decision 
on this matter will be guided by health protocols.

Waiting times have increased significantly and while this is not acceptable, we have to be 
realistic.  There are no easy fixes, and it will take time to work through the backlog and bring the 
numbers down.  Until Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions have been eased, no progress can be made 
on addressing the backlog. However, the Road Safety Authority has plans in place for when the 
service is allowed to resume for all learner permit holders to be tested at the earliest possible 
date, and a gradual return of driving test times to their pre-Covid levels.

24/03/2021WRC00200Light Rail Projects

24/03/2021WRC0030060. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider the 
proposed extension of MetroLink from St. Stephen’s Green to south-west Dublin and UCD as 
originally agreed rather than having it terminate north of Beechwood, in Ranelagh; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [14731/21]

24/03/2021WRC00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware, Transport In-
frastructure Ireland and the National Transport Authority published their “Preferred Route” 
proposals for MetroLink, extending from Swords to Charlemont, in 2019 for public review and 
feedback.  

Since that publication, work has continued to finalise the technical design, undertake the 
necessary surveys and investigations and prepare the necessary documentation required to sup-
port a planning consent application for the project.

The Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area was adopted in early 2016 and, in ac-
cordance with the applicable legislation, is required to be reviewed every six years, meaning 
that a review must to be completed by early 2022.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has 
commenced this exercise and it is expected to be fully concluded during the next 12 months.  
The review will consider current and future needs of the region, and the appropriate transport 
provision to serve future travel demand throughout the Greater Dublin Area including the south 
and south west corridors into Dublin.  

The examination of a possible metro system extension to Rathfarnham / Knocklyon forms 
one of the work streams relating to the updating of the transport strategy.  Initial assessment 
work on this potential metro extension has commenced and the study will be completed dur-
ing the coming months.  In addition, an assessment will also be undertaken of the case for an 
alternative metro extension in the south east sector, potentially serving UCD and Sandyford.  

The NTA intends that both of those studies will be released as background reports to ac-
company the draft transport strategy when it is published for public consultation later this year.  
This will provide the opportunity for members of the public and interested parties to review 
and provide their views on these studies and their implications for the draft transport strategy.

Question No. 61 answered with Question No. 53.

24/03/2021WRC00600Public Transport

24/03/2021WRC0070062. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of negotiations to 
expand rural public transport capacity in 2021. [44384/20]

24/03/2021WRC00800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  

From a policy perspective, there is a need for a fundamental change in the nature of trans-
port in Ireland and the Programme for Government, ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to making 
public transport and active travel better and more accessible.

The Deputy will probably be aware that my Department has already been undertaking a 
review of sustainable mobility policy, which incorporates a review of public transport in rural 
areas. In this context the Department held a public consultation process between November 
2019 and February 2020, and included a stakeholder event in the course of that consultation. 
Over 250 submissions were received as part of this public consultation process and I published 
a report of the public consultation. 

I intend to develop a new policy framework for the next 10 years that can provide a strate-
gic backdrop to the increased investment planned by this Government across the sustainable 
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mobility programme. The new policy statement will be informed by the review of the previous 
policy framework (known as Smarter Travel), submissions received during my Department’s 
consultation process and the views and recommendations of other relevant stakeholders. It will 
provide a platform to advance the ambitions of the Programme for Government in the area 
of sustainable mobility, including active travel, and will replace the previous Smarter Travel 
policy, dating from 2009. 

Our Programme for Government commitments in relation to public transport in rural areas 
will be progressed in the context of that new policy statement. Among the measures we will 
prioritise is a Sustainable Rural Mobility Plan to ensure settlements over a certain size can con-
nect to the national public transport system, expanding the Local Link rural transport service 
and prioritising public transport projects that enhance regional and rural connectivity. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally.  The NTA also has responsibility for local 
and rural transport, including the management of Local Link services. The NTA has undertaken 
a nationwide study to inform its approach to rolling out improved public transport across the 
country (excluding the GDA, Regional Cities and Large Towns) by providing better connec-
tions between villages and towns by linking them with an enhanced regional network connect-
ing cities and regional centres nationwide.

Arising from this study, I am advised that the NTA has now completed the first phase of 
consultation on its proposals, titled ‘Connecting Ireland’, with all Local Authorities and is now 
engaging with Regional Authorities and other key stakeholders. This will be followed by a 
wider public consultation in Q3 2021  prior to finalisation of the proposals by the NTA and 
submission to my Department.

  Question No. 63 answered with Question No. 56.

24/03/2021WRC01000Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRC0110064. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Transport when he will initiate 
negotiations with the UK on a formal licence exchange agreement; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44806/20]

24/03/2021WRC01200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): A 
driving licence exchange agreement is now in place between Ireland and the United Kingdom. 
The Road Traffic (Recognition of Driving Licences) (United Kingdom) Order 2020 (S.I. 683 of 
2020), made under section 23A of the Road Traffic Act 1961, was signed on 22 December 2020 
and came into force at 11pm on 31 December 2020 (the end of the transition period). 

The agreement recognises UK (including NI) issued driving licences for exchange purposes.

24/03/2021WRC01300Rail Network

24/03/2021WRC0140065. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport his plans to expand the 
passenger and freight rail network here, including the Navan rail line and the western rail cor-
ridor, given 2021 is the European Year of Rail; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15576/21]

24/03/2021WRC01500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Programme for Government – Our 
Shared Future sets out a very clear vision to fundamentally change the nature of transport in 
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Ireland and I believe that rail has a role to play in achieving that change.

The Deputy is right to highlight that 2021 has been designated by the European Union as 
the Year of Rail and I believe that this Government is demonstrating its commitment to that 
designation in a number of different ways.

First and foremost, there is the investment planned in improving rail infrastructure and 
services. In this year’s Budget I secured additional funding to allow for track improvements on 
the Dublin – Cork line and to accelerate the lift / escalator replacement programme, which im-
proves the accessibility of the network generally and particularly for those with reduced mobil-
ity. Throughout the year, construction will continue on the new National Train Control Centre, 
as well as the 41 additional rail carriages ordered for the commuter rail fleet, while it is expected 
that the City Centre Resignalling Project will be completed this year too. 

I also expect to bring to bring the DART+ Preliminary Business Case to Government for 
its approval under the Public Spending Code. This will be the largest ever investment in the 
network in the history of the State and can potentially transform rail services across the Greater 
Dublin Area, including along the Dunboyne line in Meath. In recent weeks the Deputy will have 
seen funding announced to support works at Ceannt Station in Galway, as well as Oranmore 
which complement the announcements made last year in relation to Waterford station and there 
are also improvements planned for Colbert Station in Limerick.  

These investments are all in addition to the approximately €202 million of investment that 
will occur this year in the protection and renewal of the network as part of the €1billion 5-year 
Infrastructure Manager Multi-Annual Contract and which increases service reliability and 
punctuality, improves journey times and ensures continued safety of rail services. 

Secondly, there is a need to continue to plan for the future and again this year will see 
significant progress. At a national level, we will shortly launch a Strategic Rail Review which 
will examine all aspects of inter-urban and inter-regional rail on the island of Ireland. This re-
view will consider the potential for high-higher speed and will also examine the potential for 
increased rail freight on the network. At a regional level, there is work underway in both the 
Limerick-Shannon metropolitan area and the Greater Dublin Area to develop a new transport 
strategy in the first instance and review the existing strategy in the second. This review in the 
Greater Dublin Area will allow for a reconsideration of the potential of a Navan rail link and 
I have no doubt the Deputy will welcome the review and the consultation planned for later in 
the year. 

I am looking forward to participating in the European Year of Rail 2021, and any associated 
events, as we seek to improve and develop the rail infrastructure and service offering for our 
citizens.

24/03/2021WRC01600Bus Services

24/03/2021WRC0170066. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Transport the level of fines imposed on 
Dublin Bus and a company (details supplied) for non-compliance with timing on routes for the 
previous 12 months; if these fines relate to the bus being late, being early or not showing; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15583/21]

24/03/2021WRC01800103. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Transport the reason Dublin Bus has been 
instructed to lay vehicles over at certain points in the city; if this practice is the result of instruc-
tions from the NTA; if the agency is monitoring the effect this is having in delaying passenger 
journeys; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15582/21]
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24/03/2021WRC01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 66 and 
103 together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.

The issues raised are matters for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction 
with the relevant bus operators.  Therefore, I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the NTA 
for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten 
working days.

24/03/2021WRC02000Rail Network

24/03/2021WRC0210067. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Transport his plans to enhance commuter 
rail services in Cork owing to the contribution that rail transport can make to meeting climate 
change obligations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1738/21]

24/03/2021WRC02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Decarbonisation of our society and econ-
omy is obviously a key policy priority for Government and transport has a significant role to 
play in that regard.

An important part of that role is the expansion of sustainable mobility options in our major 
urban centres and across the country to enable people to make the switch toward more sustain-
able transport modes – active travel, bus and rail. This will require significant investment in our 
infrastructure and our services;  the Programme for Government - Our Shared Future commits 
toward such a fundamental change in the nature of transport in Ireland and I look forward to 
fulfilling that commitment.

As the Deputy is probably aware, transport investment in all the major cities is guided by 
the development of metropolitan area transport strategies.  

The Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy (CMATS), which was published last 
year, adopts the multi-modal approach to transport planning that has proven successful in many 
city regions internationally; it provides the necessary evidence-based, and plan-led framework 
that can guide investment in Cork over the short, medium, and longer term.  

CMATS has a number of significant public transport proposals across bus, commuter rail 
and light rail, together with the proposed transformation of active travel infrastructure in the 
city region.  For rail, CMATS proposes a radically improved commuter rail network from Mal-
low to Midleton.  It is also proposed to develop a light rail service running on an east to west 
corridor across the city and, in advance of its introduction, BusConnects Cork will deliver a 
high-capacity, high-frequency bus corridor along the route.

It is certainly my intention that the ongoing review of the National Development Plan will 
be informed by the development of CMATS and provide for the phased introduction of its im-
provements, including those proposals in relation to rail, in the coming years. I am also eager to 
explore opportunities that may exist in the context of possible EU funding and my Department 
is currently considering potential options in that regard also. 

I look forward to working with the Deputy and other colleagues in the years ahead on the 
implementation of CMATS.
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24/03/2021WRC02300Public Transport

24/03/2021WRC0240068. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the status of the Connect-
ing Ireland plan for the reform of public transport services nationwide; the way in which he 
plans to restructure rural transport services to meet the needs of communities while also reduc-
ing carbon emissions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15574/21]

24/03/2021WRC02500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  

From a policy perspective, there is a need for a fundamental change in the nature of trans-
port in Ireland and the Programme for Government, ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to making 
public transport and active travel better and more accessible.

The Deputy will probably be aware that my Department has already been undertaking a 
review of sustainable mobility policy, which incorporates a review of public transport in rural 
areas. In this context the Department held a public consultation process between November 
2019 and February 2020, and included a stakeholder event in the course of that consultation. 
Over 250 submissions were received as part of this public consultation process and I published 
a report of the public consultation. 

I intend to develop a new policy framework for the next 10 years that can provide a strate-
gic backdrop to the increased investment planned by this Government across the sustainable 
mobility programme. The new policy statement will be informed by the review of the previous 
policy framework (known as Smarter Travel), submissions received during my Department’s 
consultation process and the views and recommendations of other relevant stakeholders. It will 
provide a platform to advance the ambitions of the Programme for Government in the area 
of sustainable mobility, including active travel, and will replace the previous Smarter Travel 
policy, dating from 2009. 

Our Programme for Government commitments in relation to public transport in rural areas 
will be progressed in the context of that new policy statement. Among the measures we will 
prioritise is a Sustainable Rural Mobility Plan to ensure settlements over a certain size can con-
nect to the national public transport system, expanding the Local Link rural transport service 
and prioritising public transport projects that enhance regional and rural connectivity. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally.  The NTA also has responsibility for local 
and rural transport, including the management of Local Link services. The NTA has undertaken 
a nationwide study to inform its approach to rolling out improved public transport across the 
country (excluding the GDA, Regional Cities and Large Towns) by providing better connec-
tions between villages and towns by linking them with an enhanced regional network connect-
ing cities and regional centres nationwide.

Arising from this study, I am advised that the NTA has now completed the first phase of 
consultation on its proposals, titled ‘Connecting Ireland’, with all Local Authorities and is now 
engaging with Regional Authorities and other key stakeholders. This will be followed by a 
wider public consultation in Q3 2021  prior to finalisation of the proposals by the NTA and 
submission to my Department.

24/03/2021WRC02600Airport Policy
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24/03/2021WRC0270069. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Transport his future plans for Shan-
non Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15010/21]

24/03/2021WRC02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
would like to thank the Deputy for her question on Shannon Airport. 

As the Deputy is aware Shannon Airport, a subsidiary of Shannon Group, has been severely 
impacted by Covid-19 and given the unprecedented challenges faced by the Group, I commit-
ted to undertaking an examination of the future viability and sustainability of the entire Group.   

The outcome of this examination was reflected in a recent Memorandum to Government.  
In considering the issues being faced by Shannon Group, Government noted the Exchequer 
supports being availed of by the Company.  These supports include the economy wide supports 
put in place to help mitigate the effects of the pandemic on businesses generally (e.g. wage sup-
ports, rates alleviation etc.); emergency funding of €6.1m allocated to Shannon Airport to com-
plete a vital Hold Baggage Screening project (a security requirement under EU Regulations) 
and the establishment of a new Programme for regional State Airports with a funding provison 
of €32.1m.  Capital funding requests from Shannon Airport under this Programme are currently 
being assessed by my Department.  

In addition to these supports, I would like to advise the Deputy that the European Commis-
sion recently approved State aid support schemes to help address liquidity issues at airports as 
a result of Covid-19.  Shannon Airport and other airports will shortly be invited to apply for 
funding under these new Covid-19 Supplementary Supports Schemes which have a budget of 
€26 million.  These schemes include compensation for State airports (approx. €20m) in light of 
Covid impacts in 2020. This funding will provide State airports including Shannon Airport with 
flexibility to roll out route incentives/charge rebates, in consultation with airlines, with a view 
to supporting recovery and growth of connectivity when possible.

Government fully appreciates the important role of Shannon Airport to the economy of the 
mid-west region and nationally.  The funding which has been made available to the Airport is a 
clear indication of the importance Government attaches to the Airport being well positioned to 
weather the current crisis and for recovery and growth into the future once circumstances allow.

24/03/2021WRC02900Brexit Issues

24/03/2021WRC0300070. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which he 
and his Department continue to measure the impact of Brexit to date on the transportation, 
importation and export of goods; if particular issues have arisen which might require a specific 
response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1833/21]

24/03/2021WRC03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department is continuously monitor-
ing the impacts of Brexit on our imports and exports, particularly in terms of the transportation 
of goods to market.  The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment has, of course, 
overarching responsibility for trade matters.

The latest CEO statistics for January 2021, published last week, show that imports from 
Great Britain decreased by 65% and exports decreased by 14% when compared with Janu-
ary 2020.  Analyses by the Irish Maritime Development Office for my Department shows that 
for the first two months of 2021 there was a decline of 39% in the number of Roll-on / Roll-
off trailer units on Ireland-GB routes (including 50% on the Holyhead – Dublin route) when 
compared to the same period in 2020. While the analyses indicated an increase in the number 
of trailer units of 78% on direct Ireland – EU routes, it highlights an overall decline in RoRo 
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units to and from Ireland of 20%.  The IMDO concluded this overall decline in volumes can be 
attributed to two main issues: economic factors (e.g. stockpiling in Q4 2020, covid supressed 
demand) and shifting trade patterns. 

The decline in volumes on the shipping routes on the Central and Southern maritime routes, 
is a matter of some concern and my Department is closely monitoring the situation and is en-
gagint frequently with the operators on these routes.  It is difficult to say at this stage how traffic 
volumes and flows will move over the coming period. Suppressed demand as a result of Covid 
remains a key uncertainty, and businesses are also continuing to adapt to the new customs and 
SPS controls. 

As part of heightened preparedness for Brexit in late 2020 and in the first few weeks of 
this year, Officials from my Department participated in frequent, and where necessary daily 
monitoring and oversight meetings with all Departments and relevant agencies represented. 
My Department continues to be in frequent contact with industry stakeholders and the relevant 
State Bodies to get live updates on the current situation at our Ports and Airports, and on the 
road transport network.

I am aware that the relevant State agencies continue to work around the clock to ensure 
trade can flow to the greatest extent possible. Where difficulties have arisen for users in specific 
cases, the agencies are engaging directly – whether with the companies, representative organi-
sations or individuals – to get the issues resolved. 

I am also aware that the agencies have engaged extensively with the ferry companies, and 
the road haulage and logistics representative bodies and continue to do so. To respond to par-
ticular concerns for the haulage and logistics sector, a new joint forum comprising of Revenue 
and DAFM has been established with the IRHA to discuss and where possible mitigate issues of 
concern. Revenue have adapted their systems based on feedback from traders and implemented 
new or revised processes. 

Stakeholder fora for both groups, hosted by my Department, continue to meet weekly and 
comprises representatives from the Revenue Commissioners, the Department of Agriculture 
and the Marine, and the HSE.  This has allowed for the sharing of relevant information with 
stakeholders and for constructive discussion. In addition, the Departments and agencies engage 
with the ferry operators, and the road haulage and logistics representative bodies continuously 
on an ad hoc basis as issues arise.

24/03/2021WRC03200Roads Maintenance

24/03/2021WRC0330071. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if his Department plans to 
make up the shortfall in road improvement works funding allocated to Wexford County Council 
since 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15633/21]

24/03/2021WRC03400108. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if his Department will con-
duct a review of road improvement works funding to be allocated based on the condition of 
local council roads as opposed to funding being allocated on length; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15634/21]

24/03/2021WRC03500266. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport his plans to increase roads 
maintenance funding to local authorities; when he plans to review the way in which this fund-
ing is administered to local councils; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15604/21]

24/03/2021WRC03600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 71, 108 
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and 266 together.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility 
of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. 
Works on those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State 
road grants, where applicable.

There were major cutbacks in funding for the road network in general during the post 2008 
recession. The National Development Plan (NDP), as it stands, provides for a gradual increase 
in funding for regional and local roads and there has been a significant increase in Exchequer 
funding particularly in the last four years.  In this context, Wexford County Council received a 
total allocation of €18,569,130 for 2021 which is an increase of 59% when compared to 2017. 

Funding is not yet at the level needed for the adequate maintenance and renewal of regional 
and local roads and so for this reason, the primary focus for capital investment continues to be 
the maintenance and renewal of the network with some limited investment in road improve-
ment projects. 

As regards the basis for allocating grants, within the budget available to the Department, 
funding is allocated on as fair and equitable a basis as possible to eligible local authorities. In 
this context, grants in the main grant categories are allocated based on the length of the road 
network within a local authority’s area of responsibility with some account taken of traffic. It is 
envisaged that grants will continue to be made available on that basis.

Basing regional and local roads grant allocations on road conditions could result in an un-
even distribution of State funding. For example, local authorities that allocate higher levels of 
own resources funding to regional and local roads will have a larger proportion of roads with 
a higher condition rating than those with lower levels of own resources funding. Basing allo-
cations on road condition could therefore disincentivise local authorities from allocating own 
resources funding to roads maintenance.

The Department appreciates that, within the overall parameters set for the grant programme, 
local authorities might need to target funding at particular problem areas and there is sufficient 
flexibility in the structure of the grant programme to allow for this. It is also open to each local 
authority to allocate its own resources to priority areas.

24/03/2021WRC03700Road Network

24/03/2021WRC0380072. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport his plans to legislate for 
sound barriers given that at present they only go in as part of planning applications to militate 
against the worst effects of noise, that, over time, noise increases due to greater volumes of traf-
fic and that existing legislation does not provide for them to be installed retrospectively; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15527/21]

24/03/2021WRC03900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme.  Under the 
Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP),  the planning, 
design and construction, including noise mitigation measures, for individual national roads is a 
matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned.

More generally, the Deputy may not be aware of the existing legislation in regard to envi-
ronmental noise, including road noise, which does in fact require recurring assessments of the 
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impact of noise. 

Directive 2002/49/EC on the assessment and management of environmental noise was 
transposed into Irish law by the Environmental Noise Regulations, 2006. This legislation re-
quires TII and local authorities to undertake strategic noise mapping every five years for all ma-
jor roads carrying in excess of 8,250 annual average daily traffic (AADT).  Noise maps identify 
and prioritise cluster areas which will require further assessment and may require mitigation 
measures to be put in place.

Once strategic noise maps have been produced, the results are used for each local authority 
to develop Noise Action Plans as required by the Environmental Noise Regulations. Under the 
Regulations, the Noise Action Planning Authorities are required to consult with the public when 
revising their current Plans. 

I trust this information is of assistance to you.

24/03/2021WRC04000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRC0410073. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if a schedule will be 
provided of outbound and inbound international flights in respect of airports not listed on the 
passenger locator form field (details supplied) and-or place of arrival from 1 to 18 March 2021; 
the number of passenger locator forms processed in respect of these airports as an entry point to 
the State over the same time period; and the number of follow-up calls made in respect of the 
data collected from these forms. [15600/21]

24/03/2021WRC04200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In 
accordance with EU Single Market rules, EU operators of flights into or out of Ireland do not 
require an authroisation from my Department and, therefore, my Department does not hold re-
cords of such movements. The Department provides authorisations permitting commercial air 
transport operations by third country air operators to, from, within and over the State. 

During the period in question, an authorisation for such commercial air transport by a third 
country air operator to the highlighted locations did not issue. However, the operator of a pri-
vate flight did contact the Department and the operator was advised to route to a State/Regional 
airport to first satisfy customs and immigration requirements, before continuing to the final 
destination. 

My Department also now notifies An Garda Síochána of all authorisations issued.

The Department of Health is the data controller in relation to the passenger locator form 
and any details or statisitics relating to processing or follow-up is a matter for the Minister for 
Health.

My Department is aware that the Border Management Unit (BMU) has recently contacted 
Weston Airport management reminding them of their obligations in relation to incoming flights 
from outside the State.  This includes forwarding all relevant documentation (such as PLF and 
negative COVID 19 test results for all applicable arrivals) to Immigration Officers prior to the 
flight’s arrival. The BMU liaises with Weston Airport and other stakeholders such as An Garda 
Síochána regarding incoming flights on an ongoing basis.

24/03/2021WRC04300Light Rail Projects
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24/03/2021WRC0440074. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport the status of the MetroLink 
project; when a railway order will be made; and when it will go to Cabinet. [15630/21]

24/03/2021WRC04500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is likely aware, the Pub-
lic Spending Code sets out the requirements for the evaluation, planning and management of 
public investment projects in Ireland and the Code applies to all public bodies and to all bodies 
whose projects are supported by Exchequer capital funding.

The Code sets out a number of Decision Gates in the development of a project proposal;  
these are points where major decisions need to be made about the progress of a project and, for 
projects expected to cost over €100million, Government approval is required at these stages.  
For a project in this category, “Decision Gate 1: Preliminary Business Case” is the first stage 
where the Public Spending Code stipulates that formal Government approval is required. 

In accordance with the Public Spending Code’s requirements, the National Transport Au-
thority has recently submitted the Preliminary Business Case to my Department. The Code 
stipulates that it must be reviewed by both my Department and the Department for Public 
Expenditure and Reform. Following completion of these necessary steps I will then bring the 
matter to Government for its decision. 

Approval under “Decision Gate 1: Preliminary Business Case” is required prior to any ap-
plication to An Bord Pleanála for a Railway Order and, therefore that will be dependent upon 
Government’s decision in respect of the Preliminary Business Case.

24/03/2021WRC04600Road Projects

24/03/2021WRC0470075. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport the status of funding 
and the timeline for the proposed southern relief road in Bandon, County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15658/21]

24/03/2021WRC04800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.  In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRC04900Driver Test

24/03/2021WRC0500076. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the length of the backlog for 
driver and theory test applications; his plans to address the backlog for the application process; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15568/21]

24/03/2021WRC05100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Spe-
cific details on the number of persons awaiting a driver test and theory test are held by the Road 
Safety Authority.  I have therefore referred this part of the question to the Authority for direct 
reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within 
ten days.
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The current public health emergency has had a profoundly disruptive effect on the driver 
learning and testing system in this country. I can assure the Deputy that the Department is very 
aware of the challenges facing the RSA as they work hard to further manage the backlog in the 
Driver Testing and Theory Testing Services. 

The driving test service is not currently operating as normal due to the impact of Covid-19. 
Tests are only available, under Level 5 restrictions, to essential workers. This has had a signifi-
cant impact on waiting times.  

RSA driver testers are undertaking driving tests in extraordinarily difficult conditions. The 
driving test is conducted in an enclosed space for a period of over 15 minutes, where physical 
distancing is not possible. Given the significant risk to testers when conducting a driving test, 
Government has deemed that the driver testing service should be available only for those in-
volved in essential worker in Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions.  

Due to suspension of driver testing services in the first 2020 lockdown, along with the health 
protocols since resumption of service and the further curtailing of services during subsequent 
level 5 restrictions, a significant backlog has developed. 

While the service is limited during level 5 restrictions, the RSA is examining ways of in-
creasing the number of tests within health constraints with an eye to resuming wider testing 
after level 5. This includes increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce and, over time, 
eliminate the backlog.

Following discussions with the RSA, my Department has approved the hiring of a further 
40 temporary testers for 22 months. The process of recruitment is now underway.  However, it 
will take some time for people to be selected and trained.

These new hires will be in addition to the 36 temporary testers which I previously gave 
sanction to rehire during 2020. 

The provision of extra testers will not on its own suffice to address the problem.  One of 
the difficulties is with the capacity of test centres themselves, given limits on throughput due to 
Covid restrictions.  

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols. 

Covid-19 has also had a profound effect on the delivery of the RSA’s driver theory testing 
service and a significant backlog has developed.  Under current level 5 restrictions, the driver 
theory test has not been deemed to be an essential service. As a consequence, the service is 
closed while level 5 restrictions remain in place.  

The RSA is engaging with its service provider to examine ways of increasing the number of 
tests within the current health constraints for when services resume. In this regard, the aim is to 
double capacity at test centres over a three-month period. Subject to decisions on future Covid 
19 restrictions, this will mean that additional capacity would be made available in April, May 
and June 2021.

Normal capacity before the pandemic was approximately 15,000 tests per month.  When the 
service reopened in July 2020, this was increased to 25,000 to deal with the backlog which had 
developed by that point.  Based on the capacity of 25,000 tests per month, the aim is to provide 
an additional 25,000 tests per month on top of this for the first 3 months of reopening, or a total 
of 75,000 extra test appointments over the three-month period. This would make substantial 



24 March 2021

21

inroads into numbers waiting over that time period.

In addition to the increased capacity initiative, the RSA is working to deliver an online 
driver theory test service. The online service has been trialled on a pilot basis for those taking 
a theory test for trucks and buses. It is now being evaluated with a view to extending the online 
service to all test types during 2021. However, scaling up operations to facilitate higher num-
bers will take time to achieve.

24/03/2021WRC05200Light Rail Projects

24/03/2021WRC0530077. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 187 of 3 December 2020, if he will reconsider his Department’s position on com-
missioning a feasibility study on light rail in Galway city, particularly in view of Ireland’s legal 
obligations under climate change legislation and the fact that it has now been almost five years 
since the publication of the Galway Transport Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1831/21]

24/03/2021WRC0540091. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 18 of 12 November 2020, the status of the feasibility study for light rail in Gal-
way; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15412/21]

24/03/2021WRC05500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 77 and 
91 together.

As the Deputy is likely aware, transport investment in all the major cities is guided by the 
development of metropolitan area transport strategies. Since 2016, transport strategies have 
been approved and published in respect of the Greater Dublin Area, Galway and the Cork 
Metropolitan Area. This year consultations have commenced on a review of the Greater Dublin 
Area strategy and will commence on a revised draft of the Limerick-Shannon strategy and an 
initial draft of the Waterford strategy. 

This move toward evidence based, plan-led transport planning for our major cities is to be 
welcomed and allows for consideration of all relevant issues and the potential role all modes 
of transport can play in addressing those issues. I would also note that providing this type of 
long-term investment framework represents international best practice in the area of transport 
planning.

In relation to Galway, the Deputy is aware that the issue of light rail in Galway city was 
comprehensively examined as part of the development of the Galway Transport Strategy. The 
Strategy concluded that a bus based public transport system, supported by various active travel 
and public realm improvements, represents the most appropriate system for Galway over the 
period considered by the Strategy. 

I am eager to see progress on the delivery of the Galway Transport Strategy and welcome 
the non-statutory consultations held last year on two of the key Galway BusConnects corridors. 
I look forward to the delivery of much improved active travel infrastructure in the next few 
years as well as improvements to the commuter rail network, such as the proposals in relation 
to Ceannt Station, Oranmore Station and indeed the Athenry to Galway rail corridor generally. 

I agree with the Deputy that given the time that has elapsed since publication of the Galway 
Transport Strategy there is a need to review it and take stock of developments since its publica-
tion. I understand that such a review will commence next year and will allow for consideration 
again of the issue of light rail but importantly that consideration will take place within the over-
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all framework of the strategy itself. In the meantime I look forward to the Deputy’s support as 
we seek to implement improvements to Galway’s active travel, bus and rail infrastructure.

24/03/2021WRD00200National Driver Licensing Service

24/03/2021WRD0030078. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport the measures he will put in 
place to deal with the backlog within the NDLS nationally in respect of persons left waiting 
many months for a driving test or licence renewal appointment. [1714/21]

24/03/2021WRD00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): A 
further extension to the expiry dates of driving licences has been introduced in response to the 
continued disruption caused by Covid-19 to driver licensing services in Ireland and across the 
EU. 

The extension will apply to different groups of licence holders including those who ben-
efited from extensions in 2020. Further information can be found on the Road Safety Authority 
(RSA) website.

RSA has also expanded the postal renewal option to those over 70 who renew their licence 
every three years. Previously only those aged 70 and over who renew their licence on a yearly 
basis were invited to renew it by post.

The exemption that allows for those aged over 70 to apply for a driving licence without the 
need to provide a medical report provided they do not have an identified or specified illness has 
also been extended and will apply until 30 June 2021.

The RSA, through the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS), has expanded the online 
facility to accommodate all driving licence and learner permit applications to enable accessi-
bility online rather than by calling to an office. A verified MyGovID account, which requires a 
Public Services Card, is needed to access the online system.

In the driver testing service, due to suspension of driver tests in the first 2020 lockdown, 
along with the health protocols since resumption of service and the further curtailing of services 
during subsequent level 5 restrictions, a significant backlog has developed. The need to once 
again return to level 5 restrictions for reasons of public health will inevitably impact further on 
delays to driver testing. During the level 5 period, driving tests will be available only to those 
who are involved in essential services, including essential retail work.   

While the service is limited during level 5 restrictions, the RSA is examining ways of in-
creasing the number of tests within health constraints with an eye to resuming wider testing 
after level 5. This includes increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce and, over time, 
eliminate the backlog.

Following discussions with the RSA, my Department has approved the hiring of a further 
40 temporary testers for 22 months, and the process of recruitment is now underway.  However 
it will take some time for people to be selected and trained.

These new hires will be in addition to the 36 temporary testers who I previously gave sanc-
tion to rehire during 2020. 

These measures will help to increase testing capacity.  However, I would like to stress, that 
many of the issues impacting on the delivery of service are concerned with the throughput of 
centres themselves in light of the restrictions, rather than on the availability of staff.
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The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols. 

The Department has been in discussions with the RSA on how to return to the normal target 
for the maximum waiting time for the driving test, which is around ten weeks.  It is clear that 
it will not be possible to arrive at this quickly, given restraints which must be in place due to 
the pandemic.  It is important to recognise that there are no quick fixes and that the continuing 
build-up of applications as the pandemic goes on means that it will take time to reach a normal 
waiting time.

24/03/2021WRD00500Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRD0060079. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the length of the backlog for 
the renewal of driver licences; his plans to address the backlogs in the application process; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15569/21]

24/03/2021WRD00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
at week ending 14 March 2021, standard applications for driving licences are taking on aver-
age 17 working days to process by the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS), which is pro-
vided by the Road Safety Authority (RSA). Online applications that do not require review are 
taking 1 day to process. Postal applications are taking on average 21 days, while applications 
for the exchange of UK/NI licences for Irish licences are taking on average 29 working days.

The averages provided for postal applications and UK licence exchages are mainly due to 
applications where there was a delay in processing due to customers having to reply to discrep-
ancies in their applications.

A further extension to the expiry dates of driving licences has been introduced in response to 
the continued disruption caused by Covid-19 to driver licensing services in Ireland and across 
the EU. The extension will apply to different groups of licence holders including those who 
benefited from extensions in 2020, with all relevant licences extended to at least 1st July 2021. 
This extension will ease the pressure on the NDLS and enable any backlog to be addressed.

24/03/2021WRD00800Driver Test

24/03/2021WRD0090080. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Transport if there are plans to use driving 
instructors from semi-State bodies, for example Dublin Bus, to help clear the backlog of driving 
lessons and driver tests. [14199/21]

24/03/2021WRD01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Road Safety Authority is currently examining a number of strategies to increase the number of 
driving tests within current health constraints with an eye to resuming wider testing after level 
5. 

These strategies include increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce and, over time, 
eliminate the testing backlog that has developed as a result of the pandemic. To this end, my 
Department acted in 2020 to approve the rehire of 36 temporary driver testers whose contracts 
had expired.  The Department  subsequently approved the hiring of an additional 40 temporary 
testers for 22 months.  

I must clarify to the Deputy, however, that driving instructors and driver testers carry out 
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two very different roles in the driver education process and are subject to entirely different train-
ing and certification requirements.  A driver instructor licence in no way qualifies the holder 
to work as a driver tester. Indeed, the driver education system in this country is underpinned 
by a long-standing principle whereby Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) teach and prepare 
students for the driving test while RSA Qualified Driver Testers then assess the students’ level 
of competency while remaining completely impartial.  The strict separation of these roles  is 
crucially important to guaranteeing the integrity of the driving test.

In response to the Deputy’s suggestion that instructors currently employed in the semi-State 
sector be somehow redeployed to teach private students after the lifting of level 5 restrictions, I 
should clarify that driving instruction in Ireland is delivered in the main by private individuals 
and schools operating as entirely independent businesses, all of whom are solely responsible for 
their own recruitment practices. While any holder of a valid driver instructor licence is entitled 
in principle to offer tuition for financial reward, the hypothetical decision to leave semi-State 
employment in order to teach private students is a matter between the individual and his or her 
employer.

  Question No. 81 answered with Question No. 57.

24/03/2021WRD01200Electric Vehicles

24/03/2021WRD0130082. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport the number of electric ve-
hicles and electric plug-in vehicles currently in the State; and his plans to increase the number. 
[13197/21]

24/03/2021WRD01400101. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Transport the steps he is taking to 
meet the target of 1 million electric cars by 2030; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13251/21]

24/03/2021WRD01500109. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Transport the steps his Department 
will take to ensure that all new cars will be electric by 2030; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45097/20]

24/03/2021WRD01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 82, 101 
and 109 together.

According to the most recent information from the EPA and SEAI, passenger cars account 
for over half of all land transport emissions in Ireland.  In addition to supporting, where fea-
sible, switching trips to sustainable mobility options, a transition to low and zero emission cars 
is one of the key changes necessary if Ireland is to substantially reduce its transport emissions.

Government has put in place several measures and provided generous incentives to en-
courage the transition from conventional fossil fuel vehicles towards lower emitting fuels and 
technologies including electric vehicles (EVs).  EVs are a prominent mitigation measure in 
the Climate Action Plan and Ireland has set an ambitious target of 936,000 EVs on our roads 
by 2030. This target is very challenging but indicative of the scale of the transformation that is 
needed across all sectors if Ireland is to reduce national emissions and reach its legally binding 
emission ceiling in future years.

To date, the Government, supported by the work of the Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce, 
has worked to ensure that conditions and policies are in place to support citizens in making 
greener vehicle choices. As the Deputies will be aware, a comprehensive suite of measures 
is available to EV drivers, including purchase grants for private car owners and taxi drivers, 
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VRT relief, reduced tolls, home charger grants, favourable motor and BIK tax rates, as well as 
a comprehensive charging network. These measures have collectively contributed to increased 
take up of EVs in Ireland in recent years, albeit from a low base.  There are almost 30,000 EVs 
under taxation in Ireland which includes almost 15,000 BEVs and almost 15,000 PHEVs as of 
the end of February 2021.  Undoubtedly, further work is required to accelerate the uptake of 
EVs across every sector.

To this end, my Department has convened an Electric Vehicle Policy Pathway Working 
Group to produce a roadmap to achieving the near one million EV target by 2030 and to contin-
ue the concerted efforts across several Departments to hasten the current trajectory of EV sales. 
The Working Group has considered regulatory, financial and taxation policies to help drive a 
significant ramp-up in passenger EVs and electric van sales from very early in the decade.

It is also widely expected that, over the coming years, the combination of improvements in 
technology, reductions in vehicle purchase prices, increasing driving ranges and widened model 
availabilities, coupled with Government incentives and new investment in the recharging net-
work, will maintain the current positive environment which has seen EV sales rise steeply over 
the past year.

We will continue to work closely with EU colleagues, with the renewed impetus of union-
wide commitment to the Green Deal, to regulate for a step change in EV production levels in 
the coming years. We will strongly support accelerating the phasing out of fossil fuel vehicle 
production, preferably union-wide but, if necessary, by working to establish a framework which 
allows national governments to limit market access to only the cleanest, greenest new vehi-
cles. This should mean that more vehicles will be available for Irish consumers to purchase.

Accordingly, I am confident that we are making real progress towards the delivery of our 
ambition for the EV transition.

24/03/2021WRD01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRD0180083. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the temporary financial and 
regulatory reforms that have been put in place to support private bus operators that continue to 
have limited or no business due to Covid-19; the extent of their drawdown to date; the date on 
which they are expected to conclude; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15573/21]

24/03/2021WRD01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Both the National Transport Author-
ity (NTA) and my Department have been engaging directly with commercial bus operators 
throughout the Covid-19 Emergency. The public transport system in Ireland has played an es-
sential service role over the course of the pandemic, especially in carrying essential workers 
and others making necessary journeys. 

Several targeted Government Decisions made throughout the crisis, in addition to general 
supports such as the wage subsidy scheme, have provided much needed support to the sector, 
particularly the decisions to:

- substantially increase the 2020 budget for the existing PSO system;

- introduce temporary financial support for certain licensed services provided by commer-
cial bus operators (CBOs) for an initial period of 6-months;

- make a higher-than-normal provision for PSO funding in the 2021 budget due to the ongo-
ing impact of Covid-19 on the public transport sector; and
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- extend the provision of temporary funding supports for the CBOs for a further 3 months, with 
the option to extend monthly thereafter subject to engagement  with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform. 

Prior to the Covid-19 health emergency, licensed operators operated non-subvented bus 
services on a commercial basis. However, due to the impact of Covid-19 on passenger numbers 
and the associated drop in fare revenue, these services were no longer commercially viable.  As 
such, on the 25th June 2020 Government decided to introduce new temporary financial support 
for certain licensed services provided by commercial bus operators to ensure the continued op-
eration of these essential services. 

These temporary supports were initially introduced for a period of 6-months, with a view to 
protecting capacity across the public transport sector throughout the crisis. The NTA on behalf 
of my Department, has entered into contracts with the licensed bus sector to provide funding for 
routes where a clear public interest justification supports such intervention.

As it remains the case that commercial bus operators are still under severe financial dis-
tress due to the fall in passenger numbers and associated drop in fare revenue as a result of 
Covid-19, on 26 January 2021, Government decided to extend the temporary funding supports 
to the licensed bus sector for a further period of 3 months, with an option to extend contracts 
on a monthly basis thereafter. The total drawdown of CBO to date in 2021 is €4.8m and a total 
of €32.3m in 2020.

These supports are in addition to the suite of other financial support measures that the Gov-
ernment has introduced to help mitigate the impact of Covid-19, which includes the Wage Sub-
sidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment extended to end 
June 2021, the COVID-19 Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), grants, low-cost loans, write-
off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of which will help to improve cashflow.

Further, on 11 March 2021, the Minister for Business, Trade and Employment announced 
that applications are now open for Phase 1 of the Small Business Assistance Scheme (SBASC). 
The aim of this new €60m business assistance scheme is to provide grants to businesses ineli-
gible for the Government’s other existing schemes such as CRSS and is designed to help with 
fixed costs. Further details of this scheme and other business supports are available at www.
enterprise.gov.ie.

24/03/2021WRD02000Road Network

24/03/2021WRD0210084. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport if he will instruct Transport Infra-
structure Ireland to carry out a road surface review of the M7 between Nenagh and Birdhill, 
County Tipperary, due to the large number of accidents on that stretch of road. [15414/21]

24/03/2021WRD02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 as legislated by the Oireachtas and in line with 
the National Development Plan (NDP), the operation, management and upgrading of individual 
national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local 
authorities concerned.  

It would not be in accordance with the intent of the Oireachtas as expressed in the law for 
the Minister to issue directions on such operational matters to TII.  The work of TII and its part-
ner local authorities is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary 
statutory approvals. In this context, TII is best placed to advise you.
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Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRD02300Shannon Airport Facilities

24/03/2021WRD0240085. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport the outcomes of a Governmen-
tal review concerning a group (details supplied); and when a new chairperson for the board of 
the group will be appointed. [1713/21]

24/03/2021WRD02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
would like to thank the Deputy for his question on Shannon Group.

As the Deputy is aware, given the unprecedented challenges faced by Shannon Group as a 
result of Covid-19, I committed to undertaking an examination of the future viability and sus-
tainability of the Group.  

The outcome of this examination was reflected in a recent Memorandum to Government 
on Shannon Group.  In considering the issues being faced by Shannon Group, Government 
noted the Exchequer supports being availed of by Shannon Group.  These supports include the 
economy wide supports put in place to help mitigate the effects of the pandemic on businesses 
and the aviation specific supports which includes a €32.1 million allocation to Shannon and 
Cork Airports under a new Programme for regional State airports.  Capital funding requests 
from Shannon Airport under this Programme are currently being assessed by my Department.  

Further to these supports, I would like to advise the Deputy that the Commission recently 
approved State aid support schemes to help address liquidity issues at airports as a result of 
Covid-19.  Shannon Airport and other airports will shortly be invited to apply for funding 
under these new Covid-19 Supplementary Supports Schemes which have a budget of €26 mil-
lion. These schemes include compensation for State airports (approx. €20m) in light of Covid 
impacts in 2020. This funding will provide State airports including Shannon Airport with flex-
ibility to roll out route incentives/charge rebates, in consultation with airlines, with a view to 
supporting recovery and growth of connectivity when possible. 

Government fully appreciates the important role of Shannon Group to the economy of the 
Midwest region and nationally and in this context my Department  continues to work with 
Shannon Group to ensure it is well positioned to weather the current crisis and for recovery and 
growth into the future once circumstances allow.  

In relation to the appointment of a new Chairperson to Shannon Group, I am conscious that 
this is an important and challenging time for Shannon Group. The appointment of Board mem-
bers is a matter for Minister Ryan and I understand that he intends to appoint a new Chairperson 
as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRD02600Taxi Regulations

24/03/2021WRD0270086. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport if he is considering extending 
the ten-year rule for taxi drivers given the impact of Covid-19 on the industry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15571/21]

24/03/2021WRD02800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The regulation of the small public service 
vehicle (SPSV) sector, including age limits for vehicles, is a matter for the independent regula-
tor, the National Transport Authority (NTA), under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 
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2013.

Given the role of the NTA as regulator, I have referred your question to the Authority for 
direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 
working days.

24/03/2021WRD02900Cycling Policy

24/03/2021WRD0300087. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport if he will request that the Na-
tional Transport Authority consider creating a link between all public bike schemes nationwide 
to enable users in one location to avail of the scheme in another; if a cost-benefit analysis has 
been carried out on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15566/21]

24/03/2021WRD03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to cycling and public transport infrastructure. 
However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of the management of public bike 
schemes. Details regarding contracts, operation and expansion of existing and proposed bike 
schemes fall under the remit of the National Transport Authority (NTA), working in conjunc-
tion with the relevant local authorities.

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities in the matter, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
a more detailed reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

24/03/2021WRD03200Bus Services

24/03/2021WRD0330088. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport the status of a 
Carlow town bus service; if funding will be made available for this service in quarter 3 of 2021; 
his plans to provide rural bus services between New Ross, County Wexford, and Saint Mullin’s, 
Tinnahinch and Borris, County Carlow, and Arklow, County Wicklow, to Carlow town; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14745/21]

24/03/2021WRD03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provision of public passenger 
transport services nationally, and for the allocation of associated funding to the relevant trans-
port operators.   

The Covid-19 health emergency brought a profound and swift shock to the public transport 
sector.  Public transport’s designation as an essential service throughout the pandemic means, 
that although fare revenues have collapsed, most of the cost of operations remains and must 
continue to be met in order to fulfil Government’s broader policy objectives.  Government sup-
port for all public transport services in 2020 amounted to over €620m.  For 2021 over €670m 
has been provided in funding in order to ensure that the existing level of public transport ser-
vices, albeit at a higher cost, continue to operate in a safe manner.  By comparision, the level of 
PSO and Local Link funding provided in 2019 was in the region of €300m. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Government does commit to the introduc-
tion of new services, including new town services, in order to improve public transport connec-
tivity. I intend to pursue additional funding for such services in the context of the Programme 
for Government during 2021.
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The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally.  The NTA also has responsibility for local 
and rural transport, including the management of Local Link services. The NTA has undertaken 
a nationwide study to inform its approach to rolling out improved public transport across the 
country (excluding the GDA, Regional Cities and Large Towns) by providing better connec-
tions between villages and towns by linking them with an enhanced regional network connect-
ing cities and regional centres nationwide.

Arising from this study, I am advised that the NTA has now completed the first phase of 
consultation on its proposals, titled ‘Connecting Ireland’, with all Local Authorities and is now 
engaging with Regional Authorities and other key stakeholders. This will be followed by a 
wider public consultation in Q3 2021  prior to finalisation of the proposals by the NTA and 
submission to my Department.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities, I have passed the Deputy’s question regarding specific 
services to the Authority for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRD03500Greenways Provision

24/03/2021WRD0360089. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the status of progress on the 
Sutton-to-Sandycove, S2S, greenway. [12982/21]

24/03/2021WRD03700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have re-
sponsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including cycling infrastructure.

Details of individual projects are matters for the NTA and the relevant local authorities; ac-
cordingly I have referred your question to the NTA for a more detailed reply. Please contact my 
private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

24/03/2021WRD03800Road Network

24/03/2021WRD0390090. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Transport if the N26 is included 
in the review of Project Ireland 2040; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44807/20]

24/03/2021WRD04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  

Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), 
the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  TII ultimately 
delivers the National Roads Programme in line with Project Ireland 2040, the National Planning 
Framework and the NDP. 

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to bring forward the planned re-
view of the NDP and to use the review to set out an updated NDP for the period to 2030.  The 
review of the NDP will be aligned with the National Planning Framework and Project Ireland 
2040.  Work is underway within my Department to contribute to this ongoing review. 
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Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply on the status 
of ongoing projects along this route.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
reply within 10 working days.

  Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 77.

24/03/2021WRD04200Brexit Issues

24/03/2021WRD0430092. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the status of the post-Brexit 
shipping links between Ireland and the UK and the EU; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14558/21]

24/03/2021WRD04400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): A 
key priority for my Department in the lead up to the end of the transition period was to ensure 
continued maritime connectivity with both our UK and EU markets. 

As of March 2021, there are around 68 RoRo freight sailings between Ireland and the Con-
tinent in a typical week. This includes five shipping operators, Irish Ferries, Stena Line, DFDS, 
Brittany Ferries and CLDN offering both accompanied and unaccompanied freight. This repre-
sents an increase of around 34 sailings per week, or around 150% increase in continental RoRo 
frequency compared to March 2020. 

Weekly RoRo freight capacity to continental EU ports has doubled in the past 12 months. 
There is now capacity for approximately 5,000 additional HGV’s & unaccompanied trailers on 
continental RoRo services per week in March 2021. 

What the last number of months have demonstrated is the resilience and responsiveness 
of the Irish shipping industry. It has adjusted swiftly and comprehensively to the changes in 
demand from business, and provided a range of additional services, frequency and capacity op-
tions to transport goods to continental markets.  

When compared to the first two months in 2020, IMDO estimates for RoRo units (imports 
and exports) in 2021 has shown:

- a decline of 39% on Ireland – GB routes (including c.50% on Holyhead – Dublin),

- an increase of 78% on Ireland – EU routes,

With the Customs declarations and other administrative tasks now required for trade with 
Great Britain, the Irish RoRo and LoLo freight market is currently experiencing unprecedented 
market challenges. In addition, both Ireland and Great Britain are experiencing widespread 
economic restrictions for public safety reasons. These restrictions impose significant downward 
pressure on trade volumes across both economies.  The combined RoRo freight and passenger 
model of service is particularly affected, particularly with the continuing restrictions on inter-
national travel. 

While prolonged reduced levels of demand have already seen some reduction in IRL-GB 
services, there remains more than enough capacity on other services between Ireland and GB to 
take any displaced freight, accompanied or unaccompanied.  

As shipping operators compete to understand new demand patterns, the market is currently 
in a state of change, with a new equilibrium yet to be found. My Department and the IMDO 
continues to monitor this closely.
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24/03/2021WRD04500Road Signage

24/03/2021WRD0460093. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Transport if he has considered 
amending the statutory instrument on zebra crossings which requires Belisha beacons, which 
currently restricts installation due to increased costs compared with stand-alone white lines as 
used in other EU states and some counties in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14730/21]

24/03/2021WRD04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
My Department is looking at the criteria and legislation surrounding zebra crossings and use 
of Belisha beacons with a view to the possibility of relaxing the use of such beacons in certain 
situations.  

Any amendments to the use of beacons and where they may or may not be legally required 
will have to be adequately researched so as to ensure they are implemented safely.  The public 
will also need to be made aware of any proposed relaxation in requirements for Belisha bea-
cons, possibly by means of a nationwide advertising campaign.  In addition, experiences in 
other European countries of relaxing the use of beacons will need to be carefully considered to 
ascertain if road conditions in those countries are similar and comparable to Ireland.  In particu-
lar, the deputy will appreciate that ensuring that such crossings are clearly visible to drivers in 
all weather conditions is essential to road safety and in that regard other parts of Europe have 
different conditions in that respect.

24/03/2021WRD04800Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRD0490094. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the consideration he has giv-
en to amending legislation to allow commercial driver certificate of professional competency 
courses to be conducted online similar to those provided in other EU countries; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15601/21]

24/03/2021WRD05000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
Driver Certificate of Professional Competency (CPC) training is ongoing in level 5 as this train-
ing has been deemed as an essential service. Driver CPC training organisations continue to 
provide training and drivers continue to attend and maintain their CPC qualification. 

At the current time, the Road Safety authority (RSA) does not facilitate online Driver CPC 
training.  EU Directive 2003/59/EC which introduced Driver CPC was updated in 2018 (EU 
Directive 645 of 2018) and while the amended Directive allows for the use of ICT tools such 
as e-learning and blended learning as part of CPC training, a substantial amount of the training 
continues to be required to be completed in an approved Driver CPC training centre. 

The RSA does consider that delivering some training online, in line with revised Directive, 
is the way forward. The RSA will consult with the industry, including all Driver CPC training 
organisations, to establish how training can be enhanced and improved within the scope of the 
opportunities provided for in the EU legislation.

24/03/2021WRD05100Road Projects

24/03/2021WRD0520095. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport the position on the inclusion 
of a road project (details supplied) in the review of the National Development Plan 2018-2027; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15631/21]
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24/03/2021WRD05300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  

Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), 
the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. TII ultimately 
delivers the National Roads Programme in line with Project Ireland 2040, the National Planning 
Framework and the NDP. 

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to bring forward the planned re-
view of the NDP and to use the review to set out an updated NDP for the period to 2030.  The 
review of the NDP will be aligned with the National Planning Framework and Project Ireland 
2040.  Work is underway within my Department to contribute to this planned review. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply to advise of 
any ongoing work on this route.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRE00200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRE0030096. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he has engaged with his 
counterpart in the UK and-or their officials in view of their decision on travel to and-or from 
Portugal regarding the procedure and protocols for travel here in view of the fact that London 
and Lisbon are destinations that are flight transfer hubs to other world destinations and given 
Ireland’s relationship with the UK. [15510/21]

24/03/2021WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Government continues to advise against non-essential international travel and that any essential 
travel is undertaken with due regard to public health safety measures. 

It is a mandatory requirement for passengers arriving in Ireland, including if they are travel-
ling onwards to Northern Ireland, to complete a Covid-19 Passenger Locator Form. The form 
must also be filled out by those who arrive via Northern Ireland and have been overseas in the 
14 days prior to arrival in Ireland.

Since 4 February 2021, a 14-day quarantine period must be undertaken at the address speci-
fied on the Passenger Locator Form. Persons who travel from another country to Ireland, and 
arrive via Northern Ireland, must also observe the mandatory quarantine regime.

It is expect that the mandatory hotel quarantine facility will be operational imminently. 
Once it is in place, mandatory quarantine at a designated facility will be required for passengers 
who have been in the designated ‘high risk’ countries in the 14 days prior to their arrival in 
Ireland.

There are ongoing discussions between the UK and Ireland on COVID-19 and travel. These 
discussions involve several Government Departments and have taken place at official and po-
litical level.

At present, both Great Britain and Portugal are not on the ‘High Risk’ list and as such, arriv-
als from these countries, whose journeys did not start in a ‘high risk’ state, may release them-
selves early from quarantine if they receive a negative test result at least 5-days post-arrival into 
Ireland. 
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However, all arrivals from Great Britain and Portugal (unless exempted) must quarantine at 
home in the intervening period between their arrival into the country and the second test (if the 
person chooses to take a second test).  The list of ‘high risk’ states is kept under regular review 
and more countries may be added if conditions in these countries deteriorate. 

A National Oversight Group for Variants of Concern has been established to monitor and 
advise upon the challenges posed by variants of concern of COVID-19.

The group provides advice to the Chief Medical Officer, who in turn advises on countries to 
be specified as high risk, for example, for variants of concern of COVID-19. The Minister for 
Health is responsible for the specification of these countries, in consultation with the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs or other Ministers of Government as appropriate.

Irish authorities are in daily communication with UK counterparts to advise of transiting 
traffic so that the appropriate public health measures are put in place on arrival, including for 
UK nationals and residents.

Government continues to keep all public health measures related to international travel 
under review.

24/03/2021WRE00500Rail Network

24/03/2021WRE0060097. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport the total planned investment 
in heavy and light rail in the current national development plan; the major projects involved; 
the estimated cost and completion date of each; if he will propose additional rail investment in 
the forthcoming review of the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1013/21]

24/03/2021WRE00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Deputy may wish to be aware of 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s Project Tracker which is available at the 
following link and shows information on all of the major projects and programmes (including 
details around timings and costings) in the existing National Development Plan: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6db7c4-investment-projects-and-programmes-tracker/

The most notable projects and programmes under current ‘construction’ include: 

- The €1billion Exchequer investment in the protection and renewal of the national rail net-
work over the period 2020 to 2024;

- The €150million investment in new rail cars which will primarily serve commuter services 
in the Leinster region;

- The €135million investment in a new National Train Control centre which will improve 
the management of rail services across the network;

- The almost €100million investment in the Luas Green Line Capacity Enhancement proj-
ect;

- The approximate €40million additional investment in track relaying on the Dublin Cork 
line which will improve line speeds and service reliability; and

- The City Centre Resignalling Project in Dublin which is scheduled for completion this 
year.

- The ‘Big Lift’ programme which is upgrading stations across the network to help those 
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with mobility issues access rail services.

These projects are in addition to a range of others in the planning and design phase such as:

- DART+ which is a multi-billion euro programme of investment in the Greater Dublin Area 
rail network;

- Improvements planned at each of Ceannt, Colbert, Kent and Plunkett stations

- Light rail in Cork with consultants appointed last year to examine route options

- Light rail extensions in Dublin with consultation starting last year on Luas Finglas’ Emerg-
ing Preferred Route ; and 

- MetroLink.

Notwithstanding the wide range of investments already underway or planned I believe there 
is scope for enhanced rail services and infrastructure in Cork, Galway and Limerick in line with 
their metropolitan area transport strategies and I will certainly be examining opportunities in 
that regard during the review of the National Development Plan. 

Finally, this year will also see commencement of a new Strategic Rail Review to examine 
the potential of inter-urban and inter-regional rail, including the potential for increased rail 
freight.

Question No. 98 answered with Question No. 54.

24/03/2021WRE00900Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRE0100099. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the number of UK driver 
licences that have been exchanged for Irish licences since 2016; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1333/21]

24/03/2021WRE01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This 
is a matter for the Road Safety Authority.  I have referred the question to the Authority for direct 
reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

24/03/2021WRE01200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRE01300100. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the actions he is 
taking to protect aviation workers at Cork Airport; and if he will consider using the connectivity 
fund for this purpose. [15511/21]

24/03/2021WRE01400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In 
2015, the proceeds from the State’s disposal of its 25.1% shareholding in Aer Lingus were 
invested in a new ‘Connectivity Fund’ as a sub-portfolio of the Ireland Strategic Investment 
Fund (ISIF). The Minister for Finance sought Oireachtas approval for the proceeds to be paid 
into this fund in accordance with Section 46(2) of the National Treasury Management Agency 
(Amendment) Act, 2014. The management and control of the fund is a matter for the NTMA.

The Irish aviation sector is currently experiencing its most challenging crisis in its history. 
Many analysts are predicting that it will take several years for the sector to return to 2019 levels 
of activity. Traffic in 2020 was down around 80% on 2019, and revenue has fallen away dra-
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matically as COVID-19 related restrictions on international travel continue to heavily constrain 
passenger traffic.

My officials and I have maintained regular contact with key stakeholders throughout this 
crisis, and Government has put in place a range of supports for businesses including the avia-
tion sector. These supports include the wage subsidy scheme, waiving of commercial rates, de-
ferral of tax liabilities, the COVID Restrictions Support Scheme, the Credit Guarantee Scheme, 
and the SBCI Working Capital Scheme, with some of these now extended to 30 June 2021. 
Liquidity funding is also available through the ISIF Pandemic Stabilisation and Recovery Fund 
for medium and large enterprises.

Support for aviation workers is currently tied to the Governments general schemes to sup-
port all workers impacted by COVID-19. However, it cannot be excluded that targeted sup-
ports may be required later in 2021, particularly in the event that restrictions on travel remain 
in place throughout the forthcoming summer season.

As regards supports specifically targeted at the aviation sector, the Government agreed a 
revised funding package of €80 million for Irish aviation in 2021. A part of this package, over 
€21 million, is being provided to our Regional Airports Programme (RAP). The new RAP, 
published on 4 February, gives funding certainty to those airports up to 2025. Those airports eli-
gible for RAP support are Donegal, Kerry and Ireland West (Knock). Additionally, €32 million 
is being provided to Cork and Shannon Airports through a new one-year COVID-19 Regional 
State Airports Programme. Both of these programmes have been created in line with EU State 
Aid rules.

The European Commission has approved, under EU State aid rules, a €26 million Irish state 
aid scheme to compensate airport operators, including Cork Airport, for the losses caused by 
COVID-19 and the travel restrictions imposed by Ireland to limit its spread. This scheme will 
augment the supports already in place and help the industry to maintain connectivity and to 
make a recovery from the impacts of COVID-19.

  Question No. 101 answered with Question No. 82.

24/03/2021WRE01600Road Projects

24/03/2021WRE01700102. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport when Ministerial ap-
proval will be given to allow works on the Coonagh-to-Knockalisheen road in Limerick to 
continue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1122/21]

24/03/2021WRE01800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. State grants, where applicable, 
are intended to supplement the funding allocated to the maintenance and improvement of roads 
by local authorities from their own resources.

Under the Public Spending Code, capital projects are subject to review and approval at a 
number of stages. As required under the Code Limerick City and County Council submitted 
a recommendation regarding the award of a contract for the construction of the main scheme.  
Following careful consideration of this project, and close engagement with the Moyross com-
munity and Limerick City and County Council, I have approved the full completion of the 
Coonagh to Knockalisheen Road. This road scheme, as now approved, will take account of the 
overall development needs of Limerick, and will be complemented by sustainable transport 
features such as improved pedestrian / cycle accessibility for Moyross, improved Active Travel 
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measures linking LIT, Mary Immaculate College, UL, and City Centre and the designation of 
one lane of the Dual Carriageway in each direction as a bus lane.

  Question No. 103 answered with Question No. 66.

24/03/2021WRE02200Road Projects

24/03/2021WRE02300104. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Transport the details of giving priority 
status to Tipperary town in respect of traffic alleviation on the N24; the details of his comments 
on addressing shorter sections of 6 km, 7 km or 8 km of the routes, including a bypass of Tip-
perary town; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15470/21]

24/03/2021WRE02400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  TII ulti-
mately delivers the National Roads Programme in line with Project Ireland 2040, the National 
Planning Framework and the NDP.  This is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines 
and the necessary statutory approvals.   

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to bring forward the review of the 
NDP and to use the review to set out an updated NDP for the period to 2030.  

The strategic transport issues for the region, including for national roads, are being consid-
ered in the context of the ongoing review of the NDP.  As part of this review for national roads, 
I am focused on how to help achieve compact growth, removal of congestion within our towns, 
and decarbonisation, among other objectives. Towns such as Tipperary town will be considered 
in this light.  The review of the NDP will be aligned with the National Planning Framework and 
Project Ireland 2040.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply regard-
ing the status of the N24 project.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRE02500Bus Services

24/03/2021WRE02600105. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport his views on Bus Éireann’s 
plans to withdraw the Expressway services on the N7 and N8 routes in the near future (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1355/21]

24/03/2021WRE02700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Both the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) and my Department have been engaging directly with commercial bus operators (includ-
ing Bus Éireann who operate Expressway as a commercial business) throughout the Covid-19 
Emergency. 

The public transport system in Ireland has played an essential service role over the course 
of the pandemic, especially in carrying essential workers and others making necessary jour-
neys. Several targeted Government Decisions made throughout the crisis, in addition to general 
supports such as the wage subsidy scheme, have provided much needed support to the sector, 
particularly the decisions to:
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- substantially increase  the 2020 budget for the existing PSO system;

- introduce temporary financial support for certain licensed services provided by commer-
cial bus operators (CBOs) for an initial period of 6-months;

- provide a higher-than-normal provision for PSO funding in the 2021 budget due to the 
ongoing impact of Covid-19 on the public transport sector; and

- extend the provision of temporary funding supports for the CBOs for a further 3 months, with 
the option to extend monthly thereafter subject to engagement with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

Prior to the Covid-19 health emergency, licensed operators operated non-subvented bus 
services on a commercial basis. However, due to the impact of Covid-19 on passenger numbers 
and the associated drop in fare revenue, these services were no longer commercially viable.  As 
such, on 25 June 2020 Government decided to introduce new temporary financial support for 
certain licensed services provided by commercial bus operators (one of which is Bus Éireann 
Expressway) to ensure the continued operation of these essential services. 

These temporary supports were initially introduced for a period of 6-months, with a view to 
protecting capacity across the public transport sector throughout the crisis. The NTA on behalf 
of my Department, has entered into contracts with the licensed bus sector to provide funding for 
routes where a clear public interest justification supports such intervention.

As it remains the case that commercial bus operators are still under severe financial distress 
due to the fall in passenger numbers and associated drop in fare revenue as a result of Covid-19, 
on 26 January 2020, Government decided to extend the temporary funding supports to the 
licensed bus sector for a further period of 3 months, with an option to extend contracts on a 
monthly basis thereafter.

As is the case in many other sectors of the economy, despite these Government supports, 
Covid-19 has resulted in significant financial pressures for public transport operators.  As the 
Deputy will be aware, Bus Éireann’s Expressway business operates on a commercial basis in 
competition with other, private, commercial operators in the licenced bus market. 

Following extensive analysis and work within the company, the decision to consolidate its 
Expressway network was taken by the Board of Bus Éireann in September 2020. The decision 
impacts on four routes: the Dublin/Belfast service (which it ceased operating in November 
2020), and services on the Dublin to Cork, Limerick and Galway routes which are also expected 
to cease operating.  The X12 Limerick/Dublin route ceased operations with effect from Satur-
day 30 January 2021.

In circumstances where a commercial operator ceases operating a specific route, the NTA 
undertakes an examination to determine whether, with the discontinuation of the commercial 
service, it is necessary for a replacement public service obligation (PSO) service to be intro-
duced to ensure no loss of connectivity to the travelling public. This process includes an as-
sessment of the level of demand for public transport services in the affected area, an evaluation 
of whether existing PSO services can be reconfiguring to meet any shortfall, or whether it is 
necessary to competitively tender for the provision of services. 

In light of the decision by Bus Éireann to cease operating the X12 route, the NTA completed 
a detailed assessment of the X12 corridor and have determined that, despite Expressway’s with-
drawal, sufficient connectivity is provided by the remaining operators and the public service 
obligation is adequately met by other rail and bus services, thereby negating the need for any 
further intervention on the route.
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Concerning the X8 Cork/Dublin route, I understand that the NTA carried out an examination 
of this corridor and has determined that, in order to meet the social needs of the communities 
affected, there is a public service obligation to continue to provide services along the Cork to 
Dublin corridor via Fermoy, Mitchelstown, Cahir and Cashel. 

At present, the Bus Éireann Expressway X8 service is continuing to operate (albeit at a 
reduced level in line with the reduction in demand) under contract with the NTA following 
the extension to the temporary funding supports for CBOs. I also understand that the NTA are 
considering how best to meet that public service obligation on a continued and effective basis.

24/03/2021WRE02800Road Improvement Schemes

24/03/2021WRE02900106. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Transport the status of road improve-
ment works funding for County Wexford. [15540/21]

24/03/2021WRE03000291. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Transport the amount and percentage 
of the regional and local road grant allocation drawn down by Wexford County Council in each 
of the years 2015 to 2020, in tabular form. [14443/21]

24/03/2021WRE03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 106 and 
291 together.

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility 
of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993. Works on those roads are funded from Council’s own resources supplemented by State 
road grants. The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the 
Council.  

As regards the amount and percentage of the regional and local road grant allocation drawn 
down by Wexford County Council in each of the years 2015 to 2020, details of the regional 
and local road grant allocations and payments to local authorities are outlined in the regional 
and local road allocations and payments booklets which are available in the Oireachtas Library. 

As regards the status of road improvement works funding for County Wexford, the tables 
included in the allocations and payments booklets outline expenditure by type of grant pro-
gramme. For the Deputy’s information, the main grant programmes currently in operation are:

Restoration Maintenance (RM): The purpose of the RM grant is to protect the structural 
integrity of the road by way of surface dressing through the sealing of the road surface.  The 
purpose of restoration maintenance is to maintain the asset before it requires improvement.   

Restoration Improvement Grant (RI): The RI grant programme is the main road strength-
ening programme and caters for surface restoration, pavement overlay works, complete road 
rehabilitation works and for drainage works where required. 

Discretionary Grant (DG): Councils have discretion in spending these grants for improve-
ment and maintenance works subject to selecting from a list of eligible works. 

Bridge Rehabilitation (BR): This programme allows local authorities to apply for monies 
to undertake bridge rehabilitation works. 

Safety Improvement Works (BS): This programme allows local authorities to apply for 
monies to undertake safety improvement works.
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Community Involvement Scheme (CIS): The programme facilitates community involve-
ment in repair and improvement of roads.  

Drainage Programme: The purpose of this grant is to promote network resilience.

Former National Roads (FN): The purpose of this grant it to provide assistance to local 
authorities specifically for the maintenance of former national roads.

Specific Grant and Strategic Grants: The Department no longer seeks annual applica-
tions from local authorities in respect of the Specific and Strategic grant programmes. Instead 
it considers projects on a case by case basis taking into account the availability of funding and 
the outcome of project appraisals.

The table below outlines the 2021 grant allocations for Wexford County Council.

Wexford County Council
Restoration Improvement €9,508,000
Restoration Maintenance €1,591,000
Supplementary Restoration Maintenance €1,136,500
Discretionary Grant €3,056,000
Bridge Rehabilitation €464,000
Safety Improvement Works €328,000
Specific Imp. Grants €100,000
Cycle Signs €16,000
Former National Roads €300,000
Active Travel €362,998
Climate Adaptation €30,000
Training Grant €90,000
Drainage Works €744,632
PSCI: Survey Support €28,000
Community Improvement  Scheme €814,000
Total Allocation €18,569,130

In addition applications are currently being sought from Councils in relation to climate ad-
aptation measures. This follows on from the July 2020 Stimulus Plan funding.

24/03/2021WRE03200Legislative Measures

24/03/2021WRE03300107. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Transport if he will resolve the legal 
lacuna in respect of the control of horse-drawn carriages in Dublin city; and if he will ensure 
that the issue will be resolved in 2021 in order that the owners of horse-drawn carriages can 
operate within the law, given that the issue has been ongoing for three years (details supplied). 
[13570/21]

24/03/2021WRE03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Deputy may be aware that the prepa-
ration of the necessary legislative proposals in regard to the regulation of horse-drawn carriages 
in Dublin is a complex issue requiring engagement by my Department with several stakehold-
ers, including Dublin City Council. Work on this issue unfortunately did not progress in 2020 
due to the need to prioritise the national response to the COVID-19 pandemic. I can confirm. 
however, that work on this issue is now progressing once more.
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Unlike other local authorities in the country, Dublin City Council lacks the power to regu-
late and set standards for horse-drawn carriages. My Department is currently working with 
Dublin City Council to consider how best to safely repeal the Dublin Carriage Acts 1853-55, 
which vests the power to regulate horse-drawn carriages in Dublin with the Dublin Metropoli-
tan Police Commissioners, to whom An Garda Síochána is the successor.

  Question No. 108 answered with Question No. 71.

  Question No. 109 answered with Question No. 82.

24/03/2021WRE03900Brexit Issues

24/03/2021WRE04000110. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if he has met with freight 
representative organisations on the delays and challenges importers and exporters continue to 
face at ports here due to Brexit; the changes that have been introduced to address these prob-
lems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15575/21]

24/03/2021WRE04100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The UK’s decision to leave the Single 
Market and Customs Union means that traders must now engage with a range of checks and 
controls on trade with Great Britain that did not previously apply.  These checks and controls 
are necessary and permanent, and are required in accordance with Ireland’s obligations to the 
Single Market and to protect public health and food.  

The Government fully acknowledges that this presents significant challenges and imposes 
additional burdens on hauliers and on all businesses trading with Great Britain.  

The latest CEO statistics for January 2021, published last week, show that imports from 
Great Britain decreased by 65% and exports decreased by 14% when compared with Janu-
ary 2020.  Analyses by the Irish Maritime Development Office for my Department shows that 
for the first two months of 2021 there was a decline of 39% in the number of Roll-on / Roll-
off trailer units on Ireland-GB routes (including 50% on the Holyhead – Dublin route) when 
compared to the same period in 2020. While the analyses indicated an increase in the number 
of trailer units of 78% on direct Ireland – EU routes, it highlights an overall decline in RoRo 
units to and from Ireland of 20%.  The IMDO concluded this overall decline in volumes can be 
attributed to two main issues: economic factors (e.g. stockpiling in Q4 2020, covid supressed 
demand) and shifting trade patterns.  

It is difficult to say at this stage how traffic volumes and flows will move over the coming 
period. Suppressed demand as a result of Covid remains a key uncertainty, and businesses are 
also continuing to adapt to the new customs and SPS controls.

In terms of engagement with freight representative organisations, in September 2020 a 
stakeholders’ forum for the Haulage and Logistics Sector was established. At the same time, a 
separate stakeholders forum was also established for the shipping sector. Both continue to meet 
on a weekly basis. 

The Haulage and Logistics stakeholder forum includes the Irish Road Haulage Association 
(IRHA) and the Freight Transport Association Ireland (FTAI) among other representative bod-
ies. Hosted by my Department, and attended by Revenue, DAFM and HSE representatives, this 
forum has allowed for constructive discussion and feedback on issues arising and for the shar-
ing of relevant information with stakeholders.   

To respond to particular concerns for the haulage and logistics sector, Revenue have estab-
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lished a new joint forum comprising of Revenue, DAFM and the IRHA to discuss, and where 
possible, mitigate issues of concern.   

I am aware that since 1 January 2021, based on feedback from trade, Revenue have have 
implemented a number of measures including the following: 

- new feedback loop for hauliers moving trailers where they are not the declarant,

- providing hauliers with additional information on action required at declaration level, 
helping them manage the collection of trailers and drivers hours more efficiently. 

- upgraded the PBN to enable the vehicle channel to be texted and emailed to different par-
ties.   

The relevant State agencies continue to work around the clock to ensure trade can flow to 
the greatest extent possible. Where difficulties have arisen for users in specific cases, the State 
agencies are engaging directly – whether with the companies, representative organisations or 
individual drivers – to get the issues resolved.  

My Department remains in regular contact with the haulage and logistics sector and also 
participates in Brexit retail and enterprise forums hosted by the Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment, to monitor issues and developments in those sectors.

24/03/2021WRE04200Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRE04300111. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport the reason for the current 
delay in the issuing of driving licence cards to persons (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1356/21]

24/03/2021WRE04400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Co-
vid-19 has created difficulties for many public services, including the National Driver Licens-
ing Service (NDLS), which is provided by the Road Safety Authority.  

Closures during the initial lockdown last year led inevitably to backlogs, while restrictions 
on the services, which are necessary in the interests of public health, have reduced capacity 
since the services reopened leading to delays and backlogs.  The urgent health necessity which 
has led to the re-imposition of Level 5 restrictions has a further impact and front office services 
are provided to essential workers only.

Due to the resurgence of Covid-19 and to ease pressures on services, driving licences were 
further extended by EU Regulation with effect from 6 March 2021. This means that driving li-
cences that expired or will expire between 1 September 2020 and 30 June 2021 will be extended 
by 10 months.  In addition, licences that expired during the reference period 1 March 2020 
and 31 August 2020 (which were extended for 7 months) and will fall to expire again during 
the period 1 September 2020 and 30 June 2021 will be extended again for 6 months or until 1 
July 2021 whichever is the latest. This extension will help ease pressure and enable the NDLS 
to improve processing times and deal with backlogs. 

Drivers who are affected by the extension are encouraged to check the new expiry date of 
their driving licence by using the expiry date calculator on www.ndls.ie. They can enter the 
expiry date printed on the driving licence into the calculator and it will tell them the new expiry 
date. A driving licence can be renewed within three months of the new expiry date.
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24/03/2021WRE04500Departmental Reports

24/03/2021WRE04600112. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport when the new na-
tional investment framework for transport will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15652/21]

24/03/2021WRE04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
draft National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland (NIFTI) will begin its public 
consultation phase at the end of March 2021 and will run for a period of almost eight and a half 
weeks, until the end of May.

Upon the completion of the public consultation phase, the report will be finalised, with pub-
lication of NIFTI expected to take place in Quarter 3 of 2021.

24/03/2021WRE04800Electric Vehicles

24/03/2021WRE04900113. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport if he will conduct a review of 
Ireland’s carbon footprint when implementing the plan in the Climate Action Plan 2019 for 1 
million electric vehicles. [13282/21]

24/03/2021WRE05000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Climate Action Plan (CAP) 2019 decar-
bonisation trajectories were informed by comprehensive emission modelling previously carried 
out by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) for the National Energy and Climate 
Plan (NECP).  Further analytical work was fed into CAP 2019 development by the project con-
sultants McKinsey. The ongoing preparation of CAP 2021 is informed by this knowledge, as 
well as further analytical work by my Department and a range of State transport bodies.

Current Programme for Government commitments represent a significant step-up in ambi-
tion over CAP 2019, with a target of 7% annual reduction in greenhouse gas emissions to 2030. 
This step-up in ambition requires accelerated action across sectors; in transport, implementing 
measures to meet this target presents many challenges.

Accelerating the transition to electric vehicles (EVs) plays a key role in meeting climate 
targets. According to NECP projections, avoided emissions from uptake of EVs are significant: 
almost 10 MtCO2 in cumulative emissions from petrol and diesel vehicles would be avoided 
between 2021 and 2030. Emissions from EV charging are included in these projections, but not 
the significant vehicle or battery manufacturing emissions. Further, when the emissions from 
electricity generated to charge vehicles (at the average emissions rate from electricity genera-
tion) are taken into account, the cumulative emissions savings fall to approximately 7.8 Mt 
CO2. As a share of Ireland’s energy demand, EVs are projected to rise from 0.1% in 2021 to 
8.4% in 2030.

24/03/2021WRF00200Light Rail Projects

24/03/2021WRF00300114. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Transport if he will re-
port on the progress in developing a new DART station at Woodbrook, between Shankill and 
Bray, which is scheduled to commence in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1912/21]

24/03/2021WRF00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
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Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including, in consultation with Iarnród Éireann, 
the planning and development of rail infrastructure such as the proposed station referred to by 
the Deputy.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

  Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 57.

24/03/2021WRF00600Roads Maintenance

24/03/2021WRF00700116. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Transport if local authorities have re-
ported delays in the completion of their restoration improvement programmes; and his plans to 
assist local authorities in increasing their capacity to carry out roadworks in the coming months. 
[15653/21]

24/03/2021WRF00800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of re-
gional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from 
Councils’ own resources supplemented by regional and local road grants. 

As regards the regional and local road grant funded Restoration Improvement (RI) pro-
gramme, road maintenance activity is seasonal. While local authorities might carry out contract 
procurement and some preparatory work at this time of the year, the crucial period for deliv-
ery of the main regional and local road maintenance programmes is from April. This is when 
the road strengthening programmes generally start followed by surface dressing work from late 
May.  My Department’s Engineering Inspectors will be liaising with local authorities regarding 
implementation of the RI programme.

As regards resources, while staffing is generally the responsibility of each local authority, 
I announced funding in January this year for up to 248 new jobs in local authorities to expand 
walking and cycling facilities across the country.  Recruitment of the additional resources will 
be a matter for the individual local authorities in line with their normal procedures, with costs 
proposed to be attributed to the Department’s sustainable mobility programme. It is expected 
that up to 218 staff could ultimately be assigned to the new active travel teams across all local 
authorities with a further 30 additional staff available through the Regional Design Offices.

24/03/2021WRF00900Legislative Measures

24/03/2021WRF01000117. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport his plans for legislation for 
the use of e-scooters; his further plans to include e-scooter usage in the decarbonisation of road 
transport plan as set out in the programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15567/21]

24/03/2021WRF01100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Electric scooters are a type of powered 
personal transporter (PPT). PPTs are classed as mechanically propelled vehicles, the use of 
which requires a valid licence, tax and appropriate insurance in accordance with Section 3 of 
the Road Traffic Act 1961. As PPTs do not fall under any existing vehicle category, it is not 
currently possible to tax and insure them and there is no separate licence category for them. 
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Therefore they may not be used on public roads and in public places.  However, their use is 
permitted on private land with the permission of the landowner.

The intention is to legislate for e-scooters in accordance with the Programme for Govern-
ment this year. This involves identifying and developing appropriate amendments to primary 
legislation across a range of complex areas. The work is being carried out in such a way so 
that it does not undermine the overall framework of Road Traffic law or road safety in gen-
eral. I intend to bring forward committe stage amendments to the enabling primary legislation 
when the Road Traffic Bill is before the Oireachtas in the coming months. The road traffic acts 
are being amended to introduce a new category of vehicle - the proposed title for this new cat-
egory is “powered personal transporters”. This will be the first time the categories of vehicles 
set out in the Road Traffic Act 1961 have been amended.

Once the new category has been defined, these vehicles are to be incorporated into the ex-
isting legislative framework (wherein a range of powers/offences already exist) and this will 
permit the Minister for Transport to regulate for the use/misuse and the standards for different 
types of powered personal transporters, for example, through the introduction of regulations for 
e-scooters. Furthermore, the existing offences and powers of An Garda Síochána in road traffic 
legislation concerning careless/dangerous driving, driving under the influence of an intoxicant, 
driving an unroadworthy vehicle. etc. can also then be extended to users of powered personal 
transporters where required.

The introduction of shared/rental schemes, such as those currently in operation for cars, 
bicycles and electric bicycles will be a matter for consideration at a later date within the overall 
framework of sustainable mobility policy. Until the new legislation is in place, the use of e-
scooters on public roads or in public places will remain illegal.

24/03/2021WRF01200Departmental Strategies

24/03/2021WRF01300118. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Transport his views on developing a 
strategy that focuses on improvements to the road and rail networks in County Tipperary and in 
the larger mid-west and south-east regions; the action he plans to take to make proper use of the 
Limerick-Limerick Junction-Waterford and Limerick-Ballybrophy rail corridors; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15471/21]

24/03/2021WRF01400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Each local authority is the statutory road 
authority for their area. The National Development Plan (NDP), as it stands, provides for a 
gradual increase in funding for regional and local roads and there has been a significant increase 
in Exchequer funding particularly in the last four years.  In this context, Tipperary County 
Council received a total allocation of €29.5m for 2021 which is an increase of 60% when com-
pared to 2017. 

Funding is not yet at the level needed for the adequate maintenance and renewal of regional 
and local roads and so for this reason, the primary focus for capital investment continues to be 
the maintenance and renewal of the network with some limited investment in road improve-
ment projects.

With regard to rail infrastructure, my Department in consultation with the Department for 
Infrastructure (Northern Ireland) and other relevant stakeholders, is undertaking a strategic rail 
review of the network on the island of Ireland.  The review will consider all issues in rela-
tion to inter-urban and inter-regional rail connectivity, including the potential for high-/higher 
speed(s), rail freight and improved connectivity on the Network.
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With regard to rail infrastructure and services in County Tipperary, as the Deputy will be 
aware, Iarnród Éireann operates passenger rail services on the Limerick-Ballybrophy line.  Ad-
ditionally, Thurles and Templemore are served on the Cork-Dublin intercity line.

I am advised that both the National Transport Authority and Iarnród Éireann met with rep-
resentatives of North Tipperary Community Rail Partnership (NTCRP) in recent weeks who 
presented the case for improved infrastructure and additional services for the Ballybrophy line.  
As Minister for Transport, I also met with the NTCRP on January 29

There are no plans for the closure of any part of the rail network.  Indeed, the firm intention 
is to invest heavily in the quality of the network and the size of the rail fleet in order to address 
capacity constraints and expand services in many parts of the country.

However, the Limerick-Ballybrophy rail line is not a route that has been struggling to ac-
commodate large passenger numbers.  Iarnród Éireann identifies Limerick-Ballybrophy as a 
continually low-density route in terms of passenger numbers, although the company has, over 
many years, operated varying levels of services during periods of both economic growth and 
recession.

Iarnród Éireann has also undertaken both national and local promotions on the route, but 
such efforts have not resulted in any significant uptake and passenger numbers have remained 
very low.  In this context, the NTA has no plans at present to increase services on this particular 
route. In light of the dramatically reduced numbers travelling on its services and to ensure ser-
vice resilience during level 5 COVID-19 restrictions, Iarnród Éireann has a temporary schedule 
in operation across its network, which has been in operation since January 11. This includes 
suspension of services on the Limerick-Ballybrophy (via Nenagh) lines. This temporary sched-
ule was approved by the NTA.  Iarnród Éireann has stated that it will continue to liaise with 
the NTA on appropriate services through all phases of the COVID-19 crisis, building in time to 
full restoration of services. Any reopening will be ‘soft’ as public transport is not being actively 
promoted under COVID-19 restrictions.

Iarnród Éireann has advised the Department in relation to the planned temporary closure of 
the Ballybrophy line that it will complete four additional miles of relaying over an eight-week 
period between weeks 16 and 23. Iarnród Éireann will then hand back the track for services 
on June 14, as opposed to the previous proposed date of July 18. The company is proposing a 
shorter shutdown in week 26 to relocate the turnout and traps in Roscrea and to move the signal.

24/03/2021WRF01500Rail Network

24/03/2021WRF01600119. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if he will report on the 
progress on the city centre resignaling programme, which is due for completion in 2021 (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1689/21]

24/03/2021WRF01700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including, in consultation with Iarnród Éireann, 
the planning and development of rail infrastructure such as the City Centre Resignalling Pro-
gramme.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply with-
in 10 days.
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24/03/2021WRF01800National Transport Authority

24/03/2021WRF01900120. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport if his atten-
tion has been drawn to a differential in staff resources between the categories of the National 
Transport Authority active travel delivery structure; his views as to whether the reduction in 
resources between categories 4 and 5 is excessive; if additional staff resources are to be allo-
cated to Carlow town to assure the importance of implementing the active travel programme of 
the town; if his Department has received confirmation from all local authorities of their imple-
mentation of a designated active travel officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14744/21]

24/03/2021WRF02000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have re-
sponsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including cycling infrastructure.

In relation to staff resourcing, the NTA is working with local authorities on the resources 
required to deliver upon Government’s ambition in the area of active travel. Precise details in 
relation to the 248 new jobs I recently announced for local authorities, to expand walking and 
cycling facilities all over the country, have yet to be finalised.

In relation to Carlow town, I have referred this aspect of the query to the NTA. If you don’t 
receive a response within 10 working days, please contact my private office directly.

24/03/2021WRF02100Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRF02200121. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Transport the position for 
those due to renew their driver licences, in particular those over 70 years of age and those who 
do not have a public services card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1913/21]

24/03/2021WRF02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): A 
further extension to the expiry dates of driving licences has been introduced in response to the 
continued disruption caused by Covid-19 to driver licensing services in Ireland and across the 
EU.

The extension will apply to different groups of licence holders including those who ben-
efited from extensions in 2020. Further information can be found on the RSA website.

The Road Safety Authority (RSA) has also expanded the postal renewal option to those 
over 70 who renew their licence every three years. Previously only those aged 70 and over who 
renew their licence on a yearly basis were invited to renew it by post.

The exemption that allows for those aged over 70 to apply for a driving licence without the 
need to provide a medical report provided they do not have an identified or specified illness has 
also been extended and will apply until 30 June 2021.

24/03/2021WRF02400Bus Services

24/03/2021WRF02500122. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport if he plans to proceed with the 
initial stages of the BusConnects scheme for Dublin; if his attention has been drawn to the 
concerns of workers involved that the introduction of the new design will mean widespread 
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changes to existing rights, conditions and labour practices; if he will meet with workers’ repre-
sentatives to discuss the implications of the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14306/21]

24/03/2021WRF02600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware, the Programme 
for Government commits toward a fundamental change in the nature of transport in Ireland and 
I firmly believe BusConnects will be at the centre of that change in the years ahead. As with all 
public investment projects, BusConnects must comply with the Public Spending Code which 
sets out the requirements for the evaluation, planning and management of public investment 
projects in Ireland. 

The Code sets out a number of Decision Gates in the development of a project proposal;  
these are points where major decisions need to be made about the progress of a project and, for 
projects expected to cost over €100million, Government approval is required at these stages.  
For a project in this category, “Decision Gate 1: Preliminary Business Case” is the first stage 
where the Public Spending Code stipulates that formal Government approval is required. In 
accordance with the Public Spending Code’s requirements, prior to seeking Government ap-
proval, the Preliminary Business Case is subject to review by both my Department and the 
Department for Public Expenditure and Reform. Following completion of these necessary steps 
I will then bring the matter to Government for its decision.

With regard to the Deputy’s questions in relation to the impact of BusConnects on workers 
rights, conditions and labour practices, I wish to advise the Deputy that the terms and condi-
tions of employees are a matter for the relevant companies and do not fall within my remit as 
Minister for Transport.

24/03/2021WRF02700Road Projects

24/03/2021WRF02800123. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport the details of his engage-
ment with the Northern Ireland Minister for Infrastructure on cross-Border planning and infra-
structure projects, particularly the Narrow Water bridge project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15655/21]

24/03/2021WRF02900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Options for the development of the Nar-
row Water Bridge project are under examination at present, taking into account other proposed 
projects in the wider area including the Newry Southern Relief Road and the Newry to Car-
lingford Greenway. Consideration of options for a bridge, whether it is a vehicular bridge or a 
pedestrian and cycling bridge are still being examined.

I and my officials will continue to engage with my counterpart Minister Nicola Mallon and 
her officials through the North South Ministerial Council and other informal channels, on the 
Narrow Water Bridge and the other many issues that impact cross-border planning and infra-
structure projects.

24/03/2021WRF03000Driver Test

24/03/2021WRF03100124. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport the measures that have 
been taken and those being considered to tackle the driver test, theory test and lessons backlog; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15654/21]

24/03/2021WRF03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
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current public health emergency has had a profoundly disruptive effect on the driver learning 
and testing system in this country. I can assure the Deputy that the Department is very aware of 
the challenges facing the RSA as they work hard to further manage the backlog in the Driver 
Testing and Theory Testing Service.

The driving test service is not currently operating as normal due to the impact of Covid-19. 
Tests are only available, under Level 5 restrictions, to essential workers. This has had a signifi-
cant impact on waiting times.  

RSA driver testers are undertaking driving tests in extraordinarily difficult conditions. The 
driving test is conducted in an enclosed space for a period of over 15 minutes, where physical 
distancing is not possible. Given the significant risk to testers when conducting a driving test, 
Government has deemed that the driver testing service should be available ONLY for those 
involved in essential services in Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions.  

Due to suspension of driver testing services in the first 2020 lockdown, along with the health 
protocols since resumption of service and the further curtailing of services during subsequent 
level 5 restrictions, a significant backlog has developed. 

While the service is limited during level 5 restrictions, the Road Safety Authority is exam-
ining ways of increasing the number of tests within health constraints with an eye to resuming 
wider testing after level 5. This includes increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce 
and, over time, eliminate the backlog.

Following discussions with the RSA, my Department has approved the hiring of a further 
40 temporary testers for 22 months. The process of recruitment is now underway.  However, it 
will take some time for people to be selected and trained.

These new hires will be in addition to the 36 temporary testers which I previously gave 
sanction to rehire during 2020. 

The provision of extra testers will not on its own suffice to address the problem.  One of 
the difficulties is with the capacity of test centres themselves, given limits on throughput due to 
Covid restrictions.  

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols. 

Covid-19 has also had a profound effect on the delivery of the Road Safety Authority’s 
driver theory testing service and a significant backlog has developed.  Under current level 5 
restrictions, the driver theory test has not been deemed to be an essential service.  As a conse-
quence, the service is closed while level 5 restrictions remain in place.  

The RSA is engaging with its service provider to examine ways of increasing the number of 
tests within the current health constraints for when services resume. In this regard, the aim is to 
double capacity at test centres over a three-month period. Subject to decisions on future Covid 
19 restrictions, this will mean that additional capacity would be made available in April, May 
and June 2021.

Normal capacity before the pandemic was approximately 15,000 tests per month.  When the 
service reopened in July 2020, this was increased to 25,000 to deal with the backlog which had 
developed by that point.  Based on the capacity of 25,000 tests per month, the aim is to provide 
an additional 25,000 tests per month on top of this for the first 3 months of reopening, or a total 
of 75,000 extra test appointments over the three-month period. This would make substantial 
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inroads into numbers waiting over that time period.

In addition to the increased capacity initiative, the RSA is working to deliver an online 
driver theory test service. The online service has been trialled on a pilot basis for those taking 
a theory test for trucks and buses. It is now being evaluated with a view to extending the online 
service to all test types during 2021. However, scaling up operations to facilitate higher num-
bers will take time to achieve.

Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) are entirely independent operators and neither the 
Road Safety Authority nor the Department can dictate how they run their individual businesses. 
There is nothing the State can do to stimulate extra lessons. When restrictions are eased and 
lessons can be conducted once more for all learners, it will be up to the driving schools to em-
ploy more instructors and up to the individual instructors to decide whether or not they want to 
conduct more lessons.

24/03/2021WRF03300Road Projects

24/03/2021WRF03400125. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport the status of the N22 
bypass for Macroom, County Cork; the current stage of the project; the next steps and associ-
ated timeframes; the measures being taken to ensure progress on the project will not be affected 
due to the recent announcement to cease certain construction; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1819/21]

24/03/2021WRF03500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.  In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRF03600Cycling Facilities

24/03/2021WRF03700126. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider a short-
term programme to repair or upgrade the part of the road used by cyclists on roads and streets 
with heavy usage. [1501/21]

24/03/2021WRF03800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993.

In the context of funding works to repair or upgrade the part of the road used by cyclists on 
roads and streets with heavy usage, local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) along 
with regional cities have been eligible for some years for the Sustainable Transport Measures 
Grant from the NTA. In addition, in August 2020 over €30 million of Stimulus monies was 
allocated directly by the Department to other local authorities for Active Travel measures. In 
2021 a new arrangement has been put in place whereby the NTA will provide monies to these 
other authorities for Active Travel projects. In December 2020 I announced this new arrange-
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ment which comprises of a fund of €50 million. While the NTA has already announced detailed 
allocations for 2021 for Active Travel projects in local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area 
along with regional cities it has not yet announced the details of the €50 million funding pack-
age which will be available to the other local authorities (non city and non GDA) for Active 
Travel works in 2021. It is likely that the latter funding package will be announced shortly.

24/03/2021WRF03900Departmental Funding

24/03/2021WRF04000127. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the status of roads funding 
from his Department for Cavan, Monaghan and Meath county councils; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15538/21]

24/03/2021WRF04100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.   

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility 
of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993. Works on those roads are funded from Council’s own resources supplemented by State 
road grants.

I announced the 2021 Regional and Local Road grant allocations on the 15th February. 
The tables below outline the 2021 grant allocations for Cavan, Monaghan and Meath County 
Councils.

Cavan County Council   
Restoration Improvement €7,945,500 
Restoration Maintenance €1,329,500 
Supplementary Restoration Maintenance €949,500 
Discretionary Grant €2,413,500 
Bridge Rehabilitation €612,500 
Safety Improvement Works €285,000 
Specific Imp. Grants €120,000 
Strategic Regional and Local Roads  €130,000 
Speed Limits €11,330 
Drainage Works €622,238 
Community Involvement Scheme €617,000 
PSCI: Survey Support €24,000 
Cycle Signs €20,500 
Active Travel €184,747 
Former National Roads €150,000 
Training Grant €69,500 
Total Allocation €15,484,815 

Monaghan County Council   
Restoration Improvement €6,702,000 
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Monaghan County Council   
Restoration Maintenance €1,121,500 
Supplementary Restoration Maintenance €801,000 
Discretionary Grant €2,071,500 
Bridge Rehabilitation €743,000 
Safety Improvement Works €255,800 
Specific Improvement  €1,350,000 
Strategic Regional and Local Roads €100,000 
Speed Limits €9,000 
Cycle Signs  €9,100 
Training Grant €53,000 
Former National Roads €300,000 
Active Travel €272,843 
Climate Adaptation €130,775 
Community Involvement Scheme €544,000 
PSCI: Survey Support €18,000 
CBGM Pilot €500,000 
Reclaimed Asphalt Pilot €500,000 
Drainage Works €524,880 
Total Allocation €16,006,398 

Meath County Council   
Restoration Improvement €11,302,000 
Restoration Maintenance €1,891,000 
Supplementary Restoration Maintenance €1,351,000 
Discretionary Grant €3,586,500 
Bridge Rehabilitation €555,000 
Specific Improvement  €700,000 
Strategic Regional and Local Roads €4,550,000 
Safety Improvement Works €356,000 
Cycle Signs  €4,000 
Training Grant €90,000 
Community Involvement Scheme €661,000 
Former National Roads €395,000 
Drainage Works €680,867 
PSCI: Survey Support €23,000 
Total Allocation €26,145,367 

Question No. 128 answered with Question No. 54.

24/03/2021WRF04300Public Transport

24/03/2021WRF04400129. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn to the 
difficulties with which rural communities have been presented due to the lack of co-ordination 
between changes to bus and rail timetables, in particular in circumstances in which a bus route 
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from Dingle, County Kerry, had buses cut from the timetable, making it impossible for passen-
gers to arrive in Tralee before the train for Dublin departs during weekdays; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1844/21]

24/03/2021WRF04500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have re-
sponsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with 
Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRF04600Cycling Facilities

24/03/2021WRF04700130. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport his plans to improve the 
standard of urban cycle lanes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14518/21]

24/03/2021WRF04800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Deputy may acknowledge that 
the Programme for Government – Our Shared Future sets out an ambitious and wide-ranging 
set of commitments in relation to active travel, supported by an increased multi-annual budget-
ary allocation amounting to some €1.8 billion over the planned lifetime of the Government.

I believe he is right to highlight the need to improve the standard of our urban cycle lanes 
and there is a need to ensure that the type of investment planned in the coming years delivers 
high-quality, safe and segregated infrastructure that will attract more and more people to make 
the switch from the private car and toward a more sustainable, healthy mode of transport, such 
as cycling.

I think there are three critically important aspects to our collective plans in this area:

- A revision of the National Cycle Manual;

- Improved and expanded training of relevant stakeholders in relation to cycle design; and

- Adequate resourcing of local authorities.

I am pleased to say there is work underway or planned in relation to all three aspects.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is undertaking a review the National Cycle Man-
ual, with a revised Manual expected to be available later the year. Development of the revised 
Manual will be accompanied by an extensive training programme to ensure its revised and im-
proved standards are understood and disseminated widely across the sector.

In relation to resourcing, the NTA is working with local authorities on the resources required 
to deliver upon the Government’s ambition in the area of active travel. I am committed to work-
ing with local authorities in relation to securing those resources and I wrote to the County and 
City Management Association (CCMA) indicting my support and committing to funding those 
proposals.

24/03/2021WRF04900Road Projects

24/03/2021WRF05000131. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Transport if capital funding has been 
set aside in budget 2021 for road projects (details supplied) in County Cork. [39488/20]



24 March 2021

53

24/03/2021WRF05100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the requirements of the 
Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory approvals.

In this context, TII is best placed to advise on the current status and funding of the refer-
enced projects in County Cork.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRF05200Taxi Sector

24/03/2021WRF05300132. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if he has engaged with the 
taxi representative associations since their protest in September 2020 which called for a range 
of supports and reforms in the sector; the changes that have been introduced since then; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15572/21]

24/03/2021WRF05400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy may be aware, I have met 
with taxi representative groups both before and after their protest. I also met with the Advisory 
Committee on Small Public Service Vehicles (SPSV) and plan to do so again in April. The 
Committee is the primary stakeholder forum for the industry and enjoys a broad membership 
with members representing driver interests, dispatch operators, passenger interests, the tourist 
industry, consumer groups, and official stakeholders such as Local Government and An Garda 
Síochána. It has been a highly effectively forum since the start of the pandemic and I have en-
couraged taxi representatives to work through this committee.

The Deputy may be aware that the Government has introduced a wide-ranging programme 
of supports with broad eligibility criteria for individuals and businesses which have been ad-
versely affected by COVID-19.  These supports include wage subsidies, rates waivers, restart 
grants, lending facilities, equity injection, business advisory supports, and the Pandemic Un-
employment Payment.

In response to recommendations received from the Advisory Committee in mid-2020, my 
Department and the National Transport Authority (NTA), the statutory regulator, took addi-
tional action to support the industry.

The NTA has extended vehicle age limits to the end of 2021 and my Department has pro-
vided funding to the NTA to enable it to waive its standard annual SPSV (vehicle) licence 
renewal fees in 2021.  In addition, the NTA has expanded the eSPSV scheme which assists 
drivers making the switch to electric vehicles. In recognition of the particular difficulties faced 
by operators of older vehicles reaching the end of their useful life, the amount payable under 
the scheme has doubled to €20,000 for those operators who scrap older, high mileage vehicles 
for new full electric models.

24/03/2021WRG00200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRG00300133. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Taoiseach further to Parliamentary Question No. 4 of 
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17 February 2021, if it will still be ensured that the 43 weekly newspapers nationwide receive 
their fair share of the advertising in relation to the national Covid-19 campaigns. [14029/21]

24/03/2021WRG00400The Taoiseach: Public information campaigns in relation to Covid-19 have been advertised 
across a broad range of media, including national and local newspapers, and this will continue 
to be the case.

24/03/2021WRG00500Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRG00600134. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach the details of the process through which 
his Department drafts and produces legislation; if his Department outsources the drafting of 
legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting has been outsourced since he took office; and 
the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14428/21]

24/03/2021WRG00700The Taoiseach: My Department is very rarely the sponsor of legislation. As was the case 
with the Autumn and Spring Legislation Programmes, the forthcoming Summer Legislation 
Programme will include no bills from my own Department.

24/03/2021WRG00800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRG00900135. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach the dates on which he spoke to companies 
(details supplied) about vaccine provision in tabular form. [14592/21]

24/03/2021WRG01000The Taoiseach: The Government has regular and ongoing engagement with companies 
involved in supplying vaccines for Covid-19, as well as with the European Commission and 
others involved in the procurement and production of vaccines. For example, the Chief Execu-
tive of IDA Ireland is a member of the Taskforce on Covid Vaccination and is in regular contact 
with the companies concerned, many of which have a presence in Ireland.

In addition to these efforts, I myself have had a number of direct engagements with compa-
nies involved in the development and supply of vaccines.

Most recently these engagements have included meetings with AstraZeneca in December 
2020 and again with the CEO on 12 March, with Johnson and Johnson on 14 January, 12 March 
and again on 18 March, and with Moderna on 18 March, as well as number of engagements 
with Pfizer over the past 6 months, including meetings with their Managing Director for Ireland 
and their Global CFO and Executive Vice President, Global Supply.

24/03/2021WRG01025Shared Island Unit

24/03/2021WRG01050136. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Taoiseach his plans for the allocation of the shared 
island fund; and if an application process for this funding will be open to existing cross-Border 
bodies such as groups (details supplied).  [14705/21]

24/03/2021WRG01075The Taoiseach: On 22 October, I set out the Government’s vision and priorities on Shared 
Island in an online event at Dublin Castle. A Shared Island unit has been established in my De-
partment to coordinate and drive this work as a whole of Government priority.

In Budget 2021, the Government announced the Shared Island Fund, with €500m to be 
made available out to 2025, ring-fenced for Shared Island projects. The Shared Island Fund 
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provides significant new, multi-annual capital funding for investment on a strategic basis in col-
laborative North/South projects that will support the commitments and objectives of the Good 
Friday Agreement.

The Government will work in partnership with the Northern Ireland Executive and with the 
British Government to progress existing and new cross-border investment projects.

In this context, collaborative proposals from Local Authorities in border regions will be 
considered, taking account of overall regional development strategy and complementarity with 
the commitments and objectives on Shared Island that are set out in Programme for Govern-
ment. The Shared Island unit in my Department, is actively engaging with Local Authorities 
and the cross-border Local Authority forums.

In December, over €6m in funding from the Shared Island Fund was approved by the Gov-
ernment to launch the delivery of Phase 2 of the Ulster Canal. We are continuing to work in 
partnership with the Executive and through the North South Ministerial Council on the other 
cross-border investment projects, which are part of our Shared Island commitments in the Pro-
gramme for Government. Progressing these projects was a key focus of our discussions at 
the North South Ministerial Council Plenary in December 2020.  I have also had constructive 
engagement with British Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, on the Government’s Shared Island 
objectives and commitments, and have made it clear that we are happy also to engage on an 
East-West basis as we take this work forward.

Other relevant Programme for Government commitments include those to:

Work with the Executive to deliver key cross-border infrastructure initiatives, including 
the A5 road, the Narrow Water Bridge, and cross-border greenways, in particular the Sligo-
Enniskillen greenway. 

Work with the Executive and the UK Government to achieve greater connectivity on the 
island of Ireland.

Work with the Executive and the UK Government to commit to investment and develop-
ment opportunities in the North West and Border communities, including third level opportuni-
ties for young people from across the region at University of Ulster Magee Campus in Derry.

Support a north/south programme of research and innovation, including an all-island re-
search hub.

Continue to deepen north-south health links.

I met with members of the North West Strategic Growth Partnership and the North West Re-
gional Development Group on 18 February. We had a very productive discussion on their views 
and priorities for the North West City region and the Government’s complementary objectives 
as part of the Shared Island initiative.

There is also ongoing engagement at Ministerial and Departmental levels with Local Au-
thorities and cross-border Local Authority forums, including the North West Strategic Growth 
Partnership and Regional Development Group, the East Border Region and the Irish Central 
Border Area Network (ICBAN).

I welcome the North West Regional Development Group’s recently agreed statement of 
updated regional priorities for the North West region, as well as the publication today of IC-
BAN’s Framework of Regional Priorities for the Central Border Region and the Dublin Belfast 
Economic Corridor’s report on Current Profile, Potential in Recovery & Opportunities for Co-
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operation.

Strengthening social, economic and political links on the island and the promotion of all-
island approaches to the strategic challenges facing Ireland, North and South are key objectives 
for the Government’s Shared Island initiative. The role and contribution of Local Authorities 
in these areas is being taken account of as part of the research and civic dialogue work that is 
being progressed by the Shared Island unit in my Department.

24/03/2021WRG01100Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRG01200137. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Taoiseach the five most recent significant capital 
projects in the major functional responsibilities of his Department which require his sanction; 
the time which elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal for consideration until 
the construction commenced; the significant elements making up this period; the time spent in 
assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in assessment prior to ap-
proval in the procurement process of contractors; and the way this duration compared with the 
targeted time to delivery set out at the outset of the process. [14786/21]

24/03/2021WRG01300The Taoiseach: My Department has no subhead provision for capital expenditure.

24/03/2021WRG01400Intellectual Property

24/03/2021WRG01500138. Deputy John Brady asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the engagement Ireland had in respect of the position taken by the European Commis-
sion at the March 2021 World Trade Organization meeting on the proposed temporary TRIPS 
waiver on intellectual property in respect of Covid-19 vaccines and technology; if Ireland sup-
ported the decision by the European Commission to oppose such a waiver; if he will engage 
further with the European Commission on this issue in advance of the next World Trade Orga-
nization meeting in April 2021; his views on the implications of this matter for global public 
health and the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15381/21]

24/03/2021WRG01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): International Trade is a competence of the EU under the Treaties.  In exercising that 
competence at the WTO, the European Commission engages with Member States, including 
Ireland, through a variety of Committee and Working Parties/Groups, including on intellectual 
property. 

The EU’s current position on the proposed waiver is that the WTO international agreement 
on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (The TRIPS Agreement), allows coun-
tries the flexibility to respond to the concerns raised by proposers of the wavier.  Specifically, 
the TRIPS Agreement allows compulsory licensing which is when a government permits an 
entity to produce the patented product or process without the consent of the patent owner. 

The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support universal 
and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments. 

The EU considers that the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global 
supply and access to COVID vaccines, is the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that high-
income countries finance the vaccines and support the developing countries to secure their 
share of global supply. 
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Ireland has consistently championed collaborative responses to the pandemic, with a focus 
on ensuring that the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable are served by our collective effort.  
As a member of the global health community, Ireland continues to play an active role in ensur-
ing fair and equitable access to vaccines for all.  This includes supporting the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the Global Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund, to develop, produce 
and equitably distribute effective technologies in the COVID-19 global response.

24/03/2021WRG01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRG01800139. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if businesses which were non-trading in March 2020 but began or were due to 
begin trading in 2020 or 2021 during the pandemic will qualify for the Covid-19 business aid 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13884/21]

24/03/2021WRG01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am acutely aware of the difficulties that these necessary ongoing Covid-19 restrictions 
are putting on all businesses right across the country.  Business owners are making sacrifices in 
order to protect their communities.

With that in mind, I recently announced the new Small Business Assistance Scheme for 
COVID.  This scheme is now open for applications through Local Authorities and will provide 
a €4,000 grant for businesses for the first quarter of this year.  Closing date for Local Authorities 
to receive applications is 21st April, 2021.   

The Scheme is open to companies, self-employed, sole traders or partnerships, with a mini-
mum turnover of €50,000 and are not owned and operated by a public body. The Scheme is 
open to firms that currently employ less than 250 and with current turnover of less than €25m.

Businesses down 75% or more in turnover among those expected to benefit the scheme.  
The scheme is available to businesses not eligible for CRSS, the Fáilte Ireland Business Conti-
nuity Scheme, or the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media’s Live 
Performance Support.

The business must operate from a building, or similar fixed physical structure on which 
business rates are payable (mobile premises, or premises which are not permanently fixed in 
place, do not meet the definition of business premises nor do premises on which no rates are 
payable).

Specifically in relation to the time period you reference, the turnover of the business over 
the claim period can be estimated to be no more than 25% of the average weekly turnover of 
the business in 2019; or the projected average weekly turnover of the business for 1 January to 
31 March 2021, for businesses that commenced trading after 1 November 2019.  Businesses 
which began trading during 2020 are therefore eligible to apply for the scheme if they meet the 
other qualifying criteria. 

Full details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are available on my Department’s 
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.  

24/03/2021WRG02000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRG02100140. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the redundancy protections in place for women who have had to cut back on their 
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hours or take leave during the Covid-19 pandemic to manage unpaid domestic, childcare and 
homeschooling demands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13896/21]

24/03/2021WRG02200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): From the outset of Covid-19, many employers have taken the initiative, in line with sub-
sequent requests from the Government, to be as flexible as possible in allowing staff time off 
to look after their children who are not attending school or crèche. Some of the options to be 
considered for workers with caring responsibilities may include -

- Allowing employees to work from home,

- Altering shifts, so that employees can coordinate caring between themselves and partners, 
or another person,

- Allowing employees to rearrange holidays,

- Allowing employees to rearrange parental leave, 

- Allowing employees to take paid time off that can be worked back at a later time.

I would encourage any employees affected by the lack of childcare to engage with their 
employer in the first instance to explore all options available to enable them to continue work-
ing.  I would encourage employers to be as flexible and supportive as possible with a view to 
maintaining good employment relationships over the long term.

The existing provisions of the Redundancy Payments Act 1967 continue to apply to em-
ployees.  A week, or any part of a week, where an employee is actually at work is considered to 
be reckonable service for the purposes of calculating a redundancy payment.  Various types of 
leave, such as annual leave or parental leave, are also allowable as reckonable service.

Finally the Workplace Relations Commission provides information to employees on em-
ployment, equality and industrial relations rights and obligations, and can be contacted at Lo-
call 1890 80 80 90 or via its website www.workplacerelations.ie.

24/03/2021WRG02300Competition and Consumer Protection Commission

24/03/2021WRG02400141. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the action taken by his Department with the Competition and Consumer Pro-
tection Commission on the need to conduct an investigation into potential mis-selling by Irish 
agents involved in the French leaseback property scandal; the steps he plans to take on the mat-
ter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13952/21]

24/03/2021WRG02500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): One of the primary functions of the Competition and Consumer Protection Commis-
sion (‘CCPC’) is to enforce consumer protection law in Ireland. For cross border consumer 
protection issues, the CCPC is part of the European Consumer Protection Co-operation (CPC) 
Network, which is comprised of national authorities responsible for enforcing EU consumer 
protection laws. This network protects consumers when conducting transactions across national 
borders and, allows consumer protection agencies to co-operate to resolve particular consumer 
issues. The CPC Network is central to addressing this matter, which involved the purchase by 
consumers of properties in France. These properties were developed, marketed, sold and man-
aged by French traders under a French ‘Residence de Tourisme’ scheme devised by the French 
Government to provide tourist accommodation in France. Under the European CPC network, 
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the appropriate authorities to conduct an investigation in relation to this matter are the French 
consumer protection authorities – Direction Générale de la Concurrence, de la Consommation 
et de la Répression des Fraudes (‘DGCCRF’). 

The CCPC has informed my Department it has engaged with the DGCCRF with respect to 
the issues highlighted by Irish property purchasers. The CCPC received complaints from Irish 
property purchasers and provided an initial preliminary assessment to the DGCCRF for over 
150 complainants. Following consultation with the DGCCRF, the CCPC collated and trans-
ferred to the DGCCRF the transactional documentation of over 150 Irish property purchas-
ers. The CCPC has and continues to provide significant time and resources to this matter and to 
support the DGCCRF investigation. In addition, throughout the period of engagement with the 
DGCCRF, whenever issues have been raised by Irish property purchasers, the CCPC has passed 
these on to DGCCRF and taken whatever additional steps requested by DGCCRF.   

In order to protect the integrity of the investigation and comply with relevant French crimi-
nal procedural codes, the DGCCRF requested that the CCPC refrain from commenting or com-
municating on the investigation other than providing updates. The CCPC has strictly adhered 
to this request. In April 2020, the CCPC was advised that due to COVID-19 the DGCCRF 
investigation had been disrupted and that this had delayed progress on the matter. However, the 
CCPC has continued to engage with the DGCCRF and to seek updates on progress. Although 
the COVID-19 crisis has impacted on the investigation, it has been assured that work continues 
and the matter is being progressed. The CCPC’s priority in relation to this matter is to continue 
to support the DGCCRF investigation and to ensure that compliance with the legal procedural 
requirements of the French criminal investigation process.

With regard to the Deputy’s question about the need to conduct an investigation into poten-
tial mis-selling by Irish agents, I am advised that:

- As the subject matter of Irish complainants relates to the purchase of French property 
under a French property scheme governed by French property and tax law, the appropriate au-
thorities to conduct an investigation are the DGCCRF.

- French traders were involved in the design, development and marketing of these French 
resorts/properties and promoted them to consumers. The DGCCRF criminal investigation is 
ongoing and on that basis it would not be appropriate for the CCPC to comment or communi-
cate on the specifics relating to the investigation. Therefore, it would also not be appropriate at 
this time to comment on any alleged role Irish agents may have had in the French Leaseback 
Property Scheme. 

- When DGCCRF has completed its investigation it will provide to the CCPC information 
on any potential concerns or infringements with respect to Irish agents identified during the 
course of their investigation. At that point, the CCPC will assess the information provided by 
the DGCCRF in order to determine whether there was any breach of consumer protection leg-
islation by Irish traders. 

- Following any such assessment and in accordance with their prioritisation principles, the 
CCPC will decide what action may be required.  

At this time the primary focus of the CCPC is to continue to support the DGCCRF inves-
tigation. The CCPC considers this matter as a high priority issue to which they have dedicated 
considerable resources.

24/03/2021WRG02600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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24/03/2021WRG02700142. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the plans being put in place in the form of a job retention scheme to assist SMEs to 
take on long-term employees and to encourage persons to return to work post Covid-19; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14001/21]

24/03/2021WRG02800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am acutely aware of the difficulties that the necessary ongoing Covid-19 restrictions are 
putting on businesses and employment right across the country.  

The Government has put in place a comprehensive package to help businesses and work-
ers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), the Pan-
demic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), 
the Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost loans, the deferral and 
warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. Details of the wide range of 
supports available are on my Department’s website: Government supports for COVID-19 im-
pacted businesses - DETE (enterprise.gov.ie)

Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the 
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. The 
Employment Wage Support Scheme was announced as part of Budget 2021 to assist employers 
in keeping their staff on the payroll. This economy-wide support provides a flat-rate subsidy to 
qualifying employers.  

The level of support now being provided to businesses across all sectors is unprecedented 
and ahead of that available in other jurisdictions. Our focus is to ensure the safety of our people 
and guide our economy towards recovery by ensuring that we had an appropriate mix of sup-
ports in place to support workers and businesses in moving between the levels of the Resilience 
and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19.

I will continue to work with my colleagues to monitor the schemes of our Departments and 
to identify practical actions to protect jobs, help businesses and build their resilience through 
this unprecedented time.  My colleague, Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for Social 
Protection may be able to assist you further in relation to job retention schemes.

24/03/2021WRG02900Labour Market

24/03/2021WRG03000143. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the plans being developed to entice emigrants to return to Ireland to join the work-
force, especially in construction, in which there is a deficit in workers which will impact nega-
tively on the capital programme from 2021 onwards. [14025/21]

24/03/2021WRG03100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As part of its 2020 work programme, the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs, the in-
dependent body that advises the Government on the current and future skills needs of the Irish 
economy, developed and published Building Future Skills- The Demand for Skills in Ireland’s 
Built Environment Sector to 2030. 

The aim of this study was to identify the nature and quantity of the scale of the skills needs 
of the Built Environment sector over the next decade, to help support delivery of Government 
objectives across housing, infrastructural development and climate change mitigation. It was 
also tasked with development of a suite of recommendations to ensure the sector’s future skills 
needs are fully addressed by stakeholders through the education and training system and any 
other relevant sources of skills supply.
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A range of industry representative and professional organisations across the Built Environ-
ment sector, along with the key public sector stakeholders, inputted into the comprehensive 
research exercise undertaken in support of this study. They also formed the representative pub-
lic and private sector steering group that advised on and guided its progress, as well as on the 
development of suite of recommendations to meet the level of demand for built environment 
services over the next decade. 

In the coming months my officials will be working to establish a public and private sector 
implementation group to progress the recommendations in the Building Future Skills report, 
with a view to meeting the demand for skills over the coming decade. 

As well as actions focussed on stimulating skills development across the sector and aligning 
provision with technological and low carbon economy requirements, the report recommended 
a coordinated campaign, led by industry, with support from education and training providers 
and Government, to promote careers across Ireland’s Built Environment sector and increase its 
skills pool.

Actions include a coordinated marketing campaign to promote the sector’s career oppor-
tunities, including through the development of a ‘shared identity’ for the sector. This is to be 
targeted at those of school going age as well as potential career changers and those across other 
sectors of the economy with skills that are transferable to Built Environment activities.

This campaign is to incorporate existing initiatives to address gender balance within Built 
Environment activities, as well as industry working with the Department of Social Protection 
and Education and Training providers to target, recruit and reskill those workers from other 
sectors finding their job roles becoming redundant due to digitalisation, the transition to a low 
carbon economy, as well as the impact of Covid-19.

As part of the broader post-pandemic recovery, it is envisaged that this marketing cam-
paign will also encompass the attraction of overseas workers, which already make a significant 
contribution to the delivery of Ireland’s Built Environment priorities. This is reflected in the 
representation of EU workers in the Irish workforce, as well as the increased representation of 
non-EEA workers, following the extension of eligibility for employment permits to a range of 
Built Environment occupations in 2019.

Efforts have already been made to attract overseas capacity through the promotion of Ire-
land’s infrastructure project pipeline at the World Expo and as part of Ireland’s annual trade 
delegations for St Patrick’s Day. My officials will also engage with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs as it implements Global Ireland- Ireland’s Diaspora Strategy 2020-2025 in the com-
ing years. The strategy highlights the benefits returning emigrants bring in terms of skills and 
knowledge gained abroad, which can help develop both the national and local economies. To 
this end, it commits to improving the provision of information on returning to Ireland as well as 
the dissemination of information on skills needs.

24/03/2021WRG03200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRG03300144. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the amount businesses have drawn down from the €2 billion Covid-19 credit 
guarantee scheme launched in 2020; and if a quarterly breakdown of the amounts drawn down 
will be provided. [14026/21]

24/03/2021WRG03400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme is the largest loan guarantee scheme in the 
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history of the State.   The Scheme provides €2 billion in lending, for terms up to five-and-a-half 
years and offers a range of lending products between €10,000 and €1 million.  It is available to 
SMEs and small mid-caps (business with less than 500 employees), including primary produc-
ers (businesses engaged in the farming and seafood sectors).

This scheme is providing vital access to lending facilities for a wide range of sectors.  Busi-
nesses which have been most impacted by the effects of the virus are utilising the Scheme.  The 
wholesale and retail sector accounted for nineteen percent of loans drawn, the accommodation 
and food services sector accounted for fourteen percent of loans drawn, and the primary agri-
culture and fisheries sector accounted for thirteen percent of loans drawn by value, demonstrat-
ing that funding is getting to where it is most needed. 

There have been 3,470 loans drawn for a value of €207 million under the Scheme up to 4 
March (latest data available from participating lenders). These loans are being drawn from all 
over the country.  

In order to provide the public with relevant data on the performance of the scheme, my 
Department publishes weekly and monthly reports on its website.  These reports provide data 
on loans drawn under a wide variety of themes and are available at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/
Publications/COVID-19-Credit-Guarantee-Scheme-Performance-Reports.html.

The Scheme is currently available through commercial banks, several non-bank lenders and 
a number of credit unions.  This long-term policy goal of diversification will add competition 
in the market and ensure a wide range of loan products are available throughout the regions.

24/03/2021WRG03500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRG03600145. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the supports available under the Covid-19 business aid scheme for those without 
commercial rates contributions (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14046/21]

24/03/2021WRG03700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am aware of the difficulties that business owners continue to face and with that in mind 
the Government has put in place a comprehensive package to help businesses and workers dur-
ing the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), Small 
Business Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost loans, the deferral and warehous-
ing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. 

I would urge business owners to seek the supports outlined above if they have not already 
done so. I would also suggest they contact their Local Enterprise Office and they can signpost 
and advise of supports that maybe available. 

The SBASC scheme you refer to does have a payment of rates eligibility requirement.  The 
intention behind this provision is to assist businesses operating from fixed premises to meet 
some of the ongoing fixed costs of maintaining those premises.   

The schemes are there to help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and to provide basic 
weekly income support up to maximum of €350 per week.  They are not created to provide 
compensation for loss of personal income above this level or compensation for loss of profits 
for any sector. 
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I want to assure you, however, that I am in consultation with business sectors and am aware 
of their concerns and I and my colleagues across Government are continuing to keep the range 
of measures under review.

24/03/2021WRG03800Pharmaceutical Sector

24/03/2021WRG03900146. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the feasibility studies and engagement that has been carried out to date on the poten-
tial to manufacture Covid-19 vaccines in Ireland given the level of pharmaceutical companies 
and activities here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14127/21]

24/03/2021WRG04000149. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the person or body negotiating with pharmaceutical companies on behalf of the IDA 
vis-à-vis the production of vaccine in the Irish pharmaceutical sector; the person or section with 
which the IDA is liaising in his Department; the proposition being put to the pharmaceutical 
companies; the companies that have been met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14255/21]

24/03/2021WRG04100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 146 and 149 together.

It is well known that Ireland is internationally recognised as a centre of excellence in the 
pharmaceutical sector and in the broader life sciences sector. In recognition of the critical work 
of those Irish-based companies, last October I convened a series of short meetings with several 
of IDA Ireland’s biopharmaceutical client companies to hear about the crucial role they are 
playing in the public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic and particularly on the work 
being done in Ireland to assist in the global efforts to combat COVID-19. 

However, it was clear from these meetings and IDA Ireland’s ongoing mapping of the sec-
tor that there is currently no available capacity within these pharmaceutical plants to produce 
COVID-19 vaccines.

Separate to existing capacity, the COVID-19 Products Scheme was developed jointly by 
IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland under the European Commission Temporary Framework 
that allows additional aid to be granted by EU Member States to companies that are developing 
or producing medicinal products used in the fight against COVID-19.  

IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland are supporting a range of companies with product and 
process solutions of relevance to the ongoing global response to tackling Covid-19. This in-
cludes some projects in the area of vaccines as well as many other projects in areas such as 
PPE production, medical devices, sanitisers & sanitising equipment and diagnostic tests, all of 
which remain important responses to the Covid-19 challenge.

In the area of vaccine production, Enterprise Ireland has identified Irish companies that can 
offer solutions to the bottleneck of vaccine production, including those in the areas of germ-free 
eggs for vaccine manufacture and avian transgenics, software services underpinning vaccine 
manufacturing and related laboratory works etc. Enterprise Ireland is currently working with 
client companies in these areas to deliver on their proposals under the COVID-19 Products 
Scheme.

24/03/2021WRG04200Workplace Relations Commission
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24/03/2021WRG04300147. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment his views on the data which show that 46% of inspections in meat processing 
plants between 2015 and 2020 uncovered breaches of employment law; the number of work-
place inspectors the Workplace Relations Commission has; and his further views on whether 
this is sufficient for it to successfully investigate and uncover breaches of employment law in 
the meat processing sector and other sectors. [14201/21]

24/03/2021WRG04400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is an independent, statutory body under 
the aegis of my Department, established on 1st October 2015 under the Workplace Relations 
Act 2015. The WRC’s primary functions include the inspection of employment law compli-
ance, the provision of information on employment law, mediation, adjudication, conciliation, 
facilitation, and advisory services.

Table 1 sets out that in the period 2015 to 2020, WRC Inspectors found breaches of employ-
ment law in 48% of inspections undertaken in the meat processing sector.  Table 2 sets out the 
type of breaches identified. 

Inspections carried out by WRC Inspectors operate on a compliance model. This means 
that an inspector will work with the employer to ensure that the employer fulfils all their statu-
tory obligations and that any outstanding wages or entitlements are given to workers. Almost 
€184,000 in outstanding wages were recovered by the WRC for workers in the meat processing 
sector in the period 2015 to 2020.   

Where an employer fails to comply, the inspector can use a range of statutory enforcement 
measures. These are:

- Fixed Penalty Notice: An employer may be required to pay a fixed amount in respect of 
breaches of employment law (e.g., €1,500 in relation to failure to provide payslips)

- Compliance Notice: These require employers to take specific action to remedy contraven-
tions over a range of employment law and failure to comply with the notice could result in a 
prosecution

- Prosecution: Employers can be prosecuted in relation to a range of contraventions, includ-
ing failure to pay statutory national minimum wage rate, employment of foreign nationals with-
out permission to work and failure to keep employment records as prescribed in law. 

The WRC Inspectorate is staffed by civil servants of my Department. WRC inspectors are 
ranked at Executive Officer (EO) and Higher Executive Officer (HEO) level. As of 19 March 
2021, there are a total of 53 WRC Inspectors, 48 at EO level and 5 at HEO.  My Department, in 
conjunction with the Public Appointments Service (PAS) has recruitment campaigns in train to 
recruit WRC inspectors at both EO and HEO level. 

Inspectors from both the Health and Safety Authority and the Department of Agriculture are 
active in this sector. Between the 18th of May 2020 and the 12th of March 2021, the Health and 
Safety Authority completed 297 inspections of meat processing facilities, which include those 
connected with COVID-19 outbreaks. In addition, Agriculture inspectors from the Department 
of Agriculture , Food and the Marine have undertaken over 741 COVID-19 related inspections 
at meat processing facilities since the 18th of May 2020. 

In October last year, I wrote to the Director General of the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion expressing my concern regarding the inspection figures relating to the meat processing 
sector; querying whether the oversight of employment rights in this sector was sufficient; and if 
it was time for a renewed focus by the WRC on meat processing plants.
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My Department is committed to ensuring that adequate resourcing is provided to the WRC. 
In 2021, the WRC has been allocated funding of €12,556,000 in respect of pay and €2,614,000 
in respect of non-pay, and I am satisfied that the resources provided to the WRC are sufficient 
to enable it deliver on its important mandate.

Table 1: 

Breakdown of Meat Processing Inspections by the WRC Inspectorate:

Year No. of Inspection Cases Cases in Breach
2015 4 4
2016 9 6
2017 11 7
2018 11 6
2019 15 1
2020 11 5
Total 61 29
% 100 48 % 
Note: The quoted figure of 46% non-compliance was based on draft figures for 2020, the 

revised figure for the full period 2015-2020 is 48%.

Table 2:

Breakdown of breaches of employment law:

Details of breaches 2015-2020
National Minimum Wage Act Failure to pay National Minimum Wage (8)
Organisation of Working Time Act (incl. 
records)

Lack of full statutory employment records 
(11), Annual Leave (3), Public Holidays (4)

Employment Permits Acts Illegal employment of foreign national (10)
Payment of Wages Act Payslips (2), Unauthorised deduction from 

wages (3)
Terms of Employment (Information) Act Failure to provide terms of employment (1).
Protection of Young Persons (Employment) 
Act

No abstract of Act displayed (1), Statutory 
Breaks (1)

Note: There may be more than one breach of a particular piece of legislation detected during 
the course of an inspection case.

24/03/2021WRG04500Work Permits

24/03/2021WRG04600148. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment his plans to reopen applications for work permits for dairy farm assistants in early 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14209/21]

24/03/2021WRG04700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The employment permits system is designed to facilitate the entry of appropriately skilled 
non-EEA nationals to fill skills and/or labour shortages, however, this objective must be bal-
anced by the need to ensure that there are no suitably qualified Irish/EEA nationals available to 
undertake the work and that the shortage is a genuine one.
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Earlier this year, Minister of State Damien English TD engaged with the Irish Farmers As-
sociation and Producers on matters relating to employment in the agri-food sector in Ireland.

In order to ensure that the employment permits system is responsive to changes in economic 
circumstances and labour market conditions, it is managed through the operation of the critical 
skills and the ineligible occupations lists which determine employments that are either in high 
demand or are ineligible for consideration for an employment permit. The lists are subject to 
twice yearly reviews which are evidence based and are guided by research undertaken by the 
Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) and the Skills and the Labour Market Research 
Unit (SLMRU) in SOLAS, a public consultation process, input from the relevant policy De-
partments and the Economic Migration Inter-Departmental Group, chaired by the Department.  
Account is also taken of contextual factors such as Brexit and, in the current context, COVID 
19 and their impact on the labour market.

The pilot quota-based scheme introduced in May 2018 following consideration of a detailed 
business case submitted by the sector, provided a quota of 150 general employment permits for 
the occupation of Dairy Farm Assistant.  This pilot scheme has proved very successful for a 
range of employers in the sector and the quota of 150 employment permits is now exhausted.

Consideration of the submissions received to the current occupations lists review is under-
way, including from the farming sector, and scheduled to be finalised in March.

  Question No. 149 answered with Question No. 146.

24/03/2021WRG04900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRG05000150. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the grants available for online businesses in cases in which they are not entitled to 
the Covid restriction support scheme and Covid business aid scheme payments; the alternatives 
available to them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14387/21]

24/03/2021WRG05100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic have illustrated just how vital an 
online trading presence can be to the survival of our SMEs and microenterprises.  Those busi-
nesses that have embraced the digital marketplace are now reaping the rewards.

The Trading Online Voucher scheme, administered, on behalf on my Department, by the 
Local Enterprise Office network aims to assist our micro-enterprises to realise the potential of 
online trading. This Scheme offers eligible micro-enterprises a voucher of up to €2,500 (50% 
co-funded by the recipient) to help them develop their online capacity. This includes training 
sessions that cover various topics, such as developing a website, digital marketing, social media 
for business and search engine optimisation.

The COVID-19 Online Retail Scheme, administered by Enterprise Ireland through funding 
provided by my Department, is helping indigenous Irish retailers enhance their digital capabil-
ity and to build a more resilient business for both the domestic and global marketplace. 

Companies whether trading on-line or not have access to all of the COVID-19 business 
Schemes once the relevant eligibility criteria are fulfilled. 

I recently announced the new Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID.  This scheme 
is now open for applications through Local Authorities and will provide a €4,000 grant for 
businesses for the first quarter of this year.  Closing date for Local Authorities to receive ap-



24 March 2021

67

plications is 21st April, 2021.  A decision on the second quarter of this year will be made in due 
course.  

The Government has introduced a comprehensive package to help businesses and workers 
during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), low-
cost loans, the deferral and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. 

I would urge business owner to seek the supports outlined above if they have not already 
done so. I would also suggest that a business owner should contact their Local Enterprise Office 
and they can signpost and advise on supports that maybe available.

The schemes are there to help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and to provide basic 
weekly income support up to maximum of €350 per week.  They are not created to provide 
compensation for loss of personal income above this level or compensation for loss of profits 
for any sector.

Full details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are available on my Department’s 
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

I want to assure you that I and my colleagues across Government will continue to keep the 
range of measures under review.

24/03/2021WRG05200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRG05300151. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the financial supports available for mobile businesses that are not entitled to the 
Covid restriction support scheme and Covid business aid scheme payments and do not pay 
commercial rates; if he is considering supports for these businesses; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14388/21]

24/03/2021WRG05400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am acutely aware of the difficulties that the necessary ongoing Covid-19 restrictions are 
putting on businesses right across the country.  

With this in mind the Government has put in place a comprehensive package to help busi-
nesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support 
Scheme (CRSS), the Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost loans, 
the deferral and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. Details of 
the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website: Government supports for 
COVID-19 impacted businesses - DETE (enterprise.gov.ie)

Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the 
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. 

I would urge business owners to seek the supports outlined above if they have not already 
done so. I would also suggest they contact their Local Enterprise Office who can signpost them 
and advise them of supports that may be available for their business.

The Government is very much open to proposals as to how we can help businesses further. 
However, our schemes are there to help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and to provide 
basic weekly income support up to maximum of €350 per week. We are not providing compen-
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sation for loss of personal income above this level or compensation for loss of profits for any 
sector.

24/03/2021WRG05500Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRG05600152. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the details of the process through which his Department drafts and produces leg-
islation; if his Department outsources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the 
drafting was outsourced since he took office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each 
Bill. [14417/21]

24/03/2021WRG05700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): My Department drafts and produces primary legislation through the process set out in the 
Cabinet Handbook. This process includes carrying out appropriate consultations with, and/or, 
where a constitutional issue or issues involving legal policy are likely to be involved, seeking 
advice from the Office of the Attorney General and seeking Government approval in respect of 
any principle of the policy to be legislated for which approval has not been already obtained.

The Department prepares a General Scheme in respect of the proposed Bill, made up of 
individual numbered heads which will set out drafting instructions and a note explaining these 
instructions. Once this Scheme is prepared, it is circulated to the Department of Finance and 
any other Department which may be concerned, along with the Office of the Attorney General, 
for observations.  A Regulatory Impact Analysis must also be carried out in line with the Cabi-
net Handbook. Following these steps, permission to draft the relevant legislation in line with the 
General Scheme is sought from Government. Legislative proposals are submitted to Oireachtas 
Committees, as appropriate.

The preparation of legislative text is arranged by the Attorney General on the request of the 
Department, on foot of Government authority to draft. Parliamentary Counsel, in the Office of 
Parliamentary Counsel to the Government (“OPC”), is assigned to the Bill and is responsible 
for drafting same on foot of policy instructions provided by the Department. Where any addi-
tional/novel policy issue arises during the drafting stage, which it is intended will be provided 
for in the Bill, further Government approval is obtained in respect of such policy. Further Gov-
ernment approval is required in advance of publication of Heads of Bill.  Once the drafting of 
the Bill has been completed Government approval of the text and authority to present the Bill 
to the Dáil or Seanad is sought.  Communications regarding the drafting of amendments after 
the initiation of the Bill in either House will be sent to the Parliamentary Counsel to the Gov-
ernment, and no substantive amendments should be finally accepted at Committee or Report 
Stage without prior consultation with Parliamentary Counsel to ensure that no unintended con-
sequences will arise.

In respect of the drafting of secondary legislation, the OPC also plays a role in drafting or 
settling instruments which commence primary legislation, amend primary legislation, instru-
ments which are to be made by the Government, and those to be made by some other body 
where so requested by a Minister of Government or Minister of State operating relevant the 
statutory function for approval of the draft instrument.

Since I took office in June 2020, there has been one instance where my Department out-
sourced the drafting of legislation to an external barrister. This related to drafting of the Em-
ployment Permits (No.2) Regulations 2020. The cost of this contract was €453.75.
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24/03/2021WRG05800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRG05900153. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if businesses with no rateable premises will be denied access to the Covid-19 busi-
ness aid scheme; if funding will be made available to cover this cohort of businesses; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14488/21]

24/03/2021WRG06000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am aware of the difficulties that business owners continue to face and with that in mind 
the Government has put in place a comprehensive package to help businesses and workers dur-
ing the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), Small 
Business Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost loans, the deferral and warehous-
ing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. 

I would urge business owners to seek the supports outlined above if they have not already 
done so. I would also suggest they contact their Local Enterprise Office and they can signpost 
and advise of supports that maybe available.

The SBASC scheme you refer to does have a payment of rates eligibility requirement.  The 
intention behind this provision is to assist businesses operating from fixed premises to meet 
some of the ongoing fixed costs of maintaining those premises.   

The schemes are there to help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and to provide basic 
weekly income support up to maximum of €350 per week.  They are not created to provide 
compensation for loss of personal income above this level or compensation for loss of profits 
for any sector.

I want to assure you, however, that I am in consultation with business sectors and am aware 
of their concerns and I and my colleagues across Government are continuing to keep the range 
of measures under review.

Full details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are available on my Department’s 
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.  

24/03/2021WRG06100Redundancy Payments

24/03/2021WRG06200154. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the engagement he or bodies under his aegis had in respect of redundancies at a 
company (details supplied); if he will encourage the company to negotiate an enhanced redun-
dancy payment in respect of those impacted; his plans to review and report on the reason for the 
company making these redundancies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14621/21]

24/03/2021WRG06300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The announcement of 150 redundancies in this company is very regrettable and I extend 
my sympathies to the workers who have lost their jobs and to the families affected.  I understand 
that the manufacturing and production operations will not be impacted. As a client of Enterprise 
Ireland, the Agency has had discussions with the senior management team of the company on 
their proposals and will be working to maintain the maximum number of jobs in Ireland. I have 
asked my officials to keep me updated on developments and to see if we can be of assistance.  

Negotiations on enhanced redundancy are a voluntary matter between a company and its 
employees.  Our Agencies will continue to work in a coordinated way to support those who 
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have lost their jobs with welfare entitlements, job-search assistance and upskilling opportuni-
ties available to all impacted workers as they assess their options.

24/03/2021WRH00200Enterprise Ireland

24/03/2021WRH00300155. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the amount in grants and-or funding provided by Enterprise Ireland by year to a 
company (details supplied). [14629/21]

24/03/2021WRH00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Since 2012, Enterprise Ireland have given grant supports of  €29m for various R&D 
Projects and HRD Programmes to the company queried by the Deputy. The breakdown of this 
amount is in the table below.

Year Activity Grant 
2012
2014
2016 

6 R&D Projects   €18m 

2012
2014 

7 HRD programmes   €6m 

2013 IMF - Phase 1 R&D and 
HRD grants   

€2m 

2014 IMF – Phase 2Energy/Envi-
ronmental   

€2m 

2018 Lean and R&D   €0.52m 
2020 Lean €0.5m 
Total   €29m 

24/03/2021WRH00500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRH00600156. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the status of the development of the Covid business assistance scheme; if the 
scheme will include backdated payments which take into account the loss of income and the 
costs incurred over the past 12 months, since the start of Covid-19 restrictions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14655/21]

24/03/2021WRH00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am acutely aware of the difficulties that these necessary ongoing Covid-19 restrictions 
are putting on all businesses right across the country.  Business owners are making sacrifices in 
order to protect their communities. 

With that in mind, I recently announced the new Small Business Assistance Scheme for 
COVID.  This scheme is now open for applications through Local Authorities and will provide 
a €4,000 grant for businesses for the first quarter of this year.  Closing date for Local Authorities 
to receive applications is 21st April, 2021.   In light of the extensive business supports which 
the government made available to businesses over the course of 2020, such as the Restart Grant 
schemes and others, there is no intention to backdate the scheme to any quarter of 2020.  

The Scheme is open to companies, self-employed, sole traders or partnerships, with a mini-
mum turnover of €50,000 and are not owned and operated by a public body. The Scheme is 
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open to firms that currently employ less than 250 and with current turnover of less than €25m.

Businesses down 75% or more in turnover among those expected to benefit the scheme.  
The scheme is available to businesses not eligible for CRSS, the Fáilte Ireland Business Conti-
nuity Scheme, or the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media’s Live 
Performance Support.

The business must operate from a building, or similar fixed physical structure on which 
business rates are payable (mobile premises, or premises which are not permanently fixed in 
place, do not meet the definition of business premises nor do premises on which no rates are 
payable).

The turnover of the business over the claim period is estimated to be no more than 25% of 
the average weekly turnover of the business in 2019; or the projected average weekly turnover 
of the business for 1 January to 31 March 2021, for businesses that commenced after 1 Novem-
ber 2020.

Full details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are available on my Department’s 
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.  

24/03/2021WRH00800Foreign Direct Investment

24/03/2021WRH00900157. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the targets set by IDA Ireland for foreign direct investment to each NUTS III re-
gion as required by the regional enterprise action plan; and the progress to date in meeting the 
respective targets. [14687/21]

24/03/2021WRH01000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Nine Regional Steering Committees established by my Department are implementing 
Regional Enterprise Plans.  This ‘bottom-up’ collaborative mechanism, involves IDA Ireland, 
Enterprise Ireland, Local Enterprise Offices, Local Authorities, higher and further education 
bodies, private sector and others, within each region, chaired by a senior figure from industry.

The Plans are focused on addressing region-specific enterprise development challenges and 
opportunities and the Regional Steering Committees provide a mechanism for joined up re-
sponses at a regional level.  The current Plans concluded at the end of 2020 and my Department 
is currently overseeing the development of new Regional Enterprise Plans to 2024. There are no 
specific targets for FDI in the Regional Enterprise Plans. Regional targets for FDI are set within 
the context of the IDA Corporate Strategy.  

The Government and IDA Ireland work hard to promote the country abroad for foreign 
direct investment (FDI), particularly in the face of international competition and current un-
precedented challenges including Brexit and Covid-19. Retaining and strengthening Ireland’s 
reputation as a first-class destination for FDI remains fundamentally important to our economic 
model.

The Government, along with IDA Ireland recognises that global competition for FDI is 
intensifying. We will have to work harder than ever before for new foreign direct investment 
and to expand the operations of current investors here.  Within this context, IDA Ireland pub-
lished its new strategy Driving Recovery & Sustainable Growth 2021-2024 in January 2021. It 
prioritises growing the regional enterprise base, driving productivity, building a sustainable 
enterprise base and increasing the spill-over effects from FDI to SMEs.
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24/03/2021WRH01100Regional Enterprise Development Fund

24/03/2021WRH01200158. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the distribution on a NUTS III basis of the regional enterprise development funds 
to date; and the breakdown of the projects funded in each NUTS III region of the regional 
strengthening projects which seek to stimulate community-based and local enterprise initia-
tives. [14688/21]

24/03/2021WRH01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): My Department’s Regional Enterprise Development Fund (REDF), first introduced in 
2017 and administered by Enterprise Ireland, supports significant regional initiatives that build 
on sectoral strengths and/or to better leverage identified resources to improve enterprise capa-
bility, in order to help sustain and add to employment at county, regional and national level.

There have been three calls under the Fund to date and just under €100 million in funding 
has been approved across 68 projects, with projects approved in every region.   

The total amount of funding for each of the NUTS III regions is as follows.

NUTS III region  Total approved REDF funding  
Border €11,643,160 
West €16,729,249 
Mid-West €15,094,209 
South-East €7,589,217 
South-West €18,237,889 
Dublin €11,544,458 
Mid-East €12,578,218 
Midlands €6,250,280 
Total €99,666,680

The projects which have been approved funding in each of the NUTS III regions is set out 
below.

The NUTS III Border region is made up of Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Sligo and Monaghan.

NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
Border Donegal Digital  Innovation 

CLG  
€1,119,640 

Leitrim County Enterprise 
Fund  

€1,284,000 

Leitrim Food Enterprise  
Zone  

€953,640 

The Leitrim Design House  €371,600 
Sligo County Enterprise  
Fund  

€1,906,640 

Monaghan County Enter-
prise Fund  (call 1)  

€202,800 

Monaghan County  Enter-
prise Fund (call 3)  

€577,960 
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NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
Bioconnect Innovation Cen-
tre  (Monaghan)  

€4,976,880 

Focused Engineering  Net-
work DAC (Monaghan)  

€250,000 

TOTAL €11,643,160 

 The NUTS III West region is made up of Galway, Mayo and Roscommon.

NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
West BIA Innovator Campus CLG  €2,446,148 
 Galway City Innovation 

District  
€2,487,400 

 Midc Páirc na Mara  €2,000,000 
 The Burren Lowlands CLG  €182,786 
 Comhoibriú CLG  €2,694,833 
 Galway City Innovation 

District  CLG
€1,205,833 

 Galway Technology Centre  €4,023,400 
 Grow Remote  €449,442 
 SCCUL Enterprise CLG  €1,239,408 
 TOTAL €16,729,249 

 The NUTS III Mid-West region is made up of Clare, Limerick and Tipperary.

NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
Mid-West Emerald Aerocluster CLG (call 1)  €250,000 
 Emerald Aerocluster CLG (call 3)  €350,560 
 Irish Bioeconomy Foundation 

CLG  
€4,628,753 

 BNest Social Initiative DAC  €603,400 
 Clare Mez DAC  €1,759,226 
 Hospital Food Unit DAC  €2,279,073 
 Future Mobility Campus Ireland 

CLG  
€4,723,197 

 Tipperary Innovation Engine  €500,000 
 TOTAL €15,094,209 

The NUTS III South-East region is made up of Carlow, Kilkenny, Waterford and Wexford.

NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
South-East Insurtech Network Centre 

DAC  
€1,439,832 

 ThreeD DAC  €1,303,556 
 Crystal Valley Tech DAC  €215,919 
 Incupharm DAC  €799,212 
 National Design Innovation 

Hub DAC  (call 2)  
€1,843,320 
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NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
 National Design Innovation 

Hub DAC  (call 3)  
€396,800 

 South-East Economic De-
velopment  Office  

€1,342,751 

 The Tradebridge Collabora-
tion DAC  

€247,827 

 TOTAL €7,589,217 

The NUTS III South-West region is made up of Cork and Kerry.

NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
South-West Agritech Centre of Excel-

lence  
€1,499,486 

 Cork Urban Enterprises  €669,064 
 IT@Cork CLG  €209,844 
 KerrySci Tech (call 1)  €236,500 
 KerrySci Tech (call 3)  €120,000 
 MOL TEIC CLG  €189,144 
 RDI Hub CLG  €3,614,669 
 Sneem Innovation and Tech 

Services  
€250,000 

 CIT Consortium Projects 
DAC  

€336,360 

 Ludgate Operations  €1,990,392 
 Vista Agri 4.0 Hub CLG  €1,865,214 
 Firies Business Hub DAC  €1,151,960 
 Seirbhís Forbartha Gnó 

DAC  
€2,700,000 

 Synbio Hub  €3,063,000 
 Benchspace Cork CLG  €342,256 
 TOTAL €18,237,889 

 NUTS III Dublin Region

NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
Dublin BPO Cluster Ireland CLG  €155,064 
 Dublin Enterprise and Tech-

nology  Centre  
€3,226,776 

 Ghala DAC  €2,488,528 
 Social and Local Enterprise  

Alliance DAC  
€1,135,195 

 Innovate Dublin Communi-
ties  

€249,955 

 SPADE CLG (St. Paul’s 
Development  Enterprise)  

€2,094,000 

 Linc Collaboratory DAC  €2,194,940 
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NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
 TOTAL €11,544,458 

The NUTS III Mid-East region is made up of Wicklow, Kildare, Meath and Louth.

NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
Mid-East MERITS –  County Kildare 

Community Network  
€1,917,200 

 Boyne Valley  Food Innova-
tion  

€1,580,640 

 Clermont Enterprise Hub 
Company  

€1,434,000 

 National Association of 
Community Enterprise Cen-
tres (NACEC)  

€369,600 

 UCD NOVA DAC  €3,002,441 
 Creative Spark CLG  €500,000 
 DKIT Connect  DAC  €3,774,337 
 TOTAL €12,578,218 

The NUTS III Midlands region is made up of Longford, Westmeath, Offaly and Laois.

NUTS III region  Project Approved REDF funding  
Midlands Irish Manufacturing Re-

search CLG  
€2,165,280 

 Offaly Innovation and De-
sign  

€458,240 

 Mountmellick Development  
Association  

€218,200 

 Portlaoise Innovation Centre 
DAC  

€2,050,560 

 Premier Lakelands Food 
Hub  

€1,358,000 

 TOTAL €6,250,280 

24/03/2021WRH01400Enterprise Support Services

24/03/2021WRH01500159. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if an international transport business operating as a sole trader (details supplied) 
in County Donegal can apply for the Enterprise Ireland Ready for Customs grant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14768/21]

24/03/2021WRH01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Enterprise Ireland’s Ready for Customs grant provides companies with financial assis-
tance to cover the costs of taking on much needed additional customs clearance staff. This grant 
is open to enterprises that are currently engaged in the movement of goods to, from, or through 
the UK and which will require new or increased customs clearance capacity. These include 
enterprises that are providing freight, haulage, logistics services to, from or through the UK or 
are providing customs intermediary services or are directly engaged in the movement of goods 
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with or through the UK.

Enterprises must be a limited company and have a CRO number (not a business name) and 
be incorporated in the Republic of Ireland at the time of application.   The other conditions in-
clude evidence of an EORI number from the Revenue Commissioners and where the provision 
of customs intermediary services is less than 12 months since establishment, the submission of 
a supporting business plan.

As the eligibility criteria states that enterprises must be a limited company and have a CRO 
number, sole traders are not eligible for the Ready for Customs grant support.

24/03/2021WRH01700Enterprise Support Services

24/03/2021WRH01800160. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if the Enterprise Ireland Ready for Customs grant is open to sole traders and lim-
ited companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14769/21]

24/03/2021WRH01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Enterprise Ireland’s Ready for Customs grant provides companies with financial assis-
tance to cover the costs of taking on much needed additional customs clearance staff. This grant 
is open to enterprises that are currently engaged in the movement of goods to, from, or through 
the UK and which will require new or increased customs clearance capacity. These include 
enterprises that are providing freight, haulage, logistics services to, from or through the UK or:

- Are providing customs intermediary services or

- Are directly engaged in the movement of goods with or through the UK.

In addition, enterprises:

- Must be a limited company and have a CRO number (not a business name) and be incor-
porated in the Republic of Ireland at the time of application.

- Must have an EORI number from Revenue.

- Enterprises providing customs intermediary services less than 12 months since establish-
ment must also provide a supporting business plan.

As the eligibility criteria states that enterprises must be a limited company and have a CRO 
number, sole traders are not eligible for the Ready for Customs grant support.

24/03/2021WRH02000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRH02100161. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the financial supports for wedding photographers and videographers who have 
closed their businesses due to Covid-19 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14770/21]

24/03/2021WRH02200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am keenly aware that businesses are continuing to make massive sacrifices to protect 
their communities and I am committed to ensuring that the Government will offer as much 
assistance and support as possible. The wedding sector has been one of the worst affected and 
I understand that the continued restrictions are a source of great concern. My Department has 
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worked to ensure that appropriate supports are in place for businesses that require finance as 
they develop their response to their exposure to impacts arising from COVID-19. Details of 
all schemes can be found on my Departments website: Government supports for COVID-19 
impacted businesses - DETE (enterprise.gov.ie)

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the 
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of 
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage 
Subsidy (EWSS) and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the week-
ly CRSS payment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, the Small Business 
Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), reduced VAT rates, a commercial rates holiday, the 
Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme as well as low-cost loans.

Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the re-
silience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. Details 
of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website.

These measures are in addition to the €7 billion July Stimulus of enterprise measures, which 
includes the Wage Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Pay-
ment, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of 
which will help to improve cashflow amongst self-employed. We are providing for an extension 
of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely affected businesses.

As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eli-
gible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes, to re-start 
their business. Further information is available at www.gov.ie.

On the 9th of December my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for So-
cial Protection, announced the doubling of the PUP threshold from the current €480 over four 
weeks to €960 over an eight-week period effective immediately. This measure is to assist those 
who are trying to restart their businesses and will allow self-employed people to take on inter-
mittent jobs without losing their entitlement to the PUP. The Department of Social Protection is 
also providing the Enterprise Support Grant, a once-off payment worth up to €1,000 per person 
is aimed at sole traders who do not pay commercial rates.  

The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other 
packages on offer in other countries. The new Small Business Assistance Scheme for Covid 
I announced last month will provide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in 
receipt of a rates bill from their local authority or in a rateable premises. While the grant is 
modest, it will help smaller businesses in particular to cover fixed costs such as rent, insurance, 
utilities, security.

The schemes are there to help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and to provide basic 
weekly income support up to maximum of €350 per week.  They are not created to provide 
compensation for loss of personal income above this level or compensation for loss of profits 
for any sector.

I would urge business owners to seek the supports outlined above if they have not already 
done so. I would also suggest they contact their Local Enterprise Office who can signpost them 
and advise them of supports that may be available for their business.

I want to assure you, however, that I am in consultation with business sectors and am aware 
of their concerns and I and my colleagues across Government are continuing to keep the range 
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of measures under review.

24/03/2021WRH02300Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRH02400162. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the five most recent significant capital projects in the major functional responsi-
bilities of his Department which require his sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial 
submission of the proposal for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant 
elements making up this period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning 
process; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contrac-
tors; and the way this duration compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset 
of the process. [14775/21]

24/03/2021WRH02500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): While a discrete element of capital expenditure under my Department’s Vote does involve 
investment in property mainly by the IDA Ireland as part of its efforts to attract FDI, the vast 
majority of our capital expenditure is targeted at supporting the enterprise promotion and job 
creation programmes of the Department and our Enterprise Agencies. These programmes in-
clude employment grants, competitive funds, regional enterprise grants, training grants, access 
to credit initiatives etc. and in the main are delivered by Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland and the 
Local Enterprise Offices. 

The core capital programmes delivered by our Enterprise Agencies together with the myriad 
of new Brexit/Covid measures rolled out by them over the last 12 months have been key to sus-
taining business and employment in the ongoing battle to survive the impact of the pandemic 
and to readjust to the new trading environment post Brexit.   

In short, the capital expenditure under my Department’s Vote is by its nature mainly pro-
gramme rather than project orientated.

24/03/2021WRH02600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRH02700163. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment when the restart grant will be reintroduced once businesses can reopen to support 
them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14815/21]

24/03/2021WRH02800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant Plus scheme has closed to new applications since 31 October 2020. The 
Scheme  has been superseded by a number of measures in Budget 2021, including the COVID 
Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) operated by the Revenue Commissioners, which offers a 
targeted, timely and temporary sector-specific support to businesses forced to close or trade at 
significantly reduced levels due to COVID of up to €5,000 per week.

The new Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC) gives grants to business-
es which are not eligible for the Government’s COVID Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), 
the Fáilte Ireland Business Continuity grant or other direct sectoral grant schemes. This scheme 
aims to help businesses with their fixed costs, for example, rent, utility bills, security. Applica-
tions for Phase 1 of the Scheme are now open via all Local Authorities and the closing date 
for receipt of applications is 21 April 2021. Further information and application forms are now 
available on the websites of all Local Authorities. 
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This new SBASC is in addition to the comprehensive package the Government has put in 
place to help businesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage 
Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID Restric-
tions Support Scheme (CRSS), low-cost loans, the deferral and warehousing of tax liabilities 
and the waiver of commercial rates.

Details of the wide range of COVID-19 supports are available on my Department’s website 
at:

Government supports for COVID-19 impacted businesses - DETE (enterprise.gov.ie)

24/03/2021WRH02900Health and Safety Authority 

24/03/2021WRH03000164. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the number of new HSA inspectors hired since June 2020 and January 2021, respectively; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14817/21]

24/03/2021WRH03100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
Since the 1st of January 2021, the Health and Safety Authority  (HSA) has hired one Grade II 
Inspector and a further two Grade III Inspectors will take up employment in early April.  

The HSA is actively recruiting Grade III inspectors at present and its current campaign had 
a closing date for receipt of applications of Friday, 19th of March last.  It is anticipated that 
successful candidates from this competition will take up employment from May 2021 onwards. 

As part of Budget 2021, an additional allocation of €4.2m was awarded to the HSA for 2021 
to cover additional staffing resources in respect of COVID-19 and Brexit related activities.

The Health and Safety Authority is the lead agency in relation to the assessment of com-
pliance with the Work Safely Protocol and, in that regard, its inspection resources have been 
supplemented during the period in question by inspectorates from other State Agencies/Gov-
ernment Departments, who are carrying out COVID-19 compliance checks as part of their 
normal duties. 

During the period from June to the 31st of December 2020 the HSA has not hired additional 
staff at inspector grade. However, during this time, 12 additional posts were filled in its Work-
place Contract Unit to assist the HSA in managing the increased number of calls from employ-
ers and employees around compliance with the Work Safely Protocol. In addition, staff from my 
Department were also seconded to the HSA to support the work of the Workplace Contact Unit.

24/03/2021WRH03200Health and Safety Authority 

24/03/2021WRH03300165. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the number of Covid-19-related compliance checks undertaken by the HSA since June 
2020 and January 2021, respectively; the number of inspections undertaken at sites of known 
outbreaks since these dates; the number of enforcement actions taken and completed since these 
dates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14818/21]

24/03/2021WRH03400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Between 1st June 2020 and the 31st December 2020, the HSA carried out a total 5,979 
workplace inspections of which 4,455 involved a compliance assessment of measures taken 
relating to the Work Safely Protocol.
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These inspections found:

  - 93% of workplaces had COVID-19 measures in place;

  - 79% of workplaces had COVID-19 Response plans in place; and

  - 73% of workplaces had a Lead Worker Representative appointed.

Between 1st January 2021 and 12th March 2021, the HSA carried 1,621 workplace inspec-
tions of which 1,581 included an assessment of compliance with the preventative measures of 
the Work Safely Protocol.

This cohort of inspections found:

  - 95% of workplaces had COVID-19 measures in place;

  - 82% of workplaces had COVID-19 Response plans in place; and

  - 78% of workplaces had a Lead Worker Representative appointed.

Under the Public Health Act (Infectious Diseases) Regulations, all infectious diseases are 
required to be reported to the Public Health Computerised Infectious Disease Reporting system 
(CIDR), which is managed by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre of the HSE, COV-
ID-19 was included under the Infectious Diseases (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No.53 
of 2020) on the 28 February 2020.

The management of outbreaks of COVID-19 is a matter of Public Health and comes under 
the relevant HSE Departments of Public Health and specifically the Medical Officer of Health. 
The role of the Medical Officer of Health includes convening an outbreak control team (OCT), 
which should comprise the necessary expertise to manage/control the outbreak.

The HSA has no statutory role in relation to outbreak management. However, the HSA has 
been asked to participate in Outbreak Control Teams by local Medical Officers of Health, when 
the HSA’s expertise of a workplace is deemed necessary. The HSA assist the public health ex-
perts in understanding the work processes that take place across the various sectors and work 
settings.

The HSA has participated in a total of 51 public health led local outbreak control teams in 
response to COVID-19 outbreaks across several business sectors. 

It is not HSA policy to record, as part of their inspection, details on whether a COVID-19 
outbreak is or has taken place in the workplace that they visit. The HPSC can provide a full list 
of workplaces where cases and outbreaks of COVID-19 have happened, and a breakdown of 
sectors and workplaces should therefore be made to them.

As part of its enforcement powers the HSA can issue Improvement Notices and Prohibition 
Notices. Improvement Notices are legal directives requiring specific improvement to be made 
within a required timeframe while Prohibition Notices are a legal instruction directing that 
specified work activity be immediately stopped because of a high level of danger or the pos-
sibility of serious personal injury. No Improvement or Prohibition Notices issued due to failure 
to comply with the provisions of the Work Safely Protocol in the periods in question. 

For the period 1st June to the 31st December 2020, 45% of the Work Safely Protocol inspec-
tions resulted in a report of inspection, i.e. a written direction was provided to the employer 
educating and advising where further efforts needed to be made, e.g. to formally document a 
COVID-19 response plan or improve physical distancing and hand hygiene practices. From 1st 
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January to the 12th March 2021, 38% of the inspections assessing compliance with the Work 
Safely Protocol resulted in a report of inspection. 

Based on the inspections it has carried out the HSA has found that the level of adherence 
with the Work Safely Protocols across all sectors, been very high. This should be looked upon 
as a positive indication that the vast majority of employers and employees throughout Ireland 
and in the many different sectors of employment are taking a responsible and proactive ap-
proach to meeting the requirements of the Work Safely Protocol.

24/03/2021WRH03500Health and Safety Authority 

24/03/2021WRH03600166. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the number of Covid-19 complaints received by the HSA since June 2020 and January 
2021, respectively; the percentage of these complaints that have been processed; the number 
of inspections and enforcement orders that were taken, respectively, as a result of these com-
plaints; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14819/21]

24/03/2021WRH03700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Workplace Contact Unit (WCU) is the Health and Safety Authority’s primary contact 
point for employers, employees, and members of the public to make complaints and seek infor-
mation or guidance in relation to matters under its remit.

Between 1st June and 31st December 2020, the WCU received 2,078 COVID-19 related 
complaints;

- 2,049 or 98.5% have been brought a conclusion and have been closed off following direct 
intervention by either the WCU or the HSA’s inspectorate.

- 30 or 1.5% remain open,

- 11 are active within the WCU,

- 19 have been assigned to the HSA’s inspectorate for further intervention.

Between 1st January and 12th March 2021, the WCU received 802 COVOID-19 related 
complaints;

- 701 or 87.5% have been brought a conclusion and have been closed off following direct 
intervention by either the WCU or the HSA’s inspectorate.

- 101 or 12.5% remain open,

- 89 are open for a period greater than five days,

- 57 of which remain active with the WCU,

- 32 have been assigned to the HSA’s inspectorate for further intervention.

The HSA undertakes an annual programme of approximately 10,000 inspections/investiga-
tions. These inspections/investigations are selected on the basis of several factors including 
fatalities, serious incidents, reported injuries and complaints, or a blend of these factors. While 
inspections may be undertaken on a reactive basis, inspections are also carried out on a proac-
tive basis. Investigations are a higher level of enforcement activity and are generally undertaken 
for more serious matters involving very serious injury or loss of life.
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As many complaints received in relation to COVID-19 may have been multifaceted and 
overlapped with other workplace health and safety matters, it has not been possible for the HSA 
to provide aggregate data specifically as regards COVID-19 inspections arising from individual 
complaints received.  However, the following summary data for the periods requested:

- From 1st June to 31st December 2020, 45% of inspections addressing the Work Safely 
Protocol resulted in a report of inspection on matters such as the need to formally document a 
COVID-19 response plan or improve physical distancing and hand hygiene practices. 

- Between 1st January and 12th March 2021, 38% of inspections addressing the Work Safe-
ly Protocol resulted in a report of inspection.

The HSA has found that the level of adherence with the Work Safely Protocol across all 
sectors, been very high and considers this to be a positive indication that the vast majority of 
employers and employees nationwide and sector wide are taking a responsible and proactive 
approach to meeting the requirements of the Protocol.

24/03/2021WRH03800Health and Safety Authority 

24/03/2021WRH03900167. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the actions he has taken to prevent employers obliging employees to attend the workplace 
in circumstances in which remote working is a possibility in spite of current Covid-19 restric-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14820/21]

24/03/2021WRH04000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): We are currently at Level 5 of the Government’s Plan for Living with Covid-19. The Plan 
clearly sets out that within this restriction level people should work from home unless it is ab-
solutely necessary to attend in person for the delivery of an essential service as listed on www.
gov.ie.

At the beginning of the year, I issued a statement underlining the seriousness of the issue 
and reminding employers to encourage and accommodate their employees to stay at home un-
less they are essential workers.

All employees should work from home where possible unless essential for them to attend 
their place of work, due to it being an essential health, social care or other essential service 
which cannot be done from home. 

The responsibility for determining what work can be done remotely remains with the em-
ployer, but employers and workers should seek to resolve any matters relating to remote work-
ing at a local level through mutual dialogue and engagement. Where this is not possible and an 
employee is dissatisfied, a compliant may be made to the State’s workplace relations services. 
Advice can be obtained from the Information & Customer Service of the Workplace Relations 
Commission (WRC) at Lo-call: 1890 80 80 90 or 059 9178990 or from its website www.wrc.ie.

It must be stressed, that at this particular critical juncture, given the seriousness of the over-
all situation with COVID-19 cases across the Community and the resulting pressure on our hos-
pital systems, it is vital that employers make provision for employees to work from home unless 
they are delivering an essential service as listed on www.gov.ie and cannot work for home.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) has produced a detailed guidance for both employ-
ers and employees in relation to home-working on a temporary basis during COVID-19 restric-
tions. This guidance will help employers to understand the requirements, and steps to take, 
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when setting up working-from-home arrangements for employees from a health and safety 
perspective. The guidance is available on-line at www.hsa.ie.

While the HSA has no role in determining which employees can work from home or not, it 
carries out, along with a number of other State Agencies, compliance inspections with the pre-
cautionary measures of the Work Safely Protocol. Where non-compliance with the Protocol is 
discovered the HSA can use various enforcement mechanisms at its disposal to ensure that the 
necessary measures are put in place.

Any worker with concerns about health and safety standards at their place of work can 
contact the Health and Safety Authority’s Workplace Contact Unit (WCU) for detailed advice 
including advice on compliance with the Work Safely Protocol. The WCU can be contacted by 
phone at Lo-call 1890289389 (landline) or (01) 6147000 or by email at wcu@hsa.ie.

I would also like to highlight the fact that there is a wide range of Government supports 
available to help businesses impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. Full details on financial sup-
ports, training and guidance are available on my Department’s website www.enterprise.gov.ie.

24/03/2021WRH04100Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

24/03/2021WRH04200168. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if a period spent on the pandemic unemployment payment can be included when 
reckoning continuous service to be eligible for a redundancy payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14869/21]

24/03/2021WRH04300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): In order to qualify for a statutory redundancy payment, an employee must have 104 
weeks continuous employment, be an employed contributor in employment which was insur-
able for all benefits under the Social Welfare Acts and be over the age of 16.  An eligible em-
ployee is entitled to two weeks statutory redundancy payment for every year of service, plus a 
bonus week.  Compensation is based on the worker’s length of reckonable service and reckon-
able weekly remuneration, subject to a ceiling of €600 per week.  

In relation to reckonable service for the purpose of the calculation of the redundancy lump 
sum, the current situation is that the Redundancy Payments Act 1967 provides that a period of 
layoff within the final 3 years of service before redundancy is not allowable as reckonable ser-
vice and is not included as service for the purposes of the calculation of the redundancy lump 
sum payment.   So, as it stands, an employee who is in receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment 
Payment is on layoff from their employment and that period of layoff is not allowable as reck-
onable service.  

These matters are legally complex for several reasons, and the Department is considering 
the full implications before any decision is made. The Department will continue to discuss with 
trade union and employer representatives.

24/03/2021WRH04400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRH04500169. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment if shoe fitting for young children will be considered an essential retail 
service under level 5 restrictions (details supplied). [14926/21]

24/03/2021WRH04600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
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I understand this is an incredibly difficult time for families and businesses across the country 
and I would like to thank them for their efforts at this difficult time. By each of us following the 
spirit of the rules and working together we can hopefully ease some restrictions soon.

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5. A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/.

 Under Level 5, only essential retail outlets will remain open and all measures in Level 5 
will stay in place until at least April 5 2021. Further information can be found on https://www.
gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/.  Non Essential items can be ordered remotely for delivery 
and are also available on compassionate grounds as circumstances arise.  

Retailers can and have made arrangements, on compassionate grounds, for individual cus-
tomers to urgently purchase a non-essential item in store. This is only in exceptional circum-
stances where it is not possible to plan ahead and avail of remote ordering services such as in 
emergencies, e.g., admission to hospital.

We are asking retailers to fully get behind the spirit of the regulations. In particular, we are 
asking retailers with mixed retail offering which have discrete spaces for essential and non-
essential retail to make arrangements for the separation of relevant areas.

We are also asking retailers to exercise their best judgement and common sense on a case by 
case basis, to ensure those requiring urgent access to a non-essential item are accommodated.

It is important to monitor gov.ie for the latest information, public health advice and guide-
lines from Government in relation to COVID-19.

24/03/2021WRH04700Workplace Relations Commission

24/03/2021WRH04800170. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of inspections carried out by the Workplace Relations Commission in 
each of the years 2015 to 2020 by NACE sector; the number of breaches detected; and the type 
of breaches detected in tabular form. [14981/21]

24/03/2021WRH04900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is an independent, statutory body under 
the aegis of my Department, established on 1st October 2015 under the Workplace Relations 
Act 2015. The WRC’s primary functions include the inspection of employment law compli-
ance, the provision of information on employment law, mediation, adjudication, conciliation, 
facilitation, and advisory services.

Inspections carried out by WRC Inspectors operate on a compliance model. This means that 
an inspector will work with the employer to ensure that the employer fulfils all their statutory 
obligations and that any outstanding wages or entitlements are given to workers.

Table 1 sets out by NACE sector the number of inspections carried out by the WRC in each 
of the years 2015 to 2020. Table 2 sets out the number and the type of breaches detected in the 
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period 2015 to 2020.

Table 1: Inspection cases concluded 2015-2020 by Sector

Sector 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Agriculture 78 47 48 106 71 41
Construction 94 69 75 81 219 150
Contract Cleaning 29 24 18 22 41 48
Domestic Work 48 22 20 5 8 6
Electrical 8 5 6 11 12 18
Equine 54 45 19 13
Fisheries 9 95 40 47 64
Food & Drink 838 717 645 656 1,856 1,641
Hair & Beauty 100 89 79 121 375 466
Health 83 73 78 69 85 132
Hotels & Accommodation 75 89 55 64 188 144
Security 21 17 20 18 17 31
Transport 58 43 61 71 67 87
Education 30 29
Wholesale & Retail 416 295 258 363 1,049 3,941
Sports & Recreation 31
Manufacturing 79 45 38 48 53 222
Professional Services 124 126 124 218 85
Other Sectors 323 283 332 236 215 564
Not specified 2,811 2,877 2,741 3,579 421 4
TOTAL 5,185 4,830 4,747 5,753 4,804 7,686

Note: From January 2019, the WRC has utilised a new inspection case management system 
which provides richer data in term of sectoral reporting based on NACE sector. Since 2019, the 
figure for “not specified” NACE sector has decreased greatly, going from 2,811 in 2015 to 421 
in 2019 and 4 in 2020. 

Table 2: Number of Contraventions detected 2015-2020 by Type

Type 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

National Minimum Wage 269 292 409 503 143 88

Employment Permits 531 404 509 448 362 115

Protection of Young Persons (Employment) 5 11 12 15 157 68

Unauthorised deductions 102 65

Records 1,938 1,502 1,553 1,961 1,153 876

Sunday Compensation 76 199 274 248 142

Annual Leave & Public Holidays 98 321 450 927 520

Employment Agency 10 10 2 2 1

Terms of Employment 1 5 26 57 674 521

Payslips 149 113

Others 267 172

TOTAL 2,744 2,398 3,039 3,710 4,184 2,681

Where an employer fails to comply, the inspector can use a range of statutory enforcement 
measures. These are:

- Fixed Penalty Notice: An employer may be required to pay a fixed amount in respect of 
breaches of employment law (e.g., €1,500 in relation to failure to provide payslips)

Compliance Notice: These require employers to take specific action to remedy contraven-



Questions - Written Answers

86

tions over a range of employment law and failure to comply with the notice could result in a 
prosecution

- Prosecution: Employers can be prosecuted in relation to a range of contraventions, includ-
ing failure to pay statutory national minimum wage rate, employment of foreign nationals with-
out permission to work and failure to keep employment records as prescribed in law.

24/03/2021WRH05000Data Centres

24/03/2021WRH05100171. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of data centres in the State; and the location and size of each centre in 
tabular form. [14982/21]

24/03/2021WRH05200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment does not collect or store the type 
of detailed information requested on data centre location and size. While not all data centres are 
operated by multi-national firms, IDA Ireland has further advised me that it does not maintain 
a register of data centres.

There may be some scope for different definitions of what types of server data storage loca-
tions could be considered a data centre, or how multiple data ‘halls’ on particular sites might 
be counted. Nonetheless, my understanding is that there are between 60 and 70 larger data cen-
tres nationally. It is clear that the vast majority of large ‘hyperscale’ or ‘co-location’-type data 
centre developments are located in the greater Dublin area, with a small number operational or 
planned across Cork, Limerick, Meath and elsewhere.

An analysis of the data centre sector in Ireland, including existing and planned data centres, 
is produced quarterly by industry groups BitPower and ‘Host in Ireland’. The Deputy may find 
this a useful resource: https://bitpower.ie/index.php/dashboard

24/03/2021WRH05300Brexit Supports

24/03/2021WRH05400172. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if research has been carried out similar to research by Bord Bia on the UK export 
footprint in key European manufacturing markets; and the actions State agencies are taking to 
link with Irish manufacturing companies to help secure trade that may arise due to the new trad-
ing relationship between the UK and the EU. [14983/21]

24/03/2021WRH05500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As our enterprises face the dual challenges of COVID-19 and the new trading relationship 
with the UK, my Department’s strategic priorities for 2021 are focused on building a resilient 
enterprise base. The UK remains a strategic market of importance for our companies and  En-
terprise Ireland is working to assist them sustain and grow their business in the UK through a 
comprehensive programme of funding, advice and in-market supports.

A recent survey of Enterprise Ireland clients on the UK market reported that 89% of com-
panies see future opportunities in the UK and 83% report that their strategy is to grow exports 
to the UK.

My Department assisted Enterprise Ireland in launching the Evolve UK programme in 2021 
focused on delivering critical insights to Irish companies on the evolving UK market. 
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The Ready for Customs grant was developed to provide companies with financial assistance 
to cover the costs of taking on much needed additional customs clearance staff. 

To support Irish companies to diversify markets beyond the UK, my Department also assists 
in the development of EI’s Eurozone Strategy. The Eurozone is the second largest market by 
value for Enterprise Ireland clients and the strategic ambition is to increase exports by 50% to 
the Eurozone in priority sectors.   This strategy is supported through programmes such as the 
Market Discovery Fund and Enter the Eurozone Programme. 

Enterprise Ireland’s diversification strategy has helped its clients to reduce their UK’s mar-
ket share of total exports from 42% in 2009 to 31% in 2019. Exports to the Eurozone grew by 
15% in 2019 and since 2009 have grown by €3 billion in value.

In addition, as a key Brexit response measure to deepen trade opportunities for Irish compa-
nies in the Eurozone, there are now six EI offices in the Eurozone supported by my Department 
including two new offices in Munich and Lyon established in 2019.

24/03/2021WRH05600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRH05700173. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he will provide ongoing fixed costs supports for SMEs after all levels of public 
health restrictions have ceased in order for businesses to scale up activities. [14992/21]

24/03/2021WRH05800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am keenly aware that businesses are continuing to make massive sacrifices to protect 
their communities and I am committed to ensuring that the Government will offer as much as-
sistance and support as possible. My Department has worked to ensure that appropriate supports 
are in place for businesses that require finance as they develop their response to their exposure 
to impacts arising from COVID-19. Details of all schemes can be found on my Departments 
website: Government supports for COVID-19 impacted businesses - DETE (enterprise.gov.ie)

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the 
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of 
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage 
Subsidy (EWSS) and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the week-
ly CRSS payment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, the Small Business 
Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), reduced VAT rates, a commercial rates holiday, the 
Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme as well as low-cost loans.

The Government has repeatedly stated that there will be no cliff-edge scenario for busi-
nesses regarding the supports in place.

My Department, its Agencies and the Local Enterprise Offices are actively listening to the 
needs of businesses and are working vigorously to ensure adequate and flexible measures are 
being put in place to help SMEs survive and re-open when it is safe to do so.

On 9th February last I announced a new €60m Scheme called the Small Business Assistance 
Scheme for COVID (SBASC) to provide grants to businesses ineligible for the Government’s 
other existing schemes such as the COVID Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), the Fáilte 
Ireland Business Continuity grant or other direct sectoral grant schemes. This scheme aims to 
help businesses with their fixed costs, for example, rent, utility bills, security.

Applications for Phase 1 of the SBASC are now open and should be made to the relevant 
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Local Authority.  The closing date for receipt of applications is 21 April 2021.

The Local Enterprise Offices have undertaken significant work in supporting business across 
a range of sectors develop contingency plans to diversify and pivot their business ensuring that 
they are resilient and can continue to trade. Resources will be utilised to increase one to one 
engagement with clients to identify innovation and technology challenges delivering appropri-
ate solutions.

Located nationwide LEOs offer direct grant aid to microenterprises up to 10 employees in 
the manufacturing and internationally traded services sector. A core focus of the LEO’s is sup-
porting owner manager capability and development. Developing the confidence and driving the 
ambition of local firms to scale and compete will continue to be a priority in the coming years.

Scaling and growing the export and start-up base continues to be a priority of this Govern-
ment.  Through Enterprise Ireland, my Department provides assistance to entrepreneurs and 
start-up companies to help with business planning, mentoring and development advice, feasi-
bility funding and finance. Programmes and initiatives include:

- Enterprise Ireland’s New Frontiers Development Programme, the national entrepreneur 
development programme for early stage start-ups. 

- A Competitive Start Fund to support start-up companies to reach key technical and com-
mercial milestones. 

- Support for High Potential Start-Ups (HPSUs) companies with the potential to develop an 
innovative product or service for sale in international markets. 

While addressing the current needs of business, I am keenly aware that we as a Govern-
ment need to look towards safeguarding the future of small businesses so that we can facilitate 
greater growth, productivity and sustainability within Irish SMEs. 

That is why in the latter half of 2020, I established an SME Growth Taskforce of entrepre-
neurs, business leaders and other stakeholders to fulfil the commitment made in the recent “Pro-
gramme for Government – Our Shared Future”, to draw up an ambitious long-term strategic 
blueprint for SMEs and entrepreneurs beyond COVID-19. 

The resulting ‘Report of the SME Taskforce: SME and Entrepreneurship Growth Plan’, 
which was published last month by my Department, sets out a wide range of recommendations 
with long-term strategic relevance for SMEs and entrepreneurs.

Importantly, the recommendations in the Report include measures to help SMEs and entre-
preneurs to start up, scale up and access foreign markets, as well as recommendations aimed 
at helping SMEs to become more productive and ready for the transition to a digital, green 
economy. 

These proposals, while not yet Government policy, will be considered by a Ministerial-led 
SME & Entrepreneurship Implementation Group, in conjunction with appropriate Government 
Departments, Agencies and other stakeholders, during the course of 2021.

Finally, while it is too early to judge what financial remedies will be required or appropriate 
when all public health restrictions have been lifted, my Department will continue to monitor 
the effectiveness and appropriates of all financial remedies as the position regarding the level 
of restrictions develops.
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24/03/2021WRH05900Redundancy Payments

24/03/2021WRH06000174. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he has engaged with a company (details supplied) in respect of proposed redun-
dancies; if he has made enquiries as to whether the redundancies are mandatory or voluntary; 
and if he has engaged with the company and the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
on plans to retain jobs. [15088/21]

24/03/2021WRH06100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
The announcement of 150 redundancies in this company is very regrettable and I extend my 
sympathies to the workers who have lost their jobs and to the families affected.   I understand 
that the manufacturing and production operations will not be impacted. As a client of Enterprise 
Ireland, the Agency has had discussions with the senior management team of the company on 
their proposals and will be working to maintain the maximum number of jobs in Ireland.  I have 
asked my officials to keep me updated on developments and to see how we can be of assistance.  

Negotiations on redundancy terms are a voluntary matter between a company and its em-
ployees.  Our Agencies will continue to work in a coordinated way to support those who have 
lost their jobs with welfare entitlements, job-search assistance and upskilling opportunities 
available to all impacted workers as they assess their options.

24/03/2021WRH06200Redundancy Payments

24/03/2021WRH06300175. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the status of Enterprise Ireland grants for the 22 regulatory roles affected by the 
redundancies at a company (details supplied) in 2021 and future years. [15089/21]

24/03/2021WRH06400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am informed that the proposed redundancies referred to in the question relate to back 
office functions. Enterprise Ireland has not directly supported these functions. Some of the staff 
now being made redundant may have availed of general training programmes which Enterprise 
Ireland supported. There is no recourse on the grants paid out already for these training pro-
grammes as the training has already been carried out and the employees have been upskilled.  In 
that regard, the new skills are transferrable and will be of ongoing benefit to the staff concerned. 
However, no grants will be paid out on future claims related to these roles which may be made 
redundant.

24/03/2021WRJ00200Redundancy Payments

24/03/2021WRJ00300176. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment if he and-or his officials have engaged with a company (details supplied) in 
respect of redundancy packages in order to secure the statutory two weeks that will be given an 
additional six weeks’ pay for each year of service, as is industry standard. [15090/21]

24/03/2021WRJ00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The announcement of 150 redundancies in this company is very regrettable and I extend 
my sympathies to the workers who have lost their jobs and to the families affected.  I understand 
that the manufacturing and production operations will not be impacted. As a client of Enterprise 
Ireland, the Agency has had discussions with the senior management team of the company on 
their proposals and will be working to maintain the maximum number of jobs in Ireland.  I have 
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asked my officials to keep me updated on developments and to see how we can be of assistance.  

Negotiations on redundancy terms are a voluntary matter between a company and its em-
ployees.  Our Agencies will continue to work in a coordinated way to support those who have 
lost their jobs with welfare entitlements, job-search assistance and upskilling opportunities 
available to all impacted workers as they assess their options.

24/03/2021WRJ00500Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRJ00600177. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of vehicles owned or leased and operated by his Department and agencies 
and semi-State companies under his remit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE 
vehicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15117/21]

24/03/2021WRJ00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Department and its Offices, which include the Companies Registrations Office, the 
Intellectual Property Office of Ireland, the Labour Court, the Office of the Director of Corporate 
Enforcement and the Workplace Relations Commission do not own or lease any vehicles. 

The day-to-day operations of the Agencies are a matter for the relevant Board and senior 
management team and such operations do not fall within my Ministerial remit.

24/03/2021WRJ00800Intellectual Property

24/03/2021WRJ00900178. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the engagement by Ireland on the position taken by the European Commission at the 
March 2021 World Trade Organization meeting on the proposed temporary TRIPS waiver on 
intellectual property in respect of Covid-19 vaccine and technology; if Ireland supported the 
decision by the European Commission to oppose such a waiver; his views on the implications 
of this decision for global public health and the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15130/21]

24/03/2021WRJ01000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): International Trade is a competence of the EU under the Treaties.  In exercising that 
competence at the WTO, the European Commission engages with Member States, including 
Ireland, through a variety of Committee and Working Parties/Groups, including on intellectual 
property. 

The EU’s current position on the proposed waiver is that the WTO international agreement 
on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (The TRIPS Agreement), allows coun-
tries the flexibility to respond to the concerns raised by proposers of the wavier.  Specifically, 
the TRIPS Agreement allows compulsory licensing which is when a government permits an 
entity to produce the patented product or process without the consent of the patent owner. 

The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support universal 
and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments.  

The EU considers that the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global 
supply and access to COVID vaccines, is the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that high-
income countries finance the vaccines and support the developing countries to secure their 
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share of global supply.

Ireland has consistently championed collaborative responses to the pandemic, with a focus 
on ensuring that the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable are served by our collective effort.  
As a member of the global health community, Ireland continues to play an active role in ensur-
ing fair and equitable access to vaccines for all.  This includes supporting the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the Global Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund, to develop, produce 
and equitably distribute effective technologies in the COVID-19 global response.

24/03/2021WRJ01100Intellectual Property

24/03/2021WRJ01200179. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment his views on the recent discussions on intellectual property waivers for vaccines 
at the WTO (details supplied); his position on the issue; and if the Irish ambassador to the WTO 
has clarified the position of Ireland on the proposal. [15179/21]

24/03/2021WRJ01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): International Trade is a competence of the EU under the Treaties.  In exercising that 
competence at the WTO, the European Commission engages with Member States, including 
Ireland, through a variety of Committee and Working Parties/Groups, including on intellectual 
property.  My Department is engaging with the Department of Foreign Affairs on this and other 
issues relating to Covid-19.       

The EU’s current position on the proposed waiver is that the WTO international agreement 
on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (the TRIPS Agreement) allows coun-
tries the flexibility to respond to the concerns raised by proposers of the waiver.  Specifically, 
the TRIPS Agreement allows compulsory licensing which is when a government permits an 
entity to produce the patents products or process without the consent of the patent owner. 

The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support universal 
and equitable access to COVID-10 vaccines and treatments.

The EU considers that the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global 
supply and access to COVID-19 vaccines, is the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that 
high-income countries finance the vaccines and support the developing countries to secure their 
share of global supply. 

Ireland has consistently championed collaborative responses to the pandemic, with a focus 
on ensuring that the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable are served by our collective effort.  
As a member of the global health community, Ireland continues to play an active role in ensur-
ing fair and equitable access to vaccines for all.  This includes supporting the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the Global Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund, to develop, produce 
and equitably distribute effective technologies in the COVID-19 global response.

24/03/2021WRJ01400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRJ01500180. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the steps that will be taken to assist towns and retailers to prepare for the reopen-
ing of the economy; the guidance on the type of easing of restrictions that is being planned for 
the next review of Covid-19 measures on 5 April 2021; if there is a return to level 4 as per the 
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framework for living with Covid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15209/21]

24/03/2021WRJ01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
I understand this is an incredibly difficult time for families and businesses across the country 
and I would like to thank them for their efforts at this difficult time. By each of us following the 
spirit of the rules and working together we can hopefully ease some restrictions soon.

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5. A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/.

Under Level 5, only essential retail outlets will remain open and all measures in Level 5 will 
stay in place until at least April 5 2021. Further information can be found on https://www.gov.
ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/.

COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The Path Ahead  which can be found on https://
www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/resilience-recovery-2020-2021-plan-for-living-with-covid-19/, sets 
out the approach to the next phase, which is subject to ongoing review and taking into account 
the evolving epidemiological situation.  All decisions taken by Government on the timing of 
any lifting of restrictions are informed by the public health advice at the time.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) ‘The Work Safely Protocol’ incorporates the cur-
rent advice on the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the 
community and workplaces. The Protocol is available on www.gov.ie. The HSA is the lead 
agency in overseeing compliance with the Protocol in the workplace. If employers or employ-
ees need further guidance on the Protocol, the HSA Helpline can be contacted at 1890 289 389 
or wcu@hsa.ie.

In addition, the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) have also produced two 
guidance documents, one for the retail Sector and one for Shopping Centres. Both documents 
can be found on www.nsai.ie

The Government has introduced a wide range of supports to help businesses impacted by 
the COVID-19 crisis and they can be found on the Department’s website https://enterprise.gov.
ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

In relation to towns, the Programme for Government has committed in outline to the devel-
opment of a Town Centre First (TCF) policy, modelled on the scheme developed by the Scottish 
Government, and informed by the Town Centre Living pilot initiative overseen by the Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development. This includes the implementation of a strategic 
approach to town centre regeneration by utilising existing buildings and unused lands for new 
development.

In accordance with this commitment, a TCF inter-Departmental Group (IDG) has now been 
established to consider the regeneration of our towns and villages. The Department of Enter-
prise, Trade and Employment are represented on the IDG. The Department of Community and 
Rural Development and the Department of Housing, Planning, and Local Government are co 
leading on this initiative. It is anticipated that any recommendations forthcoming from the TCF 
approach will be developed over the coming months.
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It is important to monitor gov.ie for the latest information, public health advice and guide-
lines from Government in relation to COVID-19.

24/03/2021WRJ01700Consumer Protection

24/03/2021WRJ01800181. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if his attention has been drawn to an influx in cases of pyramid schemes in operation; 
and the steps being taken to combat same. [15217/21]

24/03/2021WRJ01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Part 4 of the Consumer Protection Act 2007 makes it an offence to establish, operate, 
promote, knowingly participate in, or induce or attempt to induce another person to participate 
in, a pyramid promotional scheme.  The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission 
(CCPC) is responsible for the enforcement of this and other provisions of the Act and is inde-
pendent in the exercise of its investigative and enforcement functions. 

I am aware of recent reports of a pyramid scheme that is being promoted on social media 
channels. On 4 March 2021, the CCPC issued a warning about this scheme and encouraged 
consumers to contact them if they had been approached to participate in it. The CCPC have 
advised me that they are currently investigating this scheme.  I would urge anyone invited to 
invest in this scheme not to do so and to contact the CCPC immediately.

24/03/2021WRJ02000Joint Labour Committees

24/03/2021WRJ02100182. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he will request the creation of a joint labour committee for early years education as 
a matter of urgency. [15275/21]

24/03/2021WRJ02200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I can confirm a request was received from Minister O’Gorman in relation to the establish-
ment of a JLC for the early years education sector and it is currently receiving attention.

24/03/2021WRJ02300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRJ02400183. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment if he will re-examine the minimum turnover criteria for small to medium-
sized businesses looking to avail of the small business assistance scheme (details supplied). 
[15324/21]

24/03/2021WRJ02500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As you are aware, the Government has put in place a comprehensive package to help busi-
nesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support 
Scheme (CRSS), low-cost loans, the deferral and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver 
of commercial rates.

You will also know that Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure 
measures to build the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses 
across all sectors. 
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In relation to the most recent scheme I announced, the Small Business Assistance Scheme 
(SBASC), the aim of which is to provide grants to businesses ineligible for the Government’s 
other existing schemes such as CRSS and is designed to help with fixed costs.  Businesses down 
75% or more in turnover and in receipt of a rates bill may benefit, including those that com-
menced after the 1st November 2019 where their turnover is below projections. 

Businesses will be required to be in receipt of a rates bill from their local authority for their 
business in order to qualify.  The intention behind this provision is to assist businesses operat-
ing from fixed premises to meet some of the ongoing fixed costs of maintaining those premises.   

In relation to the eligibility requirement of €50,000 turnover, it is important to remember 
that this scheme has been introduced to meet the unavoidable costs that businesses operating 
from a fixed premises incur whether they are open or not.  Analysis carried out for similar 
schemes has shown that where annual turnover is less than €50,000, then it is likely that most 
costs will be payroll based.  As you know, Government already provides subsidies or other in-
come supports in the form of the EWSS and the PUP. 

While there will undoubtedly be exceptions, it is probable that at these lower levels of turn-
over, the ongoing costs will generally not impact on the business’s potential to re-open as and 
when restrictions ease.

I would urge business owners to seek the supports available. I would also suggest they con-
tact their Local Enterprise Office who can signpost them and advise them of supports that may 
be available for their business.

Further details of the Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID are available on my 
Department’s website www.enterprise.gov.ie.

I and my colleagues across Government will continue to keep the range of measures under 
review with the goal of setting our country towards economic recovery. The Government is 
also determined to ensure there will be no cliff-edge scenario and businesses will continue to be 
supported as much as possible.

24/03/2021WRJ02600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJ02700184. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he is considering making it permissible for shoe stores to offer appointments for 
sizing children’s feet under public health restrictions. [15350/21]

24/03/2021WRJ02800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
I understand this is an incredibly difficult time for families and businesses across the country 
and I would like to thank them for their efforts at this difficult time. By each of us following the 
spirit of the rules and working together we can hopefully ease some restrictions soon.

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5. A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/.
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Under Level 5, only essential retail outlets will remain open and all measures in Level 5 will 
stay in place until at least April 5 2021. Further information can be found on https://www.gov.
ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/.

COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The Path Ahead  which can be found on https://
www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/resilience-recovery-2020-2021-plan-for-living-with-covid-19/, sets 
out the approach to the next phase, which is subject to ongoing review and taking into account 
the evolving epidemiological situation. All decisions taken by Government on the timing of any 
lifting of restrictions are informed by the public health advice at the time.

Level 5 does not restrict people from purchasing any product, it does however restrict peo-
ple from physically going into non-essential stores. This is to stop people making unnecessary 
journeys, congregating and browsing for non-essential goods, to limit the spread of the virus. 
Under the current temporary restrictions while click and collect from non-essential retail outlets 
is no longer permitted, click or phone and delivery can continue.

Retailers can and have made arrangements, on compassionate grounds, for individual cus-
tomers to urgently purchase a non-essential item in store. This is only in exceptional circum-
stances where it is not possible to plan ahead and avail of remote ordering services such as in 
emergencies, e.g., admission to hospital.

We are asking retailers to exercise their best judgement and common sense on a case by case 
basis, to ensure those requiring urgent access to a non-essential item are accommodated. 

Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and representatives from 
the retail grocery and distribution sector to continuously assess adherence to the public health 
restrictions.

The Government has introduced a wide range of supports to help businesses impacted by 
the COVID-19 crisis and they can be found on the Department’s website https://enterprise.gov.
ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

It is important to monitor gov.ie for the latest information, public health advice and guide-
lines from Government in relation to COVID-19.

24/03/2021WRJ02900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRJ03000185. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he has considered the admission of the events industry to supports and schemes 
(details supplied) until six months after mass gatherings are permitted again; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15395/21]

24/03/2021WRJ03100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I recognise the impact that this pandemic is having on businesses right across the country.

With this in mind the Government has put in place a comprehensive package to help busi-
nesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support 
Scheme (CRSS), the Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost loans, 
the deferral and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. These are in 
addition to financial assistance and other schemes provided to businesses via Enterprise Ireland, 
InterTrade Ireland and Local Enterprise Offices.
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I recently announced the new Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID.  This scheme 
is now open for applications through Local Authorities and will provide a €4,000 grant for 
businesses for the first quarter of this year. The closing date for Local Authorities to receive 
applications is 21st April, 2021.    

The Scheme is open to companies, self-employed, sole traders or partnerships, with a mini-
mum turnover of €50,000 and are not owned and operated by a public body. The Scheme is 
open to firms that currently employ less than 250 and with current turnover of less than €25m.

Businesses down 75% or more in turnover among those expected to benefit the scheme.  
The scheme is available to businesses not eligible for CRSS, the Fáilte Ireland Business Conti-
nuity Scheme, or the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media’s Live 
Performance Support. A full list of the criteria is available on my website or the relevant local 
authority website.

Event companies if they meet the criteria for this scheme will be eligible for this grant.  

Full details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are available on my Department’s 
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

I along with my Government colleagues are keeping the current COVID support schemes 
under review.

24/03/2021WRJ03200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJ03300186. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if an association (details supplied) will be recognised as the representative body 
for wedding planners in Ireland; and if discussions will take place between him and the associa-
tion in respect of the recommencement of weddings. [15493/21]

24/03/2021WRJ03400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I understand the enormous difficulties the wedding industry is facing as the pandemic 
rolls on. I fully appreciate that it is one of the industries worst affected and for the longest and 
know that with the prospect of a second year of restrictions many in the sector must be fearing 
for their future.

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the 
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of 
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, Employment Wage Sub-
sidy and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the weekly CRSS pay-
ment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, reduced VAT rates, a commercial 
rates holiday, the Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme as well 
as low-cost loans. 

The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other 
packages on offer in other countries. The new SBASC scheme I announced recently will pro-
vide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in receipt of a rates bill from their 
local authority. While the grant is modest, it will help smaller businesses in particular to cover 
these costs – rent, insurance, utilities, security. 

All decisions with regards the re-opening of sectors are based on the current public health 
advice. The revised plan for managing the virus – ‘COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021: 
The Path Ahead’ – can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c4876-covid-19-resil-



24 March 2021

97

ience-and-recovery-2021-the-path-ahead/

The ‘COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021: The Path Ahead’ sets out the phased in-
school education and childcare services reinstatement from 1 March, staggered until 12 April. 
This will be alongside the scaling up of the vaccination programme, ensuring that all vaccine 
doses are administered to target groups as soon as possible. 

Any further easing of restrictions after 5 April will require careful consideration. 

The Government does not take these decisions lightly, we are acutely conscious of the im-
pact it will continue to have on businesses, which is why the Government has worked to support 
businesses through this difficult time with a comprehensive range of measures for firms of all 
sizes. This is a rapidly evolving and changing situation and the Government will continue to 
monitor the enfolding situation to ensure the correct balance between is found that protects and 
serves all of our citizens and businesses.

24/03/2021WRJ03500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRJ03600187. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the supports available to SMEs that opened from the beginning of January 2020 and 
that are now temporarily closed under the current lockdown; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15505/21]

24/03/2021WRJ03700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am acutely aware of the difficulties that these necessary ongoing Covid-19 restrictions 
are putting on all businesses right across the country.  Business owners are making sacrifices in 
order to protect their communities.

With that in mind, I recently announced the new Small Business Assistance Scheme for 
COVID.  This scheme is now open for applications through Local Authorities and will provide 
a €4,000 grant for businesses for the first quarter of this year.  Closing date for Local Authorities 
to receive applications is 21st April, 2021.  A decision on the second quarter of this year will be 
made in due course.  

A business that started in business in January 2020 and is eligible based on the criteria may 
apply to their Local Authorities.

The Scheme is open to companies, self-employed, sole traders or partnerships, with a mini-
mum turnover of €50,000 and are not owned and operated by a public body. The Scheme is 
open to firms that currently employ less than 250 and with current turnover of less than €25m.

Businesses down 75% or more in turnover among those expected to benefit the scheme.  
The scheme is available to businesses not eligible for CRSS, the Fáilte Ireland Business Conti-
nuity Scheme, or the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media’s Live 
Performance Support.

The business must operate from a building, or similar fixed physical structure on which 
business rates are payable (mobile premises, or premises which are not permanently fixed in 
place, do not meet the definition of business premises nor do premises on which no rates are 
payable).

The turnover of the business over the claim period is estimated to be no more than 25% of 
the average weekly turnover of the business in 2019; or the projected average weekly turnover 
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of the business for 1 January to 31 March 2021, for businesses that commenced after 1 Novem-
ber 2020.

The Government also introduced a comprehensive package to help businesses and workers 
during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), Small 
Business Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost loans, the deferral and warehous-
ing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. 

I would urge business owner to seek the supports outlined above if they have not already 
done so. I would also suggest that a business owner should contact their Local Enterprise Office 
and they can signpost and advise on supports that maybe available. 

The schemes are there to help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and to provide basic 
weekly income support up to maximum of €350 per week.  They are not created to provide 
compensation for loss of personal income above this level or compensation for loss of profits 
for any sector. 

Full details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are available on my Department’s 
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

I want to assure you that I and my colleagues across Government will continue to keep the 
range of measures under review.

24/03/2021WRJ03800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRJ03900188. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if fixed costs supports will be provided for small and medium-sized enterprises in 
the events sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15509/21]

24/03/2021WRJ04000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I recognise the impact that this pandemic is having on businesses right across the country.

With this in mind the Government has put in place a comprehensive package to help busi-
nesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support 
Scheme (CRSS), the Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost loans, 
the deferral and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. These are in 
addition to financial assistance and other schemes provided to businesses via Enterprise Ireland, 
InterTrade Ireland and Local Enterprise Offices.

I recently announced the new Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID.  This scheme 
is now open for applications through Local Authorities and will provide a €4,000 grant for busi-
nesses for the first quarter of this year.  Closing date for Local Authorities to receive applica-
tions is 21st April, 2021.  

The Scheme is open to companies, self-employed, sole traders or partnerships, with a mini-
mum turnover of €50,000 and are not owned and operated by a public body. The Scheme is 
open to firms that currently employ less than 250 and with current turnover of less than €25m.

Businesses down 75% or more in turnover among those expected to benefit the scheme.  
The scheme is available to businesses not eligible for CRSS, the Fáilte Ireland Business Conti-
nuity Scheme, or the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media’s Live 
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Performance Support.

The business must operate from a building, or similar fixed physical structure on which 
business rates are payable (mobile premises, or premises which are not permanently fixed in 
place, do not meet the definition of business premises nor do premises on which no rates are 
payable).

The turnover of the business over the claim period is estimated to be no more than 25% of 
the average weekly turnover of the business in 2019; or the projected average weekly turnover 
of the business for 1 January to 31 March 2021, for businesses that commenced after 1 Novem-
ber 2020.

Event companies if they meet the criteria for this scheme will be eligible for this grant.

Full details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are available on my Department’s 
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

I along with my Government colleagues are keeping the current COVID support schemes 
under review.

24/03/2021WRJ04100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRJ04200189. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the provisions in place to fund charity shops that are closed under level 5 restrictions. 
[15514/21]

24/03/2021WRJ04300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am acutely aware of the difficulties that these necessary ongoing Covid-19 restrictions 
are putting on all businesses right across the country.  I know that Charities and charity shops 
are also struggling during these restrictions.  Individuals and businesses are making sacrifices 
in order to protect their communities.

With that in mind, I recently announced the new Small Business Assistance Scheme for 
COVID.  This scheme is now open for applications through Local Authorities and will provide 
a €4,000 grant for businesses for the first quarter of this year.  Closing date for Local Authorities 
to receive applications is 21st April, 2021.  A decision on the second quarter of this year will be 
made in due course.

Charity shops may be eligible for this grant if the criteria for the scheme are applicable to 
them.

The Scheme is open to companies, self-employed, sole traders or partnerships, with a mini-
mum turnover of €50,000 and are not owned and operated by a public body. The Scheme is 
open to firms that currently employ less than 250 and with current turnover of less than €25m.

Businesses down 75% or more in turnover among those expected to benefit the scheme.  
The scheme is available to businesses not eligible for CRSS, the Fáilte Ireland Business Conti-
nuity Scheme, or the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media’s Live 
Performance Support.

The business must operate from a building, or similar fixed physical structure on which 
business rates are payable (mobile premises, or premises which are not permanently fixed in 
place, do not meet the definition of business premises nor do premises on which no rates are 
payable).
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The turnover of the business over the claim period is estimated to be no more than 25% of 
the average weekly turnover of the business in 2019; or the projected average weekly turnover 
of the business for 1 January to 31 March 2021, for businesses that commenced after 1 Novem-
ber 2020.

You should be aware that the Government also introduced a comprehensive package to 
help businesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), low-cost loans, the deferral 
and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. 

I would urge business owners including charity shops to seek the supports outlined above 
if they have not already done so.  I would also suggest that you should contact the Department 
of Rural and Community Development who have developed a scheme who the charity sector.

Full details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are available on my Department’s 
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

I want to assure you that I and my colleagues across Government will continue to keep the 
range of measures under review.

24/03/2021WRJ04400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJ04500190. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the reason a premises (details supplied) is closed under level 5 restrictions but wool 
and knitting materials can be purchased in some larger retail stores alongside other products 
deemed essential goods. [15515/21]

24/03/2021WRJ04600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
I understand this is an incredibly difficult time for families and businesses across the country 
and I would like to thank them for their efforts at this difficult time. By each of us following the 
spirit of the rules and working together we can hopefully ease some restrictions soon.

Under Level 5, only essential retail outlets will remain open and all measures in Level 5 
will stay in place until at least April 5 2021. Further information can be found on https://www.
gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/. The decision to move to full scale Level 5 was not taken 
lightly and all factors were considered. 

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5. A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/.

COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The Path Ahead  which can be found on https://
www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/resilience-recovery-2020-2021-plan-for-living-with-covid-19/, sets 
out the approach to the next phase, which is subject to ongoing review and taking into account 
the evolving epidemiological situation. All decisions taken by Government on the timing of any 
lifting of restrictions are informed by the public health advice at the time.

Level 5 does not restrict people from purchasing any product, it does however restrict peo-
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ple from physically going into non-essential stores, including clothes stores. This is to stop 
people making unnecessary journeys, congregating and browsing for non-essential goods, to 
limit the spread of the virus.

Under the current temporary restrictions while click and collect of non-essential retail items 
is no longer permitted, click or phone and delivery can continue.  

Retailers can and have made arrangements, on compassionate grounds, for individual cus-
tomers to urgently purchase a non-essential item in store. This is only in exceptional circum-
stances where it is not possible to plan ahead and avail of remote ordering services such as in 
emergencies, e.g., admission to hospital.

We are asking retailers to fully get behind the spirit of the regulations. In particular, we are 
asking retailers with mixed retail offering which have discrete spaces for essential and non-
essential retail to make arrangements for the separation of relevant areas. 

An Garda Síochána are engaging with retailers and enforcing the regulations where neces-
sary.

We are asking retailers to operate staggered opening and closing hours, as well as facili-
tating starting and finishing hours, in order to minimise the impact on public transport and to 
continue to provide dedicated hours for vulnerable customers.

We are also asking retailers to exercise their best judgement and common sense on a case by 
case basis, to ensure those requiring urgent access to a non-essential item are accommodated. 

Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and representatives from 
the retail grocery and distribution sector to continuously assess adherence to the public health 
restrictions.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) ‘The Work Safely Protocol’ incorporates the cur-
rent advice on the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the 
community and workplaces. The Protocol is available on www.gov.ie. The HSA is the lead 
agency in overseeing compliance with the Protocol in the workplace. If employers or employ-
ees need further guidance on the Protocol, the HSA Helpline can be contacted at 1890 289 389 
or wcu@hsa.ie.

In addition, the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) have also produced two 
guidance documents, one for the retail Sector and one for Shopping Centres. Both documents 
can be found on www.nsai.ie.

The Government has introduced a wide range of supports to help businesses impacted by 
the COVID-19 crisis and they can be found on the Department’s website https://enterprise.gov.
ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

It is important to monitor gov.ie for the latest information, public health advice and guide-
lines from Government in relation to COVID-19.

24/03/2021WRJ04700Departmental Funding

24/03/2021WRJ04800191. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding support from the State 
and the National Parks and Wildlife Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15534/21]
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24/03/2021WRJ04900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Deputy’s question is relevant to my colleague the Minister for the Environment, 
Climate and Communications under whose remit this matter falls.

24/03/2021WRJ05000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRJ05100192. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the supports that will be put in place for SMEs following the lifting of Covid-19 
restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15677/21]

24/03/2021WRJ05200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I recognise the impact that this pandemic is having on businesses right across the country.

With this in mind the Government has put in place a comprehensive package to help busi-
nesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support 
Scheme (CRSS), the Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost loans, 
the deferral and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. These are in 
addition to financial assistance and other schemes provided to businesses via Enterprise Ireland, 
InterTrade Ireland and Local Enterprise Offices.

Details of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website: Govern-
ment supports for COVID-19 impacted businesses - DETE (enterprise.gov.ie)

I would urge business owners to seek the supports outlined above if they have not already 
done so. I would also suggest they contact their Local Enterprise Office who can signpost them 
and advise them of supports that may be available for their business.

The level of support now being provided to businesses across all sectors is unprecedented 
and ahead of that available in other jurisdictions. Our focus is to ensure the safety of our people 
and guide our economy towards recovery by ensuring that we had an appropriate mix of sup-
ports in place to support workers and businesses in moving between the levels of the COVID-19 
Resilience and Recovery 2021- The Path Ahead.

I and my colleagues across Government will continue to keep the range of measures under 
review with the goal of setting our country towards economic recovery. The Government is 
determined to ensure there will be no cliff-edge scenario and businesses will continue to be 
supported as much as possible.

24/03/2021WRJ05300Redundancy Payments

24/03/2021WRJ05400193. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the actions his Department has taken to save jobs (details supplied); his plans to 
ensure that the employees affected will be guaranteed the industry-standard redundancy pack-
age of the statutory two weeks’ with an additional six weeks’ pay for each year of service in 
circumstances in which the jobs cannot be saved; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[15798/21]

24/03/2021WRJ05500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The announcement of 150 redundancies in this company is very regrettable and I extend 
my sympathies to the workers who have lost their jobs and to the families affected.  I understand 
that the manufacturing and production operations will not be impacted. As a client of Enterprise 
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Ireland, the Agency has had discussions with the senior management team of the company on 
their proposals and will be working to maintain the maximum number of jobs in Ireland.  I have 
asked my officials to keep me updated on developments and to see how we can be of assistance.  

I am informed that the proposed redundancies referred to in the question relate to back of-
fice functions. Enterprise Ireland has not directly supported these functions. Some of the staff 
now being made redundant may have availed of general training programmes which Enterprise 
Ireland supported.  

There is no recourse on the grants paid out already for these training programmes as the 
training has been carried out and the employees have been upskilled.  In that regard, the new 
skills are transferrable. However, no grants will be paid out on future claims related to these 
redundant roles.

Negotiations on enhanced redundancy are a voluntary matter between a company and its 
employees.  Our Agencies will continue to work in a coordinated way to support those who 
have lost their jobs with welfare entitlements, job-search assistance and upskilling opportuni-
ties available to all impacted workers as they assess their options.

24/03/2021WRJ05600Social Enterprise Sector

24/03/2021WRJ05700194. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of companies currently registered as social enterprises with the Compa-
nies Registration Office. [15808/21]

24/03/2021WRJ05800195. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of companies that were registered as social enterprises with the Compa-
nies Registration Office in 2019. [15809/21]

24/03/2021WRJ05900196. Deputy John Lahart asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of companies that were registered as social enterprises with the Compa-
nies Registration Office in 2020. [15810/21]

24/03/2021WRJ06000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 194 to 196, inclusive, together.

There is no specific legal form under which social enterprises must operate. A social en-
terprise operating under company law has various options available including registering as a 
company limited by guarantee (CLG) or as a private company limited by shares (LTD).  Irre-
spective of the option chosen, the Companies Registration Office cannot readily identify com-
panies as social enterprises and statistics are not available.

The Deputy may be aware that my colleague, the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment, has policy responsibility for social enterprise and further information may be available 
from that Department.

24/03/2021WR24/03/2021WRK00200Remote Working

24/03/2021WRK00300197. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he will report on the work of Enterprise Ireland on remote working hubs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15836/21]
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24/03/2021WRK00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): On 15 January last I published Ireland’s first National Remote Work Strategy to make 
remote working a permanent option for life after the pandemic. A key action within the National 
Remote Work Strategy is to extend the mapping and classifications of hubs - as completed by 
Western Development Commission on the Atlantic Economic Corridor - across the country to 
develop national data on hub infrastructure. Enterprise Ireland is actively working to support 
the implementation of this strategy through:

- mapping and classification of hubs;

- mapping regional and local need to inform future investment in enterprise centres/hubs; 
and 

- investment in remote work hubs and infrastructure in under-served areas thus underpin-
ning the development of the national hubs network.

On 20 November 2020, I announced €8.24m in grants for 95 Enterprise Centres around 
the country administered through Enterprise Ireland. The funding will ensure that the Enter-
prise Centres, many of which have been negatively impacted by COVID-19, can sustain their 
businesses, pivot and further develop their services to support the next wave of Irish start-up 
companies. Enterprise Centres provide important infrastructure for entrepreneurs and are an es-
sential part of the start-up ecosystem across Ireland. The Centres, many of which are regionally 
based, provide space, mentoring and support to start-up founders and teams, helping them to 
scale internationally.  

To date, my Department has provided funding of €250 million to support the establishment 
of approximately 270 enterprise centres throughout Ireland and administered by Enterprise Ire-
land. This investment has enabled:

- Establishment of physical space for entrepreneurs, start-ups, scaling companies, SMEs 
and a balance of small scale FDI;

- Delivery of enterprise relevant programmes to companies; and

- Provision of physical space to support remote working.

Since 2017, Enterprise Ireland has administered Departmental funding to 91 projects total-
ling €16,434,595 under both the Regional Enterprise Development Fund and the Community 
Enterprise Centres Schemes. An emerging feature of projects funded under these schemes is the 
provision of physical space to support remote working.

Currently there is an Enterprise Ireland open ‘Regional Development Feasibility Fund’ that 
promoters, looking to scope out and investigate the viability of larger full-scale projects such 
as remote working hubs, can apply for. A feasibility grant of €15,000 or 50% of eligible costs, 
whichever is lesser, is available to qualifying applicants meeting the required criteria.

24/03/2021WRK00500Trade Strategy

24/03/2021WRK00600198. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment further to Parliamentary Question No. 22 of 3 February 2021, if his attention 
has been drawn to price fluctuations of as much as 30% for steel products (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15864/21]

24/03/2021WRK00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
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kar): My reply to the Deputy’s Question of 3rd February related to the application and opera-
tion of the European Union’s Safeguard Measures on steel, which have been in operation since 
July 2018 and which were initiated in response to the United States applying a 25% tariff on 
steel imports originating from 3rd countries, including the European Union. 

In this regard, this action by the US resulted in steel originally destined for the US market 
being diverted to the EU with the associated risk of flooding the EU market with steel products 
to the detriment of Union industry and producers.  Therefore, in response, in 2018, the Euro-
pean Commission brought forward Safeguard Measures to manage the volume of steel entering 
the Single Market from 3rd countries. Importantly, as I indicated previously, the Measures cur-
rently in place allow for the import of steel from 3rd countries by way of quotas, determined 
in line with traditional volumes of trade in steel using the 2015-2017 reference period. Steel 
imports outside of the quota limits are subject to a 25% tariff on landing in the EU. Moreover, 
since the UK left the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union, there is no longer the free flow of 
steel between the UK and EU and the Steel Safeguard Measures in conjunction with the terms 
of the EU-UK TCA (Trade and Cooperation Agreement) apply.  In this regard, Irish importers 
can continue to import steel from the UK without the additional “Safeguard” tariff of 25% if the 
volume of imports remains within the EU’s quota allocations for the UK.  Imports from the UK 
to Ireland, or other EU Member States, in excess of these quotas will attract a 25% tariff.  Simi-
larly, imports of steel from other 3rd countries into Ireland would also be subject to a 25% tariff 
if the exporting country exceeds the available quota. Importantly, however, Irish importers can 
continue to import steel from the rest of the EU as part of the Single Market where no tariffs or 
quotas apply.  Thus, supply sourced within the EU should not incur a tariff on moving from the 
fellow EU Member State to Ireland.

Moreover, as indicated in my earlier reply, two reviews of the Measures by the European 
Commission found that a significant level of quotas remained unused with quotas available in 
every product category. This would indicate that the application of the EU’s Safeguard Mea-
sures does not affect the availability of supply, as quotas are not exhausted before the end of a 
given period.  The imposition of Safeguard Measures are not designed to unduly restrict trade 
flows but are instead designed to allow a level of imports proportionate to the needs of the 
Union market. 

These Safeguards are currently under Review by the European Commission on foot of a re-
quest from several Member States as the Measures are due to lapse in June unless the Commis-
sion formally proposes to the Member States a continuation of the Safeguards.  In parallel, the 
Commission is engaging with the new US Administration with a view to seeking a discontinua-
tion by the US of the original 2018 imposition of the tariffs on EU steel imports, and this should 
assist in the EU’s consideration of the need for any prolongation of the current Safeguards.  
However, I should note that if the Safeguards Measures were discontinued from June, imports 
of steel would revert to being governed by the terms of any bilateral FTA between the EU and 
3rd Countries including the UK, where Rules of Origin of imports are import considerations.

Finally, I must note that as Minister for Enterprise Trade and Employment I have no func-
tion in relation to monitoring or regulating commercial product pricing which is subject to 
international market forces.

24/03/2021WRK00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRK00900199. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the financial business supports available for a small wedding photography busi-
ness such as in the case of a business (details supplied) that is closed due to Covid-19 restric-
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tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15876/21]

24/03/2021WRK01000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am keenly aware that businesses are continuing to make massive sacrifices to protect 
their communities and I am committed to ensuring that the Government will offer as much as-
sistance and support as possible. My Department has worked to ensure that appropriate supports 
are in place for businesses that require finance as they develop their response to their exposure 
to impacts arising from COVID-19. Details of all schemes can be found on my Departments 
website: Government supports for COVID-19 impacted businesses - DETE (enterprise.gov.ie)

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the 
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of 
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage 
Subsidy (EWSS) and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the week-
ly CRSS payment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, the Small Business 
Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), reduced VAT rates, a commercial rates holiday, the 
Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme as well as low-cost loans.

Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the re-
silience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. Details 
of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website.

These measures are in addition to the €7 billion July Stimulus of enterprise measures, which 
includes the Wage Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Pay-
ment, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of 
which will help to improve cashflow amongst self-employed. We are providing for an extension 
of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely affected businesses.

As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eli-
gible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes, to re-start 
their business. Further information is available at www.gov.ie.

On the 9th of December my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for So-
cial Protection, announced the doubling of the PUP threshold from the current €480 over four 
weeks to €960 over an eight-week period effective immediately. This measure is to assist those 
who are trying to restart their businesses and will allow self-employed people to take on inter-
mittent jobs without losing their entitlement to the PUP. The Department of Social Protection is 
also providing the Enterprise Support Grant, a once-off payment worth up to €1,000 per person 
is aimed at sole traders who do not pay commercial rates.  

The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other 
packages on offer in other countries. The new Small Business Assistance Scheme for Covid 
I announced last month will provide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in 
receipt of a rates bill from their local authority or in a rateable premises. While the grant is mod-
est, it will help smaller businesses in particular to cover these costs – rent, insurance, utilities, 
security.

I would urge business owners to seek the supports outlined above if they have not already 
done so. I would also suggest they contact their Local Enterprise Office who can signpost them 
and advise them of supports that may be available for their business.

24/03/2021WRK01100Intellectual Property
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24/03/2021WRK01200200. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the steps he is taking to ensure the waiving of intellectual property rights for Covid-19 
products during the pandemic through the World Trade Organization, in particular vaccines, as 
recommended by the World Health Organization; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15932/21]

24/03/2021WRK01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): International Trade is a competence of the EU under the Treaties.  In exercising that 
competence at the WTO, the European Commission engages with Member States, including 
Ireland, through a variety of Committee and Working Parties/Groups, including on intellectual 
property. 

The EU’s current position on the proposed waiver is that the WTO international agreement 
on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (the TRIPS Agreement) allows coun-
tries the flexibility to respond to the concerns raised by proposers of the waiver.  Specifically, 
the TRIPS Agreement allows compulsory licensing which is when a government permits an 
entity to produce the patents products or process without the consent of the patent owner. 

The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support universal 
and equitable access to COVID-10 vaccines and treatments.  

The EU considers that the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global 
supply and access to COVID-19 vaccines, is the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that 
high-income countries finance the vaccines and support the developing countries to secure their 
share of global supply.

Ireland has consistently championed collaborative responses to the pandemic, with a focus 
on ensuring that the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable are served by our collective effort.  
As a member of the global health community, Ireland continues to play an active role in ensur-
ing fair and equitable access to vaccines for all.  This includes supporting the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the Global Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund, to develop, produce 
and equitably distribute effective technologies in the COVID-19 global response.

24/03/2021WRK01400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRK01500201. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment his views on reclassifying children’s clothing and shoes as essential retail; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15933/21]

24/03/2021WRK01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
I understand this is an incredibly difficult time for families and businesses across the country 
and I would like to thank them for their efforts at this difficult time. By each of us following the 
spirit of the rules and working together we can hopefully ease some restrictions soon.

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5. A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/.
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Under Level 5, only essential retail outlets will remain open and all measures in Level 5 will 
stay in place until at least April 5 2021. Further information can be found on https://www.gov.
ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/.  Non-Essential items can be ordered remotely for delivery and 
are also available on compassionate grounds as circumstances arise.

Retailers can and have made arrangements, on compassionate grounds, for individual cus-
tomers to urgently purchase a non-essential item in store. This is only in exceptional circum-
stances where it is not possible to plan ahead and avail of remote ordering services such as in 
emergencies, e.g., admission to hospital.

We are asking retailers to fully get behind the spirit of the regulations. In particular, we are 
asking retailers with mixed retail offering which have discrete spaces for essential and non-
essential retail to make arrangements for the separation of relevant areas.

We are also asking retailers to exercise their best judgement and common sense on a case by 
case basis, to ensure those requiring urgent access to a non-essential item are accommodated.

Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and representatives from 
the retail grocery and distribution sector to continuously discuss and assess adherence to the 
public health restrictions.

It is important to monitor gov.ie for the latest information, public health advice and guide-
lines from Government in relation to COVID-19.

24/03/2021WRK01700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRK01800202. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he will allow all retail to operate click-and-collect services during level 4 and 5 
restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15934/21]

24/03/2021WRK01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
I understand this is an incredibly difficult time for families and businesses across the country 
and I would like to thank them for their efforts at this difficult time. By each of us following the 
spirit of the rules and working together we can hopefully ease some restrictions soon.

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5. A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/.

 Under Level 5, only essential retail outlets will remain open and all measures in Level 5 
will stay in place until at least April 5 2021. Further information can be found on https://www.
gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/.

COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The Path Ahead which can be found on https://
www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/resilience-recovery-2020-2021-plan-for-living-with-covid-19/, sets 
out the approach to the next phase, which is subject to ongoing review and taking into account 
the evolving epidemiological situation. All decisions taken by Government on the timing of any 
lifting of restrictions are informed by the public health advice at the time.
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Level 5 does not restrict people from purchasing any product, it does however restrict peo-
ple from physically going into non-essential stores, including clothes stores. This is to stop 
people making unnecessary journeys, congregating and browsing for non-essential goods, to 
limit the spread of the virus.

Under the current temporary restrictions while click and collect of non-essential retail items 
is no longer permitted, click or phone and delivery can continue.  

Retailers can and have made arrangements, on compassionate grounds, for individual cus-
tomers to urgently purchase a non-essential item in store. This is only in exceptional circum-
stances where it is not possible to plan ahead and avail of remote ordering services such as in 
emergencies, e.g., admission to hospital.

We are asking retailers to fully get behind the spirit of the regulations. In particular, we are 
asking retailers with mixed retail offering which have discrete spaces for essential and non-
essential retail to make arrangements for the separation of relevant areas. 

An Garda Síochána are engaging with retailers and enforcing the regulations where neces-
sary.

We are asking retailers to operate staggered opening and closing hours, as well as facili-
tating starting and finishing hours, in order to minimise the impact on public transport and to 
continue to provide dedicated hours for vulnerable customers.

We are also asking retailers to exercise their best judgement and common sense on a case by 
case basis, to ensure those requiring urgent access to a non-essential item are accommodated.

My colleague Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and represen-
tatives from the retail, grocery and distribution sector to continuously assess adherence to the 
public health restrictions.

The Government has introduced a wide range of supports to help businesses impacted by 
the COVID-19 crisis and they can be found on my Department’s website https://enterprise.gov.
ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

It is important to monitor gov.ie for the latest information, public health advice and guide-
lines from Government in relation to COVID-19.

24/03/2021WRK02000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRK02100203. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he will provide the retail sector with advanced notice of the lifting of restrictions to 
enable a safe reopening; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15935/21]

24/03/2021WRK02200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
I understand this is an incredibly difficult time for families and businesses across the country 
and I would like to thank them for their efforts at this difficult time. By each of us following the 
spirit of the rules and working together we can hopefully ease some restrictions soon.

Decisions on reopening are made by Government based on health advice. I know that ad-
equate notice is important for the sector and I will provide as much notice as possible based on 
the timing and nature of the decision by Government.

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
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(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5. A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/.

Under Level 5, only essential retail outlets will remain open and all measures in Level 5 will 
stay in place until at least April 5 2021. Further information can be found on https://www.gov.
ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/.

COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The Path Ahead  which can be found on https://
www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/resilience-recovery-2020-2021-plan-for-living-with-covid-19/, sets 
out the approach to the next phase, which is subject to ongoing review and taking into account 
the evolving epidemiological situation. All decisions taken by Government on the timing of any 
lifting of restrictions are informed by the public health advice at the time.

Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and representatives from 
the retail grocery and distribution sector to continuously discuss and assess adherence to the 
public health restrictions.

The Government has introduced a wide range of supports to help businesses impacted by 
the COVID-19 crisis and they can be found on the Department’s website https://enterprise.gov.
ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

It is important to monitor gov.ie for the latest information, public health advice and guide-
lines from Government in relation to COVID-19.

24/03/2021WRK02300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRK02400204. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment his views on reactivating the future growth loan scheme long-term loan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15936/21]

24/03/2021WRK02500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Future Growth Loan Scheme makes lending available to SMEs and small mid-caps 
(up to 499 employees) seeking financing for long-term strategic investment, including in re-
sponse to the impacts of Brexit and COVID-19. 

The scheme was launched in 2019 and initially provided for up to €300m in long-term lend-
ing, however in July of 2020 it was expanded by €500m to make a total of €800m available 
through participating financial providers. As of 22 March 2021, 3,246 loans have been sanc-
tioned through the Future Growth Loan Scheme to the value of €675.61 million.

Funding under the scheme is made available through commercial finance providers: AIB, 
Bank of Ireland, Ulster Bank, Permanent TSB, KBC and Close Brothers. The scheme has seen 
rapid uptake and as such the majority of the participating finance providers are currently closed 
to new applications as they process a “pipeline” of existing applicants. That pipeline is expected 
to amount to further tens of millions of lending through those participating providers. 

At present, Close Brothers and KBC remain open to new applications. 
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As noted above, this scheme makes funding available to businesses seeking to make long-
term, strategic investments. That the uptake of the scheme has remained strong throughout the 
pandemic is a positive indication that businesses are looking beyond the difficulties of the last 
year. 

I would also encourage businesses seeking funding for investment to consider their options 
under the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme, which makes lending available at favourable 
terms to COVID-19-impacted businesses for terms up to five-and-a-half years. Loans under 
that scheme range from €10,000 to €1m and loans of up to €250,000 are available unsecured.

24/03/2021WRK02600Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRK02700205. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the total Covid-19-related spend in 2020 by his Department, agency and budget 
line item; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16271/21]

24/03/2021WRK02800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The 2020 Revised Estimates Volume published in December 2019 provided my Depart-
ment with an original gross allocation of €970.908 million for use last year. The Estimate also 
permitted the Department to carryover €42.5 million in unspent 2019 capital appropriations for 
use in 2020. 

The Revised Estimate actually presented to and approved by the Dáil on 30th June 2020, 
increased the Department’s 2020 allocation to €1.453.9 billion. The Department subsequently 
had a Further Revised Estimate in November approved by the Dáil which further increased the 
Department’s 2020 gross allocation to €1.907 billion. 

This €937 million increase in funding in the Department’s Vote, of which €919 million was 
capital, was provided to enable the Department, its Offices and Agencies to roll out a myriad of 
Covid and Brexit focussed schemes and initiatives necessary to assist businesses and consum-
ers impacted by the challenges of the pandemic and the fallout of the changed trading relation-
ship with the UK. 

The Department’s current allocation increased by €17.969 million. The transfer of employ-
ment and trade functions into the Department accounted for an additional €1.969 million of 
this funding. The July Stimulus accounted for the remaining €16 million and was provided to 
support the Department and its Agencies in their responses to the Covid-19 pandemic, as set 
out below. 

- IDA Ireland €10m 

- Enterprise Ireland €1.7m

- Local Enterprise Offices €1.3m

- DETE €3m

The additional €919 million capital allocated to the DETE Vote for Covid measures in 2020 
was distributed to the particular Programmes set out in the Table below: 

Table: REV Change 2020 Capital (€.000)
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Subhead 2020 REV Allocation 
(Dec 2019)   

2020 FRE Allocation 
(NOV 2020)   

Total Change (Dec 2019 
v Nov 2020)    

InterTrade Ireland – Subhead 
A4   

 €          7.695     €        10.195     + €            2.500  

IDA Ireland – Subhead A5    €      136.000     €      156.000     + €          20.000  
Enterprise Ireland – Subhead 
A7   

 €        65.750     €      804.250     + €       738.500  

Local Enterprise Offices – Sub-
head A8   

 €        27.500     €        85.500     + €          58.000  

Credit Guarantee Scheme – 
Subhead A9   

 €          0.500     €           1.000     + €            0.500    

Interreg – Subhead A10    €          5.800     €           5.050    -  €             0.750 
SBCI Loan Schemes – Sub-
head A14   

 €          5.750     €        56.960     + €          51.210  

Humanitarian Relief Scheme – 
Subhead A15   

 €          0.001     €           0.251     + €            0.250     

Micro Finance Ireland – Sub-
head A16   

 €          0.001     €        41.791     + €          41.790  

Enterprise Ireland – Subhead 
B4 (R&D)   

 €      122.000     €      127.000     + €            5.000  

Tyndall National Institute – 
Subhead B4 (R&D)   

 €          5.500     €      7.500         + €             2.000  

Total  + €        919.000 

It should also be borne in mind that in addition to the increased allocations provided to the 
DETE Vote in the June and November Estimate/Further Revised Estimate, elements of the core 
funding for the existing programmes on the Department’s Vote were adapted to assist in the 
response to the pandemic. 

In terms of actual Covid-related expenditure in 2020, it is estimated that of the additional 
€937 million Covid and Brexit monies beyond the initial Revised Estimate allocation for the 
DETE Vote in 2020, just over €771 million was drawn down and expended in 2020. This fund-
ing was expended on the Programmes/Subheads sets out in the Table below.

Subhead Covid Specific Expended in 2020€m
InterTrade Ireland – Subhead A4   2.5 
IDA Ireland – Subhead A5   16 
Enterprise Ireland – Subhead A7   652 
Local Enterprise Offices – Subhead A8   35.29 
SBCI Loan Schemes – Subhead A14   42.54 
Micro Finance Ireland – Subhead A16   21.79 
Enterprise Ireland – Subhead B4 (R&D)   1 
 771.12

Whilst programme spend was somewhat less than what was allocated, this was due to a 
number of factors, not least the nature of the specific Covid Schemes rolled out by the Depart-
ment’s Agencies whereby in some instances there are time lags between applications/projects 
being approved, projects being completed, and applications then being submitted for payment. 
Nevertheless, a significant proportion of the capital monies that were not spent in 2020 will be 
carried over for use by my Department and our Agencies this year.
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24/03/2021WRK02900Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRK03000206. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the payment options available to persons to pay fines, charges or bills by his Depart-
ment; and if there are plans to provide further online payment facilities. [16290/21]

24/03/2021WRK03100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Details of the payment options available for persons to pay fines, charges or bills to my 
Department and the Offices under its aegis are as follows:

Workplace Relations Commission

The Workplace Relations Act 2015 provides for the charging and payment of a fixed pay-
ment notice (a fine) for four specified contraventions of employment law by a person / employer. 

A person who receives a Fixed Payment Notice may, within 42 days of the date of the No-
tice, make a payment to the Commission of the amount specified in the Notice. If the payment is 
made within the statutory 42 day period, no prosecution will be instituted against such person. 
Failure to make payment against a Fixed Payment Notice will cause a Prosecution to be insti-
tuted by the Commission in the Courts.

Payment may be made by Electronic Fund Transfer or by alternative means such as cheque 
or money order.

Employment Permits

Payments for Employment Permits may be made online by debit/visa card at https://epos.
djei.ie/. Over 99% of applications are paid for this way.  The Department also continues to 
provide a payment facility for manual paper-based applications via Electronic Funds Transfer.

Intellectual Property Office of Ireland (IPOI)

All fees relating to national Trademark and Design applications or fees for the grant or re-
newal of Patents may be made online via the IPOI website.  IPOL are in the process of develop-
ing a system to allow other statutory patent fees to be paid online. All payments can be also be 
made by debit/credit over the phone, or by Electronic Funds Transfer/Bank transfer.

Freedom of Information Requests

Persons may make a request for records under the Freedom of Information Act, 2014 to the 
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. While there is no fee for an FOI request 
there is a fee if a person seeks an internal review of the initial decision. These charges can be 
paid by way of bank draft, money order, postal order or personal cheque. Payment can also be 
made by Electronic Fund Transfer.

Companies Registration Office

The Companies Registration Office (CRO) receives three types of payments from custom-
ers:

Filing fees

Online payment, either by credit card or by customer account, is mandatory for those forms 
where online filing is mandatory. For manual forms, customers can opt to pay by customer ac-
count or by cash/cheque.



Questions - Written Answers

114

Fines

The only fine that the CRO charge is the late filing penalty and that can only be paid online.

Search fees

For online searches, search fees are paid via customer account or credit card.  In addition, it 
is possible to write to the CRO requesting documents by enclosing cash or a cheque.

Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement (ODCE)

The ODCE occasionally receives payments in respect of recovery of costs in legal cases. 
The ODCE accepts payments made by EFT or by cheque.

Occasional Trading Permits

Applicants for occasional trading permits are currently required to pay the fee by cheque. 
A review of occasional trading legislation is underway to determine its continued fitness for 
purpose and any decisions on the application process will be made following the conclusion of 
this review.

Labour Court

The Labour Court receive a fee of €300 in instances where the appellant did not attend the 
original WRC hearing. The fee is paid by EFT to the Departments account.  In the development 
of its new Case Management System, the Labour Court will consider other online payment 
facilities for this account.

24/03/2021WRK03200Fuel Sales

24/03/2021WRK03300207. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the measures in place to prevent the illegal sale and distribution of coal and bottled 
gas from Northern Ireland; the estimated value of such sales; the cost of the negative impact 
the activity is having on traders in this jurisdiction; the number of such illegal traders that have 
been prosecuted in the past five years; the number of operators and distributors in this jurisdic-
tion that have been prosecuted to date; the estimated loss of revenue to the State; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15195/21]

24/03/2021WRK03400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The threat that fuel fraud and illicit trade poses to legitimate business, to consumers and the 
Exchequer is recognised, and State agencies are working collaboratively to combat such crimi-
nality.

It is inherently difficult to estimate the extent of any illegal trade with confidence and it is 
not possible, therefore, to estimate the potential loss to the Exchequer of the illegal sale and 
distribution of coal and bottled gas from Northern Ireland.

Enforcement action against breaches of the Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribution 
and Burning of Specified Fuels) Regulations 2012 is a matter for Local Authorities and my 
Department does not compile statistics in relation to prosecutions taken or fines imposed. How-
ever, Local Authorities do report information to the Environmental Protection Agency each 
year regarding inspection and enforcement activities under environmental legislation; the most 
recent report, which is with respect to 2019,  can be accessed at: https://www.epa.ie/pubs/re-
ports/enforcement/performanceframework/focusonlocalauthorityenvironmentalenforcement-
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activityreport2019.html

The Programme for Government contains a specific commitment to develop a regional ap-
proach to air quality enforcement and a multi-agency approach to clamping down on the sale 
of high sulphur content fuel imported from the UK, with Local Authorities and the Revenue 
Commissioners involved.

Such a coordinated approach is required given the links between the burning of solid fuels 
and the health effects of air pollution, as well as the potential for market distortion for business-
es properly adhering to the regulations. Increased multi-agency inspections and enforcement, 
including the use of fixed payment notices, are required and my Department is fully committed 
to supporting Local Authorities in this regard.

24/03/2021WRK03500Cybersecurity Policy

24/03/2021WRK03600208. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the number of staff currently working in cybersecurity. [15214/21]

24/03/2021WRK03700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) has developed significantly in terms of capacity 
and resources. Staffing of the NCSC has increased from 8 posts in early 2017 to 26 posts in 
2020.  The 2019 National Cyber Security Strategy set out a series of measures to further im-
prove and develop the capacity of the NCSC. In order to assess the capacity of the NCSC to 
deliver its objectives as set out in the strategy, an external review of the NCSC has been com-
missioned. The capacity review, which commenced in January 2021, is examining the current 
organisational structure, staffing, work processes and financing of the NCSC and will bench-
mark it against international best practice models. Work in relation to the capacity review is 
on-going and the report of the independent experts is expected in Q2. The findings of the review 
will then be considered and will inform decisions to be taken on the future resourcing of the 
NCSC.

24/03/2021WRK03800Sustainable Development Goals

24/03/2021WRK03900209. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications when a draft of Ireland’s second national progress report on the sustainable 
development goals will be published; when a finalised document will be submitted to the Unit-
ed Nations in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13903/21]

24/03/2021WRK04000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) is a significant and ambitious policy agenda that concerns all Government Departments.

The 2030 Agenda emphasises the importance of transparent and participatory follow-up and 
review arrangements at the national, regional and international levels, in order to accurately 
assess implementation of the SDGs up to 2030. As part of the follow-up and review arrange-
ments, countries are encouraged to conduct regular reviews of progress at national level and 
also to participate in the Voluntary National Reviews (VNR) of the UN High-level Political Fo-
rum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). Ireland supports such an approach to ensure all UN 
members are accountable and take ownership of the Goals. In this regard Ireland committed, 
under the first SDG National Implementation Plan 2018 - 2020, to prepare a national report on 
implementation of the Goals every two years and to present a VNR to the UN every four years. 
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Ireland presented its first VNR to the HLPF in July 2018 and is due to present its second VNR 
in 2022.

Work has commenced on the next SDG Implementation Plan and I propose to integrate the 
progress report as part of development of the next Plan, which I intend to publish later this year.

On an on-going basis, an SDG GeoHive website (https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/) provides 
data on Ireland’s progress in implementing the SDGs. In addition, in 2020 the Central Statistics 
Office began publishing statistical progress reports on individual SDGs, supported by info-
graphics to summarise the report contents in an accessible manner. Reports for SDGs 1 to 6 are 
now available, with a report on Goal 7 for energy due in the second quarter of this year. These 
reports are available at https://www.cso.ie/en/statistics/unsustainabledevelopmentgoals/.

24/03/2021WRK04100EU Directives

24/03/2021WRK04200210. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications when the revised EU Internal Electricity Market Directive 2019-944 and EU 
Renewable Energy Directive 2018-2001 will be transposed into Irish legislation; the process 
and format of transposition of provisions of both directives; the implications for failure to trans-
pose by required deadlines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13905/21]

24/03/2021WRK04300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Electricity Directive (EU)2019/944 and Renewable Energy Directive (EU)2018/2001 (RE-
DII), which form part of the Clean Energy Package (CEP), are recasts of Directive 2009/72/EC, 
and Directive 2009/28/EC, respectively.  Both were included in the EU’s 2009 Third Energy 
Package and transposed over the period to 2015.

My Department has been working to transpose the two directives and transposition has been 
progressed by way of SI 704 of 2020 and SI 365 of 2020, as regards several new obligations 
within Chapters 5 and 7 of the Electricity Directive, and Articles 4 and 6 of the Renewable En-
ergy Directive, respectively. The remaining elements of these Directives will be addressed in 
the coming months by way of Statutory Instrument under section 3 of the European Communi-
ties Act 1972 and by administrative provisions.  The transposition process has included engage-
ment with key stakeholders, including the regulator, industry, and the European Commission 
(Commission). In line with the public notice on the Electricity Directive transposition process 
on gov.ie, further stakeholder engagement will take place on 25th March in a seminar for reg-
istered participants.     

My Department has provided regular updates to the Commission on progress in transposing 
the Directives and notified transposing statutory instruments using the THEMIS system. The 
Department continues to provide such updates pending notification of transposition of the re-
maining provisions of these directives.  Regarding implications for failure to transpose by re-
quired deadlines, the Commission has responsibility for initiating proceedings where it deems 
appropriate in accordance with its process. These Directives are not the subject of extant pro-
ceedings, with various transposition deadlines set out within the Directives from October 2020 
to June 2021.

24/03/2021WRK04400EU Programmes

24/03/2021WRK04500211. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the details of the selection process and timelines in 2021 regarding Ireland’s 
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proposals for the fifth list of EU energy projects of common interest; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13906/21]

24/03/2021WRK04600212. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the manner in which and when Ireland will withdraw a previously submitted 
energy project from the fourth list of EU projects of common interest list in 2021, as noted in 
the programme for Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13907/21]

24/03/2021WRK04700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 211 and 212 together.  

The process and associated timelines for selection of a list of EU energy Projects of Com-
mon Interest (PCI) to take place every two years are set out in EU Regulation 347/2013 on 
guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure. According to provisions in the regulation, 
regional groups, comprising EU member states, national regulatory authorities, applicant proj-
ect promoters and relevant stakeholders, are established for the purpose of proposing and re-
viewing PCIs. While the final PCI list is adopted by the European Commission, individual EU 
Member State approval is required for any PCI that relates to their territory. 

Regional Group meetings as part of the process to determine the 5th PCI list have recently 
commenced, with a final list scheduled to be adopted by the European Commission towards the 
end of 2021. 

The Programme for Government sets out that as Ireland moves towards carbon neutrality, 
it does not make sense to develop LNG projects importing fracked gas. It further commits to 
ensuring the Shannon LNG project is not included in the EU PCI list in 2021. In line with the 
Programme for Government I have previously confirmed that if an LNG project were to apply 
for inclusion on the 2021 PCI list, Ireland would not provide the required Member State ap-
proval and accordingly such a project would not be included on the list. I would note that no 
LNG projects in Ireland have applied for inclusion on the 2021 list. Furthermore, the European 
Commission has proposed an update to the relevant EU regulation, which Ireland has sup-
ported, that will ensure no LNG projects would be eligible to be PCIs in future.

24/03/2021WRK04900National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRK05000213. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the timeline for an area (details supplied) in County Leitrim to be connected to 
broadband as part of the roll-out of the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13984/21]

24/03/2021WRK05100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan 
(NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be de-
ployed under the NBP State led intervention.

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland that, as of 17 March 2021, nearly 194,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed. Surveys are complete or underway in Coun-
ty Leitrim around Carrick-on Shannon, Tullybeg, Leitrim Village, Mong, Foxborough, Lisman-
nagh, Drumsha, Clogher, Drishoge and Lisnagat. Surveying is the first step towards delivering 
the new fibre network and involves physically walking the routes and documenting images, 
notes and measurements of the poles, cables and underground ducts in each area. This informs 
design solutions for provision of the fibre network to each and every premises in the surveyed 
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area and leads to detailed designs. The detailed designs are then used to initiate the ‘make ready’ 
project with Open eir for the area, where Open eir ensure any poles and ducts being reused 
are fit for purpose and the make ready of other required infrastructure. This step also informs 
decisions on equipment ordering. Survey data is also needed to initiate pre-works which pave 
the way for the deploying of fibre. Pre-works involve construction of new duct routes, erection 
of poles, building chambers, and tree trimming. On completion of these pre-works, the main 
construction works can commence. This involves deploying fibre overhead on poles and in un-
derground ducts, splicing of fibre, and unblocking of ducts. Once the main construction works 
are completed and the appropriate level of testing has been undertaken, the fibre network can 
be commissioned and end users can order their connection.

Further details are available on specific areas within County Leitrim through the NBI web-
site which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their in-
terest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals 
who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering 
the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am ad-
vised that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on net-
work build plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by 
Oireachtas members for specific queries.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 17 
March, 289 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be 
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department 
of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department of Edu-
cation for school BCPs. BCP’s are installed at Gortlettragh Community Centre, Donaghmore 
Workhouse and Famine Museum, and Glencar Waterfall.  The site at Aghanlish Community 
Centre is installed and connected. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Aughawillian National School and Saint Michael’s Primary School are connected by NBI 
for educational access as part of this initiative.  My Department continues to work with the 
Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within the Inter-
vention Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this 
aspect of the National Broadband Plan was announced in December which will see some 679 
primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target 
delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/
primary-schools-list/.

24/03/2021WRK05150Legislative Measures

24/03/2021WRK05175214. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications his plans to overhaul the legislation governing noise pollution and statutory 
nuisance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14009/21]

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations 2018 (S. I. No 549 of 2018) 
transpose EU Directive 2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and management of environ-
mental noise. The Directive aims to provide a common framework to avoid, prevent or reduce, 
on a prioritised basis, the harmful effects of exposure to environmental noise. 

  The Regulations set out a two-stage process for addressing environmental noise. Firstly, 
noise must be assessed through the preparation of strategic noise maps for areas and infra-



24 March 2021

119

structure falling within defined criteria, e.g. large agglomerations, major roads, railways and 
airports. Secondly, based on the results of the mapping process, the Regulations require the 
preparation of noise action plans for each area concerned. The fundamental objective of action 
plans is the prevention and reduction of environmental noise.

  The Regulations assign primary responsibility for both noise mapping and action planning 
to Local Authorities, and designate the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as the National 
Authority for the purposes of the Regulations.

  My Department is currently working on transposing Commission Directive (EU) 2020/367, 
which introduces dose-effect relations for a set of health endpoints such as cardiovascular dis-
ease, annoyance and sleep disturbance. These assessment methods are based on the high quality 
and statistically significant information contained in the World Health Organisation Environ-
mental Noise Guidelines for the European Region.

  Any person experiencing noise nuisance may contact their local authority, which may initi-
ate proceedings on grounds of noise nuisance under the Environmental Protection Agency Act 
1992. This Act also provides for any person, or group of persons, to seek an order in the District 
Court to have noise giving reasonable cause for annoyance abated. The procedures involved 
have been simplified to allow action to be taken without legal representation.

24/03/2021WRK05200Environmental Policy

24/03/2021WRK05300215. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the evaluations that have been conducted to appraise the potential risk of subsidence of 
adjacent roads and houses related to proposals to re-wet bogs; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14053/21]

24/03/2021WRK05400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Bord na Móna Enhanced Decommissioning, Rehabilitation and Restoration Scheme in-
cludes the provision of funding of €108 million for the implementation of the Scheme over 
a period of 5 years. The Scheme will, over time, employ 307 people, some of whom will be 
engaged on a seasonal basis, with 210 full time equivalents engaged over the delivery period. 
The scheme will encompass 33,000 hectares of Bord na Móna peatlands previously harvested 
for peat extraction for electricity generation. The Scheme will protect the storage of 100 million 
tonnes of CO2 emissions. It is estimated that over the period 2020 to 2050, 3.2 million tonnes 
of CO2 emissions will be avoided through the implementation of the Scheme.

Under the Scheme, Bord na Móna are required to submit to the National Parks and Wild-
life Services an Enhanced Rehabilitation Bog Plan for each bog to be rehabilitated. Individual 
bog plans are developed on the basis of detailed baseline information collected during Bord 
na Móna ecological baseline surveys, additional site visits, stakeholder input and monitoring 
and desktop analysis. The baseline information includes detailed drainage characteristics, bog 
topography and hydrological modelling, all of which are key considerations in the develop-
ment of the bog plans. This allows for mitigation measures to be put in place, should any risk 
be identified. However, it is considered very unlikely that subsidence would occur as a result of 
bog re-wetting given the relatively flat topography of Bord na Móna bogs,

24/03/2021WRK05500National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRK05600216. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
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nications the estimated completion date of the national broadband plan; the original estimated 
date; and the number of delays in the plan. [14115/21]

24/03/2021WRK05700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband net-
work within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 
In line with the NBP Contract, the deployment plan is a 7 year build programme which is due 
to be completed by the end of 2026. This remains unchanged.

The Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact on the delivery of the fibre network resulting in 
delays on delivery of aspects of the programme. Impacts include challenges with mobilisation 
of key contractors with restrictions on operations, supply chain and logistic delays both nation-
ally and internationally, as well as the recruitment of key personnel as NBI and its contractors 
scale up, including challenges associated with on-boarding and training people. The extent of 
this impact is currently being assessed and NBI has committed to put in place measures to miti-
gate the impact as far as possible. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has also highlighted the importance of good reliable broadband to 
ensure that citizens across Ireland can avail of remote working, education and other essential 
online facilities. The Programme for Government commits to seek to accelerate the roll out of 
the National Broadband Plan. In this regard, my Department continues to engage with NBI to 
explore the feasibility of accelerating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bring-
ing forward premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an 
earlier date.

24/03/2021WRK05800Cybersecurity Policy

24/03/2021WRK05900217. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the steps his Department is taking to improve and expand the cybersecurity remit 
across colleges and universities following an attempted cyberattack at a university (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14179/21]

24/03/2021WRK06000219. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if there is a dedicated business cybersecurity hub within the National Cyber Secu-
rity Centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14181/21]

24/03/2021WRK06100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 217 and 219 together.

The National Cyber Security Centre has a broad remit across the cyber security of Govern-
ment ICT and critical national infrastructure. The NCSC has a key role in monitoring and re-
sponding to cyber security incidents in the State, in managing and sharing intelligence relating 
to threats to network and information security in the State, including during incidents and to 
improving the resilience and preparedness of the State in cyber security terms, including Gov-
ernment, critical national infrastructure and business. 

The NCSC acts as a central contact point in the event of a government or nation-wide cyber 
security incident affecting the State, including the provision of advisory notices to over 160 
constituents, including entities in the business sector. The NCSC also provides expert advice 
and analysis on cyber security issues. The Centre has established relationships with cyber se-
curity firms based in Ireland for sharing threat intelligence, and has developed links with Cyber 
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Ireland to promote cyber security. 

In relation to engagement with third level institutions, the NCSC liaises directly with the 
HeaNet IT security team to highlight threats specific to the third level sector as the need arises. 
The NCSC also works directly with third level institutions when a specific threat is identified, 
in order to provide support and guidance to those organisations on a case-by-case basis.

24/03/2021WRK06200Cybersecurity Policy

24/03/2021WRK06300218. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the context and rationale for the Office of Government Procurement provision of 
IT security services (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14180/21]

24/03/2021WRK06400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department has no governance or oversight function in relation to contracts awarded by the 
Office of Government Procurement for the provision of IT security services, and I have no role 
or function in relation to the operation of the Office of Government Procurement. The functions 
of the Office of Government Procurement fall under the remit of the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform.

       Question No. 219 answered with Question No. 217.

24/03/2021WRL00300Fuel Sales

24/03/2021WRL00400220. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of on-the-spot fines issued for alleged offences relating to the market-
ing, sale and distribution of prohibited fuels in low-smoke zones; the number of fines that have 
been issued versus the number of fines that have been collected by county in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14196/21]

24/03/2021WRL00500225. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the details of fines issued for offences relating to the marketing, sale and distribution 
of prohibited fuels in low-smoke zones by county; the number of fines; the amounts fined; 
the number of fines collected in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14318/21]

24/03/2021WRL00600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 220 and 225 together.

Enforcement action against breaches of the Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribution 
and Burning of Specified Fuels) Regulations 2012 is a matter for Local Authorities and my 
Department does not compile statistics in relation to prosecutions taken or fines imposed. The 
Recommended Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspections data collated by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) does include the following detail with respect to Fixed Penalty 
Notices (FPNs) issued for breaches of the regulations for the years 2016 to 2019.  
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FPNs under S.I. 
326 of 2012

 Local Authority 2016 2017 2018 2019
Cork City 0 1 0 0
Cork County 1 0 0 0
Dublin City 1 0 0 0
Galway City 0 0 1 0
Kerry 1 0 4 0
Kilkenny 2 0 0 0
Limerick 1 2 0 3
Louth 2 0 0 0
Meath 0 0 0 1
Sligo 3 2 1 2
Waterford 0 0 2 0
Total 11 5 8 6

Further details with respect to how effectively Local Authorities are enforcing the provi-
sions of environmental  legislation, including the Air Pollution Act, are available from the se-
ries of Local Authority Environmental Performance Assessment  reports compiled by the EPA. 
These reports can be accessed at: https://www.epa.ie/enforcement/pa/performanceframework/.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to further strengthen enforcement 
of air quality legislation by developing a regional approach to air quality enforcement. A co-
ordinated approach is required given the links between burning of solid fuels and the health 
effects of air pollution, as well as the potential for market distortion for businesses properly 
adhering to the rules. Increased multi-agency inspections and enforcement, including the in-
creased use of fixed payment notices, are required, and my Department is fully committed to 
supporting Local Authorities in this regard.

24/03/2021WRL00700Fuel Poverty

24/03/2021WRL00800221. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his plans to put in place a comprehensive anti-fuel poverty strategy; the timeframe 
for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14215/21]

24/03/2021WRL00900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Overall, the Government envisages expenditure in excess of €700 million in 2021 on a number 
of measures to support households meeting the cost of energy. The Government’s Strategy to 
Combat Energy Poverty was published in 2016. The Strategy set out several actions to alleviate 
the burden of energy poverty on the most vulnerable in society. The focus of the strategy was 
on high impact actions which aimed to make a real difference to the lives of those in energy 
poverty.

Good progress has been made under the strategy including:

- Free upgrades were carried out in over 23,000 lower income homes under the main Sus-
tainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) energy poverty retrofit schemes;

- A consultation on energy efficiency in the rented sector has also been completed which has 
informed changes to energy efficiency grant schemes with further recommendations to follow 
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later this year;

- Funding for SEAI energy poverty retrofit schemes has increased dramatically over the 
period from €15 million in 2015 to over €109 million for 2021.

- The allocations for retrofit of social housing have also increased significantly with an al-
location of €65 million for 2021.

Income supports from the Department of Social Protection  to help households with the 
costs of heating their homes have also increased. The Minister for Social Protection provides 
an estimated €300 million in 2021 for a Fuel Allowance payment, of €28.00 per week for 28 
weeks, which is a total of €784 each year, from October to April, to an average of 372,000 low 
income households. In addition, the Minister for Social Protection also provides an electricity 
or gas allowance under the Household Benefits scheme at an estimated cost of €265 million in 
2021. This is paid at a rate of €35 per month, 12 months of the year. The Department of Social 
Protection also funds an exceptional needs payment, which can include support with fuel bills 
in some cases.

Research undertaken by the Economic and Social research Institute shows that the propor-
tion of households in or at risk of energy poverty has reduced from 28% in 2015 to 17.5% in 
2020.  The Survey on Income and Living Conditions also shows that the proportion of people 
who report that they are unable to afford to keep the home adequately warm, has fallen from 
9% in 2015 to 4.9% in 2019.

A review of the implementation of the Strategy to Combat Energy Poverty will be com-
pleted this year and this will inform the next steps.  Alleviating energy poverty will also be a key 
consideration for the National Retrofit Framework which will be published this year. Retrofit-
ting of homes supports good physical and mental health by creating healthy indoor living envi-
ronments with healthy air temperatures, humidity levels, noise levels, and improved air quality.

24/03/2021WRL01000Post Office Network

24/03/2021WRL01100222. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the engagements his Department had with An Post and a union (details supplied) 
regarding the offline services report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14233/21]

24/03/2021WRL01200223. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the expected timeframe for the announcement of actions following the examina-
tion of the feasibility of directing more State business to the post office network; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14234/21]

24/03/2021WRL01300238. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if community banking within the An Post office network will be supported; if 
he will ensure that the Minister for Social Protection will direct as much business as possible 
through the post office network (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14761/21]

24/03/2021WRL01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 222, 223 and 238 
together.

My officials and I have met with representatives of the Irish Postmasters Union (IPU) to dis-
cuss matters relating to the post office network in general including the Offline Services Report.
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An Post  has been proactive in taking steps in recent years to diversify its offering through:

- An expansion of financial services products with the launch of the An Post Money brand 
and introduction of an An Post Current Account, Credit Cards Loans and growing foreign ex-
change business.

- An expansion of e-commerce services, with particular focus on the SME market, available 
across the counter in the Post Offices to facilitate the growth in parcel business.

- Facilitating growth in existing retail lines – Gift Cards, Lottery, Billpay services, Money 
Transfer and

- The introduction of new green based initiatives such as the Green Hub home refurbish-
ment.

As part of its commercial strategy to increase banking services An Post recently announced 
a new partnership with Bank of Ireland to offer personal and SME withdrawal and lodgement 
services to Bank of Ireland customers across the An Post network of over 900 post offices na-
tionwide. This builds on the agency banking services An Post already provides for a number of 
other leading banks including AIB and Ulster Bank with more than 4.5 million transactions and 
a cash value of almost €1.5bn annually.

The Government believes An Post has untapped potential to do more and make a further 
significant contribution across many areas of public, business and community life in Ireland. In 
that regard, Government recently approved the Report on the Provision of Offline Government 
Services and the establishment of an Inter-Departmental Group, co-chaired by the Department 
of the Environment, Climate and Communications and the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform, to, inter alia, examine the feasibility of directing more Government business to the 
post office network. The Group will report back to Government by the end of July.

24/03/2021WRL01600North-South Interconnector

24/03/2021WRL01700224. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the North-South interconnector project; if he is satisfied the project 
follows international best practice; if an independent review will be carried out as part of the 
forthcoming review of the national development plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14295/21]

24/03/2021WRL01800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The North-South Interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the all-island 
single electricity market and increasing security of electricity supply in Ireland and Northern 
Ireland. It will also help Ireland to move towards our 70% renewable electricity target by 2030. 
A resilient and well-connected energy infrastructure is vital for Ireland’s economic well-being 
and the ability to respond to the future needs of energy consumers.

Government does not have any role in the delivery of electricity infrastructure on the 
ground. This is consistent with the 2012 Government Policy Statement on the Strategic Impor-
tance of Transmission and Other Energy Infrastructure which states: ‘The Government does not 
seek to direct EirGrid and ESB Networks or other energy infrastructure developers to particular 
sites or routes or technologies.’

The option of undergrounding the North-South Interconnector has been comprehensively 
assessed on several occasions.  Most recently and fully in line with the resolution of Dáil Éire-
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ann of 16 February 2017, my department commissioned an independent report incorporating 
international industry expertise to examine the technical feasibility and cost of undergrounding 
the north-south interconnector. The report from the International Expert Commission was pub-
lished in October 2018 and it found that an overhead line remains the most appropriate option 
for this piece of critical electricity infrastructure. I do not intend ordering a repeat of such a 
review.

EirGrid and ESB Networks, as our electricity system operators, always seek to work in 
close collaboration with landowners and stakeholders in the delivery of electricity infrastruc-
ture. Both companies are engaging with those living closest to the route of the interconnec-
tor. In that regard I note that EirGrid has already set in place a variety of engagements locally, 
including the appointment of community liaison officers and a mobile information unit active 
in the area. I expect such engagements to intensify in the coming months, subject to Covid-19 
public health guidelines.

  Question No. 225 answered with Question No. 220.

24/03/2021WRL02000Illegal Dumping

24/03/2021WRL02100226. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the actions being considered by his Department to tackle the spike in illegal dumping 
and littering; and if he will consider amending the Litter Pollution Act 1997 as amended by 
the Waste Management Act 2001 and the Protection of the Environment Act 2003 to include a 
name-and-shame approach which would allow local authorities to publicly name all offenders 
who have been successfully issued with dumping or littering fines. [14402/21]

24/03/2021WRL02200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department continues to work closely with both the EPA and the Waste Enforcement Re-
gional Lead Authorities (WERLAs) through the National Waste Enforcement Steering Com-
mittee to ensure that the legislation in place is robust and effective in assisting enforcement 
efforts. The Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy published in September 2020 contains 
a range of actions designed to enhance existing litter and waste enforcement activity. These 
include:

- an enhanced role for the WERLAs, 

- the development of an anti-dumping toolkit for use by local authorities, 

- the development of an illegal and unauthorised sites action plan to assist local authorities, 

- greater use of fixed penalty notices, 

- data-proofing of waste legislation to facilitate use of available and emerging technologies 
in a GDPR-compliant manner; 

- a new national communications and education programme

- a deposit and return scheme for plastic bottles and aluminium cans.

These will build on existing actions to combat littering and illegal dumping, such as the An-
ti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Awareness Grant Scheme and the Anti-Dumping Initiative. Last year 
€3m was allocated to local authorities in support of the Anti-Dumping Initiative. This funding 
supported over 300 projects nationwide during 2020, including a national anti-dumping aware-
ness communications campaign, “Your Country - Your Waste”, which I launched in November 
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2020.My Department also supports local authorities and Waste Enforcement Regional Lead 
Authorities through the annual Local Authority Waste Enforcement Measures Grant Scheme, 
which supports the recruitment and retention of over 150 local authority waste enforcement 
personnel.

In relation to the issue of “naming and shaming”, the Data Protection Commissioner indi-
cated to my Department in 2010 that actions taken by local authorities in publishing the names 
and addresses of persons fined as a result of littering or illegal dumping, whether by publication 
on their websites or by notices published in the local press and paid for by the local authority, 
were in breach of the principles of data protection. The issue was examined in some detail by 
officials in my Department at that time. Accordingly, I currently have no plans to introduce such 
an approach.

24/03/2021WRL02300Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRL02400227. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the details of the process through which his Department drafts and produces leg-
islation; if his Department outsources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the 
drafting has been outsourced since he took office; and the costs associated with the drafting of 
each Bill. [14418/21]

24/03/2021WRL02500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The process of preparing Government legislation is set out in the Cabinet Handbook at https://
assets.gov.ie/6813/2a580791a7b24decb97a550539a0faff.pdf.

The preparation of the General Scheme of Bills initiated within my Department is under-
taken by officials of the Department with legal advice provided by the Department’s Legal Unit 
or the Office of the Attorney General. The legal drafting itself, including on Bills progressed 
since I took office, is undertaken by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel.

24/03/2021WRL02600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRL02700228. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the reason the largest circulated newspapers that are delivered free to homes in areas 
(details supplied) are not receiving Government advertising in the form of Covid-19 public 
health advertising. [14457/21]

24/03/2021WRL02800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department has no role or function in relation to the placement of COVID 19 public health 
advertising in any newspaper. Specific public health advertising, and overall Government mes-
saging in this regard would primarily be a matter for the Department of Health and Government 
Information Services in the Department of Taoiseach.

24/03/2021WRL02900Environmental Policy

24/03/2021WRL03000229. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the work he has carried out since taking office to implement a green hydrogen strat-
egy; his views on whether enough attention and importance is being paid to this area in order 
to exploit its potential benefits; his work plan for the next three months in this regard; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14458/21]
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24/03/2021WRL03100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government sets out the need for research and development of hydrogen 
from renewable sources, known as ‘green hydrogen’, for use as a fuel for power generation, 
manufacturing, energy storage and transport.

In July 2020, the European Commission published a hydrogen strategy for a carbon-neutral 
Europe. Ireland welcomed the hydrogen strategy, including the need to support the deploy-
ment of green hydrogen in line with the Programme for Government. Ireland also supported 
the publication of the Council Conclusions on a hydrogen market for Europe in October 2020. 
In the development of these conclusions, Ireland strongly supported the need to focus on green 
hydrogen.

My Department is working with relevant Departments, agencies and stakeholders to inform 
Ireland’s future policies in relation to green hydrogen. The role of green hydrogen, and actions 
needed for its development, are being considered as part of the development of the next Climate 
Action Plan which is currently underway.

24/03/2021WRL03200Waste Management

24/03/2021WRL03300230. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the work undertaken by his Department to date in addressing the issue of additional 
waste charges being incurred by households for the disposal of medical incontinence wear; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14493/21]

24/03/2021WRL03400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I 
refer to the reply to Question [8998/21] of 17 February 2021. The position is unchanged.

24/03/2021WRL03500Energy Infrastructure

24/03/2021WRL03600231. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 1060 and 1061 of 7 September 2018, the 
conclusions of the report referred to in the reply; when the report was published; the further 
work completed on the subject; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14495/21]

24/03/2021WRL03700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The report referred to by the Deputy was completed in 2018 and I will publish it on my Depart-
ment’s website shortly.     

The report examined potential extensions to the gas network in Ireland. This work was 
undertaken in the context of the national climate and energy policies that were in place at that 
time. In the period since, there has been significant development of national policy. I would 
highlight, in particular, the Programme for Government commitments to an average 7% pre an-
num reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions from 2021 to 2030 (a 51% reduction over 
the decade) and to achieving net zero emissions by 2050. I would also note the commitment to 
electrification that includes the installation of 600,000 heat pumps by 2030.

In this context, I consider the 2018 report to be of limited, if any, relevance to current policy 
development. Furthermore, I can confirm that extending the natural gas network will not be 
included in the upcoming Climate Action Plan as a means of decarbonisation.
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24/03/2021WRL03800Recycling Policy

24/03/2021WRL03900232. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if the recycling waste electrical and electronic equipment regulations still apply 
during the current Covid-19 emergency period, in particular in the circumstance in which a 
household must purchase new electronic white goods and need the old ones removed by the 
vendor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14516/21]

24/03/2021WRL04000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The take-back arrangements for WEEE continue to operate throughout the current restric-
tions. Old or obsolete goods should be removed by retailers on the purchase of new replacement 
goods. The Extended Producer Responsibility schemes have worked to ensure that services 
have remained in place while working within the restrictions. They have engaged regularly 
with retail members and other key stakeholders whilst also maintaining collection services from 
Civic Amenity sites and from retailers who continue to provide online sales to customers.

24/03/2021WRL04100European Court of Human Rights

24/03/2021WRL04200233. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if he has responded to the legal proceedings brought by six young persons 
from Portugal against Ireland and 32 other countries in the European Court of Human Rights 
(details supplied); if he is supporting or contesting the case; if a response has not yet been filed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14535/21]

24/03/2021WRL04300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government has been formally notified by the European Court of Human Rights that Ire-
land is a party to the legal proceedings referred to. My Department is currently engaging with 
the Office of the Attorney General in relation to these proceedings, and the Department of For-
eign Affairs is acting as agent for the Government in this regard. The Government will consider 
the issues raised in the proceedings, which are complex, and will provide its observations on or 
before the deadline determined by the Court of 27 May 2021.

24/03/2021WRL04400National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRL04500234. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the roll-out schedule for bringing high-speed broadband to Arvagh, County Cavan 
and surrounding areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14547/21]

24/03/2021WRL04600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie, shows the areas 
which will be included in the National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led intervention as well 
as areas targeted by commercial operators. The map is colour coded and searchable by address 
and Eircode.

- Premises in the AMBER area will be provided with high speed broadband through the 
State led Intervention, the contract for which was signed in November last with National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI). 

- The BLUE area represents those areas where commercial providers are either currently 
delivering or have plans to deliver high speed broadband services. 
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There are 42,250 premises in County Cavan of which 26,008 (62%) are in the commercial 
area and 16,274 (38%) premises are within the NBP Intervention Area. I am advised that prem-
ises in Arvagh are located in both Blue and Amber areas. 

The activities of commercial operators delivering high speed broadband within BLUE areas 
are not planned or funded by the State and my Department has no statutory authority to inter-
vene in that regard.

In terms of the NBP State led intervention, NBI has advised that as of 17 March, 3,738 of Am-
ber premises in County Cavan have been surveyed. Surveys have been completed or are ongo-
ing in the areas of Ballinagh, Corlurgan, Araghan, Poles, Caughoo, Belturbet, Killashandra, 
Butler’s Bridge, Ballylennon, Redhills, Gannons Cross, Derryheelan, Castlesaunderson, Town-
parks, Foalies Bridge, Riverrun and Erne Hill. Main build works commenced outside Cavan 
town including Ballinagh, Corlurgan, Araghan, Poles and Caughoo. The first fibre to the home 
connections are successfully connected and in a test and trial phase in Cavan and in Carriga-
line, Co Cork. Technical testing and validation will be undertaken prior to a wider release of 
the areas. I am advised that almost 1,000 homes are passed and available for connection in both 
Counties Cork and Cavan. 

Further details are available on specific areas within Cavan through the NBI website which 
provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in be-
ing provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register 
with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and 
specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. I am advised 
that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on network 
build plans.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As 
of 17 March, 289 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service 
will be switched on through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural 
and Community Development for publicly accessible locations and the Department of Educa-
tion for schools. Gallonray House Gallonreagh Maudabawn, Kildallan Parish Hall,  Killenkere 
Leisure Centre, Castle Saunderson Scout Centre, Bunnoe Community Centre, Drumavaddy 
Community Centre, Templeport Community Centre, Cornafean Communty Centre (located 
within 6.4 kilometres of Arvagh), Mullahoran Community Centre and Glengevlin Community 
Hall  have now been installed with high speed publicly accessible broadband. The site at Cast-
lerahan Community Centre is installed and connected.

Laragh National School is planned as part of this initiative. My Department continues to 
work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, 
within the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an accel-
eration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan will see some 679 primary schools con-
nected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe 
of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

24/03/2021WRL04700National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRL04800235. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the options available to a household (details supplied) that is not included in 
the national broadband plan but in the blue area in which commercial providers are not provid-
ing an adequate service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14552/21]
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24/03/2021WRL04900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The premises referred to in the Question is located in the BLUE area on the NBP High Speed 
Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie.

BLUE areas are not included in the State intervention area covered by the National Broad-
band Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broadband or have indi-
cated future plans to do so. My Department defines high speed broadband as a connection with 
minimum speeds of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps upload. The activities of commercial opera-
tors delivering high speed broadband within BLUE areas are not planned or funded by the State 
and my Department has no statutory authority to intervene in that regard.  My Department has, 
however, looked into the issue raised in the Question and I am advised that the area where the 
premises is located has been identified for further analysis as the Next Generation Access de-
ployments planned by commercial providers in the area do not appear to have materialised.  My 
Department is aware of these issues and is actively engaging with all relevant parties in an effort 
to find a solution for these and other similar premises.

24/03/2021WRL05000Electricity Transmission Network

24/03/2021WRL05100236. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if additional investments have been made or planned since the formation of the 
Government to reinforce and develop the transmission network to facilitate the transfer of re-
newable energy from offshore wind turbines; and, if so, the regional breakdown of these invest-
ments. [14695/21]

24/03/2021WRL05200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Matters relating to the cost of grid investment and projects funded are operational matters for 
EirGrid and the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU). EirGrid is the transmission sys-
tem operator and its responsibilities include the appropriate development of the grid and power 
system to achieve our energy policy objectives and underpin economic development. The CRU 
is the independent energy regulator and, through a formal price review process, it decides on 
appropriate spend by EirGrid on a five-year basis.

The recent price review decision by the CRU on the allowable spend on our electricity grid 
over the next five years signalled a significant and necessary increase in funds for grid enhance-
ment. EirGrid already seeks to optimise the existing electricity grid to minimise the need for 
new infrastructure through upgrades, refurbishment or up-voltaging of existing infrastructure, 
where possible. However, in light of the Government’s ambition to have 70% renewable elec-
tricity on the power system by 2030, and with demand profiles increasing as we continue to 
electrify more sectors of our economy, further investment in the power grid is required over the 
coming decade.

The Programme for Government includes the target of increased installed capacity of off-
shore wind generation in Ireland to 5 GW by the end of the decade. To facilitate future integra-
tion of the 5 GW of offshore wind generation, officials in my Department have been develop-
ing a framework for Ireland’s future offshore electricity transmission system. This framework 
will include provisions for the planning, development, and operation of the offshore grid. In 
addition, the CRU has directed EirGrid to undertake a study examining the options, includ-
ing required network reinforcement, for connection of offshore projects that are successful in 
Ireland’s first dedicated offshore renewable energy auction, which is expected to take place in 
late 2021 or early 2022.
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24/03/2021WRL05300National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRL05400237. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the number of homes that will have broadband installed under the national broadband 
plan by county; the percentage of these homes that have been surveyed to date; the percentage 
of these homes in which broadband has been installed under the plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14715/21]

24/03/2021WRL05500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband net-
work within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 546,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 
The deployment plan forecasts construction commenced in all counties within the first 2 years 
and over 90% of premises in the State having access to high speed broadband within the next 
four years.

Despite the challenges presented by the Covid-19 pandemic throughout 2020 and which 
are continuing into this year, NBI has made steady progress on delivery of the new high speed 
fibre broadband network under the National Broadband Plan. I am advised by NBI that, as of 17 
March 2021, nearly 194,000 premises across 26 counties have been surveyed.

A breakdown of the premises in the intervention area by county and surveys undertaken to 
date is set out in the table below. 

COUNTY number of premises 
in the IA

surveys completed % surveys com-
pleted

% surveys under-
way or planned

Carlow 8,190 7,772 95% 5%
Cavan 16,274 3,738 23% 77%
Clare 22,719 3,556 16% 84%
Cork 79,663 22,602 28% 72%
Donegal 32,483 6,389 20% 80%
Dublin 13,677 2,437 18% 82%
Galway 38,887 14,914 38% 62%
Kerry 26,988 16,382 61% 39%
Kildare 14,085 2,818 20% 80%
Kilkenny 18,416 5,951 32% 68%
Laois 12,562 7,934 63% 37%
Leitrim 11,614 3,576 31% 69%
Limerick 21,293 8,583 40% 60%
Longford 8,712 3,294 38% 62%
Louth 8,423 7,850 93% 7%
Mayo 36,614 7,888 22% 78%
Meath 19,824 4,455 22% 78%
Monaghan 15,332 8,863 58% 42%
Offaly 12,216 1,275 10% 90%
Roscommon 19,185 3,591 19% 81%
Sligo 14,875 3,959 27% 73%
Tipperary 29,810 8,643 29% 71%
Waterford 15,048 6,871 46% 54%
Westmeath 11,761 8,656 74% 26%
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COUNTY number of premises 
in the IA

surveys completed % surveys com-
pleted

% surveys under-
way or planned

Wexford 22,552 11,231 50% 50%
Wicklow 15,464 8,285 54% 46%
TOTAL 546,667 191,513 35% 65%

In relation to premises installed with high speed broadband under the NBP, the first fibre to 
the home connections are successfully connected and in a test and trial phase in Carrigaline, Co 
Cork and Cavan. I am advised that almost 1,000 homes are passed and available for connection 
in Counties Cork and Cavan. I understand build works are continuing across the country in 9 
Deployment Areas which cover some 34,000 premises. Pre build works are also underway in 
18 Deployment Areas that cover 64,000 premises.

  Question No. 238 answered with Question No. 222.

24/03/2021WRL05700Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRL05800239. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the five most recent significant capital projects in the major functional responsi-
bilities of his Department which have required his sanction; the time which elapsed between 
the initial submission of the proposal for consideration until the construction commenced; the 
significant elements making up this period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the 
planning process; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of 
contractors; and the way this duration compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the 
outset of the process. [14776/21]

24/03/2021WRL05900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The most significant capital infrastructure project in my Department is the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP). Key milestones for the NBP included:

- August 2012 - Proposed NBP intervention announced by Government

- July 2015 - Publication of draft NBP Intervention Strategy

- December 2015 - Commencement of the NBP procurement process

- May 2019 – Government approval of National Broadband Ireland (NBI) as Preferred Bid-
der

- November 2019 – State Aid approval of NBP intervention

- November 2019 – Following Government approval, NBP contract signed with NBI

- January 2020 – Mobilisation for construction commenced

- January 2021 – First homes connected

Development of the intervention strategy and the detail of the procurement process, together 
with the carrying out of the procurement process, took significantly longer than had been an-
ticipated at the outset. This was primarily as a result of the unique nature of the project and the 
complexity of managing a procurement in what was a very dynamic environment for the provi-
sion of telecommunications services.
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24/03/2021WRM00200National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRM00300240. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if adequate broadband options are available for a property (details supplied) to 
support working from home, homeschooling and third level study; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14789/21]

24/03/2021WRM00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan 
(NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be de-
ployed under the NBP State led intervention.

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot 
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high 
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is 
underway.  

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland that, as of 17 March 2021, nearly 194,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed. Surveys are complete or underway in Coun-
ty Donegal in the areas of Milford, Letterkenny, Ramelton, Termon, Ballymacool, Kilmacren-
nan, Mullaghfin and  Tommyscroft. Further details are available on specific areas within County 
Donegal through the NBI website which provides a facility for any premises within the inter-
vention area to register their interest in being provided with deployment updates through its 
website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this facility will receive regular updates on 
progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific updates related to their own premises as 
works commence. I am advised that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, with 
a rolling update on network build plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.
ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific queries.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 17 
March, 289 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be 
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department 
of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department of Edu-
cation for school BCPs. BCP’s are connected  at Ray Community Centre, Leghowney Com-
munity Centre, Dunree Military Museum, Cranford Coole Community Centre, the Gweedore 
Theatre (1.1 Kilometres from the premises mentioned in the Question) and Meenreagh Hostel. 
Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.

My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools 
with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of 
the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was an-
nounced in December which will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broad-
band by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Some 42 schools in 
Donegal will be connected by 2022. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://
nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

24/03/2021WRM00500Climate Change Policy

24/03/2021WRM00600241. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
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nications if he will give consideration to the formation of a youth climate corps similar to that 
which has recently been enacted by the US Government. [14893/21]

24/03/2021WRM00700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
There are a number of initiatives, programmes and activities already underway which support 
activation of young people at local, regional and national levels.

My Department is currently consulting in relation to the forthcoming Climate Action 
Plan under the National Dialogue on Climate Action (NDCA), and the consultation has a 
very strong citizen-focused component which can be accessed at: https://www.gov.ie/en/
consultation/5bd95-climate-conversation-climate-action-plan-2021/  Raising the voice of chil-
dren and young people has been central to the design of this consultation, including facilitating 
online input from individuals over 16 years of age and youth groups in relation to key climate 
issues; local level conversations via Comhairle na nÓg to enable climate awareness, engage-
ment and activation at local level; and a series of in-depth youth conversations which will en-
courage creative input and garner deeper feedback.

My Department is collaborating with the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth on the development of a Youth Climate Council as part of a new engagement 
model, which will draw together various stakeholders and support the generation of ideas, with 
an emphasis on their translation into appropriate cost-effective actions. The Council will be 
designed in collaboration with a youth advisory group to ensure the model is relevant and effec-
tive in how it engages with young people. Feedback from the public consultation will be used 
to design a set of priorities which will feed into topics for discussion. 

In addition, the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth launched 
a Youth Climate Justice Fund in 2020 to encourage youth-led action at community, regional and 
national level and to help build and leverage youth sector capacity to support such activities.  
Since the launch of the Fund, young people, youth workers and volunteers have innovated and 
collaborated to advance a range of initiatives within the areas of network-building and com-
munications, research, awareness raising, influencing policy-makers, and introducing practical 
climate justice changes within their communities.

24/03/2021WRM00800National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRM00900242. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the timeframe for areas that have been surveyed for the national broadband plan 
to be connected to fibre broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14903/21]

24/03/2021WRM01000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband net-
work within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 
The deployment plan forecasts construction commenced in all counties within the first 2 years 
and over 90% of premises in the State having access to high speed broadband within the next 
four years.

Design work is complete or ongoing under the National Broadband Plan in target town-
lands across every county in Ireland with nearly 194,000 premises surveyed as of 17 March 
2021. Surveying is the first step towards delivering the new fibre network and involves physi-
cally walking the routes and documenting images, notes and measurements of the poles, cables 
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and underground ducts in each area. This informs design solutions for provision of the fibre 
network to each and every premises in the surveyed area and leads to detailed designs. The 
detailed designs are then used to initiate the ‘make ready’ project with Open eir for the area, 
where Open eir ensure any poles and ducts being reused are fit for purpose and the make ready 
of other required infrastructure. This step also informs decisions on equipment ordering. Sur-
vey data is also needed to initiate pre-works which pave the way for the deploying of fibre. 
Pre-works involve construction of new duct routes, erection of poles, building chambers, and 
tree trimming. On completion of these pre-works, the main construction works can commence. 
This involves deploying fibre overhead on poles and in underground ducts, splicing of fibre, 
and unblocking of ducts. Once the main construction works are completed and the appropriate 
level of testing has been undertaken, the fibre network can be commissioned and end users can 
order their connection.   I am advised that the build cycle can take up to 15 months on average.

The first fibre to the home connections have been made in Carrigaline, Co Cork and in 
Cavan. Technical testing and validation continues prior to a wider release of the area. Since 25 
January 2021 retailers are able to resell the service and householders in these areas can order 
high speed broadband provided via the NBI network

Further details are available on specific areas through the NBI website which provides a 
facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided 
with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this 
facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific 
updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. I am aware that con-
cerns have been raised regarding the level of information available on the deployment of the 
NBI network and I am advised that NBI are working to provide greater functionality and more 
detail on their website with a rolling update of network build plans. NBI also has a dedicated 
email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific queries.

24/03/2021WRM01100Postal Codes

24/03/2021WRM01200243. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if consideration will be given to reviewing the current Eircode acquirement process, 
by which a new build premises cannot obtain a connection to fibre broadband until it has an 
Eircode for the premises and the procurement of same can often take a number of months 
given the system is updated quarterly per annum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14922/21]

24/03/2021WRM01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as 
Eircode, was awarded a 10 year contract in December 2013 to develop, implement, maintain 
and promote the National Postcode System “Eircode”.

Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and verified 
geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as changes to 
existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these buildings.  
An Post GeoDirectory, a subsidiary company of An Post and Ordnance Survey Ireland, issue 
a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a quarterly basis to Eircode in accordance 
with their licence agreement. 

Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on the free to use Eircode Finder 
website, a notification letter is issued to the property occupant containing the Eircode of that 
address and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licenced businesses for their use. Eir-
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code have informed my Department that over 139,000 property addresses have been assigned 
an Eircode since the launch in 2015.

Once the Eircode database is updated on a quarterly basis it is then a matter for individual 
Eircode database providers to release updates to commercial businesses in accordance with the 
terms of their licence agreements.

Early assignment of Eircodes is contingent on An Post facilitating the increased frequency 
of new and changed addresses from quarterly to monthly to Eircode through their subsidiary An 
Post GeoDirectory. My officials are working with An Post, Ordnance Survey Ireland, An Post 
GeoDirectory and Eircode to expedite the process of assigning Eircodes for new properties with 
postal addresses and geo-locations.

24/03/2021WRM01400Warmer Homes Scheme

24/03/2021WRM01500244. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the number of SEAI warmer homes grants that were approved in 2019, by 
county; the waiting time in 2019 for a surveyor to be allocated; the subsequent waiting time for 
work to commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15008/21]

24/03/2021WRM01600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures free 
of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty. To date, over 143,000 homes 
have received free upgrades under the scheme. There are currently over 8,000 homes on the 
scheme work programme. This includes homes that: are currently undergoing works; have been 
allocated to contractors for works; completed an initial home survey and are awaiting allocation 
to a contractor or are awaiting an initial survey.

3,142 homes were completed under the scheme in 2019, with the majority of these relating 
to applications made in 2018. The average time from application date to a surveyor to be al-
located over this period was 4 months and the average time from surveyor allocated to works 
allocated was 2 months. The average value of works carried out in 2019 was €12,000. In com-
parison to 2020 a greater proportion of homes were receiving shallower works in 2019, which 
contributed to the shorter application cycle time and lower average cost. 

Funding for the SEAI energy poverty retrofit schemes has increased to over €109 million in 
2021 - an increase of €47 million on last year. In addition, delivery capacity has increased due 
to a new, broader contractor panel that commenced at the end of 2020. I  have also secured ad-
ditional resources this year to expand the capacity of the SEAI to deliver the scheme. 

The table below sets out the number of applications approved and completed homes per 
county in 2019.

2019 Warmer Homes Scheme work programme

County Applications approved Homes completed*
Carlow 58 67
Cavan 85 44
Clare 90 68
Cork 575 223
Donegal 307 162
Dublin 1605 651
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County Applications approved Homes completed*
Galway 289 172
Kerry 183 84
Kildare 193 103
Kilkenny 64 59
Laois 69 63
Leitrim 93 41
Limerick 170 121
Longford 67 37
Louth 129 115
Mayo 258 196
Meath 195 90
Monaghan 63 42
Offaly 102 51
Roscommon 113 56
Sligo 104 59
Tipperary 165 85
Waterford 156 179
Westmeath 129 78
Wexford 245 178
Wicklow 175 118
Total 5682 3,142 
*The majority of homes completed in 2019 were from applications made in 2018.

24/03/2021WRM01700Warmer Homes Scheme

24/03/2021WRM01800245. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if he has engaged with the SEAI on the current backlog of applications for the 
SEAI warmer homes grant; his plans to address same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15009/21]

24/03/2021WRM01900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures free 
of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty. To date, the Government 
has provided funding for free upgrades to over 142,000 homes under the scheme and in 2020 
the average value of the energy efficiency measures provided per household was over €14,800. 
There are currently over 7,800 homes on the scheme work programme. This includes homes 
that: are currently undergoing works; have been allocated to contractors for works; completed 
an initial home survey and are awaiting allocation to a contractor or are awaiting initial survey. 
SEAI data indicates that for homes completed in 2020, the average time from application to 
completion was approximately 18 months. The scheme operates nationally on a first come first 
served basis and the wait times have been impacted by COVID-19 restrictions.

My Department regularly engages with the SEAI in relation to the operation of the Scheme. 
Funding for the SEAI energy poverty retrofit schemes has increased to over €109 million in 
2021 – an increase of €47 million on last year. In addition, delivery capacity has increased due 
to a new, broader contractor panel that commenced at the end of 2020. I have also secured ad-
ditional resources this year to expand the capacity of the SEAI to deliver the scheme.
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24/03/2021WRM02000Climate Change Policy

24/03/2021WRM02100246. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he has contacted or plans to contact the UK authorities to raise concerns about 
the commissioning of a new coalmine in Cumbria in view of the UK’s leadership role at COP26 
in Glasgow and the recent call by the UN Secretary General on all states to decommission all 
proposed coal plants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15112/21]

24/03/2021WRM02200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Ireland is committed to concerted global effort to address the climate challenge and engages 
in negotiations under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC) and Paris Agreement through its membership of the European Union (EU). Ireland, 
together with its EU partners, is currently preparing for the 26th Conference of the Parties of the 
UNFCCC (COP26) in Glasgow, United Kingdom, from 1 to 12 November 2021.

While the Paris Agreement is delivering on raising global climate ambition, it is acknowl-
edged that further effort is required. I therefore welcome the recent call made by the UN Secre-
tary General for all States to decommission proposed coal plants.   

Ireland’s Climate Action Plan sets out that the burning of coal at Ireland’s only coal-fired 
power station in Moneypoint will cease not later than 2025.  A significant expansion in the 
amount of renewables on our power grid will also support our ambition to further decarbonise 
power generation in order to achieve a target of 70% of electricity generated from renewable 
sources by 2030. Ireland is also a member of the Powering Past Coal Alliance, a coalition 
of governments, businesses and organisations working together to advance and accelerate the 
transition from coal to clean energy, which is committed to mobilising further action towards 
this objective in the coming months ahead of COP26. 

A positive outcome at COP26 is critical to secure accelerated action to avoid irreversible cli-
mate change. As COP Presidency, the UK will have a key role in bringing forward this agenda.

24/03/2021WRM02300Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRM02400247. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the number of vehicles owned or leased and operated by his Department and agencies 
and semi-State companies under his remit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE 
vehicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15118/21]

24/03/2021WRM02500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Geological Survey of Ireland, a division of my Department, operates 35 vehicles to sup-
port fieldwork and operations. The vehicles in the fleet on average are 4 years old. Most are 
small vans, but the fleet also includes two drilling rigs, two trucks, four pick-up trucks, two 
4WD SUVs and two cars. The fleet includes an electric Hyundai Kona acquired in 2019 and the 
policy is to purchase hybrid or electric vehicles where suitable options exist and as replacement 
arises.

The information requested in relation to the bodies under the aegis of my Department is 
an operational matter for each body. The Department will request the relevant bodies to reply 
directly to the Deputy with the information requested in respect of their organisations.
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24/03/2021WRM02600National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRM02700248. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the options available to a household (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15226/21]

24/03/2021WRM02800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan 
(NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be de-
ployed under the NBP State led intervention.

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot 
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high 
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is 
underway.  

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland that, as of 17 March 2021, nearly 194,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed. Surveys are complete or underway in Coun-
ty Cork in Midelton, Cullen, Templebreedy, Carrigaline, Ballyfoyle, Douglas, Ballyphehane, 
Glasheen, Mahon, Kilpatrick, Ballydesmond, Kiskeam, Umeraboy, Knocknagree, Rineen, Cul-
len, Coolinarna, Millstreet, Hollymount and Caherbarnagh. Main build works are ongoing in 
Carrigaline, Fountainstown, Ballinhassig, Monkstown and Upper Rochestown, with pre-build 
works underway in Midleton.  I understand that build works have commenced in the area where 
the premises referred to in the Question is located and NBI anticipates that high speed broad-
band will be available between November 2021 and January 2022. 

Further details are available on specific areas within County Cork through the NBI website 
which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest 
in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who 
register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the 
network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am advised 
that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on network build 
plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas 
members for specific queries.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 17 
March, 289 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be 
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department of 
Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department of Educa-
tion for school BCPs. BCP’s are connected  at Ballindangan Community Centre, Aghabullogue 
Community Centre, Castletownkenneigh Community Centre, Lissavard Community Centre, 
Whitechurch Community Centre and  T.O. Park Labbamollaga. Further details can be found at 
https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Clogagh and Ballycroneen National School are planned as part of this initiative. My Depart-
ment continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high 
speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this 
regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was announced in Decem-
ber which will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well 
ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI 
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website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

24/03/2021WRM02900Environmental Policy

24/03/2021WRM03000249. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the assistance available to primary schools under the green agenda initiative; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15247/21]

24/03/2021WRM03100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department supports a number of initiatives aimed at strengthening the role of primary 
schools in sustainable development.

The An Taisce Green Schools initiative (www.greenschoolsireland.org) is a whole-school 
programme and award scheme comprising seven steps and which takes a thematic approach to 
environmental education.  Key themes include Litter and Waste, Energy,  Water, Travel, and 
Biodiversity.  Currently, approximately 4,000 primary, secondary and special schools in Ireland 
are participating in the programme.  Schools are supported by Green Schools and Local Author-
ity staff, who actively engage with schools to support implementation of the seven steps. There 
are extensive information resources  available, including teacher and student training seminars 
and workshops, all of which have moved online during on-going COVID-19 restrictions. The 
programme allows for national and international best practice exchange, learning opportuni-
ties and conferences, as well as Green Schools awards and specialist training and ambassador 
programmes.  It is supported by a number of Government Departments, Agencies and corporate 
funders, including funding of €145,000 in 2020 from my own Department.

To focus on the important issue of Climate Change, my Department supported the devel-
opment of the National Climate Change Action and Awareness Programme (NCCAAP) and 
provided funding of €222,000 towards this programme in 2020.  This school based Programme 
is delivered by An Taisce to raise awareness of climate change among young people.  Key ele-
ments of the NCCAAP include teacher training courses, the development of teacher resources, 
engagement events, and an annual schools Climate Action week.

An Taisce Green-Schools also deliver the SEAI’s Schools Energy Workshop programme.  
These workshops are directly linked to the curricula and are a great way to inform and involve 
pupils and teachers in ways to save energy and help schools to achieve the Energy Green Flag 
award.  Workshops are delivered free of charge and involve inquiry based learning through ex-
periments, videos, games and talks.  There are specific workshops for primary teachers.

24/03/2021WRM03200National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRM03300250. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of premises that have been connected to the national broadband high-
speed fibre network by county and month in 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15382/21]

24/03/2021WRM03400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband net-
work within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 
The deployment plan forecasts construction commenced in all counties within the first 2 years 
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and over 90% of premises in the State having access to high speed broadband within the next 
four years.

Despite the challenges presented by the Covid-19 pandemic, NBI has made steady prog-
ress on delivery of the new high speed fibre broadband network under the NBP.  I am advised 
by NBI that, as of 17 March 2021, nearly 194,000 premises across 26 counties have been 
surveyed. Surveying is the first step towards delivering the new fibre network and involves 
physically walking the routes and documenting images, notes and measurements of the poles, 
cables and underground ducts in each area. This informs design solutions for provision of the 
fibre network to each and every premises in the surveyed area and leads to detailed designs. The 
detailed designs are then used to initiate the ‘make ready’ project with Open eir for the area, 
where Open eir ensure any poles and ducts being reused are fit for purpose and the make ready 
of other required infrastructure. This step also informs decisions on equipment ordering. Sur-
vey data is also needed to initiate pre-works which pave the way for the deploying of fibre. 
Pre-works involve construction of new duct routes, erection of poles, building chambers, and 
tree trimming. On completion of these pre-works, the main construction works can commence. 
This involves deploying fibre overhead on poles and in underground ducts, splicing of fibre, 
and unblocking of ducts. Once the main construction works are completed and the appropriate 
level of testing has been undertaken, the fibre network can be commissioned and end users can 
order their connection.

The first fibre to the home connections are successfully connected and in a test and trial 
phase in Carrigaline, Co Cork and Cavan. Technical testing and validation will be undertaken 
prior to a wider release of the areas. I am advised that almost 1,000 homes are passed and avail-
able for connection in both Counties Cork and Cavan. I understand build works are continu-
ing across the country in 9 Deployment Areas which cover some 34,000 premises. Pre build 
works are also underway in 18 Deployment Areas that cover 64,000 premises.

24/03/2021WRM03500Energy Policy

24/03/2021WRM03600251. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the concrete measures he plans to take to actively oppose proposals for floating LNG 
terminals in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15402/21]

24/03/2021WRM03700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government sets out that as Ireland moves towards carbon neutrality, it 
does not make sense to develop LNG projects importing fracked gas. It further commits to 
ensuring the Shannon LNG project is not included in the EU Projects of Common Interest list 
in 2021.

I have previously confirmed that if any LNG project were to apply for inclusion on the 2021 
list of EU Projects of Common Interest, Ireland would not provide the required Member State 
approval and accordingly such a project would not be included on the list. I would note that no 
LNG projects in Ireland have applied for inclusion on the 2021 list. Furthermore, the European 
Commission has proposed an update to the relevant regulation, which Ireland has supported, 
that will ensure no LNG projects would be eligible to be Projects of Common Interest in future. 

The Programme for Government also sets out that the Government does not support the 
importation of fracked gas and commits to developing a policy statement to establish that ap-
proach. My Department is in the process of developing the policy statement, which includes the 
consideration of any necessary legal and regulatory provisions. This includes detailed examina-
tion of the European energy and environmental frameworks, in which our national laws operate, 
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to ensure the policy statement will be legally robust. Once finalised, I intend to bring the policy 
statement to Government for approval. 

In addition, my Department is carrying out a review of the security of energy supply of Ire-
land’s electricity and natural gas systems which is focusing on the period to 2030 in the context 
of ensuring a sustainable pathway to 2050. The review will include a detailed technical analysis 
and a public consultation. The outcome of this review, which will be subject to Government 
approval, will consider if it would be appropriate, or not, to develop LNG terminals in Ireland 
and, if any such terminals were to be developed, if they should only be in order to provide an 
emergency backup to existing supply infrastructure.

Pending the outcome of this review, it is my position as Minister that it would not be ap-
propriate for the development of any LNG terminals in Ireland to be permitted or proceeded 
with. My Department has made, and will continue to make, this position clear to developers 
of potential LNG projects that contact my Department and in response to any consultations with 
my Department that are required as part of planning and permitting processes.

24/03/2021WRM03800Climate Change Negotiations

24/03/2021WRM03900252. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the preparations made with respect to taking part in the 26th annual session of the 
Conference of the Parties to be held in Glasgow in November 2021; the size and composition 
of the Irish delegation that will attend; the ways in which interested members of the public can 
attend and be involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15448/21]

24/03/2021WRM04000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Ireland is committed to concerted global action to address the climate challenge and engages 
in negotiations under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC) and the Paris Agreement through its membership of the European Union (EU). Ireland, 
together with its EU partners, is currently preparing for the 26th Conference of the Parties of the 
UNFCCC (COP26) in Glasgow, United Kingdom, which takes place from 1 to 12 November 
2021.

The EU and its Member States support further climate ambition from all Parties to the 
Paris Agreement.  A positive outcome at COP26 is critical to secure accelerated reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions to avoid irreversible climate change.  Ireland, together with its EU 
partners, is committed to engaging in a productive and transparent process with other countries 
over the coming months in order to facilitate progress on the work required to fully prepare for 
COP26.  This work must also uphold the principles of inclusivity and transparency for party, 
as well as for non-party, participants. Ireland will champion such an approach in our ongoing 
engagement with the United Kingdom in its role as COP26 Presidency.

Given ongoing travel and other restrictions associated with the Covid19 pandemic, it is 
premature for me to provide any indications of the size and composition of the Irish delegation 
for the COP.

24/03/2021WRM04100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRM04200253. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the interactions he has with the Commissioner for Energy Regulation; if the chal-
lenges caused by Covid-19 have been discussed in these engagements; and if the particular point 
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of fixed energy charges for businesses that have been closed has been discussed. [15473/21]

24/03/2021WRM04300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Responsibility for the regulation of the electricity market is a matter for the Commission for 
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) which is the independent regulator. The CRU was assigned re-
sponsibility for the regulation of the Irish electricity sector following the enactment of the Elec-
tricity Regulation Act, 1999 and subsequent legislation.

In May 2020 CRU introduced the Temporary Supply Suspension Scheme for certain 
small and medium size business customers impacted by Covid 19 restrictions to apply to 
have their fixed network charges suspended, with details at https://www.cru.ie/wp-content/
uploads/2020/05/CRU20054-Decision-Paper-on-Temporary-Covid-19-Supply-Suspension-
Scheme-003.pdf. The scheme ran from the 1st of May until the 31st of July. Section 35(2) of 
the Electricity Regulation Act 1999 specifically provides that CRU may give directions to the 
System operator in relation to those specific charges.

Accordingly, the matter of any schemes for the deferral of SME energy and network charges 
in the Covid context is for the CRU in the performance of its functions as the independent 
regulator under the regulatory framework. EU Member States must guarantee the independence 
of their respective energy regulators, which are expressly forbidden from taking direct instruc-
tions from a government, or any public body, when performing their regulatory functions.  The 
CRU is, under statute, accountable for the performance of its functions to a Committee of the 
Oireachtas. It provides a dedicated email address for Oireachtas members, oireachtas@cru.ie, 
which enables them raise questions on electricity and gas regulatory matters such that raised in 
the question, with CRU, for timely direct reply.

As Minister I meet on an ongoing basis with a range of energy stakeholders. As part of those 
engagements, in September last, I met with senior management of CRU to discuss a range of 
issues relevant to my portfolio. There are also regylar engagements between my officials and 
the CRU.

24/03/2021WRM04400Energy Policy

24/03/2021WRM04500254. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if an interdepartmental group has been established within his Department to ex-
amine energy security issues in Ireland; if so, the membership, terms of reference and reporting 
timeline for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15492/21]

24/03/2021WRM04600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department works closely with the Commission for Regulation of Utilities, the electricity 
transmission system operator, EirGrid, the electricity distribution system operator, ESB Net-
works and the natural gas transmission and distribution system operator, Gas Networks Ireland 
to ensure continued secure supplies of electricity and natural gas.

In addition, my Department is carrying out a review of the security of energy supply of 
Ireland’s electricity and natural gas systems which is focusing on the period to 2030 in the 
context of ensuring a sustainable pathway to 2050. The review will include a detailed technical 
analysis and a public consultation. The review will inform future policy in relation to natural 
gas supplies, gas storage, electricity interconnection, emergency reserves and other measures 
that would enhance our security of supply. This will be done in the context of the doubling of 
the electricity generated from renewable sources to 70% of Ireland’s final consumption and the 
achievement of net zero emissions by 2050.
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24/03/2021WRM04700Wind Energy Guidelines

24/03/2021WRM04800255. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if his attention has been drawn to the concerns among Irish fishing commu-
nities at the growing number of planning applications and expressions of interest for offshore 
wind farms; his views on the calls for adequate distances from the shoreline for wind turbines 
to be introduced and the minimalisation of loss of access to fishing grounds for those fishing 
communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15497/21]

24/03/2021WRM04900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department is working closely with the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage on the development of the Maritime Area Planning Bill, which will provide a modern, 
up-to-date regulatory and marine planning framework for offshore renewable energy develop-
ments. The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage is also in the process of 
finalising Ireland’s first marine spatial plan, the National Marine Planning Framework. The 
Department has been guided by a Marine Spatial Planning Advisory Group throughout this pro-
cess made up of a large number of stakeholders representing social, economic and environment 
groups, including fisheries representatives, as well as relevant public sector organisations. The 
new regime under the Maritime Area Planning Bill and the National Marine Planning Frame-
work will ensure that there is public consultation throughout the various stages of offshore wind 
development, particularly the development consent stage.

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage will develop offshore wind 
statutory planning guidelines, which will inform decisions made by planning authorities con-
cerning developments in Ireland’s maritime area, and will aim to support best practice through-
out the planning process for offshore renewable energy developments. My Department will be 
a primary stakeholder in the development of the offshore guidelines.

As is the case with onshore energy developments supported by the Renewable Electricity 
Support Scheme (RESS), all offshore wind energy developments will be required to establish 
Community Benefit Funds prior to project operation. In order to ensure good governance and 
effective marine and coastal community involvement in the sustainable use of these funds, a 
Good Practice Principles Handbook will be published by the Minister or a nominated body.

Officials from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage and my Depart-
ment are actively examining further opportunities for engagement with the fisheries sector, 
having identified and recognised a need for effective engagement between the seafood and 
offshore renewable energy industries. We are currently evaluating a proposal for the establish-
ment of a seafood industry and offshore renewable energy working group, one of the primary 
goals of which will be to develop a communications protocol between these two industries. The 
intention with this is to increase levels of understanding and facilitate constructive engagement 
between both of these important sectors, in addition to considering relevant issues such as co-
existence opportunities, displacement considerations and safety at sea.

24/03/2021WRM05000National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRM05100256. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if the allocation of an Eircode postcode will be expedited to ensure broadband 
provision in the case of persons (details supplied). [15506/21]

24/03/2021WRM05200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, was awarded a 10 year contract 
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in December 2013 to develop, implement, maintain and promote the National Postcode System 
“Eircode”.

Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and verified 
geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as changes to 
existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these buildings.  
An Post GeoDirectory, a subsidiary company of An Post and Ordnance Survey Ireland, issue 
a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a quarterly basis to Eircode in accordance 
with their licence agreement. 

Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on the free to use Eircode Finder 
website, a notification letter is issued to the property occupant containing the Eircode of that 
address and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licenced businesses for their use. Eir-
code have informed my Department that over 139,000 property addresses have been assigned 
an Eircode since the launch in 2015.

Once the Eircode database is updated on a quarterly basis it is then a matter for individual 
Eircode database providers to release updates to commercial businesses in accordance with the 
terms of their licence agreements.

An Post have informed my officials that the individual’s address data is on their systems and 
this information should be issued from An Post GeoDirectory to Eircode in the next assignment. 
My officials have requested Eircode to contact and liaise directly with the individual in question 
regarding the assignment of an Eircode for this new property address.

Early assignment of Eircodes is contingent on An Post facilitating the increased frequency 
of new and changed addresses from quarterly to monthly to Eircode through their subsidiary An 
Post GeoDirectory. My officials are working with An Post, Ordnance Survey Ireland, An Post 
GeoDirectory and Eircode to expedite the process of assigning Eircodes for new properties with 
postal addresses and geo-locations.

24/03/2021WRM05300National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRM05400257. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications when a property (details supplied) will be able to avail of high-speed broadband. 
[15689/21]

24/03/2021WRM05500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan 
(NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be de-
ployed under the NBP State led intervention.

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot 
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high 
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is 
underway.  

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 17 March 2021, nearly 
194,000 premises across all counties have been surveyed. Surveys are complete or underway in 
County Westmeath in Mullingar, Sonna, Stonehall, Taghmon, Jamestown, Hopestown, and 
Athlone. Pre-works have commenced in the areas around Mullingar. I understand that build 
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works have commenced in the area where the premises referred to in the Question is located 
and NBI anticipates that high speed broadband will be available between October 2021 and 
December 2021.

Further details are available on specific areas within County Westmeath through the NBI 
website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their 
interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individu-
als who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on deliver-
ing the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am 
advised that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on 
network build plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used 
by Oireachtas members for specific queries.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 17 
March, 289 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will 
be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department 
of Education for school BCPs. BCP’s are installed at Streete Parish Park and Community Hall, 
Whitehall Community Centre, Milltown Emper Community Centre and Ballycomoyle GAA 
Club. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Scoil Náisiúnta Bhride is connected as part of this initiative. My Department continues to 
work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, 
within the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an accel-
eration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was announced in December which will 
see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the 
original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at 
https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

24/03/2021WRM05600National Oil Reserves Agency

24/03/2021WRM05700258. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the full-year additional yield generated from a 2 cent increase in the National Oil 
Reserves Agency levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15730/21]

24/03/2021WRM05800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
In 2020, the NORA levy of 2c per litre on most oil products placed on the market, yielded a 
levy income of approximately €120m. This income was reduced somewhat when compared 
to the 2019 income level of approximately €133m, caused by a decrease in petroleum product 
consumption due to Covid-19.

An increase in the rate of the levy from 2c to 4c, per litre of product placed on the market, 
would be expected to yield additional levy income in the region of €125-€130m per annum, 
depending on the level of petroleum product consumption in future years.

24/03/2021WRM05900National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRM06000259. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the progress made in extending broadband services to the home of a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15734/21]
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24/03/2021WRM06100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
As previously stated in my reply of 10 February to a Parliamentary Question on this matter, 
the premises referred to in the Question is located in the BLUE area on the NBP High Speed 
Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie.

BLUE areas are not included in the State intervention area covered by the National Broad-
band Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broadband or have indi-
cated future plans to do so. My Department defines high speed broadband as a connection with 
minimum speeds of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps upload. The activities of commercial opera-
tors delivering high speed broadband within BLUE areas are not planned or funded by the State 
and my Department has no statutory authority to intervene in that regard.

My Department has, however, raised a query regarding the premises in question with the 
service provider to get the current status for this location. The service provider has since re-
quested further information on the premises in order to investigate the matter fully and to as-
certain the broadband speeds available to the premises. My Department has recently contacted 
the Deputy in this regard.

24/03/2021WRM06200National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRM06300260. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if Ballyharney, Delvin, County Westmeath, is included in the recent announcement for 
areas receiving broadband by autumn 2021 (details supplied). [15742/21]

24/03/2021WRM06400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband net-
work within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 546,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools.

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot 
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high 
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is 
underway.  

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 17 March 2021, nearly 194,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed. There are 11,761 premises in the Interven-
tion area in County Westmeath of which 8,658 (74%) premises have been surveyed. Surveys 
are complete or underway in County Westmeath in Mullingar, Sonna, Stonehall, Taghmon, 
Jamestown, Hopestown, and Athlone. Pre-works have commenced in the areas around Mullin-
gar. Ballyhandy, Dysart, Co Westmeath is located in the NBP State led Intervention Area. I am 
advised that build works have commenced in the area and NBI anticipates that high speed 
broadband will be available between October 2021 to December 2021. Ballyharney, Devlin, Co 
Westmeath is also included the NBP State led Intervention Area. 

Further details are available on specific areas within County Westmeath through the NBI 
website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their 
interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individu-
als who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on deliver-
ing the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am 
advised that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on 
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network build plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used 
by Oireachtas members for specific queries.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 17 
March, 289 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will 
be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department 
of Education for school BCPs. BCP’s are installed at Streete Parish Park and Community Hall, 
Whitehall Community Centre, Milltown Emper Community Centre and Ballycomoyle GAA 
Club. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Scoil Náisiúnta Bhride is connected as part of this initiative. My Department continues to 
work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, 
within the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an accel-
eration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was announced in December which will 
see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the 
original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at 
https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

24/03/2021WRN00200Proposed Legislation

24/03/2021WRN00300261. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if the loophole under section 15 of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 
Act 2015 concerning the duties of certain bodies exempting the Government from the list of 
relevant bodies (details supplied) will be closed off in the Climate Action and Low Carbon De-
velopment (Amendment) Bill 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15770/21]

24/03/2021WRN00400262. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the progress of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15929/21]

24/03/2021WRN00500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 261 and 262 together.

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 2021, approved by 
Cabinet on 23 March, will establish a legally binding framework with clear targets and com-
mitments set in law, and provide that the necessary structures and processes are embedded on 
a statutory basis to ensure Ireland achieves its national, EU and international climate goals and 
obligations in the near and long term.

The Bill will enact a number of commitments set out in the Programme for Government, 
including providing that the first two carbon budgets should achieve a 51% reduction in green-
house gas emissions by 2030, and giving statutory effect to a commitment to achieve a climate 
neutral economy by not later than 2050. 

The Bill also introduces a number of new policy instruments, including a series of succes-
sive carbon budgets and sectoral targets, annual revisions to the Climate Action Plan, and a 
National Long Term Climate Action Strategy. The Bill establishes a clear relationship, and a 
requirement for consistency, between these policy instruments and the national climate objec-
tive.  Local authorities will also be required to produce individual Climate Action Plans. 

The Bill requires Ministers and the Government to perform their functions in a manner 
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consistent with, insofar as is practicable, the carbon budgets that are in effect. Ministers are also 
required to comply in a similar manner with adopted sectoral emissions ceilings and relevant 
plans and strategies.

Consistent with this approach, public bodies will have a general obligation, under section 
15 of the Bill, to perform their functions, in so far as practicable, in a manner consistent with 
the requirements of the various plans and strategies under the legislation, and furthering the 
achievement of the national climate objective. 

The Bill will have a transformative effect on our climate policy ambitions and implementa-
tion, and will compel Government, relevant sectors and public bodies to act. 

The Bill will shortly be commenced in the Dáil and I look forward to constructive engage-
ment to ensure its timely passage through both Houses of the Oireachtas.

24/03/2021WRN00700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRN00800263. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if guidance is in place for local authorities and waste operators with regard to the 
safe handling of disposable face coverings for prevention of spread of Covid-19, including those 
discarded improperly on the street; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15968/21]

24/03/2021WRN00900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
While I have no role in relation to workplace health and safety, in an effort to ensure that all 
household and commerciail waste collections continue during the Covid-19 pandemic my De-
partment established a Covid-19 High Level Waste Advisory Group consisting of key stake-
holders from industry, the local authority sector and regulatory bodies. This Group, in coop-
eration with all elements of the waste industry, has helped to ensure that there have been no 
interruptions to waste collection services to date while also ensuring that the latest advice from 
the Health Service Executive on handling waste, including discarded PPE, continues to be 
made available through mywaste.ie.

Guidance on workplace safety during the COVID-19 pandemic continues to be made avail-
able through the Health and Safety Authority.

24/03/2021WRN01000Rural Transport Services

24/03/2021WRN01100264. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if an issue will be ad-
dressed regarding shuttle buses (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14746/21]

24/03/2021WRN01200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister of Transport, I am committed 
to achieving substantial carbon abatement across Ireland’s society and economy, and to securing 
an efficient and low-emission transport system. The transport sector accounts for approximately 
20% of Ireland’s national green-house gas emissions, and transformational change is required if 
the sector is to reduce emissions in line with national and international commitments. 

Improving public transport is central to providing an alternative to private car travel in the 
country as a whole, not only to reduce traffic congestion and carbon emissions in towns and vil-
lages like Killarney, but also to enable the sector to cater for the increasing demands associated 
with growing population and employment in a greener and more environmentally sustainable 
way. Transitioning to a low-emission public and private transport fleet will also fulfil a strong 
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leadership and demonstration role—promoting alternative fuel use to wider society and famil-
iarising citizens and transport users with alternatively-fuelled vehicles. In addition to reducing 
carbon emissions, the transition of the national bus and coach fleet also offers benefits in terms 
of reduced noise and air pollutant emissions and associated health benefits, particularly in our 
towns and urban centres. 

I am also aware of the challenges that the necessary transition away from fossil fuels poses 
to the Irish road transport sector. To address this challenge, I am pleased to be able to tell you 
that I recently launched a new Alternatively-Fuelled Heavy Duty Vehicle (AFHDV) Purchase 
Grant Scheme to assist commercial road transport operators and companies across the State to 
transition to alternatively-fuelled vehicles. 

The AFHDV Grant supports the purchase of new, non-retrofitted large vans, trucks, buses 
and coaches with an unladen design gross weight of more than 3.5 tonnes. It is intended to help 
bridge the difference in purchase price between conventional heavy-duty vehicles (HDVs) and 
those powered by alternatively-fuelled power-trains that offer environmental benefits over stan-
dard diesel vehicle technologies. Grant amounts awarded to successful applicants are calculated 
as a percentage, ranging between 40% to 60% of the difference in price between diesel and 
alternatively-fuelled technologies, depending on the size of the company or enterprise applying 
for the Grant. Eligible battery electric vehicles such as buses and coaches are included under the 
Scheme, as are a range of other alternatively-fuelled heavy duty vehicles.

Further information on the Scheme, including how to apply, the vehicle categories and fuel 
types supported, the Scheme Rules and terms and conditions and information on the calculation 
of grant amounts is to be found on the website of Transport Infrastructure Ireland, link here: 
https://www.tii.ie/roads-tolling/tolling-information/afhdv-scheme/

24/03/2021WRN01300Road Improvement Schemes

24/03/2021WRN01400265. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if funding will be pro-
vided for repairs to a road (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15681/21]

24/03/2021WRN01500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the operation and upgrading of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject 
to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   In this context, 
TII is best placed to advise you on.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Question No. 266 answered with Question No. 108.

24/03/2021WRN01600Driver Test

24/03/2021WRN01700267. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if he will address a mat-
ter (details supplied) regarding driver theory tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13875/21]
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24/03/2021WRN01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
current public health emergency has had a profoundly disruptive effect on the driver learning 
and testing system in this country and my Department is very aware of the frustration experi-
enced by a large cohort of learner drivers. However, I will not be making any changes to the 
existing legislation in the learning to drive process. 

By law, before applying for a learner permit, candidates must complete and pass a driver 
theory test. It applies to anyone applying for a first learner permit in any vehicle category. This 
includes Category W work vehicles and land tractors. The theory test is designed to check 
knowledge of critical issues such as: rules of the road, risk perception, hazard awareness and 
good driving behaviour. Upon passing the theory test, an individual can then apply for a learner 
permit. 

Until a person has successfully completed their driver theory test and thereby demonstrated 
they have attained a sufficient level of road safety and motoring knowledge, they cannot com-
mence driving on our roads. Allowing individuals to bypass this vital step in the learning to 
drive process, regardless of the circumstances, will only put their and the safety of others at 
risk and risk further pressure on our health services. 

The RSA, together with its service provider, have put plans in place to significantly increase 
capacity within the service when it is allowed to re-open. This plan includes increasing capac-
ity from an average pre Covid19 capacity of 15,000 appointments up to 50,000 appointments 
per calendar month. This will help manage the backlog of customers and shorten waiting times. 

In addition to the increased capacity initiative, the RSA is working to deliver an online 
driver theory test service. The online service has been trialled on a pilot basis for those taking a 
theory test for trucks and buses and is now being evaluated with a view to extending the online 
service to all test types during 2021. However, scaling up operations to facilitate higher num-
bers will take time to achieve.

24/03/2021WRN01900Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRN02000268. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter 
regarding the online renewal of driver licences (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13969/21]

24/03/2021WRN02100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): To 
renew a driving licence, an applicant is required to present photographic ID, evidence of PPSN, 
evidence of address and evidence of residency entitlement. An applicant can present in person 
at a National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) office where the required documentation can be 
examined and a face to face verification can be made. 

When applying online, the same information is required and the challenge of verifying a 
person’s identity is more difficult than when someone presents in person at an NDLS office. A 
verified MyGovID account, which requires a Public Service Card (PSC), satisfies this require-
ment. A Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) is not an identity document.  

A further extension to the expiry dates of driving licences has been introduced in response to 
the continued disruption caused by Covid-19 to driver licensing services. The extension applies 
to different groups of licence holders including those who benefited from extensions in 2020, 
with extensions granted to at least 1 July 2021 and on into 2022. Details of the extensions can 
be found on the NDLS website www.ndls.ie.
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It should be noted that an Irish driving licence can only be issued, under the applicable EU 
legislation, to a person residing in Ireland.

24/03/2021WRN02200Airport Development Projects

24/03/2021WRN02300269. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Transport the state aid that has 
been granted to Knock Airport in the past ten years in tabular form; the EU state aid rules that 
are currently in place for airports such as Knock; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13973/21]

24/03/2021WRN02400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
Over the past ten years, Ireland West Airport has received more than €30m in capital and cur-
rent (operational) supports from the State.   The funding, which was  provided through a Re-
gional Airports Programme, in line with EU rules on State aid, breaks down as follows:  

SUPPORTS 2020 
€000s 

2019 
€000s 

2018 
€000s 

2017 
€000s 

2016 
€000s 

2015 
€000s 

2014
€000s 

2013 
€000s 

2012 
€000s 

2011 
€000s 

TOTAL
€000s 

CURRENT €1,354 €1,737 €1,917 €1,868 €968 €598 €549 €655 €590 €432 €10,666

CAPITAL €883 €7,746 €2,260 €1,331 €1,966 €565 €1,925 €2,013 €699 €233 €19,621

TOTAL €2,237 €9,483 €4,177 €3,199 €2,934 €1,163 €2,474 €2,668 €1,289 €665 €30,287

As the Deputy may be aware, a new Regional Airports Programme for the period 2021 to 
2025 was published on 4 February.  The Programme has been designed in line with the EU’s 
General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER).  Under the GBER, economic investment aid to 
airports is exempted from the normal EU notification and approval processes, subject to certain 
conditions.  For example, the State can provide investment aid of up to 75% to airports that 
handle less than 1 million annual passengers, like Ireland West.  Non-economic aid, such as fire 
services, air traffic control and security, is not subject to State aid rules.  Thresholds of support 
for non-economic projects and activities are determined at a national level.

In respect of 2021, my Department is currently reviewing this year’s applications for capital 
supports and I expect recommendations for funding to be submitted to me for consideration 
shortly.  Eligible airports will also be invited to apply for operational supports later in the year.   

In addition to funding under the Regional Airports Programme, in recognition of the very 
difficult circumstances being faced by airports and taking account of the recommendations of 
the Taskforce for Aviation Recovery, a supplementary support scheme has been developed to 
help address liquidity issues at airports as a result of Covid-19.  

As part of the scheme, which was announced on 24 February, an estimated budget of €6m 
is being made available to regional airports like Ireland West under section 3.1 and 3.12 of 
the ‘Temporary Framework for State Aid Measures to Support the Economy in the Current 
Covid-19 Outbreak’.  An invitation to apply for funding under this scheme is expected to issue 
shortly to all eligible airports, including Ireland West.

24/03/2021WRN02500Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRN02600270. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Transport the procedure for a person (de-
tails supplied) to change their driver licence. [13989/21]

24/03/2021WRN02700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
Driving licences issued by Member States of the EU are mutually recognised, and a driving 
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licence issued by another Member State can be exchanged for an Irish licence up to 10 years 
after the date of expiry of such a licence. As the UK is no longer a member of the EU, a UK 
driving licence is not recognised for driving in Ireland.

Following the departure of the UK from the EU, Ireland entered into an agreement for the 
exchange of driving licences with the UK. Under this agreement, a UK licence can only be 
excepted for exchange if it has not expired for more than one year.

24/03/2021WRN02800Road Traffic Accidents

24/03/2021WRN02900271. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the number of LA16 
forms completed and submitted in each of the years 2018 to 2020; the breakdown by local au-
thority, collision type and percentage of overall collisions; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14008/21]

24/03/2021WRN03000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the operation and management of individual national roads is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  In this context, 
TII is best placed to advise you.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRN03100Road Projects

24/03/2021WRN03200272. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Transport the amount allocated to-
wards the Oilgate to Rosslare Harbour N11/N25 roadway for 2021, 2022 and 2023; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14010/21]

24/03/2021WRN03300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the requirements of the 
Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII is best 
placed to advise on the current status and funding of this proposed project, pending also the 
Government’s proposed review of the NDP.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question, on this occasion, to TII for a direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRN03400Bus Services

24/03/2021WRN03500273. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport his views on whether im-
properly installed bus shelters acting as barriers to public transport should be addressed as a 
priority by the NTA. [14114/21]



Questions - Written Answers

154

24/03/2021WRN03600293. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of bus shelters in an 
area (details supplied). [14490/21]

24/03/2021WRN03700294. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of bus shelters in an 
area (details supplied). [14491/21]

24/03/2021WRN03800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 273, 293 
and 294 together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for 
the planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including the provision of bus 
stops and shelters. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

24/03/2021WRN03900Rural Transport Services

24/03/2021WRN04000274. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Transport the breakdown of the LocalL-
ink bus routes by county; the service provider for each route; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14121/21]

24/03/2021WRN04100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

It is the National Transport Authority (NTA) which has statutory responsibility for securing 
the provision of public passenger transport services nationally. The NTA also has national re-
sponsibility for integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Trans-
port Programme which operates under the Local Link brand.  

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

24/03/2021WRN04200Railway Maintenance Contracts

24/03/2021WRN04300275. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport if there is an alter-
native to Iarnród Éireann in carrying out ongoing maintenance works on the rail line in Dún 
Laoghaire in view of the effect of the noise on local residents (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14162/21]

24/03/2021WRN04400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The issue raised is 
a matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRN04500Covid-19 Pandemic
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24/03/2021WRN04600276. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if level 5 Covid-19 re-
strictions confer additional protections on consumers who had flights or foreign holidays pre-
booked but cannot travel due to the 5 km travel limit and the travel advisory against all but 
necessary international travel; the additional protections consumers are entitled to during this 
time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14219/21]

24/03/2021WRN04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
Consumer rights for overseas travel are protected under EU law, which of course applies in 
Ireland.  Air passenger rights are protected by Regulation (EC) No. 261/2004, which covers the 
rights of airline passengers in instances of flight cancellations.  It provides that where a flight is 
cancelled then the consumer must receive a refund within seven days.  The EU Package Travel 
Directive provides a separate suite of consumer protections for people who make bookings 
through a licenced travel agent or tour operator.  The customers of licenced travel agents and 
tour operators are entitled to refund within two weeks should they or their holiday provider 
cancel the booking.

If any individuals are unclear about their rights, the Commission for Aviation Regulation 
has a dedicated web site for consumers www.flightrights.ie.

24/03/2021WRN04800Driver Test

24/03/2021WRN04900277. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport if he will allow students 
on courses related to essential and front-line work sit driver theory tests in order to be able to 
attend their future college placements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14224/21]

24/03/2021WRN05000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Driver Theory Test has not been deemed by Government  to be an essential service under Co-
vid-19  level 5 restrictions, and as a result the service is closed while these restrictions remain 
in place.  As a consequence, the service is closed while level 5 restrictions remain in place. 
Updates around the resumption of tests will be published on www.theorytest.ie as restrictions 
gradually ease over the coming months.  No exceptions can be made to the restrictions in 
place by either myself or the Road Safety Authority.

24/03/2021WRN05100Fishing Industry

24/03/2021WRN05200278. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Transport the number of referrals that have 
to date been made to the Marine Survey Office by the Workplace Relations Commission under 
the agreement made between those agencies on 3 April 2019; the number of these referrals that 
led to inspections of fishing vessels by the Marine Survey Office; the number of these inspec-
tions that were unannounced; the number involved in a review by Marine Survey Office survey-
ors of records of work and rest maintained under regulations (details supplied); the number of 
these reviews that identified violations of the said regulations; the action the Marine Survey Of-
fice took in respect of these violations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14266/21]

24/03/2021WRN05300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Fol-
lowing mediation between a number of Government Departments and the International Trans-
port Workers’ Federation on the scheme for employment of non-EEA fishers in parts of the Irish 
sea-fishing fleet, a settlement agreement was reached in 2019. The Appendix to the agreement 
contains details of the working arrangements regarding maximum hours and rest breaks for 
crew covered by the Atypical Worker Scheme as agreed by the Workplace Relations Com-
mission (WRC), the Marine Survey Office of my Department (MSO), and the Department of 
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Justice and Equality and this includes arrangements whereby the WRC refers specified issues 
to the MSO for follow up.

The MSO has received 28 referrals from the WRC. Two of these were in relation to infor-
mation received by the WRC from An Garda Síochána, which the MSO considered in the same 
way as the referrals that had originated in the WRC. 

There were 26 follow up inspections relating to the 28 referrals received, of which 23 were 
unannounced inspections. A review of the records of hours and rest being kept onboard was un-
dertaken at each of the 26 inspections and 16 of these reviews identified deficiencies. The action 
taken in such cases was in accordance with the professional judgement of the attending MSO 
surveyor. In 3 cases, the deficiencies were rectified during the inspection and were recorded as 
closed out. The actions taken in the other 13 cases included  “rectify before departure”, “rectify 
within 14 days” and “other, as specified by the surveyor” e.g. requirement for the submission 
of records to the MSO for further examination. The MSO has also carried out follow up inspec-
tions as appropriate to check on progress or closing out of deficiencies. The vessels which have 
rectified deficiencies will also be subject to further scrutiny of records etc. during the MSO’s 
ongoing survey and inspection programme, so as to ensure ongoing  compliance. The MSO 
may detain vessels in cases of serious or continuous non-compliance and prosecution of of-
fences through the courts may follow in such cases.

24/03/2021WRN05400Fishing Industry

24/03/2021WRN05500279. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Transport the number of unannounced in-
spections of Irish fishing vessels the Marine Survey Office surveyors have made annually since 
1 January 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14267/21]

24/03/2021WRN05600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Marine Survey Office (MSO) of my Department has in place a programme of survey and in-
spections for fishing vessels which includes both unannounced and announced inspections. In 
relation to unannounced inspections, these may be carried out following receipt of a complaint 
or after an incident involving a vessel etc. In 2018, the MSO carried out 12 unannounced fish-
ing vessel inspections. In 2019, 40 such inspections were carried out. In 2020, 19 such inspec-
tions were carried out. 7 such inspections have been carried out by the MSO so far during 2021.

24/03/2021WRN05700Fishing Industry

24/03/2021WRN05800280. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Transport the number of Irish flagged 
fishing vessels over 15 m in length that have been inspected by the Marine Survey Office an-
nually since 1 January 2018 and, in respect of the number of the said vessels, if the official 
log book had been returned to the Marine Survey Office as required by sections 239 to 242 of 
the Merchant Shipping Act 1894 (as amended); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14268/21]

24/03/2021WRN05900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Marine Survey Office (MSO) of my Department has in place a programme of survey and in-
spection for fishing vessels which includes both unannounced and announced inspections. In 
2018, the MSO carried out inspections of 145 fishing vessels of >15m length overall. In 2019, 
141 such inspections were carried out. In 2020, 67 such inspections were completed. During 
2021, 12 such inspections have so far been completed.
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In relation to fishing vessels required by sections 239 to 242 of the Merchant Shipping Act 
1894 as amended, to return the official log book to the Mercantile Marine Office (MMO), this 
information is not recorded. I can advise that the number of official log books returned to the 
MMO in respect of fishing vessels was 250 in 2018, 228 in 2019 and 206 in 2020.

24/03/2021WRN06000Flood Prevention Measures

24/03/2021WRN06100281. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport the action that will be 
taken to prevent future flooding to a public road (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14269/21]

24/03/2021WRN06200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Flood relief works are a matter for the 
Office of Public Works, which comes under the aegis of my colleague the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, working with the relevant local authority. 

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility 
of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993. Works on those roads are funded from Council’s own resources supplemented by State 
road grants. The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the 
Council.

A preliminary appraisal has been received from Kerry County Council concerning a number 
of options for Listry Bridge.  The Department requested additional survey investigation to be 
undertaken to inform the options and ensure all appropriate measures are considered to achieve 
maximum value for money in accordance with the Public Spending Code. Funding was pro-
vided in 2019 and 2020 to assist with these studies and a revised submission was received at the 
end of 2020. The Department will consider this submission including project need, objectives, 
options and cost.

24/03/2021WRN06300Proposed Legislation

24/03/2021WRN06400282. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the status of the Air Naviga-
tion and Transport Bill 2020; the steps being taken to progress the Bill; the anticipated timetable 
for progression of the Bill; his expectation as to when it will be enacted; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14293/21]

24/03/2021WRN06500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Air Navigation and Transport Bill 2020 was published in November last year and completed 
Second Stage in the Dáil in February. It is expected to progress to Committee Stage soon - for 
consideration by the Select Committee on Transport and Communications Networks.

The Bill  is a priority piece of reforming legislation, which I hope will move through the  
remainder of the legislative process quickly.

The Bill provides for the proposed institutional reforms that will create a single national 
aviation regulator responsible for safety, security and economic regulation (including consumer 
affairs) by combining the regulatory functions of the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) and the 
Commission for Aviation Regulation.  It will also separate out the for-profit air traffic control 
services functions of the IAA and place them in a newly formed commercial semi-state com-
pany, the Irish Air Navigation Service.  Importantly, in the context of the structural changes 
required, it guarantees the terms and conditions of all current staff.
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The Bill seeks to modernise and strengthen the regulation and oversight of the Irish aviation 
industry in order to secure - for the long term - Ireland’s position as global leader in aviation. 
It also advances and protects consumer interests.  I believe this Bill lends itself to broad, cross-
party support.

24/03/2021WRO00200Harbour Authorities

24/03/2021WRO00300283. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the amount of funding trans-
ferred to each local authority in respect of the transfer of local harbours under the Harbours 
Act 2015 except funding for due diligence; the date and amount of each transfer since 2017, in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14294/21]

24/03/2021WRO00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): No 
State funding has been transferred to the local authorities in relation to the port transfers. 

Following the transfers of the five Ports of Regional Significance to local authority control, 
where a port company transferred under the transfer of shareholding model, the company con-
tinues, as before, to fund all activities from its own resources. In the case of a port company 
that was dissolved and transferred directly under a local authority, it continues to generate in-
come from port activities under the local authority. 

The date and amount of each transfer is set out below.

Port Company Name Local Authority  Date of Transfer Funding transferred to 
Local Authority 

Wicklow Port Company Wicklow County Council 30th August 2016 Nil
Drogheda Port Company Louth County Council 2nd October 2017 Nil 
Dún Laoghaire Harbour 
Company

Dún Laoghaire Rath-
down County Council

3rd October 2018 Nil

New Ross Port Company Wexford County Council 1st August 2019 Nil
Galway Harbour Com-
pany

Galway City Council 1st January 2021 Nil

On an exceptional basis and due to potential environmental contamination, Exchequer fund-
ing of €93,328.54 was paid to Wexford County Council in 2020 in respect of the environmental 
clean-up of previously identified sites at New Ross.

24/03/2021WRO00500Railway Stations

24/03/2021WRO00600284. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Transport the number of train stations, 
including DART stations, which have lifts by county; his plans to upgrade the accessibility of 
train stations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14324/21]

24/03/2021WRO00700285. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Transport the steps that will be taken to 
address ongoing issues with lifts at Limerick Junction, Seapoint, Clontarf, Shankill and Clon-
silla train stations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14325/21]

24/03/2021WRO00800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 284 and 
285 together.

As Minister for Transport I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.
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Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network. 

The NTA works with the relevant public transport operators, who have responsibility for 
day to day operational issues, to progressively make public transport accessible.

As the issues raised are a matter for Irish Rail in the first instance, I have forwarded the 
Deputy’s questions to the Company for direct reply.

24/03/2021WRO01000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRO01100286. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport his plans to ensure that front-line 
workers have access to public transport if current reduced capacity restrictions continue and 
specifically if dedicated services for staff to and from acute hospitals will be considered; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1826/21]

24/03/2021WRO01200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally.  Continued operation of the public trans-
port sector is important, and public transport has been designated among the essential services 
that have carried on during the Covid crisis.  I would like to thank both all operators and their 
staff for their continued dedication to providing this vital service in such challenging times.  A 
number of measures have been introduced across the system, guided by public health advice, 
to ensure the continued operation of services safely during the pandemic, including enhanced 
cleaning regimes and social distancing measures across the network.   

The Government’s “Living with Covid” and subsequent “Recovery and Resilience” 
plans set out capacity guidance for public transport at each of the 5 risk levels identified in 
the Plan.   With the current Level 5 restrictions, public transport operators are restricted to using 
only 25% of the passenger-carrying capacity on their vehicles.  Importantly, the Plan’s Level 5 
guidance on working from home where possible and on the closure of social, leisure and other 
facilities has significantly reduced the demand for public transport.  There is continued strong 
messaging that public transport capacity remains restricted and, therefore, should only be used 
for essential travel, with only those who have to travel at peak times doing so. For the duration 
of current Level 5 restrictions, public transport services are for essential workers and students 
and for essential journeys only.  People are also being encouraged to walk or cycle where practi-
cal. The advice is aimed at ensuring public transport is safeguarded for those who need it most 
and in particular frontline workers.

Both my Department and the NTA are closely monitoring public transport demand and 
will continue to be guided by public health advice. While no significant capacity issues have 
been reported by operators since the move to Level 5, the NTA and operators are continuing to 
monitor passenger loadings, and where necessary additional services will be provided on cer-
tain routes at certain times of the day subject to driver availability.

24/03/2021WRO01300Greenhouse Gas Emissions

24/03/2021WRO01400287. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which the 
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decarbonisation of the public transport sector continues towards the meeting of targets; the 
incentives currently available or likely to become available to the private sector in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1834/21]

24/03/2021WRO01500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): An efficient and low emitting public 
transport system is a key priority of Government. As the public transport sector is responsible 
for less than 5% of our land transport emissions, in absolute terms, converting public transport 
fleets to lower emitting alternatives will have a limited impact on national emission reductions. 
Nevertheless, greening the public fleet does fulfil a strong leadership role and I am committed 
to continuing to make public transport journeys less carbon-intensive. A comprehensive pro-
gramme of work to green the sector is already underway, and there is a clear vision to move 
towards zero-emitting vehicles where and when possible.

In our national bus fleet we already have hybrid buses in operation and the expectation 
is to introduce fully electric town buses in the near future. Beyond urban bus services, my 
Department is also funding electric vehicle pilot projects in rural areas under the Local Link 
programme.

In terms of heavy rail, we are looking to expand electrification through the DART+ pro-
gramme which will ultimately mean around 70% of journeys in any given year on the rail net-
work will be on electrified services. In addition, we are expanding capacity on the Luas Green 
Line and will look at route options for Luas Cork, Luas Lucan and the preliminary design for 
Luas Finglas in the coming months. I also intend to seek Government approval in relation to 
MetroLink, a new largely underground electrified metro service in Dublin. Furthermore, I have 
launched an electric vehicle (EV) scrappage scheme to enhance the supports available for taxi 
and hackney drivers switching to EVs.

Collectively, these measures will see us progressively modernise and lower the emission 
profile of our public transport fleets, as well as creating an attractive alternative to the private 
car. As the Deputy is aware, I am fully committed to a shift towards public transport and active 
travel as a means of decreasing transport emissions. We’ve seen some welcome additions to 
active travel infrastructure and our public realm in recent months, as Local Authorities across 
the country have put in place measures to support local communities and businesses through 
the COVID crisis. And we want to build on these types of initiatives and support them through 
our commitment of €1.8bn over the lifetime of Government for active travel. This level of in-
vestment along with our significant investment in greening public transport will help improve 
quality of life and reduce emissions and air pollutants from the transport sector.

Beyond public transport we must also look to tackle emissions from the rest of the vehicle 
fleet. Most land transport emissions originate from passenger cars (just over half of emissions) 
with the heavy freight sector accounting for a further 18% approximately. The State is provid-
ing incentives to mitigate the cost of, and encourage the transition away from, conventional 
fossil fuel vehicles towards lower emitting fuels and technologies in these sectors.

For private cars, the Government has introduced a comprehensive suite of measures to en-
courage the uptake of EVs, including purchase grants for private car owners and taxi drivers, 
VRT relief, reduced tolls, home charger grants, favourable tax regimes and an extensive public 
charging network. These measures led to a significant increase in EV numbers on Irish roads, 
albeit from a low base. There are approximately 30,000 EVs under taxation in Ireland at the mo-
ment. An Electric Vehicle Policy Pathway Working Group has also been established to consider 
additional regulatory, financial and taxation measures to further increase the rate of EV uptake.

In the freight sector, we are seeking to limit emissions in three main ways:
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(i) at EU level, Ireland continues to work to secure improved vehicle standards;

(ii) at home, we are funding research projects specific to considering emission mitigation 
measures in the Irish freight sector; and 

(iii) we are supporting companies to transition their fleets to lower emitting alternatives 
through a new Alternatively-Fuelled Heavy Duty Vehicle Purchase Grant whcih launched on the 
15th of March 2021.

Together measures in the public transport, private car and freight sectors will steadily decar-
bonise the transport sector and help Ireland achieve its emission reduction targets. 

24/03/2021WRO01600Road Improvement Schemes

24/03/2021WRO01700288. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which he 
remains satisfied that urgently required road improvements and upgrades or new roads previ-
ously committed to will continue to be provided as required given the need to meet future as 
well as present public demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [10358/21]

24/03/2021WRO01800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), road improvements and upgrades and the construction of individual national roads is a 
matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned.  This is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory 
approvals.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to bring forward the review of the 
NDP and use the review to set out an updated NDP for the period to 2030.  The review of the 
NDP, inlcluding for national roads, will be aligned with the National Planning Framework and 
Project Ireland 2040. Work is underway within my Department to contribute to this planned 
review. 

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads 
Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from Councils’ own resources supplemented by 
regional and local road grants. The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is 
also a matter for the local authority.

The NDP provides for a gradual increase in funding for regional and local roads and there 
has been a significant increase in Exchequer funding particularly in the last four years – the 
€555 million allocated this year represents an increase of about 70% compared to 2017. Fund-
ing is not yet at the level needed for the adequate maintenance and renewal of regional and local 
roads and so for this reason, the primary focus for capital investment continues to be the mainte-
nance and renewal of the network with some limited investment in road improvement projects.

 The outcome of the NDP review will determine future capital funding for regional and local 
roads.

24/03/2021WRO01900Public Transport

24/03/2021WRO02000289. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if there is a clause in the 
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contract for the M3 tolled motorway that states a railway to Navan cannot be built until the mo-
torway is paid for in full; if there is a similar clause relating to the M3 motorway and the provi-
sion of rail services in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14404/21]

24/03/2021WRO02100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have re-
sponsibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme. Under 
the Roads Acts 1993-2015, the operation and management of individual national roads is a 
matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned. Matters relating to the day to day operations regarding national roads, including toll 
roads and the establishment of a system of tolls, are within the remit of TII.  

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRO02200Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRO02300290. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport the details of the process 
through which his Department drafts and produces legislation; if his Department outsources the 
drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was outsourced since he took office; 
and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14430/21]

24/03/2021WRO02400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): In drafting and producing legislation, 
officials in my Department work closely with the Office of the Attorney General, the Office of 
the Parliamentary Counsel, the Department’s Legal Advisor and a number of Oireachtas com-
mittees.

While my Department has outsourced the drafting of a small number of pieces of second-
ary legislation (most of which are of a technical nature and are for the purpose of transposing 
technical EU Directives or Regulations) no primary legislation has been drafted in this manner.

Question No. 291 answered with Question No. 106.

24/03/2021WRO02500Driver Test

24/03/2021WRO02600292. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Transport his plans to review current 
restrictions on driving instruction; if there is updated public health advice to inform possible 
regulations on driving lessons moving forward; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14459/21]

24/03/2021WRO02700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
During the current level 5 restrictions, Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) may only conduct 
lessons in circumstances where the learner in question has already been scheduled a test date.

My Department is very aware of the difficulty this poses to learners who are unable to avail 
of instruction because they have not yet completed the 12 lessons required to book a test.  As 
only limited services are being provided at present in order to minimise the spread of Covid, 
it was decided that driving instruction may continue as an essential service, but in extremely 
limited circumstances.

While I very much regret the inconvenience and frustration that this might cause to both 
learners and instructors,  I am sure the Deputy will agree that public safety must take priority 
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here.

  Questions Nos. 293 and 294 answered with Question No. 273.

24/03/2021WRO03000Bus Services

24/03/2021WRO03100295. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Transport if the rules for bus operators 
(details supplied) will be relaxed in respect of their financial standing when applying for the 
renewal of the road passenger transport licence. [14502/21]

24/03/2021WRO03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Fi-
nancial standing is one of the requirements to engage in the occupation of road transport opera-
tor.  The specific requirements of financial standing are laid out in Article 7 of EU Regulation 
1071/2009 which states that undertakings shall at all times be able to meets its financial obli-
gations in the course of the annual accounting year. Financial standing is demonstrated on the 
basis of certified annual accounts showing capital and reserves of at least €9,000 when only one 
vehicle is used and €5000 for each additional vehicle used.

Regulation (EU) 2021/267 of the European Parliament and of the Council dated 16 Febru-
ary 2021 lays down specific and temporary measures in view of the ongoing the COVID-19 
pandemic concerning the renewal or extension of certain certificates, licences and authorisa-
tions, the postponement of periodic training in certain areas of transport legislation and the 
further extension of certain periods referred to in Regulation (EU) 2020/698.

Article 6 of Regulation (EU) 2021/267 (provided below for reference) deals with the is-
sue of financial standing and allows an extension under Article 13 (1) (c) of EU Regulation 
1071/2009 from six months to 12 months when a competent authority establishes, on the basis 
of annual accounts for accounting years covering all or part of the period between 1 Septem-
ber 2020 and 30 June 2021, that the transport undertaking does not satisfy the requirement of 
financial standing.   

Therefore, should a road transport operator not be in a position to show sufficient capital and 
reserves in their annual accounts covering all or part of the period between 1 September 2020 
and 30 June 2021 they can be afforded a period of up to 12 months to again meet the require-
ment of financial standing.  I must also point out that should they fail to meet the requirement 
of financial standing within the 12-month period granted to them in accordance with Regula-
tion (EU) 2021/267, their road transport operator license must be suspended or withdrawn as 
outlined in Article 13 (3) of EU Regulation 1071/2009.

I would encourage any road transport operator who has any queries regarding their financial 
standing situation to contact the Road Transport Operator Licensing Unit of my Department at 
rtol@transport.gov.ie.

Article 6 of EU Regulation (EU) 2021/267

Extension of time limits provided for in Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009

1. Notwithstanding Article 13(1), points (b) and (c), of Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009, 
where a competent authority establishes in respect of the period between 1 September 2020 and 
30 June 2021 that the requirements regarding the vehicle or vehicles to be kept at the disposal 
of and used by the road transport undertaking, as set out in Article 5, points (b) and (c), of that 
Regulation, are not satisfied, or establishes, on the basis of the annual accounts and certificates 
referred to in Article 7(1) and (2) of that Regulation for accounting years covering all or part of 
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the period between 1 September 2020 and 30 June 2021, that a transport undertaking does not 
satisfy the requirement of financial standing laid down in Article 3(1), point (c), of that Regula-
tion, the time limits set by the competent authority for the purposes of Article 13(1), points (b) 
and (c), of that Regulation shall not exceed 12 months.

2. Notwithstanding Article 13(1), points (b) and (c), of Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009, 
where the competent authority has established between 28 May 2020 and 23 February 2021 that 
a transport undertaking does not satisfy the requirements regarding the vehicle or vehicles to be 
kept at the disposal of and used by the road transport undertaking, as set out in Article 5, points 
(b) and (c), of that Regulation, or the requirement of financial standing laid down in Article 
3(1), point (c), of that Regulation and has set a time limit for the transport undertaking to rectify 
the situation, the competent authority may extend that time limit, provided that the time limit 
has not expired by 23 February 2021. The time limit thus extended may not exceed 12 months.

24/03/2021WRO03300Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRO03400296. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport if he will intervene in the 
case of a student (details supplied) in which they may have to miss out on their preferred col-
lege course due to a driver licence anomaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14522/21]

24/03/2021WRO03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
scheduling of candidates’ driving theory tests is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority 
and the theory test service provider. I have therefore referred this question to the Authority for 
direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received 
within ten days.

24/03/2021WRO03600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRO03700297. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport the supports avail-
able from his Department to the taxi industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14523/21]

24/03/2021WRO03800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Deputy may be aware that the Gov-
ernment has introduced a wide-ranging programme of supports with broad eligibility criteria 
for individuals and businesses, including individual operators of small public service vehicles 
(SPSVs), which have been adversely affected by COVID-19.  These supports include wage 
subsidies, rates waivers, restart grants, lending facilities, equity injection, business advisory 
supports, and the Pandemic Unemployment Payment.

In addition to these general supports, my Department is providing funding to the National 
Transport Authority to enable it to waive annual vehicle licence renewal fees for 2021. Further-
more, it has increased the funding available to the Electric SPSV (eSPSV) grant scheme from 
€1 million in 2020 to €15 million in 2021.  In recognition of the particular difficulties faced by 
operators of older vehicles where the vehicle is reaching the end of its useful life, the amount 
payable under the scheme has doubled to €20,000 for those operators who scrap their older, 
high mileage vehicle for a new full electric model.

24/03/2021WRO03900Driver Licences
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24/03/2021WRO04000298. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport if he will address concerns 
raised by a person (details supplied); the reason persons with a full driver licence obtained 
abroad are compelled to undergo further testing once resident in Ireland; his views on whether 
this is a discriminatory practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14541/21]

24/03/2021WRO04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
There is a distinction between motorists with a foreign driving licence visiting Ireland and those 
living in Ireland. A person can drive on a foreign licence for up to a year as a visitor to Ireland. 
This provision is provided for under the 1949 Geneva Convention. A person resident in Ireland 
must have an Irish or EU driving licence to drive here. 

Irish driver licensing law operates within a framework of EU law. It is important to remem-
ber that driver licensing law exists to ensure that people licensed to drive on our roads meet high 
standards of safety. The standards for testing drivers are set at EU level.

As such, all EU driving licences are exchangeable when a person moves from one Member 
State to another. In the case of non-EU jurisdictions, we may make bilateral agreements on 
licence exchange. These agreements can be made only when the relevant authorities in each 
jurisdiction have studied and compared the two licensing regimes, so that each side can be 
satisfied that they are compatible. On the Irish side, this task is undertaken by the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA).

In the absence of an exchange agreement, we have no option but to ask people to go through 
the necessary steps to obtain an Irish licence, as per the applicable EU legislation. I appreciate 
that this creates a burden in terms of time and cost for people who have, in many cases, a long 
record of safe driving. However, as a holder of a full but non-exchangable licence, an applicant 
can avail of the shorter Essential Driver Training of 6 lessons instead of the usual 12, and will 
not have to wait the usual minimum of 6 months before taking a driving test.

24/03/2021WRO04200Land Development Agency

24/03/2021WRO04300299. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide a 
schedule of his engagements with the chairman of the Land Development Agency since he 
became Minister; if he will provide a schedule of the roads and land development projects dis-
cussed in County Limerick.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14554/21]

24/03/2021WRO04400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, one of my key 
priorities is to promote the implementation of the National Planning Framework and facilitate 
better regional balance and more compact development within all our urban areas, based on 
the principle of ‘transport lead’ development. To succeed in this approach which favours the 
development of new housing close to sustainable transport hubs and other community facili-
ties will require close cooperation between my Department, its agencies, local authorities and 
my Ministerial colleagues and officials in the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage and the Land Development Agency (LDA). 

While I have not had a formal meeting with the Chair of the LDA since my appointment, 
I have had two direct discussions by phone which took place on 21 January 2021 and the 3 
February 2021, in which we briefly discussed the interaction between evolving transport plans 
for Limerick and the activation of lands for residential development. I also updated the Chair 
on plans that I have asked my Department, the National Transport Authority and Irish Rail to 
examine regarding the rapid deployment of a new local rail network for Limerick City, and 
proposals for the development of the Coonagh-Knockalisheen Distributor Road. 
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I believe that, by working together, the two state arms of housing and transport have signifi-
cant potential to transform the local environment in each of our towns and cities for the better 
of all local communities and I look forward to continued cooperation with my colleagues in 
Government and agencies such as the Land Development Agency to deliver these outcomes.

24/03/2021WRO04500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRO04600300. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport the amount of state aid grant-
ed to the Shannon Airport Authority since the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic that has been for 
operational expenditure; the amount that has been for capital expenditure; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14564/21]

24/03/2021WRO04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
Since the onset of Covid-19, Government has established a broad range of supports to help 
mitigate the effects of the pandemic on business.  Most of the supports - wage subsidy schemes, 
grants, low-cost loans, commercial rates waivers and deferred tax liabilities – are operational 
supports.

In terms of funding that has been allocated to Shannon Airport Authority specifically, a capi-
tal provision of €6.1 million was approved by Government in June last year to assist the airport 
in completing a hold baggage screening project.

Towards the end of 2020, Government also gave approval for the development of a new 
€32.1 million funding programme to support regional State airports in 2021.  Of this amount, 
€16.5 million has been allocated to capital projects and €15.6 million has been put in place to 
support non-economic operational activities.   Shannon Airport Authority (along with Cork Air-
port) is eligible to apply for supports under this Programme.  An invitation to apply for funding 
has issued and capital funding requests from the airports are currently being assessed by the 
Department.  Invitations to apply for operational funding will issue later in the year, most likely 
September.

In addition to the foregoing, my Department recently secured EU approval for a new Cov-
id-19 supports package, which includes a measure to provide some compensation to all the State 
airports (including Dublin Airport) for damage caused by Covid-19 in 2020.  The total budget 
for this measure is approximately €20m.  The State Airports will shortly be invited to apply for 
this funding.

24/03/2021WRO04800Irish Aviation Authority

24/03/2021WRO04900301. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the meetings his officials 
have had regarding the Irish Aviation Authority hybrid pension scheme in the past 18 months; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14573/21]

24/03/2021WRO05000316. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Transport the reason, after the 
long and detailed negotiations with the IAA employee staff panel on the rescue of the deficit in 
the IAA staff superannuation scheme which resulted in LCR19713 (2010), this major industrial 
relations agreement was misleadingly represented by the IAA to his Department and the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform during 2011 and 2012 as an agreement to amend 
terms and benefits of the IAA staff superannuation scheme without notifying IAA staff either 
individually or through their unions until late in 2018, just before LCR19713 was due to end; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14797/21]
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24/03/2021WRO05100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 301 and 316 together.

As the Deputies may be aware, the design and funding of pension schemes are governed and 
protected by the rules and regulatory framework set out in the Pensions Acts. All such schemes 
in the State must conform accordingly, and employers and Pension Scheme Trustees must en-
gage as required with the Pensions Board.  Matters relating to individual schemes are in the 
first instance a matter for the trustees, the employer and the staff and their representstive bodies.

In relation to the Irish Aviation Authority, Section 41 (7) of the Irish Aviation Authority Act, 
1993 provides that a dispute on superannuation benefit may be submitted to the Minister for 
Transport for determination by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

I can confirm that two such submissions have been received by my Department on behalf 
of staff of the Irish Aviation Authority, and those submissions relate to the issues the Deputies 
have raised. These appeals are now with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in ac-
cordance with the statutory process and officials are engaging on those appeals.

As the appeal process is ongoing, I am not in a position to provide any further comment at 
this stage.

24/03/2021WRP00200Driver Test

24/03/2021WRP00300302. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the status of reports that the 
approved driving instructor portal is closed for driving instructors to upload lessons data; when 
it will return to operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14576/21]

24/03/2021WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
purpose of the Road Safety Authority’s Approved Driving Instructor (ADI) online portal is to 
allow ADIs to upload confirmation of a learner’s completion of each individual module laid out 
in the Essential Driver Training (EDT) system.

As the Deputy is aware, EDT is currently suspended as level 5 restrictions specify that ADIs 
may only offer lessons to candidates who have completed all 12 of their required EDT modules 
and have a test date confirmed. No EDT data can be uploaded to the online portal, therefore, be-
cause no EDT is currently taking place.

Having allowed an additional 7 week window in which to upload any outstanding EDT 
sessions completed prior to the imposition of level 5, the Road Safety Authority has now writ-
ten  to every ADI in the country to confirm that the facility to upload EDT through the online 
portal will be closed until the 5 April at the earliest.

24/03/2021WRP00500Driver Test

24/03/2021WRP00600303. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport his plans to allow per-
sons applying for essential worker jobs which require a full driver licence to apply for and take 
complete driver tests during level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14622/21]

24/03/2021WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test service is not currently operating as normal due to the impact of Covid-19. Tests 
are only available, under Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions, to essential workers. Tests will not be 
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conducted for applicants applying for essential worker roles while we remain in level 5. 

RSA driver testers are undertaking driving tests in extraordinarily difficult conditions in the 
current Covid19 environment. The driving test is conducted in an enclosed space for a period 
of over 15 minutes, where physical distancing is not possible. 

Given the significant risk to testers when conducting a driving test, Government has deemed 
that the driver testing service should be available ONLY for those involved in the provision of 
essential services under Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions.  The Road Safety Authority offers driv-
ing tests to those who can produce evidence that they are an essential worker, in accordance 
with Government definitions.  A person who is applying for a post is not an essential worker.  
However, persons who have received an offer of an essential position and are awaiting a driving 
test might be deemed to be involved in essential work.  I understand that the RSA has not to date 
offered tests to people in this situation, but is considering doing so.

I fully appreciate the difficulties that this poses for learners applying for essential roles and 
I can assure the Deputy that driving tests for all candidates will resume as soon as it is safe to 
do so. I must emphasise, however, that this decision has been taken in line with official public 
health recommendations that everyone in Ireland work to limit the spread of the virus by stay-
ing at home in so far as is possible and minimising social contacts.

My Department is liaising with the RSA on an ongoing basis to help the service meet the 
growing demand for tests within the current public health situation.  An additional 40 driver tes-
ters have been authorised along with 36 approved for retention or rehire in 2020. Recruitment 
has commenced and a panel will be formed. However, hiring of testers requires advertising, 
selecting candidates and training. Newly hired testers require 7 weeks of training in order to be 
ready. Training is given by experienced testers, so while new hires are in training the capacity 
of the service is reduced.

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols.

Until Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions have been eased, no progress can be made on address-
ing the backlog; however, the Road Safety Authority has plans in place for when the service is 
allowed to resume for all learner permit holders to be tested at the earliest possible date, and a 
gradual return of driving test times to their pre-Covid levels.

24/03/2021WRP00800Driver Test

24/03/2021WRP00900304. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport the measures that are 
planned to address the backlog in driver tests and the resultant long waiting lists for same which 
will be exacerbated further due to the ongoing level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14623/21]

24/03/2021WRP01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test service is not currently operating as normal due to the impact of Covid-19. Tests 
are only available, under Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions, to essential workers. This has had a 
significant impact on waiting times.  

RSA driver testers are undertaking driving tests in extraordinarily difficult conditions in the 
current Covid19 environment. The driving test is conducted in an enclosed space for a period 
of over 15 minutes, where physical distancing is not possible. 
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Given the significant risk to testers when conducting a driving test, Government has deemed 
that the driver testing service should be available ONLY for essential workers in Level 5 Co-
vid-19 restrictions.  The Road Safety Authority offers driving tests to those who can produce 
evidence that they are an essential worker, in accordance with Government definitions.  No 
exceptions can be made.

My Department is liaising with the RSA on an ongoing basis to help the service meet the 
growing demand for tests within the current public health situation.  An additional 40 driver tes-
ters have been authorised along with 36 approved for retention or rehire in 2020. Recruitment 
has commenced and a panel will be formed. However, hiring of testers requires advertising, 
selecting candidates and training. Newly hired testers require 7 weeks of training in order to be 
ready. Training is given by experienced testers, so while new hires are in training the capacity 
of the service is reduced. 

The provision of extra testers will not on its own suffice to address the problem.  One of 
the difficulties is with the capacity of test centres themselves, given limits on throughput due to 
Covid restrictions.  

A further issue is the number of tests carried out per tester per day.  Before the pandemic, 
testers conducted 8 tests per day.  On the resumption of the service in summer 2020, this was 
reduced to 5 because of health precaution, but later raised to 6.  The RSA hopes to increase it to 
7, when it can be done so safely.

The health of both the public and the testers themselves must take priority, and as a result it 
is important to recognise that it will take time to get driver testing waiting times back to normal 
pre-Covid levels.

Question No. 305 answered with Question No. 57.

24/03/2021WRP01100Light Rail Projects

24/03/2021WRP01200306. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the status of the timeline 
of the LUAS expansion to Finglas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14631/21]

24/03/2021WRP01300378. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport the progress to date in bring-
ing forward the construction of the Luas route to Finglas in the national development plan; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1785/21]

24/03/2021WRP01400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 306 and 
378 together.

As the Deputies are aware, the current National Development Plan provides allocations 
toward the appraisal, planning and design of proposed extensions to the existing Luas network, 
including a proposed extension of the Luas from Broombridge toward Finglas.

Last summer I was delighted to be able launch a public consultation in relation to the emerg-
ing preferred route in relation to the proposed extension, which is an important, and very neces-
sary step in the project’s lifecycle.

While the current National Development Plan does not provide the allocations required to 
allow for construction to commence prior to 2027, the ongoing review of the Plan does provide 
an opportunity to revisit the issue, subject to the availability of funding.  I will certainly con-
sider the issue, along with many others, in the coming months as the review process is being 
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completed.

24/03/2021WRP01500Driver Test

24/03/2021WRP01600307. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport his plans to allow essen-
tial workers who do not already have a date for their driver test to complete their 12 mandatory 
driving lessons under level 5 restrictions in order that they can apply for a driving test; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14648/21]

24/03/2021WRP01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
During the current level 5 restrictions, Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) may only conduct 
lessons in circumstances where the learner in question has already been scheduled a test date.

My Department is very aware of the difficulty this poses to essential workers who are un-
able to avail of instruction because they have not yet completed the 12 lessons required to book 
a test.  As only limited services are being provided at present in order to minimise the spread 
of Covid, it was decided that driving instruction may continue as an essential service, but in 
extremely limited circumstances.

While I very much regret the inconvenience and frustration that this might cause to both 
learners and instructors,  I am sure the Deputy will agree that public safety must take priority 
here.

24/03/2021WRP01800National Car Test

24/03/2021WRP01900308. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Transport if he will review the work prac-
tices of Longford NCT centre; if there are adequate social distancing measures, hand sanitising 
facilities and outdoor waiting areas for customers who must use this service; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14669/21]

24/03/2021WRP02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
operation of the National Car Test Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Au-
thority and as such I have no function in the evaluation of test centre work practices.

I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply and I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

24/03/2021WRP02100Aviation Industry

24/03/2021WRP02200309. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Transport his plans to provide financial as-
sistance to a company (details supplied) to assist it in remaining financially viable. [14677/21]

24/03/2021WRP02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Government has put in place a range of supports for businesses, including those in the aviation 
sector. The supports include the wage subsidy scheme, alleviation of commercial rates, deferral 
of tax liabilities, the COVID Restrictions Support Scheme, the Credit Guarantee Scheme, and 
the SBCI Working Capital Scheme.

As regards supports specifically targeted at the protection of employment, the Employment 
Wage Subsidy Schemes (EWSS) has been a key component of the Government’s response to 
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the COVID-19 crisis to support viable firms and encourage employment amid these very chal-
lenging times and has been extended to the end of June 2021.

In November 2020, the Government also agreed a revised €80 million funding package 
specifically for Irish aviation in recognition of the very difficult circumstances facing the sec-
tor. The European Commission has approved, under EU State aid rules, a €26 million Irish aid 
scheme to compensate airport operators for the losses caused by the coronavirus outbreak. The 
aid consists of three measures: a damage compensation measure; an aid measure to support the 
airport operators up to a maximum of €1.8 million per beneficiary; and an aid measure to sup-
port the uncovered fixed costs of these companies. The aid will take the form of direct grants.

The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF), part of the National Treasury Management 
Agency (NTMA), has invested €150 million in debt funding in Aer Lingus. This is being made 
from ISIF’s €2 billion Pandemic Stabilisation and Recovery Fund (PSRF), which was estab-
lished in 2020 as a key support for medium and large Irish employers whose businesses have 
been affected by COVID-19. This funding, finalised in Q4 2020, is a three-year debt facility 
that will strengthen the airline’s liquidity position and is designed to complement the ongoing 
investment in the airline by its parent company, International Airlines Group (IAG).

Any additional supports designed to facilitate growth of air traffic can only be progressed 
at the appropriate time, taking account of the outlook for the easing of travel restrictions and 
improving wider epidemiological conditions.

I will continue to monitor the financial impact of COVID-19 on the Irish aviation sector on 
an ongoing basis in consultation with relevant Government Ministers and all key stakeholders.

24/03/2021WRP02400Rail Network

24/03/2021WRP02500310. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Transport when the all-island strategic 
review of the rail network will be completed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14712/21]

24/03/2021WRP02600376. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the status of the programme 
for Government commitment to commission an economic evaluation of higher speed rail links 
between the main cities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15664/21]

24/03/2021WRP02700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 310 and 
376 together.

As the Deputies may be aware my Department, in consultation with the Department for 
Infrastructure (Northern Ireland) and other relevant stakeholders, is undertaking a strategic re-
view of the heavy rail network on the island of Ireland.  The review will consider all issues in 
relation to inter-urban and inter-regional rail connectivity, including the potential for high-/
higher speed(s), rail freight and improved connectivity to the North West.

I expect my Department will launch the procurement process very shortly. The ultimate 
duration of the Review will be determined by the work programmes submitted in response to 
that process; this will be one of the most significant reviews of the rail network on the island 
in many years and will provide a framework to develop a much-improved rail network in the 
years ahead.

24/03/2021WRP02800Cycling Facilities
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24/03/2021WRP02900311. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if the attention of the 
NTA has been drawn to maintenance issues with the Cork bike share scheme in view of the 
fact that several stations have been out of commission for over two months; and the date on 
which the NTA will introduce new bike share stations in Cork, Galway, Limerick and Dublin. 
[14753/21]

24/03/2021WRP03000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to cycling and public transport infrastructure. 
However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of the management of public bike 
schemes. Details regarding contracts, operation and expansion of existing and proposed bike 
schemes fall under the remit of the National Transport Authority (NTA), working in conjunc-
tion with the relevant local authorities.

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities in the matter, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
a more detailed reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

24/03/2021WRP03100Dublin Airport Authority

24/03/2021WRP03200312. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the status of pension 
arrangements for persons impacted by the restructuring of DAA (details supplied). [14754/21]

24/03/2021WRP03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
would like to thank the Deputy for her question in relation to pension arrangements for persons 
impacted by the restructuring of daa with reference to an RTÉ report from September 2020.  

This report related to changes to pay for daa staff as a result of the unprecedented impacts 
COVID-19 on the Company.   As the Deputy may be aware, daa has statutory responsibility 
to operate, manage and develop Dublin and Cork Airports.  As such, matters in relation to pay 
and pensions for daa staff are matters for daa.  

Accordingly, as the issue raised by the Deputy is an operational one, I have forwarded your 
request to daa for a direct response.  If a response is not received within 10 days, please contact 
my private office.

24/03/2021WRP03400Driver Test

24/03/2021WRP03500313. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport the reason an essential work-
er urgent driver test application by a person (details supplied) was unsuccessful; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14765/21]

24/03/2021WRP03600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
scheduling of candidates’ driving tests is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority and I 
have no information on individual cases. 

I have therefore referred this question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

24/03/2021WRP03700Driver Licences
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24/03/2021WRP03800314. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport if upper age limits apply 
in EU countries for Irish HGV licence holders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14766/21]

24/03/2021WRP03900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Irish 
driving licencing legislation operates on a framework of EU law. Directive 2006/126/EC sets 
out the minimum ages that a driving licence for each category can be issued, and these are ap-
plied EU-wide. There are no upper age limits applicable in the Directive.

24/03/2021WRP04000Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRP04100315. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Transport the five most recent sig-
nificant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of his Department which have 
required his sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal 
for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements making up this 
period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in 
assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contractors; and the way this dura-
tion compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset of the process. [14788/21]

24/03/2021WRP04200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The following two capital projects have 
required my approval since I came to Office.

Dunkettle Interchange Upgrade Scheme

The application for planning consent was issued to An Bord Pléanála in July 2012.  No 
external assessment of the Business Case or approval from my Department was required prior 
to submission of this application. The tender process for the construction of the project com-
menced in April 2017 and no assessment from my Department was required prior to the com-
mencement of the tender process.

The business case supporting the request for Government approval to award the contract was 
submitted to my Department on July 5th2020.  Following revision to take account of queries 
and comments, my Department confirmed on 27th August 2020 that the business case was con-
ducted in accordance with the relevant guidelines as set out in the Public Spending Code and 
Common Appraisal Framework.  I brought a Memorandum for Government to Cabinet on 13th 
October 2020 and received approval to proceed with the project on this date. Transport Infra-
structure Ireland (TII) awarded the construction contract on 14th October 2020 and construc-
tion commenced on November 11th 2020.

M50 Variable Speed Limit Scheme

At a meeting in late 2015 between Minister Paschal Donohue and representatives of TII to 
discuss the operational performance of the M50, it was agreed to further investigate demand 
management measures in the areas of Intelligent Transport Systems, Information and Control 
namely installation of a Variable Speed Limit regime along with the necessary software and a 
dedicated control centre. The decision to progress the Variable Speed Limit scheme was reaf-
firmed by Minister Shane Ross after taking up his office and a subsequent presentation was 
made to the Minister on 14th May 2018. At that stage it was envisaged variable speed limits 
would “Go-Live” in late 2019 / early 2020. It is currently expected they will “Go-Live” in early 
– mid Summer.

The Final Business Case was submitted to my Department on 19th June 2020 for a com-
pliance review. A review confirmed its compliance with the Public Spending Code (PSC) and 
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the Common Appraisal Framework for Transport Projects and Programmes (CAF)  and a letter 
confirming my approval for the project issued on 27th July 2020. 

As TII had been running the procurement processes in parallel when this letter was received 
TII awarded the two main contracts for this project:

- ITS Deployment Contract to Dynniq UK Ltd on 29th July 2020, and

- Network Intelligence and Management System to Kapsch TrafficCom AG on 13th August 
2020.

  Question No. 316 answered with Question No. 301.

24/03/2021WRP04400Pension Provisions

24/03/2021WRP04500317. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Transport if the Limerick pilotage 
authority unestablished employees superannuation scheme was ever submitted by the employer 
to his Department; if so, if this scheme was ever approved; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14816/21]

24/03/2021WRP04600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
would like to advise the Deputy that at present, I am unable to provide any information on the 
pension scheme referred to in his question. 

Files relating to the establishment of superannuation schemes in the past are held in my 
Department’s archive building.  Under level 5 health restrictions, there is currently no access to 
the archive building.

Officials from my Department have given a commitment that once the restrictions are eased, 
they will conduct a search of the archive for any papers relating to the matters raised. I will 
advise the Deputy of the outcome of this search once completed.

24/03/2021WRP04700Coast Guard Service

24/03/2021WRP04800318. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the safety reason that has 
caused the Irish Coast Guard cliff rescue to be stood down; when he expects this safety issue to 
be resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14962/21]

24/03/2021WRP04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): A 
safety assessment considering procedures, equipment, personnel and oversight undertaken by 
the Irish Coast’s Guard, including the Safety Quality and Compliance section, resulted in the 
temporary suspension of the cliff rescue function within the Irish Coast Guard. The Irish Coast 
Guard is currently working on addressing these issues with the intention to lift the suspension 
on completion of this work at the earliest possible opportunity.

24/03/2021WRP05000Appointments to State Boards

24/03/2021WRP05100319. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport the number of vacancies that 
have occurred on the board of the Port of Cork since 1 January 2020; the number of vacancies 
that have been filled by reappointment of outgoing members; the number filled following ap-
plications received via an appointments process; the reason some vacancies have been filled 
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by reappointments and others not; his views on whether such an approach is both arbitrary and 
discriminatory; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14966/21]

24/03/2021WRP05200320. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport if he or his advisers received 
communications, verbally or in writing from other Ministers or their advisers, regarding the ap-
pointment or reappointment of members of the board of the Port of Cork; if so, if he will publish 
the details of such communications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14967/21]

24/03/2021WRP05300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 319 and 
320 together.

I can advise the Deputy that five vacancies have arisen on the Board of the Port of Cork 
Company since 1 January 2020. 

I have filled one of the vacancies arising by the appointment of a director selected using the 
Public Appointments Service process. A further two vacancies were filled by the reappointment 
of two outgoing directors.  In line with the Harbours Acts, officials in my Department engaged 
with officials in the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform seeking the consent of the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform for the three appointments. 

The remaining two vacancies of a director and a chairperson will be filled through the Public 
Appointments Service recruitment process. The recruitment process for both positions is cur-
rently underway. 

In making my decision on the filling of these vacancies, I was cognisant of the need to 
provide fresh thinking to the Board, whilst also retaining some continuity in knowledge and 
expertise in its membership. In addition, I was also guided by the provisions of the Code of 
Practice for the Governance of State Companies on the length of the term of office of State 
Board members. 

In addition, I understand that, in line with the Guidelines on Appointment to State Boards, the 
Chairperson of the Port of Cork Company was consulted by officials in my Department in rela-
tion to the skills that were required to ensure that it could effectively perform its role. 

I did not receive any communication, either written or verbal, from any Minister or their 
advisors on the filling of the vacancies.

24/03/2021WRP05500Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRP05600321. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to driver test applicants who have full licences from non-EU countries currently waiting 
to be allowed to take an Irish test; and if consideration has been given to extending the existing 
12-month allowance by which they can drive on Irish roads without a new Irish licence to ac-
count for Covid-19-related delays in obtaining lessons and-or tests. [15020/21]

24/03/2021WRP05700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
There is a distinction between motorists with a foreign driving licence visiting Ireland and those 
living in Ireland. A person can drive on a foreign licence for up to a year as a visitor to Ireland. 
This provision is provided for under the 1949 Geneva Convention.

A person resident in Ireland must have an Irish or EU driving licence to drive here. 

Irish driver licensing law operates within a framework of EU law. It is important to remem-
ber that driver licensing law exists to ensure that people licensed to drive on our roads meet high 
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standards of safety. The standards for testing drivers are set at EU level.

As such, all EU driving licences are exchangeable when a person moves from one Member 
State to another. In the case of non-EU jurisdictions, we may make bilateral agreements on 
licence exchange. These agreements can be made only when the relevant authorities in each 
jurisdiction have studied and compared the two licensing regimes, so that each side can be 
satisfied that they are compatible. On the Irish side, this task is undertaken by the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA).

In the absence of an exchange agreement, we have no option but to ask people to go through 
the necessary steps to obtain an Irish licence, as per the applicable EU legislation.

24/03/2021WRP05800Road Projects

24/03/2021WRP05900322. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the reason for the delay in 
allocated funding being drawn down by Kerry County Council in respect of Listry Bridge on 
the R563, County Kerry; the details of any correspondence between the local authority and his 
Department since January 2020 on the bridge; if his Department has changed its position on 
supporting the project; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15067/21]

24/03/2021WRP06000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of re-
gional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from 
Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants. The initial selection and prioritisa-
tion of works to be funded is also a matter for the Council.

A preliminary appraisal has been received from Kerry County Council concerning a number 
of options for Listry Bridge.  The Department requested additional survey investigation to be 
undertaken to inform the options and ensure all appropriate measures are considered to achieve 
maximum value for money in accordance with the Public Spending Code. Funding was pro-
vided in 2019 and 2020 to assist with these studies and a revised submission was received at the 
end of 2020. The Department will consider this submission including project need, objectives, 
options and cost.  

Progression of a scheme is dependent on funding availability and in the context of other 
projects currently funded.  In this regard, Kerry County Council has been allocated in excess of 
€29.5m in regional and local road grants in 2021 which is an increase of 17% from 2020 and 
30% from 2019.  These figures include Specific Improvement road grants for the R556 Dale 
Road, Tralee to Fenit realignment, Clash Cross to Ballymullen as well as the Strategic scheme 
Tralee Northern Relief Road.      

The drawdown of funds for a project in any particular year is a matter for the local authority.

24/03/2021WRP06100Road Projects

24/03/2021WRP06200323. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the status of progress on the 
R556 Rathscannell to Dale Road specific improvement project; the anticipated timeline for the 
completion of works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15068/21]

24/03/2021WRP06300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from 
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Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants. The initial selection and prioritisa-
tion of works to be funded is a matter for the Council. 

The Department is providing grant support for this project from Ballinclogher to Raths-
cannell which aims to improve the safety and the quality of this regional road. To date, Kerry 
County Council has drawn down about €1.1 million for this project. 

€2.5 million has been allocated to this scheme in 2021. Implementation of the scheme is the 
responsibility of Kerry County Council.

24/03/2021WRP06400Road Projects

24/03/2021WRP06500324. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the status of efforts to con-
nect Tralee to Listowel, County Kerry, via the old railway line; the anticipated timeline for the 
drawdown of funding allocated towards this project by his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15069/21]

24/03/2021WRP06600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department is funding the construc-
tion of the Listowel to Limerick county boundary part of the Great Southern Greenway in Kerry 
and also the Tralee to Fenit section, but not the Tralee to Listowel section. A condition of that 
funding was that Kerry County Council would progress the planning and design of the Tralee 
to Listowel section from their own resources.

The first stage in the development of the Tralee to Listowel Greenway is engagement with 
adjacent landowners and a wider overall public consultation. Unfortunately, as many of these 
interactions need to be conducted on-site, due to current COVID-19 restrictions this has not 
been possible. It is anticipated that once the current restrictions are lifted, to the extent that 
meetings with the public can be facilitated, Kerry County Council will re-commence this initial 
consultation phase.

24/03/2021WRP06700Road Projects

24/03/2021WRP06800325. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider a pilot 
project for local authorities to link towns and villages via priority cycle routes using existing 
old roads, tertiary roads, quiet local roads and other available public space; if so, if funding will 
be provided under such a scheme to go towards the required signage, surfacing, sight distance 
improvement works and other safety measures required; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15070/21]

24/03/2021WRP06900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I understand that officials are examining 
this issue as part of a wider examination of cycling infrastructure improvements around the 
country. The National Transport Authority are looking at revising the National Cycle Manual 
and officials in my Department are examining other measures to ensure safer cycling around the 
country. It is too early in the process to state what the outcome of that work will be but, given 
the significant increase in funding provided for cycling and walking in the Programme for Gov-
ernment, there should not be an issue with finding funding for appropriate interventions should 
that be the outcome of the work.

24/03/2021WRP07000Motor Industry
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24/03/2021WRP07100326. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport his views on an imminent 
shortage of quality second-hand vehicles in the Irish market as a result of punitive tariffs im-
posed on UK-imported vehicles post Brexit; if he will examine the way Brexit business sup-
ports could be extended to motor retailers to offset these tariff costs; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15076/21]

24/03/2021WRP07200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
These are matters for my colleagues in Government.  My colleague, the Minister for Finance, 
is responsible for matters relating to customs and excise.  The Tanaiste and Minister for Enter-
prise, Trade and Employment is responsible for tariffs, trade and industry supports.

Outside of that framework, there are no plans presently in my Department to provide for 
business supports for any class of retailer arising from Brexit changes.

24/03/2021WRP07300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRP07400327. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Transport the business supports in place 
to assist a private bus operator that has been unable to operate since March 2020 as a result of 
Covid-19; the financial assistance open to the operators in cases in which they are unable to 
access the employment wage subsidy scheme or Covid restrictions support scheme and do not 
pay rates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15087/21]

24/03/2021WRP07500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Both the National Transport Author-
ity (NTA) and my Department have been engaging directly with commercial bus operators 
throughout the Covid-19 Emergency. The public transport system in Ireland has played an es-
sential service role over the course of the pandemic, especially in carrying essential workers 
and others making necessary journeys. 

Several targeted Government Decisions made throughout the crisis, in addition to general 
supports such as the wage subsidy scheme, have provided much needed support to the sector, 
particularly the decisions to:

- substantially increase the 2020 budget for the existing PSO system;

- introduce temporary financial support for certain licensed services provided by commer-
cial bus operators (CBOs) for an initial period of 6-months;

- provide a higher-than-normal provision for PSO funding in the 2021 budget due to the 
ongoing impact of Covid-19 on the public transport sector; and

- extend the provision of temporary funding supports for the CBOs for a further 3 months, with 
the option to extend monthly thereafter subject to engagement  with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform. 

Prior to the Covid-19 health emergency, licensed operators operated non-subvented bus 
services on a commercial basis. However, due to the impact of Covid-19 on passenger numbers 
and the associated drop in fare revenue, these services were no longer commercially viable.  As 
such, on 25 June 2020 Government decided to introduce new temporary financial support for 
certain licensed services provided by commercial bus operators to ensure the continued opera-
tion of these essential services. These temporary supports were initially introduced for a period 
of 6-months, with a view to protecting capacity across the public transport sector throughout 
the crisis. The NTA on behalf of my Department, has entered into contracts with the licensed 
bus sector to provide funding for routes where a clear public interest justification supports such 
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intervention.

As it remains the case that commercial bus operators are still under severe financial distress 
due to the fall in passenger numbers and associated drop in fare revenue as a result of Covid-19, 
on 26 January 2021, Government decided to extend the temporary funding supports to the 
licensed bus sector for a further period of 3 months, with an option to extend contracts on a 
monthly basis thereafter. 

Further, as part of the July stimulus package, and in response to the challenges being expe-
rienced by the Coach Tourism sector, the Government provided €10m to fund the Coach Tour-
ism Business Continuity Scheme. The scheme which is being administered by Fáilte Ireland is 
under the remit of my colleague, Catherine Martin, Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht.

The above supports are in addition to the suite of other financial support measures that the 
Government has introduced to help mitigate the impact of Covid-19, which includes the Wage 
Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment extended to 
end June 2021, the COVID-19 Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), grants, low-cost loans, 
write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of which will help to improve 
cashflow.

Furthermore, on 11 March 2021, the Minister for Business, Trade and Employment an-
nounced that applications are now open for Phase 1 of the Small Business Assistance Scheme 
(SBASC). The aim of this new €60m business assistance scheme is to provide grants to busi-
nesses ineligible for the Government’s other existing schemes such as CRSS and is designed to 
help with fixed costs. Further details of this scheme and other business supports are available at 
www.enterprise.gov.ie.

24/03/2021WRQ00200Air Accident Investigations

24/03/2021WRQ00300328. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport when the final report will be 
published by the air accident investigation unit into the accident involving the S92-A helicopter 
at Black Rock, County Mayo on 14 March 2017; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15104/21]

24/03/2021WRQ00400389. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide further 
information in respect of the continued delay by the air accident investigation unit to report 
fully on the R116 crash; the details in relation to the delay in reporting on same; if aspects of 
the report are being contested; and his plans to address the delay that falls below international 
best practice (details supplied). [15768/21]

24/03/2021WRQ00500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 328 and 
389 together.

A Review Board was established last year to re-examine certain findings of the draft Final 
Report of the investigation into the accident involving Rescue 116 at Black Rock, Co Mayo on 
14 March 2017.

The establishment of the Review Board is in line with ‘Statutory Instrument (SI) No 460 of 
2009: Air Navigation (Notification and Investigation of Accidents, Serious Incidents and Inci-
dents) Regulations 2009’.

I understand that the work of the Review Board is ongoing. The Review Board is indepen-
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dent in its work in accordance with the 2009 Regulations and the timeframe for the Board to 
carry out the re-examination is a matter for the Chairperson to determine.  The Air Accident 
Investigation Unit’s (AAIU) Final Report regarding the accident will not be published until the 
work of the Review Board is complete.

As per International Convention, EU Regulation and national legislation relating to accident 
investigation, the AAIU published a Fourth Interim Statement on its website on 12 March 2021 
regarding the progress of the investigation into the accident.

24/03/2021WRQ00600Bus Services

24/03/2021WRQ00700329. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the age limit for driv-
ers with Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15106/21]

24/03/2021WRQ00800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, the day-to-day 
management and operational aspects of public transport are the responsibility of the individual 
operators - in this case, Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann.

Accordingly, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the companies for direct reply. 
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRQ00900Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRQ01000330. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the number of vehicles owned 
or leased and operated by his Department and agencies and semi-State companies under his re-
mit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE vehicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, 
diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15129/21]

24/03/2021WRQ01100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The information requested by the Deputy 
is set out in the following table:

DEPT/AGENCY Total Number Of 
Vehicles   

Diesel Petrol Electric Plug In Hy-
brid   

Dublin Airport   180 154 0 20 6 
Cork Airport   18 17 0 1 0 
Shannon Airport   48 41 0 7 0 
Road Safety Authority 25 14 11 0 0 
Irish Aviaiton Authority 14 12 1 1 0 
National Transport Authority 3 0 0 0 3 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland 12 6 0 4 2 
Department - Air Accident 
Investigation Unit 

3 3 0 0 0 

Department - Rail Accident 
Investigation Unit 

2 2 0 0 0 

Department - Irish Coast Guard 222 221 1 0 0 
Dublin Port   30 28 1 1 0 
Waterford Port   9 4 0 5 0 
Cork Port   14 13 0 1 0 
Shannon-Foynes 11 10 0 0 1 
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Providing a sustainable, low-carbon transport system is a key priority of my Department. 
The Programme for Government commits to 7% average annual emissions reduction to 2030; 
ultimately, the goal is for a zero-emission mobility system by 2050. The transport sector, which 
accounts for about 20% of Ireland’s overall carbon emissions, must play a central role in the 
national decarbonisation effort. The national car and van (LGV) fleet accounts for almost 60% 
of all land transport emissions, and so a transition to low emissions vehicles, including EVs, is 
a necessary step-change to effect a substantial reduction in transport emissions.

Electric vehicles (EVs) are the most prominent transport mitigation measure in the 2019 
Climate Action Plan, and Ireland has set an ambitious target of 936,000 EVs on our roads by 
2030. This target is challenging but indicates the scale of the transformation that is needed 
across all sectors if Ireland is to achieve its climate targets in the coming years. The Govern-
ment, supported by the work of the Low Emission Vehicle Taskforce, has worked to ensure 
that conditions and policies are in place to support citizens in making greener vehicle choices. 
A comprehensive suite of measures is available to EV drivers, including purchase grants for 
private car owners and taxi drivers, VRT relief, reduced tolls, home charger grants, favour-
able motor and BIK tax rates, as well as a comprehensive charging network. These measures 
have collectively contributed to increased take up of EVs in Ireland in recent years, albeit from 
a low base. 

My Department has convened an Electric Vehicle Policy Pathway Working Group to pro-
duce a roadmap to achieving the near one million EV target by 2030 and to continue the con-
certed efforts across several Departments to hasten the current trajectory of EV sales. The Work-
ing Group has considered regulatory, financial and taxation policies to help drive a significant 
ramp-up in passenger EVs and electric van sales from very early in the decade.

In addition, in order to expedite the deployment of low emitting vehicles, an inter-Depart-
mental Low Emission Vehicle (LEV) Taskforce was jointly established by my two Departments 
to consider a full suite of potential measures available to Government. Phase 1 of the Taskforce 
concentrated on EVs; as part of this work, the important leadership role that Public Bodies and 
Government Departments can play in encouraging LEV uptake was examined. The Taskforce 
recommended the introduction of a new public procurement framework for EVs by 2020 and 
this recommendation was echoed in Action 149 of the Climate Action Plan: Enable the deploy-
ment of electric vehicles in public sector fleets.

The Office of Government Procurement has drawn up fixed price procurement frameworks 
for the supply of long and medium range battery electric passenger cars and vans to public sec-
tor bodies.

Full details on how to use the framework as well as pricing and supplier contact details can 
be found on the www.ogp.gov.ie   website. At present, the Office of Government Procurement 
do not have a framework for electric vehicle chargers.

As battery and recharging technologies develop and a greater range of vehicles become 
commercially available I expect an increasing number of public bodies to transition to EVs, 
with low emitting vehicles being favoured where feasible.

24/03/2021WRQ01200Greenways Provision

24/03/2021WRQ01300331. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport his plans to add a bridle path 
element to greenways when they are being planned, designed and developed throughout Ire-
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land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15181/21]

24/03/2021WRQ01400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I have no plans at present to add a bridle 
path element to Greenways. However, I understand that Sport Ireland, which falls under the 
aegis of my colleague, the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media 
has requested tenders from suitable consultants for the development of criteria for Horse Rid-
ing Trails in Ireland. I am advised by my colleague that a contract for this work will shortly be 
awarded and will include an examination of the potential for horse riding trails to be incorpo-
rated into trails with other users, including greenways. 

If any issues arise of relevance arise in relation to the Greenways which my Department is 
funding, I will of course consider them if requested by my Ministerial colleague.

When that work has completed it will be considered by my Department. It must be kept in 
mind that Greenways are particularly attractive to family groups including small children and 
mixing horses and small children has safety implications for all, over and above the existing 
safety issues in mixing cyclists and pedestrians, while there are also maintenance issues and 
animal waste issues to be considered.

24/03/2021WRQ01500Road Projects

24/03/2021WRQ01600332. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Transport the position on a road project 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15198/21]

24/03/2021WRQ01700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the requirements of the 
Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory approvals.   In this context, TII is best 
placed to advise on the current status and funding of this proposed project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRQ01800Driver Test

24/03/2021WRQ01900333. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport if he plans to review the 
current regulations which require essential workers who wish to book a driver test to have com-
pleted their 12 EDT lessons; if essential workers will be allowed to start and complete their 12 
EDT lessons during level 5 restrictions in order that they can book a date for a driving test; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15238/21]

24/03/2021WRQ02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
current public health emergency has had a profoundly disruptive effect on the learning and 
testing system in this country and my Department is very aware of the frustration experienced 
by a large cohort of learner drivers, some of them essential workers, who have had to have their 
training suspended under level 5 restrictions.  

Under these current restrictions, Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) may continue to pro-
vide lessons, but only in such circumstances where the learner in question has already been 
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scheduled a test date. I  fully appreciate the difficulties that this poses for learners who have not 
yet completed their required lessons and I can assure the Deputy that  EDT will resume as soon 
as it is safe to do so. I must emphasise, however, that this decision has been taken in line with 
official public health recommendations that everyone in Ireland work to limit the spread of the 
virus by staying at home in so far as is possible and minimising social contacts. 

Officials both in my Department and in the Road Safety Authority are working extremely 
hard to ensure that driver instruction and driver testing can return to normal capacity as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRQ02100Driver Test

24/03/2021WRQ02200334. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if the driver theory test will 
be made available online to address the large backlog in applications; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15243/21]

24/03/2021WRQ02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In 
response to a request by my Department, the RSA is working to deliver an online driver theory 
test service. The online service has been trialled on a pilot basis for those taking a theory test 
for trucks and buses and is now being evaluated with a view to extending the online service to 
all test types. 

There will be a limit on the number of customers that can avail of the service during the 
initial rollout phase, but the objective is that it should be an option for all theory test customers 
during later phases of the rollout.

24/03/2021WRQ02400Bus Services

24/03/2021WRQ02500335. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the plans to provide a bus 
service for Kilcully, Dublin Pike and Upper Glanmire, County Cork. [15258/21]

24/03/2021WRQ02600336. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the plans to increase the fre-
quency of the 207 bus service in Cork. [15259/21]

24/03/2021WRQ02700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 335 and 
336 together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally and for the scheduling of these services.  
Therefore, the issues raised are a matter for the NTA in conjunction with Bus Éireann, and I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRQ02900Córas Iompair Éireann

24/03/2021WRQ03000337. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the financial position 
of the CIÉ pension schemes both the regular wages scheme and any other scheme affected; if 
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the CIÉ group withdrew funds from this scheme in 1994; if that funding has ever been restored; 
if the assurances given to CIÉ workers in 1987 on the division of the company into three bodies 
will be honoured, specifically in relation to pension provisions in the three subsidiary compa-
nies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15272/21]

24/03/2021WRQ03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.

The CIÉ Group has two pension schemes, namely the Regular Wages Scheme (“RWS”) and 
1951 superannuation scheme (“1951 Scheme”). Issues in relation to CIÉ pension schemes are 
primarily a matter for the trustees of the schemes, the CIÉ Group and their employees.

I have therefore referred the Deputy’s question to CIÉ for direct reply. Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRQ03200Trans European Transport Network Programme

24/03/2021WRQ03300338. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport if he will give a 
renewed commitment that the State will fund the TEN-T priority route improvement project, 
County Donegal as prioritised within the National Planning Framework, Project Ireland 2040 
and the National Development Plan 2018-2027 (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15299/21]

24/03/2021WRQ03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the Public Spending 
Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII is best placed to 
advise you on the status and funding of this project, pending also the Government’s proposed 
review of the NDP .

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRQ03500Driver Test

24/03/2021WRQ03600339. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport if he is in receipt of a brief-
ing from the RSA on restarting theory tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15311/21]

24/03/2021WRQ03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department is in constant contact with the RSA since the start of the pandemic regarding all of 
its services, the impact of Covid-19 on those services, and how they can best be maintained in 
the current circumstances.

The Driver Theory Test has not been deemed to be an essential service under Level 5 restric-
tions. The service will remain closed while level 5 restrictions remain in place.  While I fully 
appreciate the inconvenience this poses, I must emphasise, that this decision has been taken 
in line with official public health recommendations that everyone in Ireland work to limit the 
spread of the virus by staying at home in so far as is possible and minimising social contacts. 



24 March 2021

185

While the service is closed during Level 5 restrictions, the Road Safety Authority is examin-
ing ways of increasing the number of tests within health constraints with the aim of resuming 
testing after Level 5. 

The RSA, together with its service provider, have put plans in place to increase capacity in 
the service from an average pre Covid19 capacity of 15,000 appointments up to 50,000 appoint-
ments per calendar month. This will help manage the backlog of customers and shorten waiting 
times.  Assuming a resumption in early April the higher capacity will start to take effect by the 
end of April.

In addition to the increased capacity initiative, the RSA is working to deliver an online 
driver theory test service. The online service has been trialled on a pilot basis for those taking a 
theory test for trucks and buses and is now being evaluated with a view to extending the online 
service to all test types during 2021. However, scaling up operations to facilitate higher num-
bers will take time to achieve.

24/03/2021WRQ03800Taxi Regulations

24/03/2021WRQ03900340. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport his views on an anomaly (details 
supplied) which may prevent or inadvertently financially penalise taxi drivers seeking to avail 
of the recently announced electric SPSV scheme; if he plans to address this matter to facilitate 
more taxi drivers availing of this grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15335/21]

24/03/2021WRQ04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The regulation of the small public service 
vehicle (SPSV) sector, including administration of grants for SPSVs, is a matter for the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  

Accordingly, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRQ04100Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRQ04200341. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport the measures his Department 
will take to assist Irish citizens who were living abroad and returned to Ireland in the past year 
that currently hold a foreign driver licence which is due to expire; if he will consider extending 
these licences in the interim while driver lessons and testing are paused under level 5 restric-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15378/21]

24/03/2021WRQ04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
There is a distinction between motorists with a foreign driving licence visiting Ireland and those 
living in Ireland. A person can drive on a foreign licence for up to a year as a visitor to Ireland. 
This provision is provided for under the 1949 Geneva Convention.

A person resident in Ireland   must have an Irish or EU driving licence to drive here. 

Ireland can not extend a driving licence issued by another jurisdiction. 

Irish driver licensing law operates within a framework of EU law. It is important to remem-
ber that driver licensing law exists to ensure that people licensed to drive on our roads meet high 
standards of safety. The standards for testing drivers are set at EU level.

As such, all EU driving licences are exchangeable when a person moves from one Member 
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State to another. In the case of non-EU jurisdictions, we may make bilateral agreements on 
licence exchange. These agreements can be made only when the relevant authorities in each 
jurisdiction have studied and compared the two licensing regimes, so that each side can be 
satisfied that they are compatible. On the Irish side, this task is undertaken by the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA).

In the absence of an exchange agreement, we have no option but to ask people to go through 
the necessary steps to obtain an Irish licence, as per the applicable EU legislation.

24/03/2021WRQ04400Driver Test

24/03/2021WRQ04500342. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons await-
ing a driver test appointment in each centre by age in tabular form; and the length of time they 
are awaiting a test. [15415/21]

24/03/2021WRQ04600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Spe-
cific details on the number of persons awaiting a driver test are held by the Road Safety Author-
ity.  I have therefore referred this question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

24/03/2021WRQ04700Driver Test

24/03/2021WRQ04800343. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of essential driver 
training for essential workers at different stages of public health restrictions since March 2020, 
in tabular form. [15416/21]

24/03/2021WRQ04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
this is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority I have forwarded the Deputy’s ques-
tion to the Authority for direct response. I ask that he contact my offices if no reply has been 
received within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRQ05000Disabilities Data

24/03/2021WRQ05100344. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of applications 
for a disabled driver pass in 2020 and to date in 2021, from each county in tabular form; and the 
number of applications pending due to primary medical certificate issues. [15417/21]

24/03/2021WRQ05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
While my Department is responsible for drafting the legislation underpinning the disabled park-
ing scheme it has no role in the processing of permit applications.

SI No. 239 of 2011 - Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 
formally authorises  the Disabled Drivers Association of Ireland (DDAI) and the Irish Wheel-
chair Association (IWA) to issue permits on the Department’s behalf. The Department has no 
involvement in or sight of the applications processed by these bodies and is thus not in a posi-
tion to comment on the volume received.

I would recommend that the Deputy request this information from the issuing bodies di-
rectly.
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24/03/2021WRQ05300Driver Test

24/03/2021WRQ05400345. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Transport his plans to lift the restric-
tions on essential driver training driving lessons in April 2021 given that many learners have 
had to stop in the middle or near the end of their 12 lessons due to Covid-19 which will create 
further delays for driver tests post-Covid-19. [15439/21]

24/03/2021WRQ05500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der level 5 restrictions, Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) may continue to provide lessons, 
but only in such circumstances where the learner in question has already been scheduled a test 
date. Essential Driver Training (EDT) is thus currently suspended.

While my Department is fully aware of the difficulties that this poses for essential workers 
who have not yet completed their 12 EDT lessons, I must emphasise that this decision has been 
taken in line with official public health recommendations that everyone in Ireland work to limit 
the spread of the virus by staying at home and minimising social contacts in so far as is possible. 

 Officials both in my Department and in the Road Safety Authority are keeping the public 
health situation under constant review and are working extremely hard to ensure that EDT can 
resume as soon as it is safe to do so.

24/03/2021WRQ05600Bus Services

24/03/2021WRQ05700346. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport if the number of bus stops 
will be examined on the 120 route in County Kildare (details supplied). [15447/21]

24/03/2021WRQ05800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including the provision of bus stops and shelters. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

24/03/2021WRQ05900Driver Test

24/03/2021WRQ06000347. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Transport the way in which a person (de-
tails supplied) can progress the issue of their driving instructor not logging their final two driv-
ing lessons on the Road Safety Authority portal which is now closed. [15452/21]

24/03/2021WRQ06100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
purpose of the Road Safety Authority’s Approved Driving Instructor (ADI) online portal is to 
allow ADIs to upload confirmation of a learner’s completion of each individual module laid out 
in the Essential Driver Training (EDT) system.

As the Deputy is aware, EDT is currently suspended as level 5 restrictions specify that ADIs 
may only offer lessons to candidates who have completed all 12 of their required EDT modules 
and have a test date confirmed. No EDT data can be uploaded to the online portal, therefore, be-
cause no EDT is currently taking place.

Having allowed an additional 7 week window in which to upload any outstanding EDT 
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sessions completed prior to the imposition of level 5, the Road Safety Authority has now writ-
ten  to every ADI in the country to confirm that the facility to upload EDT through the online 
portal will be closed until the 5 April at the earliest. 

In respect of the constituent mentioned by the Deputy, I must be clear that my Department 
has no sight of learner data and can neither comment on nor intervene in any individual case. 
I have thus forwarded this part of the query to the Road Safety Authority for direct response. I 
would ask that the Deputy contact my offices if no reply is received within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRQ06200Driver Test

24/03/2021WRQ06300348. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider allowing es-
sential workers to be allowed to sit driving lessons at level 5 and at subsequent levels given the 
number of persons this would affect is relatively small. [15462/21]

24/03/2021WRQ06400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der level 5 restrictions, Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) may continue to provide lessons, 
but only in such circumstances where the learner in question has already been scheduled a test 
date. Essential Driver Training (EDT) is thus currently suspended.

While my Department is fully aware of the difficulties that this poses for essential workers 
who have not yet completed their 12 EDT lessons, I must emphasise that this decision has been 
taken in line with official public health recommendations that everyone in Ireland work to limit 
the spread of the virus by staying at home and minimising social contacts in so far as is possible. 

 Officials both in my Department and in the Road Safety Authority are keeping the public 
health situation under constant review and are working extremely hard to ensure that EDT can 
resume as soon as it is safe to do so.

24/03/2021WRQ06500National Driver Licensing Service

24/03/2021WRQ06600349. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport his views on whether it is ac-
ceptable that a citizen has to wait 40 minutes on the telephone line to speak to a person in the 
National Driver Licence Service (details supplied). [15477/21]

24/03/2021WRQ06700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In 
relation to the issues contacting the National Driving Licence Service,  the NDLS has experi-
enced unprecedented demand on its services due to Covid and customers can expect a consider-
able delay in getting to speak to a member of staff by phone or email. Delays to customers are 
regretted.

However, I would point out that the NDLS website, www.ndls.ie has a huge amount of infor-
mation on it, and should be able to provide the answers to most customer queries.  Customers 
also have the option of emailing info@ndls.ie   where their query will be answered as quickly 
as possible.

In relation to the NDLS contacting the authorities in the UK to get British National Insur-
ance Numbers, not only would this consitutute a serious breach of GDPR regulations, but a UK 
National Insurance Number is not required to exchange a UK driving licence. Details of the 
documents required to exchange a UK driving licence can be found on the NDLS website. It is 
the responsibility of the applicant to provide the documentation which the NDLS requires when 
making an application for a licence exchange.
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The National Driving Licence Service is not a commercial enterprise, but rather a public 
service that is fundamental to not only road safety but the effective enforcement of road traffic 
law, and so it must operate in a manner that balances its statutory functions with an appropriate 
level of service.

24/03/2021WRQ06800Railway Stations

24/03/2021WRQ06900350. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Transport if costings will be provided 
for accessibility works to railway stations nationwide. [15483/21]

24/03/2021WRQ07000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

Under the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for promoting the development of an integrated, accessible public 
transport network.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have forwarded your question to the 
NTA for direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRQ07100Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRQ07200351. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if a matter on a truck 
licence for a person (details supplied) will be investigated; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15490/21]

24/03/2021WRQ07300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
All enquires relating to driver licensing are handled by the National Driver Licence Service 
(NDLS), provided by the Road Safety Authority (RSA). My Department does not have access 
to individual applications. 

I have forwarded the Deputy’s query to the RSA for direct reply. If he has not heard from 
them in 10 working days I would ask that he contact my office directly.

  Question No. 352 answered with Question No. 57.

24/03/2021WRQ07400Ferry Services

24/03/2021WRQ07500353. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the efforts being made to 
encourage operators to increase direct shipping routes from Ireland to continental Europe; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1334/21]

24/03/2021WRQ07600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): It 
has been clear for some time there would be disruption to the GB landbridge when customs and 
border controls between the EU and the UK were introduced at the end of the Brexit transition 
period.  My Department, in conjunction with the IMDO, has been keeping the issue of direct 
shipping routes to the Continent under close review both in the context of Brexit and the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Since January 2019, my Department has had very regular discussions with shipping com-
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panies and other maritime stakeholders about the issue of maritime connectivity.  In that time, 
we have consistently received strong assurances from the shipping companies that if there is an 
increase in demand for shipping capacity on direct routes to Continental Europe, they would 
respond. 

In the run up to 1 January 2021, my Department, with the IMDO and other key Depart-
ments, undertook a major communications campaign, urging business using the UK landbridge 
to consider a switch to direct routes to avoid disruptions due to the new control regimes. 

We witnessed throughout 2020 and at the beginning of 2021 an unprecedented response 
from the shipping industry in terms of increasing capacity to match market demand. It has oc-
curred across all relevant modes and has drawn from all available responses. These responses 
include (1) utilization of surplus capacity, (2) increasing capacity by altering schedules, (3) 
redeploying vessels within their fleets, and (4) adding new capacity in the form of additional 
vessels. 

Number of Sailings

As of March 2021, there are around 68 RoRo freight sailings between Ireland and the Con-
tinent in a typical week. This includes five shipping operators, Irish Ferries, Stena Line, DFDS, 
Brittany Ferries and CLDN offering both accompanied and unaccompanied freight. This repre-
sents an increase of around 34 sailings per week, or around 150% increase in continental RoRo 
frequency compared to March 2020. 

Specifically in relation to sailings between Ireland and France, in January 2020, there were 
12 weekly sailings to and from Northern France. These were provided by Irish Ferries and Stena 
Line to the port of Cherbourg (not including the seasonal service operated by Brittany Ferries 
to Roscoff). In the last 12 months, the number of sailings to Northern France has increased by 
30. Based on published schedules, there are now around 42 sailings per week to and from the 
ports of Dunkerque and Cherbourg, Roscoff and St Malo provided by Stena Line, Irish Ferries, 
DFDS and Brittany Ferries. 

Freight Capacity

The increase in choice and frequency in the RoRo freight market over the past year has 
had a very significant impact on freight capacity to continental EU ports. Weekly RoRo freight 
capacity to continental EU ports has doubled in the past 12 months. There is now capacity for 
approximately 5,000 additional HGV’s & unaccompanied trailers on continental RoRo services 
per week in March 2021. 

Unaccompanied RoRo freight is an essential component of continental RoRo capacity. In 
2020, unaccompanied RoRo freight made up over 80%   of all continental RoRo volume.  The 
importance of unaccompanied RoRo volume is not expected to change. 

Details of growth in direct services   

There have been 22 separate interventions, as set out below, by Ro/Ro+ Lo/Lo freight op-
erators in the past 12 months in response to Brexit. In addition, DFDS has announced recently 
that they will be putting on an additional freight ship (Ark Dania - 188 units) on the Rosslare/
Dunkirk from 1 April 2021 meaning an additional vessel will service the continental corridor.

 OPERATOR ROUTE INTERVENTION DATE
1 CLDN Cork  – Zeebrugge New Service May-2020
2 CLDN Santander – Liverpool – Dublin New Service June 2020
3 ICL (LOLO) Cork  to USA New Service June 2020
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 OPERATOR ROUTE INTERVENTION DATE
4 BG Freightline  (LOLO) Waterford -Liverpool Rotterdam New Service July 2020
5 CLDN Leixoes – Dublin – Liverpool New Service September 2020
6 CMA-CGM (LO/LO) Dublin/Rotterdam /Cork/ 

Dunkirk
New Service November 2020

7 Irish Ferries Dublin/Cherbourg Schedule Change January 2021 – 7 day 
rotation

89 Stena Line    Stena Line Rosslare/Cherbourg Rosslare/ 
Cherbourg

Schedule Change    
Additional Vessel

January 2021 – 7 day 
rotation    January 
2021

10 DFDS /  EURoRo Rosslare/Dunkirk New Service January 2020
11 CLDN Cork/Zeebrugge Additional   Vessel January 2021
12 Eucon Dublin/Rotterdam Additional   Vessel January 2021
13 Brittany Ferries Cork-Roscoff Additional   Vessel March 2021
14 Brittany Ferries Rosslare to Cherbourg New Service January 2021
15 Stena Line Dublin – Cherbourg New Service January 2021
16 Irish Ferries Dublin - Cherbourg Additional   Vessel     

(Temporary)
January 2021

17 Irish Ferries Dublin - Cherbourg Vessel Change (WB 
Yeats)

January 2021

18 Samskip Dublin - Amsterdam New Service January 2021
19 Stena Line Rosslare - Cherbourg Vessel Change 

(Embla)
January 2021

20 CLDN Dublin – Rotterdam Vessel Change January 2021
21 Brittany Ferries Rosslare -St Malo New Service February 2021
22 Brittany Ferries Cork-Roscoff New Service February 2021

As shipping operators compete to understand new demand patterns, the market is currently 
in a state of dynamism, with a new equilibrium yet to be found. If demand arises, operators have 
proved they stand ready to respond as necessary. 

I also wish to assure the Deputy that my officials and I will continue to keep in close contact 
with the shipping companies to monitor the situation and assist where possible.

24/03/2021WRR00200Motor Industry

24/03/2021WRR00300354. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he has considered introduc-
ing a requirement for identification to be provided by the buyer of a car when ownership is 
being transferred to avoid a situation in which a buyer can provide a false address. [15530/21]

24/03/2021WRR00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Master Licence Record (MLR) programme was approved by the previous Minister of my De-
partment, and the Minister for Justice. The programme seeks to assist in the endorsement of 
penalty points by matching vehicle and driver records on the Departments National Vehicle and 
Driver File (NVDF), and over time, by establishing owner identity for all vehicle records. While 
the initial phase involved associating vehicle owner records with driver records by matching 
existing NVDF records, the next phase of the MLR programme primarily involves establish-
ing vehicle owner identity when individuals engage with other Departmental systems, such as 
change of vehicle ownership and application for motor tax. 

 The Office of Parliamentary Counsel (OPC) has drafted primary legislation in the Road 
Traffic (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020 to enable this, and my Department is further en-
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gaged with the Attorney General’s office on the mechanisms of how such identities are cap-
tured.  Once the draft legislation has been finalised, my Department will engage with the Office 
of the Data Protection Commissioner (DPC) for guidance on the subject.

24/03/2021WRR00500Departmental Funding

24/03/2021WRR00600355. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide details of all 
the applications by local authorities for the 2021 funding allocations for sustainable transport 
projects (details supplied). [15542/21]

24/03/2021WRR00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have re-
sponsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including cycling infrastructure.

Details of individual projects are matters for the NTA and the relevant local authorities; ac-
cordingly I have referred your question to the NTA for a more detailed reply. Please contact my 
private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

24/03/2021WRR00800Driver Test

24/03/2021WRR00900356. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Transport his views on the ongoing 
suspension of the theory test service; and if his Department has considered allowing the return 
of professional categories such as for taxi drivers and heavy goods vehicle drivers. [15564/21]

24/03/2021WRR01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Driver Theory Test has not been deemed to be an essential service under Level 5 restrictions. 
The service will remain closed while level 5 restrictions remain in place. No exceptions will 
be made.  While I fully appreciate the inconvenience this poses, I must emphasise, that this 
decision has been taken in line with official public health recommendations that everyone in 
Ireland work to limit the spread of the virus by staying at home in so far as is possible and mi-
nimising social contacts. 

The RSA, together with its service provider, have put plans in place to increase capacity in 
the service for when it can re-open.  This will see an increase in capacity from an average pre 
Covid19 level of 15,000 appointments per calendar month to up to 50,000 when the service 
resumes. This will help manage the backlog of customers and shorten waiting times.  

In addition to the increased capacity initiative, the RSA is working to deliver an online 
driver theory test service. The online service has been trialled on a pilot basis for those taking a 
theory test for trucks and buses and is now being evaluated with a view to extending the online 
service to all test types during 2021. However, scaling up operations to facilitate higher num-
bers will take time to achieve.

  Question No. 357 answered with Question No. 57.

24/03/2021WRR01100Covid-19 Tests

24/03/2021WRR01200358. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons that 
have used airport testing in Irish airports in which testing is available; the number of incoming 
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international travellers that have used the testing; the number of local residents that have used 
the facility for private tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1392/21]

24/03/2021WRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Government decision of 20 October 2020 affirmed that any testing model implemented for in-
ternational travel should not impinge on HSE testing capacity. In light of this, the State Airports 
facilitated the location of private testing providers at Cork, Shannon and Dublin Airports. The 
testing facilities in question are open to any member of the public requesting a Covid-19 test, 
whether travelling or not.

Neither the State Airports nor my Department have any operational role in the provision of 
the testing services. 

The daa facilitates two commercial companies – Randox and RocDoc - to operate separate 
Covid-19 testing facilities at Dublin and Cork airports. RocDoc provide services at Shannon 
Airport also. These testing service providers have advised daa and the Shannon Airport Author-
ity concerning headline figures for testing to date.

There have been a total of 93,158 bookings for Covid-19 tests up to 15 March 2021 across 
both service providers since testing facilities opened in November 2020 at Cork Airport and 
Dublin Airport. In the region of 4,100 Covid-19 tests have been carried out by the private test-
ing provider located at Shannon Airport up to 18 March 2021. 

It should be noted that the estimated figures I have provided do not reflect the full extent of 
Covid-19 testing for prospective arriving (or departing) passengers, given that many other com-
mercial providers outside of the airport’s testing facilities also provide such service.

24/03/2021WRR01400Community Involvement Scheme

24/03/2021WRR01500359. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport if consideration will be 
given to extending the community involvement scheme for the new areas of Cork city which 
were areas of Cork county and should not be disadvantaged as a result of boundary changes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43591/20]

24/03/2021WRR01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads (RLR) is the statutory responsibility of each local authority, in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded 
from local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  The initial selection 
and prioritisation of works to be funded  is also a matter for the local authority. 

The Community Involvement Scheme (CIS) is based on community contributions within 
the range of 15% to 30% and the purpose of the CIS is to facilitate local community participa-
tion in the repair of local roads. The focus of the programme is on the repair of more lightly traf-
ficked public roads which might not be high on the list of a local authority’s annual roadwork 
programme. 

Following the introduction of ring-fenced funding for a CIS programme in 2018 it was 
decided to provide funding over a two year period 2018/2019 so as to give local authorities 
more flexibility in delivering this programme. Towards the end of 2019, my Department invited 
local authorities to submit applications for CIS for another two year programme in the period 
2020/2021. 

Applications for a successor CIS programme will be sought from local authorities, includ-
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ing Cork and Galway City Councils, later this year.

24/03/2021WRR01700National Driver Licensing Service

24/03/2021WRR01800360. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that many over 70s have not received their licence renewal packs in the post 
and are having difficulties in trying to get through to the National Driver Licence Service; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44937/20]

24/03/2021WRR01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
Driving licence renewal packs are generally issued approximately one month before renewal 
date. The last renewal packs for driving licences were issued in early January for driving li-
cences expiring in February.

A driving licence extension was announced on 24 February 2021 therefore renewal packs 
for driving licences were not issued for the month of March.

The extension will apply to different groups of licence holders including those who ben-
efited from extensions in 2020. The change is applied as follows- 

Any licence holder, who has not already renewed, and whose licence expired between 1 
March 2020 and 31 May 2020 will have a new expiry date of 1 July 2021.

Any licence holder, who has not already renewed, and whose licence expired between 1 
June 2020 and 31 August 2020 will have thirteen months (which includes the previous exten-
sion) added to their expiry date. By way of example a licence which expired on 31 August 2020 
will have a new expiry date of 30 September 2021.

Any licence holder, who has not already renewed and whose licence expiry date is between 
1 September 2020 and 30 June 2021 will have an extra ten months added to their expiry date. 
By way of example a licence which expires on 30 June 2021 will have a new expiry date of 30 
April 2022.

It is expected that the next driving licence renewal reminders to be issued for the month of 
July will issue approximately two months in advance of the renewal date.

24/03/2021WRR02000Rail Network

24/03/2021WRR02100361. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport if there have been delays to 
the MetroLink project due to the Covid-19 pandemic as of January 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1397/21]

24/03/2021WRR02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including light rail / metro.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.
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24/03/2021WRR02300Driver Test

24/03/2021WRR02400362. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport his plans to deal with back-
logs and cancellations of driving tests, theory tests, NCT exams and driving lessons due to the 
lockdown in January 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1396/21]

24/03/2021WRR02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department is in constant contact with the Road Safety Authority since the start of the pan-
demic regarding all of its services, the impact of Covid-19 on those services, and how they can 
best be maintained in the current circumstances. 

Due to suspension of driver testing services in the first 2020 lockdown, along with the health 
protocols since resumption of service and the further curtailing of services during subsequent 
level 5 restrictions, a significant backlog has developed. The need to once again return to level 
5 restrictions for reasons of public health has inevitably impacted further on delays to driver 
testing. During the level 5 period, driving tests will be available only to those who are involved 
in essential services, including essential retail work.   

While the service is limited during level 5 restrictions, the Road Safety Authority is exam-
ining ways of increasing the number of tests within health constraints with an eye to resuming 
wider testing after level 5. This includes increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce 
and, over time, eliminate the backlog.

Following discussions with the RSA, my Department has approved the hiring of a further 
40 temporary testers for 22 months, and the process of recruitment is now underway.  However 
it will take some time for people to be selected and trained.

These new hires will be in addition to the 36 temporary testers who I previously gave sanc-
tion to rehire during 2020. 

These measures will help to increase testing capacity.  However, I would like to stressthat 
many of the issues impacting on the delivery of service are concerned with the throughput of 
centres themselves in light of the restrictions, rather than on the availability of staff.

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols. 

The Department has been in discussions with the RSA on how to return to the normal target 
for the maximum waiting time, which is around ten weeks.  It is clear that it will not be possible 
to arrive at this quickly, given restraints which must be in place due to the pandemic.  It is im-
portant to recognise that there are no quick fixes and that the continuing build-up of applications 
as the pandemic goes on means that it will take time to reach a normal waiting time.  

Covid-19 has also had a profound effect on the delivery of the Road Safety Authority’s 
driver theory testing services and a significant backlog has developed.   Under current level 5 
restrictions, the driver theory test has not been deemed to be an essential service. As a conse-
quence, the service is closed while level 5 restrictions remain in place.  

The RSA, together with its service provider, have put plans in place to increase capacity in 
the service for when it can re-open.  This will see an increase in capacity from an average pre 
Covid19 level of 15,000 appointments per calendar month to up to 50,000 when the service 
resumes. This will help manage the backlog of customers and shorten waiting times.  Much 
like the driver testing service, it will take time for the theory test service to return to normal 
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waiting times.

The NCT has been identified as an essential service, and as a result, it is not expected that 
there will be any interruptions to the service. With this in mind, I do not foresee any backlog 
arising as a direct result of the lockdown in January 2021.

Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) are entirely independent operators and neither the 
Road Safety Authority nor the Department can dictate how they run their individual businesses.

24/03/2021WRR02600Covid-19 Tests

24/03/2021WRR02700363. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport his views on whether his 
refusal to introduce a mandatory system of airport testing for the past nine months of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic has directly led to the soar in positive cases and deaths in Ireland; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1395/21]

24/03/2021WRR02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Ire-
land’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic and international travel is determined by Govern-
ment taking account of expert public health advice.

A range of mitigating measures have been put in place on aircraft and at the airports with 
the objective of protecting public health. Specific sectoral protocols for travel by air and sea 
were developed in consultation with the public health authorities and with industry, who are 
implementing the measures. These travel protocols incorporate European guidance concern-
ing air travel health safety  and set out the expectations and requirements on industry to ensure 
safety of passengers, staff and crew as regards public health and include key requirements 
such as health declarations by passengers at check-in; allowing only passengers intending to 
travel to enter airport terminal buildings; the wearing of face coverings by passengers and 
staff, increased sanitation measures in relation to aircraft, airports, and where possibly physical 
distancing . The Protocols for the Safe Management of Passengers (by air and sea) in light of 
COVID-19 are available on gov.ie.

Air Carriers have made the use of face coverings onboard aircraft mandatory. Airports and 
Air carriers have in place enhanced cleaning and disinfection procedures, promotion of hand 
hygiene, respiratory etiquette, and limiting contact with surfaces, through announcements and 
signage and provision of hand sanitisers. Further to this, Air Carriers have reduced in-flight 
service. 

Air Carriers provide for physical distancing of passengers where possible. However, subject 
to passenger load, configuration and operational considerations, physical distancing will not 
always be possible on-board aircraft. This is mitigated by, among other measures, the use of 
High-Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filters which have been installed in all modern com-
mercial jet aircraft and provides a higher level of health safety assurance. Air Carriers have put 
in place maximised fresh air intake and/or air filtration using HEPA Filters, or air conditioning 
as appropriate.  

Currently, passengers are asked to confirm in advance of their flight that they will not travel 
if they are symptomatic for Covid-19, have tested positive in the last 14 days; that they are a 
close contact of a confirmed case of Covid-19, have been advised by doctors to restrict their 
movements. If the answer to any of these questions is ‘yes’; the passenger is not permitted pas-
sage. 

 It is a mandatory requirement for passengers arriving in Ireland, including if they are travel-
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ling onwards to Northern Ireland, to complete a Covid-19 Passenger Locator Form. The form 
must also be filled out by those who arrive via Northern Ireland and have been overseas in the 
14 days prior to  arrival in Ireland.

The form must be completed online during the 48 hours prior to arrival and allows incom-
ing passengers to be directly informed on the up to date public health advice and also supports 
contact tracing in event of a passenger testing positive for Covid-19.  An exemption from com-
pleting the form is in place for providers of essential supply chain services such as hauliers, 
pilots and maritime staff.

Since 16 January 2021, all passengers arriving into Ireland (unless exempt) are required to 
have evidence of a negative or ‘not detected’ result from a pre-departure COVID-19 RT-PCR 
test that was carried out no more than 72 hours prior to arrival in Ireland.  Passengers are asked 
to present evidence of their negative/not detected result before boarding their airplane and will 
be denied boarding if they cannot produce such evidence or do not claim to fall into an exempt 
category.

Since 4 February 2021, a 14-day quarantine period must be undertaken at the address speci-
fied on the Passenger Locator Form. Persons who travel from another country to Ireland, and 
arrive via Northern Ireland, must also observe the mandatory quarantine regime.

 Passengers may only leave their place of residence during the quarantine period for un-
avoidable reasons of an emergency nature to protect a person’s health or welfare, or to leave 
the State. Passengers may also leave to take a RT-PCR test no less than 5 days after their arrival 
– if they receive written confirmation that the result of this test is negative/’not detected’ their 
period of quarantine can end.  They must retain the written confirmation of their test result for 
at least 14 days. 

 The limited exemptions from the requirement to complete mandatory quarantine are:

- Patients travelling for urgent medical reasons

- international transport workers in possession of an Annex 3 Certificate; Drivers of Heavy 
Goods Vehicles; Aviation and maritime crew

- Gardaí/defence forces, while carrying out their duties

- travel to the State pursuant to an arrest warrant, extradition proceedings or other manda-
tory legal obligation

- diplomats, or travel to perform the function of or provide services to an office holder or 
elected representative

- transit passengers who arrive for the purposes of travelling to another state, and who do 
not leave the port or airport.

From Friday the 26 March mandatory quarantine at a designated facility will be required for 
passengers who have been in the designated ‘high risk’ countries in the 14 days prior to their 
arrival in Ireland.

24/03/2021WRR02900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRR03000364. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the current guidelines regard-
ing capacity for public and private transport with regard to buses, trains and taxis; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [1394/21]

24/03/2021WRR03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally.   Continued operation of the public trans-
port sector is important, and public transport was designated amongst the essential services that 
have continued to operate during the Covid crisis.  I would like to thank all operators and their 
staff for their continued dedication to providing this vital service in such challenging times.  A 
number of measures have been introduced across the system, guided by public health advice, to 
ensure the safe operation of services during the pandemic, including enhanced cleaning regimes 
and social distancing measures across the network.   

The Government’s “Living with Covid Plan” and subsequent “Recovery and Resilience 
Plan” sets out capacity guidance for public transport at each of the 5 risk levels identified in 
the Plan and provides guidance for the public about using public transport at the different risk 
levels:  including that wearing face coverings is mandatory, and encouraging the use of off-peak 
services and sustainable active travel alternative options, where feasible.  

The country moved from Level 3 to Level 5 of the Plan with a number of specific adjust-
ments at Midnight on 24 December meaning public transport went from using 50% to 25% of 
vehicle capacity with effect from 26 December.  Further announcements were made by An Tao-
iseach on the 30 December and 6 January introducing  additional health restrictions including 
the closure of all non-essential businesses and schools with public transport continuing to oper-
ate at 25% of vehicle capacity.  The NTA has advised customers to continue to only use public 
transport for necessary journeys and to avoid peak-time travel.  The advice is aimed at ensuring 
public transport is safeguarded for those who need it most and in particular frontline workers.

Both my Department and the NTA are closely monitoring public transport demand and 
will continue to be guided by public health advice.  

The Deputy also asks about the current guidelines regarding capacity for taxis.  Although, the 
recent guidelines state that capacity in the context of public transport is restricted to 25%,  the 
NTA has informed me that this is understood to relate to mass public transport which small 
public service vehicles do not provide. The guidance previously outlined in respect of SPSV us-
age during Level 5 restrictions therefore stands i.e. that it is permissible, during the COVID-19 
emergency period and in line with Public Health guidance on social distancing, for SPSV driv-
ers to restrict the seating of passengers to the rear seats as physical distancing is important to 
help slow the spread of coronavirus. 

Where the Public Health advice on social distancing cannot be maintained, drivers and pas-
sengers should maintain as much distance as possible. Drivers and passengers are also required 
to comply with the regulations concerning face coverings and journeys should be kept to 15 
minutes or less wherever possible.  Good ventilation (i.e. keeping the windows open) is also 
recommended to reduce the risk of transmission.

24/03/2021WRR03200Brexit Supports

24/03/2021WRR03300365. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the protocols put in place for 
Ireland’s ports to deal with knock on affects from Brexit; the protocols put in place for Irish 
roads linking or close to depots and sorting centres here to ensure regular traffic is not adversely 
impacted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1393/21]
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24/03/2021WRR03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Since 2018, detailed work has been un-
derway across Government, led by the Department for Public Expenditure and Reform, to in-
vest in the infrastructure, systems, and staffing required for additional checks and controls for 
trade with Great Britain at Dublin Port, Rosslare Europort and Dublin Airport. The State Agen-
cies - Revenue, the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine, and the HSE have each 
put protocols in place to manage the operation of the checks and controls. Likewise they have 
worked together to harmonise their approaches to the extent possible and to ensure minimal 
disruption to the port operations.  I am aware that the agencies are continuing to monitor, assess 
and where feasible enhance the systems and procedures in place. 

In light of the potential for Brexit-related traffic congestion at the Port to impact on adjacent 
roads, the Port Tunnel, and the motorway system, a Traffic Management Group, chaired by 
my Department and including representatives of Transport Infrastructure Ireland, Dublin City 
Council, An Garda Siochána, OPW, Revenue Commissioners and Dublin Port Company was 
established. The Groups’ remit was to consider and put in place contingency plans for the po-
tential knock-on impacts on city traffic management in advance of the original Brexit deadline 
of 29 March 2019.

This Traffic Management Group developed a contingency plan which defined the roles and 
actions of the various agencies and the associated communications plan operational plan.  Fol-
lowing that, and prior to the end of the Transition Period on 31 December 2020, the plan was 
updated to take into account developments that occurred in the intervening period. Details of 
the  Plan were published on Gov.ie in December 2020. 

Since 31 December 2020, traffic levels in the Port and on the adjacent road network have 
been lower than anticipated and there has been no requirement to activate the Traffic Manage-
ment Plan. The traffic levels, including through the Port Tunnel, are being actively monitored 
by Dublin City Council, Dublin Port Company and Transport Infrastructure Ireland as part of 
the Traffic Management Group. This ongoing and coordinated monitoring provides the infor-
mation necessary to the Traffic Management Group to trigger implementation of a phased traffic 
management response, if required.

24/03/2021WRR03500Rail Network

24/03/2021WRR03600366. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport his plans to expand the 
passenger and freight rail network including the Navan rail line and the Western rail corridor 
given that 2021 is the European Year of Rail; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1839/21]

24/03/2021WRR03700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Programme for Government – Our 
Shared Future sets out a very clear vision to fundamentally change the nature of transport in 
Ireland and I believe that rail has a role to play in achieving that change.

The Deputy is right to highlight that 2021 has been designated by the European Union as 
the Year of Rail and I believe that this Government is demonstrating its commitment to that 
designation in a number of different ways.

First and foremost, there is the investment planned in improving rail infrastructure and 
services. In this year’s Budget I secured additional funding to allow for track improvements on 
the Dublin – Cork line and to accelerate the lift / escalator replacement programme, which im-
proves the accessibility of the network generally and particularly for those with reduced mobil-
ity. Throughout the year, construction will continue on the new National Train Control Centre, 
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as well as the 41 additional rail carriages ordered for the commuter rail fleet, while it is expected 
that the City Centre Resignalling Project will be completed this year too. 

I also expect to bring to bring the DART+ Preliminary Business Case to Government for 
its approval under the Public Spending Code. This will be the largest ever investment in the 
network in the history of the State and can potentially transform rail services across the Greater 
Dublin Area, including along the Dunboyne line in Meath. In recent weeks the Deputy will have 
seen funding announced to support works at Ceannt Station in Galway, as well as Oranmore 
which complement the announcements made last year in relation to Waterford station and there 
are also improvements planned for Colbert Station in Limerick.  

These investments are all in addition to the approximately €202million of investment that 
will occur this year in the protection and renewal of the network as part of the €1billion 5-year 
Infrastructure Manager Multi-Annual Contract and which increases service reliability and 
punctuality, improves journey times and ensures continued safety of rail services. 

Secondly, there is a need to continue to plan for the future and again this year will see signif-
icant progress. At a national level, we will shortly launch a strategic rail review which will ex-
amine all aspects of inter-urban and inter-regional rail on the island of Ireland. This review will 
consider the potential for high-higher speed and will also examine the potential for increased 
rail freight on the network. At a regional level, there is work underway in both the Limerick-
Shannon metropolitan area and the Greater Dublin Area to develop a new transport strategy 
in the first instance and review the existing strategy in the second. This review in the Greater 
Dublin Area will allow for a reconsideration of the potential of a Navan rail link and I have no 
doubt the Deputy will welcome the review and the consultation planned for later in the year. 

I am looking forward to participating in the European Year of Rail 2021, and any associated 
events, as we seek to improve and develop the rail infrastructure and service offering for our 
citizens.

24/03/2021WRR03800Public Service Obligation Services

24/03/2021WRR03900367. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if further emergency PSO 
funding will need to be provided to support the public bus and rail services; the amount in-
tended to be provided in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1840/21]

24/03/2021WRR04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally.  Since 2010, the award of Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) funding falls under the independent statutory remit of the NTA.  The alloca-
tions to the companies are decided by the NTA in exercise of its statutory mandate and in ac-
cordance with the various contract arrangements that it has in place with PSO service providers.    

Public transport’s designation as an essential service throughout the pandemic means that, 
although fare revenues have collapsed, most of the cost of operations remains and must con-
tinue to be met in order to fulfil Government’s broader policy objectives.   For 2021, I secured 
in excess of €640m from the Exchequer in respect of the PSO and Local Link allocations to 
public transport operators. By comparison, the level of PSO and Local Link funding provided 
in 2019 was in the region of €300m.

An additional amount of €30m is provided in 2021 as ongoing support for the licensed bus 
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sector. In January 2021, the Government agreed that the Department and the NTA can continue 
to provide financial support to that sector for an initial extension of 3 months with an option 
to extend contracts on a monthly basis subject to engagement with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform. 

Due to the current Level 5 restrictions in operation, fare revenues on all modes of public 
transport continue to be severely depressed. My Department, in conjunction with NTA, will 
continue to monitor PSO, Rural Transport funding and other commercial bus support during 
2021.

24/03/2021WRR04100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRR04200368. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if he is satisfied that it is 
safe for driving instructors, driving testers and NCT workers to continue working during the 
current Covid-19 restrictions; the assessments conducted to inform this view and supports pro-
vided to keep workers safe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1841/21]

24/03/2021WRR04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
operation of the NCT and Driver Testing Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA), and as such the RSA, and its service providers, are responsible for 
the health and safety of staff under health and safety legislation, including assessments of their 
various functions, and developing safety protocols to ensure the safety of their workers. The 
RSA have provided the Department with comprehensive information concerning the measures 
that have been put in place across all their services to ensure they can continue in a safe manner 
and in line with HSE and HSA guidelines.

The Department notes that since the resumption of the Driver Testing Service in the sum-
mer 2020, in spite of the inherent risks in a service which inevitably involves testers and test 
candidates in close proximity in a confined space, there has been no case of Covid transmission 
during the driving test.  

Under current level 5 restrictions, driver tests are continuing but at a significantly reduced 
capacity, due to the suspension of tests for all but essential workers. 

Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) are entirely independent operators and neither the 
Road Safety Authority nor the Department can dictate how they run their individual businesses. 
The level 5 legislation introduced by the Minister of Health means that driving instruction can 
continue as an essential service, albeit in extremely limited circumstances. It does not mean 
that instruction has to continue, or that driving instructors are obliged to teach against their will. 
It is up to each driving instructor or driving school to make the appropriate choices to protect 
themselves, their families, and their customers.

24/03/2021WRR04400National Development Plan

24/03/2021WRR04500369. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the areas under his remit 
he hopes to improve under the upcoming review of the National Development Plan 2018 to 
2027; the new criteria to assess the need for roads projects; if he has secured a commitment for 
additional funding for new or expanded roads and other projects; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1842/21]

24/03/2021WRR04600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
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sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to bring forward the review of the 
National Development Plan (NDP) and to use the review to set out an updated NDP for the pe-
riod to 2030.   The review of the NDP is a broad and wide ranging review. It seeks to strengthen 
the alignment with the National Planning Framework and Project Ireland 2040 as well as to 
take into account key developments since the launch of the current NDP in 2018. It will exam-
ine developments in the context of each National Strategic Outcome. It will take into account 
the commitments set out in the Programme for Government. It will also take into account the 
impacts of “Brexit” and Covid-19 as well as reflect key policy developments in areas such as 
Climate Change and the completion of Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSESs) for 
the three Assembly Regions. 

Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015, and in line with the NDP, the planning, design and con-
struction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned. TII ultimately delivers the National Roads 
Programme in line with Project Ireland 2040, the National Planning Framework and the NDP.

Phase 2 of the NDP review will entail setting ten year capital ceilings out to 2030 as well as 
rolling five year Departmental ceilings. This phase has not yet commenced and funding deci-
sions for the Department’s investment programmes will not take place until this phase of the 
review.

24/03/2021WRR04700Driver Test

24/03/2021WRR04800370. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the reason that online 
driver theory tests for those learning to drive a car are not available given that theory tests for 
those learning to drive buses and trucks are; his views on whether an online theory test for car 
learner drivers can help reduce the current backlog; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [1843/21]

24/03/2021WRR04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department had previously requested that the Road Safety Authority, as the body legally re-
sponsible for the driver theory test, examine whether theory tests can be taken on line remotely 
and what is required to do so. 

 Remote theory testing has been trialled, during the months of December and January, on a 
pilot basis for those taking a theory test for trucks and buses. The pilot is now being evaluated 
and the RSA is committed to extending the service for all theory test types during 2021. There 
will be a limit on the number of customers that can avail of the service during the initial rollout 
phase, but the objective is that it should be an option for all theory test customers during later 
phases of the rollout.  

As remote testing facilitates additional capacity whilst also enabling the service to continue 
in the event of further lockdowns, it would be expected this would greatly help in returning the 
service to normal waiting times.

24/03/2021WRR05000Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRR05100371. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Transport if his Department is con-
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sidering changes to the current driver licensing regulations for holders of foreign licences in 
particular for holders of a full US licence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15619/21]

24/03/2021WRR05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
There is a distinction between motorists with a foreign driving licence visiting Ireland and those 
living in Ireland. For non-residents, currently under the Convention on Road Traffic 1949 (Ge-
neva Convention), drivers from Contracting States carrying a valid driver’s licence can drive on 
each other’s roads for up to a year when visiting. Residents in Ireland must have an EU licence.

Irish driver licensing law operates within a framework of EU law.  It is important to remem-
ber that driver licensing law exists to ensure that people licensed to drive on our roads meet high 
standards of safety.  The standards for testing drivers are set at EU level.

As such, all EU driving licences are exchangeable when a person moves from one Member 
State to another.  In the case of non-EU jurisdictions, we may make bilateral agreements on 
licence exchange.  These agreements can be made only when the relevant authorities in each 
jurisdiction have studied and compared the two licensing regimes, so that each side can be 
satisfied that they are compatible.  On the Irish side, this task is undertaken by the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA).

The RSA has previously explored reaching agreement on exchange with the USA. How-
ever, US driver licensing operates at state rather than federal level, meaning that there are 
50 licensing systems with widely varying standards and indeed widely varying road safety 
performance, many with levels of road fatalities significantly worse than most EU countries.  
Agreement with any one state would mean taking into account the exchange relations between 
that state and the other 49.  The RSA determined that agreement would not be possible, without 
endangering road users in Ireland.

When people come to Ireland with a non-exchangeable licence, we have no option but to 
require them to go through the process of obtaining an Irish licence.  This is a matter of public 
safety.  While many may have a safe driving record, we have no way of measuring this.  

People with a full but non-exchangeable licence go through the normal driver learning pro-
cess but can avail of the shorter Essential Driver Training of 6 lessons instead of the usual 12, 
and they do not have to be a learner for the usual minimum of 6 months before taking a driving 
test.

Some might have preferred to abolish the EDT altogether for people in this position but it 
is clear that some lessons would be useful in helping people to adjust to Irish driving rules and 
conditions and in preparing people for the driving test.

24/03/2021WRR05300Road Safety

24/03/2021WRR05400372. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 231 of 10 December 2020, if a bridge inspection has been completed at the N70 
bridge at Castlemaine, County Kerry; if remedial works have been identified; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15623/21]

24/03/2021WRR05500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development 
Plan (NDP), the operation and management of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
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port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRR05600Driver Test

24/03/2021WRR05700373. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport his plans to help the RSA 
deal with the inevitable backlog of driver test applications that it faces as Covid-19 restrictions 
ease. [15649/21]

24/03/2021WRR05800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test service is not currently operating as normal due to the impact of Covid-19. Tests 
are only available, under Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions, to those involved in the provision of 
essential services. 

RSA driver testers are undertaking driving tests in extraordinarily difficult conditions in the 
current Covid19 environment. The driving test is conducted in an enclosed space for a period 
of over 15 minutes, where physical distancing is not possible. 

Given the significant risk to testers when conducting a driving test, Government has deemed 
that the driver testing service should be available ONLY for essential workers in Level 5 Co-
vid-19 restrictions.  The Road Safety Authority offers driving tests to those who can produce 
evidence that they are involved in essential services.  

I fully appreciate the difficulties that this poses for learners. I must emphasise, however, 
that this decision has been taken in line with official public health recommendations that every-
one in Ireland work to limit the spread of the virus by staying at home in so far as is possible 
and minimising social contacts.

My Department is liaising with the RSA on an ongoing basis to help the service meet the 
growing demand for tests within the current public health situation.  An additional 40 driver tes-
ters have been authorised, along with 36 approved for retention or rehire in 2020. Recruitment 
has commenced and a panel will be formed. However, hiring of testers requires advertising, 
selecting candidates and training. Newly hired testers require 7 weeks of training in order to be 
ready. Training is given by experienced testers, so while new hires are in training the capacity 
of the service is reduced. 

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols. 

Until Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions have been eased, no progress can be made on address-
ing the backlog; however, the Road Safety Authority has plans in place for when the service is 
allowed to resume for all learner permit holders to be tested at the earliest possible date, and a 
gradual return of driving test times to their pre-Covid levels.

24/03/2021WRR05900Road Tolls

24/03/2021WRR06000374. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport the impact the loss of toll 
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income has had on the road projects that Transport Infrastructure Ireland is carrying out. 
[15650/21]

24/03/2021WRR06100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme. Once fund-
ing arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the 
Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the upgrading, 
construction and management of individual national roads is a matter for TII in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned. Matters relating to the day to day operations regarding 
national roads, including toll roads and the income yield therein, are within the remit of TII. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply.  Please ad-
vise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working day

24/03/2021WRR06200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRR06300375. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport his plans to meet driving 
instructor representatives regarding the conditions of their work during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
[15651/21]

24/03/2021WRR06400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Ap-
proved Driving Instructors (ADIs) are not employed either by my Department or the Road Safe-
ty Authority. Individual instructors and  schools function as entirely independent private opera-
tors and neither my Department nor the Authority can dictate their work conditions or how 
they choose to run their businesses. It is up to each instructor or school to make the appropriate 
choices to protect themselves and their families.

I understand moreover that the Authority has been in regular communication with ADIs right 
through the pandemic and has provided timely updates as to the status of driving instruction 
under various levels of Covid restrictions.  In particular, the ADI Stakeholder Forum, which is 
recognised as the only broadly based representative forum for the ADI community as a whole, 
has an ongoing and constructive engagement with the Road Safety Authority.  I understand 
that the Forum has just recently been invited to make a submission to the Oireachtas Transport 
Committee on behalf of ADIs as whole and I look forward to their engagement.

  Question No. 376 answered with Question No. 310.

24/03/2021WRR06600Bus Services

24/03/2021WRR06700377. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the status of the Programme 
for Government commitment to require that all new urban buses be electric hybrid or electric; 
if this plan has begun; the percentage of new buses that are hybrid or electric since March 2020; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15665/21]

24/03/2021WRR06800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  As the Deputy is aware, 
the Programme for Government makes a commitment that all new urban buses will be electric 
hybrid or electric. This commitment reflects the technologies currently available in the area of 
urban fleets as opposed to those fleets which service longer regional and rural routes. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has certain statutory responsibilities for the plan-
ning and development of public transport infrastructure, including the procurement of the na-
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tional bus fleet.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

  Question No. 378 answered with Question No. 306.

24/03/2021WRR07000Brexit Issues

24/03/2021WRR07100379. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport the implications following 
Brexit in regard to the UK land bridge and the supply chain; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1845/21]

24/03/2021WRR07200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): A key priority for my Department in the 
lead up to the end of the transition period was to ensure continued freight connectivity with both 
our UK and EU markets. Over the first two months of 2021 we have seen substantial changes 
in volumes and flows in these markets as businesses reacted and adjusted to the new trading 
environment.

Analyses by the Irish Maritime Development Office for my Department shows that for the 
first two months of 2021 there was a decline of 39% in the number of Roll-on / Roll-off trailer 
units on Ireland-GB routes (including 50% on the Holyhead – Dublin route) when compared to 
the same period in 2020. 

The analyses indicated an increase in the number of trailer units of 78% on direct Ireland 
– EU routes. It estimated an overall decline in RoRo units to and from Ireland of 20%.  The 
IMDO concluded this overall decline can be attributed to two main issues: economic factors 
(e.g. stockpiling in Q4 2020, covid supressed demand) and shifting trade patterns.

The most noted impact is the decline on the Central and Southern Corridors with the biggest 
impact, in volume terms, on Dublin Port. This is partly explained by the volumes in some cases 
using NI ports rather than Dublin, by the diversion of GB Landbridge traffic to direct services, 
and also the impacts of stockpiling in Q4 2020. The overall situation is seriously impacted by 
Covid and the collapse in passenger numbers.

The drop in volumes on these corridors are of particular concern to my Department. Prior 
to 1 January 2021, the GB Landbridge was the preferred route to EU markets for accompanied 
RoRo traffic as it was the most reliable and the shortest route to continental EU markets. Since 
the 1 January, we have seen a considerable transfer of this traffic to direct routes to continental 
ports. 

The available capacity provided by shipping companies to facilitate this transfer is very 
welcome and I expect that increased volumes on these direct services will remain a feature of 
the future. However, from a national perspective, the Central and Southern routes are also of 
strategic importance to Ireland for accessing GB markets and also as a viable option for con-
tinuing trade with the EU via the GB Landbridge.

Concerns around transiting the Landbridge have been raised on a number of occasions with 
my Department, including in our Shipping Stakeholder Forum and our Haulage and Logistics 
Stakeholder forum. The UK’s accession to the Common Transit Convention (CTC) allows EU 
goods to transit through the UK without undergoing full customs import and export formali-
ties on entry and exit from the UK. To avail of the benefits of the CTC, there are certain new 
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requirements, including new paperwork, as well as the need for each consignment to have a 
financial guarantee in place to cover the potential customs duties and other taxes at risk during 
the movement.

Ireland continues to work with neighbouring Member States and the European Commission 
to ensure that the UK landbridge remains a viable route to market for Irish traders including 
most recently a meeting between French and Irish officials to review experiences in the first two 
months after Brexit. There is also ongoing contact between Irish and Welsh officials on Brexit 
issues arising, including in relation to the use of the Landbridge. 

In relation to the new border controls, the relevant State agencies continue to work around 
the clock to ensure trade can flow to the greatest extent possible. Where difficulties have arisen 
for users in specific cases, the State agencies are engaging directly – whether with the compa-
nies, representative organisations or individual drivers – to get the issues resolved.

24/03/2021WRS00200Cross-Border Co-operation

24/03/2021WRS00300380. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport the engagement he has 
had with the Northern Ireland Executive in furthering cross-Border infrastructure projects; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1846/21]

24/03/2021WRS00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Irish Government’s commitments 
under the New Decade, New Approach (NDNA) agreement include working through the North 
South Ministerial Council (NSMC) to help deliver infrastructure projects that will benefit peo-
ple across the island, to achieve greater connectivity, North and South, and investing in the 
North West region and in Border Communities. 

These commitments are reflected in the Shared Island chapter of our Programme for Gov-
ernment, ensuring their delivery is at the heart of the work of this Government. Specifically, 
the Government has recommitted to the funding of £75 million over the next three years for 
the A5 project and agreed the launch of restoration work on phase 2 of the Ulster Canal proj-
ect, including with the support of €6 million from the Shared Island Fund. Work on a strategic 
review of the rail network on the Island of Ireland and the review to explore the potential for 
re-establishing viable air routes is advancing, and the Narrow Water bridge and cross-border 
Greenways continue to be a key priorities. 

Progressing these projects is the primary focus of my discussions with Minister Nichola 
Mallon, MLA at both the NSMC Plenary (31 July and 18 December 2020) and Transport Sec-
toral (7 October 2020) formations. I have also had direct bilateral engagement with Minister 
MaIlon after the aforementioned Plenary meetings and on 25 September 2020 and 27 January 
2021, respectively. My Department is also in regular contact with the Department for Infra-
structure, Northern Ireland in order to progress the transport infrastructure projects that fall 
under NDNA.

I look forward to continuing this engagement with Minister Mallon at the next NSMC 
Transport Sectoral meeting which is schedeuled for 16 April 2021.

24/03/2021WRS00500Road Projects

24/03/2021WRS00600381. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport the position on the provision 
of a ring road in Tipperary town (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [1353/21]

24/03/2021WRS00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.  In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this road project,  pending also the 
Government’s proposed review of the NDP.  

The strategic transport issues for national roads are being considered in the context of the 
ongoing review of the nationwide NDP. As part of this review for national roads, I am focused 
on how to help achieve compact growth, removal of congestion within our towns, and decar-
bonisation, among other objectives. Several towns, including Tipperary town, will be consid-
ered in this light.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRS00800Driver Test

24/03/2021WRS00900382. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Transport the position on the delays 
being experienced by essential workers who have applied to sit a driving test (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1354/21]

24/03/2021WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der Covid19 Level 5 Government restrictions, candidates can attend their scheduled driving 
test appointment provided they are involved in the provision of essential services or essential 
retail outlets. Details on what is included in the list of essential workers and retail outlets can 
be found at  www.gov.ie 

The Road Safety Authority has advised it has set up a dedicated webform for essential 
workers at https://www.rsa.ie/en/RSA/Learner-Drivers/The-Driving-Test/Request-an-urgent-
driving-test/.  This webform will allow customers to assess whether they qualify for an urgent 
test appointment and if so, to submit an application for same. If the applicant’s request is ac-
cepted, they will be placed on a short notice list and may be called for a test with as little as one 
days’ notice.

Because the RSA can only test essential workers at this time, there is currently surplus ca-
pacity in the system.  Any essential worker, within the terms of the public health regulations, 
who applies for a test should not encounter any undue delays in obtaining an appointment.

24/03/2021WRS01100Cycling Facilities

24/03/2021WRS01200383. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the discussions he 
has had with local authorities on the development of cycling infrastructure across Dublin in 
particular without a statutory public consultation process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38402/20]

24/03/2021WRS01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Pro-
gramme for Government – Our Shared Future sets out an ambitious and wide-ranging set of 
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commitments in relation to walking and cycling, supported by an increased multi-annual bud-
getary allocation amounting to some €1.8 billion over the planned lifetime of the Government. 

I held meetings with the four Dublin local authorities in recent months. The purpose of those 
meetings was to discuss Government’s ambition in the area of active travel and the important 
role of local authorities in delivering upon that ambition. Issues regarding delivery of projects, 
including any consultations related thereto, are a matter for the relevant local authority.

24/03/2021WRS01400Driver Test

24/03/2021WRS01500384. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport when a person (details sup-
plied) will be issued a date for their driver theory test; if there is an option for them to sit the test 
remotely; and the length of time it will take to process the backlog of theory tests once level 5 
restrictions are lifted. [15682/21]

24/03/2021WRS01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
scheduling of candidates’ driving theory tests is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority 
and I have no information on individual cases.

The Driver Theory Test has not been deemed to be an essential service under Level 5 restric-
tions. The service will remain closed while level 5 restrictions remain in place.  While I fully 
appreciate the inconvenience this poses, I must emphasise, that this decision has been taken 
in line with official public health recommendations that everyone in Ireland work to limit the 
spread of the virus by staying at home in so far as is possible and minimising social contacts. 

The RSA is engaging with its service provider to examine ways of increasing the number of 
tests within the current health constraints for when services resume. In this regard, the aim is to 
double capacity at test centres over a three-month period. Subject to decisions on future Covid 
19 restrictions, this will mean that additional capacity would be made available in April, May 
and June 2021.

Normal capacity before the pandemic was approximately 15,000 tests per month.  When the 
service reopened in July 2020, this was increased to 25,000 to deal with the backlog which had 
developed by that point.  Based on the capacity of 25,000 tests per month, the aim is to provide 
an additional 25,000 tests per month on top of this for the first 3 months of reopening, or a total 
of 75,000 extra test appointments over the three-month period. This would make substantial 
inroads into numbers waiting over that time period.

In addition to the increased capacity initiative, the RSA is working to deliver an online 
driver theory test service. The online service has been trialled on a pilot basis for those taking a 
theory test for trucks and buses and is now being evaluated with a view to extending the online 
service to all test types during 2021. However, scaling up operations to facilitate higher num-
bers will take time to achieve.

24/03/2021WRS01700Road Traffic Accidents

24/03/2021WRS01800385. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide statis-
tics for road deaths (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15691/21]

24/03/2021WRS01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Pro-
visional data gathered by An Garda Síochána and published by the Road Safety Authority point 
to a total of 132 road fatalities in the 12 month period from the beginning of March 2020 to the 
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end of February 2021. 

These figures show a decrease as compared to the equivalent 12 month period immediately 
prior to the imposition of public health restrictions, whereby a total of 140 road fatalities were 
recorded between the beginning of March 2019 to the end of February 2020. The closure of 
licensed premises as a result of these restrictions is but one of a number of complex factors that 
may have contributed to the overall reduction in deaths.

I remind the Deputy that both sets of figures are strictly provisional and remain subject to 
adjustment.

24/03/2021WRS02000National Broadband Plan

24/03/2021WRS02100386. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport the engagements of his 
Departmental officials with Transport Infrastructure Ireland on planning and road opening li-
cences for the roll-out of the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15708/21]

24/03/2021WRS02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department has not been involved 
in detailed discussions relating to the roll-out of the broadband plan but is aware that there 
is significant engagement between the Local Government Management Agency and National 
Broadband Ireland. 

More generally, Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) has participated, along with my De-
partment, in the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce Implementation Group since the in-
ception of the Taskforce in 2016. In that time TII has undertaken a number of actions to enhance 
the use and availability of its motorway ducting to telecoms operators.  This included the instal-
lation of ducting on sections of motorway where no ducting previously existed (in most cases 
due to the fact that the motorways had been constructed prior to the decision to install ducting 
as a general design provision on motorways).  The installation of ducting in gap sections has 
ensured the availability of continuous ducting on the M7 between Kildare and Limerick and on 
the M8 between Portlaoise and Cork. 

As an action from its involvement in the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskgroup, TII has 
also upgraded its standards to provide for the installation of ducting in the verges of all new 
road schemes – not only motorway sections.

24/03/2021WRS02300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRS02400387. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the action taken to pre-
vent the use of drones to record and broadcast race meetings here during the Covid-19 restric-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15726/21]

24/03/2021WRS02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) is the competent authority in relation to aviation safety regula-
tion, including for drones. The IAA is aware of ongoing issues at certain racecourses in relation 
to drone activity and has indicated that, if it is notified of such issues, an IAA inspector can be 
present at the race meeting to coordinate with An Garda Síochána concerning intervention from 
an aviation safety perspective if required.
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24/03/2021WRS02600Road Safety Authority

24/03/2021WRS02700388. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport the number of registered driving 
instructors that are registered with the Road Safety Authority; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15740/21]

24/03/2021WRS02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
this is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority I have forwarded the Deputy’s query 
to the Authority for direct response. I would ask that he contact my Department if no reply is 
received within ten working days.

  Question No. 389 answered with Question No. 328.

24/03/2021WRS03000Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRS03100390. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport if an effort can be made to re-
new urgently driving licences for those whose licences have expired and who due to Covid-19-
related delays cannot get a prompt renewal but require a valid licence for driving internationally 
for work. [15782/21]

24/03/2021WRS03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): A 
further extension to the expiry dates of driving licences was introduced from March, following 
the new revision to the relevant EU legislation, which was made in response to the continued 
disruption caused by Covid-19 to driver licensing services in Ireland and across the EU. 

The extension will apply to different groups of licence holders, including those who ben-
efited from extensions in 2020, as follows:

- Any licence holder, who has not already renewed, and whose licence expired between 1 
March 2020 and 31 May 2020 will have a new expiry date of 1 July 2021. 

- Any licence holder, who has not already renewed, and whose licence expired between 1 
June 2020 and 31 August 2020 will have thirteen months (which includes the previous exten-
sion) added to their expiry date. By way of example a licence which expired on 31 August 2020 
will have a new expiry date of 30 September 2021.

- Any licence holder, who has not already renewed and whose licence expiry date is between 
1 September 2020 and 30 June 2021 will have an extra ten months added to their expiry date. 
By way of example a licence which expires on 30 June 2021 will have a new expiry date of 30 
April 2022.

Drivers who are affected by the extension are encouraged to check the new expiry date 
of their driving licence by using the expiry date calculator on www.ndls.ie.

24/03/2021WRS03300Driver Licences

24/03/2021WRS03400391. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport if a person (details supplied) 
will be permitted to renew their licence as a matter of priority in view of the circumstances; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15813/21]

24/03/2021WRS03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
recent extensions to the validity of driving licences was granted under EU Regulation 2021/267 
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and are recognised across all EU  Member States.

A driving licence can not be renewed more than 3 months before the date of expiry of the 
licence. A licence due to expire in June 2021 will now have a new expiry date in April 2022.

24/03/2021WRS03600National Vehicle and Driver File

24/03/2021WRS03700392. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if the record of a motor 
vehicle that was exported (details supplied) will be updated by the driver and vehicle computer 
services division, Shannon, County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15816/21]

24/03/2021WRS03800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department through the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF) maintains a record of the 
‘registered owners’ of motor vehicles. Where a vehicle is being exported out of the State and 
being registered in another country, the owner is required to notify the Department of same and 
the vehicle is marked as exported on the NVDF. The records on the NVDF show that no such 
notification was received by the Department.

Notwithstanding the above, my officials have engaged with the individual concerned as re-
gards supporting documentation of the registration of the vehicle in the other State. I understand 
that the matter has been addressed to the vehicle owners satisfaction

24/03/2021WRS03900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRS04000393. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the level of intervention 
he will take in respect of State airports in the context of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic; and 
his plans to introduce a further round of financial assistance to State airports in 2021-22 in view 
of the real possibility that inward and outbound air travel may not be possible again in 2021. 
[15862/21]

24/03/2021WRS04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
the Deputy will be aware, from early in the Covid crisis, the Government put in place a broad 
range of unprecedented supports to help mitigate the effects of the pandemic on business, in-
cluding a wage subsidy scheme, grants, low-cost loans, a commercial rates waiver and deferred 
tax liabilities.  Irish airlines and airports have availed of over €200 million through these sup-
ports and some of these schemes have been extended until the end of June. Our State airports at 
Dublin, Cork and Shannon are availing of these supports.

In addition, in recognition of the very difficult circumstances being faced by airports and 
taking account of the recommendations of the Taskforce for Aviation Recovery, the Govern-
ment announced an €80 million funding package specifically for Irish aviation in November, 
2020, which includes funding for State airports in 2021.

As part of that package, €32.1 million has been allocated to a new Covid-19 Regional State 
Airports Programme. The State airports that will benefit from this funding are Cork and Shan-
non.  My Department is currently reviewing applications for capital supports under this Pro-
gramme and I expect recommendations for funding to be submitted to me for consideration 
shortly.  Cork and Shannon Airports will also be invited to apply for operational supports under 
this Programme, later in the year.

In addition to funding under the Covid-19 Regional State Airports Programme 2021, my 



24 March 2021

213

Department has also developed supplementary support schemes to help address liquidity issues 
at airports as a result of Covid-19.

These new schemes, for which a budget of €26 million has been allocated in 2021, were 
State aid approved by the European Commission on 24 February.

One of these schemes, with a budget of approximately €20 million, has been designed 
specifically to help compensate State airports for damage caused by Covid-19 in 2020.  The 
Scheme will provide the airports with the flexibility to roll out route incentives/charge rebates, 
in consultation with airlines, with a view to supporting recovery and growth of connectivity 
when circumstances allow.  State airports will be invited to apply for funding under this scheme 
shortly.

It cannot be excluded that further targeted supports may be required, particularly in the 
event that restrictions on travel remain in place throughout the forthcoming summer season and 
Government will continue to monitor the situation in this regard.

24/03/2021WRS04200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRS04300394. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the level of intervention 
he will take in respect of airlines in the context of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic; and if he 
plans to offer a financial assistance package to carriers. [15863/21]

24/03/2021WRS04400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Government has put in place a range of supports for businesses, including those in the aviation 
sector. The supports include the wage subsidy scheme, alleviation of commercial rates, deferral 
of tax liabilities, the COVID Restrictions Support Scheme, the Credit Guarantee Scheme, and 
the SBCI Working Capital Scheme.

As regards supports specifically targeted at the protection of employment, the Employment 
Wage Subsidy Schemes (EWSS) has been a key component of the Government’s response to 
the COVID-19 crisis to support viable firms and encourage employment amid these very chal-
lenging times and has been extended to the end of June 2021.

In November 2020, the Government also agreed a revised €80 million funding package 
specifically for Irish aviation in recognition of the very difficult circumstances facing the sec-
tor. The European Commission has approved, under EU State aid rules, a €26 million Irish aid 
scheme to compensate airport operators for the losses caused by the coronavirus outbreak. The 
aid consists of three measures: a damage compensation measure; an aid measure to support the 
airport operators up to a maximum of €1.8 million per beneficiary; and an aid measure to sup-
port the uncovered fixed costs of these companies. The aid will take the form of direct grants.

The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF), part of the National Treasury Management 
Agency (NTMA), has invested €150 million in debt funding in Aer Lingus. This is being made 
from ISIF’s €2 billion Pandemic Stabilisation and Recovery Fund (PSRF), which was estab-
lished in 2020 as a key support for medium and large Irish employers whose businesses have 
been affected by COVID-19. This funding, finalised in Q4 2020, is a three-year debt facility 
that will strengthen the airline’s liquidity position and is designed to complement the ongoing 
investment in the airline by its parent company, International Airlines Group (IAG).

It remains open to airlines to engage directly with the relevant agencies concerned with a 
view to drawing down supports, and the amount of any such funding sought would be a com-
mercial matter for the airlines concerned. 
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Any additional supports designed to facilitate growth of air traffic can only be progressed 
at the appropriate time, taking account of the outlook for the easing of travel restrictions and 
improving wider epidemiological conditions. 

I will continue to monitor the financial impact of COVID-19 on the Irish aviation sector on 
an ongoing basis in consultation with relevant Government Ministers and all key stakeholders.

24/03/2021WRS04500Rail Network

24/03/2021WRS04600395. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which he 
will encourage the modernisation of rail transport infrastructure by ensuring long-term invest-
ment to meet the rail transport needs of the public into the future; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15877/21]

24/03/2021WRS04700396. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which he 
continues to examine disused railway infrastructure such as tracks and stations with a view to 
their restoration for transport while acknowledging the development of greenways at such loca-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15878/21]

24/03/2021WRS04800407. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport if adequate provision 
can be made to upgrade rail stations in order to cater for increased passenger numbers in the 
context of the review of the current national development plan; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15889/21]

24/03/2021WRS04900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 395, 396 
and 407 together.

As the Deputy may be aware the Infrastructure Manager Multi Annual Contract (IMMAC) 
provides the funding framework for the maintenance and renewal of our railway infrastructure.  

Approximately €202million of investment will occur this year in the protection and renew-
al of the network’s infrastructure as part of the current €1billion 5-year IMMAC programme 
which will increase service reliability and punctuality, improves journey times and ensures 
continued safety of rail services. 

Additional funding was also allocated to allow for track improvements on the Dublin – Cork 
line and to accelerate the lift/escalator replacement programme, which improves rail stations 
and the accessibility of the network generally. 

With regard to disused rail lines, I am informed that Iarnród Éireann’s policy, which aligns 
with Government policy, is to make rail alignments available for Greenways where there is no 
realistic medium term prospect of an alignment being required for rail use.

Questions Nos. 397 and 398 answered with Question No. 54.

24/03/2021WRS05100Public Transport

24/03/2021WRS05200399. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which he 
expects public transport to play a major role in the future; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15881/21]

24/03/2021WRS05300401. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which the 
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general public have availed of rail transport services as an option over the past ten years to date; 
his plans to ensure increased and continued use in the future; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15883/21]

24/03/2021WRS05400402. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which the 
public and private transport sectors co-operate in order to provide adequate and convenient 
transport to the public in both urban and rural settings; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15884/21]

24/03/2021WRS05500404. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport his pans to enhance rural 
transport throughout County Kildare with particular reference to linkages between the public 
and private sectors and the introduction of new services to include any areas, urban or rural, not 
served by existing areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15886/21]

24/03/2021WRS05600406. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the degree to which the 
commuter towns of north County Kildare can expect improved rail and bus services in the fu-
ture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15888/21]

24/03/2021WRS05700408. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the number of railway 
carriages currently in use throughout the north County Kildare commuter routes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15890/21]

24/03/2021WRS05800409. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which he 
expects to ensure that the maximum number of rail passengers can be seated for health and 
safety purposes, personal comfort and convenience on rail services serving Leixlip, Maynooth, 
Kilcock, Hazelhatch and Sallins, County Kildare; the extent of his plans for any proposed up-
grading; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15891/21]

24/03/2021WRS05900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 399, 
401, 402, 404, 406, 408 and 409 together.

As the Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

From a policy perspective, there is a need for a fundamental change in the nature of trans-
port in Ireland and the Programme for Government, ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to making 
public transport and active travel better and more accessible.

The Deputy will probably be aware that my Department has already been undertaking a 
review of sustainable mobility policy, which incorporates a review of public transport in rural 
areas. In this context the Department held a public consultation process between November 
2019 and February 2020, and included a stakeholder event in the course of that consultation. 
Over 250 submissions were received as part of this public consultation process and I published 
a report of the public consultation. 

I intend to develop a new policy framework for the next 10 years that can provide a strate-
gic backdrop to the increased investment planned by this Government across the sustainable 
mobility programme. The new policy statement will be informed by the review of the previous 
policy framework (known as Smarter Travel), submissions received during my Department’s 
consultation process and the views and recommendations of other relevant stakeholders. It will 
provide a platform to advance the ambitions of the Programme for Government in the area 
of sustainable mobility, including active travel, and will replace the previous Smarter Travel 
policy, dating from 2009. 

Our Programme for Government commitments in relation to public transport in rural areas 
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will be progressed in the context of that new policy statement. Among the measures we will 
prioritise is a Sustainable Rural Mobility Plan to ensure settlements over a certain size can con-
nect to the national public transport system, expanding the Local Link rural transport service 
and prioritising public transport projects that enhance regional and rural connectivity. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally.  The NTA also has responsibility for local 
and rural transport, including the management of Local Link services. The NTA has undertaken 
a nationwide study to inform its approach to rolling out improved public transport across the 
country (excluding the GDA, Regional Cities and Large Towns) by providing better connec-
tions between villages and towns by linking them with an enhanced regional network connect-
ing cities and regional centres nationwide.

Arising from this study, I am advised that the NTA has now completed the first phase of 
consultation on its proposals, titled ‘Connecting Ireland’, with all Local Authorities and is now 
engaging with Regional Authorities and other key stakeholders. This will be followed by a 
wider public consultation in Q3 2021 prior to finalisation of the proposals by the NTA and sub-
mission to my Department.

The Covid-19 health emergency has had a profound and swift shock to the public transport 
sector.  Public transport’s designation as an essential service throughout the pandemic means, 
that although fare revenues have collapsed, most of the cost of operations remains and must 
continue to be met in order to fulfil Government’s broader policy objectives.  

Several targeted Government Decisions made throughout the crisis, in addition to general 
supports such as the wage subsidy scheme, have provided much needed support to the sector, 
particularly the decisions to:

- substantially increase the 2020 budget for the existing PSO system;

- introduce temporary financial support for certain licensed services provided by commer-
cial bus operators (CBOs) for an initial period of 6-months;

- provide a higher-than-normal provision for PSO funding in the 2021 budget due to the 
ongoing impact of Covid-19 on the public transport sector; and

- extend the provision of temporary funding supports for the CBOs for a further 3 months, with 
the option to extend monthly thereafter subject to engagement  with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform. 

Government support for all public transport services in 2020 amounted to over €620m.  For 
2021 over €670m has been provided in funding in order to ensure that the existing level of 
public transport services, albeit at a higher cost, continue to operate in a safe manner.  By com-
parison, the level of PSO and Local Link funding provided in 2019 was in the region of €300m.

Prior to the Covid-19 health emergency, licensed operators operated non-subvented bus 
services on a commercial basis. However, due to the impact of Covid-19 on passenger numbers 
and the associated drop in fare revenue, these services were no longer commercially viable.  As 
such, on 25 June 2020 Government decided to introduce new temporary financial support for 
certain licensed services provided by commercial bus operators to ensure the continued opera-
tion of these essential services. 

These temporary supports were initially introduced for a period of 6-months, with a view to 
protecting capacity across the public transport sector throughout the crisis. The NTA on behalf 
of my Department, has entered into contracts with the licensed bus sector to provide funding for 
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routes where a clear public interest justification supports such intervention.

As it remains the case that commercial bus operators are still under severe financial distress 
due to the fall in passenger numbers and associated drop in fare revenue as a result of Co-
vid-19, Government decided on 26 January 2021 to extend the temporary funding supports to 
the licensed bus sector for a further period of 3 months, with an option to extend contracts on a 
monthly basis thereafter.

With regard to the possible enhancement of rural transport throughout County Kildare and 
the Deputy’s various queries in relation to enhanced bus and rail services, given the NTA’s stat-
utory responsibility for securing the provision of public passenger transport services nationally, 
I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRS06000Rail Network

24/03/2021WRS06100400. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport if adequate consider-
ation has been given to the provision of adequate parking adjacent to railway stations with a 
view to ensuring the availability and convenience of rail services; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15882/21]

24/03/2021WRS06200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport,  I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The provision of parking 
adjacent to railway stations throughout the network would be a matter for Iarnród Éireann 
(IÉ) in the first instance.  In the GDA, the National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory 
responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater 
Dublin Area and provides funding to IÉ for such infrastructure as referenced by the Deputy.

Noting the responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to both IÉ and 
the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

Questions Nos. 401 and 402 answered with Question No. 399.

Question No. 403 with Question No. 54.

Question No. 404 answered with Question No. 399.

24/03/2021WRS06600Aviation Policy

24/03/2021WRS06700405. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which the 
post-Covid-19 restoration of air passenger and cargo transport has been examined; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15887/21]

24/03/2021WRS06800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Irish aviation sector is critical to economic development by providing a key enabler of inter-
national trade and business, including foreign direct investment and tourism. For this reason, 
aviation policy has for decades placed a priority on international connectivity.

The Irish aviation sector is currently experiencing its most challenging crisis in its history. 
Many analysts are predicting that it will take several years for the sector to return to 2019 levels 
of activity. Traffic in 2020 was down around 80% on 2019, and revenue has fallen away dra-
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matically as COVID-19 related restrictions on international travel continue to heavily constrain 
passenger traffic. All service providers in the industry, apart from those substantially or exclu-
sively dedicated to air cargo, have had no option but to radically address their cost base and 
seek to safeguard liquidity. Alongside rationalisation measures, the major service providers are 
shoring up their finances through increased borrowings or raising new capital.

There have been a steadily increasing number of protocols, restrictions, and requirements 
regarding international travel, which have developed and evolved as the pandemic has pro-
gressed with the objective of limiting the spread of COVID-19. 

The National Civil Aviation Development Forum (NCADF) was established in February 
2016, bringing together senior stakeholders in the aviation industry, mostly at chief executive 
level, to focus on a strategy to enhance the competitiveness of Irish aviation and develop op-
portunities for growth across the industry value chain including, but going beyond, the core 
airport and airline services.

On 5 March 2021, a special meeting of the Steering Committee of the NCADF was con-
vened, under the joint chairmanship of Minster Ryan and myself, to provide an opportunity for 
members of the Committee, together with some other senior leaders from Irish aviation, to air 
views on the recovery of the sector.

It is clear there is a need to develop a plan for the reopening of international travel as soon 
as circumstances allow and the NCADF has agreed to bring forward industry views on this.   

Proposals for a plan on the restart and recovery of the Irish aviation sector will be brought 
forward for Government consideration when the time is right taking account of public health 
advice of the Department of Health, the views of the NCADF and developments at EU and 
international level.

  Question No. 406 answered with Question No. 399.

       Question No. 407 answered with Question No. 395.

       Questions Nos. 408 and 409 answered with Question No. 399.

24/03/2021WRT00400Road Network

24/03/2021WRT00500410. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Transport the extent to which he 
anticipates the need to upgrade arterial road routes and reduce carbon emission levels; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15892/21]

24/03/2021WRT00600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing Exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the upgrading and improvement of individual national roads, including appraisal of 
their environmental impact, is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction 
with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guide-
lines and the necessary statutory approvals.   

With regard to climate action, the impact of transport infrastructure on carbon mitigation is 
taken into account in TII’s investment decisions on national road infrastructure.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
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advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

24/03/2021WRT00700Córas Iompair Éireann

24/03/2021WRT00800411. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to issues regarding the CIÉ pension scheme for retired Bus Éireann drivers (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15919/21]

24/03/2021WRT00900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.

The CIÉ Group has two pension schemes, namely the Regular Wages Scheme (“RWS”) and 
1951 superannuation scheme (“1951 Scheme”).  Issues in relation to CIÉ pension schemes are 
primarily a matter for the trustees of the schemes, the CIÉ Group and their employees.

I have therefore referred the Deputy’s question to CIÉ for direct reply.  Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRT01000Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRT01100412. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Transport the total Covid-19-related 
spend in 2020 by his Department, agency and budget line item; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16281/21]

24/03/2021WRT01200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The information requested by the Deputy 
in respect of my Department, is currently being collated by my officials and will be forwarded 
to the Deputy within 10 working days. 

In respect of agencies under the aegis of my Department, I have referred the question for 
a direct replies.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive these replies within 10 
working days.

24/03/2021WRT01300Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRT01400413. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Transport the payment options available 
for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by his Department; and if there are plans to provide 
further online payment facilities. [16300/21]

24/03/2021WRT01500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The options available to members of the 
public to make payment to my Department for a range of services are set out below. 

Freedom of Information Requests

Payment is required in respect of Freedom of Information requests and requests for Access 
to Information on the Environment in which Search and Retrieval totals 6 hours or more (over 
€101 threshold charge at €20 per hour as advertised on our website), and for Internal Reviews. 

The payment options my Department offers for these requests and reviews are by way of 
Bank transfer, Bank draft, money order, postal order or personal check.  However to note during 
the current pandemic my Department is advising bank transfer as the best method of payment 
given staff are working off-site.
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Motor Tax Payments

Currently payment of motor tax can be made through the local motor tax office or through 
the online service for periods of 3, 6 or 12 months, depending on the payment period chosen 
by the vehicle owner.  The payments can be made by cash, cheque, postal order, credit card 
or debit card payment in a motor tax office and only credit or debit card payment through the 
online service.  There are no plans at present to change these periods or methods of payment 
for motor tax.

Road Transport Operator Licences

Applicants for Road Transport Operator licences have the option of applying online on 
www.rtol.ie or by paper form (which can be scanned/emailed instead of being posted, if pre-
ferred).  The charges applicable can be paid as outlined below.

For paper applications:  Charges can be paid by cheque/postal order, or by completing debit/
credit card page in the application form, which is disposed of following payment.

For online applications:  Charges are paid online with debit/credit card as part of the ap-
plication process.

Maritime and Seafarer Certification

Payments for applications for certification to the Marine Survey Office and the Mercantile 
Marine Offices in my Department can be made in the following ways: 

- Postal order or Bank Draft made payable to the Superintendent, Mercantile Marine Office

- EFT Payments

- Credit/Debit card payments

Payment options are listed on all application forms.

24/03/2021WRT01600Gambling Sector

24/03/2021WRT01700414. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Finance if a company (details supplied) 
was regulated to operate here; and if so, the regulatory body under which it was regulated. 
[15496/21]

24/03/2021WRT01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the Bet-
ting Act 1931 (as amended by the Betting Amendment Act 2015), provides the legislative basis 
for licensing and control of Bookmakers, Remote Bookmakers, and Remote Betting Interme-
diaries.  These licences fall within the general category of licences known as Excise Licences, 
which are issued by Revenue under various statutes. 

Revenue maintains and publishes a register of all licensed remote bookmaking operations 
and the current register can be located and viewed at: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
information-about-revenue/statistics/excise/licences/licensed-remote-bookmaking-operations.
aspx  

Revenue has confirmed that the company (details provided) has been issued with a license 
to provide remote bookmaking services within the State, in accordance with the requirements 
of the Act.
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24/03/2021WRT01900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRT02000415. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Finance the supports that have been 
provided by the EU to help Ireland to cope with the pandemic. [15546/21]

24/03/2021WRT02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the COVID-19 health crisis spread 
across the EU, my Department participated in EU negotiations and supported agreements es-
tablishing several EU budget-related changes to address the various challenges faced in 2020 
and continuing up to 2026. 

The Emergency Support Instrument (ESI) was activated in April/May 2020, for €2.7 bn.  
The ESI’s scope is broad, but it has mostly been used to fund advance purchase agreements with 
pharmaceutical companies developing vaccines, to increase the speed and scale of manufactur-
ing successful vaccines, and provide the right to EU Member States to buy an agreed number of 
doses.  The ESI’s scope also covers transport of patients, medical teams and equipment, testing, 
tracing, treatment and disinfection, and procurement of essential products.

The EU Civil Protection Mechanism’s budget was significantly increased, to allow for ex-
panded disaster response support to Member States, from the Commission and other Member 
States.  It financed repatriation flights of EU citizens abroad, stockpiles of essential medical and 
protective equipment, and moved assistance and equipment between Member States.

The natural disaster scope of the EU Solidarity Fund (EUSF) was expanded to allow for 
one-off support related to the major public health emergency.  Member States had a deadline 
of June 2020 to submit applications for support.  Following a preliminary assessment, some 
advances of this support were paid to Member States at the end of 2020, with the remainder 
paid in 2021. 

Beyond additional funds, certain programmes were amended to allow them to respond to 
the crisis by redirecting and/or speeding up existing funds, including for SMEs, the agricultural 
and fisheries sectors, and neighbouring and developing countries. 

The Coronavirus Response Investment Initiatives created liquidity within existing budget 
limits to speed up investments to respond to the pandemic, such as health equipment, SME 
support and labour market measures.  They also allowed increased flexibility, permitting faster 
flows of funding, such as no longer requiring national budgets to co-finance EU spending, and 
permitting transfers between funds, regions and policy objectives.

In July 2020, the European Council reached agreement on a package totalling €1.82 tril-
lion for the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and “Next Generation EU” 
(NGEU) recovery instrument.  The NGEU is a temporary instrument designed to boost the re-
covery in a post-COVID-19 Europe. This is the largest stimulus package ever financed through 
the EU budget.  The NGEU is made up of €750bn, made up of €390bn in grants and €360bn in 
loans, mostly funding the Recovery and Resilience Facility, but also ReactEU, and supplemen-
tary amounts to existing EU budget programmes to fund COVID-related expenditure.

As regards EU budget expenditure in Ireland, this has been and will be channelled through 
relevant Government Departments and/or directly to beneficiaries, and my Department does not 
have a leading role in roll-out of such funding.

In addition to the above examples of expenditure, the EU’s temporary Support to mitigate 
Unemployment Risks in an Emergency (SURE) was set up to provide loans to Member States 
that need to mobilise significant financial means to fight the negative economic and social con-
sequences of the coronavirus outbreak on their territory.  It can provide financial assistance up 
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to €100 billion in the form of loans from the EU to affected Member States to address sudden 
increases in public expenditure for the preservation of employment.

24/03/2021WRT02200Tax Code

24/03/2021WRT02300416. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Finance his views on farmers having 
to pay carbon tax while fishing boat operators do not have to do so; the reason for same; his 
views on this discrepancy given the technologically advanced tractors and other machinery 
farmers are investing in; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15616/21]

24/03/2021WRT02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Ireland’s excise duty treatment of fuel 
used for motor and heating purposes is based on European Union law as set out in Directive 
2003/96/EC on the taxation of energy products and electricity, commonly known as the Energy 
Tax Directive. 

Mineral Oil Tax (MOT) is an excise duty and is comprised of a carbon and a non-carbon 
component.  The carbon component is often referred to as carbon tax, but it is only one part of 
the overall tax  that applies to mineral oils and other fuels used for motor and heating purposes.  
MOT as applied in Ireland is subject to the requirements of the Energy Tax Directive.

I am taking it that the Deputy, in referring to “carbon tax”, is enquiring about the application 
of MOT to agricultural purposes compared to the exemption from MOT that applies in the case 
of fuel used for fishing boat operators. 

The main agriculture exposure to excise duty comes from the fuel inputs primarily through 
the use of Marked Gas Oil, which is currently subject to a rate of MOT of  11.8 cent per litre.  
This compares to the current full rate of MOT for auto diesel used as a propellant of 51.5 cent 
per litre.   

I also note that when my predecessor increased Carbon Tax in Budget 2012 he made provi-
sion for a double income tax relief for farmers to compensate for the increase. This relief con-
tinues to apply.  It is available to individuals and companies that carry on a trade of farming and 
are entitled to claim an income tax or corporation tax deduction in respect of farm diesel.  The 
legislation provides that a farmer may take an income tax or corporation tax deduction for farm 
diesel (including any carbon tax charged in respect of the diesel) and then a further deduction 
for farm diesel which is equal to the difference between the carbon tax charged and the carbon 
tax that would have been charged had it been calculated at the rate of 4.1 cent per litre of farm 
diesel (the 2012 baseline).

In the case of fishing boat operators, the requirements of the Energy Tax Directive apply.  
The Directive provides for a mandatory exemption from taxation on all fuels that are used for 
navigation within Community waters, other than fuels used for private pleasure navigation. 
This is binding on Ireland and all other EU member states and means that fuels used for sea-
fishing and for commercial freight and passenger vessels must be exempt from taxation under 
the Directive. In line with the Directive, Ireland’s MOT legislation provides for a full relief 
from MOT for fuel used for commercial sea navigation, including sea-fishing. I am advised by 
Revenue that, subject to conditions, this relief is operated by way of remission or repayment 
through Revenue’s online services.  Full details on the operation of this relief are available on 
Revenue’s website at: https://www.revenue.ie/en/companies-and-charities/excise-and-licences/
mineral-oil-tax/remission-or-repayment-of-mot-on-mineral-oil-used/index.aspx.
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24/03/2021WRT02500Ireland Strategic Investment Fund

24/03/2021WRT02600417. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Finance the levels of funding, 
recipient enterprises, project details, investment objectives, timelines and expected emission 
reductions associated with the portfolio of investments under the Ireland Strategic Investment 
Fund supporting collaboration with the food and agriculture sector to decarbonise their supply 
chain in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13899/21]

24/03/2021WRT02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Ireland Strategic 
Investment Fund (ISIF) that its investments to date in the Food and Agriculture sector have 
focused on Forestry and AgTech set out in the table below.

Investment Commitment 
€m

Objectives 

Forais (Dasos) 55 Fund investing in new and semi-mature forests across   Ire-
land underpinning the sector

AIBIM 1st Forestry Fund 20 Investment in a portfolio of forestry assets across   Ireland
Finistere Ireland Ag Tech Fund 20 Partnership between ISIF and Finistere investing in  start-

up and early stage AgTech companies in Ireland, includ-
ing:  - CropX LL, an agriculture-analytics company that 
has developed an advanced adaptive irrigation service, 
which automatically optimizes irrigation, thereby deliver-
ing crop yield increase and water and energy cost savings to 
farms; and  - ApisProtect Ltd moving the use of technology 
in beehives into the commercial sphere, to provide insight 
for beekeepers to prevent losses and   increase productivity. 

Finistere Ventures Fund II 20 Partnership between ISIF and Finistere investing in   start-
up and early stage AgTech companies globally which have 
the potential to transform existing and develop new sectors 
in Irish Agriculture. Portfolio   companies  have  had en-
gagements with the Irish Agriculture sector across the fol-
lowing areas;  - Digital Agriculture: - FoodTech: - Animal 
& Plant Genetics:  We expect that one of these portfolio 
companies will re-domicile their headquarters to Ireland in 
2021.

ISIF’s forestry fund investment in turn owns 8,000 hectares of forestry that sequesters 
50,000 t/C02 approx per annum. 

ISIF is also collaborating with the Food and Agriculture sector on;

- decarbonising the heat requirements of the Food and Drink sector; and

- increasing carbon sequestration in soils. 

These projects are at feasibility stage and therefore it is too early to quantify the precise 
impact.

24/03/2021WRT02800Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

24/03/2021WRT02900418. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Finance when medical examinations for 
the disabled drivers’ scheme will recommence given that many disabled persons are at a signifi-
cant financial disadvantage due to the fact they are not currently able to access the scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13941/21]
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24/03/2021WRT03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I brought forward an amendment to 
the Finance Bill to provide for the existing medical criteria for the Disabled Drivers Scheme in 
primary legislation. Following approval of the Finance Act 2020, the HSE has been informed 
that medical assessments can recommence from 1st January 2021. 

However, in the context of the national effort to suppress and manage the impact of COVID, 
the ability to hold assessments is impacted by, among other things, the public health restric-
tions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll-out of the COVID vaccina-
tion programme and in responding to outbreaks in residential care facilities across the country.  
The HSE has confirmed that the community medical doctors and their teams are predominately 
deployed to the COVID vaccination rollout in residential care facilities and other health care 
settings.

Finally, I would like to clarify that the Scheme itself is still operating.  All persons or chari-
table organisations that can currently access the Scheme will continue to be able to do so and 
make claims for tax reliefs and the fuel grant in the normal manner.

24/03/2021WRT03100Tax Compliance

24/03/2021WRT03200419. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to international online wine merchants advertising and importing wine to Ireland without pay-
ing excise or VAT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13953/21]

24/03/2021WRT03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to cross-border sales of wine over the internet to consumers in Ireland.  Such sales of alco-
hol products are referred to as “distance sales”.  

Distance sales of alcohol products from one EU Member State to a consumer in another 
Member State are subject to VAT in the Member State of destination of the supply, which would 
be Ireland if the consumer is based in this State.  In all such cases, the supplier of those goods 
is required to register in the State and account for VAT.

Specific requirements apply in relation to excise duty on the distance sales of alcohol prod-
ucts from another EU state to a private individual in Ireland.  The vendor in the Member State 
of dispatch must appoint a tax representative in Ireland who must be approved by Revenue.  
The tax representative must provide a guarantee for the excise duty prior to the dispatch of the 
alcohol products and must pay the excise duty on arrival of the products at the designated ad-
dress in Ireland.  Failing this, liability for payment ultimately rests with the person to whom the 
products have been delivered in the Member State of destination.

Alcohol products ordered by persons, both business and private consumers, from suppliers 
established outside the EU are subject to customs duty, VAT and excise duty which are normally 
payable prior to the release of the goods into free circulation in Ireland.

Revenue inform me that they are very aware of the growth in business to consumer internet 
sales and of the risks this presents, both to tax revenues and domestic business, and that they 
are working continuously to strengthen their controls in this area. Revenue uses a range of 
measures to monitor internet retail activity directed at customers in Ireland.  Revenue’s work at 
ports, airports and postal depots to ensure compliance is supported by equipment and resources 
such as scanners and x-ray machines and these are reviewed regularly in light of technological 
developments and operational effectiveness.  Revenue’s overall approach to managing compli-
ance is to undertake a range of targeted interventions that are most appropriate for dealing with 
the specific risks presented in individual cases – including internet sales.  Their work is also 



24 March 2021

225

supported and enhanced with appropriate technology, including their Risk Evaluation Analysis 
and Profiling (REAP) risk identification system and capture of data from multiple sources.  

These compliance activities are very successful, and Revenue seizes considerable quantities 
of excisable and prohibited goods annually in the course of delivery through postal and other 
delivery channels.

24/03/2021WRT03400Crime Data

24/03/2021WRT03500420. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance the drug finds by Cus-
toms and Excise and the Revenue Commissioners in each of the past five years calculated as 
being over €13,000; the counties in which the findings were made; and the type of drugs in-
volved. [13962/21]

24/03/2021WRT03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, there are 
multiple State agencies involved in the interdiction and seizure of drugs. Some of these agen-
cies, such as the Customs Service of the Revenue Commissioners and the Irish Naval Service, 
rest outside of my remit as Minister for Justice. 

I have, however, contacted An Garda Síochána, the Courts Service and the Criminal Ass-
es Bureau to obtain the information requested from the agencies under my remit and have been 
advised of the following.

CAB has had one drugs seizure valued over €13,000 in the last five years on 12 Febru-
ary 2019. This seizure occurred in County Limerick and involved Cocaine. Two persons were 
charged in connection with this find and the case is currently before the Circuit Court. 

An Garda Síochána have advised that drugs seizures valued at €13,000 or over are recorded 
on PULSE as incidents of the types “Cultivate or Manufacture of Drugs”, “Importation” or 
“Possession of Drugs for Sale and Supply”.  There is no distinct incident type for seizures 
which are valued at €13,000 or more.

All “Possession of Drugs for Sale and Supply”, “Importation” and “Cultivation or 
Manufacture of Drugs” Incidents

[ < a h r e f = ” h t t p s : / / d a t a . o i r e a c h t a s . i e / i e / o i r e a c h t a s / d e b a t e s / q u e s t i o n s /
supportingDocumentation/2021-03-25_12189a_en.docx”>Table</a>]

The table above relates to all incidents of type “Cultivate or Manufacture of Drugs”, “Im-
portation” or “Possession of Drugs for Sale and Supply” regardless of the value of the seizure.  
This data was drawn down from PULSE on 15/03/2021. Data is presented for Garda Divisions, 
some of which are comprised of two counties.*

Charges and summonses data is also available for drugs offences. This information was 
drawn down on 11/03/2021. The figures presented in the tables below relate to charges and 
summonses for the following sections of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977:

- Section 15A, which relates to possession of drugs with a value of at least €13,000,

- Section 15B, which relates to the importation of drugs with a value of at least €13,000.

Charges &  Summonses Issued for S15A and 15B Misuse of Drugs Act for “Posses-
sion of Drugs for Sale and Supply”, “Importation” and “Cultivation or Manufacture of 
Drugs” Incidents
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-25_pq1189b-24-03-21_en.docx”>Table</a>]

Multiple charges or summonses may be issued for incidents, for example, if there are mul-
tiple offenders, multiple drug types, or multiple categories of charges.  Furthermore, charges 
or summonses may not have been issued in relation to all incidents to date.  The figures in the 
table above should not therefore be taken to be a direct subset of the incident numbers above.  
The number of charges/summonses is only possible to provide at a regional level.

Confirmed information on types of drugs is only available following analysis by Forensic 
Science Ireland.  In an effort to provide some insight into drug types, the drugs detailed in the 
Section 15A and 15B charges/summonses have been examined.

Drug Categories associated with Charges & Summonses Issued for S15A and 15B Mis-
use of Drugs Act 1977 for “Possession of Drugs for Sale and Supply”, “Importation” and 
“Cultivation or Manufacture of Drugs” Incidents

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-25_pq1189d_en.docx”>Table</a>]

In relation to the number of convictions secured and length of sentences handed down by the 
Courts for these seizures, I have been advised by the CourtsService that this information is not 
available.  The Integrated Criminal Management System (ICMS) is used by the Courts Service 
in cases before the Circuit Courts. The particular offence referred to by the Deputy is tried only 
in the Circuit Court and the ICMS only allows reports by offence category (e.g. “DRUG OF-
FENCES”) , rather than for individual offences. The offence category of ‘Drugs Offences’ con-
tains multiple offences so therefore it would not be possible to provide the information sought.

*Incident figures are taken from PULSE as of 01:30 on 15/03/2021, they are operational and 
liable to change.

24/03/2021WRT03700Tax Credits

24/03/2021WRT03800421. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider an additional 
tax credit for those who are single and who live alone given that there is an additional tax credit 
for widowed persons, one parent families, divorced or separated persons; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13970/21]

24/03/2021WRT03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I would like to advise the Deputy that 
the Irish income tax system has been specifically designed to be broad-based and progressive 
thereby ensuring that the tax burden is lowest for those on the lowest incomes and highest for 
those on the highest incomes.  It is the Government’s position that this is the most fair and sus-
tainable income tax system in the long term. 

Within these general principles, specific credits have been introduced to give additional tar-
geted support to persons, depending on their personal circumstances, to recognise the particular 
additional financial challenges that may arise.   

For example, to assist parents in the transition from married or civil partnership to widowed 
status, a Widowed Parent Tax Credit is available to a widowed person with dependent children 
for the five years following the year of bereavement.   

Another credit, the Single Parent Child Carer Credit, is designed to support single parents 
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with children to take up, or remain in, employment by indirectly assisting with the cost of 
childcare. 

Such credits work alongside targeted aspects of the social welfare code, including the Liv-
ing Alone Allowance for people on social welfare pensions who live alone. 

As regards the Deputy’s suggestion, it is noted that a single person living alone with no de-
pendants is an entirely different set of circumstances compared to a widowed person, a single 
parent or recently divorced or separated persons.  

While it is the case that policy choices exist as to how best to deploy the available financial 
resources of the State, resources are being prioritised at this time on initiatives to support those 
who are no longer in employment or who will or have had reduced income arising from the 
Covid-19 pandemic, as well as measures seeking to support employers in retaining staff on the 
payroll.

24/03/2021WRT04000Bank Charges

24/03/2021WRT04100422. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if concerns have been raised 
with him or the Central Bank in relation to the change of policy proposed by retail banks in 
relation to solicitors’ client bank accounts; his views on whether this change of policy has the 
potential to impact on legal costs on the sustainability of some legal practices; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13981/21]

24/03/2021WRT04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of the concerns regarding 
the application of negative interest rates to solicitors’ client bank accounts through parliamen-
tary questions and correspondence.

The application of interest rate charges is solely a commercial matter for the board and 
management of each bank.  I have no role in the day to day operations of any bank operating 
within the State including banks in which the State has a shareholding.  Decisions in relation 
to commercial matters are the sole responsibility of the board and management of the banks, 
which must be run on an independent and commercial basis.

Deposit balances and liquidity in general has risen significantly across the banking system 
in Europe in recent years as the ECB has continued to provide additional funds through their as-
set purchase schemes and long term refinancing operations.  This has been further exacerbated 
by the COVID-19 pandemic as households continue to stay at home and save and businesses 
defer investment decisions.

This excess liquidity which has grown significantly in the European system has to go some-
where and in the main it gets placed back on deposit with the ECB who charge the banks 
-0.50%.  The application of negative deposit rates by the ECB has resulted in European banks 
incurring a consequent cost on deposit accounts.  The Irish banks are impacted in a similar way 
to their European counterparts.  The banks across Europe have looked to pass some of the costs 
associated with negative rates to deposit holders with larger balances. The Irish banks are no 
different in this regard.

In passing on some of these costs, banks have decided that they cannot differentiate between 
customers in different sectors and for that reason, banks have chosen to apply charges based on 
the size of the deposit balance.

I am not in a position to comment on the potential impact on legal practices.  However, I 
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understand that some legal practices have already taken steps to work closely with clients to 
ensure that clients’ monies for transactions spends the least amount of time possible in the cli-
ent account. 

24/03/2021WRT04300Banking Sector

24/03/2021WRT04400423. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Finance if he will request as a share-
holder in a bank (details supplied) that it defer branch closures until the end of the Covid-19 
pandemic. [13998/21]

24/03/2021WRT04500432. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he will review correspon-
dence (details supplied); if his Department can contact the bank in question to request a pause 
to these closures as outlined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14106/21]

24/03/2021WRT04600439. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene to stop 
the closure of bank branches (details supplied) given that the State is a major shareholder in the 
bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14223/21]

24/03/2021WRT04700458. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance his plans for the introduc-
tion of a moratorium on bank branch closures for the remainder of the Covid-19 pandemic in 
view of a recent announcement (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14549/21]

24/03/2021WRT04800506. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will request the 
delay of the closure of branches of a bank (details supplied) until after the Covid-19 pandemic 
given the importance of same during the pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15850/21]

24/03/2021WRT04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 423, 
432, 439, 458 and 506 together.

As the Deputies may be aware, as Minister for Finance, I have no role in the commercial 
decisions made by any bank in the State. This includes banks in which the State has a share-
holding. 

Decisions in this regard, including the management of branch networks, are the sole re-
sponsibility of the board and management of the banks, which must be run on an independent 
and commercial basis.  The independence of banks in which the State has a shareholding is 
protected by Relationship Frameworks which are legally binding documents that cannot be 
changed unilaterally. These frameworks, which are publicly available, were insisted upon by 
the European Commission to protect competition in the Irish market. The Bank of Ireland Re-
lationship Framework can be found at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fc36e6-bank-of-ireland-relationship-framework-
march-2012/

Notwithstanding this, Bank of Ireland provided me with a briefing in advance which was 
consistent with its announcement on the matter on 1st March.

Some of the key points contained in the announcement are:

- The decision to close these branches is in response to changing customer behaviour with a 
significant acceleration in digital banking.
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- The branches closing are predominately self-service locations which do not offer a counter 
service.

- To preserve local access to physical banking for those who want it, the bank has agreed a 
new partnership with An Post which will allow personal and business customers use their lo-
cal post office for a range of banking services – including to withdraw cash and make cash and 
cheque lodgements – at no additional cost.  The closing Bank of Ireland branches all have a post 
office within, on average, less than 500 meters.

- The bank confirmed that the new partnership with An Post will be available to all Bank of 
Ireland customers before any branch closes. 

- Furthermore, the bank stated that there will be no closures for six months.

On staff, the bank commented that it will be working closely with all colleagues at these 
branches and will be setting out a range of options which include relocating to a different 
branch, moving to a new role in the bank, or voluntary redundancy for those who choose it.

The full Bank of Ireland announcement on the matter can be found at the following link:

https://www.bankofireland.com/about-bank-of-ireland/press-releases/2021/bank-of-ire-
land-announces-significant-changes-to-branch-network-and-local-banking-services/

24/03/2021WRT05000Personal Injuries Assessment Board

24/03/2021WRT05100424. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Finance the number or percentage of 
personal injury cases that do not go to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board by veto of the 
insurance companies. [14035/21]

24/03/2021WRT05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  As such my 
Department does not collect the type of information being sought by the Deputy.  However, in 
order to help address the question, my officials examined data from the National Claims Infor-
mation Database (NCID) which deals with motor insurance.  This does not show the number 
of cases where a respondent (or their insurer) has not agreed to an assessment by the Personal 
Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB), or which side rejected the PIAB’s award if a claim is sub-
sequently referred to the courts.

Data for 2019 from the NCID Private Motor Report 2 shows that the following number of 
motor-related injury claimants settled at each stage:

- Direct settlement before PIAB: 5,317 claimants (39.0%)

- PIAB settlement: 1,824 claimants (13.4%)

- Direct settlement after the PIAB: 1,940 claimants (14.3%)

- Litigated but settled before court award: 4,201 claimants (30.9%)

- Litigated with court award: 321 claimants (2.4%) 

Separately, my officials contacted Insurance Ireland on the matter, however it does not have 
data on the number of claims that are consented to by insurers.  Insurance Ireland indicated that 
the industry supports PIAB and that it accept 90% of these case settlements.
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NCID data also shows that for motor insurance, the average legal costs of settling a case 
through the PIAB are around twenty times lower than through court.  In addition, the process 
of finalising cases, from accident to resolution, through the PIAB takes on average 2.5 years as 
against 4.5 years through the legal route.  This is despite the fact that the award levels between 
the two channels, for cases under €100,000, are almost the same.  As both the courts and the 
PIAB will shortly be required to base assessments on the new Personal Injuries Guidelines, 
there should be less incentive for either side to reject PIAB settlements and proceed to more 
costly litigation.

Reform of the PIAB is key aspect of the Government’s reform agenda, to lower claims costs 
(including legal charges) which are a key driver of insurance premiums.  This is included in 
the Action Plan for Insurance Reform. Responsibility for reforming the PIAB falls under the 
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment which will shortly carry out a public consul-
tation on proposals to enhance the PIAB.

24/03/2021WRT05300Insurance Coverage

24/03/2021WRT05400425. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance his plans to ensure that house-
holds living in flood risk areas can obtain household insurance for flood cover; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14036/21]

24/03/2021WRT05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am conscious of the difficulties that 
the absence or withdrawal of flood insurance cover can cause to homeowners and businesses.  
However, you should be aware that the provision of insurance is a commercial matter for insur-
ance companies, which is based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept. Con-
sequently, neither I nor the Central Bank of Ireland can interfere in the provision or pricing of 
insurance products.  This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance (Solvency 
II Directive).

Current government policy in relation to increasing flood insurance coverage is focused on 
the development of a sustainable, planned and risk-based approach to managing flooding prob-
lems. To achieve this aim there is a focus on:

- Investing almost €1 billion to flood relief measures over the lifetime of the National De-
velopment Plan 2018-2027; 

- Implementation of flood relief management plans by the Office of Public Works (OPW), 
and;  

- Maintaining channels of communication between the OPW and the insurance industry, in 
order to reach a better understanding about the provision of flood cover in affected areas.

The above approach is underpinned by a Memorandum of Understanding between the OPW 
and industry representatives Insurance Ireland, who meet on a quarterly basis to help implement 
this initiative. This provides for the exchange of data in relation to completed flood defence 
schemes which should in turn provide a basis for the increased provision of flood insurance in 
these areas.

I acknowledge that while there has been an overall increase in the provision of flood insur-
ance between 2015 and 2020, some householders are still experiencing difficulties. T his is 
particularly the case for households in areas with demountable flood defences.

My Department is reviewing the challenges of property insurance and flooding as part of the 
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action points for my Department under the Climate Action Plan.  It launched a public consulta-
tion on Climate Change and Insurance in 2019 and subsequently met with interested parties.  
The key themes that arose from the consultation related to (i) the lack of data on flood insurance 
coverage and (ii) the challenges of obtaining flood cover in areas with demountable defences.  
My Department has met with key stakeholders such as the Central Bank of Ireland, the OPW, 
Irish Public Bodies, and the State Claims Agency to further review the issues raised and assess 
a feasible way forward.  This review is in progress and my Department will continue to provide 
updates on this work stream to the Climate Action Delivery Board.

Finally, the Deputy should be assured that Minister of State Fleming and I will continue to 
proactively engage on all aspects of insurance reform including flood insurance issues.

24/03/2021WRT05600Tax Reliefs

24/03/2021WRT05700426. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance his plans and the consid-
eration given to increase the current agricultural relief for the leasing of agriculture lands for 
solar energy production; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14058/21]

24/03/2021WRT05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware,  agricul-
tural relief allows the value of agricultural assets gifted or inherited (including farmland, build-
ings, stock) to be reduced by 90% of its value for the calculation of a Capital Acquisition Tax 
(CAT) liability.  This is a valuable relief from CAT and a fundamental objective of this relief is 
that it is availed of by genuine, and active farmers, and that it relates to agricultural land which 
is being actively farmed. 

One of the key conditions for agricultural relief is that agricultural property must make up 
at least 80% of a beneficiary’s total property.  Prior to the changes made in Finance Act 2017, 
any land leased for solar panels was not classified as agricultural land and therefore could not 
be counted towards satisfying this 80% threshold. 

In recognition of the then Government’s commitment to facilitate the development of solar 
energy projects in Ireland and the potential role of farmland in achieving this, an amendment 
was made to allow land leased for solar panels to be classified as qualifying agricultural activity 
under certain conditions.

While introducing this amendment, it was important that sight was not lost of the fundamen-
tal principle which underpins agricultural relief policy, namely to support the intergenerational 
transfer of family farms and to encourage succession planning.  Therefore, a key aspect of this 
relief is to ensure that  it is targeted at land which is actively farmed.  Consequently to facilitate 
the above policy objectives, the amendment included a condition that in order to be classified 
as qualifying agricultural activity, the total area under lease for solar should not exceed 50% of 
the total area of agricultural land. 

This addressed any potential disincentive to leasing land for solar panels, while also preserv-
ing the integrity of this generous CAT relief.  There are currently no plans to further increase 
the current agricultural relief for the leasing of agricultural lands for solar energy production.

24/03/2021WRT05900Insurance Industry Regulation

24/03/2021WRT06000427. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he will review correspondence 
from a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14082/21]
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24/03/2021WRT06100471. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he will review correspon-
dence (details supplied); if he will address the matters outlined; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14997/21]

24/03/2021WRT06200472. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he will review correspon-
dence (details supplied); if he will address the matters outlined; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14998/21]

24/03/2021WRT06300473. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he will review correspon-
dence (details supplied); if he will address the concerns highlighted in relation to insurance 
costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15000/21]

24/03/2021WRT06400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 427 
and 471 to 473, inclusive, together.

I note all the details in the correspondence supplied relates to the recent publication of the 
Personal Injuries Guidelines and the impact they may have on the cost of insurance.  At the 
outset, insurance reform is a priority for this Government, and the publication of the Guidelines 
delivers a key element of the Action Plan for Insurance Reform. 

The Guidelines significantly reduce award levels for many categories of common injuries, 
particularly those of soft tissue, and provide further details on how these should be assessed.  
Also of note is that a number of common injuries will now move to the jurisdiction of the Dis-
trict rather than the Circuit Court, thus reducing the associated legal fees.  The Guidelines also 
provide guidance in relation to injuries previously not included in the Book of Quantum and 
will be used by both the Personal Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) and judiciary.  Therefore, 
in addition to the lower awards and legal fees, the Guidelines should help to bring more certain-
ty to claimants and insurers, and as such reinforce the benefits of using PIAB to settle claims.  
This in turn should further reduce the costs of claims, particularly legal fees. Amendments will 
be advanced through the Family Leave Bill 2021 to allow implementation of these Guidelines 
as soon as possible.   

My expectation is that insurers will commence reflecting these savings to hard-pressed con-
sumers, businesses and other groups. I have also previously stated that they should increase 
their risk appetite to extend cover to new market segments or areas they may have withdrawn 
from in recent years.  The insurance industry has previously committed to reduce premiums in 
line with lower award levels. I n this regard, Minister of State Fleming is meeting the CEOs of 
the main firms in the coming weeks to hear how they will respond to these recent developments.  
In addition, I would hope that the improved insurance operating environment may help to at-
tract new entrants into the Irish market.

While I note that some may feel the reduction to award levels does not go far enough, I be-
lieve that it needs to be recognised that the revised Guidelines were carefully considered by the 
judiciary.  As such, we will need a period of reflection to assess their implementation and they 
should be given some time to be applied in practice.  

In summary, the Personal Injuries Guidelines, in conjunction with other strands of the in-
surance reform agenda, should go some way to improving both the cost and availability of 
insurance for businesses, consumers, and other voluntary, sporting & community groups.  The 
Deputy can be assured that the Government is committed to achieving a more sustainable and 
competitive insurance market, and is continuing to progress other aspects of the Action Plan for 
Insurance Reform.
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24/03/2021WRT06500Departmental Correspondence

24/03/2021WRT06600428. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has held a meeting or 
received correspondence from a company (details supplied) regarding the senior executive ac-
countability regime since January 2018. [14086/21]

24/03/2021WRT06700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In response to the Deputy’s question I 
wish to inform him that I have not held a meeting or received correspondence from the com-
pany regarding the senior executive accountability regime since January 2018.

24/03/2021WRT06800Departmental Correspondence

24/03/2021WRT06900429. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he has received communica-
tion from the Central Bank regarding its investigation into a company (details supplied) prior to 
its enforcement action announced on 2 March 2021. [14087/21]

24/03/2021WRT07000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I would remind the Deputy that the 
Central Bank of Ireland is our independent financial services regulatory.  In undertaking its in-
dependent functions of supervising, investigating and carrying out an enforcement action with 
respect to the company that the Deputy has supplied details on, the Central Bank of Ireland did 
not notify me of the details of this enforcement action prior to its 2 March announcement.

24/03/2021WRT07100Departmental Bodies

24/03/2021WRT07200430. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if current or former employees 
of a company (details supplied) sit on boards or hold positions in State agencies under the aegis 
of his Department. [14088/21]

24/03/2021WRT07300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy’s office has clarified that 
the information sought relates specifically to the 16 employees of J&E Davy who were referred 
to in the Central Bank’s Enforcement Action Notice on 2nd March 2021.

There are 8 State Boards under the aegis of my Department, including the Central Bank.  
As the Central Bank is subject to legal obligations of confidentiality with regard to its enforce-
ment investigation of Davy and data protection obligations, it is not in a position to provide a 
response to the question posed.

The remaining 7 State Boards are the Credit Union Restructuring Board, the Financial Ser-
vices and Pensions Ombudsman, Home Building Finance Ireland, the Irish Fiscal Advisory 
Council, the National Asset Management Agency, the National Treasury Management Agency 
and the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland.   

As no individuals were identified in the Central Bank’s Enforcement Action Notice, these 
remaining 7 State Boards are not in a position to provide the information requested.

My Department has 3 staff on secondment from the National Treasury Management Agency 
who were employed by J&E Davy. These staff members have confirmed that they are not, nor 
are any of their connected persons, part of the 16 employees of J&E Davy who were referred to 
in the Central Bank’s Enforcement Action Notice on 2nd March 2021.
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24/03/2021WRT07400Tax Code

24/03/2021WRT07500431. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the reason the stamp duty 
levy on privately funded pension schemes introduced as a temporary measure in 2011 is still be-
ing levied on IASS pensioners particularly in view of the deep cuts in their pensions that these 
pensioners suffered following the revision of pensions legislation in 2013 and 2014; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14092/21]

24/03/2021WRT07600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I take it the Deputy is referring to 
the stamp duty levies that applied to the assets of funded pension arrangements introduced in 
2011 to pay for the Jobs Initiative, the chargeable persons for which were the trustees of pension 
schemes and others responsible for the management of pension fund assets.     

At the outset, it is important to note that this levy ceased in 2015.

However, under the relevant legislation (section 125B of the Stamp Duties Consolidation 
Act 1999), the payment of the levy is treated as a necessary expense of a pension scheme and 
the trustees or insurer, as appropriate, are able, where needed, to adjust the current or prospec-
tive benefits payable under a scheme to take account of the levy.  It is up to the trustees or in-
surer to decide whether, when and how the levy should be passed on and to what extent, given 
the particular circumstances of the pension schemes for which they are responsible.  The leg-
islation also includes safeguards aimed at ensuring that should the option of reducing scheme 
benefits be taken, it has to be applied in an equitable fashion across the different classes of 
scheme member that could include active, deferred and retired members.  In no cases may the 
reduction in an individual member’s or class of member’s benefits exceed the member’s or class 
of member’s share of the levy.

  Question No. 432 answered with Question No. 423.

24/03/2021WRU00200Banking Sector

24/03/2021WRU00300433. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance if the transfer of loans from 
a bank (details supplied) to a domestic or non-domestic financial institution will require his ap-
proval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14140/21]

24/03/2021WRU00400434. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance the nature of the process of 
due diligence for his Department in taking a position on the transfer of loans from a bank (de-
tails supplied) to a domestic or non-domestic financial institution; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14141/21]

24/03/2021WRU00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 433 
and 434 together.

First of all, it is important to highlight that, as Minister for Finance, I have no direct role to 
play in the strategic decisions made by any corporate entity, including those relating to acquisi-
tions and disposals of entire businesses or individual business units. Decisions in such matters 
are the sole responsibility of the boards and management of the entities.

This extends to the banks in which the State has a shareholding, which are run on an inde-
pendent and commercial basis. The independence of these banks is protected by Relationship 
Frameworks which are legally binding documents and which cannot be changed unilaterally. 
These frameworks, which are publicly available, were insisted upon by the European Commis-
sion to protect competition in the Irish market.
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Under section 33 of the Central Bank Act, 1971, as amended, the Minister for Finance must 
give his approval for any transfer of authorised banking business in the State. 

A guidance note on the process has been published on the Department’s website and is 
available at the link below. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a5f5b3-transfer-of-banking-business-guidance-note/  

A key consideration when reviewing proposals to transfer banking business is that in pro-
moting the industry it is important that there is fair entry to and exit from the financial services 
sector in Ireland, and the Government has no desire to cause undue difficulty to firms wishing 
to enter or withdraw from the market. Moreover, we recognise that mergers and acquisitions 
play an important role in the growth of firms, and transfers of banking business often take place 
in such a context. Also, as banks with a global footprint enter the Irish market using branch or 
subsidiary structures, when there is a restructuring at group level, it may be necessary for the 
bank to transfer its business internally from one part of the group to another.

It is not in the spirit of the legislation to prohibit any transfer of banking business, unless 
there were serious concerns about the regulatory or prudential impact of a proposed transfer, 
or it would be likely to have a significant negative impact on the Irish economy or financial 
stability.

With regard to Ulster Bank’s withdrawal from the Irish market, it is anticipated that this will 
take place over a number of years and I would expect that matters such as the transfer of loans 
will be addressed in due course. It should be noted that NatWest has committed to seeking solu-
tions where:

- Customers and colleagues are well supported;

- Job losses are minimised with no new compulsory redundancy departures this year;

- Stability is maintained in the sector; and

- NatWest’s withdrawal from the Irish banking sector is achieved in an orderly manner. 

As part of this process, NatWest confirmed that it is negotiations with Permanent TSB 
(PTSB) and other strategic banking partners in relation to certain retail and SME assets, li-
abilities and operations.  NatWest is also in negotiation with AIB in relation to the sale of a c. 
€4bn portfolio of performing commercial loans, and that staff wholly or mainly assigned to this 
loan book will transfer with the loan book. NatWest and AIB have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding in this regard.

These announcements signal a potentially important development for the Irish banking sec-
tor. However, NatWest highlighted that, at this stage, these discussions have some way to go 
before final transactions are agreed. NatWest, PTSB and AIB have confirmed that they will 
provide further updates to the market as negotiations progress in this regard.

If a successful proposal emerges from these discussions and is put to me that requires the 
Irish Government’s backing as shareholder then:

- Given the likely monetary size off a transaction, and the public interest, I would anticipate 
that any transaction involving PTSB or AIB, would require consultation with me in line with 
the Relationship Frameworks. Should this be the case, the consultation process would take 
place in advance of any binding contract being signed.

- It is important to note the consultation process gives me the opportunity to express my 
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views, but I have no right of veto.

I am advised by the Central Bank of Ireland that Ulster Bank’s withdrawal from the Irish 
market must be undertaken in accordance with the provisions of Irish financial services legisla-
tion, including the Central Bank of Ireland’s codes of conduct.

The Central Bank of Ireland has clear requirements that apply when firms cease operations 
or transfer operations to another entity. Customers must be informed about these decisions and 
given at least two months’ notice to move to alternative providers. If their loans are transferred, 
they must be given full details of the arrangements.

Where a loan is sold or transferred to another regulated entity, the protections that were 
available to borrowers prior to the transaction continue to be in place with the new owner. There 
is a strong consumer protection framework in place for mortgage borrowers which provides the 
same protections for borrowers regardless of the regulated entity with whom they are dealing, 
be that a bank, retail credit firm or credit servicing firm.

Under the Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2018, if a loan 
is transferred or sold, the holder of the legal title to the credit must be authorised by the Central 
Bank and must comply with the Irish financial services law applicable to regulated financial 
service providers. This ensures that borrowers whose loans are sold or transferred, maintain 
the same regulatory protections, including under the various Central Bank’s statutory codes of 
conduct, such as the Consumer Protection Code 2012 and the Code of Conduct on Mortgage 
Arrears 2013 (CCMA).

24/03/2021WRU00700Banking Sector

24/03/2021WRU00800435. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance if the transfer of loans from a 
bank (details supplied) to a domestic or non-domestic financial institution will require approval 
from the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14142/21]

24/03/2021WRU00900436. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance the nature of the process of 
due diligence for the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland in taking a position on the trans-
fer of loans from a bank (details supplied) to domestic or non-domestic financial institutions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14143/21]

24/03/2021WRU01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 435 
and 436 together.

As I am sure the Deputy knows, the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) is, 
subject to the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland Act 2014, independent in the perfor-
mance of its functions.  This includes any due diligence procedures.

SBCI operates a number of loan guarantee schemes on behalf of the Department of Enter-
prise, Trade and Employment and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  These 
are the Agricultural Cashflow Support Loan Scheme, the Brexit Loan Scheme/Covid-19 SBCI 
Working Capital Scheme and the Future Growth Loan Scheme.  All of these schemes, under 
which Ulster Bank is an on-lender, involve SBCI providing an 80% guarantee to on-lenders in 
respect of each loan.  In turn the SBCI receives counter-guarantees from the European Invest-
ment Fund.

I am informed by the SBCI that SBCI’s on-lenders are prohibited from selling or transfer-
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ring the rights of any loans covered by the agreements under each of these schemes without the 
prior written consent of SBCI.

The Deputy should also be aware that the Covid-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme (CGS) which 
SBCI implements on behalf of the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment involves 
a direct guarantee from the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment.  Under the bilateral 
guarantee agreements between the Minister and each on-lender, the consent of the Minister is 
required in respect of any transfer of loan agreements, which may only be to another on-lender 
participating in the CGS.

However, I am further informed that it is the understanding of the SBCI that transfer of busi-
ness from one licenced bank to another under section 33 of the Central Bank Act 1971 would 
not require any further action, including obtaining SBCI consent under contracts governing 
those loans.

To date, the SBCI has not received any requests to the transfer of loans from one on-lender 
to another.

The provision of facilities to on-lenders requires careful credit assessment and operational 
considerations. I understand that controls are put in place by the SBCI to ensure the creditwor-
thiness of on-lenders is robustly assessed. The SBCI implements a thorough on-lender due dili-
gence, assessment and set-up process ensuring compliance with the governance, credit, legal 
and tax obligations of the SBCI.  All new on-lending facilities require approval from the SBCI 
Board.

The due diligence which the SBCI applies to new potential on-lenders includes the as-
sessment of the on-lender credit approval processes and operational governance structures to 
confirm the adequacy of oversight and control and the capability of the financial institution to 
manage and report on SBCI backed facilities.

SBCI also undertakes an Independent due diligence assessment for unrated counterparties 
from a panel of professional firms to confirm the accuracy of the information provided by the 
prospective counterparty as part of the SBCI due diligence process.

There is a process of ongoing monitoring and review of on-lending facilities with regular 
review of compliance with covenants and undertakings, and any terms and conditions imposed 
by the SBCI.

The internal audit report (December 2020) on SBCI due diligence process noted the positive 
attributes of the design and operation of SBCI due diligence process.

24/03/2021WRU01200Tax Code

24/03/2021WRU01300437. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered reducing 
tax rates such as the exit tax rate and capital gains tax for young investors to encourage more 
young people to enter the market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14175/21]

24/03/2021WRU01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, the Deputy should note 
that it is not possible to accurately estimate changes in behaviour arising from  for instance a 
change in the rate of exit tax applicable to investment products. These investments tend to be 
long term investments and any investment decisions in relation to them are driven by multiple 
factors and not solely by taxation.
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The normal tax treatment afforded to Irish collective investment funds is that the funds in-
vested are allowed to grow on a tax-free basis within the fund.  The income is taxed at the level 
of the investor rather than the fund, as is standard international practice.

In order to ensure that the appropriate tax is collected from Irish investors, funds are obliged 
to operate an exit tax regime and remit the tax deducted in this manner to Revenue. The exit 
tax rate applicable is 41%. This charge to tax does not apply in the case of unit holders who are 
non-resident as their  liability to tax on gains from the fund will be determined in their home 
jurisdiction.  

The broad rationale for exempting such funds from direct taxation is to facilitate individuals 
to invest collectively, without suffering double taxation (that is, taxation both within the fund 
and in the hands of the investor on distribution).  Most OECD countries now have a tax system 
that provides for neutrality between direct investments and investments through a Collective 
Investment Vehicle/Fund. 

There is a charge to tax on Irish residents on the happening of a “chargeable event”. In 
order to prevent the deferral of a chargeable event (and therefore an exit charge) a deemed 8 
year disposal rule was introduced. A disposal of units at market value is deemed to occur on the 
ending of an eight-year period following the acquisition of the units. Exit tax is payable on the 
deemed gain.  This rule ensures taxes are collected from funds and cannot grow without trig-
gering a chargeable event indefinitely. On the ultimate disposal of the investment, any tax paid 
which arose as a result of a deemed disposal is allowed as a credit against any final tax liability 
on disposal.

In relation to capital gains, in general, gains on the disposal of assets are charged to capital 
gains tax (CGT) at the rate of 33%. The first €1,270 of chargeable gains of an individual in a 
tax year is exempt from CGT.  

My Department has undertaken research, examining the differential in savings and invest-
ments products subject to DIRT and those subject to the life assurance exit tax. The Tax Strate-
gy Group 2020 paper identified a number of non-tax reasons, including age, as to why investors 
may prefer to invest in financial products subject to DIRT rather than life assurance products 
subject to exit tax (LAET), including: 

- investor fees/costs

- level of risk attached to  the investment

- the motivation for  saving/investing (and the ability to do so)

- the lower level of  complexity associated with such products.

Finally, as the Deputy will be aware, as with all taxes, both CGT and exit tax are subject 
to ongoing review which includes the consideration and assessment of the rate along with any 
associated reliefs and exemptions. CGT and exit tax policy and legislation are reviewed by the 
Tax Strategy Group as part of the annual Budget and Finance Bill process and are considered 
in the wider tax policy context.

24/03/2021WRU01500Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears

24/03/2021WRU01600438. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance if the code of conduct for mortgage 
arrears is a voluntary code; if not, if a regulatory body in the State will enforce its application; 
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the mechanism the State has to ensure financial and corporate bodies abide by the code and 
engage with persons in arrears; his policy on dealing with threats to family homes as a result of 
such arears; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14186/21]

24/03/2021WRU01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank of Ireland Code of 
Conduct on Mortgage Arrears 2013 (CCMA) was introduced to ensure that regulated entities 
have fair and transparent processes in place for dealing with borrowers in or facing arrears on 
a mortgage which is secured on a primary residence, and it is part of the national policy frame-
work of supports and protections available to assist borrowers in financial difficulties.

The CCMA is a statutory code issued under Section 117 of the Central Bank Act 1989.  The 
provisions of the CCMA are legally binding on regulated entities, and the Central Bank has 
the power to administer sanctions on regulated entities for a contravention of the CCMA under 
Part IIIC of the Central Bank Act 1942.  Also a failure to comply with a written direction from 
the Bank to secure the observance of the CCMA will constitute an offence.

The CCMA sets out the process that entities must follow when a borrower is in or facing 
difficulties with their mortgage payments. Due regard must be given to the fact that each case 
is unique and needs to be considered on its own merits. All cases must be handled sympatheti-
cally and positively by the regulated entity, with the objective at all times of assisting the bor-
rower to meet his or her mortgage obligations.  Furthermore, regulated entities must explore all 
of the options for alternative repayment arrangements (ARAs) offered by that entity, in order 
to determine which ARA, if any, is appropriate and sustainable for the borrower’s individual 
circumstances. Under the CCMA, a regulated entity may only commence legal proceedings for 
repossession where it has made every reasonable effort to agree an ARA with the borrower and 
other clear requirements are met, or the borrower has been classified as not co-operating.  The 
CCMA also provides for an appeals mechanism, including where the regulated entity declines 
to offer an ARA, where the borrower is not willing to enter into an ARA offered, or where the 
entity classifies the borrower as not co-operating.

The Central Bank advises that the protection of mortgage loan borrowers, including those 
in arrears, is a key priority and that its engagement with regulated entities is very intrusive 
to ensure that they meet its expectations and regulatory requirements. It also advises that it 
will continue to assertively supervise compliance with the CCMA and will investigate any is-
sues that arise, including patterns of behaviour which suggest that the CCMA process is not 
being followed. 

The Deputy may also wish to know that the Central Bank has launched a public consulta-
tion on possible improvements to the Standard Financial Statement that is set out in the CCMA, 
and to also give people an opportunity to provide comments more generally on the CCMA and 
the requirements of the mortgage arrears resolution process as provided for in the CCMA (see 
attached:- https://www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/publications/consultation-papers/
cp139/cp139---review-of-the-standard-financial-statement.pdf.).  Submissions may be made to 
the Central Bank at consumerprotectionpolicy@centralbank.ie and the closing date is 20 April 
next.

  Question No. 439 answered with Question No. 423.

24/03/2021WRU01900Value Added Tax

24/03/2021WRU02000440. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance his views on retaining the 9% 
tourism VAT rate at least up until 2025 to assist recovery and provide certainty for tourism busi-
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nesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14307/21]

24/03/2021WRU02100453. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider retain-
ing the tourism VAT rate at 9% for a period of time to assist the recovery of the tourism sector 
post-Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14524/21]

24/03/2021WRU02200476. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extending 
the duration of the 9% VAT rate for the hospitality sector in response to the prolonged Covid-19 
restrictions impacting the industry; if he will provide early certainty to the industry in this re-
gard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15078/21]

24/03/2021WRU02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 440, 
453 and 476 together.

In recognition of the unprecedented challenges facing the Hospitality and Tourism sector, I 
provided for a reduction in the VAT rate to supplies of certain goods and services which primar-
ily relate to the hospitality and tourism sector in Budget 2021. The rate was reduced from 13.5% 
to 9% from 1 November 2020 to 31 December 2021. 

These changes introduced in the context of the pandemic are kept under review by my 
Department. Separately, tax changes are generally taken in the context of the Budget. Depu-
ties will be aware that my officials prepare a series of papers containing tax options for the Tax 
Strategy Group to be considered in the context of the budgetary process, alongside a wide range 
of submissions from various stakeholders and lobby groups.

24/03/2021WRU02400Wage Subsidy Scheme

24/03/2021WRU02500441. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance his views on extending the em-
ployment wage subsidy scheme until 31 January 2022; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14309/21]

24/03/2021WRU02600469. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if the employment wage 
subsidy scheme will continue for months after mass gatherings are permitted again in order to 
assist the live events sector scale up its activities and begin to trade again. [14991/21]

24/03/2021WRU02700491. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered the ad-
mission of the events industry to supports and schemes (details supplied) until six months after 
mass gatherings are permitted again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15395/21]

24/03/2021WRU02800498. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extend-
ing the employment wage subsidy scheme for the events industry until six months after mass 
gatherings are permitted again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15508/21]

24/03/2021WRU02900501. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Finance if consideration has been 
given to the continuation of schemes such as the employment wage subsidy scheme and tax 
debt warehousing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15677/21]

24/03/2021WRU03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 441, 
469, 491, 498 and 501 together.

I am aware of concerns that have been raised regarding the pace of recovery for the live 
events sector, and that it has been suggested that the level of support be increased and/or that 
the application of some of the new State supports should be delineated on the basis of explicit 
sectoral qualification criteria. However, the reality of COVID-19 is that our whole economy 
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and labour market have been rapidly transformed by this unprecedented shock and nearly all 
sectors have been negatively impacted either directly or indirectly.

The objective of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) is to support all employ-
ment and maintain the link between the employer and employee insofar as is possible. The 
EWSS has been a key component of the Government’s response to the continued Covid-19 
crisis to support viable firms and encourage employment in the midst of these very challenging 
times. To date, payments of over €2.3 billion and PRSI credit of at least €400 million have been 
granted to over 48,000 employers in respect of over 541,000 workers.

I have been clear that there will be no cliff-edge to the EWSS and, as the Deputies will be 
aware from announcements made on Tuesday 23 February, it has been decided that the scheme 
is now to be extended until the end of June 2021.

With the agreement by Government on the revised plan, COVID-19 Resilience and Re-
covery 2021: The Path Ahead, a cautious and measured approach will be taken as we lay the 
foundations for the full recovery of social life, public services and the economy.  It is therefore 
appropriate that key business supports should remain in place until the end of June 2021.

As the revised plan is implemented, the EWSS will play an important role in getting people 
back to work as public health restrictions are eased, thereby reducing the numbers dependant 
on social welfare payments over time, including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP). 

Consideration is being given to the fact that continued support could be necessary out to 
the end of 2021 to help maintain viable businesses and employment and to provide businesses 
with certainty to the maximum extent possible. Decisions on the form of such support will take 
account of emerging circumstances and economic conditions as they become clearer.

In relation to the tax debt warehousing, I would note that the legislation provides that Period 
2 may be extended by Ministerial order but cannot extend beyond 31 December 2022.  This is 
to ensure compliance with EU State Aid rules, provided for under the EU Temporary Frame-
work for State Aid measures to support the economy in the current COVID-19 outbreak.

The Government will continue to assess the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the econ-
omy and I will continue to work with Ministerial colleagues to ensure that appropriate supports 
are in place to mitigate these effects to the maximum extent feasible.

For those businesses who may need additional support during this period, I would draw at-
tention to the comprehensive package of other business and employer supports that have been 
made available since the July Stimulus Plan and Budget 2021 - including the Covid Restriction 
Support Scheme (CRSS), the Credit Guarantee Scheme, the SBCI Working Capital Scheme, 
Sustaining Enterprise Fund, and the Covid-19 Business Loans Scheme.

The Government remains fully committed to supporting businesses and employers insofar 
as is possible at this time.

24/03/2021WRU03100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRU03200442. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to ensure 
that concession-based moratoriums are being provided to tourism and hospitality businesses by 
Irish banks and lenders until the Covid-19 restrictions are lifted; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14310/21]
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24/03/2021WRU03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, on 18 
March 2020, the Banking and Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) announced a coordinated 
approach by banks and other lenders to help their customers, including those in the tourism and 
hospitality sectors, who were economically impacted by the Covid-19 crisis.  The measures 
included flexible loan repayment arrangements where needed, including loan payment breaks 
initially for a period up to three months and then subsequently extended for up to six months. 
The implementation of this voluntary moratorium by the banking industry was a flexible re-
sponse to the emerging Covid-19 crisis and ensured that a large volume of affected customers 
could benefit quickly during a fast moving and evolving public health crisis.

Borrowers whose payment break has ended are been given an option to return to full repay-
ments based on the same term of the loan or to extend the term of the loan or to engage further 
with their bank on suitable arrangements. The BPFI reported, that as of 31 December 2020, 
approximately 49% of SMEs returned to repaying on the existing term whilst 46% returned to 
repaying on extended term basis and just over 5% were receiving other supports from lenders.

As Minister for Finance I have no function in the commercial decisions made by banks. 
However, the Central Bank has confirmed that there is no regulatory impediment to lenders of-
fering payment breaks to borrowers, providing they are appropriate for the individual borrower 
circumstance.  The BPFI has also reiterated that standard payment breaks continue to be part of 
the wide range of tailored solutions which are being made available to customers upon assess-
ment of their situation.

SME borrowers have regulatory protections via the Central Bank’s SME lending regula-
tions. The SME Regulations https://centralbank.ie/news/article/regulations-for-firms-lending-
to-smes-from-2016 set out the required treatment of SMEs by regulated entities in relation to 
various aspects of business lending. This includes detailed provisions around the credit appli-
cation process, requirements regarding security or collateral, credit refusals and withdrawals, 
handling complaints, managing arrears and having in place policies for engaging with SMEs in 
financial difficulty. The options could include additional flexibility, and this could be a short-
term arrangement such as additional periods without payments or interest-only repayments, 
or if appropriate more long term arrangements. The Central Bank recently wrote to all lenders 
indicating that lenders are to ensure that they have sufficient expert resources to assess indi-
vidual borrower circumstances, and to offer appropriate and sustainable solutions to affected 
borrowers in a timely manner in line with regulatory requirements. The Central Bank’s clear 
expectation is that lenders engage effectively and sympathetically with distressed borrowers.

In addition, Credit Review https://www.creditreview.ie was established to assist those SMEs 
and farm borrowers that have had credit applications of up to €3 million refused or indeed 
an existing credit facility withdrawn or amended by the participating bank. SMEs can apply 
to Credit Review after exhausting the internal appeals process in the participating institution, 
which are currently AIB, BOI, Ulster Bank and Permanent TSB.

I will continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that the Central Bank 
consumer protection and other applicable frameworks will be fully available to all borrowers 
that will still need support.

24/03/2021WRU03400Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

24/03/2021WRU03500443. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance when the disabled drivers and 
disabled passengers tax concession scheme will be replaced in view of the Supreme Court 
judgement of 18 June 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14378/21]
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24/03/2021WRU03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Following approval of the Finance Act 
2020, which provides for the medical criteria for the Disabled Drivers Scheme, the HSE has 
been informed that medical assessments can recommence from 1st January 2021. This is con-
sidered to be an interim solution only. A comprehensive review of the scheme, to include a 
broader review of mobility supports for persons with disabilities, will be conducted this year. 
On foot of that review new proposals will be brought forward for consideration. 

Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted on by, among other things, the 
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the 
COVID vaccination programme.

24/03/2021WRU03700Property Tax

24/03/2021WRU03800444. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Finance if a deferral mechanism or 
staggered payment options can be put in place for householders who are struggling to pay their 
local property tax for 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14398/21]

24/03/2021WRU03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that it has 
engaged extensively with residential property owners who are experiencing financial difficul-
ties since the pandemic began to agree flexible Local Property Tax (LPT) payment arrange-
ments that best suit their circumstances and avoid unnecessary hardship, and it has assured me 
that this will continue to be the case. 

Any property owners experiencing financial difficulties can avail of a wide range of flexible 
payment options both in respect of 2021 liabilities and for any previous years where liabilities 
remain outstanding. The full range of payment options, which include phased arrangements, are 
available to property owners via the LPT portal on the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie/en/
property/local-property-tax/paying-your-lpt/index.aspx.

There are also existing legislative provisions in place that allow property owners to defer 
payment of LPT in certain circumstances. Further information regarding the deferral of LPT 
is available on the Revenue website at www.revenue.ie/en/property/documents/lpt/guidelines-
for-deferral-of-lpt.pdf. However, deferral is not an exemption from LPT, and the outstanding 
liability remains as a charge on the property until it is paid and carries an interest charge of 4% 
per annum.

24/03/2021WRU04000Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRU04100445. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the details of the process 
through which his Department drafts and produces legislation; if his Department outsources the 
drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was outsourced since he took office; 
and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14419/21]

24/03/2021WRU04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): (1) Details of the process through 
which the Department of Finance drafts and produces legislation

The Department drafts and produces legislation in accordance with the procedures outlined 
in the Cabinet Handbook.[1]  In particular, Chapter 4 sets out the procedures to be followed in 
respect of proposals for new legislation.

In broad terms, the Department develops policy proposals subject, where necessary, to 
prior Government approval.  The proposals are then formulated as a General Scheme for the 
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proposed Bill in numbered heads comprising instructions for drafting and explanatory notes.  
Subject to prior consultation with the Office of the Attorney General and any other interested 
Departments, the General Scheme is then presented to Government for approval to draft.  If a 
General Scheme receives such approval, it is then referred to the Office of the Attorney General 
for the Bill to be drafted by the Office of Parliamentary Counsel to the Government.

The procedures set out in Chapter 4 of the Cabinet Handbook do not apply to certain types 
of proposed legislation, including the Finance Bill and Consolidation Bills.

In the development of new legislation, the Department does, where appropriate, collaborate 
with public bodies, particularly bodies under the aegis of the Department, which have expertise 
in the relevant legislative and policy area.  For example, the Office of the Revenue Commission-
ers is closely involved in the development of the Finance Bill each year.  The Department does 
not consider engagement of this type to be “outsourcing” within the meaning of this question.

(2) Does the Department of Finance outsource the drafting of legislation

The Department does not routinely outsource the drafting of legislation, though it may con-
sider this as an option in matters of urgency, or where resource constraints so require.

(3) The Bills for which the drafting was outsourced since June 2017 and the costs as-
sociated with the drafting of each Bill

   Since June 2017, the Department has engaged external drafting services on one occasion, 
as follows:

Date of project 
commencement    

Date of project 
completion   

Title of General 
Scheme / Title of 
Bill  

Consultant Total cost (ex VAT)   

December 2014   December 2018   Central Bank (Con-
solidation) Bill   

Matheson €100,000 

[1] Available at https://assets.gov.ie/6813/2a580791a7b24decb97a550539a0faff.pdf

24/03/2021WRU04300Value Added Tax

24/03/2021WRU04400446. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the amount of VAT reclaimed by 
persons who are not registered for VAT from 2010 to 2020, inclusive in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14433/21]

24/03/2021WRU04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
amounts of Value-Added Tax (VAT) claimed by persons who are not registered for VAT across 
a range of schemes is published each year in the Cost of Tax Expenditures Table, which is avail-
able at link:

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-tax-ex-
penditures.pdf. The data for 2020 will be published in the coming months. 

In addition to the above, farmers who are not registered for VAT may reclaim VAT paid in 
relation to construction, extension, alteration, or reconstruction on certain farming activities. 
The VAT amounts refunded to farmers under this arrangement from 2007 to 2019 are shown in 
Table 15 of Revenue’s Farming Sector Profile, which is available at link: https://www.revenue.
ie/en/corporate/documents/research/farming-profile-2020.pdf.
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24/03/2021WRU04600Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman

24/03/2021WRU04700447. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if his Department is con-
sidering expanding the remit of the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman to provide 
non-legal recourse to SMEs with annual turnover of greater than €20 million a year; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14462/21]

24/03/2021WRU04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The function of Financial Services 
and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) is to investigate complaints made against financial service 
providers and pension providers in an appropriate manner, proportionate to the nature of the 
complaint, by informal means, mediation or formal investigation including Oral Hearings if 
required.

To be eligible to make a complaint to the FSPO, the person making the complaint must fall 
within the definition of a “complainant”, which includes an actual or potential beneficiary, or a 
“consumer”.

The term “consumer” in relation to a financial service includes:-

(1) a natural person, not acting in the course of business,

(2) a sole trader, a partnership, trust club or charity (not being a body corporate) with an an-
nual turnover in its previous financial year of €3 million or less, or

(3) an incorporated body that had an annual turnover in its previous financial year of €3 
million or less (and is not a body corporate that is a member of a group of companies with a 
combined annual turnover of greater than €3 million).

This definition of “consumer” in the Act, aligns with the definition within the Consumer 
Protection Code 2012 (CPC) published by the Central Bank of Ireland as regulator of financial 
service providers.

Current Position

I am advised that data for 2018, published by the Central Statistics Office, confirms that 
micro enterprises accounted for 91.9% of all enterprises in Ireland, during that year.  Such en-
terprises are already within the jurisdiction of the FSPO, as their turnover comes within the €3 
million limit prescribed by the Act.  As more than 90% of all enterprises are already within the 
remit of the FSPO, there does not appear to be any need to expand the remit of the FSPO, to 
include eligibility for enterprises with a turnover of up to €20 million.

Potential Legal Challenge

I am further advised that the FSPO believes that an expansion of its remit to include eli-
gibility for enterprises with a turnover of up to €20 million could give rise to a Constitutional 
challenge.

Article 34.1 of the Constitution provides that the administration of justice is reserved to the 
Courts.  Administrative bodies, such as the FSPO, are permitted by Article 37.1 of the Constitu-
tion, but only insofar as they exercise:

“Limited functions and powers of a judicial nature in matters other than criminal matters”

Expanding the jurisdiction of the FSPO to include enterprises with a turnover of up to €20 
million seems likely to be open to challenge on the basis that the FSPO would no longer exer-
cise limited functions and powers.
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The comments of Hogan J. (of the High Court at the time) in Lyons and Murray v Financial 
Services Ombudsman [2011] IEHC 454, are particularly noteworthy.  The Judge expressed 
considerable reservations regarding the regulations made by the Financial Services Ombuds-
man Council to expand the definition of “consumer” to include a person or group of persons and 
incorporated bodies having an annual turnover of €3 million or less.  In considering an appeal 
against a finding of the FSO in a complaint concerning borrowings of €17M, he commented that

“The FSO cannot be regarded as some form of miniature version of the Commercial Court…
it could not practically function if this was what was expected of it.”

Similarly, in Hooper Dolan Financial Services Limited v Financial Services Ombudsman 
and Abbeyleix Credit Union Ltd [2011] IEHC296, McMenamin J. upheld the definition of 
“consumer” applying to the FSO, but in so doing the Judge stated that the category of “consum-
ers” should be:-

“Seen as distinct from large corporations, well-versed in the financial world, which would 
be precluded and outside any legislative principle or policy”

It is also worth noting that the overall value of redress potentially sought by a complain-
ant with a turnover of up to €20 million, seems likely to go beyond the current maximum 
compensation of €500,000 which the Ombudsman may direct, in addition to rectification.  An 
enterprise capable of generating turnover of up to €20 million seems likely to hold potentially 
very valuable financial products and services and arguably will not require the type of protec-
tion generally accepted as being appropriate for entities coming within the current definition of 
“consumer”.

Compliance Obligations

Any change in the turnover limit for the definition of “consumer” would of course require 
a similar amendment to the definition of “consumer” within the CPC, in order to maintain that 
alignment.  Any such extension of the definition of “consumer” within the CPC and the FSPO 
Act 2017, could give rise to significant extra compliance obligations for most types of regu-
lated entities, having regard to the scope of application of the CPC which applies to most types 
of regulated entities with some exceptions.  Such compliance work would of course give rise 
to significant costs and could transpire to be a significant disincentive to any financial service 
providers considering Ireland as a potential base for operations, thereby potentially diminishing 
Ireland’s competitiveness.  It also appears likely that regulated entities may in certain instances 
either withdraw or increase the prices of certain products or services to newly defined “consum-
ers”, in light of such potential new compliance obligations.

The Ombudsman has informed me that for the reasons outlined above it does not appear 
either necessary or appropriate to expand the remit of the FSPO to include eligibility for enter-
prises with a turnover of up to €20 million.

24/03/2021WRU04900Consumer Protection

24/03/2021WRU05000448. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to update the 
Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2018 to regulate cases in 
which vulture funds transfer legal ownership of loans to third parties but retain beneficial own-
ership; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14463/21]

24/03/2021WRU05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since the introduction of the Consumer 
Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2015, credit servicing firms have been 
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subject to the provisions of Irish financial services law that apply to regulated financial services 
providers, including but not limited to:

- The Consumer Protection Code,

- the Code of Conduct for Mortgage Arrears,

- the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48) (Lending to Small 
and Medium-Sized Enterprises) Regulations 2015,

- the Fitness and Probity Regime,

- the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48(1)) Minimum 
Competency Regulations 2017, and

- the Minimum Competency Code 2017

The Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2018 (the 2018 Act) 
expanded the scope of ‘credit servicing’ to also bring the loan owners themselves directly under 
Central Bank regulation and supervision, and also within the scope of the relevant consumer 
protection framework. The 2018 Act came into effect on 21 January 2019 and expanded the 
definition of ‘credit servicing’ in the 2015 Act to also include the following activities:

- holding the legal title to credit granted under the credit agreement;

- determination of the overall strategy for the management and administration of a portfolio 
of credit agreements; and

- maintenance of control over key decisions relating to such portfolio.

The Central Bank published Authorisation Requirements and Standards (the Standards) in 
December 2015. These Standards require that Credit Servicing Firms must be able to demon-
strate that they are in a position to conduct their affairs in a manner that ensures the best inter-
ests of their customers are protected. The Standards were imposed on Credit Servicing Firms as 
a condition of authorisation and must be complied with on an on-going basis.

In advance of the 2018 legislation coming into effect on 21 January 2019, the Central Bank 
published and updated the Standards to reflect the fact that loan owners now fall to be directly 
regulated. The Standards provide that a Credit Servicing Firms must structure, organise and 
resource its business to ensure that it is in a position to demonstrate that it can comply with 
applicable regulatory requirements. This includes ensuring that adequate and effective control 
of the firm rests in the State, that all firm records are available to the Central Bank, and that the 
firm is not outsourcing activities to any extent that would impact on its ability to meet all ap-
plicable regulatory requirements.

The Standards also contain additional requirements for Credit Servicing Firms which hold 
the legal title to credit granted under a credit agreement and which engage in associated owner-
ship activities. These requirements include that each Credit Servicing Firms must have effective 
processes for the development, implementation and oversight of the firm’s overall strategy for 
the management and administration of its portfolios of credit agreements and the maintenance 
of control over key decisions relating to those portfolios.

The Central Bank’s supervision strategy for the credit-servicing sector has a number of ele-
ments, including:

- Detailed data gathering and analysis, including mortgage arrears and repossession data, 
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such as the pattern of arrears in the Irish mortgage market by entity type; mortgage arrears pro-
file; restructuring activity in the Irish market; data on ARAs and complaints etc. Additionally, 
obtaining direct evidence from consumers to provide first-hand information about their experi-
ences in dealing with the credit-servicing sector.

- Intensified risk and evidenced-based supervision, which includes both on-site and offsite 
inspections. The Central Bank will continue to assertively supervise credit servicing firms’ 
compliance with the CCMA, to ensure that a fair and transparent process is in place for all bor-
rowers, including those whose loans have been sold.

- Use of its full suite of supervisory powers as appropriate.

The Central Bank’s approach to supervision of the credit-servicing sector is underpinned by 
an expectation of high standards and a professional and consumer-focused approach to compli-
ance.

Beneficial owners were excluded from the scope of the 2018 Act as their inclusion could 
have had an impact on entities like passive securitisation vehicles. Irish and European banks use 
securitisation as a matter of course to raise funds for on-lending to the real economy, mortgage 
borrowers and SMEs who need access to credit. This is an important and ongoing aspect of the 
international financial system and passive securitisation vehicles do not have any implications 
for consumer protection.

If securitisation vehicles needed to be authorised and regulated, a number of unintended 
consequences may arise. For example, such vehicles could find it impossible to comply with 
the regulatory requirements of the Central Bank and therefore could be forced out of the market 
completely. Alternatively, they would have to take on staff and premises and adopt structures in 
order to meet these requirements and the costs of this would be factored in the price that buy-
ers would be willing to pay for securitisations thereby increasing costs which are likely to be 
passed to consumer.

24/03/2021WRU05200Consumer Protection

24/03/2021WRU05300449. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider enhanc-
ing consumer protection with regard to the expected increased sale of loans to non-traditional 
entities including vulture funds owing to the economic impact of Covid-19; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14464/21]

24/03/2021WRU05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the 
overall regulatory framework provides a significant number of protections and supports for bor-
rowers in or facing mortgage arrears, in recognition of the distress and, in the case of mortgages 
secured on a borrower’s primary residence, the vulnerability of borrowers at risk of losing their 
home. Most loan agreements include a clause that allows the original lender to sell the loan on 
to another firm. When a loan is sold, the relevant Irish and EU consumer protections continue 
to apply. 

All regulated firms, including banks, retail credit and credit servicing firms (CSFs), are 
obliged to comply with the Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the Code) and the Code of Con-
duct on Mortgage Arrears 2013 (the CCMA) in addition to a range of other provisions of Irish 
financial services law which are outlined more fully below. Collectively, these provide a strong 
consumer protection framework, providing rules with which regulated firms operating in Ire-
land must comply by law. The Central Bank has reviewed, advocated for and strengthened, 
where necessary, these rules in order to ensure that the regulatory framework remains fit for 



24 March 2021

249

purpose and continues to ensure the protection of all consumers in their dealings with regulated 
firms. 

The Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) 2015 amended the scope 
of the Central Bank Act 1997 and brought ‘credit servicing’ under Central Bank regulation and 
supervision. This resulted in a significant strengthening of consumer protection for borrowers 
whereby all consumer protection obligations would travel with loans, if they were sold by a 
bank to a new non-bank owner. Under the 2015 legislation, the new loan owners themselves 
did not directly fall to be regulated; rather it was the company appointed to ‘service’ those loans 
by the loan owner. 

The Consumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) 2018, which came into ef-
fect on 21 January 2019, further expanded the scope of the 1997 Act and has now also brought 
the loan owners (holders of legal title to the credit) directly under Central Bank regulation and 
supervision, and within the scope of the relevant consumer protection framework.

Since 2015, CSFs have been subject to the provisions of Irish financial services law that ap-
ply to regulated financial service providers, including, but not limited to: 

- The Consumer Protection Code

- the CCMA 

- the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48) (Lending to Small 
and Medium-Sized Enterprises) Regulations 2015, 

- the Fitness and Probity Regime, 

- the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48(1)) Minimum 
Competency Regulations 2017, and 

- the Minimum Competency Code 2017 

Authorisation standards for credit servicing firms 

The Central Bank also published Authorisation Requirements and Standards (the Standards) 
in December 2015. These Standards require that CSFs must be able to demonstrate that they are 
in a position to conduct their affairs in a manner that ensures the best interests of their customers 
are protected. The Standards were imposed on CSFs as a condition of authorisation and must be 
complied with on an on-going basis. 

In advance of the 2018 legislation coming into effect on 21 January 2019, the Central Bank 
updated and published the Standards to reflect the fact that loan owners now fall to be directly 
regulated. The Standards provide that a CSF must structure, organise and resource its business 
to ensure that it is in a position to demonstrate that it can comply with applicable regulatory 
requirements. This includes ensuring that adequate and effective control of the firm rests in the 
State, that all firm records are available to the Central Bank, and that the firm is not outsourcing 
activities to any extent that would impact on its ability to meet all applicable regulatory require-
ments. 

The Standards also contain additional requirements for CSFs which hold the legal title to 
credit granted under a credit agreement and which engage in associated ownership activities. 
These requirements include that each CSF must have effective processes for the development, 
implementation and oversight of the firm’s overall strategy for the management and adminis-
tration of its portfolios of credit agreements and the maintenance of control over key decisions 
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relating to those portfolios. 

The Central Bank’s approach to supervision of the credit-servicing sector is underpinned by 
an expectation of high standards and a professional and consumer-focused approach to compli-
ance. 

It is the clear expectation of both the Government and the Central Bank that lenders engage 
effectively and sympathetically with distressed borrowers to deliver appropriate and sustain-
able solutions and treat borrowers at all times, including in response to COVID-19, in line 
with Central Bank’s robust consumer protection framework. I will continue to work with the 
Central Bank, and indeed also maintain contact with the main lenders, to ensure that appropri-
ate arrangements and supports will be available for borrowers and other financial customers 
who continue to be impacted by COVID-19.

24/03/2021WRU05500Cycle to Work Scheme

24/03/2021WRU05600450. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the analysis his Depart-
ment has carried out into the use by employers of third-party providers who operate a voucher 
system in the delivery of the bike-to-work scheme; his views on the use of third-party providers 
in this regard by employers given that they take roughly 10% of every sale at no cost to the em-
ployer but resulting in the bike shop losing out on this money; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14470/21]

24/03/2021WRU05700451. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the protracted payment process of the voucher system with regard to em-
ployers’ use of third-party providers who operate a voucher system in the delivery of the bike-
to-work scheme has resulted in many bicycle shops being unable to facilitate these third-party 
providers and the employees of the companies they represent; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14471/21]

24/03/2021WRU05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 450 
and 451 together.

I am advised by Revenue that section 118(5G) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA 
1997) provides for the Cycle to Work scheme. This scheme provides an exemption from ben-
efit-in-kind (BIK) where an employer purchases a bicycle and associated safety equipment for 
an employee.

Under section 118B TCA 1997 an employer and employee may also enter into a salary 
sacrifice arrangement under which the employee agrees to sacrifice part of his or her salary, in 
exchange for a bicycle and related safety equipment.

Where a bicycle or safety equipment is purchased under the Cycle to Work scheme or 
through a salary sacrifice arrangement certain conditions must be met, for example:

- The exemption applies to the first €1,250 of expenditure incurred by the employer in ob-
taining a bicycle and related safety equipment, or the first €1,500 for pedelecs or ebikes and 
related safety equipment. Employers may incur costs in excess of these limits, but any such ex-
cess will not qualify for the exemption and will be liable to tax. A salary sacrifice arrangement 
is subject to the same monetary limits.

- The bicycle and related safety equipment must be new and must be purchased by the em-
ployer. 
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- The bicycle and related safety equipment must be used by the employee or director mainly 
for the whole or part of their journey to or from work.

- An employee or director can only avail of the Cycle to Work scheme once in any 4-year 
period. A salary sacrifice arrangement is subject to the same time limits and any salary sacrifice 
arrangement entered into must be completed within a 12-month period.

There are no legislative provisions specifying where a bicycle or safety equipment may be 
purchased. Employers may therefore choose to allow employees to select a bicycle and safety 
equipment from the retailer of their choice, or may alternatively offer more limited options, 
for example, allowing employees to choose their bicycle and safety equipment from a specific 
range or a single retailer only. 

I am advised by Revenue that it understands that the voucher system that the Deputy refers 
to relates to arrangements whereby employers may decide to engage the services of a third party 
to facilitate the operation of the cycle to work scheme. As such arrangements are at the discre-
tion of the employer they are a matter for the employers concerned. 

The scheme is designed to be administratively simple in order to encourage employers to 
participate. Any restriction on the employers’ discretion could involve additional administra-
tive procedures for either or both Revenue and employers. As this runs counter to the admin-
istrative simplicity of the existing provisions, it would not be appropriate to alter the existing 
scheme.

Further guidance regarding the Cycle to Work scheme and salary sacrifice arrangements can 
be found on Revenue’s website.

Furthermore, I understand that as part of the 2021 Spending Review, the Department of 
Transport is currently examining the Cycle-to-Work Scheme.  The primary focus of the analysis 
will be the rationale and efficiency of the scheme.  The delivery and operation of the scheme 
will be considered in this context, however, the role of third-party providers will not be the 
focus of this work.

24/03/2021WRU06000Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

24/03/2021WRU06100452. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 389 of 3 November 2020, the position regarding the fuel grant element of the scheme 
for scheme recipients if a disabled driver purchases an electric car; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14517/21]

24/03/2021WRU06200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As outlined in my answer to the Dep-
uty’s Parliamentary Question No. 389 of 3 November 2020, the Drivers and Passengers with 
Disabilities Scheme provides for the remission or repayment of Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) 
up to maximum limits. Section 135C(3)(b) of the Finance Act 1992 further provides that a Cat-
egory A series production electric vehicle can avail of relief of up to €5,000 on the VRT due.

Under the Drivers and Passengers with Disabilities Scheme there is no differentiation be-
tween electric and other vehicles in terms of VRT/VAT relief. The amount of VRT due or paid 
on a vehicle is remitted or repaid up to the maximum relief applicable (€10,000 for VRT/VAT 
relief in most cases). As there is a separate VRT relief for electric vehicles provided for by Sec-
tion 135C(3)(b) of the Finance Act 1992, the amount of VRT due or paid on an electric vehicle 
may be lower than the maximum relief permitted. In such a case the VRT relief will equate to 
the actual VRT due or paid. The VAT element of the refund is given regardless of whether it is 
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an electric vehicle.

Members of the Scheme may claim payment of a fuel grant based on a per litre rate of 
€0.602 for petrol, €0.495 for diesel and €0.106 for liquefied petroleum gas (LPG). An annual 
maximum of 2,730 litres applies in respect of a driver or passenger, and 4,100 litres in respect of 
an organisation. The fuel grant covers petrol, diesel and LPG, it does not cover electricity used 
to recharge electric vehicles. However, it should be noted that electricity supplied for household 
use is not subject to Electricity Tax.

  Question No. 453 answered with Question No. 440.

24/03/2021WRU06400Tax Reliefs

24/03/2021WRU06500454. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if consideration will be 
given to increasing the current rates under the e-working tax relief in view of the current short-
fall for employees in the difference between the maximum rate of employer-allowed working 
from home allowance before tax is applicable and the e-working tax relief; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [14525/21]

24/03/2021WRU06600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Where e-workers incur certain extra 
expenditure in the performance of their duties of employment remotely or from home, such as 
additional heating and electricity costs, there is a Revenue administrative practice in place that 
allows an employer to make payments up to €3.20 per day to such employees, subject to cer-
tain conditions, without deducting PAYE, PRSI, or USC. Revenue have confirmed that PAYE 
workers using their primary residence as a workplace during Covid-19 restrictions qualify as 
e-workers for the purposes of this practice.

This administrative practice has been in place for some time and the choice of whether to 
make the payment of €3.20 is at the discretion of the employer. The value of relief allowed 
under the Irish system is already considered sufficient to cover any legitimate additional costs 
incurred by workers. The level of support allowed also compares favourably internationally: 
at €3.20 per day up to €16 per week or €832 per annum may be paid tax free. By contrast, the 
weekly rate in the UK is just £6 per week or a maximum of £312 per annum.

Revenue also advise that the provision of equipment, such as computers, printers, scanners 
and office furniture by the employer to enable the employee work from home will not attract a 
Benefit-In-Kind charge, where the equipment is provided primarily for business use. The provi-
sion of a telephone line, broadband and such facilities for business use will also not give rise to 
a Benefit-in-Kind charge, where private use of the connection is incidental.

Where an employer does not pay €3.20 per day to an e-worker, employees retain their 
statutory right to claim a deduction under section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 
1997 in respect of actual vouched expenses incurred wholly, exclusively and necessarily in the 
performance of the duties of their employment. PAYE employees are entitled to claim costs 
such as additional light and heat in respect of the number of days spent working from home, 
apportioned on the basis of business and private use.

As I announced on Budget day, in addition to these existing measures, Revenue have agreed 
to allow broadband to qualify for this relief. This apportionment is based on the number of days 
the person spent working from home in year with 30% of the apportioned value accepted by 
Revenue as related to work in the home.

PAYE workers can claim e-working expenses by completing an Income Tax return at year 
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end. Revenue advise that the simplest way for taxpayers to claim their e-working expenses 
and any other tax credit entitlements is by logging into the myAccount facility on the Revenue 
website.

Revenue have published detailed guidance on e-working arrangements in their Tax and 
Duty manual TDM 05-02-13 e-Working and Tax which may be viewed at the following link: 
https://www.revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-
tax/part-05/05-02-13.pdf.

Finally, the national remote working strategy: Making Remote Work, commits the Tax 
Strategy Group to reviewing the current tax arrangements for remote working in respect of 
both employees and employers. The Tax Strategy Group will take account of the economic, 
financial and organisational implications arising from the experience of remote working during 
the pandemic, and assess the merits of further enhancements for consideration in the context of 
Budget 2022.

24/03/2021WRU06700Banking Sector

24/03/2021WRU06800455. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his views on the proposal by a union 
(details supplied) on the need to establish a structured forum on banking to consider the future 
of the banking landscape in Ireland; if his Department will engage with the union to consider 
the proposals further; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14538/21]

24/03/2021WRU06900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): When I met with the FSU, last De-
cember, I outlined that I did not think my Department should participate in the Forum as I was 
concerned that it would not represent a model of good governance to have competent authori-
ties, such as the Department of Finance and the Central Bank of Ireland, participating in the 
formulation of proposals and recommendations that will then be submitted to Government for 
objective consideration by the same competent authorities. However, I assured the FSU that 
I and my Department would examine any proposals or any outputs from the FSU or a banking 
forum organised by it, should one be established.

In addition the Programme for Government highlights the importance of social dialogue and 
the importance of open engagement with all sectors of society. Accordingly, I and my Depart-
ment are happy to engage with the FSU and other stakeholders. In that context, I engaged with 
the FSU late last year on the strategic review of Ulster Bank.  I also met with the FSU following 
the announcement by NatWest that it intends withdrawing from the banking sector in the State 
and has begun the process of winding down its ROI Ulster Bank business and I have committed 
to further engagement with the FSU in relation to this issue.

24/03/2021WRU07000Oireachtas Proceedings

24/03/2021WRU07100456. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if a copy will be provided of the 
briefing notes prepared for Central Bank officials in preparation for their recent Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure and Reform, and Taoiseach session; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [14539/21]

24/03/2021WRU07200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware material 
prepared for Central Bank officials in preparation for their appearance at Oireachtas Commit-
tees or any other events are an internal matter for the Bank.
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The Central Bank is independent in the performance of its functions and this independence 
is enshrined in the Treaties of the European Union and in the Statute of the European System 
of Central Banks.

The Deputy may wish to consider  submitting a request for the information to the Bank un-
der the Freedom of Information Act 2014.

24/03/2021WRU07300Mortgage to Rent Scheme

24/03/2021WRU07400457. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance the actions he has taken 
regarding the decision by a bank (details supplied) to sell loans to a fund despite the fact that 
agreements had been entered into under the mortgage-to-rent scheme with a social housing 
body; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14540/21]

24/03/2021WRU07500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, as Minister 
for Finance I have no role in the day to day operations of any bank operating within the State 
including banks in which the State has a shareholding. I’m precluded from intervening on 
behalf of any individual customer in any particular bank. Decisions in relation to commercial 
matters are the sole responsibility of the board and management of the banks, which must be 
run on an independent and commercial basis. The independence of banks in which the state has 
a shareholding is protected by Relationship Frameworks which are legally binding documents 
that cannot be changed unilaterally. These frameworks, which are publicly available, were in-
sisted upon by the European Commission to protect competition in the Irish market 

Non-performing exposures (NPE’s) remain at an elevated level across the European bank-
ing system and addressing this issue is one of the key priorities for the European banking super-
visor. In Ireland significant progress has been made across the banking sector in reducing the 
level of NPEs since the financial crisis mainly through loan by loan restructuring in addition to 
a number of loan disposals.

Despite this progress, the level of NPEs in the Irish system remains well above the European 
average and some time ago the supervisory authority tasked the management and board of each 
institution with developing and implementing a strategy to address this challenge. The banks 
have no choice but to respond.

You will recall that in 2018 my Department brought forward legislation to ensure that the 
contractual rights and obligations of a customer are not altered by the sale of a loan and custom-
ers will continue to benefit from, and fall under the scope of applicable regulations, whether 
with their bank or a 3rd party servicing entity. In this regard, the Consumer Protection (Regula-
tion of Credit Servicing Firms) Act ensures that relevant borrowers whose loans are sold are 
afforded the regulatory protections they had prior to the sale. All of the customer’s rights under 
their existing terms and conditions will remain in place post transfer.

       Question No. 458 answered with Question No. 423.

24/03/2021WRV00300Tax Code

24/03/2021WRV00400459. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance his views on proposals raised 
in correspondence (details supplied) in respect of the taxation of overtime in Ireland; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14603/21]
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24/03/2021WRV00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is a general principle of taxation that, 
as far as possible, income from all sources should be subject to taxation. 

Ireland has a progressive income tax system which is structured such that the more income 
you have, the more tax you pay. As a person’s income increases they move up through the 
various rates and bands and, as a result, while the levels of take home pay increase overall, the 
amount of tax they pay also increases.

Total income taxes paid account for around 40% of Ireland’s annual tax receipts and thereby 
make a significant contribution to cover the cost of the various Exchequer funded State servic-
es, many of which are experiencing significant pressures at this time due to the need to respond 
to the unprecedented set of circumstances arising as a direct result of the Covid-19 pandemic.

While it is the case that policy choices exist as to how best to deploy the available financial 
resources of the State, such resources are being prioritised at the present time on initiatives to 
support those who are no longer in employment or who will or have had reduced income, as 
well as measures seeking to support employers in retaining staff on the payroll.

24/03/2021WRV00600Financial Services Regulation

24/03/2021WRV00700460. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance the engagement he has had 
with the Central Bank regarding the recent fine levied on a company (details supplied); his 
views on the impact of this case on the international reputation of Irish financial services in 
general; the steps being taken to ensure incidents of this type cannot occur again; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14632/21]

24/03/2021WRV00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Over the last number of weeks I have 
been consistent in setting out my views and those of Government regarding the expectation that 
we have in relation to the conduct of the financial services sector and especially senior people 
within those organisations that are in a position of trust. In the specific case referenced, the 
Regulator has taken action and made its views known.  Furthermore, the NTMA Board took 
action in relation to the State’s dealing with the firm in question. In addition, the firm has also 
now taken subsequent actions in response to developments.

It is important to underline that Ireland has a robust and comprehensive regulatory regime 
for financial services providers, operated by an independent regulator, the Central Bank of 
Ireland. The importance of an independent regulator is widely recognised. As such they are 
the ones that determine what measures or actions need to be taken in relation to any potential 
or actual wrongdoing by regulated financial service providers. This responsibility includes the 
question of whether to refer any matters to other public authorities that may have a remit to 
investigate such matters.

My Department continues to keep matters under review in terms of the overall legislative 
and policy framework.  In that context, my Department is in regular contact with the Central 
Bank on such matters and periodically, I, as Minister for Finance, engage with the Central Bank 
as appropriate. However, it is important to continue to stress that the Central Bank is an inde-
pendent Financial Regulator and the benefits of being so are clear to see.

In terms of the legislative framework pertaining to investment firms regulated by the Central 
Bank, there has been a significant strengthening of the rules in recent years arising from devel-
opments agreed at EU level requiring the necessary EU legislation being transposed as well as 
domestic legislation which went beyond the requirements of EU law.
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The Markets in Financial Instruments Regulations 2017 transposes the EU Directive known 
as “MiFID”, which governs the provision of investment services in financial instruments. It 
applies to investment firms, wealth managers, broker dealers, product manufacturers and credit 
institutions authorised to carry out MiFID activities.  

These Regulations aim to reinforce the rules on securities markets by, among other things, 
improving the transparency of financial markets, strengthening governance rules for investment 
firms and stock exchanges, strengthening investor protection rules and increasing the powers 
of the Central Bank. 

Under current MiFID rules, the Central Bank has a wide suite of powers, including sanc-
tioning powers. It is empowered to apply a maximum monetary penalty, in the case of a legal 
person, not exceeding €10,000,000, or not exceeding 10% of the total annual turnover of the le-
gal person, or in the case of a natural person, not exceeding €5,000,000. It is also empowered to 
apply a temporary or, for repeated serious contraventions, permanent ban, from a member of an 
investment firm’s management body exercising management functions in an investment firm. 
The Central Bank also has powers to bring and prosecute summary proceedings for an offence 
under the MiFID Regulations. In this regard, a person may be charged with having committed 
an offence under the MiFID Regulations even if the body corporate concerned is not charged 
with having committed an offence in relation to the same matter.

The 2017 MiFID Regulations were supplemented by the Markets in Financial Instruments 
Act 2018 which sets out a list of indicatable criminal offences pertaining to the MiFID Regula-
tions.

More broadly pertaining to financial services, the Government has also committed to the 
introduction of legislation around Senior Executive Accountability Regime (SEAR) and the 
introduction of SEAR will complement existing Central Bank regulatory powers. SEAR will 
drive positive changes in terms of culture, greater delegation of responsibilities, and enhanced 
accountability while simplifying the taking of sanctions against individuals who fail in their 
financial sector roles. My officials are engaging with the Attorney General’s Office in advance 
of submitting draft heads of Bill to Government so as to ensure that the correct balance is struck 
between appropriate additional powers for the Central Bank and the protection of individuals’ 
constitutional rights.

Finally, I can assure the Deputy that the Government will maintain Ireland’s reputation as 
having a robust and comprehensive regulatory regime for financial services providers, operated 
by an independent regulator, the Central Bank of Ireland.

24/03/2021WRV00900Tax Rebates

24/03/2021WRV01000461. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details sup-
plied) in County Cork, having completed a form 12 application in respect of significant medical 
costs, did not receive a larger tax refund given the level of expenses incurred. [14671/21]

24/03/2021WRV01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the health 
expenses claim for the person in question was processed on 22 February 2021 following the 
submission of her 2020 Income Tax Return.  

A Statement of Liability for 2020 subsequently issued to the person on 23 February 2021 via 
the MyAccount service, and a refund of tax issued to her bank account on 25 February 2021. 
The refund was the total amount of tax paid by the person in 2020 and there is no further repay-
ment due.
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Revenue has confirmed that it will make direct contact with the person to explain her 2020 
tax position and address any queries she may have.

24/03/2021WRV01200Carer’s Allowance

24/03/2021WRV01300462. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
claimed carer’s allowance here in each of the years 2018 to 2020, in tabular form; the number of 
persons who claimed carer’s allowance in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and were not subject 
to tax due to their income level, in tabular form; the number of persons who claimed carer’s 
allowance in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and were subject to tax due to their income level, 
in tabular form; the amount of tax that was collected in each of the years 2018 to 2020 from 
those claiming carer’s allowance, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14685/21]

24/03/2021WRV01400463. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider removing 
carer’s allowance as a taxable source of income; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14686/21]

24/03/2021WRV01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 462 
and 463 together.

The Carers’ Allowance is a means-tested payment made to individuals on low incomes who 
are looking after a person who needs support because of age, disability or illness. In order to 
receive the allowance, the individual must not be engaged in employment, self-employment, 
training or education courses outside the home for more than 18.5 hours a week.  While taxable, 
the allowance is not subject to USC or PRSI. The Carers’ Support Grant is automatically paid to 
people getting Carers’ Allowance in June of each year. This payment is exempt from taxation.

The number of persons who claimed carer’s allowance is a matter for the Minister for Social 
Protection in the first instance.  However, I am advised that according to Revenue records the 
number of taxpayers with Carers’ Allowance in 2016-2018, the latest years for which data are 
currently available, broken down by those taxpayers with and without an overall tax liability, is 
as set out in the following table.

Year Number of Tax-
payer Units

Number of Units 
with an overall Tax 
Liability

Number of Units 
with no overall Tax 
Liability

Overall Income Tax 
Paid €m

2018 28,100 15,300 12,800 76
2017 26,900 14,300 12,600 71
2016 25,400 13,100 12,300 67

The data provided is on a taxpayer unit basis, where jointly assessed couples are listed as 
one unit. The Overall Income Tax Paid figures in the table refer to the tax paid by the taxpayer 
units, taking account of all incomes, deductions, reliefs and credits. It is not possible to sepa-
rately identify the amount of tax paid in respect of the Carers Allowance income only.

I have no plans at present to change the tax treatment of the allowance. 

24/03/2021WRV01700Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRV01800464. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Finance the five most recent sig-
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nificant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of his Department which have 
required his sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal 
for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements making up this 
period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in 
assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contractors; and the way this dura-
tion compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset of the process. [14777/21]

24/03/2021WRV01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can advise the Deputy that there have 
been no capital projects in my Department which have required my sanction.  

24/03/2021WRV02000Banking Sector

24/03/2021WRV02100465. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has 
been drawn to specific closure timelines and redundancy, security and pension options for staff 
at a bank (details supplied) scheduled for closure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14832/21]

24/03/2021WRV02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The NatWest Group (NatWest) an-
nounced on Friday, 19 February last that it intends withdrawing from the banking sector in the 
Republic of Ireland and it will gradually wind down its Ulster Bank business.

NatWest concluded that Ulster Bank would not be able to achieve an acceptable level of 
return for shareholders and have decided to begin a phased withdrawal over the coming years.

It is anticipated that Ulster Bank’s withdrawal from the Irish market will take place over a 
number of years and I would expect that matters such as redundancy, security and pension op-
tions will be addressed by NatWest in due course. However, I do welcome NatWest’s commit-
ment to seeking solutions where:

- Customers and colleagues are well supported;

- Job losses are minimised with no new compulsory redundancy departures this year;

- Stability is maintained in the sector; and

- NatWest’s withdrawal from the Irish banking sector is achieved in an orderly manner. 

As part of this process, NatWest confirmed that it is negotiations with Permanent TSB and 
other strategic banking partners in relation to certain retail and SME assets, liabilities and op-
erations.  I also announced that it is negotiation with AIB in relation to the sale of a c. €4bn 
portfolio of performing commercial loans, and that staff wholly or mainly assigned to this loan 
book will transfer with the loan book. NatWest and AIB have signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing in this regard.

These announcements signal a potentially important development for the Irish banking sec-
tor. However, NatWest highlighted that, at this stage, these discussions have some way to go 
before final transactions are agreed. NatWest, Permanent TSB and AIB have confirmed that 
they will provide further updates to the market as negotiations progress in this regard.

The Deputy will be aware that I have engaged with Ulster Bank, its parent company, Nat-
West and the Financial Services Union (FSU) prior to this announcement. In all of these en-
gagements, I strongly emphasised the importance of timely communication with customers, 
staff and other stakeholders in relation to strategic decisions regarding Ulster Bank.  I also met 
with the FSU after the announcement and I have committed to further engagement with the 
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FSU in relation to this issue.

I understand, that there are approximately 2,800 staff employed some of whom are located 
in Northern Ireland. Whilst the management of staff matters, including staffing levels, is en-
tirely a matter for Ulster Bank and any counterparty who acquires its business, I would expect 
all stakeholders to be very sensitive in relation to the needs and rights of staff. This includes full 
compliance with European Communities (Protection of Employees on Transfer of Undertak-
ings) Regulations 2003 (TUPE Regulations), and honouring all agreements in place between 
the bank and staff representative bodies.  In addition, I would expect these entities to engage 
with staff representative bodies as appropriate.  

24/03/2021WRV02300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRV02400466. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Finance the supports in place to reim-
burse businesses for stock they have had to dispose of as a result of stock going out of date or 
for other reasons that relate to the closure of their premises due to Covid-19 restrictions; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14968/21]

24/03/2021WRV02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to advise the Deputy that I do not 
have responsibility for this matter. However, I can confirm that:  

- There has been over €630 million in lending approved to 5,260 businesses across State-
backed loan guarantee schemes.

- Take-up of these schemes has varied. There has been high demand for the Future Growth 
Loan Scheme (FGLS) and working with the European Investment Fund, the Future Growth 
Loan Scheme was expanded in the 2020 July Jobs Stimulus and makes up to €800m in lend-
ing available to eligible businesses to support long-term, strategic investment, including in 
response to COVID-19. I understand that a number of the participating banks (AIB, Bank 
of Ireland and Ulster Bank) have currently suspended new loan applications under the FGLS 
while they process a significant pipeline of existing applications.

- The SBCI COVID-19 Working Capital Scheme makes available working capital loans to 
help businesses to innovate, change or adapt in response to the pandemic. These innovations 
may include adjustments to ensure that a business can continue to operate safely. 

- The COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme (CGS) was launched by Government on the 
7th September 2020 and is the biggest ever state-backed loan guarantee in Ireland. Its focus is 
to provide additional liquidity to businesses in a wide range of sectors. This has resulted in an 
increased diversification in loan products available to Irish businesses and greater geographical 
reach for the COVID-19 CGS.

- While take up of the COVID-19 CGS is less than was foreseen, this is due to the significant 
supports that Government has ensured are available for businesses during COVID-19 restric-
tions, including the EWSS, CRSS, tax warehousing and the commercial rates waiver. 

- Low demand for credit is a consistent feature of the Irish SME environment. These Gov-
ernment supports, together with general forbearance from the financial system, including pay-
ment breaks, have meant that Irish businesses have not looked to access credit during COV-
ID-19 restrictions, including through Government backed loans schemes, at greater levels then 
the pre-COVID period. 

- It is envisaged that SME demand for credit and the use of state backed loans will increase 
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as COVID-19 restrictions are lifted and the economy and businesses are able to reopen. 

It should be noted that whether a business can make a successful insurance claim in relation 
to (the cost of) stock disposed of or wasted because of closure due to COVID-19 will depend on 
the specifics of their individual policy. While business interruption is generally a feature of stan-
dard business insurance policies, the terms and conditions for the policies written by insurance 
companies will vary and also depend on how insurers price the risk underlying those policies. 
As the Deputy will be aware, I cannot direct or require that insurers cover claims resulting from 
infectious diseases such as COVID-19.   

Loan, grants and schemes for Business

SBCI - COVID-19 Credit Guaran-
tee Scheme

Facilitates €2bn in lending includ-
ing for term loans, working capital 
loans and overdrafts with loans of 
up to €250,000   available unse-
cured. Backed by an 80% govern-
ment guarantee. 

To 4 March: 5,129 loan applica-
tions have been made amounting 
to almost €346m. 3,470 loans have 
been drawn down by businesses 
for loans totalling €207.04 mil-
lion. 

SBCI - COVID-19 Working Capi-
tal Scheme

Supports loans from €25,000 up 
to €1.5 million (first €500,000 un-
secured) with a maximum interest 
rate of 4%.

To 12 March: 1,007 loans were 
sanctioned to a value of €136.47 
million.

SBCI - Future Growth Loan 
Scheme

€800m of loans available for 
terms of 7-10 years. Loans from 
€25,000 to €3million. This scheme 
is available to   eligible businesses 
in Ireland, including those in the 
primary agriculture   and seafood 
sectors, to support strategic long-
term investment.

To 12 March: 3,228 loans were 
approved to a value of €668.42 
million.

Microfinance Ireland - COVID-19 
Business Loan

Loans of up to €25,000 are avail-
able for micro firms with zero 
repayments and zero interest for 
the first 6   months and the equiva-
lent of an additional 6 months 
interest-free   subject to certain 
terms and conditions.

To 12 March: 274 loans approved 
to a value of €5.16 million.

Enterprise Ireland - Sustaining 
Enterprise Fund

Viable firms in the manufacturing 
and internationally traded services 
sectors who have been negatively 
impacted by COVID-19. Between 
€100,000 and €800,000 available 
and the fund includes a 50%   non-
repayable grant element, up to a 
limit of €200,000.

To 12 March: 413 loans approved 
with a value of €147.89 million. 

ISIF - Pandemic Stabilisation and 
Recovery Fund

€2 billion fund will make capital 
available to medium and large 
enterprises on commercial terms. 

N/A 

Small Business Assistance 
Scheme

€60 million scheme with grants of 
up to €8,000. Available to com-
panies with a minimum turnover 
of €50,000 not eligible for the 
Revenue scheme CRSS, Fáilte Ire-
land Business Continuity  Scheme 
or the Department of Tourism, 
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and   Media’s Live Performance 
Support.

Scheme opened 11 March. 
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Tourism Business Continuity 
Scheme

€55m fund to support those 
tourism businesses that were not 
eligible for the CRSS payment or 
previous Fáilte Ireland continuity 
grant schemes.

 N/A

COVID Supports Data Dashboard – Week ending 12 March 2021

Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP)

Week Ending  Total PUP Claims Weekly change 4 week change
12 March 464,860 -3,987 -16,471

Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) 

Date Employer registra-
tions

Weekly  change 4 week change

11 March 49,000[1] - +700[2]

EWSS Claims

 Employer 
Claims

Employees Direct Sub-
sidy 

PRSI Fore-
gone

Total Value

February 35,700 311,600 €389.8m €60.3m €450.1m
Monthly 
change[3]

-1,100 -41,100 - €15.9m - €1.8m - €17.7m

Total to Date 47,900 539,900 €2,313m €390m €2,703m

 Covid Restriction Support Scheme (CRSS)

Date Business registrations Premises Covered
11 March 21,200 24,800
Weekly change + 300 + 400
 Total payment processed to date: €370.5m

 Stay and Spend Incentive (SASI)

Date Service provider 
registrations

Weekly change 4 week change

11 March 3,144 + 4 +7

Date Total no of re-
ceipts uploaded 

Total Receipts 
value  

Total value of 
credit claimable

11 March 56,953 €9,361,197 €1,872,239
Weekly Change + 937 + €153,953 + €30,790

[1]   Including 1,600 re-registrations and excluding 2,900 employers who registered then 
subsequently cancelled their registrations.

[2]   Compared with 11 February EWSS statistics



Questions - Written Answers

262

[3]   Compared with January 2021 

The Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) was announced in the Budget on 13 Octo-
ber 2020. The details are set out in the Finance Act 2020 and guidelines on the operation of the 
scheme, including the eligibility criteria, are available on the Revenue website. 

The support is available to companies and self-employed individuals who carry on a trade 
or trading activities from a business premises located in a region subject to restrictions, intro-
duced in line with the Living with Covid-19 Plan, with the result that the business is required to 
prohibit or considerably restrict customers from accessing their business premises. Generally, 
this refers to Covid restrictions at Level 3, 4 or 5 of the Government’s Plan for Living with 
Covid-19 but certain businesses may qualify for the support where lower levels of restrictions 
are in operation.

The CRSS applies to businesses carrying on trading activities from a business premises lo-
cated in a region subject to restrictions, which requires the business to prohibit or considerably 
restrict customers from accessing their business premises and as a result, is operating at less 
than 25% of turnover in 2019.

The CRSS is an additional measure for businesses in a region subject to significant Co-
vid-19 restrictions. Businesses who do not qualify under this scheme may be entitled to support 
under various measures put in place by Government, including existing supports available un-
der the COVID Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS). They may also be eligible to warehouse VAT and PAYE (Employer) debts and 
also excess payments received by employers under the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme, and 
the balance of Income Tax for 2019 and Preliminary Tax for 2020 for self-assessed taxpayers 
if applicable.

The purpose of the CRSS is to provide additional support to the businesses who have had 
to close temporarily or significantly restrict access to their premises as a direct result of public 
health Regulations.  

In addition, you may be aware of the Tourism Business Continuity scheme, a €55m stra-
tegic funding scheme announced as part of Budget 2021 to support tourism businesses which 
was launched recently. Further details of the scheme are available on the Fáilte Ireland web-
site at  https://www.failteireland.ie/Identify-Available-Funding/Tourism-Business-Continuity-
Scheme.aspx  

The first phase of the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme is now open for applications 
from businesses in the following categories who meet the eligibility criteria: 

- Outdoor activity providers

- Tourism golf courses

- Hop-on Hop-off bus tours

- Cruise hire companies

- Boat tours operators

- Visitor attractions not eligible for CRSS

- Caravan and camping / outdoor accommodation

In this regard, it may be noted that the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
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ployment recently announced that the Small Business Assistance Scheme for Covid (SBAC) 
is open for applications through Local Authorities. It is available to companies, self-employed, 
sole traders or partnerships with a minimum turnover of €50,000 and not eligible for the CRSS, 
Fáilte Ireland Business Continuity Scheme or the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media’s Live Performance Support. Further details are available at https://
www.gov.ie/en/press-release/16d20-tanaiste-opens-applications-for-phase-1-of-8000-grant-
under-new-small-business-assistance-scheme-for-covid-sbasc/

24/03/2021WRV02600Pension Provisions

24/03/2021WRV02700467. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the basis on which it is 
concluded that the net pension entitlement of a person (details supplied) should result in more 
than 50% tax thereby adding a further burden to their serious health problem; if the matter will 
be urgently reviewed with a view to a more realistic payout; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14975/21]

24/03/2021WRV02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that an indi-
vidual can take a tax-free lump sum from their pension pot – typically 25% of the lump sum, 
up to a maximum tax free amount of €200,000 - but the balance of the pension pot is subject to 
tax at appropriate rates.  Pensions or payments from an Approved Retirement Fund (ARF) are 
taxed similarly to other incomes, in that an individual’s personal circumstances dictate the stan-
dard rate band and tax credits available, upon which their liability to tax is calculated.  There 
are no ill-health provisions in tax legislation which relieve pension payments from the charge 
to taxation.  

For example, in the current tax year, for a married couple or civil partners with one income, 
the first €44,300 is taxed at the standard rate of 20% and the balance of income at 40%. In ad-
dition, the couple are entitled to deduct personal tax credits from the resulting liability, such as 
the credit for married persons or civil partners of €3,300 and the employee tax credit of €1,650 
(where payments are made via the PAYE system).  They may also be able to claim tax relief 
for health expenses.  Income from pensions or an ARF is also liable to Universal Social Charge 
(USC) and PRSI may apply depending on the age of the taxpayer.  In some cases part of the 
payment may be subject to the higher rate of income tax plus PRSI and the USC, but the effec-
tive rate of tax on the overall payment will be much lower.

Payments from an ARF are subject to taxation by way of deduction at source under PAYE. 
In that regard, it is advisable that the taxpayer ensures that his correct entitlement is on record 
with his ARF provider to ensure the processing of any payment is carried out correctly with all 
the appropriate entitlements taken account of in the calculation.

The Deputy provided details of a specific taxpayer in his correspondence and I can confirm 
that Revenue have undertaken to review and ensure that the record and entitlements of the tax-
payer are up to date and correct.

24/03/2021WRV02900Ministerial Meetings

24/03/2021WRV03000468. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he met with officials from 
banks (details supplied) to date in 2021 to discuss the move to reduce banking services in rural 
areas; the details of the latest negotiations by him or his Department on the issue; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14978/21]
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24/03/2021WRV03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The withdrawal of Ulster Bank from 
the market and the decision by Bank of Ireland to close 88 branches in the Republic of Ireland 
are regrettable, particularly for its customers and staff and is an unfavourable development for 
the Irish banking market. 

Decisions in this regard, including the management of branch networks, are the sole respon-
sibility of the board and management of the banks, which must be run on an independent and 
commercial basis. The independence of banks in which the State has a shareholding is protected 
by Relationship Frameworks which are legally binding documents that cannot be changed uni-
laterally. 

Notwithstanding this, Bank of Ireland provided me with a briefing in advance which was 
consistent with its announcement on the matter on 1st March.

Some of the key points contained in the announcement are: 

- The decision to close these branches is in response to changing customer behaviour with a 
significant acceleration in digital banking.

- The branches closing are predominately self-service locations which do not offer a counter 
service.

- To preserve local access to physical banking for those who want it, the bank has agreed a 
new partnership with An Post which will allow personal and business customers use their lo-
cal post office for a range of banking services – including to withdraw cash and make cash and 
cheque lodgements – at no additional cost.  The closing Bank of Ireland branches all have a post 
office within, on average, less than 500 meters.

- The bank confirmed that the new partnership with An Post will be available to all Bank of 
Ireland customers before any branch closes.

- Furthermore, the bank stated that there will be no closures for six months.

On staff, the bank commented that it will be working closely with all colleagues at these 
branches and will be setting out a range of options which include relocating to a different 
branch, moving to a new role in the bank, or voluntary redundancy for those who choose it.

I have met with representatives from both Ulster Bank and its parent company, NatWest in 
recent months. My most recent meeting was with Ulster Bank Chief Executive, Jane Howard, 
on the 19th February.  

The Deputy will be aware that NatWest is in early stage discussions with PTSB and other 
strategic banking counterparties about their potential interest in certain retail and SME assets, 
liabilities and operations.  A Memorandum of Understanding which has been signed with AIB 
regarding certain corporate and commercial loans, signals a potentially important development 
for the Irish banking sector.  While these are primarily commercial negotiations, the Govern-
ment is supportive of trying to bring about an outcome that is good for both AIB and PTSB, but 
more importantly for Ulster Bank’s customers, staff and the Irish economy generally. NatWest, 
PTSB and AIB have confirmed that they will provide further updates to the market as negotia-
tions progress in this regard.

These decisions are a reflection of the wider challenges banking is facing, not only in Ire-
land but also abroad.  The impact of Covid-19, coming on top of weak enough economic growth 
in Europe and America, has already been seen in European banking with consolidation and 
mergers in other European markets.
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In addition, there are major changes driving the consolidation elsewhere. The innovations 
introduced by FinTechs and their increasing market penetration are reducing traffic into the 
branch networks run by traditional banks. Competing with lean and nimble online firms while 
coping with high cost structures is posing a considerable challenge for the traditional full ser-
vice sector and we are seeing cutbacks in these entities in terms of staff, branches and initiatives 
to move their customers online. 

  Question No. 469 answered with Question No. 441.

24/03/2021WRV03300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRV03400470. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he plans to allow SMEs 
to avail of tax warehousing without penalty for at least 12 months after mass gatherings are 
permitted again in view of the curtailment of their activities due to the public health restrictions. 
[14993/21]

24/03/2021WRV03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the cur-
rent tax warehousing schemes allow for the deferral of collection of certain tax liabilities re-
lating to “Period 1”, the “Covid-19 restricted trading period”. The tax liabilities that may be 
deferred or “warehoused” are VAT, PAYE (Employer) liabilities, excess Temporary Wage Sub-
sidy Scheme (TWSS) payments due to be refunded to Revenue by employers, and certain self-
assessed income tax liabilities. 

In the case of VAT, PAYE (Employer) and excess TWSS liabilities, Period 1 refers to the 
period when a business has been unable to trade due to the Covid-19 related restrictions and 
includes the first full two monthly VAT period after the business resumes trading. For example, 
if a business has been closed due to Covid-19 restrictions but resumes trading in April 2021, it 
will be able to warehouse liabilities accrued from March 2020 up to the end of June 2021.

Revenue has confirmed that where a business re-opened but has had to close again due to the 
re-imposition of restrictions, the trade is deemed to be still subject to the restrictions provided 
for in the regulations under sections 5 and 31A Health Act 1947 until it has re-opened again. 
This means that VAT, PAYE (Employer) and excess TWSS liabilities for such businesses can 
continue to be warehoused in respect of the extended restricted period. 

Following the expiration of Period 1, businesses are afforded a further 12 months (“Period 
2”) during which collection of warehoused liabilities will be deferred.

No interest will be charged on outstanding Covid-19 liabilities in either Period 1 or Period 2. 
In cases where businesses have been subject to re-imposition of restrictions intermittently since 
March 2020, the earliest liabilities warehoused (Jan/Feb VAT and Feb PAYE) have already been 
warehoused at 0% interest for almost 12 months. For instance, where such businesses do not 
resume trading until April 2021, these liabilities may be warehoused at 0% interest for a period 
of 28 months in total (from March 2020 until June 2022). Interest on warehoused liabilities is 
charged thereafter at c. 3% per annum until the liabilities are paid in full (this is “Period 3” of 
the warehousing scheme).

Legislation underpinning the warehousing scheme refers to the day on which a business 
ceases to be subject to Covid restrictions and the day it recommences business.  I would not 
consider a reference to “mass gatherings” would be appropriate to include in the legislation.  

The legislation provides that Period 2 may be extended by Ministerial order but cannot ex-
tend beyond 31 December 2022. This is to ensure compliance with EU State Aid rules, provided 
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for under the EU Temporary Framework for State Aid measures to support the economy in the 
current COVID-19 outbreak.

The Government will continue to assess the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the econ-
omy and I will continue to work with Ministerial colleagues to ensure that appropriate supports 
are in place to mitigate these effects.

  Questions Nos. 471 to 473, inclusive, answered with Question No. 427.

24/03/2021WRV03900Bank Charges

24/03/2021WRV04000474. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Finance if he has engaged with 
banks on the issue of negative interest rate charges (details supplied). [15007/21]

24/03/2021WRV04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, as Minister 
for Finance I have no role in the day to day operations of any bank operating within the State 
including banks in which the State has a shareholding. I am precluded from intervening on 
behalf of any individual customer in any particular bank. Decisions in relation to commercial 
matters are the sole responsibility of the board and management of the banks, which must be 
run on an independent and commercial basis. The independence of banks in which the state has 
a shareholding is protected by Relationship Frameworks which are legally binding documents 
that cannot be changed unilaterally. These frameworks, which are publicly available, were in-
sisted upon by the European Commission to protect competition in the Irish market. 

The application of interest rate charges is solely a commercial matter for the board and 
management of each bank. 

Deposit balances and liquidity in general has risen significantly across the banking system 
in Europe in recent years as the ECB has continued to provide additional funds through their 
asset purchase schemes and long term refinancing operations. This has been further exacerbated 
by the Covid-19 pandemic as households continue to stay at home and save and businesses de-
fer investment decisions. This excess liquidity which has grown significantly in the European 
system has to go somewhere and in large part it gets placed back on deposit with the ECB who 
charge the banks -0.50%. The application of negative deposit rates by the ECB has resulted in 
European banks incurring a consequent cost on deposit accounts. The Irish banks are impacted 
in a similar way to their European counterparts. The banks across Europe have looked to pass 
some of the costs associated with negative rates to deposit holders with larger balances. The 
Irish banks are no different in this regard.

In passing on some of these costs it is important to note that banks cannot differentiate be-
tween customers in different sectors and for that reason the approach taken is to apply charges 
based on the size of the deposit balance.

24/03/2021WRV04200Insurance Costs

24/03/2021WRV04300475. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the efforts being made to ensure 
that the associated savings will be passed on to the customer by insurance companies on foot of 
the recent publication of new Judicial Council guidelines for personal injury claims; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15023/21]

24/03/2021WRV04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, neither I, nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products. This 
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position is reinforced by the EU Solvency II Directive insurance framework. Consequently, I 
am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to their business activities, including in 
relation to how they price premiums.

Notwithstanding the above, the Government’s Action Plan for Insurance Reform contains a 
range of deliverables in a number of Government Department policy areas. It is intended that 
the cumulative effect of the implementation of the actions will be to improve the insurance en-
vironment, in particular for businesses. One of the key deliverables in this Action Plan was the 
recent publication of the Personal Injuries Guidelines by the Judicial Council.

The Guidelines significantly reduce award levels for many categories of common injuries, 
particularly those of soft tissue, and provide further detail on how these should be assessed. 
Of note is that a number of common injuries will now move to the jurisdiction of the District 
rather than the Circuit Court, thus reducing associated legal fees. The Guidelines also provide 
guidance in relation to injuries previously not included in the Book of Quantum and will be 
used by both the Personal Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) and the judiciary. Therefore, in 
addition to the lower awards and legal fees, the Guidelines should help to bring more certainty 
to claimants and insurers, and as such reinforce the benefits of using PIAB to settle claims. This 
in turn should further reduce the costs of claims, particularly legal fees. Amendments will be 
advanced through the Family Leave Bill 2021 to allow implementation of these Guidelines as 
soon as possible.

My expectation is that insurers should commence reflecting savings to consumers, business-
es and other groups. I have also previously stated that they should increase their risk appetite to 
extend cover to new market segments or areas they may have withdrawn from in recent years. 
The insurance industry has previously committed to reduce premiums in line with lower award 
levels. In this regard, Minister of State Fleming is meeting the CEOs of the main firms in the 
coming weeks to hear how they will respond to these recent developments. In addition, I would 
hope that the improved insurance operating environment may help to attract new entrants into 
the Irish market.

In summary, the Personal Injuries Guidelines, in conjunction with other strands of the in-
surance reform agenda, should go some way to improving both the cost and availability of 
insurance for businesses, consumers, and other voluntary, sporting & community groups.  The 
Deputy can be assured that the Government is committed to achieving a more sustainable and 
competitive insurance market, and is continuing to progress other aspects of the Action Plan for 
Insurance Reform.

  Question No. 476 answered with Question No. 440.

24/03/2021WRV04600Tax Code

24/03/2021WRV04700477. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has con-
sidered or researched the possible impacts of providing a reduced rate of capital gains tax for 
property owners selling a home to a first-time buyer to help first-time buyers gain a competitive 
advantage over speculators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15079/21]

24/03/2021WRV04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In responding to the Deputy’s question, 
I would draw attention to the existing reliefs that are already available to property owners sell-
ing their home and to first-time buyers.

Capital Gains Tax
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Capital gains tax (CGT) is chargeable on any gain arising on the disposal of an asset at the 
rate of 33%. The first €1,270 of chargeable gains of an individual in any year are exempt from 
CGT.  

 Where certain conditions are met, a person may be able to avail of relief from CGT in re-
spect of a gain arising on the disposal of a property.

 If the property was occupied by an individual as his or her principal private residence for all 
or part of his or her period of ownership, then full or partial relief from CGT will be available 
where a chargeable gain arises on the disposal of that property. The last 12 months of ownership 
of the house by the individual is treated as a period of occupation for this purpose. 

 If the property was acquired between 7 December 2011 and 31 December 2014, then full 
or partial relief from CGT will be available where a chargeable gain arises. Full relief will ap-
ply if the property has been owned by an individual for a period of 7 years. Where the property 
has been owned by an individual for a period of more than 7 years, relief is given on the gain 
in the proportion that the period of 7 years bears to the period of ownership. For example, if the 
property was owned for 8 years, relief will be given on 7/8ths of the gain. Where the property 
is held for at least 4 years and less than 7 years, any gain will not be liable to CGT where the 
disposal is made on or after 1 January 2018. 

 To be eligible for principal private residence relief or the relief for property acquired be-
tween 7 November 2011 and 31 December 2014, a person is not required to dispose of a prop-
erty to a buyer within a particular category.  Guidelines on both reliefs are available on the Rev-
enue website at: https://www.revenue.ie/en/gains-gifts-and-inheritance/cgt-reliefs/index.aspx

 Help to Buy Scheme

An increase in the supply of new housing remains a priority aim of Government policy. The 
Help to Buy scheme is specifically designed to encourage an increase in demand for affordable 
new build homes in order to encourage the construction of an additional supply of such proper-
ties.

The Help to Buy incentive is a scheme that is targeted at first time purchasers and assists 
them with a deposit to buy or build a new house or apartment.  The incentive gives a refund on 
Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in the State over the previous four 
years, subject to certain limits set out in section 477C Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.

 In August 2020, an enhancement to the Help To Buy scheme was made as part of the July 
Stimulus package, which was later extended in Finance Act 2020. In summary, where a first-
time purchaser 

- enters into a contract for the purchase of a new home, or 

- makes the first draw down of the mortgage in the case of a self-build;

during the period 23 July 2020 and 31 December 2021, they can avail of increased relief 
under Help to Buy scheme, based on the lesser of: 

- €30,000 (increased from €20,000), 

- 10 per cent (increased from 5 per cent) of the purchase price of a new home or the comple-
tion value of the property in the case of self builds, or, 

- the amount of Income Tax and DIRT paid in the four years prior to making the application.
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This is subject to the person meeting a number of conditions set out in the legislation.  
Further guidance on the Help To Buy scheme is available on the Revenue website at: https://
revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-15/15-
01-46.pdf.

As the Deputy will be aware, all taxes are subject to ongoing review which includes the con-
sideration and assessment of rates along with any associated reliefs and exemptions. Tax policy 
in this area is reviewed by the Tax Strategy Group as part of the annual Budget and Finance Bill 
process and considered in the wider tax policy context.

24/03/2021WRV04900Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRV05000478. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the number of vehicles owned 
or leased and operated by his Department and agencies and semi-State companies under his 
remit broken down by the number of internal combustion engine, ICE, and non-ICE vehicles 
and fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15119/21]

24/03/2021WRV05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to infrom the Deputy that my 
Department does not own or lease any vehicles, nor does it operate vehicles to conduct any 
Departmental duties.

There are 17 bodies under the aegis of my Department, 3 of which own or operate vehicles. 
These 3 bodies are the Central Bank, the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA) and 
the Office of the Revenue Commissioners.

The Central Bank of Ireland owns or operates 10 vehicles, 7 of which are internal combus-
tion engine (ICE) vehicles and 3 are non-ICE. The fuel categories are petrol (1), diesel (3), 
electric (3) and gas (3).

The NTMA owns 14 vehicles, 13 of these are ICE vehicles and 1 is non-ICE. The fuel cat-
egories are petrol (5), diesel (8) and electric (1).

The Office of the Revenue Commissioners owns 302 vehicles, 301 of which are ICE vehi-
cles and 1 of which is non-ICE. The fuel categories are petrol (18), diesel (283) and electric (1).

24/03/2021WRV05200Insurance Costs

24/03/2021WRV05300479. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Finance his views on the amounts in 
personal injuries insurance guidelines as set by the Judicial Council; and his views on whether 
the level of payment for damages is a contributor to the excessive costs of insurance premiums. 
[15177/21]

24/03/2021WRV05400484. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene as 
a matter of urgency regarding the increasing insurance costs on small businesses and reduce 
damages for minor injuries by 80% given that the Law Reform Commission has made it clear 
that direct intervention by the legislature to cap damages will be entirely constitutional subject 
to certain safeguards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15193/21]

24/03/2021WRV05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 479 
and 484 together.
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In relation to the questions raised by the Deputies regarding the cost of insurance and the 
Personal Injuries Guidelines, I would first note that addressing the cost of insurance is a key 
aim of the Government’s Action Plan for Insurance Reform. In this regard, I welcome the recent 
publication of the Personal Injuries Guidelines by the Judicial Council, which represents an 
important action of the Action Plan.  

The Guidelines significantly reduce award levels for many categories of common injuries, 
particularly those of soft tissue. Of note is that a number of common injuries will now move to 
the jurisdiction of the District rather than the Circuit Court, thus reducing associated legal fees. 
The Guidelines also provide guidance in relation to injuries previously not included in the Book 
of Quantum and will be used by both the Personal Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) and the 
judiciary. Therefore, in addition to the lower awards and legal fees, the Guidelines should help 
to bring more certainty to claimants and insurers, and as such reinforce the benefits of using 
PIAB to settle claims. This in turn should further reduce the costs of claims, particularly legal 
fees. Amendments will be advanced through the Family Leave Bill 2021 to allow implementa-
tion of these Guidelines as soon as possible.  I believe it needs to be recognised that the Guide-
lines were carefully considered by the judiciary. As such we will need a period of reflection to 
assess their implementation, and they should be given some time to be applied in practice. I 
would further note that although the Law Reform Commission’s report on “Capping Damages 
in Personal Injuries Actions” provided a potential legislative model to cap award levels, it also 
concluded that it would be entirely appropriate, and desirable, that the new Guidelines be given 
some time to be applied in practice.

In terms of the benefits accruing from reduced award levels, the insurance industry has 
previously committed to reduce premiums in line with lower award levels, so as such, my ex-
pectation is that insurers will commence reflecting these savings to consumers, businesses and 
other groups. In this regard, the Minister of State, Deputy Fleming, is meeting the CEOs of the 
main firms in the coming weeks to hear how they will respond to these recent developments. In 
addition, I would hope that the improved insurance operating environment may help to attract 
new entrants into the Irish market, thereby increasing competition.

Finally, it is important to note that publication of the Personal Injuries Guidelines represents 
just one of the 66 actions in the Action Plan on Insurance Reform. Other actions aimed at reduc-
ing the cost of insurance include proposals to increase competition, address dual pricing, and 
reform PIAB. I believe that the new Personal Injuries Guidelines, in conjunction with these and 
other aspects of the Government’s insurance reform agenda, should go some way to improv-
ing both the cost and availability of insurance for businesses, consumers, and other groups in 
Ireland.

24/03/2021WRV05600Credit Unions

24/03/2021WRV05700480. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance the status of the review of the 
policy framework within which credit unions operate. [15183/21]

24/03/2021WRV05800481. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance the measures being taken to en-
able and support the credit union movement to grow. [15184/21]

24/03/2021WRV05900482. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance the way in which he is supporting 
credit unions in the expansion of services to encourage community development. [15185/21]

24/03/2021WRV06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 480 
to 482, inclusive, together.
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The Government welcomes the important work credit unions are doing to support com-
munities throughout Ireland at this difficult time and recognises the key role that credit unions 
play in the delivery of financial services in local communities across Ireland. As part of the 
formation of the new Government, the Minister of State in my Department, Sean Fleming TD, 
has credit unions as part of his remit.  

There are a number of commitments set out in Programme for Government, including a re-
view of the policy framework in which credit unions operate. As part of the review, the Depart-
ment has held extensive engagement with the credit union representative bodies since Septem-
ber 2020 to seek feedback on their key priorities for the sector. In addition, the Department is 
taking into account work already completed by the Credit Union Advisory Committee (CUAC).  
The review is now at an advanced stage.

In terms of supporting and enabling the sector to grow, I will outline some recent develop-
ments in relation to lending and investment regulations, SME lending, access to finance for 
retrofit, current accounts and investment in Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs).  

Review of Lending and Investment Regulations

The Central Bank has in recent years completed reviews of both the lending and investment 
frameworks to ensure that credit unions operate under a framework that is both tailored and 
proportionate, to reflect the unique nature of the sector, and to provide significant flexibility for 
credit unions who have ambitions to grow.  

Following introduction of the new lending regulations on 1 January 2020, credit unions now 
have a combined capacity to provide up to approximately €1.1 billion in SME and mortgage 
loans, with further additional lending capacity available to credit unions who can comply with 
certain conditions or on approval by the Central Bank. As at December 2020, credit unions 
had a combined mortgage and SME loan book of circa €344 million, an increase of 12% year-
on-year.  

The revised investment regulations took effect on 1 March 2018. Under these regulations, 
credit unions are permitted to place their surplus funds that have not been lent to members in 
a range of investments including accounts in authorised credit institutions, certain bank and 
corporate bonds, sovereign bonds and investments in Tier 3 Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) 
to provide social housing.   

SME Lending

I very much welcome the recent announcements that nineteen credit unions, supported 
by ILCU, CUDA and Metamo, have been approved by the Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment for participation in the Covid-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme.  With their lo-
cal knowledge, credit unions are ideally placed to support the recovery and providing loans to 
local businesses is a key element of the recovery. Further development of SME lending in a 
controlled manner could also assist credit unions in growing and diversifying their loan book.

Access to Finance for Retrofit 

As you will be aware the Government significantly increased the funding available to sup-
port retrofit in Budget 2021. My officials have been engaging with the Department of Environ-
ment, Climate and Communication, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, and the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland to support increased credit union participation in green 
retrofit loan schemes.  

Current Accounts
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The Deputy may also wish to note that under the additional services regime set out in the 
2016 regulations credit unions can seek approval from the Central Bank to offer additional 
services such as current accounts and debit cards. 51 credit unions, representing circa 50% of 
sector assets, currently have approval to provide Member Personal Current Account Service 
(MPCAS).

Investment in Approved Housing Bodies

Since 1 May 2018 it has been possible for credit unions to invest in Approved Housing Bod-
ies through a regulated vehicle. I understand that a number projects are being progressed by the 
sector at present, which will hopefully lead to investment in AHBs.

24/03/2021WRW00200Tax Yield

24/03/2021WRW00300483. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who have 
filed domicile levy returns; the amount collected since commencement to date for which figures 
are available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15187/21]

24/03/2021WRW00400496. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons 
who have filed domicile levy returns; the amount collected since commencement to the present 
date for which figures are available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15491/21]

24/03/2021WRW00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 483 
and 496 together.

The Domicile Levy was introduced in the Finance Act 2010 to ensure that Irish-domiciled 
individuals who meet certain criteria make a contribution to the Exchequer, irrespective of 
where they are resident for tax purposes. The purpose of the levy is to ensure that individuals 
with substantial income and assets located in the State make some sort of contribution to the 
exchequer.

The domicile levy applies to Irish domiciled individuals whose worldwide income exceeds 
€1m, whose Irish property is greater in value than €5m and whose income tax liability in a year 
is less than €200,000. The levy is payable on a self-assessment basis on or before 31 October 
in the year following the valuation date.  For example, the due date in respect of 2019 was 31 
October 2020. The valuation date is 31 December each year. 

I am informed by Revenue that the table below sets out the number of persons who have 
filed Domicile Levy returns and the amount collected since commencement. Returns for 2020 
are not due until 31 October 2021.   

Year No of Persons Amount Collected (€m)
2010 36 €3.74
2011 35 €3.89
2012 28 €2.99
2013 23 €2.25
2014 14 €2.02
2015 16 €2.43
2016 15 €1.84
2017 12 €1.41
2018/2019 17 €3.13
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Year No of Persons Amount Collected (€m)
TOTAL 196 €23.70

  Question No. 484 answered with Question No. 479.

24/03/2021WRW00700Defective Building Materials

24/03/2021WRW00800485. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance if he will convene a 
forum meeting with the banks and financial institutions in co-operation with the Minister for 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage to request that they immediately play a partnership 
role with the State and affected families in the financial challenge of making homes safe across 
counties Donegal and Mayo under the defective concrete blocks grant scheme. [15200/21]

24/03/2021WRW00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I appreciate this is a very difficult issue 
for households which have been affected by defective concrete blocks.  I note my colleague the 
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, who has responsibility for policy and 
administration of the State scheme to provide financial assistance to those private households 
impacted by defective blocks, has met and discussed the implementation of the redress scheme 
with the Donegal Action Mica Group and that they expressed a wish that mortgage providers 
should make a contribution to the part of the redress costs that will not be met by the State grant.

While oversight of the banking sector falls within my remit, including matters relating to the 
overall policy for the financial sector, the supervisory framework for regulated financial service 
providers and the overall consumer protection framework for Central Bank regulated entities, I 
do not have any role in relation to the policies and individual decisions (either of a contractual 
or voluntary nature) of Central Bank regulated entities.  Furthermore, in relation to those banks 
in which the State has a shareholding interest, this commercial independence is specifically pro-
vided for in a legally binding “Relationship Framework” document which states that each bank 
continues to be a separate economic unit with independent powers of decision making and that 
it is the respective boards and management of each bank that determines its commercial policies 
and conducts its day-to-day operations. I am, therefore, precluded as Minister for Finance from 
any involvement in the commercial and day-to-day decisions of such a bank and accordingly it 
will not be possible or appropriate for me to intervene with individual banks on this particular 
matter.  However, as the relevant Minister, it is open to the Minister for Housing, Local Gov-
ernment and Heritage to engage with any person or entity that he considers to be necessary or 
desirable in relation to the implementation of the scheme to support impacted households.

24/03/2021WRW01000Wage Subsidy Scheme

24/03/2021WRW01100486. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to engage with 
the Revenue Commissioners in respect of liabilities due by persons in receipt of the temporary 
wage subsidy scheme and or the pandemic unemployment payment; his plans to reform the 
way in which the bills are to be settled in view of the fact that employees over the course of the 
pandemic worked through exceptional circumstances; and if he has considered enhancing tax 
credits for those with a due liability over a more protracted timeframe than offered at present. 
[15292/21]

24/03/2021WRW01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue is independent in the exercise 
of its functions and I have no plans to engage with Revenue as proposed in the Deputy’s ques-
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tion. 

Payments made under the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) and the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (PUP) are regarded as income supports and share the characteristics 
of income. As such the TWSS is liable to both income tax and Universal Social Charge (USC) 
while the PUP is liable to income tax only, reflecting the standard approach to the taxation of 
social welfare type payments. 

For 2020, both the TWSS and PUP were taxed at year end rather than in the normal ‘real-
time’ manner due to the urgent requirement to get payments to people as quickly as possible. 
The TWSS was replaced by the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) from 1 September 
2020, which re-established the normal requirement for employers to operate ‘real-time’ PAYE/
PRSI and USC deductions. The continuation of the PUP into 2021 has also re-established the 
practice of operating PAYE (income tax only) in ‘real-time’ for that scheme. However, people 
receiving PUP payments in 2021 will only pay tax when they return to work.  

I am advised by Revenue that any income tax or Universal Social Charge (USC) liabilities 
arising in respect of the TWSS or PUP in 2020 need not be paid as a single sum and can instead 
be paid, interest free, over four years from 1 January 2022, by reducing the relevant employee’s 
tax credits. This arrangement was put in place to ensure any financial hardship in respect of 
these liabilities are minimised to the greatest extent possible. This situation does not arise in 
2021 because of the re-establishment of the normal ‘real-time’ deduction arrangements.

Revenue has also assured me that any persons still experiencing financial difficulties arising 
from the taxing obligations in respect of the TWSS and PUP can make direct contact to discuss 
their specific circumstances and every effort will be made to assist them.  

Finally, in relation to the proposal related to enhanced tax credits, questions of equity arise. 
Other income earners in receipt of comparable “normal wages” are taxable on those wages and, 
in the interest of equity, the pandemic income support payments are subject to income tax.  I 
have no plans to change that.

24/03/2021WRW01300Financial Services Regulation

24/03/2021WRW01400487. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if a matter will be ad-
dressed in relation to investments by persons in a company (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15296/21]

24/03/2021WRW01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of the matter that the Dep-
uty has raised, which my officials are monitoring. 

The Central Bank of Ireland is the independent regulator of financial services providers 
and financial markets in Ireland. I am informed by the Central Bank that it cannot comment on 
investigations, including confirming whether an issue or firm is the subject of an investigation. 

There is a strong legislative framework in place to protect consumers of financial services 
in Ireland. This includes the following:   

The Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO) is the statutory body tasked with 
the investigation, mediation and adjudication of complaints about the conduct of financial or 
pension service providers. If a consumer wishes to pursue a complaint in relation to a regulated 
financial service provider, they must firstly make a complaint to the provider. If the complaint 
is not resolved, they can then make a complaint to the FSPO. When the FSPO receives a com-
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plaint, it is assessed to determine whether the FSPO can proceed to investigate the complaint. 
The FSPO has the power to direct a financial service provider to pay compensation of up to 
€500,000 to a complainant. He can also direct that a financial service provider rectify the con-
duct that is the subject of the complaint. There is no limit to the value of rectification he can 
direct.

The Investor Compensation Scheme deals with compensation claims by eligible investors. 
Claims can only be accepted from eligible investors when a member firm of the Investor Com-
pensation Company Limited fails and cannot return investment instruments or client money in 
accordance with legal and contractual obligations. It is important for investors to understand 
that the Investor Compensation Scheme does not pay compensation in relation to any invest-
ment products which fall outside the definition of investment instrument, nor does it pay com-
pensation for any losses incurred due to receiving bad investment advice, if client investments 
are poorly managed or if the investment performed poorly due to market conditions or other 
economic forces.      

In terms of powers available to the Central Bank, the Consumer Protection Code applies to 
regulated activities of regulated entities operating in the State. 

The general principles of the Consumer Protection Code note that a regulated entity must 
act honestly, fairly and professionally in the best interests of its customers and the integrity of 
the market, act with due skill, care and diligence in the best interests of its customers, and does 
not recklessly, negligently or deliberately mislead a customer as to the real or perceived advan-
tages or disadvantages of any product or service. 

Regulated firms may also sell unregulated products, i.e.,  products which fall outside of the 
relevant legislation and thus not under the Central Bank’s regulatory framwork.  However, in 
such a situation the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code, specifically articles 4.8 and 4.9, 
requires a regulated entity to distinguish between their regulated and unregulated services that 
is provided to a client.

Further details related to the Consumer Protection Code detailing the rules and principles 
that all regulated financial services firms must follow when providing financial products and 
services to consumers can be accessed at: https://www.centralbank.ie/regulation/industry-mar-
ket-sectors/brokers-retail-intermediaries/guidance

24/03/2021WRW01600Wage Subsidy Scheme

24/03/2021WRW01700488. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
regarding the temporary wage subsidy scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15309/21]

24/03/2021WRW01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(TWSS) was introduced on 26 March 2020. It was legislated for in section 28 of the Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 and was an emergency measure to deal 
with the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the economy. Over 66,500 employers were sup-
ported through the TWSS in respect of more than 664,000 employees at a cost of €2.9bn. The 
scheme operated until 31 August 2020 and was replaced by the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS) from 1 September 2020.

Payments made under the TWSS were regarded as income supports and therefore share the 
characteristics of income. It is important to note that other income earners in receipt of compa-
rable ‘normal wages’ are taxable on those wages and in the interest of equity, payments under 
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the TWSS are subject to income tax and Universal Social Charge (USC). While income tax and 
USC on most income is deducted in real-time as and when the person is paid, the TWSS pay-
ments were not taxed until year end due to the Government’s overarching priority of ensuring 
payments were made to employers and employees impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic as 
quickly as possible.

Where a TWSS or Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) related liability arose at the 
end of 2020, taxpayers have the option to pay the amount owed on an interest free basis over 
four years from 1 January 2022 through a reduction of tax credits, thereby reducing the poten-
tial for financial hardship to the greatest extent possible. This arrangement is not required for 
2021 as both PUP and EWSS payments are taxed in the normal ‘real-time’ manner.

Revenue has advised me that while it is not possible from the information provided to com-
ment further on the case referenced by the Deputy, the final tax liability is dependent on the 
couple’s joint income for the year (2020), including the total TWSS received.

24/03/2021WRW01900Tax Forms

24/03/2021WRW02000489. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Finance if matters raised in corre-
spondence by a person (details supplied) in relation to small businesses will receive a response; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15347/21]

24/03/2021WRW02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of recent representations 
received by my office and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners from the person referred 
to, and am advised that the most recent reply issued to the person from Revenue on 26 February.

In that reply, the person was assured that Revenue is very conscious of the challenges facing 
businesses and tax practitioners arising from the COVID-19 pandemic and has implemented 
some key initiatives to support taxpayers during this very difficult time. These initiatives in-
clude, among others, the administration of the wage subsidy and other support schemes (TWSS, 
EWSS and CRSS), the Debt Warehousing Scheme and the suspension of debt collection activ-
ity. 

Regarding tax filing obligations and the imposition of late filing surcharges, the person was 
informed of the flexibility allowed for recent annual filing dates, and that this area remains un-
der review. 

Finally, the person was informed that Revenue is prepared to take a reasonable and prag-
matic approach in exceptional circumstances where it can be demonstrated that there is genuine 
difficulty in meeting a tax filing deadline due to COVID-19 and was provided with relevant 
contact details.

24/03/2021WRW02200Tax Code

24/03/2021WRW02300490. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance his plans to change inheritance 
tax laws for unmarried long-term cohabiting couples who are currently considered as strangers 
to give them the same tax status as married couples and those in civil partnerships; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15386/21]

24/03/2021WRW02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): For the purposes of Capital Acquisi-
tions Tax, the relationship between the person who provides the gift or inheritance and the per-
son who receives the gift or inheritance determines the lifetime tax-free threshold (the Group 
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Threshold) below which gift or inheritance tax does not arise. 

It is a long-held principle of Capital Acquisitions Tax that transfers of assets between spous-
es are exempt. The spousal exemption from inheritance and gift tax was extended to civil part-
ners from 1 January 2011. A key difference between married couples/civil partners and cohabi-
tants is that the former have a verifiable official confirmation of their status and from a practical 
perspective, I am advised by Revenue that it would be very difficult to administer a tax regime 
for cohabitants which would be the same as that for married couples or civil partners. 

As you are aware, where a couple is cohabiting, rather than married or in a civil partnership, 
each partner is treated for tax purposes as a separate and unconnected individual. Therefore, as 
you will appreciate, any change in the tax treatment of cohabiting couples in relation to Capital 
Acquisitions Tax can only be addressed in the broader context of the wider tax system, and fu-
ture social and legal policy development in relation to such couples.

You should note that there are a number of valuable reliefs and exemptions to Capital Ac-
quisitions Tax, eligibility  which are  not dependent on the relationship between the disponer 
and the beneficiary. These include the Dwelling House Exemption, whereby the principal pri-
vate residence, generally the most substantial asset owned by an individual, can be bequeathed 
free from inheritance tax. This valuable exemption allows property to be inherited tax-free 
irrespective of its value where the beneficiary is already living in the house, subject to certain 
conditions. 

In addition, agricultural property and relevant business property of a single individual can 
also be bequeathed with a significant 90% reduction in their taxable values under the Agricul-
tural Relief and Business Relief schemes where the relevant conditions are met.

In conclusion,  the difference in the tax treatment of co-habiting couples is not confined to 
Capital Acquisitions Tax, and is also a feature of other tax heads, such as income tax. There-
fore, any change in the tax treatment of cohabiting couples in respect of inheritance tax could 
only be addressed in the broader context of the tax system and future social and legal policy 
development, bearing in mind the current constitutional requirement to protect the institution 
of marriage.

  Question No. 491 answered with Question No. 441.

24/03/2021WRW02600Wage Subsidy Scheme

24/03/2021WRW02700492. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if he will mandate employers to 
pay the income tax owed by employees in respect of the temporary wage subsidy scheme and 
employment wage subsidy scheme given that employees are obliged to pay this income tax out 
of their net pay or have their credits reduced meaning that their net pay will be reduced in future 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15469/21]

24/03/2021WRW02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(TWSS) was introduced on 26 March 2020. It was legislated for in section 28 of the Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 and was an emergency measure to deal 
with the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the economy. Over 66,500 employers were sup-
ported through the TWSS in respect of more than 664,000 employees at a cost of €2.9bn. The 
scheme operated until 31 August 2020 and was replaced by the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS) from 1 September 2020.

It will be recalled that in order to maximise the financial support provided to recipients, tax 
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on TWSS payments was not collected in real-time through the PAYE system and that instead 
liability for the 2020 tax year will be determined at the end of the year by Revenue through the 
regular “end year review” process. Also, Revenue has confirmed that it will facilitate employers 
who wish to pay the tax liabilities of their employees where such income tax and USC liabilities 
arise from the TWSS.

Should an employer wish to pay these liabilities on behalf of their employees, on an excep-
tional, once off basis and subject to certain conditions, Revenue will not apply the Benefit-in- 
Kind rules that would usually apply where employers make payments of this nature on behalf 
of their employees.

The consequence for the employer is that they will not be entitled to the usual tax deduction 
for such payments made on behalf of their employees in calculating the tax liability of their 
business as the payments would not be regarded as wholly and exclusively incurred for the 
purposes of the employer’s trade or profession.

To prevent any abuse of this arrangement, while still allowing the employer sufficient time 
to consider the option on behalf of their employees, this facility is limited to payments made by 
employers on behalf of their employees up to end June 2021.

I would encourage any employers who are in a position to discharge such liabilities on be-
half of their workers to do so, but I also acknowledge that, as with the decision around whether 
to avail of the TWSS in the first place, the question of whether an employer pays the income tax 
owed by employees in respect of the TWSS is a matter between the employer and the relevant 
employees.

In this regard, it is recalled that an individual’s entitlements and rights in an employment 
context, the amount of wages that an employer may be legally obliged to pay employees in re-
spect of hours worked as well as an employer’s capacity to pay wages to employees in light of 
the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the employer’s business are all matters that are outside 
the remit of the scheme.

The EWSS, which replaced the TWSS from 1 September 2020, re-established the the nor-
mal requirement to operate PAYE on all employee salaries, providing for the regular deduction 
and remittance of income tax, USC and employee PRSI.

24/03/2021WRW02900National Asset Management Agency

24/03/2021WRW03000493. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the details of payments 
made by NAMA to law and accountancy firms from 2018 to date; the amount received by each 
of the firms for each respective year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15487/21]

24/03/2021WRW03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by NAMA that they are 
currently compiling the information as requested by the Deputy. Unfortunately they were not 
in a position to finalise the information within the timeframe provided, therefore I will provide 
this information directly to the Deputy once it is received from NAMA.

24/03/2021WRW03200Central Bank of Ireland

24/03/2021WRW03300494. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the details of payments 
made by the Central Bank to law and accountancy firms from 2018 to date; the amount received 
by each of the firms for each respective year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[15488/21]

24/03/2021WRW03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Deputy, please see below the details 
of payments made by the Central Bank to accountancy and law firms for the years 2018, 2019 
and 2020. The Bank has also provided figures for January and February of 2021, which are the 
latest details available.

In terms of accountancy fees, the details below capture all of the amounts incurred by the 
Central Bank in relation to costs posted to the consultancy and audit fees expense lines. 

The information provided in respect of legal firms captures the total costs posted to the legal 
fees expense line of the Central Bank. The Bank has disclosed the total costs incurred with law 
firms per year, as to disclose by reference to specific firms could prejudice legal proceedings.                  

Accountancy Firms      2018      2019      2020   January & February 
2021   

Grant Thornton €2,347,569 €109,586 €296,743 €17,496
Deloitte €409,406 €1,143,802 €189,375 €119,036
Mazars €411,481 €597,195 €653,732, €17,514
EY €1,303,213 €111,877 €7,617 €8,817
PWC €325,587 €160,690 €166,226  
KPMG €162,719 €5,101 €24,600 €157,530
Grand Total €4,959,974 €2,128,250 €1,338,293 €320,393
     
Legal Firms 2018 2019 2020 January & February 

2021
Total Legal Fees €6,610,350 €5,294,808 €2,717,848 €421,488

24/03/2021WRW03500Departmental Contracts

24/03/2021WRW03600495. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the details of all pro 
bono work undertaken by accountancy firms for his Department from 2016 to date by the type 
of work, the number of hours spent and the name of the accountancy firms involved; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15489/21]

24/03/2021WRW03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can advise the Deputy that no pro-
bono work was undertaken by accountancy firms within the Department of Finance for the 
period 2016 to date.

  Question No. 496 answered with Question No. 483.

24/03/2021WRW03900Revenue Commissioners

24/03/2021WRW04000497. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the details of payments 
by the Revenue Commissioners to law and accountancy firms from 2018 to date; the amount 
received by each of the firms in each respective year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15486/21]

24/03/2021WRW04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have answered this question with the 
assumption that it refers to consultancy payments paid by the Revenue Commissioners to law 
and accountancy firms.



Questions - Written Answers

280

I am advised by Revenue that €35.37m was paid to providers of legal and accountancy ser-
vices from January 2018 to February 2021, inclusive.  A breakdown of these payments is set 
out in the table below.

[<ahref=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-23_pq497-23-03-18_en.docx”>SSHA</a>]

  Question No. 498 answered with Question No. 441.

24/03/2021WRW04300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRW04400499. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance if the CRSS will be made 
available for charity shops that are closed under level 5 restrictions and backdated for same. 
[15514/21]

24/03/2021WRW04500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am acutely aware of the difficulties that these necessary ongoing Covid-19 restrictions 
are putting on all businesses right across the country.  I know that Charities and charity shops 
are also struggling during these restrictions.  Individuals and businesses are making sacrifices 
in order to protect their communities.

With that in mind, I recently announced the new Small Business Assistance Scheme for 
COVID.  This scheme is now open for applications through Local Authorities and will provide 
a €4,000 grant for businesses for the first quarter of this year.  Closing date for Local Authorities 
to receive applications is 21st  April, 2021.  A decision on the second quarter of this year will 
be made in due course.  

Charity shops may be eligible for this grant if the criteria for the scheme are applicable to 
them.

The Scheme is open to companies, self-employed, sole traders or partnerships, with a mini-
mum turnover of €50,000 and are not owned and operated by a public body. The Scheme is 
open to firms that currently employ less than 250 and with current turnover of less than €25m.

Businesses down 75% or more in turnover among those expected to benefit the scheme.  
The scheme is available to businesses not eligible for CRSS, the Fáilte Ireland Business Conti-
nuity Scheme, or the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media’s Live 
Performance Support.

The business must operate from a building, or similar fixed physical structure on which 
business rates are payable (mobile premises, or premises which are not permanently fixed in 
place, do not meet the definition of business premises nor do premises on which no rates are 
payable).

The turnover of the business over the claim period is estimated to be no more than 25% of 
the average weekly turnover of the business in 2019; or the projected average weekly turnover 
of the business for 1 January to 31 March 2021, for businesses that commenced after 1 Novem-
ber 2020.

You should be aware that the Government also introduced a comprehensive package to 
help businesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), low-cost loans, the deferral 
and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. 
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I would urge business owners including charity shops to seek the supports outlined above 
if they have not already done so.  I would also suggest that you should contact the Department 
of Rural and Community Development who have developed a scheme who the charity sector.

Full details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are available on my Department’s 
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

I want to assure you that I and my colleagues across Government will continue to keep the 
range of measures under review.

24/03/2021WRW04600Brexit Issues

24/03/2021WRW04700500. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 166 of 24 February 2021, the way in which an importer can prove the origin of 
a used car as EU, UK or a third country and that under the rules of origin for a UK originating 
vehicle that the value of non-originating material in the production of a car does not exceed 
45% of the ex-works price of a car; if he is satisfied that this requirement can be reasonably met; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15537/21]

24/03/2021WRW04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that import-
ers of cars from the UK into Ireland can claim a preferential tariff rate under the EU-UK Trade 
and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) where they can provide proof that the goods they are im-
porting are of UK preferential origin as required by the Rules of Origin in the Agreement. The 
proof requirements are provided for under EU Customs legislation including the TCA and ap-
ply in all EU member states. As Customs is an EU competence, it is not possible for Ireland to 
alter these requirements. 

The proofs required by Revenue include a ‘statement on origin’ from the UK exporter on an 
invoice or any other document that describes the car in sufficient detail to identify it. Importers 
requesting the issue of a ‘statement on origin’ by an exporter must satisfy themselves that the 
exporter will be able to provide supporting documents if requested by UK customs. Alterna-
tively, a claim for a preferential tariff rate may be made on the basis of supporting documents, or 
records provided by the exporter or manufacturer which are in the importer’s possession. These 
documents proving the originating status of the car must be available for inspection by Revenue 
if requested. They must be retained for a period of 3 years from the date of importation. 

Under the TCA rules of origin for a UK originating car that is not a hybrid or electric, the 
value of non-originating material in the production of a car must not exceed 45% of the ex-
works price of a car. Alternative product-specific rules of origin apply for electrified and hybrid 
vehicles with both internal combustion engine and electric motor as motors for propulsion. For 
these cars, until 31 December 2023, the value of non-originating material used in the production 
of the car must not exceed 60% of the ex-works price of the car, and from 1 January 2024 until 
31 December 2026, the value of non-originating material used in the production of the car must 
not exceed 55% of the ex-works price of the car.

I am further advised by Revenue that the proofs required for preferential origin in the TCA 
are the same as the proofs required in other trade agreements that the EU has entered into, and 
generally come from the exporter, via the car supplier or manufacturer. Where the supplier/
manufacturer provides the exporter with the information necessary to determine the originat-
ing status of the car, the supplier must do so by means of a ‘supplier’s declaration’. Where the 
information is not provided by the supplier, the exporter can supply other evidence or support-
ing documents coming from other sources insofar as they contain the necessary information. 
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Such information can include a description of the originating and non-originating materials 
used in the production process and the value of the product as well as the value of all the non-
originating and/or originating materials used in the production.

  Question No. 501 answered with Question No. 441.

24/03/2021WRW05000Motor Insurance

24/03/2021WRW05100502. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the status of the meeting between 
the Minister of State for financial services,credit unions and insurance and the chief executive 
officers of the main insurance companies; if the Minister of State plans to raise the issue of mo-
tor insurance rebates in view of the Covid-19 restrictions and the resulting reduction in motor 
claims costs for insurance companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15701/21]

24/03/2021WRW05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Working to protect insurance policy-
holders during and after the COVID-19 crisis is a priority issue for Government. As such, it 
is included within the Programme for Government and the Action Plan for Insurance Reform, 
launched in December. Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, I have consistently called 
on insurers to treat their customers honestly, fairly and professionally.

I can assure the Deputy that both Minister of State Fleming and I have had extensive en-
gagement with the main insurers and other key policy stakeholders throughout 2020 and that 
this will continue during 2021. As the Deputy will recall, in my meeting with Insurance Ireland 
in April 2020, I called on motor insurers to be pro-active and generous in relation to their cus-
tomers during the COVID-19 crisis. In particular, I noted what was likely to be a significant 
reduction in claims for this period due to the travel restrictions that were in place at that time. 
This ultimately resulted in a number of insurers announcing a range of forbearance measures 
and motor insurance rebates for policyholders. In addition, insurers have agreed to further re-
view the situation if extended COVID-19 restrictions on movement result in sustained lower 
road usage and claims frequency this year.

As part of a comprehensive engagement on the Government’s insurance reform agenda with 
a wide range of stakeholder interests, including Insurance Ireland, Minister of State Fleming 
held a series of meetings with the main Irish insurers in November and December 2020. He 
again raised the need for industry to respond to both the Government’s ongoing reforms and 
COVID-19 pandemic by lowering premiums, to continue to offer forbearance measures, and 
to expand their risk horizon in the market (such as providing more cover for younger drivers).

I note Insurance Ireland announced a continuance of forbearance measures on behalf of a 
number of its members in late January, including a number of measures directly targeting motor 
insurance policyholders. In the coming weeks Minister of State Fleming will again meet with 
the main insurers to discuss their response to the recently published Personal Injuries Guide-
lines.  The insurance industry’s ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including the 
issue of motor insurance rebates, will also be included on the agenda for these meetings.

24/03/2021WRW05300Help-To-Buy Scheme

24/03/2021WRW05400503. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider extend-
ing the provisions of the help-to-buy incentive scheme beyond 31 December 2021 for first-time 
buyers especially for those who are self-building and have been unable to progress with their 
housing projects due to the Covid-19 level 5 restrictions affecting the construction sector; and 



24 March 2021

283

if he will make a statement on the matter. [15741/21]

24/03/2021WRW05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive was 
introduced in 2017.  The measure is currently scheduled to expire on 31 December 2021.

HTB gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in Ire-
land over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legislation.  An increase in 
the supply of new housing remains a priority aim of Government policy. The HTB scheme is 
specifically designed to encourage an increase in demand for affordable new build homes in 
order to encourage the construction of an additional supply of such properties.  It also assists 
first-time buyers in accumulating a deposit for a new home.

In order to help further meet these goals, I announced an enhancement to the existing scheme 
with effect from 23 July last for the remainder of 2020 as part of the July Stimulus Package. The 
legislation that gives effect to this is set out in the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No.2) Act 
2020. The Finance Act 2020 further extended the period of application of the enhanced levels 
of support until 31 December 2021.   

The question of the future of HTB support beyond its current expiry date is a matter that 
will be considered in due course in the context of Budget 2022 and the subsequent Finance Bill.

24/03/2021WRW05600Tax Collection

24/03/2021WRW05700504. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance if the tax liability of a per-
son (details supplied) will be re-examined immediately in view of the fact that the reduction in 
their income due to tax is causing hardship. [15759/21]

24/03/2021WRW05800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the per-
sons’ tax credits and rate band allocations have been reduced in 2021 to collect the tax due on 
their Department of Social Protection (DSP) Pandemic Unemployment Payments and Carer’s 
Income supports. 

The mechanism to tax the PUP for 2021, in common with other DSP payments, including 
Carer’s Income and Jobseekers’ Benefit, is by reducing the recipient’s current year tax credits 
and rate bands. In taxing PUP payments in this manner, which is in accordance with the legis-
lation, Revenue is ensuring, as far as possible, that people do not end up with a tax liability at 
the end of 2021 that will have to be paid in future years. The avoidance of such tax arrears to 
be paid in future years is particularly important in circumstances where taxpayers may already 
have an arrear in respect of 2020.

Revenue has confirmed that tax credits previously allocated to the assessable spouse’s em-
ployment are now allocated to his occupational pension to ensure the most effective benefit to 
him. Subject to the revised instruction from Revenue to the occupational pension provider (Rev-
enue Payroll Notification) being implemented by the provider before it completes the March 
payroll run, the person will pay a reduced tax amount of approximately €203 for the month. 

Once the person returns to work, he should immediately contact DSP and ensure his PUP 
payments are stopped. In turn, DSP will notify Revenue that the payment has ceased, and Rev-
enue will then re-adjust his tax credits to reflect the fact that the payment has stopped. Revenue 
will also issue a revised instruction to his employer/pension provider to reflect the updated 
position and a revised Tax Credit Certificate will issue to him. Any delay in issuing the revised 
instruction to the employer will delay receipt of his full tax credit entitlements, so prompt noti-
fication of his return to work to the DSP is very important.
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Finally, Revenue has also advised me that the person’s spouse may be entitled to claim the 
Home Carer’s Tax Credit for 2021 and for previous years if she meets the qualifying criteria, 
which is set out at link: www.revenue.ie/en/personal-tax-credits-reliefs-and-exemptions/health-
and-age/home-carer-credit/qualifying-for-home-carer-tax-credit.aspx. If the person’s spouse 
considers that she is eligible for the credit, she should complete a ‘Home Carer Tax Credit 
Claim’ form through Revenue’s myAccount service, which is available at link https://www.rev-
enue.ie/en/personal-tax-credits-reliefs-and-exemptions/documents/home-carers-credit-claim-
form.pdf. 

24/03/2021WRW05900Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRW06000505. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Finance the total Covid-19-related 
spend in 2020 by his Department, agency and budget line item; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15846/21]

24/03/2021WRW06100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In 2020, my Department had a total 
Covid-19 related expenditure of €480,102.44. This spend is broken down by line item in the 
table below.   

Purpose of Expenditure Total Spend (incl VAT)
Cleaning €11,317.61
Courier €15,667.56
Equipment €72,140.57
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) €29,231.08
Sanitiser €18,852.20
ICT Expenditure to facilitate remote work-
ing

€191,683.42   

Economic research undertaken jointly with 
the Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI)

€141,210.00

There are 17 bodies under the aegis of my Department, of which 6 have confirmed that they 
did not incur any Covid-19 related expenditure in 2020. These are the Credit Union Advisory 
Committee, the Credit Union Restructuring Board, the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Ap-
peal, the Investor Compensation Company DAC, the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council and the 
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland.   

It was not possible for 2 of the bodies, the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) 
and the National Treasury Management Agency (NTMA), to respond to the information request 
in the time available and therefore I will provide the information in line with Standing Orders.   

Details of the Covid-19 related expenditure incurred by the remaining 9 bodies under the 
aegis of my Department are set out in the attached table.

Body under aegis of Department 
of Finance

Purpose of Expenditure Total Spend (incl VAT)

Signage and touch free solutions €86,000 
Cleaning, materials and sanitiser €290,000 
Ergonomic equipment for remote working €45,000 
Delivering remote working equipment €74,000 
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Body under aegis of Department 
of Finance

Purpose of Expenditure Total Spend (incl VAT)

External IT and other contractor costs €793,000 
Peripherals and monitors for remote working €437,000 
Additional data charges for remote working €85,000 
Additional remote working licenses €68,000 
Additional Webex costs €32,000 
Covid awareness video €9,000 
Computer Equipment €122,000 

Central Bank Premises alterations €17,000 
Advertising €13,448.42

Credit Review Office Social media €1,959.27
IT equipment €74,713.90
Home working equipment €3,785.94
Ergonomics training €2,157.91

Financial Services and Pensions 
Ombudsman

Telecoms €1,886.82

Legal costs associated with the establishment 
of the Momentum Fund

€39,198.22 

Home Building Finance Ireland Momentum Fund: Report by third party ac-
countancy firm on ‘Senior Bank Development 
Finance Terms’ 

€6,125.40 

Facilities €15,680.14
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation ICT €24,211.84

Hand-sanitiser and disposable masks €48.23
Irish Financial Services Appeals 
Tribunal

Audio-visual equipment for the purposes of 
conducting remote hearings

€3,469.88

ICT €52,277.97 
Incidentals (incl Personal Protective Equip-
ment, disinfectants & signage)

€12,977.42 

Couriers €4,972.79 
Office of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General 

Deep cleaning €1,321.14 

Personal Protective Equipment €1,822,969
Mobile phones €246,103  
Cleaning costs (incl. specialised industrial 
cleaning)

€53,000

Screens & sanitiser stations €40,000
Covid signage €21,732
Printing and distribution of printed goods €7,647
Covid related Travel and Subsistence €2,817

Office of the Revenue Commis-
sioners 

ICT (mainly related to development of wage 
subsidy schemes)

€2,903,858

Sanitisers, signage and masks €3,992
IT licences €1,332
Remote Polycom / Pexip Units €43,234

Tax Appeals Commission Perspex Screens €21,500
  Question No. 506 answered with Question No. 423.

24/03/2021WRW06300Departmental Administrative Arrangements
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24/03/2021WRW06400507. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Finance the payment options available 
for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by his  Department; and if there are plans to provide 
further online payment facilities. [15854/21]

24/03/2021WRW06500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that it pro-
vides a wide range of online payment facilities to support taxpayers in meeting their tax pay-
ment obligations. These payment options are available through the Revenue On-Line Service 
(ROS) and the MyAccount service on a 24/7 basis and are fully secure.

The available on-line options include ROS Debit Instruction (RDI), Single Debit Instruction 
(SDI), direct debit and debit/credit card facilities. For Local Property Tax (LPT), Revenue also 
provides deduction at source from salary, pension and certain Government payments as well 
as through approved third-party service providers, including An Post, Omnivend and Payzone. 

Finally, while Revenue’s strong preference is to manage payments through its on-line chan-
nels, it will accept cheque or electronic file transfer payments on an exceptional basis where it 
is the most viable alternative for individual taxpayers.

24/03/2021WRX00200Vehicle Registration Tax

24/03/2021WRX00300508. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the supporting documentation 
required for a VRT application to be processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15872/21]

24/03/2021WRX00400509. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if a quarterly stock report and 
shipping documentation from the seller for a vehicle imported from Northern Ireland is required 
in order to process a VRT application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15873/21]

24/03/2021WRX00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 508 
and 509 together.

I am advised by the Revenue Commissioners that where an individual purchases a new ve-
hicle in the State, the motor dealer will register it at the point of sale.  The dealer will pay the 
relevant Vehicle Registration Tax and Value Added Tax to Revenue and the vehicle will be sup-
plied with registration plates. In all other cases where a vehicle is purchased and brought into 
the State it must be registered at a National Car Testing Service centre (NCTS). At the NCTS 
centre the vehicle will be inspected and the tax payable calculated by the operator. 

Where the vehicle to be registered is a new vehicle, a valid Certificate of Conformity 
(CoC) must be entered on the Revenue system before registration can proceed. A CoC con-
tains information produced by a manufacturer that is unique to each vehicle manufactured. 
An individual purchasing a new vehicle to bring into the State must check in advance that the 
car seller has a CoC prior to purchase. Full details on CoC requirements for registration are 
available on the Revenue website at https://www.revenue.ie/en/importing-vehicles-duty-free-
allowances/documents/vrt/ecoc-procedures-manual.pdf  

Where the vehicle being purchased from abroad is a used vehicle, foreign registration docu-
ments will be required to register the vehicle in the State, along with confirmation of the level 
of CO2 and NOx emissions of the vehicle at the time of manufacture. Further documentation 
required at registration includes the PPSN and proof of identity of the person registering the 
vehicle and that of the vehicle owner if registering on behalf of someone else. A Vehicle Pur-
chase Details (VPD) Form is required and documentary evidence of the date a vehicle entered 
the State. This evidence can include shipping details from the seller or travel documents. An 
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import declaration specifying when the vehicle was brought into the EU is required as well as 
an invoice clearly showing the date of purchase. Where the invoice is more than 30 days old, 
evidence of vehicle storage outside the State may be required.

Since 1 January 2021 an import of a vehicle from Great Britain is treated as an import from 
a non-European Union (EU) country. Prior to presenting a vehicle imported from Great Britain 
for registration a customs declaration must be completed and any customs duty if applicable 
must be paid along with VAT at 23%.

Where a person has purchased a vehicle that was registered in Northern Ireland or registered 
to a person resident in Northern Ireland before 1 January 2021, this vehicle may be registered in 
the State, on payment of VRT, without any checks on its customs status. However, vehicles first 
registered in Great Britain and subsequently registered in or brought into Northern Ireland after 
1 January 2021 may be liable to customs duty, if applicable, and are liable to VAT at import if 
they are subsequently imported into the State. 

Where the importer provides a copy of the import declaration in respect of the importation 
into Northern Ireland that clearly identifies the vehicle, customs duty will not apply but VAT at 
import must be paid or accounted for.  A VAT registered dealer will be able to avail of postponed 
accounting for VAT at import in respect of importations from Great Britain or Northern Ireland 
and therefore VAT will become payable when the vehicle is sold. The VAT registered dealer will 
account for the VAT at import in their normal VAT return and take a simultaneous input VAT 
deduction.  When the vehicle is sold the dealer must charge VAT at 23% on the full value of the 
sale (excluding VRT), not their margin.

Full details on the requirements for registering a vehicle in the State, including the arrange-
ments in place since 1 January 2021 for vehicles purchased from Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, are available on the Revenue website.

24/03/2021WRX00700Insurance Coverage

24/03/2021WRX00800510. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to ensure 
property owners at risk of flooding have fair access to insurance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15920/21]

24/03/2021WRX00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am conscious of the difficulties that 
the absence or withdrawal of flood insurance cover can cause to homeowners and businesses.  
However, you should be aware that the provision of insurance is a commercial matter for insur-
ance companies, which is based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept. Con-
sequently, neither I nor the Central Bank can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance 
products. This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance (Solvency II Direc-
tive).

Current government policy in relation to increasing flood insurance coverage is focused on 
the development of a sustainable, planned and risk-based approach to managing flooding prob-
lems. To achieve this aim there is a focus on:

- Investing almost €1 billion to flood relief measures over the lifetime of the National De-
velopment Plan 2018-2027. 

- Implementation of flood relief management plans by the Office of Public Works (OPW), 
and; 
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- Maintaining channels of communication between the OPW and the insurance industry, in 
order to reach a better understanding about the provision of flood cover in affected areas.

The above approach is underpinned by a Memorandum of Understanding between the OPW 
and industry representatives Insurance Ireland, who meet on a quarterly basis to help implement 
this initiative. This provides for the exchange of data in relation to completed flood defence 
schemes which should in turn provide a basis for the increased provision of flood insurance in 
these areas. 

I acknowledge that while there has been an overall increase in the provision of flood in-
surance between 2015 and 2020, some householders are still experiencing difficulties. This is 
particularly the case for households in areas with demountable flood defences.

My Department is reviewing the challenges of property insurance and flooding as part of the 
action points for my Department under the Climate Action Plan. It launched a public consulta-
tion on Climate Change and Insurance in 2019 and subsequently met with interested parties. 
The key themes that arose from the consultation related to (i) the lack of data on flood insurance 
coverage and (ii) the challenges of obtaining flood cover in areas with demountable defences.  
My Department is continuing to meet with key stakeholders such as the Central Bank of Ire-
land, the OPW, Irish Public Bodies, and the State Claims Agency to further review the issues 
raised and assess a feasible way forward.  This review is in progress and my Department will 
continue to provide updates on this work stream to the Climate Action Delivery Board.

Finally, the Deputy should be assured that Minister of State Fleming and I will continue to 
proactively engage on all aspects of insurance reform including flood insurance issues.

24/03/2021WRX01000Value Added Tax

24/03/2021WRX01100511. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance his views on reducing the VAT 
rate to 21% to assist the retail sector during the pandemic; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15921/21]

24/03/2021WRX01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, I did not 
extend the temporary reduction in the standard rate of VAT from 23% to 21% beyond the 28th 
of February.

Future tax changes are generally taken in the context of the Budget. Deputies will be aware 
that my officials prepare a series of papers containing tax options for the Tax Strategy Group to 
be considered in the context of the budgetary process, alongside a wide range of submissions 
from various stakeholders and lobby groups.

24/03/2021WRX01300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRX01400512. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance his views on a further six-month 
moratorium on bank term loans for businesses to support cash flow; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15922/21]

24/03/2021WRX01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, on 18 
March 2020, the Banking and Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) announced a coordinated 
approach by banks and other lenders to help their customers, including those in the hospitality 
sector, who were economically impacted by the Covid-19 crisis.  The measures included flex-
ible loan repayment arrangements where needed, including loan payment breaks initially for 
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a period up to three months and then subsequently extended for up to six months. The imple-
mentation of this voluntary moratorium by the banking industry was a flexible response to the 
emerging Covid-19 crisis and ensured that a large volume of affected customers could benefit 
quickly during a fast moving and evolving public health crisis.

Borrowers whose payment break has ended are been given an option to return to full repay-
ments based on the same term of the loan or to extend the term of the loan or to engage further 
with their bank on suitable arrangements. The BPFI reported, that as of 31 December 2020, 
approximately 49% of SMEs returned to repaying on the existing term whilst 46% returned to 
repaying on extended term basis and just over 5% were receiving other supports from lenders.

As Minister for Finance I have no function in the commercial decisions made by banks. 
However, the Central Bank has confirmed that there is no regulatory impediment to lenders of-
fering payment breaks to borrowers, providing they are appropriate for the individual borrower 
circumstance.  The BPFI has also reiterated that standard payment breaks continue to be part of 
the wide range of tailored solutions which are being made available to customers upon assess-
ment of their situation.

SME borrowers have regulatory protections via the Central Bank’s SME lending regula-
tions. The SME Regulations https://centralbank.ie/news/article/regulations-for-firms-lending-
to-smes-from-2016 set out the required treatment of SMEs by regulated entities in relation to 
various aspects of business lending. This includes detailed provisions around the credit appli-
cation process, requirements regarding security or collateral, credit refusals and withdrawals, 
handling complaints, managing arrears and having in place policies for engaging with SMEs in 
financial difficulty. The options could include additional flexibility, and this could be a short-
term arrangement such as additional periods without payments or interest-only repayments, 
or if appropriate more long term arrangements. The Central Bank recently wrote to all lenders 
indicating that lenders are to ensure that they have sufficient expert resources to assess indi-
vidual borrower circumstances, and to offer appropriate and sustainable solutions to affected 
borrowers in a timely manner in line with regulatory requirements. The Central Bank’s clear 
expectation is that lenders engage effectively and sympathetically with distressed borrowers.

In addition, Credit Review https://www.creditreview.ie was established to assist those SMEs 
and farm borrowers that have had credit applications of up to €3 million refused or indeed 
an existing credit facility withdrawn or amended by the participating bank. SMEs can apply 
to Credit Review after exhausting the internal appeals process in the participating institution, 
which are currently AIB, BOI, Ulster Bank and Permanent TSB.

I will continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that the Central Bank 
consumer protection and other applicable frameworks will be fully available to all borrowers 
that will still need support.

24/03/2021WRX01600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRX01700513. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance his views on additional mortgage 
deferment for employees whose income has been impacted by Covid-19; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15923/21]

24/03/2021WRX01800514. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to remove 
the policy of excluding employees working in businesses that avail of the employment wage 
subsidy scheme from new mortgage applications and other personal funding applications; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15924/21]
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24/03/2021WRX01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 513 
and 514 together.

I appreciate that the Covid-19 restrictions are still impacting many mortgage borrowers.  
However, borrowers have a suite of regulatory protections, such as the Central Bank’s Code of 
Conduct on Mortgage Arrears and the Consumer Protection Code, and lenders have specific ob-
ligations to support and work with borrowers who are continuing to experience loan difficulty 
because of Covid-19 or indeed for any other genuine reason.  In this regard, the Central Bank 
has confirmed that there is no regulatory impediment to lenders offering further payment breaks 
to borrowers, providing they are appropriate for the individual borrower circumstance.  The 
BPFI has also confirmed that standard payment breaks continue to be part of the wide range of 
tailored solutions which are being made available to customers upon assessment of their situa-
tion. Therefore, any borrower who needs further support in relation to a mortgage or any other 
loan should in the first instance contact their lender.

In relation to new lending, the main retail banks previously confirmed that they are con-
sidering mortgage applications and mortgage drawdowns in relation to their customers who 
were impacted by Covid-19 on a case by case basis and that they are taking a fair and balanced 
approach.  Therefore, if mortgage applicants have any queries or concerns about the status of 
their mortgage application they should, in the first instance, contact their lender directly on the 
matter. 

However, it should also be noted that there are certain consumer protection requirements 
which govern the provision of mortgage credit to consumers.  For example, the European Union 
(Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016 (CMCAR) provide that, before 
concluding a mortgage credit agreement, a lender must make a thorough assessment of the 
consumer’s creditworthiness with a view to verifying the prospect of the consumer being able 
to meet his or her obligations under the credit agreement.  The CMCAR further provide that a 
lender should only make credit available to a consumer where the result of the creditworthiness 
assessment indicates that the consumer’s obligations resulting from the credit agreement are 
likely to be met in the manner required under that agreement.  The assessment of creditworthi-
ness must be carried out on the basis of information on the consumer’s income and expenses 
and other financial and economic circumstances which are necessary, sufficient and proportion-
ate. 

In addition, the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 imposes ‘Knowing the 
Consumer and Suitability’ requirements on lenders.  Under these requirements, lenders are 
required to assess affordability of credit and the suitability of a product or service based on the 
individual circumstances of each borrower. The Code specifies that the affordability assessment 
must include consideration of the information gathered on the borrower’s personal circum-
stances and financial situation.  Furthermore, where a lender refuses a mortgage application, 
the CMCAR requires that the lender must inform the consumer without delay of the refusal. In 
addition, the Code requires that the lender must clearly outline to the consumer the reasons why 
the credit was not approved, and provide these reasons on paper if requested.  Subject to these 
particular regulatory requirements, it is then a commercial matter for each lender to set its own 
credit policies and to make its own decisions on individual credit applications.  

If a mortgage applicant or an existing mortgage borrower is not satisfied with how a regu-
lated entity is dealing with them, or they believe that the regulated entity is not following the 
requirements of the Central Bank’s codes and regulations or other financial services law, they 
should make a complaint directly to the regulated entity. If they are still not satisfied with the 
response from the regulated entity, the response to their complaint from the regulated entity 
is required to include details for the borrower on how to refer their complaint to the Financial 



24 March 2021

291

Services and Pensions Ombudsman.

24/03/2021WRX02100Departmental Funding

24/03/2021WRX02200515. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
funding streams are available to facilitate the installation of an accessibility lift in a public build-
ing; if so, the criteria for the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14103/21]

24/03/2021WRX02300520. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
funding streams are available to facilitate the installation of an accessibility lift in a public build-
ing; if so, the criteria for the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14101/21]

24/03/2021WRX02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 515 and 520 together.

Section 25 of the Disability Act states that ‘a public body shall ensure that its public build-
ings[1], are as far as practicable, accessible to persons with disabilities. It defines public build-
ings as ‘a building, or that part of a building, to which members of the public generally have 
access and which is occupied, managed or controlled by a public body’. 

Section 25 requires the upgrading of older public buildings so that they comply with Part M 
of the Building Regulations. When the Disability Act commenced in 2005, the current version 
of Part M was Part M 2000. Part M 2000 was reviewed and replaced with Part M 2010, which 
commenced on 1 January 2012. Under Section 25, public bodies are required to bring their pub-
lic buildings into compliance with Part M 2000 by 31st December 2015 and with Part M 2010 
by 1st January 2022 (unless the building is already required to be so compliant). 

The Commissioners of Public Works have responsibility under this legislation at many pub-
lic buildings but not all. OPW is endeavouring to meet its obligations in this regard in a pro-
grammatic way. This, of course, poses particular challenges in older buildings of which the 
Commissioners have many in their portfolio of State property. If the Deputy has a particular 
State building in mind I shall be glad to provide further information.

[1] other than heritage sites in the ownership, management or control of a public body, 
which are covered by Section 29 of the Disability Act

24/03/2021WRX02500Brexit Supports

24/03/2021WRX02600516. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
impact the renegotiation of the EU Brexit fund as requested by France will have on Ireland’s 
share of the funding; the way in which it will progress; if it impacts on the ratification of the 
Brexit agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15766/21]

24/03/2021WRX02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Brexit 
Adjustment Reserve (BAR) represents an important response by the European Union to the 
challenges posed by the United Kingdom’s departure from the EU.  Ireland played a leading 
role in securing support for the Reserve at the marathon European Council meeting last July.

The purpose of the BAR is to help counter the adverse economic and social consequences 
of Brexit in the sectors and Member States that are worst affected.  

It is generally acknowledged that Ireland is the Member State most impacted by Brexit 
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and so we expect to be a significant beneficiary of the BAR.  Ireland has already expended a 
considerable amount on preparing for Brexit, with successive budgets since 2016 providing 
significant supports for business and the agri-food sectors, as well as the infrastructure required 
at the port and airport to maintain the flow of east west trade.

Discussions on the BAR are continuing in the Council of Ministers and the European Par-
liament.  Ireland’s view is that the Commission’s proposed allocations are relevant, appropri-
ate and fair and that they are in line with the solidarity envisaged by the European Council.  
The proposed allocation for Ireland reflects the unique, adverse and disproportionate impact of 
Brexit on our economy. 

Ireland is actively engaged in the ongoing discussions at political and senior official level 
and hopes that agreement on this proposal can be concluded quickly, so that funding can start 
to flow.

As the Brexit Adjustment Reserve is legally separate and distinct from the Trade and Co-
operation Agreement (TCA) concluded between the EU and UK, negotiations in relation to the 
BAR are separate to the ongoing TCA ratification process.

24/03/2021WRX02800Defence Forces Representative Organisations

24/03/2021WRX02900517. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the plans 
in place for the direct involvement of Defence Forces representative associations in national 
pay talks. [15965/21]

24/03/2021WRX03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): My Depart-
ment is committed to ensuring that the process of engagement between the parties to pay ne-
gotiations including the recent negotiations which were facilitated by the Workplace Relations 
Commission is based on fairness in the treatment of all concerned. 

While the LEVEL 5 restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic presented very real 
challenges to the conduct of negotiations on a new public service agreement in 2020 all parties 
were facilitated to the greatest extent possible.  This included comprehensive engagement with 
all parties. 

All organisations were involved in those discussions and were provided with drafts of key 
documents which formed elements of the eventual agreement reached.

A process of engagement with the parties began in 2019 and continued into 2020. In that 
regard all organisations attended multiple briefings prior to negotiations in November and De-
cember 2020.

Following finalisation of the new public service pay agreement - ‘Building Momentum’, the 
process of engagement continued and officials from my Department have met with all organi-
sations in recent weeks to address queries on aspects of Building Momentum. The agreement 
has been accepted by the very large majority of public servants and is being implemented. The 
Government remains committed to according equitable treatment to all those in negotiations on 
public service collective agreements.

Unions / representative associations who decide to accept the agreement must notify the 
Workplace Relations Commission of their acceptance in order to be encompassed by the ben-
efits of the agreement including Sectoral Bargaining the timelines for which are set out in the 
Agreement.
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24/03/2021WRX03100Public Sector Pay

24/03/2021WRX03200518. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he plans to bring section 39 and 56 organisations back into the remit of the public service pay 
agreements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14020/21]

24/03/2021WRX03300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Public 
Service Agreements, including the current agreement ‘Building Momentum’, encompass pub-
lic servants only. The pay and conditions of public servants are the responsibility of the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform and the agreements are negotiated on that basis.

Section 39 organisations are grant-funded by the Health Service Executive under Section 
39 of the Health Act 2004 and are not public service bodies. Employees of Section 39 organisa-
tions are not public servants.  

Noting that the pay and conditions of such employees are not under my remit, they are not 
included under the public service agreements. There are no plans at present to widen the scope 
of the agreements.

24/03/2021WRX03400Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRX03500519. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to accelerate the roll-out of capital projects in view of the underspend in 2020 and 2021 due to 
Covid-19 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14034/21]

24/03/2021WRX03600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the management of capital budgets and individual projects is a matter for the 
relevant Departments in the first instance. 

What I can say is the capital carryover mechanism is in place to assist Departments with 
the management of their capital spend across years to alleviate pressures and delays caused by 
unexpected events.  This mechanism allowed Departments to carry forward €710 million from 
their 2020 capital allocations in 2021, ensuring continuity for resourcing to enable projects to 
fully resume when conditions allow.

It is too early at this stage to assess the impact of public health requirements on public capi-
tal projects. However, my Department will continue to monitor capital spend in the course of 
2021.

  Question No. 520 answered with Question No. 515.

24/03/2021WRX03800Land Development Agency

24/03/2021WRX03900521. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
plans to bring forward legislation to include staff and board members of the Land Development 
Agency and its subsidiaries in the lobbying register as designated public officials. [14239/21]

24/03/2021WRX04000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Pro-
gramme for Government contains a commitment to “extend the lobbying register so that the 
lobbying of senior officials in bodies like the Central Bank of Ireland, Comreg, the NTA and the 
HSE which have significant policymaking or development functions will need to be reported on 
the same basis as central and local government.”
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The positions of senior officials in the Land Development Agency, along with those in other 
public sector bodies, will be considered as part of this work as regards whether such individuals 
should be prescribed as designated public officials under the Act.

24/03/2021WRX04100Public Sector Pensions

24/03/2021WRX04200522. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 46 of 20 January 2021, if he will provide an account of 
his stewardship of the matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14247/21]

24/03/2021WRX04300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty is aware, the legislation underpinning this particular matter is the Postal and Telecommuni-
cations Services Act 1983, as amended by the Telecommunications (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1996. 

While the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications is responsible for this 
legislation, my understanding is that Section 46 of the1983 Act required the newly established 
Telecom Éireann to create a pension scheme for staff of the company and set a minimum level 
of parity between the Eircom Superannuation Scheme and the scheme that applied to staff 
members of the Department of Posts and Telegraphs as it stood on the day before the vesting 
day. It does not imply that the conditions in the Eircom Scheme must continue to match any 
subsequent improvement in pension conditions for these staff. 

The matter of pension increases is provided for exclusively under the Eircom Scheme Rules. 
Under these rules it is the company that has sole discretion to determine any pension increases 
it deems appropriate, subject to Ministerial approvals. There is no entitlement to pension in-
creases other than those granted in accordance with the scheme rules. 

The function of the Ministerial nominees on the board of Trustees of the Eircom No. 2 Fund 
is primarily, along with the other Trustees, to hold the Fund upon trust to provide specified  ben-
efits based  on pre-vesting day service to persons entitled to same. The terms of the trust deed 
do not provide for any ministerial or Trustee discretion in relation to the quantum of pension 
increases. 

The detailed operation of individual pension scheme rules such as these are matters for 
the relevant parent Government Department. Any further questions on these issues or on the 
1983 legislation should be directed the Department of Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions.

As previously advised, the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman is the appropriate 
body to deal with any specific detailed pension complaint once it has gone through the relevant 
internal dispute resolution procedures.

24/03/2021WRX04400Flood Prevention Measures

24/03/2021WRX04500523. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
steps that can be taken to prevent flooding to homes at a location (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14270/21]

24/03/2021WRX04600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is responsible for the maintenance of 
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Arterial Drainage Schemes and catchment drainage schemes designated under the Arterial 
Drainage Acts of 1945 and 1995. The channel referred to by the Deputy does not form part of 
an Arterial Drainage Scheme. Therefore, the OPW has no responsibilities for the maintenance 
of this channel, nor the authority to carry out any maintenance works there.

Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Authority to inves-
tigate and address.  All Local Authorities may carry out flood mitigation works, using either 
their own resources, or by applying for funding under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works 
and Coastal Protection Scheme, the details of which are available at https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/0e3b3d-minor-flood-mitigation-works-and-coastal-protection-scheme/.

24/03/2021WRX04700Flood Relief Schemes

24/03/2021WRX04800524. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the steps 
he is taking to address deficiencies in the Bandon flood relief scheme (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14339/21]

24/03/2021WRX04900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Deputy is referring in her Question to issues related to the Bandon 
Water Main and Sewer Upgrade Project, works on which are ongoing.  This is a matter for Irish 
Water, the Contracting Authority on the project.

24/03/2021WRX05000Public Procurement Contracts

24/03/2021WRX05100525. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
contracting authorities are required under European Union (Award of Public Authority Con-
tracts) Regulations 2016 for negotiated procedure without prior publication to keep a record 
that justifies their use of the provision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14382/21]

24/03/2021WRX05200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Negoti-
ated Procedure without Prior Publication is an exceptional procedure and can only be used in 
a limited number of defined circumstances as set out in Regulation 32 of the European Union 
(Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016. These circumstances include, inter 
alia, for service contracts where the contract follows a design contest, for repetition of similar 
works or services by the original supplier where such works or services are in conformity with 
a basic project for which the original was awarded and in cases of extreme urgency not attribut-
able to the contracting authority and brought about by events unforeseeable by the contracting 
authority when the time limits specified for the Open or Restricted Procedure or Competitive 
Procedures with Negotiation cannot be complied with.  

Regulation 84 mandates contracting authorities to prepare a written report recording the 
progress of the procurement procedure and to justify decisions taken at all stages of the procure-
ment procedure. The reporting and documentation requirements, stipulated under Regulation 
84 (1) (f) for Negotiated Procedures without Prior Publication, requires the contracting author-
ity to provide the circumstances referred to in Regulation 32 which justify the use of that pro-
cedure.  In addition, these records as stipulated in Regulation 84 (5) must be maintained by the 
contracting authority concerned for at least three years from the date of award of the contract.

Individual Accounting Officers are responsible for ensuring that their public procurement 
functions are discharged in line with the standard accounting and procurement rules and proce-
dures and that contract prices are fair and reasonable and represent best value for money.
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24/03/2021WRX05300Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRX05400526. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the de-
tails of the process through which his Department drafts and produces legislation; if his Depart-
ment outsources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was outsourced 
since he took office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14425/21]

24/03/2021WRX05500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform drafts and produces legislation in accordance with the 
procedures outlined in the Cabinet Handbook.  In particular, Chapter 4 sets out the procedures 
to be followed in respect of proposals for new legislation.

In broad terms, the Department develops policy proposals subject, where necessary, to 
prior Government approval.  The proposals are then formulated as a General Scheme for the 
proposed Bill in numbered heads comprising instructions for drafting and explanatory notes.  
Subject to prior consultation with the Office of the Attorney General and any other interested 
Departments, the General Scheme is then presented to Government for approval to draft.  If a 
General Scheme receives such approval, it is then referred to the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral for the Bill to be drafted by the Office of Parliamentary Counsel to the Government.  The 
assignment of a Parliamentary Draftsperson to convert the General Scheme of a Bill into draft 
legislation as part of this overall process is a matter for the Office of Parliamentary Counsel and 
is not outsourced by the Department.

Once the final Bill has been published, the matter is subsequently progressed via the Houses 
of the Oireachtas.

It should be noted that the procedures set out in Chapter 4 of the Cabinet Handbook do not 
apply to certain types of proposed legislation, including the Appropriation Bill.

24/03/2021WRX05600Departmental Records

24/03/2021WRX05700527. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
Circular 39/07, concerning the process by which Departments classify material as top secret, 
will be either updated or replaced with new central classification rules, given that the existing 
13-year-old circular may no longer provide sufficient guidance in respect of the digital data that 
are increasingly managed and stored by Departments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14600/21]

24/03/2021WRX05800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Following 
the publication of the OGCIO Cloud Advice note and the new guidance from the Office of 
Government Procurement supporting the deployment of cloud computing across the public 
service, it is clear that circular 39/07 needs to be revisited in the context of the ever-growing 
use of digital and cloud technologies to assist in the creation, sharing and storage information. 
My Department is considering the matter and will be developing a process for reviewing and 
redrafting the guidance.

24/03/2021WRX05900National Development Plan

24/03/2021WRX06000528. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
breakdown of funds allocated under the national smart growth initiative as part of the ten-year 
national investment plan for the NUTS III regional and-or local authority level; and the ratio of 
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private-to-public investment per region and-or local authority. [14690/21]

24/03/2021WRX06100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): For the pur-
pose of this response, I will assume the Deputy is referring to the National Smart Growth Initia-
tive envisaged under the National Planning Framework to drive and support the aims of Project 
Ireland 2040, for both urban and rural areas. 

This initiative is being implemented through the €2bn Urban Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund (URDF) developed and administered by the Department of Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage to support measures that will contribute to the more sustainable development 
of cities and large towns. That Department also contributed to the development of the Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) process, which is overseen by the Department of 
Rural and Community Development (DRCD). 

My Department has no direct role in the administration of these schemes and I would sug-
gest that the Deputy seek this information from my colleagues, the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage; and the Minister for Rural and Community Development, who will 
be in a position to provide the details of interest at a county/city council level.

24/03/2021WRX06200National Development Plan

24/03/2021WRX06300529. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
NUTS III regional breakdown of funds to date allocated under the ten-year national investment 
plan. [14691/21]

24/03/2021WRX06400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): On 1 Oc-
tober 2020 last I launched the Project Ireland 2040 Annual Report for 2019, along with nine 
Regional Reports. The reports highlight Project Ireland 2040 achievements during 2019 and 
give a detailed overview of the public investments which have been made throughout the coun-
try including in the following regional areas: the North-East, North-West, West, Mid-West, 
South-East, South-West, Dublin, Mid-East and Midlands. These nine Regional Reports set out 
the projects and programmes which are being planned and delivered in the each region as part 
of the public investment detailed in Project Ireland 2040 including the National Development 
Plan.

More granular information on individual projects and programmes can be found on the capi-
tal investment tracker published by my Department and mostly recently updated in December 
2020. This latest update provides a composite update on the progress of all major investments 
that make up Project Ireland 2040. It focuses on projects with estimated costs greater than €20 
million. The update increased the coverage of projects and improved the functionality, includ-
ing user-friendly dashboards and other information to aid interpretation of the data. The myPro-
jectIreland interactive map was also updated in December 2020 and was extended to include 
almost 800 projects across the country. By clicking on the map on gov.ie/2040, citizens will 
find updated information on what has been achieved and what is planned for their own local 
area. This version features a dashboard with charts, allowing citizens to see the progress being 
made on projects at a glance. New search facilities also allow citizens to view projects in their 
regional area, by city or by eircode. The Project Ireland 2040 Annual Reports, Regional Re-
ports, capital investment tracker and myProjectIreland interactive map are all available on gov.
ie/2040. Further updates to these publications are planned for later this year.

24/03/2021WRX06500Workplace Relations Commission
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24/03/2021WRX06600530. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will honour the Workplace Relations Commission ruling in favour of community employment 
supervisors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14713/21]

24/03/2021WRX06700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Deputy 
will be aware that the matter of community employment schemes falls within the policy remit 
of my colleague the Minister for Employment Affairs & Social Protection. 

I have however a strong appreciation of the role of Community Employment Schemes in 
communities right across the country and I know this role could not be fulfilled without the 
leadership of the Scheme Supervisors. In this context I have taken the opportunity to meet with 
the relevant parties involved in these schemes to hear at first hand their issues of concern.

The particular matter raised by the Deputy is a complex one that raises significant policy, 
legal and exchequer cost issues. The Deputy may be aware that the State is not the employer of 
the workers concerned. A detailed scoping exercise was carried out  in 2017 in order to compre-
hensively examine and assess the full potential implications, in both cost and precedent terms, 
of the issues involved. The outcome to the scoping exercise was that the matter has potentially 
very significant implications for the exchequer, particularly if consequential demands were to 
be made by all similar State funded Community and Voluntary organisations whose employees 
are in a similar position to the Community Employment scheme supervisors.

This is a factor which must be borne in mind in our approach to this issue. While CE Super-
visors and Assistant Supervisors represent a small part of the wider community and voluntary 
sector, consideration must be taken for the potential liability to the State if similar claims are 
made by the many workers in the broader community and voluntary sector.

As the Deputy will appreciate, we are now facing major challenges in managing the public 
finances. However, in conjunction with my colleague the Minister for Employment Affairs & 
Social Protection I am giving fresh consideration to all the issues involved in relation to this 
matter and will continue to engage constructively with the relevant stakeholders.

24/03/2021WRX06800Flood Risk Management

24/03/2021WRX06900531. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide a clear, timelined plan for the Office of Public Works to address the structural prob-
lems in the sea wall in Roche’s Point, Cork, in order to provide local residents with assurance 
that further storm damage will not leave their properties at risk; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14762/21]

24/03/2021WRX07000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I am advised it is a matter for Local Authorities in the first instance to assess 
and address problems of coastal erosion in their areas.  Where necessary, Local Authorities may 
put forward proposals to relevant central Government Departments, including the Office of 
Public Works, for funding of appropriate measures depending on the infrastructure or assets un-
der threat.  There is no application on hand for the location mentioned in the Deputy’s question.

24/03/2021WRX07100Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRX07200532. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
five most recent significant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of his De-
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partment that have required his sanction; the time that elapsed between the initial submission 
of the proposal for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements 
making up this period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; 
the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contractors; and 
the way this duration compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset of the 
process. [14783/21]

24/03/2021WRX07300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Due to the 
nature of its role, my Department has had no significant construction projects funded through 
its own Vote since its establishment in 2011.  The main purpose of capital projects and associ-
ated investment undertaken by my Department is to support greater effectiveness and efficiency 
across the Civil and Public Service through investing in ICT.

In the wider Government context, my role, as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, 
is to oversee the effective implementation of the National Development Plan 2018-2027 and to 
maintain the national frameworks such as the Public Spending Code within which Departments 
operate to ensure appropriate accounting for, and value for money in, public expenditure.  

To support the efficient implementation of the National Development Plan and Departments 
as they work to secure value for money at project level, a suite of key reforms have been intro-
duced including: 

- Establishment of a Construction Sector Group to ensure regular and open dialogue be-
tween Government and the construction sector;  

- A Project Ireland 2040 Delivery Board of Secretaries General meets regularly to ensure ef-
fective leadership of the implementation process;  

- The establishment of a National Investment Office (NIO) in my Department to coordi-
nate reporting on the plan and to drive reforms included strengthened business case and project 
appraisal.  As part of its function in driving reforms to strengthen business cases, the NIO pro-
vides a technical quality review of business cases for major projects.  Since its establishment, 
the NIO has reviewed many project appraisals across a range of sectors including roads, rail, 
communications, energy, tourism and housing;  

- The publication of a Capital Projects tracker to inform citizens about projects in their area 
and to give a greater overview to the construction sector;

- A communication strategy that includes national and local media initiatives, Annual and 
Regional Reports, an Annual Policy Conference, regular infrastructure professionals network-
ing events, signage on all projects, presence at the National Ploughing Championships etc.; and

- A revised Public Spending Code to ensure best practice in terms of appraisal and evalua-
tion.

My Department is also leading the ongoing review of the National Development Plan which 
is due for completion later this year. It should be noted that my Department, in carrying out its 
role in coordinating the review, does not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral 
policy strategies as this is primarily a matter for individual Departments and Agencies.

24/03/2021WRY00200Flood Risk Management

24/03/2021WRY00300533. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
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the number of times in the past two years the OPW has met with the insurance industry regard-
ing flood insurance under the memorandum of understanding; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14862/21]

24/03/2021WRY00400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Department of Finance (DOF) has overall responsibility for policy 
matters in relation to insurance.  The Office of Public Works (OPW) has a role to assist insur-
ance companies to take into account the protection provided by completed OPW flood defence 
schemes. In this regard, the OPW has a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Insurance 
Ireland, the representative body of the Insurance industry. This MOU sets out principles of how 
the two organisations work together to ensure that appropriate and relevant information on 
these completed schemes is provided to insurers to facilitate, to the greatest extent possible, the 
availability to the public of insurance against the risk of flooding. 

While Insurance Ireland members have committed to take into account all information pro-
vided by OPW when assessing exposure to flood risk within these protected areas, the MOU 
does not guarantee the availability of flood insurance. 

A Working Group operates under the terms of the MOU and this Group meets on a quarterly 
basis.  During the period 2019/20, the Working Group met on eight occasions in total.  The next 
meeting of the Group will take place on 24th March, 2021.    

The insurance industry has its own flood modelling tools for assessing the level of risk that 
it is willing to underwrite in relation to individual properties. The decision on whether to offer 
insurance, the level of premiums charged and the policy terms applied are matters for individual 
insurers.  Insurance companies make commercial decisions on the provision of insurance cover 
based on their assessment of the risks they would be accepting on a case-by-case basis.

Insurance related complaints or queries may be directed to Insurance Ireland’s Insurance In-
formation Service (01 676 1914 or feedback@insuranceireland.eu).  In addition, the Financial 
Services Ombudsman (1890 88 20 90) deals independently with unresolved complaints from 
consumers about their individual dealings with all financial service providers.

24/03/2021WRY00500Flood Relief Schemes

24/03/2021WRY00600534. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 78 of 9 December 2020, if payment was made; and the break-
down of the works for which payment was made. [14972/21]

24/03/2021WRY00700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Westmeath County Council has informed the Office of Public Works (OPW) 
that the Senior Management costs associated with the original funding request are now being 
absorbed directly by the Council. The direct costs to the Council of the repair works to the 
broken sewer are being discharged through the normal recoupment process between the Coun-
cil and OPW. It is understood these costs were not significant and have been recouped by the 
Council.

24/03/2021WRY00800EU Funding

24/03/2021WRY00900535. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of Ireland’s submission of a national plan under the recovery and resilience fund; if Ire-
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land has submitted a draft plan; if so, the feedback the EU Commission has given on the plan 
including on the issue of the way in which the draft addresses Ireland’s country specific recom-
mendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14985/21]

24/03/2021WRY01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Ireland is 
expected to receive €853 million in grants under the EU’s Recovery and Resilience Facility 
(RRF) in 2021 and 2022.  A further set of grants is to be allocated in 2023, taking into account 
economic developments between now and then.

In order to access this funding, Ireland must develop a National Recovery and Resilience 
Plan (NRRP) for approval by the European Union. The Plan must set out the reforms and in-
vestments to be supported by the Facility and must be submitted to the European Commission 
no later than 30 April 2021.

My Department, working together with the Department of the Taoiseach and the Depart-
ment of Finance, is responsible for preparing the Plan with input from other Departments as 
appropriate, and for ensuring coordination across Government.  

As part of this process, Irish officials are engaged in ongoing and detailed dialogue with 
their European Commission counterparts, while the Minister for Finance and I will be meeting 
Economy Commissioner Gentiloni.

The aim of the RRF is to mitigate the economic and social impact of the coronavirus pan-
demic and make European economies and societies more sustainable, resilient and better pre-
pared for the challenges and opportunities of the green and digital transitions.

Accordingly, Ireland’s plan will have a particular focus on green and digital transition, as 
well as supporting economic recovery and job creation.   

National plans must also strike a balance between reforms and investments.  These must 
seek to address challenges identified in the relevant Country Specific Recommendations (CSRs) 
received by Ireland in 2019 and 2020, which arise as part of the European Semester process, 
and all of these matters fall to be addressed in the context of the ongoing, productive dialogue 
among officials. For 2021, Ireland’s National Reform Programme will be integrated into our 
National Recovery and Resilience Plan.

24/03/2021WRY01100National Monuments

24/03/2021WRY01200536. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for the Skelligs for 2021; the provisional open season date; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15071/21]

24/03/2021WRY01300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Office of Public Works is focussed on working to reopen Skellig Mi-
chael to visitors in 2021.   This will require significant planning and engagement with OPW site 
staff and local stakeholders.  The exact date cannot be advised at this time as, once the weather 
is favourable and access to the island is possible, a full inspection will be required in addition 
to the usual requirement for pre-season essential maintenance works.  These works are required 
every year to make the site as safe as possible for visitors and staff following winter storms 
which inevitably cause some damage to steps, pathways, etc.  The successful completion of 
these works will decide the 2021 opening date for the island.

The re-opening of Skellig Michael to visitors will also obviously depend on the position 
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in regard to any Covid-19 restrictions that may be in force and with which the OPW and other 
stakeholders will comply.

24/03/2021WRY01400Greenways Provision

24/03/2021WRY01500537. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he will engage with Fáilte Ireland, local authorities and other stakeholders to examine the way 
existing and planned coastal and river defences could also act as valuable walking and cycling 
infrastructure; if his attention has been drawn to the example of the Keel Loop Walk, County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15077/21]

24/03/2021WRY01600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The provision of walkways and cycleways is a matter for local authorities 
and the OPW would be happy to work with the local authorities and other State bodies with 
their planned development of such community assets, where feasible.

In respect of the OPW’s planned programme of flood relief schemes, the OPW works with 
those local authorities that wish to explore opportunities for the provision, where feasible, of 
additional public realm elements such as cycling and walking. 

As the Deputy is aware the Office of Public Works is responsible for the maintenance of 
embankments that form part of arterial drainage schemes it completed under the Arterial Drain-
age Acts. These embankments are not in State ownership but are on lands that are for the most 
part privately owned. I am advised that these embankments were not designed or constructed to 
cater for cycleways or walkways and might not have the capability to have any sort of walking 
or cycling infrastructure placed on top of them.

24/03/2021WRY01700Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRY01800538. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of vehicles owned or leased and operated by his Department and agencies and semi-
State companies under his remit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE vehicles and 
fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15125/21]

24/03/2021WRY01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that my Department does not own or lease any vehicles. 

This is also the case for all of the bodies under the aegis of my Department, with the excep-
tion of the Office of Public Works and the position in relation to that Office is set out in the table 
below.

Office of Public Works (OPW)

Type of Vehicle No. of   Oper-
ated Vehicles

No. of   Oper-
ated Vehicles 
leased   

No. of   Oper-
ated Vehicles 
owned   

No. of ICE   
Operated Ve-
hicle   

No. of non-
ICE  Operated 
Vehicle   

Petrol  1  -  1  1  - 
Diesel  310  12  298  310  - 
Hybrid  -  - -  -  - 
Plug in Hybrid  -  -  -  -  - 
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Type of Vehicle No. of   Oper-
ated Vehicles

No. of   Oper-
ated Vehicles 
leased   

No. of   Oper-
ated Vehicles 
owned   

No. of ICE   
Operated Ve-
hicle   

No. of non-
ICE  Operated 
Vehicle   

Electric  4 -  4 -  4 

24/03/2021WRY02000Departmental Bodies

24/03/2021WRY02100539. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the Insti-
tute of Public Administration, the Economic and Social Research Institute and the Special EU 
Programmes Body as bodies under his aegis are operating under the Code of Practice on Acces-
sibility of Public Services and Information provided by Public Bodies; if all such bodies have a 
trained access officer; if so, the year they first appointed an access officer; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15336/21]

24/03/2021WRY02200540. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the Eco-
nomic and Social Research Institute, the Institute of Public Administration and the Special EU 
Programmes Body as bodies under his aegis have an access team; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15337/21]

24/03/2021WRY02300541. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the Eco-
nomic and Social Research Institute, the Institute of Public Administration and the Special EU 
Programmes Body as bodies under his aegis have an evacuation chair for mobility impaired 
persons in cases in which it is required at all of their premises; if so, if staff or agents at such 
premises have formal training with regard to the use of such a chair; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15338/21]

24/03/2021WRY02400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 539 to 541, inclusive, together.

In the first instance, the Deputy may wish to note the nature of the bodies referenced in his 
question.  The Institute of Public Administration (IPA) and the Economic and Social Research 
Institute (ESRI) are companies limited by guarantee who are in receipt of grant funding from 
my Department.  The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) is a cross-border North South 
Implementation Body, established on foot of the Good Friday Agreement and jointly sponsored 
by my Department and the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland. The SEUPB operates 
under the policy direction of the North South Ministerial Council, and is headquartered in Bel-
fast, with smaller offices in Omagh and Monaghan.

I am advised that the position of these bodies in respect of the information requested by the 
Deputy is as set out in the table below.

Body Code of Practice currently in   operation   Trained Access Officer 
available    

Access Team available   Evacuation Chair available and   trained staff 
available for use

IPA The IPA undertook an accessibility audit of 
its infrastructure and   services in 2017 which 
was informed by this code and the NDA. The 
IPA   continues to implement the audit recom-
mendations and its obligations under   the NDA 
inform all IPA infrastructural and refurbishment 
strategic and   operational plans.   

No No Yes

ESRI As a company limited by guarantee, the provi-
sions of the Code do not directly apply to the 
Institute. However, the Institute complies with 
all relevant Health and Safety legislation, is 
committed to achieving the highest possible 
standards of accessibility, and will consider the 
provisions of the Code in tandem with future 
reviews of accessibility.

No No The ESRI   reviews its fire safety and 
evacuation procedures regularly including   
requirements around safe access/egress. ESRI 
assessments to date have not identified the 
need for an evacuation chair in the ESRI 
building. Any future   recommendation for 
such a chair will be implemented.   
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Body Code of Practice currently in   operation   Trained Access Officer 
available    

Access Team available   Evacuation Chair available and   trained staff 
available for use

SEUPB  Yes The role of access 
officer falls to the Hu-
man Resources team   
(internal focus), with 
the assistance of the 
Communications team 
(external   focus). 

The role of ‘access team’ within the 
Special EU Programmes Body falls   to 
the Human Resources team (internal 
focus), with the assistance of the   
Communications team (external focus).   

The Special EU Programmes Body does 
not currently have an evacuation   chair for 
mobility impaired persons at any of its three 
office sites,   although there are plans to 
source one for the Belfast site, and for the   
other sites should the requirement arise to 
accommodate mobility impaired   employees. 
However, the Belfast office of the Body is 
located in a shared   occupancy building 
and there is an accessible evacuation chair 
for   utilisation by the Body in an emergency. 
There are also refuge points at all hree sites 
where mobility impaired persons can wait for 
assistance from   emergency services. The 
responsibility for developing, implementing 
and   monitoring the Health and Safety Policy 
(including fire safety) for the Body across 
all three Special EU Programmes Body sites 
falls to the Human   Resources Manager. Fire 
risk assessments for all three sites have been   
carried out and Personal Emergency Evacu-
ation Plans are in place for any   disabled 
employees who require one, or anyone with 
mobility issues.    

24/03/2021WRY02700Departmental Bodies

24/03/2021WRY02800542. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the Eco-
nomic and Social Research Institute, the Institute of Public Administration and the Special EU 
Programmes Body as bodies under his aegis are in compliance with the Web Accessibility Di-
rective EU 2016/2021 with regard to websites from 23 September 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15339/21]

24/03/2021WRY02900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): In the first 
instance, the Deputy may wish to note the nature of the bodies referenced in his question.  
The Institute of Public Administration (IPA) and the Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI) are companies limited by guarantee who are in receipt of grant funding from my Depart-
ment.  The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) is a cross-border North South Implemen-
tation Body, established on foot of the Good Friday Agreement and jointly sponsored by my 
Department and the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland. The SEUPB operates under the 
policy direction of the North South Ministerial Council, and is headquartered in Belfast, with 
smaller offices in Omagh and Monaghan.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the Special EU Programmes Body is fully compliant with 
the Web Accessibility Directive EU 2016/2102. 

I am advised of the following in respect of the other two bodies.

Body/Agency Current Position
Institute of Public Administration (IPA) Accessibility is defined within the Directive as meaning web content and 

mobile apps must be “Perceivable, Operable and Usable” by persons with 
disabilities, and they must be “Robust” enough to work on different brows-
ers, and with different assistive technologies. The IPA deems its website 
to fall within these parameters. However, the IPA has not undertaken an 
independent external assessment of its website under the EU Directive 
referenced above.  
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Body/Agency Current Position
Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI) 

The EU directive requires that website’s comply with Web Content Ac-
cessibility Guidelines WCAG A and AA standards. The ESRI website is 
close to meeting these standards, based on a recent assessment. The ESRI 
website was built with accessibility and usability   at its core, and was built 
to be accessible to the WCAG standard as per Web Accessibility Guidelines 
WCAG 2.1 Level A and AA. A recent accessibility assessment has identi-
fied that overall the ESRI website is close to meeting WCAG 2.1 Level A 
and AA. A small number of areas have been identified where improvement 
is required. The ESRI is committed to implementing these improvements 
as and when identified, and to continuously review and improve its website 
accessibility on an ongoing basis.

24/03/2021WRY03000Departmental Bodies

24/03/2021WRY03100543. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the Eco-
nomic and Social Research Institute, the Institute of Public Administration and the Special EU 
Programmes Body as bodies under his aegis procure their legal services through the Office 
of Government Procurement framework; the bodies which do not procure their legal services 
through the framework; the last time agencies that were not part of the framework tendered for 
legal services; if such procurement was carried out in accordance with circular 05/13; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15340/21]

24/03/2021WRY03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): In the first 
instance, the Deputy may wish to note the nature of the bodies referenced in his question.  
The Institute of Public Administration (IPA) and the Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI) are companies limited by guarantee who are in receipt of grant funding from my Depart-
ment.  The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) is a cross-border North South Implemen-
tation Body, established on foot of the Good Friday Agreement and jointly sponsored by my 
Department and the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland. The SEUPB operates under the 
policy direction of the North South Ministerial Council, and is headquartered in Belfast, with 
smaller offices in Omagh and Monaghan.

The information requested by the Deputy regarding the procurement of legal services by 
these bodies is set out in the table below.

Body / 
Agency 

Legal Service procured 
through OGP Framework

 Details of Legal Services last procured  

IPA No Services were procured in 2020 and 2019, when the costs were €3,801 and 
€1,306 respectively. Services were procured in accordance with Circular 
05/13.

ESRI No The ESRI legal services were procured in 2012 through a competitive tender 
process which predated Circular 05/13. The ESRI had scheduled to tender 
for these services   in 2020 through the OGP Framework in accordance with 
its procurement plan.   However, this has been deferred for now as a signifi-
cant part of the ESRI, the Growing Up in Ireland Study, is in the process of 
transferring to the CSO and the D/CEDIY.  As there are complex legal issues 
involved, it was considered that changing provider during the transfer process 
would not be efficient and could result in additional costs.

SEUPB No SEUPB legal   services were procured on 9 August 2018, and in compliance 
with   circular 05/13, PGN 04/12 and the Programme rules for the PEACE IV 
and   INTERREG VA Programmes.

24/03/2021WRY03300Departmental Bodies

24/03/2021WRY03400544. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if any of the 
bodies under the aegis of his Department have received protected disclosures since the enact-
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ment of the Protected Disclosures Act 2014; if all such disclosures were reported as per the Act 
in their annual reports; if there were disclosures deemed not to be protected disclosures under 
the Act and thus not reported; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15341/21]

24/03/2021WRY03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that the Office of the Ombudsman is the only body under the aegis of my 
Department that has received a protected disclosure since the enactment of the Protected Dis-
closures Act 2014.  The details requested by the Deputy are set out in the table below.

Body Have any Protected 
Disclosures been 
received since enact-
ment of Act?

How many Protected 
Disclosures been 
received since enact-
ment of Act?

Where all Protected 
Disclosures reported 
in Annual Report?

Were any of the disclosures 
under the Act deemed to be not 
Protected Disclosures and not 
reported in Annual Report?

Office of the 
Ombudsman 

Yes – to the Standards 
in Public Office Com-
mission (SIPOC)   

Three – to the Stan-
dards in Public Office 
Commission (SIPOC)   

Yes A court decision is required 
as to whether one purported 
disclosure is protected or not

24/03/2021WRY03600Departmental Bodies

24/03/2021WRY03700545. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the bodies 
under his aegis have independent health and safety advisers at present; if so, if the procurement 
of such was carried out in the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15342/21]

24/03/2021WRY03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The details 
requested by the Deputy are set out in the table below.

Body / Agency Independent Health and Safety 
advisors present   

Company Services procured in the last 
3 years   

Office of   Public Works (OPW) Yes Engineering Design Consul-
tants   

Yes (OGP Framework)   

Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) 

Yes Quadra Ltd   Yes (OGP Framework)   

National Lottery Regulator Yes Safety Solutions Ltd.   Yes 

National Shared   Services Of-
fice (NSSO) 

No - - 

Office of the   Ombudsman No - - 

State Laboratory No - - 

24/03/2021WRY03900Departmental Bodies

24/03/2021WRY04000546. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if all bodies 
under his aegis have implemented the public sector and human rights duty under the Irish Hu-
man Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014; if they have reported in their annual reports 
since enactment on their developments and achievements with regard to human rights; if they 
have at all times promoted equality of opportunity and treatment of staff and persons to whom 
it provides services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15343/21]

24/03/2021WRY04100547. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if all the 
bodies under his aegis have set out in their strategic plans an assessment of the human rights and 
equality issues they view to be relevant to the functions and purpose of the body with regard to 
the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15344/21]

24/03/2021WRY04200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos. 546 and 547 together.

The information requested regarding the bodies under the aegis of my Department is set out 
below.

Office of Public Works (OPW)

In the performance of its functions, and in accordance with the requirements of the Irish 
Human Rights and Equality Act 2014, the Office of Public Works has regard to the need to 
eliminate discrimination, to promote equality of opportunity and treatment, and to protect the 
human rights of its staff, clients and visitors.   The mechanisms used by the Office for meeting 
its public sector duty of care in these matters include:

-  Implementation of the requirements for equality of access as set out in the Disability Act 
2005;

-  Implementation of a bespoke Quality Customer Service Charter and Action Plan designed 
in consultation with service users;

-  Implementation of a Dignity at Work anti-bullying, harassment and sexual harassment 
policy for the Irish Civil Service and for State Industrial Employees working in the Civil Ser-
vice;

-  Implementation of best practice procedures for recruitment and selection in accordance 
with Employment Equality laws, to ensure that the Office acts as an equal opportunities em-
ployer; and

-  Inclusion of staff representatives in collaborative discussions about policies and practices 
affecting them using mechanisms of Partnership, Departmental Council and Joint Industrial 
Council.

The Office of Public Works does not believe it has any strategic action or annual reporting 
obligations under the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014, having regard to 
its functions and purpose.  However, using the mechanisms outlined above, the Office remains 
fully committed to eliminating discrimination, promoting equality and protecting human rights 
at all times.   

Public Appointments Service (PAS)

The Public Appointments Service (PAS) has implemented the public sector and human 
rights duty under the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014.  PAS have re-
ported in their annual reports since enactment on their developments and achievements with 
regard to human rights, equality and diversity.  

PAS is committed to equality of opportunity for all (service users and staff), and ensuring 
that no unnecessary barriers are imposed on those who wish to pursue a career in the Public 
Service. PAS recognise that they have a key role to play in attracting candidates from all sectors 
of society, ensuring routes to career opportunities that are accessible to all potential candidates.  
For the previous PAS Strategy (2017-2019), one of the five key goals in the Strategy was to 
“Develop stronger public recognition of our organisation to attract more diverse and high qual-
ity application pools”.  PAS also reported on the actions taken to achieve this goal in each An-
nual Report from 2017 to 2019.

The mission of the Public Appointments Service, as stated in their new Strategy Statement 
Nua 2020-2023, clearly identifies their core purpose: ‘Recruiting a diversity of people for the 
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public service with the talent, character & commitment to deliver for Ireland’.  A key deliver-
able from the current strategy is the implementation of its first Equality Diversity & Inclusion 
Strategy (ED&I) 2021-2023, which will be published later this month. This Strategy takes a 
planned and systematic approach to realising their ambition to recruit a diverse workforce for 
the Public Service, ensuring also that PAS deliver on the statutory commitments embodied in 
equality and human rights legislation and ED&I related national strategies.  The Public Sector 
Duty provided a framework for the development of the PAS ED&I strategy in facilitating their 
assessment of issues related to equality and human rights in recruitment and employment. 

An extensive consultation process with both internal and external stakeholders, aided by the 
guidance of an Expert Advisory Board, provided rich feedback and insights, which PAS evalu-
ated and analysed to define the strategic change areas they would like to achieve.   The three 
strategic priorities for the period 2021 – 2023 identified are:

-  Greater knowledge and understanding of the Irish Public sector workforce and recruit-
ment pipelines, and how they reflect the diversity of Irish society and the communities it serves;

-  Recruitment and selection processes encourage and enable access to candidates from di-
verse backgrounds; and

-  PAS culture models best practice in ED&I, and PAS support clients in building Public 
Sector workplaces that embrace inclusion and reflect society. 

PAS strategic impact areas are embedded and aligned with strategic priorities set out in the 
Statement of Strategy.

In order to support the development and delivery of the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 
Strategy, PAS has established an Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Unit, led by an externally re-
cruited Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Lead at senior management level.  PAS are cognisant 
of the Public Sector Duty’s ‘Assess, Address, Report’ framework and the role of its guiding 
principles in the implementation of our ED&I strategy.  This is reflected in the indicative ac-
tions of their strategic change areas, which focus on assessing PAS progress during our ED&I 
journey and reporting against key success metrics as outlined in Nua.

National Shared Services Office (NSSO)

The NSSO provides HR, payroll and pensions administration services to agreed civil and 
public service bodies, including civil servant retirees.  NSSO have no dealings with the public 
directly.

Dignity and Respect training sessions were delivered to all staff members in 2019/2020 and 
is an integral part of induction for all new NSSO employees. 

The NSSO is committed to a policy of equal opportunity and this is part of our NSSO 
People Plan under ED&I.   

Office of the Ombudsman 

The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014 introduced a positive duty on 
public bodies to have due regard to human rights and equality issues.  The Office of the Om-
budsman, which provides secretariat support to the Commission, is committed to providing a 
service to all clients that respects their human rights and their right to equal treatment and has 
adopted a proactive approach to implementing this duty. The Office’s approach is underlined by 
its core organisational values of independence, customer focus and fairness, which are evident 
in both the culture of the Office and its internal policies and procedures. In undertaking its statu-
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tory functions, the Office ensures that any failure to respect human rights is considered.  The 
Office of the Ombudsman reported on progress and achievements in respect of the duty in 2018 
and 2019 Ombudsman annual reports and will report on it in the 2020 annual report.

In 2018, the Office of the Ombudsman established a working group on its public sector duty.  
The group considered the human rights and equality issues relevant to its functions and identi-
fied the policies, plans and actions needed to address these. On foot of this, a Public Sector Duty 
Committee was established and an Equality Officer appointed. 

The Committee has made a considerable amount of progress since 2018.  It oversaw the 
introduction of an e-learning module on human rights and equality for new staff members, car-
ried out a review of all communications in the Office, introduced a revised internal communica-
tions strategy focusing on the availability of needs assessments and assistive technologies and 
enhanced the accessibility of the office for staff and visitors.

Up to 2020, the Committee had largely focused on what proactive changes it could make 
within the organisation.  However, in 2020 it expanded its focus to explore how it could imple-
ment public sector duty and promote human rights and equality though the public service bodies 
it deals with.  A new action plan was agreed for the short to medium-term, which aims to embed 
public sector duty into its core strategy and statutory functions and explore how it can introduce 
a human rights lens when it considers the actions of the public service providers under its remit.  

The Strategic Plan 2109-2021 sets out the human rights and equality issues relevant to the 
functions and purpose of the organisation with regard to the Act. The Office seeks to protect the 
human rights of all its service-users when investigating their complaints.  Staff are encouraged 
to bring a human rights perspective to their consideration of cases and provide training to the 
staff on how human rights and equality relate to their work.  The Office of the Ombudsman con-
tinue to seek a comprehensive jurisdiction to enable it to consider complaints from areas where 
human rights may be abused, including prisons.

Regulator of the National Lottery

The Office of the Regulator of the National Lottery is a small office of just ten staff and 
which does not provide services to the public and has a limited stakeholder network with which 
it interacts. The ORNL has at all times promoted equality of opportunity and treatment of staff, 
and in recruitment welcomes applications from any person who has the competencies to carry 
out the duties of the post being filled.  In procurement it also requires tenderers/contractors to 
confirm that they comply with good industry practice and with all applicable laws including in 
the area of social and labour law.  

In 2019/20, the Office carried out a detailed, comprehensive review of its commitments 
under the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014, in line with its Public Sector 
Duty.  The findings of that work will be incorporated into the Office’s next Strategy Statement 
for 2022 to 2024 which is being developed and drafted in 2021 and reported on in annual re-
ports for those years.

State Laboratory

The State Laboratory provides an analytical and advisory service to Government Depart-
ments and Offices and has no dealings with the public.

Dignity at work training programmes have been delivered to staff and external recruitment 
is via the Public Appointments Service, who are committed to a policy of equal opportunity.  
Duties under the act regarding staff, have been considered under its People and Culture Strategy.
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24/03/2021WRY04400Flood Relief Schemes

24/03/2021WRY04500548. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
flood relief scheme is proposed for the Bridgestown and Moneyfluigh area, Inniscarra, County 
Cork. [15367/21]

24/03/2021WRY04600Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Local flooding issues are a matter, in the first instance, for each Local Au-
thority to investigate and address. Where necessary, Local Authorities may put forward pro-
posals to relevant central Government Departments, including the Office of Public Works, for 
funding of appropriate measures depending on the infrastructure or assets under threat.     

Under the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme, applica-
tions are considered for projects that are estimated to cost not more than €750,000 in each 
instance. Funding of up to 90% of the cost is available for approved projects.  Applications are 
assessed by the OPW having regard to the specific economic, social and environmental criteria 
of the scheme, including a cost benefit ratio and having regard to the availability of funding for 
flood risk management. Full details of this scheme are available on www.opw.ie  . The OPW 
has no application in respect of flooding in this area.

24/03/2021WRY04700Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRY04800549. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the average cost to the Exchequer for each apprentice employed in the public sector; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15774/21]

24/03/2021WRY04900550. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the average cost for each apprentice employed in the public sector; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15841/21]

24/03/2021WRY05000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 549 and 550 together.

Apprenticeships programmes exist across the public service including craft apprenticeships 
in the uniformed services and a number of state agencies, as well as commercial semi-state 
bodies.  

In my role as Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, I have overarching responsibility 
for workforce planning in, and recruitment to, the civil service.  

The civil service is presently piloting two civil service apprenticeship programmes to en-
hance ongoing professionalisation of corporate functions in the areas of finance and informa-
tion technology:

Accounting Technician Apprenticeship Programme 

This pilot is presently underway with Revenue in conjunction with Accounting Technicians 
Ireland.

Programme apprentices are remunerated at the average rate of €26,604 per annum 

ICT Apprenticeship Programme

This is presently being lead out by of the Office of the Government Chief Information Of-
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ficer, with apprentices being placed in a number of Government Departments and Offices.

Programme apprentices are presently remunerated at the rate of €23,162 per annum

The rate of pay for apprentices represents the dual educational off-the-job and experiential 
on-the-job aspects of the respective programmes.

As the Deputy will be aware, the current Programme for Government commits to an expan-
sion in the number of registered apprentices nationally to 10,000 annually by 2025, including 
an increase in apprentice numbers within the civil service and the public service.  The Minister 
for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science has policy responsibility 
for apprenticeships nationally and following a call for written submissions in 2020 is, I under-
stand, presently developing a National Action Plan for Apprenticeships in conjunction with key 
stakeholders that will be submitted to Government for its consideration in due course.

24/03/2021WRY05200Garda Stations

24/03/2021WRY05300551. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the reason for the use of overspill accommodation by the OPW in respect of the new Garda 
building at Military Road, Dublin; if he and or the OPW were informed by An Garda Síochána 
that a single site to house all operations and resources was the preferred design; the amount 
budgeted for the project as of 19 March 2021; if his attention has been drawn to an upwards 
creep in budget required for the project; and if he sanctions increased budget caps on the proj-
ect. [15856/21]

24/03/2021WRY05400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Planning for the new Military Road development commenced a number of 
years ago and the design of the building is based on the  numbers of An Garda Síochána person-
nel which  existed back then. The OPW  understands An Garda Síochána’s evolving workforce 
planning needs and is being very pro-actively engaging with An Garda Síochána in identifying 
accommodation solutions to meet their recent additional operational needs. The overall budget 
for the Military Rd project is €86.3m and the project is being developed within its overall bud-
get.

24/03/2021WRY05500Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRY05600552. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
total Covid-19-related spend in 2020 by his Department, agency and budget line item; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [16273/21]

24/03/2021WRY05700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy in relation to Covid-19 related spend in 2020 for my Depart-
ment, the Office of Government Procurement which is also part of my Department, and the 
bodies under the aegis of the Department is set out in the tables below.

Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Purpose of Spend   Cost 
ICT Costs *   €621,050 
Non-IT equipment and other   costs   €44,300 
Staffing Costs €39,500
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Purpose of Spend   Cost 
Cleaning €24,600 
Personal Protective   Equipment / Sanitiser   €24,000 

* ICT costs include, for example, IT equipment, web services costs, additional IT security 
measures and costs related to the COVID Tracker mobile app and the Vaccination Website

   Office of Government Procurement

Purpose of Spend   Cost 
IT related (a portion of   this is standard spend for new entrants at particular grades, a portion 
of it   was a business decision to move away from replacing older desktops with   laptops and 
the remaining spend was to enable OGP to work remotely and carry   on business as usual  dur-
ing the pandemic)

€161,800 

Provision of legal advices   for purpose of preparing advisory notes on Covid related topics and 
drafting   of two legal agreements for use with standard form CWMF contracts

  €21,900   

IT services for provisioning of application to triage Supplier offers of   assistance with National 
response to the Pandemic   

  €20,800   

Courier Services     €14,600   
Personal Protective   Equipment, signage and related sanitation materials      €9,200   
Equipment to enable home   working      €5,000   
Online Working from Home Ergonomics   course      €2,400   

Bodies under the Aegis of the Department

Purpose of Spend   Cost 

Office of   Public Works (OPW) 
Cleaning / Clothing / Hygiene / H&S / Signage €882,400
Building / Equipment / Vehicle - Upgrades and Maintenance €754,370
IT and other Working from Home related costs €739,200

Public Appointments Service (PAS)  
IT and Supplies €100,000 
Recruitment Costs - Advertising &   Testing    €38,700 
Travel & Subsistence     €35,700   
Miscellaneous Expenses      €14,400   
Premises Expense & Utilities     €11,000   
  
National Shared Services Office   (NSSO)  
IT – provision of laptops,   secure remote working software and other IT peripheralsFacili-
ties – additional   security & enhanced cleaning servicesEmployee Wellbeing   

€824,850 

  
State Laboratory  
Personal Protective Equipment – Gloves and Masks     €52,200   
ICT - Laptops & Screens     €20,700   
Safety Equipment - Mask fit testing system     €8,200   
Sanitiser   €6,500   
ICT - Remote access licences     €5,200   
Safety Equipment - Temperature monitor     €2,100   
  
Office of the Ombudsman  
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Purpose of Spend   Cost 
Remote IT equipment     €10,000   
Personal Protective   Equipment - masks, alcohol gels, wipes, tissues etc.     €5,200   
  
Office of the Regulator of the National Lottery  
IT equipment, ancillaries,   and installation €16,000 
System to allow remote   dial-in to desktop PCs    €1,300 
Covid Compliance Officer   training     €65   

24/03/2021WRY05800Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRY05900553. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the pay-
ment options available for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by his Department; and if there 
are plans to provide further online payment facilities. [16292/21]

24/03/2021WRY06000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that payments by persons of the nature specified in the question do not arise 
in respect of my Department, given the nature of its role.

24/03/2021WRY06100Arts Funding

24/03/2021WRY06200554. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media when the €50 million fund for the live entertainment sector will be distributed; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [13931/21]

24/03/2021WRY06300560. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the steps she is taking to run the live performance support scheme until 31 December 
2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14316/21]

24/03/2021WRY06400563. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of disbursement of the €50 million support for live entertainment an-
nounced in Budget 2021; and the details of further measures to assist the industry in view of 
current Covid-19 restrictions. [14542/21]

24/03/2021WRY06500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 554, 560 and 563 together.

Recently, I was pleased to announce a €50 million suite of measures to support those in the 
Live Entertainment Sector.

As part of this suite, an allocation of €25 million is being made available under the Live 
Performance Support Scheme 2021.  This scheme builds on the successful outcomes of the 
pilot Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS) in 2020, which provided thousands of days of 
employment to hundreds of musicians, actors, crew and technicians and the valuable insights 
gained. This new scheme is aimed at commercial venues, producers and promoters in the cul-
ture sector and will support employment and wellbeing opportunities across all genres and con-
tinued high quality artistic output for the general public. Grant recipients of the pilot LPSS may 
apply under this new scheme. The Live Performance Support Scheme 2021 opened for applica-
tions on 19th March 2021 and further information can be found on my Department’s website. 

An allocation of €5 million will also be made available to local authorities for outdoor live 
performances in summer 2021 to animate town centres, should public health considerations 
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permit.  This will allow for the procurement by local authorities of performances by local per-
formers. Performances can be recorded or streamed if health restrictions prevent live events.  
Local authorities will be encouraged to engage events companies to develop and deliver a pro-
gramme of performances.  

As a further support measure for those in the live entertainment industry, an allocation of 
€14m will be made available for a new scheme to make a contribution to the overheads of busi-
nesses that have been significantly negatively affected by COVID-19 and that do not qualify 
for other business supports.  The main features of this new Music Entertainment Business As-
sistance Scheme (MEBAS) will see support offered by way of two levels of flat payments:

- €2,500 for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover of €20,000 - €100,000;

- €5,000 for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover in excess of €100,000. 

Self-employed businesses whether sole traders, partnerships and incorporated entities op-
erating exclusively within the commercial live entertainment sector are eligible to apply. The 
scheme will open when the necessary administrative and IT systems are in place.

€5 million will also be made available for a scheme of capital supports for the commercial 
live entertainment sector. This will be applied to supporting the installation of high quality 
recording and streaming facilities in venues through a competitive grant application process. 

Up to €1 million was allocated to the St Patrick’s Festival 2021 for programming and it 
supported the employment of performers, producers, artists, technicians, creatives and support 
staff. With gatherings still restricted, SPF 2021 curated a rich and dynamic programme of events 
involving hundreds of artists, musicians, performers, creators, and community organisations 
which was  broadcast on the St. Patrick’s Festival TV online channel  marking the national day.

24/03/2021WRY06600Tourism Funding

24/03/2021WRY06700555. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when the second phase of the Bord Fáilte grant will be issued to persons; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14004/21]

24/03/2021WRY06800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The administration  of the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme is an operational 
matter for Fáilte Ireland. I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for further details re-
garding the scheme.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

24/03/2021WRY06900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRY07000556. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the specific supports she will put in place to assist the 43 weekly newspapers na-
tionwide whose advertising revenue has dropped due to the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14028/21]

24/03/2021WRY07100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): A strong and independent media sector is central to our parliamentary democracy, 
freedom of speech and to the provision of quality and impartial information, particularly in the 
context of Covid-19. I recognise the essential role that the print media plays in this regard. The 
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production and publication of newspapers, journals and periodicals and the distribution of those 
publications has been listed as an essential service. The Government has put in place a range 
of supports for all businesses impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic, which are available to local 
newspapers.

The sector faces a fall in revenue arising from the pandemic, but also longer term challenges 
as a result of changing patterns of media consumption, technology and shifts in advertising 
revenue.

In recognition of these longer term challenges, the Programme for Government provided for 
the establishment of the Future of Media Commission to consider the future of print, broadcast, 
and online media in a platform agnostic fashion.  The Commission, chaired by Professor Brian 
MacCraith, recently concluded a public consultation to which a number of stakeholders in the 
print sector have made submissions. The Commission is currently in the process of engaging 
with key stakeholders in a series of thematic dialogues. I look forward to receiving the Com-
mission’s Report on the completion of its work which will inform media policy, including print 
media, over the next 10 years.

In terms of specific supports for the sector, the Deputy will appreciate it is of particular 
importance in relation to media organisations to avoid any perception of Government interfer-
ence or influence and the funding of newspapers is therefore a complex issue. I am however 
cognisant of the importance of this sector, and the financial issues which it currently faces. 

Since I assumed formal responsibility for the media sector in September 2020, I have en-
gaged in meetings with key stakeholders including Newsbrands, Local Ireland and the National 
Union of Journalists (NUJ). Most recently I met with Local Ireland on Wednesday 17th Febru-
ary. My officials continue to engage with all relevant stakeholders in order to explore the issues 
facing the sector.

24/03/2021WRY07200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRY07300557. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans to introduce targeted financial supports for lighting, sound and au-
diovisual engineering companies in the entertainment sector which have been severely affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic but which were not eligible for the tourism business continuity 
scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14288/21]

24/03/2021WRY07400558. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the frequency with which the flat payments of either €2,500 or €5,000 prom-
ised under the recently announced music entertainment business assistance scheme will be paid 
to eligible businesses; if these flat payments will be backdated to take into account the fact that 
these businesses had little or no financial support for the first 12 months of the Covid-19 pan-
demic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14289/21]

24/03/2021WRY07500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 557 and 558 together.

In Budget 2021, an amount of €50m was provided for the live entertainment sector.  Re-
cently, I was pleased to announce the allocation of this funding by way of a suite of measures 
to support those in the live entertainment Sector . 

An allocation of €25 million is being made available under the Live Performance Support 
Scheme 2021.  This scheme builds on the successful outcomes of the pilot Live Performance 
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Support Scheme (LPSS) in 2020. The pilot LPSS was widely welcomed and very successful, 
with many artists, including lighting sound and  audiovisual creatives getting employment in 
the weeks running up to Christmas.  The main criticism was that many in the sector did not ben-
efit from the scheme as the amount available was just €5m.  Given that the new scheme amounts 
to five times the level of the pilot, I am confident that funding will now reach right across the 
live performance sector.  

I have also made an allocation of €14m available for a new scheme to make a contribution 
to the overheads of businesses, specifically musicians and related crew, that have been signifi-
cantly negatively affected by COVID-19 and that do not qualify for other business supports.  
The main features of this new Music Entertainment Business Assistance Scheme (MEBAS) 
will see support offered by way of two levels of once-off flat payments in 2021:

- €2,500 for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover of €20,000 - €100,000;

- €5,000 for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover in excess of €100,000.

Under the scheme, musicians, singers, lighting and sound crew and audio  equipment suppli-
ers -  whether sole traders, partnerships or incorporated entities - operating exclusively within 
the commercial live entertainment sector will be eligible to apply. The scheme will open when 
the necessary administrative and IT systems are in place.

24/03/2021WRZ00300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRZ00400559. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will provide the hospitality and tourism sector at least one month’s notice for 
when they will be allowed to reopen; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14315/21]

24/03/2021WRZ00500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I am aware of the issues faced by the tourism and hospitality industry, including the 
difficulties posed by ongoing COVID-19-related restrictions, and understand why the tourism 
and hospitality sector would like greater notice of and certainty around reopening.  Nonetheless 
COVID-19 is a highly infectious disease, which spreads when individuals and groups come 
into close contact with one another, enabling the virus to move from one person to another.  The 
current public health advice is that it is too early to say how and when other restrictions might 
be eased given current uncertainties. 

In line with COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery Plan 2021 – The Path Ahead, the Govern-
ment agreed that the public health restrictions will be subject to ongoing review taking account 
of the evolving epidemiological situation and available evidence in relation to vaccine deploy-
ment, uptake and effectiveness.  Government will meet in advance of 5th of April to review the 
level of restrictions for the following period.

  Question No. 560 answered with Question No. 554.

24/03/2021WRZ00700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRZ00800561. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the steps she is taking to ensure that one-off payments to support artists and support 
crews does not come from existing or announced arts funding; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14317/21]
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24/03/2021WRZ00900571. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason music and entertainment workers and businesses with a turnover 
of less than €20,000 will not be eligible for the music and entertainment business assistance 
scheme. [15030/21]

24/03/2021WRZ01000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 561 and 571 together.

In Budget 2021, an amount of €50m was provided for the live entertainment sector.  Re-
cently, I was pleased to announce the allocation of this funding by way of a suite of measures to 
support those in the live entertainment Sector. As part of this suite, an allocation of €25 million 
is being made available under the Live Performance Support Scheme 2021.  This scheme builds 
on the successful outcomes of the pilot Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS) in 2020. The 
pilot LPSS was widely welcomed and  very successful, with many artists, including lighting 
sound and  audiovisual creatives getting employment in the weeks running up to Christmas.  
The main criticism was that many in the sector did not benefit from the scheme as the amount 
available was just €5m.  Given that the new scheme amounts to five times the level of the pilot, 
I am confident that funding will now reach right across the live performance sector.   

An allocation of €14m will be made available for a new scheme to make a contribution to 
the overheads of businesses, specifically musicians and related crew, that have been significant-
ly negatively affected by COVID-19 and that do not qualify for other business supports.  The 
main features of this new Music Entertainment Business Assistance Scheme (MEBAS) will see 
support offered by way of two levels of flat payments:

- €2,500 for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover of €20,000 - €100,000;

- €5,000 for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover in excess of €100,000. 

Under the scheme, musicians, singers, lighting and sound crew and audio  equipment suppli-
ers -  whether sole traders, partnerships or incorporated entities - operating exclusively within 
the commercial live entertainment sector will be eligible to apply. The scheme will open when 
the necessary administrative and IT systems are in place.  The eligibility threshold of €20,000 
aims to strike an appropriate balance having regard to other available supports and the need to 
reach as many professional musicians and crew as possible.

24/03/2021WRZ01100Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRZ01200562. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the details of the process through which her Department drafts and produces leg-
islation; if her Department outsources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the 
drafting was outsourced since she took office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each 
Bill. [14429/21]

24/03/2021WRZ01300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The drafting of legislation in my Department is carried out in accordance with the 
procedures set in the Cabinet Handbook.  I am advised that, since its establishment,  my Depart-
ment has not outsourced the drafting of any legislation and that accordingly no costs have been 
incurred in that regard.

  Question No. 563 answered with Question No. 554.
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24/03/2021WRZ01500Sports Funding

24/03/2021WRZ01600564. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of a grant for a club (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14553/21]

24/03/2021WRZ01700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme is the pri-
mary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation 
facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.

The 2020 round of the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme closed for applications 
on Monday 1st  March. By the closing date, 3,106 applications were submitted seeking over 
€200m in funding. This is the highest number of applications ever received. 

The scoring system and assessment procedures are currently being finalised and all applica-
tions, including the application referred to by the Deputy, will be assessed in accordance with 
these.  Given the large number of applications received this assessment process is likely to 
take several months.  As soon as this process is complete all applicants will be informed of the 
outcome of the assessment of their application.

24/03/2021WRZ01800Sports Funding

24/03/2021WRZ01900565. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the amount of funding and or grants provided by Sport Ireland to a club (de-
tails supplied) since its formation on an annual basis. [14555/21]

24/03/2021WRZ02000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Sport Ireland, which is funded by my Department, is the 
statutory body with responsibility for the development of sport, increasing participation at all 
levels and raising standards, including the allocation of funding across its various programmes. 
Sport Ireland does not however, provide direct funding for clubs or individuals but instead 
channels the funding through the relevant National Governing Body. 

In relation to my Department, the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme is the primary 
vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities 
and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country. The club referred to 
by the Deputy, which I understand is newly formed, has not received funding under the scheme 
previously. It should be noted however that the 2020 round of the  Programme closed for ap-
plications on Monday 1st  March and an application from the club has been received. By the 
closing date, 3,106 applications were submitted which is the highest number of applications 
ever received.   

The scoring system and assessment procedures are currently being finalised and all ap-
plications will be assessed in accordance with these.  Given the large number of applications 
received this assessment process is likely to take a number of months.  As soon as this process 
is complete all applicants, including the club referred to by the Deputy, will be informed of the 
outcome of the assessment of their application.

24/03/2021WRZ02100Water Quality
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24/03/2021WRZ02200566. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the measures that will be taken to maintain and improve the water quality as part of 
the Shannon tourism investment scheme. [14653/21]

24/03/2021WRZ02300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Shannon Tourism Masterplan is a collaborative project involving Waterways 
Ireland, Fáilte Ireland and ten local authorities along the River Shannon and Shannon-Erne 
Waterway. 

Under the Masterplan, Fáilte Ireland will invest in the development of tourism infrastruc-
ture, products and experiences to help reposition the Shannon Region as a key tourism destina-
tion within Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands.  I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland 
to supply further information in relation to its plans for tourism investment in line with the 
Shannon Tourism Masterplan.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within ten working days. 

Other matters such as those referred to by the Deputy are not part of Fáilte Ireland’s remit. In 
that regard, information on planned Waterways Ireland and/or local authority investment under 
this Masterplan is a matter for those public bodies.

24/03/2021WRZ02400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRZ02500567. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media when applicants for the tourism and business continuity scheme will be notified if 
they have been successful in their application for this grant; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [14665/21]

24/03/2021WRZ02600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The administration  of the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme is an operational 
matter for Fáilte Ireland. I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for further details re-
garding the scheme.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

24/03/2021WRZ02700Film Industry

24/03/2021WRZ02800568. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if she will report on foreign production companies having an obligation 
to hire production and acting staff here given the financial exemptions they receive; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14697/21]

24/03/2021WRZ02900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Section 481 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 and the Film Regulations 2019 
made by the Revenue Commissioners on 27 March 2019, with the consent of the Ministers 
for Finance and Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media provide for corporation 
tax relief for the production of films by film production companies.  The relief is available to 
Irish based film production companies provided certain conditions, as laid out in statute and 
regulations, and as specified in the Certificate issued by the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media are met.

Tax relief under Section 481 relief is only available for the portion or element of the produc-
tion of a film carried out in Ireland.
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In 2019 Ireland became one of the first countries in Europe to have skills development 
linked to the qualification for the available film and TV tax credit.  Screen Skills Ireland is the 
skills development unit within Screen Ireland, and it provides continuing training and career 
development opportunities for professionals working in the screen sectors.

24/03/2021WRZ03000Sports Events

24/03/2021WRZ03100569. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her views on spectators attending European Championship matches in a sta-
dium (details supplied); and if her Department is engaging with an organisation in relation to 
this matter. [14728/21]

24/03/2021WRZ03200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Dublin is due to host four games in June this year as part of the UEFA 2020 Champi-
onships. When UEFA took the decision to postpone these championships last year, they sought 
confirmation from the governing authorities of the 12 host cities that they were willing and able 
to host in June and July of 2021. In April 2020, the Government reconfirmed the guarantees 
required and confirmed that Ireland would host the matches.

At the request of UEFA, Dublin’s hosting partners – the FAI, Dublin City Council, Aviva 
Stadium and the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media – are exam-
ining possible scenarios for staging the games scheduled for Dublin in this COVID-19 environ-
ment.  We are in constant dialogue with UEFA and our intention is to work to finalise our best 
possible scenario consistent with public health guidelines over the coming weeks.

24/03/2021WRZ03300Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRZ03400570. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the five most recent significant capital projects in the major functional respon-
sibilities of her Department which have required her sanction; the time which elapsed between 
the initial submission of the proposal for consideration until the construction commenced; the 
significant elements making up this period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the 
planning process; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of 
contractors; and the way this duration compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the 
outset of the process. [14787/21]

24/03/2021WRZ03500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department’s investment programme under the National Development Plan is 
set out in its sectoral plan “Investing in our Culture, Language and Heritage – 2018 to 2027” 
and also includes elements of the “Linking People and Places” plan of the former Department 
of Transport, Tourism and Sport.  The Department’s investment programme includes capital 
projects, capital programmes and capital grant schemes.

Major capital projects for which the Department is the approving authority are appraised, 
planned, implemented and evaluated in line with the revised Public Spending Code which in-
cludes the preparation of a Strategic Assessment Report, a Preliminary Business Case and Final 
Business Case and which require my sanction at key decision gates. Additionally, projects also 
have to adhere to the requirements of the Capital Works Management Framework (CWMF).

The majority of my Department’s major capital projects, as distinct from capital programmes 
and grant schemes, fall within an ambitious €460 million programme of redevelopment and 
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renovation of our National Cultural Institutions (NCIs). Considerable work has been under-
taken to date in partnership with the NCIs themselves and with the OPW in advancing the NCI 
projects through the appraisal and design/planning stages as required under the Public Spending 
Code and CWMF. Other flagship projects include the development of a flagship Irish language 
and cultural centre in Dublin city centre and the redevelopment of the Royal Irish Academy of 
Music, in partnership with the Department of Education.  

The five most recent significant capital projects which have received my, or my predeces-
sor’s sanction under the Public Spending Code are set out below.  It should be noted that the 
process for appraising these projects includes extensive investigative and remedial works which 
will help shape and determine the final outcome.  All investigative and construction works are 
of course contingent on COVID-19 public health restrictions and guidelines currently in place.

Project Project Stage Most recent approval 
date

Next Stage

National Archives Final Business Case March 2021 Construction
National Gallery of 
Ireland – Phase 4(a)

Design/Planning November 2020 Final Business Case

Crawford Art Gal-
lery

Design/Planning September 2020 Final Business Case

Chester Beatty Li-
brary

Preliminary Business 
Case

July 2020 Design/Planning

National Concert 
Hall

Preliminary Business 
Case

March 2020 Design/Planning

Work is also underway in respect of developing the design for the redevelopment of the 
West Wing of the National Library of Ireland, following the recent completion of the first phase 
of the project which saw the relocation of the collection to a new, state of the art book repository 
on the Kildare Street campus, and on the Preliminary Business Cases for the redevelopment of 
the Natural History Museum and the Abbey Theatre.

Given the historic nature of the NCI buildings, their importance as major heritage and cul-
tural assets, their status - in most cases - as protected structures, the deputy will appreciate that 
any interventions have to adhere to the highest national and international standards. This is re-
inforced by the various new processes introduced as part of the revised Public Spending Code 
which involves extensive consideration of all aspects of development.  This has meant more 
time than originally anticipated to deliver these projects but it is intended that they will continue 
to advance quickly through the remaining Public Spending Code stages over the next year.

  Question No. 571 answered with Question No. 561.

24/03/2021WRZ03700Ministerial Meetings

24/03/2021WRZ03800572. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the details of all meetings and events she has attended from 1 November 2020 
to date and those attended by the Minister of State from 31 January 2021 to date; and if she 
plans to ensure the Ministerial diaries are made public on a regular basis. [15031/21]

24/03/2021WRZ03900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I can advise that my diary and my colleague, the Minister for State, Jack Chambers, 
T.D., diary are generally published quarterly.  However, arrangements have been made to pub-
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lish up-dates of my diary on my  Department’s website, as of Monday 22nd March, 2021, with 
information inclusive of the dates to which you refer.

Please see link here https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/6e364-ministers-dia-
ries/

With regard to my colleague, Minister of State, Jack Chambers, T.D., given that his diary 
arrangements are done in conjunction with the Department of An Taoiseach the follow up-date 
to his diary  is provided in the table below.

Aire Dáta Cur síos
Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

4 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le oifigigh na Roinne agus an FAI  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

4 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le Sport Ireland agus oifigigh na Roinne  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

5 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le oifigigh na Roinne le Oifigigh Pleaná-
la Teanga chun Bille na dTeangacha  Oifigiúla 
(Leasú) a phlé  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

5 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le Tuismitheoirí na Gaeltachta  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

8 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le oifigigh na Roinne agus Friends of 
Irish Athletics  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

8 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le oifigigh na Roinne agus IRFU  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

8 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le oifigigh na Roinne agus GAA, Camo-
gie & LGFA  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

8 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le oifigigh na Roinne & Olympic Fed-
eration of Ireland  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

9 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú leis an Aire Coveney  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

9 Feabhra, 2021   Cruinniú leis na hAirí Martin, Chambers agus 
Oifigigh na Roinne  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

10 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le C.R.O.   

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

11 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú leis na hAirí Martin, Chambers agus 
oifigigh na Roinne ar an Ráiteas  Stráitéise ar 
taobh an Ghaeltacht de  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

11 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú leis na hAirí Martin, Chambers agus 
oifigigh na Roinne ar an Ráiteas  Stráitéise ar 
taobh Spórt  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

15 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le toscaireacht faoi Hallaí Pobail Chona-
mara  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

15 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le Glór nan Gael  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

18 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú leis na hAirí agus an Bórd Bainistíochta  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

19 Feabhra, 2021  Griangraf le Sport Ireland  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

19 Feabhra, 2021  Taifead físeáin do Conradh na Gaeilge  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

24 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú leis an tAire James Browne ar cearrb-
hachás sa Spórt  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

26 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le oifigigh na Roinne ar an Plean For-
bartha Náisiúnta  
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Aire Dáta Cur síos
Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

26 Feabhra, 2021  Cruinniú le Paralympics Ireland  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

1 Márta, 2021  Fóram bliantúil ‘Federation of Irish  Sport’  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

1 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú le Sport Ireland  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

3 Márta, 2021  Raiteas ar an nGaeilge agus ar an  nGaeltacht sa 
Dáil i rith Seachtain na Gaeilge  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

4 Márta, 2021  Girls Get Active – grianghraf   

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

4 Márta, 2021  Taifeadh físeáin le haghaidh Seachtain na  
Gaeilge  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

4 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú leis an AS agus ‘Young Voices on  
Sport’ comhairliúcháin  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

5 Márta, 2021  Comhdháil Óstaí na Rí maidir le deiseanna  fos-
taíochta mar dhlítheangeolaithe leis an AE  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

8 Márta, 2021  Webinar do Sport Ireland – Women in Sport  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

8 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú le Sport Ireland  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

8 Márta, 2021  Raiteas ar an nGaeilge sa Seanad  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

9 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú leis an AS agus Conradh na  Gaeilge  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

9 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú leis an AS, oifigigh agus  ‘Kildare/
Meath and Waterford GAA’  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

9 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú leis an AS, oifigigh faoi US  College 
Football Classic 5 year series  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

10 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú leis na hAirí Chambers agus  Byrne 
agus institúidí AE i rith Seachtain na Gaeilge   

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

11 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú leis na hAirí agus an Bórd Bainistíochta  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

12 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú le muintir Ciarraí Theas faoi cursaí 
oidheachas sa Ghaeltacht (SnaG)  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

12 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú le muintir Chiarraí Theas faoi cursaí 
Pobail agus Teanga sa Ghaeltacht (SnaG)  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

12 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú le muintir Chiarraí Theas faoi cursaí 
Spóirt sa Ghaeltacht   

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

15 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú leis an AS Chambers agus foireann 
Abair.ie (SnaG)  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

15 Márta, 2021  Seisiúin cheoil leis an AS Chambers agus 
déagóirí ó Scoil na Crannóige, Ghaoth Dobhair  
(SnaG)  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

16 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú leis an AS, oifigigh agus Federation of 
Irish Sport  

Minister of State Jack Chambers 
T.D.    

16 Márta, 2021  Cruinniú leis an AS, oifigigh na Roinne agus 
foireann Techspace (SnaG)  

24/03/2021WRZ04000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRZ04100573. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she has conducted a risk assessment and/or received updated advice regard-
ing the resumption of indoor non-contact training and non-contact indoor sports and or activi-
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ties and dancing classes for amateur teams and persons. [15055/21]

24/03/2021WRZ04200574. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she has conducted a risk assessment and/or received updated advice regard-
ing the resumption of outdoor non-contact training and non-contact outdoor sports and/or ac-
tivities for amateur teams and persons; if the return to sport expert group and Sport Ireland have 
reported to her in respect of their review of national governing bodies of sport submissions; and 
if she will publish its report. [15056/21]

24/03/2021WRZ04300Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 573 and 574 together.

Insofar as risk assessment and advice is concerned, the position is as advised previously to 
the Deputy. The Expert Group on Return to Sport, which is chaired by my Department, provides 
relevant advice to the sporting bodies to inform their own risk assessment, and the majority 
of sporting bodies have put in place appropriate COVID-19 protocols to mitigate the risk of 
transmission at training and competitive events. NPHET provides broad public health advice to 
Government in relation to the overall Covid-19 response, which is then considered by Govern-
ment. 

In relation to the resumption of sporting activity, the Government has agreed that the current 
public health restrictions on sport and exercise will remain in place until 5 April. The current 
epidemiological situation is such that it does not permit Government consideration at this time 
of the resumption of sporting activity. The Government’s clear message at the present time is 
for people to stay in their homes, unless necessary for those essential reasons set out in the 
public health regulations.

In the context of the recent publication of the COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery Plan 
2021 – The Path Ahead, the Government has agreed that the public health restrictions will be 
subject to ongoing review taking account of the evolving epidemiological situation and avail-
able evidence in relation to vaccine deployment, uptake and effectiveness. The public health 
advice is that it is too early to say how and when other restrictions should be eased given current 
uncertainties. Government will meet in advance of the 5th of April to review the level of restric-
tions. The focus of the assessment, based on the public health advice, will be on achieving the 
following before any significant easing of measures is contemplated:

1. Disease prevalence (case numbers/incidence) is brought to much lower levels that can 
be managed and controlled by public health and that the reproduction number (“R” number) is 
such that we can be confident that we can continue to suppress the disease e.g. at or below 1.

2. Hospital and critical care occupancy are reduced to low levels to protect the health service 
and allow for the safe resumption of non-COVID-19 care.

3. Ongoing and steady progress on the vaccination programme such that the most vulner-
able are protected through vaccination.

4. Emerging information on variants of concern.

Any easing of measures should be slow and gradual with sufficient time between phases 
to assess impact and to respond if the epidemiological situation was to deteriorate. It will take 
account of emerging international and national evidence and experience and with a specific fo-
cus on supporting mental health and wellbeing. The Government has agreed that the following 
areas may be considered if the situation improves sufficiently:

- Some easing of restrictions on outdoor activities and meetings beyond 1 other household.
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- Consideration of extending the current 5km limit.

- Staggered start of easing of other areas of activity with a focus on outdoor activities includ-
ing sport and some areas of construction.

The process of evaluating the 44 submissions made by National Governing Bodies of sport 
in response to my invitation ongoing. Minister Martin and I are continuing our engagement 
with Sport Ireland and the sporting bodies with a view to bringing proposals at the appropri-
ate time for consideration by Government, in consultation with NPHET and the public health 
authorities.

24/03/2021WRZ04500Tourism Promotion

24/03/2021WRZ04600575. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the position regarding plans by Fáilte Ireland for the marketing and branding 
of Killarney, County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15060/21]

24/03/2021WRZ04700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The matter raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland. I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to them for further details.  Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRZ04800Tourism Project Funding

24/03/2021WRZ04900576. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when she expects Fáilte Ireland’s platforms for growth capital funding recipi-
ents to be announced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15061/21]

24/03/2021WRZ05000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Platforms for Growth is Fáilte Ireland’s platform-based approach to large-scale capi-
tal investment in tourism product,  and targets investment in line with specific “platforms” 
identified as a priority for tourists on the basis of research and insights.

As the administration of this scheme is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the agency for direct response to the Deputy with further infor-
mation in respect of any forthcoming funding announcements.  Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRZ05100Tourism Promotion

24/03/2021WRZ05200577. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of the destination town initiative in respect of Tralee, County Kerry; 
the breakdown of expenditure in Tralee under the initiative to date; the future schedule for 
Tralee under the initiative; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15062/21]

24/03/2021WRZ05300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Fáilte Ireland’s Destination Towns initiative is a capital investment scheme for Local 
Authorities to enhance public spaces in developed and emerging tourism destinations in a way 
that will engage tourists and enhance their experience. 
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As the administration of this scheme is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, I have re-
ferred the Deputy’s question to the agency to supply information in respect of Tralee.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRZ05400Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRZ05500578. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the number of vehicles owned or leased and operated by her Department and agen-
cies and semi-State companies under her remit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE 
vehicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15128/21]

24/03/2021WRZ05600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I am advised that  my Department does not operate any vehicles . 

The table below sets out the information requested in respect of  those vehicles operated by 
bodies under the aegis of my Department. 

Agency Vehicles 
(Petrol)

Vehicles 
(Diesel)

Vehicles 
(Hybrid)

Total Num-
ber of ICE 
Vehicles  

Non ICE 
Vehicles (All 
Electric)

Total Number 
of all Vehicles 

An Foras Teanga - 2 - 2 - 2
Irish Museum of Modern Art 1 - - 1 - 1 
National Gallery of Ireland - 1 - 1 - 1
RTÉ 19 87 - 106 - 106
Sport Ireland Facilities DAC* 2 13 - 15 2 17 
TG4 - 2 3 5 - 5
Údarás na Gaeltachta - 6 - 6 - 6   

* Sport Ireland Facilities DAC is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Sport Ireland and is respon-
sible for the day-to-day management and operation of the sporting facilities at the Sport Ireland 
National Sports Campus.

24/03/2021WRZ05700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRZ05800579. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will address the issues raised by a person (details supplied) regarding the 
need to protect the events industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15134/21]

24/03/2021WRZ05900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I am acutely aware of the challenges facing those who rely on live performance to 
sustain their livelihoods on foot of necessary public health restrictions. The Government’s re-
sponse to the impact of the pandemic on the sector and the economy generally is comprised 
of a broad range of supports delivered across a range of Departments.  The Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment (PUP), the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme  and the COVID-19 Restric-
tions Support Scheme form the principle elements of the Government’s response.  The Tánaiste 
and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment recently announced the Small Business 
Assistance Scheme for Covid (SBASC) as a further horizontal support across all sectors of the 
economy.  SMEs and Businesses in the non-funded live events sector are eligible to apply under 
this scheme.

I was pleased to recently announce a new €50 million suite of additional measures to fur-
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ther support those in the Live Entertainment Sector. As part of this suite, an allocation of €25 
million is being made available under the Live Performance Support Scheme 2021.  This scheme 
builds on the successful outcomes of the pilot Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS) in 
2020, which provided thousands of days of employment to hundreds of musicians, actors, crew 
and technicians in tandem with a pipeline of high quality on-line much needed entertainment 
for Irish audiences.

The 2021 scheme is aimed at supporting employment and wellbeing opportunities across all 
genres and the continued production of high quality artistic output for the public.  This scheme 
has been developed following consultation with the sector and will be managed directly by my 
Department. 

An allocation of €5 million will be made available to local authorities for live performances 
in summer 2021 to animate town centres, should public health considerations permit.  This will 
allow for the procurement by local authorities of performances by local performers.  Perfor-
mances can be recorded or streamed if health restrictions prevent live events.  Local authorities 
will be encouraged to engage events companies to develop and deliver a programme of perfor-
mances.  

As a further support measure for those in the live entertainment industry, an allocation of 
€14m will be made available for a new scheme to make a contribution to the overheads of busi-
nesses, specifically musicians and related crew, that have been significantly negatively affected 
by COVID-19 and that do not qualify for other business supports.  The main features of this 
new Music Entertainment Business Assistance Scheme (MEBAS) will see support offered by 
way of two levels of flat payments:

- €2,500 for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover of €20,000 - €100,000;

- €5,000 for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover in excess of €100,000.

Under the scheme, musicians, singers, lighting and sound crew and audio  equipment suppli-
ers -  whether sole traders, partnerships or incorporated entities - operating exclusively within 
the commercial live entertainment sector will be eligible to apply. The scheme will open when 
the necessary administrative and IT systems are in place.

€5 million will also be made available for a scheme of capital supports for the commercial 
live entertainment sector. This will be applied to supporting the installation of high quality 
recording and streaming facilities in venues through a competitive grant application process.

Further information on the business and financial supports my colleague the Minister for 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment has in place to help businesses impacted by the COVID-19 
crisis can be viewed at the following link https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-
for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

24/03/2021WRZ06000Media Pluralism

24/03/2021WRZ06100580. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will examine the concentration of local media ownership by a group 
(details supplied) which has resulted in layoffs of personnel vital to maintaining the content, 
quality and continuity of the newspapers involved; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15291/21]

24/03/2021WRZ06200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
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Martin): Under the Competition Act 2002 (as amended), proposed mergers or acquisitions 
meeting certain criteria must be notified to the Competition and Consumer Protection Commis-
sion, CCPC. The CCPC must then examine the notification and decide if the merger may pro-
ceed on competition grounds. Media mergers which have received the CCPC’s determination 
to proceed must also be notified to me as Minister. 

Upon notification, a phase 1 examination of the merger is carried out by my Department. 
The purpose of the examination is to ensure that a notified media merger will not be contrary 
to the public interest in protecting the plurality of media in the State. Each merger is examined 
on its own merits in line with the relevant criteria set out in the Competition Act and the media 
mergers guidelines, both of which are available on my Department’s website.

Following this examination, I have three options under the legislation, which are to allow 
the merger to proceed, to allow the merger to proceed with conditions or to ask the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland, BAI, to conduct a more in-depth or phase 2 examination of the proposed 
merger. If the latter is the case, then the BAI will provide me with a report detailing its recom-
mendations on the matter.

It is important to note that while the local/regional newspaper sector is a very important 
source of information for the public, it is one element of the overall media market in the State. 
The merger activity in this particular sub sector has had no significant impact to date on the 
overall diversity of news and current affairs content available to audiences. For each merger, I 
must assess the impact of the proposed transaction not only on the print sector, but also on the 
television, radio and internet media sectors as well.

24/03/2021WRZ06300Tourism Funding

24/03/2021WRZ06400581. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media  if funding or grants are available to the owners of holiday parks, sites or facili-
ties that provide services to mobile home owners; if consideration has been given to financial 
assistance for the sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15332/21]

24/03/2021WRZ06500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The July Stimulus and Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and fiscal 
measures to build the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses 
across all sectors. In regard to tourism, these measures include:

- The first phase of  the Tourism Business  Continuity Scheme was launched on 11th  Febru-
ary by Fáilte  Ireland to help strategic tourism business survive the pandemic  and drive recov-
ery. The Scheme will contribute to the fixed  costs of identified tourism businesses that are not 
eligible  for CRSS to support their survival.  It will provide an  equitable level of payment to the 
CRSS for qualifying businesses  and the first phase will cover businesses such  as tourism at-
tractions, activity providers, and caravan and  camping sites.

- A €26m adaptation fund  for the tourism sector to adapt their premises to meet COVID-19  
safety requirements. 

- In addition, the  Government has introduced a number of horizontal measures  that have 
been of assistance to the tourism sector including the  Pandemic Unemployment Payment, 
the Employee Wage Subsidy Scheme  (EWSS), the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS),  
tax warehousing, and the Commercial  Rates waiver. 

The measures introduced have been critical in assisting tourism businesses to survive the 
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hugely challenging situation brought about by the pandemic. Unfortunately, the evolution of the 
pandemic in Ireland and elsewhere has meant that our tourism sector has remained in survival 
mode.  

On 23 February the Government published COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 The 
Path Ahead.  The Government also decided to support businesses, including tourism business-
es, by extending the COVID Restrictions Support Scheme, the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme, and the current commercial rates waiver for a further three months.  The Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment was also extended until end-June.

The Government has also committed to publishing a National Economic Recovery Plan.  
As part of the Plan the Government will consider more targeted measures to help re-boot those 
sectors, such as tourism, who will face particular challenges during the recovery phase when 
the economy reopens.

In regard to further information on supports for the tourism sector I have referred the Dep-
uty’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRZ06600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRZ06700582. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if her attention had been drawn to the fact that the cut-off date for certain Fáilte 
Ireland pandemic support schemes will fall at the end of March 2021; her plans to top up and 
or fund new schemes through Fáilte Ireland; and if she will address tourism sectors such as 
destination management companies and tour operators that may not be eligible for the Covid 
restrictions support scheme and/or COVID business aid scheme through her Department and or 
Fáilte Ireland. [15377/21]

24/03/2021WRZ06800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I understand that the Deputy is referring to the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme. 
The first phase closed for applications on 8th March and phase 2 will be launched shortly. The 
scheme is administered by Fáilte Ireland and I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte 
Ireland for further information on this scheme and  direct reply to the Deputy.  Please contact 
my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

The Deputy will be aware that €10m was made available under the Ireland Based Inbound 
Agents Business Continuity Scheme, to assist Republic of Ireland based Inbound Tour Opera-
tors, Destination Management Companies and Professional Conference Organisers who pack-
age, sell and distribute Ireland’s tourism product overseas and who have suffered significant 
losses as a result of COVID-19.  This scheme closed for applications on 8th December, 2020 
with all payments from the scheme completed by 29th January 2021.

The Government is committed to supporting tourism through this difficult period and to 
working towards reopening and recovery. As set out in “The Path Ahead”, the Government will 
consider more targeted measures to help reboot those sectors, such as tourism, which will face 
particular challenges during the recovery phase when the economy reopens.

24/03/2021WRAA00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRAA00300583. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 



Questions - Written Answers

330

Sport and Media if she will examine matters raised in correspondence by a person (details sup-
plied) on the impact Covid-19 is having on that person’s business; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15478/21]

24/03/2021WRAA00400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I am aware of the issues faced by the tourism and hospitality industry, including busi-
nesses such as the one to which the Deputy is referring specifically.  I understand the difficul-
ties that COVID-19-related restrictions pose for couples on their special day and the impact on 
businesses servicing weddings.  Nonetheless COVID-19 is a highly infectious disease, which 
spreads when individuals and groups come into close contact with one another, enabling the 
virus to move from one person to another.  The current public health advice is that it is too early 
to say how and when other restrictions might be eased given current uncertainties.

In line with COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery Plan 2021 – The Path Ahead, the Govern-
ment agreed that the public health restrictions will be subject to ongoing review taking account 
of the evolving epidemiological situation and available evidence in relation to vaccine deploy-
ment, uptake and effectiveness.  Government will meet in advance of 5th of April to review the 
level of restrictions. The focus of the assessment, based on the public health advice, will be on 
achieving the following before any significant easing of measures is contemplated:

1. Disease prevalence (case numbers/incidence) is brought to much lower levels that can 
be managed and controlled by public health and that the reproduction number (“R” number) is 
such that we can be confident that we can continue to suppress the disease, e.g. at or below 1.

2. Hospital and critical care occupancy are reduced to low levels to protect the health service 
and allow for the safe resumption of non-COVID-19 care.

3. Ongoing and steady progress on the vaccination programme such that the most vulner-
able are protected through vaccination.

4. Emerging information on variants of concern.

Any easing of measures should be slow and gradual with sufficient time between phases to 
assess impact and to respond if the epidemiological situation were to deteriorate.

In terms of supporting businesses through the ongoing pandemic, the Government has in-
troduced a number of horizontal measures and the July Stimulus and Budget 2021 provided a 
significant package of tax and fiscal measures to build the resilience of the economy and help 
vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors.  Supports include the COVID Restrictions 
Support Scheme (CRSS), the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) and the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (PUP), as well as ReStart grants and tax warehousing provisions.

24/03/2021WRAA00500Sports Capital Programme

24/03/2021WRAA00600584. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media when sports capital grant applicants for 2021 can expect to receive a decision on 
their applications; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15558/21]

24/03/2021WRAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme is the pri-
mary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation 
facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.
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The 2020 round of the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme closed for applications on 
Monday 1st March. By the closing date, 3,106 applications were submitted seeking over €200m 
in funding. This is the highest number of applications ever received. 

Given the large number of applications received and the detailed information contained in 
each, this assessment process is likely to take a number of months.  As soon as this process is 
complete all applicants will be informed of the outcome of the assessment of their application.

24/03/2021WRAA00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRAA00900585. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 271 of 24 February 2021, when a reply 
will issue from Fáilte Ireland. [15772/21]

24/03/2021WRAA01000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I understand that the Deputy is referring to PQ 10224/21 regarding the provision of 
supports to charter boat operators. I am informed that Fáilte Ireland has now issued a substan-
tive reply to the Deputy in respect of that PQ.

24/03/2021WRAA01100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRAA01200586. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans to allow outdoor sporting activities to resume after 5 April 2021 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15784/21]

24/03/2021WRAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): In the context of the recent publication of the COVID-19 
Resilience and Recovery Plan 2021 – The Path Ahead, the Government has agreed that the 
public health restrictions will be subject to ongoing review taking account of the evolving epi-
demiological situation and available evidence in relation to vaccine deployment, uptake and 
effectiveness. The public health advice is that it is too early to say how and when other restric-
tions should be eased given current uncertainties. Government will meet in advance of the 5th 
of April to review the level of restrictions. The focus of the assessment, based on the public 
health advice, will be on achieving the following before any significant easing of measures is 
contemplated:

1. Disease prevalence (case numbers/incidence) is brought to much lower levels that can 
be managed and controlled by public health and that the reproduction number (“R” number) is 
such that we can be confident that we can continue to suppress the disease e.g. at or below 1.

2. Hospital and critical care occupancy are reduced to low levels to protect the health service 
and allow for the safe resumption of non-COVID-19 care.

3. Ongoing and steady progress on the vaccination programme such that the most vulner-
able are protected through vaccination.

4. Emerging information on variants of concern.

Any easing of measures should be slow and gradual with sufficient time between phases 
to assess impact and to respond if the epidemiological situation was to deteriorate. It will take 
account of emerging international and national evidence and experience and with a specific fo-
cus on supporting mental health and wellbeing. The Government has agreed that the following 



Questions - Written Answers

332

areas may be considered if the situation improves sufficiently:

- Some easing of restrictions on outdoor activities and meetings beyond 1 other household.

- Consideration of extending the current 5km limit.

- Staggered start of easing of other areas of activity with a focus on outdoor activities includ-
ing sport and some areas of construction.

The Government fully recognises the positive contribution which sport makes to people’s 
physical and mental health. Minister Martin and I are continuing our engagement with Sport 
Ireland and the sporting bodies with a view to bringing proposals at the appropriate time for 
consideration by Government, in consultation with NPHET and the public health authorities.

24/03/2021WRAA01400Sports Capital Programme

24/03/2021WRAA01500587. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the details of the applications received for sports capital grants; and the value 
of the grants applied for by clubs in the Dublin city and Fingal areas. [15828/21]

24/03/2021WRAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme is the pri-
mary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation 
facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.

The 2020 round of the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme closed for applications on 
Monday 1st March. By the closing date, 3,106 applications were submitted seeking over €200m 
in funding. This is the highest number of applications ever received.  Under the Department’s 
Online Sports Capital Register (OSCAR), details are only broken down on a county basis and, 
in regard to Dublin, 458 applications were submitted seeking approx. €30m in funding.  

A list of all the organisations that made applications are published on a county basis on my De-
partment’s website at https://www.gov.ie/en/service/d13385-sports-capital-programme/#sports-
capital-programme-applications-allocations-and-payments.

24/03/2021WRAA01700Departmental Funding

24/03/2021WRAA01800588. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of an application for funding by a company (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15839/21]

24/03/2021WRAA01900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I understand that the Deputy is referring to Fáilte Ireland’s Tourism Business Conti-
nuity Scheme. The administration of the scheme is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I 
have accordingly referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply to the Deputy.  
Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRAA02000Fur Farming

24/03/2021WRAA02100589. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the financial grants or other supports provided by Údarás na Gaeltachta to fur farms 
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since 2009. [15925/21]

24/03/2021WRAA02200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I am informed by Údarás na Gaeltachta that there is cur-
rently one client company in the fur sector, Tazetta Teo, which has received support since 2009. 
The company was formed in 1992 following the amalgamation of Jet Mink Teo. and Cilfin Teo., 
which had established mink farms in the same area in Donegal in 1969.

Údarás na Gaeltachta grants to Tazetta Teo. since 2009 are outlined below.

Year Amount Description
2018 €3,560 Rent Subsidy   
2017 €3,560 Rent Subsidy   
2016 €7,090 Equipment & Training Grant   
2015 €58,149 Equipment Grants   
2014 €28,261 Equipment Grant   
2010 €26,000 Employment Grant   
2009 €10,400 Employment Grant   
Total €137,020 

24/03/2021WRAA02300Housing Issues

24/03/2021WRAA02400590. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the reason for keeping private housing construction closed while repairs to social housing 
remain open in view of the fact that all housing is essential; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14037/21]

24/03/2021WRAA02500591. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will consider opening up private housing construction due to the fact that contracts 
for sale are signed and mortgages are in place, and if they expire the sales will fall through; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14038/21]

24/03/2021WRAA02600594. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if his attention has been drawn to urgent representations made on behalf of a person 
(details supplied); the way under level 5 restrictions by which a person with a serious medical 
condition who requires construction work as a result of this condition can obtain written con-
firmation that the proposed construction work is deemed essential for health reasons; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14908/21]

24/03/2021WRAA02700653. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage if a family (details supplied) will be permitted to complete construction works in 
their house to repair the roof and rear supporting wall given that the property is currently unin-
habitable and the recent bad weather has damaged the property significantly. [14492/21]

24/03/2021WRAA02800665. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if medically necessary work for which no grant has been sought can be deemed essential 
construction during level 5 restrictions. [14673/21]

24/03/2021WRAA02900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 590, 591, 594, 653 and 665 together.

The Government announced that additional public health restrictions would apply under 
Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19 on 6 January 2021.  The additional restrictions 
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required all construction activity to cease from 6pm on Friday 8 January, with a number of ex-
ceptions. These measures are set out in The Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restric-
tions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) Regulations 2020 (as amended).  The decision on restrictions was 
taken by the Government following advice from NPHET. 

With regard to private housing development, the Regulations provide that housing and con-
struction works ongoing on 8 January could continue where the works required to render the 
property capable of occupation were scheduled for completion by 31 January 2021. The Regu-
lations also provide for the supply and delivery of essential or emergency maintenance and 
repair services to businesses and homes (including electrical, gas, oil, plumbing, glazing and 
roofing services) on an emergency call-out basis. No other private housing construction activity 
is allowed under the Regulations.

On 23 February, the Government announced that the current level 5 restrictions will remain 
in place until 5 April 2021, when the easing of restrictions relating to construction will be con-
sidered.

24/03/2021WRAA03100Departmental Correspondence

24/03/2021WRAA03200592. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will review correspondence (details supplied); if he will provide an update on same 
to the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14091/21]

24/03/2021WRAA03300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I have established a working group under an independent chair-
man, Dr. Munoo Prasad, to examine the issues which had been identified during the Review 
of the use of Peat Moss in the Horticultural Industry. It is comprised of representatives of the 
relevant Government Departments, State Bodies, Environmental Non-Governmental Organisa-
tions and of various sectors within the horticultural industry.

It is envisaged that the recommendations of the chairman will be issued to me within 6 
months of the establishment of the working group. However, an interim recommendation or 
recommendations may be issued within a shorter period.

The first meeting of the working group took place on 4 March last with another taking place 
on 18 March. I am advised that a recommendation as regards the legislative provisions in rela-
tion to horticultural peat extraction is to be prepared, with a view to submission to me after the 
next meeting of the working group, scheduled for mid-April.

24/03/2021WRAA03400Harbours and Piers

24/03/2021WRAA03500593. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the person or body responsible for the upkeep and controlling authority of Saleen Pier, 
Ballylongford, County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14647/21]

24/03/2021WRAA03600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Waterways Ireland assumed responsibility for management, 
maintenance and development principally for recreational purposes of the Shannon Navigation 
under Cl. 1. of Annex 2, Part 1 of British Irish Agreement Act, 1999 with effect from 1 April, 
2000. The “Shannon Navigation” is defined in the Shannon Navigation Act, 1990 by reference 
to an Act of the British Parliament, 2 & 3 Vict., c.61 which is the Shannon Act, 1885. The Shan-
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non Act, 1885 empowered the Commissioners of Public Works to make provision with respect 
to the maintenance of certain piers in the estuary of the River Shannon including Saleen (Bal-
lylongford ) Pier, Co. Kerry by committing the maintenance thereof to named trustees or to a 
local authority or to a harbour authority. 

The Shannon Act, 1885 was repealed in relation to any harbour authority by the Harbours 
Act, 1946.

If ownership of Saleen Pier has not yet been vested in another authority, it appears respon-
sibility for same rests with Waterways Ireland.

However, the Shannon Navigation (Extension of Limits of Navigation) Bye-laws, 1998 
fixed and determined the southern limits of the river Shannon as the upstream face of Mallow 
Street Bridge (which connects the parish of St. Nicholas with the parish of St. Michael) in the 
city of Limerick. As Waterways Ireland’s remit does not extend beyond Limerick city, the Body 
is endeavouring to identify a more appropriate authority with whom we would engage to trans-
fer ownership, subject to the required approvals.

  Question No. 594 answered with Question No. 590.

24/03/2021WRAA03800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRAA03900595. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the reason Scragh Bog, County Westmeath has been closed to visitors given that the users 
of the amenity are deeply concerned, particularly in view of the current level 5 restrictions 
regarding travel above five kilometres. [15673/21]

24/03/2021WRAA04000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of my Depart-
ment, in consultation with Coillte, closed Scragh Bog and Nature Reserve from 15th March. It 
will remain closed until further notice. 

Scragh Bog is a Special Area of Conservation and Nature Reserve of international impor-
tance and the site has been closed for Health & Safety reasons. There have been repeated issues 
with overcrowding of the car-park and of cars parking on grass verges – causing damage and 
impacting access for emergency services and obstruction for concerned residential road users, 
including access to land for agriculture use. 

Assessments into public and visitor behaviours need to be undertaken before considering 
re-opening of this site. The NPWS continues to monitor the situation.

24/03/2021WRAA04100Homeless Persons Supports

24/03/2021WRAA04200596. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if isolation units are in place in County Clare for homeless services to avail of when 
required in the case of a Covid-19 infection or suspected infection; the locations in which these 
units are situated; if they are suitable for persons with disabilities; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [16213/21]

24/03/2021WRAA04300677. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if local authority housing is being used to provide isolation facilities in relation to 
Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14868/21]
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24/03/2021WRAA04400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 596 and 677 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in 
addressing homelessness at local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision 
of emergency accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with individual 
housing authorities. This includes the provision of Covid-19 self-isolation facilities for the use 
of households in emergency accommodation.

The matters referred to are operational issues for the relevant housing authorities. How-
ever, in the context of the response to Covid-19 my Department is in regular contact with local 
authorities to ensure the availability of sufficient bed capacity to facilitate the isolation of sus-
pected cases that arise in homeless services.  I understand this can include, where it is deemed 
appropriate based on local circumstances and need, the use of local authority properties.

24/03/2021WRAA04500Approved Housing Bodies

24/03/2021WRAA04600597. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the funding provided to each approved housing body in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13868/21]

24/03/2021WRAA04700598. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the funding provided to an association (details supplied) in each of the years from 2016 to 2020 
and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13869/21]

24/03/2021WRAA04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 597 and 598 together.

There are a range of funding and delivery mechanisms available to local authorities to de-
liver social housing supports in partnership with Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs).  The fund-
ing is provided by my Department directly to local authorities, who in turn, advance the funding 
to the AHBs, as appropriate.  

The organisation detailed by the Deputy is an Approved Housing Body and receives fund-
ing from my Department, through the local authorities, under a range of capital and current 
programmes.  

The table below outlines details of funding provided over the period 2016 to end Febru-
ary 2021.  However, it should be noted that the recoupment of monies paid under the Rental 
Accommodation Scheme (RAS) are not included.  A breakdown of RAS payments by local 
authorities to individual AHBs is not held by my Department, as the managment of individual 
properties is a matter for each individual local authority, in accordance with the contractual 
arrangements entered into in respect of each property.  Additionally, in respect of homeless 
expenditure, my Department does not fund any homeless accommodation or services directly 
but provides funding to housing authorities towards the overall costs incurred in the provision 
of homeless accommodation.  Housing authorities may also incur expenditure on homeless re-
lated services outside of the funding arrangements with my Department.  Therefore, the amount 
of funding granted by housing authorities to individual homeless services is a matter for the 
relevant housing authority.  Financial reports from each of the homeless regions, setting out 
expenditure on homeless services for 2016 - 2019 are published on my Department’s website 
at the following link: 
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https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/80ea8-homelessness-data/#local-authority-regional-finan-
cial-reports

2016 €m 2017 €m 2018 €m 2019 €m 2020 €m 2021 (end 
Feb) €m

12.1 17.9 45.8 64.1 92.6 13.5

The table above includes funding provided in respect of the Capital Loan and Subsidy 
Scheme (CLSS) and it should be noted that the vast majority of funding provided to local au-
thorities under the scheme relates to the repayment of loan charges (principle and interest) to 
the Housing Finance Agency, in respect of loans advanced to the AHBs for their delivery of new 
social housing under the CLSS.  The balance of the funding provided to local authorities, and 
in turn to AHBs, is in respect of a management and maintenance allowance for the upkeep, by 
the AHBs, of the CLSS funded properties, in line with the terms of scheme.

In respect of AHB funding in 2020, the funding provided to each individual AHB is not 
readily available within my Department.  Currently there are 495 AHBs listed in the Depart-
ment’s register of AHBs. The oversight of AHBs is conducted through the Voluntary Regulation 
Code (the Code), “Building for the Future, A Voluntary Regulation Code for Approved Housing 
Bodies in Ireland” underpinned by three standards - Financial, Governance and Performance 
Standards.  The Code is overseen by an Interim Regulatory Committee supported by a Regula-
tion Office based in the Housing Agency.  In accordance with Department Circular 15/2016, 
only those AHBs that have signed up to the Code and have undergone a satisfactory assessment 
as part of the assessment process by the Regulation Office are considered eligible for funding.  
Currently 286 AHBs are signed up to the Code.

Overall, €514 million was provided by my Department to the local authorities in respect of a 
range of AHB funded schemes in 2020.  In respect of 2020 homeless expenditure, the financial 
reports for 2020 are currently being collated and will be published shortly on my Department’s 
website.

24/03/2021WRAA05000Local Authority Staff

24/03/2021WRAA05100599. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the full job description as agreed with Louth County Council in respect of the senior ex-
ecutive officers appointed to Dundalk and Drogheda; if the job roles differ between both towns; 
if further information will be provided in respect of same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13881/21]

24/03/2021WRAA05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Louth County Council sought formal sanction from my Department for two additional staff at 
Senior Executive Officer grade level in early 2020, the posts to be filled by internal competition.  
Formal sanction was communicated by my Department to the Council on 31 January 2020 on 
a three year specific purpose contract basis with recruitment confined to the local government 
sector.  

The detailed arrangements, including recruitment, expected start date(s) and the detailed 
role and functions of the posts, in line with the Council’s funding proposal to the Department, 
are a matter for Louth County Council in accordance with section 159 of the Local Government 
Act 2001 which provides that each Chief Executive is responsible for the staffing and organi-
sational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the local authority for which 
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he or she is responsible.

24/03/2021WRAA05300An Bord Pleanála

24/03/2021WRAA05400600. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if he will address concerns that a person (details supplied) is now waiting 31 weeks for the 
resolution of an appeal decision by An Bord Pleanála, in contravention of the compliance target 
set out in the performance delivery agreement between An Bord Pleanála and his Department; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13888/21]

24/03/2021WRAA05500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Dep-
uty Peter Burke): Under Section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended 
(the Act), the Minister shall not exercise any power or control in relation to any particular case 
with which a planning authority or the Board is or may be concerned.  While I can address the 
general matter of An Bord Pleanála’s case processing timelines, I cannot comment in relation to 
this specific case and this matter should be raised directly with An Bord Pleanála.

Arrangements have been put in place by all bodies under the aegis of my Department to 
facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the Oireachtas. This provides a 
speedy, efficient and cost effective system to address queries directly to the relevant bodies. The 
contact email address for An Bord Pleanála is Oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie. 

An Bord Pleanála (the Board) is the national independent statutory body with responsibility 
for the determination of planning appeals and direct applications for strategic infrastructure and 
other developments under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and certain 
other Acts.

Section 126 of the Act provides that it shall be the duty and objective of the Board to decide 
appeals as expeditiously as may be and, for that purpose, to take all such steps as are open to it 
to ensure that, insofar as is practicable, there are no avoidable delays at any stage in the deter-
mination of appeals. 

Section 126 also provides that it shall be an objective of the Board to ensure that every ap-
peal is determined within 18 weeks beginning on the date of receipt of an appeal. Where it is 
not possible or appropriate, because of the particular circumstances of an appeal, to determine 
an appeal within the 18 week period the Board is required to notify the participants in the appeal 
before the expiration of that period giving the reason for not meeting the objective target and 
specifying a date before which the Board intends to determine the appeal.  Where any case has 
exceeded the statutory objective period then the Board will have written to the parties involved 
as per these statutory requirements. In circumstances where any new date is not met the Min-
ister understands it is the practice of the Board to also notify the parties of that and the reason 
for the further delay.

The Board’s 2020 Performance Delivery Agreement with the Department reflects an overall 
target to determine 65% - 75% of all planning appeal cases within the 18 week statutory ob-
jective period and the Minister understands that 76% of all such cases disposed in 2020 were 
concluded within this 18 week target. 

It is acknowledged that a certain percentage of cases, due to particular circumstances, such 
as complexity, requests for further information from applicants for permission or further sub-
missions from other participants including third parties, will not meet the 18 week target. 

My Department has worked closely with the Board over the last few years on a range of 
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measures aimed at increasing its compliance rate with the statutory objective period, including 
the appointment of Board members and the provision of additional staff resources. I am satis-
fied with the impact these measures appear to be having. 

My Department will continue to liaise closely with the Board to ensure that it has appropri-
ate resources to maintain and improve its compliance rate, in line with its annual Performance 
Delivery Agreement targets.

24/03/2021WRAA05600Solar Energy Guidelines

24/03/2021WRAA05700601. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when draft interim planning regulations for the installation of solar rooftop panels 
will be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13904/21]

24/03/2021WRAA05800615. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the details of the review by his Department of siting and size conditions for rooftop solar 
panels on homes and the review of exemptions for educational and community buildings as 
part of the current development of interim planning regulations; the details of the stated need 
to consider environmental assessment reporting before finalisation; when the interim planning 
regulations will be submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14066/21]

24/03/2021WRAA05900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 601 and 615 together.

Under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended (the Act), all development, 
unless specifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permis-
sion.  Section 4 of the Act and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, 
as amended (the Regulations), set out various exemptions from the requirement to obtain plan-
ning permission.  Any such exemptions are subject to compliance with any general restrictions 
on exemptions set out in the Act or the Regulations and to the specific conditions set out in each 
class of exempted development in Schedule 2 of the Regulations. Included in the planning ex-
emptions set out in the Regulations are those applying to the installation of solar infrastructure 
on a variety of building types, including houses, businesses, industrial and agricultural to which 
specific conditions are attached.

As part of the Climate Action Plan 2019, my Department is currently undertaking a review 
of the solar panel exemptions, and is actively engaging with the Department of Environment, 
Climate and Communications as well as other key stakeholders, with a view to finalising a pro-
posal for draft amending Regulations to reflect, inter alia, technical developments in the sector. 
One of the key considerations of the review is to ensure that solar panels can be erected - subject 
to certain siting and size conditions - without the need to obtain planning permission, thereby 
facilitating more widespread generation of renewable energy for self-consumption. Also in-
cluded in this review are solar panel exemptions for educational and community buildings.

The main outstanding issue that remains to be addressed in the current review is the poten-
tial for “glint and glare” impacts for aircraft and the need to ensure that they do not result in any 
real or potential threat to aviation safety. Accordingly, my Department is presently engaging 
with the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications as well as the Irish Avia-
tion Authority, in order to find a safe and workable solution in relation to this particular aspect 
of the review. The Department has begun the tendering process for this project, which will in-
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volve the development of aviation safeguarding maps for each airport/aerodrome in the country, 
and has received feedback from potential tenderers estimating a timeline of up to 9 months for 
its completion. As such, these maps, which are a fundamental aspect of any amendments to the 
exemptions, are expected to be finalised in Q3 2021.

In recognition of the length of time that it is expected to take to complete the aviation safe-
guarding maps, my Department has decided to adopt an interim measure which would allow 
revised regulations to be introduced prior to the completion of these maps, but with defined 
exclusion zones around airports and aerodromes for solar installations. My Department is con-
sulting with the Irish Aviation Authority on this matter, and is working towards the development 
of draft regulations in this regard, the precise details of which have yet to be finalised. 

As required under planning legislation, any such proposed exempted development regu-
lations must be laid in draft form before the Houses of the Oireachtas and receive a positive 
resolution from both Houses before they can be made. The draft regulations will also be subject 
to screening under the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive 2001/42/EC to 
determine whether they are likely to have significant environmental effects. If there are signifi-
cant effects, the undertaking of an SEA will be required, which will include public consultation.

The process for finalising the interim solar panel planning exemptions as referred to above, 
with exclusion zones around airports and aerodromes, is now expected to be completed early 
in Q2 2021. These interim regulations will allow for the vast majority of the country to be 
covered by the solar panel exemptions apart from those areas in close proximity to airports and 
aerodromes.

The overall process for updating the solar panel planning exemptions to include the com-
pleted aviation safeguarding maps for airports and aerodromes is still expected to be completed 
by Q4 2021.

24/03/2021WRAA06000Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

24/03/2021WRAA06100602. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if a copy will be provided of the matrix and scoring system used to assess applications to his 
Department for funding under the latest round of the urban regeneration and development fund; 
if a copy will be provided of the matrix for the Drogheda northern port access route application; 
the way it was scored and assessed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13911/21]

24/03/2021WRAA06200610. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if the marking scheme and assessments made by his Department will be published on the 
application by Louth County Council for funding for the Drogheda urban regeneration project; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14022/21]

24/03/2021WRAA06300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 602 and 610 together.

The second call for proposals under the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund was 
launched in January 2020.  A copy of the circular setting out the objectives of the Fund to-
gether with the application form and assessment criteria have been available on my Depart-
ments website since then, and can be found at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/908737-how-to-apply-for-the-urban-regeneration-and-development-fund/

A copy of the detailed assessment of the unsuccessful proposal for the Port Access North-
ern Cross Route has been provided to the applicant, Louth County Council.  My officials are 
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available to engage with Council officials to provide any feedback/information required on the 
assessment of this proposal.

24/03/2021WRAA06400Wind Energy Guidelines

24/03/2021WRAA06500603. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the upcoming marine planning and development management Bill will stipulate a 
minimum distance that offshore windfarms have to be located away from the coastline; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [13940/21]

24/03/2021WRAA06600606. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the new marine planning and development management Bill will include a mini-
mum distance from the coast for offshore windfarms; if not, if this will be dealt with by way of 
regulation; if so, if his Department or the Department of Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations has responsibility for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13976/21]

24/03/2021WRAA06700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 603 and 606 together.

My Department is currently focused on updating the legislation underpinning marine plan-
ning decision making, giving cross-government priority to the drafting of the Marine Area 
Planning (MAP) Bill (formerly the Marine Planning and Development Bill). The MAP Bill 
seeks to establish in law a new regime for the maritime area which will replace existing State 
and development consent regimes, making the system straight-forward for applicants while 
retaining a strong emphasis on environmental assessment and public participation.

The MAP Bill will provide for an improved, centrally-led and planned approach to devel-
opment of Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) in Ireland’s maritime area in future. With re-
gards to the location of ORE projects or proposals, the forthcoming National Marine Planning 
Framework (NMPF) will not set out spatial designations for future activities, including ORE. 
Arrangements are being made at present to include provisions in the Maritime Area Planning 
Bill to provide for a system of detailed forward planning, including spatial designations, for 
specified areas. In this way the Bill in itself does not set out a minimum distance offshore wind-
farms have to be located away from the coastline, rather it sets out the process through which 
decisions for site designation will be made.

With regards to the planning of ORE, the published Programme for Government has com-
mitted to achieving 5GW capacity in offshore wind by 2030 off Ireland’s Eastern and Southern 
coasts. In addition the Programme for Government commits to production of a longer term plan 
setting out how we will harness the potential of at least 30GW of offshore floating wind power 
in our deeper waters in the Atlantic. This level of ambition and pace of development is vital to 
achieve reliable supply of safe, secure and clean energy to facilitate the increased electrification 
of heat and transport. My Department also recognises that this must be planned and delivered 
in a way that protects the marine environment. 

My Department, working with the Department of the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications and other stakeholders, will develop statutory marine planning guidelines to support 
best practice throughout the planning process for offshore renewable energy, including the de-
velopment of a specific visualisation assessment in relation to design and layout of proposed 
developments. These guidelines will, inter alia, provide that where a development consent is 
applied for in an area already subject to permission, proposals must include a visualisation as-
sessment to inform design and layout. Visualisation assessments must demonstrate consultation 
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with communities that may be able to view any future ORE development at a given site with 
the aim of minimising impact. 

Visualisation assessments will be informed by specific emerging guidance but in absence of 
this, should include elements identified in related policy and good practice. The NMPF policy 
on Seascape and Landscape outlined on Page 81 of the draft NMPF provides further affirma-
tion that impacts on Seascape and Landscape of any proposed marine development must be 
considered. This states:

‘’Proposals should demonstrate how the impacts of a development on the seascape and 
landscape of an area have been considered. The proposal will only be supported if they 
demonstrate that they will, in order of preference: (a) avoid, (b) minimise, or (c) mitigate 
significant adverse impacts on the seascape and landscape of the area. If it is not possible 
to mitigate significant adverse impacts, the public benefits for proceeding with the pro-
posal that outweigh significant adverse impacts on the seascape and landscape of the area 
and its significance must be demonstrated.’’

To further specifically address visual impacts in relation to ORE, ORE Policy 9 of the draft 
NMPF states:

‘’A permission for ORE must be informed by inclusion of a visualisation assessment 
that supports conditions on any development in relation to design and layout. Where a de-
velopment consent is applied for in an area already subject to permission, proposals must 
include a visualisation assessment to inform design and layout’’

In relation to the wider importance of our Seascapes, the Marine Institute has recently pub-
lished the draft Seascape Character Assessment for Ireland, which remained open for consul-
tation until Friday, October 30th 2020.  The public feedback gathered by my Department will 
inform Ireland’s Seascape Character Assessment Report, which is a key technical study for 
Ireland’s National Marine Planning Framework, and provide a baseline to better inform the 
planning and management of our seascapes.  In turn, the Seascape Character Assessment Re-
port will also inform the emerging Marine Planning guidance, which will be issued to ORE 
developers in due course.

24/03/2021WRAA06800Rights of Way

24/03/2021WRAA06900604. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the process by which local authorities and community groups can register right of way ar-
eas by the deadline of 30 November 2021; if he will provide funding for the legal costs that will 
occur from such acquisitions; if he will allow for a two year extension to take into consideration 
the effects of tourism on the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13955/21]

24/03/2021WRAA07000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There appears to be a misapprehension regarding the dates for registering rights of ways ac-
quired by prescription on foot of amendments made by Parts 12 and 13 of the Civil Law (Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 to the provisions relating to acquisition of easements and prof-
its by prescription contained in Part 8 of the Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009.  

I understand from the Property Registration Authority (PRA) that the following is the posi-
tion: 

1.  The extension of the transitional period originally prescribed by Section 38(b) of the 
2009 Act (3 years) by the aforementioned 2011 Act (extending the period to 12 years) relates 
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simply to the period when a claim to a prescriptive right can be made by reliance on the ‘old’ 
law replaced by the 2009 Act.  From 2021, reliance must be made on the ‘new’ law introduced 
by the 2009 Act; in particular, reliance must be made on the new single and shorter period of 12 
years.  There is no question of a cut-off point occurring in 2021 when a claim to a prescriptive 
right can no longer be made.  All that changes in 2021 is the basis on which the prescriptive 
right can be claimed.

2.  The new procedure for registration of a prescriptive right introduced by Section 41 of the 
2011 Act is not subject to a time limit.  It is a permanent procedure and, in particular, does not 
cease to be available in 2021.  The only change which occurs in 2021 is the basis on which an 
application must be made to the PRA.  As pointed out in (1) above, from 2021, the application 
will have to be grounded on the ‘new’ law introduced by the 2009 Act and reliance on the ‘old’ 
law repealed by that Act will cease to be possible.

This procedure is only for easements (including rights of way) acquired by prescription.  If 
all parties agree to the registration of an easement, an application should be made by lodging 
the appropriate Deed of Grant.

Finally, a Practice Direction Easements and Profits à Prendre Acquired by Prescription un-
der Section 49A is available on the PRA’s website (www.prai.ie) that covers the process relating 
to the registration of prescriptive easements.

24/03/2021WRAA07100Water Services

24/03/2021WRAA07200605. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the water sector; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13974/21]

24/03/2021WRAA07300726. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to honour the commitment made by his predecessor that the framework for future 
delivery of public water services would be arrived at by agreement; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15703/21]

24/03/2021WRAA07400727. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if local authority staff will retain their public services status, security and terms and conditions 
if they are transferred to Irish Water; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15704/21]

24/03/2021WRAA07500728. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to ensure the retention of the public service status, security and terms and condi-
tions of local authority staff if they are transferred to Irish Water; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15705/21]

24/03/2021WRAA07600729. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to ensure that local authority staff are not transferred to Irish Water without an 
agreed replacement to their current service level agreement which is accepted by the local 
authority staff and the unions representing them; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15706/21]

24/03/2021WRAA07700733. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his views on using section 19 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013, which his predeces-
sor decided not to invoke; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15926/21]

24/03/2021WRAA07800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
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propose to take Questions Nos. 605, 726 to 729, inclusive, and 733 together.

The Programme for Government provides that the Government will retain Irish Water in 
public ownership as a national, standalone, regulated utility.

The realisation of this commitment will complete the broad policy and legislative reforms 
which have seen the public water system embark on a journey of transformation, from a struc-
ture based on locally-organised water services authorities, towards a single, national, water 
utility.  This has been a complex and challenging process for key stakeholders, notably the 
workers, who include approximately 3,200 local authority water services staff who are subject 
to service level agreement arrangements with Irish Water as well as a smaller number of staff 
employed directly by Irish Water and Ervia, together with their trade union representatives, the 
local government sector, and Ervia/Irish Water.

In keeping with the Programme for Government commitment, the Government recently 
approved a Policy Paper entitled Irish Water - Towards a national, publicly-owned, regulated 
water services utility which is now available on my Department’s website at https://www.gov.
ie/en/publication/06326-water-sector-transformation-policy-paper/. The Policy Paper sets out 
the Government’s expectations and views in relation to the next phase of the Water Sector 
Transformation Programme, including those matters raised in the questions. 

By setting out its views and expectations in this way, the Government is enabling stakehold-
ers to engage meaningfully in the change process which will give them the strongest possible 
say in determining their own future working arrangements.  I have written to the Workplace 
Relations Commission on 3 March 2021 asking them to contact the parties to arrange to re-
commence engagement on a Framework for the future delivery of water services.  The Govern-
ment believes it will be possible to reach a collective agreement which addresses the interests 
and concerns of all parties.

  Question No. 606 answered with Question No. 603.

24/03/2021WRAA08000Housing Assistance Payment

24/03/2021WRAA08100607. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if local authorities are permitted to block intercounty housing assistance payment applications 
as in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14000/21]

24/03/2021WRAA08200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme, tenants source their own accommoda-
tion in the private rented market. The accommodation sourced by tenants should be within the 
prescribed maximum HAP rent limits, which are based on household size and the rental market 
within the area concerned.

Guidelines on inter authority movement were issued to local authorities to facilitate the 
movement of HAP households from one local authority area to another in cases where a HAP 
tenant wishes to access rented accommodation, with HAP support, in another local authority 
area. Inter authority movement is, however, subject to certain conditions, such as the relevant 
Social Housing Income Eligibility Bands and confirmation that the applicant’s income is below 
the threshold in the new local authority. 

Given that such flexibility facilitates better utilisation of all private rental stock for social 
housing purposes and supports the maximum activation potential of HAP households by re-
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moving geographical barriers to employment, all local authorities have been requested to give 
appropriate consideration to these requests. It is the responsibility of the local authority to make 
a decision in each individual case.

24/03/2021WRBB00200Building Regulations Qualifications

24/03/2021WRBB00300608. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the reason registered quantity surveyors are still being required to provide qualifications 
beyond that intended by the Building Control Act 2007; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14007/21]

24/03/2021WRBB00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Building Control Act 2007 provides for the registration of quantity surveyors. Part 4 of the 
Act establishes the Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland (SCSI) as the registration body for 
quantity surveyors.  Assessment for registration is the responsibility of the SCSI and is a matter 
for that body. 

Section 29(2)(a) of the Building Control Act 2007 sets out the qualifications required for 
admission to the register and empowers the Minister to prescribe further educational bodies and 
degrees, diplomas or qualifications that will allow admission to the register.

The SCSI, as the designated registration body for Surveyors under the Act, has put in place 
an accreditation process whereby educational bodies may seek to have courses prescribed for 
the purposes of the Building Control Act 2007.

Sections 29 (4) and (5) of the Act require the Minister to consult with Quality Qualifications 
Ireland (formerly the National Qualification Authority of Ireland) for the purposes of satisfying 
himself or herself that the course provided by the body leading to the qualification provides the 
requisite instruction in the various elements of the discipline of quantity surveying.

This process as set out in the Building Control Act is followed for the prescription of all 
qualifications to allow entry to the register. 

Section 39 of the Act provides that a person adversely affected by a decision of the Admis-
sions Board or Technical Assessment Board may appeal to the Appeals Board.

24/03/2021WRBB00500Home Loan Scheme

24/03/2021WRBB00600609. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the reason the Rebuilding Ireland home loan is excluding persons whose divorces have not 
been finalised. [14018/21]

24/03/2021WRBB00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme enables credit-worthy first-time buyers to access 
sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price 
range, where they cannot obtain sufficient mortgage finance from a commercial lender. 

As with the previous local authority loan offerings, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is 
available to first-time buyers only. This is set out in the regulations governing the Scheme and 
ensures the effective targeting of limited resources.

Applicants who are separated or divorced may be treated as first-time buyers, in accordance 
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with the regulations, if they meet certain conditions, including: 

- they are separated or divorced under a court order or by a separation agreement;

- the property being purchased is the first property since leaving the family home;

- they have left the family home and retain no interest in it; or

- the other party has remained in the family home.

In meeting the conditions as set out above, in particular that the other party has remained in 
the family home and that the potential applicant has relinquished any rights they had over that 
property, no financial gain should have been made by the potential applicant in exchange for 
relinquishing their rights to the property in this manner. Were the individual to have made a fi-
nancial gain in releasing their rights to the property, such as being bought out by the other party 
who remains resident in it, they would be deemed to have been compensated for their interest 
in the property, and therefore not be eligible as a first-time buyer.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its credit 
committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.

  Question No. 610 answered with Question No. 602.

24/03/2021WRBB00900Social and Affordable Housing

24/03/2021WRBB01000611. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the criteria and methodology used to determine the seven proposed price caps for the 
shared equity loan scheme. [14042/21]

24/03/2021WRBB01100612. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the research used by his officials in the design of the shared equity loan scheme; and if he 
will publish the research. [14043/21]

24/03/2021WRBB01200613. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his Department conducted an impact analysis of the proposed shared equity loan scheme 
on house and apartment prices; and if he will publish such research. [14044/21]

24/03/2021WRBB01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 611 to 613, inclusive, together.

‘Our Shared Future’, the Programme for Government, commits to putting affordability at 
the heart of the housing system. The €75 allocation in Budget 2021 for the Affordable Pur-
chase Shared Equity Scheme is one measure to deliver on this commitment, with the three-fold 
objectives of (1) improving access and affordability of new homes for First Time Buyers (2) 
stimulating an increase in supply by improving confidence as to the viability of future housing 
developments to meet increased realisable demand, and (3) supporting economic recovery from 
COVID-19 by encouraging employment in the residential construction and related sectors.

Designing the scheme has involved an analysis of similar international schemes internation-
ally and engagement with a broad range of stakeholders.  As a matter of course, full consider-
ation has been given to the potential benefits and risks of the measure taking on board feedback 
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from a broad range of interested stakeholders and commentators. The final scheme design will 
seek to maximise the benefits in terms of affordability and supply while mitigating potential 
risks in terms of economic deadweight and house price inflation.

Work on the detailed design of the proposed scheme is ongoing and at an advanced stage.  
The Scheme is being designed to incentivise first time buyer new build homes in key locations. 
In terms of price caps, considerations will include seeking to balance a range of issues includ-
ing the cost of delivering homes, the accessibility of the scheme for potential purchasers and 
mitigating potential inflationary effects. 

My Department has been supported by the Department of Finance, the Housing Agency, and 
other Government partners and key stakeholders in the development of this scheme. Based on 
our engagements, I am confident that the detailed design of the proposed scheme, can mitigate 
potential risks while supporting first time buyers to buy a new home much sooner than would 
otherwise be the case and in so doing will encourage additional supply to meet this demand.

24/03/2021WRBB01600Housing Provision

24/03/2021WRBB01700614. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of affordable homes to purchase funded via the serviced sites fund that he 
expects to be completed in each of the years 2021 to 2025; and the indicative prices for these 
properties exclusive of the service sites fund contribution. [14045/21]

24/03/2021WRBB01800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): To 
date, my Department has issued two formal Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) calls for proposals to 
local authorities. Funding of almost €188 million has been approved in principle in support of 
38 infrastructure projects in 14 local authority areas, which will assist in the delivery of almost 
4,000 more affordable homes.  Under proposals as they stand, approximately 3,300 of these 
homes will be affordable purchase and the remainder will be Cost Rental.

 Details of 35 SSF projects which received approval in principle under the two SSF calls are 
available on the Rebuilding Ireland’s website as follows;

 Call 1 https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-local-
authority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-serviced-sites-fund/  

 Call 2 https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-
support-delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/  

In addition to these projects, approval in principle has also been given to three further ap-
plications for SSF funding, namely, Dublin City Council’s projects in Emmet Road and Os-
car Traynor Road and Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council’s project in Shanganagh. It 
should be noted that SSF Approval in Principle is granted to local authority applications to 
fund facilitating infrastructure to allow the delivery of more affordable homes on its sites.  In 
the main, following the Department’s approval in principle to grant fund these projects at the 
initial concept stage, local authorities then begin the process of detailed design, local consulta-
tion, the planning process and procurement. Thereafter, the nature and scale of the projects will 
generally evolve.  This will invariably lead to updates in areas for example in the infrastructure 
specification, the SSF funding made available, the final number and type of homes that will 
be developed and the schedule for delivery.  The majority of SSF projects are currently in this 
process.

 As the Deputy will appreciate, the current Covid pandemic is impacting on the projected 
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timelines for local authorities, due to the closure of the construction sector.  

Given that in the majority of cases the detailed design, planning and construction procure-
ment processes have yet to be completed and as the open market value of homes cannot be 
ascertained until the homes are made available at the time of sale, it is not possible to confirm 
the ultimate final cost reduction or selling price in a future housing market.   However, based 
on indicative purchase prices provided by Fingal County Council for one of the first SSF proj-
ects which will deliver affordable purchase homes in Dun Emer, Lusk, the homes will be in the 
range of €166,000 for a two bed apartment and between €206,000 and €258,000 for a range of 
3 bed duplexes, terraced and semi-detached houses.

  Question No. 615 answered with Question No. 601.

24/03/2021WRBB02000Vacant Sites

24/03/2021WRBB02100616. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the number of sites in each county in which planning permission has been granted for each 
year since 2018, in tabular form; the number of sites assessed under the vacant site levy in each 
county since 2018; the number and percentage of local authorities with a live register with listed 
sites with assigned market valuations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14073/21]

24/03/2021WRBB02200697. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he is in receipt of a list of vacant buildings and sites in each local authority area; and if 
he will publish same, in tabular form. [15262/21]

24/03/2021WRBB02300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 616 and 697 together.

Planning statistics are compiled by each planning authority on an annual basis for collation 
and publication on my Department’s website, at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6e88b-planning-statistics/

In addition, the Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistical office, compiles 
and makes available detailed data on a number of planning related issues including permissions 
granted and completions by development type and county.  Data is available at the following 
link on the CSO website: https://www.cso.ie/en/statistics/construction/planningpermissions/.

In relation to the vacant site levy, under the provisions of the Urban Regeneration and 
Housing Act 2015, planning authorities were empowered to apply a vacant site levy of 3% of 
the market valuation of relevant properties which were listed on local authority vacant site reg-
isters in 2018, which relevant owners were liable to pay in January 2019. The rate of the levy 
increased to 7% for sites listed on local authority vacant sites register from 2019 onwards which 
site owners became liable to pay in January 2020.

My Department does not maintain a central register of vacant sites as each local authority 
administers the vacant site levy in respect of their functional area; this includes site assessment, 
assignment of market valuation and maintaining a register. As provided for under the Act, the 
register in respect of each local authority is available for inspection at its offices and online on 
its website.

24/03/2021WRBB02400Private Rented Accommodation
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24/03/2021WRBB02500617. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage if he will consider providing legislation to prevent landlords or letting agents 
charging tenants for references, as is in place in the UK; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14158/21]

24/03/2021WRBB02600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government - ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to improve the security of ten-
ure for tenants, through legislating for tenancies of indefinite duration, increasing Residential 
Tenancies Board enforcement and examining incentives for long-term leasing. 

Proposals for further amendments to the Residential Tenancies Acts are currently being 
developed, for inclusion in the General Scheme of the Housing and Residential Tenancies Bill 
which is expected to be submitted for Government approval in the coming months for approval 
to proceed to legal drafting. It is expected that the Bill will be enacted by the end of 2021. The 
matter raised will be  considered in this context.

The Property Services Regulatory Authority was established under the Property Services 
(Regulation) Act 2011, which falls within the remit of the Department of Justice.  This Author-
ity is responsible for the control and supervision of the providers of property services (including 
letting agents), and is empowered to cause any complaints against those providers to be inves-
tigated and to adjudicate on any such complaints.

24/03/2021WRBB02700Heritage Sites

24/03/2021WRBB02800618. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the funding available from his Department through appropriate schemes to assist with 
a building (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14160/21]

24/03/2021WRBB02900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): As advised in my reply to Parliamentary Questions No. 97 and 
100 of 4 March 2021, my Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage 
buildings and historic structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, adminis-
tered by the local authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the 
Historic Structures Fund (HSF). Last year some 450 heritage projects across every county in 
the country were allocated funding from a combined sum of over €4.3m under these schemes 
and an extra €1m in funding was secured for built heritage projects under the July Jobs Stimulus 
Package 2020, which aimed to offset some of the effects of Covid-19. 

The BHIS and HSF for 2021 were launched in November 2020, with a combined allocation 
of €6m, an increase of nearly 40%. The deadline for receipt of applications closed on Friday 12 
March 2021 and I will shortly be announcing details of projects to be funded, as public health 
restrictions allow, under both schemes. Details of the projects will be published on my Depart-
ment’s website and on local authority websites. While applications for the current year have 
closed, funding of further projects may be considered in the event of additional finance being 
secured. 

In the context of a particular building or historic structure, the best advice is generally to 
contact the Heritage Officer or Architectural Conservation Officer in the local authority who is 
well placed to advise on the various types of funding available to assist with renovation.
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24/03/2021WRBB03000Local Authority Housing

24/03/2021WRBB03100619. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the work carried out by his Department regarding the implementation of a national differential 
rent scheme for local authorities; when the scheme is likely to be rolled out; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14171/21]

24/03/2021WRBB03200703. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the position regarding the progress that has been made on the national differential rent 
scheme; the proposed criteria for reckonable income within local authority areas; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15307/21]

24/03/2021WRBB03300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 619 and 703 together.

The Programme for Government commits to bringing forward a package of social housing 
reforms, which includes standardising the differential rents regime across the country to ensure 
fairness.  Work on the review of the current rent schemes has been ongoing and I have asked 
my Department to prepare recommendations regarding the potential for a standardised local 
authority rents system, including a standard set of income disregards, which I will consider in 
due course as part of a package of social housing reforms. 

24/03/2021WRBB03400Local Authority Housing

24/03/2021WRBB03500620. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if departmental guidelines permit Wicklow local authorities to operate two separate differential 
rent schemes in one local authority area; if other local authorities are operating similar schemes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14172/21]

24/03/2021WRBB03600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The right of local authorities to set and collect rents on their dwellings is laid down in section 
58 of the Housing Act 1966.  The making or amending of such schemes is an executive function 
and is subject to broad principles set out by the Department, including that rent levels should be 
based on income and reflect tenants’ ability to pay.

Some local authorities retained the separate differential rent schemes operated by Town 
Councils after the abolition of Town Councils under the Local Government Reform Act 2014.  
Most of these schemes have been phased out by the local authorities in the interim period, with 
the sole exception of the separate scheme operated by Wicklow County Council in respect of 
the former Bray Town Council area.

24/03/2021WRBB03700Care of the Elderly

24/03/2021WRBB03800621. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if funding is available and if he plans to introduce a scheme similar to the fair deal 
scheme that would provide financial assistance to the elderly who wish to remain living in their 
own homes or with family rather than go into full-time care (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14173/21]

24/03/2021WRBB03900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There are a number of key principles underpinning Government policy on housing for older 
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people. These include putting in place measures to ensure that sustainable housing is provided 
in the right location to enable people to age in the community; to design housing and the envi-
ronment in accordance with the principles of sustainable lifetime housing; to promote the use 
of assistive technology and provide grant assistance to support people to live independently; 
to give adequate consideration to the need for social connectedness in devising policy; and to 
work collaboratively with all stakeholders to achieve the policy objectives. 

The objective of enabling older persons to remain in their own homes is being assisted 
through my Department’s funding to local authorities under the Housing Adaptation Grants for 
Older People and People with a Disability which assists people in private houses to make their 
accommodation more suitable for their needs.  The suite of grants includes the Housing Adapta-
tion Grant for People with a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant and the Housing Aid for Older 
People, which are 80% funded by the Department, with a 20% contribution from the resources 
of each local authority.

In addition to the above, funding is also provided from my Department for adaptations and 
extensions to existing social housing stock to meet the specific needs of the local authority ten-
ants with a 10% contribution required from the local authority. 

The detailed administration of these schemes, including the application, assessment, ap-
proval and payment of grants to applicants under the various measures, is the responsibility of 
the relevant local authority.

My Department, in conjunction with the Department of Health, is currently implementing 
the 40 actions recommended for implementation under the Housing Options for our Ageing 
Population Joint Policy Statement, including supporting housing/housing with care so that old-
er people have a wider range of housing options and choices available to them.  An Implementa-
tion Group with an independent Chair is overseeing the development of the policy framework 
and has published two progress reports to date. 

I have no plans to introduce a scheme similar to the Fair Deal to assist older persons to re-
main in their own homes.

24/03/2021WRBB04000Social and Affordable Housing

24/03/2021WRBB04100622. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the breakdown of the 5,073 new build social houses delivered in 2020 by category (details 
supplied). [14202/21]

24/03/2021WRBB04200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on a quarterly basis on 
social housing delivery activity. The data is available to the end of Quarter 4 2020.  This data is 
published on the statistics page of my Department’s website, at the following link: https://www.
gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/

In addition to the statistical overview of activity in each local authority, the Social Hous-
ing Construction Status Report is published each quarter which provides scheme level detail 
on new build activity in each local authority. The most recent publication covers the period up 
to the end of Q4 2020 and is available at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
minister-obrien-publishes-2020-social-housing-statistics/  

An excel version of this file can be downloaded at the following link and may be used for 
various analysis in terms of stage of activity, location, quarter of completion, number of homes 
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etc. Available at:  https://data.gov.ie/dataset/social-housing-construction-status-report-q4-2020  

 The table below sets out a breakdown of the 5,073 new build social houses delivered in 
each local authority in 2020.

LA SHIP Con Regen SHIP TK CALF 
Con

CALF TK CAS Con CAS TK PPP LA Part V LA Part V 
Lease

AHB 
Part V 

Totals

Carlow 28 0 22 0 48 0 6 0 0 0 0 104

Cavan 2 0 9 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 23

Clare 30 0 4 0 28 15 0 0 0 0 9 86

Cork City 9 24 43 0 129 45 0 0 33 0 12 295

Cork 
County 

50 0 191 86 112 0 0 0 13 0 14 466

DLR 0 0 0 11 7 0 0 0 20 0 18 56

Donegal 6 0 43 0 0 10 14 0 2 0 0 75

Dublin 
City

0 54 0 21 88 0 5 70 6 12 63 319

Fingal 24 0 22 0 170 0 0 0 14 0 83 313

Galway 
City 

78 0 21 0 98 0 0 0 0 0 1 198

Galway 
Co

8 0 50 0 20 22 0 0 15 0 0 115

Kerry 30 0 8 0 163 4 0 0 7 1 18 231

Kildare 12 0 114 0 121 0 0 74 41 0 9 371

Kilkenny 59 0 4 0 28 0 0 0 4 0 0 95

Laois 8 0 13 0 85 0 0 0 6 0 10 122

Leitrim 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8

Limerick 17 0 2 0 64 0 4 0 20 0 0 107

Longford 0 0 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 45

Louth 7 0 131 2 54 0 0 80 6 0 5 285

Mayo 61 0 14 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 77

Meath 68 0 30 0 127 0 0 0 53 0 35 313

Monaghan 6 0 38 0 11 0 0 0 4 0 0 59

Offaly 14 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 17

Roscom-
mon

14 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16

Sligo 28 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 36

South 
Dublin

0 0 0 0 152 4 0 109 38 3 67 373

Tipperary 35 0 21 0 42 0 8 0 5 0 0 111

Waterford 26 0 44 0 69 9 0 0 9 0 0 157

West-
meath

33 0 8 0 46 0 0 0 3 0 5 95

Wexford 18 0 29 0 92 0 0 0 38 0 5 182

Wicklow 163 0 16 0 59 0 2 51 15 0 17 323

Totals 834 78 934 120 1825 117 39 384 355 16 371 5073

24/03/2021WRBB04300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRBB04400623. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of social housing applications made to each relevant housing authority from 
April 2020 to date that were refused due to the fact the applicant was in receipt of the pandemic 
unemployment payment in tabular form. [14252/21]

24/03/2021WRBB04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department does not hold the information as requested by the Deputy with respect to the 
number of social housing applicants that were refused due to being in receipt of pandemic un-
employment payment.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
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laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas.

In relation to the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Circular 38/2020 regarding 
the treatment of the Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) when assessing and/
or reviewing income eligibility for social housing support, was issued to local authorities in 
December 2020. The Circular advises that the PUP payment should be considered as temporary 
in the overall context of an applicant household’s income.

Decisions on the qualification of specific persons for social housing support and the alloca-
tion of that support are a matter solely for the local authority concerned.

24/03/2021WRBB04600Local Authority Housing

24/03/2021WRBB04700624. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the consideration that has been given outside of the energy efficiency programme for 
2021 for the retrofitting of local authority housing; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14253/21]

24/03/2021WRBB04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Responsibility for the management and maintenance of the local authority housing stock rests 
with each local authority under section 58 of the Housing Act 1966. My Department does how-
ever provide funding support to local authorities to assist with management and maintenance 
of their stock under a number of funding programmes, which includes the Energy Retrofit Pro-
gramme.

The 2021 Energy Efficiency Retrofit Programme is a newly revised Retrofit Programme and 
this is the first year of a ten year programme that is expected to grow to meet the Programme 
for Government retrofit commitment that calls for the ‘retrofit’ of 500,000 homes by 2030, of 
which, approximately 36,500 are expected to be local authority owned homes.

€65 million was made available in this year’s Budget for the Energy Retrofit Programme, 
€20m of which was allocated under the Midlands Retrofit Programme, leaving a balance of 
€45m available for allocation under the 2021 Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme.

I launched this new programme last month with an initial allocation of €35 million in fund-
ing for the retrofitting of 1,293 homes.  The balance of €10m will be available for allocation to 
local authorities that submit a work programme for 2021 that demonstrates that they are in a 
position to complete additional works, meet their targets and spend their full allocation in 2021.

24/03/2021WRBB04900Private Rented Accommodation

24/03/2021WRBB05000625. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of properties to date per rent pressure zone in County Louth that have been 
identified as potentially in breach of short-term lettings regulations; the number that have been 
subject to inspection; and the number of short-term letting change of use planning applications 
received. [14227/21]
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24/03/2021WRBB05100626. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of properties to date per rent pressure zone in County Louth that have 
been issued with warning letters in respect of a breach of the short-term letting regulations. 
[14228/21]

24/03/2021WRBB05200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 625 and 626 together.

While my Department does not require local authorities to submit data on the implementa-
tion and enforcement of the Short-Term Letting Regulations at individual Rent Pressure Zone 
level, it regularly requests such data at local authority level. 

The information provided below is taken from the quarterly reports submitted by Louth 
County Council to date.

Quarter No. of properties 
identified as poten-
tially in breach of 
STL regulations*

No. of site inspec-
tions that have 
taken place

No. of change  of 
use planning appli-
cations received

No. of warning let-
ters issued

up to end Q2   2020 231 4 1 36
Q3 2020 243 1 0 8
Q4 2020 219 1 2 1

*Not cumulative 6 3 45

My Department proposes to issue a further request to all relevant local authorities in the 
coming weeks for updated data in respect of Q1 2021.

24/03/2021WRBB05400Local Authority Housing

24/03/2021WRBB05500627. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the reason his Department has not signed off on a request from Donegal County 
Council that it be permitted to purchase the property in an area (details supplied) to house a 
family on the housing list; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Donegal County Coun-
cil has built or acquired less public or council homes in the past 11 years than in just 2002; and 
his views on whether delays such as this are unacceptable in such circumstances. [14235/21]

24/03/2021WRBB05600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department did not receive a request from Donegal County Council regarding the acquisi-
tion of the property to which the Deputy refers.  However, I understand from the Council that 
they have put in place a long term housing solution for the tenants concerned.  

The delivery of housing supports is a key priority of Government and this is reflected in 
the Programme for Government commitment to increase the social housing stock nationally by 
more than 50,000, with a key emphasis on delivering new build homes. We are ambitious to 
ramp up the delivery at local authority level and we are committed to developing housing on 
public land.

Comprehensive programme level statistics are published by my Department on a quarterly 
basis on all social housing delivery activity, including year-on-year details of both build and 
acquisition delivery. This is published on the statistics page of my Department’s website, at the 
following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/  .

To provide transparency on the new social housing construction projects being advanced, 
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my Department publishes a Social Housing Construction Status Report each quarter with de-
tails of all social housing developments completed or under construction in each local authority 
area. The report for 2020 is available at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
minister-obrien-publishes-2020-social-housing-statistics/

These quarterly reports provide details of the social housing construction schemes com-
pleted and those in the pipeline for County Donegal.

The Government will be publishing a new housing strategy this year, which will set out de-
tails of social housing delivery out to 2025, including social housing targets for 2022 onwards. 
While Donegal County Council already has a social housing construction programme in train, 
I am keen that they are proactive in adding to this pipeline and in advancing their existing 
projects as speedily as possible. The quarterly publication of the Social Housing Construction 
Status Report can also give Councillors and public representatives the opportunity to work with 
the local authority officials to press the advancement of these social housing delivery projects.

24/03/2021WRBB05700Homeless Persons Supports

24/03/2021WRBB05800628. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will publish the service level agreement between his Department and Dublin 
City Council for the provision of homeless services; if he will publish the statutory documents 
certifying that the public money granted was used in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of the grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14260/21]

24/03/2021WRBB05900629. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will review the procurement of homeless services contained in the service level 
agreement between his Department and Dublin City Council; his plans to review the statutory 
documents certifying that the public funding granted was used in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of the grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14271/21]

24/03/2021WRBB06000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 628 and 629 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at a local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of homeless 
services rests with individual housing authorities. Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988 sets out 
the purposes for which costs may be incurred by housing authorities in respect of the provision 
of homeless accommodation and related services.

While responsibility for the provision of accommodation for homeless persons rests with in-
dividual housing authorities, the administration of homeless services is organised on a regional 
basis, with nine administrative regions in place.  A homelessness consultative forum has been 
established in each region in accordance with Chapter 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act, 2009.  It is a matter for the management group of the consultative forum, in the first 
instance, to determine the services and the funding required to address homelessness in each 
region. Each region submits an annual expenditure programme to my Department and my De-
partment approves a funding allocation. The management of the funding allocation is delegated 
to the lead authority in each region and is governed by a protocol between my Department and 
the lead authority. This protocol sets out the funding arrangements and structures to ensure ad-
herence with statutory requirements and public financial procedures.  All regional authorities 
are obliged to ensure compliance with the Protocol and to ensure that accounting policies are in 
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accordance with the regulatory accounting framework in place.  These are subject to oversight 
and scrutiny at various levels, including by the Local Government Audit Service in their annual 
audit.

In Dublin, the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE), provided by Dublin City Coun-
cil, is the lead statutory local authority for funding and service provision to respond to home-
lessness in Dublin and adopts a shared service approach across South Dublin County Council, 
Fingal County Council and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council. 

The DRHE are responsible for the administration of services at a local level and operate in 
consultation with the management group of the joint homelessness consultative forum that is 
in place for the Dublin region. This forum comprises representatives of the four Dublin local 
authorities, the HSE, Tusla, the Irish Prison and Probation Service, the Department of Social 
Protection, the Department of Justice, the Irish Council for Social Housing, Threshold, and the 
Homeless Network.  It falls to this forum to determine the services and the funding required to 
address homelessness at a local level. Following this determination the procurement of indi-
vidual services, contractual arrangements and associated service level agreements are a matter 
for the DRHE to agree with individual service providers.  In procuring services the DRHE are 
obliged to ensure compliance with all relevant statutory obligations in respect of provision of 
services and use of public funds.

The protocol governing delegation of Exchequer funding for homeless accommodation and 
related services in the Dublin Region to Dublin City Council, which is based on the provisions 
set out above, is available on request and my Department recently provided a copy to the Public 
Accounts Committee.

The Protocol agreement also sets out reporting requirements in respect of expenditure in-
curred on the provision of services and includes a requirement to ensure that certified expen-
diture is reported to my Department on a quarterly basis. This report provides details of the 
expenditure incurred with the accuracy of the report being certified by the Head of Finance and 
the Director of Services for housing (or equivalent) of the regional lead authority. The certified 
expenditure report is reviewed by my Department to assure compliance with the terms of the 
Protocol. The certified expenditure reports from all regional lead authorities are published on 
the Department’s website at: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/home-
lessness-data.  Financial reports for 2020 are currently being examined and will be published 
shortly.

There is an effective system in place in respect of my Department’s functions for the dis-
bursement, financial oversight and governance of voted Exchequer funds which are used by 
housing authorities to provide homeless services. These arrangements have regard to the statu-
tory functions of local authorities under the Housing Act 1988 and Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2009 and the delegation to lead authorities in respect of the management of 
expenditure. There is a system of certification and review, and transparency in respect of publi-
cation of financial reports. These are further underpinned by audit provisions.

24/03/2021WRBB06200Land Ownership

24/03/2021WRBB06300630. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if it is possible to establish the details of the ownership and boundaries of a parcel of 
land in Kilkenny city (details supplied), which was previously in the charge of CIÉ. [14272/21]

24/03/2021WRBB06400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
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am informed by the Property Registration Authority (PRA) that its folio and map records are 
available through its online service landdirect.ie.  This service can be accessed with a business 
account or as a guest user.  I am further informed that to search for a property, it is simply a 
question of browsing the map or clicking on the “Search” menu and various searching options 
will be displayed.

If the property is registered, the boundaries will be highlighted on the map and the folio can 
be viewed on payment of the relevant fee.  The folio will provide details relating to the property, 
including ownership.  If the property is unregistered, further information may be available from 
the Registry of Deeds, Henrietta Street, Dublin 1 (see www.prai.ie for details).

24/03/2021WRBB06500Regeneration Projects

24/03/2021WRBB06600631. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount allocated by his Department for the Our Balbriggan strategy; the details of the 
projects funded; the timelines for the delivery of each project; the projects that are part of the 
Balbriggan rejuvenation plan; the projects that are new; the amount allocated to each; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14273/21]

24/03/2021WRBB06700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) was launched in 2018 to support 
more compact and sustainable development.  The URDF is one of four funds established under 
the National Development Plan 2018-2027 and the Department of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage has responsibility for its implementation.

The Fund is providing part-funding for applicant led projects that will enable a greater pro-
portion of residential and mixed-use development to be delivered within the existing built-up 
footprints of our cities and large towns, while also ensuring that more parts of our urban areas 
can become attractive and vibrant places in which people choose to live and work, as well as to 
invest and to visit. 

The URDF, as a key activator of the National Planning Framework (NPF) and Project Ire-
land 2040, is supporting a programme of significant transformational capital projects that will 
contribute to the regeneration and rejuvenation of Ireland’s five cities and other large towns, in 
line with the objectives of the NPF and PI2040. 

All applications for URDF support are assessed in terms of their alignment with the intended 
purpose of the URDF programme and also their viability before being considered for approval.  

With regard to the approved proposal in question, Fingal County Council’s proposal for Bal-
briggan Rejuvenation, the recently announced global provisional allocation of €25,438,875 for 
this multi-element project under Call 2 of the URDF is to support substantive capital elements 
subsequent to a related planning and design project that was allocated support of €2,125,000 
under Call 1.  This means that to date a total of €27,563,875 in URDF funding has been provi-
sionally allocated to this project.

In the coming weeks, my Department will issue a formal approval in principle letter in re-
spect of this successful proposal to Fingal County Council, which will set out the arrangements 
and conditions attached to URDF support, and which will also provide a breakdown of the 
global provisional allocation by sub-project.  

While my Department works closely with the successful applicants in respect of project 
funding, responsibility for the advancement of URDF supported projects through the various 
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stages of planning, development and completion is, in the first instance, a matter for the Spon-
soring Agency, in this case Fingal County Council. 

In this regard, it should be noted that all URDF supported projects must be carefully devel-
oped and managed by the Sponsoring Agency in accordance with the normal conditions and 
arrangements that apply to public sector managed projects including, exercising appropriate 
cost control and delivering projects as approved, and in full compliance with the Public Spend-
ing Code.

24/03/2021WRBB06800Local Authority Staff

24/03/2021WRBB06900632. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of apprentices taken on by local authorities in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14285/21]

24/03/2021WRBB07000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible for 
the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authority for which he or she is responsible. 

My Department oversees workforce planning for the local government sector, including the 
monitoring of local government sector employment levels. To this end, my Department gathers 
aggregate quarterly data on staff numbers in each local authority on a whole time equivalent 
basis. However, granular data, in terms of the specific role and function of each individual staff 
member is not collected and consequently is not available in my Department. The relevant in-
formation would be available from individual local authorities.

24/03/20224/03/2021WRCC00200Local Authority Housing

24/03/2021WRCC00300633. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the sections of the Housing Acts 1997 to 2014 upon which local authorities can rely in 
order to evict tenants who are engaged in known criminal behaviour such as drug dealing, vio-
lence and intimidation, repeated antisocial behaviour or damage to the property or surrounding 
area; the number of cases taken by each local authority excluding Dublin under this Act since 
2015 in each of the years 2015 to 2020, in tabular form; the percentage of these cases that have 
been successful; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14290/21]

24/03/2021WRCC00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Section 12 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 deals with District Court pro-
ceedings for possession by a local authority where there has been a breach of a tenancy agree-
ment or rent-related obligation.  The tenancy agreement includes a term relating to anti-social 
behaviour.  Anti-social behaviour is defined in section 1 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act 1997, as amended.

Information supplied by local authorities (with the exception of the 4 Dublin local authori-
ties) to my Department relating to the number of possession applications sought in the District 
Court under section 12 of the 2014 Act in the years 2016 to 2020 and the number of possession 
applications granted in those years is as follows:

[<ahref=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-23_pq633-23-03-18_en.docx”>SSHA</a>]
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24/03/2021WRCC00500Local Authority Schemes

24/03/2021WRCC00600634. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of times that the four Dublin local authorities have offered financial contribu-
tion schemes for the purpose of downsizing since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14292/21]

24/03/2021WRCC00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
understand that the schemes in question are non-statutory and are a matter for the individual 
local authorities and, as such, information in relation to them should be sought from each local 
authority directly.

24/03/2021WRCC00800Commercial Rates

24/03/2021WRCC00900635. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his views on extending the local authority commercial rates waiver for tourism and hospitality 
businesses until 31 January 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14311/21]

24/03/2021WRCC01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In order to continue supporting businesses and ratepayers, and in rec-
ognition of the ongoing impacts of Covid-19 and the associated public health restrictions, the 
Government put in place a commercial rates waiver for the first three months of 2021 and sub-
sequently extended it for a further three months.  The waiver applies to businesses most seri-
ously affected by ongoing restrictions, with automatic eligibility extending to retail, hospitality, 
including hotels, pubs and restaurants, leisure and entertainment, personal services such as 
hairdressers and barbers, health services and various other categories. As with all public health 
measures and associated supports, the waiver of commercial rates will be kept under review.

24/03/2021WRCC01100Homelessness Strategy

24/03/2021WRCC01200636. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his views on extending the moratorium on evictions until 31 December 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14337/21]

24/03/2021WRCC01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies Act 2020 was enacted and came into operation on 24 October 2020. 
The Act aims to mitigate the impact of Covid-19 on tenants and to support the Government’s 
efforts to restrict the movement of people in order to suppress the spread of this virus. 

The Act modifies the operation of the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2020 to prevent any 
notices of termination served by landlords, in all but limited cases such as anti-social behav-
iour, from taking effect in geographical locations and during periods specified by the Minister 
for Health in Regulations made by him under section 31A of the Health Act 1947 in respect of 
which a restriction applies on the movement of people outside a 5 km radius of their place of 
residence. These tenancy protections also apply during the 10 days directly following the period 
specified by the Minister for Health in the aforementioned Regulations.

Once the Minister for Health makes regulations restricting movement outside a 5 km radius 
of one’s place of residence, the moratorium on evictions taking place takes effect. 

A moratorium on evictions taking place is currently in operation throughout the country 
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from 31 December 2020 to 15 April 2021, with limited exceptions. The provisions of the Resi-
dential Tenancies Act 2020 have been reinstated on foot of the 5km restrictions on people’s 
movements under the following regulations:

-  the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) Regula-
tions 2020 (S.I. No. 701 of 2020);

-  the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Regulations 2021 – (S.I. No. 29 of 2021); and  

- the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) (Amend-
ment) (No. 3) Regulations 2021 - (S.I. No. 95 of 2021).

Building on the urgent Covid-19 rental measures to date, Part 3 (Residential Tenancies) of 
the Planning and Development, and Residential Tenancies, Act 2020 (the PDRTA) was enacted 
on 19 December 2020 to provide for temporary modifications to the operation of the Residen-
tial Tenancies Act 2004 to provide, subject to certain conditions, that during the period from 
11 January to 12 April 2021 a 90 day (rather than the usual 28 days) termination notice period 
applies, where a tenant is in rent arrears due to Covid-19 and is at risk of losing their tenancy. 
The earliest termination date allowed in such circumstances is 13 April 2021. Rent increases are 
also prohibited for relevant tenancies until 13 April 2021, with no back-dating allowed. These 
protections are designed to better balance the legal rights of landlords and tenant and a guidance 
document on the PDRTA is available on the RTB’s website - www.rtb.ie.

On 9 March 2021, the Government approved the publication of the Residential Tenancies 
Bill 2021 with a view to early enactment before 13 April 2021, to extend the PDRTA protec-
tions to 12 July 2021.

24/03/2021WRCC01400Homeless Persons Supports

24/03/2021WRCC01500637. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the oversight his Department has over the activities of an organisation (details sup-
plied) in the engagement and in the reconnection of persons from eastern Europe experiencing 
homelessness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14345/21]

24/03/2021WRCC01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at a local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of homeless 
services rests with individual housing authorities. Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988 sets out 
the purposes for which costs may be incurred by housing authorities in respect of the provision 
of homeless accommodation and related services.

While responsibility for the provision of accommodation for homeless persons rests with in-
dividual housing authorities, the administration of homeless services is organised on a regional 
basis, with nine administrative regions in place.  A homelessness consultative forum has been 
established in each region in accordance with Chapter 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act, 2009.  It is a matter for the management group of the consultative forum, in the first 
instance, to determine the homeless services required to address homelessness at a local level. 
In Dublin, the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE), provided by Dublin City Council, 
is the lead statutory local authority for funding and service provision to respond to homeless-
ness in Dublin and adopts a shared service approach across South Dublin County Council, 
Fingal County Council and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.
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In the Dublin Region, the DRHE are responsible for the administration and oversight of 
homeless services on behalf of the four Dublin authorities and operate in consultation with the 
management group of the joint homelessness consultative forum that is in place for the Dublin 
Region. Operational oversight of activities of individual organisations involved in the provision 
of homeless services on its behalf is a matter for the DRHE to agree with individual organisa-
tions under service level agreements.

24/03/2021WRCC01700Local Authority Housing

24/03/2021WRCC01800638. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the number of tenants per county that are resident in houses that were acquired under Part V of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000; the number that began their residency in years (details 
supplied) in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14349/21]

24/03/2021WRCC01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on a quarterly basis on 
social housing delivery activity. This data is available to the end of 2020 and is published on 
the statistics page of my Department’s website, at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/6d316-local-authority-housing-scheme-statistics/ 

This data provides a breakdown of social housing delivery across a range of delivery mech-
anisms. Further details on the delivery of Part V social homes can be found at this link: https://
www.gov.ie/en/collection/fd048-affordable-housing-and-part-v-statistics/ 

The allocation of housing is a matter for individual local authorities in line with their al-
location schemes. My Department does hold information on the tenancy details requested by 
the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRCC02000Tenant Purchase Scheme

24/03/2021WRCC02100639. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status of the review of the tenant purchase scheme for local authority tenants; if he plans, 
following that review, he will allow for residents in houses acquired under Part V of the Plan-
ning and Development Act 2000 to enter the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14350/21]

24/03/2021WRCC02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  The 
Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are 
available for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, includ-
ing having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of 
social housing support for at least one year.

The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015 governing the Scheme 
provides for a number of specified classes of houses to be excluded from sale, including hous-
es provided to local authorities under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as 
amended, houses specifically designed for older persons, group Traveller housing and houses 
provided to facilitate people with disabilities transferring from institutional care to community-
based living.

Housing authorities may, within the provisions of the Regulations, exclude certain houses 
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which, in the opinion of the authority, should not be sold for reasons such as proper stock or es-
tate management. It is a matter for each individual housing authority to administer the Scheme 
in its operational area in line with the over-arching provisions of the governing legislation for 
the scheme, and in a manner appropriate to its housing requirements.

A review of the first 12 months of the Scheme’s operation has been undertaken. In addition, 
the Programme for Government commits to maintaining the right of social housing tenants to 
purchase their own home with some changes to eligibility. The review and the commitments in 
the Programme for Government are being examined as part of the work on the broader social 
housing reform agenda.  I expect to be in a position to finalise changes to the Scheme once the 
work on these reform measures is complete.

24/03/2021WRCC02300Land Development Agency

24/03/2021WRCC02400640. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if the Land Development Agency has considered introducing co-living accommodation 
into any of its proposed developments; and if this consideration has been abandoned in view of 
the partial ban on co-living introduced in December 2020. [14355/21]

24/03/2021WRCC02500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim 
basis in September 2018, by way of an Establishment Order (S.I. 352 of 2018, as amended by 
S.I. 603 of 2018) made under the Local Government Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971, 
pending the enactment of primary legislation when it will be established as a commercial State 
agency.  

Based on information provided by the LDA, consideration was given at an early stage to 
developing co-living accommodation at the proposed LDA development at the Meath hospital 
site.  However this was not progressed and alternative arrangements are now being considered 
by the LDA.  Co-living accommodation has not been considered on any other LDA proposed 
developments.

As with all State bodies operating under the aegis of my Department, arrangements have 
been put in place by the LDA through which Oireachtas members can request information 
directly from the Agency in relation to operational matters - in this regard, the LDA may be 
contacted directly at oireachtas@lda.ie.

24/03/2021WRCC02600Land Development Agency

24/03/2021WRCC02700641. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the Land Development Agency development on the Meath Hospital site, Dub-
lin 8; the number of units proposed; the tenure mix; the development partners; and the timeline 
for planning, commencement and completion. [14356/21]

24/03/2021WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim 
basis in September 2018, by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Government 
Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971, pending the enactment of primary legislation when it 
will be established as a commercial State agency.

The LDA have advised my Department that the 0.75 acre Meath Hospital site is currently 
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being examined and the potential of this site, previously reported as an estimated 100 units, is 
currently under review. As this site is currently at the pre-development stage, the exact deliv-
ery potential will only be finalised as final plans are put in place and planning permission is 
sought. The LDA will have regard to Government policy, and all appropriate legislation, on the 
appropriate tenure mix for developments on public land as well as the criteria for the operation 
of cost rental and affordable housing schemes.

As with all State bodies operating under the aegis of my Department, arrangements have 
been put in place by the LDA through which Oireachtas members can request information 
directly from the Agency in relation to operational matters - in this regard, the LDA may be 
contacted directly at oireachtas@lda.ie.

24/03/2021WRCC02900Land Development Agency

24/03/2021WRCC03000642. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if the Land Development Agency discussed the establishment of a high level structure 
bringing together land owners engaging with the Agency such as the HSE and councils to ad-
dress delays in advancing residential development on specified sites; and if discussion in June 
2019 by the board of the Agency in relation to establishing such a structure to be chaired by the 
Taoiseach, was advanced and proposed to the Department of the Taoiseach. [14357/21]

24/03/2021WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim 
basis in September 2018, by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Govern-
ment Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971, pending the enactment of the Land Development 
Agency Bill. 

As with all State bodies operating under the aegis of my Department, arrangements have 
been put in place by the LDA through which Oireachtas members can request information di-
rectly from the Agency in relation to operational matters. In this regard, the LDA may be con-
tacted directly at oireachtas@lda.ie. Queries in relation to the LDA Board can be raised directly 
with the LDA using this mechanism.

To assist the Deputy, my Department has made enquiries with the LDA; who have con-
firmed that they did not make any proposals in relation to the establishment of a high level 
structure  to the Department of the Taoiseach following the June 2019 meeting of the Interim 
LDA Board, as suggested by the Deputy. 

24/03/2021WRCC03200Land Development Agency

24/03/2021WRCC03300643. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the discussions taking place between his Department and the Land Development Agency 
on the delivery of affordable purchase homes on non-local authority sites; if the serviced sites 
fund will be extended to non-local Government sites; and if another form of equity stake includ-
ing a Land Development Agency equity stake is being considered in order to provide homes at 
a discount of full development costs. [14358/21]

24/03/2021WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim 
basis in September 2018, by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Govern-
ment Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971, pending the enactment of the Land Development 



Questions - Written Answers

364

Agency Bill 2021. 

My Department regularly engages with the LDA to discuss its work programme, including 
the delivery of affordable housing.  The LDA will deliver affordable housing units, including 
affordable purchase, on its initial portfolio of public lands but the exact housing mix will not be 
finalised until planning permission is granted for each site.  The General Scheme of the Afford-
able Housing Bill was published in January and provides the mechanism for the LDA to make 
affordable purchase homes available.   This will take account of the provisions in relation to 
affordable housing set out in Part 9 of the Land Development Agency Bill 2021.

The Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), in its current form, assists in the delivery of affordable 
homes on local authority land. Local authorities can work on SSF projects in conjunction with 
the LDA regarding affordable housing, such as is currently happening on the project in Shanga-
nagh.  Section 14 of the LDA Bill provides that local authorities may request the LDA to provide 
services to it in relation to the development of sites for housing and urban development. This 
type of arrangement sees the local authority authorising the LDA to develop affordable housing 
on a parcel of its land. The project is planned and managed by the LDA, who in turn contracts 
a developer to build the new homes on the local authority’s behalf. 

SSF funding can be applied for and utilised for such developments for enabling public in-
frastructure by the relevant local authority to my Department.   It is not currently provided that 
SSF funding can be provided for lands other than local authority lands.   In accordance with the 
Programme for Government commitment to extend the SSF, a review of the SSF is currently 
ongoing.

24/03/2021WRCC03500Mortgage Schemes

24/03/2021WRCC03600644. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the number of dwellings that have been acquired under the mortgage-to-rent scheme by county 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14359/21]

24/03/2021WRCC03700645. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of dwellings that have been acquired under the mortgage-to-rent scheme in 
each of the years 2016 to 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14360/21]

24/03/2021WRCC03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 644 and 645 together.

The Mortage to Rent (MTR) scheme introduced in 2012 for borrowers of commercial lend-
ing institutions is targeted at those households in mortgage arrears who have had their mortgage 
position deemed unsustainable by their lender under the Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process 
(MARP), who agree to the voluntary surrender of their home and who have very limited op-
tions, if any, to meet their long-term housing needs themselves.  In addition, the household must 
be deemed eligible for social housing support.

Since the introduction of the private MTR scheme in 2012 to the end of December 2020, 
1,004 households with unsustainable private mortgages have completed the MTR process.  The 
1,004 households in the scheme represent 1,688 adults and 1,522 children who have remained 
living in their homes and communities.  There are currently 1,212   active cases being pro-
gressed under the scheme. The Housing Agency publishes, on a quarterly basis, detailed sta-
tistical information on the operation of the MTR scheme including a local authority status 
report which shows a breakdown of the number of active, completed, ineligible and terminated 
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cases per local authority.  This information is available on the Agency’s website at the following 
link: www.housingagency.ie/housing-information/mortgage-rent-statistics.

A review of the MTR scheme undertaken in 2017 introduced a range of improvements to the 
eligibility criteria and its administration. In order to increase awareness and understanding of 
the scheme a new website, www.mortgagetorent.ie, was developed.  In addition, new structures 
and arrangements were put in place to encourage a greater number of entities to take part in the 
scheme.  As a result of the improvements implemented, an upward trend in case completions 
has been evident since 2018.

Building on the significant improvements already made to the scheme since 2017 and in line 
with the commitment in the Programme for Government to strengthen the scheme and ensure 
that it is helping those who need it, my Department is currently working closely with the Hous-
ing Agency to identify any further improvements required to the scheme.

A MTR scheme was also introduced for local authority borrowers and has been in place 
nationally since 2014.  Under the scheme, a local authority can acquire ownership of properties 
with unsustainable local authority mortgages, thus enabling the household to remain in their 
home as social housing tenants.  Information in relation to the Local Authority MTR scheme 
from its inception in 2013 to end 2020 and broken down by local authority area is available on 
my Department’s website under the heading Local Authority Mortgage to Rent at the following 
link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/42d2f-local-authority-loan-activity/#local-authority-mortgage-
to-rent-scheme  During that period, a total of 532 households had benefited from the scheme.

Both MTR schemes are established parts of the overall suite of social housing options 
and are important parts of the mortgage arrears resolution process.

24/03/2021WRCC04000Vacant Properties

24/03/2021WRCC04100646. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 58 apartments have been idle since their construc-
tion almost 15 years ago (details supplied); when these vacant properties will be allocated to 
those on the housing list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14361/21]

24/03/2021WRCC04200678. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the estimated cost of providing security on a site (details supplied) that has been vacant since 
construction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14910/21]

24/03/2021WRCC04300681. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the projected cost of the 58 apartments that have been idle since construction in 2005 in an area 
(details supplied) including the cost being paid to the receivers by Dublin City Dublin Council; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14923/21]

24/03/2021WRCC04400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 646, 678 and 681 together.

Dublin City Council (DCC) has advised my Department that, following delays in the pro-
cess, they are working with the Receiver in relation to the acquisition of 58 unfinished apart-
ment units at Prospect Hill to add to their social housing stock.

 According to DCC, in February 2021, they reached a settlement agreement with the Receiv-
er in relation to the remedial works and other issues in relation to the overall development. DCC 
has informed my Department that the final settlement agreement has been signed and executed 
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on the Council’s behalf and it is now with receiver’s solicitors for execution.  Once this is ex-
ecuted by the receiver, DCC will have legal ownership of these 58 apartments.  

 DCC has also advised that the total projected cost of the acquisition of 58 units, including 
all payments to receivers by DCC, is €7,746,404.  DCC has also informed my Department that 
a scope of works exercise is currently underway to refurbish these apartments with a view to 
going to tender in Q2 2021.  The cost of this work will be established once the tender process 
is complete.

 The cost of providing security for the 58 units is a matter for DCC and/or the current owners 
(the receiver).  The acquisition, refurbishment and future allocation of the units is ultimately a 
matter for DCC.

24/03/2021WRCC04500Land Development Agency

24/03/2021WRCC04600647. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if there is a technical working group within his Department assessing the methodology for 
transfer of State lands to the Land Development Agency; if so, when the working group was 
established; the persons on the group; the number of meetings it has held; and the date of each 
meeting. [14373/21]

24/03/2021WRCC04700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): A technical working group was established and chaired by officials in 
my Department to consider the transfer of state lands to the Land Development Agency (LDA) 
in April 2019. The working group met on three occasions on the following dates –

-  16 April 2019

-  2 May 2019

-  20 June 2019

Membership of the working group consisted of officials from the following Departments/
Bodies:

1. Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

2. Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

3. Department of An Taoiseach

4. Office of Public Works

5. NewERA

6. Land Development Agency 

The composition of the representation in attendance from each Department/ Body varied for 
each meeting depending on the matters being considered.

24/03/2021WRCC04800Local Authority Funding

24/03/2021WRCC04900648. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
when he expects the next call for local authority submissions under the services site fund; the 
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assessment criteria for local authorities under previous calls to guide application; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14410/21]

24/03/2021WRCC05000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): To 
date, my Department has issued two broad based Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) calls for proposals 
to local authorities. Funding of almost €188 million has been approved in principle in support 
of 38 infrastructure projects in 14 local authority areas, which will assist in the delivery of al-
most 4,000 more affordable homes.

Details of 35 SSF projects which received approval in principle under the two SSF calls are 
available on the Rebuilding Ireland’s website as follows.  In advance of making an SSF fund-
ing submission, local authorities are issued with full details, briefing material and application 
forms which outline the information required and assessment criteria upon which applications 
are assessed.

Call 1 https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-local-
authority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-serviced-sites-fund/

 Call 2 https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-
support-delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/

In addition to these projects, approval in principle has also been given to three further ap-
plications for SSF funding, namely, Dublin City Council’s projects in Emmet Road and Oscar 
Traynor Road and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council’s project in Shanganagh.

In making an application for SSF, each local authority must demonstrate that an affordabil-
ity issue exists in the area in question and that there is viability to deliver homes, for purchase 
or rent, with a reduction of at least 10% below open market values.

In accordance with a Programme for Government commitment to extend the SSF, a review 
of the fund is currently ongoing.

24/03/2021WRCC05100Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRCC05200649. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the details of the process through which his Department drafts and produces legislation; 
if his Department outsources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting 
was outsourced since he took office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. 
[14423/21]

24/03/2021WRCC05300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The drafting of legislation in my Department, generally follows the approach set out in Chap-
ters 4 and 5 of the Cabinet Handbook which is available at www.gov.ie/en/publication/05c2e2-
cabinet-handbook/.

Most Bills and some secondary legislation are drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel (OPC), part of the Office of the Attorney General, and my officials work closely with 
that Office in relation to legal advisory and drafting input provided as part of that process.  It has 
also been the case that a small number of Bills were drafted ‘in house’, by seconded or retired 
Parliamentary Counsel, as are some Regulations.

The outsourcing of drafting of secondary legislation may occur, for example where a spe-
cific urgency arises or where in-house drafting resources are not available.  However, whilst 
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external support regarding particular provisions may assist in progressing legislation, there has 
been no Bill outsourced for drafting since I took office and no costs have arisen to date in this 
regard.

24/03/2021WRCC05400Homelessness Strategy

24/03/2021WRCC05500650. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if eviction protections in place due to Covid-19 extend to tenants for whom the landlord 
has sold their property. [14436/21]

24/03/2021WRCC05600651. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if there is an exception to the current tenancy protections in the case of property sale. 
[14437/21]

24/03/2021WRCC05700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 650 and 651 together.

The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2020 regulate the landlord-tenant relationship in the 
private rented sector and set out the rights and obligations of landlords and tenants. The Resi-
dential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body under the Acts 
to operate a national tenancy registration system and to resolve disputes between landlords and 
tenants.  

The RTB displays comprehensive information on its website - www.rtb.ie - including guid-
ance and frequently asked questions documents relating to terminating tenancies during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Section 34 of the Acts provides that a landlord must state a reason for the termination in 
any tenancy termination notice served, and the termination will not be valid unless that reason 
relates to one of the following:

-  the tenant has failed to comply with the obligations (other than the obligation to pay rent) 
of the tenancy;

-  the tenant has failed to comply with the obligation to pay rent under the tenancy;

-  the landlord intends to sell the dwelling within the next 9 months;

-  the dwelling is no longer suited to the  needs of the occupying household;

-  the landlord requires the dwelling for own or family member occupation;

-  vacant possession is required for  substantial refurbishment of the dwelling; and/or 

-  the landlord intends to change the use of the dwelling. 

Since 4 June 2019, where a landlord terminates a tenancy because he/she intends to sell the 
property, he/she must enter into a contract for sale within 9 months of the termination date and, 
if not, must offer to re-let to a former tenant who provides their contact details. Since 1 July 
2019, the RTB is empowered under Part 7A – Complaints, Investigations and Sanctions – of 
the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2020 to investigate improper conduct by landlords and to 
impose sanctions, where appropriate. In particular, an unlawful tenancy termination may be 
investigated with the landlord liable to a sanction of up to €30,000.

Section 56 of the Residential Tenancies Acts provides for the award of damages for abuse 
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of the termination procedure, and the RTB can make a direction that a landlord pay an amount 
by way of damages for the deprivation of the tenancy.

The Residential Tenancies Act 2020 was enacted and came into operation on 24 October 
2020. The Act aims to mitigate the impact of Covid-19 on tenants and to support the Govern-
ment’s efforts to restrict the movement of people in order to suppress the spread of this virus. 

The Act modifies the operation of the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2020 to prevent 
notices of termination served by landlords, including those grounded on an intention to sell but 
excluding those grounded on  anti-social behaviour, from taking effect in geographical loca-
tions and during periods specified by the Minister for Health in Regulations made by him under 
section 31A of the Health Act 1947 in respect of which a restriction applies on the movement 
of people outside a 5 km radius of their place of residence. These tenancy protections also ap-
ply during the 10 days directly following the period specified by the Minister for Health in the 
aforementioned Regulations.

Once the Minister for Health makes regulations restricting movement outside a 5 km radius 
of one’s place of residence, the moratorium on evictions taking place takes place. A moratorium 
on evictions taking place is currently in operation throughout the country from 31 December 
2020 to 15 April 2021, with limited exceptions. Notices of termination can be served during 
this time but a termination cannot take effect until after 15 April 2021 (i.e. 10 days after the ex-
pected lifting of the current 5 km restriction on travel from home), subject to certain exceptions. 

For most tenants, the original period of notice of termination given by the landlord would 
not have expired when the emergency protections under the Residential Tenancies Act 2020 
came into effect, and the count-down on the unexpired notice period will pause while these 
protections are in place. However, section 4 of the Residential Tenancies Act 2020 provides that 
where a valid termination notice was served before the commencement of an emergency pe-
riod under that Act (i.e. before 31 December 2020, in the context of the current emergency 
period), and the notice period has expired by that date but the tenant remains in occupation, he 
or she is entitled to remain in occupation during the emergency period and for 10 days follow-
ing the expiry of the emergency period (i.e. up to and including 15 April 2021), subject to any 
further extension to the emergency period in line with any extension to the 5 km travel restric-
tion under Section 31A Health Regulations. The usual terms and conditions of the tenancy ap-
ply during such a period of occupation.

24/03/2021WRCC05900Housing Provision

24/03/2021WRCC06000652. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if there has been further progress in relation to the review of income eligibility for social 
housing supports that is currently underway; when a decision will be made in relation to the 
increase of the income limits in respect of social housing supports; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14483/21]

24/03/2021WRCC06100657. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of the review of income eligibility for social housing supports in Cork City 
Council and Cork County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14527/21]

24/03/2021WRCC06200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 652 and 657 together.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
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laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for so-
cial housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Universal 
Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within the meaning of Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, 
and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-
term or once-off in nature.

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10%; and 2.5% for each child, subject to a 
maximum allowance under this category of 10%. 

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced in 2011 also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources.

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibil-
ity for social housing supports in each local authority area is underway. The review will have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.

  Question No. 653 answered with Question No. 590.

24/03/2021WRCC06400Land Development Agency

24/03/2021WRCC06500654. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the Land Development Agency is exempted from complying with the lobbying reg-
ister; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14498/21]

24/03/2021WRCC06600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The designation of categories of officials under the Regulation of Lob-
bying Act 2015 is a matter for the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. 

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to “extend the lobbying register so 
that the lobbying of senior officials in bodies like the Central Bank of Ireland, Comreg, the NTA 
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and the HSE which have significant policymaking or development functions will need to be 
reported on the same basis as central and local government”. It is therefore a matter for the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform, in consultation with my Department, to consider 
whether it is appropriate to provide that the senior management of the LDA are designated as 
Designated Public Officials under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, in the context of this 
commitment. This commitment will be progressed in the context of the third statutory review 
of the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, which will commence in early 2022.

It is the intention of the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage that the 
Chief Executive of the LDA and his senior executives would be Designated Public Officials 
under the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015, when the Register is extended and this has previ-
ously been communicated with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

24/03/2021WRCC06700Building Regulations

24/03/2021WRCC06800655. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the monitoring of CE certified materials being carried out on construction sites to ensure 
that the materials supplied are in fact CE certified; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14508/21]

24/03/2021WRCC06900656. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the role building control units have in taking samples and testing samples of construction 
materials to ensure that they are CE certification compliant. [14509/21]

24/03/2021WRCC07000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 655 and 656 together.

The Construction Products Regulation (EU) No 305/2011 (CPR) sets out rules for the mar-
keting of construction products in the EU. Where a construction product covered by a harmon-
ised standard is being placed on the EU market, the CPR requires the manufacturer to draw up 
a ‘declaration of performance’ and affix a ‘CE’ marking to the product. 

In order to affix the CE marking, most construction products require the intervention of a 
Notified Body. Notified Bodies are designated bodies that carry out third-party tasks.  Under the 
CPR, Notified Bodies must be established in a Member State and be designated by the Mem-
ber State’s notifying authority for performing the specific tasks in relation to specific technical 
standards.

Whilst the CPR concerns itself with the conditions which apply when placing a product on 
the market, clients, specifiers, designers and builders etc should:

-  when drawing up specifications, refer to the harmonised technical specifications and spe-
cifically to the requirements of individual characteristics when necessary, 

-  when choosing the products most suitable for their intended use in construction works, 
review the manufacturer’s Declaration of Performance, 

-  check National Annexes or Standard Recommendations which give guidance on appropri-
ate minimum performance levels for specific intended uses of the product in Ireland, and 

-  ensure compliance with the Building Regulations, in this regard all works should be car-
ried out using proper materials which are fit for the use for which they are intended and for the 
conditions in which they are to be used.
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Under the European Union (Construction Products) Regulations 2013, each of the building 
control authorities (local authorities) have been designated as the principal market surveillance 
authorities for construction products that fall within the scope of the CPR, within their admin-
istrative areas. The 31 local authorities have appointed approximately 70 authorised officers.

In addition, in 2020, a new Market Surveillance Unit within the National Building Control 
Office (NBCO) was established under the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Europe-
an Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2020 (Construction Products – Market Surveillence) 
Regulations 2020. The NBCO is a shared service within Dublin City Council which provides 
oversight, support and direction for the development, standardisation and implementation of 
building control and market surveillance as an effective shared service in the 31 building con-
trol authorities.  

Separately, Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
20 June 2019 which establishes an EU wide framework for market surveillance, will come into 
force in 2021.This strengthens the existing provisions in the Construction Products Regulation 
(and other Union harmonisation legislation) relating to the compliance of products, the frame-
work for cooperation with organisations representing economic operators or end users, the mar-
ket surveillance of products and controls on products entering the Union market.

  Question No. 657 answered with Question No. 652.

24/03/2021WRDD00200Local Authority Members

24/03/2021WRDD00300658. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if work is ongoing within his Department to devise a mechanism that would enable coun-
cillors to avail of maternity or paternity leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14565/21]

24/03/2021WRDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): To ensure that local government is accessible to all and representative 
of the communities it serves,  I recognise the need to address with urgency the matter of mater-
nity and paternity leave for local authority elected members. 

I recently approved the establishment of a working group of local government stakeholders 
to examine the non-pay recommendations set out in the Review of the Role and Remuneration 
of Local Authority Elected Members, led by Ms Sara Moorhead SC.  The group met for the 
first time in early February and a number of times since, and is drafting an Action Plan for the 
implementation of Ms Moorhead’s non-pay recommendations.  The terms of reference for the 
group include examination of the recommendation regarding parental and maternity leave, and 
this will be explored further by the group.  However, as the issue warrants prompt attention 
and requires consideration of wider supports other than leave, I have asked the working group 
to establish a councillor subgroup to examine specifically all aspects of the issue of maternity 
supports.  My intention is that there will be developments in this area as soon as is practical.  

In parallel, I have directed my officials to liaise with their counterparts in the Department 
of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth Affairs, who are examining the issue of 
maternity supports for Oireachtas members, to ensure that there is a consistency in approach.  
As will be appreciated, there are a number of legal and practical issues that must be compre-
hensively considered. 

I am committed to inputting constructively to consideration of this matter, but also to ad-
dressing in a progressive manner obstacles to balanced gender representation in local govern-
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ment in this country.

24/03/2021WRDD00500Local Authority Members

24/03/2021WRDD00600659. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if consideration has been given to allowing councillors to be exempted from paying com-
mercial rates in circumstances in which they wish to set up an office in their constituency; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14566/21]

24/03/2021WRDD00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Valuation Acts 2001 to 2020 provide that all buildings used or developed for any purpose 
are rateable unless expressly exempted under Schedule 4 of the Acts.

A review was initiated in 2019 to examine the underlying policy rationale relating to the 
inclusion of categories of relevant property in Schedule 3 and Schedule 4 of the Valuation Acts 
2001 to 2020. 

The purpose of the review was to examine the underlying policy rationale and to assess the 
likely effects, costs and benefits of any proposed changes in categorisation. 

My Department has an overarching objective to ensure the sustainable funding of local 
authorities. As commercial rates provide an important source of funding for local services any 
recommendations arising from the review must support that sustainability requirement.

The work of the group is ongoing.

24/03/2021WRDD00800Social and Affordable Housing

24/03/2021WRDD00900660. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of all public housing developments across the four Dublin local authorities under 
construction or with planning permission approved, by authority; the volume of houses, loca-
tion and scheduled completion date, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14569/21]

24/03/2021WRDD01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The delivery of housing supports is a key priority of Government and this is reflected in the Pro-
gramme for Government commitment to increase the social housing stock nationally by more 
than 50,000, with a key emphasis on delivering new build homes. We are ambitious to ramp up 
the delivery at local authority level and we are committed to developing housing on public land.

My Department provides both capital and current funding to local authorities across a range 
of funding initiatives to assist them in providing homes for families and individuals on their 
social housing waiting lists.  To provide transparency on the new social housing projects being 
advanced, my Department publishes a Social Housing Construction Status Report each quarter. 
The report for Quarter 4 of 2020 is available at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/
news/minister-obrien-publishes-2020-social-housing-statistics/.  These quarterly reports pro-
vide details of the social housing construction schemes completed and those in the pipeline for 
all local authorities including the four Dublin local authorities.

The Government investment for the delivery of all housing programmes this year is €3.3 
billion which, subject to the impact of Covid-related restrictions on the construction sector, is 
intended to support the delivery of 12,750 new social homes through build, acquisition and 
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leasing.  The major focus of this investment is the delivery of new build social homes, with an 
overall target of 9,500 new homes, in addition to 800 acquisitions and 2,450 homes to be deliv-
ered through leasing programmes.

24/03/2021WRDD01100Harbours and Piers

24/03/2021WRDD01200661. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of repairs to Coliemore harbour; the details of meetings officials from his De-
partment have had with officials from Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council to repair the 
amenity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14570/21]

24/03/2021WRDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I refer to the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 255 on 20 
January 2021.

In the meantime, the National Monuments Service has advised the local authority that it has 
no archaeological objections to the proposed works proceeding, subject to it being informed in 
the event of any archaeological deposits being uncovered while they are in progress.

24/03/2021WRDD01400Vacant Sites

24/03/2021WRDD01500662. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his attention has been drawn to an issue (details supplied) in relation to a vacant site; if 
the issue will be investigated and the appropriate action taken; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14571/21]

24/03/2021WRDD01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department has been advised by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County 
Council (DLRCC) that it served a notice on 11 February 2021 under section 11 of the Der-
elict Sites Act 1990 on the owner of the property in question to undertake specified works to 
address the derelict state of the property i.e. cut-back and removal of overgrown vegetation, re-
moval of other litter and debris, repair of entrance gates and boundary wall etc. The owner was 
given 8 weeks to comply with the section 11 notice. DLRCC has confirmed that the necessary 
works to comply with the notice are presently ongoing at the site. 

With regard to alleged pest infestation at the site, this is a matter which falls under the remit 
of the Minister for Health under the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act 1919. However, DLRCC 
has further advised in this regard that a private pest control company has visited the site on three 
occasions which has reported that no rodents have been caught in the laid traps during the three 
visits.   

The notice regarding this case. DLRCC has confirmed to my Department that no specific 
report has been prepared in this case. DLRCC provided an update that there has been an under-
taking by the property owner to carry out all of the works that were set out under in the notice 
that was issued by the Council under section 11 of the Derelict Sites Act 1990, and that these 
works are due to be undertaken in the coming weeks.

Although the specific matter of pest infestation is not a matter in which I, as Minister for 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage have any statutory function.  Pest control referred 
to in the question falls under the remit of the Minister for Health under the Rats and Mice (De-
struction) Act 1919. However, DLRCC conveyed to my Department that a pest control com-
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pany has visited the site on three separate occasions and that no mice or rats have been caught 
in traps during these three visits.

24/03/2021WRDD01700Social and Affordable Housing

24/03/2021WRDD01800663. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if assistance will be provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14582/21]

24/03/2021WRDD01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The oversight and practical management of housing waiting lists, including the allocation and 
transfer of tenancies, is a matter for the relevant local authority in accordance with the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, and associated regulations.

Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 requires all local authori-
ties, as a reserved function, to make an allocation scheme determining the order of priority to 
be accorded in the allocation of dwellings to households qualified for social housing support 
and to households approved for a transfer, the allocation of which would, in the opinion of the 
authority, meet the accommodation needs and requirements of the households.

It is the local authority which assesses housing applicants, taking into account factors such 
as the condition and affordability of existing accommodation, medical and compassionate 
grounds, etc. The authority then prioritises the needs of approved applicants in accordance with 
its allocation scheme. Ultimately, it is a matter for the local authority to decide the conditions 
to be met in relation to transfer applications.

As Minister, I am precluded by law from becoming involved in individual cases.

24/03/2021WRDD02000Departmental Correspondence

24/03/2021WRDD02100664. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14644/21]

24/03/2021WRDD02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Ireland, like all Member States, is bound by the requirements of 
the EU Nature Directives. The Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive aim to ensure the pro-
tection of habitats and species which have been selected for conservation within special areas 
of conservation and special protection areas.  The Directives have been transposed into national 
law under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, the Plan-
ning Acts and the Wildlife Acts.

In advance of the designation of the site referred to in the Deputy’s Question, the Depart-
ment wrote to identified landowners, outlining the intention to designate the site, the appeals 
process and how to get further information. Government Departments, public authorities, State 
and semi-State agencies and bodies representing environmental, farming and business interests 
were also notified. Public notices in relation to the proposed designation were placed in the 
media. 

In 2012, the site, referred to in the Deputy’s Question, was formally designated by Statutory 
Instrument. 
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Therefore, it would not be permissible to consider changes to the boundary of the site.

  Question No. 665 answered with Question No. 590.

24/03/2021WRDD02400Land Development Agency

24/03/2021WRDD02500666. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the breakdown by local authority of projects currently underway under the auspices of the 
Land Development Agency; and the numerical breakdown of these projects with respect to the 
size of the settlement (details supplied). [14693/21]

24/03/2021WRDD02600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim 
basis in September 2018, by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Government 
Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971, pending the enactment of primary legislation when it 
will be established as a commercial State agency.

The LDA is currently developing 10 sites across 7 local authorities which are all in urban 
centres with populations in excess of 10,000.  It has secured planning permission for 597 units 
at Shanganagh in conjunction with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and has submit-
ted a Strategic Housing Development application for the St. Kevin’s Hospital site in Cork City. 
The exact number of units on other sites will not be known until planning permission has been 
secured.

Site Local Authority Projected Units
St. Kevin’s Hospital, Cork Cork City Council 266
Donore Project, St Teresa’s 
Gardens

Dublin City Council 700 (estimated)

Meath Hospital, Dublin 8 Dublin City Council 100 (under review)
Central Mental Hospital, 
Dundrum

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 
County Council

1,300 (estimated)

Shanganagh Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 
County Council

597

Hackettstown, Skerries Fingal County Council 344 (estimated)
Castlelands, Balbriggan Fingal County Council 815 (estimated)
Dyke Road, Galway Galway City Council TBC
Devoy Barracks, Naas Kildare County Council 221 (estimated)
Columb Barracks, Mullingar Westmeath County Council 100 in Phase 1 (estimated)

As with all State bodies operating under the aegis of my Department, arrangements have 
been put in place by the LDA through which Oireachtas members can request information 
directly from the Agency in relation to operational matters - in this regard, the LDA may be 
contacted directly at oireachtas@lda.ie.

24/03/2021WRDD02700Housing Data

24/03/2021WRDD02800667. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the breakdown by local authority of housing vacancies. [14694/21]
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24/03/2021WRDD02900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The level of local authority vacancy in its housing stock will fluctuate over time, as tenancy 
surrender and re-letting of stock is an ongoing process. 

Data in relation to the number and location of vacant local authority units are not collated by 
my Department, however, statistics in relation to the social housing stock are published by the 
National Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) in their Annual Reports on Performance 
Indicators in Local Authorities. These reports provide a range of information in relation to so-
cial housing stock, including the level of vacancy broken down by local authority. The most 
recent report, relating to 2019, is available on the NOAC website at the following link: https://
noac.ie/noac_publications/noac-performance-indicators-report-2019/.

24/03/2021WRDD03000Project Ireland 2040

24/03/2021WRDD03100668. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will consider proposals (details supplied) to adapt the hierarchy of settlements and 
related infrastructure outlined in Project Ireland 2040. [14696/21]

24/03/2021WRDD03200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Across the EU, the European Commission classifies regions within the 
Union as either being a “Less Developed Region”, a “Transition Region” or a “More Devel-
oped Region”, based on their GDP per head of population relative to the EU27 Average. As the 
Deputy has identified, the Commission recently re-classified the Northern & Western Region 
from a “More Developed Region” to a “Transition Region” taking account of economic perfor-
mance in recent years. Available data at the time estimated that the Northern & Western region’s 
GDP per capita was 85% of the EU average, while the region remained below 100% of the EU 
average in every year since 2007. 

This re-classification of the Northern and Western Region by the Commission highlights the 
need for collective efforts by Government and others to ensure that the Northern and Western 
Region is supported in efforts to strongly grow and achieve its economic potential.  

Importantly, the Northern and Western Region is given specific focus in the National Plan-
ning Framework (NPF), due to the historically lower level of development and urbanisation 
compared to other regions, proximity to the border with Northern Ireland and risks associated 
with Brexit.  The NPF clearly recognises the importance of the future development of Ireland’s 
regions. To address this, in addition to Galway City, the NPF specifically identifies five regional 
and cross-border drivers, including Athlone, Sligo and Letterkenny in the Northern and Western 
Regional Assembly area.

The reference to ‘Ireland 2040: Our Plan’ in the question above appears to relate to an 
earlier 2017 draft version of the NPF, which did not include such drivers.  The final approved 
NPF strategy that was published in 2018 was revised in response to stakeholder and public con-
sultaion to include enhanced provision for regional growth north of the Dublin-Galway ‘line’ 
and launched as part of ‘Project Ireland 2040’, which no longer included the ‘Our Plan’ title as 
referenced above.

Moreover, the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Northern and West-
ern Regional Assembly area, approved further to the NPF in January 2020, includes a network 
of ‘key towns’ as a regional focus for growth, in addition in addition to Galway City, Athlone, 
Sligo and Letterkenny.  While equivalent in status to key towns in the Southern and Eastern and 
Midland Regions, the average size of the key towns in the NWRA not as large as those in the 
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East and South, recognising the important sub-regional function and opportunities for growth 
in relatively smaller settlements in the North-West.

‘Closing the gap’ between the Northern and Western Region and Irelands other two regions, 
the Southern Region and the Eastern & Midlands Region, through sustainable regional devel-
opment is therefore a primary aim of Project 2040 and wider Government policy.  Effectively 
accessing and utilising the national and EU funding supports available, such as the European 
Regional Development Fund, will assist in remedying infrastructural and other deficits over 
the next years and provide increased potential for the region to develop economic capacity and 
quality employment with such additional resources directed towards policies that have been 
proven to revitalise regional economies. I am satisfied that these measures will allow us to con-
tinue to develop the region to work towards achieving its potential in terms of economic and 
infrastructural development.

24/03/2021WRDD03300National Planning Framework

24/03/2021WRDD03400669. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the work he has undertaken to pursue the adoption of an all-island approach to national 
planning frameworks. [14707/21]

24/03/2021WRDD03500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department continues to engage both at official and Ministerial 
levels in various cross-border fora that support north-south co-operation and an all-island ap-
proach to planning. The British-Irish Council, established in 1999, is one such forum through 
which its members discuss, consult and use best endeavours to reach agreement on co-operation 
on matters of mutual interest within the competence of its Member Administrations, comprising 
six constituent members including, inter alia, the NI Executive and the Irish Government.  

Most recently, there was a virtual Joint Ministerial meeting of the Collaborative Spatial 
Planning (CSP) and Housing work sectors on 25th February last, hosted by the Northern Ireland 
Executive. Ministers agreed forward work plans for both the CSP Housing work sectors, which 
identify the areas of focus for the work sectors for the next 3 years.  Strategic policy priorities 
agreed by Ministers for the CSP sector for the period February 2021 - January 2023 include 
(i) the Contribution of Spatial Planning to the revitalisation of towns; (ii) the Contribution of 
Spatial Planning to ‘Building Better Places’ in the context of the Covid recovery; (iii) Best 
practice in National/Regional Planning Frameworks; and (iv) promotion of expert learning and 
experience sharing.  The Northern Ireland Executive will be the Lead Administration for the 
CSP Sector.  

In addition to structured fora, my Department fully supports any opportunities that seek 
to strengthen cross-border co-operation and an all-island approach.  For example, Minister 
O’Brien accepted an invitation from the Irish Central Border Area Network (ICBAN) to attend 
and speak at the virtual launch today, (24 March) of a new strategic initiative for the cross-bor-
der region, ‘The Framework of Regional Priorities for the Central Border Region, 2021-2027’ 
(FRP).  I believe that Minister Nichola Mallon from the NI Executive has also been invited to 
speak.

ICBAN is the local authority-led development organisation for the Central Border Region 
area, which includes the Councils of Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon; Cavan; Donegal; 
Fermanagh and Omagh; Leitrim; Mid Ulster; Monaghan; and Sligo. The FRP is supported by 
the eight member local authorities of the cross-border partnership.
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The FRP outlines the region’s response to the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, cli-
mate disruption, and the exit of the UK from the European Union. The regional priorities en-
compass a wide range of economic, social, and environmental considerations, including hard 
infrastructure and quality of life factors. The FRP, which is a non-statutory document, is in-
tended to complement the local regional, national, and international strategies, policies and 
frameworks impacting on the area, including the Framework for Cooperation – Spatial Strate-
gies of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, and is set within the planning framework 
of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

24/03/2021WRDD03600Heritage Sites

24/03/2021WRDD03700670. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the steps being taken to protect the Hill of Allen and its tower; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14714/21]

24/03/2021WRDD03800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): None of the archaeological monuments in the vicinity of the Hill 
of Allen are in my Department’s ownership or guardianship. Under the provisions of the Na-
tional Monuments Acts, the Department has established and maintains a Record of Monuments 
and Places (RMP) which affords legal protection to all recorded archaeological sites and monu-
ments in the State.  A number of monuments in the Hill of Allen area are included in the RMP 
but not the tower/folly referred to by the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRDD03900Commercial Rates

24/03/2021WRDD04000671. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the annual amount of commercial rates income from each data centre in the past five years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14719/21]

24/03/2021WRDD04100672. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the annual amount of commercial rates income from each wind farm development in the 
past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14720/21]

24/03/2021WRDD04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 671 and 672 together.

Local authorities are under a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for com-
mercial purposes in accordance with the details entered in the valuation lists, prepared by the 
independent Commissioner of Valuation under the Valuation Acts 2001 - 2015.  The levying 
and collection of rates are matters for each individual local authority and all rates income ac-
crues to the local government sector.  

Local authority total gross rates income is reported in the Income and Expenditure Account 
of their Annual Financial Statements. However, as this data is not categorised by the differ-
ent types of property used for business purposes, the information requested in relation to the 
amount of rates contributed by specific business types is not available in my Department.

24/03/2021WRDD04400Insurance Coverage

24/03/2021WRDD04500673. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
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tage if his attention has been drawn to issues raised in correspondence (details supplied); if he 
has engaged with insurance providers; the way in which he plans to support affected properties; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14732/21]

24/03/2021WRDD04600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
am aware of the general issue raised by the Deputy. The Building Regulations 1997 - 2019 set 
out the legal requirements in Ireland for the construction of new buildings (including houses), 
extensions to existing buildings as well as for material alterations and certain material changes 
of use to existing buildings. Their aim is to provide for the safety and welfare of people in and 
about buildings. The Building Regulations are set out in function terms and are performance 
based – they do not set limitations on the materials.  The associated Technical Guidance Docu-
ments provide technical guidance on how to comply with the regulations in practical terms for 
non-complex buildings.  Where works are carried out in accordance with the relevant techni-
cal guidance, such works are considered to be, prima facie, in compliance with the relevant 
regulation(s), and the associated Technical Guidance.

Following the Grenfell Tower fire, in June 2017, a Fire Safety Task Force was established in 
my Department to examine fire safety in Ireland and to make recommendations.  

As part of the work of the Task Force, fire services were asked to identify buildings in their 
functional areas, in excess of 18m or six storeys in height, fitted with cladding, and to consider 
if use of the power under section 18(6) of the Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003, to require the 
owner to provide a fire safety assessment, was warranted.  

My Department also issued guidance in December, 2017, dealing with fire safety assess-
ment of cladding systems on existing buildings.  The guidance provided detailed information on 
fire safety assessment of cladding systems, and also provided information on interim fire safety 
measures, for implementation in buildings, pending completion of remedial works, where re-
quired.

The guidance is available at: www.gov.ie/en/collection/36040-national-directorate-fire-and-
emergency-management/#fire-safety.

 Finally, responsibility in relation to insurance is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for 
Finance, with the insurance sector being subject to regulation by the Central Bank of Ireland.

However, as I understand it, neither the Minister nor the Central Bank of Ireland can in-
terfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as these matters are of a commercial 
nature, and are determined by insurance companies based on an assessment of the risks they are 
willing to accept.

Insurance Ireland, which is the representative organisation for the insurance sector in Ire-
land, operates a free Insurance Information Service for those who have queries, complaints 
or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance. Insurance Ireland can be contacted at info@
insuranceireland.eu or 01-676-1820.

24/03/2021WRDD04700Heritage Fund

24/03/2021WRDD04800674. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the available grant funding for repair and restoration of church buildings; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14767/21]

24/03/2021WRDD04900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
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(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My Department provides financial support for the protection of 
heritage buildings and historic structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, 
administered by the local authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) 
and the Historic Structures Fund (HSF), both of which accept applications for repair and resto-
ration of church buildings. 

Last year some 450 heritage projects across every county in the country were allocated 
funding from a combined sum of over €4.3m under these schemes and an extra €1m in funding 
was secured for built heritage projects under the July Jobs Stimulus Package 2020, which aimed 
to offset some of the effects of Covid-19. 

The BHIS and HSF for 2021 were launched in November 2020, with a combined allocation 
of €6m, an increase of nearly 40%. The deadline for receipt of applications has closed and I 
will shortly be announcing details of projects to be funded, as public health restrictions allow, 
under both schemes. 

Details of the successful projects will be published on my Department’s website and on lo-
cal authority websites. While applications for the current year have closed, funding of further 
projects may be considered in the event of additional finance being secured. 

In the context of a particular building or historic structure, the best advice is generally to 
contact the Heritage Officer or Architectural Conservation Officer in the local authority who is 
well placed to advise on the various types of funding available to assist with renovation.

24/03/2021WRDD05000Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRDD05100675. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the five most recent significant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities 
of his Department which have required his sanction; the time that elapsed between the initial 
submission of the proposal for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant 
elements making up this period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning 
process; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contrac-
tors; and the way this duration compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset 
of the process. [14781/21]

24/03/2021WRDD05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, covering a broad range of functions 
that are delivered primarily by local authorities and bodies under the aegis of my Depart-
ment.   There is vast range of programmes and schemes, each with its own terms and conditions; 
decision gates and timelines, including adherence to public financial procedures and the Public 
Spending Code, where applicable.   Expenditure on programmes and schemes that are funded 
through the Department’s Vote is sanctioned by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form.  The specific projects under these programmes and schemes are, in turn, approved at 
relevant stages by myself and/or my Officials acting on my behalf.  

Details in relation to specific projects (which are being advanced primarily by local authori-
ties and Irish Water) under my Department’s range of capital programmes as part of Project 
Ireland 2040: National Development Plan 2018-2027 are set out in the Investments Projects 
and Programmes Tracker published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on 
their website at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/6db7c4-investment-projects-
and-programmes-tracker/.

In addition, MyProjectIreland, a new citizen-focused interactive map developed as part of 



Questions - Written Answers

382

Project Ireland 2040 in partnership with Ordnance Survey Ireland, provides details of projects 
around the country.  This is available to be viewed at the following  weblink: www.gov.ie/en/
campaigns/09022006-project-ireland-2040/?referrer=/2040. 

Further detailed information on projects of this nature is a matter for the organisations con-
cerned including procurement, planning matters, and project management. With regard to the 
stages of the project life-cycle which require input or approval from my Department, it should 
be noted that a very high focus is placed on streamlining processes and encouraging parallel 
activity streams where feasible to ensure the best outcome in terms of time, but absolutely en-
suring that the highest standards of review and financial management are adhered to.

In terms of Social Housing, the Construction Status Report is published on a quarterly basis, 
and contains detailed information on the status and scale of the social housing construction pro-
gramme by local authority. The most recent report is available at the following weblink: https://
rebuildingireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Final-Report.pdf.

With respect to water services projects, the prioritisation and progression of individual proj-
ects is a matter for determination by Irish Water.  Irish Water has established a team to deal 
with queries from Oireachtas members on issues arising in relation to its activities.  The team 
may be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 578 578.   
Alternatively, Irish Water provides full details of their projects and plans to improve water and 
wastewater services on their website at the following link: www.water.ie/projects-plans/.

24/03/2021WRDD05300Home Loan Scheme

24/03/2021WRDD05400676. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage further to Parliamentary Question No. 189 of 25 February 2021, his views on whether 
those receiving the carer’s allowance should be excluded from the Rebuilding Ireland home 
loan scheme as secondary applicants if it is not possible to produce an average length of time 
for the allowance; if there could be a mechanism to assess a person receiving the carer’s allow-
ance to see if they are long-term recipients in order to access the Rebuilding Ireland home loan 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14830/21]

24/03/2021WRDD05500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
As part of the eligibiity criteria for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan an applicant must be 
in continuous employment for a minimum of two years, as a primary earner or be in continu-
ous employment for a minimum of one year, as a secondary earner. 

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for each local authority and its Credit Com-
mittee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made in 
accordance with the statutory credit policy that underpins the scheme, in order to ensure con-
sistency of treatment for all applicants and to protect both borrowers and local authorities, as 
lenders, alike.

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is not, as a general rule, available to those in receipt of 
unemployment or other social welfare benefits.  However, where there is a primary income of a 
waged or salaried nature, long term state benefit payments may be considered.  

State benefit payments allowable are: 

- State Pension (Contributory);

- State pension (Non-Contributory);
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- Widow’s / Widower’s Pension;

- Blind Pension;

- Invalidity Pension;

- Disability Allowance.

The long-term nature of the payment must be confirmed by the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection or other relevant Government Department.  Independent confir-
mation is required in such circumstances.

Further information is available on the dedicated Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan website, 
www.rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie.

  Question No. 677 answered with Question No. 596.

  Question No. 678 answered with Question No. 646.

24/03/2021WRDD05800Wildlife Data

24/03/2021WRDD05900679. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if there has been a survey conduction on the deer population; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14911/21]

24/03/2021WRDD06000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): There are three species of deer recorded as occurring in Ireland; 
these are red deer, fallow deer and sika deer. A fourth species, muntjac deer, has been reported 
from the wild on a number of occasions, but my Department does not have evidence that this in-
vasive species of deer has established itself in the wild in Ireland.

Wild deer in the State are protected under the Wildlife Acts but there is an annual Open 
Season during which deer can be legally shot under licence. The Open Season for deer operates 
generally from the beginning of September to the end of February, depending on the species 
and gender of deer.

No national census of deer populations has been carried out to date. However, my Depart-
ment carries out localised annual deer counts on State lands such as National Parks and the 
indications are that all three deer species are increasing in range and numbers.

Although not a direct measure of deer population size, the licence returns from deer hunters 
also provide some indication of wild deer numbers. The number of deer reported shot during 
the hunting season rose steadily from c10,000 in 2000 to over 30,000 in 2010 and this figure has 
increased again in recent seasons, reaching 40,000 for the first time in the 2017/2018 season.

Where appropriate, and depending on the annual count and instances of damage caused by 
deer to habitats, especially woodland, culls may be carried out on State land to ensure that deer 
populations do not reach levels that would have negative ecological consequences.

24/03/2021WRDD06100Wildlife Regulations

24/03/2021WRDD06200680. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of section 42 licences that have been issued in the past year; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [14912/21]

24/03/2021WRDD06300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Ther have been 744 Section 42 licences issued in 2020.

  Question No. 681 answered with Question No. 646.

24/03/2021WRDD06500Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

24/03/2021WRDD06600682. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the criteria for selection of projects under the Urban Regeneration and Development 
Fund; and if there is a detailed weighting and scoring scheme that can be made available for 
those developing potential projects. [14927/21]

24/03/2021WRDD06700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The primary focus of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) capital is on 
supporting projects that will contribute to compact growth and that will improve the liveability 
of our cities and towns.  All proposals for URDF support are assessed in terms of their align-
ment with the intended purpose of the URDF and also their viability before being considered 
for approval.

The second call for proposal under the URDF was launched early last year and a copy of the 
Call 2 circular which sets out the objectives of the Fund together with the application form and 
assessment criteria can be found at the following link:

www.gov.ie/en/publication/908737-how-to-apply-for-the-urban-regeneration-and-develop-
ment-fund/.

24/03/2021WREE00200Pyrite Remediation Programme

24/03/2021WREE00300683. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he is satisfied with the quality of work being conducted under the pyrite remediation 
scheme; the quality guarantee that residents receive for works carried out under the scheme; if 
his attention has been drawn to many or any homes which have had works completed under the 
scheme only to notice cracks, movement and other problems afterwards; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15021/21]

24/03/2021WREE00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establishment of the 
Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be implemented 
by the Board with support from the Housing Agency. 

The provisions of the Act apply only to dwellings affected by significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave consequent on the presence of reactive pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material 
and not to damage arising in any other circumstance, e.g. such as pyrite in concrete blocks.  

The pyrite remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” for affected homeowners who 
have no other practical option to obtain redress and is limited in its application and scope. The 
full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on 
the Board’s website, www.pyriteboard.ie. 

All works under the pyrite remediation scheme are completed, by competent builders, to 
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the requirements of I.S. 398-2:2013 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor hardcore material - Part 2: 
Methodology for Remediation Works, and are overseen by design professionals in accordance 
with the requirements of the Board and the Housing Agency.

Once the Remedial Works are complete, an engineer inspects the dwelling for snags, which 
are then addressed by a contractor. The Scheme Participant is invited to visit and view the 
dwelling both before and after this snag list stage.

Where a dwelling has been remediated under the pyrite remediation scheme, a certificate of 
remediation is provided to the scheme participant in respect of the relevant dwelling.

Post the return of the property, an engineer will assess defects associated with the Remedial 
Works which are notified to the Housing Agency in writing by the Scheme Participant within 
a period of 11 months from the date of the Certificate of Remediation.  The Housing Agency 
agrees to repair any defect which arise, within this period, as a result of the Remedial Works 
only.

Following this period, at the Application Closure stage, there is a further opportunity for the 
Scheme Participant to notify the Housing Agency of any outstanding defects. Such issues will 
be investigated and resolved, where appropriate, in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of the Scheme.

The Board, the Housing Agency and their representatives’ endeavour, at all times to keep 
Scheme Participants informed of progress at every stage of the Pyrite Remediation process.

My Department is in regular contact with the Board and the Housing Agency in relation to 
the implementation of the scheme and is satisfied with the arrangements that are currently in 
place.

It is important to note that, in accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Board is inde-
pendent in the performance of its functions, and as Minister, I have no role in the operational 
matters relating to the implementation of the scheme.  

I would encourage any homeowner with concerns regarding the remediation of their dwell-
ing to fully engage with the Board as early as possible to facilitate the process. The Board may 
be contacted by phone at Lo call 1890 252842 or by email to: info@pyriteboard.ie, or alterna-
tively at: oireachtasinfo@pyriteboard.ie.

24/03/2021WREE00500Repair and Leasing Scheme

24/03/2021WREE00600684. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he has considered revising upwards the terms of the repair and leasing scheme to 
provide a greater incentive to property owners to convert derelict houses into available homes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15075/21]

24/03/2021WREE00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) was developed to assist private property owners and 
local authorities or approved housing bodies (AHBs) to harness the accommodation potential 
that exists in vacant dwellings across Ireland. Subject to the suitability of the dwelling for social 
housing, the cost of the necessary repairs will be met upfront by the local authority or an AHB 
with the cost of the repairs being recovered from the property owner by offsetting it against the 
lease payment.
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At end 2020, a total of 234 dwellings had been brought back into use under the scheme 
across a range of dwelling types, including over the shop properties, former bedsits, city centre 
terraced houses, and one off rural dwellings. Data in relation to dwellings delivered by each lo-
cal authority under RLS are available on my Department’s website at the following link: www.
gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/#repair-and-leasing-scheme-rls.

Given the value of the scheme to local authorities and its role in tackling vacancy, it is a key 
objective to increase delivery under the scheme. Therefore, I increased the RLS funding limit 
of €40,000 to €60,000 for all properties in November 2020. I am confident that the increase in 
the maximum funding available will result in additional output under the scheme, as well as 
having additional benefits in terms of regeneration, employment and investment in local areas. 
The budget allocation for RLS in 2021 is €11 million, targeting the delivery of 170 homes.

24/03/2021WREE00800Water and Sewerage Schemes

24/03/2021WREE00900685. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will sign off on the decommissioning of a group water scheme (details supplied). 
[15081/21]

24/03/2021WREE01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department officials met with the local authority on 18 March 2021 to discuss the options 
for the group water scheme named in the details supplied. 

The local authority will now consider the matter of the scheme further and will revert to my 
Department by 9 April 2021 regarding proposed next steps. 

24/03/2021WREE01100Wildlife Protection

24/03/2021WREE01200686. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the legislative framework adopted in Ireland to implement the objectives of the Birds 
Directive, as set out in 2009/147/EC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15105/21]

24/03/2021WREE01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My Department has responsibility for the implementation of a 
range of national and EU legislation in relation to nature and biodiversity including the EU 
Birds and Habitats Directives. 

The European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (SI 477/2011) 
are the key legislative instrument, transposing both the Birds and Habitats Directives in Ireland. 
Together with the Planning and Development Acts and the Wildlife Acts, they provide the main 
framework for compliance with the Nature Directives in Ireland.

24/03/2021WREE01400Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WREE01500687. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of vehicles owned or leased and operated by his Department and agencies and 
semi-State companies under his remit, broken down by the number of internal combustion en-
gine, ICE, and non-ICE vehicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, 
electric and so on. [15123/21]
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24/03/2021WREE01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The information requested in respect of my Department is being compiled and will be for-
warded to the Deputy in accordance with Standing Orders.

My Department does not maintain the requested information in respect of the State bodies 
under its aegis.  These State bodies may be contacted directly by e-mail by members of the 
Oireachtas, as set out in the table below. 

State Body  Contact E-mail Address
An Bord Pleanála oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie
An Fóram Uisce (the Water Forum) info@nationalwaterforum.ie
Docklands Oversight and Consultative 
Forum

infodocklands@dublincity.ie

Ervia oireachtas@ervia.ie
Gas Networks Ireland oireachtas@ervia.ie
Heritage Council oireachtas@heritagecouncil.ie
Housing Finance Agency oireachtas.enquiries@hfa.ie
Housing and Sustainable Communities 
Agency

publicreps@housingagency.ie

Irish Water oireachtasmembers@water.ie
Land Development Agency oireachtas@lda.ie 
Local Government Management Agency corporate@lgma.ie
National Oversight and Audit Commission info@noac.ie
National Traveller Accommodation Consul-
tative Committee

ntacc@housing.gov.ie

Office of the Planning Regulator oireachtas@opr.ie
Ordnance Survey Ireland Oireachtas@osi.ie
Property Registration Authority reps@prai.ie
Pyrite Resolution Board oireachtasinfo@pyriteboard.ie 
Residential Tenancies Board OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie
Valuation Office oireachtas.enquiries@VALOFF.ie
Valuation Tribunal info@valuationtribunal.ie
Water Advisory Body info@wab.gov.ie
Waterways Ireland ceoffice@waterwaysireland.org

24/03/2021WREE01700Vacant Properties

24/03/2021WREE01800688. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the funding provided to Cork City Council for voids refurbishment in each of the years 
2010 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [15136/21]

24/03/2021WREE01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 2014, Exchequer funding has been provided through my Department’s Voids Programme 
to support local authorities in preparing vacant units for re-letting. This funding was initially 
introduced to tackle long term vacant units and is now increasingly targeted at ensuring mini-
mal turnaround and re-let times for local authority vacant stock. Consequently, the table below 
provides the breakdown by year and funding support provided by my Department to Cork City 
Council since 2014.
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Year Exchequer Funding
2014 €2,872,028
2015 €4,522,819
2016 €6,812,333
2017 €1,485,357
2018 €820,190
2019 €586,109
2020 €5,872,791

Total €22,971,628

The breakdown of funding for the return of vacant units in relation to 2021 will be finalised 
once the 2021 programme is rolled out.

24/03/2021WREE02000Traveller Accommodation

24/03/2021WREE02100689. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he is satisfied that the delivery of housing allocations for the Traveller community 
in County Clare is adequate; if he has followed up with Clare County Council in relation to the 
return of €2.2 million to his Department in unspent funds for Traveller accommodation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15142/21]

24/03/2021WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, 
the role of my Department is to ensure that there are adequate structures and supports in place 
to assist housing authorities in providing accommodation for Travellers, including a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding.

The vast majority of Travellers live in standard housing.  The allocations and recoupment 
profiles for capital funded Traveller accommodation projects are shaped by the local priorities, 
circumstances and project timelines as set out in the Traveller Accommodation Programmes 
(TAPs) prepared by local authorities, in this case Clare County Council, under the Housing 
(Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998.  Funding is recouped to local authorities on eligible 
expenditure incurred under these programmes. Since the beginning of its first TAP in the year 
2000, Clare County Council has recouped some €26.5 million for Traveller accommodation, 

Following a review of the arrangements for the disbursement of funding for the provision 
and related supports of Traveller specific accommodation a new allocation process was imple-
mented for 2020. My Department has ceased the practice of allocating specific budgets to in-
dividual local authorities.  Instead, it is open to all local authorities to apply for and drawdown 
funds at any time throughout the year and this is actively encouraged by my Department.  My 
Department’s capital budget of €14.5m for Traveller-specific Accommodation was drawn down 
in full in 2020.  Officials from my Department will continue to make regular contact with each 
local authority throughout 2021 to support and facilitate the development of effective Traveller 
accommodation projects.

24/03/2021WREE02300Land Issues
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24/03/2021WREE02400690. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage if he will address a matter regarding development on lands (details supplied). 
[15143/21]

24/03/2021WREE02500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The zoning of land for particular uses is an exercise undertaken as 
part of the overall statutory development plan function under sections 9-13 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended). Under this legislation, the decision to zone land for de-
velopment is specifically a reserved function of the elected members of the planning authority, 
in this case Clare County Council, and this includes the zoning of lands for residential develop-
ment in order to meet the identified housing needs of the local authority.  

In preparing the development plan, the consideration and decision on what particular lands 
to zone is therefore taken by the elected members and is required to be consistent with national 
and regional planning policy and legislation, including as identified in the National Planning 
Framework, Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies and Ministerial planning guidelines.

In order to ensure that development can take place on lands that are zoned for development, 
national policy is that planning authorities would identify and zone lands that are serviced, and, 
lands that are considered serviceable within the life of the plan.  It follows that lands that cannot 
be serviced within the life of a development plan, should not be zoned for development.

This is supported by the provision in the planning act that there shall be no presumption that 
any land zoned for development in a development plan shall remain so zoned in any subsequent 
plan.  It is important that zoned land can be developed as intended, as planning authorities must 
ensure that there is sufficient residential land available to meet identified housing needs. 

While I am supportive of measures to facilitate the servicing and development of zoned land 
within the life of the relevant development plan, that may be taken locally and that can meet all 
required planning and environmental standards with the agreement of the relevant agencies, the 
Water Services Acts 2007-2017 set out the arrangements in place for the delivery of water and 
wastewater services by Irish Water. Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibil-
ity for all aspects of water services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and 
local levels and it is not possible to revert such functions on a case-by-case basis.

24/03/2021WREE02600Ministerial Meetings

24/03/2021WREE02700691. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the meetings he has held or correspondence he has had with banks and financial 
institutions in Ireland since assuming office. [15199/21]

24/03/2021WREE02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 provides that the Standards in Public Office Commis-
sion, an independent body, is the Registrar of Lobbying.  The Act is designed to provide infor-
mation to the public about who is lobbying whom about what. It also provides for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a register of persons who carry on lobbying activities and for a code of 
conduct relating to carrying on such activities.  Banks and financial institutions as commercial 
organisations which have more than 10 full time employees must, under the Act, report any en-
gagement with me. Details of any correspondence, contact or meetings with me are published 
on www.lobbying.ie. In addition, details of my engagements and meetings are published on my 
Department’s website at: www.gov.ie/en/collection/5f6f1-ministers-diaries/#minister-darragh-
obriens-diaries.
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Owing to the scope of my remit as Minister, I receive representations from a wide range 
of parties, including public representatives, local and voluntary groups as well as private in-
dividuals and organisations. Thus, a detailed search of a significant volume of records would 
be necessary to identify any correspondence relevant to the Deputy’s question resulting in a 
disproportionate use of time and resources. However, if the Deputy has a specific issue in mind, 
he might forward the details to me and I will respond to him directly.

24/03/2021WREE02900Special Protection Areas

24/03/2021WREE03000692. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the details of the compensatory measures that are available to farmers who have had their 
lands designated as special protection areas under the EU birds directive; the number availing 
of such measures; and the amount of funding provided by her Department for same. [15206/21]

24/03/2021WREE03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Subject to the provisions of regulation 41 of the European Com-
munities (Bird and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, where the Minister refuses to give con-
sent to an activity requiring consent within a special protection area, in accordance with regula-
tion 30 of the regulations, a person (owner or occupier or user) may be eligible to compensation 
of an amount equal to the loss suffered by him/her by the depreciation of an interest in the land 
to which he or she was entitled.

In this context, where a person makes an application for consent and the Minister refuses to 
give consent, he or she may make an application for compensation.

In 2020, the Department made two compensation payments totalling €4,278, arising from 
the refusal of the Minister to give consent to an activity requiring consent within a special pro-
tection area.

My Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service also administers a farm plan scheme. 
This scheme provides payments for voluntary commitments by farmers above and beyond 
statutory requirements. While this is not a compensatory measure, commitments and actions 
undertaken as part of the scheme may occur on designated land.

24/03/2021WREE03200Special Protection Areas

24/03/2021WREE03300693. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the system that is in place to facilitate objections by persons affected by having lands des-
ignated as SPAs in view of the significant impact on land valuations on designated lands; and 
if there is an independent arbitration process available to enable farmers to be recompensed for 
the depreciation in land values. [15208/21]

24/03/2021WREE03400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Ireland, like all Member States, is bound by the requirements of 
the EU Nature Directives. The Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive aim to ensure the pro-
tection of habitats and species which have been selected for conservation within special areas 
of conservation and special protection areas.  The Directives have been transposed into national 
law under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, the Plan-
ning Acts and the Wildlife Acts.

When lands are being proposed for inclusion within a special protection area, identified 
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landowners are notified of the proposed designation and are sent an information pack on the 
relevant site. The information pack explains the scientific reasons for the proposed designation, 
sets out the activities requiring the prior consent of the Minister or of another public authority 
for that site and includes information on how to appeal against the proposed designation. A map 
showing the boundaries and extent of the site is also sent to landowners to help them to deter-
mine whether or not their land is located within the site proposed for designation.  

Notice of the proposed designation is also published in at least one newspaper with circula-
tion covering the area in which the site is located, in one national newspaper and on the website 
of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department. Adverts are broadcast on a radio 
channel generally available in the area in which the site is located and provided for display in 
local Garda stations, local authority offices, public libraries, local offices of the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protec-
tion and offices of Teagasc. 

A three-month period is provided for lodging an appeal against the inclusion of land within 
a site proposed for designation. Initially a Departmental review is undertaken in respect of an 
appeal. Where an appeal is unsuccessful/partly unsuccessful at the Departmental review stage, 
an appeal may be made to the Designated Areas Appeals Advisory Board.  This board is com-
prised of representatives of landowners and of Environmental Non-Governmental Organisa-
tions, under an independent chairperson.

Following an appeal hearing, the board makes a recommendation to the Minister. This rec-
ommendation is based on scientific grounds as to whether the land should be included in the 
site proposed for designation. The recommendation of the Designated Areas Appeals Advisory 
Board may be accepted in full, in part or rejected and the appellant is informed of the decision 
of the Minister.

All deadlines for appeals, against the inclusion of lands within special protection areas, have 
passed. 

Subject to the provisions of regulation 41 of the European Communities (Bird and Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011, where the Minister refuses to give consent to an activity requiring 
consent within a special protection area, in accordance with regulation 30 of the regulations, a 
person (owner or occupier or user) may be eligible to compensation of an amount equal to the 
loss suffered by him/her by the depreciation of an interest in the land to which he or she was 
entitled.

In this context, where a person makes an application for consent and the Minister refuses to 
give consent, he or she may make an application for compensation.

In the event that agreement cannot be reached on the amount of compensation between the 
Minister and the applicant, either party may apply to have the matter determined by an inde-
pendent arbitrator.

24/03/2021WREE03500Water Services

24/03/2021WREE03600694. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of wastewater treatment plants that have an amber or red capacity loading in 
each county; the percentage of water pipes being fixed each year by Irish Water for the past five 
years; the amount Irish Water has spent fixing water pipes in each of the past five years; and 
the percentage of the water produced and number of litres of water that have leaked from water 
pipes in each of the past five years. [15232/21]
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24/03/2021WREE03700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of public water 
services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels.

As part of Budget 2021, I secured funding of over €1.4 billion to support water services. 
This includes €1.3 billion in respect of domestic water services provision by Irish Water. This 
overall investment will deliver significant improvements in our public water and wastewater 
services, support improved water supplies right across Ireland, including rural Ireland, and sup-
port a range of programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and marine 
area.

Irish Water publishes annual reports and financial statements which are comprehensive re-
ports on its activities and developments annually, including information relevant to that sought, 
and are available on its website, www.water.ie/about-us/our-company/annual-reports/. Irish 
Water has also established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from pub-
lic representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by 
telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

24/03/2021WREE03800Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

24/03/2021WREE03900695. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the members of the project assessment board for assessing and allocating funding for the 
urban regeneration and development fund; the process of selection for the board; the qualifica-
tions required for membership; the renumeration provided for each of the positions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15239/21]

24/03/2021WREE04000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
All applications received under Call 2 of the URDF were assessed in terms of their align-
ment with the intended purpose of the URDF programme and also their viability before being 
considered for approval.  As part of this process, and in line with a Government Decision of 
May 2018, the assessment process included consideration by a Project Advisory Board (PAB) 
consisting of relevant Government departments, State agencies and independent experts from 
relevant sectors. 

The composition of the PAB for Call 2 of the URDF is set out in the following table.

Remuneration provided for the three independent expert members, in respect of their time 
spent on preparation for and attendance at meetings, was €450 each per meeting amounting to 
€3,150 for the seven meetings that took place.

Government Department/State Agencies and National and International 
Experts 

Name

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage Lisa Clifford (Chair)
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage Martin Colreavy
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage Colin Ryan
Department of the Environment, Climate Action and Communications John O’Neill
Department of Rural and Community Development Eddie Forsyth
Department of Transport Garret Doocey
Land Development Agency Phelim O’Neill
TU Dublin Environment and Planning, City Campus – Bolton Street Dr Conor Norton
Ireland Strategic Infrastructure Fund Donal Murphy
Project Capital-Cost Appraisal expert Maura Connolly
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Government Department/State Agencies and National and International 
Experts 

Name

Strategic Spatial Planning expert Jim MacKinnon
Urban Development – Design and Placemaking expert Bob Allies

24/03/2021WREE04100Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

24/03/2021WREE04200696. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage the breakdown of funds applied for and subsequently allocated to the urban 
regeneration and development fund by county in each of the years 2018 to 2020, in tabular 
form; when the next round of applications under the fund will open; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15241/21]

24/03/2021WREE04300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There have been two calls for proposals under the URDF.  In 2019, approval in principle to-
gether with provisional funding allocations issued in respect of the 87 projects approved under 
the first call which was launched in 2018. 

The Table below lists the 87 projects approved under Call 1 together with up-to-date provi-
sional URDF funding allocations.  With regard to the difference between the current provisional 
allocations and the URDF support initially sought by applicants at application stage it should 
be noted that in some cases proposals were not sufficiently developed to warrant the allocations 
sought or contained project elements that would not attract URDF support.  In other cases allo-
cations have since been increased beyond what was initially sought in order to respond to more 
refined and updated project budgets. 

A second call for proposals was launched last year, and following a rigorous assessment 
process I have only recently approved a further 45 projects for URDF support.  There are no 
plans at the present time to announce any further calls for proposals under the URDF.

Table - Projects approved under URDF Call 1

 County  Applicant Project URDF support sought 
at application stage

Current Provisional 
Allocation

Carlow Carlow County 
Council

Carlow Town Master Plan 15,579,011.03 580,000

Cavan Cavan County 
Council

Abbeylands Redevelop-
ment -Cavan Town Centre

2,550,000 262,500

Clare Clare County Council The Venue Shannon 8,219,788.00 250,000
Clare Clare County Council Parnell Street and the 

Lanes and Bow-Ways
2,441,276 3,665,339

Clare Clare County Council Barrack Square and 
Old Barrack Street and 
O’Connell Square and 
High Street

2,642,455 189,000

Cork City Cork City Council Beamish and Crawford / 
Grand Parade Quarter

10,382,376 916,000

Cork City Cork City Council Cork City Docklands 57,075,000 450,000
Cork City Port of Cork Tivoli Docks 337,500 1,312,500
Cork City Irish Rail Kent Station Yard (Site 

enabling)
3,750,000 750,000

Cork County Cork County Council Carrigaline Western Relief 
Road

6,150,000 6,400,208

Cork County Cork County Council Midleton Main Street 
Public Improvements

1,921,985.20 1,921,985
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 County  Applicant Project URDF support sought 
at application stage

Current Provisional 
Allocation

Cork County Cork County Council Midleton Permeability 
Package of Proposals

20,600,000 187,500

Cork County Cork County Council Cobh UEA - Public Realm 
- Diaspora Centre

1,402,500 277,500

Cork County Cork County Council Carrigaline Public Realm 112,500 112,500
Cork County Cork County Council Carrigtwohill – Design and 

Planning works
562,500 562,500

Cork County Cork County Council Mallow Town Regenera-
tion

1,480,500 1,480,500

Donegal Donegal County 
Council

Letterkenny 2040 (Public 
Realm and Site Acquisi-
tion)

5,814,075 1,942,536

Dublin City Dublin City Council Santry River Restoration 
Project

9,375,000 750,000

Dublin City Dublin City Council Artists’ Workspaces 4,000,000 200,000
Dublin City Dublin City Council Inchicore - St Michael’s 

Estate & Environs Regen-
eration

150,000 150,000

Dublin City Dublin City Council Rutland Street NEIC 8,969,460 8,969,460
Dublin City Dublin City Council Park West/Cherry Orchard 

Industrial Lands Analysis
150,000 150,000

Dublin City Dublin City Council Naas Road LAP lands 15,350,000 200,000
Dublin City Trinity College 

Dublin
Campus at Grand Canal 
Quay (Public Realm Re-
use)

15,000,000 1,500,000

Dublin City Dept of Culture, Heri-
tage and the Gaeltacht

Redevelopment and repur-
posing of the historically 
significant No. 11 Parnell 
Square

3,862,500 3,862,500

Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council

Stillorgan (Public Realm 
works)

8,700,000 7,658,379

Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council

Dundrum Community, 
Cultural and Civic Action 
Plan

75,000 65,679

Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council

Spatial and Economic 
Action Plan for Dun 
Laoghaire

75,000 75,000

Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council

Cherrywood Public Parks, 
Greenways & Attenuation

13,358,100.80 13,358,102

Dublin County Fingal County 
Council

Balbriggan Planning and 
Design Works

17,159,625 2,125,000

Dublin County Fingal County 
Council

Sustainable Swords 1,125,000 375,000

Dublin County South Dublin County 
Council

Tallaght Town Centre 
(Civic Plaza/Link Road)

21,150,000 31,894,325

Dublin County South Dublin County 
Council

Naas Road/Ballymount 350,000 200,000

Galway City Galway City Council Ardaun Upgrade of Martin 
Roundabout

2,703,473 2,703,000

Galway City Galway City Council Sandy Road Liosbán –  
Funding is to support the 
preparation of a Develop-
ment Feasibility Study 

7,437,000 187,500

Galway City Galway City Council Cycling and Walking – 
Initial funding for new/
upgrade cycleways

19,576,253 2,900,000
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 County  Applicant Project URDF support sought 
at application stage

Current Provisional 
Allocation

Galway City National University 
of Ireland Galway 
(NUIG)

Nuns Island Master Plan-
ning

322,500 236,000

Galway City Galway Harbour 
Company

Regeneration of Galway 
City Inner Harbour

67,037,000 285,000

Kerry Kerry County Council Phase I Tralee Town Cen-
tre - Rock Street, Russell 
Street and Bridge Street

2,256,700 2,606,511

Kerry Kerry County Council Smarter Travel Killarney 
(Link & Public Realm)

2,747,000 1,000,000

Kerry Kerry County Council Áras Phádraig Masterplan 112,500 112,500
Kildare Kildare County 

Council
Naas Library (including 
Public Realm works)

4,445,243 4,445,243

Kildare Kildare County 
Council

Celbridge Southern Relief 
Road & Second Liffey 
Crossing

10,500,000 400,000

Kildare Kildare County 
Council

Newbridge Cultural and 
Civic Quarter

15,097,482.47 492,000

Kildare Kildare County 
Council

Canal Quarter Naas 945,000 195,000

Kilkenny Kilkenny County 
Council

Abbey Quarter (Public 
Realm enabling)

6,154,000 6,154,000

Laois Laois County Council Portlaoise - A Cultural 
Quarter

7,028,640 7,028,640

Laois Laois County Council Portlaoise - A Low Carbon 
Town

2,026,372 2,026,372

Leitrim Leitrim County 
Council

Public Realm Improve-
ment Scheme for the town 
of Carrick on Shannon

6,502,500 6,502,500

Limerick Limerick City & 
County Council

O’Connell Street Urban 
Centre Revitalisation 
Project  

10,500,000 4,500,000

Limerick Limerick City & 
County Council

Digital Collaboration and 
Virtual Reality Centre

4,000,000 937,500

Limerick Limerick City & 
County Council

Worldclass Waterfront 1,312,500 350,000

Limerick Limerick City & 
County Council

Social and Economic 
Model

110,000 110,000

Limerick Limerick City & 
County Council

Living Georgian City 
Programme

5,083,502 1,200,000

Limerick Limerick City & 
County Council

Opera Project (Site en-
abling)

36,775,297 1,839,000

Limerick University of Lim-
erick

Digital District (Inner City 
Digital Hub)

14,938,201 750,000

Longford Longford County 
Council

Longford Connected (Pub-
lic Realm Marketsquare)

2,990,335 2,990,355

Louth Louth County Coun-
cil

Long Walk Quarter 
Dundalk

1,546,588 533,000

Louth Louth County Coun-
cil

Westgate Vision Drogheda 5,353,234 476,000

Mayo Mayo County Council Ballina Innovation Quarter 5,361,004 5,361,004
Mayo Mayo County Council Castlebar Urban Greenway 

Link
1,875,000 1,875,000

Mayo Mayo County Council Castlebar Military Bar-
racks

14,392,500 141,391

Meath Meath County 
Council

Ashbourne Road and Pub-
lic Realm Improvement

11,349,206 6,376,050
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 County  Applicant Project URDF support sought 
at application stage

Current Provisional 
Allocation

Meath Meath County 
Council

Flowerhill Regeneration 
Project

75,000 75,000

Meath Meath County 
Council

Navan Active Land Man-
agement Project

3,675,000 3,683,000

Meath Meath County 
Council

Railway Street Regenera-
tion and County Archive

187,500 187,500

Monaghan Monaghan County 
Council

Dublin Street Regeneration 
Monaghan

11,955,505 1,285,108

Offaly Offaly County 
Council

Tullamore Urban Area 
(Public Realm)

6,500,794 3,000,000

Roscommon Roscommon County 
Council

Public Realm Plan - Mar-
ket Square & Main Street

4,411,326 4,775,075

Roscommon Roscommon County 
Council

Roscommon Town Centre 352,500 350,000

Sligo Sligo County Council Eastern Garavogue Bridge 
& Approach Roads 
Scheme

2,400,000 6,000,000

Sligo Sligo County Council O’Connell Street Enhance-
ment

1,236,035 2,134,332

Sligo Sligo County Council Sligo Cultural Plaza 750,000 750,000
Sligo Sligo County Council Sligo Public Realm 6,193,630 560,000
Tipperary Tipperary County 

Council
Liberty Square Enhance-
ment

4,390,000 5,390,291

 Tipperary Tipperary County 
Council

Clonmel 2030 Transforma-
tional Regeneration 

4,828,865 10,594,961 

Waterford Waterford City & 
County Council

Waterford City and 
Environs - North Quays 
(Infrastructure enabling)

104,500,000 80,618,212

Waterford Waterford City & 
County Council

Tramore Town Centre 2,172,500 2,172,500

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Loughanaskin Masterplan-
ning

2,500,000 750,000

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Canal Avenue & Environs 
Regeneration Project

1,706,250 1,706,250

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Athlone Tourism Cultural 
Quarter

4,500,000 750,000

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Blackhall, Mullingar 3,270,000 2,452,500

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Athlone Town Centre Re-
generation and Enhance-
ment

3,740,000 750,000

Wexford Wexford County 
Council

Trinity Wharf Project 19,018,983 2,028,000

Wicklow Wicklow County 
Council

Bray Public Transport 
Bridge

6,450,000 6,450,000

Wicklow Wicklow County 
Council

Arklow Historic Town 
Core

2,351,013.24 2,351,013

Wicklow Wicklow County 
Council

Wicklow Town - Reloca-
tion and upgrading of the 
library and Fitzwilliam 
square upgrade and street 
improvement.  

3,724,914 4,627,409

Total 731,239,998 300,948,730

  Question No. 697 answered with Question No. 616.
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24/03/2021WREE04500Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

24/03/2021WREE04600698. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will provide a schedule of works and-or projects granted funding under the urban 
regeneration and development fund 2021, by county. [15264/21]

24/03/2021WREE04700732. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the allocations that have been made under the urban regeneration and development fund. 
[15895/21]

24/03/2021WREE04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 698 and 732 together.

The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF), which was launched in 2018 to 
support more compact and sustainable development, is one of four funds established under the 
National Development Plan 2018-2027.

The URDF supported capital programme is applicant led and all applications for URDF 
support are assessed in terms of their alignment with the intended purpose of the URDF pro-
gramme and also their viability before being considered for approval.  

There have been two calls for proposals under the URDF.  In 2019, approval in principle 
together with provisional funding allocations issued in respect of the 87 projects approved un-
der the first call which was launched in 2018.  The second call for proposals was launched last 
year, and following a rigorous assessment process I have recently approved a further 45 projects 
for URDF support.  My Department will soon be in contact with the local authorities involved 
concerning the arrangements and conditions attached to this URDF support.

In this regard, it should be noted that responsibility for the advancement of URDF supported 
projects through the various stages of development and completion is, in the first instance, a 
matter for the relevant successful applicant, the Sponsoring Agency.  Each URDF supported 
project is unique as each addresses location specific issues, and many are of significant scale, 
complexity, and cost.  As is normally the case, such projects must be carefully developed and 
managed by the Sponsoring Agency in accordance with the normal conditions and arrangements 
that apply to public sector managed projects including exercising appropriate cost control and 
delivering each project as approved and in full compliance with the Public Spending Code.

Table 1 lists the 87 projects approved under Call 1 together with provisional URDF funding 
allocations. Table 2 lists the 45 projects recently approved under Call 2 together with provi-
sional URDF funding allocations.

TABLE 1 - Projects Approved under URDF Call 1

County  Applicant  Project Provisional Allocation
Carlow Carlow County Council Carlow Town Master Plan 580,000
Cavan Cavan County Council Abbeylands Redevelopment -Cavan 

Town Centre
262,500

Clare Clare County Council The Venue Shannon 250,000
Clare Clare County Council Parnell Street and the Lanes and 

Bow-Ways
3,665,339

Clare Clare County Council Barrack Square and Old Barrack 
Street and O’Connell Square and 
High Street

189,000
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County  Applicant  Project Provisional Allocation
Cork City Cork City Council Beamish and Crawford / Grand 

Parade Quarter
916,000

Cork City Cork City Council Cork City Docklands 450,000
Cork City Port of Cork Tivoli Docks 1,312,500
Cork City Irish Rail Kent Station Yard (Site enabling) 750,000
Cork County Cork County Council Carrigaline Western Relief Road 6,400,208
Cork County Cork County Council Midleton Main Street Public Im-

provements
1,921,985

Cork County Cork County Council Midleton Permeability Package of 
Proposals

187,500

Cork County Cork County Council Cobh UEA - Public Realm - Dias-
pora Centre

277,500

Cork County Cork County Council Carrigaline Public Realm 112,500
Cork County Cork County Council Carrigtwohill – Design and Planning 

works
562,500

Cork County Cork County Council Mallow Town Regeneration 1,480,500
Donegal Donegal County Council Letterkenny 2040 (Public Realm and 

Site Acquisition)
1,942,536

Dublin City Dublin City Council Santry River Restoration Project 750,000
Dublin City Dublin City Council Artists’ Workspaces 200,000
Dublin City Dublin City Council Inchicore - St Michael’s Estate & 

Environs Regeneration
150,000

Dublin City Dublin City Council Rutland Street NEIC 8,969,460
Dublin City Dublin City Council Park West/Cherry Orchard Industrial 

Lands Analysis
150,000

Dublin City Dublin City Council Naas Road LAP lands 200,000
Dublin City Trinity College Dublin Campus at Grand Canal Quay (Pub-

lic Realm Re-use)
1,500,000

Dublin City Dept of Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht

Redevelopment and repurposing of 
the historically significant No. 11 
Parnell Square

3,862,500

Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council

Stillorgan (Public Realm works) 7,658,379

Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council

Dundrum Community, Cultural and 
Civic Action Plan

65,679

Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council

Spatial and Economic Action Plan 
for Dun Laoghaire

75,000

Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council

Cherrywood Public Parks, Green-
ways & Attenuation

13,358,102

Dublin County Fingal County Council Balbriggan Planning and Design 
Works

2,125,000

Dublin County Fingal County Council Sustainable Swords 375,000
Dublin County South Dublin County 

Council
Tallaght Town Centre (Civic Plaza/
Link Road)

31,894,325

Dublin County South Dublin County 
Council

Naas Road/Ballymount 200,000

Galway City Galway City Council Ardaun Upgrade of Martin Round-
about

2,703,000

Galway City Galway City Council  Sandy Road Liosbán – Funding 
is to support the preparation of a 
Development Feasibility Study 

187,500
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County  Applicant  Project Provisional Allocation
Galway City Galway City Council Cycling and Walking – Initial fund-

ing for new/upgrade cycleways
2,900,000

Galway City National University of 
Ireland Galway (NUIG)

Nuns Island Master Planning 236,000

Galway City Galway Harbour Com-
pany

Regeneration of Galway City Inner 
Harbour

285,000

Kerry Kerry County Council Phase I Tralee Town Centre - Rock 
Street, Russell Street and Bridge 
Street

2,606,511

Kerry Kerry County Council Smarter Travel Killarney (Link & 
Public Realm)

1,000,000

Kerry Kerry County Council Áras Phádraig Masterplan 112,500
Kildare Kildare County Council Naas Library (including Public 

Realm works)
4,445,243

Kildare Kildare County Council Celbridge Southern Relief Road & 
Second Liffey Crossing

400,000

Kildare Kildare County Council Newbridge Cultural and Civic 
Quarter

492,000

Kildare Kildare County Council Canal Quarter Naas 195,000
Kilkenny Kilkenny County Coun-

cil
Abbey Quarter (Public Realm 
enabling)

6,154,000

Laois Laois County Council Portlaoise - A Cultural Quarter 7,028,640
Laois Laois County Council Portlaoise - A Low Carbon Town 2,026,372
Leitrim Leitrim County Council Public Realm Improvement Scheme 

for the town of Carrick on Shannon
6,502,500

Limerick Limerick City & County 
Council

 O’Connell Street Urban Centre 
Revitalisation Project  

4,500,000

Limerick Limerick City & County 
Council

Digital Collaboration and Virtual 
Reality Centre

937,500

Limerick Limerick City & County 
Council

Worldclass Waterfront 350,000

Limerick Limerick City & County 
Council

Social and Economic Model 110,000

Limerick Limerick City & County 
Council

Living Georgian City Programme 1,200,000

Limerick Limerick City & County 
Council

Opera Project (Site enabling) 1,839,000

Limerick University of Limerick Digital District (Inner City Digital 
Hub)

750,000

Longford Longford County Coun-
cil

Longford Connected (Public Realm 
Marketsquare)

2,990,355

Louth Louth County Council Long Walk Quarter Dundalk 533,000
Louth Louth County Council Westgate Vision Drogheda 476,000
Mayo Mayo County Council Ballina Innovation Quarter 5,361,004
Mayo Mayo County Council Castlebar Urban Greenway Link 1,875,000
Mayo Mayo County Council Castlebar Military Barracks 141,391
Meath Meath County Council Ashbourne Road and Public Realm 

Improvement
6,376,050

Meath Meath County Council Flowerhill Regeneration Project 75,000
Meath Meath County Council Navan Active Land Management 

Project
3,683,000
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County  Applicant  Project Provisional Allocation
Meath Meath County Council Railway Street Regeneration and 

County Archive
187,500

Monaghan Monaghan County 
Council

Dublin Street Regeneration 
Monaghan

1,285,108

Offaly Offaly County Council Tullamore Urban Area (Public 
Realm)

3,000,000

Roscommon Roscommon County 
Council

Public Realm Plan - Market Square 
& Main Street

4,775,075

Roscommon Roscommon County 
Council

Roscommon Town Centre 350,000

Sligo Sligo County Council Eastern Garavogue Bridge & Ap-
proach Roads Scheme

6,000,000

Sligo Sligo County Council O’Connell Street Enhancement 2,134,332
Sligo Sligo County Council Sligo Cultural Plaza 750,000
Sligo Sligo County Council Sligo Public Realm 560,000
Tipperary Tipperary County Coun-

cil
Liberty Square 5,390,291

 Tipperary Tipperary County Coun-
cil

Clonmel 2030 Transformational 
Regeneration 

10,594,961 

Waterford Waterford City & County 
Council

Waterford City and Environs - North 
Quays (Infrastructure enabling)

80,618,212

Waterford Waterford City & County 
Council

Tramore Town Centre 2,172,500

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Loughanaskin Masterplanning 750,000

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Canal Avenue & Environs Regenera-
tion Project

1,706,250

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Athlone Tourism Cultural Quarter 750,000

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Blackhall, Mullingar 2,452,500

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Athlone Town Centre Regeneration 
and Enhancement

750,000

Wexford Wexford County Council Trinity Wharf Project 2,028,000
Wicklow Wicklow County Council Bray Public Transport Bridge 6,450,000
Wicklow Wicklow County Council Arklow Historic Town Core 2,351,013
Wicklow Wicklow  County Coun-

cil
Wicklow Town - Relocation and 
upgrading of the library and Fitz-
william square upgrade and street 
improvement.

4,627,409

 Total 300,948,730

TABLE 2 - Projects approved under URDF Call 2

County Applicant Project Provisional Allocation 
Carlow Carlow County Council Public Realm and Pedestrian Linkage 

Project in Carlow Town
9,789,861

Cavan Cavan County Council Abbeylands Regeneration Project 14,493,750
Clare Clare County Council Ennis Town Centre Public Realm 

Regeneration
4,042,771

Cork County Cork County Council Mallow Town Centre Regeneration. 4,706,700
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County Applicant Project Provisional Allocation 
Cork County Cork County Council Passage West - Ringaskiddy - Carri-

galine Harbour Cluster
817,500

Cork City Cork City Council Cork City Docklands 353,407,500
Cork City Cork City Council Grand Parade Quarter 46,050,000
Donegal Donegal County Council Letterkenny 2040 Phase 1: Re-Ener-

gise and Connect the Historic Town 
Centre

13,599,433

Dublin City Dublin City Council North Inner City 121,285,388
Dublin City Dublin City Council South Inner City 53,015,166
Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-

down County Council
Cherrywood Public Access, Perme-
ability and Amenity

40,361,115

Dublin County Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down County Council

Dundrum Community, Cultural and 
Civic Hub

4,000,000

Dublin County Fingal County Council Balbriggan Rejuvenation 25,438,875
Dublin County Fingal County Council Dunsink Feasibility Study - Transpor-

tation and Surface Water Assessments
41,250

Dublin County South Dublin County 
Council

Adamstown SDZ 9,725,000

Dublin County South Dublin County 
Council

Clonburris 176,598,057

Galway County Galway County Council Oranmore Railway Station 9,281,250
Galway City Galway City Council Galway City Council Transport Con-

nectivity Project
40,304,000

Galway City Galway City Council Galway Public Spaces and Streets 
project

8,635,000

Galway City Galway City Council Galway – Innovation and Creativity 
District

4,300,000

Kerry Kerry County Council Destination Killarney 16,068,429
Kerry Kerry County Council Positioning Tralee as a Regional Eco-

nomic Driver and Destination Town
15,936,717

Kildare Kildare County Council Maynooth Town Centre Renewal 1,908,750
Kildare Kildare County Council Naas Town Renewal Masterplan 3,496,374
Kildare Kildare County Council Celbridge to Hazelhatch Link Road 10,237,500
Kilkenny Kilkenny County Coun-

cil
Abbey Quarter Phase 2 Advancement 
Project

11,460,000

Kilkenny Kilkenny County Coun-
cil

Kilkenny City Enhanced Liveability 
Project

6,641,000

Laois Laois County Council Portlaoise - Placemaking for a Low 
Carbon Town

9,000,000

Limerick Limerick City and 
County Council

Living Limerick City Centre Initiative 42,616,690

Limerick Limerick City and 
County Council

Worldclass Waterfront 73,400,000

Longford Longford County Coun-
cil

Camlin Quarter Regeneration 10,440,941

Louth Louth County Council St. Nicholas Quarter and Backlands 
Regeneration

7,487,771

Mayo Mayo County Council Castlebar Historic Core Reactivation 
Initiative

8,527,500

Mayo Mayo County Council Castlebar Military Barracks 2,500,000
Meath Meath County Council Flowerhill 7,661,250
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County Applicant Project Provisional Allocation 
Monaghan Monaghan County 

Council
Dublin Street Regeneration Project 13,113,557

Offaly Offaly County Council Tullamore Urban Regeneration and 
Development 2020

2,245,407

Roscommon Roscommon County 
Council

Roscommon Town 9,198,484

Sligo Sligo County Council Implementation of Sligo City Public 
Realm Plan

19,157,330

Sligo Sligo County Council City Campus - Sligo Cultural and 
Learn Hub

28,683,673

Tipperary Tipperary County Coun-
cil

A Pathway to a Low-Carbon Society: 
A Centre of Excellence for Sustain-
able Energy driving the transforma-
tional urban regeneration of Nenagh 
Town Centre

9,525,000

Waterford Waterford City and 
County Council

Waterford City Centre Regeneration 27,661,564

Westmeath Westmeath County 
Council

Athlone Town Centre Regeneration 
and Enhancement

4,125,000

Wexford Wexford County Council Trinity Wharf 18,485,000
Wicklow Wicklow County Council Bray Harbour Area Integrated Regen-

eration 
7,140,000

Total 1,306,610,553

24/03/2021WREE04900Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

24/03/2021WREE05000699. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the reason funding under the urban regeneration and development fund 2021 has not 
been granted to Kildare County Council in respect of a second bridge in Newbridge, County 
Kildare. [15265/21]

24/03/2021WREE05100711. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the reason a project (details supplied) in County Kildare did not receive funding under the 
recently announced urban regeneration and development fund; if the project will be considered 
under future funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15419/21]

24/03/2021WREE05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 699 and 711 together.

The second call for proposals under the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund was 
launched in January 2020.  A copy of the circular setting out the objectives of the Fund together 
with the application form and assessment criteria have been available on my Departments web-
site since then, and can be found at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/908737-
how-to-apply-for-the-urban-regeneration-and-development-fund/.

The primary focus of Call 2 of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) is 
on supporting projects that will contribute to compact growth and that will improve the live-
ability of our cities and towns.  In total, my Department received 76 project proposals (with a 
total URDF ask in excess of €2bn) with every local authority submitting at least one proposal, 
and all of which required rigorous assessment.

The quality of proposals submitted under Call 2 was generally very high, demonstrating 
the commitment of local authorities to avail of the opportunities provided through the URDF.  
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Most applications were well aligned with the objectives set out in local Regional Spatial and 
Economic Strategies (RSES) and Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans (MASP) where relevant, 
demonstrating local authorities’ evident ambition to effect impactful regeneration and rejuvena-
tion of urban areas and in that context local authorities’ clear understanding of and commitment 
to implementation of the National Planning Framework.

Generally, proposals were deemed suitable for URDF support for the following reasons: 

(i)  Proposal is the right project in the right place, addresses the particular location specific 
requirements and aligns well with the objectives of NPF (City/Regional Drivers);

(ii) Proposal itself is a good response to the core assessment criteria;

(iii) Proposal represents a strategic and integrated approach to Urban Regeneration (has the 
potential to act as a catalyst for wider advancement of the regeneration agenda)

(iv) Proposal represents a viable option for investment (viable, deliverable and sustainable)

Generally, proposals were deemed unsuitable for the following reasons:

(i) Proposal did not respond to core assessment criteria of Fund or the quality of the proposal 
was low; 

(ii) Proposal was a routine standalone capital project more related to other capital funding 
sources available by another Department or Agency; 

(iii) Proposal did not demonstrate value for money or was not considered deliverable or 
sustainable in the context of the URDF programme. 

The proposal in question was one of four submitted by Kildare County Council under Call 2 
of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund.  While this proposal was unsuccessful, the 
Council was very successful in securing €15,642,624 in URDF support which has been provi-
sionally approved in respect of its other three proposals.

A copy of the detailed assessment of this project will soon be provided to Kildare County 
Council following which my officials will be available to engage with Council officials to pro-
vide any further feedback/information required.

24/03/2021WREE05300Road Network

24/03/2021WREE05400700. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the date on which the works on the second bridge linking Celbridge to Hazelhatch, 
County Kildare, will commence; the status of the design detail of the bridge; and if he engaged 
the National Transport Authority on the granting of funding. [15266/21]

24/03/2021WREE05500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) was launched in 2018 to support 
more compact and sustainable development.  The URDF is one of four funds established under 
the National Development Plan 2018-2027 and the Department of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage has responsibility for its implementation.

The Fund is providing part-funding for applicant led projects that will enable a greater pro-
portion of residential and mixed-use development to be delivered within the existing built-up 
footprints of our cities and large towns, while also ensuring that more parts of our urban areas 
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can become attractive and vibrant places in which people choose to live and work, as well as to 
invest and to visit.

The URDF, as a key activator of the National Planning Framework (NPF) and Project Ire-
land 2040, is supporting a programme of significant transformational capital projects that will 
contribute to the regeneration and rejuvenation of Ireland’s five cities and other large towns, in 
line with the objectives of the NPF and PI2040. 

All applications for URDF support are assessed in terms of their alignment with the intended 
purpose of the URDF programme and also their viability before being considered for approval.  

With regard to the approved proposal in question, Kildare County Council’s proposal for 
the Celbridge to Hazelhatch Link Road, the recently announced provisional allocation of 
€10,237,500 for this project under Call 2 of the URDF is to support substantive capital works 
subsequent to a related planning and design project that was allocated support of €400,000 
under Call 1.  This means that to date a total of €10,637,500 in URDF funding has been provi-
sionally allocated to this project. 

In the coming weeks, my Department will issue a formal approval in principle letter in 
respect of this successful proposal to Kildare County Council, which will set out the arrange-
ments and conditions attached to URDF support.

While my Department works closely with the successful applicants in respect of project 
funding, responsibility for the advancement of URDF supported projects through the various 
stages of planning, development and completion is, in the first instance, a matter for the Spon-
soring Agency, in this case Kildare County Council. 

In this regard, it should be noted that all URDF supported projects must be carefully devel-
oped and managed by the Sponsoring Agency in accordance with the normal conditions and 
arrangements that apply to public sector managed projects including, exercising appropriate 
cost control and delivering projects as approved, and in full compliance with the Public Spend-
ing Code.

24/03/2021WREE05600Private Rented Accommodation

24/03/2021WREE05700701. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of inspections of private residential tenancies in County Cork in each of the 
years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021, by local electoral area in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15305/21]

24/03/2021WREE05800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Strategy for the Rental Sector set out a series of measures to be introduced to ensure the 
quality of private rental accommodation by strengthening the applicable standards and improv-
ing the inspection and enforcement systems. 

The Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2019 specify requirements in re-
lation to a range of matters, such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, 
natural light and the safety of gas, oil and electrical supply.

All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties comply with these 
regulations and responsibility for the enforcement of the Regulations rests with the relevant 
local authority.
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The Rental Strategy recognises the need for additional resources to be provided to local 
authorities to aid increased inspections of properties and ensure greater compliance with the 
Regulations. Provision was made for €2.5 million to be made available to local authorities in 
2018, increasing to €4.5 million in 2019 with corresponding inspection rate targets of 10% and 
15% respectively. This has enabled local authorities to build inspection capacity incrementally. 
Significant progress was made across the sector. The number of inspections more than doubled 
from 19,645 in 2017 to 40,998 in 2019.

The 2020 inspection rate target was 20% and €6 million of Exchequer funding was made 
available to local authorities. An increased budget of €10 million has been approved to facili-
tate a targeted inspection rate of 25% in 2021. However pandemic restrictions have severely 
impacted on both inspections and enforcement activity since March 2020. 

In response to the pandemic some local authorities have been piloting virtual inspections. 
Dublin City Council have led this initiative, which entails landlords receiving a checklist for 
self-assessment and being required to submit photographic/video evidence by email, tenants 
being invited to raise any non-compliance issues they are aware of and the Council reserving 
the right to conduct a physical on-site inspection when it is safe to do so. 

While virtual inspection systems present certain challenges and limitations, they do offer a 
way of improving the standard of rental accommodation despite the pandemic. My Department 
is encouraging local authorities not involved in the pilots to consider adopting them and provid-
ing Exchequer funding to those that do. Cork County Council joined the pilot in January and 
Cork City Council are currently considering participation.

Annual data in respect of the level of inspections carried out by each local authority are 
available on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/publication/da3fe-private-housing-
market-statistics/.

The information requested is not available in the precise format sought. Data in respect 
of the number of inspections carried out in 2018, 2019 and 2020 by both Cork City and Cork 
County Councils are, for convenience, set out in the table below. 

Local Authority 2018  2019 2020 
Cork City Council  698  1,042   488
Cork County Coun-
cil

 898  1,410   611

Inspection data are collected on a quarterly basis and Q1 2021 data are not yet available. 

The Deputy will be aware that the Cork council boundaries changed on 31 May 2019. As a 
result any direct comparisons of year on year performance for the two councils would need to 
be cognisant of this fact.

24/03/2021WREE05900Housing Data

24/03/2021WREE06000702. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the average period of time it takes for public housing projects to go from initial design 
stage funding to completion, by local authority in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15306/21]

24/03/2021WREE06100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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The Programme for Government commits to increasing the supply of public, social, and afford-
able homes, supported with funding of €3.3 billion in Budget 2021.  In progressing this major 
construction programme it is important to pursue timely delivery while at the same time, local 
authorities and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) must also ensure value for money in line 
with the Government’s Public Spending Code.

For public housing construction projects, the period of time from initial design to comple-
tion varies greatly depending on many factors including:

-  Scale of development (number of housing units)

-  Type of development (apartment blocks, housing estates, mixed)

-  Contract type (design/build, traditional)

-  Construction methodology (modular/off-site construction, traditional)

-  Site conditions and accessibility (e.g. city centre brownfield sites generally have longer 
construction contract programmes)

There is also a range of delivery programmes utilised by local authorities and AHBs to de-
liver new public housing, with different timelines and funding arrangements.  For traditional 
public housing developments greater than €6m in value, local authorities work to a pre-con-
struction programme of 59 weeks from initial approval to starting on site. This time period 
compares favourably with the delivery of private housing and it includes all local authority 
activities such as:

-  Initial Design

-  Professional services tendering (for design and project management)

-  Public Consultations

-  Statutory approvals including Part 8 process, Fire Safety, etc.

-  Detailed design and costing development

-  Tender documentation preparation

-  Tendering

-  Tender reports and contract award

The 59 week timeline includes 15 weeks for Department funding assessments and approv-
als, some of which occur in parallel with local authority activities. 

Local authorities and AHBs can also use a Design & Build approach or the ‘Volumetric 
Framework’ established by Dublin City Council which can shorten their lead-in time to start 
on site due, for example, to Design & Build projects using off-site modular construction meth-
odologies.  For housing developments up to €6m, a process for a Single-Stage assessment and 
approval by my Department is available to the local authorities. 

Local authorities and AHBs also deliver public housing via turnkey contracts with private 
developers where the delivery times can vary significantly depending on factors such as wheth-
er a project has planning permission and whether design work is already complete.

My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on a quarterly basis 
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on all social housing delivery activity. This is published on the statistics page of my Depart-
ment’s website, at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-
provision/.  These data are complete to the end of Q4 2020.

To provide transparency on the new social housing projects being advanced, my Depart-
ment publishes a Social Housing Construction Status Report each quarter with details of all 
social housing developments completed or under construction in each local authority area. The 
report for 2020 is available at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-
obrien-publishes-2020-social-housing-statistics/. These quarterly reports provide details of the 
social housing construction schemes completed, under construction or in the pre-construction 
for all local authority areas. I am keen to ensure that local authorities are proactive in adding 
to this pipeline and, working with the Approved Housing Bodies, in advancing their existing 
projects as speedily as possible. 

The quarterly publication of the Social Housing Construction Status Report can also give 
Councillors and public representatives the opportunity to work with the local authority officials 
to press the advancement of these social housing delivery projects.

  Question No. 703 answered with Question No. 619.

24/03/2021WREE06300Housing Assistance Payment

24/03/2021WREE06400704. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the position regarding the recipients of HAP in each local authority; if they are deemed to 
be housed once in receipt of HAP; if they are taken off the local authority housing list once in 
receipt of HAP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15308/21]

24/03/2021WREE06500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) HAP is a form of social housing support for people 
who have a long-term housing need. In order for a household to qualify for HAP, they must 
first be assessed as eligible for social housing support by their local authority. Any household 
assessed as eligible for social housing is immediately eligible for HAP and those households 
must source their own accommodation in the private rental sector. 

As HAP is a social housing support, households in receipt of HAP are not eligible to remain 
on the main housing waiting list. However, acknowledging that some households on the wait-
ing list, who avail of HAP, have expectations that they would receive a more traditional form of 
social housing support, recipients can avail of a move to other forms of social housing through 
a transfer list.

The practical operation of transfer lists is a matter for each local authority to manage, on the 
basis of their own scheme of letting priorities. The number of persons on the housing transfer 
list is also a matter for each individual local authority.

HAP continues to be an effective and secure form of social housing support, and remains 
a significant part of the suite of social housing options currently available across the country.

24/03/2021WREE06600Private Rented Accommodation

24/03/2021WREE06700705. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if eviction proceedings can advance in relation to tenants who have not paid rent since before 
the period of Covid-19 restrictions; if special arrangements have been made to assist landlords 
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in cases in which tenants have made no effort to contribute to rental agreements, have ignored 
orders to vacate and are in effect squatting; and if he has considered introducing financial sup-
ports for landlords in such circumstances. [15352/21]

24/03/2021WREE06800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies Act 2020 was enacted and came into operation on 24 October 2020. 
The Act aims to mitigate the impact of Covid-19 on tenants and to support the Government’s 
efforts to restrict the movement of people in order to suppress the spread of this virus.

The Act modifies the operation of the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2020 to prevent any 
notices of termination served by landlords, in all but limited cases such as anti-social behav-
iour, from taking effect in geographical locations and during periods specified by the Minister 
for Health in Regulations made by him under section 31A of the Health Act 1947 in respect of 
which a restriction applies on the movement of people outside a 5 km radius of their place of 
residence. These tenancy protections also apply during the 10 days directly following the period 
specified by the Minister for Health in the aforementioned Regulations.

Once the Minister for Health makes regulations restricting movement outside a 5 km radius 
of one’s place of residence, the moratorium on evictions taking place takes effect under the 
Residential Tenancies Act 2020.

A moratorium on evictions taking place is currently in operation throughout the country 
from 31 December 2020 to 15 April 2021, with limited exceptions. The provisions of the Resi-
dential Tenancies Act 2020 have been reinstated on foot of the 5km restrictions on people’s 
movements under the following regulations:

-  the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) Regula-
tions 2020 (S.I. No. 701 of 2020);

-  the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Regulations 2021 – (S.I. No. 29 of 2021); and 

- the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) (Amend-
ment) (No. 3) Regulations 2021 - (S.I. No. 95 of 2021).

Tenants are required to continue to observe the normal terms and conditions of their lease 
including paying rent to their landlord during the COVID-19 emergency period and, in the 
event of tenants having difficulty doing so, they are encouraged to engage with their landlords 
at the earliest opportunity.  They should also engage with the Money Advice and Budgeting 
Service (www. MABS.ie) and the Department of Social Protection (D/SP) as income supports 
such as Rent Supplement are available to assist them.  Further information on these supports 
can be found by calling the D/SP Income Support Helpline for Covid-19 on 1890 800 024 or 
by visiting the D/SP website at: www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-social-protection/.

Section 4 of the Residential Tenancies Act 2020 provides that where a valid termination 
notice was served before the commencement of an emergency period under that Act (i.e. before 
31 December 2020, in the context of the current emergency period), and the notice period has 
expired by that date but the tenant remains in occupation, he or she is entitled to remain in occu-
pation during the emergency period and for 10 days following the expiry of the emergency pe-
riod (i.e. up to and including 15 April 2021), subject to any further extension to the emergency 
period in line with any extension to the 5 km travel restriction under Section 31A Health Regu-
lations. The usual terms and conditions of the tenancy apply during such a period of occupation. 

On 9 March 2021, the Government approved the publication of the Residential Tenancies 
Bill 2021 with a view to early enactment before 13 April 2021. Section 2 of this Bill provides 
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that the Residential Tenancies Act 2020 does not protect tenants in breach of their obligation to 
pay rent. 

Part 3 (Residential Tenancies) of the Planning and Development, and Residential Tenancies, 
Act 2020 (the PDRTA) was enacted on 19 December 2020 to provide for temporary modifica-
tions to the operation of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 to provide, subject to certain condi-
tions, that during the period from 11 January to 12 April 2021 a 90 day (rather than the usual 28 
days) termination notice period applies, where a tenant is in rent arrears due to Covid-19 and 
is at risk of losing their tenancy. The earliest termination date allowed in such circumstances 
is 13 April 2021. Rent increases are also prohibited for relevant tenancies until 13 April 2021, 
with no back-dating allowed. These protections are designed to better balance the legal rights 
of landlords and tenant; a guidance document on the PDRTA is available on the RTB’s website 
- www.rtb.ie.

The protections under the PDRTA do not apply to a tenant who owed an amount of rent equal 
to 5 or more months’ rent on 10 January 2021.  The PDRTA provides for a number of scenarios, 
set out at the weblink below - in which a landlord can make a declaration to the Residential Ten-
ancies Board (RTB) and to the tenant with the effect that the PDRTA protections cease to apply 
in respect of the tenant - www.rtb.ie/emergency-measures-ended-new-protections-introduced-
for-the-rental-sector/latest-rent-arrears-procedures-requirements-and-protections. 

Section 1 of the Residential Tenancies Bill 2021 proposes to extend the application of the 
PDRTA protections until 12 July 2021.

24/03/2021WREE06900Hedge Cutting

24/03/2021WREE07000706. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of exemptions in relation to the ban on hedge cutting during nesting season 
applied for and granted by each local authority in 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and 
the reason for the exemption in each case. [15353/21]

24/03/2021WREE07100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The dates for the cutting of hedges are set down in primary legislation.  Section 40 of the Wild-
life Acts Act prohibits the cutting of vegetation, with certain strict exemptions, from 1 March 
to 31 August.  

There is provision in the legislation for certain exemptions in respect of cutting vegetation 
in the ordinary course of agriculture or forestry, for health and safety reasons, the destruction of 
noxious weeds and for cutting roadside hedges for road safety reasons. I do not have informa-
tion on the extent to which public bodies may have used any such exemptions.

24/03/2021WREE07200Water Services

24/03/2021WREE07300707. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of grants paid for the upgrade of private wastewater systems and septic tanks 
in each year since the scheme’s inception in 2013, by county; the expenditure in each year, by 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15368/21]

24/03/2021WREE07400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The tables below set out the number of grants and the amounts recouped by my Department 
for the upgrade of domestic waste water systems by local authority each year since 2013. No 
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recoupments were made by my Department in 2013. 

2014 2015 2016

Local authority No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped €

No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped €

No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped € 

Clare 7 21,270.53 3 10,500.00 

Cork 6 10,098.98 12 27,132.56 

Donegal 6 15,281.26 

Fingal 1 2,951.20 

Galway 4 15,300.06 8 28,912.20 2 6,744.00 

Kerry 4 9,359.06 5 16,542.38 

Kildare 2 8,000.00 

Laois 1 4,000.00 

Leitrim 1 2,500.00 

Limerick 4 14,500.00 6 17,661.60 5 17,238.72 

Longford 1 4,000.00 2 6,500.00 

Louth 1 4,000.00 

Mayo 6 23,818.60 7 19,538.56 

Meath 9 30,476.00 4 12,536.20 11 41,000.00 

Monaghan 5 17,053.00 4 12,837.00 

Offaly 4 12,126.51 

Roscommon 1 4,000.00 12 40,251.28 4 16,000.00 

Sligo 3 11,161.75 6 22,106.00 4 8,821.74 

Tipperary 4 9,741.25 3 10,290.78 

Waterford 2 4,903.20 

Westmeath 1 2,896.20 1 150.00 1 3,690.89 

Wexford 5 8,482.45 8 12,760.00 

Totals 29 98,575.26 85 256,558.87 72 211,999.83 

2017 2018 2019

Local authority No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped € 

No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped €

No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped €

Cavan 1 2,370.95 1 8,000.00 1 2,500.00 

Clare 4 11,700.00 3 9,954.40 3 12,000.00 

Cork 3 6,276.34 6 15,385.59 3 3,404.52 

Donegal 45 125,987.50 

Dublin Sth 1 4,000.00 

Galway 9 26,199.44 6 22,500.00 11 35,772.87 

Kerry 3 9,581.18 3 6,526.39 7 22,119.46 

Kildare 1 4,000.00 3 9,000.00 3 8,089.00 

Kilkenny 1 4,000.00 

Laois 3 9,448.00 1 4,000.00 

Leitrim 1 1,203.10 4 14,500.00 

Limerick 2 6,500.00 8 28,250.00 4 14,931.86 

Longford 1 4,000.00 2 6,500.00 

Mayo 12 36,923.14 10 31,501.20 21 67,786.64 

Meath 8 29,000.00 5 30,500.00 16 58,560.49 

Monaghan 6 20,448.60 1 2,500.00 

Offaly 2 8,000.00 

Roscommon 7 25,000.00 4 15,296.00 4 16,000.00 

Sligo 1 4,000.00 1 4,000.00 1 1,788.76 

Tipperary 1 4,000.00 2 6,500.00 2 8,000.00 

Waterford 3 4,488.00 

Westmeath 3 6,354.77 2 7,861.08 

Wexford 6 17,822.63 17 58,078.50 23 69,297.11 

Wicklow 1 6,500.00 2 7,632.00 
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2017 2018 2019

Local authority No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped € 

No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped €

No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped €

Totals 62 199,321.68 83 289,498.55 160 497,719.29 

2020 2021 (up to 
22/3/2021)

Local authority No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped €

No. of Grants 
Recouped

Amount Re-
couped €

Carlow 1 4,584.49 
Cork 2 5,395.01 
Donegal 6 14,519.85 
Dublin Sth 1 4,000.00 
Galway 8 24,036.18 
Kerry 6 23,860.56 1 4,000.00 
Kildare 3 10,000.00 
Kilkenny 1 4,000.00 
Laois 1 4,630.80 
Limerick 4 13,000.00 
Longford 3 9,989.83 
Mayo 19 62,634.75 19 75,326.27 
Meath 21 80,822.45 
Offaly 1 3,810.76 
Roscommon 6 26,323.75 
Sligo 2 5,469.80 
Tipperary 1 4,000.00 
Westmeath 3 8,607.93 
Wexford 23 79,296.57 
Totals 112 388,982.73 20 79,326.27 

24/03/20224/03/2021WRFF00200Water Services

24/03/2021WRFF00300708. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of villages and towns in Ireland that do not have municipal wastewater systems 
by county; the steps he plans to take to deal with this issue; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15369/21]

24/03/2021WRFF00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department does not compile information in the manner sought in the question. However, 
the issue of wastewater infrastructure in villages/settlements not serviced by Irish Water is a 
matter my Department is considering.  I have instructed the relevant officials in my Department 
to prepare a report on this topic at national level. This will include a baseline survey of all rural 
local authorities to establish the numbers, size, national distribution and other environmental 
impacts for villages/settlements that do not have waste water collection and treatment infra-
structure provided by Irish Water. I will be in a position to provide further update once I have 
received this report.

24/03/2021WRFF00500Water Services
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24/03/2021WRFF00600709. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the estimated number of individual houses served by private wastewater systems by 
county; the action being taken to ensure that these are not a cause of pollution; the number of 
inspections carried out on them in each year since 2013; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15370/21]

24/03/2021WRFF00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The number of individual houses served by domestic waste water treatment systems can be 
found in the 2016 Census reports available at www.cso.ie/en/census/census2016reports/.

Under the Water Services Acts 2007 (as amended) and 2012 (Domestic Waste Water Treat-
ment Systems) Regulations 2012, the owner of a domestic waste water treatment system is 
responsible for its maintenance and renewal and shall ensure that its parts and components are 
fit for purpose, operational where appropriate and kept in good order and repair so as to prevent 
a risk to human health or environment. 

Section 70K of the Water Services Act 2007 (as amended) requires the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) to prepare a national inspection plan with regard to the inspection and 
monitoring of domestic waste water treatment systems, and authorises the water authorities to 
implement the plan including arranging for inspections.  

My Department provides financial support to eligible homeowners towards the remedia-
tion, repair, or upgrading works to, or replacement of, domestic waste water treatment systems 
where an Advisory Notice has issued on foot of an inspection under the EPA’s National Inspec-
tion Plan.  

Furthermore, to support the attainment of water quality objectives in “prioritised areas for 
action and “high status objective catchment areas” as identified in the River Basin Management 
Plan for Ireland 2018-2021, financial support is available to eligible homeowners towards the 
remediation, repair, or upgrading works to, or replacement of, domestic waste water treatment 
systems.

The EPA publishes an annual report on inspections and enforcement and details on the num-
ber of inspections carried out can be found on the EPA’s website at the following link: https://
www.epa.ie/water/wastewater/nip/.

24/03/2021WRFF00800Local Authority Staff

24/03/2021WRFF00900710. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the senior social work post will be filled in Kilkenny local authorities (details 
supplied). [15375/21]

24/03/2021WRFF01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible for 
the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authority for which he or she is responsible.

  Question No. 711 answered with Question No. 699.

24/03/2021WRFF01200Water Pollution

24/03/2021WRFF01300712. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
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tage if his Department has received reports in recent years regarding the discovery of taprogge 
balls on Dollymount beach, Clontarf and on other Irish beaches which originated from the 
Hartlepool nuclear power station; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that these taprogge 
balls have become imbedded in sand dunes; if measures will be taken to prevent this problem 
occurring in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15459/21]

24/03/2021WRFF01400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has not received any report of taprogge balls found on Dollymount beach, 
Clontarf or other Irish beaches in recent years although it is aware of the reports that appeared 
in the press last weekend. These reports indicated that the individual who found them reported 
the matter to the relevant local authority and the Environmental Protection Agency.  This is the 
correct thing to do if you find items on the beach and are concerned they may be harmful to hu-
man health or the environment.

My Department leads the implementation of a  programme of measures, as required by the 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), to maintain or achieve good environmental 
status in our marine environment across a range of criteria, including marine litter.  It incorpo-
rates waste and litter control measures, education and awareness raising measures, and coastal 
clean up actions. A formal review of Ireland’s MSFD Programme of Measures will be com-
menced later this year.

24/03/2021WRFF01500Tourism Industry

24/03/2021WRFF01600713. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans to engage with local authorities on the reduction or removal of the so-called 
sunshine tax for hospitality businesses. [15472/21]

24/03/2021WRFF01700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): This question relates to the licensing of street furniture and other ap-
pliances on public roads and footpaths as provided for under section 254 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended (the Act), and the supplementary Planning and Develop-
ment Regulations 2001, as amended (the Regulations).  Article 201 of the Regulations outlines 
the various apparatus and structures that come under the ambit of the section 254 provisions 
and includes the provision of tables and chairs outside a hotel, restaurant, public house, or other 
establishment where food is sold for consumption on the premises. The licence fee payable to 
the relevant local authority for the provision of such apparatus on public roads and footpaths is 
set out in Part 1(h) of Schedule 12 of the Regulations at €125 per table.

In light of the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the hospitality and restaurant sector, my 
Department is engaging with the County and City Management Association (CCMA) regard-
ing the application of the street furniture licensing fees in 2021.  This is being considered in 
the context of general support for business activity in urban centres, once current restrictions 
are eased while also having regard to relevant public health, health and safety and other related 
protocols.

24/03/2021WRFF01800Building Regulations

24/03/2021WRFF01900714. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the proposed timeline for the construction defects working group; if funding will be made 
available for low-cost loans for construction defects; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15498/21]
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24/03/2021WRFF02000723. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the working group on latent defects; the membership of the group; the terms 
of reference of same; the number of meetings held to date; if he expects the group to conclude 
its work by June 2021; and if he expects its recommendations to inform measures to support 
homeowners living with latent defects in budget 2022. [15668/21]

24/03/2021WRFF02100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 714 and 723 together.

The Programme for Government sets out a number of commitments in respect of the im-
portant policy area of building defects and provides for an examination of defects in housing, 
having regard to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing report, 
“Safe as Houses”.

In this regard, my Department is actively engaging with key stakeholders and I have had 
several meetings with stakeholder representative groups on this matter over recent months. 
My Department is currently working to finalise the structures to examine the issue of defects 
in housing in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government. 

I recently appointed Mr Seamus Neely, former Chief Executive of Donegal County Council, 
to the position of Chair to the independent working group. The Chair will oversee the effective 
implementation of the group’s terms of reference which are currently being finalised.

In addition, I brought a Memorandum for the Information of the Government to Cabinet 
recently to note the establishment of a working group with the appropriate expertise to examine 
the issue of defects in housing. The membership of the working group includes representa-
tives, with relevant expertise and experience, from Engineers Ireland, the Royal Institute of 
the Architects of Ireland, the Society of Chartered Surveyors of Ireland, the Public Sector, the 
Local Authority Sector, the Legal Sector, the Department of Finance, Construction Defects Al-
liance and Apartment Owners Network. It is intended to hold the inaugural plenary working 
group meeting later this month.

In regard to the working group’s deliberations, the group will seek to engage with a range 
of interested parties, including homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product 
manufacturers, building professionals and industry stakeholders, among others to examine the 
issue of defects in housing and report to me on the matter.

24/03/2021WRFF02200Home Loan Scheme

24/03/2021WRFF02300715. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the funding mechanisms available for low-cost loans for multi-unit development older 
builds, that is, pre-1980; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15499/21]

24/03/2021WRFF02400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
This Department operates the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, which is targeted at first time 
buyers who wish to own their own home, have access to an adequate deposit and have the 
capacity to repay a mortgage, but who are unable to access a mortgage sufficient for them to 
purchase their first home. 

To be eligible for a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan you must:

-  be a first-time buyer;
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-  be aged between 18 and 70 years;

-  be in continuous employment for a minimum of two years, as the primary earner or be in 
continuous employment for a minimum of one year, as a secondary earner

-  have an annual gross income of not more than €50,000 as a single applicant or not more 
than €75,000 combined as joint applicants;

With a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan you can borrow up to 90% of the market value of a 
residential property. Maximum market values of the property that can be purchased or self-built 
are:

-  €320,000 in the counties Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath and Wicklow, 

and

-  €250,000 in the rest of the country.

This limits the amount that can be borrowed to no more than €288,000 in the counties Cork, 
Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath and Wicklow and no more than €225,000 in the rest of 
the country.

Eligibility is subject to submission of a complete Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan applica-
tion form and confirmation by your local authority. 

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its cred-
it committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.   

Further information on the scheme is available on the dedicated website www.rebuildingire-
landhomeloan.ie.

Applicants may use the scheme for properties which are not new build so there is nothing 
preventing someone from using the scheme to purchase older builds once the property meets 
the scheme’s criteria.

24/03/2021WRFF02500Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

24/03/2021WRFF02600716. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage when the assessment of the application from Louth County Council to his Department 
for funding for the Drogheda port access northern cross route under the urban regeneration and 
development fund was completed by the project assessment board; the marks awarded by the 
board; if there was a further review or oversight by officials in his Department subsequently 
until the date of the public announcement of the outcome of this application; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15520/21]

24/03/2021WRFF02700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The primary focus of Call 2 of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) is 
on supporting projects that will contribute to compact growth and that will improve the live-
ability of our cities and towns.  In total, my Department received 76 project proposals (with a 
total URDF ask in excess of €2bn) with every local authority submitting at least one proposal.  
Because of the nature of the URDF programme, many proposals were of significant scale, cost 
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and complexity, and so each required detailed consideration.  All applications were assessed in 
terms of their alignment with the intended purpose of the URDF and also their viability before 
being considered for approval.    

The assessment process involved four distinct parts: -

-  An initial assessment of all proposals carried out by my Department was provided to a 
Project Advisory Board (PAB) comprised of civil servants, specialists in the various relevant 
sectoral areas and representatives from other interested Government Departments/Agencies.  

-  The PAB considered each proposal in terms of the set URDF assessment criteria and 
made recommendations on suitability for consideration for URDF support. 

-  The PAB recommendations were reviewed by a sub-group of the Department’s Manage-
ment Board. 

-  Final recommendations were submitted for my consideration.

A copy of the detailed assessment of the unsuccessful proposal for the Port Access North-
ern Cross Route has been provided to the applicant, Louth County Council.  My officials are 
available to engage with Council officials to provide any feedback/information required on the 
assessment of this proposal.

24/03/2021WRFF02800Departmental Funding

24/03/2021WRFF02900717. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his views on a matter in relation to a funding and delivery solution for public sector projects 
raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15535/21]

24/03/2021WRFF03000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
understand that following direct correspondence to my Department a meeting is taking place 
between Departmental officials and the company on 25 March.

24/03/2021WRFF03100Turf Cutting

24/03/2021WRFF03200718. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will provide reassurance to owners of private turf banks and those with turbary rights 
that they will be permitted to continue to cut turf; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15545/21]

24/03/2021WRFF03300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Ireland, like all EU Member States, is bound by the requirements 
of the Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive. These Directives aim to ensure the protec-
tion of habitats and species which have been selected for conservation within special areas of 
conservation and special protection areas. Ireland’s approach is to recognise the traditional right 
to cut turf for domestic purposes, while balancing this with our obligations under the Habitats 
Directive. This balanced approach is based on a respect for and understanding of that tradition 
and has been carefully nurtured to build trust and work with stakeholders to save the natural 
heritage of Ireland’s bogs. 

In that context, the National Peatlands Strategy recognises that domestic turf cutters have a 
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traditional right to cut turf for their own use and that this right is balanced with the conservation 
objectives for designated bogs and the legal obligations on the State.

24/03/2021WRFF03400Wildlife Conservation

24/03/2021WRFF03500719. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the actions being taken to preserve rare bird species including the corncrake, curlew, red 
grouse and grey partridge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15551/21]

24/03/2021WRFF03600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My Department is responsible for the implementation of the 
Wildlife Acts and the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, 
both of which underpin the legislative and policy framework for the protection and conserva-
tion of our natural heritage. In particular, the 2011 Regulations transpose two key pieces of EU 
nature legislation: the Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive.

Under Article 12 of the Birds Directive, Member States are required to report to the EU Com-
mission on the implementation of national provisions taken under this Directive. In 2019, as 
part of this reporting obligation, Ireland submitted 209 season specific assessments, including 
assessments for all of Ireland’s regularly occurring breeding species and a large proportion of 
those species’ populations that occur here during the non-breeding period. 

A range of conservation measures have been put in place in an attempt to halt and reverse 
population declines for threatened bird species. The following examples are targeted at particu-
lar bird species but are likely have positive benefits for other species and habitats.

The Corncrake LIFE project is a five year EU LIFE funded project which aims to improve 
the conservation status of corncrake through enhancement of the SPA network and surrounding 
farmland.  Initially delayed due to COVID-19, the project is now operational in counties Mayo, 
Galway and Donegal. My Department continues to operate a Corncrake Grant Scheme, now in 
tandem with the new LIFE project, to promote meadow management that benefits corncrakes. 

The NPWS Curlew Conservation Programme continues to bolster conservation efforts for 
threatened breeding Curlew, with teams undertaking habitat management and community en-
gagement in core areas. Further innovations for Curlew conservation are being developed by 
the Curlew Project, one of the  European Innovation Partnership (EIP) projects funded by the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Another EIP project, the Sustainable Uplands 
Agri-environment Scheme (SUAS) is a pilot project which aims to address the agricultural, en-
vironmental and socioeconomic issues associated with upland farming in the Wicklow/Dublin 
uplands. Its work on uplands management includes actions which will benefit the Red Grouse. 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) in my Department manage Nature Re-
serves such as in the Slieve Blooms to target upland species including the grouse.

The NPWS operate a Farm Plan Scheme that supports landowners to deliver actions that 
benefit habitats and species in biodiversity areas of European and Irish importance. This in-
cludes conservation measures on priority farmland areas to benefit breeding waders, Chough, 
threatened passerines such as Whinchat, and various wintering geese and swans. A significant 
funding increase in 2021 means the Scheme can be expanded from around 100 to 300 farm 
plans and I launched a call for applications to the Scheme last Friday. 

The NPWS liaise with DAFM for the design and targeting of more widespread national 
agri-environment measures on farmland, which includes measures for: Curlew; breeding wad-
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ers more generally; wintering geese and swans; and threatened species including  Twite, Grey 
Partridge and Hen Harrier.

NPWS also run a Grey Partridge conservation programme based primarily at Boora, Co. 
Offaly, which also delivers benefits for breeding Lapwing and other ground-nesting birds such 
as Skylark. 

24/03/2021WRFF03700Departmental Bodies

24/03/2021WRFF03800720. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to establish a body to replace the Wildlife Advisory Council; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15552/21]

24/03/2021WRFF03900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The legal basis for the Wildlife Advisory Council was contained 
in the Wildlife Act 1976. The relevant section, Section 13 (Wildlife Advisory Council), of the 
Act was repealed by Section 4 of the Heritage Act 1995.  The Wildlife Advisory Council Order, 
1978 (S.I No.79 of 1978) made under Section 13 then ceased to have effect on repeal of the 
section.

The Heritage Act 1995 established the Heritage Council and following its establishment, 
references to the Wildlife Advisory Council, as well as the National Monuments Advisory 
Council and the Historic Monuments Council, in any enactment or instrument made thereunder 
shall, where appropriate, be construed as references to the Council.

The functions of the Heritage Council include the proposal of policies and priorities for 
the identification, protection, preservation and enhancement of the national heritage, including 
monuments, archaeological objects, heritage objects, architectural heritage, flora, fauna, wild-
life habitats, landscapes, seascapes, wrecks, geology, heritage gardens and parks and inland 
waterways.

I have no plans at this time to establish another body to carry out these functions.

24/03/2021WRFF04000Wildlife Protection

24/03/2021WRFF04100721. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when the wildlife crime unit will be established; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15553/21]

24/03/2021WRFF04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): While exact plans for the establishment of the unit have not been 
published I envisage that this will happen over the summer.

24/03/2021WRFF04300Rental Sector

24/03/2021WRFF04400722. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will examine a rent increase in the case of a person (details supplied); and the options 
available. [15557/21]

24/03/2021WRFF04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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Under the HAP scheme, tenants source their own accommodation in the private rented market. 
The accommodation sourced by tenants should be within the prescribed maximum HAP rent 
limits, which are based on household size and the rental market within the area concerned.

Each local authority has statutory discretion to agree to a HAP payment up to 20% above 
the prescribed maximum rent limit to secure appropriate accommodation for a household that 
requires it, or up to 50% in the case of homeless households in the Dublin region.  It is a matter 
for the local authority to determine, on a case by case basis, whether, and to what extent, the 
application of the flexibility is warranted. 

While there is no legislative provision precluding HAP supported households contributing 
towards the monthly rent required by the landlord, local authorities have a responsibility to 
ensure that tenancies are sustainable and that households in HAP are in a position to meet the 
rental costs involved.

All households in receipt of HAP pay a differential rent based on the rent scheme set by the 
relevant local authority. The right of local authorities to set and collect rents on their dwellings 
is set out in section 58 of the Housing Act 1966. The making or amending of such schemes is 
an executive function and is subject to broad principles laid down by my Department including 
that; the rent payable should be related to income and a smaller proportion of income should be 
required from low income households; and that provision should be included for the acceptance 
of a lower rent than that required under the terms of the scheme in exceptional cases where pay-
ment of the normal rent would give rise to hardship. 

Local discretion and flexibility are inherent in the devolved function of administering rent 
schemes.  Decisions regarding the increase or decrease in the rent charged to tenants of local 
authorities are matters for individual local authorities in accordance with the relevant differen-
tial rent scheme.

In relation to the case raised, the day-to-day operation of the HAP scheme is a matter for the 
relevant local authority and I am precluded by legislation from becoming involved in individual 
cases.

  Question No. 723 answered with Question No. 714.

24/03/2021WRFF04700Traveller Accommodation

24/03/2021WRFF04800724. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the implementation of the recommendations of the Expert Group on Traveller 
Accommodation providing a specific update on each recommendation; and if he plans to bring 
forward legislation to address the issues of Part 8 planning applications and section 183 land 
disposals as recommended by the group. [15669/21]

24/03/2021WRFF04900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): On the matter of the recommendations in the Traveller Accommoda-
tion Expert Review Report, there are 32 recommendations which can be broken down into 4 
categories which are aimed at: 

-  addressing research deficiencies, including how information is gathered and used; 

-  removing any potential delays and obstacles in the planning system in terms of delivery; 

-  increasing resources and delivery capacity; and
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-  strengthening governance arrangements.

The recommendations have been categorised  into  separate streams reflecting recommen-
dations that can be completed within my Department, recommendations that require the assis-
tance of other Government Departments and Agencies and recommendations that will require 
the commission of further independent research.

Prior to the establishment of a Programme Board to drive implementation of recommenda-
tions from the expert group Report, my Department has been progressing a  number of recom-
mendations and consulting with and reporting on progress to the National Traveller Accommo-
dation Consultative Committee. For example, a review has been concluded of the arrangements 
for the disbursement of funding for the provision and refurbishment of Traveller specific ac-
commodation and a new process implemented for the 2020 allocation of funding. 

The Programme Board has now been established and it will meet shortly to agree terms of 
reference and its work programme.

24/03/2021WRFF05000Rental Sector

24/03/2021WRFF05100725. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the rights envisaged in relation to the section in the Programme for Government on long-
term letting rights for tenants; and when they will be in place. [15692/21]

24/03/2021WRFF05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government - ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to improve the security of ten-
ure for tenants, through legislating for tenancies of indefinite duration, increasing Residential 
Tenancies Board enforcement and examining incentives for long-term leasing. 

Proposals for further amendments to the Residential Tenancies Acts are currently being 
developed, for inclusion in the General Scheme of the Housing and Residential Tenancies Bill 
which is expected to be submitted for Government approval in the coming months for approval 
to proceed to legal drafting. It is expected that the Bill will be enacted by the end of 2021. Long-
term letting rights for tenants are being considered in this context.

  Questions Nos. 726 to 729, inclusive, answered with Question No. 605.

24/03/2021WRFF05700Housing Assistance Payment

24/03/2021WRFF05800730. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage further to Parliamentary Question No. 73 of 11 March 2021, if he will address matters 
(details supplied) regarding HAP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15724/21]

24/03/2021WRFF05900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Tenants in the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme are required to sign a rent contribu-
tion agreement to pay a weekly rental contribution to the relevant local authority, in line with 
the local authority’s differential rent scheme. As set out in the rent contribution agreement, 
this weekly rental contribution must be paid by them so that they remain eligible for the HAP 
scheme. 

HAP tenants in arrears should contact their local authority and the HAP Shared Services 
Centre (SSC).  HAP SSC manage the collection of all HAP tenant’s differential rents and fol-
low a clear communication policy if rental arrears issues arise.  The HAPSSC policy includes 
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regular and early written communication with tenants, landlords and the relevant local author-
ity. 

HAP SSC will discuss all options that are available, one of which includes a payment plan, 
to ensure the continuation of their HAP support.   In the vast majority of cases a payment plan 
to deal with the arrears is agreed between the tenant and the local authority / HAPSSC, before 
there is any necessity to advise the landlord.  

During the period of Covid restrictions all possible steps have been taken to protect those 
households in HAP tenancies and ensure landlords continue to be paid under the scheme, in-
cluding extended time frames introduced into the Debt Management Process to assist HAP ten-
ants in clearing their arrears over a longer period of time.

24/03/2021WRFF06000Building Regulations

24/03/2021WRFF06100731. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the steps his Department has taken or the assistance that is available to those residents of apart-
ment complexes who have experienced issues with their balconies only to discover that redress 
from the builder or developer is statute-barred and they have to foot enormous costs personally 
through their management companies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15750/21]

24/03/2021WRFF06200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the very stressful circumstances which owners and resi-
dents face when their homes are affected by construction defects. 

In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties in-
volved, the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, structural 
guarantee or warranty scheme. 

Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2020 primary responsibility for compliance of 
works with the requirements of the Building Regulations, rests with the owners, designers and 
builders of buildings. 

Enforcement of the Building Regulations is a matter for the 31 local building control au-
thorities who have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under the Acts and who are 
independent in the use of their statutory powers, subject to a statute of limitation of 5 years from 
the date of completion of the building or the construction works.

Under the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011, which is under the remit of the Minister for 
Justice, the owner management company must establish a scheme for annual service charges 
and a sinking fund for spending on refurbishment, improvement or maintenance of a non-
recurring nature of the multi-unit development.

The Programme for Government sets out a number of commitments in respect of the im-
portant policy area of building defects and provides for an examination of defects in housing, 
having regard to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing report, 
“Safe as Houses”.

In this regard, my Department is actively engaging with key stakeholders and I have had 
several meetings with stakeholder representative groups on this matter over recent months. 
My Department is currently working to finalise the structures to examine the issue of defects 
in housing in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government. 
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Separately, in regard to the specific issue of balcony defects, under Sections 2 and 3 of the 
Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964, a local authority has powers in relation to dan-
gerous structures. 

I would encourage anyone who has concerns with regard to the structural safety of their 
property to engage the services of a construction professional without delay. It is also advisable 
to bring any safety concerns to the attention of the relevant local authority, who can provide 
information and advice in the matter.

  Question No. 732 answered with Question No. 698.

       Question No. 733 answered with Question No. 605.

24/03/2021WRGG00300Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRGG00400734. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the steps he is taking to ensure that the consultation for the National Housing Strategy for 
Persons with Disabilities 2022-2027 is accessible to persons with no Internet access, persons 
who have difficulties using technology and persons with visual impairments; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15927/21]

24/03/2021WRGG00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The consultation for the development of a  new housing  Strategy 
for  people with disabilities was launched in a number of formats on the 6th of March 2021 so 
as to provide the maximum possible levels of accessibility.  The Housing Agency website con-
tains all versions of the survey, which are available until the 16th of April 2021. These can be 
accessed at www.housingagency.ie/NHSPD-Survey or by clicking on the banner advert on the 
homepage of the Housing Agency website.

The survey, in Easy Read, Plain English or Irish format, is available as an online question-
naire through Survey Monkey, as an editable word version (which when completed can be re-
turned to the Housing Agency via email) or as a Printable PDF version (which when completed 
can be returned to the Housing Agency by post). The survey is compatible with all text-to-voice 
software and a short video is also available on the website which explains the purpose of the 
survey and runs through each question. There is also an option to call the Housing Agency and 
have a PDF version in the required format posted out to a home address. 

In addition to the above, members of the Advisory Group for the development of the new 
Strategy and the Housing Subgroup, who are tasked with delivery of the existing Strategy, have 
been asked to raise awareness of the launch of the consultation and the various options avail-
able to access the survey, amongst their organisations and with their service users. These groups 
include representatives from organisations of disabled people, organisations for people with a 
disability, service providers, Approved Housing Bodies, local authorities, the HSE and various 
Government Departments and agencies including the National Disability Authority.  

Similarly, Housing and Disability Steering Groups, across each local authority, have been 
asked to circulate the advertisement with the link or a printed version of the questionnaire to 
their members.  I have asked the Housing Agency to ensure that those with significant acces-
sibility issues are targeted through its communication with all stakeholder groups.  

An additional national advertising campaign is planned for the next two weeks that will di-
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rect people to the dedicated landing page on the Housing Agency’s website. A contact number 
will also be provided to allow for a copy of the questionnaire to be posted out to anyone who 
would prefer to complete the questionnaire in hard copy. 

24/03/2021WRGG00600Local Authority Housing

24/03/2021WRGG00700735. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the policy with regard to the criteria for inclusion on the housing list of a local author-
ity in particular with regard to the right to housing of young persons both generally and those 
with disabilities who are involuntarily sharing the family home; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15967/21]

24/03/2021WRGG00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): It 
is open to anyone to apply for social housing support, applications for which are assessed by 
the relevant local authority, in accordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in sec-
tion 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing 
Assessment Regulations 2011, as amended.

If a household meets the eligibility and need criteria, it qualifies for the suite of social hous-
ing supports, including HAP, and is placed on the housing list to be considered for the allocation 
of suitable tenancies in accordance with the authority’s allocation scheme. 

All local authorities have Housing and Disability Steering Groups which have been estab-
lished under the National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability 2011-2016 (extended 
to 2021). The role of the Steering Group in each City/County area is to develop specific local 
strategies to meet the identified and emerging housing needs of people with disabilities, includ-
ing mental health, in their areas with a view to developing annual targets for the delivery of 
housing to people with a disability on their housing waiting lists.  All local authorities have put 
in place their Strategic Plans for a five-year period and these may be consulted on the website 
of the local authority concerned.

24/03/2021WRGG00900Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRGG01000736. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the total Covid-19-related spend in 2020 by his Department, agency and budget line 
item; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16276/21]

24/03/2021WRGG01100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department supports a wide range of programmes and schemes, delivered by a number of 
stakeholders including the 31 local authorities. 

The onset of the Covid-19 pandemic required a whole of Government approach that was 
flexible, adaptive and responsive to the changing situation.  For the most part, my Department 
utilised its existing Voted budget and ensured that the correct and targeted resources were de-
ployed, at the correct time, to areas under severe pressure as a result of the pandemic.  In certain 
cases, additional funding was required for specific areas including:

Commercial rates waiver

Commercial rates are a significant element of local authority income and, importantly, are 
the primary source of general purpose funding, from which local authorities fund payroll, debt 
repayment and, crucially, match funding or own-resource contributions to central programmes 
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and initiatives to support local economic activity and development. Commercial rates are based 
on the valuation applied to the premises of the business concerned.

In response to the issues faced by rate payers due to COVID-19, a Commercial Rates Waiv-
er of €600m for eligible businesses was allocated to cover the 6 month period from March to 
September 2020. 

In Budget 2021, the Government announced an extension of the waiver for the final quarter 
of the year (until end of December 2020) at an additional cost of €300m. In total, some €900m  
was allocated by Government to fund the cost of this waiver for nine months to the end of De-
cember, for eligible businesses. This unprecedented measure provided support to businesses 
and certainty to our local authorities

July Stimulus

Additional funding was provided as part of the Government’s July Jobs Stimulus to help 
reignite the economy following the impact of COVID-19. This included: 

-  €43m for Irish Water Leakage Reduction Programme and capital maintenance works-  this 
was enhanced with a further €44m announced during Budget 2021; 

-  €40m for refurbishing vacant social housing units and returning them to productive use; 
and 

-  €8.5m for investment in the Heritage area, including to upgrade and enhance recreational 
and visitor facilities at National Parks, Heritage Sites and Nature Reserves.

Increased provision for Homelessness 

Additional funding of €60m for Homelessness services was provided in the Supplementary 
Estimate 2020. A critical focus of 2020 activity was on preventing homelessness in the first in-
stance while also reducing the number of individuals and families experiencing homelessness. 
Ensuring the protection of households experiencing homelessness during COVID-19 has been 
a priority.  This funding allowed for additional accommodation to be put in place to ensure the 
necessary social distancing in emergency accommodation and the provision of accommodation 
to allow for the self-isolation of individuals when required.

24/03/2021WRGG01200Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRGG01300737. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the payment options available for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by his Department; 
and if there are plans to provide further online payment facilities. [16296/21]

24/03/2021WRGG01400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department operates a very limited range of services for which charges are levied directly 
on members of the public or businesses.  Some examples include Met Éireann services, Fore-
shore and other licences, and land rents in the National Parks.   My Department accepts the 
full range of standard payment options for these charges including Electronic Funds Transfers 
(EFT), cheques, postal orders, debit/credit card payment, etc.  The vast majority of payments 
are made using EFT.  

There are currently no plans to provide further online payment facilities given the relatively 
low level of transactions undertaken in my Department.  However, we continue to keep this 
under review.
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24/03/2021WRGG01500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGG01600738. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the countries and compa-
nies that have joined up with the Covid-19 Technology Access Pool to date. [15761/21]

24/03/2021WRGG01700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): Ireland 
is fully supporting efforts by the international community to ensure fair and equitable access to 
vaccines, and other COVID-related technologies.  

Consideration of C-TAP touches on stakeholder relationships managed by other Govern-
ment Departments, including the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Depart-
ment of Health and Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and 
Science. 

An up to date list of countries and companies that have endorsed the C-TAP Solidarity Call 
to Action (and therefore signalled their willingness to participate in C-TAP) is available on the 
C-TAP website, available at the following link: www.who.int/initiatives/covid-19-technology-
access-pool/endorsements-of-the-solidarity-call-to-action.

24/03/2021WRGG01800Passport Applications

24/03/2021WRGG01900739. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport application 
applied for in January 2021 will be processed for a person (details supplied) in order that they 
can receive their Australian visa as soon as possible. [16221/21]

24/03/2021WRGG02000749. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason a person (de-
tails supplied) must wait so long to have their passport processed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14204/21]

24/03/2021WRGG02100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
739 and 749 together.

In line with Government guidance that at Level 5 of the National Framework on Living with 
COVID-19 only essential work should take place, the Passport Service continues to provide a 
high-quality essential service in line with Government measures to reduce social contact and 
combat the spread of COVID-19. 

This essential service is available for those who are required to travel due to the death or 
serious illness of a family member or meet the criteria for a reasonable excuse for non-essential 
travel as defined in the recent amendment to the Health Act 1947, which came into effect on 1 
February 2021. Supporting documentation will be required for such cases.  In order to facilitate 
the return of travel documents which may have been submitted in support of a passport applica-
tion, all documents will be registered so that they can be returned for emergency travel or for 
non-essential travel with a reasonable excuse. 

Applicants who require a passport for emergency purposes, or for non-essential travel with a 
reasonable excuse, should contact the Passport Service via our Customer Service Hub Webchat 
function on our website.

Irish citizens who are resident overseas should make contact through the local Irish Em-
bassy or Consulate General.

With regard to the specific application about which the Deputy has inquired, an official from 
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the Passport Service was in contact with the applicant on 18 March to provide an update on the 
status of the passport application.

24/03/2021WRGG02200Human Rights

24/03/2021WRGG02300740. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Ireland is obliged to no-
tify the Council of Europe that it has derogated from the EU Convention on Human Rights with 
respect to certain obligations under Articles 8 and 11 of the Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Articles 1 and 2 of Protocol to the Convention for 
the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and Article 2 of Protocol No. 4 to 
the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms following the 
introduction of Covid-19 restrictions; and if his attention has been drawn to the fact that Latvia 
(details supplied) has already notified the Council of Europe of similar derogations. [13817/21]

24/03/2021WRGG02400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Article 15 of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights provides for derogation from certain provisions of the Convention in 
times of emergency. 

A party may take measures derogating from its obligations under the Convention in time of 
war or other public emergency threatening the life of the nation, to the extent strictly required 
by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with its 
other obligations under international law. 

No derogation is permitted from Article 2 (the right to life) except in certain limited cir-
cumstances, or from Articles 3 (prohibition of torture), Article 4 § 1 (prohibition of slavery and 
servitude), or Article 7 (no punishment without law) of the Convention.

A party that avails of the right of derogation must keep the Secretary General of the Council 
of Europe fully informed of the measures which it has taken and the reasons for such measures. 
The Secretary General must also be informed when such measures have ceased to operate such 
that the provisions of the Convention are again being fully implemented.

Where a party to the Convention exercises the right of derogation, the other parties are 
duly informed by the Secretariat General of the Council of Europe. My Department has been 
informed by the Council of Europe of the exercise of the right of derogation by a number of 
parties to the Convention arising from measures adopted in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and of the withdrawal of derogations by certain parties. An up-to-date list of derogations under 
the Convention is maintained by the Treaty Office of the Council of Europe and is available on 
its website. 

Ireland has not availed of the right of derogation under Article 15 of the Convention in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and consequently has not been obliged to notify the Sec-
retary General of the Council of Europe of any such derogation.

24/03/2021WRGG02500Departmental Meetings

24/03/2021WRGG02600741. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the dates of meet-
ings of his Department’s committee on human rights from 2016 to date in tabular form; the 
members of the committee; the terms of reference of the committee; the agendas and minutes 
of all meetings from 2016 to date; the reason this information is no longer accessible on his 
Department’s website; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13900/21]
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24/03/2021WRGG02700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In line with current guidance on 
Freedom of Information, the Department of Foreign Affairs prioritises the routine publication 
of information most frequently requested by the public. The minutes of the DFA Committee 
on Human Rights are circulated to all the organisations represented at the Committee and ad-
ditional requests for this information have not been received in the recent past. The  agendas 
and minutes of the meetings between 2016 and 2020 are attached together with the Terms of 
Reference and current membership of the Committee.  The next meeting of the Committee will 
take place virtually on 22 April 2021. I can confirm that the Department will resume publishing 
of the minutes on the DFA website.

The Department of Foreign Affairs hosted eleven meetings of the DFA Committee on Hu-
man Rights from 2016 to 2020 on the following dates:

Year
2016 8th April   
2016 24th October   
2016 12th December   
2017 27 January   
2017 26th May   
2018 5th September   
2018 12th November   
2019 5th February   
2019 29th April   
2019 16th October   
2020 22nd July   

24/03/2021WRGG02800Passport Applications

24/03/2021WRGG02900742. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position re-
garding the operation of the Passport Office during Covid-19; the length of time persons are 
expected to wait with all their personal documentation before their application is processed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [13957/21]

24/03/2021WRGG03000746. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when the embargo on 
processing passports will be lifted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14074/21]

24/03/2021WRGG03100747. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the way in which he 
plans to address the backlog of processing applications for passports in which same are required 
for essential travel and official purposes. [14126/21]

24/03/2021WRGG03200751. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when the Passport Office 
will reopen; and the reason online applications cannot be processed at this time. [14562/21]

24/03/2021WRGG03300768. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the date the online re-
newal service for passports will resume; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15110/21]

24/03/2021WRGG03400769. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the estimated length of 
the backlog for passport applications and passport renewal applications due to the closure of the 
online renewal service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15111/21]

24/03/2021WRGG03500771. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to deal 
with the backlog in passport applications when restrictions are eased; if the Passport Office be 
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provided with additional resources; when consulates abroad will begin contacting applicants 
again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15144/21]

24/03/2021WRGG03600773. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason staff at the 
Passport Office are not deemed essential workers; the number of passport applications currently 
awaiting processing; if he will seek to have a full staff rota returned to the Passport Office; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15294/21]

24/03/2021WRGG03700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
742, 746, 747, 751, 768, 769, 771 and 773 together.

In line with Government guidance that, at Level 5 of the National Framework on Living 
with COVID-19 only essential work should take place, the Passport Service continues to pro-
vide a high quality essential service in line with Government measures to reduce social contact 
and combat the spread of COVID-19.

This essential service is available for those who are required to travel due to the death or 
serious illness of a family member or meet the criteria for a reasonable excuse for non-essential 
travel as defined in the recent amendment to the Health Act 1947, which came into effect on 1 
February 2021. Supporting documentation will be required in such cases.  In order to facilitate 
the return of travel documents which may have been submitted in support of a passport applica-
tion, all documents will be registered so that they can be returned for emergency travel or for 
non-essential travel with a reasonable excuse. 

Applicants who require a passport for emergency purposes, or for non-essential travel with a 
reasonable excuse, should contact the Passport Service via our Customer Service Hub Webchat 
function on our website.

Irish citizens who are resident overseas should make contact through the local Irish Em-
bassy or Consulate General.

At present, there are approximately 71,300 Passport Online applications in the system. 
There are currently approximately 4,200 paper based applications in the system. 

The Passport Service has a comprehensive plan in place to resume all services, in line with 
the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. When operations resume at Level 4, all 
applications received via Passport Online will be processed. The Passport Service is confident, 
taking into account measures to ensure a safe workplace, that any Passport Online backlog can 
be cleared in six to eight weeks.

The Passport Service plans to resume processing of routine paper based applications such as 
Passport Express, Northern Ireland Passport Express and applications for Foreign Birth Regis-
trations at Level 3 of the framework.

24/03/2021WRGG03800Foreign Policy

24/03/2021WRGG03900743. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the military 
coup in Myanmar; the representations he and the relevant ambassadors have made to the au-
thorities in Myanmar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13995/21]

24/03/2021WRGG04000781. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the action he is tak-
ing either in his own right or as a member of the United Nations Security Council to uphold 
democracy in Myanmar and to condemn the military coup; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [15785/21]

24/03/2021WRGG04100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
743 and 781 together.

I strongly condemn the coup carried out by the Myanmar military. The coup is a reversal 
of the progress made towards democracy and rule of law in Myanmar that has taken years to 
establish, and does nothing to tackle the public health, security or economic issues faced by the 
people of Myanmar.

I am appalled by the escalating and systematic use of force on peaceful protesters by the 
Myanmar military, resulting in the death of so many peaceful protesters and the critical injury 
of so many more. 

I have called upon the Myanmar military to demonstrate restraint, respect the freedoms of 
expression, association, and assembly, to restore unimpeded access to telecommunications and 
to uphold human rights and the rule of law. I have also called for the immediate release of politi-
cal detainees and for the reinstatement of the legitimate civilian government.

In support of sanctions against the perpetrators of the coup and the economic entities that 
support them, I endorsed the strong and comprehensive approach set out in the Council Conclu-
sions agreed at the European Union Foreign Affairs Council on February 22. My Department 
is currently working with the EU to establish a package of measures that work to restore the 
democratic path in Myanmar and do not negatively affect developmental gains or exacerbate 
the humanitarian situation. These include sanctions targeted at the perpetrators of the coup.

Ireland continues to engage in discussions on Myanmar at the UN Security Council. I wel-
come that the Security Council took united positions following two closed consultations as this 
sends a strong message to the Myanmar military. The crisis remains on the Council’s agenda 
and we continue to follow developments closely. 

My Department has also voiced our concern at the Special Session and the 46th Session of 
the Human Rights Council. I welcome the unanimous resolution agreed by the Special Session 
of the Human Rights Council; this consensus is a significant and positive signal of accord on 
this issue within the international community.

I emphasise the importance of a united response to this crisis, in particular, we need to 
recognise the importance of engaging partners in the region to ensure an effective, appropri-
ate, and sustainable outcome to the crisis. Through the UN and our Embassy network, we are 
encouraging those who have influence on the military leadership, including countries within 
the region, to use it to find a political solution to the crisis and protect the human rights of the 
Myanmar people.

24/03/2021WRGG04200Overseas Development Aid

24/03/2021WRGG04300744. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if it is policy to post-
pone the achievement of the UN target for 0.7% of GNP for ODA until 2030; if he will set out 
the increase proposed for each year of this decade; if the target can be achieved earlier; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14005/21]

24/03/2021WRGG04400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): The 
Government is committed to achieving the UN Official Development Assistance target of 0.7% 
of GNI by 2030, as set out in A Better World, Ireland’s International Development policy, and 
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re-iterated in the Programme for Government. It is important that we do so in a responsible way. 
Ireland’s development programme has a strong global reputation and our ambition to meet this 
important target must not see ODA quantity come at the cost of its quality.

Our ODA allocation has increased in real terms for the last seven consecutive years, and has 
held constant as a proportion of GNI since 2015. My Department is currently reviewing and 
building systems that will enable our development programme to grow further, including as a 
proportion of GNI, in a sustainable way. 

We have charted out an indicative pathway to 0.7% previously and I am happy to share it 
here again. The particular figures will change, of course, as we better understand the conse-
quences of the pandemic on our economy. 

Year ODA Level € Million Expected ODA/GNI % Target   
2021 868 0.32% 
2022 960 0.35% 
2023 1050 0.37% 
2024 1180 0.40% 
2025 1360 0.45% 
2026 1560 0.50% 
2027 1820 0.57% 
2028 2050 0.62% 
2029 2250 0.66% 
2030 2500 0.70% 

24/03/2021WRGG04500Passport Applications

24/03/2021WRGG04600745. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of persons 
who have applied for a passport which has not yet been processed. [14060/21]

24/03/2021WRGG04700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): At present, there are approxi-
mately 71,300 Passport Online applications in the system. When operations resume at Level 4, 
all applications received via Passport Online will be processed. The Passport Service is confi-
dent, taking into account measures to ensure a safe workplace, that any Passport Online backlog 
can be cleared in six to eight weeks.

There are currently approximately 4,200 paper based applications in the system. The Pass-
port Service plans to resume processing of routine paper based applications such as Passport 
Express and Northern Ireland Passport Express at Level 3 of the framework. 

The Passport Service has a comprehensive plan in place to resume all services, in line 
with the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. Applicants will be notified by e-mail 
when we resume processing. The Passport Service has requested that applicants refrain from 
submitting documents until it resume operations.

  Questions Nos. 746 and 747 answered with Question No. 742.

24/03/2021WRGG05000Departmental Functions

24/03/2021WRGG05100748. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps he plans 
to take to reinstate the service provided by the Apostille Office to authenticate documents in a 
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timely manner given it is taking upwards of four weeks to carry out the same task; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14170/21]

24/03/2021WRGG05200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can advise the Deputy that my 
Department’s Authentication and Apostille Unit provides essential consular services for Irish 
citizens and businesses. I am pleased to confirm therefore that staff in the unit have continued 
to attend and work in the office throughout all levels of the COVID-19 pandemic, in order to 
access applications and operate specialist printers and equipment. 

There have of course been significant challenges to the operation of the service due to CO-
VID-19. In line with health and safety guidelines, the public office had to close. Applications 
therefore have had to be submitted and returned by post, resulting in an inevitable increase in 
turnaround times. Furthermore, during Level 5 restrictions, staff have had to work in a reduced 
rotational capacity. Nevertheless, despite these challenges, the Unit processed over 46,000 
stamps last year alone. 

The level of applications has remained extremely high throughout COVID-19, however, 
and there is currently a backlog. Further measures are being taken to address this, including in 
terms of additional staffing, a second office space and new specialised printers. Staff have also 
been as responsive as possible in accommodating urgent requests. My Department will con-
tinue to work to improve processing times over the coming weeks and months, while keeping 
in mind the need to comply with health and safety requirements.

  Question No. 749 answered with Question No. 739.

24/03/2021WRGG05400Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRGG05500750. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the details of the process 
through which his Department drafts and produces legislation; if his Department outsources the 
drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was outsourced since he took office; 
and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14420/21]

24/03/2021WRGG05600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Heads of Bills for which my 
Department is responsible are prepared in the Department,  in consultation with other Depart-
ments where relevant and with the advice, where necessary, of the Attorney General’s Office.  
Once approved by Government, the Bills themselves are drafted by the Office of Parliamentary 
Council.  No Bills have been outsourced by my Department.

  Question No. 751 answered with Question No. 742.

24/03/2021WRGG05800Ministerial Meetings

24/03/2021WRGG05900752. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on 
his recent engagements with his counterpart in the United Kingdom; if recent concerns regard-
ing the implementation of the Northern Ireland Protocol were discussed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14613/21]

24/03/2021WRGG06000753. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on his 
recent engagements with his European counterparts; if concerns regarding the implementation 
of the Northern Ireland Protocol have been discussed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14614/21]
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24/03/2021WRGG06100754. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on his 
recent engagements with the Northern Ireland Executive; if the implementation of the Northern 
Ireland Protocol has been discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14615/21]

24/03/2021WRGG06200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
752 to 754, inclusive, together.

The Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, as an international agreement concluded by the 
EU and the UK, must be fully implemented. It is the agreed and only available solution to the 
problems created on the island of Ireland by Brexit. This message is central to my contacts with 
counterparts across these islands, Europe and beyond.

We want the Protocol to work for Northern Ireland, and for the island as a whole, in as 
smooth a manner as possible. It is particularly important that Northern Ireland is able to benefit 
from the considerable positive opportunities created by the Protocol, including the continued 
unimpeded operation of all-island supply chains, as well as full and free access to both the EU 
Single Market and the UK internal market. 

I maintain very close and regular contact with European counterparts, most particularly 
with Commission Vice President Maroš Šefcovic – the EU co-Chair of the Withdrawal Agree-
ment Joint Committee and primary interlocutor for the Union with the UK on the implementa-
tion of the Protocol. 

I have regular contact with representatives of the Northern Ireland Executive and political 
leaders. I would also like to acknowledge Vice President Šefcovic’s very useful and welcome 
recent engagements with stakeholders in Northern Ireland and his commitment to maintain 
regular contact with Northern Irish business and civil society groups, clearly demonstrating that 
the EU is listening to voices in the North.

I am well aware of the practical challenges which arise from Britain’s decision to leave the 
EU Single Market and Customs Union. My Department will continue to engage closely with 
Northern Irish stakeholders, listening carefully to their concerns and acting to mitigate the 
negative impacts of Brexit where possible.

On 3 March, I met with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Brandon Lewis, and 
with Lord Frost, the UK’s Minister co-chairing the Withdrawal Agreement Joint Committee 
and TCA Partnership Council. I expressed the Government’s grave concern and regret regard-
ing the UK’s plans for unilateral action with regard to the Protocol, rather than working in 
continued partnership with the EU in accordance with the EU-UK joint statements of 11 and 24 
February. I also maintain ongoing contacts with other British Government counterparts on these 
issues and other matters of common interest. 

I have consistently advocated a pragmatic approach to implementation within the existing 
framework of the Protocol, including joint consideration of modest extensions to grace periods. 
This is, however, only possible in a spirit of cooperation and partnership and through the agreed 
mechanisms established by the Protocol.

Unilateral actions are contrary to the spirit and letter of the Protocol – and undercut the trust 
vital to the optimal working of the EU-UK relationship. I have made clear that it is incumbent 
on the UK to do all it can to rebuild that trust and to act within the structures of the Protocol. 

My engagement with counterparts is reinforced with substantial further regular engagement 
from Ministerial colleagues and Departmental officials.
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24/03/2021WRGG06500Ministerial Meetings

24/03/2021WRGG06600755. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on his 
recent engagements with his counterpart in the United States of America; if the implementation 
of the Northern Ireland Protocol has been discussed; if Brexit and its impact on Ireland has been 
discussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14616/21]

24/03/2021WRGG06700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Strengthening bilateral relations 
with the US is a priority for Ireland as set out in our Programme for Government, as well in 
our Strategy for the US and Canada (2019-2025). We look forward to working with the new 
US Administration on the many global challenges facing the international community, from the 
pandemic to climate change to promoting peace and security, as well as on issues of particular 
importance to our bilateral relationship. Ireland has always maintained close relations with the 
US and will continue to do so, including through our Embassy in Washington D.C., our other 
diplomatic Missions across the US and through the US Embassy in Dublin.

I spoke with my counterpart in the US, Secretary of State Antony Blinken, on 13 Febru-
ary. This call offered a valuable opportunity to congratulate Secretary Blinken on his appoint-
ment and to reiterate the commitment of the Government to strengthening both our bilateral 
relationship and wider transatlantic relations. During the call, in addition to foreign policy is-
sues, we discussed Brexit, Northern Ireland and the importance of protecting the Good Friday 
Agreement in all its parts. The engagement by successive US Administrations, Congress and 
the Irish Diaspora has made an indispensable contribution to the success of the Peace Process 
over the last three decades, and continues to do so. 

I also met with Secretary Blinken at the Foreign Affairs Council meeting on 22 February 
where the importance of the transatlantic relationship, and the scope for enhanced cooperation 
on a host of issues, were discussed. 

On 10 March, the Vice President of the European Commission, Maroš Šefcovic, and I met 
virtually with the Friends of Ireland Caucus in the US Congress. This meeting underlined once 
again the bipartisan support from America’s most senior political figures for stability in North-
ern Ireland and safeguarding the gains of the Good Friday Agreement, including avoiding a 
hard border on the island of Ireland. It was an opportunity, too, to brief the Caucus on the latest 
EU-UK developments, including the UK’s unilateral moves on implementation of the Protocol 
on Ireland/Northern Ireland.  The Protocol is the agreed and only solution to the problems cre-
ated on the island of Ireland by Brexit. 

We have consistently said that we want the Protocol to work for Northern Ireland, and for 
the island as a whole, in as smooth a manner as possible. Making this work requires a genuine 
spirit of partnership and close cooperation and we hope that the UK Government now recom-
mits to full implementation of the Protocol in partnership with the EU.  

The Government greatly values the support, friendship and engagement of the United States 
on the Peace Process, and for the stability and prosperity of Northern Ireland. These messages 
were reiterated by the Taoiseach during his St. Patrick’s Day engagements in the US last week.

Looking ahead, we will continue to maintain close relations with the new Administration, 
Members of Congress, across the aisle, and contacts from across the political spectrum. This 
engagement extends to our contacts at federal, state, city and local levels.

24/03/2021WRGG06800Human Rights Cases
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24/03/2021WRGG06900756. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of the work 
his Department has carried out regarding the detention of a person (details supplied) in China; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14618/21]

24/03/2021WRGG07000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): This is a complex case involving 
an Irish citizen who has been prevented from leaving China since March 2019.  As the Deputy 
will be aware, my Department has been providing ongoing consular assistance to the citizen 
through our Consular Assistance Unit in Dublin, our Embassy in Beijing and our Consulate 
General in Shanghai, while he and his legal teams work on the legal, commercial and financial 
issues through the appropriate channels. Our Consul General has met and engaged very regu-
larly with the citizen, and continues to provide all possible consular advice and support. 

There has also been extensive and regular engagement at the most senior political and dip-
lomatic level with the Chinese authorities in Beijing and Shanghai, and with the Embassy of 
China in Dublin, in relation to the humanitarian aspects of this case, and the importance of the 
citizen being allowed to return home as soon as possible. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, as with all consular cases, it would not be appropriate to 
comment on the specific details of the case.  However, I can assure the Deputy that my Depart-
ment will continue to provide all possible consular assistance to the citizen until he is permitted 
to return to Ireland.

24/03/2021WRGG07100International Agreements

24/03/2021WRGG07200757. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has engaged 
with his European counterparts regarding the forthcoming ratification of a new investment deal 
with China given the concerns regarding human rights violations in China and Hong Kong; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14619/21]

24/03/2021WRGG07300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The negotiations for a Compre-
hensive Agreement on Investment (CAI) between the EU and China were concluded in prin-
ciple on 30 December last year. The conclusion in principle is a first step in the process towards 
signature and ratification. 

Ratification of the Agreement will only arise when the European Commission presents the 
final legally scrubbed texts to Trade Ministers in Council which is several months away. Trade 
Ministers in Council will make a judgement at that time on ratification having considered all 
aspects of the Agreement and bilateral relations with China.

Ireland has a wide-ranging relationship with China, which covers political, economic, cul-
tural, and people-to-people links. We share strong links in a number of areas, but there are 
nevertheless a number of differences in our relationship. In this context, Ireland raises points of 
concern with the Chinese Government directly and in appropriate multilateral fora.

The protection and promotion of human rights is a core pillar of Ireland’s foreign policy, 
and Ireland will continue to raise issues of concern with the Chinese authorities as they arise. 
Importantly, the CAI will include a Chapter on sustainable development, with commitments on 
environment and climate as well as labour. No such provisions have been negotiated by any-
one with China before.  In the area of labour, China undertakes the commitment to effectively 
implement the ratified ILO Conventions and to make continued and sustained effort to pursue 
ratification of ILO fundamental Conventions on forced labour.

In the pursuit of our bilateral relations, my Department takes the full breadth of Ireland’s 
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values and interests into account to ensure that the best outcomes for Ireland are achieved, and 
the Government will continue to monitor and assess the situation and engage with Chinese au-
thorities bilaterally and in multilateral fora to address our concerns.

24/03/2021WRHH00200UN Security Council

24/03/2021WRHH00300758. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of Ire-
land’s membership of the UN Security Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14620/21]

24/03/2021WRHH00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland took its seat on the UN 
Security Council on 1 January 2021. We have been engaging actively across the full Security 
Council agenda, which includes some 30 country and regional files and 20 thematic files. 

The Government have set out three overarching principles for Ireland’s membership of the 
Security Council: building peace, strengthening conflict prevention, and ensuring accountabil-
ity. Ireland has also taken on specific responsibilities in relation to the Council’s support to the 
JCPOA (Iran nuclear deal), the humanitarian situation in Syria, Somalia sanctions, UN work in 
West Africa and the Sahel, and the issues of Climate and Security, Women, Peace and Security, 
and Hunger and Conflict.  

In relation to our work to uphold the JCPOA, I visited Tehran on 7 March to discuss this 
and other issues with President Rouhani and Foreign Minister Zarif. I have also spoken with 
Secretary of State Blinken on this issue. 

We are working closely with Norway as co-penholders on the humanitarian situation in Syr-
ia. I visited Bab al-Hawa in Turkey in January, to see first-hand the vital role the UN-authorised 
crossing plays in provision of humanitarian assistance.

We initiated discussions at the Council on 3 February and 4 March on the dire humanitarian 
situation and the ongoing lack of humanitarian access in Tigray, Ethiopia. 

I participated in a High Level Debate on Climate and Security in February. The Council’s 
Expert Group on Climate and Security, which we co-Chair, held its first meeting for 2021 ear-
lier this month. 

I also participated in an Open Debate on Conflict and Food Security in March. Globally, 
conflict is the main driver of hunger. Ireland and Niger will host a briefing for Council members 
with the World Food Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organisation in April. 

Improving peacekeeping mandates will be a priority throughout our term.  Since January, 
the Council has renewed or amended the mandates of the Missions in Cyprus (UNFICYP), 
South Sudan (UNMISS), Somalia (AMISOM), and Central African Republic (MINUSCA). 

Ireland hosted an informal Council meeting on ensuring the full, equal and meaningful par-
ticipation of women in UN-led peace processes on 8 March.

Engagement with African issues and with African partners and the African Union is a long-
standing priority area for Ireland’s foreign policy, and a key part of our Security Council mem-
bership.

We continue to follow the Middle East Peace Process closely. I participated in the Ministe-
rial-level Open Debate on this issue in January. 
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Myanmar has been a particular focus of the Security Council since February. The Council 
agreed a Presidential Statement on 10 March, condemning the use of violence against peaceful 
protesters and expressing its continued support for the democratic transition in Myanmar. 

Over the past three months, the Council has also addressed the situations in Iraq, Libya, 
Mali, Somalia, Sudan, Ukraine, and Yemen. I also participated in a Council meeting on counter-
terrorism. 

A further priority for our Council term is promoting human rights. Respect for human rights 
law, international humanitarian law, and the rule of law more broadly is central to building 
sustainable peace.

The Council has also considered the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on international 
peace and security. Last month, I attended a high-level debate on equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines, particularly for those in fragile and conflict-affected areas. A resolution on this issue 
was adopted on 26 February.

Across all issues on the Council agenda, Ireland takes a realistic but ambitious approach. 
We are working to play a constructive role, to find solutions and overcome divisions to help the 
Council fulfil its vital role of preventing and resolving conflict.

24/03/2021WRHH00500Brexit Issues

24/03/2021WRHH00600759. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when the Agreement 
on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the Eu-
ropean Union, and the European Atomic Energy Community, will be formally ratified by the 
European Union; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14633/21]

24/03/2021WRHH00700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Agreement on the With-
drawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union 
and the European Atomic Energy Community was signed on 24 January 2020. It was approved 
by the European Parliament on 29 January 2020 and adopted by the Council on 30 January 
2020. The instruments of ratification were deposited on 31 January 2020. The Agreement en-
tered into force at 11 p.m. on 31 January 2020.

The EU–UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) was signed on 30 December 2020 
– and has provisionally applied since 1 January 2021. The European Union process for ratifica-
tion is ongoing and a number of steps are still required, including a vote of the European Parlia-
ment expressing its consent. This vote has not yet been scheduled. The period of provisional 
application of the TCA was recently extended to 30 April, to ensure adequate time to complete 
various required steps.

24/03/2021WRHH00800Visa Agreements

24/03/2021WRHH00900760. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of the E3 
visa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14667/21]

24/03/2021WRHH01000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The issue of Irish immigration 
to the US has been a high priority for successive Governments and continues to be one of my 
key priorities. Immigration issues have been raised on an ongoing basis in our engagement with 
US Administrations and political leaders, including last week by the Taoiseach with President 
Biden as part of his virtual St. Patrick’s Day engagements in the US. The Taoiseach also dis-
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cussed the issue of the E3 visa bill, and of creating pathways to citizenship, with the Speaker 
of the House, Nancy Pelosi. These engagements will continue as we maintain close relations 
with Members of Congress and contacts from across the political spectrum, and as we seek 
opportunities to deepen and strengthen our bilateral relations with the new Administration of 
President Joe Biden.

We are pleased to see that immigration issues, including possible pathways to citizenship, 
are a priority for the new US President, as demonstrated by the proposed US Citizenship Act 
of 2021. We look forward to working with the new Administration, as well as with the new US 
Congress, across the aisle, to pursue comprehensive immigration reform in the US. We will 
actively engage with the Administration and Congress on this, including through our Embassy 
in Washington DC.

We also continue to pursue the E3 Visa Bill, which, if passed, could allow access to thou-
sands of US visas each year to Irish citizens, providing new opportunities to live and work in 
the US. Our Embassy in Washington D.C. continues its extensive outreach in support of the 
Bill, working with a range of Members of the US House of Representatives and the Senate. 
Now that the new Administration and new Congress are in place, we will seek the reintroduc-
tion of the Bill at the earliest opportunity.

24/03/2021WRHH01100Northern Ireland

24/03/2021WRHH01200761. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the work he has under-
taken to ensure the full implementation of the New Decade, New Approach deal. [14706/21]

24/03/2021WRHH01300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 9 January 2020, the Irish and 
British Governments published a new agreement for Northern Ireland, New Decade, New Ap-
proach, which was reached together with the political parties. Alongside the agreement, both 
Governments set out their own separate, unilateral  commitments.

Although Covid 19 has been the understandable focus in the year since the NDNA was 
reached, nevertheless progress has been made to implement those important commitments.

The Government has established a Shared Island Initiative and Shared Island Fund, which 
provides €500m for capital investment available over the next five years. This funding is ring-
fenced for collaborative North/South investment. It ensures we have the resources in place to 
match our commitment to mutually-beneficial North/South cooperation on new and existing 
projects.

The North South Ministerial Council resumed its essential work, with its second successful 
plenary session taking place last December. The elements of New Decade, New Approach rel-
evant to the NSMC, which include commitments in relation to cross-border infrastructure and 
investment, are progressing well.

Projects such as the Ulster Canal and the reviews of rail and air connectivity are moving 
ahead. Work in relation to the Sligo-Enniskillen Greenway is also progressing, as a joint project 
let by Leitrim County Council and Fermanagh and Omagh District Council.

On other areas, such as the Narrow Water Bridge and potential investment in research and 
innovation, discussions are taking place to allow our Administrations to define shared objec-
tives that take full account of the priorities of both sides.

With respect to language and culture, we have made the budgetary provisions to deliver on 
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the commitments we made as a Government to support Irish language broadcasting, commu-
nity groups and the development of Irish language networks.

On reconciliation, the Government will also deliver on our commitments to maintain, and in 
fact increase, our spending through the Reconciliation Fund which supports projects in all com-
munities in Northern Ireland and border areas, and to map out the outstanding areas of need.

The first New Decade, New Approach Implementation Review Meeting took place virtu-
ally on January 11, which I attended together with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, 
First Minister and deputy First Minister. We reaffirmed our shared commitment to ensuring the 
sustainable and effective operation of all the devolved institutions, and committed themselves 
to the ongoing implementation of New Decade, New Approach.

The full implementation of the agreement is a key priority for the Government in the period 
ahead, and we will work with the Executive and the British Government to this end.

24/03/2021WRHH01400Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

24/03/2021WRHH01500762. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the work he has under-
taken to ensure that access is gained to all original documents held by the UK Government 
relating to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings in May 1974. [14708/21]

24/03/2021WRHH01600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government stands in soli-
darity with all those impacted by the Dublin and Monaghan bombings. Thirty three people were 
murdered and hundreds seriously injured on that awful day in 1974. We will continue to seek 
the full truth of these appalling attacks, and some measure of closure for the victims’ families 
and survivors, in accordance with the three Motions passed unanimously by Dáil Éireann to 
date.

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings that was adopted by the 
Dáil on 25 May 2016, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, calls on the British Government to 
allow access by an independent, international judicial figure to all original documents relating 
to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the 
bombing of Kay’s Tavern in Dundalk and the murder of Seamus Ludlow. The Programme for 
Government reiterates Ireland’s commitment to engaging with the British Government on this 
issue as matter of priority, in accordance with the All-Party Dáil motions.

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these All-Party 
Dáil motions, and has consistently raised the issue with the British Government, including at 
the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference, and during regular engagement with the Sec-
retary of State for Northern Ireland - I most recently raised the need for urgent progress on this 
issue directly with Secretary of State Lewis when we met in Belfast last October.

We have made clear to our counterparts that the absence of a response from the British 
Government is of deep concern to the Government, and that there remains an urgent need for 
a response. The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on this re-
quest, at senior political level and in official level engagement by my Department, to pursue all 
possible avenues to achieve progress on this issue until a resolution is found.

24/03/2021WRHH01700Human Rights

24/03/2021WRHH01800763. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has 
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been drawn to the arrest and detention of five young children by the Israeli Defence Forces on 
10 March 2021 in the Masafer Yatta region near Hebron; his views on the way in which the ar-
rest and detention of children in military courts and prisons accord with the International Rights 
of the Child; his views on reports that such breaches by the Israeli Defence Forces are a regular 
occurrence; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that children of similar age in illegal 
settlements are dealt with under civil law; if he condemns such practices; if he will raise this 
issue with the appropriate authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14747/21]

24/03/2021WRHH01900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am deeply concerned by the 
unacceptable manner and practices around the detention and trial of Palestinian children in 
Israeli prisons and the Israeli military court system.  Israel is bound, as a contracting party, by 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR). I am not satisfied that Israel is meeting its obligations under these 
Conventions.

All children subject to Israeli jurisdiction and criminal justice, including in territory oc-
cupied by Israel, should be afforded the same protections under the law as Israel considers ap-
propriate for Israeli children, including those resident in settlements.

During my visits to Israel and Palestine, I have raised Ireland’s concerns about the detention 
of minors directly with the Israeli authorities. I have strongly urged the Israeli authorities to use 
detention only as a last resort, and for the shortest possible period of time, in the case of minors, 
as stipulated in the CRC.

The Israeli military court system in the occupied territory, which is used only in relation 
to Palestinians, including children, has a near-one hundred percent conviction rate, a statistic 
which raises serious questions about the system’s compliance with international standards of 
due process.

Ireland has also raised these issues at EU level. In February 2021, the Foreign Affairs Coun-
cil adopted Conclusions on EU Priorities in UN human rights fora, which reaffirmed the EU’s 
commitment to the full implementation of the CRC and its Protocols worldwide.

In relation to the situation in Masafer Yatta referred to by the Deputy, Irish officials are 
aware and continue to monitor the case. Ireland continues to support a number of key Palestin-
ian and Israeli NGOs in their work on the monitoring, advocacy and legal defence of human 
rights in the occupied Palestinian territory.

24/03/2021WRHH02000Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRHH02100764. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the five most recent 
significant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of his Department that re-
quired his sanction; the time that elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal for 
consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements that made up  this 
period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in 
assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contractors; and the way this dura-
tion compared with the targeted delivery time set out at the outset of the process. [14778/21]

24/03/2021WRHH02200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are no significant capital 
construction projects, that require my sanction, underway in my Department currently. 

The Department is in the early design phase of our new Embassy in Abuja and the new Ire-
land House in Tokyo. Construction has not commenced on either project.
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24/03/2021WRHH02300Passport Applications

24/03/2021WRHH02400765. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status 
of a passport application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14909/21]

24/03/2021WRHH02500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In line with Government guid-
ance that at Level 5 of the National Framework on Living with COVID-19 only essential work 
should take place, the Passport Service continues to provide a high quality essential service in 
line with Government measures to reduce social contact and combat the spread of COVID-19.

This essential service is available for those who are required to travel due to the death or 
serious illness of a family member or meet the criteria for a reasonable excuse for non-essential 
travel as defined in the recent amendment to the Health Act 1947, which came into effect on 1 
February 2021. Supporting documentation will be required for such cases.  In order to facilitate 
the return of travel documents which may have been submitted in support of a passport applica-
tion, all documents will be registered so that they can be returned for emergency travel or for 
non-essential travel with a reasonable excuse.

Applicants who require a passport for emergency purposes, or for non-essential travel with a 
reasonable excuse, should contact the Passport Service via our Customer Service Hub Webchat 
function on our website.

Irish citizens who are resident overseas should make contact through the local Irish Em-
bassy or Consulate General.

With regard to the specific application about which the Deputy has enquired, an official 
from the Passport Service was in contact with the applicant’s father on 18 March to offer gen-
eral advice in relation to the first time application process during Level 5.

24/03/2021WRHH02600Passport Applications

24/03/2021WRHH02700766. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the way in which he 
plans to address the backlog of processing applications for passports in circumstances in which 
they are required for essential travel and official purposes as in the case of a person (details sup-
plied). [15001/21]

24/03/2021WRHH02800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In line with Government guid-
ance that at Level 5 of the National Framework on Living with COVID-19 only essential work 
should take place, the Passport Service continues to provide a high quality essential service in 
line with Government measures to reduce social contact and combat the spread of COVID-19.

This essential service is available for those who are required to travel due to the death or 
serious illness of a family member or meet the criteria for a reasonable excuse for non-essential 
travel as defined in the recent amendment to the Health Act 1947, which came into effect on 1 
February 2021.

Applicants who require a passport for emergency purposes, or for non-essential travel with a 
reasonable excuse, should contact the Passport Service via our Customer Service Hub Webchat 
function on our website.

The Passport Service has a comprehensive plan in place to resume all services, in line with 
the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. When operations resume at Level 4, all 
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applications received via Passport Online will be processed. The Passport Service is confident, 
taking into account measures to ensure a safe workplace, that any Passport Online backlog can 
be cleared in six to eight weeks. 

The Passport Service plans to resume processing of routine paper based applications such as 
Passport Express, Northern Ireland Passport Express and applications for Foreign Birth Regis-
trations at Level 3 of the framework.

With regard to the specific application about which the Deputy has enquired, an official 
from the Passport Service contacted the Deputy’s office to provide an update.

24/03/2021WRHH02900Foreign Policy

24/03/2021WRHH03000767. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will increase the 
amount of famine relief funding being provided for Yemen by Ireland in 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15072/21]

24/03/2021WRHH03100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The roots of this grave humani-
tarian crisis – the most severe in the world - lie in conflict. Ireland strongly supports the work 
led by UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths, which aims to enable the resumption of a peaceful, 
inclusive, orderly and Yemeni-led political transition process.  As a Member of the UN Security 
Council Ireland will press this case. which offers a meaningful way forward to peace.  The most 
recent discussion on Yemen at the Security Council took place on 16 March, and Ireland again 
drew attention to the very clear link between the conflict and the widespread food insecurity 
faced by millions of Yemenis.

Ireland is maintaining a very high level of engagement with key parties in the region, in-
cluding discussions I have held in the past month with the Foreign Ministers of Iran, Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen, as well as with the UN Special Envoy for Yemen, Mr. Martin Griffiths.  Ad-
ditionally, last month Ireland’s Ambassador to Yemen, based in Riyadh, joined other European 
Ambassadors in visiting Aden to meet with members of the new Government there.

On 1 March, I participated in the High Level Pledging Event for the Humanitarian Crisis in 
Yemen convened by the United Nations. I highlighted Ireland’s political and financial support 
to ending the suffering of the people of Yemen, in particular given the critical situation there 
and our Membership of the UN Security Council. I pledged on behalf of Ireland a minimum of 
a further €5 million in humanitarian assistance to Yemen this year. In 2020, Ireland also pledged 
€5 million and in December 2020 provided an additional €1 million.  This most recent pledge 
will bring Ireland’s humanitarian assistance to Yemen since 2012 to €34 million.

Ireland is a very strong and dependable donor, helping to meet the needs of the people of 
Yemen. However, the scale of need is enormous: that is why I have encouraged all donors who 
have assisted Yemen in the past to continue to do so or to re-commence their aid. I share the UN 
Secretary-General’s concerns about resources available for humanitarian assistance in Yemen 
following the Pledging Conference.

  Questions Nos. 768 and 769 answered with Question No. 742.

24/03/2021WRHH03400Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRHH03500770. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of vehicles 
owned or leased and operated by his Department, agencies and semi-State companies under 
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his remit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE vehicles and fuel category, that is, 
petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15120/21]

24/03/2021WRHH03600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs purchases motor vehicles to facilitate the functioning and operations of its HQ units and 
its Missions abroad and we are committed to procuring vehicles with a reduced environmental 
impact throughout their life-cycle. In particular, Mission staff abroad are required to undertake 
a significant volume of travel in the performance of their official functions.  This ranges from 
city journeys during the working day and in the evening, and long journeys of up to several 
hundred miles by road.  As well as demanding schedules, in many cases there are also issues 
related to limited availability of public transport, security considerations and location. Official 
vehicles also provide an important logistical support to Missions.

Under the Department’s updated official vehicle management policy, and in line with our 
Green Foreign Ministry policy, new and replacement vehicle purchases must now comply with 
our policy of minimising our carbon footprint. Factors like pollutant emissions, fuel efficiency 
and noise levels are taken into account when preparing vehicle specifications. The procurement 
of electric vehicles is given strong consideration by default followed by consideration of hybrid 
options. However, it should be noted that some our Missions operate in difficult environments 
where security and health and safety issues will a significant factor when deciding on an official 
vehicle.

The Department owns 175 vehicles and leases 2 vehicles across its HQ and its 90 Missions 
abroad.

The breakdown of engine type is as follows: 

Engine Type   Number 
Petrol 71 
Diesel 92 
Hybrid – Self Charging    10 
Hybrid – Plug In    4 
Total  177 

The Department has no agencies or semi-State companies under its remit.

  Question No. 771 answered with Question No. 742.

24/03/2021WRHH03800Departmental Functions

24/03/2021WRHH03900772. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if partial processing of 
foreign birth registrations can resume at level 5 given that many persons who submitted appli-
cations for foreign birth registrations from 1 February 2020 have not been corresponded with, 
and have included important personal documents such as passports along with the applications; 
if his Department will refund the substantial fee of €278 to persons whose applications have 
not been processed within 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15233/21]

24/03/2021WRHH04000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused 
the processing of Foreign Births Registration (FBR) applications as Ireland is at Level 5 of the 
National Framework for Living with COVID-19. Passport Service staff have been temporar-
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ily reassigned to provide consular assistance for Irish citizens overseas. 

While applicants can continue to apply using the online service, Passport Service staff must 
be on site in order to process FBR applications which often involves official paper documenta-
tion related to three generations and issued by several jurisdictions. This is to protect the per-
sonal data of the applicant. 

My Department operates a clear and transparent general policy of processing FBR applica-
tions in order of receipt. However, we will consider urgent requests to expedite an application 
on a case by case basis. During Level 5 restrictions, applicants can make contact with the Pass-
port Service through the WebChat service.

The Department has advised applicants not to submit supporting documents for the FBR 
applications during this time. Where documents have been submitted, they will be registered to 
facilitate the return of documents on request by the applicant.   It should be noted that the return 
of these documents does not obviate the need to examine their original versions at a later stage 
of the process when the FBR service resumes.  Applicants should, therefore, be aware that they 
may be requested to re-submit these documents to the Department.

Where an applicant wishes to cancel their application and receive a refund of the application 
fee, they should e-mail fbrpayments@dfa.ie When Ireland returns to Level 3 of the National 
Framework for Living with COVID-19, the application will be cancelled, the supporting docu-
mentation returned and the fee refunded. 

At present, there are 27,000 applications in the FBR system that are awaiting processing.

A comprehensive plan is in place to resume all services, in line with the National Framework 
for Living with COVID-19. Applications will be processed when services resume at Level 3 of 
the Framework.

  Question No. 773 answered with Question No. 742.

24/03/2021WRHH04200International Agreements

24/03/2021WRHH04300774. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the consideration 
he has given to the recommendations of the Report on the Distribution of Covid-19 Vaccines 
to Developing Countries produced by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
Defence; his views on the recommendations in the report in respect of COVAX, the Covid 
technology access pool or C-TAP, and the potential relaxation of intellectual property rights in 
order to increase access to and supply of Covid-19 vaccines; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15349/21]

24/03/2021WRHH04400776. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the consideration he 
has given to the recommendations of the Report on the Distribution of COVID-19 Vaccines to 
Developing Countries that was produced by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and Defence; if he will address the recommendations, in particular the potential relaxation of 
intellectual property rights in order to increase access to and supply of Covid-19 vaccines; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15388/21]

24/03/2021WRHH04500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
774 and 776 together.

I would like to thank the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence for their re-
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cent Report on the Distribution of COVID-19 Vaccines to Developing Countries, whose recom-
mendations are being considered by the relevant Government Departments.

Ireland is fully supporting efforts by the international community to ensure fair and eq-
uitable access to vaccines for all. The Government quadrupled funding to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in 2020, given its role as lead UN agency for health and co-host of the Ac-
cess to Covid-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, which has the COVAX facility as a centrepiece. The 
Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment leads on Intellectual Property Rights, and 
is giving consideration to Ireland’s potential participation in technology-pooling mechanisms 
such as the C-TAP initiative.

My Department continues to liaise with the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employ-
ment on this on an ongoing basis. In the meantime, my Department has announced €5 million 
in Irish Aid funding to support developing countries to access COVID-19 vaccines. Most of this 
funding is going through the COVAX facility, a global UN-led mechanism for pooling procure-
ment and fair distribution of the vaccines. This is part of at least €50 million allocated by my 
Department to Global Health in 2021.

24/03/2021WRHH04600International Agreements

24/03/2021WRHH04700775. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the engagement his Depart-
ment has had with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment in respect of COVAX, 
and Covid technology access pool or C-TAP; the position taken by Ireland on the European 
Commission’s opposition to a TRIPS waiver on Covid-19 vaccines at the meeting in March 
of the World Trade Organization; the engagement he plans to have with that Department in 
advance of the next WTO meeting in April; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15376/21]

24/03/2021WRHH04800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): Ireland is fully supporting efforts by the international community to ensure fair and eq-
uitable access to vaccines for all. The Government quadrupled funding to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in 2020, given its role as lead UN agency for health and co-host of the 
Access to Covid-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, which has the COVAX facility as a centrepiece.

The Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment leads on Intellectual Property Rights 
and World Trade Organisation (WTO) matters, including on the current discussion on the Trade 
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement. They are giving consider-
ation to Ireland’s potential participation in technology-pooling mechanisms such as the C-TAP 
initiative. My Department continues to liaise with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment on this and a number of related matters, on an ongoing basis.

In the meantime, my Department has announced an additional €5 million in Irish Aid fund-
ing for the response to Covid-19, to enable developing countries access vaccines. Most of this 
funding is going to the COVAX facility, a global UN-led mechanism for pooling procurement 
and fair distribution of vaccines. This is part of the €50 million allocated by my Department to 
global health in 2021.

I would like to thank the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence for their recent 
‘Report on the Distribution of Covid-19 Vaccines to Developing Countries’, the recommenda-
tions of which are being considered across relevant Government Departments.

  Question No. 776 answered with Question No. 774.
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24/03/2021WRHH05000Election Monitoring Missions

24/03/2021WRHH05100777. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will address a series 
of matters regarding the rapid response and election observation rosters (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15422/21]

24/03/2021WRHH05200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs enables participation in a range of overseas deployment opportunities for suitable quali-
fied and vetted volunteers, typically involving placement with, or by, third party organisations, 
facilitated by the Department through a range of rosters, registers, initiatives and programmes, 
including the Election Observation Roster and the Rapid Response Corps.

I also refer the Deputy to the response to the Information Note on the Overseas Election 
Observation Roster prepared for the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade (JCFATD) 
and the Composite Note published on the election observation pages of the Irish Aid website, 
which are attached to this response, and where the issues raised here have been comprehen-
sively addressed.

Matters pertaining to the selection process for the 2019-2023 roster, as well as the member-
ship and operation of the roster, have also been addressed in response to Parliamentary Ques-
tions No. 16 of 25 January 2018, No. 98 of 28 March 2018, No. 107 of 24 April 2018, No. 60 
of 21 June 2018, Nos. 57 and 58 of 3 July 2018, No. 167 of 4 July 2018, Nos. 138 and 149 of 
10 July 2018, Nos. 103,104, 105, 106 and 107 of 24 July 2018, Nos. 69 and 70 of 7 September 
2018, No. 45 of 20 September 2018, No. 36 of 9 October 2018, No. 43 of 11 October 2018, No. 
179 of 23 October 2018, Nos. 151 and 157 of 20 November 2018, No. 74 of 6 December 2018, 
No. 109 of 19 December 2018, Nos. 59, 60 and 61 of 23 January 2019, No. 120 of 29 January 
2019, Nos. 80 and 81 of 30 January 2019, Nos. 146, 147 and 153 of 5 February 2019, Nos. 61 
and 65 of 6 February 2019, No. 58 of 7 February 2019, Nos. 124 and 138 of 12 February 2019, 
No. 71 of 13 February 2019, No. 129 of 19 February 2019, Nos. 100, 105, 108 and 109 of 26 
February 2019, Nos. 115, 117, 119 and 126 of 5 March 2019, Nos. 74, 76 and 81 of 6 March 
2019, Nos. 59 and 68 of 12 March 2019, No. 114 of 13 March 2019, No. 157 of 26 March 2019, 
Nos. 81, 85 and 99 of 2 April 2019, No. 115 of 16 April 2019, No. 51 of 18 April 2019, No. 73 
of 29 May 2019, Nos. 117 and 119 of 25 June 2019, Nos. 108, 109, 110, 111 and 112 of 10 July 
2019, No. 114 of 23 July 2019, Nos. 106 and 124 of 10 December 2019, No. 37 of 5 March 
2020, No. 30 of 13 May 2020, No. 21 of 3 June 2020, No. 33 of 16 June 2020, Nos. 338 and 342 
of 21 July 2020, No. 453 of 8 September 2020, Nos. 369 and 370 of 15 September 2020, No. 
109 of 23 September 2020, No. 396 of 6 October 2020, Nos. 186, 187 and 188 of 13 October, 
No. 158 of 15 October, No. 665 of 3 November, No. 400 of 10 November 2020, No. 113 of 11 
November 2020, Nos. 410 and 419 of 24 November 2020, Nos. 255 and 256 of 26 November 
2020, Nos. 292 and 293 of 15 December 2020, Nos. 362 and 363 of 17 December 2020, No. 
323 of 13 January 2021 and No. 372 of 10 February 2021.

In addition, the issue of reasonable accommodation for disabilities as it pertains to the ap-
plication process for and operation of the Election Observer Roster has also been addressed in 
the responses to Parliamentary Questions: No. 60 of 23 January 2019; No. 153 of 5 February 
2019; No. 65 of 6 February 2019; No. 58 of 7 February 2019; No. 124 of 12 February 2019; No. 
129 of 19 February 2019; Nos. 100 and 105 of 26 February 2019; Nos. 117 and 119 of 5 March 
2019; Nos. 74, 76 and 81 of 6 March 2019; No. 68 of 12 March 2019; No. 157 of 26 March 
2019; Nos. 117 and 119 of 16 April 2019; No. 73 of 29 May 2019; No. 119 of 25 June 2019; 
No. 109 of 10 July 2019; No. 186 of 13 October 2020; No. 113 of 11 November; No. 256 of 26 
November 2020 and Nos. 362 and 363 of 17 December 2020.

The current Election Observation Roster of volunteers for nomination to EU and/or OSCE 
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election observation missions was established effective as of 1 January 2019 for five years. The 
Department’s Evaluation and Audit Unit, which is independent and reports directly to the Sec-
retary General and to the Department’s external Audit Committee, published a recently com-
pleted a review of the Election Observation Roster as part of the standard, Department-wide 
approach of reviewing our procedures and working practices. The review team concluded that 
the ‘2018/19 election observation roster mustering process was transparent, fair and carried out 
to a high standard.’

That report demonstrates that the Irish system for election monitoring to be robust and ef-
fective by international standards. 

It does, however, highlight the exceptional burden created by unreasonably voluminous 
correspondence, repetitive transparency requests and appeals, noting an observation by the In-
formation Commissioner of ‘one facet of this volume of work as ‘a continuation of that same 
pattern of conduct … that I found to be an abuse of process [in a previous case]’…’.

The Rapid Response Corps is a roster of experts available to deploy at short notice under the 
UN Standby Partnership Programme in response to severe, sudden-onset crises and emergen-
cies. The specialist nature of the Rapid Response Corps means that it has a different remit and 
is not analogous to the volunteer election roster. 

As outlined in response to Parliamentary Questions No. 329 of 2 February 2021 and No. 
7214 of 10 February 2021, this Department expects to launch the next recruitment campaign 
to that roster in 2022. The last such recruitment took place in 2018. The timing of recruitment 
campaigns is to ensure that the skills of Rapid Response Corps members are aligned with the 
skills required by UN agencies, within the Standby Partnership Programme, which can vary 
periodically.

In the case of both of these rosters, there were significantly more applicants than places 
available, and thus the disappointment of those who were not successful in these competitions 
is understandable. Nevertheless, as outlined above, these competitions were conducted to a 
very high standard and included appeals processes, thus continued efforts to overturn the out-
come of these open and competitive processes would do an injustice to those who came through 
the competitions and have earned their places on the rosters. 

1. www.dfa.ie/media/dfa/newsmedia/EOM-review-DCAD-FINAL-Report.pdf.

2. https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-07-10_pq108-10-7-19_en.pdf.

3. www.irishaid.ie/media/irishaid/getinvolved/electionroster/Composite-Response.pdf.

24/03/2021WRHH05300International Agreements

24/03/2021WRHH05400778. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the position taken by 
Ireland will be reviewed in respect of a potential TRIPS waiver on Covid-19 vaccines in view of 
the recommendations made in the Report on the Distribution of Covid-19 Vaccines to Develop-
ing Countries compiled by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence; the 
engagement his Department will seek with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment and the EU Commission on this issue in advance of the next meeting of the World Trade 
Organization in April; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15501/21]

24/03/2021WRHH05500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Enterprise, 
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Trade and Employment leads on World Trade Organisation (WTO) matters, including on the 
current discussion on the Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agree-
ment.  My Department continues to liaise with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment on this and a number of related matters, on an ongoing basis. 

In the meantime, my Department has announced an additional €5 million in Irish Aid fund-
ing for the  response to Covid-19, to enable developing countries access vaccines.  Most of this 
funding will go to the COVAX facility, a global UN-led mechanism for pooling procurement 
and fair distribution of vaccines. This is part of the €50 million allocated by my Department to 
global health in 2021.

I would like to thank the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence for their recent 
‘Report on the Distribution of Covid-19 Vaccines to Developing Countries’, the recommenda-
tions of which are being considered across relevant Government Departments.

24/03/2021WRHH05600Ministerial Communications

24/03/2021WRHH05700779. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the diplomatic contact 
he has had with his Chinese counterpart in the past year. [15590/21]

24/03/2021WRHH05800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Over the past twelve months I 
have had contact with my counterpart, State Councillor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, on a 
number of occasions on bilateral and broader international issues including in the framework of 
Ireland’s membership of the UN Security Council.

24/03/2021WRHH05900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRHH06000780. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of let-
ters he has issued to persons travelling here in 2020 and to date in 2021 who were travelling for 
an urgent humanitarian reason in order to avoid quarantine (details supplied). [15722/21]

24/03/2021WRHH06100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can advise the Deputy that my 
Department has not issued letters to exempt individuals from quarantine requirements.

  Question No. 781 answered with Question No. 743.

24/03/2021WRHH06300Passport Services

24/03/2021WRHH06400782. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a foreign birth 
registration application by a person (details supplied) will be processed; if a change of address 
has been added to the application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15871/21]

24/03/2021WRHH06500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused 
the processing of Foreign Births Registration (FBR) applications as Ireland is at Level 5 of the 
National Framework for Living with COVID-19. Passport Service staff have been temporar-
ily reassigned to provide consular assistance for Irish citizens overseas.  

My Department operates a clear and transparent general policy of processing FBR applica-
tions in order of receipt. However, we will consider urgent requests to expedite an application 
on a case by case basis. During Level 5 restrictions, applicants can make contact with the Pass-
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port Service through the WebChat service.

A comprehensive plan is in place to resume all services, in line with the National Framework 
for Living with COVID-19. Applications will be processed when services resume at Level 3 of 
the Framework.

With regard to this specific application, the change of details has been noted.

24/03/2021WRJJ00200Legislative Programme

24/03/2021WRJJ00300783. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress of the mari-
time jurisdiction Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15930/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Maritime Jurisdiction Bill 
will consolidate the State’s existing maritime jurisdiction legislation in one enactment and re-
vise it to make further provision in domestic law for the the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The Bill is partly intended as a complement to the streamlined, sin-
gle marine planning consent system to be established under the Maritime Area (Planning) Bill 
which is being brought forward by the Minister for Housing, Local Government & Heritage.

Drafting of the Maritime Jurisdiction Bill has now been completed by the Office of Par-
liamentary Counsel and, following receipt of final observations from relevant Departments, I 
intend shortly to bring the Bill to Government for approval and presentation to the Oireachtas.

24/03/2021WRJJ00500Human Rights

24/03/2021WRJJ00600784. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the details of his recent 
visit to Iran including discussions on human rights violations and the treatment of women; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15931/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ00700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I visited Tehran on 7 March, and 
met with the President of Iran, Dr. Hassan Rouhani and Foreign Minister, Dr. Javad Zarif.

The visit took place in the context of Ireland’s role on the Security Council as Facilitator for 
Security Council Resolution 2231. This Resolution provides for the engagement of the Security 
Council with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the Iran nuclear deal.

In my meeting with Foreign Minister Zarif I raised concerns over Iran’s record on human 
rights, including use of the death penalty (including for minors), discrimination against the 
LGBTI+ community, women’s rights, and freedom of expression. I also expressed concern 
that Iran was preventing the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Iran from visiting the 
country.

24/03/2021WRJJ00800Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRJJ00900785. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the total Covid-19-
related spend in 2020 by his Department, agency and budget line item; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [16277/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ01000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In 2020, the total Covid-19-relat-
ed spend by the Department of Foreign Affairs was €2,556,158.
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The largest element of that spend was on the repatriation of Irish citizens and residents 
abroad. With unprecedented numbers of people stranded across the world in 2020 as a result of 
Covid-19, the Department developed a comprehensive approach to repatriation of citizens who 
wished to return home. Priority was given to helping citizens who were normally resident in 
Ireland to return home safely on commercial flights wherever possible and, where not possible, 
on flights chartered by EU and other partners.  In exceptional cases, where these options were 
not available, the Department chartered flights directly to bring citizens home, notably from 
Peru, India and Nigeria. These flights were arranged in close cooperation with EU partners and 
were supported through the EU “Union Civil Protection Mechanism” which allows for partial 
co-financing of flights. In addition, all citizens who received an emergency repatriation and/
or assistance loan, including those who travelled on the charter flights, signed an agreement to 
repay that loan within six months.

Under this comprehensive approach, the Department spent €1.54m on repatriations in 2020. 
The EU refund process and the Department’s billing process is still ongoing. 

Other Covid-19-related spend includes costs relating to the running of the Covid Crisis Cen-
tre, the purchase and delivery of PPE to our HQ offices and our Missions abroad, the provision 
of home and remote working supports to staff, additional cleaning costs and health services 
costs including Covid tests for staff going to or coming from their overseas posting or other es-
sential travel. Details are provided in the following table:

Item Costs (€)
Covid-19-related repatriation costs    1,539,503 
ICT remote working supports, inc. consumables    296,805 
Staff-related health services costs    49,462 
PPE and Cleaning materials, inc. transport costs for PPE to Missions 
abroad    

131,303 

Costs related to the running of the Crisis Centre    35,211 
Additional cleaning services   131,658 
Costs relating to the cancellation of 2020 St. Patrick’s Day events    22,270 
Covid-19-related staff training    12,680 
Furniture, equipment, signage and premises costs    119,456 
Travel and accommodation costs inc. air travel, taxis, vehicle hire and 
ticket cancellation costs    

156,687 

Communications costs inc. postage    33,082 
Professional services inc. translations   5,300 
Meeting costs    3,095 
Additional security costs    6,338 
Miscellaneous 13,073 
Consultancy costs    235 
TOTAL 2,556,158

24/03/2021WRJJ01100Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRJJ01200786. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the payment options 
available for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by his Department; and if there are plans to 
provide further online payment facilities. [16297/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ01300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department for Foreign Af-
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fairs provides a number of services to the public in Ireland and through its Embassies and 
Consulates abroad including passport services, consular services such as authentication and 
apostille services, and visa services. 

The methods of payments available depend on the service and the location. These payment 
methods include debit and credit cards, online payments, bank transfers, bank drafts and postal 
orders. In certain locations, visa application fees are paid via a Visa Application Centre. In some 
limited circumstances, cash can be used. 

In addition, the Department is currently using PayPal to facilitate the payment of Covid-
related repatriation bills. 

The Department will continue to seek to use the most efficient and secure methods of pay-
ment as possible, taking into account the broad range of services it provides and locations in 
which it operates.

24/03/2021WRJJ01400Defence Forces Personnel

24/03/2021WRJJ01500787. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Defence if his attention has been drawn to 
the difficulties associated with Defence Forces personnel that are non-Irish passport holders, 
in terms of serving in some operations overseas; if his Department is engaging with the De-
fence Forces to develop a solution to the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15235/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ01600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Defence Forces are currently serv-
ing in 13 missions in 12 countries worldwide in the cause of peace, and this service has contin-
ued throughout the pandemic.

In preparing for overseas deployments, ‘Host Nation’ national requirements and cultural 
sensitivities must be considered, and this extends to official documentation.

I am informed by the Military Authorities that in a limited number of cases, issues have 
arisen whereby ‘Host Nation’ requirements do not allow for the deployment of Defence Forces 
personnel who do not hold an Irish Passport.

Opportunities for overseas service are available in alternative missions for those personnel 
who do not hold an official Irish Passport.

The issues highlighted for those personnel who do not hold an Irish Passport are currently 
being considered.

24/03/2021WRJJ01700Defence Forces Strength

24/03/2021WRJJ01800788. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Defence the strength of the Permanent 
Defence Forces as of 1 March 2021; the breakdown of all ranks across the three services; the 
gender breakdown of same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[16255/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ01900794. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of women in the De-
fence Forces according to rank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14948/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ02000808. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Defence the strength of the Permanent 
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Defence Forces by rank and gender across the three services as of 12 March 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15729/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ02100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 788, 
794 and 808 together.

The following table shows the strength of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) as at 28th 
February 2021, the latest date for which such data is available, broken down by rank, service 
and gender.

In line with current policies and commitments a number of initiatives have been implement-
ed to increase the level of female participation in the Permanent Defence Force. These include:

- Special consideration is paid to women as a target group for recruitment within the general 
recruitment framework.

- A Gender Equality and Diversity Officer has been appointed to promote gender equality 
policies and training within the Defence Forces. The Defence Forces are committed to gender 
equality and employ a gender perspective in the planning and execution of operations both at 
home and overseas and in all policies and regulations. Gender Advisors are available to all Bri-
gades and Services and trained Gender Focal Points are deployed with all overseas units and 
ships in order to promote a gender perspective in operations.

- A Defence Forces Women’s Network was established with the aim of increasing the par-
ticipation of female personnel at all levels of the organisation.

Over the lifetime of the White Paper on Defence, a number of projects will be progressed to 
ensure the development and promotion of strategies that continue to support increased female 
participation in the Defence Forces.

  The Government remains committed to a policy of equal opportunity for men and women 
throughout the Defence Forces and to the full participation by women in all aspects of Defence 
Forces activities.

  [<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumen-
tation/2021-03-24_pq788-24-3-21_en.xlsx”>Strength by Rank</a>]

24/03/2021WRJJ02200Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRJJ02300789. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Defence the details of the process 
through which his Department drafts and produces legislation; if his Department outsources the 
drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was outsourced since he took office; 
and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14415/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ02400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Bills from my Department are drafted by 
the Office of Parliamentary Counsel on foot of a general scheme prepared by the Department 
which has been approved by Government. Once drafting of a Bill has been completed, approval 
is sought from Government for the publication of the Bill and its introduction to the Houses of 
the Oireachtas. 

The preparation of secondary legislation is carried out as required by officials of the Depart-
ment.

Since taking office, my Department has not outsourced the drafting of any legislation.
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24/03/2021WRJJ02500Defence Forces Reserve

24/03/2021WRJJ02600790. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the optimum strength level of the 
Reserve Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14751/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ02700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Reserve Defence Force (RDF) is 
comprised of the Army Reserve (AR), the Naval Service Reserve (NSR) and the First Line 
Reserve (FLR). 

Defence Force Regulation CS4 determines the regulatory establishment limits for the Per-
manent Defence Force (PDF) and the RDF. The establishment figure for the RDF as provided 
in this Regulation, is 4,069 personnel comprising 3,869 for the Army Reserve (AR), and 200 for 
the Naval Service Reserve. (NSR). There is no set establishment for the FLR.

A key ongoing challenge for the RDF is to recruit and retain personnel and the Government 
remains committed to improving the strength level of the RDF.

This commitment is exemplified by the rolling recruitment model for the RDF being imple-
mented this year which is similar to the model currently used for the PDF General Service 
recruitment, as well as other outreach initiatives. 

Paid training rates for members of the RDF have now been restored, having previously been 
reduced as part of cost savings measures during the economic downturn. In addition, the Gov-
ernment has approved proposed amendments to the Defence (amendment) Bill 2020, which 
will update Defence legislation relating to utilisation of the RDF.

As part of its terms of reference, the Commission on the Defence Forces will also examine 
the role and contribution of the RDF, including its legislation; the regulations governing the 
RDF; the development of the First Line Reserve; and the utilisation of the RDF in support of the 
PDF and on overseas missions. The Commission is due to report at the end of the year.

24/03/2021WRJJ02800Defence Forces Reserve

24/03/2021WRJJ02900791. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the current strength level of the 
Reserve Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14752/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ03000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Reserve Defence Force (RDF) is 
comprised of the Army Reserve (AR), the Naval Service Reserve (NSR) and the First Line 
Reserve (FLR).

As at 31 January 2021, the effective strength of the AR is 1,458 personnel and the NSR is 
125 personnel. The strength of the FLR at that date, is 263 personnel.

The Government remains committed to restoring the strength of the RDF, however the 
capacity to induct and train recruits has been severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The same personnel and resources are utilised for both Permanent Defence Force (PDF) and 
Reserve Defence Force (RDF) recruitment. Given the competing recruitment demands at pres-
ent, Permanent Defence Force (PDF) recruitment is, and will remain a priority.  However, RDF 
recruitment will also be progressed to the greatest extent possible.

Taking public health guidelines into account, the Defence Forces have remained committed 
to optimising the number of personnel inducted and last year new members were inducted into 
the Army Reserve (62), and Naval Service Reserve (7).
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I have been advised that the Defence Forces are introducing ongoing recruitment to the AR 
and NSR this year, similar to the model currently used for the PDF General Service recruitment.

24/03/2021WRJJ03100Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRJJ03200792. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Defence the five most recent sig-
nificant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of his Department which have 
required his sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal 
for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements making up this 
period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in 
assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contractors; and the way this dura-
tion compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset of the process. [14773/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ03300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Defence Forces Built Infrastructural 
Programme 2020-2025 was published in January 2020. This Programme, which is a 5 year 
plan, provides a blueprint for investment in the Defence Forces built infrastructure over a multi 
annual timeframe including timeframes for the delivery of projects. Over the course of the pro-
gramme it is projected that some €145m will be allocated to ensure programme delivery.

In my Department there is a joint Civil/Military High Level Public Procurement Group 
which is assigned to act as the Sanctioning Authority for capital and current expenditure pro-
posals. Its function is to develop and implement multi-annual plans for equipment procurement 
and infrastructure development based on the policy proposal set out on the White paper.

The five most recent significant capital projects entered into by the Department are listed in 
the following table:

Capital Project HLPPG Business 
Case Approval 

E Tenders Closing 
of Competition Date 

Letter of Intent initi-
ated with Successful 
Tenderer

Contract Award Impact on Time-
frame 

Proposed Personnel Support 
Services Resource Centre, 
Camp Field, Collins Bar-
racks

December 2019 July 2020 September 2020 October 2020 4 months-Covid 
Affected – Re-
tendered

Military Training Facility, 
No Danger Area Range, 
Gormanstown, Meath   

May 2020 August 2020 September 2020 October 2020 On target

Remediation of Spencer Jetty 
at the Naval Base, Haulbow-
line, Cork             

June 2020 July 2020 November 2020 February 2021 6 months–Covid 
Affected

Military Training Facility, 
No Danger Area Range, 
Kilworth, Cork  

July 2020 August 2020 October 2020 October 2020 On target

Replacement of Stand By 
Generators, Casement

August 2020 October 2020 December 2020 February 2021 5 months-Covid 
Affected

Following the Public Health Measures announced on 27 March 2020, aimed at slowing the 
spread of Covid 19 virus, work on three of the infrastructure projects listed above was affected.

24/03/2021WRJJ03400Defence Forces Personnel

24/03/2021WRJJ03500793. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of women currently 
serving in the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14859/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ03600798. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of women members 
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of the Defence Forces who have served overseas in each of the past five years in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14954/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ03700800. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of women who have 
left the Defence Forces in each of past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14956/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ03800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 793, 
798 and 800 together.

As at 28th February 2021, the latest date for which such data is available, the number of 
female personnel in the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) was 599. 

The following table details the number of females who discharged from Permanent Defence 
Force (PDF) and the number who have served overseas, in each of the past 5 years:

Year Females discharged Females Served Overseas 
 2016  23 66
 2017  42 79
 2018  53  78
 2019  47 101
 2020  28 105

Personnel discharge for a variety of reasons including on age grounds, at end of contract 
and voluntary discharges.  Discharges also include trainees who exited prior to completion of 
their initial training. 

In line with current policies and commitments a number of initiatives have been implement-
ed to increase the level of female participation in the Permanent Defence Force. These include:

-  Special consideration is paid to women as a target group for recruitment within the general 
recruitment framework.

-  A Gender Equality and Diversity Officer has been appointed to promote gender equality 
policies and training within the Defence Forces. The Defence Forces are committed to gender 
equality and employ a gender perspective in the planning and execution of operations both at 
home and overseas and in all policies and regulations. Gender Advisors are available to all Bri-
gades and Services and trained Gender Focal Points are deployed with all overseas units and 
ships in order to promote a gender perspective in operations.

-  A Defence Forces Women’s Network was established with the aim of increasing the par-
ticipation of female personnel at all levels of the organisation.

Over the lifetime of the White Paper on Defence, a number of projects will be progressed to 
ensure the development and promotion of strategies that continue to support increased female 
participation in the Defence Forces.

The Government remains committed to a policy of equal opportunity for men and women 
throughout the Defence Forces and to the full participation by women in all aspects of Defence 
Forces activities.

  Question No. 794 answered with Question No. 788.
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24/03/2021WRJJ04000Defence Forces Medical Services

24/03/2021WRJJ04100795. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the measures in place to provide 
for the healthcare and welfare of members of the Defence Forces; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14949/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ04200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): A wide range of medical services are pro-
vided to members of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) at the State’s expense. These include:

- an annual medical examination,

- sick parades,

- attendance at GP surgery outside of sick parade and out-of-hours GP services,

- prescription services,

- laboratory services,

- physiotherapy,

- chiropody,

- radiology,

- ophthalmic examinations,

- clinical mental health services provided by an in-house psychiatrist and two in-house psy-
chologists,

- in-patient and outpatient public hospital charges,

- routine dental treatment, and

- the provision of overseas medical services, including global comprehensive medical insur-
ance in the case of Defence Forces personnel (including dependents) assigned to longer term 
overseas administrative posts.

Commissioned Officers and members of the Army Nursing Service may also avail of private 
consultant appointments and diagnostic tests, and private/semi-private hospital treatment de-
pendent on rank. The Programme for Government contains a committment to “ensure that all 
enlisted members of the Defence Forces have the same access to health care as officers cur-
rently do”. A Working Group has been established to bring forward proposals on this matter and 
report back to me during 2021.

In addition, the Defence Forces Personnel Support Services (PSS) provide a welfare, infor-
mation, psycho-social support and referral service, that is professional, responsive and confi-
dential, to serving members of the Defence Forces and their families and to civilian employees, 
and in a limited role to veterans, to sustain and enhance the individual wellbeing of personnel, 
and to promote a safe and positive work culture in order to support the effectiveness of the 
Defence Forces. The PSS provides a friendly and familiar service to discuss any issues, big or 
small, that may be giving cause for concern. In addition, the service provides an array of profes-
sional skills to support military personnel and their families. For routine advice and for more 
serious issues, PSS provides confidential and professional support, giving military personnel 
and their families advice, information and guidance. 

As additional support, the Department of Defence has arranged the provision of a con-
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fidential counselling, referral and support service, on a wide range of personal and work re-
lated issues, for serving members of the Defence Forces, civilian employees and Civil Defence 
members. A Freephone confidential helpline is available on a 24/7 basis 365 days a year and is 
staffed by fully-trained and experienced counsellors. 

The Chaplaincy Service also provides confidential, comprehensive pastoral support and 
spiritual care to personnel at home and overseas.

24/03/2021WRJJ04300Military Honours

24/03/2021WRJJ04400796. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the status of the review process 
which he informed Dáil Éireann in November 2020 was in progress to examine the awarding of 
military honours to those members of the Defence Forces who were recommended for medals 
following their acts of gallantry during the siege at Jadotville; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14950/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ04500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The issue of awarding of Military Med-
als for Gallantry (MMG) and Distinguished Service Medals (DSMs) to personnel who served 
in Jadotville in September 1961 has been considered on a number of occasions over the years 
and a number of actions have taken place to give due recognition to the courage and bravery of 
all the members of “A” Company, 35th Infantry Battalion who were stationed in Jadotville in 
1961.

Notwithstanding the actions that have been undertaken to date, the Minister asked the Chief 
of Staff to consider whether it is possible, as an exceptional measure, to have a retrospective 
examination of the events at Jadotville in September 1961 in the context of the award of med-
als and the possible implications for the integrity of the award of medals system.  In response 
the Chief of Staff proposed the establishment of an independent group of external experts to 
consider the entire case and evidence, including new evidence, if any, available.

The Independent Review Group has now been established by the Chief of Staff and consists 
of the following members:

Brigadier-General Paul Pakenham (Retired) (Group Chairperson).

Dr Michael Kennedy, Royal Irish Academy.

Commandant Billy Campbell (Retired).

RSM Michael Dillon (Retired).

Ms Linda Hickey, Military Archives.

Their Terms of Reference are as follows:-

(a)  The Review Group will consider ONUC’s operational environment in Katanga, and in 
particular in Elizabethville and Jadotville

(b)  The Review Group will consider the historical evidence and processes in relation to 
all recommendations for military medals received with respect to the events at Jadotville or 
encompassing Jadotville.

(c)  The Review Group will engage with national and international stakeholders (including 
Jadotville veterans) as appropriate, with a view to uncovering any additional or new evidence 
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in this case.

(d) The Review Group may consider the actions of individuals not already the subject of a 
recommendation for a medal in respect of Jadotville

(e)  The Review Group will report its findings to the Chief of Staff. The Review Group may 
make recommendations in relation to possible awards in respect of Jadotville.

In line with the Terms of Reference, the Independent Review Group will examine, report 
and make recommendations in relation to the ‘Battle of Jadotville’ from 13 to 17 September 
1961 and will report its findings to the Chief of Staff. The Independent Review Group has com-
menced its work and was due to conclude by 31st March 2021. However, a request for an ex-
tension to the reporting date has been submitted by the Chairperson of the Independent Review 
Group to the Convening Authority. This is currently under consideration.

Once this work has been concluded, the Chief of Staff will make recommendations as ap-
propriate to the Minister.

24/03/2021WRJJ04600Defence Forces Personnel

24/03/2021WRJJ04700797. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of current members 
of the Defence Forces who are parents broken down by gender; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14953/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ04800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am unable to provide a response to the 
Deputy as I am advised by the Military Authorities that these details are not routinely recorded 
and there are no parameters within the Defence Forces Personnel Management System Data-
base to faciliate an accurate return.

  Question No. 798 answered with Question No. 793.

24/03/2021WRJJ05000Defence Forces Personnel

24/03/2021WRJJ05100799. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of women recruited to 
the Defence Forces in each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14955/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ05200801. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence if the Defence Forces has under-
taken recruitment drives or campaigns specifically targeted at women; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14957/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ05300802. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence if the Defence Forces has un-
dertaken recruitment drives or campaigns specifically targeted at citizens from an ethnic back-
ground; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14958/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ05400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 799, 
801 and 802 together.

The following table shows the number of women inducted into the Permanent Defence 
Force in each of the past five years:
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Year Total Females Inducted  % of Total Inductions
2016 54  7.8%
2017 69  9.2%
2018 50  8.2%
2019 44  7.3%
2020 42  7.8%

The military authorities advise that a number of initiatives have been undertaken with a 
view to increasing the number of women who join the Defence Forces.

These include the launching of a strategic campaign with the specific objective of increasing 
the induction of women into the organisation. In addition to traditional media, the campaign 
was supported by social media posts, using serving female personnel as role models.

Current campaigns have an enduring requirement to reach out to females within the recruit-
ment demographic via a variety of channels, including social media, sporting organisations and 
schools.

The military authorities further advise that potential applicants from an ethnic background 
are included in the target demographic that the Defence Forces seeks to reach in regular cam-
paigns and ongoing promotions through various channels. 

The target demographic and associated gatekeepers, are reached through traditional media, 
schools and various recruitment events, including multicultural events when such opportunities 
present.

  Question No. 800 answered with Question No. 793.

  Questions Nos. 801 and 802 answered with Question No. 799.

24/03/2021WRJJ05800Defence Forces Remuneration

24/03/2021WRJJ05900803. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the pay and renumeration structure 
for all ranks in the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15004/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ06000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to advise the Deputy that the cur-
rent rates of pay and allowances for all members of the Defence Forces are publicly available 
through the Department of Defence Website (www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/e8132-
routinely-published-information/#defence-forces-pay-scales).

24/03/2021WRJJ06100Ministerial Meetings

24/03/2021WRJJ06200804. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence if the Minister of State 
in his Department has engaged in any meetings with representatives of foreign governments, 
organisations or state bodies involved in the defence sector or in relation to defence policy since 
31 January 2021; if so, the details of such meetings; and if the Minister of State represented the 
Department of Defence at any of these meetings. [15032/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ06300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): During February, I met with the Minister 
of State at the Department of Defence, Mr. Jack Chambers, T.D., on two occasions where we 
discussed defence policy priorities.
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I am also aware that on the 12th February, the Minister of State met with the recently ap-
pointed UK Ambassador to Ireland, Mr. Paul Johnston.  Meetings with Ministers and Ministers 
of State are usually held by newly appointed ambassadors to introduce themselves and familia-
rise themselves with current issues.

The main issue of discussion at the meeting on 12th February was Ireland’s parliamentary 
process and Minister of State Chamber’s role as Government Chief Whip.  Issues relating to his 
role as Minister of State for Gaeltacht Affairs and Sport were also discussed at this meeting. In 
relation to Defence, the future role of the UK in EU Security and Defence matters, the Irish/UK 
Memorandum of Understanding in relation to Defence Cooperation and the ongoing work of 
the Commission on the Defence Forces were referenced.  MoS Chambers was accompanied at 
this meeting by a senior official from my Department.

24/03/2021WRJJ06400Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRJJ06500805. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Defence the number of vehicles owned 
or leased and operated by his Department and agencies and semi-State companies under his re-
mit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE vehicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, 
diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15115/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ06600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The acquisition of new equipment and 
the upgrading of equipment for the Defence Forces remains a clear focus for the Defence Or-
ganisation. Future equipment priorities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are consid-
ered in the context of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and 
equipment priorities planning process.

In this context the principal aim over the period of the White Paper is to replace and up-
grade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for a wide range 
of operational requirements at home and overseas. Budget 2021 provides a Capital allocation 
of €131 m for investment in Defence equipment and barracks infrastructure and will enable 
continued investment in major equipment platforms such as Defence Forces vehicle fleet. The 
increased capital funding for 2021 builds on increased levels of capital expenditure totalling 
€392m over the years 2018 – 2020.

Certain purchasing is carried out by the Defence Forces directly under delegation of fi-
nancial responsibility which permits the Defence Forces to procure a wide range of goods 
and services directly, this includes the purchasing of non-armoured vehicles. I am advised by 
the military authorities that the Defence Forces vehicle fleet consists of approximately 1,700 
individual vehicles of different types and configurations. There are no leased vehicles in the 
Defence Forces Fleet. The table below provides a breakdown of ICE and Non-ICE by fuel type.

Ice Vehicles Number of Vehicles
 Diesel  1618
 Petrol  79
 Petrol Hybrid  3
 Total  1700
 Non ICE Vehicles  
 Electric  19
 Total  19
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Ice Vehicles Number of Vehicles
 Grand Total 1719 

I am further advised by the miltiary authorities that they maintain two fleets of vehicles; the 
military fleet and the administrative fleet. The military fleet, which consists of military specific 
vehicles such as armoured vehicles, trucks and off-road SUVs, comprises approximately 55% 
of the fleet. The administrative fleet are vehicles that can be purchased commercially such 
as saloon, stores vehicles and minibuses. They comprise approximately 45% of the Defence 
Forces fleet. 

In line with Government policy in relation to the Clean Vehicle Directive, the Defence 
Forces are committed to procuring vehicles that have reduced carbon emissions.

Due to the specific nature and requirements of the military fleet of vehicles and the locations 
where they are likely to operate, these vehicles are ICE type and will be replaced, as required, 
with fossil fuel ICE vehicles for the reasons outlined above. The Defence Forces, however, en-
deavours to replace these ICE vehicles with more energy efficient models where possible. For 
example, the new SUV and Troop Carrying Vehicle (TCV) fleets will be replaced with EURO 
6 compliant engines which will result in a 50% reduction in emissions compared to the older 
EURO 3 engines which they replace. 

The Defence Forces has committed to replacing the administrative fleet with energy effi-
cient (green vehicles) as the technology allows and has committed to spend a minimum of 6% 
of the DF vehicle replacement budget on EV in 2020 and a minimum of 7% in 2021. In 2020, 
the Defence Forces procured 8 Nissan Leafs vehicles, 10 electric All Terrain vehicles and a 
Groupil electric utility vehicle. It is planned to procure a further 16 electric vehicles in 2021.

All Defence Forces installations have been fitted with Elective Vehicle charging points to 
sustain the enlargement of the Defence Forces Electric Vehicle fleet into the future.

I am satisfied that, with these new acquisitions and the planning for future clean vehicle pro-
curements, the Defence Forces will continue to have the necessary modern and effective range 
of equipment available to them in order to fulfil all roles assigned to them by Government.

24/03/2021WRJJ06700Defence Forces Personnel

24/03/2021WRJJ06800806. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Defence if he will address a matter 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding the vaccination of overseas Defence Forc-
es personnel. [15303/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ06900809. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Defence if he will arrange vac-
cinations for the 117th Infantry Battalion in Lebanon given that it is experiencing difficulty and 
isolation due to measures to stop the spread of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15852/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ07000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 806 and 
809 together.

The COVID-19 vaccine Allocation Strategy was developed by the National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee (NIAC) and the Department of Health, endorsed by the National Public 
Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020. It sets 
out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. 
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The Defence Forces has established vaccine prioritisation which is in line with this national 
allocation strategy. Initial Vaccination priority is for Defence Force personnel who are provid-
ing front line support to the HSE and National Ambulance Service in the national effort to 
combat COVID-19.

Personnel selected for deployment to overseas missions over the coming months will fall 
into a prioritised grouping, and the intention is that they will be vaccinated against COVID-19 
prior to deployment, subject to availability of the vaccine which is coordinated through the 
HSE.

As you will appreciate, there are signifcant logisitical challenges in transporting and admin-
istering the  Covid 19 vaccines to personnel currently deployed overseas on Peacekeeping du-
ties.  Those personnel will be vaccinated on their return in accordance with the Defence Force 
prioritisation within the national allocation strategy.

As Minister for Defence, I am keenly aware of the impact the COVID 19 pandemic is hav-
ing on members of the Defence Forces  deployed overseas and their families. I recognise and 
appreciate the additional personal sacrifices being made by troops deployed overseas at this 
time.

24/03/2021WRJJ07100Defence Forces Personnel

24/03/2021WRJJ07200807. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence the number of persons dis-
missed from the Defence Forces for misconduct of a sexual nature in each of the years 2000 to 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15555/21]

24/03/2021WRJJ07300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The discharge of personnel from the 
Defence Forces is governed under the provisions of Defence Forces Regulation (DFR) A10 – 
Enlistment, Promotions, Reductions, Transfers to the Reserve Defence Forces and Discharge. 
An individual member of the Permanent Defence Force may be discharged for any one of the 
twenty-six reasons identified in DFR A10, with the relevant reason used in recording the reason 
for discharge.

I am informed by the Military Authorities that discharge as a result of misconduct of a 
sexual nature is not specifically classified or recorded electronically on the Personnel Manage-
ment System.

Separately, I have been informed by the Military Authorities that, in the past 10 years, two 
members of the Defence Forces were court- martialled for sexual offences. In both cases, the 
charges were proven and both individuals were discharged from the Defence Forces.

       Question No. 808 answered with Question No. 788.

  Question No. 809 answered with Question No. 806.

24/03/2021WRKK00400Defence Forces Remuneration

24/03/2021WRKK00500810. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Defence the way in which he plans to 
bridge the gap of ten years between forced early retirement on age grounds in the Defence 
Forces and access to the State pension. [15960/21]
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24/03/2021WRKK00600811. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Defence his plans to extend the supple-
mentary pension provision to post-2013 new entrants to give them the option of a lengthy career 
in the Defence Forces. [15961/21]

24/03/2021WRKK00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 810 and 
811 together.

I take it that the Deputy is referring to the absence of the concept of “supplementary pen-
sions” from the provisions of the Single Public Service Pension Scheme. 

The occupational pension scheme terms of post-1 January 2013 new entrants to the public 
service, including the Permanent Defence Force (PDF), are governed by the Public Service 
Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012.  All first-time new entrants to pen-
sionable public service employment on or after that date are members of the Single Scheme. 

The Single Scheme is a key structural fiscal reform introduced to help significantly re-
duce the cost of public service pensions in the long term, while at the same time continuing to 
provide valuable pension benefits for employees. In the general context of that policy objec-
tive, the terms and rules of the Single Scheme – which are fundamentally different to previous 
superannuation public service arrangements – make no provision for the concept or award of 
supplementary pensions for any new entrants joining any public service group from 1 January 
2013 onwards.

Notwithstanding the distinguishing features of the Single Scheme, members of the PDF 
in that Scheme retain the minimum pension age of 50 to reflect operational needs, as already 
applies to new entrant military personnel recruited since April 2004. Importantly, the Single 
Scheme also retains ‘fast accrual’ pension terms for groups such as the Defence Forces.

Under the 2012 Act, overall statutory responsibility for the Single Scheme pension terms 
and rules rests with my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.  In that 
regard, the absence from the Single Scheme of provision for the concept of supplementary pen-
sions for any new entrants joining any public service group – including the PDF – on or after 1st 
January 2013, has previously been confirmed by the Official Side, which includes the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform, to the Defence Forces Representative Associations. 

Access to the State Pension is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Social Protection.   
As the Deputy will be aware, the Government have established a Commission on Pensions 
under a Programme for Government commitment. The Commission’s remit is to examine sus-
tainability and eligibility issues with the State Pension and the Social Insurance Fund and also 
consider the issue of retirement ages in employment contracts and consider how the pension 
system can further accommodate carers.

In accordance with its terms of reference, the Commission will submit a report on its work, 
findings, options and recommendations to the Minister for Social Protection by 30 June 2021.

I am also advised that the Public Service Pay Commission considered certain aspects of 
military superannuation provisions, which were submitted as an influencing factor on military 
recruitment and/or retention outcomes. The Commission’s report on recruitment and reten-
tion in the Permanent Defence Force which was accepted in full by Government in July 2019 
considered the concerns expressed by the military Representative Associations in relation to 
various aspects of pension scheme provisions for the Defence Forces. The Commission made 
no recommendations advocating any improvements to the pension scheme terms of the PDF.

However, the PSPC report did recommend a range of measures relating to pay and non-pay 
aspects that would result in immediate and future benefits for members of the PDF.  The High 
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Level Plan- “Strengthening Our Defence Forces” provides for actions or projects to be under-
taken to deliver on the PSCP recommendations. A project to consider options to tackle barriers 
to extended participation in the PDF (including the possibility of extending retirement ages 
for members of the PDF) is underway. This project is divided into two phases. The first phase, 
focusing on reviewing mandatory retirement ages for officers and the second phase to review 
contracts of service for enlisted personnel. As this review is currently underway, it would be 
inappropriate to pre-empt any recommendations that may arise regarding mandatory retirement 
ages in the PDF.

24/03/2021WRKK00900Defence Forces Remuneration

24/03/2021WRKK01000812. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Defence the status of the implementation 
of the strengthening of the Defence Forces high-level implementation plan. [15962/21]

24/03/2021WRKK01100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government’s high level plan 
“Strengthening Our Defence Forces – Phase 1” sets out a range of actions to be undertaken in 
the short, medium and longer term. The plan is complemented by a range of other HR actions 
which were already underway.

The immediate pay measures set out in the plan i.e. an increase in Military Service Allow-
ance, the reversal of 10% cuts to allowances and the restoration of weekend premium rates for 
overtime were implemented immediately upon their acceptance by the PDF Representative As-
sociations. A service commitment scheme for pilots was also re-introduced, with very positive 
uptake.

The remaining projects in the plan contain both pay and non-pay measures. The pay related 
projects include a review of pay structures, consideration of incentivised long service arrange-
ments and a review of technical pay (grade 2-6) arrangements, and are part of wider Public 
Sector Pay considerations.

 The table below summarises the current status for each of the 15 projects included in the 
plan:

Project Title Status
V1 Review of Pay Structures This project is being considered in light of the current Public 

Sector Pay Agreement. 
V2 Increase MSA Project completed – Payments made in Oct/Nov 2019.
V3 Restore Allowances cut under Hadding-

ton Road Agreement
Project completed – Payments made in Oct/Nov 2019.

V4 Restore weekend premium rates Project completed – Payments made in Oct/Nov 2019.
R1 Restore Pilot Service Commitment 

Scheme
Project completed – Scheme Promulgated November 2019.

R2 Tech 2 - 6 arrangements 2 Reports completed in October 2019 and January 2020. These 
Reports are being considered in light of the current Public Sec-
tor Pay Agreement. 

R3 Incentivised long service arrangements - 
NCO and Officer ranks

Report completed - October 2019. This project is  being consid-
ered in light of the current Public Sector Pay agreement. 

R4 Barriers to extended participation in the 
PDF

Project divided into 2 Phases. Phase 1 – Review of Manda-
tory Retirement Ages for Officers - Draft Report completed 
and a number of issues under discussion with DPER.   Phase 
2 – Review of Contracts of Service for Enlisted Personnel is 
progressing.           

R5 Bespoke Management training for leaders 
and managers

Project completed - July 2020.
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Project Title Status
R6 Professional Military Education [PME] 

Strategy
Project completed - March 2021.

R7 Mental Health and Wellbeing Strategy Project completed - December 2020.
R8 Non-Pay Retention Measures in the PDF Project completed - October 2020.
R9 Additional specialist posts for high turn-

over/long lead in appointments.
This Report is near completion.

A1 Review of Recruitment methods for PDF This Report is near completion.
A2 Workforce Planning This project is being progressed through the Strategic Human 

Resources Group as embedding and monitoring workforce 
planning in the Defence Forces will be an ongoing task.

24/03/2021WRKK01200EU Directives

24/03/2021WRKK01300813. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Defence the status of the implementation 
of the EU Working Time Directive in relation to the Defence Forces. [15963/21]

24/03/2021WRKK01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU Working Time Directive has been 
transposed into national legislation by way of the Organisation of Working Time Act, 1997. The 
Defence Forces are currently excluded from the provisions of the Organisation of Working 
Time Act 1997. The Government, however, has committed to amending this Act and bringing 
both the Defence Forces and An Garda Síochána within the scope of its provisions, where ap-
propriate. 

Responsibility for preparing an appropriate legislative framework in this regard transferred 
to the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (DETE) in October 2020.  My Depart-
ment is working closely with DETE to progress the regulatory amendment required to remove 
the blanket exclusion and bring the Defence Forces within the parameters of the Act whilst 
having regard to the unique nature of some of their activities which may require exemption or 
derogation from the provisions of the Act. 

The Working Time Directive recognises the unique nature of certain military activities and 
allows for derogations and exemptions of such activities. A significant amount of work has 
been undertaken by civil and military management in determining the military activities that 
fall within the scope of the Directive. I have been advised that a high percentage of the normal 
everyday work of the Defence Forces is already in compliance with the Working Time Direc-
tive and that a range of activities also qualify for exemption. Deliberations on these matters are 
continuing between civilian and military management and will feed into amendments to the 
legislative framework.  

A subcommittee of the Defence Conciliation and Arbitration Council (comprising of the 
Representative Associations, military and civil management) has been established to discuss 
matters relating to implementation of the Working Time Directive, where appropriate. Arising 
from those discussions, amended practices regarding compensatory rest have been introduced. 
This builds upon existing work practices relating to compensatory rest which comply with the 
Directive. Further discussions with the Defence Forces Representative Associations will be 
undertaken, through this forum, as the current work evolves. 

My Department and the Defence Forces remain fully committed to ensuring that the provi-
sions of the Working Directive are applied throughout the Defence Forces and I can assure the 
Deputy that the health and safety of personnel in the Defence Forces remains a priority for my-
self and the Chief of Staff.
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24/03/2021WRKK01500Defence Forces Expenditure

24/03/2021WRKK01600814. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Defence his plans for additional defence 
investment in strategic airlift, air intercept and airspace monitoring primary radar capability and 
cyber defence and intelligence. [15964/21]

24/03/2021WRKK01700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My priority as Minister for Defence is to 
ensure that the operational capability of the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service is maintained 
to the greatest extent possible. This is primarily to enable the Defence Forces to carry out their 
roles as assigned by Government as set out in the White Paper on Defence.  Equipment pri-
orities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are being considered in the context of the 
lifetime of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and Equipment 
Development Planning (EDP) process.  

In this context, the principal aim over the period of the White Paper is to replace and up-
grade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for a wide range of 
operational requirements at home and overseas. Budget 2021 provides a Capital allocation of 
€131m for investment in Defence equipment and barracks infrastructure and will enable con-
tinued investment in major equipment platforms. The increased capital funding for 2021 builds 
on increased levels of capital expenditure totalling €392m over the years 2018 – 2020.

In relation to air-based capability, my immediate priorities have been the acquisition of three 
Pilatus PC-12 aircraft in the Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance 
(ISTAR) role and for two Airbus C295 maritime patrol aircraft.  An additional PC-12 was also 
acquired in response to the Covid 19 situation.  No decisions have been made for the acquisition 
of additional aircraft in other roles.  Some €276 million, including VAT, has been committed to 
the acquisition of these enhanced capabilities.

While the option of acquiring a wider military lift capability has been mentioned, it is not 
identified as an action in the present EDP.  Much of this longer range lift capability is provided 
by way of chartering aircraft through a competitive procurement process on an as-required ba-
sis.  To date, this has been considered to be the most cost effective approach taking account of 
the acquisition, running and maintenance costs of larger aircraft in the context of their expected 
usage and contingency requirements.  The overall priorities in the EDP will remain under re-
view as it is progressively implemented and taking account of funding availability.

It remains Government policy, as per the 2015 White Paper on Defence, that should addi-
tional funding, beyond that provided for in existing plans becomes available, the development 
of a more capable air combat/intercept capability and/or a radar surveillance capability will be 
considered. 

In terms of cyber security, at national level, the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications has the lead role with inputs in the security domain from An Garda Síochána 
and the Defence Forces.  The National Cyber Security Centre, which is part of the Department 
of Environment, Climate and Communications, is the primary authority responsible for cyber 
security in the State, including incident response, cyber resilience and information provision.  
While the primary role of the Defence Forces with regard to Cyber Security relates to the de-
fence and security of its own networks and systems, the Department of Defence and the De-
fence Forces are committed to participating, under the leadership of the Department of Environ-
ment, Climate and Communications, in the delivery of measures to improve the Cyber Security 
of the State. This is being done in line with the Programme for Government commitment to 
implement the National Cyber Security Strategy, recognising the potential and important role 
of the Defence Forces.
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I am satisfied that the Defence Forces have the necessary resources available to them, in-
cluding a modern and effective range of equipment which is line with best international stan-
dards in order to fulfil all roles assigned to them by Government.

24/03/2021WRKK01800Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRKK01900815. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Defence the total Covid-19-related 
spend in 2020 by his Department, agency and budget line item; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [16278/21]

24/03/2021WRKK02000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The response by my Department to the 
Covid-19 pandemic involved Permanent Defence Force personnel, Civil Servants, Civilian Em-
ployees, members of the Reserve Defence Force and Civil Defence Volunteers and amounted to 
some €15.4 million in 2020.

Expenditure was incurred across a range of areas and included €5.3 million towards the 
acquisition of a new Pilatus PC-12 aircraft which was used to provide additional fixed-wing 
capacity response and support to the HSE, as required; some €5 million in respect of additional 
Medical, Engineering, Building, Personnel Protective Equipment, Audio-Visual, Information 
Technology, Communication and Transport costs across the Army, Air Corps and Naval Ser-
vice; some €4.2 million in respect of additional Allowance payments and some €0.3 million in 
respect of additional Civil Defence costs. In addition, Information Technology investment of 
some €0.6 million facilitated remote working across the Department, which ensured ongoing 
business continuity throughout a very challenging period.

All Covid-19 related expenditure was met from within the overall Defence Vote (Vote 36) 
allocation for 2020 and reflected the positive contribution made by the Defence Organisation 
in reacting to this crisis.

24/03/2021WRKK02100Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRKK02200816. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Defence the payment options available 
for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by his Department; and if there are plans to provide 
further online payment facilities. [16298/21]

24/03/2021WRKK02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department does not receive pay-
ments in respect of fines, charges or bills from members of the public. I can confirm that my 
Department has the facility in place to receive online payments.

24/03/2021WRKK02400Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

24/03/2021WRKK02500817. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education her views on survivors of in-
stitutional abuse not being able to access medical help, including counselling through Caranua, 
as was promised to them as part of the redress they received from the State. [13782/21]

24/03/2021WRKK02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): When the revelations of institutional 
child abuse came to the fore in the 1990s, the State sought to respond by putting in place a 
number of measures including a National Counselling Service.

The National Counselling Service (NCS) has been in existence since 2000.  It is a profes-
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sional, confidential counselling and psychotherapy service available free of charge in all re-
gions of the Health Services Executive. Priority is given to adults who have experienced trauma 
and abuse in childhood with priority given to adult survivors of institutional abuse in Ireland.

Self-referrals are accepted. Written referrals are also accepted from health care and other 
professionals such as GPs, social Workers and mental health practitioners.

Accessing the National Counselling Service is not dependent on Caranua.  Similarly, ac-
cessing the public health system is not dependent on Caranua.

24/03/2021WRKK02700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRKK02800818. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education the reason children with 
special needs including those with Down syndrome cannot go into school for even three hours a 
day with their SNAs (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13877/21]

24/03/2021WRKK02900861. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education the reason a child (details sup-
plied) with Down syndrome cannot go to school for even three hours a day with their SNA; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14506/21]

24/03/2021WRKK03000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 818 and 861 together.

I am conscious of the fact that closing schools has hugely adverse consequences at indi-
vidual, family and societal level and that the effect on children with special educational needs 
can be even greater.

Education has been deemed an essential service which means that the general public heath 
advice for people to stay at home does not apply to school staff providing an essential service 
like teachers and SNAs.

This has facilitated a phased re-opening of our schools which has been necessary to con-
tinue to limit the mobility of the population and curb the spread of the virus.

The phased re-opening have been developed in close collaboration with education stake-
holders and follow ongoing engagement with the Department of Health and Public Health, 
HSE.

There is a period of time between each phase to assess the impact of reopening on aspects 
of community transmission.  It is not possible for other children to return to in-school provision 
during this period.  

The next phased return of students to in-school education and the associated target dates is 

-  Monday 12 April -   the return to in-school education of the rest of post-primary students 
following the Easter break – i.e. first to fourth year students.

I know that this has been particularly challenging for many children with special educa-
tional needs who have not yet returned to school and their families.

My Department is anxious to support those pupils/students with SEN who are unable to 
return to in-school teaching and learning under these phases. 

At Post Primary level in recognition that not all students with complex special education 
needs will be back in school in this phase, the supplementary programme for eligible students 
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who have not yet returned to in person learning will be extended by a further two weeks (an 
additional 10 hours, for a total allocation of 30 hours).

Any unused hours can be delivered to families at any time before 30th April 2021, including 
during the Easter holidays.

My Department has been contacted by schools and families who wish to access the sup-
plementary programme in school settings. The Department has engaged with the education 
stakeholders, particularly the school management bodies on the logistical issues which may 
need to be considered in the running of this programme in school premises, particularly as this 
programme is intended to happen outside of school hours such as evenings, weekends and over 
the Easter break.

My Department has confirmed to the management bodies that the running of the supplemen-
tary programme in schools is an authorised activity. It is open to any Board of Management, 
if they so wish, to make their school premises available to facilitate the running of the supple-
mentary programme.

24/03/2021WRKK03100Residential Institutions Redress Scheme

24/03/2021WRKK03200819. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education if the commitments given 
to survivors of institutional abuse will be delivered on; and if payment for a procedure will issue 
(details supplied). [13890/21]

24/03/2021WRKK03300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Residential Institutions Statutory 
Fund Board (Caranua) was established in 2013 in accordance with the Residential Institutions 
Statutory Fund Act 2012 (the 2012 Act). Caranua’s purpose was to disburse the contributions 
of €110m (€111.38m including interest) provided by the religious congregations following the 
publication of the Ryan Report in 2009, by funding approved services to support the needs of 
former residents who as children suffered abuse in relevant institutions.

As the Statutory Fund is finite in nature, Caranua announced in May 2018 that it would 
cease to accept applications from 1 August 2018.   It has, since that date, mainly focused on 
processing applications on hand.

There was , in effect, a 19 month wind-down period before payments, in the main, ceased 
in December 2020.  I understand that Caranua was in touch regularly with survivors to ensure 
that there were timelines for all outstanding applications.

Caranua’s work is effectively finished. My Department will not be taking over the functions 
of Caranua in relation to services for survivors. While a particular avenue of treatment may no 
longer be open because it cannot be funded privately,  there are public health alternatives avail-
able. The Government is committed to a single tier health system and funding private treatment 
for an individual is, in any event, contrary to that policy.

24/03/2021WRKK03400School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRKK03500820. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education if she has engaged with the 
NCCA on the Irish curriculum at leaving certificate level; her views on whether the focus on 
literature and written Irish over a focus on speaking and conversing in Irish is the best course of 
action; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13932/21]
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24/03/2021WRKK03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The syllabuses for Leaving Certificate 
Irish introduced in the 1990s were updated in 2010. Since then there have been significant 
developments in Irish language curricular provision at primary and junior cycle levels. The 
National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) recently opened a public consulta-
tion process on draft L1 and L2 specifications for Leaving Certificate Irish. This model of cur-
ricular provision for Leaving Certificate Irish whereby separate specifications are provided for 
students in Irish-medium (L1) and in English-medium schools (L2) builds on the specifications 
introduced for Junior Cycle Irish in 2017. The NCCA has set out a comprehensive programme 
of consultation activities including an online survey, focus group, bi-lateral meetings and writ-
ten submissions to garner the views of all stakeholders on the published draft specifications. It 
is worth noting that, in the current circumstances, a much longer period than would typically be 
the case has been allocated to this consultation process.

As is the case with the current syllabuses for Leaving Certificate Irish, the draft L1 and L2 
specifications for Leaving Certificate Irish published by the NCCA for consultation are based 
on the principles of a communicative approach to language teaching. This is reflected in the 
centrality of ‘Communication’ as the main strand of the specifications. The communicative ap-
proach emphasises the development of all of the main language skills – listening, speaking, spo-
ken interaction, reading and writing. The interdependent nature of language skills development 
requires an integrated approach and the role of literary and non-literary texts is central to the 
development of students’ communicative competences across the language skills. In this way, 
student engagement with texts from a variety of genres supports their development, in accor-
dance with their ability, as effective communicators across a range of language skills including 
their oral competence in spoken production and interaction as well as reading and writing. Stu-
dents’ engagement with texts also has an important role in creating awareness among students 
of the range of opportunities for Irish language usage available to them and equipping them to 
exploit those opportunities along with the development of their cultural awareness. 

Feedback from the consultation process will inform any review of the current draft L1 and 
L2 specifications for Leaving Certificate Irish.

The draft L1 and L2 specifications for Leaving Certificate Irish and further information 
about the consultation process can be accessed at https://ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/curriculum-
developments/gaeilge/.

24/03/2021WRKK03700Departmental Properties

24/03/2021WRKK03800821. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education the future plans for her De-
partment’s land in Newcastle, County Dublin which may be large enough to accommodate a 
post-primary school adjacent to the existing national school. [13935/21]

24/03/2021WRKK03900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The land to which the Deputy refers is in 
my ownership as Minister for Education. It is planned to retain this land to accommodate any 
future requirements for education provision in this area.

24/03/2021WRKK04000Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRKK04100822. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education if the design team has been 
appointed for the new amalgamated national school for a school (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [13937/21]
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24/03/2021WRKK04200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that follow-
ing the site visit carried out at the school, my Department is currently formulating the accom-
modation brief for the proposed building project to cater for the recently amalgamated primary 
schools in Tuam.

This will then facilitate the commencement of the architectural planning process, which will 
include the appointment of a design team, to deliver the project.

Officials from my Department are in regular contact with the school authorities with regard 
to the project and my Department will be in further contact with the patron when the brief for-
mulation process has been completed.

24/03/2021WRKK04300Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRKK04400823. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education the status of a new school 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13938/21]

24/03/2021WRKK04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that 
the building project for the school to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to Galway 
& Roscommon Education and Training Board (GRETB).

The Service Level Agreement (SLA) has been issued to GRETB. The next step is for 
the ETB to procure a Design Team for the project to design the buildings, obtain the neces-
sary statutory planning permissions, and move the project onward to tender and construction in 
due course.

As the project is at an early stage in the delivery process, it is not possible at this time to 
give a date for its completion. Please be assured that the ETB will be engaging directly with the 
school authority to keep it informed of progress.

24/03/2021WRKK04600School Transport

24/03/2021WRKK04700824. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Education when she plans to approve 
the provision of a school transport service on an additional route for a school (details supplied). 
[13965/21]

24/03/2021WRKK04800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Department’s Post-Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attend-
ing their nearest school/education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language.

All children who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and 
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payment process on time have been accommodated on school transport services for the 2020/21 
school year where such services are in operation. The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 
school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020.

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
ary basis only and will be facilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have 
been accommodated.

Bus Éireann has confirmed that all services operating to the post-primary centre referred to 
by the Deputy are currently operating at capacity.

24/03/2021WRKK04900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRKK05000825. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education if a child who is deemed 
to be a high risk of contracting Covid-19 and is being home-schooled will be marked absent 
from school; if the authorities will be contacted to investigate the reason for absences in cases 
in which there are too many absences in the school year. [13967/21]

24/03/2021WRKK05100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Health Protection Surveillance Cen-
tre and HSE has published guidance in relation to the return to school for at risk groups.  The 
advice confirms that for the vast majority of children, can return to school and it is important 
for the overall health and wellbeing for children to attend school. This is consistent with public 
health advice internationally.  The guidance is available at the following link. www.hpsc.ie/a-
z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/educationguidance/HSE%20advice%20
on%20return%20to%20school.pdf.

My Department has also published guidance to support schools in making adapted educa-
tion provision for those children who cannot return to school because they are medically certi-
fied as being at ‘very high risk’ to COVID-19. The guidance is available on gov.ie.  The purpose 
of this adapted education provision is to ensure that students who are medically certified as be-
ing at very high risk to COVID-19 can maintain a meaningful connection with their class group 
and school in order to successfully continue their learning from home. Students in this category 
who engage with learning from home should be marked present on attendance records.

Tusla Education Support Service (TESS) has a statutory responsibility to intervene when 
a parent/guardian is failing or neglecting his/her child’s attendance at school. TESS views all 
school attendance referrals from a child welfare perspective with the intention of finding solu-
tions that will enable and support students to attend, participate and be retained in education. 
I can assure the Deputy that TESS will continue to look at all school attendance cases with a 
compassionate and child welfare centred approach for the duration of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The role of TESS is to ensure that all students have access to education. TESS is available to 
work with any student or family in need of support.

24/03/2021WRKK05200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRKK05300826. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Education if she will address a mat-
ter (details supplied) regarding protections for parents deemed high risk; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [13968/21]

24/03/2021WRKK05400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Government has always been guided 
by public health advice in relation to what is safe in schools. The CMO has made it very clear 
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in his advices to Government which are published on gov.ie, that schools are safe environments, 
with very little evidence of transmission within schools, and that the majority of infections of 
children and adolescents occurs outside the school setting. The decision to delay the reopening 
of schools was in recognition of the need to reduce societal activity and movement to curb the 
spread of the virus at a time where there was unprecedented levels of disease transmission in the 
community. This was not based on a changed assessment of the risks in relation to transmission 
levels in schools.

Schools have put significant infection prevention control measures in place to reduce the 
risk of coronavirus being transmitted to/within the school and funding of almost €650 million 
has been put in place by my Department to fund Covid-19 related measures, including funding 
for PPE, sanitation and additional cleaning etc.

The HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has issued specific advice about 
children attending school in the context of covid-19.  This advice covers both children with 
underlying medical conditions and children living with family members with underlying con-
ditions.  For all children, care should continue to be taken to reduce transmission through the 
infection control measures promoted by HPSC.

The HPSC advice advises that children with immediate family members, including parents, 
in both the ‘high risk’ and ‘very high risk’ categories can return to school and it is important 
for the child’s overall well-being. This is consistent with public health advice internationally 
in relation to at-risk family members. The priority is that the household continues to follow all 
current advice on how to minimise the risk of coronavirus, through regular hand washing, etc.

The full re-opening of our schools for all students in line with public health advice remains a 
top priority for Government and my Department is focussing on the safe return of all remaining 
cohorts of students who are set to return to school after the Easter Break.

24/03/2021WRKK05500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRKK05600827. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education the length of time that teachers 
who are pregnant will be exempted from returning to the classroom setting in view of a number 
of recent stillbirths which may have been related to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14016/21]

24/03/2021WRKK05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The general principles to apply to the 
management of COVID-19 includes the safety and welfare of teachers and other school staff 
and the minimisation of the impact of COVID-19 on teaching and learning. The current CO-
VID-19 arrangements in place for teachers are outlined in my Department’s Circular Letter 
0049/2020.

The HSE has recently published guidance for the education sector in respect of pregnant 
employees and my Department is currently seeking clarifications from the HSE on this guid-
ance.

When my Department has considered the HSE clarifications, any changes to the current 
working arrangements for pregnant teachers will be communicated to employers.

In the meantime, a pregnant teacher should temporarily continue to work remotely i.e. 
working from home.

The current temporary arrangements for pregnant teachers employed in post primary schools 
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during the partial re-opening period are outlined in my Department’s  Information Note TC 
0007/2021. The current temporary arrangements for pregnant teachers employed in recognised 
primary schools are outlined in my Department’s Information Note TC 0010/2021.

24/03/2021WRKK05800School Discipline

24/03/2021WRKK05900828. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education if she will further con-
sider the rejection of a section 29 appeal by a person (details supplied); if the appeal will be 
reviewed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14023/21]

24/03/2021WRKK06000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Section 7 of the Education (Admissions 
to Schools) Act 2018 has provided for the replacement of the existing Section 29 of the Educa-
tion Act 1998 with a series of new sections numbered 29 to 29F. These new appeal provisions in 
sections 29 to 29F are designed to work alongside the wider admissions framework in the 2018 
Act and came into operation from 12 November 2020 onwards. In accordance with section 29B 
of the Education Act, 1998 the Minister has also determined procedures for appeals which ap-
plied to all appeals made under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998.

As part of the new arrangements for appeals under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998 
appeals are heard and examined by an independent appeals committee. Following every oral 
hearing the appeals committee must issue a preliminary decision with reasons for that deci-
sion. Parties to the appeal have an opportunity to submit any observations on that decision to 
the committee. Any observations received are considered by the appeals committee who must 
issue their final decision with reasons for that decision and include a direction to the board of 
management in cases where the appeal has been allowed.

An appeals committee’s final decision is binding on the parties and can only be challenged 
by either party to the appeal, by way of Judicial Review through the Courts.

This Department cannot comment on individual cases, however, I suggest that the parent/
applicant contact the Section 29 Administration Unit within the Department at section29@edu-
cation.gov.ie to seek an update on the status of the appeal in this case.

It may also be of some assistance to know that  Tusla Education Support Services (TESS) 
the Educational Welfare Service  is the legal body which can assist parents who are experienc-
ing difficulty in securing a school placement for their child. Contact details for TESS are avail-
able at the following link www.tusla.ie/tess/get-in-touch/  or by email at tessinfo@tusla.ie.

24/03/2021WRKK06100Special Educational Needs Staff

24/03/2021WRKK06200829. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education if clarity will be provided 
on whether a special needs assistant (details supplied) is permitted to continue working until 70 
years of age; the options available to the special needs assistant in the event that they are not 
permitted to work until the age of 70; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14031/21]

24/03/2021WRKK06300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to inform the Deputy that the up-
per retirement age for standard accrual members of the Single Pension Scheme is 70 years of 
age.  Therefore any standard accrual member may continue in pensionable employment until 
70 years of age.  Such members are not obliged to retire at the normal retirement age (66 in this 
case).  Information on the Single Pension Scheme is available on the Department of Education 
website.  Queries about the scheme or its benefits can directed to the Pension Unit in my De-
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partment at the following email address pensions@education.gov.ie.

24/03/2021WRKK06400State Examinations

24/03/2021WRKK06500830. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education if a student who is 
studying agricultural science outside of the school setting under the supervision of a grinds 
teacher can use the predictive grading system; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14064/21]

24/03/2021WRKK06600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): On 22 March, my Department published 
a Guide to Accredited Grades for Leaving Certificate 2021  for Out-of-School Subjects, and 
Out-of-School Learners. The guide is available to download on www.gov.ie/leavingcertificate.

There are two broad categories of out-of-school candidates for whom some special arrange-
ments are being provided:

-  students who are enrolled in, and studying in, a school on a full time basis but are also 
studying an extra subject, or subjects, entirely outside of school. 

-  students who are entered for the examinations as external candidates and who are not at-
tending for fulltime tuition at any school, or private college, recognised by the State Examina-
tions Commission. This category includes students who are being home schooled.

The purpose of the published guide is to set out the processes for those in either of the above 
categories to apply to be considered for Accredited Grades in a way which is fair to them and to 
all students and which does not undermine the integrity of the overall approach of Accredited 
Grades.

24/03/2021WRKK06700School Facilities

24/03/2021WRKK06800831. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education when works on the pitch in a 
school (details supplied) will commence. [14105/21]

24/03/2021WRKK06900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school to which the Deputy re-
fers opened in September of 2020.

The contract for the major building project at this school includes works in relation to the 
clearing and seeding of a green area to the east of the school building. These works will be un-
dertaken in spring 2021 if circumstances, including the weather, permit.

However, no provision has been made for the inclusion of a pitch on the site. This project is 
no different to any typical major primary school building project in that respect.

24/03/2021WRKK07000Schools Data

24/03/2021WRKK07100832. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Education when a reply will issue on 
a matter raised by a school (details supplied) in April 2020. [14128/21]

24/03/2021WRKK07200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
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transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Department’s Post-Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attend-
ing their nearest school/education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language. 

Applications for school transport should be made on-line on Bus Éireann’s website at www.
buseireann.ie.  Bus Éireann, who operates the school transport scheme on behalf of the Depart-
ment, will contact all applicants regarding their eligibility for school transport.

Children who are eligible and who apply and pay on time are accommodated on transport 
services where such services are in operation. A service may be established where a sufficient 
number of eligible pupils, within an area apply for transport.

Children who apply for transport but who are not eligible are considered for spare seats that 
may exist after eligible children have been facilitated; such seats are referred to as concession-
ary seats.

While it is the prerogative of parents to send their children to the school of their choice, 
eligibility for school transport is to the nearest school, having regard for ethos and language.

In certain areas, families who choose to send their children to schools other than their near-
est school sometimes diminish the chance of a service being established to their nearest school.  
Officials from School Transport of my Department have contacted the school referred to by the 
Deputy with regard to the issues they have raised in their correspondence.

24/03/2021WRLL00200School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRLL00300833. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if concerns raised by a 
person (details supplied) will receive a response in respect of senior cycle geography students; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14174/21]

24/03/2021WRLL00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

24/03/2021WRLL00500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRLL00600834. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Education her plans for vaccine roll-out 
in special education schools in which there are very vulnerable young children; and if there 
are plans to also prioritise staff in such settings given that colleagues in adult disabilities have 
already begun their vaccinations. [14183/21]
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24/03/2021WRLL00700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The vac-
cine protocol devised by the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC), is endorsed 
by the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) and signed up to by Government. 

The Department of Health have confirmed that those essential to Education are estimated at 
this time to be in the first one third of the population captured by the Vaccine Allocation Strat-
egy. 

My Department has engaged with the Department of Health requesting that consideration is 
given to school community as the vaccination programme is rolled out in order to accommodate 
front line school staff (i.e. those working with SEN students) within the vaccination programme 
at the earliest possible opportunity.

24/03/2021WRLL00800English Language Training Organisations

24/03/2021WRLL00900835. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education if her Department 
has issued guidelines to the Teaching Council with regard to ESL teachers from English lan-
guage schools that have closed down and ceased trading (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14188/21]

24/03/2021WRLL01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the Teaching Council Acts 2001-
2015 the Teaching Council is the body with the statutory authority and responsibility for the 
regulation of the teaching profession in Ireland including the registration of teachers in the 
State.

The Teaching Council registers teachers in line with the requirements set out in the Teach-
ing Council Act 2001-2015 and the Teaching Council (Registration) Regulations 2016. The 
Character Reference and Garda Vetting are two of the key requirements of the “fit and proper 
person” assessment process under the legislation. 

The Teaching Council assure me that where individuals have difficulty in obtaining such a 
character reference and make contact with the Council outlining their difficulties, the Council 
will provide guidance specific to their particular situation. This may involve the provision of 
specific employment references, other character references or a combination. In instances where 
an applicant for registration meets all the registration requirements and co-operates with the 
Council in the provision of alternative character reference(s), registration will be progressed. 

Should an individual have any queries regarding their registration I would advise they liaise 
directly with the Teaching Council.

24/03/2021WRLL01100School Management

24/03/2021WRLL01200836. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education the governance and ac-
countability in place for patrons and boards of management at primary school level; the person 
or body that oversees accountability; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14191/21]

24/03/2021WRLL01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The governance structure of primary 
schools is such that, in accordance with the Education Act 1998, the patron of a school does not 
have a direct role in the day to day management of the school.   

Under section 14 of the 1998 Act it is the duty of the school patron, for the purposes of 
ensuring that a recognised school is managed in a spirt of partnership to appoint a Board of 
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Management. The composition of the Board is agreed nationally between patrons of schools, 
national associations of parents, recognised school management organisations, recognised trade 
unions and staff associations representing teachers and the Minister.

The Act provides, inter alia, that it is the duty of the Board to manage the school on behalf 
of the patron, for the benefit of the students and their parents and to provide or cause to be 
provided an appropriate education for each student at the school.  In general, the Board has the 
responsibility to ensure that the school operates efficiently and effectively.  Boards of manage-
ment are required to comply with the provisions of the Education Act 1998, the relevant rules 
for schools and the terms of circulars issued by my Department.  

In primary schools the agreed composition and procedures for the appointment and opera-
tion of boards of management of primary schools are set out in my Department’s publication 
the “Governance Manual for Primary Schools 2019 – 2023”.

24/03/2021WRLL01400School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRLL01500837. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the plans that 
have been put in place to ensure that leaving certificate geography students who have chosen 
geographical investigation topic number five who can no longer attend geography field trips to 
conduct this research in view of guidance from her Department will not be disadvantaged when 
receiving their leaving certificate qualification; and the way they will complete this investiga-
tion without field trips being permissible. [14192/21]

24/03/2021WRLL01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

24/03/2021WRLL01700Teaching Qualifications

24/03/2021WRLL01800838. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education if the anomaly will be ad-
dressed in primary payroll procedures whereby in recent years the attainment of an honours 
or pass degree for entrants to the profession has no bearing on salary given a small cohort of 
teachers who are in the profession for many years continue to be paid less than their work col-
leagues due to the fact they attained a pass primary degree; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [14193/21]

24/03/2021WRLL01900858. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education the number of primary school 
teachers who are missing out on the honours primary degree allowance due to the fact that they 
attained a pass level in their primary degree but attained an honours level in their postgraduate 
diploma; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14475/21]

24/03/2021WRLL02000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 838 and 
858 together.

My Department has implemented the outcome of the public service-wide review of allow-
ances and premium payments which was completed in September 2012 by the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform. Additional amendments to Teacher Terms and Conditions, in-
cluding pay and allowances, can only be achieved through engagement and collective bargain-
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ing agreements between the Government and the public service unions. A Sectoral Bargaining 
Fund is established under the new national pay agreement, Building Momentum, to deal with 
outstanding adjudications, commitments, recommendations, awards and claims within the Ex-
chequer funding limit in place. Any review of the eligibility criteria for qualification allowances 
can occur only under that process and any such proposals would need to be considered in detail 
by my Department and the relevant unions.

With regard to the number of primary school teachers who are missing out on the honours 
primary degree allowance due to the fact that they attained a pass level in their primary degree 
but attained an honours level in their postgraduate diploma, my Department does not hold this 
information. However, my officials have confirmed the numbers of individuals on my Depart-
ment’s Primary payroll who are in receipt of pass level allowances as follows:  

-  Higher Diploma in Education: 396 Primary teachers

-  Primary Degree: 4,859 Primary teachers

-  Master’s Degree: 79 Primary teachers

 The overall cost of amending the eligibility criteria for pass qualification allowances is 
anticipated to be in the region of €17.9 million for Primary teachers and €13.9 million for Post-
Primary teachers per annum in year one. These costs relate to teachers on my Department’s 
payroll and does not include costs associated with other payrolls such as the ETB payrolls.

24/03/2021WRLL02100Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRLL02200839. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education the stage the urgent acces-
sibility works at a school (details supplied) are at; if an application at design stage has been 
submitted to her Department; when works will commence; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [14213/21]

24/03/2021WRLL02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that an 
Emergency Works application has been received from the school in question and is currently 
being assessed, a decision will issue to the school authority in due course.

24/03/2021WRLL02400Schools Site Acquisitions

24/03/2021WRLL02500840. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date in 
respect of moving a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14220/21]

24/03/2021WRLL02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has given approval to 
the Patron of the school referred to by the Deputy to appoint a Consultant to undertake an Op-
tions Study of the property in question. This Study, when available, will be used as a basis for 
determining the necessary refurbishment works required to the property.

24/03/2021WRLL02700School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRLL02800841. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education if she will consider the addition 
of Irish Sign Language as an accredited subject for junior and leaving certificate students. 
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[14230/21]

24/03/2021WRLL02900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A short course in Irish Sign Language 
(ISL) was prepared by Post-Primary Languages Ireland (PPLI) under the remit of my Depart-
ment. This 100 hour course is based on the Generic Short Course in Modern Languages, which 
was also developed by PPLI using the new Framework for Junior Cycle (2015) and the Junior 
Cycle Short Courses Draft Handbook ‘Developing Short Courses in Junior Cycle’ prepared 
by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA).  The course provides the 
‘learning statements’ and key skills which all short courses are based upon. In this course, the 
emphasis is on developing communication skills in ISL at level A1 on the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).  At present there are no plans to introduce 
Irish Sign Language as an accredited subject for Post-Primary students.

A link to the course is available at: http://languagesinitiative.ie/images/ISL/MFL_Gen_
Spec_ISL_28_May__Short_Course.pdf.  Schools can now choose to provide this short course 
as part of their Junior Cycle programme.

There is also an opportunity for students to learn Sign Language during the course of Transi-
tion Year. For further information on the Transition Year programme and the modules available 
please visit the NCCA’s website at: www.ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/programmes-and-key-skills/
transition-year.

Irish Sign Language is an option in the Leaving Certificate Applied. Currently, there are four 
modules on Sign Language available as part of the Leaving Certificate Applied Programme. 
This course introduces students to Irish Sign Language and aims to develop their expressive 
and receptive communication skills. The course also develops awareness and appreciation of 
the Irish deaf community and its culture. There are four modules in this course. Deaf students 
may take all four modules instead of the Gaeilge and Modern Language courses. The first two 
modules of this course may be taken as elective modules by all students.

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) have recently commenced a 
review of Senior Cycle. Key themes of the review will be to consider the range of learning pro-
grammes and pathways and how to improve flexibility and choice for students at Senior Cycle. 
The review of Senior Cycle offers those working in Irish education and the general public an 
opportunity to contribute to building a shared vision for Senior Cycle. Further information in 
relation to the review of Senior Cycle is available on the NCCA website at www.ncca.ie/en/
senior-cycle/senior-cycle-review.

24/03/2021WRLL03000Schools Amalgamation

24/03/2021WRLL03100842. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 110 of 4 February 2021, the nature of the representations received in relation to the 
proposal by Cavan and Monaghan Education and Training Board to amalgamate schools (de-
tails supplied); the form that the consideration of these representations will take; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14240/21]

24/03/2021WRLL03200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department has received a number 
of representations regarding the amalgamation of these schools and I will give these consider-
ation. 

As the Deputy is aware the decision making authority for any amalgamation is the Patron/
Trustees of the school.    
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Any proposed change involves extensive negotiations at local level and must be well 
planned and managed in a manner that accommodates the interests of students, parents, teach-
ers, local communities and contributes to an inclusive education system.  My Department was 
not involved in these negotiations.

24/03/2021WRLL03300Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRLL03400843. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education the status of the con-
struction of a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14286/21]

24/03/2021WRLL03500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The project to which the Deputy refers 
has been devolved for delivery to Limerick & Clare  Education and Training Board (LCETB).

I am pleased to confirm that Planning Permission was granted in late summer 2020 with a 
number of conditions.

The pre-qualification process for the project is currently being finalised.  My Department 
expects the project to proceed to tender following the completion of this process.  Once tender-
ing has been concluded, the project can proceed to construction.

24/03/2021WRLL03600Schools Data

24/03/2021WRLL03700844. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to the case of a child (details supplied); if the issue will be investigated and the appropri-
ate action taken; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14301/21]

24/03/2021WRLL03800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I have made enquiries in relation to the 
case the Deputy has raised and I can advise that the school has made contact with the assigned 
NEPS psychologist. The psychologist has reported that the nature of this pupil’s need did not 
lend itself to remote psychological casework while schools were closed. The process of in-
volvement by the NEPS psychologist will recommence now that the school has reopened.

24/03/2021WRLL03900School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRLL04000845. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education the position regarding the 
pedagogical value of homework for primary and post-primary students; the way in which re-
search in the field informs teaching and learning practices; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [14326/21]

24/03/2021WRLL04100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department of Education does not 
issue any guidelines relating to homework being given in schools. It is a matter for each school, 
at local level to arrive at its own homework policy. In keeping with good practice, the process 
of drafting a homework policy should involve consultation with teachers, parents and students. 

Although schools are not obliged to have a published policy on homework the Department 
does acknowledge that homework can play an important part in helping students to prepare for 
forthcoming classwork and in reinforcing work already covered during class time. 

For those students/pupils that are still learning remotely, teachers should ensure that pu-
pils are given opportunities to make real progress in developing their knowledge, skills and 
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understanding across the curriculum. Guidance from the Department states that it is important 
that all teachers provide specific teaching input to their students/pupils to support them as they 
continue their learning engagement, this will vary between the work that the teacher will ask 
students/pupils to do independently and direct teaching by the teacher. 

Primary

In relation to research on homework, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA), in consultation with the National Parents Council, commissioned some research in 
2018 on Parental Involvement, Engagement and Partnership in their Children’s Education dur-
ing the Primary School Years with Homework a significant theme in this work. This research 
was published in 2019 and is available on the NCCA website: www.mie.ie/en/research/paren-
tal_involvement_engagement_and_partnership_in_their_children%E2%80%99s_education_
during_the_primary_school_years/.

Homework is see as promoting a partnership between the school, the child and the parents 
The research  looked at the following areas ?  

-  The home learning environment

-  The role of homework

-   Homework and achievement

-  Parental involvement with homework

Children’s voice on homework

In terms of recommendations related to homework, the following are detailed:

-  Additional opportunities could be provided for parents and teachers to discuss how to sup-
port children’s language development in the home. This could begin with a conversation about 
homework

-  Although there is evidence of good homework practice in schools, there is a need for na-
tional guidance on homework in relation to time, content and method that suits children best, 
according to research in the field

-  Schools need to review homework policies and to ensure a whole-school approach is ap-
plied in relation to homework

-  Entertaining and interactive oral language games and activities should be incorporated 
into children’s homework

-  In planning homework, schools might take into consideration the demands on children’s 
time to do planned activities outside of school and the importance of outdoor free play oppor-
tunities for young children

-  Schools might consider removing homework from junior infant classes with the exception 
of story-time/reading to/with children

-  Colleges of Education might consider a module on parental involvement in their chil-
dren’s education and to include a focus on homework in the module. This is already happening 
in some Colleges of Education.

This research is being  taken under consideration in the review and redevelopment of the 
Primary Curriculum currently underway by the NCCA.



Questions - Written Answers

482

Post Primary

The Framework for Junior Cycle (2015) outlines a comprehensive range of approaches to 
teaching, learning, and assessment which has been informed by engagement with the educa-
tional partners and by national and international research. This includes an approach to assess-
ment which emphasises that the primary purpose of assessment at this stage of students’ school 
lives should be the support of learning. In this context, the Framework advises that teachers and 
students engage in ongoing assessment activities as part of classroom practice that can be either 
formative or summative in nature.

Schools are to use a range of assessment methods for formative and summative purposes 
which emphasise the interlinked and complementary nature of the assessment process at junior 
cycle. The Framework highlights that students’ homework assignments, project work, and tasks 
will each have significant formative potential as the teacher gives regular feedback to students 
on their work. They will also provide opportunities for teachers to take stock and make judge-
ments about how well a student is progressing in their learning. 

In addition, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) has supported 
significant research into students’ experiences of senior cycle education, including homework. 
The Council is currently completing its review of senior cycle education which will be in-
formed by this research. One of the units explores how developing student reflection can al-
low students to take more responsibility for their own learning and progress. It presents lots of 
strategies that you can use or adapt when helping students to reflect on their learning. While 
it doesn’t reference homework, supporting students to reflect on learning should underpin the 
design of homework tasks.

24/03/2021WRLL04200State Examinations

24/03/2021WRLL04300846. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education if junior certificate woodwork 
practical exams can be completed with the assistance of a SNA in the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14327/21]

24/03/2021WRLL04400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

24/03/2021WRLL04500Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRLL04600847. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Education the status of the provision of 
a post-primary ASD unit for children in north Clondalkin, Dublin 22; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14363/21]

24/03/2021WRLL04700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Enabling 
children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for this Government.

This year, over 20% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs.  As a result, the numbers of special education teachers, 
SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels.
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Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is planning a further expan-
sion of special class and special school places nationally, to meet identified need. This process 
is ongoing. 

Notwithstanding the extent of the investment in special education and the supports which 
have been put in place, I am also very conscious that there are some parts of the country, includ-
ing the area referenced, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns 
regarding a shortage of school places. 

I can assure the Deputy that the NCSE is acutely aware of these concerns and is continuing 
its engagement with schools, patron bodies, parents and other stakeholders to bring the required 
additional special education placements on stream. 

I understand that the NCSE has specific plans in place to open additional special classes 
in post primary schools for the 2021/22 school year both in Dublin 22 and other nearby areas 
including Dublin 20. 

I am also advised that NCSE is currently engaged with other schools in the immediate and 
adjacent areas with a view to supporting them in opening new special classes to cater for the 
identified needs of students in the community.

Families can be reassured that as soon as schools notify NCSE of vacancies within their spe-
cialist class provision, SENOs work locally to ensure parents are made aware of these places.

Information on the availability of special class places can change as the school year pro-
gresses. Parents of students seeking special class placements are therefore advised to maintain 
contact with their local SENO whose contact details can be found at: https://ncse.ie/regional-
services-contact-list.

My Department will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the 
necessary funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an 
education and I want to reassure you that the delivery of the necessary additional provision is 
being progressed as an absolute priority.

24/03/2021WRLL04800Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRLL04900848. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education if clarity will be provided on 
the requirements for a specialist autism unit (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14372/21]

24/03/2021WRLL05000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Special 
class provision in mainstream primary and post primary schools is a central element of the con-
tinuum of education provision in place to support children with special educational needs.  This 
continuum extends from full-time placement in mainstream classes and special classes through 
to full time enrolment in special schools with a number of options in between. 

My Department supports this continuum through a range of dedicated supports in line with 
the needs of the child.  These supports include the provision of teachers, special needs assis-
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tants and psychological support from the National Psychological Service.  In addition, there are 
specialist supports provided by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) including 
extensive professional development programmes for principals and teachers and advice for 
schools, parents and families.

The overall aim of the continuum is to ensure that every child is supported in the journey of 
realising their potential through education in an inclusive and caring school environment. 

I am keenly aware of the huge contribution made by all Principals, including teaching Prin-
cipals, in supporting this continuum. 

Currently, the allocation of an administrative principal to a school is on the basis of a school’s 
enrolment on the previous 30th September, as set out in Appendix B of the staffing schedule.  
The enrolment required for the appointment of an administrative principal is currently 176, 
143 and 116 in ordinary schools, DEIS Band 2 schools and DEIS Band 1 schools respectively.  
Where schools are operating 2 or more Autism Special Classes, the required enrolment for 
the allocation of an administrative principal is reduced to 113 for ordinary and DEIS Band 2 
schools and 81 in DEIS Band 1 schools. 

There are no plans to change these arrangements at this time. 

As part of the additional funding to schools this year, €10.2m has been allocated specifically 
to support Principals and Deputy Principals who undertake teaching duties in primary schools.  
This funding will provide each teaching principal with a minimum of one release day per week, 
and release days for Deputy Principals in those schools that have an existing administrative 
principal for this school year.  More than 1,700 primary schools with teaching principals have 
benefitted from the increase in release days.  

Teaching Principals in schools with special classes are allocated a further 4 release days, in 
addition to the 37 allocated to each school with a teaching principal.

There are arrangements in place for schools to cluster their principal release days into a full-
time post which will assist teaching principals to more effectively plan their release days for the 
benefit of the school.

24/03/2021WRLL05100School Accommodation

24/03/2021WRLL05200849. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education when a school (details sup-
plied) can expect temporary classrooms to move onto the permanent site; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14386/21]

24/03/2021WRLL05300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to the school to which the 
Deputy refers, notification of decision to grant planning permission for interim accommoda-
tion on the site referred to was received from the relevant local authority on 19 February 2021.  
However, a third party appeal has been made to An Bord Pleanála and the Department is con-
sidering this matter.

The Department remains in contact with the school authority and it’s Patron body.

24/03/2021WRLL05400Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRLL05500850. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Education the options available to the 
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parents of a child (details supplied). [14390/21]

24/03/2021WRLL05600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Enabling 
children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for this Government. 

This year, over 20% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs.   As a result, the numbers of special education teachers, 
SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels. 

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is planning a further expan-
sion of special class and special school places nationally, to meet identified need. This process 
is ongoing. 

Notwithstanding the extent of the investment in special education and the supports which 
have been put in place, I am also very conscious that there are some parts of the country, includ-
ing the area referenced, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns 
regarding a shortage of school places. 

I can assure the Deputy that the NCSE is acutely aware of these concerns and is continuing 
its engagement with schools, patron bodies, parents and other stakeholders to bring the required 
additional special education placements on stream. 

My Department will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the 
necessary funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an 
education and I want to reassure you that the delivery of the necessary additional provision is 
being progressed as an absolute priority.

I am advised that the specific case referenced by the Deputy has also been raised directly 
with NCSE who will arrange for a response as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRLL05700Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRLL05800851. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education the status of a building project 
(details supplied) including the site and the new school building; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14408/21]

24/03/2021WRLL05900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware that a building 
project for the school in question is included on the Department’s school building programme 
and a site has been acquired for this purpose.

The next step includes determining the accommodation brief for the project and my Depart-
ment is engaging directly with the school authority in the context of information required to 
advance this process.

24/03/2021WRLL06000Legislative Process
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24/03/2021WRLL06100852. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education the details of the process 
through which her Department drafts and produces legislation; if her Department outsources 
the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was outsourced since she took 
office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14416/21]

24/03/2021WRLL06200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy may be aware, the draft-
ing of Government legislation is the responsibility of the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel 
(OPC) to the Government. All Bills sponsored by my Department are drafted by the OPC. 

The preparation of a general scheme of a Bill is a matter for the relevant section of my De-
partment and this work is progressed by the Department, taking account of the policy and legal 
issues that may arise. When the general scheme of a  Bill is has been approved by Government, 
the OPC commences drafting the Bill. 

My Department avails of the services of the OPC in drafting legislation and does not engage 
legislative drafting expertise outside of those services.

24/03/2021WRLL06300Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRLL06400853. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Education the number of special needs 
secondary school places available in east County Cork for September 2021. [14446/21]

24/03/2021WRLL06500854. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Education the number of children in pri-
mary special schools in need of a secondary school place in September 2021 in east County 
Cork. [14447/21]

24/03/2021WRLL06600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 853 and 854 together.

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  The Department of Education will spend approxi-
mately €2 Billion or over 20% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional 
provision for children with special educational needs this year.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures 
in place for engaging with schools and parents. NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area 
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education 
placements.   

The majority of special schools cater for students up to the age of 18. However, in the event 
that students are transitioning from a special school to a post-primary school, such enrolment 
applications are a matter for each individual board of management and the NCSE does not hold 
such records.

The NCSE, through its local network of SENOs (Special Educational Needs Organisers), is 
available to provide advice and support to parents of students that are due to transition to post-
primary on the possible placement options available to their child, including mainstream place-
ment with appropriate support, special class placement and special school placement. Post-
primary placements are supported with additional resources where required.

In relation to the availability of places generally, NCSE is planning a further expansion of 
special class and special school places, to meet identified need. This process is ongoing.  



24 March 2021

487

Currently there are 9 post-primary schools in the East Cork area with 18 special classes 
providing placements for almost 100 students. I understand NCSE is engaged in continuing 
consultation with post primary schools in the area to open additional special classes in Septem-
ber 2021. 

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. The NCSE provides a programme of teacher professional learning and 
in-school support to support schools in establishing special classes.

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country where 
increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a shortage of school 
places.  For September 2021, the NCSE is aware of a specific identified need for additional 
special school placements in Cork City and County and is working with my Department and the 
education partners towards meeting that need.  

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard. 

NCSE is aware of those parents whose children will be seeking placement for the 2021/22 
academic year, including mainstream placement with appropriate support, special class place-
ment, Early Intervention and special school placement. The NCSE continues to work to identify 
any and all relevant suitable placements. 

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: https://ncse.ie/regional-services-
contact-list.  

Information on the list of schools with special classes is available at www.ncse.ie.

24/03/2021WRLL06800Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRLL06900855. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Education if additional secondary school 
places and resources for special needs children leaving junior school will be made available in 
Cork city before September 2021 (details supplied). [14460/21]

24/03/2021WRLL07000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Enabling 
children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for this Government.  The Department of Education will spend approximately €2 Bil-
lion or over 20% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional provision for 
children with special educational needs this year.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures 
in place for engaging with schools and parents. NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area 
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education 
placements.

The majority of special schools cater for students up to the age of 18. However, in the event 
that students are transitioning from a special school to a post-primary school, such enrolment 
applications are a matter for each individual board of management and the NCSE does not hold 
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such records. 

The NCSE, through its local network of SENOs (Special Educational Needs Organisers), is 
available to provide advice and support to parents of students that are due to transition to post-
primary on the possible placement options available to their child, including mainstream place-
ment with appropriate support, special class placement and special school placement. Post-
primary placements are supported with additional resources where required. 

NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nationally, 
to meet identified need. This process is ongoing.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. The NCSE provides a programme of teacher professional learning and 
in-school support to support schools in establishing special classes.

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, I am acutely aware that there are some parts 
of the country where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a 
shortage of school places.  For September 2021, the NCSE is aware of a specific identified need 
for special school placements in Cork City and County and is working with my Department 
and the education partners towards meeting that need. A number of options are currently being 
explored to increase the number of places to cater for the needs of children in this area. I can 
assure the Deputy that this is a priority for all concerned.  

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard. 

NCSE is aware of those parents whose children are seeking placement for the 2021/22 
academic year, including mainstream placement with appropriate support, special class and 
special school placement. The NCSE continues to work to identify any and all relevant suitable 
placements.

In circumstances, where no placement is available for a child with special educational 
needs, the Department can provide Home Tuition grant funding towards the provision of 20 
hours home tuition per week as an interim measure until the NCSE confirms that a placement 
is available. 

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: https://ncse.ie/regional-services-
contact-list. 

Information on the list of schools with special classes is available at www.ncse.ie.

24/03/2021WRLL07100Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRLL07200856. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Education the status of the provision of 
an ASD unit on the grounds of a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [14473/21]

24/03/2021WRLL07300857. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Education the status of the approval of 
the DDLETB for the rental of temporary accommodation of a SEN classroom base for a school 
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(details supplied) from September 2021 for one year; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [14474/21]

24/03/2021WRLL07400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 856 and 
857 together.

The school building project to which the Deputy refers has been approved funding un-
der my Department’s Additional Accommodation Scheme to enable the school to build a two-
classroom SEN Base. 

Furthermore, to meet the school’s interim accommodation needs, rental for one temporary 
classroom was approved for Sept 2021 to meet incoming enrolments.  The project has been 
devolved for delivery to Dublin and Dún Laoghaire ETB (DDLETB). 

The main extension project was recently approved to go to the planning stage.  Both projects 
are currently with DDLETB and responsibility for progressing the extension and the works in 
respect of the  temporary accommodation rests with DDLETB.

     24/03/2021WRMM00100  Question No. 858 answered with Question No. 838.

24/03/2021WRMM00300School Enrolments

24/03/2021WRMM00400859. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the amount of a short-
fall from current second level places her Department anticipates for September 2021 enrol-
ments across south County Kildare in view of the significant amount of school waiting lists at 
present; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14476/21]

24/03/2021WRMM00500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my De-
partment is aware of increasing pressures and demand for additional post-primary school places 
in a number of school planning areas (SPAs) including South Kildare.

Where capacity issues arise it may not be as a result of lack of accommodation but may be 
driven by the following factors:

-  Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in 
the area

-  School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

-  Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school 
there are not available to all pupils

-  External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area

Until these issues are discussed with the relevant school authorities the true extent of any 
capacity issue will only become known.

Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department is 
engaging with patron bodies, including in the area in question, to identify particular capacity re-
quirements for the forthcoming year(s) which may necessitate action.  

As the Deputy is aware, there are a number of building projects planned for South Kildare 
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including the following:

-  It is intended that significant additional capacity to address this demand will be provided 
by the planned new 1000 pupil  building for the existing Curragh post primary school.  This is 
intended to provide capacity to cater for demand arising in the Kildare School planning area as 
well as that in the Newbridge and Curragh SPAs.  Officials in the Department are currently in 
advanced negotiation with a landowner, in regard to the proposed acquisition of a site deemed 
suitable for the replacement Curragh post primary school. This negotiation is ongoing, in line 
with our comprehensive site selection criteria, technical consideration and input from Kildare 
County Council.

-  St Conleth’s Community College have agreed to enrol an additional 1st year class for 
the 2021/22 school year and the Patron has agreed to the expansion of the school to cater for a 
total capacity of 1,000 pupils.

-  The accommodation brief for the major project for Cross and Passion College, Kilcul-
len has also been increased to cater for a 1,000 pupil school to provide for increased demo-
graphic growth.

24/03/2021WRMM00600School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRMM00700860. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education the number of subjects sec-
ond year students in post-primary schools are obliged to take; the position regarding students 
with dyslexia in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14477/21]

24/03/2021WRMM00800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Framework for Junior Cycle (2015), 
sets out that students will study a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 10 subjects for final exami-
nation for Junior Cycle, the exact number being dependent on whether the student is also taking 
short courses.  This has been reiterated in subsequent circulars, the most recent of  which is 
the circular on ‘Arrangements for the Implementation of the Framework for Junior Cycle (CL 
76/20)’, which can be found here - www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circu-
lars/cl0076_2020.pdf.

Exceptions to the minimum number of 8 subjects should only be made in the cases of stu-
dents with additional educational needs who may take a lower number of subjects, combined 
in some cases with Level 2 or Level 1 learning programmes. In the case of some individual 
students with special educational needs, this will be a combination of priority learning units, 
and/or short courses and/or subjects, suited to their individual needs. 

Further information and guidelines on Level 1 Learning Programmes (L1LPs) and Level 2 
Learning Programmes (L2LPs) can be found on page 14 and appendix 1 of the aforementioned 
circular letter 76/2020.

In the case that a student has received an exemption in Irish, as per circular letter 53/2019, 
due to a Specific Learning Disability such as dyslexia, it is possible that this exemption will 
bring the student under the minimum 8 subjects. Schools, where appropriate, should take ac-
count of the literacy learning needs of students who are exempt from the study of Irish when 
deploying available special education teaching resources. Students who are exempt from the 
study of Irish may also be allowed to substitute another subject, short course or area of learning 
for Irish.

The Department of Education does not give exemptions from the study of modern foreign 
languages, as the study of these subjects is not mandatory, which means that students do not 
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have to study these subjects. However schools may have their own rules in relation to the study 
of a foreign language.

When planning its Junior Cycle programme, each school is required to take account of the 
school’s local context and the backgrounds, interests, and abilities of its students and to ensure 
that, within the school’s Junior Cycle programme, there is sufficient flexibility to cater for the 
individual learning needs of all students, including those with special educational needs.

Schools should be conscious of this when planning their Junior Cycle programmes in order 
to ensure that, as far as possible, the particular range of subjects, short courses and Priority 
Learning Units available is appropriate to the needs and aptitudes of each student. The indi-
vidual student and his/her parents/guardians should be made aware of the feasibility and appro-
priateness of the curricular options available in light of the student’s ability.

  Question No. 861 answered with Question No. 818.

24/03/2021WRMM01000Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRMM01100862. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education the progress being made on 
the provision of a new school (details supplied) arising from a meeting with school representa-
tives recently; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14529/21]

24/03/2021WRMM01200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department’s technical staff is con-
sidering the proposal presented by the school authority in question. When the proposal has been 
fully examined, my Department will be in further contact with the school. In the meantime, my 
Department has approved interim accommodation to the school for the 2021/2122 school year.

24/03/2021WRMM01300Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRMM01400863. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education the details of the plan-
ning that has taken place to date for 2021 summer provision programme; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14550/21]

24/03/2021WRMM01500Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A signif-
icantly expanded Summer Programme was provided in 2020 for children with complex needs 
as a discrete response to Covid-19. The programme included a number of strands and options 
from which parents could choose, involving either in-school, or home-based supports by teach-
ers and special needs assistants (SNAs) to help to prevent regression among children with SEN. 

The programme’s aim was to support children to reintegrate/transition into their planned 
education setting for the 2020/21 school year with their peers. 

Over 14,000 children participated in the special education summer programmes developed 
by the Department including 3,881 in the school based programme, 9,716 in the home based 
programme and 450 families in the HSE programme.

My Department is progressing work on proposals for this years Summer Provision scheme 
which will be influenced by the current public health emergency.  These proposals will be de-
veloped based on engagement and consultation with the education partners. 

I will make an announcement on this in due course.
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24/03/2021WRMM01600Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRMM01700864. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education the steps and processes 
involved in the planning, development and construction of a new school in an urban environ-
ment, including typical timelines at each stage; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14574/21]

24/03/2021WRMM01800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): At present, there are five stages of archi-
tectural planning involved in the delivery of major school projects, regardless of whether it is in 
an urban or suburban or rural environment. The stages reflect the Capital Works Management 
Framework developed by the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform. The stages and 
indicative timelines are as follows:

Stage 1 – Preliminary Design (5 to 6 months).  The Preliminary Design stage includes re-
viewing all information provided as part of the Project Brief.  Establishing and analysing all site 
factors and constraints which may impact on the projects viability.

Stage 2 - Design   (which is divided into Stage 2a - Developed Sketch Scheme and Stage 
2b - Detailed Design) (9 to 12 months at each stage)

The Stage 2a includes development of the design and accurately cost plan the options agreed 
with the Client to a stage where the project is fully cost planned and can be prepared to lodge 
for statutory approvals.

The Stage 2b includes obtaining all statutory approvals, preparing a set of fully detailed 
Tender documents, and preparing an accurate pre-tender cost plan.

Stage 3 - Tender Action, Evaluation and Award (9 to 12 months).  On the completion of 
the examination of tenders, written authorisation of the Department must be obtained before 
issuing Letter of Intent and Letter of Acceptance.  Once all the contract pre-conditions in the 
letter of intent have been met and the Department has given written authorisation to proceed to 
Contract, a letter of Acceptance can be issued.  This forms the contract and is the contract and 
is the date for the calculation of the Contract period.

Stage 4 – Construction (12 to 24 months) All members of the Design Team are collectively 
responsible for the effective management of the project in order to achieve its completion on 
time and within budget.

Stage 5 - Handover of Works and Final Account (12 months minimum). The Design team 
individually and collectively are required to effectively manage the Project, with the co-opera-
tion of the Contractor achieve a satisfactory standard of Construction, and achieve Substantial 
Completion of all elements of the Projects by the Contract Section/Phase handover dates and 
overall Contract Completion Date.

The timelines outlined above are indicative and can be achieved by an efficient design team 
encountering no problems along the way. However, the period of time it takes to progress 
through each of these stages varies from project to project depending on its size and complexity 
and can often take longer than that indicated.

24/03/2021WRMM01900Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRMM02000865. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education the status of a project for a 
school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14583/21]



24 March 2021

493

24/03/2021WRMM02100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department remains committed to 
providing permanent accommodation to meet the needs of the school to which the Deputy 
refers. As the Deputy is aware, officials in my Department have been actively engaging with 
officials from Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council via emails, phone calls and through 
online meeting platforms to establish all relevant information in respect of two site options so 
that a determination as to the optimum configuration of school sites can be made at the earliest 
possible date. As a result, the acquisition of this site is progressing well.

My Department has published technical guidance documents on the identification and suit-
ability assessment of sites for schools which sets out the criteria to be used in assessing poten-
tial school sites. These guidance documents recommend that as part of the evaluation of site 
suitability a number of factors are taken into account including zoning, existing services, site 
orientation, topography, transport and access. My Department makes use of its own in-house 
professional and technical staff in relation to the technical assessment of sites, to ensure the 
suitability of a given site for the development of a school building.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the site acquisition process can be lengthy and there can be 
complex issues which need to be addressed during negotiations, technical assessments and con-
veyancing. In this regard, it is not possible to give a timeframe for delivery of the site. However, 
once my officials achieve agreement in principle on the final site, the Patron will be advised of 
the location without delay and the site acquisition will proceed to the conveyancing stage.

At all times my Department strives to obtain best value for the Exchequer and given the 
commercial sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to 
comment further at this time.

24/03/2021WRMM02200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRMM02300866. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to correspondence to his office from a person (details supplied) with a suggestion regard-
ing the return to school procedure; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14646/21]

24/03/2021WRMM02400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In all instances where COVID-19 is 
positively confirmed in a school age child in community testing (referred by G.P) or as part 
of close contact testing in the community, Public Health are immediately notified and a Public 
Health Risk Assessment (PHRA) is initiated with the school by local HSE public health Schools 
Teams. Where COVID-19 is detected in an adult in the community, either through symptomatic 
or close contact testing and when initial contact tracing confirms that they work in a school set-
ting, Public Health are immediately notified and the Public Health Risk Assessment (PHRA) is 
initiated with the school by HSE School Teams in a similar way. 

The findings of the Public Health Risk Assessment (PHRA), which is undertaken by a Pub-
lic Health Doctor, where a confirmed case has attended school whilst infectious, assesses many 
different aspects of disease transmission as laid out in the Schools Pathway document and this 
determines the identification of close contacts. This enables the most accurate and effective de-
termination of the relevant information allowing tailored, measured protection and prevention 
of Covid-19 in schools.

24/03/2021WRMM02500Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRMM02600867. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education the status of a matter regarding 
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a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14663/21]

24/03/2021WRMM02700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that follow-
ing on from the meeting referenced the Department is committed to approving capital funding 
for the school in question, under the Additional School Accommodation Scheme ‘ASA’, as a 
project for the school is not included on the current school building programme.

The parameters of the Additional School Accommodation scheme allows for the provision 
of mainstream classroom accommodation only (this includes classrooms, specialist rooms e.g. 
Construction/Engineering together with Special Education Tuition rooms and a Special Educa-
tional Needs Base).  The main focus of resources over the last decade and for the coming period 
is on provision of additional capacity to cater for increasing demographics.  The immediate 
priority of the Department is providing new and replacement school places each year, to ensure 
that every child has a school place.

The second half of the NDP (from 2023 onwards) will see an increasing focus on the up-
grade and refurbishment of the existing school stock.  This will include a PE Hall build and 
modernisation programme to ensure that students in all post-primary schools have access to 
appropriate facilities to support PE provision. 

In this regard, the Department is prepared to approve increased fees, for the proposed De-
sign Team, to include for the master-planning of the school site to facilitate the design of a PE 
Hall facility which can be considered for progression when capital funding becomes available. 
Furthermore, the connection between the existing school and the proposed extension can be 
considered at design stage. Refurbishment of the existing school building will be considered 
in the context of the climate action retrofit programme. 

24/03/2021WRMM02800Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRMM02900868. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the status of the stage 2b re-
port for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14664/21]

24/03/2021WRMM03000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that this 
school was granted approval and funding to build two mainstream classrooms and an Assisted-
User WC under the Additional Accommodation Scheme for 2020. The delivery of this project 
is devolved to the school authority.

My Department’s officials recently reviewed the school’s Stage 2B submission and I am 
pleased to confirm that this project has now been approved to proceed to tender stage; the 
school has been informed of this positive development.

24/03/2021WRMM03100Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRMM03200869. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education when a child (details 
supplied) will be accommodated in a suitable special needs school. [14670/21]

24/03/2021WRMM03300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Enabling 
children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for this Government. 

This year, over 20% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs.   As a result, the numbers of special education teachers, 
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SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels. 

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is planning a further expan-
sion of special class and special school places nationally, to meet identified need. This process 
is ongoing. 

Notwithstanding the extent of the investment in special education and the supports which 
have been put in place, I am also very conscious that there are some parts of the country, includ-
ing the area referenced, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns 
regarding a shortage of school places. 

I can assure the Deputy that NCSE is acutely aware of these concerns and is continuing its 
engagement with schools, patron bodies, parents and other stakeholders to bring the required 
additional special education placements on stream. 

My Department will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the 
necessary funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an 
education and I want to reassure you that the delivery of the necessary additional provision is 
being progressed as an absolute priority.

In circumstances, where no placement is available for a child with special educational 
needs, the Department can provide Home Tuition grant funding towards the provision of 20 
hours home tuition per week as an interim measure until the NCSE confirms that a placement 
is available. 

I can confirm that in the specific case referenced by the Deputy, 20 hours Home Tuition per 
week has been approved. 

I also understand that the local SENO has been engaging with, and remains available, to 
support the family.

24/03/2021WRMM03400School Patronage

24/03/2021WRMM03500870. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education her plans to establish a new 
post-primary school in the Donaghmede, Howth, Baldoyle, Stapolin and Dublin 13 school plan-
ning area; when the patronage of the proposed new school in this area will be finalised; when 
the school can enrol pupils; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14675/21]

24/03/2021WRMM03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, including Child Benefit and school enrolment data, to identify where the pressure for school 
places across the country will arise and where additional school accommodation is needed at 
primary and post-primary level.  Donaghmede_Howth_D13 is one school planning area and 
includes Baldoyle and Stapolin.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required at primary or post primary level, 
the delivery of such additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each 
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case and may be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

-  Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

-  Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

-  Provision of a new school or schools. 

Following such analysis, in 2018 it was announced that two new post primary schools would 
be established to serve the Donaghmede_Howth_D13 school planning area.  The first of these, 
Belmayne ETSS, opened in 2019.  The second new post primary school is due to be established 
in 2022.

A process to determine the patronage of this school will commence in the coming months.  
An Online Patronage Process System (OPPS) is utilised for this purpose and this provides ob-
jective information to parents in the relevant school planning areas to assist them in making an 
informed choice about their preferred model of patronage and language of instruction for the 
new school.  A prospective patron can choose the school(s) it wishes to apply for and complete 
an application form in that regard for each school, for submission to my Department.  The De-
partment provides details on the OPPS of the school(s) and the list of applicant patrons which 
have applied for patronage of the school(s).  Parents access the OPPS website, which allows 
them to access the appropriate survey for their area, to input the details of the eligible child(ren) 
and to select their preferred patron and language of instruction (where applicable).  Parental 
preferences from parents of children who reside in the school planning areas concerned, togeth-
er with the extent of diversity currently available in these areas, are key to decisions in relation 
to the outcome of the process. 

The patronage process for new schools is overseen by an external independent advisory 
group, the New Schools Establishment Group (NSEG).  Following their consideration of my 
Department’s assessment reports, the NSEG submits a report with recommendations to me for 
consideration and final decision.  The assessment reports and the NSEG recommendations for 
all such patronage processes are made available on my Department’s website.

The appointed patron of the new school will make the necessary arrangements to facilitate 
enrolments.

24/03/2021WRMM03700Departmental Correspondence

24/03/2021WRMM03800871. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education if she will address a matter 
raised in correspondence (details supplied). [14678/21]

24/03/2021WRMM03900Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A core 
recommendation of the National Council for Special Education’s (NCSE) Review of the Spe-
cial Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme concerned a change in the way that SNAs are allocated to 
mainstream classes in both primary and post primary schools and called for the greater pro-
portion of SNAs in these classes to be allocated on the basis of an educational profile of each 
school before the commencement of the school year in a similar manner to the allocation of 
special education teachers (SETs).

The frontloaded allocation model is intended to ensure that SNA posts are in schools and 
available immediately to students upon their arrival, reducing delays in accessing support. It 
eliminates the need for individual applications and professional assessments in order to access 
resources and facilitates schools allocating the available resources to those with greatest need.
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It had been planned that the frontloaded model of allocation for SNAs would be rolled out 
to all schools from the commencement of the 2020/21 school year.  

Under the frontloaded allocation model, no schools would receive an allocation of SNA 
support for mainstream classes which is less than their existing 2019/20 mainstream SNA al-
location on the introduction of the frontloaded model and some schools will gain.

However, due to the disruption caused by Covid-19 and the closure of school buildings in 
March 2020. It was decided that the introduction of the model would be deferred for one year 
i.e. to the start of the 2021/22 school year.  This will allow time for the necessary planning and 
training for schools.

As an interim step, SNA allocations were frozen at their current levels for 2020/21 with 
provision for additionality where necessary. Department Circular 30/2020 sets out the arrange-
ments for SNA allocations for the 2020/21 school year. This meant that no school received an 
allocation less then what they had on the date of issue of this Circular and existing SNAs in 
standard SNA posts could continue in these posts.

Schools were advised in the first instance to review and reprioritise deployment of all SNAs 
within mainstream settings and allocate resources on the basis that those with the greatest level 
of need receive the greatest level of support.

Providing access to SNA support continues to be based on primary care needs as outlined 
in DES Circular 0030/2014. SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not af-
fected by this arrangement.

Where schools consider their SNA allocation to be inadequate to meet current needs, a 
school can seek a review by making an application to the NCSE which is available to schools 
throughout the current school year.

Schools will be advised, as soon as possible, in relation to the manner in which allocations 
of SNA support will be made for mainstream school classes for the 2021/22 school year.

24/03/2021WRMM04000Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRMM04100872. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the number of 
special education places currently available in Cork city; the location of these places by primary 
school, secondary school, special school and so on; if these places are within an ASD unit, spe-
cial class or mainstream class; and the discipline related to each of these places, for example, 
severe intellectual disability, mild to moderate intellectual disability and so on. [14679/21]

24/03/2021WRMM04200873. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the number of 
primary schools with ASD units in Cork city. [14680/21]

24/03/2021WRMM04300874. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the number of 
secondary schools with ASD units in Cork city. [14681/21]

24/03/2021WRMM04400875. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the number of 
special schools in Cork city. [14682/21]

24/03/2021WRMM04500876. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the number of 
children on waiting lists for access to special schools in Cork city, both in primary and second-
ary schools. [14683/21]
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24/03/2021WRMM04600877. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the number of 
children on waiting lists for access to ASD units in Cork city, in both primary and secondary 
schools. [14684/21]

24/03/2021WRMM04700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 872 to 877, inclusive, together.

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  The Department of Education will spend approxi-
mately €2 Billion or over 20% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional 
provision for children with special educational needs this year.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures 
in place for engaging with schools and parents. NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area 
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education 
placements.  

I should clarify that the NCSE does not maintain waiting lists for schools.  Boards of man-
agement of individual schools are responsible for such enrolment matters.

However, the NCSE, through its local network of SENOs (Special Educational Needs Or-
ganisers), offers advice and support to parents on the possible placement options available to 
their child, including mainstream placement with appropriate support, special class placement 
and special school placement.

All placements are supported with additional resources where required for those students 
with special educational needs.

NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nationally, 
to meet identified need. This process is ongoing.  There are 88 special classes currently open in 
Cork City; 63 of these classes are based in primary schools (of which 7 are Early Intervention 
and 45 are ASD classes); 26 in post primary schools (of which 23 are ASD classes). There are 
8 special schools in the Cork City Council area.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. The NCSE provides a programme of teacher professional learning and 
in-school support to support schools in establishing special classes.

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country where 
increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a shortage of school 
places.  For September 2021, the NCSE is aware of a specific identified need for special school 
placements in Cork City and County and is working with my Department and the education 
partners towards meeting that need.

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.

NCSE is aware of those parents whose children will be seeking placement for the 2021/22 
academic year, including mainstream placement with appropriate support, special class place-
ment, Early Intervention and special school placement. The NCSE continues to work to identify 
any and all relevant suitable placements.
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The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: https://ncse.ie/regional-services-
contact-list.

Information on the list of schools with special classes is available at www.ncse.ie.

24/03/2021WRPP0010024/03/2021WRPP00200School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRPP00300878. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Education if she will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding teaching time. [14721/21]

24/03/2021WRPP00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Schools should avoid eroding teaching 
time and maintain the required amount of contact time with all pupils each day. In a small num-
ber of cases, staggered starting and finishing times might be the only way a school can ensure 
large numbers of people do not congregate outside the school setting. In these cases, all pupils 
should still be afforded the correct amount of teaching contact time.  

However, in most schools, the use of additional entry and exit points will ensure that classes 
can be admitted and released from school in a safe manner. Equally, it is important that parents 
maintain social distancing and adhere to public health measures when dropping off and collect-
ing their children. This should eliminate the need to stagger starting and finishing times.

24/03/2021WRPP00500State Examinations

24/03/2021WRPP00600879. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education when the outcome 
of appeals lodged after the release of the results of the written leaving certificate 2020 exams in 
February 2021 will be released. [14726/21]

24/03/2021WRPP00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you. 

24/03/2021WRPP00800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRPP00900880. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education her plans to enforce the wear-
ing of facemasks by primary school students. [14743/21]

24/03/2021WRPP01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has always been guided 
by public health advice in relation to the infection prevention and control measure appropriate 
for schools. While current public health advice makes it a requirement for face coverings to be 
worn by teachers, non-teaching staff in primary and post primary schools and students attend-
ing post primary school, it is not a requirement for children attending primary school to wear 
face-coverings.

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) keep infection prevention and control 
measures under review in all sectors and have recently confirmed that the wearing of masks by 
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primary school students is not being recommended at this time. 

24/03/2021WRPP01100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRPP01200881. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education if special education is classed 
as an essential service; and if these schools will remain open irrespective of Covid-19 numbers 
to align them with the EU and the UK. [14757/21]

24/03/2021WRPP01300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Educa-
tion has been deemed an essential service which means that the general public heath advice for 
people to stay at home does not apply to school staff providing an essential service like teachers 
and SNAs.

I am conscious of the fact that closing schools has hugely adverse consequences at individ-
ual, family and societal level and that the effect on children with complex special educational 
needs can be even greater. 

For this reason, special schools and special classes were prioritised in the phased reopen-
ing and a supplementary programme was also put in place for these pupils and for pupils with 
complex needs in mainstream classes. 

I know that the phased re-opening of schools has been particularly challenging for many 
children with complex special educational needs who have not yet returned to school and their 
families.

The purpose of managing this cautious phased return is to continue to limit the mobility of 
the population and curb the spread of the virus.

This approach have been developed in close collaboration with education stakeholders and 
follow ongoing engagement with the Department of Health and Public Health, HSE.

The safe return and sustained safe re-opening of our schools is a key priority for Govern-
ment.

24/03/2021WRPP01400Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRPP01500882. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education if consideration is being 
given to extending the special education school term to the end of July 2021 to align it with the 
EU and the UK. [14758/21]

24/03/2021WRPP01600883. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education her plans for summer sup-
ports for 2021; and the eligibility criteria for same. [14759/21]

24/03/2021WRPP01700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 882 and 
883 together.

A significantly expanded Summer Programme was provided in 2020 for children with the 
complex needs as a discrete response to Covid-19. 

The programme provided either in-school, or home-based supports by teachers and special 
needs assistants (SNAs) during the summer holidays to help to prevent regression among chil-
dren with SEN. 
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The programme’s aim was to support children to reintegrate/transition into their planned 
education setting for the 2020/21 school year with their peers. 

Over 14,000 children participated in the special education summer programmes developed 
by the Department including 3,881 in the school based programme, 9,716 in the home based 
programme and 450 families in the HSE programme.

My Department is progressing work on proposals for this years Summer Provision scheme 
to provide supports for children with complex special educational needs during the Summer 
holiday period.  The scheme will be influenced by the current public health emergency.  These 
proposals will be developed based on engagement and consultation with the education partners. 

I will make an announcement on this in due course.

There are no plans to extend the school term.

24/03/2021WRPP01900School Funding

24/03/2021WRPP02000884. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education if it is planned to increase 
capacity for concessionary ticket holders for the next academic year for applicants (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14764/21]

24/03/2021WRPP02100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Department’s Post-Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attend-
ing their nearest school/education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language. 

Bus Éireann has confirmed that pupils who reside in the areas referred to by the Deputy are 
not eligible to the Post Primary Centre they are attending. Children who apply for transport but 
who are not eligible are considered for spare seats that may exist after eligible children have 
been facilitated; such seats are referred to as concessionary seats.

The facility to apply for school transport for the upcoming school year is now open on the 
School Transport Section of the Bus Éireann website, www.buseireann.ie. 

The terms of the School Transport Scheme are applied equitably on a national basis.

24/03/2021WRPP02200Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRPP02300885. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education the five most recent sig-
nificant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of her Department which have 
required her sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal 
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for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements making up this 
period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in 
assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contractors; and the way this dura-
tion compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset of the process. [14774/21]

24/03/2021WRPP02400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The main focus of resources over the last 
decade and for the coming period is on provision of additional capacity to cater for increasing 
demographics. The key drivers of the education sector capital programme are demographic 
change, alignment with housing provision and national planning at school planning area level, 
construction costs, catch-up to address legacy of underinvestment and climate action objectives 
including deep energy retrofit. The Department has a large pipeline of projects for delivery 
under the school building programme. The main elements of this pipeline currently involves 
in excess of 1200 projects for delivery under the Department’s Large Scale and Additional Ac-
commodation Scheme.  

At present, there are five stages of architectural planning involved in the delivery of major 
school projects. The stages reflect the Capital Works Management Framework developed by 
the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform. The stages and indicative timelines are as 
follows:

Stage 1 – Preliminary Design   (5 to 6 months).  The Preliminary Design stage includes 
reviewing all information provided as part of the Project Brief.  Establishing and analysing all 
site factors and constraints which may impact on the projects viability.

Stage 2 - Design   (which is divided into Stage 2a - Developed Sketch Scheme and Stage 
2b - Detailed Design) (9 to 12 months at each stage)

The Stage 2a includes development of the design and accurately cost plan the options agreed 
with the Client to a stage where the project is fully cost planned and can be prepared to lodge 
for statutory approvals.

The Stage 2b includes obtaining all statutory approvals, preparing a set of fully detailed 
Tender documents, and preparing an accurate pre-tender cost plan.

Stage 3 - Tender Action, Evaluation and Award   (9 to 12 months).  On the completion of 
the examination of tenders, written authorisation of the Department must be obtained before 
issuing Letter of Intent and Letter of Acceptance.  Once all the contract pre-conditions in the 
letter of intent have been met and the Department has given written authorisation to proceed to 
Contract, a letter of Acceptance can be issued.  This forms the contract and is the contract and 
is the date for the calculation of the Contract period.

Stage 4 – Construction   (12 to 24 months) All members of the Design Team are collectively 
responsible for the effective management of the project in order to achieve its completion on 
time and within budget. 

Stage 5 - Handover of Works and Final Account   (12 months minimum). The Design team 
individually and collectively are required to effectively manage the Project, with the co-opera-
tion of the Contractor achieve a satisfactory standard of Construction, and achieve Substantial 
Completion of all elements of the Projects by the Contract Section/Phase handover dates and 
overall Contract Completion Date.

The timelines outlined above are indicative and can be achieved by an efficient design team 
encountering no problems along the way. However, the period of time it takes to progress 
through each of these stages varies from project to project depending on its size and complexity 
and can often take longer than that indicated. 
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Design Teams are appointed to progress major projects through the stages of architectural 
planning. In normal circumstances once a Design Team has been appointed, the project should 
be progressed expeditiously to the completion of Stage 2b i.e. the preparation of Tender Docu-
ments. The responsibility for the progression of the project from Stage to Stage (in accordance 
with the Project Brief and the Department’s Design Guidelines) rests with the Design Team in 
agreement with the client, subject to the project timelines and the availability of funding. The 
written authorisation of the Department to proceed is always required prior to progression to 
stages 3 (tender) and 4 (contract award & construction).

By nature each project is significant for the local community, in answer to your query the 
table outlines the progress of the five most recent projects at final account agreed and paid with 
a cost of over €1 million.

Table: most recent school building projects with a value greater than €1 million where final 
account has been agreed and paid. 

Roll_Num-
ber

School_
Name

County Stage 1 Stage 2a Stage 2b Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 4 
Practical 
Completion

Stage 5 Final 
Account   
Agreed & 
Paid

19850F Ladyswell 
NS

Dublin 09/04/2016 21/12/2016 13/04/2017 16/05/2017 22/03/2019 30/10/2020 30/10/2020 08/02/2021

20188J Mullingar 
Educate 
Together 

Westmeath 22/11/2011 12/12/2012 28/10/2014 12/10/2016 16/03/2017 01/10/2019 20/01/2020 08/02/2021

91412M *Clifden 
Community 
School 

Galway 01/11/2005 26/01/2010 14/11/2013 15/06/2015 30/05/2016 17/10/2017 01/02/2021 08/02/2021

20124G **Edge-
worthstown 
NS

Longford 10/03/2009 08/03/2010 18/02/2011 07/11/2012 15/05/2013 02/09/2015 23/05/2017 06/01/2021

18734V Realt Na 
Maidine

Cork 02/04/2014 07/11/2014 01/09/2015 30/10/2018 19/03/2019 03/12/2020 04/12/2020 04/12/2020

*Clifden Community School 

Approval to proceed with the project was given in November 2005.  In January 2008 ap-
proval to proceed to Stage 2a was given in principle. However the project was not authorised 
to proceed any further as a result of the economic downturn. In January 2010, when funding 
became available, the project was permitted to progress through the stages.

**Edgeworthstown NS

The delay between final account agreed and final account paid was as a result of an internal 
Design Team dispute and as such was beyond the control of the Department.

24/03/2021WRPP02500School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRPP02600886. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education when her Department communi-
cated to schools that leaving certificate geography students would be unable to partake in field 
trips as part of their geographical investigation assessment; the way in which she plans to ac-
commodate leaving certificate geography students affected by this decision (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14824/21]

24/03/2021WRPP02700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions. 

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.
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24/03/2021WRPP02800School Transport

24/03/2021WRPP02900887. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 465 of 3 March 2021, her views on whether the results of the school transport 
review currently underway will inform the 2021 process and allocation; if the results of the re-
view will be acted on by the time Bus Éireann allocates tickets for the coming term; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14861/21]

24/03/2021WRPP03000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

In October 2019, my predecessor announced a review of the School Transport Scheme with 
a view to ensuring funds are being spent in the most effective way  to meet the objectives of the 
scheme.  Given the  evolving situation with Covid-19 the work of the Steering Group had been 
delayed.  However, an initial meeting of the Steering Group was held on the 11th of February 
in order to recommence the process, which will continue over the coming period. The review is 
being conducted to ensure that the school transport is fit for purpose and that it serves students 
and their families adequately.  

A Working Group has been established to review the School Transport Scheme as it cur-
rently operates and will make recommendations to the Steering Group. The Working Group 
will report initially on preliminary findings regarding eligibility, before moving to consider and 
report on broader issues such as the objectives of the scheme and the integration of the scheme 
with other initiatives. 

The Review will build on the proposals in the Programme for Government as they relate 
to school transport, including examining the options to reduce car journeys and assessing how 
the School Transport Scheme can work in liaison with the Safe Routes to Schools Programme; 
examining the options for providing a better value and a better service for students, including 
and examining issues such as the nearest or next-nearest school.

24/03/2021WRPP03100National Educational Psychological Service

24/03/2021WRPP03200888. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education the formula used to allocate 
educational psychological assessments to primary schools through NEPS; if there is provi-
sion for unused allocations to be reallocated to other schools during the current school year; if 
unused allocations can be rolled over by schools to the following academic year; if multiple 
schools within an area can pool allocations of psychological assessments; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14873/21]

24/03/2021WRPP03300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The National Educational Psychological 
Service (NEPS) is the psychological service of my Department.  It is a school-based service 
with an overall objective of providing an educational psychology service to all schools, through 
the application of psychological theory and practice, to support the well-being, and academic, 
social and emotional development of all learners.  NEPS prioritises support for learners at risk 
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of educational disadvantage and those with special educational needs.  

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, NEPS 
has adopted a consultative model of service.  This model does not operate on a waiting list 
basis.  Educational psychological assessments are not assigned to schools.  Instead an Educa-
tional Psychologist is assigned to a school.  The NEPS Model of Service is one where there 
is a balance between consultation and casework about individual children, and support and 
development work with school personnel. This model is based on what the research shows is 
effective in the application of psychology and facilitates a number of ways for psychologists to 
engage with schools.  The Psychologist works with the school to ensure the needs of children 
and young people are met. This often involves parents, teachers and the psychologist working 
collaboratively. Other agencies and other staff in the school may also be involved.  This could 
for example include a special education teacher, SNA or personnel from the NCSE.  The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to 
severe and transient to enduring. 

NEPS encourages and supports schools to use a continuum based assessment and interven-
tion process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational plan-
ning and intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers 
may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in 
the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consul-
tation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive 
intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

24/03/2021WRPP03400National Educational Psychological Service

24/03/2021WRPP03500889. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education her plans to increase the 
number of educational psychological assessments allocated to primary schools through NEPS; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14874/21]

24/03/2021WRPP03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The National Educational Psychological 
Service (NEPS) is the psychological service of my Department.  It is a school-based service 
with an overall objective of providing an educational psychology service to all schools, through 
the application of psychological theory and practice, to support the well-being, and academic, 
social and emotional development of all learners.  NEPS prioritises support for learners at risk 
of educational disadvantage and those with special educational needs.  

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, NEPS 
has adopted a consultative model of service.  This model does not operate on a waiting lists 
basis.  Educational psychological assessments are not assigned to schools.  Rather, Educational 
Psychologists are assigned to schools.  The NEPS Model of Service is one where there is a bal-
ance between consultation and casework about individual children, and support and develop-
ment work with school personnel. This model is based on what the research shows is effective 
in the application of psychology and facilitates a number of ways for psychologists to engage 
with schools.  The Psychologist works with the school to ensure the needs of children and 
young people are met. This often involves parents, teachers and psychologists working col-
laboratively. Other agencies and other staff in the school may also be involved.  This could for 
example include a special education teacher, SNA or personnel from the NCSE.  The focus is 
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on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to 
severe and transient to enduring. 

NEPS encourages and supports schools to use a continuum based assessment and interven-
tion process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational plan-
ning and intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers 
may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in 
the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consul-
tation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive 
intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention. 

I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equivalents in 2016 and 
following increases allowed in Budgets 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 221 w.t.e.  This includes an additional 17 psychologist 
posts to support the well-being of school communities.

24/03/2021WRPP03700School Accommodation

24/03/2021WRPP03800890. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Education the number of 
schools in Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin operating partially or fully out of prefabs; the length 
of time each school has been partially or fully in this style of accommodation; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14881/21]

24/03/2021WRPP03900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that there 
are 2 schools in Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin operating out of rented prefabs, one since 2015 
and the other since 2018.  

While it is the policy of my Department to ensure a high standard of permanent accom-
modation for all schools, in the context of a rapidly increasing school population over the last 
decade or more it is sometimes necessary to make use of temporary accommodation to meet the 
accommodation needs of schools. 

The changing landscape in relation to enrolments means that accommodation requirements 
can vary between short-term, medium-term and long-term and this can impact on the type of 
accommodation solution put in place to address same.  

24/03/2021WRPP04000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRPP04100891. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education if permission to 
travel outside five kilometres for educational purposes extends to families that home-school 
their children and must travel to access a network of other home-schooling families, for educa-
tional trips and to access educational resources; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14888/21]

24/03/2021WRPP04200892. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education if guidance on 
continuation of education during level 5 restrictions will be provided for families that provide 
schooling to their children from home all year round; and if not, the reason such guidance is not 
being provided (details supplied). [14889/21]
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24/03/2021WRPP04300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 891 and 892 together.

In line with the provisions of Section 14(1) of the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000, Tusla‘s 
Alternative Education Assessment and Registration Service (AEARS) is responsible for the 
regulation of provision for education in places other than recognised schools. 

The AEARS does not have a role in providing guidance or advice regarding the provision 
of education for children who are educated in a place other than recognised schools within the 
specific context of the on-going Covid-19 public health restrictions, as this is a matter for the 
relevant public health authorities.

Children that are home-schooled, and their parents or guardians, must comply with all of the 
public health advice and guidance produced by the Government in order to protect their health 
and well-being and that of other citizens during this pandemic.  There are currently no plans to 
provide separate or bespoke guidance for this cohort of the population.

24/03/2021WRPP04500Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRPP04600893. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education the status of the provision of 
a new building for a school (details supplied); when a planning application will be made; when 
building work will commence; when the school will be completed; if the provision of tempo-
rary classrooms will not affect the location of another school on the site; and the timeline for the 
delivery of the new school. [14892/21]

24/03/2021WRPP04700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The permanent school building project 
for the school referred to by the Deputy has been assigned to my Department’s Design & Build 
delivery programme.  This delivery programme uses a professional external Project Manager to 
progress the project through the relevant stages of architectural planning, tender and construc-
tion.  

Architectural Planning has commenced with site surveys completed and design develop-
ment progressing.  A pre-planning meeting has been held with the local authority which is 
informing the design of the school. 

The next milestone for the project will be the submission of the planning application. My 
Department will liaise with the school authority to arrange a meeting to share the plans in ad-
vance of lodging the planning application. It is not possible to provide an indicative timeframe 
for the progression of the project to tender and construction stages until such time as the neces-
sary statutory approvals have been secured.

The delivery of the permanent school building will be managed to take account of any in-
terim accommodation located on the permanent site.

24/03/2021WRPP04800School Accommodation

24/03/2021WRPP04900894. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education if she has discussed capacity 
issues with the relevant post-primary school authorities in two school planning areas (details 
supplied) to establish the amount of additional capacity required for the 2021-2022 academic 
year; when particular capacity requirements will be identified and dealt with; if her attention 
has been drawn to the fact that many parents are finding it impossible to source post-primary 
school places for their children in these areas at this late stage; and if she will make a statement 
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on the matter. [14895/21]

24/03/2021WRPP05000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my De-
partment is aware of increasing pressures and demand for additional post-primary school places 
in a number of school planning areas including school planning areas in Killester/Raheny/Clon-
tarf,  Drumcondra/Marino/Dublin 1 and Donaghmede/Howth/Dublin 13.

Where capacity issues arise it may not be as a result of lack of accommodation but may be 
driven by the following factors:

-  Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place  to a number of schools in 
the area

-  School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

-  Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school 
there are not available to all pupils

-  External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area

Until these issues are discussed with the relevant school authorities the true extent of any 
capacity issue will only become known.

Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department 
is engaging with patron bodies, including patrons in Killester/Raheny/Clontarf,  Drumcondra/
Marino/Dublin 1 and Donaghmede/Howth/Dublin 13, to identify particular capacity require-
ments for the forthcoming year(s) which may necessitate action including, where required, the 
provision of modular accommodation solutions.

24/03/2021WRPP05100School Admissions

24/03/2021WRPP05200895. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn 
to the situation in which the families of at least eight pupils in sixth class of a school (details 
supplied) have been informed that there is no available place for them at post-primary level in 
any school in the region; the measures her Department will take to resolve this matter; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14965/21]

24/03/2021WRPP05300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Enabling 
children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for this Government.  The Department of Education will spend approximately €2 Bil-
lion or over 20% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional provision for 
children with special educational needs this year.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures 
in place for engaging with schools and parents. NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area 
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education 
placements. 

The majority of special schools cater for students up to the age of 18. However, in the event 
that students are transitioning from a special school to a post-primary school, such enrolment 
applications are a matter for each individual board of management and the NCSE does not hold 
such records. 
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The NCSE, through its local network of SENOs (Special Educational Needs Organisers), is 
available to provide advice and support to parents of students that are due to transition to post-
primary on the possible placement options available to their child, including mainstream place-
ment with appropriate support, special class placement and special school placement. Post-
primary placements are supported with additional resources where required. 

NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nationally, 
to meet identified need. This process is ongoing.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. The NCSE provides a programme of teacher professional learning and 
in-school support to support schools in establishing special classes.

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, I am acutely aware that there are some parts 
of the country where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a 
shortage of school places.  For September 2021, the NCSE is aware of a specific identified need 
for special school placements in Cork City and County and is working with my Department 
and the education partners towards meeting that need. A number of options are currently being 
explored to increase the number of places to cater for the needs of children in this area. I can 
assure the Deputy that this is a priority for all concerned.  

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard. 

NCSE is aware of those parents whose children are seeking placement for the 2021/22 
academic year, including mainstream placement with appropriate support, special class and 
special school placement. The NCSE continues to work to identify any and all relevant suitable 
placements.

In circumstances, where no placement is available for a child with special educational 
needs, the Department can provide Home Tuition grant funding towards the provision of 20 
hours home tuition per week as an interim measure until the NCSE confirms that a placement 
is available. 

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: https://ncse.ie/regional-services-
contact-list. 

Information on the list of schools with special classes is available at www.ncse.ie.

24/03/2021WRPP05400School Facilities

24/03/2021WRPP05500896. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education if a grant scheme ex-
ists for sensory gardens in a school setting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15025/21]

24/03/2021WRPP05600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that the pro-
vision of sensory gardens form part of the accommodation brief  for Special Educational Need 
Bases.  This information is available on the Departments website www.education.ie.
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24/03/2021WRPP05700Oideachas trí Ghaeilge

24/03/2021WRPP05800897. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Oideachais cé a rinne an cinne-
adh chun fáil réidh leis an riachtanas maidir le measúnú síceolaíochta a fháil sula mbronntar 
díolúine ó fhoghlaim na Gaeilge ar dhalta scoile; cén dáta a rinneadh an cinneadh sin; agus cad 
é an taighde ar bunaíodh an cinneadh. [15051/21]

24/03/2021WRPP05900898. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Oideachais cén taighde atá déanta 
ag a Roinn maidir le díolúintí ó fhoghlaim na Gaeilge a bhronnadh ar dhaltaí scoile; agus an bh-
féadfaidh sí aon taighde lena mbaineann a fhoilsiú agus a roinnt leis an Teachta seo. [15052/21]

24/03/2021WRPP06000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Freagróidh mé PQ 15051 agus 15052 le 
chéile.

Foilsíodh ciorcláin na Roinne 0052/2019 (bunscoil) agus 0053/2019 (iar-bhunscoil) i mí 
Lúnasa 2019 le cur chun feidhme i scoileanna ó thús na bliana acadúla 2019/20.

Fuarthas an t-eolas do na ciorcláin ó Thuarascáil Taighde na Cigireachta: Athbhreithniú ar 
Bheartas agus ar Chleachtas maidir le Díolúintí ó staidéar na Gaeilge atá ar fáil ar shuíomh gréasáin 
na Roinne www.education.ie/ga/Tuismitheoir%C3%AD/Eolas/D%C3%ADol%C3%BAine-
%C3%B3n-nGaeilge/D%C3%ADol%C3%BAine-%C3%B3n-Gaeilge.html.

Bhí faill ar leith ag an gCigireacht an taighde a dhéanamh agus cuirtear ar fáil sa tuarascáil, 
i measc nithe eile, sonraí agus treochtaí staitistice ar dhíolúintí a cheadú le cois cás-staidéar ar 
fhorfheidhmiú chiorcláin na tréimhse sin i mbunscoileanna agus in iar-bhunscoileanna araon.

Lena chois sin, i gCaibidil 8 den Tuarascáil Taighde cuirtear na torthaí i láthair maidir le 
tuairimí agus eispéiris shíceolaithe ón tSeirbhís Náisiúnta Síceolaíochta Oideachais (SNSO) i 
ndáil le díolúintí ó staidéar na Gaeilge. Cuirtear na tuairimí sin i láthair i gcomhthéacs Taighde 
idirnáisiúnta ábhartha. Mar thoradh ar an taighde a rinneadh laistigh den SNSO thángthas an 
gconclúid gur cheart go sonrófaí sna ciorcláin amach anseo lena rialaítear díolúine ó staidéar 
na Gaeilge an gá atá le daltaí/scoláirí faoi Mhíchumas Foghlama Sonrach (MFS) tacaíocht 
foghlama iomchuí a fháil sa litearthacht ar feadh tréimhse sonraithe sula ndéantar díolúine ón 
nGaeilge a mheas i gcomhréir leis an bpróiseas um Leanúntas Tacaíochta (LT). Ní chuimsítear 
sa phróiseas sin ceanglas maidir le tuarascáil Síceolaíochta.

I gCaibidil 9 den Tuarascáil Taighde tugtar breac-chuntas ar roinnt príomhthorthaí ó thaighde 
agus ó thráchtaireacht go hidirnáisiúnta agus go náisiúnta maidir le díolúintí ó theanga iasachta/
ón dara teanga. Is é an tátal, tríd is tríd, nach bhfuil ach beagán taighde ar réimse na ndíolúintí 
ó fhoghlaim teangacha. Mar sin féin, tugtar roinnt léargas úsáideach ón méid atá ar fáil ar 
fiú machnamh a dhéanamh orthu i bhfianaise bheartas agus chleachtas sa todhchaí maidir le 
díolúintí ó staidéar na Gaeilge.

Is ó phróiseas comhairliúcháin phoiblí a soláthraíodh tuilleadh eolais do na ciorcláin inar 
cuimsíodh dréachtaí de na ciorcláin a bhí beartaithe. Ní fhacthas riamh roimhe líon na bhf-
reagraí ar an bpróiseas comhairliúcháin phoiblí óir bhí níos mó ná 11,000 freagra ann lena n-
áirítear 22 aighneacht shubstaintiúla ó raon eagraíochtaí. Tá an Tuarascáil ar an gcomhairliúchán 
poiblí ar fáil ar shuíomh gréasáin na Roinne: www.education.ie/ga/Foilseach%C3%A1in/
Tuarasc%C3%A1lacha-Oideachais/tuarascail-ar-an-gcomhairliuchan-poibli-ar-dhioluinti-o-
bheith-ag-deanamh-staideir-ar-an-ngaeilge-i-scoileanna.pdf. 

Tá cóipeanna den 22 aighneacht shubstaintiúla a fuarthas ó eagraíochtaí ar fáil freisin: www.
education.ie/en/Parents/Information/Irish-Exemption/submissions-to-public-consultation-
irish-exemptions/.
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24/03/2021WRPP06200School Admissions

24/03/2021WRPP06300899. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if she has engaged with a 
school (details supplied) to resolve the difficulties regarding the unavailability of school places 
for local children; the way in which she plans to address this problem; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15074/21]

24/03/2021WRPP06400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy, that the 
question of enrolment in individual schools is the responsibility of the managerial authority of 
those schools. It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of schools to implement an 
enrolment policy in accordance with the Education Act 1998 and the Education (Admission to 
Schools) Act 2018. 

I would also advise the Deputy that where capacity issues arise, it may not be as a result of 
lack of accommodation but may be driven by the following factors:

-  Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in 
the area.

-  School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area.

-  Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school 
there are not available to all pupils

-  External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area.

Until these issues are discussed with the relevant school authorities the true extent of any 
capacity issue will only become known.

Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department is 
engaging with patron bodies, including those in the mid-Kerry area, to identify particular ca-
pacity requirements for the forthcoming year(s) which may necessitate action.

24/03/2021WRPP06500Schools Designation

24/03/2021WRPP06600900. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education if she will provide details of 
the 92 primary schools with the title of a junior national school; the schools that only go as far 
as first class; if they are single gender or not; if in the case of junior schools only going as far 
as first class, they are legally entitled to amend their enrolment policy to include second class; 
the number of single gender primary schools that have opened in the past 20 years; the corre-
sponding co-educational primary schools that opened in the same period; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [15086/21]

24/03/2021WRPP06700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As requested by the Deputy, please see 
attached list of 92 junior primary schools.

Of these, 28 primary schools operate up to 1st class - see list attached showing the gender 
type. Such schools may not amend their enrolment policy to include second class.   

My Department has established 72 primary schools since 2011, all are co-educational 
schools. Information for the period preceding 2011 is not readily available.

Junior School and County Max First Class by Gender 2020
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Roll Number County Official Name Gender
01285A Tipperary TIPPERARY JNR BN S Male
01795A Dublin CENTRAL INFS SCHOOL Mixed
13031I Cork ST JOSEPHS CONVENT N S Mixed
13662U Cork DUNMANWAY CONVENT INF Mixed
15260K Louth S N N MAOLMHAODHAGH N Mixed
15320C Limerick ST MICHAELS NS Mixed
15816I Dublin ST VINCENTS INF BOYS Male

16319W Monaghan Castleblayney Convent Infants National 
School

Mixed

16344V Tipperary ST MARYS JNR B N S Male
16754R Dublin ST VINCENTS CONVENT INF N S Mixed
17211H Dublin CLOCHAR LUGHAIDH NAOIDH Mixed
17356K Dublin OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL SCHOOL Mixed
17459U Dublin CHRIST THE KING I G Female
17466R Dublin ST CATHERINES INFANT SCHOOL Mixed
17873H Kildare S N CONNLAODH NAOFA N Mixed
17923T Mayo S N BEAL AN MHUIRTHEAD Mixed
17928G Dublin SN N SAILBHEASTAR NFA Mixed
17957N Clare HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL Mixed
17978V Dublin NAISCOIL IDE Mixed
18362K Dublin S N CAITRIONA NAIONAIN Mixed
18405C Westmeath S N PHOIL NAOFA Mixed
18424G Carlow SCOIL NAIS IOSEF NAOFA Male
18494E Monaghan ST LOUIS INFANT SCHOOL Mixed
18632N Dublin S N EOIN BOSCO NAI BUAC Male
19007S Dublin EOIN BAISDE C NAOIDH Female
19037E Dublin ST MONICAS N S Female
19242F Dublin OUR LADY OF VICTORIES INFANT N S Mixed
20029M Dublin ST BRIGIDS INFANT N S Mixed

Junior Schools 2020 Where Max Standard = Senior, First or Second Class

Academic Year 
(Enrolment)

Roll Number Official Name County Description

2020 18424G SCOIL NAIS IOSEF NAOFA Carlow
2020 17957N HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL Clare
2020 18154D S N PADRAIG NAOFA Cork
2020 13031I ST JOSEPHS CONVENT N S Cork
2020 13662U DUNMANWAY CONVENT INF Cork
2020 18883P S N IOSAGAIN Cork
2020 19801P DRIMOLEAGUE JUNIOR SCH Cork
2020 01795A CENTRAL INFS SCHOOL Dublin
2020 15816I ST VINCENTS INF BOYS Dublin
2020 16754R ST VINCENTS CONVENT INF N S Dublin
2020 17104G ST FRANCIS JUNIOR NATIONAL 

SCHOOL
Dublin

2020 17211H CLOCHAR LUGHAIDH NAOIDH Dublin
2020 17356K OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL 

SCHOOL
Dublin
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Academic Year 
(Enrolment)

Roll Number Official Name County Description

2020 17459U CHRIST THE KING I G Dublin
2020 17466R ST CATHERINES INFANT SCHOOL Dublin
2020 17683C MUIRE OG 2 LORETO CON Dublin
2020 17978V NAISCOIL IDE Dublin
2020 18362K S N CAITRIONA NAIONAIN Dublin
2020 18632N S N EOIN BOSCO NAI BUAC Dublin
2020 19006Q EOIN BAISDE B SOIS Dublin
2020 19007S EOIN BAISDE C NAOIDH Dublin
2020 19037E ST MONICAS N S Dublin
2020 19242F OUR LADY OF VICTORIES INFANT N S Dublin
2020 19431I ST JOSEPHS JNR Dublin
2020 19454U DARNDALE NS JUNIOR Dublin
2020 19471U ST PAULS JUNIOR NATIONAL SCHOOL Dublin
2020 19473B SCOIL BHRIDE Dublin
2020 19496N SCOIL FHIACHRA SOISIR Dublin
2020 19538D ST KEVINS JUNIOR N S Dublin
2020 19546C ST OLIVER PLUNKETT N S Dublin
2020 20029M ST BRIGIDS INFANT N S Dublin
2020 20450T Assumption Junior School Dublin
2020 19537B ST ATTRACTAS JUNIOR N S Dublin
2020 19641T SCOIL CHOLMCILLE JUNIOR NS Dublin
2020 16333Q ST PATRICKS JNR MIXED Dublin
2020 16972E S N PEADAR AGUS POL N Dublin
2020 17928G SN N SAILBHEASTAR NFA Dublin
2020 19393D MHUIRE IOSEF JUNIOR Dublin
2020 19435Q ST FRANCIS XAVIER J N S Dublin
2020 19456B ST CRONANS JUNIOR NATIONAL 

SCHOOL
Dublin

2020 19545A CORDUFF N S Dublin
2020 19578P ST HELENS JUNIOR N S Dublin
2020 19601H ST PHILIP THE APOSTLE JUNIOR N S Dublin
2020 19605P SCOIL NAIS MHUIRE SOIS Dublin
2020 19721R HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR N S Dublin
2020 20309S Mary Mother of Hope Junior National 

School
Dublin

2020 20509D Lusk Junior National School St Maccullins Dublin
2020 19401W S N CAITRIONA SOIS Galway
2020 17873H S N CONNLAODH NAOFA N Kildare
2020 19550Q BALLYMANY JUNIOR NS Kildare
2020 19653D SAN CARLO JUNIOR NS Kildare
2020 17108O ST JOHNS INFANTS N S Kilkenny
2020 20270R Holy Family Junior School Laois
2020 15320C ST MICHAELS NS Limerick
2020 16913L SCOIL NA NAOINEAN Limerick
2020 15260K S N N MAOLMHAODHAGH N Louth
2020 19479N RATHMULLAN N S Louth
2020 17923T S N BEAL AN MHUIRTHEAD Mayo
2020 00885T RATOATH JUNIOR N S Meath



Questions - Written Answers

514

Academic Year 
(Enrolment)

Roll Number Official Name County Description

2020 12068D OUR LADY OF MERCY NS Meath
2020 20032B DUNBOYNE JUNIOR N S Meath
2020 20216L SCOIL OILIBHEIR NAOFA Meath
2020 16319W Castleblayney Convent Infants National 

School
Monaghan

2020 18494E ST LOUIS INFANT SCHOOL Monaghan
2020 18797W St. Joseph’s N.S. Offaly
2020 17899C SCOIL CARMEL Dublin
2020 19462T SCOIL MAELRUAIN JUNIOR Dublin
2020 19472W ST MARKS JUNIOR MIXED Dublin
2020 19474D SCOIL COLMCILLE NAOFA Dublin
2020 19502F SCOIL AENGHUSA JUN NS Dublin
2020 19509T SCOIL NANO NAGLE Dublin
2020 19542R ST THOMAS JUNIOR NATIONAL 

SCHOOL
Dublin

2020 19556F ST KILIANS JUNIOR SCHOOL Dublin
2020 19569O NEILLSTOWN N S Dublin
2020 19575J ST MARYS JUNIOR N S Dublin
2020 19652B AN CHROI RO NAOFA SOIS Dublin
2020 19658N BISHOP SHANAHAN NS Dublin
2020 19702N ST THOMAS JUNIOR N S Dublin
2020 19743E ST BERNADETTES JUNIOR N S Dublin
2020 19775R SCOIL CNOC MHUIRE JUNIOR Dublin
2020 19782O ST BRIGIDS N S Dublin
2020 19865S DIVINE MERCY JUNIOR NATIONAL 

SCHOOL
Dublin

2020 20463F Holy Spirit Junior Primary School Dublin
2020 16344V ST MARYS JNR B N S Tipperary
2020 01285A TIPPERARY JNR BN S Tipperary
2020 19879G NAOMH PADRAIG JUNIOR Tipperary
2020 18509O AN TEAGHLAIGH NAOFA Girls Junior Waterford
2020 00934G PRESENTATION CONVENT (JNR) Westmeath
2020 18405C S N PHOIL NAOFA Westmeath
2020 20481H Bunscoil Nic Amhlaidh Wexford
2020 17091A S N MUIRE Wicklow
2020 20470C St Michael’s and St Peter’s Junior School Wicklow

24/03/2021WRPP06800School Transport

24/03/2021WRPP06900901. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the age limit for driv-
ers with Bus Éireann and for those contracted to drive school children; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15106/21]

24/03/2021WRPP07000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, the day-to-day 
management and operational aspects of public transport are the responsibility of the individual 
operators - in this case, Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann.

Accordingly, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the companies for direct reply. 
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Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

24/03/2021WRPP07100Departmental Equipment

24/03/2021WRPP07200902. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education the number of vehicles 
owned or leased and operated by her Department and agencies and semi-State companies under 
her remit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE vehicles and fuel category, that is, 
petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15116/21]

24/03/2021WRPP07300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that my De-
partment does not lease or own any vehicles.

The information in respect of state bodies within the scope of the Deputy’s question is not 
held by my  Department. Contact details for these bodies are set out in the attached document 
should the Deputy wish to contact them directly with his query. 

Contact E-Mail Addresses for State Bodies under the Remit of the Department of Education

Name of Body Dedicated Email address for the 
Members of the Oireachtas

Designated Official Responsible 
for assisting Oireachtas Members

An Comhairle um Oideachais 
Gaeltachtaagus Gaelscolaíochta 
(Note 1)

oireachtas@cogg.ie muireann@cogg.ie               

Educational Research Centre oireachtas.queries@erc.ie jude.cosgrove@erc.ie
National Centre for Guidance in 
Education

oireachtas@ncge.ie Jennifer.mckenzie@ncge.ie

National Council for Curriculum 
and Assessment  (Note 2)         

oireactasqueries@ncca.ie  Aine.ArmstrongFarrell@ncca.ie

State Examinations Commission Oireachtas@examinations.ie Paddy.Quinn@examinations.ie
The Teaching Council pqrep@teachingcouncil.ie Tomás Ó Ruairc 
National Council for Special 
Education

oireachtasqueries@ncse.ie patrick.martin@ncse.ie  andcindy-
jane.oconnell@ncse.ie

Residential Institutions Statutory 
Fund - Caranua

Oireachtas@caranua.ie jane.merrigan@caranua.ie.

Note 1 – The designated officer responsible  within  An Comhairle um Oideachais Gael-
tachta is Muireann Ní Mhóráin.

Note 2 - The spelling of the NCCA e-mail address to which Oireachtas queries may be ad-
dressed has been verified with the NCCA as being accurate.

24/03/2021WRQQ00200Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRQQ00300903. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education if plans are in place to put ASD 
units in primary or post-primary schools in Ballymun, Dublin 11 in the near future; the number 
of children with a Ballymun address on the waiting list for a placement; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15140/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ00400904. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Education the number of children on wait-
ing lists for placements in ASD units from an area (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15141/21]
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24/03/2021WRQQ00500Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 903 and 904 together.

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  The Department of Education will spend approxi-
mately €2 Billion or over 20% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional 
provision for children with special educational needs this year.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures 
in place for engaging with schools and parents.  NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area 
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education 
placements.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. 

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country where 
increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a shortage of school 
places.  

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard. 

There are currently sixteen special classes attached to mainstream primary and post-primary 
schools in Dublin 9 and Dublin 11, including 1 Early Intervention class, providing ASD place-
ments for students in the area.

The NCSE is aware of an identified need for ASD classes at primary and post primary levels 
in the Dublin 9 and 11 areas and in the Fingal area as a whole.  Through ongoing consultation 
at local level, the NCSE is also aware of those parents whose children will be seeking place-
ment for the 2021/22 academic year, including mainstream placement with appropriate support, 
special class placement, Early Intervention and special school placement. The NCSE continues 
to work to identify any and all relevant suitable placements.

The NCSE is working with a significant number of schools in this area to encourage and 
support the opening of new special classes at all levels and has specific plans in place to in-
crease the number of places available.

I should also clarify that the NCSE does not maintain waiting lists for schools.  Boards of 
management of individual schools are responsible for such enrolment matters.

I can reassure the Deputy that the local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) con-
tinue to be available to assist and advise both schools and the parents of children with special 
educational needs. Parents may contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: 
https://ncse.ie/regional-services-contact-list  . 

Information on the list of schools with special classes is available at www.ncse.ie.

24/03/2021WRQQ00700Pension Provisions

24/03/2021WRQQ00800905. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if a person (details sup-
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plied) has an entitlement to an occupational pension; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15223/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ00900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am happy to confirm that the person to 
whom the Deputy refers is entitled to pension benefits from the Department of Education from 
the date of their 60th birthday.  These benefits are payable upon application.  

Officials from the Pension Unit of my Department are currently preparing a service/benefit 
statement for the person concerned, to issue imminently by post, along with the appropriate ap-
plication form for pension benefits.  

The benefits due will be paid with effect from the person’s 60th birthday, upon receipt of the 
completed application form to the Pension Unit of my Department and its successful process-
ing.

24/03/2021WRQQ01000School Accommodation

24/03/2021WRQQ01100906. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education the funding streams avail-
able to primary schools to build outdoor classrooms in view of social distancing guidelines; and 
the criteria for eligibility of such streams. [15244/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ01200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware my Department 
provided a total of €160m Minor Works Grant funding to Primary and Post-Primary Schools 
during 2020. (€90m at Primary level and €70m at Post Primary level)

School management authorities have flexibility in terms of how this Minor Works Grant 
funding is best utilised, meeting the needs for schools operating in a Covid environment which 
may include creation of outdoor learning spaces.

24/03/2021WRQQ01300School Facilities

24/03/2021WRQQ01400907. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education the funding streams avail-
able to schools to build sensory gardens whereby a special educational unit already exists with-
in the school; and the criteria for eligibility of such streams. [15245/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ01500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that my 
Departments Summer Works Scheme would be the appropriate mechanism for Schools to apply 
for funding for sensory gardens where a special education unit is already in place. The scheme 
is not currently open for applications however a notification will issue on the Esinet notice 
board when the application process reopens.

24/03/2021WRQQ01600School Funding

24/03/2021WRQQ01700908. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education the assistance available to pri-
mary schools under the green agenda initiative; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15246/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ01800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Dear Paul,

Thank you for your correspondence in relation to assistance available to primary schools 
under the Green Agenda initiative. 
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The Department of Education (DoE) published The National Strategy on Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD) in Ireland 2014 – 2020, in 2014.   

The ESD Strategy aims to ensure that education contributes to sustainable development by 
equipping learners with the relevant knowledge (the ‘what’), the key dispositions and skills (the 
‘how’) and the values (the ‘why’) that will motivate and empower them throughout their lives 
to become informed active citizens who take action for a more sustainable future.  It covers 
three key policy areas: environmental, socio-economic (including Gender Equity) and political.  
Key measures for my Department under this strategy include:

-  The establishment of an ESD Advisory Group chaired by my Department

-  The establishment of links between ESD and Development Education (DE) and Global 
Citizenship Education

-  The establishment of an ESD hub on Scoilnet

-  The identification and gathering of relevant ESD related data

-  The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) carried out a study on op-
portunities for engagement with ESD in the Curriculum and has continued the integration of 
key ESD principles and new Curricula developments as and where appropriate.  

-  The inclusion of ESD content in Initial Teacher Education (ITE) and Continuing Profes-
sional Development (CPD) programmes for Teachers

-  Increased provision of skills needed by the Green Economy by the Further Education 
Sector

-  Increased focus on ESD in calls for research at Higher Education Level

-  Inclusion of and consulting with young people on ESD issues

-  Engagement with a wide range of stakeholders in the provision of programmes, advice, 
partnerships, assistance, workshops, training etc., to schools in the areas of sustainable develop-
ment 

- Sustainable Development principles are reflected where appropriate in relevant Depart-
mental policy and strategy documents.

An ESD Advisory Group, established to oversee implementation of the ESD Strategy, 
comprises members from NCCA, D.Foreign Affairs/ Irish Aid, ECO UNESCO, IDEA, Green 
Schools, WorldWise Global Schools, the Environmental Pilar and many others.

A number of bodies and NGOs provide resources to both primary and post-primary schools 
in relation to ESD and Climate Action, some of which include: 

-  The SEAI engage with schools in relation to energy, sustainability and climate change: www.
seai.ie/teaching-sustainability/.

-  Green Schools engage with 97% of primary and post-primary schools in Ireland: https://
greenschoolsireland.org/. For example, in the 2019 – 2020 academic year, 750 primary were 
awarded Green Flags.

-  An Taisce has developed specific climate change resources for primary schools.

-  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) have a range of resources available for 
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schools on Climate Change:  https://www.epa.ie/researchandeducation/education/educ/limit-
ingadaptingtoclimatechange/climatechangeirelandanintroduction/.

-  Trócaire: https://www.trocaire.org/getinvolved/education.

-  World Wise Global Schools: https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/.

Scoilnet, as mentioned above, is the Department’s official portal for Irish Education and 
has a designated ESD space which includes links to numerous ESD teaching and learn-
ing resources: https://www.scoilnet.ie/search/?q=Education%20for%20sustainable%20
development&fq=school_level%3A1.

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)’s audit reviewed ESD op-
portunities and linkages in the primary and post-primary curriculum.  This report has been pub-
lished, and can be found here: https://ncca.ie/media/3573/esdreport_final_june2018.pdf.

An interim review of the ESD Strategy sets out the achievements to date including the in-
tegration of ESD and Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) themes and principals across the 
curriculum, into Initial Teacher Education and teacher CPD and into the assessment and inspec-
tion processes.  It  sets out the significant progress to date in this area.   A Final Report on the 
2014 – 2020 strategy will be published before the end of 2021.   Further information on the ESD 
strategy is available on the Department’s website: 

https://www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/education-for-sustainable-develop-
ment/.

The Department of Education in conjunction with the Department of Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and Science, is now committed to developing a follow on 
strategy for ESD to 2030 with the aim of supporting the achievement of the SDGs for 030 
Agenda and in particular SDG target 4.7.  As part of this strategy development process, the 
Department will commence and undertake a phased stakeholder engagement and public con-
sultation process this year. 

Since the publication of the ESD Strategy, the Government, in recognition of the need to 
share in the international responsibility to address the increasingly global challenges we face, 
launched The Sustainable Development Goals National Implementation Plan 2018-2030, a 
Whole of Government initiative to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. This is 
informed by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Many complementa-
ry themes can be identified between the Government’s National Implementation Plan for SDGs 
and the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Strategy and Action Plan Q4 2018-Q4 
2020 in, for instance, areas such as awareness raising and sustainability in action. 

The UN’s 17 SDGs are the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for 
all. They address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, 
climate, environmental degradation, prosperity, and peace and justice.  The SDGs post-date the 
National Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development.  Under SDG 4 – Quality Educa-
tion, the target (4.7) aims to ensure that by 2030 “all learners acquire the knowledge and skills 
needed to promote sustainable development, including, among others, through education for 
sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion 
of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity 
and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development”.  The ESD Strategy aligns closely 
with this goal.  The DoE is committed to playing its part in delivering on the SDGs and are 
represented on the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC) led 
Inter-Departmental Working Group which is overseeing delivery of the National Implementa-
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tion Plan for the SDGs.

Ireland’s 1st Voluntary National Review to the UN on the SDGs in July 2018 indicates 
Ireland’s strong performance in relation to education and skills.  The report sets out a range of 
other work underway in the Education Sector on the wider SDG agenda particularly under SDG 
4 – Quality Education including in the area delivering equality of opportunity in schools.

The CSO is currently publishing a series of reports on each of the SDG indicators including 
SDG4 – quality education: https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-sdg4/ireland-
sunsdgs2019-reportonindicatorsforgoal4qualityeducation/tableofcontents/ 

The Department is also represented on the Senior Officials Group for the all of Government 
Climate Action Plan and has continued its engagement with the DECC in relation to the devel-
opment of the next Plan and the contribution that we will make in a range of areas including 
School Buildings, School Transport and the Curriculum (ESD)

All public bodies, including schools, are prohibited from purchasing single-use plastics with 
effect as of April 1st, 2019. 

In relation to school buildings, the Department is at the forefront of design with respect to 
sustainable energy in primary and post-primary school buildings since the development of its 
energy research programme in 1997.  Technical Guidance Documents set the benchmark for 
sustainable design in school buildings. A multi-annual energy research pilot project commenced 
in 2017 with SEAI for the energy upgrading of existing schools to establish opportunities and 
innovative delivery models, as well as a menu of best practice retrofit options. 

I trust that the above will prove of assistance to you.

24/03/2021WRQQ01900School Funding

24/03/2021WRQQ02000909. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education if capital funding is avail-
able for the development of a new building for an existing preschool; the means by which the 
preschool can apply for such funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15269/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ02100910. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education if she will address a matter 
raised in correspondence by a school (details supplied); if the matter is dealt with by her Depart-
ment or the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15270/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 909 and 
910 together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that the matter raised relates to preschool education. Support for 
childcare, including preschool education falls within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for 
Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.

I also wish to advise the Deputy that school sites are reserved for the purpose of providing 
accommodation for primary and post primary school requirements.

In relation to the school in question, I understand that a portion of land adjoining the school 
has been offered to the Department. This will be considered by my officials and a response will 
issue in relation to the offer when the matter has been fully considered.
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24/03/2021WRQQ02400Educational Disadvantage

24/03/2021WRQQ02500911. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education when the DEIS schools 
review is due to be finalised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15279/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A detailed analysis of school enrol-
ment data and the latest data available from Census 2016, using the HP Deprivation Index, has 
been carried out by members of the DEIS Technical Group. This group contains representatives 
of the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion Units, the Inspectorate and the Educational 
Research Centre. My Department commenced a consultation process with education stake-
holder representatives on the technical aspects and implementation of the model, and work is 
ongoing on final elements of the model. It is envisaged that this will then provide the basis for 
development of a DEIS resource allocation system to match resources to identified need. Until 
this work is complete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any further schools.

24/03/2021WRQQ02700Special Educational Needs Staff

24/03/2021WRQQ02800912. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education the stage of the recruitment 
process for a special educational needs organiser for an area (details supplied) following the 
retirement of the previous organiser; the process and timeframe for filling the vacancy; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15288/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ02900Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is an independent statutory body which has 
been established in accordance with the provisions of the Education for Persons with Special 
Educational Needs Act 2004.

Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) are recruited and employed directly by the 
NCSE. As this question relates to the timeframe for the recruitment process for a special educa-
tional needs organiser, this question has been referred to the NCSE for their consideration and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRQQ03000School Completion Programme

24/03/2021WRQQ03100913. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education the number of students 
who left school in 2014 without completing the leaving certificate; the proportion of same 
against the total number of school leavers in 2014; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15298/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ03200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The official number of early school is 
published annually in the retention report. The number of early school leavers for the 2019-20 
school year will be published in the 2014 cohort retention report. It is hoped to publish this re-
port in Q3 2021, once the data for those who sat in the Leaving Certificate in November 2020 
has been verified.  If referring to  2014 directly, there were 56,075 pupils in the first year cohort 
in 2008. Of these 90.56% sat the Leaving Certificate Exams in 2013 or 2014. From this there 
are 5,292 early school leavers or 9.44% of the original cohort.

24/03/2021WRQQ03300School Accommodation
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24/03/2021WRQQ03400914. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Education when the delivery of two 
new prefabricated classrooms to a school (details supplied) is expected; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15302/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ03500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school building project to which the 
Deputy refers has been approved funding under my Department’s Additional Accommodation 
Scheme 2020 to enable the school to build a two-classroom SEN Base.   

To meet the school’s interim accommodation needs, rental of prefabricated accommodation 
for one temporary SEN classroom is due to go on site in May 2021 and one mainstream class-
room is to be delivered for September 2021.  The project has been devolved for delivery to the 
school authority.

24/03/2021WRQQ03600Special Educational Needs Staff

24/03/2021WRQQ03700915. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education her plans to increase re-
sources, teachers and special reading schools for children with severe dyslexia for the Dublin 9 
and 11 areas including increased resources to mainstream schools that will allow for the estab-
lishment of reading units within these existing schools for children with severe dyslexia; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15320/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ03800Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for determining the appropri-
ate staffing levels in relation to the support of pupils with special educational needs in special 
schools, in accordance with the policies of my Department. 

Special school staffing allocations are reviewed and updated each year by the NCSE and 
special schools are staffed on the basis of each year’s current school enrolments.   

Staffing arrangements for special schools are in line with policy advice provided by the 
NCSE in 2013, which did not recommend alteration to staffing ratios established under the 
Special Education Review Committee (SERC) Report in 1993. 

Enhanced pupil teacher and SNA ratios are provided to special schools to support them in 
dealing with pupils’ educational and care needs. These schools are staffed on the basis of indi-
vidual pupil profile and the disability categorisation of those pupils, as opposed to being based 
primarily on school designation, in accordance with my Department’s Circular 0032/2019 - Ap-
pointment of Administrative Deputy Principal and Staffing in Special Schools.

My Department also provides an extensive range of supports for pupils with Specific Speech 
and Language Disorder (SSLD).  This includes provision for the establishment of special class-
es for pupils with SSLD in primary schools. A total of 63 SSLD special classes in mainstream 
primary schools have been provided for the 2020/2021 school year. 

NCSE, through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is 
responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, 
including applications to establish special classes for SSLD.  Applications meeting the criteria 
for establishment are approved by the NCSE.  

The opening and retention of SSLD special classes is, however, contingent on the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) being in a position to provide speech and language therapy to the 
students in the class.  The availability and provision of speech and language therapy is the re-
sponsibility of the HSE.
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The enrolment of pupils in SSLD special classes is managed locally by an Admissions & 
Discharges Committee, comprising the Speech and Language Therapy Manager, Speech and 
Language Therapist, Class Teacher and Principal.   

As outlined in Circular 0038/2007, eligible pupils may spend up to two years in SSLD 
classes.

Students who are not enrolled in a special class for SSLD and who meet the SSLD crite-
ria, as outlined in Circular 0038/2007, may qualify for additional Special Education Teaching 
(SET) support; as may students with mild speech and language difficulties.  It is a matter for 
individual schools to use their professional judgement to identify pupils who will receive this 
support and to use the resources available to the school to intervene at the appropriate level with 
such students. My Department is not directly involved in these decisions.  

The NCSE is currently developing Policy Advice on Special Classes and Special Schools. 
My Department, in conjunction with the NCSE is also considering the existing definition of 
Specific Speech and Language Disorder (SSLD).  

There will be no change to the criteria for enrolment in special classes for pupils with speech 
and language difficulties, pending the outcome of these considerations and the finalisation of 
the Policy Advice.

24/03/2021WRQQ03900Special Educational Needs Staff

24/03/2021WRQQ04000916. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education the reason mainstream 
teachers are being assigned to special needs classrooms (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [15356/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ04100Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I wish 
to advise the Deputy that DES Circular 013/2017 sets out the qualification criteria for a person 
to be appointed as a Special Education Teacher for a mainstream primary school. Such teach-
ers may hold Teaching Council registration under Route 1 Primary (formerly Regulation 2 
Primary) or Route 4 Other (formerly Regulation 3 Montessori & Other Categories). DES Cir-
cular/014/2017 notes that Special Education Teachers in post primary schools must be qualified 
post primary teachers.

The Circulars also note, however, that in addition to these qualification requirements, the 
acquired professional development and expertise of teachers, including where teachers have 
attained recognised qualifications in special education, should be taken into account by the prin-
cipal when allocating teaching responsibilities, in order to ensure that pupils with the greatest 
needs are supported by teachers who have the relevant expertise.

In relation to teachers in special classes, the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 
guidance for schools on the establishment of special classes advises that students in special 
classes have complex learning needs and that schools should appoint teachers knowledgeable 
and experienced in working with students with special educational needs. Additional training 
opportunities are provided where required. 

Students in special classes require experienced teachers with appropriate qualifications 
and, wherever possible, a background in working with students with special educational needs. 
Schools should also endeavour to assign experienced SNAs to the special class. 

Schools planning to open special class provision should be proactive in meeting the continu-
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ing professional development needs of their special class teachers, in addition to developing 
and reviewing their whole school polices in relation to the education and inclusion of students 
with special educational needs. 

Training and support for schools in relation to continuing professional development for 
teachers in the area of special educational needs provision is available from the NCSE Support 
Service.

24/03/2021WRQQ04200Home Tuition Scheme

24/03/2021WRQQ04300917. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education if she will address a 
matter (details supplied) regarding home tuition hours; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15357/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ04400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My 
Department does not provide for preschool services other than early intervention for autistic 
children which includes ASD early intervention classes in mainstream and special schools.  

Parents/guardians of preschool aged autistic children who may need advice should contact 
their local NCSE Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) who can assist and advise them 
on the preschool provision available for their child. 

Contact details are available on www.ncse.ie.

The principal vehicle for the delivery of preschool education is the Early Childhood Care 
and Education (ECCE) Scheme which provides early childhood care and education for children 
of preschool age. Since 2016 the inclusion of children with a special needs, including Autism, 
in the ECCE Scheme has been supported under the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) for 
preschool. 

In circumstances where an autistic child cannot access a placement in an ASD Early Inter-
vention Class and are attending an ECCE preschool they may be eligible to be supplemented 
by the Home Tuition grant. 

Please see the link below to the Home Tuition circular and application form. 

  www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0044_2020.pdf.

  www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Home-Tuition/Home-Tuition-Form-HTSEN1.pdf.

24/03/2021WRQQ04500Special Educational Needs

24/03/2021WRQQ04600918. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education the reason SENOs in 
County Kerry are unaware of the availability of autism classes in their locality (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15358/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ04700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Enabling 
children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a 
priority for this Government. 

This year, over 20% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs.   As a result, the numbers of special education teachers, 
SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels. 
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The Deputy will be aware that the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has re-
sponsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for children nationwide. 
It has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and parents. NCSE seeks to 
ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified 
as needing special education placements.  

NCSE does not maintain waiting lists for schools.  Boards of management of individual 
schools are responsible for such enrolment matters. However, when schools notify NCSE of 
vacancies within their specialist provision, SENOs work locally to ensure parents are made 
aware of these special class places. 

I can assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to support the NCSE and schools 
through the provision of the necessary funding and capital investment to ensure all children are 
successful in accessing an education.

I have also arranged for your query to be brought to the attention of the NCSE for direct 
reply to you.

24/03/2021WRQQ04800Schools Data

24/03/2021WRQQ04900919. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education if assistance will be provided 
in the case of a person (details supplied). [15361/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ05000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the Teaching Council Acts 2001-
2015 the Teaching Council is the body with statutory authority and responsibility for the regu-
lation of the teaching profession in Ireland including the registration of teachers in the State. 

In order to register with the Council a teacher must submit a fully completed application 
form, provide supporting documentation (e.g. qualification transcripts, module descriptors, 
Character Reference etc.) and complete the Garda Vetting process. Only completed applica-
tions can be finalised and registration granted. Where an application is incomplete the Council 
engages with the teacher regarding the missing documentation or alternatives options as appro-
priate. In instances where an applicant for registration meets all the registration requirements in 
the provision of alternative character reference(s), registration will be progressed. 

The person referred to by the Deputy should continue to liaise directly with the Teaching 
Council and follow their guidance regarding their registration. 

The Teaching Council inform me that they have been in contact with the applicant on this 
matter.

24/03/2021WRQQ05100Schools Data

24/03/2021WRQQ05200920. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education if she will address a 
matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15363/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ05300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the Teaching Council Acts 2001-
2015 the Teaching Council is the body with the statutory authority and responsibility for the 
regulation of the teaching profession in Ireland including the registration of teachers in the 
State.
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The Teaching Council registers teachers in line with the requirements set out in the Teaching 
Council Act 2001-2015 and the Teaching Council (Registration) Regulations 2016. 

The Regulations set out four routes under which a teacher can apply for registration. An ap-
plicant for registration under Route 3 Further Education may apply for registration on comple-
tion of a suitable degree and prior to the completion of an accredited teacher education qualifi-
cation (TEQ) for the purposes of Further Education (FE) teaching. Where an applicant does not 
hold the teacher education qualification in FE they are granted registration with conditions and 
given 3 years to complete a relevant teacher education qualification.  

The Teaching Council inform me that the person to which the deputy refers to was granted 
registration under Route 3 Further Education on 2 March 2021. As this person does not hold a 
teacher education qualification suitable for teaching in further education and as set out in the 
Registration Regulations 2016, she was given until 2 March 2024 to complete a such a qualifi-
cation.  

The person referred to by the Deputy should continue to liaise directly with the Teaching 
Council and follow their guidance regarding their registration.

24/03/2021WRQQ05400School Admissions

24/03/2021WRQQ05500921. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to the situation of eight children who left a school (details supplied) in June 2020 and 
have no secondary school place and that some of the children have instead been offered home 
tuition. [15373/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ05600922. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education the support available to par-
ents who are unable to source a special secondary school place for their children. [15374/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 921 and 
922 together.

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  The Department of Education will spend approxi-
mately €2 Billion or over 20% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional 
provision for children with special educational needs this year.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures 
in place for engaging with schools and parents. NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area 
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education 
placements.

The majority of special schools cater for students up to the age of 18. However, in the event 
that students are transitioning from a special school to a post-primary school, such enrolment 
applications are a matter for each individual board of management and the NCSE does not hold 
such records.

The NCSE, through its local network of SENOs (Special Educational Needs Organisers), is 
available to provide advice and support to parents of students that are due to transition to post-
primary on the possible placement options available to their child, including mainstream place-
ment with appropriate support, special class placement and special school placement. Post-
primary placements are supported with additional resources where required.
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NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nationally, 
to meet identified need. This process is ongoing.  

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. The NCSE provides a programme of teacher professional learning and 
in-school support to support schools in establishing special classes.

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, I am acutely aware that there are some parts 
of the country where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a 
shortage of school places.  For September 2021, the NCSE is aware of a specific identified need 
for special school placements in Cork City and County and is working with my Department 
and the education partners towards meeting that need. A number of options are currently being 
explored to increase the number of places to cater for the needs of children in this area. I can 
assure the Deputy that this is a priority for all concerned.

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard. 

NCSE is aware of those parents whose children are seeking placement for the 2021/22 
academic year, including mainstream placement with appropriate support, special class and 
special school placement. The NCSE continues to work to identify any and all relevant suitable 
placements.

In circumstances, where no placement is available for a child with special educational 
needs, the Department can provide Home Tuition grant funding towards the provision of 20 
hours home tuition per week as an interim measure until the NCSE confirms that a placement 
is available.

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist 
and advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: https://ncse.ie/regional-services-
contact-list. 

Information on the list of schools with special classes is available at www.ncse.ie.

24/03/2021WRQQ05900Pension Provisions

24/03/2021WRQQ06000923. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education if she will examine and advise 
on the position of a pension for a public servant (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15379/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ06100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Education Training Boards routine-
ly employ people by way of non-pay grants, none of whom have public service pension status. 
The issue of staff funded from non-pay grant payments such as the staff member in question has 
been, and remains a subject of consideration at central government level.

In view of this fact my Department is not in a position to accord this member of staff access 
to a public service pension scheme.

This was set out in the member of staff’s contract when he/she was initially employed in late 
2018. The person was also advised at the time that he/she could be facilitated with a Personal 
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Retirement Savings Account (PRSA) if he/she wished to make contributions into the scheme.

24/03/2021WRQQ06200State Examinations

24/03/2021WRQQ06300924. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education if measures can be taken 
to provide State recognition for end of year exams that will be completed by those schoolchil-
dren who were due to do sit the junior certificate in 2021; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [15384/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ06400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As part of the Government Decision on 
17 February last, the normal Junior Cycle Examination processes for 2021 were cancelled.

Given the priority that needed to be accorded to the Leaving Certificate examinations and 
the challenge associated with running them, it was not considered feasible to run a set of Junior 
Cycle Examinations also.

This decision followed intensive engagement with education stakeholders bilaterally and 
through the Planning for State Examinations 2021 Advisory Group and sub-group.

In 2021, Junior Cycle students’ progress and learning achievements will be recognised in 
two specific ways designed to meet the current exceptional circumstances presented by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. For each student, certification will involve two elements.

One of these elements will be a State Certificate of Completion of the Junior Cycle from the 
Department of Education. This certificate will state that the student has completed the Junior 
Cycle programme of study. For each student the certificate will include the list of subjects, short 
courses and/or priority learning units studied by him/her during their Junior Cycle programme.

The other element will be a School Report detailing the learning achievements of the stu-
dent during their Junior Cycle programme. Students should receive a written report on the 
broad range of learning that they have achieved in each subject, short course and/or priority 
learning unit at the end of Junior Cycle. This assessment of their learning will be provided by 
their teachers. Schools will have autonomy, following consultation with the teachers of third-
year students, regarding how this assessment is to be arrived at and the format in which the 
report is provided.

Further details are available in the Guidelines on Assessment and Reporting on Students’ 
Learning – Junior Cycle 2021 that have been provided to schools and centres of education and 
is available on the gov.ie page for the Junior Cycle 2021.  These guidelines set out arrange-
ments to support schools and centres for education in their approach to reporting on the learning 
achievements and progress of students who are completing their Junior Cycle programme of 
study in 2021. 

Schools will shortly be provided with further guidance on continuing to engage this year 
group in online learning and assessment during the period of school closure and through in-
person learning when schools re-open.

24/03/2021WRQQ06500Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRQQ06600925. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Education if her Department will 
categorise the construction of a school site (details supplied) as essential under level 5 restric-
tions given the commitment to commence construction in quarter 1 of 2021; and if she will 
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make a statement on the matter. [15403/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ06700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project for the school re-
ferred to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build Programme. 

My Department is currently in the process of establishing a Framework of Design and Build 
Contractors to which Design and Build projects can be tendered. The tender process to es-
tablish the new Framework including the school referred to by the Deputy, is expected to be 
concluded shortly. My Department has confirmed that as provided for under S.I. No. 4 of 2021, 
the construction or development of essential educational facilities at primary and post-primary 
level, including school building projects, which will provide additional capacity for students or 
involve essential maintenance or refurbishment works in support of the continued provision of 
education may continue. If necessary, when the project for the school referred to by the Deputy 
is due to commence on site, this school building project may be so designated.  

My Department will keep the school authority and its Patron Body updated as the project 
progresses to completion of the tender process and into the construction stage.

24/03/2021WRQQ06800Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRQQ06900926. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education the status of the construction 
of a new building for a school (details supplied). [15450/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ07000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A building project for the new Gaelscoil 
referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s current Building Programme.

Officials from my Department have been working closely with Cork City Council towards 
acquiring a permanent site for this school.

A potential site option has been identified and discussions are ongoing with the landowner 
with a view to acquiring this site.  Once the site has been acquired the project will then progress 
to the architectural design & planning stages.

Due to the commercially sensitive nature of site acquisitions generally, it is not possible to 
comment further at this stage. 

24/03/2021WRQQ07100Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRQQ07200927. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education the status of planning 
applications in respect of each new school due to open in September 2021; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [15467/21]

24/03/2021WRQQ07300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Work is currently ongoing in relation to 
sourcing suitable interim accommodation in respect of each new school due to open in Septem-
ber 2021.  Pending agreement on accommodation arrangements it is not possible to comment 
on any potential planning applications at this time.

24/03/2021WRRR0010024/03/2021WRRR00200School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRRR00300928. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education the regulations in place 
which allow schools to exclude children from accessing transition year education in cases in 
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which that year is provided within the school. [15494/21]

24/03/2021WRRR00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The management authority of each school 
carries responsibility for making decisions regarding the provision of the Transition Year Pro-
gramme in their school. 

In some schools, the Transition Year programme is compulsory for all students, in other 
schools Transition Year is offered as an option to students. Circumstances may arise where it is 
necessary to limit the number of students who can avail of the Transition Year programme in 
a school and it is the board of management of these schools that decide the number of places 
available on the programme. In cases where restrictions apply, schools should have clear proce-
dures regarding how places are allocated to students.

24/03/2021WRRR00500School Discipline

24/03/2021WRRR00600929. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education the regulations in place 
to allow for the expiry of a suspension on a student’s record within the lifetime of attendance 
at a school. [15495/21]

24/03/2021WRRR00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Section 7 of the Education (Admissions 
to Schools) Act 2018 has provided for the replacement of the existing Section 29 of the Educa-
tion Act 1998 with a series of new sections numbered 29 to 29F. These new appeal provisions 
in sections 29 to 29F came into operation on 12 November 2020.

The appeals system provides for a parent/guardian to take an appeal in respect of a decision 
by a school’s board of management or person acting on behalf of the board of management to 
suspend a student from attendance at a school for 20 or more school days in a school year.

Appeals against suspension are examined and determined by an independent appeals com-
mittee by way of oral hearing after which a committee must issue a decision, and reasons for 
that decision, to the parties to the appeal.

In accordance with section 29D (11) where a committee allows an appeal the decision shall 
include a direction to the board of management of the school to readmit the student and remove 
the suspension from the student’s record.

Where an appeal is disallowed, the suspension stays on the record of the student. However 
the NEWB Developing a Code of Behaviour: Guidelines for Schools (www.tusla.ie/uploads/
content/guidelines_school_codes_eng.pdf) state in section 11.10 that:

“When any sanction, including suspension, is completed, a student should be given the 
opportunity and support for a fresh start. Although a record is kept of the behaviour and any 
sanction imposed, once the sanction has been completed the school should expect the same 
behaviour of this student as of all other students” 

Under these guidelines schools are required to have a policy on and fair procedures for the 
use of suspension.

24/03/2021WRRR00800School Enrolments

24/03/2021WRRR00900930. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education if additional places will be pro-
vided for first year students for the 2021-2022 academic year at a school (details supplied); and 
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if she will make a statement on the matter. [15536/21]

24/03/2021WRRR01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has had discussions with 
the patron body and will shortly arrange to meet with the school Board of Management and 
the Patron in relation to the need for an additional intake of students for the 2021/22 academic 
year.  Some additional classroom spaces can be provided on the site using existing planning 
provisions. A planning application will also be progressed to provide for further additional ac-
commodation on the site for the 2021/22 and 2022/23 school years.

24/03/2021WRRR01100School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRRR01200931. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Education the guidelines that have 
been issued to schools for junior certificate students for assessing students in view of the sig-
nificant number of months missed due to Covid-19. [15541/21]

24/03/2021WRRR01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As part of the Government Decision on 
17 February last, the normal Junior Cycle Examination processes for 2021 were cancelled.

Given the priority that needed to be accorded to the Leaving Certificate examinations and 
the challenge associated with running them, it was not considered feasible to run a set of Junior 
Cycle Examinations also. 

This decision followed intensive engagement with education stakeholders bilaterally and 
through the Planning for State Examinations 2021 Advisory Group and sub-group.

Guidance has been provided to schools and centres of education in the form of Guidelines 
on Assessment and Reporting on Students’ Learning – Junior Cycle 2021 and is available on 
the gov.ie page for the Junior Cycle 2021.  These guidelines set out arrangements to support 
schools and centres for education in their approach to reporting on the learning achievements 
and progress of students who are completing their Junior Cycle programme of study in 2021. 

Schools will shortly be provided with further guidance on continuing to engage this year 
group in online learning and assessment during the period of school closure and through in-
person learning when schools re-open.

24/03/2021WRRR01400School Transport

24/03/2021WRRR01500932. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 494 of 10 March 2021, the rationale for the requirement for Bus Éireann school 
bus drivers to retire at 70 years of age. [15591/21]

24/03/2021WRRR01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.  Under the terms of the scheme, children are eligible for school transport where 
they reside not less than 4.8kms at post-primary and 3.2kms at primary from and are attending 
their nearest school/post-primary centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having 
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regard to ethos and language.

As previously advised, it is Bus Éireann policy that the normal retirement age for all staff 
is currently 66 years. Bus Éireann part-time school bus drivers and drivers nominated by pri-
vate operators as school bus drivers may continue to perform this role, subject to completing 
an annual medical examination up to the retirement age of 70 years. This criteria is applied to 
all drivers who provide services as part of the School transport scheme that is operated by Bus 
Éireann, on behalf of the Department of Education.  As this age limit has been examined previ-
ously and the retirement age extended to 70 years, there are no plans to extend this limit further 
at this point in time.

24/03/2021WRRR01700Schools Site Acquisitions

24/03/2021WRRR01800933. Deputy Ossian Smyth asked the Minister for Education the progress being made to 
accommodate a new school (details supplied) for the 2021-2022 school year; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15595/21]

24/03/2021WRRR01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): With regard to the school to which the 
Deputy refers work is currently ongoing in relation to sourcing interim accommodation. I can 
confirm that the school will open in September 2021 in suitable interim accommodation pend-
ing delivery of its permanent building.

The permanent school building project, for the school referred to by the Deputy, has been 
assigned to my Department’s Design & Build delivery programme.

The Design and Build delivery programme uses a professional external Project Manager to 
progress the project through the relevant stages of architectural planning, tender and construc-
tion.  Architectural Planning has commenced with site surveys completed and design develop-
ment underway and a pre-planning meeting has been held with the local authority. 

It is expected that the planning application for this school will be lodged in Quarter 2 2021. 
Until such time as the necessary statutory approvals have been secured, it is not possible to pro-
vide an indicative timeframe for the progression of the project to tender and construction stages.

24/03/2021WRRR02000Schools Site Acquisitions

24/03/2021WRRR02100934. Deputy Ossian Smyth asked the Minister for Education the progress being made to 
accommodate a new school (details supplied) for the 2021-2022 school year; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15596/21]

24/03/2021WRRR02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department remains committed to 
providing permanent accommodation to meet the needs of the school to which the Deputy 
refers. As the Deputy is aware, officials in my Department have been actively engaging with 
officials from Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council via emails, phone calls and through 
online meeting platforms to establish all relevant information in respect of two site options so 
that a determination as to the optimum configuration of school sites can be made at the earliest 
possible date. As a result, the site acquisition is progressing well.

However, once my officials achieve agreement in principle on the final site, the Patron will 
be advised of the location without delay and the site acquisition will proceed to the conveyanc-
ing stage.
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24/03/2021WRRR02300Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRRR02400935. Deputy Ossian Smyth asked the Minister for Education the status of the design and 
build process for the permanent site of a school (details supplied); if the premises will comply 
with the provision of open space for children to play; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15597/21]

24/03/2021WRRR02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school building project for the school 
in question is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build programme and the 
submission of the planning application is imminent.  

Where circumstances permit, the external play space for a school of this size would be 2 
ballcourts x 585sq.m and 1 junior play space x 400sq.m.  However this is not always possible 
in urban settings.  The scheme for the school in question provides 295sq.m external play space 
and in acknowledgement of the limited play space available, 150sq.m additional internal space 
above the standard provision in a school of this size was incorporated into the GP Room.

24/03/2021WRRR02600Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRRR02700936. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education the status of a school (details 
supplied); when planning permission will be sought; when development and construction is 
likely to commence; when the work will be completed; when students and teachers will move 
in; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15642/21]

24/03/2021WRRR02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that 
the building project for the school to which he refers has been devolved for delivery to Galway 
& Roscommon Education and Training Board (GRETB). 

The Service Level Agreement (SLA) has been issued to GRETB. The next step is for 
the ETB to procure a Design Team for the project to design the buildings, obtain the neces-
sary statutory planning permissions, and move the project onward to tender and construction in 
due course.   

As the project is at an early stage in the delivery process, it is not possible at this time to 
give a date for its completion. Please be assured that the ETB will be engaging directly with the 
school authority to keep it informed of progress.

24/03/2021WRRR02900School Enrolments

24/03/2021WRRR03000937. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education if a student (details supplied) 
will be permitted to enrol for transition year in the same school; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [15643/21]

24/03/2021WRRR03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The management authority of each school 
carries responsibility for making decisions regarding the provision of the Transition Year Pro-
gramme in their school. 

In this case, I understand the school will be in direct contact with the parents.

24/03/2021WRRR03200National Educational Psychological Service
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24/03/2021WRRR03300938. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education the reason National Educa-
tion Psychological Service psychologists cannot assess students in school environments when 
schools are reopened; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15660/21]

24/03/2021WRRR03400941. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education if psychological assessments are 
being undertaken for primary students since schools reopened; and if so, the number by county 
and week since 1 March 2021. [15663/21]

24/03/2021WRRR03500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 938 and 
941 together.

Covid-19 has had a major impact on our daily lives and we have all had to adjust and adapt 
in the face of significant challenges in the course of 2020.  From the outset of this pandemic the 
National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) has continued to deliver a psychological 
service to schools within the context of public health advice. In addition, NEPS has remained 
proactive in the development of advice for schools, parents and pupils to support the wellbeing 
of students and the transition back into school.  As part of a package of measures to support the 
reopening of our schools the provision of an additional seventeen psychologist posts to NEPS 
was announced bringing overall sanctioned numbers to 221 whole time equivalent psychologist 
posts.  

Guidelines were issued to psychologists and to schools to clarify procedures for in-school 
work during the course of this academic year to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all members 
of the school communities and NEPS staff. 

Now that our schools have reopened once again, NEPS psychologists have resumed an in-
creased focus on both consultation and casework in schools with particular attention to the 
needs of individual students.  Psychologists have been asked to provide a blended approach to 
the provision of casework to schools, working both remotely, if appropriate, using secure on-
line platforms, and in-school, depending on school protocols/plans and the nature of need of 
the child/young person. This approach recognises that some aspects of casework will require 
the psychologist to work in the school, while other aspects of the work may be done remotely 
in order to minimise risk and maximise safety.  

Information on the number of assessments by county and week since 1 March 2021 is not 
currently available in the format requested, i.e. by county.  A new IT system is currently being 
rolled out in NEPS which will more easily facilitate access to data such as this in the future.  I 
can confirm to the Deputy that  since March 1st this year NEPS psychologists have been ac-
tively involved with 1497 individual cases across the entire country.

24/03/2021WRRR03600National Educational Psychological Service

24/03/2021WRRR03700939. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education the number of National Edu-
cational Psychological Service psychologists in full-time employment by county as of March 
2021 (details supplied). [15661/21]

24/03/2021WRRR03800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to the Deputy’s request for 
information on NEPS psychologists assigned by county, I wish to advise that psychologists 
work within a regional and local office structure serving the needs of schools in their immediate 
vicinity.  I have attached details of the eight regions and the counties covered by each region.

I have also included for the Deputy information on a breakdown of NEPS whole-time 
equivalent figures by NEPS Region along with the sites of the current maternity leave vacan-
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cies. While the assigned psychologist is on maternity leave, schools continue to have access to 
critical incident support, regional support and development and advisory support from NEPS 
and pupil casework service via the Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assess-
ments (SCPA). 

NEPS Psychologists

NEPS Regions Whole Time Equivalent
North West/North Midlands Region 19
Western Region  22
South West Region 23
Mid-Munster Region 25
South East/South Midlands Region 28
Dublin Mid-Leinster Region 35
Dublin Region 35
North East Region 18

NEPS PSYCHOLOGISTS MATERNITY LEAVE

NEPS Regions Numbers of NEPS Psychologists currently 
on maternity leave March 2021

North West/North Midlands Region 0
Western Region  0
South West Region 4  
Mid-Munster Region 1 
South East/South Midlands Region 6 
Dublin Mid-Leinster Region 2
Dublin Region 2
North East Region 2

NEPS has eight regions with a number of offices in each region.

NEPS Regions Counties Served 
North West/North Midlands Region Donegal, Sligo Leitrim, Longford, West-

meath. 
Western Region Mayo, Roscommon, Galway. 
South West Region Clare, Limerick, Kerry, North Tipperary 
Mid-Munster Region Cork, South Tipperary. 
South East/South Midlands Region Laois, Offaly, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, 

Waterford. 
Dublin Mid-Leinster Region Kildare, Wicklow, Dublin South East, Dun 

Laoghaire, Dublin South West, Dublin 
West. 

Dublin Region Dublin South City, Dublin North Central, 
North West Dublin, North County Dublin. 

North East Region Cavan, Monaghan, Louth, Meath. 
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24/03/2021WRRR03900National Educational Psychological Service

24/03/2021WRRR04000940. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Education the number of psychological as-
sessments under the National Educational Psychological Service that were conducted in schools 
in County Tipperary in 2020. [15662/21]

24/03/2021WRRR04100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am informed by my officials that the 
data which the Deputy is seeking is not currently accessible in the format requested, i.e. by 
county.  This information, however, can be extracted and compiled, and it will be forwarded to 
the Deputy in the coming days. NEPS is currently in the process of rolling our a  new IT system  
which will better facilitate access to data such as this in the future.

  Question No. 941 answered with Question No. 938.

24/03/2021WRRR04300Schools Extra Curricular Activities

24/03/2021WRRR04400942. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education when it is planned for out-
side contractors such as those who provide physical education in schools to be able to return to 
visiting schools; if this will be possible after Easter 2021; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [15684/21]

24/03/2021WRRR04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has published guidance 
for teaching and learning for primary schools on their return to school. The guidance provides 
that the use of an external coach or tutor is at the discretion of the board of management who 
can approve these visitors once they are satisfied that they are Garda vetted, adhere to public 
health advice, trained by their governing bodies with regard to COVID-19 and fully implement 
the schools COVID-19 response plan. 

24/03/2021WRRR04600State Examinations

24/03/2021WRRR04700943. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education if she will consider exemp-
tions for students (details supplied). [15702/21]

24/03/2021WRRR04800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware an exemption 
from the study of Irish may be granted by school management in the exceptional circumstances 
outlined in circular 0052/2019 (Primary) and 0053/2019 (Post Primary) which came into effect 
at the beginning of the 2019/202 school year.  Decisions on the granting of exemptions from the 
study of Irish were devolved to school management in previous circulars 12/96 and M10/94 and 
this remains the case in the current circulars.  Neither I nor my department have a direct role in 
the granting of an exemption from the study of Irish to an individual student.  The Department 
of Education website has guidelines (including checklists) and FAQs on exemptions from the 
study of Irish which provide parents and school staff with further assistance with applications 
for exemptions from the study of Irish.  These can be accessed here: www.education.ie/en/Par-
ents/Information/Irish-Exemption/.

All children educated in Ireland are expected to have the opportunity to study Irish to an 
appropriate standard, unless they meet the criteria for an exemption for the study of Irish.  The 
closure of schools in response to the risk to health caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has 
affected the education of the entire cohort of children attending school, it is a matter which 
schools should take into account in planning the education provision for students over the next 
few years.
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My Department has recently issued a guidance note to schools related to the circumstance 
outlined in the Deputy’s question, i.e.  

-  where a pupil was not yet 12 years old on first time enrolment in a recognised school in 
Ireland and   

-  moved from abroad to join 5th or 6th class last year (academic year 2019/20) or 6th class 
this year (academic year 2020/21) and

-  progress to post-primary school this (2020/21) or next (2021/22) academic years   and

-  had difficulties accessing appropriate supports during their initial period of learning of the 
Irish language while learning from home.  

In such circumstances the principal of the post-primary school may consider granting an 
exemption on grounds that the student did not have the opportunity to engage in the study of 
Irish in accordance with Section 2.2.a of the Circular 0053/2019 (post-primary):

“students whose education up to 12 years of age (or up to and including the final year of 
their primary education) was received outside the State and where they did not have the oppor-
tunity to engage in the study of Irish”

With that in mind, the primary school should consider the available evidence of the stu-
dent’s progress in learning Irish.  If it is determined that the evidence indicates, as a direct result 
of periods of school closures due to COVID-19 during the 2019/20 and 2020/21 academic 
years, and notwithstanding the provision of remote teaching, the student has not made sufficient 
progress to prepare for engagement in the study of Irish in Junior Cycle, then the principal of 
the primary school should record this in the pupil’s Education Passport.  Based on the evidence 
available on the student’s enrolment from abroad into fifth class or sixth class in 2019/2020 or 
into 6th class in 2020/21, the student’s engagement with and progress in learning Irish while in 
primary school.

As with all applications for an Exemption from the study of Irish, documentary evidence 
supporting the post-primary principal’s decision should be kept in the student’s Exemption File 
along with the Checklist and Certificate of Exemption.  As set out in 2.3.b of the Circular a copy 
of the Certificate of Exemption must also be given to the parent(s)/guardian(s) of the student 
being exempted.  To support inclusive practices, a student who is exempt from the study of Irish 
should be included in a meaningful way in aspects of Irish language and cultural activities in 
line with his/her ability and interests and should be informed of the option not to exercise the 
exemption granted, without any loss of the right to exercise it at a future time.

24/03/2021WRRR04900Teaching Council of Ireland

24/03/2021WRRR05000944. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education her plans to publish the Teach-
ing Council’s checklist for Chinese language teachers to become registered with the Teaching 
Council; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15769/21]

24/03/2021WRRR05100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Teaching Council is the body with 
statutory responsibility for establishing and maintaining standards in the teaching profession in 
this State.  It is also the designated competent authority for the recognition and assessment of 
qualifications and registration of teachers at Primary and Post Primary level.  

In November 2021, the Teaching Council published the revised post primary curricular sub-
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ject requirements for persons applying for registration on or after 1st January 2023.

Following a process of consultation with stakeholders, the revised requirements were ap-
proved by the Teaching Council and my Department  in the context of a range of factors, in-
cluding ongoing developments in the continuum of teacher education, teacher supply issues and 
curricular developments.

I wish to advise that the Council is currently developing requirements for the four new 
curricular languages of Mandarin Chinese, Polish, Portuguese and Lithuanian, in line with the 
revised curricular subject requirements.

The Teaching Council will convene an information briefing in the coming weeks for rel-
evant key stakeholders in respect of these four curricular subjects.  The requirements for these 
new curricular languages will then go to Teaching Council for consideration and subsequently 
to me as Minister for Education for approval.

24/03/2021WRRR05200Teaching Qualifications

24/03/2021WRRR05300945. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education if she will consider the re-
cruitment of Chinese language teaching posts by an organisation (details supplied); and if the 
organisation  will publish the criteria for teachers to qualify. [15771/21]

24/03/2021WRRR05400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The new Mandarin Chinese specifica-
tion for Leaving Certificate has been in the process of being implemented since September 
2020. Three schools in Dublin implemented it in 5th year in September 2020. Eleven schools 
have introduced Mandarin Chinese in Transition Year (TY) with a view to offering it for Leav-
ing Certificate 5th year students in Sept 2021. 

Post Primary Languages Ireland has recruited 6 teachers who are receiving significant sup-
port and CPD in order to implement the new specification.  

Four hundred and twenty one students are taking Mandarin Chinese in Junior Cycle in 4 
schools, 564 students taking it in TY, and 59 students taking Mandarin Chinese in 5th year. 

The Teaching Council is currently developing requirements for the four new curricular lan-
guages of Mandarin Chinese, Polish, Portuguese and Lithuanian, in line with the revised cur-
ricular subject requirements as recently approved by the Minister of Education. The Council 
will convene an information briefing for relevant key stakeholders in respect of these four cur-
ricular subjects in the coming weeks. The requirements will then go to Council for approval and 
subsequently consideration by the Minister.

24/03/2021WRRR05500School Admissions

24/03/2021WRRR05600946. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education if schools are permitted 
to set admission criteria which include age ranges at the commencement of the school cycle in 
cases in which the school has pupils attending up to much older ages as they advance through 
the school; the procedure regarding pupils that need to join a school mid-stream; the barriers in 
relation to admission mid-stream; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15792/21]

24/03/2021WRRR05700949. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Education if schools are permitted to 
set admission criteria which include age ranges at the commencement of school cycle (details 
supplied); her views on whether this is a form of restriction on pupils joining the school mid-
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stream; her further views on whether same is in keeping with relevant policies; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15814/21]

24/03/2021WRRR05800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 946 and 
949 together.

In relation to school admissions, it is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all 
schools to implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998 and the 
Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018. My Department’s main responsibility is to ensure 
that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking school places in that area.

Under the provisions of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018, all schools are 
required to have drafted new admissions policies, which have been approved by the patron, fol-
lowing consultation with staff and parents of children who are attending the school.  The newly 
revised school’s admissions policy is published on the schools website. It is a key requirement 
of the act that all school admission policies are fair and transparent. The admissions policy must 
include the procedures for admission of students who are not already admitted to the school for 
years other than the intake year, and for admission after the start of the school year for which 
admission is sought. 

Parents have the right to choose which school to apply to and where the school has places 
available for the relevant year, the pupil should be admitted. This is a requirement for the intake 
group, any group other than the intake group and for applications after the commencement of 
the school year. 

However, in schools where there are more applicants than places available, a selection pro-
cess will be necessary. This selection process and the enrolment policy on which it is based 
must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. However, 
this may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in the school of their first choice.

The act requires schools to clearly set out their selection criteria in their admission policies. 
Schools have discretion in relation to their admission criteria and how they are applied. The cri-
teria to be applied by schools and the order of priority are a matter for the schools themselves. 
Schools can use age as a selection criterion should they wish to do so. It is an important feature 
of the act that schools can only make a decision on an application for admission that is based 
on the schools admission policy.

24/03/2021WRRR05900Special Educational Needs Staff

24/03/2021WRRR06000947. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Education the reason pregnant special 
needs assistants are being denied the health and safety leave available to their teacher col-
leagues (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15797/21]

24/03/2021WRRR06100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under Section 18 of the Maternity Pro-
tection Act 1994, an employee who is pregnant or breastfeeding may be granted Maternity 
Health and Safety Leave from her employment where, following a risk assessment, a risk has 
been identified, which is not possible to remove from the work environment and where it is not 
possible to move the SNA to suitable alternative work.  

In relation to remuneration, Section 18(4) of the Act states:

‘For the first 21 days of leave granted to an employee by an employer under this section in 
any relevant period, the employee shall be entitled to receive from the employer remuneration 
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of an amount determined in accordance with regulations.’

Therefore, in line with legislation my Department’s Maternity Leave Circular Letter 27/2013 
for SNAs states the following at paragraph 10.7 regarding Health and Safety Leave entitlement:

‘A special needs assistant will be entitled to full salary for the first 21 days while on health 
and safety leave.’

The Maternity Leave Scheme for teachers contained in my Department’s Circular Letter 
54/2019 states the following at paragraph 13.7 regarding Health and Safety Leave entitlement:

‘A teacher who makes PRSI contributions at the modified rate (Class D), and has no entitle-
ment to Health and Safety Benefit from the DEASP, will be entitled to full pay while on Health 
and Safety Leave. A teacher who makes PRSI contributions at the full rate (Class A) and who is 
entitled to Health and Safety Benefit from the DEASP will be paid full salary by the Paymaster 
for the first 21 days and thereafter will be paid full salary less any benefit paid by DEASP HSB1 
Form.’

The terms and conditions of employment of teachers, who are paid out of monies provided 
by the Oireachtas, are a matter for the Teachers’ Conciliation Council (TCC).  This Council is 
comprised of representatives of the teacher unions, school management bodies, the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, and the Department of Education chaired by an Official of 
the Workplace Relations Commission.  The non-statutory Maternity Health and Safety Leave 
entitlements for teachers were agreed under the auspices of the TCC.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has recently published guidance for the education 
sector in respect of pregnant employees. My Department is currently seeking clarifications 
from the HSE on this guidance. When my Department has considered the HSE clarifications, 
any changes to the current working arrangements for pregnant SNAs will be communicated to 
employers.  In the meantime, a pregnant SNA should temporarily continue to work remotely 
i.e. working from home as detailed in my Department’s Information Note 0008/2021 for post 
primary SNAs and Information Note TC 0011/2021 for primary SNAs.

24/03/2021WRRR06200School Curriculum

24/03/2021WRRR06300948. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Education her plans to define Irish 
sign language as a curricular subject by her Department in order to be included within the 
Teaching Council’s curricular subject requirements; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15812/21]

24/03/2021WRRR06400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A short course in Irish Sign Language 
(ISL) was prepared by Post-Primary Languages Ireland (PPLI) under the remit of my Depart-
ment. This 100 hour course is based on the Generic Short Course in Modern Languages, which 
was also developed by PPLI using the new Framework for Junior Cycle (2015) and the Junior 
Cycle Short Courses Draft Handbook ‘Developing Short Courses in Junior Cycle’ prepared 
by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA).   The course provides the 
‘learning statements’ and key skills which all short courses are based upon. In this course, the 
emphasis is on developing communication skills in ISL at level A1 on the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).  At present there are no plans to introduce 
Irish Sign Language as an accredited subject for Post-Primary students.

A link to the course is available at: http://languagesinitiative.ie/images/ISL/MFL_Gen_
Spec_ISL_28_May__Short_Course.pdf .  Schools can now choose to provide this short course 
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as part of their Junior Cycle programme.

There is also an opportunity for students to learn Sign Language during the course of Transi-
tion Year. For further information on the Transition Year programme and the modules available 
please visit the NCCA’s website at: www.ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/programmes-and-key-skills/
transition-year.

Irish Sign Language is an option in the Leaving Certificate Applied. Currently, there are four 
modules on Sign Language available as part of the Leaving Certificate Applied Programme. 
This course introduces students to Irish Sign Language and aims to develop their expressive 
and receptive communication skills. The course also develops awareness and appreciation of 
the Irish deaf community and its culture. There are four modules in this course. Deaf students 
may take all four modules instead of the Gaeilge and Modern Language courses. The first two 
modules of this course may be taken as elective modules by all students.

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) have recently commenced a 
review of Senior Cycle. Key themes of the review will be to consider the range of learning pro-
grammes and pathways and how to improve flexibility and choice for students at Senior Cycle. 
The review of Senior Cycle offers those working in Irish education and the general public an 
opportunity to contribute to building a shared vision for Senior Cycle. Further information in 
relation to the review of Senior Cycle is available on the NCCA website at www.ncca.ie/en/
senior-cycle/senior-cycle-review.

  Question No. 949 answered with Question No. 946.

24/03/2021WRRR06600Physical Education

24/03/2021WRRR06700950. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education the physical education fa-
cilities in place for schools which do not have on-site indoor physical education facilities as the 
schools reopen; the measures in place for schools which make use of local leisure centres for 
physical education lessons such as a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [15840/21]

24/03/2021WRRR06800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware my Department 
provided a total of €160m Minor Works Grant funding to Primary and Post-Primary Schools 
during 2020. (€90m at Primary level and €70m at Post Primary level)

School management authorities including the school referred to by the Deputy have flexibil-
ity in terms of how this Minor Works Grant funding is best utilised in meeting the needs of their 
school operating in a Covid environment which may include the use of external sports facilities.

I wish to advise the Deputy that Level 5 restrictions do not apply to the Education sec-
tor and on this basis any prior commitment or agreement between a school authority and a third 
party should remain in place.

24/03/2021WRRR06900School Transport

24/03/2021WRRR07000951. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education if a decision has been 
made on issuing refunds to parents who have paid in advance for transport to schools which 
were shut; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15849/21]

24/03/2021WRRR07100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
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tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020. 

The purpose of the Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

The decision taken by the Government  not to re-open schools on the 6th January 2021 was 
taken in the interest of protecting our pupils, their families, teachers and those members of the 
wider community and is one of the many measures taken to support efforts to contain the spread 
of Covid-19.

The matter of refunds on the cost of school transport tickets for the period of school clo-
sures in the 2020/2021 school year will be considered at the end of the current school year. 

24/03/2021WRRR07200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRRR07300952. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education the steps she is taking to en-
sure that students with underlying conditions will be supported to continue online learning from 
home; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15900/21]

24/03/2021WRRR07400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Government has always been guided 
by public health advice in relation to what is safe in schools. The CMO has made it very clear 
in his advices to Government which are published on gov.ie, that schools are safe environments, 
with very little evidence of transmission within schools, and that the majority of infections of 
children and adolescents occurs outside the school setting. The decision to delay the reopening 
of schools was in recognition of the need to reduce societal activity and movement to curb the 
spread of the virus at a time where there was unprecedented levels of disease transmission in the 
community. This was not based on a changed assessment of the risks in relation to transmission 
levels in schools. 

Schools have put significant infection prevention control measures in place to reduce the 
risk of coronavirus being transmitted to/within the school and funding of almost €650 million 
has been put in place by my Department to fund Covid-19 related measures, including funding 
for PPE, sanitation and additional cleaning etc.  

The HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has issued specific advice about 
children attending school in the context of covid-19.  This advice covers both children with 
underlying medical conditions and children living with family members with underlying con-
ditions.  For all children, care should continue to be taken to reduce transmission through the 
infection control measures promoted by HPSC.

The HPSC advice advises that children with immediate family members, including parents, 
in both the ‘high risk’ and ‘very high risk’ categories can return to school and it is important 
for the child’s overall well-being. This is consistent with public health advice internationally 
in relation to at-risk family members. The priority is that the household continues to follow all 
current advice on how to minimise the risk of coronavirus, through regular hand washing, etc. 

My Department has also published guidance to support schools in making adapted educa-
tion provision for students with an underlying medical condition who cannot return to school 
because they are medically certified as being at very high risk to COVID-19.  The guidance 
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for primary and post-primary schools on supporting such students is available at www.gov.ie/
backtoschool/.

The full re-opening of our schools for all students in line with public health advice remains a 
top priority for Government and my Department is focussing on the safe return of all remaining 
cohorts of students who are set to return to school after the Easter Break.

24/03/2021WRSS00200Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRSS00300953. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education the status of a new school building 
(details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15951/21]

24/03/2021WRSS00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, a site will be 
required for the subject school and the Department is presently at a very advanced stage in the 
process of acquiring a suitable site for the new school building. 

This site acquisition process has been progressed in respect of the requirement in question 
and in line with standard acquisition protocols. The Department are liaising closely with Clare 
County Council under the Memorandum of Understanding between the Department and Lo-
cal Authorities for the acquisition of school sites with a view to securing a suitable site for this 
school. 

Arising from this exercise, the Department has identified a preferred suitable site and are 
working with Clare Co Co to bring the process forward to Legal Conveyancing stage. The Dep-
uty will appreciate that commercial sensitivities attach to site acquisitions such as this and 
given that negotiations are at a critical point I am not currently in a position to disclose further 
information.  

I can assure the Deputy that the project is being prioritised within this Department.

24/03/2021WRSS00500Schools Building Projects

24/03/2021WRSS00600954. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Education the status of a new school building 
(details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15954/21]

24/03/2021WRSS00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The project to which the Deputy re-
fers has been devolved for delivery to Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board (ETB).  

I am pleased to confirm that the Stage 2A meeting involving my Department, the ETB and 
the Design Team is scheduled for mid April. Once the Stage 2(a) submission is approved by 
my Department, the next step for the ETB’s Design Team will be to obtain the statutory plan-
ning approvals.  When these are in place, the project can proceed to tender and construction.  It 
is not possible at this stage to provide a timeline for the completion of the project.

24/03/2021WRSS00800Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRSS00900955. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education the total Covid-19-related 
spend in 2020 by her Department, agency and budget line item; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [16274/21]

24/03/2021WRSS01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As part of the Roadmap for the Reopen-
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ing Schools, an estimated €639 million in additional financial supports are being provided to 
schools for the 2020/2021 academic year.  Of this €639 million, €331 million was provided for 
the period August/September to December 2020 and €308 million for January to July/August 
2021. 

Provisional outturn figures for 2020 indicate that some €289 million of the total amount of 
€331 million allocated was expended. As a result of Covid-19 there were some savings in 2020 
on original allocations due to reduced costs, mainly arising from school closures and reduced 
participation in State examinations, that were used to meet some other Covid-19 related costs 
during the year.

The table attached provides a breakdown of the €331 million allocated for 2020 and the 
€289 million expended by area of support.

Summary breakdown of Estimated COVID-19 Financial Supports associated with the 
Roadmap for the Reopening of School for the period August to December of the School Year 
2020/21

Provision Total Allocated  
Aug/Sept –Dec 
2020

Total Expenditure 
Aug/Sept –Dec 2020 
Provisional figures

Targeted Supports in Advance of Reopening: to 
facilitate preparatory works to be completed in 
schools for reopening including refurbishments/
reconfigurations of school spaces and the set-up 
of hand sanitising stations and signage.

€79m €78m

Supports to Sustain Reopening: to fund addi-
tional teachers in schools, the replacement of 
teachers and non-teaching staff unable to attend 
work due to Covid-19, additional release days 
for teaching principals and deputy principals 
to implement Covid-19 measures, enhanced 
cleaning regimes and PPE equipment.

€126m €106m

Other Costs to allow for the Safe reopening of 
Schools: to fund additional educational psy-
chological services to provide for wellbeing 
supports for students and additional Covid sup-
ports for the transport of pupils on the school 
transport scheme.

€21m €0.05m

Additional capital allocation: ICT grant for 
schools and additional minor works grants for 
Primary and Post-Primary schools 

€105m €105m

TOTAL €331m €289m

24/03/2021WRSS01100Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRSS01200956. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education the payment options available 
for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by her Department; and if there are plans to provide 
further online payment facilities. [16293/21]

24/03/2021WRSS01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that the ap-
plicable fines, charges or bills payable directly to my Department relate to Freedom of Informa-
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tion costs which can be paid via a cheque or bank transfer. 

In addition, public sector employees paid by the Department or the National Shared Service 
Office have the option to have 3rd party charges deducted from their pay and forwarded onto 
the relevant parties each month.  This can include schemes such as: Cycle to Work; Travel Pass; 
Health Insurance; Credit Unions; Social Clubs; and Local Property Tax.

24/03/2021WRSS01400Social Welfare Schemes Data

24/03/2021WRSS01500957. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons who availed of the pandemic unemployment payment due to a lack of childcare; the 
breakdown of same by gender and by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[13897/21]

24/03/2021WRSS01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment Scheme is available to employees and self- employed people who have lost 
their employment and the income from that employment due to the pandemic, and who satisfy 
the other qualifying conditions of the scheme. 

From the outset of Covid-19, many employers will have taken the initiative, in line with 
requests from the Government, to be as flexible as possible in giving staff time off and working 
patterns that enable them to look after their children who are not attending school or crèche. 
Employers have a general duty of care towards their workers and that care is often expressed 
in the form of negotiation, compromise and flexibility. Some of the options to be considered 
for workers with caring responsibilities that preclude them from working their normal hours or 
patterns include allowing employees to work from home, altering shifts or allowing employees 
to rearrange holidays or parental leave. 

Any employees affected by the lack of childcare are strongly encouraged to engage with 
their employer in the first instance with a view to exploring all options available to enable them 
to return to, or continue with, work where possible.

Where a person in these circumstances is not able to avail of another leave or benefit and as 
a result of the latest public health measures no longer have childcare, their claims for the Pan-
demic Unemployment Payment have been accepted and processed on that basis. This position 
will remain under review over the coming period as schools and childcare supports continue to 
re-open. 

To date, almost 910,000 individuals have applied for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment 
since it was established, many on more than one occasion. The detailed statistics requested by 
the Deputy are not available. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRSS01700Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times

24/03/2021WRSS01800958. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when an emer-
gency basic social welfare payment will be made in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [13942/21]

24/03/2021WRSS01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As outlined in the re-
sponse to Dáil Question number 180 on 25th February 2021, the person concerned submitted an 
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application for a Supplementary Welfare Allowance with effect from 02/02/2021 pending the 
outcome of his Invalidity Pension appeal.

In order to complete the means assessment for this payment, a letter dated 10/02/2021 is-
sued to the person concerned in which he was asked to provide 6 months bank statements for his 
spouse’s overseas account, clarification regarding a withdrawal from the account and confirma-
tion in writing of his monthly rent payment. 

As the person concerned failed to supply the requested documentation, his application was 
disallowed on 19/03/2021 and a letter has been issued to him to inform him of this decision.

If the person concerned is not satisfied with this decision, it is open to him to submit an ap-
peal to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

24/03/2021WRSS02000Social Welfare Eligibility

24/03/2021WRSS02100959. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the quali-
fying criteria to apply for the pandemic unemployment payment were changed to state that an 
applicant had to be genuinely seeking work given the majority of applicants have a job and are 
waiting to return to their profession as soon as the restrictions are lifted; and if the criteria will 
be changed to reflect same. [13963/21]

24/03/2021WRSS02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On 5th August 2020 the 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) was introduced as a statutory scheme and all appli-
cants of the scheme must meet all of its qualifying conditions.  In common with other Jobseeker 
payments such as Jobseekers Benefit and Allowance, the fundamental condition for receipt of 
PUP is that the person is available to work but cannot do so because suitable work is not avail-
able to them.

I am acutely aware of the difficulties at present to be able to satisfy the Genuinely Seeking 
Work condition in light of the continuing Public Health restrictions and the evolving nature of 
the Covid-19 pandemic and its effect on seeking and securing employment.  My Department is 
taking a pragmatic approach in this regard. 

With this in mind I implemented Regulations under PUP which provide that where due 
to the ongoing public health restrictions related to Covid-19 a person’s opportunity to work 
in their normal occupation is temporarily curtailed and they have a reasonable expectation of 
returning to that occupation within 12 months, or a person has a reasonable expectation of re-
turning to their former employment within 12 months, that person will not be required to seek 
employment outside that occupation or employment. 

I trust that this clarifies the position for you at this time.

24/03/2021WRSS02300Social Insurance

24/03/2021WRSS02400960. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Social Protection the PRSI classes reck-
onable for the benefit payment for 65-year-olds announced in February 2021; if there are plans 
to extend applicability to An Garda Síochána and Defence Forces personnel; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14012/21]
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24/03/2021WRSS02500984. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the PRSI contribu-
tions required in order for a person to qualify for the benefit payment for 65-year-olds; the 
number of contributions a person has to have made in the previous year in order to qualify; the 
way in which this impacts on part-time workers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14507/21]

24/03/2021WRSS026001010. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Social Protection if she plans to amend 
the State pension transition payment to take account of years worked rather than the recent two-
year timeline. [15273/21]

24/03/2021WRSS027001024. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the ineligibility for the State transition pension for those between 65 and 66 years 
of age due to the requirement to have 13 stamps paid by the employer in the two years before 
they are 65 years of age; and if consideration has been given to the fact that some workplaces 
have a requirement to retire at 60 and 61 years of age which automatically precludes them from 
accessing the State transition pension. [15454/21]

24/03/2021WRSS02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 960, 984, 1010 and 1024 together.

I introduced the new Benefit Payment for 65 year olds in line with the Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment, to provide a benefit payment for people who are  aged 65 and who are 
required to retire, or who chose to retire, without a requirement to sign on, engage in activation 
measures or be available for and genuinely seeking work.  This new payment is designed spe-
cifically to bridge the gap for people who retire from employment or self employment at 65 but 
who don’t qualify for the State Pension until age 66.

Although only recently introduced, there are currently over 2,300 people aged 65 availing 
of the new benefit. 

To be eligible for the payment a person must satisfy all the qualifying conditions of the 
scheme including the requirement to have the specified number of social insurance contribu-
tions paid.  A person must have paid 104 PRSI insurable employment contributions at class 
A, H or P or paid 156 class S contributions if they are self-employed.  A person in insurable 
employment also requires 39 contributions paid from employment in the Governing Contribu-
tion Year (GCY) which is the second last complete contribution year before the benefit year in 
which the claim is made.  For new claims made in 2021 the GCY is 2019.  At least 13 of these 
contributions must be paid from employment in the GCY, the two years before this, the last year 
or the current tax year.  Alternatively, a person could qualify if they have 26 PRSI contributions 
paid in the GCY and 26 paid in the year immediately before this.  The requirement to have paid 
contributions during this period is to demonstrate the individual’s attachment to the workforce.  
Full details on the PRSI Contribution conditions for the Benefit Payment for 65 Year Olds are 
available on the Department’s website at:  www.gov.ie/en/service/49d25-benefit-payment-for-
65-year-olds/.

Each case is determined on an individual basis taking into account the contributions paid 
and the date at which the person retired from employment.  The best way to check entitlement 
in the case of an individual is to make an application for the Benefit. 

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputies.

24/03/2021WRSS02900Social Welfare Rates
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24/03/2021WRSS03000961. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if the rate of contribu-
tory old age pension paid to a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; if the person is entitled 
to change status credits given that they returned to the workplace in October 1991; the basis 
on which their pension has been calculated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14067/21]

24/03/2021WRSS03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
reached pension age on 18 December 2013.  According to the records of my Department, at that 
time they had a total of 1,075 qualifying full-rate paid and credited contributions from their date 
of entry into insurable employment on 24 January 1967 to end-December 2012.  This equated 
to a yearly average of 23 contributions and gave them an entitlement to a standard State pension 
(contributory) at 85% of the maximum rate.  They were notified in writing of this decision on 
11 July 2013.

Since the person concerned was employed in the public sector from 1967 to 1982, during 
which period modified contributions were payable, their entitlement to a mixed insurance pro 
rata State pension (contributory) was also determined, based on their combined modified and 
full-rate social insurance records.  However, that rate of pension entitlement was determined as 
lower than their current pension rate.

An interim Total Contributions Approach (TCA) was introduced in January 2018 as an 
alternative to the ‘yearly average’ method of calculating pension entitlement for those State 
pension (contributory) customers born on or after 1 September 1946 and therefore affected by 
post-2012 Budget pension rates.  The TCA provides for up to 20 years of HomeCaring Periods 
in their pension entitlement calculation for applicants who took time out of the workplace for 
parenting or caring duties.

When the person’s pension entitlement was assessed under the TCA, there was no change 
in rate, which remained at 85% of the maximum pension rate. They were notified in writing of 
this decision on 16 September 2020.

On 30 November 2020 the person requested a review. The Records Section of my Depart-
ment investigated the insurability of the person’s Class J employment prior to 1991/92, to as-
certain if further contributions could be awarded on their social insurance record. The Class J 
social insurance contributions were not insurable and as a result some credits were removed 
which changed the person’s yearly average from 23 to 22.  Their revised social insurance record 
is a total of 1,057 qualifying full-rate paid and credited contributions.  However, since the year-
ly average remains within the 20-29 rate band, the person’s pension entitlement is unchanged.

Change of Status credits were awarded in the 1990/91 year but not in the 1991/92 year as the 
date of entry of employment in the 1991/92 year is not available in my Department’s records.  If 
the person concerned provides a statement from their employer confirming the date this em-
ployment commenced, their pension claim can be reviewed. However, it should be noted that 
any additional credits for the year in question will not increase the current rate of pension, based 
on the 20-29 rate band.

The person concerned is currently in receipt of the maximum rate payable, based on the 
social insurance record held by my Department. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRSS03200Employment Support Services
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24/03/2021WRSS03300962. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (details 
supplied) will be facilitated to return to employment through JobsPlus; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14154/21]

24/03/2021WRSS03400966. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (de-
tails supplied) will be included in the JobsPlus programme; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [14222/21]

24/03/2021WRSS03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 962 and 966 together.

My Department administers the JobsPlus incentive which is designed to encourage employ-
ers and businesses to focus their recruitment efforts on those who have been out of work for 
long periods or on young people seeking employment.

The conditions under which the JobsPlus scheme operate are designed to ensure that they 
address the objective of supporting longer term social welfare customers to access employment. 
Employers receive a monthly incentivized payment over a 2-year period. There are two levels 
of payment, €7,500 and €10,000 respectively.  An individual wishing to receive the support of 
the JobsPlus scheme will have to satisfy a number of conditions such as being a certain age and 
in receipt of a prescribed social welfare payment for a specified time period. 

The Deputy will appreciate I cannot comment on individual cases. But I can confirm that 
all applicants’ eligibility are assessed under the two levels of grants available, to determine 
whether an individual applicant satisfies the criteria, mentioned above.  Only those who satisfy 
these criteria can access the Jobsplus scheme.

I trust this clarifies matters.

24/03/2021WRSS03600Carer’s Benefit

24/03/2021WRSS03700963. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a 
carer’s benefit review application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14157/21]

24/03/2021WRSS03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s Benefit (CARB) 
is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce or reduce their working hours 
to care for a child or an adult in need of full-time care and attention. To qualify the carer must 
satisfy PRSI conditions, employment conditions, show that they are providing full-time care 
and attention and must show that the care recipient requires full-time care and attention.

An application for CARB was received from the person concerned on 18 February 2021. 

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the Deciding Of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided, the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care. The person concerned was notified of this decision on 26 February 
2021, the reason for it and of her right of review and appeal.    

The person concerned requested a review of the decision and submitted additional evidence 
in support of her application. On review, the Deciding Officer determined the person concerned 
was providing full-time care to the care recipient.  

The Deciding Officer requested Carer’s leave dates and intention to work details from the 
customer on 10 March 2021.
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Once the requested information has been received the Deciding Officer will complete the 
review of her application.

The person concerned will then be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRSS03900Social Welfare Appeals

24/03/2021WRSS04000964. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a carer’s 
appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14169/21]

24/03/2021WRSS04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s allowance (CA) 
is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident in the 
State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a 
disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 5 November 2020.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that although a certain level of care was being provided the level involved did not 
amount to full-time care.

The person concerned was notified on 23 November 2020 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of her right of review and appeal.

A request for review of this decision was received on 14 December 2020. 

Following this review the decision remained unchanged.  The person concerned was notified 
on 3 February 2021 of the outcome of this review, the reason for it and of her right of appeal.

The person concerned requested an appeal of this decision to the Social Welfare Appeals 
Office (SWAO).  A submission in support of the decision was prepared and forwarded to the 
SWAO on 10 March 2021 for determination.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRSS04200Fuel Poverty

24/03/2021WRSS04300965. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to put in 
place a comprehensive anti-fuel poverty strategy; the timeframe for same; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14216/21]

24/03/2021WRSS04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Government’s Strat-
egy to Combat Energy Poverty was published by the Department of Environment, Climate and 
Communications in 2016.  The Strategy set out a number of actions to alleviate the burden of 
energy poverty on the most vulnerable in society.  The focus of the strategy was on high impact 
actions which aimed to make a real difference to the lives of those in energy poverty. The strat-
egy to combat Fuel Poverty / Energy Poverty is under the remit of the Department of Environ-
ment, Climate and Communications and questions in relation to the strategy should be directed 
to that Department. 

With regard to income supports my Department provides a range of schemes to assist with 
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energy costs.

The Fuel Allowance is a payment of €28.00 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €784 each 
year) from October to April (estimated to cost €300 million in 2021 for payments to an average 
of some 372,000 low income households). 

An Electricity or Gas allowance is available under the Household Benefits scheme (at an 
estimated cost in 2021 of €195 million). 

Under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) scheme, the Department operates a 
number of schemes to help people with the cost of heating their homes.  These include -

- A Heating Supplement may be paid to assist people in certain circumstances that have 
special heating needs.  If a recipient of a social protection or HSE payment has exceptional 
heating costs due to ill health, infirmity or a medical condition which s/he is unable to meet out 
of household income, that person may apply for a Heating Supplement.

- The Department may make a single exceptional needs payment (ENP) to help meet es-
sential, once-off and unforeseen expenditure which a person could not reasonably be expected 
to meet out of their weekly income. 

- A Fuel Supplement may be paid in lieu of the National Fuel Scheme in cases where people 
have entitlement but are not receiving payment from any other source.  This is most commonly 
used where a person has been in receipt of a qualifying long term Department of Social Protec-
tion payment moves temporarily to a non-qualifying short term payment (for example, moving 
temporarily from long term Jobseekers Allowance to Illness Benefit or Basic Supplementary 
Welfare Allowance (sick no benefit).  

As committed to in the Programme for Government 2020, the ESRI carried out a study into 
how best to minimise fuel poverty in the context of Carbon Tax commitments.  The ESRI iden-
tified three key payments by the Department of Social Protection to which carbon tax revenues 
should be channeled.  These are the Qualified Child payment, the Living Alone Allowance and 
the Fuel Allowance.  Accordingly, based on this research, the Government increased these 3 
payments with effect from January 2021.  The weekly Fuel Allowance payment has been in-
creased by €3.50 per week to €28 for a period of 28 weeks. The Qualified Child payments have 
been increased by €2 per week, from €36 to €38 per week, for children under 12 years of age 
and by €5 per week, from €40 to €45 per week, for children aged 12 and over.  It is estimated 
that this will benefit 419,000 children who are most in need.  The Living Alone Allowance was 
also increased by €5 from €14 to €19.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 966 answered with Question No. 962.

24/03/2021WRSS04600Social Welfare Eligibility

24/03/2021WRSS04700967. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the grant scheme for persons on the pandemic unemployment payment who are 
studying for a transport manager’s CPC qualification; if there is a mechanism by which a person 
on the scheme who has started to study can claim this grant; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14274/21]

24/03/2021WRSS04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department can assist 
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customers who meet the qualifying conditions with funding under the Training Support Grant 
(TSG).  The TSG is designed to fund quick access to short-term training or related interventions 
for Jobseekers who have identified work opportunities or where Case Officers have identified 
an immediate skills gap that represents an obstacle to a Jobseeker in taking up a job offer. Prior-
ity is given to those who are most likely to progress to employment following this intervention.  
All applications or referrals for support under the TSG must be made to a Case Officer prior 
to the commencement of the course.  Further information on this grant can be found on www.
welfare.ie/dsp.

Unfortunately as the person concerned has already commenced the CPC Transport Manag-
ers course, he cannot avail of this grant.  

It is open to the person concerned to contact the Activation service at his local Intreo Centre 
in Balbriggan where he can discuss training and employment options available to him.  This 
service can be contacted by phone at (01) 698 4300 or by email ActivationBalbriggan@welfare.
ie.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

24/03/2021WRSS04900Statutory Instruments

24/03/2021WRSS05000968. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Social Protection when the statutory 
instrument for the Occupational Pension Schemes (Revaluation) Regulations 2021 is expected 
to be signed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14300/21]

24/03/2021WRSS05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Occupational Pen-
sion Scheme (Revaluation) Regulations 2021 (S.I. 87 of 2021) were signed on 22nd February 
2021, laid before the Oireachtas on the 3rd March 2021 and published on both the Department’s 
website and the Irish Statutebook site at - http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/si/87/made/
en/print 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRSS05200Social Welfare Eligibility

24/03/2021WRSS05300969. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason those in 
receipt of the carer’s allowance cannot avail of the fuel allowance; if the criteria for receiving 
the fuel allowance will be reviewed and amended to automatically include persons in receipt of 
the carer’s allowance as a qualifying payment; if this request will be considered in the overall 
policy and budgetary context; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14305/21]

24/03/2021WRSS05400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Fuel Allowance 
is a payment of €28.00 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €784 each year) from October to 
April, to an average of 372,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €300 million in 
2021.  The purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The 
allowance represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended 
to meet those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household.

My Department also pays an electricity or gas allowance under the Household Benefits 
scheme at an estimated cost of €195 million in 2021.  This is paid at a rate of €35 per month, 
12 months of the year.  
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While Carer’s Allowance is not a qualifying payment for Fuel Allowance, a person in re-
ceipt of Carer’s Allowance may avail of the fuel allowance payment in certain circumstances.  
Fuel Allowance is a household-based payment, and a carer will very often live with and be 
caring for a person in receipt of a qualifying payment for Fuel Allowance.  Income from full 
rate Carer’s Allowance is disregarded from the fuel means test if the carer is providing full time 
care and attention to the Fuel Allowance applicant, his/her qualified spouse / civil partner or 
cohabitant or qualified child(ren). 

If a person is getting certain qualifying social welfare payments and also providing full time 
care and attention to another person, s/he can keep his/her main social protection payment in 
addition to receiving the half-rate Carer’s Allowance.  S/he can also receive an extra half-rate 
Carer’s Allowance if s/he cares for more than one person.  The payment of half-rate Carer’s 
Allowance does not preclude a person from qualifying for Fuel Allowance.  If a person is in 
receipt of a non-contributory social welfare payment and a half-rate Carer’s Allowance, then 
s/he is deemed to have satisfied the means test and Fuel Allowance is payable, subject to all 
remaining criteria being satisfied.  If a person is in receipt of a contributory social welfare pay-
ment and a half-rate Carer’s Allowance then s/he will have to satisfy a means test in order to 
qualify for Fuel Allowance.

While a person in receipt of Carer’s Allowance may avail of the fuel allowance payment in 
the circumstances outlined above, there are no plans at this time to amend the criteria for receiv-
ing Fuel Allowance, to include Carer’s Allowance as a qualifying payment.  

The Government values the role of carers very much and it is for this reason that they re-
ceive significant income supports from the Department.  In addition to Carer’s Benefit and/or 
Allowance, carers receive further support in the form of free travel and household benefits (for 
those who live with the person for whom they care) and the annual Carer’s Support Grant in 
respect of each person for whom they care.  In Budget 2021 I was delighted to announce an 
increase to the Carer’s Support Grant by €150 to €1,850.  This will benefit over 130,000 carers.  
Carers in receipt of an increase for a qualified child on their claim will also benefit from the 
increase announced in Budget 2021 to the qualified child rate, by €5 in the case of a child aged 
12 or over and by €2 for a child aged up to 12.

The maximum rates of Carer’s Allowance for those aged under 66, at €219 (€257 for carers 
aged 66 or over) where one person is being cared for, and €328.50 (€385.50 for carers aged 66 
or over) where there are two or more carees, is significantly higher than that for most schemes 
administered by my Department.  

The means test for Carer’s Allowance has been significantly eased over the years, and is now 
one of the most generous means tests in the social welfare system, most notably with regard to 
spouse’s earnings.  At present the means test for Carer’s Allowance allows for an income dis-
regard of €332.50 per week for a single person and €665 for a couple.  In the case of a single 
carer, that person may retain a full-rate payment of €219.00 while having an annual income of 
just under €19,000, or retain a payment of €109.00 per week (just under half rate) while having 
an annual income of €25,400, or retain the minimum payment of €4 per week while having an 
annual income of €31,100. 

Carers can also engage in employment, self-employment, training or education courses out-
side the home for not more than 18.5 hours a week.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRSS05500Community Employment Schemes
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24/03/2021WRSS05600970. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on altering 
the requirements to qualify for the community employment programme from 12 months on the 
relevant payments to six months to enable more persons to be eligible; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14328/21]

24/03/2021WRSS057001047. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on expand-
ing the eligibility criteria for the community employment programme from persons living on 
one of the offshore islands and currently receiving a community employment qualifying pay-
ment for six months or more to persons living on one of the offshore islands, peninsulas or other 
rural areas more than 20 km from a large town; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15941/21]

24/03/2021WRSS058001048. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she is taking 
to develop and enhance the community employment programme; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15942/21]

24/03/2021WRSS05900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 970, 1047 and 1048 together.

The Community Employment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed 
to provide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an op-
portunity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.  
Those who are unemployed and in receipt of an eligible payment for 12 months or more, are 
long-term unemployed.  Currently there are over 80,000 persons on the Live Register for more 
than twelve months. CE is a targeted employment support scheme specifically designed to as-
sist those at most remove from the labour market back to employment, including the long term 
unemployed. 

Altering the eligibility criteria in the manner suggested by the Deputy would reduce the 
number of employment support places available for persons who are facing greatest difficulty 
in returning to employment.

As the Deputy has noted there is wider of eligibility criteria for inhabitants of offshore is-
lands including the requirement to only have been in receipt of a CE-qualifying payment for 
6 months as opposed to 12 months prior to availing of CE.  There are no plans to extend the 
offshore island exemption to other areas, or to reduce the eligibility criteria for the scheme in 
general.  As outlined above any widening of eligibility criteria would reduce the number of 
places available for persons further removed from the labour market.

Since the start of the Covid-19 emergency, my Department has focussed its attention on en-
suring that contingency measures were in place to support existing CE schemes during the vari-
ous levels of public health restrictions. This included extending CE participant contracts that 
were due to finish during periods of Level-5 restrictions.  On 2nd March, 2021 Minister Hum-
phreys and I announced that participant contract end dates will be further extended until 2nd   
July 2021. This will benefit approximately 7,000 employment support scheme participants. 
When it is time for the participants to leave their schemes, this will be coordinated with the 
scheme sponsors on a phased basis and over a number of months.

The Deputy may be aware that Minister Humphreys and I held an online meeting recent-
ly with CE sponsoring authority representatives.  Following on from this meeting, on 2nd   
March 2021, Minister Humphreys and I announced a new operational forum for CE and Tús 
sponsors and officials from the Department of Social Protection.  The purpose of the forum is to 
facilitate discussions on operational matters.  This will include proposals to further develop and 
maximise the contribution of CE and Tús schemes in assisting long term unemployed people 
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back to work, while delivering valuable services to local communities. 

As part of the July 2020 Stimulus Package, the Government announced 3,000 additional 
places on Employment Support Schemes, including Community Employment.  The Depart-
ment is working closely with stakeholders at present to identify ways in which these opportuni-
ties can be made available to the long-term unemployed and those furthest removed from the 
labour market.

As always, my Department will continue to monitor scheme activity and potential amend-
ments to the supports provided to ensure CE continues to deliver for both long term unem-
ployed persons and in providing vital services to local communities. 

I trust this clarifies matters.

24/03/2021WRSS06000Community Employment Schemes

24/03/2021WRSS06100971. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on extend-
ing the employment of all persons in the community employment programme until at least 31 
December 2021 given the difficulty in replacing persons during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14329/21]

24/03/2021WRSS06200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): The 
Community Employment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to pro-
vide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportu-
nity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.

Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Department has introduced a number of con-
tingency measures, including extending CE participant contracts that were due to finish during 
Level-5 periods of public health restrictions.  The most recent contract extensions applies to all 
contracts that were due to come to an end since last October, 2020.   Earlier this month, Minister 
Humphreys and I announced  that participant contract end dates would be further extended until 
2nd   July 2021.

These latest extensions will be of direct benefit to approximately 7,000 employment sup-
port scheme participants whose contracts would be due to end since last October.  When it is 
time for those participants to leave their schemes, after the 2nd July next,  this will arranged in 
a co-ordinated phased basis over a number of months,  in conjunction with the CE sponsoring 
authorities.

It is not proposed to further-extend the latest end date  until the 31st   December, 2021 at 
this juncture. Contract extension dates will continue to be monitored in line with Government 
public health restrictions in place over the coming months. At the same time, I need to ensure 
that CE places are available for the incoming cohort of long term unemployed, once we start 
to move beyond COVID public health restrictions.  

I am aware of the CE recruitment challenges arising from the current restrictions which has 
had an impact on the ability of some CE schemes to recruit new CE participants and on Intreo 
activation staff in referring new participants to schemes.  My Department officials both cen-
trally and in local Intreo Centers continue to work with CE sponsoring authorities to identify 
and refer potential CE participants to CE schemes where the CE placement is active and where 
it is safe to do so.  The numbers of referrals and placements to CE schemes will increase over 
the coming months as and when public health restrictions begin to ease. CE places must con-
tinue to be available to support those who are now long-term unemployed and furthest removed 
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from the labour market, to maintain the role of CE as an active labour market programme and 
to provide opportunities for the maximum number of new participants.  

The priority for this Department is to ensure that all employment and activation programmes 
have the best outcomes for participants,

I am fully committed to the future of this programme and will continue to support and im-
prove the programme for the benefit of the CE participants and the valuable contribution being 
made to local communities through the provision of services.

24/03/2021WRSS06300Community Employment Schemes

24/03/2021WRSS06400972. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of persons 
employed under the community employment programme who have not received any of the 
training her Department is obliged to provide; if their participation will be extended by one 
year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14330/21]

24/03/2021WRSS065001043. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on expand-
ing the range of training available to participants in the community employment programme to 
enable greater chances of future employment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15937/21]

24/03/2021WRSS06600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 972 and 1043 together.

The aim of the Community Employment (CE) programme is to enhance the employability 
of long term  unemployed persons by providing work experience and training opportunities for 
them within their communities on a temporary fixed term basis.  Its objective is to help long-
term unemployed people to re-enter the active workforce. 

The challenges caused by the Covid-19 public health restrictions introduced over the course 
of the last year, has impacted CE schemes and the services they provide.  My Department has 
continued to provide support to CE schemes during this period, including extending the con-
tracts of participants whose contracts were due to come to an end during periods of Level 5 
public health restrictions.  Over 7,000 participants are benefiting from the most recent contract 
extension that applies up to the 2nd July.  Contracts will only come to an end on a phased and 
coordinated manner after that date.  These existing extensions will provide some additional op-
portunities for participants to undertake training, subject to public health restrictions in place 
over the coming months. In addition some CE participant training has continued online during 
Level-5 restrictions

It is not the Department’s intention to issue a one year extension to all CE participants at 
the current time, as we need to ensure that places are available for the incoming cohort of long 
term unemployed.  However the Department will continue to monitor the employment support 
schemes over the remaining period of restrictions.

Each CE participant must have an Individual Learning Plan (ILP) where training needs/op-
tions are identified.  A CE participant may avail of any approved training that has been identi-
fied on their ILP.  There are a range of recognised QQI Awards and qualifications available to 
CE participants. 

A CE participant aged between 21 and 55 must be working towards a QQI Award on the 
NFQ Framework of Qualifications or an industry equivalent, in order to be eligible for up 
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to 2 additional years on CE.   If a CE participant is aged 55 or over, they are not required to 
undertake QQI-related training in order to avail of the two additional years on CE.  However, 
those CE participants may opt to undertake available training and development and they will 
also be supported with any issues they have in accessing employment. 

If there is particular piece of training that the Deputy is referring to that has not been made 
available within the wide range of training for participants, please bring it to the attention of 
my Department officials and it will be followed up on.

Where a CE participant finishes up on their CE scheme and has not completed the planned 
training outlined in their ILP, and if unfortunately they remain unemployed, they will be able to 
continue their development through other training supports provided by my Department such as 
the Training Support Grant (TSG) and the Back to Education Allowance (BTEA).   They should 
engage with their local Intreo office to explore the continuation of their training.  This will be 
coordinated by the Department’s case officers who will engage with the former CE participant 
to discuss the available options.  However, no CE participant contract will come to an end be-
fore the 2nd July next. 

The priority for my Department is to ensure that all employment and activation programmes 
have the best outcomes for participants.   

I am fully committed to the future of CE and will continue to support and improve the 
programmes for the benefit of the CE participants and the valuable contribution being made to 
local communities through the provision of services.

24/03/2021WRSS06700Social Welfare Appeals

24/03/2021WRSS06800973. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that of the 7,410 appeals for refused disability allowance processed in 2020, 
63% were either allowed, partly allowed or revised; the implications this has for the initial as-
sessment process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14331/21]

24/03/2021WRSS06900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Depart-
ment and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare 
entitlements.

All decisions taken by Deciding Officers or Designated Persons of the Department of Social 
Protection are appealable to the Chief Appeals Officer.  About 85% of all claims are awarded 
and just 1% appealed annually. 

The table below provides details of the outcome of disability allowance appeals for 2020.  

The figures provided for appeals which had a favourable outcome for the appellant relate to 
appeals which were either allowed in full or in part by an Appeals Officer or were resolved by 
way of a revised decision in favour of the appellant by a Deciding Officer of the Department.  

In all cases Deciding Officers and Appeals Officers make their decisions based on the in-
formation provided to them and in accordance with the scheme’s governing legislation.  There 
are a number of reasons why an application for disability allowance which was refused at first 
instance might be successful on appeal.  All appeals are referred to the Department in the first 
instance so that the original decision can be reviewed.  It is often the case that new evidence 
is provided with the appeal request and as a result, the original decision may be revised by the 



Questions - Written Answers

558

Deciding Officer.  Where the decision is not revised by the Department in light of the appeal 
contentions, further evidence is often provided by the appellant as the appeal process proceeds 
which can lead to a favourable decision by the Appeals Officer.  In addition, the Appeals Officer 
may gain insights if an oral hearing is held with the appellant which may influence the outcome 
of the appeal.  Overall, it is important to highlight the value of providing all relevant informa-
tion at the initial application stage as this will increase the likelihood of achieving a positive 
result earlier in the process.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Disability Allowance appeal outcome 
in 2020

Allowed by Appeals Officer 3,930
Part allowed by Appeals Officer 127
Revised Deciding Officer decision 657
Disallowed by Appeals Officer 2,642
Withdrawn  54
Total 7,410

Favourable:  
Allowed by Appeals Officer 3,930
Part allowed by Appeals Officer 127
Revised Deciding Officer decision 657
Total 4,714
Favourable as % of total outcomes 63.6%

24/03/2021WRSS07000Parental Leave

24/03/2021WRSS07100974. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she is taking to 
provide maternity, paternity and parental leave to persons whose child was born via surrogacy; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14332/21]

24/03/2021WRSS07200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department is respon-
sible for the administration of a range of benefits that support parents of new born and young 
babies.  In all circumstances, entitlement to claim benefit follows on from having an entitle-
ment to the corresponding leave and the legislation covering the different forms of leave are the 
responsibility of the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.  Any 
question relating to leave entitlement should be directed to that Department.

However, I can confirm that all parents including those whose babies have been born through 
surrogacy have access to parents benefit and paternity benefit, subject to the grant of the cor-
responding leave by their employers.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

24/03/2021WRSS07300Disability Allowance

24/03/2021WRSS07400975. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been 
drawn to the call by an organisation (details supplied) for a humane application process for dis-
ability allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14333/21]
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24/03/2021WRSS07500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Disability allowance is a 
payment for persons between the ages of 16 and 66 with a specified disability which is expected 
to last at least 1 year, and who by reason of that disability, are substantially restricted in under-
taking work suitable to their age, qualifications and experience.  Applicants must also satisfy a 
means test and be habitually resident in the State.

The main provisions relating to disability allowance are contained in legislation in Chapter 
10 (PART 3) of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 as amended, and Chapter 5 (PART 
3) of the Social Welfare (Consolidated Claims, Payments and Control) Regulations 2007 S. I. 
No. 142 of 2007, as amended.

Under the legislation the onus is on a person to apply if they believe that they may have an 
entitlement to payment.  The disability allowance claim form DA1 should be completed in full 
and signed by the claimant and they should forward all relevant documentation as requested.  
Claimants of disability allowance are responsible for the production of certificates, documents, 
information and evidence required, including Birth Certificate, Marriage Certificate (if appli-
cable), medical evidence and details of means such as a current pay slip, etc.  A medical cer-
tificate is incorporated into the claim form (DA1) which must be completed and signed by the 
claimant’s General Practitioner (GP) or Consultant.

A decision on entitlement cannot be made until all the necessary documentation has been 
provided. When all the documentation necessary to make a decision on a claim has been re-
ceived, the file is referred to a Deciding Officer for decision.  Deciding Officers are appointed 
by the Minister under Section 299 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005.  Where any 
question arises about the fulfilment of a condition (e.g. the means of the claimant) further enqui-
ries will be made, either by correspondence or by referring the file to a Social Welfare Inspector 
for investigation.  The Department’s Medical Assessors may give an opinion to a Deciding Of-
ficer on the medical eligibility of a claimant.

A notification of the decision is issued to the claimant, and when claims are disallowed or 
allowed at reduced rates, the claimant is given a full explanation of the reason for the disallow-
ance or partial award.

If the person feels that the decision is based on information about their circumstances which 
is incorrect or out of date, the person may submit the up to date information to Disability Allow-
ance Section for a revised decision.  The person also has a right to appeal the decision directly to 
the Chief Appeals Officer, Social Welfare Appeals Office, D’Olier Street, Dublin 2, D02 XY31.

My Department is committed to ensuring that all claims are processed in a fair and consistent 
manner. The disability allowance operational scheme area continually monitors and reviews the 
decision making process.  As I have outlined above, disability allowance requires documentary 
evidence from the customer in relation to their medical condition, household composition, in-
come and residency status.  For this reason it can require detailed investigations and interaction 
with the applicant, thereby lengthening the decision making process.

I would like to assure you that the Department is committed to continually improving the 
customer experience, and is currently reviewing the disability allowance application form with 
a view to making it easier to complete.  The changes will provide a more focused approach in 
the provision of necessary documentation, and will assist in the decision making process within 
the framework of current policy and legislation.

It is also important to note that the disability allowance scheme is structured to encourage 
recipients to avail of opportunities to engage in work where this is appropriate, either in self-
employment or in insurable employment. 
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In relation to disability allowance and employment please note that:

- The first €120 of weekly earnings is disregarded in the means test for the payment while 
earnings between €120 and €350 are assessed at 50%. 

- As part of the measures announced in Budget 2021, the €120 income disregard will be 
increased to €140 from June 2021.

- There is no requirement that a person must undertake work that is of a ‘rehabilitative or 
therapeutic’ nature (no exemption needs to be sought from DSP).

- People with a long-term disability who take up employment will retain their Free Travel 
Pass for a period of five years.

- There is a fast-track return to Disability Allowance in situations where the employment 
does not work out.

A person is not left without income while an application is being processed.  The supple-
mentary welfare allowance scheme is the safety net within the overall social welfare system in 
that it provides assistance to eligible people in the State whose means are insufficient to meet 
their needs and those of their dependants.  The basic supplementary welfare allowance provides 
immediate assistance for those in need who are awaiting the outcome of a claim or an appeal for 
a primary social welfare payment or who do not qualify for payment under other State schemes. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRSS07600Fuel Allowance

24/03/2021WRSS07700976. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason the 390 day 
penalty is enforced when applying for the fuel allowance for persons who leave an abusive 
relationship who have experienced psychological control and coercive financial abuse in cases 
in which they can clearly demonstrate they were linked to the payment of the abuser in the re-
lationship (details supplied). [14347/21]

24/03/2021WRSS07800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Fuel Allowance is a 
payment of €28.00 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €784 each year) from October to April, 
to over 372,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €300 million in 2021.  The 
purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance 
represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet 
those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household. 

The criteria for Fuel Allowance are framed in order to direct the limited resources available 
to my Department in as targeted a manner as possible.  Qualifying payments for Fuel Allowance 
are those payments that are considered long term payments and an applicant must also satisfy a 
means test. Fuel Allowance cannot be paid on a discretionary basis.

It is only in the case of Jobseekers Allowance (JA) and Basic Supplementary Welfare Al-
lowance (BASI) that an applicant must satisfy the 15 month qualifying period to be able to 
receive Fuel Allowance in their own right.  Other qualifying schemes such as One Parent Fam-
ily Payment, Jobseeker’s Allowance Transition, Deserted Wife’s Benefit or Allowance and Dis-
ability Allowance do not have any minimum qualifying period requirement for receipt of the 
fuel payment.

While short term JA and BASI are not qualifying payments for Fuel Allowance they do not 
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prevent an otherwise qualified household from receiving the payment. 

Any decision to include short term Jobseekers Allowance or BASI as qualifying payments 
for Fuel Allowance would have budgetary consequences and would have to be considered in 
the context of budget negotiations taking into consideration the resources available to my De-
partment.  The short-term nature of the schemes would also result in considerable logistical and 
payment equality issues in the administration of the scheme.

My Department is acutely aware of the difficulties that a person who leaves an abusive rela-
tionship can face.  As part of the Government’s pandemic response, the Department introduced 
changes to the rent supplement scheme to make it more easily accessible to victims of domestic 
violence.  This seeks to ensure that victims of domestic violence are not prevented from leaving 
their home because of financial or accommodation difficulties.  Support is provided for up to 
six months to provide the victim with an opportunity to address their long term housing needs.

Assistance is also available under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) emergency 
need payments - exceptional needs payments (ENP) - to help meet essential, once-off expen-
diture including heating needs which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet from 
his/her weekly income.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRSS07900Community Employment Schemes

24/03/2021WRSS08000977. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a matter 
(details supplied) regarding community employment schemes; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14377/21]

24/03/2021WRSS08100Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): The 
Community Employment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to pro-
vide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportu-
nity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis. 

The challenges caused by the Covid-19 public health restrictions introduced over the course 
of the last year, has impacted CE schemes, referrals to CE schemes and the services they pro-
vide.  My Department has continued to provide support to CE schemes during this period, 
including extending the contracts of participants whose contracts were due to come to an end 
during periods of Level 5 public health restrictions.  The latest extension, to 2 July 2021, will 
provide many participants with additional time to complete their training and work experience 
on CE.  Referrals and placements to CE schemes will begin to increase further as  current Covid 
Level 5 restrictions ease.

Some CE participant training has continued online throughout the Level-5 restrictions.  
However, where a CE participant finishes up on CE and has not completed their planned train-
ing, they will be able to continue their development through other training supports provided 
by my Department such as the Training Support Grant (TSG) and the Back to Education Allow-
ance (BTEA).  This will be coordinated by the Department’s case officers who will engage with 
the former CE participant to discuss the available options.

It is not proposed to further-extend all participant contracts by 12 months at this juncture. 
Contract extension dates will continue to be monitored in line with Government public health 
restrictions in place over the coming months. At the same time, I need to ensure that CE places 
are available for the  existing and incoming cohort of long term unemployed, once we start to 
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move beyond COVID public health restrictions. 

One of the measures introduced in the July Jobs Stimulus announced by the Government 
last July, in response to the impact of the pandemic and resultant public health restrictions on 
the labour market and the economy, was to increase the capacity of the PES in Intreo Offices 
and through contracted services to further support jobseekers through job search advice and 
assistance.  The capacity of Intreo Centres is being increased, with the assignment of an ad-
ditional 100 Job Coaches. Recruitment for these posts is almost complete, with an additional 
85 job coaches now in place in these new roles.  In addition, my Department is currently pre-
paring procurement exercises for contracted employment services.  The first phase will be the 
provision of employment services in some areas not currently served by a Local Employment 
Service (LES) contractor and the second phase will be to procure new contracted services from 
2022.

These additional resources will be central to meeting the increased demand for services, 
including recruitment to existing employment support schemes, post COVID, given the impact 
of the resultant public health restrictions on employment in some sectors of the economy.

CE sponsoring authorities are encouraged by my Department officials to promote aware-
ness of the benefits of CE in their local communities and when advertising vacancies.  They can 
advertise their vacancies on www.jobsireland.ie, the Department’s online job advertising and 
recruitment service for job candidates and employers, including CE sponsors.

Jobseekers are advised that they can register their interest through this website or by con-
tacting a case officer in their local Intreo Centre who will determine their eligibility for the CE 
scheme.  The facility to register interest in CE schemes was introduced on the website in August 
2020 in response to the Covid 19 pandemic and details of those who have registered interest 
are distributed daily to the relevant Intreo Centre for follow up by a case officer directly with 
the jobseeker. 

In addition to the expressions of interest received via JobsIreland.ie, Department case of-
ficers can also match CE vacancies from the website with potential CE candidates to identify 
possible referral and placement opportunities for long term unemployed jobseekers.  Depart-
ment case officers also use the system to review current CE vacancies to identify potential CE 
placements. Referrals to CE have continued throughout the current level 5 restrictions where it 
is safe and appropriate to do so.

A new CE and TÚS operational forum is currently being established and will comprise of 
representatives from CE and TÚS schemes and officials from the Department of Social Protec-
tion.  The platform will provide a valuable opportunity to discuss operational issues arising on 
the schemes that may be impacting on service delivery in the communities.  

In relation to the 3,000 additional employment support places announced in the July 2020 
stimulus package, the Department is currently engaging with a number of new and existing 
stakeholders to decide on how these valuable new opportunities will be made available to the 
long-term unemployed and those furthest removed from the labour market.  

I trust this clarifies the issues raised by the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT00200Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRTT00300978. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the details of the 
process through which her Department drafts and produces legislation; if her Department out-
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sources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was outsourced since 
she took office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14427/21]

24/03/2021WRTT00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Legislation in the Depart-
ment of Social Protection is driven mainly by commitments in the Programme for Government.  
The legislative programme is also based on other Government policy priorities that seek to en-
sure that Social Welfare, Pensions and Civil Registration legislation can respond to the evolving 
needs of society and, in particular, the Department’s customers.

Since my appointment as Minister, I have brought two pieces of primary legislation through 
the Oireachtas - the Social Welfare (Covid-19) (Amendment) Act 2020 which put the Covid-
Pandemic Unemployment Payment on a discrete legislative footing and the Social Welfare Act 
2020 which implemented Budget 2021 measures announced last October.

Officials from my Department have collaborated closely with the Office of the Parliamen-
tary Counsel in the drafting of this legislation.  No drafting was outsourced and consequently 
there were no such external costs.

24/03/2021WRTT00500Public Services Card

24/03/2021WRTT00600979. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Social Protection when the application 
process for public services cards will reopen given that the current closure means that young 
people applying for their first full driver licence cannot apply for a test without a valid card and 
the lack of card processing availability is having a negative impact on their ability to obtain a 
full licence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14448/21]

24/03/2021WRTT00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): At the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, my Department temporarily suspended Public Services Card (PSC) ap-
pointments and the online system used to manage those appointments. This decision was taken 
in order to comply with HSE and World Health Organization guidelines and help protect the 
health and well-being of our customers and staff.  Decisions regarding the reinstatement of 
these services have been made with regard to the importance of ensuring the continuing safety 
of customers and staff.

PSC appointments are currently suspended due to the prevailing Level 5 restrictions, but 
appointments are available for urgent cases in circumstances where the customer has no alter-
native means of accessing public services other than by acquiring a PSC. So far this year, my 
Department has carried out over 11,000 PSC appointments in such cases. 

Any person urgently requiring a PSC should contact their local Intreo Centre.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT00800Community Employment Schemes

24/03/2021WRTT00900980. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to reverse 
the policy for community employment workers that has taken the past year into account in 
terms of time worked despite restrictions being in place for the vast majority of that period; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14454/21]

24/03/2021WRTT010001014. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Social Protection if she plans to ex-
tend the period for which persons can remain on community employment schemes given that 
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their participation during the past year of Covid-19 have been severely constrained. [15345/21]

24/03/2021WRTT01100Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 980 and 1014 together.

Community Employment (CE) is an active labour market programme designed to provide 
eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportunity to 
engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.

As the Deputy is aware, my Department has continued to provide funding and support 
for CE schemes since the onset of the Covid-19 emergency in March 2020.  A number of CE 
schemes, which provide essential community services, were in a position to continue to deliver 
these services,  while complying with public health restrictions in place at differing times  over 
the past year.

During each period of Level-5 restrictions, CE participants, whose contracts were due to 
end during these restrictions, have had their contracts extended for the duration of these restric-
tions, as a minimum.

Earlier this month, Minister Humphreys and I announced a further CE contract extension for 
participants, up until 2nd July 2021.   Over 7,000 CE and Tús participants will benefit from this 
latest contract extension, that applies to all participants whose contracts have been due to finish 
since end-October, 2020. 

It is important to note that when CE participants are eventually due to finish on their respec-
tive schemes after the 2nd July, their exit will be undertaken on a coordinated, phased basis over 
a number of months.  This will support the ongoing delivery of services by schemes and also 
assist with the recruitment of future candidates to the schemes.

The latest extension will provide many participants with additional time to complete their 
training and work experience on CE.  Where a CE participant finishes up on CE scheme without 
completing the training outlined in their Individual Learning Plan (ILP) and if unfortunate-
ly they remain unemployed, they may continue their development through a range of training 
supports provided by my Department such as the Training Support Grant (TSG) and the Back 
to Education Allowance (BTEA).  Department case officers will engage with the former CE 
participant to discuss the available options.

The priority for my Department is to ensure that all employment and activation programmes 
have the best outcomes for participants.  CE will continue to be made available to support those 
who are long term unemployed and furthest removed from the labour market, while maintain-
ing the role of CE as an active labour market programme.   

I am fully committed to the future of these programmes and will continue to support and 
improve the programmes for the benefit of the CE & Tús participants and the valuable contribu-
tion being made to local communities through the provision of services.

I trust this clarifies matters.

24/03/2021WRTT01200Social Welfare Schemes

24/03/2021WRTT01300981. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the negative effects that changes made to the partial capacity scheme are hav-
ing on persons who have very significant impairments and who are trying to return to work 
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for rehabilitative purposes; if her attention has been further drawn to the fact that persons on 
an invalidity pension went back to work on the understanding that they could receive a partial 
capacity payment and their employer would get the wage subsidy scheme only to now discover 
that whereas once a person could get both now it is one or the other; her views on whether the 
change was sufficiently communicated to both Departmental staff and would-be applicants for 
partial capacity payment; her plans to reverse the changes made to the regime in October 2020; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14465/21]

24/03/2021WRTT01400982. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has considered 
the effect that changes made to the partial capacity benefit regime in September 2020 are having 
on persons registered blind such as a person (details supplied) but who were on an invalidity 
pension as opposed to disability allowance or the blind pension prior to returning to work for 
rehabilitative purposes; if her attention has been drawn to the fact that forcing these persons to 
choose between partial capacity payment or their employer receiving the wage subsidy scheme 
will mean that persons in this scenario may have to give up work; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14466/21]

24/03/2021WRTT01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 981 and 982 together.

My Department did not make any changes to the Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) scheme in 
2020. 

PCB is a scheme which extends the welfare system by explicitly recognising and respond-
ing to the reality that some people with disabilities will have a capacity to engage in open mar-
ket employment while continuing to need to receive income support from the State. 

People in receipt of Invalidity Pension or Illness Benefit who wish to return to work are 
eligible for PCB if their capacity for work is reduced as a result of their medical condition.

It is important to note in relation to PCB that:

- participation on the scheme is voluntary.

- there is no requirement that a person must only undertake work that is of a ‘rehabilitative’ 
or ‘therapeutic’ nature (no exemptions need to be sought from DSP).

- there is no restriction on the number of hours that can be worked. 

- there are no restrictions on the amount that can be earned from employment.

- a person who participates on the PCB scheme may return to an Illness Benefit or Invalid-
ity Pension payment if, for example, the employment ceases or if the person cannot continue 
to work.

- a person on the PCB scheme, with an underlying entitlement to Invalidity Pension, will 
retain their Free Travel Pass for a period of five years.

PCB allows people to continue to receive a percentage of their Illness Benefit or Invalid-
ity Pension payment while working.  The personal rate of payment of PCB is based on a 
medical assessment of a person’s restriction regarding their capacity for work, whether the 
person was in receipt of Illness Benefit or Invalidity Pension and their current rate of payment.  
After the medical assessment, if a person’s disability is rated as moderate, severe or profound 
their previous payment continues at 50, 75 or 100 per cent, respectively. 

As of Q1 2021, 3,222 people are in receipt of/have requested to move on to PCB.  This is 
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an increase of 7% year on year.  

The Wage Subsidy Scheme (WSS) is comprised of a number of financial incentives aimed 
at private sector employers, the objective of which is to encourage such employers to employ / 
hire jobseekers with disabilities.  

Private sector employers may claim a subsidy against the cost incurred where a productiv-
ity shortfall arises resulting from a candidate/employee having a disability.  This is subject to 
certain conditions, e.g. the contract of employment offered must be for a minimum of 21 hours 
a week and be for a minimum duration of six months.  

The basic rate of subsidy is €5.30 per hour giving a total annual subsidy available of €10,748 
per year based on a 39-hour week.  

Additional funding is also available under the WSS to encourage companies to employ 
more than one person who has a disability.

As of Q1 2021 there are 1,586 employers claiming subsidies in respect of 2,562 ‘employ-
ments’, this is a slight decrease of 0.91% year on year in respect of employers and a decrease of 
1.61% in respect of employees. 

PCB and the WSS are therefore different: the WSS provides financial incentives for private 
sector employers to offer employment to job seekers with disabilities, while PCB is an in-
come support provided to individuals who are seeking to move into employment but who will 
require a significant level of on-going financial support from the state.  

The WSS is an administrative scheme and amendments to guidelines do not require legisla-
tive change.  When amendments are made, a Circular is issued outlining the amendment.  

To provide clarity on the existing practice, the guidelines were amended in April 2019 to 
explicitly note that Partial Capacity Benefit is on the list of schemes under ‘Employee Eligibil-
ity’ which an employee must not be in receipt of if an employer is to avail of a subsidy, as it is 
based on an underlying entitlement to Illness Benefit and Invalidity Pension.

Prior to this amendment, the Wage Subsidy Guidelines stated that a person cannot be in re-
ceipt of Illness Benefit or Invalidity Pension for the purposes of the employer subsidy scheme.  
As stated above, eligibility for Partial Capacity Benefit is derived only from Illness Benefit or 
Invalidity Pension and the amount paid is calculated directly as a percentage of the eligible pay-
ment from which the person comes.  It is important to note, a person who participates on the 
PCB scheme may return to an Illness Benefit or Invalidity Pension payment if, for example, 
the person cannot continue to work.

For a private sector employer to qualify for a WSS subsidy for an employment position, 
the candidate/employee must not be claiming Illness Benefit, Invalidity Pension or Partial Ca-
pacity Benefit.  This is to avoid a situation whereby dual funding is being provided in respect 
of a single employment position.  Allowing the direction of two support payments to a single 
employment position would have significant cost implications.

I will continue to keep the Department’s employment support schemes for people with 
disabilities, including the Wage Subsidy Scheme, under review to ensure that they continue 
to meet their policy objectives.  However, any potential changes to these schemes can only be 
considered as part of the wider budgetary context.

24/03/2021WRTT01700Social Welfare Appeals
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24/03/2021WRTT01800983. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if an applica-
tion by persons (details supplied) which is under appeal will now be expedited and approved. 
[14467/21]

24/03/2021WRTT01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 15 February 2021.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department the case in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the 
documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral appeal hearing.  Hearings are cur-
rently being conducted online or by telephone.  Due to the current level of Covid-19 restrictions 
in-person oral appeal hearings have been suspended.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 984 answered with Question No. 960.

24/03/2021WRTT02100Carer’s Allowance

24/03/2021WRTT02200985. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration 
will be given to allow a person (details supplied) to qualify as a carer for persons. [14586/21]

24/03/2021WRTT02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s allowance (CA) 
is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident in the 
State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a 
disability that as a result they require that level of care.

I confirm that my Department received an application for CA in respect of two care recipi-
ents on 07 May 2020.

It is a condition for receipt of CA that the applicant’s means are less than the statutory limit.  
The person concerned did not provide such certificates, documents information or evidence as 
requested and means could not be determined.

It is a further condition for CA that the applicant be considered habitually resident in this 
State.  A Deciding Officer (DO), based on the evidence submitted, decided the person con-
cerned was not habitually resident in the State.

Both applications for CA were disallowed and the person concerned was notified on 15 July 
2020 of these decisions, the reason for them and of her right of review and appeal.

A review was requested on 5 August 2020.  Following this review, the decisions remained 
unchanged. 

A further review was requested on 23 September 2020.  Documentation was submitted and 
the means condition was satisfied. However, the habitual residency condition was not satisfied.  

The person concerned was notified on 27 October 2020 that she does not have an entitle-
ment to CA, the reasons for it and of her right of review and appeal. 
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I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT02400Illness Benefit

24/03/2021WRTT02500986. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
illness benefit appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [14624/21]

24/03/2021WRTT02600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department received 
an application for Occupational Injury Benefit on the 24th December 2020.  The person con-
cerned was making an application for an illness arising out of an occupational accident that 
occurred on the 1st November 2016. 

Occupational Injury Benefit claims are only payable in respect of periods of illness occur-
ring within 26 weeks from the date of an occupational accident or the development of a pre-
scribed occupational disease.  The claim from the person concerned was disallowed as it was 
made outside of this 26 week period, and a decision letter issued to them on the 19th February 
2021. 

Following the disallowance of Occupational Injury Benefit, the person concerned was as-
sessed for Illness Benefit.  They have been awarded Illness Benefit (IB) from the 19th Decem-
ber 2020, the date from which they have provided medical evidence to support their claim.  
They have been awarded IB at a rate of €91.10 per week, and all arrears due to them have is-
sued.  An award letter issued to the person concerned dated the 15th March 2021 which gives 
them the details of this decision. 

An appeal form for Occupational Injury Benefit and Illness Benefit was received on the 10th 
March 2021 and has been forwarded to the Social Welfare Appeals Office to be registered.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT02700Back to Education Allowance

24/03/2021WRTT02800987. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Social Protection the analysis 
her Department has carried out into the temporary expansion of the back to education scheme 
for the duration of Covid-19 restrictions or the development of a similar temporary scheme to 
include persons currently being paid reduced wages through the employment wage subsidy 
scheme to facilitate them returning to third-level education in September 2021; the engagement 
she has had with the Ministers for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and 
Science and Finance in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14672/21]

24/03/2021WRTT02900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Back to Education 
Allowance (BTEA) second chance education opportunities scheme is for jobseekers, lone par-
ents and people with disabilities who would like to undertake a full-time education course at 
second or third level.  The main focus of the BTEA is to assist eligible individuals who are 
not in employment to improve their educational qualifications and increase their prospects of 
gaining employment.  My Department has a provision of €96.5m in supports under the BTEA 
for 2021.  This represents a considerable investment in supporting participants to acquire the 
necessary education and skills to re-enter the labour market.  

As an exceptional measure, this scheme was extended as part of the July Stimulus in re-
sponse to Covid-19 whereby the qualification period for Pandemic Unemployment Payment 
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(PUP) recipients is waived.  This was discussed and agreed by all Government members, 
including the Minster for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
and the Minister for Finance.

This measure provides that those who lost their employment during the pandemic have 
immediate access to a range of educational options.  There are in excess of 6,000 students in 
receipt of the BTEA for the 2020/2021 academic year.  Almost 600 of these received PUP at 
some stage prior to transitioning to the BTEA.  In order to avail of continued financial support 
while pursuing a full-time course, a person in receipt of PUP is required to apply for a jobseeker 
payment.  The BTEA is payable at the jobseekers rate while they are in education and continue 
to have an entitlement to the payment. 

Policy in relation the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) is a matter for my col-
league the Minister for Finance.  Individuals who are being paid reduced wages where their 
employer is in receipt of the EWSS are in employment and would not eligible for the BTEA 
supports available for unemployed individuals.  The conditions under which the BTEA oper-
ate are designed to ensure that they address the objective of supporting welfare recipients into 
employment. 

The Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) grant payable by the Department of Further 
and Higher Education research innovation and science represents the primary support for per-
sons pursuing education, including those currently in employment. 

I hope that this clarifies the position for you.

24/03/2021WRTT03000Disability Allowance

24/03/2021WRTT03100988. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a 
person (details supplied) was refused a disability allowance; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14676/21]

24/03/2021WRTT03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
submitted an application for disability allowance (DA) on 4 February 2021.  Their application, 
based upon all the evidence submitted, was refused on medical grounds as it was not found that 
she was substantially restricted in taking up employment. 

The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 26 February 2021 and was 
also notified of their right to request a review of this decision or to appeal it to the independent 
Social Welfare Appeals Office (SWAO).  No request for an appeal or review has been received. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT03300Local Employment Service

24/03/2021WRTT03400989. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 564 of 10 March 2021, the employment service model that will replace the 
local employment schemes from 2021; if the procurement process is ongoing for this replace-
ment; if so, the stage the process is at; if her Department will publish its report on contracted 
services such as local employment schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14700/21]

24/03/2021WRTT03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department is con-
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tinuing to design the future model of employment service provision, and this will incorporate 
the learnings from the analysis of existing services as well as best international practice.  Key 
to this process is ensuring that my Department has sufficient capacity in its employment service 
provision to support those individuals that are unemployed including those who have been im-
pacted by the pandemic.  Details of my Department’s approach to employment service provi-
sion will be contained in the Request for Tenders, which will be published in due course. 

I previously informed the House that the external consultants’ report, which reviewed my 
Department’s entire Public Employment Services provision was referred to the Labour Market 
Advisory Council (LMAC) for their views.  I recently received a response from the LMAC, 
which my officials are currently considering at present.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT03600Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRTT03700990. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Social Protection the five most recent 
significant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of her Department that have 
required her sanction; the time that elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal for 
consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements making up this pe-
riod; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in 
assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contractors; and the way this dura-
tion compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset of the process.  [14785/21]

24/03/2021WRTT03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The capital allocation for 
my Department is primarily used to deliver IT modernisation and carry out refurbishments on 
the Department’s buildings.  The Department’s building capital works are carried out by the Of-
fice of Public Works (OPW) in accordance with Government Guidelines.  The Department may 
part-fund some of these works from its own capital budget.   

The Department identifies and notifies the OPW of all capital work requirements.  The tim-
ing of these works is determined by the progress made by the OPW in identifying existing or 
potential premises and in carrying out the necessary planning permission, procurement and fit-
out of the premises prior to handover.   

My Department’s ICT capital expenditure provision enables the Department to continue to 
modernise its business systems and replace legacy computer systems and ICT infrastructure.  
This involves the continued migration of business functionality to the Department’s strategic 
ICT platform and the development of a digital services platform.  It also includes continued 
investment in datacenters, physical ICT infrastructure, security systems, and ensuring that the 
complex ICT environment remains fit for purpose.  The Department continues to invest in up-
grading and replacing its desktop and laptop devices to the latest operating systems.

The following are the top areas where expenditure was incurred in 2020.

ICT Expenditure

  - Storage Technology: €1.96m

- Laptops €1.44m

- PC’s €0.75m

- Windows Servers: €0.54m
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- Licences for Servers €0.57m 

Buildings

-   Longford Government Buildings, Ballinalee Road, Longford, Co. Longford:  €0.26m

- Tallaght Intreo Centre, Social Services Centre, The Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24:  €0.2m

- Waterford Intreo Centre/ Regional Headquarters, Government Buildings, Cork Road, Wa-
terford, Co. Waterford:  €0.15m

- Letterkenny Intreo Centre & CTBO, St. Oliver Plunkett Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal:  
€0.15m

- Clifden Intreo Centre, Galway Road, Clifden, Co. Galway:  €0.13m

24/03/2021WRTT03900Fuel Allowance

24/03/2021WRTT04000991. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will re-
view an application for fuel allowance by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [14882/21]

24/03/2021WRTT04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Fuel allowance is a means-
tested payment to assist householders on long-term social welfare payments towards the cost of 
their winter heating needs.  It is not intended to meet these costs in full.  Only one allowance is 
payable per household.

The main eligibility conditions for receipt of fuel allowance are that a person must be in 
receipt of a qualifying payment,  satisfy a means test and live alone or with other qualifying per-
sons.  The threshold for the fuel allowance means test is €100.00 above the maximum weekly 
rate of state pension (contributory). 

The applicant and their spouse can have a combined weekly household income of €100.00 
above the maximum rates for State pension (contributory) and Increase for qualified adult and 
still be eligible for a fuel allowance.  

The person concerned applied for this allowance on 25 February 2021.  According to the 
records of my Department, he has an occupational pension in excess of €100 per week, which 
exceeds the means limit for this allowance.  Where  applicants exceed the permissible income 
limit, marginally or otherwise  and do not  qualify, there is no scope for discretion.  The applica-
tion was disallowed and the person concerned was notified in writing on 6 March 2021. 

If the person’s circumstances change, it is open to them to reapply for fuel allowance.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT04200Community Employment Schemes

24/03/2021WRTT04300992. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons availing of the community employment scheme that are in receipt of a qualifying disability 
payment or have been classified as having a disability in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, 
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14885/21]
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24/03/2021WRTT04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In Budget 2012, it was 
announced that entitlement to a Community Employment payment and another Department of 
Social Protection payment at the same time would be phased out.  From January 2012, new par-
ticipants on the Community Employment scheme were no longer able to claim another social 
welfare payment at the same time.  My Department does not retain data on whether a person 
has a disability and so I am unable to answer this part of the Deputy’s  question.  Information in 
relation to current Community Employment participants who entered the scheme from  Illness 
and Disability schemes is set out in the table below.

From  Feb-21 Dec-20 Dec-19 Dec-18 
Disability Allowance / Blind Persons 
Pension

624 623 672 612 

Illness Benefit 604 612 738 937 
Invalidity Pension 71 72 99 111  

24/03/2021WRTT04500Child Support Payments

24/03/2021WRTT04600993. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to extend 
maternity leave to parents who welcome a child through surrogacy; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [14904/21]

24/03/2021WRTT04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department of So-
cial Protection is responsible for the administration of a range of benefits that support parents 
of new born and young babies.  In all circumstances, entitlement to claim benefit follows on 
from having an entitlement to the corresponding leave and the legislation covering the differ-
ent forms of leave are the responsibility of the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth.  

I am aware that there are cross governmental issues relating to surrogacy that remain to be 
resolved; these are primarily a matter for the Department of Health and questions in this regard 
should be addressed to my colleague the Minister for Health.  

Any question relating to maternity, paternity or parents leave entitlements should be di-
rected to my colleague the Minister for  Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT04800Child Support Payments

24/03/2021WRTT04900994. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Social Protection the supports avail-
able to parents who welcome a child through surrogacy; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [14905/21]

24/03/2021WRTT05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department provides 
a number of payments for families with children.  While such payments aren’t specifically tar-
geted at families that welcome a child through surrogacy, such families may be able to avail of 
these payments. 

Child Benefit is available to families with children in respect of all qualified children up to 
the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children who are in full-
time education, or who have a disability, until their 18th birthday. 
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Families on low incomes may be able to avail of Increases for a Qualified Child (IQCs) with 
primary social welfare payments; the Working Family Payment; or the Back to Work Family 
Dividend.  The One-Parent Family Payment and Jobseeker’s Transition Payment are means 
tested payments available to those parenting alone who have the main care and charge of at 
least one qualified child.  

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT05100Disability Allowance

24/03/2021WRTT05200995. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied) in relation to a disability allowance pay-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14907/21]

24/03/2021WRTT05300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
was previously in receipt of an Illness Benefit payment. Illness Benefit is paid for a maximum 
of two years or 624 payable days. This is governed by legislation and cannot be extended.

The person concerned was paid Illness Benefit up to the 20th February 2021, at which point 
their entitlement to Illness Benefit exhausted as they had received their full 624 days of pay-
ment. The person concerned may continue to submit medical certificates for the duration of 
their illness in order to receive PRSI credited contributions on Illness Benefit.

A letter issued to the person concerned dated the 23rd November 2020 to inform them that 
their benefit was due to expire and to give them details of other schemes they may want to apply 
for. To date, no request for an appeal has been received regarding their Illness Benefit claim. 

The person concerned submitted an application for Disability Allowance on 4th Febru-
ary 2021.  Their application, based upon all the evidence submitted, was refused on medical 
grounds as it was not found that the person concerned was substantially restricted in taking up 
employment. 

The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 24th February 2021 and 
was also notified of their right to request a review of this decision or to appeal it to the inde-
pendent Social Welfare Appeals Office. No request for an appeal or review has been received. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT05400Social Welfare Schemes

24/03/2021WRTT05500996. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Social Protection the funding sup-
ports available to visually impaired persons working in the arts and cultural sectors; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [14941/21]

24/03/2021WRTT05600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In addition to providing 
income supports, my Department provides a range of employment-related supports for both 
jobseekers with disabilities, including people who are blind or have a visual impairment, and 
to employers seeking to employ a jobseeker with a disability (or retain an existing employee 
who has or acquires a disability).  Supports have been designed to enable persons with a dis-
ability to achieve their employment ambitions by focusing on the individual person’s ability 
and capacity, rather than on the disability.  These supports and services have been tailored to 
the particular needs of a person seeking employment through, for example, the development of 
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personal progression plans designed to assist a jobseeker to achieve their individual employ-
ment ambitions.

It is important to note that both Blind Pension (BP) and Disability Allowance (DA) are 
structured to support recipients to avail of opportunities to pursue their own employment am-
bitions, be that self-employment or in insurable employment.  When an individual engages in 
work that person may earn up to €120 per week without their BP or DA being affected.  In ad-
dition, 50% of earnings from €120 to €350 will not be taken into account.  Any earnings over 
€350 are fully assessed in the means test.  As part of Budget 2021 measures, from June 2021, 
the income disregard for Blind Pension and Disability Allowance will increase from €120 to 
€140 per week.

Employment Supports for Jobseekers with a Disability:

Intreo Service

The Intreo service is a single point of contact for all employment and income supports in the 
State.  Intreo provides tailored employment services and supports to both jobseekers and em-
ployers.  Jobseekers, including jobseekers with disabilities, who seek support from their local 
Intreo Centre work with a case officer with a view to agreeing a suitable personal progression 
plan in order to access the full range of employment supports available.

Local Employment Service

My Department contracts for the provision of the Local Employment Service (LES) with 
22 companies in 26 locations.  Providers deliver a case managed employment service for all 
Jobseekers (including those with disabilities) who avail of the services.  Jobseekers work with 
a LES Mediator to develop a personal progression plan in order to access the full range of 
employment supports available.  Providers also deliver a recruitment and job matching service 
for employers.  LES Mediators may refer clients of the service to an EmployAbility service 
provider, if it is felt the person would benefit from this more.

EmployAbility Service

My Department recognises the additional difficulties some jobseekers with disabilities may 
experience in securing and maintaining employment in the open labour market, and so contracts 
for the provision of services to help address these difficulties.  My Department contracts with 
24 companies for the delivery of EmployAbility services in 31 locations.  Jobseekers are re-
ferred to EmployAbility providers by Intreo Centers (or by other contractors as designated, e.g. 
LES providers).  Providers deliver a supported employment model of services for jobseekers 
with disabilities.  Jobseekers work with a job coach who provides both pre-employment and 
in-employment support and assistance.  Providers also deliver a recruitment and job matching 
service for employers.

AHEAD (Support for Graduates with Disabilities)

The Department contracts AHEAD (Association for Higher Education Access and Disabil-
ity) to deliver the Willing Able Mentoring (WAM) and ‘Get Ahead’ programmes.  These pro-
grammes provide supports for graduates with disabilities seeking to enter the workforce. 

Ability

The ‘Ability’ programme is co-funded by the Irish Exchequer and the EU’s ESF Programme 
for Employability, Inclusion and Learning Operational Programme (PEIL, 2014 – 20).  Under 
this programme funding has been provided, through Pobal, for 27 organisations to support 
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young people (aged 15-29) with disabilities in their transition into further education or employ-
ment. 

Reasonable Accommodation Fund Grants

The Reasonable Accommodation Fund assists both jobseekers with disabilities and employ-
ers to enable a person with a disability/impairment to enter/re-enter employment by providing a 
range of grants.  It is important to note that these employment support programmes are demand-
led schemes.  The fund is comprised of:

Employee Retention Grant 

The purpose of the Employee Retention Grant Scheme is to assist employers to retain em-
ployees who acquire a disability by providing funding to: 

- Identify accommodation and/or training to enable the employee to remain in his/her cur-
rent position; or 

- Re-train the employee so that s/he can take up another position within the company. 

Workplace Equipment/Adaptation Grant 

Where a person with a disability has been offered employment or is in employment and 
requires a more accessible workplace or adapted equipment to do the job, s/he or the employer 
may be able to get a grant towards the costs of adapting premises or equipment.  A maximum 
grant of €6,350 is available towards the cost of adaptations to premises or equipment.  Applica-
tions in excess of this sum will be considered on an individual basis up to a maximum of €9,523 
if specialist training for assistive technology is required.

Personal Reader Grant 

If a person is blind or visually impaired and needs assistance with job-related reading, s/he 
may be entitled to a grant to allow him/her to employ a Personal Reader.  The Department will 
pay a fee per hour, in line with minimum wage. 

Employment Supports for Employers

Wage Subsidy Scheme

The Wage Subsidy Scheme is targeted at private sector employers and is aimed at encourag-
ing the employment of people with disabilities through the provision of financial incentives (a 
wage subsidy). The subsidy is delivered in three strands:

- Strand I subsidy is a general subsidy for any productivity shortfall in excess of 20% for 
a person with a disability, in comparison to a colleague without a disability.  An employee 
must work for a minimum of 21 hours per week up to a maximum of 39 subsidised hours per 
week.  The rate of subsidy is€5.30 per hour and the amount of the subsidy is based on the num-
ber of hours worked.

- Strand II subsidy is payable when an employer employs three or more people with a dis-
ability who are supported by a WSS Strand I payment.  Strand II is intended to cover the addi-
tional supervisory, management and other work-based costs relating to these employees.  This 
top-up payment is a percentage of the Strand I subsidy and is based on the overall number of 
employees with a disability employed under Strand I.  It ranges from an additional 10% of 
wage subsidy for 3 to 6 employees with a disability to a maximum of 50% of wage subsidy for 
23+ employees with a disability. 
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- Strand III subsidy enables employers who employ 25 or more workers with a disability 
on the Wage Subsidy Scheme to be eligible for a grant of up to €30,000 per year towards the 
expense of employing an Employment Assistance Officer to support these employees.

Disability Awareness Training Support Scheme

The Disability Awareness Training Support Scheme provides funding so that employers 
can buy in Disability Awareness Training for their staff.  The purpose of the training is to de-
liver clear and accurate information about disability and to address questions or concerns that 
employers and employees may have about working with and supporting a colleague with dis-
abilities.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT05700Exceptional Needs Payment

24/03/2021WRTT05800997. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a contribution 
towards the cost of a funeral will be reconsidered in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14960/21]

24/03/2021WRTT05900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
submitted an application for an Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP) on 28/05/2020 for assis-
tance with the cost of funeral expenses.  The application was refused on the basis that her in-
come exceeded the prescribed limit for a person of her circumstances and an exceptional need 
had not been established.  The person concerned was notified of her right seek a review of the 
decision but a request for a review has not been received to date.

If the circumstances of the person concerned have changed since her last ENP application 
it is open to her to submit a new application.  An application form has been posted to the per-
son concerned and when completed can be returned together with supporting documentation 
to the Community Welfare Services, Claremont House, Kelly’s Lane, Maynooth, Co Kildare.  
This service can also be contacted by phone (01) 6016360 or by email cwscelbridgekilcock@
welfare.ie.  When received, the application will be assessed and the person concerned will be 
advised of the outcome. 

I trust this clarifies the matter.

24/03/2021WRTT06000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRTT06100998. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the pandemic 
unemployment payment will continue for months after mass gatherings are permitted again in 
order to assist the live events sector scale up its activities and begin to trade again. [14991/21]

24/03/2021WRTT062001003. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
extending the pandemic unemployment payment and employment wage subsidy scheme until 
six months after mass gatherings are permitted again to adequately support the events industry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15133/21]

24/03/2021WRTT063001021. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has con-
sidered the admission of the events industry to supports and schemes (details supplied) until 
six months after mass gatherings are permitted again; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [15395/21]
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24/03/2021WRTT064001027. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will con-
sider extending the pandemic unemployment payment for the events industry until six months 
after mass gatherings are permitted again; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15508/21]

24/03/2021WRTT06500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 998, 1003, 1021 and 1027 together.

I am aware of concerns that have been raised regarding the pace of recovery for the live 
events sector, and that it has been suggested that the level of support be increased and/or that 
the application of some of the new State supports should be delineated on the basis of explicit 
sectoral qualification criteria.  However, the reality of COVID-19 is that our whole economy 
and labour market have been rapidly transformed by this unprecedented shock and nearly all 
sectors have been negatively impacted either directly or indirectly.

The objective of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) is to support all employ-
ment and maintain the link between the employer and employee insofar as is possible.  The 
EWSS has been a key component of the Government’s response to the continued Covid-19 
crisis to support viable firms and encourage employment in the midst of these very challenging 
times.  To date, payments of over €2.3 billion and PRSI credit of at least €400 million have been 
granted to over 48,000 employers in respect of over 541,000 workers.

I have been clear that there will be no cliff-edge to the EWSS and, as the Deputies will be 
aware from announcements made on Tuesday 23 February, it has been decided that the scheme 
is now to be extended until the end of June 2021. 

With the agreement by Government on the revised plan, COVID-19 Resilience and Re-
covery 2021: The Path Ahead, a cautious and measured approach will be taken as we lay the 
foundations for the full recovery of social life, public services and the economy.  It is therefore 
appropriate that key business supports should remain in place until the end of June 2021.

As the revised plan is implemented, the EWSS will play an important role in getting people 
back to work as public health restrictions are eased, thereby reducing the numbers dependant 
on social welfare payments over time, including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP). 

Consideration is being given to the fact that continued support could be necessary out to the 
end of 2021 to help maintain viable businesses and employment and to provide businesses with 
certainty to the maximum extent possible.  Decisions on the form of such support will take ac-
count of emerging circumstances and economic conditions as they become clearer.

In relation to the tax debt warehousing, I would note that the legislation provides that Period 
2 may be extended by Ministerial order but cannot extend beyond 31 December 2022.  This is 
to ensure compliance with EU State Aid rules, provided for under the EU Temporary Frame-
work for State Aid measures to support the economy in the current COVID-19 outbreak.

The Government will continue to assess the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the econ-
omy and I will continue to work with Ministerial colleagues to ensure that appropriate supports 
are in place to mitigate these effects to the maximum extent feasible.

For those businesses who may need additional support during this period, I would draw at-
tention to the comprehensive package of other business and employer supports that have been 
made available since the July Stimulus Plan and Budget 2021 - including the Covid Restriction 
Support Scheme (CRSS), the Credit Guarantee Scheme, the SBCI Working Capital Scheme, 
Sustaining Enterprise Fund, and the Covid-19 Business Loans Scheme.
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The Government remains fully committed to supporting businesses and employers insofar 
as is possible at this time.

24/03/2021WRTT06600Departmental Contracts

24/03/2021WRTT06700999. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost to date of 
the contract with Turas Nua; when the contract will cease; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [15054/21]

24/03/2021WRTT06800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Turas Nua is one of two 
companies contracted to deliver the JobPath service, as part of the State’s Public Employment 
Service. JobPath provides employment assistance and advice to the long-term unemployed in 
order to assist them secure full-time paid employment.

JobPath is a payment by results model and all set-up and day-to-day operational costs are 
borne by the companies.  The companies are paid on the basis of performance and with the 
exception of the initial registration fee; payments are made only when a client has achieved 
sustained employment.  The overall cost of JobPath will be determined by the number of people 
who participate in the programme and the number who get sustainable jobs.  The Department 
does not publish the individual payments to the JobPath companies as these are commercially 
sensitive.  The total fees paid to the JobPath providers from 2015 to date is €256.9m.

On 22 October 2020, I announced the extension of referrals to the JobPath service for a 
further twelve months until the end of 2021.  At that time I also announced similar commit-
ments to the Local Employment Services, Job Clubs and EmployAbility to ensure their services 
extended into 2021.  These measures were taken in order to expand the capacity of my Depart-
ment’s Public Employment Service to ensure that we are in a position to support all those who 
have lost their employment arising from the economic impacts of Covid-19.  In light of these 
circumstances, it was deemed prudent to not only retain, but to expand, the existing capacity of 
our public employment services.

My Department is continuing to examine procurement options for the provision all con-
tracted public employment services in 2022.

I trust that clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT06900Child Support Payments

24/03/2021WRTT070001000. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason that par-
ents of babies born through surrogacy are excluded from any type of paid parental leave such as 
maternity benefit or parent’s leave and benefit; if legislation will be amended to allow for these 
supports to be extended to parents who have children through surrogacy; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [15057/21]

24/03/2021WRTT07100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department is respon-
sible for the administration of a range of benefits that support parents of new born and young 
babies.  In all circumstances, entitlement to claim benefit follows on from having an entitle-
ment to the corresponding leave and the legislation covering the different forms of leave are the 
responsibility of the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.  Any 
question relating to leave entitlement should be directed to that Department.

However, I can confirm that all parents, including those whose babies have been born 
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through surrogacy, have access to parents benefit and paternity benefit; subject to the grant of 
the corresponding leave by their employers.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT07200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRTT073001001. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
extending carer’s leave to support carers who left work to care for a loved one given the added 
difficulties (details supplied) due to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15058/21]

24/03/2021WRTT07400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Government ac-
knowledges the important role that family carers play and is fully committed to supporting 
carers in that role.  This commitment is recognised in both the Programme for Government and 
the National Carers’ Strategy. 

My colleague, the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth has 
policy responsibility for leave from employment including carer’s leave, maternity leave, pa-
rental leave and force majeure leave.  The issue of extending carer’s leave is a matter for that 
Department.

My Department provides a range of supports to those who are caring for family members, 
friends or neighbours.  These measures aim to recognise the needs of carers through the provi-
sion of appropriate income supports, to enable carers to remain in touch with the labour market 
to the greatest extent possible and to empower carers to participate fully in economic and social 
life. 

These income supports include the following: 

- Carer’s Allowance

- Carer’s Benefit

- Carer’s Support Grant

- Domiciliary Care Allowance 

Carer’s leave from employment is unpaid but the Carer’s Leave Act ensures that people who 
need to avail of carer’s leave will have their jobs kept open for them while they are on carer’s 
leave.  They may be eligible for Carer’s Benefit if they have the required number of PRSI con-
tributions or they may qualify for Carer’s Allowance, which is means-tested, while they are on 
carer’s leave.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRTT07500Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRTT076001002. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of ve-
hicles owned or leased and operated by her Department and agencies and semi-State companies 
under her remit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE vehicles, that is internal com-
bustion engine vehicles, and fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric 
and so on; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [15127/21]
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24/03/2021WRTT07700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department owns two 
vehicles: a diesel engine van and a petrol engine motorcycle.  

The Citizens Information Board owns a diesel engine van. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

       Question No. 1003 answered with Question No. 998.

24/03/2021WRUU00300Social Welfare Payments Administration

24/03/2021WRUU004001004. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding applications for personal assistance hours; the way in which carer’s allowance is af-
fected when the same person is claiming personal assistance hours; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15147/21]

24/03/2021WRUU00500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department provides 
income supports to carers such as the Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care 
Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  Combined spending on these payments to carers in 
2021 is expected to exceed €1.4 billion.  

Carer’s Allowance is a payment to people on low incomes who are caring full-time for a 
person who needs support because of age, disability or illness (including mental illness).  The 
person being cared for must require full-time care and attention.  At the end of January, there 
were 89,092 recipients of Carer’s Allowance.  The estimated expenditure for the payment in 
2021 is in the region of €953 million. 

It is important to note that Carer’s Allowance is an income support paid to the carer and not 
to the person to whom the care is given. 

The two principal conditions for receipt of Carer’s Allowance are that the means test which 
applies is satisfied and that full-time care and attention is required and being provided.

The means test for Carer’s Allowance is one of the most generous in the social protection 
system.  Currently, €332.50 of gross weekly income is disregarded in the calculation of means 
for a single person; the equivalent for someone who is married, in a civil partnership or cohabit-
ing is €665 of combined gross weekly income.

The person being cared for is deemed to require full-time care and attention where they 
require from another person continual supervision and frequent assistance throughout the day 
in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision in order to avoid being a 
danger to themselves, and are likely to require that level of care for at least twelve months.

An applicant for Carer’s Allowance must submit evidence and all relevant information con-
firming that they meet the conditions outlined above. 

In order to support a carer’s continued attachment to the workforce and broader social inclu-
sion, carers may engage in some limited employment, education or training, of up to 18.5 hours 
per week while still being regarded as being in a position to provide full-time care. 

The Personal Assistant (PA) Service is part of a range of assisted living services designed to 
help people with disabilities to maximise their capacity to live full and independent lives.  PA 
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services may be accessed by application to the HSE or through a referral from a public health 
nurse or other HSE community-based staff.  I understand that the HSE determines PA resource 
allocation by considering the needs of the individual, compliance with prioritisation criteria, 
and the level of resources available. 

The Personal Assistant Service is administered by the HSE and is the responsibility of the 
Department of Health.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRUU00600Disability Allowance

24/03/2021WRUU007001005. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
applications and appeals for disability allowance made by persons in County Clare; the number 
of applications refused; the number allowed following an appeal in each of the years 2018 to 
2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15151/21]

24/03/2021WRUU00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The department does not 
collate the requested data in county format and therefore county breakdown is not available.

 The total number of disability allowance (DA) applications received, allowed and disal-
lowed or withdrawn from 2018 to the end of 2020 are set out in the table below. 

DA Scheme

Year  DA Received *DA Award DA Disallowed DA Withdrawn 
 2018  23,080  17,205*  12,682  1,130
 2019  24,017  16,949*  13,981  1,519
 2020  20,671  15,686*  13,559  2,077
 (*)Please note that the statistics in relation to awarded cases include cases in the dis-

allowed category which were subsequently awarded following a review or a successful 
appeal.  

The following tables show the number of DA appeals received and allowed or partially al-
lowed by the social welfare appeals office (SWAO) from 2018 to the end of 2020.

Outcome of DA appeals received and allowed by SWAO

 Year **DA appeals 
received 

DA appeals al-
lowed 

DA appeals par-
tially allowed 

DA appeals 
disallowed 

 2018  5,200**  3,112  99 1,256 
 2019  6,242**  3,416  78  1,801
 2020  6,661**  3,930  127  2,642
 (**)Please note that the statistics in relation to appeals received include both received 

and re-opened appeal cases less cancelled appeals.    

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRUU00900Carer’s Allowance

24/03/2021WRUU010001006. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
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applications and appeals for carer’s allowance made by persons in County Clare; the number of 
applications refused; the number allowed following an appeal in each of the years 2018 to 2020, 
in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15152/21]

24/03/2021WRUU01100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The number of Carers 
Allowance (CA) applications received, allowed and disallowed or withdrawn from 2018 to 
the end of 2020 are set out in the table below.  The Department does not collate data in county 
format and so a breakdown of the figures by county is not available.

CA Scheme  

 Year   CA Received   *CA Award   CA Disallowed   CA Withdrawn   
2018 20206 17242 9291 707
2019 19402 16910 8918 580
2020 18774 17495 10495 514
(*)Please note that the statistics in relation to awarded cases include cases in the disal-

lowed category which were subsequently awarded following a review or a successful ap-
peal.  

The following tables show the number of CA appeals received and allowed or partially al-
lowed by the social welfare appeals office (SWAO) from 2018 to the end of 2020.

Year CA Appeals Re-
ceived

CA Appeals allowed 
by SWAO

CA Appeals partially 
allowed by SWAO

2018  **2902  1047  144
2019  **3006  1230  158
2020  **3630  1079  115
(**)Please note that the statistics in relation to appeals received include both received 

and re-opened appeal cases less cancelled appeals. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRUU01200Exceptional Needs Payment

24/03/2021WRUU013001007. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
applications and appeals for an exceptional needs payment made by persons in County Clare; 
the number of applications refused; the number allowed following an appeal in each of the 
years 2018 to 2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15153/21]

24/03/2021WRUU01400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Applications for Excep-
tional Needs Payments are made under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance Scheme  admin-
istered by Designated Persons in the Community Welfare Service in my Department . 

The purpose of the Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP) is to assist people with essential, 
once-off, exceptional expenditure, which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet 
out of their weekly income.  The ENP scheme is demand led and payments are made at the 
discretion of the officers administering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the 
legislation and all the relevant circumstances of the case in order to ensure that the payments 
target those most in need of assistance. 
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Co Clare. 2018 2019 2020
Exceptional Needs 
Payments Awarded

4559 2494 1777

ENP Review Re-
quests  received

18 17 22

ENPs Reviewed 18 17 22
ENPs Allowed/
Revised following 
review

4 3 9

ENPs Refused fol-
lowing Review

14 14 13

Statistics are maintained on the number of applications awarded under the ENP (exceptional 
needs payments) scheme. Statistics are not maintained on the number of applications received 
or the outcome of the applications.  

Determinations made by Designated Persons in relation to claims made under Sections 200, 
201 and 202 of the Social Welfare (Consolidation Act) 2005, i.e. Allowances-in-kind, Excep-
tional Needs Payments and Urgent Needs Payments, can be reviewed by a SWA Reviewing 
Officer under Section 323 of that Act. 

Determinations made by Designated Persons in relation to claims made under Sections 196, 
197 and 198 of the Social Welfare ( Consolidation Act ) 2005 i.e Basic SWA and all Supple-
ments, can be appealed to the Social Welfare Appeals Office under Section 311 of that Act.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

24/03/2021WRUU01500Employment Support Services

24/03/2021WRUU016001008. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
reducing the duration of the unemployment test for JobsPlus to allow speedier integration of 
persons displaced and give employers a break during a difficult recovery period in view of the 
difficult labour market conditions. [15190/21]

24/03/2021WRUU01700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): JobsPlus is a subsidy paid 
to employers who recruit long-term unemployed people for new positions in their workplace. 
Employers can avail of JobsPlus when filling new positions or positions that arise as a conse-
quence of natural turnover and receive a subsidy of €7,500 or €10,000 per employee. The value 
of the grant is dependent on the age of the new employee and their duration of unemployment, 
over a two-year period of employment. 

JobsPlus is an effective scheme in responding to unemployment. An evaluation of the 
scheme, undertaken jointly by the EU Commission’s Joint Research Centre and the Department 
of Social Protection published in 2020, found a positive impact equivalent to a 57% reduction 
in the likelihood of unemployment for people who benefited from JobsPlus. 

Dealing with Covid-19 presents a particular challenge to economic activity and, conse-
quently, to employment levels. In last year’s July Jobs Stimulus, the capacity of JobsPlus was 
increased to 8,000 places. The qualification criteria for those under 30 years was amended, 
meaning they can now avail of the support after 4 months, having previously been 12 months. 
Time spent in receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment can be counted for the purposes 
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of eligibility for all unemployed individuals.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRUU01800Carer’s Support Grant

24/03/2021WRUU019001009. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will approve 
the payment of a carer’s support grant for a person (details supplied). [15240/21]

24/03/2021WRUU02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Firstly, may I take this 
opportunity to extend my condolences to the person concerned and his family on their recent 
bereavement.

The Carer’s Support Grant (CSG) is an annual payment for Carers who look after a person 
in need of full-time care and attention. The grant of €1,700 (€1,850 from June 2021) is payable 
to Carers on the first Thursday in June each year. 

It is a qualifying condition of CSG that on the first Thursday in June, the claimant must be 
caring for the person requiring such care. 

When a Carer has an entitlement to and is in receipt of a Carer’s Allowance (CA) payment 
on the first Thursday in June, they continue to have entitlement to the CSG.  Where a care re-
cipient dies, there is a continued entitlement to payment of CA for 12 weeks after the date of 
death. The person concerned is currently in receipt of CA in respect of his mother, who passed 
away on 23 February 2021 and he will continue to receive payment up until 19 May 2021, re-
flecting the 12 weeks after death payment. 

As the person concerned will not be in receipt of payment of CA on the first Thursday in 
June this year there is no entitlement to the 2021 CSG. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1010 answered with Question No. 960.

24/03/2021WRUU02200Pensions Reform

24/03/2021WRUU023001011. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will publish the 
final report of the Pensions Commission when it completes its deliberations. [15274/21]

24/03/2021WRUU02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pensions Commis-
sion was established in November 2020 to examine sustainability and eligibility issues with the 
State Pension and the Social Insurance Fund, in fulfillment of a Programme for Government 
commitment.  These issues are being considered from a perspective of fiscal and social sustain-
ability, and intergenerational fairness.  It has held eight meetings to date and will report on its 
findings by the end of June 2021.  In this regard, the Commission is halfway through its work.

In accordance with its Terms of Reference, the Commission will submit a report on its work, 
findings, options and recommendations to me by 30 June 2021.  The Government intends to 
take action having regard to the recommendations of the Commission within 6 months of re-
ceipt of the report. I expect that the Commission’s report will be published once Government 
has concluded its consideration of its findings.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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24/03/2021WRUU02500Social Welfare Payments Administration

24/03/2021WRUU026001012. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection if discretion is pro-
vided for the provision of supporting medical evidence in all social welfare applications which 
require same given the Covid-19 situation and the impact on the health service; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15282/21]

24/03/2021WRUU02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department is cog-
nisant of the impact that the Covid-19 pandemic has had on the delivery of health care services 
provided by General Practitioners in the community and by the Health Service Executive hos-
pitals.

Eligibility criteria for the Illness, Disability and Carer’s schemes are stipulated in legisla-
tion.

When assessing applications, the Medical Assessors exercise judgement and discretion as 
pertinent to the case. Medical evidence provided with the application is carefully reviewed 
along with any medical information held on file.

The claimant’s medical condition is assessed for level of severity and expected duration of 
restriction for work or the need for full time care and attention as the case may be. 

Where medical information or specialist reports are unavailable due to Covid-19 restric-
tions, cases will be examined on an individual basis to determine entitlement, where possible, 
based on the available information. If a customer contacts the Department and advises that they 
cannot provide a medical report due to Covid-19, discretion may be applied to allow for addi-
tional time to provide any essential medical information. 

In the case of Illness Benefit, where a Certificate of Incapacity for Work from a GP is re-
quired to accompany the claim, the facility to submit such Certificates electronically was made 
available to GPs at end-2019. The number of GPs using this facility has grown substantially in 
2020, with some 80% of those on the Department’s panel of GPs now submitting Certificates 
via e-Cert, directly to the Department.

I hope this clarifies the situation for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRUU02800Social Welfare Eligibility

24/03/2021WRUU029001013. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection if a claim by a person 
(details supplied) will be reviewed in view of the recent decision regarding education and a 
means-tested payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [15314/21]

24/03/2021WRUU03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Part-Time Education 
Option (PTEO) was introduced by my Department to enable unemployed persons to attend 
part-time day/evening courses of education or training and retain their jobseeker’s payment 
provided that they continue to satisfy the conditions of being available for and genuinely seek-
ing employment on an on-going basis. 

The person concerned was disallowed Jobseeker’s Allowance on the basis of not being 
available for or genuinely seeking full time work.  This decision was based on the person con-
cerned leaving part-time employment in order to commence a course of education.  

The person concerned has appealed the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals 
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Office and the outcome of this appeal is awaited.  A decision in relation to the PTEO will be 
considered if the appeal is upheld.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

  Question No. 1014 answered with Question No. 980.

24/03/2021WRUU03200Social Welfare Schemes Data

24/03/2021WRUU033001015. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of cases 
the liable relatives’ unit and maintenance recovery unit have examined since January 2020 to 
date; the breakdown of payments commenced and payments not commenced, respectively; and 
the amount collected in this time.  [15389/21]

24/03/2021WRUU03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The issue of family main-
tenance payments is first and foremost a private matter for the people concerned.

Social Welfare legislation provides that some or all of the cost of One-Parent Family (OFP) 
payments are recovered. In every case where OFP is awarded, the Department seeks to trace 
the other parent (liable relative) in order to ascertain whether they are in a financial position to 
contribute towards the cost of the OFP. Liable relatives are advised that they can meet their li-
ability by making payments directly to the Department or to the OFP recipient.

The methods of assessment of the liable relative’s ability to pay are specified in detail in 
regulations S.I. 571 of 2006 and S.I. 142 of 2007, as amended.

From January 2020 to end February 2021 (latest complete data available) 7,321 cases were 
examined of which:

- 708 (9.7%) were deemed to be paying the liability agreed by the Department

- 2,842 (38.8%) of these cases were still determined to have a remaining liability to the 
Department;

- 3,771 (51.5%) cases not eligible or have no liability due. 

During this period, 1,305 arrangements were made whereby payments or additional pay-
ments were made to the One-Parent Family Payment recipient averaging €49.66 per week.  In a 
further 53 cases, the liable relatives began paying the Department directly at an average weekly 
payment of €72.89.  

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

24/03/2021WRUU03500Social Welfare Schemes Data

24/03/2021WRUU036001016. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount spent on 
the one-parent family payment in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; and the number of payment 
allocations for each year in tabular form.  [15390/21]

24/03/2021WRUU03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The table beneath out-
lines the expenditure and the average number of payments for One Parent Family Payment in 
2019, 2020 and up to end of February 2021. 
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One Parent Family Payment Expenditure and Average Recipient Numbers 2019, 2020 
& to end of February 2021

 2019 2020 (Provisional 
Outturn)

2021(Data up to end 
of February 2021)

Expenditure (€000) 533,122 564,880 84,687
Average Recipient 
Number

39,465 39,740 39,500

The figures for 2020 outturn are provisional and are subject to audit by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General.

The figures for 2021 are to the end of February and are provisional.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRUU03800Social Welfare Schemes Data

24/03/2021WRUU039001017. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons in receipt of child maintenance payments who are also in receipt of other means-tested so-
cial welfare payments; and the breakdown of those also in receipt of the jobseeker’s transitional 
payment, disability allowance and the one-parent family payment in tabular form.  [15391/21]

24/03/2021WRUU04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In February 2021, some 
39,190 people were in receipt of  One Parent Family Payment, of whom  17,751 people were 
recorded as also receiving child maintenance. There were 16,078 people who  were in receipt 
of Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment (JST), and 1,872 were recorded as also receiving child 
maintenance. 

The data requested in respect of the other means-tested schemes is set out in the tables 
below. The tables refer to recipients in February 2021 who also received the listed payment at 
some time in February 2021.

There may be situations where a OFP or JST recipient is no longer receiving maintenance 
(or they may be receiving a reduced amount) for their child because the other parent has lost 
their job due to Covid-19 pandemic.  In these cases, the Department advises that the customer 
should contact their local Intreo Centre and provide it with a letter (from the recipient) stating 
that they are no longer receiving the maintenance payment from the other parent. 

The Department will then revise the customers payment on that basis for a period of 12 
weeks.  After that period their means may be re-assessed at that stage following a review. 

Table 1: Other Means-Tested Schemes - Receives Maintenance

Additional Means-Tested 
Scheme

Receives Maintenance - OFP Receives Maintenance - JST

Carer’s Allowance 2,972 25 
Disability Allowance 2 - 
Guardian’s Payment Non-
Contributory

4 4 

Rent Supplement 411 102 
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Additional Means-Tested 
Scheme

Receives Maintenance - OFP Receives Maintenance - JST

Supplementary Welfare Al-
lowance

40 4 

Creche Supplement 1 - 
Diet Supplement 2 - 
Fuel/Heating Supplement 2 1 
Other Supplement 7  - 
Travel Supplement 8 - 
Working Family Payment 2,253 6 

Table 2:   Other Means-Tested Schemes - All

Additional Means-Tested Scheme  OFP  JST
Carer’s Allowance 7,980 190 
Disability Allowance 5 4 
Guardian’s Payment Non-Contributory 29 24 
Rent Supplement 1,203 875 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance 100 30 
Creche Supplement 2 - 
Diet Supplement 7 2 
Fuel/Heating Supplement 5 1 
Other Supplement 30 14 
Travel Supplement 18 11 
Working Family Payment 4,352 50  

24/03/2021WRUU04100Child Maintenance Payments

24/03/2021WRUU042001018. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to address 
the issue of parents who have child maintenance orders and are not paying the ordered amount, 
which then results in the custodial parent having income deducted from them.  [15392/21]

24/03/2021WRUU04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Government estab-
lished a Child Maintenance Review Group to examine certain issues in relation to child main-
tenance in Ireland.  The Group is chaired by former Circuit Court Judge Catherine Murphy and 
includes legal, policy and academic professionals as well as officials from my Department and 
the Department of Justice. 

The Group’s Terms of Reference includes considering and making recommendations on the 
current treatment of child maintenance payments in my Department.  The Group is also tasked 
with considering and making recommendations  on the liable relatives provisions associated 
with the One-Parent Family Payment which my Department operates, and whether or not there 
is a case for the establishment of a Child Maintenance Agency in Ireland. 

The work of the Group is well underway.  I am very pleased that the Group launched its 
public consultation on 11th February.  The consultation process which runs until 26th March 
provides an important opportunity for stakeholders, whether they are individuals or groups, to 
provide information, experiences and different perspectives on the areas under consideration.  
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These submissions will help to inform the review and the recommendations which the Group 
will present to me later this year.

Furthermore, in the context of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, my Department has put in 
place specific measures for the non-payment of maintenance in relation to One-Parent Family 
and Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment customers.

In these cases, the customer should contact their local Intreo Centre and provide it with a 
letter stating that they are no longer receiving the maintenance payment from the other parent.  
Their payment will revised for a period of twelve weeks after which it will be reviewed again.

24/03/2021WRUU04400Child Maintenance Payments

24/03/2021WRUU045001019. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to extend 
the liable relative clause in existing social welfare legislation which would allow the mainte-
nance recovery unit to pursue maintenance payments and provide it enforcement powers be-
yond the remit of the one-parent family payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[15393/21]

24/03/2021WRUU04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Government estab-
lished a Child Maintenance Review Group to examine certain issues in relation to child main-
tenance in Ireland.  The Group is chaired by former Circuit Court Judge Catherine Murphy and 
includes legal, policy and academic professionals as well as officials from my Department and 
the Department of Justice. 

One of the Group’s terms of reference is to consider and make recommendations on the li-
able relatives provisions associated with the One-Parent Family Payment (OFP) which my De-
partment operates.  However, it is important to point out that the purpose of the liable relatives 
provisions is to ensure that, where possible, the non-custodial parent makes a financial contri-
bution to the State where there is an OFP payment in place, thereby reducing the overall cost 
to the Department.  This contribution can be paid either to the OFP recipient directly or to the 
Department.  It is important to point out also that my Department does not pursue maintenance 
payments on behalf of lone parents and it has no role regarding the enforcement of maintenance 
orders or any other maintenance arrangements. 

The Group is also tasked with considering and making recommendations on the current 
treatment of child maintenance payments in my Department, and whether or not there is a case 
for the establishment of a Child Maintenance Agency in Ireland. 

The work of the Group is well underway.  I am very pleased that the Group launched its 
public consultation on 11th February.  The consultation process which runs until 26th March 
provides an important opportunity for stakeholders, whether they are individuals or groups, to 
provide information, experiences and different perspectives on the areas under consideration.  
These submissions will help to inform the review and the recommendations which the Group 
will present to me later this year.

24/03/2021WRUU04700Social Welfare Schemes Data

24/03/2021WRUU048001020. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of re-
cipients of child maintenance who are also in receipt of rent supplement from January 2020 to 
date; her plans to adjust the existing mechanism of deducting child maintenance payments up 
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to €75 from rent supplement; if there is recognition of the detrimental effect this has regarding 
the risk of rent areas and homelessness for the custodial parent and their children; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15394/21]

24/03/2021WRUU04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Rent supplement contin-
ues to play a key role in supporting families and individuals in private rented accommodation, 
with the scheme currently supporting over 20,000 active recipients.

Rent supplement is a statutory means tested scheme, payable at differentiated rates of pay-
ment according to the applicant’s means and accommodation requirements, and is normally 
calculated to ensure that a person, after the payment of rent, has an income equal to the rate 
of supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) appropriate to their family circumstances, less a 
weekly minimum contribution which recipients are required to pay from their own resources.   

For rent supplement, maintenance payments of up to €95.23 per week are fully assessable 
on the basis that vouched accommodation costs of up to this amount are disregarded in the as-
sessment of weekly social assistance payments such as jobseeker’s allowance and one-parent 
family payment.   

Where a person is in receipt of a maintenance payment of less than €95.23 per week, the 
maintenance payment is assessed in full for the purposes of rent supplement.

Where a person has weekly maintenance payments of more than €95.23, the next €75 is 
disregarded in full with 25% of any additional maintenance above €170.23 also disregarded. 

The contribution towards a customer’s rent is the aggregate amount of: €95.23 primary 
payment disregard plus 75% of any maintenance payments in excess of €170.23 plus the cus-
tomer’s €30 minimum contribution. 

The interaction between rent supplement, the primary scheme and maintenance ensures 
that the recipient retains their full primary payment entitlement whilst making a contribution 
towards their accommodation costs.  Every effort is made by the Department to ensure that ten-
ants receiving rent supplement can remain in their homes.  ]In view of the on-going rental mar-
ket difficulties, my Department also implements a targeted case-by-case policy approach that 
allows for flexibility where landlords seek rents in excess of the rent limits to ensure that claim-
ants retain their homes.  Any specific risk of homelessness should be communicated to my 
Department at the earliest opportunity.

The Government has established a Child Maintenance Review Group to examine certain is-
sues in relation to child maintenance in Ireland.  The Group is chaired by former Circuit Court 
Judge Catherine Murphy and includes legal, policy and academic professionals as well as of-
ficials from my Department and the Department of Justice.  The Group’s Terms of Reference 
are to consider and make recommendations on: (i) the current treatment of child maintenance 
payments in my Department; (ii) the current provisions regarding liable relatives managed by 
my Department; and (iii) the establishment of a Child Maintenance Agency in Ireland.

The work of the Group is well underway.  I am very pleased that the Group launched its 
public consultation on 11th February.  The consultation process which runs until 26th March 
provides an important opportunity for stakeholders, whether they are individuals or groups, to 
provide information, experiences and different perspectives on the areas under consideration.  
These submissions will help to inform the review and the recommendations which the Group 
will present to me later this year.  Any future changes to the treatment of maintenance for the 
purposes of rent supplement will be considered in the context of the Group’s recommendations. 

The tabular statement below sets out the monthly breakdown from January 2020 to date of 
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the number of recipients of rent supplement also receiving maintenance payments.

Month  Recipients of child maintenance and rent 
supplement

 January 2020  684
 February 2020  661
 March 2020  645
 April 2020  634
 May 2020  616
 June 2020  613
 July 2020  609
 August 2020  606
 September 2020  593
 October 2020  585
 November 2020  571
 December 2020  560
 January 2021  550
 February 2021  513

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1021 answered with Question No. 998.

24/03/2021WRUU05100Fuel Allowance

24/03/2021WRUU052001022. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
extending the fuel allowance for a further two weeks. [15441/21]

24/03/2021WRUU05300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Fuel Allowance is a 
payment of €28.00 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €784 each year) from October to April, 
to over 372,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €300 million in 2021.  The 
purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance 
represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet 
those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household. 

In Budget 2021, the Government targeted one third of carbon tax revenues to go towards 
boosting the incomes of the poorest in our society.  Based on ESRI research, three key DSP pay-
ments were targeted for increases in the budget as a result - the Fuel Allowance, the Qualified 
Child Allowance and the Living Alone Allowance. 

From January 2021, the Fuel Allowance was increased by €3.50 per week to €28 for a pe-
riod of 28 weeks, while the increase in carbon tax on solid fuels will not take effect until May 
2021.  This will ensure that recipients will benefit from the increased payment over this winter 
period.  

The Government will, as it does every year, consider if the 2020/2021 fuel allowance season 
should be extended beyond 9 April (the end date for the current fuel season) depending on the 
economic circumstances and prevailing weather conditions.

Under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme, Exceptional Needs Payments may be 
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made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are unable to meet out of their 
own resources, and this may include exceptional heating costs.  Decisions on such payments 
are made on a case-by-case basis.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRUU05400State Pensions

24/03/2021WRUU055001023. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a State pension (contributory) backdating appeal by a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15451/21]

24/03/2021WRUU05600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 25 February 2021.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. Hearings are currently 
being conducted online or by telephone.  Due to the current level of Covid-19 restrictions in-
person oral appeal hearings have been suspended.                                                                                                 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1024 answered with Question No. 960.

24/03/2021WRUU05800Fuel Allowance

24/03/2021WRUU059001025. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated 
full-year cost of providing an additional two weeks of fuel allowance to those who are also in 
receipt of the over-80s allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [15463/21]

24/03/2021WRUU06000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Fuel Allowance is a 
payment of €28.00 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €784 each year) from October to April, 
to over 372,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €300 million in 2021.  The 
purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance 
represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet 
those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household. 

There are approximately 54,000 recipients of Fuel Allowance who are aged 80 years or 
over.  The cost of providing an additional 2 weeks of Fuel Allowance to this cohort of recipients 
would be in the region of €3 Million on a once off basis.

The Government will, as it does every year, consider if the 2020/2021 fuel allowance season 
should be extended beyond 9 April (the end date for the current fuel season) depending on the 
economic circumstances and prevailing weather conditions.

In Budget 2021, the Government targeted one third of carbon tax revenues to go towards 
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boosting the incomes of the poorest in our society.  Based on ESRI research, three key DSP pay-
ments were targeted for increases in the budget as a result - the Fuel Allowance, the Qualified 
Child Allowance and the Living Alone Allowance. 

From January 2021, the Fuel Allowance was increased by €3.50 per week to €28 for a pe-
riod of 28 weeks, while the increase in carbon tax on solid fuels will not take effect until May 
2021.  This will ensure that recipients will benefit from the increased payment over this winter 
period.  

Under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme, Exceptional Needs Payments may be 
made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are unable to meet out of their 
own resources, and this may include exceptional heating costs.  Decisions on such payments 
are made on a case-by-case basis.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRUU06100Social Welfare Schemes Data

24/03/2021WRUU062001026. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons over 75 years of age receiving the carer’s allowance by age profile in tabular form. 
[15484/21]

24/03/2021WRUU06300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The number of persons 
over 75 years of age in receipt of Carer’s Allowance (CA) by age profile are set out in the table 
below.

Age  Total 
 75-79  3632
 80-84  1763
 85-89  548
 90  83
 Total  6026

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1027 answered with Question No. 998.

24/03/2021WRVV00200Social Insurance

24/03/2021WRVV003001028. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ad-
dress a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding the Irish-Australian social 
security agreement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15533/21]

24/03/2021WRVV00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Ireland has negotiated 
Bilateral Social Security Agreements with a number of counties including Australia.  The main 
purpose of these Agreements is to protect the pension rights of people who have worked and 
paid social security contributions in Ireland and the countries with which Ireland has such 
agreements. 

Time spent working in Australia would be reckonable in Ireland for pension purposes, under 
the Bilateral Agreement, but it does not cover short-term schemes and associated educational 
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supports.  

If the customer is available for and genuinely seeking work it remains open to them to make 
an application for Jobseeker’s Allowance which may be payable subject to the assessment of 
means.  The customer could make contact with their nearest Intreo Centre or Branch Office to 
establish their entitlements and the range of services available. 

If the Deputy is in a position to provide my office with the specific details of the person, I 
will ask the officials in my Department to have the matter examined. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRVV00500Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

24/03/2021WRVV006001029. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount in ar-
rears paid for recipients of the pandemic unemployment payment; the number of payments of 
arrears made; the number of these payments in which there was a delay in the applicant receiv-
ing their payment and they received backdated payments; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [15659/21]

24/03/2021WRVV00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment (PUP) has proven to be a vital income support to workers, thousands of 
whom lost their jobs virtually overnight. Since the introduction of the scheme just under 20 mil-
lion payments have been made to over 850,000 people providing income support of more than 
€6.3 billion to date. Over the last 12 months, just under 2 million PUP claims were received 
and processed.   

Arrears arise under the following broad headings. First, there may have been an initial time 
lag in the commencement of payments. Second, arrears may also arise in respect of individual 
weeks where claims could not be processed due to incomplete applications or data mismatches. 
Third, arrears may be due where the rate on a claim has been increased with retrospective effect. 

In response to the first two issues, my Department developed an automated process, which 
examined each case and looked at their overall entitlement to payment and matched this against 
their payment history. As a result, 286,000 people received arrears payments totaling €129 mil-
lion on 1 December 2020 for unpaid weeks in the period from March to November 2020 . My 
Department is working to ensure that this automated process can be efficiently replicated on 
an ongoing basis. Development work has concluded, and the project is at final test stage with 
a view to its deployment shortly. This project will ensure that where any new cases are due ar-
rears in respect of any week since November 2020, for example,. because of claims arising fol-
lowing the introduction of Covid restrictions in late December, these arrears can be processed. 
As the necessary testing has not yet concluded, it is not possible to indicate the amount of ar-
rears payments which will arise in respect of this project. 

In relation to the third issue, cases have mainly emerged where new earnings data has been 
supplied to the Department or where earnings bands and earnings reference periods have been 
changed. In September 2020, approximately 15,000 individuals were due arrears of just under 
€10 million in respect of newly reported earnings, and these were paid at that time. In addition, 
in October 2020 just over 45,000 people were due arrears following changes to the earnings 
bands and associated reference periods introduced at that time. These arrears, totaling €14.7 
million, were paid in February and March 2021. 

In addition to the above, individual cases will arise where arrears may have to be awarded 



24 March 2021

595

on a manual basis by my Department. However, given the overall number of persons in receipt 
of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment and the volume of associated transactions, manual 
processing of arrears payments on a wide scale is neither feasible nor efficient. I can assure the 
Deputy that my Department is fully committed to ensuring the prompt and timely processing of 
applications for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRVV00800Social Welfare Payments Administration

24/03/2021WRVV009001030. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that in order to receive a BP65 form, persons must apply online (details 
supplied). [15675/21]

24/03/2021WRVV01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The new Benefit Payment 
for 65 year olds was introduced in fulfillment of a commitment in the Programme for Govern-
ment to address the position of people who retire from employment at age 65. The quickest 
way to apply for the Benefit Payment for 65 year olds is through the MyWelfare online service. 
My Department fully accepts that there are people aged 65 who cannot or do not wish to use the 
online service but it is the Department’s experience that the vast majority of customers are able 
to access and avail of the enhanced customer service available through MyWelfare. For those 
who cannot or do not wish to use the online service, a postal service is available as an alterna-
tive.  The information regarding making an application by post is available on www.gov.ie at 
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/49d25-benefit-payment-for-65-year-olds/.

Alternatively customers can ring the Department’s Income Support Helpline at 1890 800 
024 and request that a form to be posted to them or they have the option of calling into their lo-
cal Intreo Centre or Social Welfare Branch Office to make enquiries. However, the Department 
is making every effort to make our services available to people online, by phone, by email or by 
post, so people do not need to visit one of our offices at this time.   

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRVV01100Invalidity Pension

24/03/2021WRVV012001031. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an application for an invalidity pension by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15683/21]

24/03/2021WRVV01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An application for inva-
lidity pension (IP) was received from the person concerned on 22 January 2021. Her claim has 
been awarded by a Deciding Officer and backdated six months to 23 July 2020.  Payment will 
issue to her nominated bank account on 25 March 2021.  Any arrears due from 23 July 2020 
to 24 March 2021 (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will issue in due course.  The 
person in question was notified of this decision on 18 March 2021.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRVV01400Bank Charges
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24/03/2021WRVV015001032. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps that can 
be taken to limit the bank charges on persons living abroad who are receiving their pensions 
into non-Irish bank accounts; if her attention has been drawn to the recent change of bank for 
payments and the new charges on pension recipients living overseas; the number of persons 
receiving pensions abroad; the number who have been impacted by these bank charges; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15688/21]

24/03/2021WRVV01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department of Social 
Protection is in the process of changing its banker to Danske Bank.  This is on foot of the Gov-
ernment’s decision in 2017 to tender for a single banking service for all Government Depart-
ments and Offices, a contract which was awarded to Danske Bank in 2018.

My Department uses the bank for both cheque and electronic fund transfer (EFT) payments, 
i.e. funds transferred directly into a person’s account in a financial institution.  Payments to 
people resident outside the state are generally made by EFT as this is the most efficient and cost 
effective method of delivering a payment.

All Social Welfare EFT payments made to beneficiaries living outside the Single European 
Payments Area (SEPA) are made by Danske via correspondent banks.  This is a foreign inter-
mediary bank which forwards the payments to Social Welfare recipients in that country.  The 
EFT payments must be processed as international payments to comply with national and inter-
national anti-money laundering (AML) regulations.  

Earlier this month, the Department moved its foreign EFT payments to beneficiaries outside 
of the SEPA zone to Danske Bank.  As a result of this change, U.S. and Canadian banks levied 
cross-border payment charges on their own customers’ Irish pension payments.  There are ap-
proximately 6,400 pension recipients in USA or Canada receiving a pension payment from this 
Department.  It is not known how many of these pension recipients are impacted by the charges.  
However, the Department wrote to all such customers in January, informing them of the poten-
tial of charges being levied on their payments by their own bank.

Danske Bank is currently in contact with its correspondent banks in relation to the matter.

24/03/2021WRVV01700Social Welfare Eligibility

24/03/2021WRVV018001033. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Social Protection if the recent change 
that excludes scholarship awards from the means test for disability allowance also excludes 
scholarship awards from the means test for other means-tested payments for persons with a 
disability or persons caring for a person with a disability such as the blind pension and carer’s 
allowance; if not, her plans to extend this exclusion to other means-tested payments for persons 
with a disability or persons caring for a person with a disability; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15707/21]

24/03/2021WRVV01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I recently signed Regula-
tions which introduced a new disregard which will apply to Disability Allowance recipients 
who have been granted bursaries, stipends or scholarships towards completing a PhD.  It is 
subject to an annual limit of €20,000 per annum (i.e. if a recipient gets more than one bursary, 
the combination cannot exceed €20,000) and is available for a maximum of four years. 

The measure in these Regulations is designed to acknowledge the increased costs a person 
with a disability encounters and the particular difficulties they may face supplementing their 
income through work alongside their PhD studies.
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The measure applies to recipients of Disability Allowance, as people with disabilities are 
underrepresented at higher levels of education, and in employment, and we should give them 
all the support we can to take advantage of opportunities and to contribute as full and active 
members of our society.

My Department encourages other social welfare recipients to avail of education and training 
through the Back to Education scheme, as well as by referrals to Education and Training Board 
courses through the Department of Social Protection’s Intreo service.  In addition, income re-
ceived from the SUSI grant is disregarded in the means test for most social welfare schemes.

In addition there are a number of scholarships, such as those awarded by certain charitable 
organisations, which are not assessed as part of the means test for social welfare payments.  
These include payments under the 1916 Bursary Fund and under Higher Educational Schol-
arships for Adult Learners from Uversity to a maximum of €7,000 per annum.  Uversity is a 
registered charity that has been awarding Higher Education Scholarships to adult learners since 
2018.

Any extension of means disregards would need to be examined in an overall budgetary 
context.

24/03/2021WRVV02000Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

24/03/2021WRVV021001034. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons applying 
for the pandemic unemployment payment are required to provide proof of unemployment as a 
result of Covid-19; and if so, the proof required. [15719/21]

24/03/2021WRVV02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment (PUP) has proven to be a vital income support to workers, thousands of 
whom lost their jobs virtually overnight. Since the introduction of the Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Payment, just under 20 million payments have been made to over 850,000 people pro-
viding income support of more than €6.3 billion to date. Over the last 12 months, just under 2 
million PUP claims were received and processed.   

 The quickest and easiest way to apply for this payment is online at MyWelfare.ie. Eligible 
applications received by close of business on a Thursday are processed for payment on the fol-
lowing Tuesday.

My Department accepts that in applying for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, a per-
son is confirming that they have lost their employment as a direct consequence of Covid-19. 
Accordingly, it is not necessary for a person to provide proof of unemployment, save in excep-
tional circumstances.

The rate of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment is linked to a person’s previous earnings, 
and my Department uses data from the Revenue Commissioners for this purpose. 

Where a person has applied for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment and my Department 
cannot find any record of PRSI contributions or earnings, it contacts the people concerned and 
asks them to submit evidence of employment, for example a pay slip. Where they provide the 
required evidence, their claim is then put into payment as quickly as possible. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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24/03/2021WRVV02300Social Welfare Fraud

24/03/2021WRVV024001035. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Social Protection the mechanisms in 
place by which employers or recruitment agencies may report instances of suspected fraudulent 
pandemic unemployment claims to her Department. [15720/21]

24/03/2021WRVV02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): All of my Department’s 
schemes, including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), are subject to on-going con-
trol reviews and eligibility checks. This is to protect the integrity of the social welfare system 
and to ensure that the right person is paid the right amount of money at the right time. 

In March 2020, a reporting facility was established to allow employers to notify my Depart-
ment of cases of suspected PUP mis-claiming by employees. This mailbox, C19EmployerRe-
ports@welfare.ie, provides a direct link to my Department for employers.

In addition, employers can report cases of suspected mis-claiming using my Department’s 
online anonymous reporting facility at https://www.gov.ie/en/service/report-suspected-social-
welfare-fraud/ or by telephone at 1890 927 999.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRVV02600Social Welfare Schemes Data

24/03/2021WRVV027001036. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of re-
cipients of the one-parent family payment and the jobseeker’s transitional payment in each of 
the years 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; the data showing drop-off rates for 
child maintenance payments once persons move from the payments as a result of liable relative 
legislation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15773/21]

24/03/2021WRVV02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The information request-
ed by the Deputy is set out in the tables below to the extent that my Department is in a position 
to do so.  It should be noted, however, that the final column in each table will include claimants 
who are no longer in receipt of JST or OFP for a range of reasons - for example, the child con-
cerned may have passed the relevant age threshold and the claimant may no longer therefore be 
entitled to the JST or OFP as appropriate. 

There may be situations where a OFP or JST recipient is no longer receiving maintenance 
(or they may be receiving a reduced amount) for their child because the other parent has lost 
their job due to Covid-19 pandemic.

In these cases, the customer should contact their local Intreo Centre and provide it with a 
letter stating that they are no longer receiving the maintenance payment from the other parent.  
Their payment will be revised for a period of twelve weeks after which it will be reviewed 
again.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1036-24-03-21_en.docx”>Tables</a>]

24/03/2021WRVV02900Child Support Payments

24/03/2021WRVV030001037. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a child de-
pendent allowance on an invalidity pension can be facilitated in the case of a person (details 
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supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15777/21]

24/03/2021WRVV03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
was awarded Invalidity Pension from 1 October 2020 at the maximum weekly personal rate of 
€208.50. His claim for an increase for a qualified child was disallowed as entitlement to this in-
crease is subject to a means test and it was deemed that his spouse’s earnings were in excess of 
the statutory limit for receipt. If there is a change in the circumstances of the person concerned, 
it is open to him to submit a new application to claim an increase for a qualified child.  An ap-
plication form has issued to him should he wish to reapply.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRVV03200State Pensions

24/03/2021WRVV033001038. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (de-
tails supplied) will qualify for a State pension; if so, the amount they are likely to receive; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [15790/21]

24/03/2021WRVV03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
will reach pension age on 3 August 2021 and has not yet applied for State pension.  I have ar-
ranged for a copy of the person’s social insurance contribution record to issue to them, together 
with an application form for State pension (contributory).

Under current eligibility conditions an individual must have 520 full-rate paid contributions 
in order to qualify for standard State pension (contributory).  520 full-rate contributions equate 
to 10 years of full-rate insurable employment. Factors such as an individual’s social insurance 
record, their attachment to the workforce, and their countries of employment affect the rate of 
pension entitlement.  

On receipt of a completed application, the person’s pension entitlement can be examined by 
a Deciding Officer and they will be notified of the outcome.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRVV03500Public Services Card

24/03/2021WRVV036001039. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration will 
be given to removing the requirement for a deed poll to be completed in order to receive a 
public services card in circumstances in which a gender recognition certificate has already been 
issued; if the decision on this matter will be made at an early date; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15793/21]

24/03/2021WRVV03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can confirm that there 
is no requirement for a person who has been issued a Gender Recognition Certificate (GRC) to 
provide evidence of a Deed Poll change of name or two years proof of usage of their new name, 
before being issued a Public Services Card (PSC)

Where an individual holds a PSC in their previous identity, they will need to replace it with 
a new PSC to reflect their new identity. To do so, they can present their GRC, showing their new 
name, when they attend an office to be issued with a new PSC. 

If they do not already hold a PSC, they can present their GRC showing their new name when 
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they attend a PSC appointment.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRVV03800Back to Education Allowance

24/03/2021WRVV039001040. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
expanding the back to education allowance to include those progressing in third level education 
and undertaking masters’ degrees or doctorates; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15815/21]

24/03/2021WRVV04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The back to education 
allowance scheme (BTEA) provides people with a second chance education that will improve 
their prospects of securing employment.  It enables eligible people to pursue approved educa-
tion courses and to continue to receive income support for the duration of a course of study, 
subject to meeting certain conditions.

The BTEA is not intended to provide a basis for a long-duration participation in extended 
education.  This approach is informed by research evidence.  Evidence from econometric stud-
ies shows that the ‘lock-in’ effect of long duration return to education programmes can exceed 
the progression effect and reduce employment prospects. 

In limited cases post-graduate courses can be supported under this scheme. BTEA can be 
approved where the applicant intends to undertake studies leading to a Higher Diploma (H.Dip) 
in any discipline or the Professional Masters in Education.  Additionally BTEA support may 
be awarded for a Master’s degree based solely on life experience where the applicant holds no 
other third level qualification. 

The BTEA was never intended to be an alternative form of funding for people pursuing third 
level education.  The student universal support Ireland (SUSI) grant represents the primary sup-
port for persons pursuing education. 

I trust this clarifies the position at this time.

24/03/2021WRVV04100Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

24/03/2021WRVV042001041. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a pan-
demic unemployment payment ceased for a person (details supplied); if the payment will be 
reinstated; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15875/21]

24/03/2021WRVV04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The COVID-19 Pandem-
ic Unemployment Payment  (PUP) is available to employees and the self-employed who have 
lost their job on (or after) March 13 2020 due to the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic as per 
the scheme criteria.  The person concerned had been in receipt of weekly PUP payments in 2020 
since the start of the pandemic until she returned to work in July 2020.  

When the employment of the person concerned ended again in October, and subsequent 
PUP applications were received, payment could not be awarded as no verifiable records of self-
employment were available to the Department from the Revenue Commissioners.  The Depart-
ment only accepts earnings which have been notified to Revenue and subject to PRSI, and the 
most recent records available from Revenue are used by the Department to determine the PUP 
rate payable.
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I can advise the Deputy that the self employment records for 2019 for the person concerned 
have now been made available to Revenue, and to this Department; and a PUP payment has 
been put in place, with the first weekly payment, including arrears, due on 30/03/2021.   

 I trust that this clarifies the matter.

24/03/2021WRVV04400Household Benefits Scheme

24/03/2021WRVV045001042. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a house-
hold benefit will be made available in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15893/21]

24/03/2021WRVV04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned can 
apply online at MyWelfare.ie for the Household Benefits Package if they have a verified My-
GovID account, or they can complete the application form which has issued to them.

On receipt of their claim, the person’s entitlement will be examined and they will be noti-
fied of the outcome without delay.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1043 answered with Question No. 972.

24/03/2021WRVV04800Community Employment Schemes

24/03/2021WRVV049001044. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on provid-
ing funding for additional activation officers to assist organisations in recruiting for community 
employment programme employees during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15938/21]

24/03/2021WRVV050001045. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the process by which 
activation officers for the community employment programme are searching for and recruiting 
eligible persons to participate in the programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15939/21]

24/03/2021WRVV051001046. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the way activation 
officers for the community employment programme match eligible persons in their area of 
responsibility with the relevant organisations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15940/21]

24/03/2021WRVV05200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1044 to 1046, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is aware, Community Employment (CE) is an active labour market pro-
gramme designed to provide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged 
persons with an opportunity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, 
fixed-term basis.

The Department provides Public Employment Services (PES) which offer support and ad-
vice to people seeking employment.  The PES provides jobseekers with various supports dur-
ing an  activation process which can include referrals to education or training, employment 
support schemes and other supports to help them back into employment.   The primary focus 
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is on providing the necessary supports to the jobseeker to support them back to work.  CE 
provides an essential support in enhancing the employability of disadvantaged and long term 
unemployed people by providing work experience and training opportunities in providing ser-
vices in local communities.

One of the measures introduced in the July Jobs Stimulus announced by the Government 
last July, in response to the impact of the pandemic and resultant public health restrictions on 
the labour market and the economy,  was to increase the capacity of the PES in Intreo Offices 
and through contracted services to further support jobseekers through job search advice and 
assistance.  The capacity of Intreo Centres is being increased, with the assignment of an ad-
ditional 100 staff. Recruitment for these posts is almost complete, with  an additional 85 of 
these staff now in place in these new roles. In addition my Department is currently preparing 
procurement exercises for contracted employment services. The first phase will be the provision 
of employment services in some areas not currently served by a Local Employment Service 
(LES) contractor and the second phase will be to procure new contracted  services from 2022.

These additional resources will be central to meeting the increased demand for services, 
including recruitment to existing employment support schemes, post COVID, given the impact 
of the resultant public health restrictions on employment in some sectors of the economy.

CE sponsoring authorities are encouraged by my Department officials to promote aware-
ness of the benefits of CE in their local communities and when advertising vacancies.  They can 
advertise their vacancies on www.jobsireland.ie, the Department’s online job advertising and 
recruitment service for job candidates and employers, including CE sponsors.

Jobseekers are advised that they can register their interest through this website or by con-
tacting a case officer in their local Intreo Centre who will determine their eligibility for the CE 
scheme. The facility to register interest in CE schemes was introduced on the website in August 
2020 in response to the Covid 19 pandemic and details of those who have registered interest 
are distributed daily to the relevant Intreo Centre for follow up by a case officer directly with 
the jobseeker. 

In addition to the expressions of interest received via JobsIreland.ie, Department case of-
ficers can also match CE vacancies from the website with potential CE candidates to identify 
possible referral and placement opportunities for long term unemployed jobseekers.  Depart-
ment case officers also use the system to review current CE vacancies to identify potential CE 
placements. Referrals to CE have continued throughout the current level 5 restrictions where it 
is safe and appropriate to do so. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

  Questions Nos. 1047 and 1048 answered with Question No. 970.

24/03/2021WRVV05700Community Employment Schemes

24/03/2021WRVV058001049. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
employed in the community employment programme in County Cork in each of the years 2015 
to 2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15943/21]

24/03/2021WRVV05900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): The 
Community Employment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to pro-
vide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportu-
nity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed-term basis.   
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The information sought by the Deputy is set out beneath.

End Dec Participant Supervisor Total
2020 1,736 103 1,839
2019 1,901 105 2,006
2018 1,925 104 2,029
2017 1,932 108 2,040
2016 * * 2,088
2015 * * 2,090
 * Breakdown of participant and supervisor figures not available.

I am fully committed to the future of this program and will continue to support and improve 
the programme for the benefit of the CE participants and the valuable contribution being made 
to local communities through the provision of services.

24/03/2021WRVV06000Community Employment Schemes

24/03/2021WRVV061001050. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the absolute and rela-
tive number of persons who have successfully entered employment after participating in the 
community employment programme in each of the years 2015 to 2020; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15944/21]

24/03/2021WRVV062001051. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the absolute and rela-
tive number of persons who have returned to social protection payments after participating in 
the community employment programme in each of the years 2015 to 2020; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [15945/21]

24/03/2021WRVV06300Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1050 and 1051 together.

Community Employment (CE) is an active labour market programme designed to provide 
eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportunity to 
engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed-term basis.

The table below identifies those individuals who have successfully entered employment and 
those that have returned to a social protection payment having ended their participation on CE 
between 2015 and 2019.  The figures for 2020 will be available in the coming period.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1050-24-03-21_en.docx”>Table</a>]

24/03/2021WRVV06500Personal Public Service Numbers

24/03/2021WRVV066001052. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if a personal public 
service number will be issued to a person (details supplied). [15970/21]

24/03/2021WRVV06700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can confirm that my 
Department has allocated a Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) to the individual referred 
to by the Deputy. A letter issued on 22nd March 2021 with details of her PPSN.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.



Questions - Written Answers

604

24/03/2021WRWW0010024/03/2021WRWW00200Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRWW003001053. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection the total Covid-19-
related spend in 2020 by her Department, agency and budget line item; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [16279/21]

24/03/2021WRWW00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Covid-19-related spend 
by the Department of Social Protection in 2020 was €9,112.7 million made up as follows:

1. €4,978.0m on the Pandemic Unemployment Payment;

2. €2,706.1m on the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS);

3. €1,371.7m on the Employee Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS);

4. €56.9m on Covid-19 Illness Benefit.

These figures are provisional and are subject to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral.

24/03/2021WRWW00600Refugee Resettlement Programme

24/03/2021WRWW006501054. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth if he will expand the number of asylum seekers and refugees from Greece 
that Ireland has committed to relocate from 50 to 400; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15757/21]

24/03/2021WRWW007001055. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the status of the transfer of families and unaccompanied children from the Moria 
camp, Greece to Ireland; if the 64 persons that Ireland has committed to admit have arrived 
here; his views on the call by a group (details supplied) to increase the number being admitted 
from the camp to 400; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15779/21]

24/03/2021WRWW009001056. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he is pursuing the relocation of the 50 persons (details supplied) from Lesvos, 
Greece; the date on which the relocation will take place; and his plans to assist the allocation of 
a further 400 persons to Ireland. [15781/21]

24/03/2021WRWW010001057. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his plans to accept and welcome refugees to Ireland who are in camps on the 
Greek island of Lesvos; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15787/21]

24/03/2021WRWW011001058. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if his attention has been drawn to the recent open letter signed by over 
300 medical practitioners from across Ireland calling on the Government to commit to accept-
ing and relocating 400 refugees and asylum seekers from the Greek island of Lesvos; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15865/21]

24/03/2021WRWW012001059. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 588 of 16 October 2020, if a further 
offer has been made to the Greek authorities to accept into Ireland asylum seekers currently in 
Lesvos; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15956/21]
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24/03/2021WRWW013001102. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if he will engage with medics in Lesbos in order to assist to urgently progress 
the move to Ireland of refugees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15821/21]

24/03/2021WRWW01400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1055 to 1059, inclusive, and 1102 together.

I am aware of the open letter signed by healthcare professionals in Ireland concerning asy-
lum seekers and refugees on Lesvos.

The Government pledge of last October to resettle up to 50 people from Lesvos was in addi-
tion to the commitment that Ireland had already made with the UNHCR to resettle 2,900 refu-
gees to Ireland between 2020 and 2023. No further offer has been made to the Greek authorities.

Families have been accepted by Ireland, subject to any assessment, security or otherwise to 
be undertaken.

My Department is working with the Greek authorities and other relevant stakeholders to 
effect their relocation to Ireland as soon as possible, with due regard to Covid-19 protocols and 
restrictions.

In Budget 2021, I secured an additional €5m to support Tusla in providing dedicated services  
to  accelerate the intake of the remaining unaccompanied refugee children in Greece to whom 
we have committed. Tusla have developed a range of accommodation options to receive and 
provide specialist care for the children. Changes at European Union level in the  procedures for 
managing the relocation of unaccompanied minors led to a pause in the transfer of all children.

These changes have been successfully implemented at EU level and Ireland has now re-
ceived a list of unaccompanied minors who could potentially come here, following appropriate 
security checking and preparation.  Tusla are ready to receive these children as soon as they can 
travel safely. Tusla and my Department are working with the Greek authorities and the HSE to 
progress the safest travel and relocation options as soon as possible, within the scope of current 
travel and quarantine restrictions.

24/03/2021WRWW01900Human Rights

24/03/2021WRWW020001060. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if details will be provided on Ireland’s UN Universal Periodic Review 
in November 2021; the reporting stages, public consultations and deadlines for submissions by 
civil society regarding the cycle 3 review of same; the type of engagement with the public and 
civil society on Ireland’s upcoming review; the reason no information on the review or consul-
tation is available on his Department’s website; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13901/21]

24/03/2021WRWW02100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department intends on holding stakeholder consultation sessions ahead of 
the drafting of Ireland’s National UPR report and the State’s subsequent appearance for review 
under the third cycle in November 2021. The report is due to be submitted by the 9 August 2021 
and drafting of the report is being coordinated by my Department.

My Department has commenced contacting stakeholders to seek input into the national 
report. Further consultations with civil society organisations and with interested members of 
the public, including a consultation dedicated to children, will take place in April 2021. The 
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Department will structure these consultations on a thematic basis, seeking views of participants 
on key areas of the Draft Report.

Details of the consultations will be published shortly on www.gov.ie/en/consultations/.

24/03/2021WRWW02200Ministerial Correspondence

24/03/2021WRWW023001061. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if he will consider and respond to all aspects contained in correspondence 
(details supplied) sent to him. [13933/21]

24/03/2021WRWW02400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I can advise the Deputy that my officials are currently examining the correspon-
dence in question and a response will issue to the person concerned in due course.

24/03/2021WRWW02500Equality Issues

24/03/2021WRWW026001062. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the status of the new national action plan against racism; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13959/21]

24/03/2021WRWW02700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Anti-Racism Committee was appointed in June 2020, with a mandate to re-
view current evidence and practice and make recommendations to Government on how best to 
strengthen its approach to tackling racism. The Anti-Racism Committee’s purpose is to develop 
an understanding of the nature and prevalence of racism in Ireland, and to work towards achiev-
ing a social consensus on actions required, by State and non-State actors.  The Committee has 
submitted its Interim Report which I intend to bring to government shortly.  In addition the 
Committee is about to commence a series of Public Consultations, in keeping with its Terms of 
References.  The Committee will recommend to Government its National Action Plan Against 
Racism by the end of 2021.

24/03/2021WRWW02800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRWW029001063. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his plans to support an organisation (details supplied) during the Covid-19 pan-
demic; if he will make a grant to the organisation to ensure the continuation of its services to 
young persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13979/21]

24/03/2021WRWW03000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The ongoing management of the organisation referred to by the Deputy is a mat-
ter for their Board, including the challenges being presented due to the recent Covid-19 restric-
tions. 

My Department provides substantial funding to this organisation, which plays an important 
role in providing young people with opportunities for developmental experiences and infor-
mal learning.  All of the youth funding provided by my Department has been maintained fully 
throughout the ongoing period of restrictions. In addition, I secured an increase in 2021 for 
youth services, including an increase for the organisation referred to by the Deputy. I have no 
plans to provide additional funding to this organisation.
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My officials are in regular contact with youth sector representatives in relation to the impact 
of the pandemic and associated health restrictions. It is of importance that Exchequer funding 
to youth services nationally is protected and I am satisfied that Government has been able to 
continue to support them. My officials will continue to work closely with youth organisations 
and will actively monitor the situation.

24/03/2021WRWW03100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRWW032001064. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the guidelines in relation to informal childcare arrangements during the 
current lockdown for when primary school finishes in the early afternoon and a childminder is 
available to assist in which parents are working full-time; if these arrangements are permitted 
during March 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14039/21]

24/03/2021WRWW03300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The well-being, health and safety of children, their families and those working in 
the sector is a priority for my Department. A dedicated web-page was developed https://first5.
gov.ie/guidance to provide guidance during the Covid-19 pandemic for parents and service 
providers on the reopening, operating and use of early learning and care (ELC) and school-age 
childcare (SAC) services including all childminders.

Guidance is based on the latest public health advice available from the Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre (HPSC) in the HSE, which has been approved by the Expert Advisory 
Group of the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET). The public health advice is 
subject to ongoing review/updating by the HPSC. If the public health advice changes, the guid-
ance documents on the web-page change accordingly. Every ELC and SAC setting is different 
and service providers including childminders will need to use their professional judgement in 
determining how best to comply with the public health advice while ensuring high quality prac-
tice to support children’s well-being, learning and development.

Childminders are allowed to remain open for the care of vulnerable children and the chil-
dren of essential workers until 28 March.  From 29 March childminders can operate for all 
children without restriction of eligibility.

24/03/2021WRWW03400Childcare Services

24/03/2021WRWW035001065. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if his Department will provide additional financial assistance to childcare 
providers who have experienced significant increases in insurance bills in 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14055/21]

24/03/2021WRWW03600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I understand that there has been some increase in brokerage fees for the majority 
of childcare providers, but that there has not been a general or significant increase in premiums 
for childcare providers.  

 Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Aged Childcare (SAC) services are required 
to have insurance as part of their registration with Tulsa, the independent regulator of the sec-
tor.  My Department provides funding to childcare providers under a number of programmes to 
provide fully or partly subsidised childcare services to families.  Childcare providers are private 
businesses and my Department does not provide funding for specific operational costs such as 
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insurance.

With regard to the cost of insurance, it is important to note that neither the Government, nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland, can direct the pricing or provision of insurance products, as this is a 
commercial matter which individual companies assess on a case-by-case basis. This position is 
reinforced by the EU Single Market framework for insurance (the Solvency II Directive) which 
expressly prohibits Member States from doing so.

Notwithstanding this, insurance reform is a priority for this Government. The Action Plan 
for Insurance Reform, which was launched on 8 December 2020, contains a range of deliver-
ables in a number of Government Department policy areas. It is intended that the cumulative 
effect of the implementation of the actions will be to improve the insurance environment, in 
particular for businesses. I am a member of the Sub-Group for Insurance Reform, chaired by 
An Tánaiste, which has been set up within the Cabinet Committee for Economic Recovery and 
Investment to implement these reforms, and will publish progress reports every six months. 

Seeking to secure a more sustainable and competitive market through deepening and widen-
ing the supply of insurance in Ireland remains a key policy priority for this Government. In this 
regard, it is the Government’s intention to ensure that the implementation of the Action Plan can 
have a positive impact on the affordability and availability of insurance for individuals, busi-
nesses and voluntary groups, including childcare providers.

24/03/2021WRWW03700Childcare Services

24/03/2021WRWW038001066. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many childcare providers have 
received insurance bills substantially higher in 2021 than previously; the actions he plans to 
take in response to this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14056/21]

24/03/2021WRWW03900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I understand that there has been some increase in brokerage fees for the majority 
of childcare providers, but that there has not been a general increase in premiums for childcare 
providers.

It is important to note that neither the Government, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can 
direct the pricing or provision of insurance products, as this is a commercial matter which indi-
vidual companies assess on a case-by-case basis. This position is reinforced by the EU Single 
Market framework for insurance (the Solvency II Directive) which expressly prohibits Member 
States from doing so.

Notwithstanding this, insurance reform is a priority for this Government. The Action Plan 
for Insurance Reform, which was launched on 8 December 2020, contains a range of deliver-
ables in a number of Government Department policy areas. It is intended that the cumulative 
effect of the implementation of the actions will be to improve the insurance environment, in 
particular for businesses. I am a member of the Sub-Group for Insurance Reform, chaired by 
An Tánaiste, which has been set up within the Cabinet Committee for Economic Recovery and 
Investment to implement these reforms, and will publish progress reports every six months. The 
Plan is ambitious, with 95% of actions due to be completed by the end of 2021. Work is already 
underway in relation to certain areas, including:

- increasing market transparency through the National Claims Information Database (NCID), 
including for employer and public liability insurance;
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- making proposals on increasing competition in the Irish insurance market;

- working to remove dual pricing from the insurance market, following the publication of 
the Central Bank’s final report on the matter;

- reviewing the duty of care to strengthen waivers and notices to increase protections for 
consumers, businesses, sporting clubs and community groups; and

- looking at how to further enhance the role of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board 
(PIAB).

As the Deputy may be aware, the recent publication of the Personal Injuries Guidelines by 
the Judicial Council also represents another key element of the Action Plan. The Guidelines, 
which will be used by both PIAB and the judiciary, significantly reduce award levels for many 
categories of common injuries, and should provide greater certainty to insurers and claimants. It 
is therefore expected that, in time, the new Guidelines will also help to reduce the overall cost of 
insurance and will see many claims settled more quickly and with lower associated legal costs.

Seeking to secure a more sustainable and competitive market through deepening and widen-
ing the supply of insurance in Ireland remains a key policy priority for this Government. In this 
regard, it is the Government’s intention to ensure that the implementation of the Action Plan can 
have a positive impact on the affordability and availability of insurance for individuals, busi-
nesses and voluntary groups, including childcare providers.

24/03/2021WRWW04000Constitutional Amendments

24/03/2021WRWW041001067. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the progress of plans to remove Article 41.2 of Bunreacht na hÉireann by way 
of a referendum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14129/21]

24/03/2021WRWW04200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Government has committed in the Programme for Government ‘Our Shared 
Future’ to consider whether there should be a referendum on Article 41.2 of the Constitution, 
informed by the work of the Citizens’ Assembly on gender equality. The work of the Citizens’ 
Assembly on gender equality was interrupted in 2020 and delayed by the impact of Covid-19. 
The Assembly has adapted its methods to comply with public health guidelines and resumed its 
work with online meetings with the aim of reporting by June 2021. The Government has com-
mitted to respond to the Citizen’s Assembly’s recommendations.

24/03/2021WRWW04300Disability Support Services

24/03/2021WRWW044001068. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if a directory will be compiled of access officers for local authorities and Depart-
ments. [14139/21]

24/03/2021WRWW04500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Under Section 26(2) of the Disability Act 2005 each Public Body is required 
to have at least one officer authorised to act in the capacity of “access officer”. That officer is 
responsible, where appropriate, in providing or arranging for and co-ordinating assistance and 
guidance to persons with disabilities in accessing the services provided by that body.

In accordance with Section 30 of the Act, the National Disability Authority (NDA)  pre-
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pared the “Code of Practice on Accessibility of Public Services and Information provided by 
Public Bodies”. In accordance with this Code, details for contacting my Department’s access 
officer is available on the Department website, so that the general public is made aware of who 
they can contact to avail of assistance in accessing the services of the Department.

Neither the Disability Act nor the Code of Practice provides for the compilation of a direc-
tory of access officers for local authorities and Departments.

24/03/2021WRWW04600Early Years Sector

24/03/2021WRWW047001069. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the supports and guidance in place for providers of early years services to 
facilitate the safe reopening and operation during the Covid-19 period; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14178/21]

24/03/2021WRWW04800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): In January, early learning and childcare services were restricted to children of 
essential workers and vulnerable children only, and the ECCE Programme was suspended. As 
part of a careful and cautious reopening of priority sectors of society and the economy, these 
services have now begun to open for other groups of children throughout March on a phased 
basis. 

The ECCE Programme resumed for all participating children from 8 March. Subject to pub-
lic health advice, other restrictions on access to ELC/SAC services, will be lifted on 29 March 
so that all other children can return to services.  

My Department is committed to supporting services to operate safely. The current advice 
from the HSE is that no change is required to the Infection Prevention and Control guidance 
for services providing ELC during the pandemic. Services have been following this guidance 
effectively and it has helped to minimise risk of spread of infection within services. This will be 
kept under review and the impact of the return of services and schools will be monitored closely 
over the coming weeks. 

A package of funding measures are in place to support the phased reopening. From 8 March, 
there was a return to normal funding arrangements for Department schemes. A COVID-19 Op-
erating Support Payment (COSP) introduced in February has been extended until 26 March for 
eligible services. This will help to offset loss of parental fees for services which are highly reli-
ant on private income. Services will continue to be eligible for the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS) at enhanced rates and are exempt from the turnover rule. The EWSS has been 
extended until the end of June.

In addition, a COVID-19 Impact Support has been introduced as part of the DCEDIY Sus-
tainability Fund. Where a service has sustainability concerns as a result of the current restric-
tions, additional supports may be made available under this fund.

All measures taken in response to COVID-19 are under ongoing review by my Department, 
and should the public health advice change, our response will reflect that. 

Detailed guidance for services, including FAQs can be found at: https://first5.gov.ie/guid-
ance

24/03/2021WRWW04900Childcare Services
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24/03/2021WRWW050001070. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will consider developing a community childcare facility at a site (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14221/21]

24/03/2021WRWW05100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department has, since 2015, administered an annual capital funding pro-
gramme, under which early learning and care and school aged childcare services which are 
registered with Tulsa can access capital funding.  

The purpose or target of the funding is determined on an annual basis having regard to the 
needs of children, families and service providers and Departmental priorities. 

There is no specific capital funding available for development works in 2021.

However there are a number of supports which childcare providers, and intending childcare 
providers, can access.  

My Department funds City and County Childcare Committees (CCCs) who offer a wide va-
riety of supports to parents and childcare providers,  including advice on setting up a childcare 
business, information on grants and low cost local enterprise loans which may be available to 
services, as well as commercial borrowing. The CCC’s also offer support on applying for the 
various funding schemes administered by my Department.  Contact details for all of the CCCs 
are available at myccc.ie.

24/03/2021WRWW05200Carer’s Leave

24/03/2021WRWW053001071. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth his plans to extend carer’s leave as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic; if not, 
if the proposal will be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14236/21]

24/03/2021WRWW05400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Section 6 of the Carer’s Leave Act 2001 provides that employees with at least one 
year’s continuous service are entitled to take up to 104 weeks of carer’s leave to enable them to 
provide full-time care and attention to a person who is in need of such care.

Carer’s Leave is unpaid but an employee may also qualify for Carer’s Benefit or Carer’s Al-
lowance, the payment of which is a matter for the Minister for Social Protection.

There are no plans to amend the Carer’s Leave Act at present.

24/03/2021WRWW05500Birth Certificates

24/03/2021WRWW056001072. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the steps he is taking in relation to birth certificates which are known to be falsi-
fied; the way in which he is engaging with the persons affected; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14338/21]

24/03/2021WRWW05700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): There are 151 individuals to date in respect of whom illegal birth registrations 
have been confirmed, from the files of Saint Patrick’s Guild.  I am aware of the complexity of 
the issues that are arising for them as a consequence of their birth registration, and it is a priority 
for me to address it, in conjunction with my ministerial colleagues.
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I have established an Interdepartmental Working Group to identify the issues that have 
arisen for these individuals and to propose solutions, including legislative solutions if required. 
I have asked the group to report back to me with an integrated set of proposals within two 
months.  I intend to then consult with the individuals themselves on the proposals.

I have already extended an invitation to meet with some of the individuals affected, who 
made contact with me.  I want to hear directly from them on their stories, their concerns and 
what they want to happen next.  I am committed to engaging with them on addressing the con-
sequences of their birth registration.

24/03/2021WRWW05800Family Resource Centres

24/03/2021WRWW059001073. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth if he will report on the stalled building of the new premises at a location 
(details supplied) which needs a two-month lead in for inspections by Tusla before beginning 
operations in the new location; his plans to ensure that there is no delay of these vital services 
while this matter is being resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14364/21]

24/03/2021WRWW06000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I am aware of the concerns of the organisation to which the Deputy refers, and 
have been contacted in this regard by the organisation itself and by public representatives on its 
behalf. Tusla has advised of its support of the project.

The Department of the Taoiseach leads the Government response to COVID-19, and has 
issued guidelines for construction work during the current Level 5 restrictions, published on

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/#construction-and-develop-
ment

It is a matter for the organisation in question to consider the relevant public health guidance 
including Level 5 restrictions on construction and take whatever course of action is appropriate.

I have asked Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy with regard to the operational elements 
of your question.

24/03/2021WRWW06100Disability Support Services

24/03/2021WRWW062001074. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if there are financial supports either for the service providers directly or for 
the adults with disabilities that attend day services or who live in residential homes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14399/21]

24/03/2021WRWW06300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that I am not in a position to comment on this mat-
ter. This is more appropriate for the attention of my Cabinet colleague, the Minister for Health.

24/03/2021WRWW06400Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRWW065001075. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the details of the process through which his Department drafts and produces 
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legislation; if his Department outsources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the 
drafting was outsourced since he took office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each 
Bill. [14414/21]

24/03/2021WRWW06600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department follows the guidance for preparing legislation as set in the Cabi-
net Handbook. Following approval of a legislative proposal by Government, the Department 
prepares the General Scheme and Heads of Bill for submission to Government for approv-
al. The draft text of the Bill is then prepared by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel with 
input from Department officials. The draft Bill is submitted to Government for approval prior 
to its publication.

Since I took office, the Department has been provided with external legal   assistance in 
relation to the Commission of Investigation (Mother and Baby Homes and certain related Mat-
ters) Records, and another matter, Act 2020 (No. 20 of 2020) at a cost of €2,800. This entailed 
working with officials to identify options and legislative solutions to protect the Commission’s 
database and ensure it could be made available for information and tracing purposes.  As part 
of this work, the external legal expert engaged with officials on the development of an initial 
draft Heads of Bill.   

My Department is currently preparing draft legislation in relation to birth information and 
tracing, with assistance from legal experts nominated by the Attorney General. In this case, of-
ficials of my Department have been working intensively on the policy and practical details re-
lating to the legislation, with a view to having Heads of Bill available shortly. In order to assist 
matters, the Attorney General has assigned a number of legal experts on various aspects of the 
legislation to assist in drafting the Heads of Bill.  They are working closely with my Department 
in accordance with the policy instructions prepared by my Department. This approach brings 
the benefit of valuable inputs from leading legal experts in the field, while my Department still 
retains responsibility for leading on and taking responsibility for the overall legislative propos-
als.

24/03/2021WRWW06700Childcare Services

24/03/2021WRWW068001076. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth his plans to address the lack of provision of childcare services for babies aged 
six to 12 months of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14482/21]

24/03/2021WRWW06900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): A key policy objective of my Department is to improve affordability, accessibil-
ity and quality of Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC). A 141% 
increase in investment over the last number of years has led to a doubling in the number of 
children receiving free or subsidised early learning and care and school-age childcare. It has 
also supported the sector to increase the number of places available.

First 5, the ten-year whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young children and their 
families pledges to build on this progress. Among key strategic actions in First 5 is a commit-
ment to ‘maintain and extend the supply of high-quality publicly subsidised ELC and SAC to 
best serve the developmental needs of babies and young children, ensuring that it also reflects 
the needs and preferences of parents and families’.

To deliver on this strategic action, a range of actions are under way, including an update of 
the National Planning Guidelines for the development of early learning and care and school-age 
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childcare settings, the extension of regulation to all paid, non-relative childminders on a phased 
basis and the development of a strategic capital investment plan to deliver large-scale capital 
investment under Project 2040. The development of a new funding model for ELC and SAC 
also seeks to address issues of accessibility. 

Each year Pobal conducts research on behalf of my Department to examine a number of 
factors related to childcare services in Ireland, including the monitoring of capacity. The most 
recently available Early Years Sector Profile report, which was published in November 2019 
indicates that existing childcare provision, in general, meets current needs nationwide in terms 
of capacity, whilst recognising that small pockets of under supply may exist within this. My 
Department also funds 30 City and County Childcare Committees across the country. Part of 
their role is to advise my Department on capacity issues. 

My Department actively monitors supply and demand, and will continue to build on the 
progress achieved over the past decade in order to ensure that ELC services are accessible, af-
fordable and high-quality.

24/03/2021WRWW07000Ministerial Correspondence

24/03/2021WRWW071001077. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will address a matter raised in correspondence by a person (details sup-
plied). [14485/21]

24/03/2021WRWW07200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019 introduced two weeks of paid Parents’ 
Leave for each parent to be taken in the first year after the birth or adoptive placement of a child.

In December 2020, the Government approved the drafting of a Parents’ Leave Bill to pro-
vide an additional three weeks of paid Parents’ Leave to each parent, and to extend the period 
in which the leave can be taken to the first two years after the birth or adoptive placement of a 
child.

The Government published the Family Leave Bill 2021 on 9 March 2021 which provides 
for these amendments and the Bill passed Committee and Report Stages in the Seanad on 22 
March 2021. The Bill is being considered by the Dáil today. The aim is that this legislation will 
be enacted by the beginning of April 2021 and that parents will be able to apply for Parents’ 
Leave immediately thereafter.

24/03/2021WRXX00200Assisted Decision-Making

24/03/2021WRXX003001078. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill, which is listed 
in the legislative programme for spring 2021, now belongs to his Department; the reason it is 
not under the remit of the Minister for Health; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14588/21]

24/03/2021WRXX00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I can confirm that the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill 
is the responsibility of my Department.  It transferred to my Department from the Department 
of Justice in October last year under S.I. No. 436/2020 Disability, Equality, Human Rights, In-
tegration and Reception (Transfer of Departmental Administration and Ministerial Functions) 



24 March 2021

615

Order 2020.  This legislation was not the responsibility of the Minister for Health but has trans-
ferred to me because it is a key part of the reforms necessary to implement the Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for which I am responsible.

The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (the 2015 Act) provides a modern statu-
tory framework to support decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties.  It ultimately 
provides for the end of the wardship system and the establishment of a new Decision Support 
Service (DSS).  The 2015 Act is primarily the policy responsibility of my Department except 
for Part 8 of the 2015 Act which deals with advance healthcare planning and is the responsibil-
ity of the Department of Health.   

My Department chairs the Inter-Departmental Steering Group (IDSG), previously under the 
remit of the Department of Justice and Equality, which includes the Decision Support Service, 
the Mental Health Commission, the Courts Service, the HSE and the Department of Health.  Its 
remit is to ensure that IDSG members are taking the actions necessary to ensure that the 2015 
Act is commenced by June 2022.  To this end I secured a budget of €5.8m for 2021 for the DSS 
to enable it to develop the necessary systems, including IT systems, to become operational.  My 
officials are also working on the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill with 
the aim of enactment by year-end.  

24/03/2021WRXX00500Direct Provision System

24/03/2021WRXX006001079. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 128 of 10 March 2021, the reason for the 
substantial increase in the cost of the direct provision system in 2019 and 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14611/21]

24/03/2021WRXX00700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As noted to the Deputy in my answer to Parliamentary Question No. 628 of 10 
March 2021, there was a spend of €183.037 million in 2020 on the provision of accommodation 
and services for International Protection applicants compared to €129.408 million in 2019, an 
increase of €53.629 million.

I am committed to improving conditions in our International Protection accommodation 
centres. As such, six new accommodation centres were opened in 2020, all of which provide fa-
cilities for independent living with two also providing own door accommodation. The addition 
of the new centres contributed to an increased spend of €24.8 million between the years 2019 
and 2020. This increase accounts for 46% of the total increase between the two years.

Since March 2020 many measures have been put in place by IPAS in response to Covid-19 
which also contributed to the increase in costs.  These include increased capacity to support 
physical and social distancing; improved provision for self-isolation facilities in centres;  offsite 
self-isolation and quarantine centres; and enhanced cleaning regimes and provision of PPE. 
These measures account for over one-third of the total increase in spending between the years 
2019 and 2020, adding €19.2 million to the spend in 2020.

While the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic and the introduction of global travel restrictions 
resulted in a decrease in the number of new international protection applications being made in 
2020, the number of residents being accommodated by my Department remained high and the 
necessary use of temporary accommodation centres continued.  However, we have managed 
to greatly reduce the numbers of premises being used for this purpose from 44 since peak use 
in early 2020 to 24 now. The continued need for the use of temporary accommodation con-
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tracts accounted for an increase of €9.5 million in 2020. 

Additional utility costs in the State-owned accommodation centres accounted for the re-
mainder of the increased costs.

24/03/2021WRXX00800Direct Provision Payments

24/03/2021WRXX009001080. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 164 of 25 October 2018, the way in which 
he plans to ensure that direct provision centres will provide period products to all residents who 
need them; and if he plans to amend the direct provision contracts for the products to be pro-
cured and distributed to direct provision centres. [14699/21]

24/03/2021WRXX01000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As part of the initiative to prevent period poverty and promote gender equality I 
can confirm that, as of 15 March 2021, period products are now provided free of charge in all 
International Protection accommodation centres across the country. 

From 15 March 2021, residents being accommodated in centres that offer the points-based 
foodhall system will no longer have points deducted when obtaining period products. Residents 
living in centres without this facility will continue to receive period products free of charge 
from centre management. Details of this initiative will also be published in the residents’ news-
letter for March.

Centre management have been instructed to invoice the International Protection Procure-
ment Services (IPPS) in my Department to recoup any additional costs they incur as a result of 
this change.

24/03/2021WRXX01100Adoption Data

24/03/2021WRXX012001081. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of couples and individual persons who have been approved to adopt 
a child and who are currently waiting to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14702/21]

24/03/2021WRXX01300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the subject matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter 
for Tusla and the Adoption Authority of Ireland, I have referred the matter to them for a direct 
reply.

24/03/2021WRXX01400Adoption Data

24/03/2021WRXX015001082. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of same-sex couples who have adopted a child in each year from 
2015 to date; the barriers that exist in terms of same sex couples obtaining legal rights in this 
area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14703/21]

24/03/2021WRXX01600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the subject matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter for 
the Adoption Authority of Ireland, I have referred the matter to them for a direct reply.
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24/03/2021WRXX01700Adoption Services

24/03/2021WRXX018001083. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the measures his Department has taken to promote adoption as a positive alter-
native for children in vulnerable circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14704/21]

24/03/2021WRXX01900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Adoption (Amendment) Act 2017 provides important opportunities for some 
children, who might otherwise have spent years in foster care and for whom adoption is consid-
ered an appropriate intervention, to have the security of a permanent, adoptive family.

In particular for children in care, the Adoption (Amendment) Act 2017 includes the right 
of any child to be adopted, irrespective of the marital status of his or her parents, where both 
parents consent to the placing of the child and to the making of an adoption order.

The Act introduced a new test in cases of the adoption of children whose parents fail in their 
duty towards them. It provides for the adoption of a child who has been in state care continu-
ously for a period of 36 months and where there are no reasonable prospects that birth parents 
will be able to care for the child. The adoption order is granted only if the child has lived with 
the applicants continuously for not less than 18 months. The Act emphasises that in the resolu-
tion of these cases the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration. By con-
trast, previously, it had to be shown that the parents’ failure to care for the child would continue 
until their 18th birthday before an adoption could be progressed.

Where a child in care wishes to be adopted by their foster parents, Tusla Adoption Services 
work with the Adoption Authority of Ireland to progress these adoptions. In 2019, there were 
21 children adopted from long term foster care.

My Department continues to engage with Tusla and the Adoption Authority of Ireland on 
this issue.

24/03/2021WRXX02000Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRXX021001084. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the five most recent significant capital projects in the major functional re-
sponsibilities of his Department that have required his sanction; the time that elapsed between 
the initial submission of the proposal for consideration until the construction commenced; the 
significant elements making up this period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the 
planning process; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of 
contractors; and the way this duration compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the 
outset of the process. [14772/21]

24/03/2021WRXX02200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department’s total capital provision as a proportion of total gross allocation 
is less than 2% in 2021 or €36.1m (including capital carryover of approx €4.1m from 2020).  
My Department has not to date undertaken significant capital projects as envisaged by the 
Deputy’s question.

Capital allocations in my Department in 2021 are made in four policy areas, namely:

- Tusla capital works (€18.7m)
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- Early Years capital programmes and schemes (€11.1m) 

- Oberstown Children Detention Campus minor capital works (€3.3m)

- Youth Services and Organisations capital grants (€3m).

These allocations include, in some cases, carryover from the 2020 allocations.

Further details of the Department’s capital spend and related approvals are set out below.

Tusla: the largest of my Department’s capital allocations in 2021 (€18.7m) include two 
building projects by Tusla, in Limerick and Portlaoise, which were approved by my predeces-
sor in 2019.

Early Years: In late 2020, I approved €10.5m for an Early Years Learning and Care and 
School Age Childcare Capital Grant Programme in 2021 to support childcare services to be-
come compliant with Fire Safety Regulations and Standards. My Department also funds two 
smaller capital grant schemes in 2021 to the value of €0.25m each, namely an Early Years Par-
ent and Toddler Groups Grant Scheme and a Childminder Development Grant Scheme. 

Oberstown Children Detention Campus: Oberstown’s most recent significant capital project 
concluded in 2018. There are ongoing requirements for small scale capital expenditure. The 
€3.3m allocated in 2021 includes funding for building refurbishments and vehicle purchases. 
Ministerial approval is not specifically required for these capital expenditure items.

Youth Services and Organisations capital grants: In early 2021, I announced the disburse-
ment of capital funding of €3m for minor works and equipment costs in the youth sector. This 
also includes small capital grants to support local authorities to improve playgrounds.

24/03/2021WRXX02300Carer’s Leave

24/03/2021WRXX024001085. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if his attention has been drawn to carers on carer’s leave who are unable to return 
to work due to continuing care needs brought about through the Covid-19 pandemic; if he will 
consider an extension to current carer’s leave arrangements due to this; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14831/21]

24/03/2021WRXX02500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Section 6 of the Carer’s Leave Act 2001 provides that employees with at least one 
year’s continuous service are entitled to take up to 104 weeks of carer’s leave to enable them to 
provide full-time care and attention to a person who is in need of such care.  

Carer’s Leave is unpaid but an employee may also qualify for Carer’s Benefit or Carer’s Al-
lowance, the payment of which is a matter for the Minister for Social Protection.

There are no plans to amend the Carer’s Leave Act at present.

24/03/2021WRXX02600Domestic Violence Services

24/03/2021WRXX027001086. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disabil-
ity, Integration and Youth if he will virtually meet representatives of a service (details supplied) 
to hear the challenges that it faces in maintaining the vital service at a time of unprecedented 
demand and the need for adequate State funding to be provided to same. [14891/21]
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24/03/2021WRXX02800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I understand that the service in question is in receipt of funding from Tusla, the 
Child and Family Agency for the provision of counselling services to children.

Tusla has responsibility for the care and protection of victims of domestic, sexual and gen-
der-based violence (DSGBV). Tusla provides funding to some 60 services throughout the State 
that work with and support survivors of DSGBV. 

With regard to domestic violence, core funding is provided to two domestic violence servic-
es in the Donegal area, Donegal Women’s Domestic Violence Service (DWDVS) and Donegal 
Women’s Centre. DWDVS is the primary organisation delivering domestic violence support 
services across Donegal, including Inishowen. 

While I am happy to meet with the organisation referred to by the Deputy, I have no direct 
role with regard to how Tusla undertakes its day to day operations. In this case I might suggest 
that the Deputy should in the first instance assist the organisation in seeking a meeting with 
Tusla representatives.   

Tusla has acknowledged that accessibility is an issue for many service users in rural areas, 
and supports organisations to develop and enhance outreach services in order to improve ser-
vice access. Significant funding has been provided to services in recent years for this purpose.

I understand Tusla has concerns that a duplication of service provision might lead to a risk 
of fragmentation of services, particularly where organisations provide similar services in the 
same geographical area. I have been assured by Tusla that services for children and families in 
Inishowen that are affected by domestic violence will continue to be provided by other funded 
service providers in County Donegal.

24/03/2021WRXX02900Parental Leave

24/03/2021WRXX030001087. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth when the legislation for parental benefit will be passed; the earliest date on which it 
can be applied for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14988/21]

24/03/2021WRXX03100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019 introduced two weeks of paid Parents’ 
Leave for each parent to be taken in the first year after the birth or adoptive placement of a child.

In December 2020, the Government approved the drafting of a Parents’ Leave Bill to pro-
vide an additional three weeks of paid Parents’ Leave to each parent, and to extend the period 
in which the leave can be taken to the first two years after the birth or adoptive placement of a 
child.

The Government published the Family Leave Bill 2021 on 9 March 2021 which provides 
for these amendments and the Bill completed all stages in the Seanad on 22 March 2021. The 
Bill is being considered by the Dáil at second stage today. The aim is that this legislation will be 
enacted by the beginning of April 2021 and that parents will be able to apply for Parents’ Leave 
immediately thereafter.

24/03/2021WRXX03200Child and Family Agency

24/03/2021WRXX033001088. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
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tion and Youth if he will provide a list of all section 56 organisations; and the contact email of 
each, in tabular form. [14990/21]

24/03/2021WRXX03400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I can inform the Deputy that Tusla publishes considerable information on its 
funding of bodies under section 56 of the Child and Family Agency Acts 2013. For example, 
Appendix 1 of the Tusla’s Annual Financial Statements for 2019 provides a list of organisa-
tions that received payments equal to or greater than €50,000 in that year. These are published 
at https://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Tusla-Annual-Report-2019-eng-web.pdf and were laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas in June 2020.

Benefacts also provides a useful database of Irish nonprofits which may assist. https://www.
benefacts.ie/

As the Deputy’s question refers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency, I have asked Tusla to respond to the Deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRXX03500Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRXX036001089. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of vehicles owned or leased and operated by his Department and 
agencies and semi-State companies under his remit, broken down by the number of ICE and 
non-ICE vehicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so 
on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15114/21]

24/03/2021WRXX03700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to provide the following information to the Deputy in respect of vehicles 
owned or leased and operated by my Department and bodies under the aegis of my Department.

Body Reply
Department of Children, Equality, Disabil-
ity, Integration and   Youth

Nil (no vehicles owned or leased and oper-
ated)

Child and Family Agency (Tusla) Tusla will reply directly to the Deputy 
Adoption Authority of Ireland Nil (no vehicles owned or leased and oper-

ated)
Ombudsman for Children’s Office (OCO) The OCO will reply directly to the Deputy
Children detention school (Oberstown) 8 vehicles – all owned - all ICE – all diesel
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commis-
sion (IHREC) 

IHREC will reply directly to the Deputy

National Disability Authority Nil (no vehicles owned or leased and oper-
ated)

24/03/2021WRXX03800UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

24/03/2021WRXX039001090. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the legislation currently being considered by his Department in respect of 
the outstanding legislation that is needed for the implementation of the UNCRPD; the stages of 
preparation they are at; the timeframe for bringing forward the legislation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15148/21]

24/03/2021WRXX04000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
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O’Gorman): There are two pieces of legislation that my Department is currently preparing in 
relation to the UNCRPD - the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill and the 
Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill - both of which I aim to have commenced in 2022.

The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (the 2015 Act) reforms the law in Ire-
land so that it conforms to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Dis-
abilities (UNCRPD) in relation to support a person to exercise their decision-making capacity 
to the greatest extent possible.  

Before I can fully commence the 2015 Act, an Amendment Bill is required which is cur-
rently in preparation.  The aim is that this Bill would be enacted by year end and would resolve 
technical issues in the 2015 Act and provide further safeguards for wards.  In the meantime, I 
will commence any sections of the 2015 Act that I can, bearing in mind the interconnectedness 
of the 2015 Act.  Last month I commenced section 7(1) which repealed the Marriage of Luna-
tics Act, 1811, and allows adults in wardship to marry if they have capacity to do so.

The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill provides for the monitoring structures that 
will apply with regard to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  The aim is 
that it should be enacted by year end.

Separately, the Minister for Health holds responsibility for legislation in relation to depriva-
tion of liberty.

24/03/2021WRXX04100Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRXX042001091. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will create a capital budget line to build playgrounds in areas that do not 
have same. [15256/21]

24/03/2021WRXX04300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Every year since 2013 the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth has provided Local Authorities with the opportunity to apply for funding to sup-
port new and existing play and recreation facilities for children and young people the Capital 
Grant Scheme for Play and Recreation. 

One of the consistent criteria under this scheme is that the playground must be accessible 
and inclusive to all children.

In 2019, the focus of this scheme was the Refurbishment of existing Play and Recreation 
facilities and / or incorporating natural play elements. In 2020, €450,811 was awarded to Local 
Authorities across Ireland for the refurbishment of existing playgrounds. 

My Department continues to work closely with the Local Authority Play and Recreation 
Network to agree priorities and criteria for funding allocations. My Department is currently 
planning to consult with key stakeholders in Local Authorities to identify priorities for 2021. 
Following this discussion, a Scheme will be announced in due course.

24/03/2021WRXX04400Child Protection

24/03/2021WRXX045001092. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 634 of 10 March 2021, if specific 
consideration has been given to Article 33 of the report regarding the right to identity; his plans 
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to implement these recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15313/21]

24/03/2021WRXX04600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I would like to reiterate my commitment towards the realisation of children’s 
rights under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Given the cross-cutting nature of 
the recommendations contained in the Concluding Observations of the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child in 2016, the full list was shared with all Government Departments for their 
consideration. This applies to the observation referenced by the Deputy.  As previously advised, 
my department is co-ordinating the preparation of the new State Report and that will include an 
assessment of the progress made since 2016 when the State last appeared before the UN Com-
mittee.

The recommendation referred to by the Deputy concerns certain issues that relate to a child’s 
right to identity. I would like to take this opportunity to point out some important developments 
in this area.

A child whose parents are not married may acquire a family name in a number of ways. Par-
ents may choose one parent’s surname or both parents’ surnames. Under the Civil Registration 
(Amendment) Act 2014 when registering the birth of a child in a father’s absence, the Registrar 
can contact the father to invite him to attend the Registrar’s Office within 28 days to complete 
the registration.  The father’s name is omitted only in exceptional circumstances.  This new 
provision remains to be commenced pending minor technical amendments. 

In addition, Section 97 of the Children and Family Relationships 2015, which was com-
menced  on 6th October 2019, provides that upon registering the birth of the child, unmarried 
parents have the option to sign a Statutory Declaration at the Civil Registration Office and the 
Registrar is empowered to witness this declaration.  Previously this declaration had to be wit-
nessed by a solicitor or a Commissioner for Oaths.   

There are currently a number of measures in place to facilitate the registration of a father 
on a child’s birth certificate in Ireland including situations where parents are unmarried and not 
cohabiting. A child’s surname can be changed if the parents marry following its birth and the 
birth father’s name can be recorded on the birth certificate if the mother is married to someone 
other than the biological father. 

Further, I would like to highlight that a review of how children’s rights and best interests 
can be protected in the context of the recognition of parentage in cases of assisted human re-
production and surrogacy is a commitment in the Programme for Government ‘Our Shared 
Future’. Professor Conor O’Mahony, Special Rapporteur on Child Protection, was tasked with 
completing a review of children’s rights and best interests in the context of parentage in cases of 
donor-assisted human reproduction, including surrogacy, as a priority project in June 2020 by 
the then Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. The project was assigned following a request 
from the Department of Health and consultation with relevant Departments. 

The Special Rapporteur submitted his report in mid-December. I am currently making prep-
arations to bring the report to Government to seek approval to publish and lay it before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas. It will subsequently be published on my Department’s website. The 
issues involved cross the remit of a number of Government Departments. The Special Rappor-
teur’s report and recommendations will feed into the policy considerations of the Departments 
concerned.

24/03/2021WRXX04700Adoption Services
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24/03/2021WRXX048001093. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the provisions his Department has made specifically for children adopted 
through an agency (details supplied). [15325/21]

24/03/2021WRXX04900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): It is intended that the Here2Help files will transfer to the Adoption Authority 
of Ireland in April 2021. These files include open information and tracing cases and a waiting 
list for those requesting an information and tracing service. It is the intention of the Adoption 
Authority of Ireland to provide a service to anyone whose information was held by Here2Help.

On February 25th 2021, Here2Help transferred its waiting list to the Adoption Authority 
of Ireland. All further requests for an information and tracing service should be directed to the 
Information and Tracing section of the Adoption Authority. 

My Department is currently engaging with the Adoption Authority of Ireland to ensure that 
their Social Work Team is resourced to provide this service.

24/03/2021WRXX05000Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

24/03/2021WRXX051001094. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the actions his Department has taken in regard to legal claims being taken 
by survivors of mother and baby homes. [15326/21]

24/03/2021WRXX05200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): When publishing the Final Report of the Mother and Baby Homes Commission 
of Investigation on 12 January 2021, the Government announced a comprehensive action plan 
to respond to the needs of the former residents of these institutions. 

A key element of the action plan is a commitment to establish a Restorative Recognition 
Scheme to provide financial recognition and a form of enhanced medical card. An Interdepart-
mental Group (IDG) has been established to develop proposals on the scope and operation of a 
Scheme. This work will be informed by the Commission’s recommendations on redress but is 
not necessarily limited to the specific categories identified by the Commission. In addition, my 
Department launched a facilitated public consultation process on 10 March with information 
circulated through our contacts list and a significant print and social media campaign. The Gov-
ernment has prioritised this deliberative process with an ambitious timeframe for completion. 

This ongoing work should help to ensure that those who should be entitled to Restorative 
Recognition can access financial and other reparations without needing to pursue claims through 
the courts system, although the State recognises the absolute right for individuals to do so. 

I understand that correspondence has been received from solicitors acting on behalf of a 
number of survivors of Mother and Baby Homes. The State Claims Agency is statutorily del-
egated with responsibility for the management of such litigation and my officials are engaging 
with the State Claims Agency on these matters. I understand that legal representatives are, in 
many cases, seeking assurance that the particular circumstances of their clients will be included 
within any scheme that may be established by Government. In this regard, the deliberations of 
the IDG are ongoing and I will bring the proposals which emerge to Government as soon as 
practicable.

24/03/2021WRXX05300Child Support Payments
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24/03/2021WRXX054001095. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding behavioural sup-
ports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15360/21]

24/03/2021WRXX05500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that I am not in a position to comment on this mat-
ter. This is more appropriate for the attention of my Cabinet colleague, the Minister for Health.

24/03/2021WRXX05600Direct Provision System

24/03/2021WRXX057001096. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the steps he is taking to ensure that persons in direct provision are receiv-
ing high-quality and nutritious food; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15461/21]

24/03/2021WRXX05800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): All of my Department’s international protection accommodation centres are con-
tractually bound to provide menus that reasonably meet the  dietary needs of the different ethnic 
groups accommodated at the centre and the reasonable prescribed dietary needs of any person 
accommodated at the centre. Menus must include a vegetarian option and all food products 
provided must have a traceability system that complies with food safety requirements.  All ac-
commodation centres that offer catered options must provide three meals per day and must have 
a range of snacks available including fresh fruit. 

In order to ensure compliance with these contractual obligations, accommodation centres 
are subject to regular unannounced inspections by both my officials in the International Pro-
tection Accommodation Service (IPAS) and an independent inspectorate company (QTS Lim-
ited).  These inspections are generally undertaken, twice yearly by my officials in IPAS and 
once yearly by QTS Limited. Part of the inspection process deals directly with the provision 
of food services. Meals are assessed during inspection for quality, cultural appropriateness and 
variety of menu options. Any issues identified are notified to the contractor to be addressed im-
mediately.  

There is regular consultation between the centre management and the residents in the ac-
commodation centres in relation to preferences for inclusion of specific foods on menus and 
where possible this is facilitated.

In our centres which provide for self-catering, a foodhall provides food and other house-
hold and hygiene products free of charge through a points based system. The foods available 
to residents in such centres generally include a wide range of fresh meats, fruit, vegetables and 
ethnic goods. 

Residents can carry over points not used in any one week to the next week, subject to a 
maximum of four weeks. I understand that the food-hall system works very well and residents 
are generally satisfied with the system. It is important to note that the food-hall system is an ad-
ditional measure being provided in accommodation centres which allow for independent living.

24/03/2021WRXX05900Assisted Decision-Making

24/03/2021WRXX060001097. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth when the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 will commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15532/21]
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24/03/2021WRXX06100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I am aiming to commence the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 
(the 2015 Act) in June 2022.  The 2015 Act provides a modern statutory framework to support 
decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties.  It ultimately provides for the end of the 
wardship system and the establishment of a new Decision Support Service (DSS).  The 2015 
Act is primarily the policy responsibility of my Department except for Part 8 of the 2015 Act 
which deals with advance healthcare planning and is the responsibility of the Department of 
Health.   

My Department chairs the Inter-Departmental Steering Group (IDSG), previously under the 
remit of the Department of Justice and Equality, which includes the Decision Support Service, 
the Mental Health Commission, the Courts Service, the HSE and the Department of Health.  Its 
remit is to ensure that IDSG members are taking the actions necessary to ensure that the 2015 
Act is commenced by June 2022.  To this end I secured a budget of €5.8m for 2021 for the DSS 
to enable it to develop the necessary systems, including IT systems, to become operational.  
My officials are also working on the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill, 
which will provide necessary amendments to the 2015 Act, with the aim of enactment by year-
end.  In the meantime, I will commence any sections of the 2015 Act that I can, bearing in mind 
the interconnectedness of the Act.  Last month I commenced section 7(1) which repealed the 
Marriage of Lunatics Act, 1811, and allows adults in wardship to marry if they have capacity 
to do so.

24/03/2021WRXX06200Ministerial Correspondence

24/03/2021WRXX063001098. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if advice will be provided in relation to a matter raised in correspondence by 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15618/21]

24/03/2021WRXX06400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is a universal two-
year pre-school programme available to all children within the eligible age range. 

A child must have reached 2 years and 8 months of age on or prior to 31 August of the rel-
evant programme year to be eligible for the September start date and a child cannot turn 5 years 
and 6 months of age during the course of the ECCE programme year. 

In a limited number of circumstances, it is possible to apply for an overage exemption to the 
ECCE programme.  Applications  are considered with regard to three guiding principles: 

- the child will not reach 6 years of age before beginning primary education as per the Edu-
cational Welfare Act, 2000, 

- a specialist has recommended the additional time in ECCE; and

- the child has not already availed of the full two years of ECCE.

 In the case of the children referred to by the Deputy, if they had an additional year of ECCE 
they would be 5 years and 10 months while in ECCE and would be 6 when starting primary 
school.

In deciding on applications for exemptions to the ECCE age requirements, my Department 
is guided by a review of the overage exemption process which was carried out by the National 
Disability Authority for my Department and the Department of Education in 2018. In their re-
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port they concluded that it is in the best interest of children with additional needs to transition 
to primary school with their age cohort. 

The overage exemption ECCE programme is not a mechanism to delay a child’s entry to 
primary school or to address any issue of non-availability of a school place.   

Where a parent of a child with additional needs has concerns around supports for their child 
starting primary school they should contact the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 
for advice and support.

24/03/2021WRXX06500Social Workers Recruitment

24/03/2021WRXX066001099. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of vacancies for social workers for which funds are available in 
cases in which the post cannot be filled due to difficulties recruiting staff, by location; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15733/21]

24/03/2021WRXX06700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that my officials have asked Tusla to respond directly 
to you on this matter.

24/03/2021WRXX06800Parental Leave

24/03/2021WRXX069001100. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the provisions being made to allow parents using surrogacy to avail of leave and 
parental pay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15755/21]

24/03/2021WRXX07000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Policy on surrogacy rests with the Minister for Health.  The current entitlements 
enable the spouse, civil partner or cohabiting partner of the parent of a child to avail of Parents’ 
Leave.  These provisions do not exclude situations where a child has been born through sur-
rogacy provided that a male partner is the biological parent of the child.  The second parent can 
is then entitled to the leave through their relationship to the father.

24/03/2021WRXX07100Maternity Leave

24/03/2021WRXX072001101. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth his plans to bring forward legislation to facilitate maternity leave for persons 
through surrogacy; the timeframe for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15791/21]

24/03/2021WRXX07300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Policy on surrogacy rests with the Minister for Health while policy on parentage 
rests with the Minister for Justice.  Legislation on maternity leave must be developed in the 
context of the legal situation concerning parentage, including in relation to surrogacy.   Any 
changes in the legal situation with regard to parentage and surrogacy are matters for the Minis-
ter for Justice and Minister for Health.

  Question No. 1102 answered with Question No. 1055.
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224/03/2021WRYY00200Early Years Sector

24/03/2021WRYY003001103. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the childcare providers in an area (details supplied) that have signed up to the 
new pandemic State support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15894/21]

24/03/2021WRYY00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): In order to support Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare 
(SAC) services during the period of 1 February to 28 March 2021, I introduced revised and 
enhanced funding arrangements to help ensure that services remain open and available, even at 
very low levels of occupancy, for children and families who need it at this time. 

Two streams of funding are available: standard and enhanced funding.  All childcare ser-
vices are eligible for standard funding, while providers are required to apply for enhanced fund-
ing which is available for services that have a high degree of reliance on parental fees.  Part of 
the terms and conditions for enhanced funding is  providers agreeing not to charge parents who 
don’t attend.

The closing date for applications for enhanced funding is Friday, 26 March. 

In Dublin Fingal 252 services that had signed up to the enhanced funding as of 22 March.  De-
tails of these services are included in the attached spreadsheet.

24/03/2021WRYY00500Parental Leave

24/03/2021WRYY006001104. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the progress of the parents’ leave and benefit (amendment) Bill; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15928/21]

24/03/2021WRYY00700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Family Leave Bill 2021 is being considered by Deputies at a second stage 
reading in Dáil Éireann today. The bill provides for an additional three weeks of paid Parent’s 
Leave to each parent, for an extension in the period in which the leave can be taken to the first 
two years after the birth or adoptive placement of a child, and for a number of other important 
matters. The bill completed all stages in Seanad Éireann on Monday last, March 22nd. 

The intention is that this legislation will be enacted by the beginning of April 2021.

24/03/2021WRYY00800Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRYY009001105. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science his plans to ensure that key trades such as plumbers and 
electricians remain committed to apprenticeship programmes to ensure there is no shortfall in 
these sectors in future years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15874/21]

24/03/2021WRYY01000Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Apprenticeship is a demand driven programme 
and therefore the number of apprenticeship placements is determined by employers within any 
given sector. The impact of Covid-19 on all industries resulted in a decrease of new apprentice 
registrations generally in 2020 (5,326 down from 6,177 in 2019).  

The introduction of the Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme, which provides an employ-
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er grant of €3,000 payable over two years to support employers who take on and retain appren-
tices, has supported the recovery of apprentice registrations.  Registrations in the final quarter of 
2020 showed significant recovery with Q4 registrations exceeding those of the previous years. 

The forthcoming Action Plan for Apprenticeship will set out new ways of structuring, fund-
ing, and promoting apprenticeships with a target of 10,000 apprenticeship registrations per an-
num by 2025.  Measures to support employer engagement in apprenticeship, particularly within 
the SME sector, will be integral to the delivery of that target. 

24/03/2021WRYY01100Employment Support Services

24/03/2021WRYY012001106. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he and or his officials have engaged with a company (de-
tails supplied) in respect of redundancies at the company; and if he has prepared a plan for 
future employment opportunities and or access to further educational in respect of staff that will 
be made redundant. [13972/21]

24/03/2021WRYY01300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): While neither I nor my officials have engaged with the company, I am aware 
that Kerry Group issued a proposed collective redundancy notice on 4th March in respect of 
150 positions which, if following consultation it is not possible to avoid, will take effect across 
two locations between October 2021 and February 2022.  Clearly the potential loss of these 
jobs is most regrettable and I understand that Enterprise Ireland is in discussion with the senior 
management team of the Kerry Group on their proposals and will be working to maintain the 
maximum number of jobs in Ireland.

My Department has a Job Loss Response Protocol with the Departments of Social Protec-
tion and Enterprise, Trade and Employment. In a situation of job losses and redundancies, the 
Department of Social Protection is the lead Department.  As the redundancy position becomes 
clear, the protocol arrangements will be put in place to assist the impacted workers access 
their welfare entitlements, job-search assistance and access to the wide range of upskilling and 
reskilling opportunities available.

24/03/2021WRYY01400Third Level Fees

24/03/2021WRYY015001107. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if it will be ensured that college registration fees are reduced in 
line with the reduction in face-to-face contact with students by lecturers and blended learning; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14118/21]

24/03/2021WRYY016001164. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will sanction a refund or partial refund of fees for col-
lege students that are not attending college due to Covid-19 and learning remotely due to the 
fact that they are not actually attending colleges or universities at this time; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15562/21]

24/03/2021WRYY01700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1107 and 1164 together.

While Ireland is on Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID all further and higher edu-
cation institutions will deliver the majority of their classes online with only essential activities 
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held on site.  While it is appreciated that the COVID impacts are disappointing for students who 
had hoped to have as much time on campus as possible, these measures are necessary to support 
halting the spread of the Coronavirus.

Higher education institutions are autonomous institutions as provided for in legislation and 
are responsible for their own academic affairs. Therefore, the determination of the total level 
of tuition fees is a matter for each institution in accordance with its own particular operational 
conditions and circumstances in ensuring quality education provision. 

In general there is a real requirement in these exceptional times to have a responsive ap-
proach to student needs wherever possible and it is important to acknowledge that HEIs have to 
date shown enormous willingness to be responsive in numerous ways.  Students are encouraged 
to engage with their institution to discuss any issues in relation to their course, including course 
delivery and fees.

In considering fees, it is important to note that the State currently provides very substantial 
financial support to undergraduate students in higher education towards the cost of their stud-
ies.  This support has played a very significant role in facilitating access to and growth in higher 
education. What was previously the preserve of a relatively small proportion of the school leav-
ing population is now much more widely available, as reflected in the current transfer rate from 
second to third level.

This commitment is demonstrated through the Free Fees Schemes under which the Exche-
quer currently contributes €340m to meeting the tuition fee costs of eligible undergraduate 
students in higher education.  

All students eligible for the scheme receive state support whereby the Exchequer pays the 
cost of tuition fees exclusive of the student contribution. In addition, the Exchequer pays the 
student contribution of €3,000 per annum in full or part, through SUSI, for approximately 44% 
of students eligible for free fees at a cost of over €180m.

I am of course very conscious of the immediate impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
our students. In recognition of the challenges facing full time third level students, financial as-
sistance will be provided in academic year 20/21 to all students who avail of SUSI grants and 
to all EU full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher 
Education Institutions in the state.

Under this initiative students who avail of the SUSI grant will receive a €250 top-up in their 
grant and students who do not avail of the grant but attend publicly funded Higher Education 
Institutions in the state can reduce by €250 any outstanding student contribution fee payments 
or receive a €250 credit note for their institution.

This builds on the additional supports announced in July 2020 including a doubling of the 
Student Assistance Fund, a €15 million technology fund for devices for students in further and 
higher education and an additional €3m provided for investment in supports for mental health 
services and well-being initiatives.

Students experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student 
Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who 
might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial circum-
stances. Information on the fund is available through the Access Office of the institution at-
tended. The fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary basis.
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24/03/2021WRYY01800Third Level Education

24/03/2021WRYY019001108. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if funding is available for students wishing to continue to 
third-level education abroad in September 2021 given the likely rise in CAO points require-
ments for domestic courses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14159/21]

24/03/2021WRYY02000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I am aware of the high number of CAO applications this year, and officials 
from my Department are engaging regularly with representatives from the higher education 
sector in relation to the 2021/22 academic year and demand for places. 

€18 million has been provided in Budget 2021 to deliver new undergraduate student places 
from September 2021 which will address demographic growth pressures. These places are in 
addition to the 1,330 additional places commencing in 2021, funded through the Human Capital 
Initiative Pillar 2, which will be on undergraduate courses in areas of identified skills needs.

Nonetheless, there will be fluctuations in CAO points this year, as there are every year, on 
which will depend on the volume of applications, the number of applicants who meet the entry 
requirements and the grades received by applicants. As we are in the midst of a global pandemic 
and economic flux, there is more volatility than usual this year due to factors such as reduced 
opportunities in the economy, students seeking to defer or re-apply in subsequent years and 
uncertainty around students travelling internationally both to and from Ireland.

My officials will continue monitor the situation as it develops and I will take action as nec-
essary to ensure the availability of a full range of further and higher education options for the 
class of 2021.

The main support available to students in third level education is the statutory based SUSI 
grant scheme. Under the terms of the student grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to 
students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those relating to nationality, 
residency, previous academic attainment and means.  

Students attending approved undergraduate courses in the EU can apply for a maintenance 
grant provided they meet the terms and conditions of the Student Grant Scheme. In general, an 
approved undergraduate course in this context is defined as a full-time undergraduate course of 
not less than two years duration pursued in a university or third level institution, which is main-
tained or assisted by recurrent grants from public funds in another EU Member State. 

The Student Grant Scheme does not extend to the payment of tuition fees to institutions 
outside the State other than for exceptional provision in respect of postgraduate courses in 
Northern Ireland.

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners on www.revenue.ie.

24/03/2021WRYY02100Third Level Education

24/03/2021WRYY022001109. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if further places will be made available for third-level medicine 
courses for the academic year commencing in September 2021; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [14237/21]

24/03/2021WRYY023001174. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the steps he is taking to prevent a surge in points for high de-
mand courses due to students deferring college places; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15901/21]

24/03/2021WRYY02400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1109 and 1174 together.

I am aware of the high number of CAO applications this year, and officials from my Depart-
ment are engaging regularly with representatives from the higher education sector in relation to 
the 2021/22 academic year and demand for places. 

€18 million has been provided in Budget 2021 to deliver new undergraduate student places 
from September 2021 which will address demographic growth pressures. These places are in 
addition to additional places funded through the Human Capital Initiative Pillar 2, which will 
be on undergraduate courses in areas of identified skills needs.

Nonetheless, there will be fluctuations in CAO points this year, as there are every year, 
which will depend on the volume of applications, the number of applicants who meet the entry 
requirements, the number of places available and the grades received by applicants. The CAO 
process applications for undergraduate courses on behalf of the Higher Education Institutions.  
Decisions on admissions are made by the HEIs who then instruct the CAO to make offers to 
successful candidates. As such, neither I nor my Department have a role in the operation of the 
CAO, and it is not with my remit to provide any guarantees as to CAO points in any year.

My officials will continue monitor the situation as it develops and I will take action as nec-
essary to ensure the availability of a full range of further and higher education options for the 
class of 2021.

24/03/2021WRYY02500Student Universal Support Ireland

24/03/2021WRYY026001110. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 671 of 24 February 2021, 
the breakdown by county or university on the students who initially qualified for the SUSI grant 
but subsequently had their grants withdrawn from them this academic year. [14241/21]

24/03/2021WRYY027001111. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 671 of 24 February 2021, 
if SUSI is seeking payments from any student who was initially awarded a SUSI grant but sub-
sequently had their grant withdrawn from them upon review; and the number of students who 
have been requested to repay moneys to SUSI. [14242/21]

24/03/2021WRYY02800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1110 and 1111 together.

To date, 2,050 students who were initially awarded funding for academic year 2020/21 have 
since become ineligible for funding by SUSI. Please note, this number is subject to change as 
operations for academic year 2020/21 are ongoing. 

SUSI has sought or is seeking repayments from 237 of the 2,050 students. Please note that 
this number is subject to change as operations for academic year 2020/21 are ongoing.
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The withdrawal of awarded funding can occur for various reasons and in some cases, repay-
ment is sought from students who received a payment before their grant was withdrawn and 
where the student is not eligible to receive the payment. New information brought to SUSI’s 
attention, which was not included in the original application of 222 of the 237 students, resulted 
in the students being deemed ineligible for funding. 

The income of 179 of the 237 students was found to exceed the reckonable income limits 
outlined in the Student Support Scheme 2020; 25 students did not meet the eligibility criteria 
as outlined in the Student Support Act 2011 and Student Support Scheme 2020; 15 students are 
repeating a year and so are not progressing in their education; 12 students are in receipt of Back 
to Education Allowance and so are not eligible for a maintenance grant and 6 students are at-
tending courses which are not approved Under the Student Support Scheme 2020.

SUSI is obliged under the legislation outlined in the Student Support Act 2011 and subse-
quent annual schemes to seek repayments.

Please see below breakdown by county based on the student’s home address:

County No. of Students
Carlow 23
Cavan 45
Clare 63
Cork 236
Donegal 78
Dublin 493
Galway 154
Kerry 61
Kildare 81
Kilkenny 37
Laois 58
Leitrim 14
Limerick 84
Longford 23
Louth 84
Mayo 75
Meath 77
Monaghan 26
Offaly 35
Roscommon 46
Sligo 46
Tipperary 66
Waterford 39
Westmeath 29
Wexford 33
Wicklow 29
Home address outside the State 7

24/03/2021WRYY03000Student Universal Support Ireland
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24/03/2021WRYY031001112. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and Science if graduate entry medicine students are to be in-
cluded in the SUSI review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14246/21]

24/03/2021WRYY03200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded 
to students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed 
conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic at-
tainment and means.

To satisfy the terms and conditions of the Student Grant Scheme in relation to progression, 
a student must be moving from year to year within a course, having successfully completed the 
previous year or be transferring from one course to another where the award for the subsequent 
course is of a higher level than the previous course. 

Students pursuing GEM programmes do so as second degree courses and consequently are 
not eligible for free fees funding or for student grants. However, in order to widen access to 
GEM programmes, and give assistance towards the financial burden on each student pursuing 
these programmes, the fees of participating EU students are partly subsidised by the State via 
the Higher Education Authority (HEA). 

Institutions participating in the graduate medical programme have been requested to pro-
vide accompanying services and supports to facilitate the participation of disadvantaged stu-
dents in the programme. Details of these services and supports are available from the relevant 
institution.

The Programme for Government contains commitments to, among other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. 

The review of the Student Grant Scheme has just commenced and is due to report in Sum-
mer 2021. My Department is overseeing the implementation of the review through a steer-
ing group with student representation as well as representation from SUSI. The formal public 
consultation process on the Student Grant Scheme was launched on 12th March and will run 
until 16th April. The submissions received will be considered in the context of the parameters 
of the Programme for Government commitments, whilst recognising that the scheme operates 
in the context of competing educational priorities and limited public funding. This consultation 
process is just one way in which views on the Student Grant Scheme will be sought, Indecon 
International Economic Consultants will also consult with undergraduate students, postgradu-
ate students and FET learners as part of their research methodology. At this point I cannot pre-
empt the outcome of the review to indicate when any proposed changes will come into effect. 
For further details see link: https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/bb832-public-consultation-on-
review-of-student-grant-scheme-susi-student-universal-support-ireland.

The Student Grant Scheme and Student Support Regulations for the 2021/22 academic year 
will be published towards the end of March/early April 2021. The opening of SUSI’s online 
grant application system will coincide with the publication of the scheme. Grant applications 
are submitted online via www.susi.ie. Further information in relation to student grant assistance 
is also available from this website. The telephone number for SUSI’s Helpdesk is 0761 087 874.

Students on graduate entry medicine courses may be eligible to apply to the Student As-
sistance Fund for financial support. The SAF guidelines provide that students with a previous 
higher education qualification at the same NFQ level, or who, in the past, attended higher edu-
cation without ultimately obtaining a qualification, may be considered for support on a case-by-
case basis and subject to available funding.
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 In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may also be available in respect of tuition 
fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commissioners 
website, www.revenue.ie

Budget 2021 provided for enhanced postgraduate supports from next year including the fee 
grant amount rising from €2,000 to €3,500 and the income threshold for eligibility for these 
grants to increase from €31,500, now €54,240. This is an initial step in meeting part of the Gov-
ernment’s commitments regarding SUSI grant support.

24/03/2021WRYY03300SOLAS Training and Education Programmes 

24/03/2021WRYY034001113. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he will address the issue of a participant (details supplied) in a Solas 
apprenticeship who is unable to progress due to a delay in receiving examination results; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14319/21]

24/03/2021WRYY03500Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Craft apprenticeships represent 25 of the 60 
available apprenticeship programmes and 85% of total apprentice registrations as at the end of 
2020. Craft apprenticeships consist of seven phases of training, three of which are off-the-job 
and delivered by Education and Training Boards, Institutes of Technology and Technological 
Universities across the country. 

Start and end dates for an apprenticeship are defined respectively by the date the apprentice 
is registered with SOLAS and when a Results Approval Panel confirms to SOLAS that an ap-
prentice has successfully met the required standard by completion of all on and off the job ele-
ments of their apprenticeship. For craft apprentices, this process is generally completed by 208 
weeks, while noting that this may not always be the case. For example there could be a delay in 
either the on or off the job elements for a variety of reasons. 

The Government have allocated additional funding for 2021 to fund 2,000 apprenticeship 
places required to catch up on the lost provision in 2020 and to mitigate against the effect of 
smaller apprenticeship class sizes.  To date, SOLAS designed and implemented an alternative 
assessment strategy for approximately 2,100 craft apprentices in June 2020 to address immedi-
ate continuity of training and assessments issues at that time. 

If the Deputy would like to forward registration details of the apprentice highlighted in her 
question a more detailed response may be available.

24/03/2021WRYY03600Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRYY037001114. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the steps he is taking to address the backlog in the processing of exami-
nations and assessments for participants in apprenticeships; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14320/21]

24/03/2021WRYY038001116. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the steps he is taking to address the delay in aspects of apprenticeship 
programmes resulting in students facing a training period longer than the four year programme 
they originally took up including the additional financial strain and resultant loss of earnings; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14322/21]

24/03/2021WRYY039001124. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will address an issue regarding apprenticeships (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14748/21]

24/03/2021WRYY040001131. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn to delays facing electrical 
instrumentation apprentices in obtaining a qualification; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14896/21]

24/03/2021WRYY04100Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1114, 1116, 
1124 and 1131 together.

There has been a 90% increase in the apprentice population since 2015.  Existing off-the-
job training facilities, particularly in Electrical and Plumbing apprenticeships had been coming 
under increasing pressure to facilitate the rapid growth in apprentice population. 

The COVID-19 related suspension of face to face training for craft apprentices in Training 
Centres, Institutes of Technology and Technological Universities has had a significant impact 
on waiting times.  When permissible, on-site practical training is operating at approximately 
50% normal capacity to ensure adherence to public health guidance.  Since January 11th train-
ing facilities have been closed again however education and training providers have been able 
to front-load theoretical training online for some groups of apprentices to ensure that their train-
ing continues, albeit not in the important practical elements of their course. 

A phased return to onsite training has commenced for apprentices who have been assessed 
as time critical at all phases of their apprenticeship.  This largely impacts on those apprentices 
who were close to completion of a phase of training when training was suspended in January 
2021.  While different sectors will have demands for on-the-job availability  of apprentices at 
different time-points in the year, it is important to provide the opportunity for apprentices to 
complete their porgramme in a timely manner and every effort is being made within the system 
to facilitate their progress.

In addition to the urgent work on returning apprentices to onsite training, SOLAS and the 
HEA are working on the development of additional training capacity across education and 
training providers with the objective of tackling the waiting lists and ensuring that apprentices 
complete their training as quickly as possible.  I recently approved €20M in capital expenditure 
to facilitate an additional 4,000 places across the system in the coming period.

24/03/2021WRYY04200Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRYY043001115. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he will establish a mechanism to include apprenticeship students in 
discussions on the way Covid-19 strategy implementation will affect both on-the-job and off-
the-job phases of apprenticeships; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14321/21]

24/03/2021WRYY04400Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Apprenticeship is undertaken under a contract 
of employment and apprentices are therefore employees. There are 60 apprenticeships cur-
rently available and of these it is the 25 craft apprenticeships which are primarily affected by 
Covid-19.  The trade unions which represent these apprentices are members of the National 
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Apprenticeship Advisory Committee (NAAC).  SOLAS engage with the NAAC on Covid-19 
planning in apprenticeship delivery. 

In addition as part of an extensive consultation process to inform the new Action Plan for 
Apprenticeship feedback was gathered from 3,750 apprentices who answered a survey on their 
experience of the system.  Actions arising from this feedback will ensure that the apprentice 
voice will be heard over the lifetime of the new Action Plan, 2021-2025 and into the future.

  Question No. 1116 answered with Question No. 1114.

24/03/2021WRYY04600Student Universal Support Ireland

24/03/2021WRYY047001117. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his views on excluding the pandemic unemployment payment 
from income assessments of SUSI grants for the 2021-2022 academic year; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14323/21]

24/03/2021WRYY04800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Under the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is available to eligible 
students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the terms and con-
ditions of funding, including those relating to residency, means, nationality and previous aca-
demic attainment.  

The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for SUSI to 
determine. For the 2020/21 academic year, student grant applications will be assessed based on 
gross income from all sources for the period 1st January 2019 to 31st December 2019. 

The Social Welfare (Covid-19) (Amendment) Act 2020 establishes the COVID-19 Pan-
demic Unemployment Payment as a social insurance benefit scheme separate from other social 
protection statutory schemes including the Supplementary Welfare Allowance and Jobseeker 
Allowance and Jobseeker Benefit schemes. 

For student grant purposes the Covid-19 payment has been treated as reckonable income 
for the SUSI means assessment process since it was introduced in March 2020. This means 
that the Covid-19 payment is treated in a similar fashion to other Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection payments such as Jobseekers Benefit/Allowance, thus ensuring a 
consistency of approach and an equitable treatment of students and their families in the SUSI 
means assessment process. 

All applications are assessed nationally with reference to the terms and conditions of the 
relevant student grant scheme. The terms and conditions of funding are applied impartially to 
all applicants. However, if a student or party to their application experiences a change in cir-
cumstances that is not a temporary change and is likely to continue for the foreseeable future, 
they can apply to have their application assessed under the change in circumstances provision 
of the relevant Student Grant Scheme. The income of all parties to the application will be as-
sessed or reassessed on the current year (2020) and they may also be asked to provide evidence 
of the current year’s (2020) income. 

The Student Grant Scheme and Student Support Regulations for the 2021/22 academic year 
will be published towards the end of March/early April 2021. The opening of SUSI’s online 
grant application system will coincide with the publication of the scheme. Grant applications 
are submitted online via www.susi.ie. Further information in relation to student grant assistance 
is also available from this website. The telephone number for SUSI’s Helpdesk is 0761 087 874.
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A review of the Student Grant Scheme in 2020 (following the impact of COVID-19) was 
committed to as part of the Programme for Government. This Review is currently being under-
taken. It will document the impact of Covid-19 on the Scheme and outline a number of recom-
mendations for consideration by the end of Quarter 1, 2021. 

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, the Deputy will be aware of the €168m funding 
package of for the return to education. This package includes a €10m access support package 
for higher education students. I have approved the allocation of €8.1m of this funding to top up 
the Student Assistance Fund (SAF). The SAF assists students in a sensitive and compassionate 
manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their finan-
cial circumstances. Institutions have the autonomy to maximise the flexibility in the Student 
Assistance Fund to enable HEIs to support students during the COVID-19 situation. Details of 
this fund are available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended. This fund 
is administered on a confidential, discretionary basis.

24/03/2021WRYY04900Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRYY050001118. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the details of the process through which his Department drafts 
and produces legislation; if his Department outsources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills 
for which the drafting was outsourced since he took office; and the costs associated with the 
drafting of each Bill. [14421/21]

24/03/2021WRYY05100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): I am responding to this question on the basis that it refers to Primary Leg-
islation. As the Deputy is aware, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science is a new Department, only in existence since August 2020.  There is 
one Bill in development in my Department currently, a reform of the Higher Education Author-
ity Act, 1971, but it provides an example of the process under which legislation is prepared in 
the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science. All of the 
work on this legislation including the drafting of the General Scheme has been undertaken by 
Department officials.  There has been ongoing engagement with stakeholders throughout this 
process, both formal and informal. Once the General Scheme is approved by Government and 
has gone through pre-legislative scrutiny then it will be sent to the Office of the Parliamentary 
Counsel to the Government to draft the legislation. 

The Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science has 
not outsourced the drafting of any legislation.

24/03/2021WRYY05200Third Level Education

24/03/2021WRYY053001119. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if the €1 million announced in July 2020 that was to be ring-
fenced for students studying the professional masters in education is accessible for students 
undertaking the professional masters in education in a college (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14435/21]

24/03/2021WRYY05400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Hibernia College is a privately owned online third level educational com-
pany which delivers, inter alia, post graduate initial teacher education (ITE) programmes.
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The funding to which the Deputy refers is made available to those institutions that receive 
support under the Student Assistance Fund (SAF). Private colleges operated on a for-profit ba-
sis are not approved institutions for the Student Assistance Fund.

It is open to higher education institutions that operate on a ‘for profit’ basis to use their own 
resources to provide financial supports to any of their students that they consider to be in par-
ticular need.

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax office or from the Revenue Commission-
ers website www.revenue.ie.

24/03/2021WRYY05500Student Universal Support Ireland

24/03/2021WRYY056001120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 631 of 3 March 2021, 
if a student (details supplied) can be reclassified as a mature independent student for the aca-
demic year 2021-22; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14560/21]

24/03/2021WRYY05700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): For student grant purposes, students are categorised according to their 
circumstances either as students dependent on parents or a legal guardian, or as independent 
mature students.   

A student may be assessed as an independent student (i.e. assessed without reference to pa-
rental income and address) if he/she has attained the age of 23 on the 1st of January of the year 
of first entry to an approved course, and is not ordinarily resident with his/her parents from the 
previous 1st October. Otherwise, he/she would be assessed as a dependent student, i.e. assessed 
with reference to parental income and address. 

A student’s status for grant purposes is defined at their first point of entry to an approved 
further or higher education course or at their point of re-entry to an approved course following 
a break in studies of at least three years, and continues to apply for the duration of their studies. 

However, there are points at which a student may reclassify from a dependent student to an 
independent student. These are where he/she:

- Progresses from further education to higher education.

- Is returning following a 3 year break in studies.  

- Is returning as a “second chance” student after a five year break in studies.

The decision on eligibility for student grant applications is a matter for the centralised grant 
awarding authority, SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland).    

Applicants who do not meet the criteria to be assessed as an independent student for grant 
purposes, or who cannot supply the necessary documentation to establish independent living 
for the required period, may still apply to SUSI to have their grant eligibility assessed as a 
dependent student. The relevant information, including details of parental income, would be 
required by SUSI to determine grant eligibility as a dependent student. 
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With regard to the specific application, I have been advised by my officials that the student 
in question submitted an application to SUSI as a mature independent applicant. The applica-
tion was cancelled in January 2021 as the applicant was under 23 at his first point of entry into 
higher education in 2016/17 and does not have the required three years break in studies to be 
reclassified as a mature independent student. 

Following on from your question of 3rd March, as of 15th March the student has not re-ap-
plied as a mature dependent student with his mother’s details and has had no further contact with 
the SUSI support desk.  The status of his application remains at “cancelled- re-apply”.  SUSI’s 
online system closed on 15th March to all 20/21 applications in preparation for the 21/22 year.  
Applicants will need to submit a manual application after this date.  I would urge the student 
to contact SUSI support desk as soon as possible to re-apply as a mature dependent applicant 
with his mother’s details and as with all applicants he may be required to submit documents to 
support his application.

24/03/2021WRYY05800Departmental Staff

24/03/2021WRYY059001121. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the number of staff in his Department; the specific position of 
each; the breakdown of salary by grade in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14635/21]

24/03/2021WRYY06000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Please find answer to PQ: 14635/21 in the table below.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1121-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Staff breakdown</a>]

24/03/2021WRYY06100Ministerial Communications

24/03/2021WRYY062001122. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if the Minister of State with responsibility for Skills and Fur-
ther Education has directly or indirectly canvassed a higher education institution on behalf of 
a job applicant; if so, if he will report on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14636/21]

24/03/2021WRYY06300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I have been informed by the Minister of State with responsibility for Skills 
and Further Education  that he has not directly or indirectly canvassed a higher education insti-
tution on behalf of a job applicant.

24/03/2021WRYY06400Language Schools

24/03/2021WRYY065001123. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 684 of 10 March 2021, 
if he will address matters raised in correspondence (details supplied); if language schools will 
be instructed to reopen in the absence of demand; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14733/21]

24/03/2021WRYY06600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
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uty Simon Harris): Under current Level 5 restrictions, all activity in the English Language 
Education (ELE) sector should now be wholly online and providers have been advised that 
there is no basis for the recruitment of international students who might travel to the country. 

As part of the response to the pandemic, my Department has established a specific Working 
Group for the ELE sector comprised of representatives of relevant Government Departments 
and sectoral representatives of staff, students and providers. This Working Group provides a 
forum to support the ELE sector in its development of sector specific reopening protocols in 
addition to providing information to stakeholders on the Government supports that are available 
for English language education. If the Deputy wishes to forward the particular correspondence, 
I can ask the Working Group engage directly on the issues raised.

My Department will continue to engage with ELE stakeholders as this sector moves, aligned 
with public health advice, towards its full re-opening and continues on a path to recovery.

  Question No. 1124 answered with Question No. 1114.

24/03/2021WRYY06800Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRYY069001125. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the five most recent significant capital projects in the major 
functional responsibilities of his Department which have required his sanction; the time which 
elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal for consideration until the construction 
commenced; the significant elements making up this period; the time spent in assessment prior 
to approval in the planning process; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the pro-
curement process of contractors; and the way this duration compared with the targeted time to 
delivery set out at the outset of the process. [14779/21]

24/03/2021WRYY07000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The time taken from the submission of a proposal to my Department until 
construction commencement will vary significantly, and depend on a range of factors, including 
the status of the proposal, whether or not there is a clear funding pathway for the proposal, and 
the point in the project lifecycle at which the proposal is submitted.    

The five projects approved under the Higher Education Strategic Infrastructure Fund (HE-
SIF) programme are examples of recent significant capital projects sanctioned by my Depart-
ment.    

The funding allocations under this co-funded programme were done by way of competi-
tive call against set criteria outlined in the call document.  The call document was published 
in December 2018 with the deadline for applications in April 2019.  The HEA-led assessment 
team met over May and June with Ministerial approval granted in early August 2019.  The five 
successful capital projects were:

- Maynooth University Technology Society and Innovation Building

- IT Sligo Extension to Central Campus (E01)

- UCC Cork University Business School

- NUI Galway Learning Commons

- UCD Future Campus Phase 1
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As the Deputy will be aware, delivery of projects in the higher education sector is devolved 
to the higher education institutions.  Responsibility for the planning and procurement processes, 
as well as project delivery timelines, all fall within the remit of the HEIs.  The projects identi-
fied above are now at various stages, from planning and design to construction.

Project reporting to the HEA is in line with agreed Devolved Control Procedures.

24/03/2021WRYY07100Health and Social Care Professionals Registration Boards

24/03/2021WRYY072001126. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he has engaged with CORU regarding the requirement on 
social care students to complete 300 hours of placement in view of public health restrictions; 
if there are plans to establish an alternative pathway to registration; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14822/21]

24/03/2021WRYY073001129. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 606 of 27 January 2021, the 
status and details of the outcome of engagement between CORU, education providers and the 
relevant stakeholders on the issue of alternatives to placements for social care students in 2021 
in view of the public health restrictions which have impacted substantially on students’ ability 
to obtain and carry out placements; if his attention has been drawn to the stress and anxiety that 
this is causing to social care students; if he will take steps to ensure there is an appropriate solu-
tion provided as quickly as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14880/21]

24/03/2021WRYY074001145. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the actions being taken to help social care students reach the 
necessary work placement hours in order to register with CORU. [14986/21]

24/03/2021WRYY075001153. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he will consider reducing the number of placement hours, currently 
300, in order for social care students to be registered under CORU and to be able to work in a 
social care setting after graduation in view of current Covid-19 restrictions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15333/21]

24/03/2021WRYY07600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1126, 1129, 1145 and 1153 together.

I am aware that issues have arisen in relation to placement hours both for students of Social 
Care programmes and for placements more generally as the restrictions to combat the spread 
of Covid-19 have tightened. My Department is monitoring developments in this regard very 
closely. 

Since March 2020, QQI has facilitated engagement between stakeholders, including the 
representative bodies of education providers and students, and CORU which have taken place 
in parallel to direct engagements between CORU and individual education providers at a local 
and regional level. The goal of these engagements has been to ensure that, where possible, nec-
essary alternative arrangements are in place to maintain the standards of education and training 
in this area and that these issues are actively managed. These efforts are to ensure that students 
can progress in their programmes from one academic year into the next, or, where relevant, 
graduate with the necessary professional competencies that have been set out by CORU. 

While I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the efforts that have been made 
by CORU, QQI and our educational institutions to identify and implement flexible solutions for 
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students up to this point, I am conscious that further efforts are now necessary. 

QQI has been asked, supported by my Department, to facilitate intensified engagements 
between CORU, education providers and relevant stakeholders on this issue. These engage-
ments are ongoing and are focused on identifying solutions that can be swiftly implemented 
for the student cohort who are most impacted in the near term while also identifying flexible 
approaches that can be readily adopted within the system in the medium to longer term as the 
response to the pandemic evolves and changes. These engagements serve to facilitate dialogue 
among stakeholders in developing these solutions and, most importantly, will ensure transpar-
ency and clarity for those students studying social care. 

Students should continue to engage directly with their provider for further information on 
the arrangements being implemented for their particular year and course.

24/03/2021WRYY07700Third Level Fees

24/03/2021WRYY078001127. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if students who completed the written leaving certificate ex-
aminations in November 2020 and have received deferred college offers to start their course in 
2021-2022 are required to pay the student contribution fee if they already paid a student con-
tribution fee for courses started in 2020-2021; if he considers this a financial penalty; and if his 
attention has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied). [14825/21]

24/03/2021WRYY07900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Under the Department’s free fees schemes, the Exchequer provides funding 
toward the tuition fee costs of eligible undergraduate higher education students with students 
paying the student contribution. 

The student contribution applies to all students on an annual basis, who are eligible under 
the ‘free fees’ scheme. The current rate is €3,000 per annum. Currently in excess of 60,000 stu-
dents have all or part of the student contribution paid on their behalf by the State via the Student 
Grant Scheme.

To satisfy the terms and conditions of the Free Fees Schemes in relation to progression, a 
student must be moving from year to year within a course having successfully completed the 
previous year or be transferring from one course to another related course where the award for 
the subsequent course is of a higher level than the previous course.

Typically students are not supported for a repeat period of study under the free fees initia-
tive, however in exceptional circumstances, or where a student receives a Leaving Certificate 
uplifted offer from their original CAO application following an appeal, an exception may be 
allowed. 

Cognisant of the leaving certificate 2020 process, an extension to the current scheme allows 
for a repeat period of study in 21/22 where a Free Fees eligible student receives an uplifted 
deferred place having sat the 2020 exams. This extension applies to students that started in 
year one of an undergraduate course in 20/21 based on calculated grades and the student sub-
sequently receives an uplifted deferred place for the 21/22 academic year (based on the 2020 
CAO application) having sat the 2020 Leaving Certificate examinations. Free fees eligible stu-
dents who transfer courses in 2021/2022, in the circumstances outlined, will remain eligible for 
free fees for the 2nd period of study.

As advised, the student contribution applies to all students who are eligible under the ‘free 
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fees’ scheme as the students annual contribution towards tuition fees.  This includes students 
that choose to transfer courses that will require a repeat period of study while retaining access 
to ‘free fees’ on an exceptional basis such as a deferred uplifted place.

24/03/2021WRZZ0010024/03/2021WRZZ00200Third Level Education

24/03/2021WRZZ003001128. Deputy Cathal Berry asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his plans to make the tertiary education system more accessible 
to young adults with intellectual additional needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14845/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ00400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): My Department is working to deliver on its mission to develop further and 
higher education to support people in reaching their full potential. We published our Statement 
of Strategy for the 2021-2023 period on March 8. It contains six strategic goals including a goal 
on inclusion which seeks to “support learning for all, recognising the needs of vulnerable learn-
ers and the most marginalised, and assist people in access to and progression through higher 
and further education and training, so as to grow prosperity across communities and build social 
cohesion.”

Fostering Inclusion is one of the three core pillars around which the Further Education and 
Training Strategy 2020-2024 is built. The Further Education and Training (FET) sector is com-
mitted to increasing levels of inclusion through the provision of high quality, more accessible 
and flexible education and training programmes and supports suited to the identified needs of 
individuals, including those with a disability. FET programmes are available to all learners, in-
cluding those with an intellectual disability, who meet the eligibility criteria and the guidelines 
provided for each FET programme. 

Specialist Training Provision (STP) is also available for learners with more complex support 
needs, and this provision addresses the identified training needs of people with disabilities who 
are experiencing exclusion and labour market disadvantage in the form of vocational training 
programmes. Community Education assists learners with a disability to participate in FET pro-
vision by adapting course content, resources and teaching methodologies to suit their abilities. 

FET providers are required to offer reasonable accommodations to learners with disabili-
ties, the nature of these accommodations varies depending on the identified needs of individual 
learners. FET provision is available across the country in every county. Most of these pro-
grammes are either free of charge or heavily subsidised. Details of FET courses are available 
at www.fetchcourses.ie or through the Adult Education Guidance Service in the learner’s local 
ETB. This service is free of charge and open to anyone over the age of 18. Local ETBs can 
provide advice on all education and training options, as well as additional supports that are 
available to learners, including for learners with a disability. 

SOLAS, the national Further Education and Training authority is currently overseeing an 
independent evaluation of SPT. The purpose of the evaluation is to examine the quality, effec-
tiveness, on-going relevance and overall value of vocational training that is currently delivered 
by specialist training providers, and to propose any recommendations for future practice.

Students who meet eligibility criteria and are attending approved courses can access sup-
ports such as the SUSI grant scheme. The Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) is the 
principal funding source for students with disabilities in further and higher education. The fund 
is available to students with disabilities attending both further and higher education courses. 
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Students attending approved courses in Northern Ireland, the UK, and the EU are also eligible 
for support.  The purpose of the FSD is to provide students with a disability with the necessary 
assistance to enable them to access, fully participate in and successfully complete their chosen 
course of study. 

I recently approved a number of initiatives under the FSD aimed at supporting students with 
disabilities to access and engage with higher education. The initiatives, which involve 23 higher 
education institutions (HEI) and €5.4m in expenditure, are broad and are aimed at improving 
access to higher education for people with a disability, to improving college campuses and to 
assist staff with training and development. Among the projects are a number of projects for 
students with autism including the establishment of autism friendly rooms across nine different 
campuses, the development of assistive technology including for students with disabilities, an 
app to help students with visual or hearing impairment navigate their way around campus and 
specialist assistance for students who are deaf.

One of my priorities is to support learning for all. I want the tertiary education system to de-
velop and grow its supports for vulnerable learners, learners with disabilities, under-represented 
groups and the most marginalised. I want learners to engage with and complete their education 
journey while recognising that some learners will need additional supports to help them achieve 
their full potential. 

My Department will continue to keep existing provision and initiatives under review; to 
develop a better understanding of what works best within the different models, how we can sup-
port different providers in working together and learning from each other, and examining what 
is scalable from institutional-level approaches.

  Question No. 1129 answered with Question No. 1126.

24/03/2021WRZZ00600Tourism Industry

24/03/2021WRZZ007001130. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if the two new skills programmes to assist the hospitality and tourism 
sectors (details supplied) will be expanded to include funding supports for food safety and Co-
vid-19 training for food workers in the hospitality industry as a priority; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14883/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ00800Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The Skills to Advance policy framework was 
launched in 2018. The framework provides guidance, direction and targets for Education and 
Training Boards (ETBs) in supporting the upskilling of those in employment, working both 
directly with learners and through their employers

The two customised programmes, referred to by the Deputy,  were developed by SOLAS, 
the Further Education and Training Authority of Ireland, within the hospitality and tourism sec-
tor under the Skills to Advance initiative. These programmes were developed with the aim of 
assisting recovery, growth and the retention of key talent in the sector by providing upskilling 
opportunities for employees in team leadership and supervisory management. 

Skills to Advance, as an initiative targeted at people in employment and where benefit ac-
crues to employers, is subject to state aid regulations.  This means that mandatory training such 
as food safety training cannot be delivered through the programme.  However, such training can 
sometimes be availed of through other provision offered by ETBs and further information can 
be found on www.gov.ie/therightcourse or www.fetchcourses.ie.
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Covid- 19 training is being provided for workers in hospitality and other sectors across 
ETBs funded by the Skills to Advance initiative and information on this is also available at the 
links above.

  Question No. 1131 answered with Question No. 1114.

24/03/2021WRZZ01000Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRZZ011001132. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the breakdown on a percentage basis of the prior educational 
attainment of apprentices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14928/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ012001133. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the percentage of apprentices who secure their apprentice-
ship through personal connections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14929/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ013001136. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the average age of new apprentices since 2016; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14932/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ01400Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1132, 1133 
and 1136 together.

As part of an extensive consultation process to inform the new Action Plan for Apprentice-
ship feedback was gathered from the 3,750 apprentices who answered a survey on their expe-
rience of the system. In accessing apprenticeship programmes, by far the majority (69%) of 
respondents accessed their apprenticeship through friends and family. 

The data requested in relation to the age of new apprentices and the prior educational attain-
ment of apprentices is set out in the attached tabular statements.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1132a-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Table 1</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1132b-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Table 2</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1132c-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Table 3</a>]

24/03/2021WRZZ01600Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRZZ017001134. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if companies are entitled to access the apprenticeship incen-
tivisation payment in cases in which the apprentice at the time of registration was already an 
employee of the company; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14930/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ018001135. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number and percentage of companies registering appren-
tices that also accessed the incentive payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14931/21]
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24/03/2021WRZZ019001169. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the estimated cost in 2021 of increasing the apprenticeship 
incentivisation scheme in line with that which is offered in Northern Ireland (details supplied); 
the effect it would have on the average cost per apprentice; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15762/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ02000Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1134, 1135 
and 1169 together.

The Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme (AIS) was introduced in July 2020 and provides 
an employer grant totalling €3,000 per new apprentice registration between the period 01 March 
2020 and 30 June 2021. This comprises an initial €2,000 payment on registration followed by 
a further €1,000 payment after the first year’s employment where that apprentice is retained.

Under the Apprenticeship Recruitment Incentive in Northern Ireland which was introduced 
in December 2020, the employer is eligible for £3,000 for each new apprenticeship opportunity 
created from 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021.  The first £2,000 is paid after 90 days following 
the start of new paid apprenticeship which is followed by a further £1,000 after 200 days reten-
tion.  The programme is also available to employers of apprentices who were made redundant 
and subsequently employed by another employer.

The first payment in the Republic of Ireland is not subject to the 90 day waiting period and 
the second payment is after one year, rather than the 200 days in the Northern Ireland scheme.  
The cost of providing an equivalent cross-border rate would be in the region of €3,450 per ap-
prentice - an increase of €450 per apprentice or an estimated increase totalling €1m for appren-
tices registered in the first six months of 2021 with a further 500k payable in 2022.

The AIS is payable for new apprentice registrations.  As such, employers are able to access 
the AIS payment for existing employees who commence an apprenticeship.  

5193 apprentices have been registered since the introduction of the incentive in March 
2020.  As of 3rd March 2021, claims had been submitted by 1,941 employers in respect of 64% 
of these registrations.  Payments totalling €3.82m have been made in respect of 1909 (37%) of 
these.

  Question No. 1136 answered with Question No. 1132.

24/03/2021WRZZ02300Third Level Education

24/03/2021WRZZ024001137. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number and percentage of college dropouts since 2011 at 
third-level; the number and percentage of those in receipt of Student Universal Support Ireland, 
SUSI, support in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14933/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ02500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The HEA publishes figures annually on the non-progression rate among 
students - i.e. the proportion of new entrants enrolled in first year who do not progress to second 
year. Non-progression data from 2010 up to the most recent year available (2016) is available in 
the attached table. The year given refers to the year in which the student entered third level so, 
for example, the 2016 figures refers to students who entered first year in September 2016 but 
did not progress to second year in September 2017.
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1137-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Non progression data</a>]

This data is not available broken down by those in receipt of SUSI support. Further details 
on the analysis of non-progression undertaken by the HEA can be found in the reports available 
on the HEA website: https://hea.ie/resources/publications/

In 2019 the HEA published an analysis of completion rates for students who started higher 
education in the 2007/2008 academic year. The completion rates were based on graduations up 
to the class of 2016, meaning that the analysis could successfully capture completions among 
students who had repeated years or taken time out of higher education prior to completion. The 
baseline data was taken in March 2008.

The report found that 76% of full-time undergraduate new entrants in 2007 covered by the 
study, completed their studies in the institute they started in. 74% completed the course they 
initially enrolled in, while 2% completed a different course.

The completion analysis also looks at completion rates among grant recipients, although the 
report notes that coverage of grant status is sparse in places and that caution should be exercised 
when drawing conclusions from those analyses. The rate of completion for grant recipients was 
72%, compared with 78% among non-grant recipients. Further details on this can be seen in 
the completion report which can be read on the HEA website at the following link: https://hea.
ie/assets/uploads/2019/02/HEA-Analysis-of-Completion-in-Irish-Higher-Education-Report-
Release.pdf

24/03/2021WRZZ02600Third Level Education

24/03/2021WRZZ027001138. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the most recent North-South cross-Border enrolment figures; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14934/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ02800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The most recent figures which are available, are for the 2019/2020 academic 
year, and confirm that 1,588 Northern Ireland-domiciled students attended Higher Education 
Institutions in the State, while 2,090 students from the State attended Northern Ireland Higher 
Education Institutions.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1138-24-03-21_en.pdf”>Enrolment figures</a>]

24/03/2021WRZZ02900Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRZZ030001139. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if a full list of apprenticeship consortia will be provided; the 
number of apprentices enrolled under each by new recruits and existing staff and the number 
of employers under each consortia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14935/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ031001140. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the apprentices enrolled per year since 2006; the new reg-
istrations per year since 2006, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14936/21]
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24/03/2021WRZZ03200Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1139 and 1140 
together.

The information in relation to the apprentices enrolled per year since 2006, new registra-
tions per year since 2006 is attached along with details of the relevant consortia lead and the 
number of employers with apprentices registered under each programme as at December 2020.  

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1139-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Apprenticeship data</a>]

Information in relation to the breakdown of existing staff and new staff registering for either 
craft or consortia-led apprenticeship is not collected.

24/03/2021WRZZ03400Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRZZ035001141. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the minimum rate an apprentice can be paid; the lowest rate 
an apprentice is currently being paid; the average wages for each industry in which appren-
tices are trained for each year of their training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14937/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ03600Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Apprentices are excluded from the provisions 
of the National Minimum Wage Act 2000.  The rates of pay for the 25 craft apprenticeship pro-
grammes are agreed by the partners within the relevant sector, or are set out in Sectoral Employ-
ment Orders (Construction Sector and Mechanical Engineering Building Services Contracting 
Sector). Rates vary between occupations and sectors but in all cases craft apprenticeship rates 
are expressed as a proportion of the qualified rate, increasing yearly from 33% of the quali-
fied rate in year one to 90% in year four. Payment is also based on attainment of relevant skill, 
knowledge and competence achieved after successfully completing each phase of training. 

In the case of the 35 consortia-led apprenticeships the rate of pay is agreed between the ap-
prentice and the employer.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1141-24-03-21_en.doc”>Apprentice Pay</a>]

24/03/2021WRZZ03700Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRZZ038001142. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the most recent figures for the average cost of a craft appren-
tice and of a new consortia-led apprentice, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14938/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ039001143. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the average share of the cost of a craft apprentice that goes 
towards allowances during off-the-job training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14939/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ040001144. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the average share of the cost of a consortia-led apprentice 
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that goes to the consortia to run the apprenticeship; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14940/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ041001160. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the average development cost of a new apprenticeship pro-
gramme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15445/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ042001168. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 458 of 28 July 2020, if 
there are more up-to-date figures; if this incorporates the cost of the apprenticeship incentivisa-
tion scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15760/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ043001171. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the average cost to the State per apprentice for off-the-job 
training excluding allowances; the estimated cost of putting in place the necessary capacity to 
clear the current backlog and end waiting times for apprentices to access training; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15775/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ044001173. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the average cost per apprentice for off-the-job training ex-
cluding allowances; the estimated cost of putting in place the necessary capacity to clear the 
backlog and end waiting times for apprentices to access training; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15842/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ04500Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1142 to 1144, 
inclusive, 1160, 1168, 1171 and 1173 together.

The most recent figures for the total estimated annual cost per apprentice are from the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform Spending Review of Apprenticeships which was 
published in 2019.  The figure for craft apprenticeship is €7,159 with an average cost of €9,877 
per apprentice for those apprenticeships established since 2016. These figures exclude cost of 
the Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme.

The higher figure includes the development costs for programmes introduced since 2016 
and may, therefore overstate the ongoing costs of the programmes.  Given the substantial devel-
opment activity in the post-2016 programmes it is too early at this point to determine a reliable 
average cost.

Consortia are funded differently whether the apprenticeship is to be delivered in further or 
higher education institutions.  For programmes delivered in higher education institutions, the 
HEA provide up to €50,000 development funding to assist with the roll out and development 
of a new apprenticeship. Funding is then on a unit cost model in line with other arrangements 
currently in place across the higher education system with total funding capped at €125,000 per 
annum.  Three of the 50 post-2016 apprenticeships available/in development are at level 5 of 
the NFQ and funded directly by SOLAS. SOLAS funded programmes receive weighted pay-
ments based on the overall number of apprentices registered by a consortium.  Payments are in 
three equal tranches during programme setup with a payment of up to 25,000 added in year 1.

The estimated cost of introducing a new apprenticeship programme will vary significantly 
depending on the nature of the apprenticeship being introduced. Development costs can range 
from €12,500 in the case of the ICT Network Engineer programme to €135,000 for the Polymer 
Process Engineer programme. Of 21 apprenticeship programmes for which development costs 
were approved between 2016 and 2020 the average development cost approved was approxi-
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mately €50,000, not including any additional equipment costs. 

In relation to the estimated cost per apprentice – 45% of the average cost of a craft ap-
prentices is due to allowance payments, with 36% of the cost of a consortia-led programme 
absorbed by consortia costs (including setup). 

The cost to the state for off-the-job training excluding allowances is dependent on the level, 
duration and location of that off-the-job training.  As set out above, funding for consortia-led 
programmes is allocated on a sliding scale dependent on the number of apprentices registered 
to the programme. 

Existing backlogs in accessing off-the-job training relate to a number of the craft apprentice-
ship programmes. The process of clearing the backlogs and waiting lists for off the job training 
is currently on-going and an assessment of the full costs has yet to be finalised. The following 
measures have been taken to ameliorate the ongoing impacts of the Covid-19 measures on 
craft apprentices and to move to reduce waiting times for off-the-job training for certain craft 
apprenticeships:-

- Additional trainer posts have been sanctioned on a temporary basis where ETBs have 
identified a need for additional staff to deliver off-the-job training within Covid-19 guidelines.

- €12m has been provided in Budget 2021 to support additional places which will mitigate 
against the effect of smaller apprenticeship class sizes and catch up on lost provision in spring 
and summer 2020.

- I have recently approved €20m capital funding for SOLAS and the HEA to facilitate an 
increased level of provision. 

- The HEA and SOLAS are also engaging further in relation to the curricula to see what 
parts can be delivered online and are working with the sector to see which elements of craft ap-
prenticeship might be amenable to blended learning.

  Question No. 1145 answered with Question No. 1126.

24/03/2021WRZZ04900Technological Universities

24/03/2021WRZZ050001146. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the measures he is taking to ensure that the Institute of Tech-
nology Tralee and Cork Institute of Technology merger to Munster Technological University 
is balanced and fair; if reassurance will be given to all stakeholders that both former institutes 
are fairly represented now and in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15073/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ05100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The Government has a very clear ambition to expand and consolidate higher 
education facilities, to boost economic development across the country and to attract research 
funding. Technological Universities are central to delivering on this.  MTU will be a driver of 
regional development, and it will help to make higher education more accessible.

Above all else it will provide more opportunities for individuals, enterprise, communities 
and stakeholders  in the south west region. MTU will offer its students a wide and diverse range 
of programmes from Level 6 to Level 10 on the National Framework of Qualifications, from 
apprenticeships to  doctoral degrees. 
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The Department and the HEA are in ongoing engagement with MTU in relation to campus 
development plans across all MTU locations and I am keen to see increased investment in 
the MTU campuses in Tralee and Cork. For example, we are currently examining a proposed 
building for delivery at the MTU Tralee north campus will consist of labs, agri-machinery 
workshops, classroom spaces and Ancillary Space.  The Tralee Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
building is the second largest in the overall PPP Programme of 11 projects at 9,042m2.  It deliv-
ers a duel requirements of upgraded STEM space as well as enabling the consolidation from the 
south to north campus.  A new 6,567m2 Learning Resource Centre is planned for MTU Cork 
campus. This will consist of classrooms, learning resource spaces, administration space and 
ancillary space.

24/03/2021WRZZ05200Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRZZ053001147. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the number of vehicles owned or leased and operated by his 
Department and agencies and semi-State companies under his remit broken down by the num-
ber of ICE and non-ICE vehicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, 
electric and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15121/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ05400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): As the Deputy may be aware, my Department was established in July 
2020. I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department does not lease or own any vehicles. The 
information in respect of state bodies within the scope of the Deputy’s question is not held by 
my  Department. Contact details for these bodies are set out in the attached document should 
the Deputy wish to contact them directly with his query.

24/03/2021WRZZ05500Third Level Admissions

24/03/2021WRZZ056001148. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his views on the approximately 20,000 college applicants who applied 
for courses in 2021 on the basis of leaving certificate results achieved in previous years and who 
consequently may have been disadvantaged with respect to CAO points required for entry to 
their given courses due to disproportionate grade inflation relative to other years; if he is mak-
ing provisions for those students who may have been denied a placement under such circum-
stances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15186/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ05700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are autonomous and manage their 
own academic affairs including admissions procedures. The CAO process applications for un-
dergraduate courses on behalf of the HEIs. Decisions on admissions are made by the HEIs who 
then instruct the CAO to make offers to successful candidates. As such, neither I nor my Depart-
ment have a role in the operation of the CAO.

The CAO system is a system that works on the assumption that grades obtained in the Leav-
ing Certificate by candidates determine their points. It is on this basis that the CAO system 
allocates places to applicants including those from different years. To ensure impartiality, the 
automatic CAO points systems have been created in a way that does not allow for different 
treatment to be applied to different sub-groups. 

In order to help mitigate the impact of the changes to the grading system I announced the 
creation of an additional 2,225 places on high-demand courses in Higher Education Institutions 
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in 2020. These places were provided in order ensure that as many students as possible could be 
accommodated on a course of their choice, given the unprecedented circumstances they faced.

Nonetheless, there were fluctuations in CAO points in 2020, as there are every year. The 
changes in points depended not only on the grades received by applicants but also on the num-
ber of applicants, and the number of places available. As we are in the midst of a global pan-
demic and economic flux, there was more volatility than usual due to factors such as reduced 
opportunities in the economy and uncertainty around students travelling internationally both to 
and from Ireland, as well as the stronger than usual set of results as a consequence of the use of 
Calculated Grades.

€18 million has been provided in Budget 2021 to deliver new undergraduate student places 
from September 2021 which will address demographic growth pressures. These places are in 
addition to additional places funded through the Human Capital Initiative Pillar 2, which will 
be on undergraduate courses in areas of identified skills needs.

I know how difficult a time it has been for students and parents, and I appreciate how disap-
pointing it can be for a student not to receive an offer for their course of choice, but I would like 
to stress the range of options available both in further education and training and apprentice-
ships, but also in pathways in higher education. For those whose route into higher education 
may not be what they originally planned, the range of options available may provide a pathway 
back to their preferred option.

24/03/2021WRZZ05800Third Level Fees

24/03/2021WRZZ059001149. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if students that enrolled in third-level courses prior to sitting 
the leaving certificate in November 2020 will be refunded the fees paid; if it will impact their 
access to the free fees initiative and SUSI supports in the future; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15228/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ06000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are governed by the Universities Act 
1997, the Institutes of Technologies Acts 1992 to 2006 and the Technological Universities Act 
2018. Within the meaning of these Acts, HEIs are autonomous bodies and are responsible for 
their own day-to-day management and operational affairs including dealing with policy and 
procedure in relation to fee collection or fee refunds. Should a student choose to depart a course 
of study during the academic year they may be entitled to a refund or partial refund of fees paid 
depending on the fee policy of the institution they were attending.

Under the Department’s free fees schemes, the Exchequer provides funding toward the tu-
ition fee costs of eligible undergraduate higher education students with students paying a stu-
dent contribution. The student contribution applies to all students on an annual basis, who are 
eligible under the ‘free fees’ scheme. The current rate is €3,000 per annum. Currently in excess 
of 60,000 students have all or part of the student contribution paid on their behalf by the State 
via the Student Grant Scheme.

To satisfy the terms and conditions of the Free Fees Schemes in relation to progression, a 
student must be moving from year to year within a course having successfully completed the 
previous year or be transferring from one course to another related course where the award for 
the subsequent course is of a higher level than the previous course.

Typically students are not supported for a repeat period of study under the free fees initia-
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tive, however in exceptional circumstances, or where a student receives a Leaving Certificate 
uplifted offer from their original CAO application following an appeal, an exception may be 
allowed. 

Cognisant of the leaving certificate 2020 process, an extension to the current scheme allows 
for a repeat period of study in 21/22 where a Free Fees eligible student receives an uplifted 
deferred place having sat the 2020 exams. This extension applies to students that started in year 
one of an undergraduate course in 20/21 based on 2020 calculated grades and the student sub-
sequently receives an uplifted deferred place for the 21/22 academic year (based on the 2020 
CAO application) having sat the 2020 Leaving Certificate examinations. Free fees eligible stu-
dents who transfer courses in 2021/2022, in the circumstances outlined, will remain eligible for 
free fees for the 2nd period of study.

Under Article 15(8) of the Student Grant Scheme 2020, the awarding authority SUSI (Stu-
dent Universal Support Ireland) has discretion to award a grant for a repeat period of study in 
exceptional circumstances which impacted on a student completing a particular period of study 
or undertaking exams in line with guidelines drawn up by the Minister. The Student Grant 
Scheme and Student Support Regulations and associated guidelines for the 2021/22 academic 
year will be published towards the end of March/early April 2021. The opening of SUSI’s online 
grant application system will coincide with the publication of the scheme. Grant applications 
are submitted online via www.susi.ie. Further information in relation to student grant assistance 
is also available from this website. The telephone number for SUSI’s Helpdesk is 0761 087 874. 

In line with the Government Decision of 8th May 2020 Candidates shall remain eligible to 
apply for grant support in respect of a repeat period of first year study in 2021/22 academic year, 
if they meet all of the following criteria:

- received Leaving Certificate predicted grades in 2020; 

- opted to sit the 2020 Leaving Certificate examinations; 

- received an improved CAO offer on foot of these Leaving Certificate examinations results 
to start their course in the 2021/22 academic year; and 

- choose to accept that improved CAO offer.

24/03/2021WRZZ06100Education and Training Provision

24/03/2021WRZZ062001150. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if the annual training and innovation fund designed to encourage train-
ing and education relevant to future skills and issued through his Department is only available 
to educational institutions and or educational training boards; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15284/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ063001151. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if the annual training and innovation fund designed to encourage train-
ing and education relevant to future skills and issued through his Department is available to all 
businesses and organisations involved in the provision of training and education in this area; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15285/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ06400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1150 and 1151 together.
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The Human Capital Initiative (HCI) programme was announced as part of Budget 2019, 
with a primary objective of underpinning the provision of additional capacity across the Higher 
Education Sector to meet priority skill needs for enterprise. It aims to increase capacity in higher 
education in focused programmes designed to meet priority skills needs, incentivise continued 
reform and innovation in third level provision and promote innovative and responsive models 
of programme delivery, to enable the higher education system to respond rapidly to changes in 
both skills requirements and technology. Engagement with enterprise was a key requirement of 
all elements of the HCI. 

The HCI consists of 3 main pillars. The funding under each was awarded through a series of 
challenge based competitive call models. 

The three Pillars are as follows:

Pillar 1 – Full-Time Graduate Conversion Courses

Pillar 2 – Additional Places on Existing Full-Time Undergraduate Provision

Pillar 3 –  Projects in Innovation and Agility

Eligibility for each pillar differed due to the nature of the initiatives. 

Pillar 1: Graduate Conversion Courses 

Public and private HEIs were eligible to submit proposals for Pillar 1 courses provided that 
the courses led to a higher education and training award on National Framework of Qualifica-
tions (NFQ) at Levels 6 to 9, made by one of the following Irish awarding bodies:

- Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI)

- Institutes of Technology with delegated authority to make awards,

- Universities,

- Technological University Dublin (TUD),

- Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.

Courses which led to a higher education and training award that is a comparable award 
based

on recognition advice available from QQI, were also eligible.

Pillar 2: Expansion of Existing Places on Undergraduate Courses

HEA designated HEIs, and privately funded HEIs whose quality assurance procedures have 
been approved under the 2012 Act (reengagement process) by the 31st of December 2019 were 
eligible to submit proposals for funding under this pillar. Only courses that are available through 
the CAO system were eligible for funding.

Pillar 3: Innovation and Agility 

HEA Designated HEIs and privately funded HEIs whose quality assurance procedures had 
been approved under the 2012 Act (reengagement/QA approval process) by the date of the HCI 
Pillar 3 letter of award offer were eligible to apply. 

Providers who did not meet the above criteria were not eligible to apply under this call as 
lead partners, however, they could be involved as partners in a project.
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24/03/2021WRZZ06600National Training Fund

24/03/2021WRZZ067001152. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when he plans to publish the National Training Fund expen-
diture report for 2020; if there has been a delay to the usual publication; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15297/21]

24/03/2021WRZZ06800Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The National Training Fund Expenditure Re-
port is normally published mid year based on annual expenditure allocations. In 2020, due 
largely to responses to the Covid-19 pandemic, there were revisions to expenditure allocations 
and spending priorities throughout the year. An expenditure report incorporating the revised al-
locations and outputs in 2020 and those of 2021 will be published in the near future.

24/03/2021WRAAA00100       Question No. 1153 answered with Question No. 1126.

24/03/2021WRAAA00300Third Level Education

24/03/2021WRAAA004001154. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of students with dyslexia in further and higher 
education; the supports that are in place for such persons; the additional supports provided due 
to Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15371/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA00500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): There is no specific disability category for data collection purposes  for 
learners with dyslexia in either higher or further education. Data is not specifically collected on 
the number of students with dyslexia in further education but it falls under the broader category 
of ‘Learning, Remembering and Concentrating”. 4,300 students in Further Education indicated 
a “Learning, Remembering and Concentrating” disability in further education. 

The number of students with dyslexia in higher education is not collected by the HEA, how-
ever  the Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) provides details of the number of students 
receiving support from that Fund in the broader category of “Specific learning difficulties (dys-
lexia or dyscalculia)”.  

The principal funding source for students with disabilities including dyslexia in further and 
higher education is the Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD). The purpose of the Fund is to 
provide funding to higher and further education institutions to assist them in offering supports 
and services to eligible students with disabilities so that they can participate on an equal basis 
with their peers.  

The FSD aims to support the personal, educational and professional development of the 
participating student and contribute to the achievement of their full potential. Eligible students 
can receive assistance from the FSD from further education level 5 up to doctoral level 10, and 
it can be applied for during any year of study. 

The FSD operates as a funding allocation to higher education institutions and PLC colleges. 
The actual level of support to be provided to individual students is decided by each HEI who 
carry out a needs assessment to determine the types of supports and accommodations needed. 

Funding can be used to provide supports and accommodations for assistive technology, 
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equipment and software, non-medical helpers, academic or learning support, deaf supports and 
transport. 

€7,658,000 was allocated to the FSD for Higher Education in 2020 and the fund support-
ing circa 12,392 students. €1,942,000 was allocated to the FSD for Further Education in 2020 
supporting circa 1966 students.  In 2019/20, the number of students who indicated a “Specific 
Learning Difficulties” (including but not exclusively dyslexia) as either the primary or addi-
tional disability while attending Higher Education was 6163. For the 2019/20, the number of 
students in FE with Specific Learning Difficulties (including but not exclusively dyslexia) for 
whom funding was applied for was 737. There may be students who had a specific learning dif-
ficulty who did not apply to the FSD for support. i.e. FSD numbers are not necessarily the same 
as overall numbers of students with SpLD.

 As part of the Government’s Covid response, and budget 2021, a range of additional sup-
ports have been put in place for students;

 - I have doubled the level of funding available in the Student Assistance Fund for this aca-
demic year;

-  I have increased the level of funding for the 1916 Bursary Fund (also known as PATH 
2) to €5 million per annum, which will provide an additional 200 bursaries, bringing the total 
number for 2021 to 1,000 bursaries for the most disadvantaged students in the country; 

- I have secured an additional €20 million in funding for SUSI this year to cover increased ap-
plications to the scheme;

- I have allocated €6 million to enhance SUSI support for postgraduates;

- I put in place a €15 million scheme to support access to laptops and digital devices;

- I have allocated €8m to enable SOLAS to establish a Mitigating Educational Disadvantage 
Fund to support providers in engaging with learners who are at the greatest risk of disconnec-
tion from the education and training system;

- I have secured €50 million to provide financial assistance to full time third level students 
in recognition of the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on this group. This funding will offer 
financial assistance to all EU full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students attending pub-
licly funded Higher Education Institutions (HEI).

24/03/2021WRAAA00600Student Universal Support Ireland

24/03/2021WRAAA007001155. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if students will see their SUSI grants negatively impacted as 
a result of receiving the pandemic unemployment payment; the estimated number of students 
anticipated to be affected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15372/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA00800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Under the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is available to eligible 
students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the terms and con-
ditions of funding, including those relating to residency, means, nationality and previous aca-
demic attainment.  

The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for SUSI to 
determine. For the 2020/21 academic year, student grant applications will be assessed based on 
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gross income from all sources for the period 1st January 2019 to 31st December 2019. 

The Social Welfare (Covid-19) (Amendment) Act 2020 establishes the COVID-19 Pan-
demic Unemployment Payment as a social insurance benefit scheme separate from other social 
protection statutory schemes including the Supplementary Welfare Allowance and Jobseeker 
Allowance and Jobseeker Benefit schemes. 

For student grant purposes the Covid-19 payment has been treated as reckonable income 
for the SUSI means assessment process since it was introduced in March 2020. This means 
that the Covid-19 payment is treated in a similar fashion to other Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection payments such as Jobseekers Benefit/Allowance, thus ensuring a 
consistency of approach and an equitable treatment of students and their families in the SUSI 
means assessment process. 

All applications are assessed nationally with reference to the terms and conditions of the 
relevant student grant scheme. The terms and conditions of funding are applied impartially to 
all applicants. However, if a student or party to their application experiences a change in cir-
cumstances that is not a temporary change and is likely to continue for the foreseeable future, 
they can apply to have their application assessed under the change in circumstances provision 
of the relevant Student Grant Scheme. The income of all parties to the application will be as-
sessed or reassessed on the current year (2020) and they may also be asked to provide evidence 
of the current year’s (2020) income. 

The Student Grant Scheme and Student Support Regulations for the 2021/22 academic year 
will be published towards the end of March/early April 2021. The opening of SUSI’s online 
grant application system will coincide with the publication of the scheme. Grant applications 
are submitted online via www.susi.ie. Further information in relation to student grant assistance 
is also available from this website. The telephone number for SUSI’s Helpdesk is 0761 087 874.

The Deputy will also appreciate that the student grant scheme is a demand led scheme and 
therefore the cohort of students qualifying for grants each year varies; and is influenced by a 
number of factors. A review of the Student Grant Scheme in 2020 (following the impact of CO-
VID-19) was committed to as part of the Programme for Government. This Review is currently 
being undertaken. It will document the impact of Covid-19 on the Scheme and outline a number 
of recommendations for consideration by the end of Quarter 1, 2021. 

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, the Deputy will be aware of the €168m funding 
package of for the return to education. This package includes a €10m access support package 
for higher education students. I have approved the allocation of €8.1m of this funding to top up 
the Student Assistance Fund (SAF). The SAF assists students in a sensitive and compassionate 
manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their finan-
cial circumstances. Institutions have the autonomy to maximise the flexibility in the Student 
Assistance Fund to enable HEIs to support students during the COVID-19 situation. Details of 
this fund are available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended. This fund 
is administered on a confidential, discretionary basis.

24/03/2021WRAAA00900National Training Fund

24/03/2021WRAAA010001156. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if additional Exchequer expenditure was transferred into the 
national training fund in 2020 or 2021; if so, the details of such transfers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15423/21]
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24/03/2021WRAAA01100Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): As part of the policy of investing in Higher 
and Further Education and Training through a reformed National Training Fund (NTF), the 
estimates for 2020 included the transfer of €28.2m of labour market-focused higher education 
provision from Exchequer funding to the NTF. 

There were no such transfers in the 2021 estimates.

24/03/2021WRAAA01200Project Ireland 2040

24/03/2021WRAAA013001157. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the status of the project execution, project budget or cost delivery for 
the repair of the roof and other building fabric at the GMIT Castlebar campus following €2 
million funding announced on 14 September 2018 as part of a major package of investment in 
education under Project Ireland 2040; his future plans for capital development projects for 2021 
to 2023 for the GMIT Mayo campus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15440/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA01400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Funding of €2.08m was approved to support an upgrade of the roof and 
other building fabric at the GMIT Castlebar campus in 2018. This recognised the health and 
safety challenge posed by the roof condition and responded to a recommendation of the Work-
ing Group on Developing a Sustainable Plan for the Mayo Campus of Galway-Mayo Institute 
of Technology. 

The project was devolved to GMIT for delivery and took the form of a number of phases 
of works which reached substantial completion in October 2020.  The full Department funding 
allocation was drawn down by December 2020. 

While there is no other project-specific funding currently allocated by the Department to 
the GMIT Castlebar campus, GMIT was awarded Devolved Capital Grant funding of €1.7m for 
the 2020/21 academic year.  This can be spent on minor capital works and equipment across all 
campuses; it is for GMIT to decide how the funding is prioritised.  

The Department and HEA will continue to engage with GMIT on its campus development 
plans.

24/03/2021WRAAA01500Regional Development

24/03/2021WRAAA016001158. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the funding allocated to regional skills fora in each year since 
2017, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15443/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA01700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Allocation for the Regional Skills Fora subhead is as follows: 

  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Allocation   € 1,100,000 1,000,000 1,236,000 1,636,000 1,767,000

 This provision covers the cost of salary and associated costs of the network of nine Re-
gional Skills Fora Managers, enabling them to meet their role to bring together multiple voices 
at regional level, to facilitate employer-educator dialogue, to help find solutions to skills gaps 
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and to match identified skills needs with sustainable provision in each region.  The Fora also 
help enterprise navigate the further and higher education and training providers’ landscape to 
assist enterprise to meet their upskilling and reskilling requirements.

24/03/2021WRAAA01800National Training Fund

24/03/2021WRAAA019001159. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the funding allocated to enterprise focused higher education 
provision in each year since 2017, in tabular form; if there are measurable objectives associ-
ated with the funding; if it is intended only to move Exchequer funding of recurring costs from 
the Exchequer to the national training fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15444/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA02000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): National Training Fund (NTF) expenditure includes an allocation for enter-
prise focused higher education provision.

The purpose of the NTF Enterprise Focused provision is to provide skills-related recurrent 
funding in support of higher education programmes that are particularly oriented towards meet-
ing labour market needs. The full and partial NTF funding of specific programmes, previously 
funded through the voted exchequer funding, aligns with the recommendations of the 2018 
independent NTF review which was undertaken by Indecon.

The NTF Enterprise Focused provision is allocated to institutions via the Higher Education 
Authority (HEA); contributing towards the recurrent grant and ‘Free Fees’. The student num-
bers associated with the identified skills areas are monitored on an annual basis by the HEA. 

Details of the 2017 to 2021 allocation under the NTF Enterprise Focussed Provision are set 
out below:

 - Outturn 2017 Outturn 2018 Outturn 2019 *Provisional 
2020 Outturn

Provisional 
2021

NTF - Enter-
prise   Fo-
cused HE 
Provision

€5.6m €37m €120.1m €177.6m €148.35m

*Includes additional funding allocated under the July Stimulus Package towards postgradu-
ate and modular skills provision, original allocation was €148,352,000.

  Question No. 1160 answered with Question No. 1142.

24/03/2021WRAAA02200Third Level Admissions

24/03/2021WRAAA023001161. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the number of additional places created for those intending to 
study medicine this academic year in order to manage the unintended consequences arising 
from the calculated grade process inter alia grade inflation; and the number that will be created 
for the students entering university in September 2021. [15475/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA02400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): In order to help mitigate the impact of the changes to the grading system in 
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2020 I announced the creation of an additional 2,225 places on high-demand courses in Higher 
Education Institutions. These places were provided in order ensure that as many students as 
possible could be accommodated on a course of their choice, given the unprecedented circum-
stances they faced. The subject areas in which these places were created can be seen in the table 
below.

Subject Area Additional Places 
Architecture 23
Arts & Humanities 476
Business 430
Creative Arts 41
Dentistry 18
Education 170
Engineering 313
Law 142
Music 9
Science 220
Information Technology 31
Nursing 134
Medicine, Health & Physical 218
Total 2225

 I am aware of the high number of CAO applications this year, and officials from my Depart-
ment are engaging regularly with representatives from the higher education sector in relation to 
the 2021/22 academic year and demand for places. 

€18 million has been provided in Budget 2021 to deliver new undergraduate student places 
from September 2021 which will address demographic growth pressures. These places are in 
addition to additional places funded through the Human Capital Initiative Pillar 2, which will 
be on undergraduate courses in areas of identified skills needs.

Nonetheless, there will be fluctuations in CAO points this year, as there are every year, which 
will depend on the volume of applications, the number of applicants who meet the entry re-
quirements, the number of places available and the grades received by applicants. The CAO 
process applications for undergraduate courses on behalf of the Higher Education Institutions.  
Decisions on admissions are made by the HEIs who then instruct the CAO to make offers to 
successful candidates. As such, neither I nor my Department have a role in the operation of the 
CAO, and it is not with my remit to provide any guarantees as to CAO points in any year.

My officials will continue monitor the situation as it develops and I will take action as nec-
essary to ensure the availability of a full range of further and higher education options for the 
class of 2021.

24/03/2021WRAAA02500Student Support Schemes

24/03/2021WRAAA026001162. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the financial supports he is considering for students visiting 
Ireland that came on the understanding that there would be blended and in-person delivery of 
their course and in view that there has not been access to libraries or adequate study facilities 
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and no prospect of a part-time job due to the closure of the hospitality sector for same while the 
universities continue to charge full fees (details supplied). [15476/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA02700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): While Ireland is on Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID all further 
and higher education institutions will deliver the majority of their classes online with only es-
sential activities held on site.  While it is appreciated that the COVID impacts are disappointing 
for students who had hoped to have as much time on campus as possible, these measures are 
necessary to support halting the spread of the Coronavirus.

Higher education institutions are autonomous institutions as provided for in legislation and 
are responsible for their own academic affairs. Therefore, the determination of the total level 
of tuition fees is a matter for each institution in accordance with its own particular operational 
conditions and circumstances in ensuring quality education provision.

In general there is a real requirement in these exceptional times to have a responsive ap-
proach to student needs wherever possible and it is important to acknowledge that HEIs have to 
date shown enormous willingness to be responsive in numerous ways.  Students are encouraged 
to engage with their institution to discuss any issues in relation to their course, including course 
delivery and fees.

In considering fees, it is important to note that the State currently provides very substantial 
financial support to undergraduate students in higher education towards the cost of their stud-
ies.  This support has played a very significant role in facilitating access to and growth in higher 
education. What was previously the preserve of a relatively small proportion of the school leav-
ing population is now much more widely available, as reflected in the current transfer rate from 
second to third level.

This commitment is demonstrated through the Free Fees Schemes under which the Exche-
quer currently contributes €340m to meeting the tuition fee costs of eligible undergraduate 
students in higher education.  

All students eligible for the scheme receive state support whereby the Exchequer pays the 
cost of tuition fees exclusive of the student contribution. In addition, the Exchequer pays the 
student contribution of €3,000 per annum in full or part, through SUSI, for approximately 44% 
of students eligible for free fees at a cost of over €180m.

I am of course very conscious of the immediate impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
our students. In recognition of the challenges facing full time third level students, financial as-
sistance will be provided in academic year 20/21 to all students who avail of SUSI grants and 
to all EU full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher 
Education Institutions in the state.  

Under this initiative students who avail of the SUSI grant will receive a €250 top-up in their 
grant and students who do not avail of the grant but attend publicly funded Higher Education 
Institutions in the state can reduce by €250 any outstanding student contribution fee payments 
or receive a €250 credit note for their institution.

This builds on the additional supports announced in July 2020 including a doubling of the 
Student Assistance Fund, a €15 million technology fund for devices for students in further and 
higher education and an additional €3m provided for investment in supports for mental health 
services and well-being initiatives.

Students experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student 
Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who 



Questions - Written Answers

662

might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial circum-
stances. Information on the fund is available through the Access Office of the institution at-
tended. The fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary basis.

24/03/2021WRAAA02800Departmental Correspondence

24/03/2021WRAAA029001163. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his views on correspondence received by his Department from a union 
(details supplied) on 16 March 2021 in respect of the proposed new apprenticeship action plan; 
his further views on whether the critical role played by the trade union movement in the delivery 
and operation of an internationally recognised best practice apprenticeship system ought to be a 
central feature of the revised system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15502/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA03000Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The trade union movement are an integral part 
of the delivery of the apprenticeship system in Ireland. This is achieved through membership of 
the National Apprenticeship Advisory Committee (NAAC), a subcommittee of SOLAS, as well 
as the Apprenticeship Council which has overseen the expansion of apprenticeship over the last 
five year period to reach a total of 60 programmes across all sectors of the economy.

The forthcoming Action Plan for Apprenticeship will set out a strategy for the coming five 
year period which will deliver an apprenticeship system which is flexible and responsive, pro-
viding a strong value proposition for employers and apprentices, is attractive and easy to en-
gage with, and delivers high standards and sought after qualifications.  The only way to achieve 
this, and to safeguard the success of the apprenticeship system into the future, is through em-
bedding the continued engagement of stakeholders, including the trade union movement, into 
the system.

A response to the correspondence referred to in the Question has issued outlining the impor-
tant role of trade unions in the forthcoming Action Plan, including in the craft apprenticeship 
area.

  Question No. 1164 answered with Question No. 1107.

24/03/2021WRAAA03200Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRAAA033001165. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the range of travel and accommodation supports for both 
craft and post-2016 apprentices; the expenditure in this regard; the number of recipients; the 
average amount allocated; the criteria used for allocating support; the way in which it compares 
to the real cost of travel and accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15716/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA034001166. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the draw on the NTF or cost to the Exchequer of increasing 
funding allocated to travel and accommodation support for apprentices by 5%, 10%, 15% and 
20%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15717/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA03500Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1165 and 1166 
together.
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Craft apprentices attending off-the-job training in an ETB, IoT or TU are eligible for either 
accommodation or travel allowances, depending on the distance from the apprentices home to 
the site of off-the-job training.  These allowances are payable to relevant trainees on further 
education and training courses and are not exclusive to apprentices.   The detailed information 
requested by the deputy is being collated and will be forwarded once available.

For apprentices registered on consortia-led programmes, the payment of travel and/or ac-
commodation allowances is dependent on the apprentices contract with their employer.  There 
is no cost to the exchequer for these payments.

24/03/2021WRAAA03700Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRAAA038001167. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the estimated cost of removing the annual student contribu-
tion for all apprentices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15736/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA03900Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): An Annual Student Contribution (ASC) is lev-
ied on all students attending Institutes of Technology (IoTs).  The amount of ASC charged to 
apprentices is calculated on a pro rata basis of the time which they spend in IoTs during the 
academic year. In cases where training is delivered in an Education and Training Board there is 
no contribution made by the apprentice. 

For craft apprenticeships, the ASC charged is typically one third of the €3,000 ASC paid 
by students attending for the full academic year and so amounts to approximately €1,000 per 
apprentice per period spent in the IoT.  In the case of the new consortia led apprenticeships the 
contribution varies for each programme as their off-the-job training has a more flexible struc-
ture.   

If the ASC was removed, with the apprentice paying examination fees only, then the cost to 
the State is estimated at an average €266.67 per apprentice per annum.  Given the current ap-
prentice population the estimated cost is €5.28M per annum.

  Question No. 1168 answered with Question No. 1142.

  Question No. 1169 answered with Question No. 1134.

24/03/2021WRAAA04200Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRAAA043001170. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the expenditure on apprenticeships in 2020; the percentage 
of the national training fund allocated to apprenticeships; the estimated expenditure in 2021; 
the estimated percentage allocation of the national training fund of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15763/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA04400Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Apprenticeship in Ireland is funded from the 
National Training Fund (NTF) which was established by the National Training Fund Act, 2000, 
as a dedicated fund to support the training of those in employment, and those seeking employ-
ment. It is funded through an employer levy of 1% of reckonable earnings in respect of em-
ployees in classes A and H employments, representing approximately 75 per cent of all insured 
employees. 
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The total allocation from the NTF for the provision of apprenticeship for 2020 was €184.4m 
which amounts to 25% of total NTF expenditure.

The NTF allocation for apprenticeship in 2021 is €198.4 million amounting to 27% of total 
NTF expenditure.

  Question No. 1171 answered with Question No. 1142.

24/03/2021WRAAA04600Apprenticeship Programmes

24/03/2021WRAAA047001172. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of apprentices that have been employed across 
the public sector in each of the years 2004 to 2011; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15818/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA04800Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The availability of the information requested in 
relation to the number of apprentices that have been employed across the public sector in each 
of the years 2004 to 2011 is currently being assessed by SOLAS and will be forwarded to the 
Deputy if available.

The Programme for Government has committed to taking the lead on boosting the availabil-
ity and uptake of apprenticeship by providing public sector apprenticeship schemes.  The forth-
coming Action Plan for Apprenticeship will set out measures to widen employer engagement 
with apprenticeship in both the public and private sectors with the target of reaching 10,000 
new apprentice registrations per annum by 2025. In addition to the Programme for Government 
commitment, the role of the public sector in apprenticeship recruitment was raised by a number 
of stakeholders during the consultation process and proposals in this area are informing the new 
action plan.

  Question No. 1173 answered with Question No. 1142.

  Question No. 1174 answered with Question No. 1109.

24/03/2021WRAAA05100Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRAAA052001175. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the total Covid-19-related spend in 2020 by his Department, 
agency and budget line item; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16275/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA05300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The onset of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 presented unique challenges 
across the Higher Education and Further Education Sectors. Early on, a review was conducted 
by my Department in consultation with the Higher Education Authority and Institutes, Further 
Education and Training stakeholders to ascertain the impact of the crisis on the sectors.

Following on from this review €216m of Voted expenditure was allocated specifically for 
Covid supports, along with a further €100m non-voted funds via the National Training Fund. 

Covid related spend from Voted expenditure in in 2020 was on the order of €219m, and a 
further €65m in skills-related expenditure via the National Training Fund. It should be noted 
that there were also some savings due to the pandemic, as a result of provision being affected 
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or delayed because of restrictions that were used to meet some other Covid-19 related costs 
during the year.

During 2020, €13m was paid to SOLAS to cover Covid costs arising in the Education and 
Training Boards and for the Mitigating against Educational Disadvantage Fund. 

€133m went towards grants to Universities and other third level institutions in order to tran-
sition to distanced and remote working, support the Front Line response, and protect research 
in Irish institutions. This includes the Dublin Dental Hospital, Dublin Institute for Advanced 
Studies and Royal Irish Academy of Music. 

€48m was provided to Student Universal Support Ireland and Higher Education Institu-
tions for the Covid Once off Grant for students. €15m was spent on the provision of laptops to 
assist students with online and blended learning. €10m was provided to the Higher Education 
Authority for the Student Assistance Fund and Covid Contingency Fund. €0.9m was spent by 
the higher education sector in facilitating the safe arrival of international students into Ireland 
for the 2021/2022 academic year. 

Finally, on foot of the July Jobs Stimulus Package, €100m was allocated, and €65m spent 
through the National Training Fund as a response to upskilling and reskilling needs of those 
most affected by the pandemic through a varied range of labour market focused programmes 
operated through SOLAS, Skillnet Ireland and the Higher Education Authority.

24/03/2021WRAAA05400Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRAAA055001176. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the payment options available for persons to pay fines, charges 
or bills by his Department; and if there are plans to provide further online payment facilities. 
[16294/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA05600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The only applicable fines, charges or bills issued directly by the Department 
relate to Freedom of Information costs which can be paid via a cheque or bank transfer. 

In addition, public sector employees paid by the Department through the National Shared 
Service Office have the option to have 3rd party charges deducted from their pay and forwarded 
onto the relevant parties each month, this can range from but not limited to; Cycle to Work, 
Travel Pass, Health Insurance, Credit Unions, Social Clubs and Local Property Tax.

24/03/2021WRAAA05700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRAAA058001177. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Justice if house viewing is considered 
non-essential under the current level 5 restrictions (details supplied). [15718/21]

24/03/2021WRAAA05900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): While the Minister for Health is primarily 
responsible for our overall National COVID strategy, I am happy to supply the following in-
formation about the current guidance developed by the Property Services Regulatory Authority 
(PSRA) in this regard.

The Property Services Regulatory Authority (PSRA) is the statutory body established un-
der the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011, with responsibility to licence and regulate 
property services providers (auctioneers, estate agents, letting agents and property management 
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agents).  

To be of assistance to the Deputy, I have contacted the Property Services Regulatory Au-
thority who has informed me that, on 19 May 2020, the PSRA in association with the Institute 
of Professional Auctioneers & Valuers (IPAV) and the Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland 
(SCSI) issued the Joint Sector Protocol for Property Services Providers (PSPs). The Protocol 
is intended to ensure strict precautions are taken to provide the highest standards of safety in 
the sales, lettings, valuations and managements of properties in the best interest of clients, con-
sumers, employees, employers and those who are categorised as being at risk or at high risk of 
Covid-19.

Following on from the Government’s publication of the Plan for Living with Covid-19, the 
PSRA in association with IPAV and SCSI published the Property Services Providers Guidance 
to implementing the Plan for Living with Covid-19. This document set out additional measures 
to be undertaken at the different levels outlined within the Plan.  An updated version of this 
Guidance issued in January 2021, to take into account the enhanced restrictions currently in 
place. The guidance in this most recent edition of the Protocol for “Viewings by the public of 
properties for sale” under current Level 5 restrictions (page 4 of the document) is as follows: 

Viewings by the public is permitted of properties by appointment only where the property 
has gone sale agreed and contracts for sale drafted.

In these circumstances:

- Viewings by one party of two people from the same household is only permitted; and

- Properties must be unoccupied at the time of appointment.

Both the Protocol and the Guidance are subject to the Government, HSE and Department 
of Health guidelines on these matters. The full document is available to view on the Property 
Services Regulatory Authority website at: www.psr.ie

24/03/2021WRBBB00200Naturalisation Applications

24/03/2021WRBBB003001178. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice the average timeframe for 
naturalisation applications. [13872/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): A number of issues have impacted on 
the processing of citizenship applications over the past 18 months. A High Court case which 
was subsequently successfully appealed to the Court of Appeal resulted in significant delays in 
2019. As well as this, a significant backlog has built up regarding the granting of citizenships 
due to the inability to hold in person ceremonies during the pandemic, which has prevented the 
holding of such ceremonies.  

The combined impact of the Jones judgment and the Covid-19 disruption has resulted in 
the loss of over six months processing time.  As a result, the processing timeline for standard 
applications has increased.  The average processing time for citizenship applications decided in 
2020 was 13.5 months. 

I am conscious that a significant backlog has built up regarding the granting of citizenships 
due to the inability to hold in person ceremonies during Covid-19.  On 18 January 2021, I was 
pleased to announce a temporary system that enables citizenship applicants to complete their 
naturalisation process by signing a statutory declaration of loyalty. This signed statutory dec-
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laration replaces the requirement for citizenship applicants to attend citizenship ceremonies, 
which have been temporarily suspended during COVID-19. The Citizenship Division of my 
Department will communicate with applicants regarding the requirements, on a phased basis 
over the next few months until in-person citizenship ceremonies are able to recommence.

Under the temporary new system, up to 4,000 qualifying applicants are being asked to 
complete a statutory declaration that is sent to them by email from the Citizenship Division of 
the Immigration Service of my Department and bring it to one of the listed designated officials. 
The designated official must witness the applicant sign the statutory declaration. The applicant 
must then send the signed statutory declaration, the appropriate fee and any other requested 
documentation to Citizenship Division. Final processing will then take place and a certificate of 
naturalisation, will be sent to the applicant.

To date, 3,615 communications have issued and 1,350 declarations had been returned by the 
end of last week. A further 500 will issue by the end of this month.  858 certificates of naturali-
sation have already issued and more will issue in the coming weeks once the final processing of 
the returned declarations is completed. 

It remains my intention that large scale ceremonies will recommence once circumstances 
allow. Since their establishment in 2011, citizenship ceremonies have been joyous occasions 
which mark the granting of Irish citizenships in a dignified manner and they have become a 
welcome addition to our public and civic life. In-person ceremonies have been provisionally 
scheduled to resume in December 2021, subject to the safety of all involved being assured.

24/03/2021WRBBB00500Residency Permits

24/03/2021WRBBB006001179. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice if confirmation of receipt 
is provided for online stamp 4 renewals given that a person (details supplied) did not receive 
confirmation. [13873/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The registration renewal application of 
the person referred to by the Deputy remains in draft format and is awaiting a submission by 
the applicant. A confirmation of receipt will only issue after the application is fully submitted.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRBBB00800Courts Service

24/03/2021WRBBB009001180. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice if divorce proceedings can 
continue remotely under level 5 restrictions. [13882/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB010001181. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the guidance given to family 
courts on operating under level 5 restrictions, particularly in relation to divorce proceedings. 
[13883/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB01100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1180 and 
1181 together.
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Under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the re-
sponsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions. However, 
in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the Courts Service has 
informed me of the following.

Following the Government announcement applying additional level 5 restrictions in Janu-
ary 2021, with the goal of reducing mobility nationwide to stem the trajectory of Covid-19, the 
Courts Service activated enhanced Covid-19 level 5 protocols for the month of January 2021, 
in agreement with the judiciary.  The enhanced protocols meant that courts remained open for 
urgent matters in areas of family law, criminal matters (especially cases involving people in 
custody), bail and urgent Judicial Reviews or Article 40 applications.  Non urgent proceedings 
have been adjourned by the Courts Service until it is safe for matters to be dealt with once more. 

Divorce proceedings are heard in both the Circuit Court and the High Court. In relation to 
the Circuit Court, I am advised that the Courts Service and the Judiciary have reviewed the 
current restrictions on three occasions since the Government announcement in January but, as 
Covid-19 cases are still at a high level, no changes have been made to the restrictions in the 
area of family law.  Judges are available to deal with urgent matters when required and have, in 
circumstances where they feel it is appropriate, dealt with matters remotely.  In relation to di-
vorces, it is a matter for each Circuit Court to evaluate cases before it to decide how to proceed 
and whether they are suitable for remote hearing. 

The question of remote hearings for interested parties in the High Court family law was ad-
dressed in a family law notice published by the Courts Service on 1 February 2021. I understand 
that remote hearings for High Court family law have commenced and are dealing with matters 
on consent as well as directing remote hearings where appropriate on dates to be fixed in the 
Hilary or Easter Term. This facility has been expanded to include short contentious matters of 
no longer than two hours duration if the parties consent to a virtual hearing. It is intended that 
the facility of virtual hearings will be expanded and applications for longer remote hearings will 
be considered. 

I am advised by the Courts Service that the situation is kept under review in light of the cur-
rent level 5 restrictions. Any applications for a remote or physical hearing in respect of urgent 
matters as they arise can be made to the Judge in charge of the Family Law list. 

The Government is committed to ensuring adequate resources for the courts in order to 
maintain access to justice for all citizens. This commitment was reinforced recently with the 
highest ever budgetary allocation for the Justice sector including €158.8 million for the Courts 
Service. This included €8 million for the new Courts Modernisation Programme along with an 
additional provision of €5.7m for COVID measures to enable court sittings take place in a so-
cially distanced and safe environment. A significant priority for my Department and the Courts 
Service in the years ahead will be to significantly invest in digital technology, to transform the 
experience of practitioners and of court users. The Courts Service is currently rolling out vid-
eolink facilities to 43 additional courtrooms across the country and is looking to enhance the 
infrastructure used in virtual courts.

24/03/2021WRBBB01300Prison Service Staff

24/03/2021WRBBB014001182. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice the steps being taken by her 
Department to investigate the holding of a retirement party in Portlaoise Prison in contravention 
of Covid-19 regulations; the persons responsible for it; if any staff will be or have been repri-
manded in relation to it; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13908/21]
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24/03/2021WRBBB01500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I understand that what the Deputy is re-
ferring to is an event that was held in the Midlands Prison on the 27 March 2020 to mark the 
retirement of the then Governor. 

The Deputy will also be aware that the Director General had, at the time, advised the then 
Governor that any large gathering, or large assembly of staff, to mark her retirement at that time 
was not permissible and the large gathering planned for that day was cancelled and I am advised 
that a lunch, for a small number of people, was served in the staff canteen on the day. 

In the following days it emerged that two staff members, assigned to Irish Prison Service 
Headquarters, attended the event without authorisation and I am advised that their attendance 
on the day has been addressed through the appropriate channels with the staff concerned.

24/03/2021WRBBB01600Protected Disclosures

24/03/2021WRBBB017001183. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice her views on whether it is 
appropriate that the Irish Prison Service should decide which matters in relation to protected 
disclosures in the service are relevant to be investigated by an external agency; her views on 
whether an agency independent of the Irish Prison Service should decide what is relevant or 
within the terms of reference; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13909/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB01800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, the Protected 
Disclosures Act was enacted in 2014 to allow employees to bring alleged wrongdoing to the at-
tention of the appropriate authorities. The purpose of the Act is to afford important protections 
to persons making protected disclosures. 

The Irish Prison Service has its own Protected Disclosures Policy in place, with independent 
external assessment of disclosures made.  As the Deputy will note, the procedure followed dif-
fers from the assertions in his question.  I am assured that all disclosures made to the IPS are 
assessed independently and objectively.

Overall responsibility for the policy and procedures of the Prison Service Protected Disclo-
sure Policy rests with the Director General. Day-to-day responsibility for the Policy and Pro-
cedures is delegated to the Director of Corporate Services or her/his nominee and day-to-day 
responsibility for the administration of the Policy and Procedures is delegated to the Protected 
Disclosures Manager or her/his nominee.  These processes are in line with the Act. 

The Protected Disclosures Assessor is an independent, external expert appointed by the Irish 
Prison Service to conduct an assessment. When a disclosure of an alleged relevant wrongdoing 
is made, the Protected Disclosures Manager will arrange for the Protected Disclosures Assessor 
to undertake an initial assessment of the disclosure under these Procedures as soon as possible. 

I am informed that this assessment process involves an assessment of the disclosure to de-
termine whether or not it should be treated as a protected disclosure, having regard to a number 
of relevant matters. If the Assessor concludes that the disclosure should be treated as a protected 
disclosure, the Protected Disclosures Manager will notify the worker who made the disclosure 
that an investigation will be undertaken by the External Investigator. Any allegations of wrong-
doing deemed by the Assessor to be outside the scope of the Act are addressed or investigated 
under the appropriate process.

The External Investigator is an independent external investigator appointed by the IPS Pro-
tected Disclosures Manager to conduct an investigation of a disclosure made under the Policy 
and Procedures/a complaint of penalisation or a review. The External Investigator will inves-
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tigate the protected disclosure and will issue a report to the Protected Disclosures Manager of 
his/her findings within sixty working days of the date upon which the investigation is commis-
sioned, or, where this is not reasonably practicable, within such further period as the External 
Investigator shall notify to the Protected Disclosures Manager.

24/03/2021WRBBB01900Coroners Service

24/03/2021WRBBB020001184. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Justice the number of coroners and deputy 
coroners, respectively, in the State; the salary paid to coroners and deputy coroners, by county, 
in tabular form; the way coroners are appointed in each area; the qualifications required; the 
way deputy coroners are appointed; the criteria for selection; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [13929/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB021001185. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Justice the number of coroner’s inquests 
in 2019 and 2020 in counties Louth, Mayo and Wicklow, respectively; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [13930/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB02200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1184 and 
1185 together.

There are currently 34 coroners in 39 coronial districts, with 37 deputy coroners in place. 
The names of coroners, their deputies and the coronial districts they act in are published and 
available on the website www.coroners.ie.

Coroners are appointed by the local authority, with the following three exceptions:

- The coroner for the coroner’s district of Dublin is appointed by the Minister for Justice.

- Where a vacancy arises in a particular coronial district, and that district falls within a local 
authority’s area where there is more than one coronial district, the Minister for Justice may, (fol-
lowing consultation with the local authority) direct another coroner from the same local author-
ity area to assume the coronial duties of the vacant office. If the Minister issues such a direction, 
the coronial districts will be deemed to have been amalgamated.  The coroners consent to act 
in the amalgamated district is required. (Section 32 (7)(1 & 2) of the Civil Law (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 2011.

- The Civil Law and Criminal Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2020, contained amend-
ments to the Coroners Act 1962 to provide, should the appropriate need arise in the opinion of 
a coroner, for the capability for a rapid increase in coronial capacity for a fixed period, by the 
temporary assignment or appointment of an additional coroner, to work concurrently with the 
existing coroner for a district. These appointments are limited to a 6 month time frame, and 
Ministerial approval is required for any extension of this period.  To date, two such appoint-
ments have been made, one in Kildare and one in Meath.

Section 8 (3)(e) of the Coroners Act 1962, provides that every person to be recommended 
for appointment to the office of coroner shall be selected by the Local Appointments Commis-
sioners.

The legal requirements for a person to be appointed as a coroner or a deputy coroner are 
also set out in the legislation. No person shall be appointed to be a coroner or a deputy coroner 
unless he/she is a practising barrister of at least five years’ standing, a practising solicitor of 
at least five years’ standing or a registered medical practitioner who has been registered, other 
than provisionally or temporarily, under the Medical Practitioners Acts, 1927 to 1961, in the 
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Register of Medical Practitioners for Ireland, or who has been entitled to be so registered, for 
at least five years.

Section 13 (1) of the 1962 Act, provides that each coroner shall appoint a deputy coroner.  
Such deputy coroner appointments must be approved by the relevant local authority and, fol-
lowing a statutory amendment in 2011, by the Minister for Justice. Under section 13(4)(a) of the 
Act, a person appointed a deputy coroner may act for the coroner during the illness or absence 
of the coroner or where, for example, the office of coroner is vacant.  A deputy coroner acting 
as coroner has all the duties and powers of a coroner.  In addition, a person who is appointed a 
deputy coroner must fulfil the requirements for appointment as a coroner.  Deputy coroners do 
not receive a retainer, and are paid on a fee per item as outlined below.

Payments are made to Coroners by the Local Authority with responsibility for each District, 
with the exception of Dublin, on the basis of a basic retainer and a fee per item as set out below.  
The Dublin Senior Coroner receives an annual retainer of €25,000 and the Cork City coroner 
receives an annual retainer of €44,152.

Retainer

Grade 1 - €21,744.00

Grade 2 - €17,932.00

Grade 3 - €12,807.00

Fee per case

Death reported - €129.68

Deaths certified following post mortem - €188.54 

Death certified following post mortem and inquest - €522.97 

The figures for annual retainers incorporate staffing, accommodation and general office 
costs. The annual returns completed by each coroner in respect of 2020, can be found under the 
‘Publications’ section on www.coroners.ie.

The table below sets out the data requested by the Deputy on the number of inquests held in 
counties Louth, Mayo and Wicklow in 2019 and 2020.  

Number of inquests 
held

Louth Mayo Wicklow

2019 54 71 38
2020 13 52 38

24/03/2021WRBBB02400Legislative Programme

24/03/2021WRBBB025001186. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Justice the status of reforms her Depart-
ment is examining in terms of licensing laws for the retail of alcohol in off-licences. [13934/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB02600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Justice Plan 2021, which I recently 
published, commits to reviewing and modernising alcohol licensing. 

My Department is actively engaged with the Night-Time Economy Taskforce looking at in-
novative approaches to support and develop a vibrant, diverse night-time culture and economy 
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in Ireland. The work of the Taskforce is ongoing and has included wide stakeholder engage-
ment. A key challenge identified by stakeholders is the outdated alcohol licensing legislation 
and this will be reflected in the report of the Taskforce. We are working with Minister Catherine 
Martin and the Taskforce to ensure we can deliver on work of the Taskforce and its recommen-
dations without delay and that is why we set out commitments in the Justice Plan 2021 on this 
major legislative reform in line with our Programme for Government commitments. It is my 
firm intention that this reform will be developed with a supportive approach to businesses and 
the interests of public health, consumers and communities will be central to implementation.  

It is my intention to bring forward legislation that will contain proposals to update the law 
relating to the sale, supply and consumption of alcohol in licensed premises and registered 
clubs, by replacing both the Licensing Acts 1833 to 2018 and the Registration of Clubs Acts 
1904 to 2008 with streamlined provisions more suited to modern conditions. 

While the work of the Night Time Economy Taskforce is well-advanced, work on the con-
solidation and reform of the licensing laws more generally is at an early stage of development.  
I can assure the Deputy that it is my intention to engage constructively with stakeholders as that 
work progresses.

24/03/2021WRBBB02700Passport Applications

24/03/2021WRBBB028001187. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice when a person’s (details sup-
plied) passport book, birth certificate and other information will be received from her Depart-
ment; the status of the application; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13951/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB02900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): A change of status application from the 
person referred to by the Deputy, was received by the Immigration Service of my Department 
on 8 March 2021.  Correspondence issued to the applicant on 9 March 2021 requesting ad-
ditional information.  To date, no response has been received.  On receipt of a response to the 
correspondence, the Immigration Service will organise the return of all original documentation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at: INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRBBB03000Crime Prevention

24/03/2021WRBBB031001188. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been 
drawn to the increase in the past year of incidents of drug-related intimidation in communities; 
and the additional steps that have been taken by An Garda Síochána to tackle same. [13961/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB03200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, tackling 
crime in our communities is a priority for this government and for An Garda Síochána. As part 
of Budget 2021, the government has provided a record €1.952 billion to an Garda Síochána in 
their efforts to tackle crime and to build community resilience against crime. 

In respect of drug related crime, the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau 
(GNDOCB) is having significant success in disrupting drug trafficking and the supply of illicit 
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drugs by organised crime groups.  Its work is supported by Divisional Drugs Units nationwide, 
and by all Gardaí working in local communities including in Dublin. It also works closely and 
productively with international law enforcement partners.  

The Government has in place the National Drugs Strategy, “Reducing Harm, Supporting 
Recovery - a health led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 2017-2025”. The Strategy 
is unique among national drugs strategies across EU Member States in recognising the need to 
address drug-related debt intimidation at a community level. 

The Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, includes a commitment to support 
the Drug-Related Intimidation Reporting Programme. The programme, which was developed 
by An Garda Síochána in partnership with the National Family Support Network (NFSN), re-
sponds to the needs of drug users and family members who may be subject to the threat of drug 
related intimidation, has been implemented on a national level since 2013. 

An Garda Síochána recognises drug-related intimidation’s significant impact on communi-
ties, with particular regard to the families of those involved in buying and/or using controlled 
substances, who are particularly vulnerable to being subject to such intimidation.  In these 
interactions, An Garda Síochána advise all persons, even in instances where an individual has 
felt compelled to pay money to those who engage in drug related intimidation, that they should 
seek the help and support that An Garda Síochána makes available to them. 

An Garda Síochána and, in particular, the Garda National Drugs & Organised Crime Bureau 
(GNDOCB), continues to liaise and brief senior Garda Management, in relation to incidents of 
drug-related intimidation and the potential role of the Reporting programme, in addressing the 
issues that arise in that regard.  

Each divisional officer is required to nominate a member of inspector rank, in his/her di-
vision, to undertake the role of ‘single point of contact’ with responsibility for the practical 
implementation of the commitments and responsibilities of An Garda Síochána set out in the 
National Drugs & Alcohol Strategy. However, addressing drug related intimidation is consid-
ered a responsibility that is to be addressed by all operational members within each Garda 
Síochána division.

I am assured that, in dealing with any complaint of drug related intimidation or the seeking 
by individuals of relevant advice, An Garda Síochána do so in a manner that is designed to af-
ford the person or family subject to intimidation with the appropriate level of security, advice 
and support. 

An Garda Síochána deals with drug related intimidation in a confidential and secure manner. 
Insofar as possible, An Garda Síochána offers confidentiality and provides practical personal 
security and safety information and advice in relation to particular threats or instances of in-
timidation, along with information on appropriate drug support services for the individual in 
the family who is accruing drug debts, while also providing information regarding the process 
involved in making a formal complaint. 

An Garda Síochána continues to create awareness and promote the Drug-Related Intimi-
dation Reporting Programme in communities nationwide, with the assistance of the National 
Family Support Network, relevant agencies, Regional and Local Drug and Alcohol Task Forces 
and through community groups, among others.

Information in relation to the Drug Related Intimidation Reporting Programme is now avail-
able on the Garda Síochána Website, www.garda.ie, the National Family Support Network 
website and the Drugs.ie website.
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24/03/2021WRBBB03300Crime Data

24/03/2021WRBBB034001189. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Justice the drug finds by An 
Garda Síochána and other State agencies in each of the past five years calculated as being over 
€13,000; the counties in which the finds were made; the types of drugs involved; the number of 
persons charged and convicted; and the lengths of sentences issued by the courts. [13962/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB03500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, there are 
multiple State agencies involved in the interdiction and seizure of drugs. Some of these agen-
cies, such as the Customs Service of the Revenue Commissioners and the Irish Naval Service, 
rest outside of my remit as Minister for Justice. 

I have, however, contacted An Garda Síochána, the Courts Service and the Criminal Asses 
Bureau to obtain the information requested from the agencies under my remit and have been 
advised of the following.

CAB has had one drugs seizure valued over €13,000 in the last five years on 12 Febru-
ary 2019. This seizure occurred in County Limerick and involved Cocaine. Two persons were 
charged in connection with this find and the case is currently before the Circuit Court. 

An Garda Síochána have advised that drugs seizures valued at €13,000 or over are recorded 
on PULSE as incidents of the types “Cultivate or Manufacture of Drugs”, “Importation” or 
“Possession of Drugs for Sale and Supply”. There is no distinct incident type for seizures which 
are valued at €13,000 or more. 

All “Possession of Drugs for Sale and Supply”, “Importation” and “Cultivation or 
Manufacture of Drugs” Incidents

[ < a h r e f = ” h t t p s : / / d a t a . o i r e a c h t a s . i e / i e / o i r e a c h t a s / d e b a t e s / q u e s t i o n s /
supportingDocumentation/2021-03-25_12189a_en.docx”>Table</a>]

The table above relates to all incidents of type “Cultivate or Manufacture of Drugs”, “Im-
portation” or “Possession of Drugs for Sale and Supply” regardless of the value of the seizure. 
This data was drawn down from PULSE on 15/03/2021. Data is presented for Garda Divisions, 
some of which are comprised of two counties.*

Charges and summonses data is also available for drugs offences. This information was 
drawn down on 11/03/2021. The figures presented in the tables below relate to charges and 
summonses for the following sections of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977:

- Section 15A, which relates to possession of drugs with a value of at least €13,000,

- Section 15B, which relates to the importation of drugs with a value of at least €13,000.

Charges & Summonses Issued for S15A and 15B Misuse of Drugs Act for “Posses-
sion of Drugs for Sale and Supply”, “Importation” and “Cultivation or Manufacture of 
Drugs” Incidents

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-25_pq1189b-24-03-21_en.docx”>Table</a>]

Multiple charges or summonses may be issued for incidents, for example, if there are mul-
tiple offenders, multiple drug types, or multiple categories of charges. Furthermore, charges or 
summonses may not have been issued in relation to all incidents to date.  The figures in the table 
above should not therefore be taken to be a direct subset of the incident numbers above. The 
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number of charges/summonses is only possible to provide at a regional level.

Confirmed information on types of drugs is only available following analysis by Forensic 
Science Ireland.  In an effort to provide some insight into drug types, the drugs detailed in the 
Section 15A and 15B charges/summonses have been examined.

Drug Categories associated with Charges & Summonses Issued for S15A and 15B Mis-
use of Drugs Act 1977 for “Possession of Drugs for Sale and Supply”, “Importation” and 
“Cultivation or Manufacture of Drugs” Incidents

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-25_pq1189d_en.docx”>Table</a>]

In relation to the number of convictions secured and length of sentences handed down by the 
Courts for these seizures, I have been advised by the CourtsService that this information is not 
available.  The Integrated Criminal Management System (ICMS) is used by the Courts Service 
in cases before the Circuit Courts. The particular offence referred to by the Deputy is tried only 
in the Circuit Court and the ICMS only allows reports by offence category (e.g. “DRUG OF-
FENCES”), rather than for individual offences. The offence category of ‘Drugs Offences’ con-
tains multiple offences so therefore it would not be possible to provide the information sought. 

*Incident figures are taken from PULSE as of 01:30 on 15/03/2021, they are operational and 
liable to change.

24/03/2021WRBBB03600Direct Provision System

24/03/2021WRBBB037001190. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the engagement she has 
had with the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality, Integration and Youth on implementa-
tion of the recently published White Paper on Ending Direct Provision; the way in which her 
Department and in particular the International Protection Office will deliver on the White Pa-
per; her plans for reducing international protection application processing times; when the cur-
rent backlog of cases will be cleared; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13966/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB03800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department is committed to imple-
menting our responsibilities under the White Paper to End Direct Provision and Establish a 
New International Protection Support Service, which was recently published by my colleague, 
Minister O’Gorman. There has been regular engagement between my officials and those of the 
Department of Children, Disability, Equality, Integration and Youth in relation to the develop-
ment and implementation of the White Paper, and I have also met with Minister O’Gorman, in 
this regard. 

I have established a Programme Board in my Department to oversee the implementation 
of the relevant recommendations of the Expert Advisory Group and the White Paper. This is 
supported by an Implementation Working Group comprising senior officials from the relevant 
areas of my department to support their implementation and to report to the Board on progress 
at regular intervals.  The Programme Board will report directly to the Cabinet Committee on 
Social Affairs and Equality on progress in this regard, while my Department will also be repre-
sented on a Programme Board to be established and chaired by Minister O’Gorman, which will 
set performance indicators for the new model and monitor progress against those indicators.   

My Department is committed to making further efficiencies in the international protection 
process.  In this regard, the White Paper commits to implementing the key recommendations 
in the Advisory Group Report to reduce processing times of both first instance decisions and 
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appeals to 6 months respectively.

Work is underway in my Department towards identifying mechanisms which will assist 
with working towards improved processing times.  Additional ICT resources have been secured 
for 2021 and detailed work including an end-to-end review of processes to guide enhanced 
processing times is underway. When this first phase of work has been carried out it will enable 
a more detailed set of milestones to be put in place. 

My Department is also committed to ensuring that additional resources designated for the 
International Protection Office (IPO) are deployed in the most efficient and effective way pos-
sible to increase the output of quality decisions and to the introduction, where appropriate, of 
new initiatives to further enhance processing times, including increased use of ICT to further 
streamline the application process and increased use of remote interviews and hearings. 

A number of such initiatives have been introduced to date, including the relocation of the 
Ministerial Decisions Unit to the IPO to improve work processes, the designation of the In-
ternational Protection Appeals Tribunal as a body authorised to hold remote hearings and the 
holding of virtual interviews with some international protection applicants living outside of 
Dublin by the IPO.

In relation to the current backlog of international protection cases, my Department intends, 
in the first instance, to prioritise processing of all cases using improved processes and the 
planned ICT investment in the system.

My Department will, by October 2022 at the latest, commence a review of progress made 
in reducing and improving processing times and based on the outcome of that review, decide 
by the end of 2022, whether additional measures are required in order to ensure that the new 
system can come into operation without the overhang of any significant number of legacy cases.

24/03/2021WRBBB03900Domestic Violence Policy

24/03/2021WRBBB040001191. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Justice her plans to provide free psycho-
logical support for victims of domestic abuse following their court cases being finalised (details 
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13991/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB041001214. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice her views on providing free psy-
chological support for all victims after their court cases end; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14340/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB042001232. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice her plans to provide coun-
selling services for victims of serious crime; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14487/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB043001236. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice her plans for the provi-
sion of free psychological support for all victims of crime after their court cases end, particu-
larly in view of the retraumatising effect of criminal trials on many victims; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14590/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB04400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1191, 
1214, 1232 and 1236 together.

I would like to thank the Deputies for raising this important issue.  Protecting and support-
ing victims of crime for the duration of their journey through the criminal justice system is a 
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key priority for me. 

The Deputies, I am sure, are aware, that I recently launched a new strategy statement for 
my department, along with a detailed action plan for 2021. Goal 3 of the strategy statement 
commits to ‘Strengthening community safety, reduce reoffending, support victims and combat 
domestic sexual and gender based violence’.  It commits to placing victims at the centre of our 
criminal justice system and working to remove the fear that many victims have of coming for-
ward to report what happened to them.

The Justice Plan 2021 has a number of actions to advance this goal, including through the 
implementation of Supporting a Victims Journey.  Supporting a Victims Journey is a detailed 
roadmap, which when implemented, will ensure we have a more victim-centred system that 
supports and empowers victims and gives them the confidence to engage with all services 
knowing they will be supported, informed and treated with respect and dignity at every point 
and by every person they come into contact with.

It is important to state that the supports being introduced will be provided regardless of 
whether or not criminal proceedings are in train and will extend beyond the trial and verdict 
because victims do not stop needing support at the end of a trial.

I am deeply committed to implementing in full all of the recommendations set out in Sup-
porting a Victims Journey and I am chairing an Implementation Oversight Group comprising 
all relevant Departments and Agencies responsible for driving the implementation of the agreed 
actions.

While the provision of counselling services is not directly under my remit and falls to Tusla 
and the Department of Health, I can confirm that both were represented on the O’Malley Imple-
mentation group and are committed to delivering the recommendations as set out in Supporting 
A Victims Journey and to providing all relevant supports for victims of crime.

24/03/2021WRBBB04500Courts Service

24/03/2021WRBBB046001192. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice the measures that will be put in 
place to ensure that all cases related to family law and divorce proceedings in County Cork are 
progressed with, notwithstanding the Covid-19 restrictions; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [13994/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB047001205. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been 
drawn to a matter (details supplied) in relation to family court services in Cork; when this ser-
vice is likely to resume; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14203/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB048001231. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice the steps being put in place by 
Cork city courthouse to hold cases remotely in circumstances in which hearings have been can-
celled due to level 5 Covid-19 restrictions. [14461/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB04900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1192, 
1205 and 1231 together.

Under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the re-
sponsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions. Further-
more, the scheduling of court cases and the allocation of court business are matters for the 
Presidents of the Courts and the presiding judges who are, under the Constitution, independent 
in the exercise of their judicial functions.
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However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has informed me that they activated enhanced Covid-19 Level 5 protocols in 
January 2021, in agreement with the Judiciary. The enhanced protocols meant that Courts re-
mained open for urgent matters in areas of family law, criminal matters (especially cases in-
volving people in custody), bail and urgent Judicial Reviews or Article 40 applications. Non 
urgent proceedings were adjourned.  Following the Government announcement to extend cur-
rent Level 5 restrictions, the Courts Service and the Judiciary agreed to continue the existing 
Covid-19 Level 5 protocols into the month of March 2021.

In line with the direction of the President of the Circuit Court, Cork Circuit Court family 
trials are adjourned while restrictions are at level 5.   

In relation to divorce cases, it is a matter for each Circuit Court to evaluate cases before it to 
decide how to proceed and whether they are suitable for remote hearing. A Cork Circuit Court 
Judge sat for two days last month and 30 consent divorces were dealt with in the courthouse on 
those days. A small number of additional cases were held last week to trial the use of Virtual 
Meeting Room (VMR) technology in such cases. If successful, I understand that more consent 
divorce cases can be listed.

The Courts Service informs me that the District Court Judge in Cork is hearing urgent 
domestic violence applications (protection orders, interim barring orders and barring orders) 
and cases involving emergency care orders.  The Judge is also taking ex-parte applications and 
where there are signed consents between the parties, these are being ruled.  Access and mainte-
nance cases and safety orders are adjourned to dates later in the year.  In addition, some addi-
tional Court dates have recently been added to allow more matters to be heard and disposed of.

The Courts Service has also advised that while facilities are not available to hear cases 
remotely in Midleton Court, a District Court Judge has sat on additional days to the scheduled 
dates so that the court list can be processed over more court days.

The Courts Service confirmed that cases involving lay litigants cannot proceed using VMR 
technology.  This is to ensure that the in camera rule would not be breached, that there is no un-
due influence at play, or that matters are not recorded.  VMR courts are being used to call over 
child care cases with a limited number of legal practitioners who practice in this area.

The Courts Service has assured me that the situation is kept under review in light of the cur-
rent Level 5 restrictions. Any applications for a remote or physical hearing in respect of urgent 
matters as they arise can be made to the Judge in charge of the Family Law list.

24/03/2021WRBBB05000Passport Services

24/03/2021WRBBB051001193. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Justice the timeframe for the return of 
documentation held in her Department once urgently requested (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [13996/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB05200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 22 February 2021. This 
application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for deci-
sion as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will be requested 
from the person in due course.

The Citizenship Division of my department sent an acknowledgement letter to the applicant, 
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which included the return of all original documentation including the passport on 15 March 
2021. 

Under normal circumstances, passports are returned approximately 10 days after their re-
ceipt.  However, the current limits on staff attendance in the office due to COVID-19 restrictions 
have resulted in delays in the return of some passports.  

Applicants are advised not to send in their application during the pandemic if they anticipate 
that they may have to travel at short notice. However, I fully appreciate that people may have 
to travel at short notice for emergency reasons.  The citizenship website advises that in these 
circumstances, applicants should email the citizenship helpdesk www.citizenshipinfo@justice.
ie with the relevant details including postal tracking reference if available. Any request must be 
accompanied by appropriate scanned supporting material detailing the reasons for travel, such 
as medical information. Any request of this nature is dealt with promptly.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRBBB05300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRBBB054001194. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been 
drawn to reports that fake negative Covid-19 test certificates and documentation are being sold 
to persons enabling them to avoid travel restrictions; the mechanism in place to ensure that all 
negative Covid-19 test certificates and documentation produced on arrival at ports and airports 
in the State are genuine; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [13997/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB05500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): From midnight on 15 January 2021 all 
passengers arriving into Ireland by air or ferry are required to produce evidence of a negative/
not detected RT-PCR covid-19 test, taken up to 72 hours prior to arrival. 

Regulations under the Health Act 1947 underpin these requirements. Under these Regula-
tions, passengers are legally required to produce evidence of a negative/not detected result from 
an RT-PCR covid-19 test when boarding a ferry or aircraft and will be denied boarding by the 
carrier if they cannot produce such evidence unless they fall into the very limited exemption 
categories. 

Checks of evidence of a negative/not detected RT- PCR covid-19 test on all arriving passen-
gers into the State are carried out by Immigration Officials of the Border Management Unit and 
An Garda Síochána at ports of entry to the State. All cases where a test result is not available, or 
where the authenticity of the test result documentation is queried, are referred for further inves-
tigation to An Garda Síochána who have a presence at all approved ports of entry to the State. 

Passengers who arrive in an Irish port or airport without evidence of a negative/not detected 
test result or with a confirmed fraudulent test result will commit an offence and may be subject 
to prosecution, punishable by a fine not exceeding €2,500 and/or imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 6 months, or both. In such cases, An Garda Síochána will prepare a file for the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions.
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24/03/2021WRBBB05600Garda Recruitment

24/03/2021WRBBB057001195. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Justice when the next round of 
recruitment to An Garda Síochána will take place; the number to be recruited; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14006/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB05800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Síochána Act 2005 provides that the Garda Commissioner is the accounting officer for An 
Garda Síochána and is responsible for the management and administration of the Garda organi-
sation, including the recruitment, training and appointment of its members.  As Minister, I have 
no role in these matters.

Budget 2021 provided for the recruitment of up to 620 Garda Trainees in 2021. However, 
due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that 
An Garda Síochána currently plan to take in approximately 450 new Garda Trainees over the 
course of 2021, all assigned from previous competitions.

I am further informed that it is projected that a new Garda Trainee Competition will com-
mence in Quarter 4 of 2021.  These plans are subject, of course, to the evolution of public health 
restrictions in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

24/03/2021WRBBB05900Naturalisation Applications

24/03/2021WRBBB060001196. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14015/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB06100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 2 September 2020. This 
application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for deci-
sion as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will be requested 
from the person in due course.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRBBB06200Commencement of Legislation
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24/03/2021WRBBB063001197. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Justice the timeframe for commence-
ment of section 221 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14021/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB064001289. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 775 of 17 February 2021, her views on extending the statute of limitations for those 
persons affected by the CervicalCheck scandal to lodge a High Court case given the complica-
tions of both Covid-19 and the delay in establishing the CervicalCheck tribunal; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15902/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB06500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1197 and 
1289 together.

The Statute of Limitations (Amendment) Act 1991 provides for a special time limit for ac-
tions in respect of personal injuries and the period of limitation in cases of fatal injuries. Origi-
nally set at 3 years, the limitation period in respect of personal injuries and fatal injuries was 
reduced to 2 years by an amendment to the 1991 Act by the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004. 

Part 15 of the Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 deals with clinical negligence actions and 
includes a further amendment of the 1991 Act in relation to the limitation periods applicable in 
the case of a clinical negligence action. Part 15 includes an amendment of the 2004 Act dealing 
with clinical negligence actions where a person has suffered personal injury or death. Princi-
pally, the amendment of the 2004 Act provides for the introduction of a pre-action protocol 
relating to clinical negligence actions, the terms of which shall be specified in regulations to be 
made by the Minister for Justice and Equality. Part 15 also includes an amendment of the 1991 
Act to increase from 2 years to 3 years the limitation period in respect of personal injuries and 
fatal injuries in the case of a clinical negligence action.

It is intended that this change in the limitation periods will be effective on the date to be 
fixed by order for the coming into operation of Part 15 of the 2015 Act. This date has not yet 
been fixed, primarily for the reason that the regulations to be made dealing with the pre-action 
protocol are currently being prepared by my Department with the assistance and advice of the 
Office of the Attorney General and in consultation with key stakeholders.

Separately, the CervicalCheck Tribunal is a matter for the Department of Health.  I under-
stand that the Minister for Health has already noted he is committed to developing a proposal 
to address any claims should the need arise, for claims that might be outside of the statute of 
limitations owing to the delay in establishing the Tribunal appropriately.

24/03/2021WRBBB06600Ministerial Responsibilities

24/03/2021WRBBB067001198. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice if she will consider correcting the 
record of Dáil Éireann with regard to a matter relating to Clancy Barracks (details supplied). 
[14090/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB06800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I refer the Deputy to the response to Ques-
tions Nos. 450, 451, 453, 454, 455, 456 and 457 of 8 October 2013 in which the then Minister 
for Justice set out the position in respect of this matter.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1198-24-03-21_en.docx”>Clancy Barracks</a>]

The Deputy will appreciate that the sale of Clancy Barracks was a matter for the Minister 
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for Defence at that time. The date of sale of Clancy Barracks is a matter of public record and 
it has been expressly stated by previous Ministers for Justice and Ministers for Defence in the 
Dáil that the sale of Clancy Barracks was completed in March 2004.

In the circumstances, I do not consider that it is either appropriate or necessary for me to 
seek to change the record of the Dáil.

24/03/2021WRBBB06900Legislative Measures

24/03/2021WRBBB070001199. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice if the general scheme of a 
gambling control Bill has been published; and if not, when it will be published. [14112/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB071001200. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the substantial changes planned 
for the gambling control Bill due to be published, in comparison with the previous general 
scheme published in 2013. [14113/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB07200Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy James Browne): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 1199 and 1200 together.

The Programme for Government gives a clear commitment to establish a gambling regula-
tor focused on public safety and well-being, covering gambling online and in person, and the 
powers to regulate advertising, gambling websites and apps. The Justice Plan 2021 identifies 
the enactment of legislation to licence and regulate the gambling industry as a key objective.

As outlined in the Justice Plan 2021, I expect to be in a position to publish the Scheme of the 
Bill in Q3 2021, and will seek Government approval for the drafting of the Bill on that basis. 

While a General Scheme of a Gambling Control Bill was published in 2013, a considerable 
amount of further work has been done in the meantime. The Inter-Departmental Working Group 
on Future Licensing and Regulation of Gambling reported in 2019 and a European Commission 
funded report on the structure of a Gambling Regulator was produced in late 2019.  The task 
now is to bring all three elements together, and having regard to the on-going evolution of the 
gambling industry, into one coherent Scheme of a Bill that will deliver on the Programme for 
Government commitment.

Given the size, complexity and technological development of the modern gambling indus-
try and having regard to the current outdated and complex arrangements, it will be important 
that the regulator will be established on a sound footing and be adequately resourced to carry 
out this important task. A key change from the 2013 Scheme will be that it will an independent 
regulator.

24/03/2021WRBBB07400Garda Reports

24/03/2021WRBBB075001201. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice if the An Garda Síochána ex-
pert review group on recruit education and entry pathways and learning and development is 
accepting submissions; the mechanism by which submissions can be made; when the group 
expects to submit its report to the Garda Commissioner; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [14156/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB07600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Expert 
Review Group on Recruit Education, Entry Pathways and Learning and Development com-
menced work in early Autumn 2020.  Several meetings of the Group itself and two subgroups 
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have been held, during which the full scope of the work of the group has been explored, the 
timeline for completion of the task agreed, and background work undertaken by a technical sup-
port team under the Chairperson, Dr Richard Thorn.  

In early 2021, meetings of the Group were suspended due to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  In the meantime, work on gathering background data and the preparation of posi-
tion papers has continued and it is intended to resume the work with the Group, in a modified 
format, within the next two weeks.  

The Deputy will recall that the Report of the Commission on the Future of Policing was pub-
lished in 2018 following significant consultation with a wide range of stakeholders including 
public representatives, government officials, academics in Ireland and abroad, Garda members 
of all ranks, and Garda staff.  Its recommendations were accepted by Government in December 
2018, including the establishment of an Expert Review Group to bring forward recommenda-
tions made in relation to recruit education and entry routes and pathways into An Garda Sío-
chána, and in the area of learning and development within An Garda Síochána.

I am informed that, in line with their role as outlined in the Terms of Reference, the Expert 
Review Group is considering submissions made to the Commission on the Future of Policing 
in Ireland. Communication has taken place with the Garda Representative Associations and 
Unions with regards to their submissions. I am further informed that the Expert Review Group 
is only considering submissions as made to the Commission on Future of Policing in Ireland 
and is not currently accepting submissions.

The Expert Review Group report will be provided to the Commissioner towards the end of 
2021.

24/03/2021WRBBB07700Crime Data

24/03/2021WRBBB078001202. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice the estimated value of cash dis-
coveries by An Garda Síochána and CAB in 2019 and 2020; the steps taken in relation to the 
cash seized; the use which is made of these funds; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14161/21]

24/03/2021WRBBB07900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested the information from 
CAB and An Garda Síochána referred to in the question, unfortunately, this information was not 
available in time. I will write to the Deputy as soon as the report is to hand.

24/03/2021WRCCC00200Public Inquiries

24/03/2021WRCCC003001203. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice the steps she has taken to set up 
a public inquiry into the death of a person (details supplied) which was agreed to by a vote in 
Dáil Éireann; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14166/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, a retired 
Judge, Gerard Haughton, is currently conducting the scoping exercise into the tragic circum-
stances surrounding the death of the late Shane O’Farrell. 

Judge Haughton furnished an interim report to my predecessor in November 2019. In his 
interim report, the Judge stated that he would not restrict or limit Shane’s family in their sub-
missions to him or the nature and extent of the documentation they wished to furnish to him in 
his scoping exercise. 
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I can confirm that my Department expects to receive the final report from the Judge shortly. 

The Judge is of course completely independent in his work, and as Minister I can neither in-
tervene in nor direct the course of the scoping exercise. My Department has been and continues 
to provide all necessary assistance to the Judge to enable him to complete his work.

While I genuinely regret that this process has taken longer than any of us would like, I am 
also aware that the Judge is doing all that he can to ensure that the concerns which the family 
have raised with him during the process are followed through to the greatest extent possible.

With regard to the passing of a Dáil resolution in June 2018 calling for a public inquiry into 
the events surrounding the incident in which Shane O’Farrell tragically lost his life, my prede-
cessor as Minister initiated this scoping exercise to examine various matters. 

Judge Haughton has been in contact with the O’Farrell family throughout his scoping exer-
cise. I am awaiting Judge Haughton’s final report to me on the outcome of his scoping exercise, 
which will enable me to identify any matters that warrant further investigation or inquiry and 
the terms of reference thereof.

24/03/2021WRCCC00500Citizenship Applications

24/03/2021WRCCC006001204. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Justice the status of a citizenship ap-
plication by a person (details supplied). [14189/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The application from the person referred 
to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of processing. It is currently being prepared 
for submission to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 

A decision is expected to issue on the application within 3 months and the applicant’s pa-
tience in this matter is appreciated.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at: INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

  Question No. 1205 answered with Question No. 1192.

24/03/2021WRCCC00900Citizenship Applications

24/03/2021WRCCC010001206. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Justice the status of a 
citizenship application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [14205/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC01100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An application for a certificate of naturali-
sation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 5 June 2019. This application 
is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets the statu-
tory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for decision as 
expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will be requested from 
the person in due course.
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The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRCCC01200International Protection

24/03/2021WRCCC013001207. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons seek-
ing international protection here by the length of stay; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [14207/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC01400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): At the end of January 2021, there were 
5,279 cases pending at the International Protection Office (IPO).  The table below provides a 
breakdown of this figure by duration pending.

Applications pending at the IPO at the end of January 2021

Duration pending Total
Less than 3 months 356
Between 3 and 6 months 378
Between 6 and 12 months 554
Between 12 and 24 months 2,646
More than 24 months 1,345
Total 5,279

One of the key recommendations of the Expert Advisory Group, chaired by Dr. Catherine 
Day, was the reduction of processing times for both first instance decisions and appeals to 6 
months each, as far as possible. Work is underway in my Department on identifying mecha-
nisms which will assist with working towards this objective. Additional ICT resources have 
been secured for 2021 and detailed work, including an end-to-end review of processes, to guide 
enhanced processing times is underway. When this first phase of work has been carried out it 
will enable a more detailed set of milestones to be put in place.

The IPO has already begun holding virtual interviews with some applicants living outside of 
Dublin. They have also put in place a range of measures to improve efficiencies across a number 
of work streams, such as accelerated procedures, implementation of non-cooperation measures, 
and initiatives to speed up the return of completed questionnaires. Other options being explored 
include greater automation of the process including ICT improvements, revision of key docu-
mentation and a greater use of remote interviewing. 
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An additional €1.75m was secured in Budget 2021 for the efficient functioning of the in-
ternational protection system, which will help to further improve processing times for applica-
tions. By October 2022 at the latest, my Department will carry out a review of the progress 
made in reducing and improving processing times. My Department will then decide whether 
additional measures are required in order to ensure that the new system can come into operation 
without the overhang of any significant number of legacy cases.

24/03/2021WRCCC01500Immigration Support Services

24/03/2021WRCCC016001208. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn 
to the delays faced by Dublin residents wishing to make first-time applications to the INIS; and 
if consideration will be given to allowing Dublin residents attend immigration units that remain 
open outside of Dublin for this purpose. [14258/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC01700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Due to the public health restrictions cur-
rently in place under Level 5 of the Government’s Framework for Restrictive Measures in Re-
sponse to Covid-19, the Registration Office in Burgh Quay has been closed since 23 December 
2020, until further notice.

To ensure that people do not fall out of permission during the Covid-19 pandemic, six au-
tomatic extensions of immigration permissions have been provided, the most recent to 20 April 
2021. The renewal of permission is on the same basis as the existing permission and the same 
conditions attach. 

The requirement to register an immigration permission in person, for those living in Dublin, 
will not arise until the Registration Office reopens in line with the Government’s Roadmap.  
First time registrations require the taking of biometric information (fingerprints) so it is not 
possible to do these registrations online.

Customers residing in Dublin, who had appointments cancelled for a first-time registration 
and who provided a valid email address when making their appointment, will be contacted by 
the Immigration Service of my Department and given a new appointment date. 

Registrations outside of the Dublin area are processed by the Garda National Immigration 
Bureau through the Garda Station network.  Information on the contact details for all the reg-
istration offices outside Dublin is available at: https://www.garda.ie/en/about-us/our-depart-
ments/office-of-corporate-communications/news-media/reopening-of-registration-offices.html.     

Further updates will be provided on the Immigration Service website when available at: 
http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/COVID-19-updates-and-announcements.

Changes to arrangements to permit Dublin residents to register outside of Dublin are not 
under consideration.  Furthermore I am advised by the Garda Commissioner that operational 
capacity at each immigration office outside the Dublin Metropolitan Region would not permit 
such a change.

24/03/2021WRCCC01800Human Trafficking

24/03/2021WRCCC019001209. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice if her Department as per its 2021 
action plan goal 1, objective 18, work with public sector and civil society stakeholders to re-
view and strengthen processes and the legislative framework to combat human trafficking by 
the end of quarter 1 agree to the request of an organisation (details supplied) for such an engage-
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ment in which it can convey its relevant experiences with the existing processes and legislative 
framework from the perspective of undocumented migrant fishers it has encountered who have 
fulfilled the minimum criteria of the internationally recognised Delphi Indicators for human 
trafficking; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14262/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC02000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Government is fully committed to 
combatting human trafficking and to working to identify and support victims of this terrible 
crime.  

I am informed that all accusations of human trafficking in the fishery industry here are 
fully investigated by An Garda Síochána and files submitted to the DPP.  As the Deputy will be 
aware, independent decisions on prosecution are made by the DPP on the basis of evidence.  I 
am informed by An Garda Síochána that no evidence to support any of the accusations made by 
the organisation concerned has been found.  

As the Deputy is aware, the DPP is independent of Government and indeed of An Garda 
Síochána and its decisions are made on the basis of evidence.  A prosecution cannot be taken 
where there is a visible lack of evidence to support the contention that trafficking occurred.

I am also informed that the Workplace Relations Commission, which provides the machin-
ery via which victims of labour exploitation can seek redress, regardless of whether the ex-
ploitation is in the context of human trafficking or not, has also confirmed that it has found no 
evidence to support any of the accusations made.  The WRC are very active in monitoring and 
inspecting conditions in the fishing industry and have found no evidence to support any accusa-
tions made by the organisation concerned.

My Department officials have had extensive correspondence with the organisation con-
cerned and have made offers of a meeting – these offers have not been responded to.  The offer 
remains open.  I would like to stress the point that the distinction between labour exploitation 
and human trafficking (forced labour) is a very important one, and the integrity of this distinc-
tion in Irish and international law must be understood and appreciated by any non-statutory 
body that seeks to develop a collaborative relationship with the Department on our efforts to 
tackle human trafficking.

The Delphi Indicators were developed under the auspices of the International Labour Or-
ganisation of which Ireland is an active member.  The fact remains that the organisation con-
cerned has made numerous accusations of human trafficking that have not stood up to examina-
tion.

24/03/2021WRCCC02100Human Trafficking

24/03/2021WRCCC022001210. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice the additional practical supports 
for victims of human trafficking that will be in place by the end of quarter 1 of 2021 as promised 
in the 2021 action plan of her Department under section goal 1, action and objective 17.2; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14263/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC02300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Government is fully committed to 
addressing human trafficking in all forms, including through the provision of supports for vic-
tims of human trafficking, by educating the public to recognise the signs of trafficking and by 
continuing to work with our international partners in all relevant forums.  My Department has 
committed substantial funding to NGOs working to combat human trafficking.  The details are 
set out in the tables below.
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Among the priority actions that will be taken to ensure victims of trafficking are identified, 
protected, and provided with all the supports needed is the creation of a new wider National Re-
ferral Mechanism to protect and promote the human rights of trafficking victims The supports 
available under the NRM include accommodation, medical care, care planning, legal advice 
and aid, immigration permission, police services, employment and vocational training, transla-
tion and interpretation services and voluntary return home. I will be bringing my proposals for 
a new NRM to Government in April.

My Department is also working with the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) 
Ireland on a Cultural Mediation project.  The project will build the capacity of State profes-
sionals who work with/for migrants, to identify and address the needs of (potential) victims of 
gender based violence and trafficking more effectively and to provide culturally sensitive sup-
port to them. It will also allow victims of gender based violence and trafficking better access 
information and effectively engage with support and referral services and will promote a cultur-
ally sensitive approach to victims, through the use of cultural mediators.

TABLES

 Core Funding   €
 Ruhama including COVID  €609,868
 Ruhama Exit   Pathways                                    €27,620
 MRCI  €83,500
 IOM Cultural Mediation Service   Project 
II          

 €250,000

 Dormant Account Funding  
 IOM  €30,000

Awareness Raising/Frontline Training

Migrant Rights Centre Ireland €28,754 to develop information resources 
and training on awareness of Human   Traf-
ficking for labour exploitation

Immigrant Council of Ireland €35,000 for development and delivery of 
introductory and advanced online training   
modules on awareness raising of human 
trafficking in Ireland

MECPATHS €20,398 for development and delivery of 
online education and awareness raising of   
human trafficking in Ireland to frontline 
professionals and students within the hospi-
tality and services sectors and now for the 
aviation sector

DORAS €23,552  for development and delivery 
of training and information resources on 
awareness raising of human trafficking 
aimed at frontline staff and volunteers to 
build capacity

24/03/2021WRCCC02400Immigration Data
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24/03/2021WRCCC025001211. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice the number of permissions her 
Department has issued in the course 2020 and to date in 2021 to reside and work in the State 
to non-EEA, UK and Swiss nationals on stamp 1 conditions subject to the general requirement 
that the person in question be in employment, rather than the usual requirement that they be 
employed by a named employer; the number of permissions of the latter type that have been 
issued in the same period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14264/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC02600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Unfortunately, the statistics requested by 
the Deputy are not maintained by the Immigration Service of my Department in this manner. 

These permissions are classified on the Immigration Service databases as Stamp 1. There 
is no way of identifying those specifically granted a Stamp 1 without the requirement for an 
employment permit. 

The retrieval of this data would require a case by case examination of applications received 
during the timeframe specified and would represent a significant diversion of resources from 
day to day processing.

24/03/2021WRCCC02700Work Permits

24/03/2021WRCCC028001212. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice the number of letters of notifica-
tion that were sent in 2020 and to date in 2021 by her Department to participants in the atypical 
working scheme for non-EEA crew in the Irish fishing fleet notifying them that their contract 
of employment has ceased and that they should furnish details of their new contract of employ-
ment under the scheme within 28 days of the issue of the letter; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14265/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC02900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Atypical Scheme for non-EEA Crew 
in the Irish Fishing Fleet was established as a cross Departmental response to address the matter 
of non-EEA workers on certain categories of vessels in the Irish fishing fleet. A number of De-
partments are involved in the scheme and it is monitored by an Oversight Committee, chaired 
by the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine with members from relevant Departments 
and State Agencies, including my own. 

The terms of the Scheme require that the contract of employment must be of a 12 month 
duration. Where it arises, the Immigration Service of my Department will issue to the fisher a 
letter of notification that it has come to the attention of my Department that the fisher’s contract 
of employment has ceased, and notify the fisher that he/she should furnish details of his/her new 
contract of employment under the Scheme within 28 days of the issue of the letter.

Only a small number of such letters have issued, as follows:

Year No of Letters Issued
2020 11
2021 01
Total 12

This represents a very small number of the permissions granted in either of these years:

Application New Renewal Total
2020 40 143 183
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Application New Renewal Total
2021 to date 25 20 45
Total 65 163 228

The Atypical application process includes the drawing up of a contract which includes, for 
example, payment of wages in line with the minimum wage; that the medical needs of the em-
ployee must be provided for by the employer; and when an employment is terminated the em-
ployer must repatriate the employee to their home country. This contract, prepared by a solicitor 
practising in the State on behalf of the employer, is submitted in the first instance to the Central 
Depository administered by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and thereafter 
an application is made to the Immigration Service for an immigration permission. Each contract 
is certified by a solicitor as follows: 

1. that the terms of the scheme are met;

2. that the conditions of employment are in accordance with the relevant legislation and that 
wages are not less than the National Minimum Wage – currently €10.10 per hour; and

3. that there is a statement from the vessel owner that they will enroll the crew member in a 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) Safety Training Scheme prior to commencement of employment.

Any abuses or otherwise of the employment conditions of any non-EEA National in the 
Irish fishing industry is a matter for the Workplace Relations Commission, the Marine Survey 
Office, the Gardaí and other appropriate authorities of the State.

24/03/2021WRCCC03000Garda Deployment

24/03/2021WRCCC031001213. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the number of community 
gardaí in Cork city by month in 2020 and to date in 2021. [14279/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC03200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can inform the Deputy that An Garda 
Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021.  The signifi-
cant level of funding provided over recent years is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of 
Garda members and staff.  As a result, there are now approximately 14,600 Garda members and 
over 3,000 Garda staff nationwide.  

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner is responsible under the law for 
the management and administration of An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters and 
deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no role in such decisions.  I am assured, however, 
that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the con-
text of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use. 

A detailed breakdown of the Garda workforce, including the national distribution of Com-
munity Gardaí, is available on my Department’s website, in the interests of transparency and 
for the convenience of Deputies and the wider public.  This information is updated every month 
with the latest data provided by An Garda Síochána.  The Information requested in relation to 
Community Garda may be accessed along with information about the wider Garda workforce 
at the following link:

  http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce

It is important to note that to date, the official categorisation as a Community Garda has 
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simply referred to those exclusively assigned to building relationships with local communities 
and civil society including giving talks to schools, community groups and others.  However, 
it is important to consider that community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána and 
all Gardaí have a role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties.  Indeed, this 
is fundamental to the new Garda Operating Model recommended by the Commission on the 
Future of Policing in Ireland and currently being rolled out under ‘A Policing Service for Our 
Future’, the Government’s implementation plan for the Commission’s recommendations.

  Question No. 1214 answered with Question No. 1191.

24/03/2021WRCCC03400Courts Service

24/03/2021WRCCC035001215. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice her views on providing travel 
expenses for jury service to ensure that those living in rural areas have equal access to serving 
on juries; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14341/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC036001216. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice her views on allowing non-Irish 
citizens living in Ireland participate in jury service; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14342/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC03700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1215 and 
1216 together.

Jury service exists to protect an individual’s rights and to involve the public in the admin-
istration of justice. Jury service is one of the most important civic duties that a person can be 
asked to perform. While there are no expenses paid to jurors who are called for jury duty, lunch 
and refreshments are provided for those who ultimately serve on a jury.  Information for po-
tential jurors on jury duty is posted with jury summonses and can also be found on the Courts 
Service website.  This information includes an outline of the position regarding expenses and 
explains that employers must continue to pay an employee while engaged on jury duty.  Self-
employed persons can seek to be excused by the County Registrar.

My Department’s Statement of Strategy has, as one of 5 priorities, the modernisation of the 
courts system. I would intend that, in due course, the overall operation of the jury system will be 
reviewed  in that context, and any necessary reforms will be addressed in primary legislation, 
including as appropriate the specific points raised by the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRCCC03900Legislative Measures

24/03/2021WRCCC040001217. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice when she plans to issue regulations 
giving effect to the provisions of section 12 of the Mediation Act 2017. [14365/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC04100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Section 12 of the Mediation Act 2017, 
provides that, subject to certain conditions, the Minister for Justice may, by Order, declare that 
a specified body shall be recognised for the purposes of the Act as the Mediation Council of 
Ireland.  

Under my Justice Plan 2021, it is the intention that the Order be made, with the continuing 
engagement of the mediation sector, by the end of Quarter 2 of this year so that the new Council 
will be established. This reform will support the ongoing development of the mediation pro-
fession as an accessible alternative to more costly and time-consuming legal proceedings with 
long-term benefits for both private citizens and enterprise.
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Before such a body can be recognised it must first meet the minimum requirements set out 
in the Schedule to the Act. The Schedule sets out its functions which include the promotion of 
the mediation sector, the establishment of a register of mediators and the development of codes 
of practice for ministerial approval. It also provides that the Council will have eleven members 
five of whom will, in broad terms, be representative of the mediation sector and six of whom, 
including the Chair, will be appointed to represent the public interest whose selection criteria 
will be made public at the appropriate time. Again, under the 2017 Act, such an Order cannot 
be made unless the body concerned complies with the minimum requirements specified in the 
Schedule and is sufficiently representative of mediation interests involved in the mediation sec-
tor.

The Legal Aid Board has previously brought together an informal group of key stakeholders 
by way of developing proposals for the establishment of the Mediation Council under the rel-
evant terms of the 2017 Act. Initial proposals made by the group have been under consideration 
by my Department. These remain the subject of ongoing development and discussion with the 
mediation sector and other stakeholders in preparation for the relevant Order being made. As 
required under the Act, I will be giving public notice of my intention to make the Order and 
making a draft of it available on my Department’s website while allowing 30 days for public 
submissions. 

A draft of the proposed Order will be laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas for approval 
by resolution before the Order is finally made.

24/03/2021WRCCC04200Legal Aid

24/03/2021WRCCC043001218. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice if she will consider raising the current 
thresholds for legal aid. [14366/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC044001254. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 296 of 21 January 2021, the stage at which the comprehensive review of the cur-
rent civil legal aid scheme by her Department is; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14964/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC04500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1218 and 
1254 together.

The Justice Plan 2021, which I published recently, contains a commitment to commence a 
review of the Civil Legal Aid Scheme this year. In this regard, my Department is currently in 
the process of scoping the review and it is expected that it will commence in the third quarter 
of the year. One of the areas which may be considered in the context of the proposed review is 
eligibility for civil legal aid. 

Since the enactment of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the making of the Civil Legal Reg-
ulations 1996, the Regulations relating to financial eligibility have been substantially revised 
on three occasions. Applicants for Legal Aid must satisfy both financial eligibility criteria and 
a test of the merits of their case before they can qualify for legal advice and representation in 
accordance with the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the associated Civil Legal Aid Regulations 
1996-2017. 

In recognition of the competing demands being made on the legal aid scheme, under Budget 
2021, I secured an increased provision of over €2 million for the Legal Aid Board bringing its 
total funding to €44.6 million for this year representing a 6% increase.
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24/03/2021WRCCC04600Court Sittings

24/03/2021WRCCC047001219. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the average number of sitting days 
dedicated to family law by court circuit in tabular form. [14367/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC04800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Under the provisions of the Courts Ser-
vice Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is 
independent in its functions. However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had 
enquiries made regarding the average number of sitting days dedicated to family law by court 
circuit. 

The Courts Service has informed me that they are compiling the requested data. However, 
it is not possible for them to provide it within the time available. I will forward the information 
to the Deputy directly as soon as it is received from the Court Service.

24/03/2021WRCCC04900Family Law Cases

24/03/2021WRCCC050001220. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice if she will consider a White Paper 
policy response to implement the non-legislative aspects of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on 
Justice and Equality report on reform of the family law system. [14368/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC05100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Family law reform is a major element of 
my Justice Plan 2021. The Programme for Government contains a commitment to enact a Fam-
ily Court Bill to create a new dedicated Family Court within the existing court structure and 
provide for court procedures that support a less adversarial resolution of disputes where this is 
possible and appropriate. In September 2020, the Government approved the drafting of a Fam-
ily Court Bill along the lines of the General Scheme which I have published.  In the preparation 
of the General Scheme, account has been taken of the Report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Justice and Equality on the Reform of the Family Law System, published in October 2019.  

While there are currently no plans for a white paper, the Deputy will be aware that sepa-
rately from the forthcoming legislation, and also in September 2020, the Family Justice Over-
sight Group was established by my Department. This group will agree a high-level vision and 
key medium and longer-term objectives for the development of a national family justice system 
in parallel with the establishment of a dedicated Family Court structure as envisaged by the 
forthcoming Family Court Bill.  The establishment of this group recognises the need to involve 
the key state bodies who will need to deliver this substantial reform at the earliest stage in the 
process. Membership of this group includes officials from my department as well as representa-
tives from the Courts Service, the Legal Aid Board and officials from the Department of Chil-
dren, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. In addition, the Chief Justice has nominated 
three members of the judiciary to the group representing the district, circuit and high courts - all 
of whom have extensive experience of dealing with family law cases - to contribute on the 
practical elements of implementing this change.

The overall aim is to change the culture so that the focus of the family justice system meets 
the complex needs of people who need help with family justice issues.

The Justice Plan 2021 also provides for the commencement of a review of the Civil Legal 
Aid Scheme this year.  Review of the scheme was recommended by the Joint Oireachtas Com-
mittee on Justice and Equality in its report on the Reform of the Family Law System.
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24/03/2021WRCCC05200Residency Permits

24/03/2021WRCCC053001221. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice the status of an application for 
a permanent residence card by a person (details supplied). [14376/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC05400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Deputy 
submitted an application for a Permanent Residence card to the EU Treaty Rights Unit of the 
Immigration Service of my Department on 6 February 2020.

Processing of this application is ongoing at present.  As each application is examined under 
its own merits, I am unable to give an exact timeframe for its completion.  However, there will 
be no avoidable delay in finalising the application and the person concerned will be contacted 
in writing as that time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRCCC05500Closed-Circuit Television Systems

24/03/2021WRCCC056001222. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice if the Policing Authority 
has issued guidelines to the Garda Commissioner regarding the supervision and control by the 
Commissioner of the monitoring of CCTV by authorised persons under section 38 (11) of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005; and if so, if a copy of same will be provided. [14392/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC05700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be aware, work is at an 
advanced stage in my Department on the preparation of a General Scheme of a Bill to provide 
statutory underpinning for Garda overt recording, which will include CCTV authorised in local 
communities by the Garda Commissioner.  When enacted, this legislation will replace Section 
38 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, to which the Deputy has referred.

Once the General Scheme of the proposed new legislation on digital recordings has been 
published, a further review of the terms and conditions of the scheme will be carried out in the 
first half of 2021, to bring it into line with the proposals for this new legislation, and in keeping 
with the commitment in the new Programme for Government, Our Shared Future.  Following 
completion of this review, appropriate guidance will issue to An Garda Síochána on the control 
and supervision of CCTV systems.

24/03/2021WRCCC05800Immigration Controls

24/03/2021WRCCC059001223. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice if procedures are in place to 
allow persons to continue to work on a stamp 4 visa that has expired; and if persons in this cat-
egory will be issued with a temporary permission. [14400/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC06000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): To ensure that people do not fall out of 
permission during the pandemic, six automatic extensions of immigration permissions have 
been provided, the most recent to 20 April 2021. The renewal of permission is on the same basis 
as the existing permission and the same conditions attach. In relation to persons with existing 
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permission under Directive 2004/38/EC (Free Movement Directive), the automatic renewal is 
subject to the requirement that the person is complying with the requirements of the Directive.

Due to the public health restrictions currently in place under Level 5 of the Government’s 
Framework for Restrictive Measures in Response to Covid-19, the Registration Office in Burgh 
Quay has been closed since 23 December 2020, until further notice.

All registration renewals in the Dublin area are being processed online only and the sys-
tem has been available for all applicants since 20 July 2020 at https://inisonline.jahs.ie.  Last 
December, the requirement to include a passport as part of an application was removed. This 
reduces the time taken to process the application and eliminates the associated cost of registered 
post when sending the passport as part of the application.   

The online renewal system is available to people who: 

- Are resident in Dublin City or Dublin County; 

- Are currently in the State; 

- Have previously registered with the Immigration Service; 

- Are renewing one of the following stamps:  Stamp 0, Stamp 1, Stamp 1A, Stamp1G, Stamp 
2, Stamp 2A, Stamp 3, Stamp 4, or Stamp4EUFAM; and

- Have an IRP card that is expired or is due to expire within 29 days.  

Further information on the operation of this service is available on our website at: http://
www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/renew-registration

Renewals of registrations for persons residing outside of the Dublin area are processed by 
the Garda National Immigration Bureau through the Garda Station network.  Information on the 
contact details for all the registration offices outside Dublin is available at: https://www.garda.
ie/en/about-us/our-departments/office-of-corporate-communications/news-media/reopening-
of-registration-offices.html.  

For people whose last permission expired before 20 March 2020, when the first automatic 
extension of permissions was announced, they are advised to write to the Immigration Service 
of my Department and request to regularise their position in the State. When submitting their 
request, they should outline their current circumstances, the date of their arrival in the State. 
They should also enclose a copy of their passport, along with any documentation that they 
believe will support their case. The application should be submitted, via registered post, to Do-
mestic Residence and Permissions Division - Unit 2, Immigration Service, 13/14 Burgh Quay, 
Dublin 2, D02 XK70.  

Domestic Residence and Permissions, Unit 2, do not issue temporary permissions but

endeavour to make a decision on all applications as soon as possible. The onus is on the 
permission holder to renew his or her permission before it expires.

I would encourage any person who is resident in the State without permission to contact the 
Department or their local immigration office and to take all appropriate steps to regularise their 
position in the state.

24/03/2021WRCCC06100Leave to Remain
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24/03/2021WRCCC062001224. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Justice if a decision will issue on a leave 
to remain request in the case of a person (details supplied). [14403/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC06300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Deputy 
received a final decision on their application on 28 October 2020 and was asked to consider 
the option of voluntary return, for which my Department would provide assistance. No Depor-
tation Order has been made at this time, as my Department has suspended the issuing of Depor-
tation Orders during the current Level 5 restrictions. 

In circumstances where a Deportation Order is ultimately made, the person can make a 
request to have that Order revoked, if they can point to new information or materially changed 
circumstances which were not presented, nor were capable of being presented, when the de-
cision to make the Deportation Order was taken. Any request made will be considered on its 
individual merits.

24/03/2021WRCCC06400Residency Permits

24/03/2021WRCCC065001225. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14411/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC06600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Deputy is 
the subject of a Deportation Order, signed on 20 February 2019, requiring them to remove 
themselves from the State and to remain outside the State. The enforcement of the Deportation 
Order is a matter for the Garda National Immigration Bureau.

However, representations have since been received on behalf of the person concerned, re-
questing that the Deportation Order be revoked pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(11) of 
the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended). This request will be considered as soon as possible 
and the decision to either “affirm” or “revoke” the existing Deportation Order will be communi-
cated to the person concerned in writing. There will be no avoidable delay in having their case 
brought to finality. In the meantime, the Deportation Order remains valid and in place.

Queries in relation to the status of individual cases may be made directly to my Department 
by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which has been 
specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such 
cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Ques-
tions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRCCC06700Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRCCC068001226. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the details of the process 
through which her Department drafts and produces legislation; if her Department outsources 
the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was outsourced since she took 
office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14424/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC06900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the need for 
legislation can arise through many avenues such as court judgments, EU instruments, expert 
reports or other new policy initiatives. Once such a need arises, and the Government approves, 
a General Scheme of a Bill is prepared by my Department. 
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The General Scheme sets out, in plain language, the provisions which are necessary to 
achieve the policy objectives of the Bill. This could be the creation of criminal offences or the 
establishment of a new Body for example. The Department engages with relevant stakeholders 
as the scheme is being developed to advise on practical matters and legal issues as appropriate.  

Once the General Scheme drafted, it is submitted to Government for approval for formal 
drafting and it is published on my Department’s website. At this stage, it is sent to the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Justice for pre-legislative scrutiny to be carried out if the Committee 
wishes to do so. 

The General Scheme is also sent to the Office of Parliamentary Counsel in the Office of the 
Attorney General to be drafted in parliamentary language and formatted appropriately prior to 
being published as a Bill by the Bills Office. The length of time involved in drafting legislation 
can vary depending on the subject matter and complexities involved.

In relation to the Deputy’s question regarding outsourcing the drafting of legislation, this is 
generally completed in-house by my officials in the Department. To meet additional legislative 
demands arising as a result of COVID-19, the Department engaged former civil servants with 
expertise in legislation to support the additional drafting requirements, at a cost of ca. €14,500 
since I took office as Minister for Justice.  They have supported the Criminal Justice and Civil 
Legislation teams on various pieces of drafting as required.

24/03/2021WRCCC07000Peace Commissioners

24/03/2021WRCCC071001227. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if an updated certificate of a 
peace commissionership will be provided to a person (details supplied). [14432/21]

24/03/2021WRCCC07200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can inform the Deputy that the person 
concerned was forwarded his warrant of appointment as a Peace Commissioner on Friday 12 
March 2021.

24/03/2021WRDDD00200Court Judgments

24/03/2021WRDDD003001228. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice the steps she is taking to 
bring awards to minor injuries in line with international norms; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [14439/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD004001234. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice her plans for the moni-
toring of the implementation of the new guidelines on personal injury awards; her plans to an-
nounce a review period of the guidelines with a view to ascertaining their impact on insurance 
premiums and the overall reform of the sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14544/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD00500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1228 and 
1234 together.

Insurance reform is a key priority for this Government. It is reflected in the Programme for 
Government itself, in the Government’s Action Plan for Insurance Reform, which was launched 
last December, and in the Justice Plan 2021, which I published recently.

The Government’s Action Plan for Insurance Reform sets out 66 actions designed to: bring 
down costs for consumers and business; introduce more competition into the market; prevent 
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fraud and reduce the burden on business, community and voluntary organisations. The Action 
Plan includes actions to be taken by my department, the Department of Finance and the Depart-
ment of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. The implementation of the Action Plan is being 
overseen by the Sub-Group on Insurance Reform within the Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Recovery and Investment.

Following publication and adoption of the Personal Injuries Guidelines by the Judicial 
Council, I recently secured Cabinet approval to amend the Judicial Council Act 2019 and the 
Personal Injuries Assessment Board Act 2003 to bring the new Guidelines into effect.  The nec-
essary legislation is currently progressing through the Oireachtas.  As regards monitoring the 
implementation of the guidelines, I will, in line with my commitments under the Action Plan 
for Insurance Reform, be reporting to the Government on the implementation and early impact 
of the Guidelines by the end of the year.  

In addition to the adoption and publication of the personal injury guidelines, my department 
is developing proposals in relation to:

- the Occupiers’ Liability Act 1995, 

- the discount rate applied to awards in cases of catastrophic injury, and 

- the Law Reform Commission Report on the Capping Damages in Personal Injury Actions.

24/03/2021WRDDD00600Crime Data

24/03/2021WRDDD007001229. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice the number of and value of can-
nabis seizures and confiscations in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [14442/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD00800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have contacted the Garda authorities to 
provide the information as requested by the Deputy. Unfortunately, this report was not available 
in time and I will write to the Deputy as soon as it is to hand.

24/03/2021WRDDD00900Immigration Status

24/03/2021WRDDD010001230. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the correct procedure to 
be followed by a person in their circumstances (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14453/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD01100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Deputy pre-
viously submitted an application for a De Facto Relationship to the Immigration Service of my 
Department on 10 October 2018. This application was examined in detail and a decision was 
made to refuse the application on 29 April 2019. 

It is open to the person concerned to submit a new application for preclearance under the 
Irish Nationals De Facto Partners programme.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
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response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

Question No. 1231 answered with Question No. 1192.

Question No. 1232 answered with Question No. 1191.

24/03/2021WRDDD01400Citizenship Applications

24/03/2021WRDDD015001233. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [14528/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD01600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 5 November 2019. This 
application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for deci-
sion as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will be requested 
from the person in due course.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

  Question No. 1234 answered with Question No. 1228.

24/03/2021WRDDD01800Property Management Companies

24/03/2021WRDDD019001235. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Justice the procedures in place under 
the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 to deal with the letting agents and companies that fail to 
either transfer rent collected from tenants, fail to deal with maintenance issues in properties or 
that do not comply with the agreement with the owner of the property; her plans to review and 
improve the legislation in this area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14575/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD020001270. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice the recourse available to an 
apartment owner when their owners’ management company has not provided them an adequate 
response to concerns regarding possible structural issues in their apartment block; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [15425/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD021001273. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice if consideration is being given 



Questions - Written Answers

700

to reform of the Multi-Unit Development Act 2011; if so, the timeline for same; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15500/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD02200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1235, 
1270 and 1273 together.

In the Programme for Government, the Government has committed to conduct a review of 
the existing management company legislation.  My department will engage with relevant de-
partments in relation to advancing this matter. 

The Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 was enacted with the primary purposes of reform-
ing the law relating to the ownership and management of common areas of multi-unit devel-
opments and facilitating the fair, efficient and effective management of owners’ management 
companies (OMCs). 

These are companies registered under the Companies Acts, the members of which are the 
owners of residential units within the development and are established for the purposes of own-
ership and management of the common areas. 

Insofar as the enforcement of any right conferred, or obligation imposed, by the Act is con-
cerned, sections 24 and 26 provide that a person may apply to the Circuit Court for an order to 
enforce any such right or obligation.  Section 25 defines the persons who may apply for, or ap-
pear and be heard at, an application for a court order under section 24.  They include the devel-
oper, the OMC, an owner of a residential unit in the development (i.e. a member of the OMC) 
or such other person as the court sees fit.  The Court, if satisfied that a right has been infringed 
or an obligation has not been discharged, may make such remedial order as it deems appropriate 
in the circumstances with a view to ensuring the effective enforcement of the right or the effec-
tive discharge of the obligation in respect of the development concerned.  The Act also contains 
provisions which encourage the resolution of disputes that may arise between parties by means 
of mediation rather than recourse to court proceedings. 

More generally, statutory provisions governing the regulation of companies, including those 
concerning the memorandum and articles of association, the appointment and responsibilities 
of directors and requirements for submitting annual financial returns, are set out in the Compa-
nies Acts.

The provision of property services to consumers in Ireland is subject to a detailed legisla-
tive framework of licensing, regulation, monitoring and enforcement, under the Property Ser-
vices Regulation Act 2011. The Act also established the Property Services Regulatory Authority 
(PSRA), a statutory regulatory body specifically tasked with responsibility for licensing and 
regulating property services providers (auctioneers, estate agents, letting agents and property 
management agents). 

The Act sets out certain standards and obligations that licensed property services providers 
must comply with aimed at ensuring protection for their clients, including an obligation, under 
section 43 of the Act, on every licensee to issue a letter of engagement to his or her client which 
must be signed by both parties within 7 working days of starting to provide a property service 
or agreeing to provide such a service. The Act sets out the minimum contents of a letter of en-
gagement, including details of the services to be provided to the client, details of any fees or 
commission payable by the client and requirements in relation to the deposit of client moneys. 
Failure to comply with section 43 is improper conduct under the Act.

Furthermore, the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011 (Minimum Standards) Regula-
tions 2020 (S.I. No. 564 of 2020), which came into effect on 30 November 2020, set out a range 
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of minimum standards to be observed in the provision of property services by licensees to their 
clients.  In accordance with these Regulations, where a licensee holds a security deposit, in 
relation to the letting of property, which is due to be paid to a client or returned to a tenant, the 
licensee is required to make such payment to the client or tenant as provided for in the letter 
of engagement or, if not so specified, not later than 10 working days after the day the tenant 
vacates the property, save in exceptional circumstances. Failure to comply with the standards 
set out in the Regulations amounts to improper conduct. 

The PSRA is empowered to investigate complaints of improper conduct made against li-
censed property services providers, and to launch investigations on its own initiative for the 
purpose of ensuring compliance by property services providers with their statutory obligations. 
Where a finding of improper conduct is made by the PSRA, it can impose a range of sanctions: 
namely, issue a reprimand, warning, caution or advice, suspend or revoke a licence, or direct the 
licensee to pay a financial penalty (i.e. pay up to €50,000 into the Property Services Compensa-
tion Fund, up to €50,000 to the PSRA towards the cost of the investigation, up to €250,000 to 
the PSRA by way of financial penalty or any combination of the foregoing).

While my Department keeps the operation of the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011 
under review, I have no plans at present to amend the Act in the manner suggested by the 
Deputy.

  Question No. 1236 answered with Question No. 1191.

24/03/2021WRDDD02400Garda Stations

24/03/2021WRDDD025001237. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice if she will consider the provision 
of a new Garda station for the Castletroy, Annacotty, area of Limerick city (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14601/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD02600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda 
Commissioner is by law responsible for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters and the deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no 
role in these decisions.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution 
of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to 
ensure their optimum use.

The programme of replacement and refurbishment of Garda accommodation is progressed 
by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the OPW, which has responsibility 
for the provision and maintenance of Garda accommodation. 

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 is based on agreed Garda 
priorities and benefits over 30 locations around the country, underpinned by significant Exche-
quer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes.  The objective of this investment is to address 
deficiencies in the Garda estate and provide fit-for-purpose facilities for Garda members and 
staff as well as the public.

I am informed that the current Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme does not in-
clude the development of a new Garda station in Annacotty, Co. Limerick. 

An Garda Síochána will give consideration to the need for new Garda Stations, in Annacotty 
and for other locations, in the context of the overall accommodation requirements arising from 
the ongoing expansion of the Garda workforce, the policing reform plan A Policing Service 
For Our Future, and the implementation of the new Garda operating model which will inform 
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the overall accommodation priorities of An Garda Síochána over the years 2022-2026.

The Deputy may wish to note that there has been a significant increase in Garda resources in 
Limerick in recent years.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of the end of February 
2021, the latest date for which figures are available, a total of 599 Garda members were as-
signed to the Limerick Division, in addition to 79 Garda staff.  By contrast, in December 2015 
there were a total of 554 Garda members and 51 Garda staff in the Division.  These figures 
represent increases of 8% and almost 55% respectively.

A detailed breakdown of Garda numbers by Division, District and Station is available on 
my Department’s website, in the interests of transparency and for the convenience of Deputies 
and the wider public.  This information is updated every month with the latest data provided 
by An Garda Síochána.  The Information on Garda members requested may be accessed at the 
following link: 

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce

24/03/2021WRDDD02700Law Reform Commission

24/03/2021WRDDD028001238. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Justice if the report of the Law 
Reform Commission on legislative caps on insurance awards has been considered; and if the 
concerns expressed by some of constitutional barriers have been resolved. [14674/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD02900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Law Reform Commission published 
its Report on Capping Damages in Personal Injuries Actions on 30 September 2020. The Report 
forms part of the Commission’s Fifth Programme of Law Reform and it follows the publication 
of a consultative Issues Paper on this subject in December 2019.

The Report examines whether it would be constitutionally permissible, or otherwise desir-
able, to provide for a statutory regime that would place a cap or tariff on some or all categories 
of general damages in personal injuries cases. 

The Commission examined four potential legislative models, taking account of the constitu-
tional requirements which are relevant to any legislation on capping general damages.

The report concluded that of the four models, two of them appear, in principle, to be consti-
tutionally permissible.

One of these models is a proposed combination of elements of the New South Wales Civil 
Liability Act 2002 and the England and Wales Civil Liability Act 2018.  

The second model proposes that the maximum upper limit continue to be set by the courts, 
with the upper limit for lesser injuries being proportionate to the overall maximum.  The Law 
Reform Commission Report noted at the time of publication that this was closest to the scenario 
envisaged with the preparation and adoption of the personal injuries guidelines by the Judicial 
Council.  The Commission concluded that it would be entirely appropriate and desirable that 
the will of the Oireachtas, in the conferring of extensive functions on the Judicial Council to 
develop the guidelines, should be given some time to be applied in practice.

Amendments to the Judicial Council Act 2019 to give effect to these guidelines is currently 
progressing through the Oireachtas and it is hoped that it will be enacted as soon as possible.

My department is currently examining the implications arising from the Law Reform Com-
mission’s report and developing proposals in relation to it.
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24/03/2021WRDDD03000Crime Prevention

24/03/2021WRDDD031001239. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice if additional measures can be 
taken to deal with the so-called revolving door system whereby convicted criminals who have 
not yet completed their custodial sentences or persons out on bail reoffend; her views on the 
actions that can be taken to stop convicted criminals from reoffending generally; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [14701/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD03200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Public safety is an absolute priority for me 
as Minister for Justice and working to reduce re-offending and minimise the risk of further harm 
to victims and society through the implementation of effective evidence-based penal policy, 
is a key part of that task. As the Deputy may be aware, a number of initiatives have already 
been introduced over the past decade to reduce reoffending including Community Return and 
Community Support Schemes and the Joint Agency Response to Crime (JARC). 

Community Return and Community Support Schemes were introduced in 2011 and aim to 
increase support for prisoners prior to their release from prison, upon their release, and then for 
a period after their release in order to break the cycle of offending. It is an incentivised scheme 
for the supervised release of qualifying prisoners who complete unpaid community work as a 
condition of their early release. It gives this cohort, whom the Irish Prison Service and Proba-
tion Service have carefully assessed as being suitable and motivated, the opportunity of early 
and renewable temporary release with resettlement support.  It is available for those who have 
been assessed as posing no threat to the community; are serving more than one year and fewer 
than eight years, and who have served at least 50% of their sentence.

Supervised community sanctions help in reducing reoffending, make communities safer 
and, with proper supports, positively reintegrate offenders back into their communities. Com-
munity Return is a further pathway which assists with a move away from criminality and pro-
vides prisoners with the opportunity to make a positive contribution to society. The provisional 
figures Community Return cases in 2020 was in the region of 290 with an overall compliance 
rate of approximately 95%. 

The JARC is a multi-agency response to the supervision and rehabilitation of offenders 
which commenced in 2014, primarily involving the Irish Prison Service, the Probation Service, 
AN Garda Síochána and my Department. The programme aims to target prolific offenders who 
are responsible for large amounts of crime. In order to reduce crime and enhance public safety, 
the selected prolific offenders are managed through the integration of policy and practice be-
tween the J-ARC agencies.

In terms of looking to the future, Goal three of the recently published Justice Plan 2021 
contains eight specific actions to reduce re-offending rates for those convicted of crime. These 
actions include a commitment to publish a Policy Review on Penal Policy which will set out 
the actions to be taken to reduce the rate of reoffending and the establishment of a Penal Policy 
Consultative Council to advise on penal policy. 

I have also committed to commence a policy review to consider custodial sentences of less 
than 12 months in consultation with the IPS and Probation Service and a policy review of the 
Criminal Justice (Community Sanctions) Bill 2014 in consultation with the Probation Service 
and IPS in conjunction with a review of the operation of the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 
2014. 

As you may be aware, I have also committed to publish proposals to extend the range of 
the spent convictions legislation to widen the cohort who can benefit from greater employment 
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opportunities as well as to implement the “Working to Change” Social Enterprise and Employ-
ment Strategy 2021-2023 to improve the employment options for people with convictions. The 
focus will be on removing barriers and increasing opportunities for people with convictions to 
participate in both social enterprise and mainstream employment options, as well as entrepre-
neurship opportunities.

The Deputy will also be interested to know that the latest figures for Probation Re-offending 
Statistics, published on 17 November 2020, is a detailed study of recidivism among offenders 
placed under Probation Service supervision, including those on Community Service Orders. 
Overall almost 69% of offenders did not re-offend within a one year period of being placed 
under the supervision of the Probation Service. It further showed that 71.7% of offenders on 
Community Service Orders did not re-offend within that period and 84.1% for those under 
Post Release Supervision Order. This can be compared with the previous 2008 cohort figure 
of 61.6% of offenders on Community Service Orders not re-offending within a 3 year period.

The above figures indicate a recidivism rate of 31.1% for those persons given a Community 
Service Order. The level of reoffending within one year has fallen from a high of 35.5% in the 
2008 cohort.

I am confident that the joint initiatives being undertaken within the criminal justice sec-
tor, including the Community Return and Community Support Schemes, will result in lower 
recidivism levels being reported in the prison cohort in future and I am very pleased with the 
continued improvement in offending reduction among those on probation supervision.

24/03/2021WRDDD03300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDD034001240. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice the number of Garda checks 
that have occurred on a weekly basis from 6 February 2021 to date on persons quarantining 
at home after arriving here in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[14735/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD03500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, An Garda 
Síochána is responsible for policing the public health regulations made under the Health Act 
1947.  

I am informed by Garda management that An Garda Síochána has been receiving passenger 
location information from the Department of Health’s service provider since 24 February 2021.  
This information relates to people arriving into the State who are suspected of breaching the 
requirement to quarantine at home.  I am further informed that the information is provided daily 
to An Garda Síochána approximately 6 days after the individual arrives into the State.  Checks 
are then scheduled in cases where the data passes preliminary validation by the Gardaí.

 I am informed that an implementation pilot has been established in 6 Garda Divisions 
which involves the Garda National Immigration Bureau forwarding requests for local Gardaí in 
these divisions to call to people to check on compliance.   The expansion of this work to cover 
all Garda divisions will be supported by work ongoing in the Department of Health on enhance-
ments to the passenger locator form. 

An Garda Síochána have advised that in the period between 24 February 2021 and 22 March 
2021, the details of 1,300 individuals were referred to local Gardaí for checks to be carried 
out on these people quarantining at home. An Garda Síochána report that up to 14 March, 590 
checks on people quarantining at home were recorded during this period with a weekly break-
down as set out below. Data up to 21 March is expected to be available by the end of this week.
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Week Ending Number of Checks
28 February 2021 100
7 March 2021 265
14 March 2021 225
  *This is operational data and is subject to change.

24/03/2021WRDDD03600Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRDDD037001241. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Justice the five most recent sig-
nificant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of her Department which have 
required her sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal 
for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements making up this 
period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in 
assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contractors; and the way this dura-
tion compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset of the process. [14782/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD03800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to advise the Deputy that the largest 
infrastructural capital projects in the Justice Sector currently are the:

1. Redevelopment of Limerick Prison

2. Construction of a new forensic science laboratory

3. Construction of a new Garda Control and Operations Centre

Further information regarding each of these projects is as follows: 

Redevelopment of Limerick Prison

This project will provide upgrade works to the male prison and a new female wing at Limer-
ick prison.  The Project was initiated in June 2014.  Planning approval was granted in February 
2016.  The procurement process concluded in July 2018.  Due to a legal a challenge, construc-
tion did not commence until February 2019. The project is progressing well and while impacted 
by COVID restrictions is expected to be completed by end 2021 within budget. 

Construction of a new forensic science laboratory

This project will provide Forensic Science Ireland (FSI) with a new modern forensic labora-
tory in Backweston in Co. Kildare. The Project was initiated informally in late 2008 with OPW 
evaluating possible sites for a new FSI Lab with the site at Backweston being recommended 
in March 2009.  Planning approval was granted in March 2010.  Due to the financial crisis, the 
project was suspended in 2011 and recommenced in mid-2017. The procurement process for a 
modern laboratory incorporating up to date standards commenced in mid-2019 and concluded 
in March 2020.  Construction commenced in March 2020 and notwithstanding the impact of 
the COVID restrictions is due to complete in July 2022.   

Construction of a new Garda Control and Operations Centre

This project will provide a new Garda Control and Operations Centre at Military Road, 
Dublin 8.  Discussions between OPW and An Garda Siochána on the decant from Harcourt 
Square were initiated in 2013 with Military Road identified as the new location in November 
2015.   Planning approval was granted in August 2018.  The procurement process commenced 
in mid-2019 and concluded in February 2020.  Construction commenced in March 2020 and is 
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due to complete by end September 2022.  The project is on time and within budget. 

The significant elements of the assessment process for the above projects included the fol-
lowing broad stages:

- Preparation of preliminary business case

- Assessment of preliminary business case

- Design phase and agreement of final design

- Approval to proceed to final business case

- Assessment of final business case

- Approval to proceed to tender

- Procurement process including evaluation of tenders

- Selection of preferred bidder

- Updating of business case with final tender figure

- Approval by sanctioning authority of final business case

- DPER technical review and approval of Government, where appropriate

It should be noted that the Forensic Science Laboratory and the Garda Control and Opera-
tions Centres are being completed in conjunction with OPW as the contracting authority. 

In addition, three Garda Divisional Headquarters buildings in Galway city, Kevin Street, 
Dublin 8 and Wexford town with a respective cost of €30.9m, €35.7m and €26.6m became op-
erational in June 2018, April 2018 and September 2017 respectively.

24/03/2021WRDDD03900Personal Injury Claims

24/03/2021WRDDD040001242. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice the number of Circuit Court 
personal injury proceedings initiated in each of the years 2010 to 2020 and to date in 2021, by 
county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14801/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD041001243. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice the number of Circuit Court 
personal injury proceedings which were initiated in each of the years 2010 to 2020 and to date 
in 2021, by county in tabular form; the locations in which cases have yet to be determined and 
are active; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14802/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD042001244. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice the number of Circuit Court 
civil proceedings initiated in each of the years 2010 to 2020 and to date in 2021, by county in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14803/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD043001245. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice the number of Circuit Court 
civil proceedings which were initiated in each of the years 2010 to 2020 and to date in 2021, by 
county in tabular form; the locations in which cases have yet to be determined and are active; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14804/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD04400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1242 to 
1245, inclusive, together.
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Under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the re-
sponsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions, which in-
clude the provision of information on the courts system. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service has provided statistics on the number of new Civil Cases lodged and dealt with 
and the number of Personal Injury cases lodged and dealt with in the Circuit Court for the pe-
riod 2015-2019 by county. This information can be found in the tables below. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1242-24-03-21_en.docx”>Court Cases</a>]

The Courts Service has informed me that it is not in a position to provide the information 
sought by the Deputy in relation to statistical data for 2010-2014, due to the fact that the Courts 
Service reporting system changed in 2014, and therefore only statistical data from 2015 is avail-
able with regard to the information sought.

The Courts Service has also informed me that it is not in a position to provide the informa-
tion sought by the Deputy in relation to statistical data for 2020-2021 as it is currently compil-
ing data for last year. The Courts Service has also said that it is not possible to report on the 
locations in which cases have yet to be determined and are active.  

The Deputy will also be aware that the Judicial Council Act 2019 provides, inter alia, for 
the establishment of a Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee. Last October, the Government 
amended the Judicial Council Act 2019, to ensure that the personal injuries guidelines would 
be adopted and published by, at the latest, 31 July 2021, three months earlier than originally 
required under the Act. 

Draft Guidelines were furnished to the Board of the Judicial Council last December and, 
following consideration, were adopted by the Judicial Council on 6 March 2021 and published. 

On 9 March, I secured Cabinet approval to amend the Judicial Council Act 2019 and the 
Personal Injuries Assessment Board Act 2003 to bring the new Personal Injuries Guidelines 
into effect.  Bringing the new Personal Injuries Guidelines into operation is a key action in my 
Justice Plan 2021, and I intend that the Guidelines will take effect in April.

In addition to the adoption and publication of the personal injury guidelines, my Department 
is developing proposals in relation to:

- the Occupiers’ Liability Act 1995, 

- the discount rate applied to awards in cases of catastrophic injury, and 

- the Law Reform Commission Report on the Capping Damages in Personal Injury Actions.

24/03/2021WRDDD04800Prison Service Staff

24/03/2021WRDDD049001246. Deputy Cathal Berry asked the Minister for Justice the number of whole-time 
equivalent medical officer appointments in the Irish Prison Service; the number of these that 
are currently vacant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14846/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD050001247. Deputy Cathal Berry asked the Minister for Justice the number of medical officer 
appointments that were filled by temporary locum staff in each of the years 2016 to 2020; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [14847/21]
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24/03/2021WRDDD05100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1246 and 
1247 together.

I can advise the Deputy that the Irish Prison Service use a combination of full time Medical 
Officers and locum Medical Officers to deliver General Practitioner services across the Prison 
estate.   

As of 23 March 2021, the total number of Medical Officers assigned in the Irish Prison Ser-
vice is five, two full time and three part time.  

I can further advise that there are currently 9.5 vacancies for Medical Officers across the 
prison estate.  There is currently a panel in place from a recent open recruitment competition 
which will reduce, though not eliminate, the use of temporary locum Medical Officers across 
the estate. 

The Service continually monitor the staffing requirements and vacancies that arise as a re-
sult of multiple factors including mobility, promotions and retirements.

The information requested by the Deputy on the daily requirement for locum medical of-
ficers in each prison is set out in Table 1. 

This requirement has remained constant from 2016 to 2020.   It should be noted that the 
General Practitioner service provided in Cork Prison is by way of a service level agreement 
with a community General Practitioner rather than a locum service. 

Table 1. Daily Level Of Locum GP Service required

Prison   Daily Level Of Locum GP Service required   
Arbour Hill 0.5
Castlerea 1.0
Cloverhill 1.0
Cork 1.0
Limerick 1.0
Loughan 0.3
Midlands 1.5
Mountjoy/Progression Unit 1.5
Portlaoise 1.0
Shelton 0.3
Wheatfield 1.0
TOTAL 10.1

24/03/2021WRDDD05300Prison Service Staff

24/03/2021WRDDD054001248. Deputy Cathal Berry asked the Minister for Justice the extent to which the Irish 
Prison Service increased remuneration for medical officers in 2020; the reason this was deemed 
necessary; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14848/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD05500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by my officials in the Irish 
Prison Service that the increases to the remuneration of medical officers in 2020 were in line 
with public sector pay agreements.
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24/03/2021WRDDD05600Crime Data

24/03/2021WRDDD057001249. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice the financial value of cash and 
assets seized by An Garda Síochána as the proceeds of drug-related crime in the south-west area 
of Dublin in 2014. [14872/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD05800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be aware, the Criminal 
Assets Bureau is the State’s designated Asset Recovery Office (ARO) and, as such, the mat-
ters referred to fall under the remit of the Bureau. I have contacted CAB for the information 
requested and, unfortunately, the report was not provided in time. I will write to the Deputy as 
soon as the information is to hand.

24/03/2021WRDDD05900Deportation Orders

24/03/2021WRDDD060001250. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the status of her review of deportation 
notices. [14875/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD06100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): In line with the commitments given by the 
Taoiseach and I, it remains the case that deportation orders are not being enforced during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, except in cases where an individual may be a threat to national security 
or whose presence in Ireland would be contrary to the public interest. 

Furthermore, the Immigration Service of my Department has suspended the issuance of 
deportation orders during periods when Level 5 restrictions are in place. My Department has 
taken a pragmatic and compassionate approach to immigration arrangements in the context of 
COVID-19 and this approach will continue for as long as is necessary.

24/03/2021WRDDD06200Direct Provision System

24/03/2021WRDDD063001251. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice her views on recommendation 6.7 
of the Day report being under consideration as per page 144 of the White Paper to End Direct 
Provision and to Establish a New International Protection Support Service in particular focus-
ing on the recommendations in relation to the granting of leave to remain to existing applicants. 
[14876/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD06400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department is committed to imple-
menting our responsibilities under the White Paper to End Direct Provision and Establish a 
New International Protection Support Service, which was recently published by my colleague, 
Minister O’Gorman. 

I have established a Programme Board in my Department to oversee the implementation 
of the relevant recommendations of the Expert Advisory Group and the White Paper. This is 
supported by an Implementation Working Group comprising senior officials from the relevant 
areas of my department to support their implementation and to report to the Board on progress 
at regular intervals.  The Programme Board will report directly to the Cabinet Committee on 
Social Affairs and Equality on progress in this regard, while my Department will also be repre-
sented on a Programme Board to be established and chaired by Minister O’Gorman, which will 
set performance indicators for the new model and monitor progress against those indicators. 

There are a number of interconnected and interdependent recommendations in the Advisory 
Group Report and the White Paper relating to the international protection process, including 
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recommendation 6.7. 

The White Paper proposes that the new system should be phased in and operational by 2023 
and that the intervening period should provide an opportunity to progress improvements in the 
overall processing times for international protection.

My Department is committed to making further efficiencies in the international protection 
process.  In this regard, the White Paper commits to implementing the key recommendations 
in the Advisory Group Report to reduce processing times of both first instance decisions and 
appeals to 6 months respectively.

Work is underway in my Department towards Identifying mechanisms which will assist 
with working towards improved processing times.  Additional ICT resources have been secured 
for 2021 and detailed work including an end-to-end review of processes to guide enhanced 
processing times is underway. When this first phase of work has been carried out it will enable 
a more detailed set of milestones to be put in place. 

The Advisory Group’s recommendation in relation to the establishment of a one-off simpli-
fied, case-processing approach applying to all applicants who will have been two years of more 
in the system being granted leave to remain, will be considered by the High Level Programme 
Board as part of the ongoing analysis of progress towards achieving the objectives outlined in 
the White Paper.

My Department will, by October 2022 at the latest, commence a review of progress made 
in reducing and improving processing times and based on the outcome of that review, decide 
by the end of 2022, whether additional measures are required in order to ensure that the new 
system can come into operation without the overhang of any significant number of legacy cases.

24/03/2021WRDDD06500Garda Data

24/03/2021WRDDD066001252. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí by 
rank, civilian staff and retained professionals in the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau. 
[14878/21]

24/03/2021WRDDD06700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible, under the law, for the management and administration of An 
Garda Síochána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have 
no role in decisions on such matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps 
the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing 
priorities, to ensure their optimum use. 

The tables below, as provided to me by the Garda authorities, sets out the number of Gardaí 
and Garda staff assigned to the National Economic Crime Bureau at 28 February 2021, the lat-
est date for which figures are available. 

28 Febru-
ary 2021

Garda Sergeant Inspector Superin-
tendent

Chief   Su-
perinten-
dent

Total

Economic 
Crime 
Bureau 

45 22 2 2 1 72
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 Full Time 
Equivalent 
(FTE)

Other EO CO Totals

Garda Staff  6.0 12.0 18.0
Accountant -   
Grade II

2.8   2.8

24/03/2021WREEE00200Crime Data

24/03/2021WREEE003001253. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the estimated number of femicides 
(details supplied) for 2020. [14961/21]

24/03/2021WREEE00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, under the provi-
sions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions.  This includes the provision of 
information on the courts system. 

In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have made enquiries with the Courts Service, 
who have informed me that information is not recorded in such a way as to provide the specific 
statistic sought by the Deputy for 2020. 

The Central Statistics Office (CSO), as the national statistics agency, is responsible for the 
publication of the official Recorded Crime Statistics.  Recorded Crime Victims 2019 and Sus-
pected Offenders 2018; published last April contains details on Victims for 2019 and Victims 
& Offenders from 2018. I am further informed that they are currently compiling statistics for 
2020. 

As the Deputy may be aware, statistics in relation to offender and victim cannot be pub-
lished in real time as time has to be afforded for detections to happen, whereas the status of a 
victim is known as soon as the crime record is created.

To be of assistance, I have included a link to the CSO most recent publication in this regard; 

  https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-rcvo/recordedcrimevictims2019and-
suspectedoffenders2018/recordedsuspectedoffenders2018/

  Question No. 1254 answered with Question No. 1218.

24/03/2021WREEE00600Prison Service Staff

24/03/2021WREEE007001255. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Justice if she will consider allowing 
those working in the Irish Prison Service to continue working past the age of 60 if they are 
medically certified as fit to work. [15003/21]

24/03/2021WREEE00800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by my officials in the Irish 
Prison Service that there are no plans at present to request the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform to increase the mandatory retirement age for prison officers.  The retirement 
age for Prison Officers is set out in legislation in the Public Service Superannuation Acts.

24/03/2021WREEE00900Seirbhísí trí Ghaeilge
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24/03/2021WREEE010001256. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Dlí agus Cirt an bhfuair a Roinn 
aon iarratas i nGaeilge ar eadóirsiú, cén fáth nach bhfuil leagan Gaeilge den fhoirm iarratais 
ar fáil ar líne mar aon leis an leagan Béarla; agus ar diúltaíodh le haon iarratas ar eadóirsiú 
toisc foirm Ghaeilge a bheith seolta isteach in ionad an leagan Béarla ar líne a chomhlíonadh. 
[15053/21]

24/03/2021WREEE01100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Is féidir liom a dheimhniú go ndearnadh, 
de dheasca botúin riaracháin, iarratas ar eadóirseacht a cuireadh isteach le gairid ar fhoirm iar-
ratais Ghaeilge a chur ar ais chuig an iarratasóir. Tá an rannán iomchuí tar éis bheith i dteagm-
háil leis an iarratasóir ó shin i leith; tá an tsaincheist réitithe agus tá an t-iarratas á phróiseáil sa 
ghnáthshlí i gcónaí.

Déantar na foirmeacha iarratais ar shaoránacht, maille leis na treoirlínte a bhaineann leo, 
a nua-shonrú go rialta, chun athruithe reachtaíochta agus beartais araon a chur san áireamh. Is 
cuid riachtanach den phróiseas sin an leagan Gaeilge a bhíonn againn de na foirmeacha iarratais 
a athbhreithniú; tá an leagan is déanaí d’Fhoirm 8 aistrithe anois agus tá an t-aistriúchán sin 
á sheiceáil faoi láthair sula n-uaslódálfar ar an suíomh gréasáin é an tseachtain seo chugainn. 
Doiciméad mós dlíthiúil atá san fhoirm 36 leathanach sin, ina bhfuil 3 dhearbhú reachtúla éag-
súla, foralálacha a bhaineann le cosaint sonraí (i.e., an Rialachán Ginearálta maidir le Cosaint 
Sonraí) agus miontreoracha maidir leis an bhfoirm féin a chomhlánú. 

Ní dhiúltóidh mise iarratas go deo i gcás ina n-úsáidtear an leagan Gaeilge den fhoirm iar-
ratais in ionad an leagain Bhéarla agus, i gcás ina n-úsáidfidh iarratasóirí foirm atá as dáta, 
cuirfidh oifigigh é sin in iúl dóibh, agus déanfar iad a threorú chuig an leagan is déanaí. Is den 
riachtanas é, áfach, go n-úsáidfí an leagan den fhoirm iarratais iomchuí is mó atá suas chun dáta 
sna hiarratais uile ar eadóirseacht, agus tá siadsan ar fáil ar shuíomh gréasáin Saoránachta, agus 
beidh an leagan Gaeilge is mó atá suas chun dáta ar fáil go luath.

24/03/2021WREEE01200Freedom of Information

24/03/2021WREEE013001257. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice if family members can access 
prison records of deceased family who were interned in the Curragh in 1940 through freedom 
of information; and if these records are sealed. [15093/21]

24/03/2021WREEE014001258. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the person or body to which 
freedom of information requests by family members of deceased relatives who were interned in 
the Curragh in the 1940s should be submitted. [15094/21]

24/03/2021WREEE01500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1257 and 
1258 together.

In 2006, the Department of Justice in 2006 established the Archives Advisory Group, which 
was chaired by Professor Mary Daly, College of Arts and Celtic Studies, UCD and included 
leading historians on modern Irish history. The Group advised the Department on the historical 
value of the archive records which it holds, or are under its control, which are over 30 years 
old. The Group was also given the task of advising the Department on the arrangements it could 
put in place to make these records available for the purpose of advancing academic research, 
including any guidelines and conditions that could be applied by the Department in granting 
access to the records for that purpose. 

In 2012, former Minister Shatter oversaw the transfer of over 950 files, including those re-
lated to those persons interned during the Emergency, from the Department’s archive covering 
the period 1940 – 1943 to the National Archives. A small number of records were retained be-
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cause they contain personal information which, if released, might cause distress to family mem-
bers still alive. In addition, abstractions were made from a number of files for similar reasons. 

I would suggest to the Deputy that, in the first instance, persons seeking records from that 
period should visit the National Archives website, which has an easy to use search function for 
file titles. To facilitate searching the National Archives you will be interested to note that in the 
vast majority of cases, each person that was interned during the Emergency had an individual 
file opened with the file title including the person’s name, address and stated that they were 
interned under the Emergency Powers Acts. 

If the Deputy wishes to pass on the details of an individual in particular I will also arrange 
for officials to search my Department’s records and will revert on whether a record exists and if 
so whether it is located with my Department or the National Archives.  

Broadly speaking, the Freedom of Information Act does not apply to non-personal records 
held by my Department that were created before 21 April 1998. For personal information, in-
cluding that of a spouse or a next of kin of the individual, there is a right of access to pre-1998 
records. An FOI request may be submitted to my Department in writing or by email.

24/03/2021WREEE01700Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WREEE018001259. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice the number of vehicles owned 
or leased and operated by her Department and agencies and semi-State companies under her 
remit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE vehicles and fuel category, that is, pet-
rol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [15124/21]

24/03/2021WREEE01900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): It has not been possible to collate the 
information requested by the Deputy within the time allowed. I will write to the Deputy to pro-
vide this information as soon as it is available.

24/03/2021WREEE02000Visa Waiver Programme

24/03/2021WREEE021001260. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Justice the criteria the decision to restrict 
visa free travel from South Africa and certain South American countries was based upon; and 
the specific criteria by which the decision will be reversed. [15201/21]

24/03/2021WREEE02200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The visa measures referred to by the Dep-
uty are designed to support our current public health restrictions on movement, including into 
and out of Ireland. The travel restrictions and the measures introduced as part of the Govern-
ment’s efforts to interrupt the transmission of COVID-19, mean that travel may not be possible 
and, even if possible, is not advisable unless absolutely essential. It is currently against the law 
for any person (regardless of nationality or passport) to travel within Ireland for non-essential 
purposes and people can be fined for doing so.  

The strong advice is that everyone, regardless of their nationality or visa/preclearance sta-
tus, or where they started their travel from, who cannot provide proof of an essential purpose to 
travel to or within Ireland, should not travel to Ireland.

The framework for restrictive measures is set out in the Government’s Resilience and Re-
covery: Plan for Living with COVID 19. When making such decisions, the Government consid-
ers the expert public health advices of NPHET to tackle the disease.
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I have reviewed the interim visa measures introduced on South American countries and 
South Africa and have decided to use my powers, under Section 17 of the Immigration Act 
2004, to maintain these visa requirements after 5 March and until no longer needed for public 
health reasons. Further visa requirements may be introduced to other non-EEA countries in the 
future, where they are deemed necessary and appropriate, to support public health measures 
approved by the Government.

24/03/2021WREEE02300Garda Deployment

24/03/2021WREEE024001261. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice the number of staff currently 
working in cybersecurity within An Garda Síochána. [15213/21]

24/03/2021WREEE02500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, cyber se-
curity is primarily the responsibility of the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), under 
the auspices of the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications. The 2nd Na-
tional Cyber Security Strategy was approved by Government in late 2019 and published by the 
then Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment in December 2019. 
Progress of the Strategy is being monitored by an Inter Departmental Steering Committee of 
which my Department is a member. This group meets on a quarterly basis. 

The vision behind the revised Strategy is to allow Ireland to continue to safely enjoy the 
benefits of the digital revolution and to play a full part in shaping the future of the Internet. This 
involves protection from cyber security threats, development of capacity to understand and 
manage the challenges and opportunities in this space, and engagement in a strategic manner 
nationally and internationally.

The objectives of the Strategy are:

- Continue to improve the ability of the State to respond to and manage cyber security inci-
dents, including those with a national security component.

- Identify and protect critical national infrastructure by increasing its resilience to cyber-
attack and ensuring that appropriate incident response plans are in place.

- Improve the resilience and security of public sector IT systems to better protect services 
that our people rely upon, and their data.

- Invest in educational initiatives to prepare the workforce for advanced IT and cybersecu-
rity careers. 

- Raise awareness of the responsibilities of businesses and to drive research and develop-
ment in cyber security in Ireland. 

- Continue to engage with international partners and international organisations to ensure 
that cyber space remains open, secure, unitary and free and able to facilitate economic and so-
cial development.

- Increase the general level of skills and awareness among private individuals around basic 
cyber hygiene practices and to support them in this by means of information and training.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the distribution 
of resources among the various Garda Divisions and Districts. As Minister, I have no direct 
role in the matter.  I am assured by the Commissioner that personnel assignments, together with 
the overall policing arrangements and operational strategies, are continually monitored and 
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reviewed in light of policing needs. 

I am informed by the Commissioner that, on foot of a review of the Computer Crime Inves-
tigation Unit under the Garda Síochána’s Modernisation and Renewal Programme 2016-2021, 
a dedicated Garda Cyber Crime Bureau (GCCB) was established in September 2016 to ensure 
that An Garda Síochána has the capacity and capabilities to deal with cyber crime and cyber 
security threats. 

The GCCB has responsibility for the forensic examination of all seized computer media, 
international liaison with regard to cyber matters and the investigation of cyber crime matters. 
Cases examined by the GCCB include all crime-types, in particular banking and financial crime 
matters, as well as the examination of equipment and media to assess images in the context of 
offences relating to child pornography and exploitation. 

The table below, which has been provided to me by the Garda authorities, sets out the num-
ber of Gardaí and Garda staff assigned to the Cyber Crime Bureau at 28 February 2021, the 
latest date for which figures are available.

28 Febru-
ary 2021

Garda Sergeant Inspector Superin-
tendent

Chief   Su-
perinten-
dent

Total 

Total 16 2 0 1 1 20

Garda Staff CO EO HEO Total
Total 3 2 1 6

24/03/2021WREEE02600Legal Aid Service

24/03/2021WREEE027001262. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Justice if she plans to increase funding 
for law centres to provide advice to persons who have suffered injuries as a result of negligence 
of others; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15260/21]

24/03/2021WREEE02800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Legal Aid Board is the statutory, in-
dependent body responsible for the provision of civil legal aid and advice to persons of modest 
means in the State, in accordance with the provisions of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the 
Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017.

Section 3(3) of the Act provides that the Board shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, be 
independent in the exercise of its functions. 

However, to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made with the Legal Aid 
Board, and I am informed that, Civil legal aid and advice is provided primarily through a 
network of law centres by solicitors employed by the Board. There are 30 full time and 12 
part-time law centres. There is a dedicated unit in Dublin dealing with personal injury and/or 
medical negligence cases. 

Personal injury is but one area of litigation supported through the Board. Applicants for 
legal aid must meet the financial eligibility criteria under section 29 of the Act and the Civil 
Legal Aid Regulations 1996 to 2017. This provides that their disposable income (less certain 
allowances) must be below €18,000 and their disposable capital (less certain allowances and 
excluding the value of the home in which they live) must be below €100,000. The application 
must meet the merits criteria in sections 24 and 28(2) of the 1995 Act.

The majority of the Board’s income consists of a grant received from my Department. This 
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funding is used to provide the Board’s services in all its offices across the country, including 
the dedicated unit dealing with personal injury and/or medical negligence cases, as well as the 
support services provided to law centres centrally from the Board’s head office. The Board’s 
other main sources of income are financial contributions from applicants and costs recovered. 
The Board informs me that it does not consider that there is a specific shortfall in funding for 
the provision of civil legal aid in personal injury and/or medical negligence cases.

In Budget 2021, I provided an increased provision of over €2 million for the Legal Aid 
Board in 2021 bringing total funding of the Legal Aid Board to €44.6 million, a 6% increase. 
This will enable the Board to recruit additional staff and meet other costs to enhance delivery of 
all of its services across the country.

24/03/2021WREEE02900Prison Service Staff

24/03/2021WREEE030001263. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons working 
in the Irish Prison Service; the average age of exit from the service; the number at each staff 
level; the number that have left the service in each of the past ten years; and the number cur-
rently on sick leave. [15316/21]

24/03/2021WREEE03100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by my officials in the Irish 
Prison Service that as of 18 March 2021 there are 3,485 staff assigned to the Irish Prison Ser-
vice.  

A full breakdown of staff by Grade is set out in Table A below.

I can also advise the Deputy that 1,675 staff have left the Irish Prison Service from 1 Janu-
ary, 2010 to 12 March, 2021. 

A breakdown per year of staff leaving the Irish Prison Service over the past ten years is set 
out in Table B.  

The average age of staff leaving the Service during that period was 50.  

Prison staff can retire when they reach 30 years actual paid service if  aged over 50. 

I can further advise that on 1 March, 2021 there were 135 staff absent on sick leave from the 
Irish Prison Service.

Table A – Irish Prison Service Staff by Grade (18 March, 2021).

Civilian  Grades Number at Grade
Director General 1
Director 5
Principal  Officer   Higher 3
Principal   Officer 7
Assistant Principal   Officer Higher 2
Assistant Principal   Officer 21
Accountant Grade II 1
Fire Safety 1
Engineer 1
Quantit   Surveyor Grade   II 1
Higher   Executive   Officer Higher 6
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Civilian  Grades Number at Grade
Higher   Executive   Officer 24
Executive   Officer   Higher 5
Executive   Officer 34
Clerical   Officer   Higher 12
Clerical   Officer 37
Service   Officer 3
Head Chaplain 1
Chaplain 24
Executive   Clinical   Lead 1
Doctor 5
Specialist     Doctor  Post 1
Pharmacist 1
Head of   Psychology 1
Psychology   Principal   Manager 1
Senior   Psychologist 8
Psychologist   Grade II 11
Assistant   Psychologist 12
Research   Assistant   (psychology) 1
Prison Grades Number at Grade
Campus Gov 1
Governor 1 7
Governor 2 4
Governor 3 12
Deputy   Governor 1
Assistant   Governor 24
Assistant   Governor   NVRU 2
Assistant Governor. (Works MI   + EI) * 3
Chief Officer   1 7
Chief Officer   2 43
Chief Officer   2 Work   & Training 11
Tutor 13
Industrial   Manager 2
Industrial   Training   Instructor 2
Chief Trades   Officer   II 13
Chief Trades     Officer  Compliance 1
Trades Officer 47
Assistant   Chief   Officer 225
Assistant   Chief   Officer TLO 3
Assistant   Chief   Officer  (D) 19
Assistant   Chief   Officer C /B 17
Prison Officer 1707
Recruit Prison   Officer 466
NVRU  RPO/PO/ACO/WTO 20
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Civilian  Grades Number at Grade
Work Training     Officer  & Industrial Su-
pervisor

306

Prison Higher     Executive Officer 9
Prison   Executive   Officer 28
Prison   Clerical   Officer 103
Healthcare   Nurse   Manager 2
Chief Nurse   Officer II 11
Nurse Officer 141
Medical   Orderly 2
Assistant   Governor   & Chief Officer II 
Employee Assistant Programme

2

Total 3,485

 Table B attached provides the number of staff leaving the Prison Service by year.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1263-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Prison Service Data</a>]

24/03/2021WREEE03200Protected Disclosures

24/03/2021WREEE033001264. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the number of protected disclo-
sures submitted to the Irish Prison Service in the past ten years. [15317/21]

24/03/2021WREEE03400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Protected Disclosures Act 2014 intro-
duced the statutory protection from penalisation for people raising allegations of wrongdoing 
in the workplace. The legislation came into effect on 15 July 2014.  Since 2015, 56 allegations 
of wrongdoing in respect of the Irish Prison Service were submitted to either my Department 
or the Irish Prison Service.

I would point out that, in line with the requirements of the 2014 Act, both the Irish Prison 
Service and my Department publish annual reports in relation to Protected Disclosures on their 
websites www.irishprisons.ie and www.justice.ie so the information requested by the Deputy is 
publicly available. However for the Deputy’s convenience, the information is also set out below.

I am informed that the Irish Prison Service has its own Protected Disclosures Policy in 
place since July 2018 and workers can communicate their disclosures either directly to the Irish 
Prison Service or to my Department.

 When a disclosure of an alleged relevant wrongdoing is made to the Irish Prison Service, 
a Protected Disclosures Assessor, who is an independent, external party, is appointed to un-
dertake an initial assessment of the disclosure under the Protected Disclosure Policy and Pro-
cedures.  I am informed that this assessment process involves an assessment of the disclosure 
to determine whether or not it should be treated as a protected disclosure, having regard to a 
number of relevant matters. If the Assessor concludes that the disclosure should be treated as a 
protected disclosure, the Protected Disclosures Manager will notify the worker who made the 
disclosure that an investigation will be undertaken by the External Investigator. Any allegations 
of wrongdoing deemed by the Assessor to be outside the scope of the Act are addressed or in-
vestigated under the appropriate process.
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I am informed that of the 56 allegations made since 2015, 31 were assessed and sent for 
investigation as a protected disclosures. Of those 2 were fully upheld, 4 were partially upheld 
and 18 are still under examination.

24/03/2021WREEE03500Irish Prison Service

24/03/2021WREEE036001265. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the frequency with which a 
procurement audit been carried out at each prison to ensure value for money; when this was last 
done; and the person or body that signed off on these audits. [15318/21]

24/03/2021WREEE03700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will wish to be aware that the 
Irish Prison Service has a dedicated procurement unit in place that supports good procurement 
practice across the Service.  

A significant proportion of procurement is managed centrally from Prison Service head-
quarters. 

A broad range of goods and services are procured which includes, catering goods, utilities, 
capital works, maintenance, ICT and staff and prisoner clothing. 

The centralisation of these procurements allows for the standardisation of the process and 
also assists in achieving value for money by bringing larger volumes of goods and services 
to the market.  The tender competitions between service providers helps to deliver value for 
money as tenders are awarded based on a combination of cost and quality. 

The Prison Service is also supported by the Office of Government Procurement in the deliv-
ery of its procurement function.  There were no specific stand-alone Procurement Audits carried 
out, however the Internal Audit Unit in the Department of Justice/Irish Prison Service conducts 
audits in a sample of Prisons on an annual basis.   

These audits examine a broad range of processes (financial and other controls) and include 
a consideration of procurement processes. 

In 2020, three prisons were examined and a further three prisons are currently being re-
viewed in 2021. My Department and the Prison Service are commissioning an external review 
of procurement structures and practises during 2021, to further support the strengthening of the 
procurement function  into the future.

24/03/2021WREEE03800Drugs in Prisons

24/03/2021WREEE039001266. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the volume of drugs taken in 
the Irish Prison Service each year for the past ten years; the volume of drugs that were confis-
cated or seized in the Irish Prison Service in each of the past ten years; the number of prisoners 
that are classified as drug addicts; and the number of prisoners receiving treatment for drug 
addiction. [15319/21]

24/03/2021WREEE04000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Addressing both the demand for and sup-
ply of illegal drugs remains a priority for the Irish Prison Service.  A new strategy containing 
actions aimed at reducing the supply and demand for illegal drugs in prisons is being finalised 
and will be published by the end of Quarter 2 of this year. 

I am informed by my officials in the Irish Prison Service that it is not possible to collate 
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statistics on the volume of drugs consumed in Irish prisons over the past 10 years, as due to the 
covert nature of the activity it would be impossible to accurately quantify the measure of drug 
misuse within our prison system.

Preventing access to contraband items continues to be a major challenge in prisons today. 
In particular mobile phones and drugs are viewed as highly valuable commodities among ele-
ments of the prison population. Efforts are made on a continuous basis to prevent the flow of 
contraband into our prisons through security measures such as the installation of nets over ex-
ercise yards, vigilant observation of prisoners by staff, enhanced CCTV monitoring, the stricter 
control of visits and the use of random and targeted searches on a daily basis.

The Irish Prison Service continues to enhance prison security and, as can been seen from 
contraband seizure statistics, significant amounts of contraband are detected and intercepted 
before reaching the prison population. The Service recently introduced new drug swabbing 
equipment which is similar to airport style explosives swabbing and a new anti-drone system is 
now fully operational in a number of Dublin prisons.  The Irish Prison Service is in the process 
of installing this technology in other locations across the estate.  

The information requested on the total number of drug seizures in prisons from 2012 to date 
is set out in Table 1 below.

It is the case that significant numbers of people committed to prison have issues with drug 
addiction. While the Prison Service does not have an exact figure on the number of people in 
custody with addiction issues, past research suggests that approximately 70% of people in cus-
tody have a history of drug or alcohol addiction.

The Service continues to seek to construct a range of programmes, support services and 
through-care options for prisoners demonstrating a commitment to addressing their substance 
misuse.  All prisoners are medically assessed on committal and a treatment plan is agreed for 
those who wish to address addiction issues.  Most often, this will focus on a symptomatic detox 
and a nine week Drug Treatment Programme (DTP) is available in the Mountjoy Medical Unit 
for those wishing to detoxify from drugs.  

1,293 prisoners received drug treatment (methadone) in 2020 and there are currently 522 
prisoners in receipt of methadone across the system. 

While prescribing levels for methadone have fluctuated over the past 3 years, the profile of 
the numbers of prisoners availing of the different treatment options - i.e. detoxification, main-
tenance or stabilisation - has remained consistent, with 35% availing of detoxification, 64% 
availing of maintenance and 1% availing of the stabilisation programme. This has also been the 
experience over the last 12 months, i.e. during the Covid Pandemic.

In line with Reducing Harm Supporting Recovery, the National Drug Strategy, the Irish 
Prison Service has an agreed protocol with the HSE for the seamless transition of prisoners 
established on drug treatment into community drug treatment settings. 

A full breakdown of the number of prisoners receiving methadone is set out in Table 2 be-
low. 

As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, the traditional manner of service delivery by ad-
diction professionals in prisons have been impacted due to the implementation of essential 
infection control and operational regimes to keep prisoners and staff safe. This has required the 
development of new ways of working to support prisoners.

Merchants Quay Ireland’s prison-based addiction counselling teams provide support to pris-
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oners with substance use issues within the prison system.  They offer counselling, group work 
and advice with a focus on harm reduction and developing care plans for post-release. Counsel-
lors can be accessed directly in each prison or through any Irish Prison Service healthcare team 
member. There are currently 20 whole time equivalent addiction counsellors employed across 
the prison estate. The average time spent waiting to see a counsellor is 6 weeks. However, a 
vulnerable prisoner will be seen much quicker if recommended by the Prison Nursing Staff.

Table 1: total number of drug seizures in prisons from 2012 to date

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-25_pq1266-24-03-21_en.docx”>Table 1</a>]

Table 2: Number of Prisoner in receipt of Opiate Substitution Therapy as at 18 March 2021

Prison      Number of Prisoner      % of population       
Castlerea 15 5.3%
Limerick 34 15.5%
Cork 38 14.4%
Cloverhill 84 24.5%
Wheatfield 92 18.2%
Midlands 61 7.4%
Portlaoise 12 5.8%
Dochas 32 27.1%
Mountjoy 154 21.9%
Total 522 15.6%

Caseload and Waiting List of MQI as at 1 March 2021 

Prison   Caseload   Waiting List   
Cork 47 48
Limerick 43 38
Midlands 61 50
Portlaoise 22 53
Mountjoy 99 78
Dóchas     Female Centre 24 32
Loughan     House 54 18
Shelton     Abbey 35 2
Cloverhill 47 47
Wheatfield 104 100
Castlerea 66 55
Totals  602 521

24/03/2021WREEE04100Child Maintenance Payments

24/03/2021WREEE042001267. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Justice the number of child mainte-
nance orders which result in zero payment. [15392/21]

24/03/2021WREEE04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Government estab-
lished a Child Maintenance Review Group to examine certain issues in relation to child main-
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tenance in Ireland.  The Group is chaired by former Circuit Court Judge Catherine Murphy and 
includes legal, policy and academic professionals as well as officials from my Department and 
the Department of Justice. 

The Group’s Terms of Reference includes considering and making recommendations on the 
current treatment of child maintenance payments in my Department.  The Group is also tasked 
with considering and making recommendations  on the liable relatives provisions associated 
with the One-Parent Family Payment which my Department operates, and whether or not there 
is a case for the establishment of a Child Maintenance Agency in Ireland. 

The work of the Group is well underway.  I am very pleased that the Group launched its 
public consultation on 11th February.  The consultation process which runs until 26th March 
provides an important opportunity for stakeholders, whether they are individuals or groups, to 
provide information, experiences and different perspectives on the areas under consideration.  
These submissions will help to inform the review and the recommendations which the Group 
will present to me later this year.

Furthermore, in the context of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, my Department has put in 
place specific measures for the non-payment of maintenance in relation to One-Parent Family 
and Jobseeker’s Transitional Payment customers.

In these cases, the customer should contact their local Intreo Centre and provide it with a 
letter stating that they are no longer receiving the maintenance payment from the other parent.  
Their payment will revised for a period of twelve weeks after which it will be reviewed again.

24/03/2021WREEE04400Fines Data

24/03/2021WREEE045001268. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice the number of fines that have 
been issued for construction work during level 5 restrictions to date in 2021, by county in tabu-
lar form. [15418/21]

24/03/2021WREEE04600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, responsibil-
ity for policing the current public health regulations rests with the Garda Commissioner. Fur-
ther, responsibility for the legislation underpinning the public health response lies with my 
colleague, the Minister for Health. 

An Garda Síochána continue to use the ‘Four E’s’ approach in line with their strong tradi-
tion of community policing and policing by consent. This sees Garda members Engage with, 
Encourage and Educate members of the public on public health advice and regulations, with 
Enforcement used only as a last resort. 

Both the Policing Authority and the Gardaí provide regular reports and updates of An Gar-
da Síochána’s efforts during this difficult time and I am pleased to note that both the Authority 
and the Commissioner have noted high levels of compliance by the public and positive interac-
tion between Gardaí and communities. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that there is no specific fine relating to construction 
work.  Weekly updates are provided every Friday on the total number of Covid related fines and 
the numbers in each Garda division, see link below for the latest release:

https://www.garda.ie/en/about-us/our-departments/office-of-corporate-communications/
press-releases/2021/march/covid-19-doesnt-take-the-weekend-off-for-house-parties-or-social-
gatherings.html
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I am further informed that An Garda Síochána are unable to report on the particular circum-
stances in which fines were issued; there have been in excess of 15,000 fines to date and to try 
and examine every one in detail would require a disproportionate amount of time and resources.

Where members of the public are concerned about activities in relation to construction 
work, I would encourage them to contact their local Garda station.

24/03/2021WREEE04700Passport Services

24/03/2021WREEE048001269. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice the position regarding a pass-
port in the case of a person (details supplied); the reason for the delay in returning the passport; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15424/21]

24/03/2021WREEE04900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 22 December 2020. This 
application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for deci-
sion as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will be requested 
from the person in due course.

The Citizenship Division of my department sent an acknowledgement letter to the appli-
cant, which included the return of the applicant’s passport and all original documentation on 7 
March 2021. 

My Department has not suspended the receipt or processing of citizenship applications at 
any stage during the pandemic. However, processing rates have unfortunately been negatively 
impacted by the attendant health and safety related restrictions. 

Under normal circumstances, passports are returned approximately 10 days after their re-
ceipt.  However, the current limits on staff attendance in the office due to COVID-19 restrictions 
have resulted in delays in the return of some passports. 

Applicants are advised not to send in their application during the pandemic if they anticipate 
that they may have to travel at short notice. However, I fully appreciate that people may have 
to travel at short notice for emergency reasons.  The citizenship website advises that in these 
circumstances, applicants should email the citizenship helpdesk www.citizenshipinfo@justice.
ie with the relevant details including postal tracking reference if available. Any request must be 
accompanied by appropriate scanned supporting material detailing the reasons for travel, such 
as medical information. Any request of this nature is dealt with promptly.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

  Question No. 1270 answered with Question No. 1235.

24/03/2021WREEE05100Garda Youth Diversion Projects

24/03/2021WREEE052001271. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice the funding being provided 



Questions - Written Answers

724

for Garda youth diversion projects by division to date in 2021; and the comparative figures for 
2020, in tabular form. [15458/21]

24/03/2021WREEE05300Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): I can inform 
the Deputy that I am very conscious of how the impact of crime affects the quality of life for 
local communities.  Preventing children getting involved in criminality and diverting children 
away from it when they have already become involved is one of the priorities for me as Minister 
for State in the Department of Justice and the new Programme for Government, Our Shared 
Future, contains a number of commitments with regard to tackling crime.

Details of the funding allocations provided for Garda youth diversion projects to date in 
2021; and the comparative figures for 2020 are set out in the attached spreadsheet. 

Proposals to strengthen the work of Garda Youth Diversion Projects in the area are being 
examined at present and it is anticipated that decisions will be made shortly in the context of the 
overall funding available for 2021. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-25_pq1271-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Table Garda Youth Diversion</a>]

24/03/2021WREEE05400Ministerial Responsibilities

24/03/2021WREEE055001272. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice if Deputy Humphreys will receive 
a Garda driven car and Garda security during her period as temporary Minister for Justice; if 
she will receive additional advisory staff for the six months in this extra role; if she received 
briefings from An Garda Síochána, the Defence Forces or other security details in preparation 
for the role; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15485/21]

24/03/2021WREEE05600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Minister for Justice is provided with 
Garda transport and drivers, for security reasons.  During the period of my maternity leave, this 
support will be available to Minister Humphreys as Minister for Justice. I will not have access 
to Garda transport or Garda drivers during this time.  

The two people appointed as my special advisers will remain in the Department of Justice 
to support Minister Humphreys with her additional responsibilities and to support the continued 
implementation of the justice related commitments in the Programme for Government and the 
Justice Plan 2021. There will be no increase in the number of staff as a result of my maternity 
leave but I have also worked to ensure that no staff will lose their jobs as a result of my absence. 
For this reason the two people concerned will be technically assigned to the Department of 
the Taoiseach during this period. 

As Minister for Justice, Minister Humphreys will have responsibility for the security of the 
State and as such will receive all appropriate briefings as I do at present.  

As set out in my statement of 11 March outlining the arrangements that will be in place 
while I am on maternity leave, I recently published Justice Plan 2021 and Minister Humphreys 
together with Ministers of State Naughton and Browne will focus on the implementation of the 
Plan’s actions during my leave.

  Question No. 1273 answered with Question No. 1235.

24/03/2021WREEE05800Capital Expenditure Programme
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24/03/2021WREEE059001274. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if she plans to provide capi-
tal expenditure for a new premises to an organisation (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15503/21]

24/03/2021WREEE06000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can advise the Deputy that my Depart-
ment has received an application for funding from the organisation concerned and will short-
ly be making direct contact with that organisation to see how the Department might be able to 
assist with their accommodation needs.

24/03/2021WREEE06100Departmental Correspondence

24/03/2021WREEE062001275. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice if she will address an issue 
raised in correspondence (details supplied). [15519/21]

24/03/2021WREEE06300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As previously advised, the application 
for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy continues to be 
processed. It is at an advanced stage and will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously 
as possible. If any further documentation is required, it will be requested from the applicant in 
due course.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WREEE06400Naturalisation Applications

24/03/2021WREEE065001276. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Justice if important documents such as 
passports can be returned to persons immediately on applying for naturalisation given that the 
current process can take two to four years and persons cannot be without their passports for that 
duration; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15522/21]

24/03/2021WREEE06600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department has not suspended the re-
ceipt or processing of citizenship applications at any stage during the pandemic. However, pro-
cessing rates have unfortunately been negatively impacted by the attendant health and safety 
related restrictions. 

Under normal circumstances, passports are returned approximately 10 days after their re-
ceipt.  However, the current limits on staff attendance in the office due to COVID-19 restrictions 
have resulted in delays in the return of some passports.  



Questions - Written Answers

726

Applicants are advised not to send in their application during the pandemic if they antici-
pate that they may have to travel at short notice. However, I fully appreciate that people may 
have to travel at short notice for emergency reasons.  The citizenship website advises that in 
these circumstances, applicants should email the citizenship helpdesk citizenshipinfo@justice.
ie with the relevant details including postal tracking reference if available. Any request must be 
accompanied by appropriate scanned supporting material detailing the reasons for travel, such 
as medical information. Any request of this nature is dealt with promptly.

24/03/2021WREEE06700Residency Permits

24/03/2021WREEE068001277. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the status of a residence 
card application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15529/21]

24/03/2021WREEE06900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Deputy 
submitted an application for a EU1 - Residence card with the EU Treaty Rights Division of the 
Immigration Service of my Department on 18 December 2020. They will be contacted in writ-
ing as soon as a decision has been made on their application.

All applications of this type are dealt with in chronological order of receipt and decisions 
are made on a case by case basis. While the Immigration Service endeavours to process ap-
plications as quickly as possible, processing times may vary due to a number of factors, in-
cluding the number of applications on hands, individual circumstances, the complexity of the 
application and whether further information is required.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRFFF00200Citizenship Applications

24/03/2021WRFFF003001278. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice the number of active Zambra-
no-related applications currently awaiting a decision; the number of decisions that have issued 
in each of the past 12 months; the date applications currently under final consideration are from; 
her plans to tackle the backlog; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15594/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The question relates to decisions under a 
scheme whereby a non-EEA national who is the biological parent of a minor dependent Irish 
Citizen Child living in Ireland, can be granted residency rights in Ireland.   

There are currently 880 active applications. In the interests of fairness to all applicants, the 
applications are processed in strict chronological order by the Immigration Service of my De-
partment.  Due to the complexity of the individual cases and the need for further documentation 
to be submitted, the processing time for the individual applications will vary.   

The table below details the 403 decisions issued for the period March 2020 to March 2021 
(to date):
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Month Irish Citizen Child 
Decision

Irish Born Child Re-
newal

Total

March 2020 64 3 67
April 2020 2 0 2

May 2020 6 0 6
June 2020 8 0 8
July 2020 27 1 27
August 2020 15 1 16
September 2020 48 2 50
October 2020 35 2 37
November 2020 35 1 36
December 2020 39 1 40
January 2021 32 3 35
February 2021 36 0 36
March 2021 42 0 42 

The COVID–19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the way the Immigration Ser-
vice of my Department conducts its business. In line with advice issued by the Government, 
HSE and the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), the Immigration Service 
has implemented a suite of measures to help reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

These measures include the closure of our offices in Burgh Quay and the implementation of 
remote working for Immigration Services staff in order to comply with social and physical dis-
tancing measures.  While delays may occur, the Immigration Service is endeavouring to keep 
operating as efficiently as possible notwithstanding the current challenges.

24/03/2021WRFFF00500Residency Permits

24/03/2021WRFFF006001279. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice when she plans to issue stamp 
6 visa holders with a residence card; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15690/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can inform the Deputy that a Stamp 6 is 
placed in the Non EEA passport of a person who is an Irish citizen with dual-citizenship. 

As the holder of this permission is an Irish national, they do not fall under the registration 
requirement outlined in the Immigration Act 2004, and therefore are not issued with an Irish 
residence card.

24/03/2021WRFFF00800Citizenship Applications

24/03/2021WRFFF009001280. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the status of an applica-
tion for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); if she will use her discretion in the 
case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15715/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An application for a certificate of natu-
ralisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 15 February 2021.  This 
application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether the applicant meets 
the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted to me for deci-
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sion as expeditiously as possible.  If any further documentation is required, it will be requested 
from the person in due course. 

Section 16 of the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended gives the Minister 
for Justice absolute discretion to waive the statutory conditions in certain circumstances, in-
cluding where the applicant is of Irish descent or Irish associations (defined as related through 
blood, affinity or adoption to a person who is or is entitled to be an Irish citizen).

Each case is examined on its own merits and all aspects of the case are taken into consider-
ation by the Citizenship Division of my Department before being submitted to me for decision.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at: INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRFFF01100Garda Stations

24/03/2021WRFFF012001281. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice her plans regarding the rede-
velopment of the Garda station in east County Meath; if a new Garda station has been discussed 
to deal with the large increase in population in east County Meath in recent times; her further 
plans to increase the number of Garda patrol cars in the east County Meath area; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [15721/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF01300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is by law responsible for the management of An Garda Síochána, including per-
sonnel matters and deployment of resources.  I am assured however that Garda management 
keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and 
policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.  

Further, the Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the provision and mainte-
nance of Garda accommodation.  Works in relation to Garda accommodation are therefore pro-
gressed by the Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the OPW. 

The Garda Building and Refurbishment Programme 2016-2021 is based on agreed Garda 
priorities.  It continues to benefit over 30 locations around the country, underpinned by signifi-
cant Exchequer funding across the Garda and OPW Votes.

I understand from supplementary information provided by the Deputy that he refers in par-
ticular to Laytown.  The Building and Refurbishment Programme does not include building 
works at Laytown Garda Station and I am informed by the Garda authorities that no works are 
ongoing or are planned for that station at this time.

That being said, there has been a significant increase in Garda resources in Meath in recent 
years.  I am informed by the Garda authorities that as of the end of February 2021, the latest 
date for which figures are available, a total of 332 Garda members were assigned to the Meath 
Division, in addition to 44 Garda staff.  By contrast, in December 2015 there were a total of 277 
Garda members and 26 Garda staff in the Division.  These figures represent increases of 20% 
and 69% respectively.

As the Deputy is aware, Laytown Garda station is located in the Ashbourne District. At 22 
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March 2021 there were 28 vehicles assigned to Ashbourne District.  

A detailed breakdown of Garda numbers by Division, District and Station is available on 
my Department’s website, in the interests of transparency and for the convenience of Deputies 
and the wider public.  This information is updated every month with the latest data provided 
by An Garda Síochána.  The Information on Garda members requested  may be accessed at the 
following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce

The Deputy may also be interested to know that the roll out by the Garda Commissioner of 
the new Garda Operating Model meets a key commitment in A Policing Service for our Future, 
the four-year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations of the Commission 
on the Future of Policing in Ireland.  This model has been long recommended by independent 
policing specialists, including the Garda Síochána Inspectorate and, while new to Ireland, it is 
the standard in other countries.  The new Operating Model is designed to provide a more re-
sponsive, localised policing service to communities and it streamlines Garda administration and 
re-organises resources in order to do so. 

Meath Division is one of the Divisions piloting the new Operating Model.  I am confident 
that adoption by the Commissioner of this new structure will lead to an improved policing ser-
vice in Meath as well as in other communities nationwide.

24/03/2021WRFFF01400Garda Transport Provision

24/03/2021WRFFF015001282. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Justice the number of Garda cars and 
motorcycles attached to the Cavan-Monaghan policing unit as of 15 March 2019, 15 March 
2020 and 15 March 2021, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15727/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF01600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, in accor-
dance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible under the 
law for the management and administration of An Garda Síochána.  The allocation of Garda 
resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands.  This 
includes the allocation of vehicles among the various Garda divisions.  As Minister, I have no 
direct role in these decisions.  I am assured however, that Garda management keeps the distri-
bution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, 
to ensure their optimum use. 

The table below, which has been provided to me by the Garda authorities, sets out the num-
ber of Cars and Motorcycles assigned to Cavan Monaghan Division at end February  2019, 
2020 and 2021.  

28 February 2021 Cars Motorcycles
Bailieboro District 12 0
Carrickmacross District 7 0
Cavan District 19 2
Monaghan District 16 2
Total 54 4

29 February 2020 Cars Motorcycles
Bailieboro District 10 0
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29 February 2020 Cars Motorcycles
Carrickmacross District 6 0
Cavan District 17 1
Monaghan District 12 1
Total 45 2

28 February 2019 Cars Motorcycles
Bailieboro District 10 0
Carrickmacross District 7 0
Cavan District 14 1
Monaghan District 9 1
Total 40 2

24/03/2021WRFFF01700Garda Strength

24/03/2021WRFFF018001283. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Justice the estimated additional cost if 
the number of gardaí is increased to 15,500 before the end of June 2022; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15728/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF01900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible, by law, for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including recruitment and human resources matters.  As Minister, I have no direct role 
in these matters. 

An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021. 
The significant level of funding provided over recent years is enabling sustained, ongoing re-
cruitment of Garda members and staff.  As a 28 February 2021, there are over 14,500 Garda 
members and over 3,000 Garda staff nationwide.      

In relation to Garda recruits, the Deputy will appreciate that these numbers have been affect-
ed by the COVID-19 public health restrictions and the subsequent impact in relation to educa-
tion and accommodation facilities at the Garda College.  I am advised by the Garda authorities 
that it is currently anticipated that An Garda Síochána will be in a position to take in 450 new 
Trainees over the course of 2021, however these plans will be kept under review in light of the 
evolving situation with regard to necessary COVID-19 restrictions.

As the Deputy will appreciate, the number of Garda members changes in line with recruit-
ment and retirements.  However, the table below, furnished to me by the Garda authorities, out-
lines the payroll costs relating to the hire of 1,432 Gardaí, which would be required to reach 
15,500 sworn members by 30 June 2022. 

I would note that payroll costs for new Garda recruits include a basic allowance of €184 
per week.  After 32 weeks of training, Garda recruits are attested and move on to the first point 
of the Garda pay scale €31,600 (pay scale that is expected to be in operation on completion of 
training in November 2021).  The figures include Employer’s PRSI and an estimation of allow-
ances which Garda members may qualify for depending on their assignments. The annual cost 
increases as the members move up the Garda Pay scale each year.

- Cost 1 April 2021 to 30 June 2022
2021 intake (1432 trainees) €51,025,252
Total Sworn Members 15,500
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24/03/2021WRFFF02000Victim Support Services

24/03/2021WRFFF021001284. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Justice her plans to make free psy-
chological supports available to all victims once their court case ends in view of the fact that a 
range of supports are provided to the perpetrator in prison (details supplied); if she will consider 
such supports for victims; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15739/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF02200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that I recently 
launched the Justice Plan 2021.  In that we have committed to ‘Strengthening community safe-
ty, reduce reoffending, support victims and combat domestic sexual and gender based violence’.  
It commits to placing victims at the centre of our criminal justice system and working to remove 
the fear that many victims have of coming forward to report what happened to them.

The Justice Plan 2021 has a number of actions to advance this goal, including through the 
implementation of Supporting a Victims Journey.  Supporting a Victims Journey is a detailed 
roadmap, which, when implemented, will ensure we have a more victim-centred system that 
supports and empowers victims and gives them the confidence to engage with all services 
knowing they will be supported, informed and treated with respect and dignity at every point 
and by every person they come into contact with.

It is important to state that the supports being introduced will be provided regardless of 
whether or not criminal proceedings are in train and will extend beyond the trial and verdict 
because victims do not stop needing support at the end of a trial.

I am deeply committed to implementing in full all of the recommendations set out in Sup-
porting a Victims Journey and I am chairing an Implementation Oversight Group comprising 
all relevant Departments and Agencies responsible for driving the implementation of the agreed 
actions.

While the provision of counselling services is not directly under my remit and falls to Tusla 
and the Department of Health, I can confirm that both were represented on the O’Malley Imple-
mentation Group and are committed to delivering the recommendations as set out in Supporting 
A Victims Journey and to providing all relevant supports for victims of crime. 

24/03/2021WRFFF02300Probate Applications

24/03/2021WRFFF024001285. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been 
drawn to issues caused by Covid-19 in relation to interviews within the Probate Office and a 
delay on cases due to interviews not being conducted; the steps being taken to rectify the mat-
ter; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [15776/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF02500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Probate Office is an office of the High 
Court and management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service. Under the pro-
visions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts is the responsibility of the 
Courts Service which is independent in its functions. However, in order to be of assistance to 
the Deputy, I have had enquiries made regarding the steps being taken to address the current 
processing times for personal applications for probate in Dublin.  The Courts Service has pro-
vided the following update on this matter.

Restrictions under Level 5 of the Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021 Plan for Living with 
COVID-19 has necessitated the temporary closure of the personal applications process in the 
Dublin Probate Office in October 2020.  It had been hoped to recommence appointments with 



Questions - Written Answers

732

personal applicants in early January 2021, but due to the re-introduction of restrictions, this 
was not possible and until such time as the restrictions on movement are lifted or significantly 
reduced, the Courts Service advises there will be no resumption of personal application inter-
views. 

Staff who would usually deal with personal probate applications have been reassigned to 
work on solicitor applications which continue to be processed. 

 I am further advised by the Courts Service that personal application interviews cannot be 
held remotely as the applicant has to be identified by production of appropriate identification 
and once the identity has been established the applicant has to sign the oath before a staff mem-
ber.  The Courts Service are of the view that remote interviews cannot facilitate this process in 
such a way as to ensure that the integrity of the Probate system is maintained.  

Resources will be diverted to address the arrears of personal applications once interviews 
can recommence in a safe way, having regard to public health guidelines.

24/03/2021WRFFF02600Domestic Violence Policy

24/03/2021WRFFF027001286. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Justice if she will consider implementing 
domestic homicide reviews (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15783/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF02800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The publication of the independent re-
search on Familicide and Domestic Homicide Reviews is an important commitment under Jus-
tice Plan 2021, our plan to build a justice system that works for everyone.

This independent study commissioned by my Department is looking at international best 
practice in the conduct of domestic homicide reviews with a view to making recommendations 
in relation to their application in this jurisdiction. The study will be a key facet in delivering on 
this commitment. 

Ms Maura Butler, who is a solicitor and has been a member of the Study’s Advisory Group 
since its establishment, is leading the work to complete this study. I would emphasise the im-
portance of recognising that the Advisory Group and their work is independent, and my Depart-
ment is not involved in the work of the study nor is it a member of the Advisory Group.

I expect the report will be finalised in the coming weeks and it will subsequently be pub-
lished.  I look forward to examining the report in detail and I will consider any recommenda-
tions made as a priority.

24/03/2021WRFFF02900Immigration Status

24/03/2021WRFFF030001287. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Justice the status of an appeal by a 
person (details supplied). [15786/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF03100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): For reasons of maintaining full confiden-
tiality, it is not my Department’s practice to comment on whether an application for asylum or 
subsidiary protection has been made in the State.  An applicant for such protection status, or 
their legal representative, should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the 
International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate. 



24 March 2021

733

The IPO may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by telephone to the IPO Customer 
Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International Protection 
Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2.

The IPAT may be contacted either: by email to info@protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at 
01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The Inter-
national Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility (INISOireachtasmail@justice.ie 
) which has been specifically established for this purpose.  This service enables up-to-date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
parliamentary questions process.  The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

24/03/2021WRFFF03200Legal Services Regulation

24/03/2021WRFFF033001288. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Justice her plans to implement a wills 
register for Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15860/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF03400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be aware, the possible 
establishment of such a register has been suggested on a number of occasions, including in a 
number of Private Members Bills.  However, consultations have taken place with a number of 
stakeholders, including the Law Society, and they have identified a number of important practi-
cal and legal obstacles to establishing such a mechanism.  As a consequence establishment of a 
register is not currently under consideration.

  Question No. 1289 answered with Question No. 1197.

24/03/2021WRFFF03600Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRFFF037001290. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Justice the total Covid-19-related 
spend in 2020 by her Department, agency and budget line item; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [16272/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF03800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The impact of Covid 19 was felt through-
out the Justice Sector in 2020 and gave rise to additional expenditure in a number of areas 
including front-line services, in An Garda Síochána, Prisons, Courts and services for victims of 
domestic abuse.

These additional requirements contributed to the need for net supplementary estimates in 
the case of the Garda Vote (€44.325 million); Prisons Vote (€14 million) and Courts (€23 mil-
lion).  While there were other factors giving rise to the supplementary estimates including 
funding under the Government Economic Stimulus Package, the impact of additional Covid 
expenditure was a significant contributory factor.  In other cases, the costs were met from real-
locating expenditure from other areas across the Vote Group. 

Garda Síochána 

I have been informed by An Garda Síochána that the total expenditure related to Covid 19 
was in the region of €84.3 million in 2020.
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There was approximately €25.2 million in additional payroll cost mainly related to the im-
plementation of an emergency Covid roster since April 2020. This was subsequently extended 
taking account of some revisions following the first months of operation and the costs relate to 
unsocial hour allowance payments to Garda Members with Employer’s PRSI also increasing as 
a result.  In addition, the early attestation of trainee Gardaí to respond to the Covid crisis also 
contributed to the increased payroll costs. 

The overtime cost related to Covid activity in 2020 was in the region of €32 million. 

It should be noted that the payroll system does not distinguish between COVID-19 and non-
COVID-19 activity of a member on the contingency roster. Therefore, there is an element of 
estimation to identify the estimated increase in pay costs. 

Expenditure on PPE was a significant cost factor for all front-line services in the State and 
the Gardaí were no different. The additional cost in 2020 was in the region of €14 million. 

The community focus of policing has been central to success of the Garda’s response to 
Covid and this has been supported with additional investment of €6.1 million in the Transport 
Fleet.  

Other additional costs directly related to Covid related to the temporary hire of vehicles €1.7 
million, additional travel and subsistence costs of €1.4 million, ICT Telecommunications and 
other overheads such as additional cleaning and sanitation €3.9 million. 

Prisons

Covid related expenditure in the Prisons Vote in 2021 was in the region of €7 million.  The 
main areas of expenditure were reflected in the cost of PPE and medical (over €3 million) deep 
cleaning/maintenance (approximately €2.7 million) and in ICT (€700,000) in relation to remote 
working including the provision of services such as video linking facilities for prisoner families. 

It should be noted that there may be additional costs not as directly related to Covid due to 
the complexity in apportioning costs based on the invoicing processes of external suppliers.  In 
addition. In addition, some additional hours payments were paid to staff during 2020 to cover 
situations where colleagues were off duty due to sickness and/or isolation/quarantine related to 
the pandemic.

Prisons are a high risk environment for transmission of such viruses and the IPS has been 
proactive in managing and mitigating against the risk since the beginning of the crisis. 

The senior management team has been meeting every day since early March 2020 dealing 
with the day to day security, safety, healthcare, operational and management challenges posed 
by the pandemic. 

An Emergency Response Planning Team was also activated on commencement of the crisis, 
with key stakeholders represented and meetings convened on a weekly basis to identify and 
implement protection measures and processes to minimise the impact on prisoners and staff.

Courts 

The Courts Service experienced a significant shortfall of in the region of €18 million in 
Court fee income due to the impact of Covid 19.

The Courts Service has also informed me that it spent in the region of €5.4 million in di-
rectly related Covid expenditure including €3.3 million in the fit-out of  courtrooms for virtual 
court hearings and providing staff working remotely with ICT hardware; €550,000 in the hiring 
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of additional Court venues to facilitate social distancing;  €500,000 in additional cleaning and 
hygiene equipment in courthouses and court offices; €409,000 primarily relating to signage 
installed in courthouses and court offices and €510,000 in additional security and Jury related 
services to maintain social distancing in courthouses. 

 Justice Vote 

Expenditure in relation to Covid 19 arose in respect of the Justice Vote also in 2020.

While not specifically a campaign to raise awareness of COVID-19, since March 2020 my 
Department has been running the important ‘Still Here’ campaign.  The purpose of this cam-
paign is to reassure victims of domestic abuse that support services from State agencies and the 
voluntary sector are still available and accessible during the COVID-19 pandemic, regardless 
of what level of restrictions are in place. 

In addition to reminding victims of domestic abuse that help is ‘Still Here’, the campaign 
also reminds anyone concerned for their safety that the restrictions on movement do not apply 
to people at risk or who are removing themselves from a domestic abuse situation.

The Department has spent just under €398,000 on the Still Here campaign in 2020.

Additional funding of almost €378,000 was provided to organisations for additional ser-
vices for Victims of Crime and Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence arising out of the 
COVID crisis

Agencies such as the Legal Aid Board has spent in the region of €594,000 on Covid related 
costs in 2020.  Other costs incurred in the Justice Vote related to the Coroner Service where, 
pending a fuller analysis, Covid related expenditure is expected to be in the region of €120,000.

The Department incurred additional ICT costs of in excess of €550,000 to facilitate remote 
working and other additional cleaning and sanitisation costs of over €200,000.

It is not possible to breakdown precisely some of the expenditure in relation to Covid in 
certain areas as the cost would not have been invoiced separately.

24/03/2021WRFFF03900Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRFFF040001291. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Justice the payment options available 
for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by her Department; and if there are plans to provide 
further online payment facilities. [16291/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF04100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I understand from my officials that it is 
possible for persons to make payments to my Department in a number of ways, and that there 
were a small number of fees in 2020 which were paid by Electronic Funds Transfer, postal order 
and cheque.

Furthermore, I understand that my officials in the Immigration Service Delivery function of 
the Department are currently operating online payments in the following areas:

1. Atypical Work Scheme.

2. Registration Fees - Online Registration Renewal System.

3. Citizenship Certificate Fees.
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Looking to the future, there are plans in place to develop a fully digital customer centric 
immigration service, including the continued roll out of  online payment platforms for various 
processing/application fees. 

As the Deputy may be aware, I commit to delivering a fair immigration system for a digital 
age in Goal Four of the recently published Justice Action Plan 2021. Goal Four of the Justice 
Plan 2021 contains 6 objectives, and a timeline for relevant objectives and actions for 2021 are 
provided as follows:

- Publish a roadmap for the transition of all immigration services to online application pro-
cesses by Q1;

- As part of a new ICT Strategy for the Department of Justice, publish a digital strategy for 
immigration by Q1; Begin accepting online payments for visa applications Q2 Immigration 
Service Delivery.

24/03/2021WRFFF04200Garda Vetting

24/03/2021WRFFF043001292. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if volunteers carrying out du-
ties for an organisation (details supplied) are required to be vetted for Garda clearance prior to 
taking up their volunteering role. [15348/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFF04500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRFFF046001293. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if socially distanced religious 
services will resume for Easter week. [15513/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF047001525. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been 
given to churches reopening over the Easter period. [14557/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1293 
and 1525 together.

As I am sure the Deputies can appreciate, COVID-19 spreads when individuals and groups 
come into close contact with one another, enabling the virus to move from one person to an-
other.  The public health measures recognise the need to reduce congregation and interactions 
between people to reduce opportunities for the transmission of Covid-19.

The ‘Framework for Restrictive Measures in Response to COVID-19 provides for restric-
tions on gatherings of people indoors given the higher risk associated with these types of activi-
ties.  The number of people allowed to gather in different scenarios in the plan is based on a 
review of international practice and the judgment of public health experts.  It seeks to balance 
the risks of different types of gatherings against the desire to allow normal activities to proceed 
in so far as possible.  The measures in place for each level reflect the prevailing disease situation 
and recognise that we can and must prioritise some activities over others. 

The Framework sets out when it is considered that religious services can take place with 
protective measures (Levels 1 and 2) and when they must move online (Levels 3,4 and 5).  
Weddings and funerals are exceptions and can continue at every level with limited numbers.  



24 March 2021

737

Churches and other places of worship can remain open for private prayer.  It is also important to 
note that at all levels, Ministers of Religion are permitted to travel to perform a service on-line, 
to minister to the sick, and conduct a funeral or wedding ceremony. 

I and my Cabinet colleagues recognise the immense sacrifices that are being made by people 
across the country at this difficult time.  That includes the many people who are affected by their 
inability to attend church in the way they have been used to.  However, there has been signifi-
cant engagement and solidarity from the Catholic Church and other Faiths at all stages through-
out this pandemic to ensure the protection of individuals and communities from COVID-19.

In February, the Taoiseach met with representatives of the Catholic Church to discuss the 
current level of Covid-19 restrictions and the Church’s desire to return to worship, in particu-
lar during the season of Lent and with the approach of Holy Week and Easter. At that meeting 
the Taoiseach acknowledged the importance of the Church community in people’s lives at this 
time of stress and worry. He outlined the ongoing concerns regarding the spread of the virus, 
particularly the new variants, stressing that any increase at all in mobility can have serious 
consequences for public health and put pressure on the health service. It was agreed to maintain 
dialogue as the situation evolves. 

As the Deputies will appreciate, the level of COVID-19 disease in Ireland remains very high 
and the epidemiological position is volatile. Public health advice is that it is too early to say how 
and when restrictions should be eased given current uncertainties.  The current public health 
measures will remain in place until 5 April.  Government will meet in advance of that date to 
review the level of restrictions.

24/03/2021WRFFF04900Disabilities Assessments

24/03/2021WRFFF050001294. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on ob-
taining a suitable assessment for a person (details supplied) in order that an educational path-
way can be formulated for their future needs. [15525/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRFFF05200Misuse of Drugs

24/03/2021WRFFF053001295. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will amend the Mis-
use of Drugs Act 1977 to address the lacuna in the law with respect to the growth of industrial 
hemp; if he has or will initiate a dialogue with the Ministers for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine and Finance in the context of industrial hemp given it is a carbon sink and sequesters 
carbon dioxide in addition to producing a strong economic return for growers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15825/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The matter raised by the Deputy is cur-
rently subject to legal challenge and consequently I am not in a position to offer further com-
ment.

24/03/2021WRFFF05500Legislative Reviews

24/03/2021WRFFF056001296. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the timeline for and details of 
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the scheduled review of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; the way 
in which he plans to collect evidence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [16269/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF057001492. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the timeline and the terms of 
reference for the review of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14405/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF058001634. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if the details of any proposed re-
view of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 will be provided; the 
timing and form this review will take; if the review will hear from concerned groups or accept 
submissions; the role of the Oireachtas Committee on Health in relation to same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14884/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF059001929. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the details of the three-
year review of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; the person or 
body that will carry out the review; the terms of reference for the review; the timeframe for the 
review; if submissions will be sought or accepted; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15955/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1296, 
1492, 1634 and 1929 together.

The Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was signed into law on 20 
December 2018 and commenced on 1 January 2019. Section 7 of the Act states that “The Min-
ister shall, not later than 3 years after the commencement of this section, carry out a review of 
the operation of this Act”.

The review is scheduled to be progressed in 2021 and will be overseen by my Department.  
It is anticipated that it will take a three-part approach to reviewing the operation of the Act, 
with strands focusing on service users, service providers and a public consultation.  Research to 
inform the service user and service provider strands will be commissioned and carried out inde-
pendently, while the Department will manage the public consultation, and collate and analyse 
the findings of the different strands of the review.  

Upon completion a full report, with any necessary recommendations, will be submitted to 
me, as Minister, for consideration.

24/03/2021WRFFF06100Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRFFF062001297. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns 
raised by SNAs in relation to their current position on the vaccine roll-out list (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13867/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination.  The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020.

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

The roll out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE. 
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The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated.  Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first. 

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.  The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in front-line services often 
caring for the most vulnerable.

Vaccination of those aged 70 and older (in the following order: 85 and older, 80-84, 75-79, 
and 70-74) began in February.

On the 23rd of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death.  In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus.  Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis.

Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

24/03/2021WRFFF06400Eating Disorders

24/03/2021WRFFF065001298. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health if consideration is being given 
to increasing funding to services that treat persons with eating disorders; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13870/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFF06700Hospital Staff
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24/03/2021WRFFF068001299. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if South Tipperary General 
Hospital is to lose ten of its current 19 intern doctors; if he will consider reversing the decision; 
his views on the way the failure to employ graduating doctors will lead to forced emigration; 
his views on the impact this will have on the health service; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [13878/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021.  The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship.

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks.  The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021 and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.

24/03/2021WRFFF07000Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRFFF071001300. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the position of persons with 
ulcerative colitis or Crohn’s disease in the vaccine priority list; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13879/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF072001326. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when patients with in-
flammatory bowel disease will be called for vaccination against Covid-19; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13944/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF073001431. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health when persons living with irri-
table bowel disease and taking the immunosuppressant adalimumab will be vaccinated against 
Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14195/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1300, 
1326 and 1431 together.

On the 23rd of February 2021, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Al-
location Strategy.  

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death.  In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus.  Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
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cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death.  Vaccination of this group began in March.  

In relation to the categories of very high risk and high risk conditions, this list is not exhaus-
tive.  It may also include people who have been classed as at very high risk, based on clinical 
judgement and an assessment of need.  It is recommended that the individuals concerned dis-
cuss this with their treating physician who is in the best position to give appropriate advice. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection.  People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRFFF07500Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRFFF076001301. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the estimated date those in 
priority group 7 will begin to receive Covid-19 vaccinations; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13880/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF07700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRFFF07800Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRFFF079001302. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will extend the arrange-
ment piloted in 2020 by which additional intern positions for newly qualified doctors were 
created in the public hospital system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13885/21]

24/03/2021WRFFF08000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my 
Department and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical 
intern places for July 2021.  I am happy to announce an increase of 120 medical intern posts 
for July 2021.  

The increase in the number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases 
in postgraduate training places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training 
pathway following completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRGGG0010024/03/2021WRGGG00200Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRGGG003001303. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to reports regard-
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ing the loss of newly qualified doctors in counties Clare and Limerick (details supplied); if this 
decision will be reversed to enable these doctors to stay and continue to serve in the health 
service here; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13886/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.

24/03/2021WRGGG00500Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRGGG006001304. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when an assessment date for 
a primary medical certificate will issue for a person (details supplied). [13887/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.  

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.  Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which pro-
vides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, 
T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19.  Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments.  The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.
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24/03/2021WRGGG00800Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRGGG009001305. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to matters 
raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13889/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021.

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship.

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRGGG01100Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRGGG012001306. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the steps persons should take 
in cases in which they have a body mass index, BMI, above 40 and are included in the new co-
hort 4 but are not registered with a consultant or health team; the way such a person can ensure 
that they are registered for a vaccine if cohort 4 is advised that they will be contacted directly 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13894/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGG01400Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRGGG015001307. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of a primary medical 
certificate application in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [13910/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.  

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.  Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which pro-
vides for the medical criteria in primary legislation,  the  Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, 
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T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19.  Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments.  The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRGGG01700Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRGGG018001308. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that only a very limited number of intern jobs are available for medical students who 
have studied in Ireland; his plans to increase the number of intern positions available to help 
with understaffing of the health system; his views on whether such an increase in intern places 
would prevent newly qualified doctors from leaving to find work elsewhere; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [13912/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRGGG02000Eating Disorders

24/03/2021WRGGG021001309. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase funding 
for the treatment for eating disorders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13913/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGG02300Eating Disorders
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24/03/2021WRGGG024001310. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the number of treatment 
spaces nationwide for treating eating disorders; his views on whether this is an appropriate 
amount; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13914/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGG02600HSE Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRGGG027001311. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the length of the waiting list 
for treatment for an eating disorder; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13915/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGG02900Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRGGG030001312. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the reason he does not plan 
to ensure that all medical students in Ireland will receive an intern position upon graduation 
as was the case for the 2020 graduating class; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13917/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRGGG03200Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRGGG033001313. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to 
tackle the shortage of doctors in Ireland, especially outside Dublin; his views on whether of-
fering an intern position to all graduating medical students, as was done in 2020, would help to 
alleviate this shortage; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [13918/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 
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I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRGGG03500Defence Forces

24/03/2021WRGGG036001314. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if CHO8 sought the assistance of the 
Defence Forces in supporting nursing homes in the region at any point in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13919/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRGGG03800Freedom of Information

24/03/2021WRGGG039001315. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if the HSE CHO8 will report on the 
number of freedom of information, FOI, requests in cases in which a charge of €200 or more 
was estimated for the provision of items before appeal in the past 12 months; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [13920/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. The HSE is 
an Independent body for the purposes of FOI and has sole responsibility for compliance with 
the legislation in relation to HSE matters.

24/03/2021WRGGG04100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGG042001316. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the reports on deaths and Covid-19 
outbreaks HIQA requires from nursing home providers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13921/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG043001317. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the methodology, evidence, depth 
and expertise required in reports on deaths and Covid-19 outbreaks HIQA requires from nurs-
ing home providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [13922/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG044001318. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if HIQA requires only the view 
and opinion of the providers and not that of independent experts in the reports on Covid-19 
outbreaks and deaths in facilities requested from nursing home providers; if HIQA also seeks 
alternative independent opinions on the causes of outbreaks and deaths in nursing homes; if not, 
if it solely accepts the reports of the providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[13923/21]



24 March 2021

747

24/03/2021WRGGG045001320. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if it is the policy of HIQA that no 
inquiry, investigation or examination is needed into any deaths in any nursing home as a result 
of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13925/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1316 to 1318, inclusive, and 1320 together.

The Chief Inspector of Social Services within HIQA has statutory responsibility for the reg-
istration and inspection of nursing homes and other residential services for children and adults 
with disabilities. As part of her legal remit, the Chief Inspector can inspect nursing homes and 
other residential settings and can make binding decisions relating to the safety and quality of 
care provided to residents following inspection. 

The Chief Inspector has a suite of statutory civil and criminal enforcement tools at her dis-
posal where it is determined that the registered provider is not in compliance with their statu-
tory duties and where the health or welfare of residents are at serious risk. These tools range 
from the issue of statutory demands for information to the cancellation of registration. Where a 
registered provider fails to discharge their statutory duties they are liable to prosecution before 
the courts. 

The person in charge of a nursing home has a legal obligation to submit monitoring noti-
fications to the Office of the Chief Inspector of the occurrence of certain events in the centre, 
including any case or suspected cases of COVID-19 among residents or staff. 

The duties of the person in charge and the registered provider in relation to these monitoring 
notifications are set out in the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated 
Centres for Older People) Regulations 2013, as amended, specifically in Regulation 31 and 
Schedule 4.

Monitoring notifications that must be submitted by the person in charge of a nursing home 
within three days of the event occurring and that are directly relevant to HIQA’s response to 
COVID-19 include:

- The unexpected death of any resident , including the death of any resident following trans-
fer to hospital from the designated centre; and 

- Any outbreak of any notifiable disease, including Covid-19. 

HIQA reviews these notifications daily as an indicator of the extent of COVID-19 outbreaks 
in individual nursing homes and across the sector.  An established communication pathway en-
sures that information pertaining to an outbreak is shared in a timely fashion between the HSE 
crisis management teams and the Office of the Chief Inspector.  

I am advised by HIQA that Inspectors have carried out inspections in many nursing homes 
either during or following an outbreak. To date the Chief Inspector has not requested the input 
of an independent expert as it considers Public Health to be the definitive authority in managing 
this Public Health Emergency.  

HIQA has submitted a document to my colleague, Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, 
which recommends a review of the current legislative and regulatory framework. A bilateral 
group has been established between officials in my Department and representatives from the 
Office of the Chief Inspector, for engagement on this matter.  

HIQA encourages every provider who has experienced an outbreak of COVID-19 in their 
centre to complete a post outbreak review and to ensure that any learning from an outbreak is 



Questions - Written Answers

748

actioned.  In addition, each registered provider is required to complete an annual review of the 
quality and safety of care delivered to residents in the designated centre to ensure that such care 
is in accordance with relevant standards set by the Authority.

24/03/2021WRGGG04900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGG050001319. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health his views on whether in-house re-
ports on Covid-19 outbreaks and deaths created solely by the nursing home management are 
adequate to report on, address concerns and ensure learning about outbreaks of Covid-19 and 
the deaths and infection of residents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13924/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Nursing home 
providers are ultimately responsible for the safe care of their residents. Reports of this nature 
are completed by registered providers. I am advised by HIQA that its inspections are focused on 
reviewing the systems in place to ensure safe care for residents. To this end the Chief Inspector 
published “COVID-19 – an assurance framework for providers” last September to ensure that 
providers are continuously reviewing their service and making changes as new information / 
guidance becomes available or following an outbreak.  Inspectors may ask to review the associ-
ated providers self-assessment and quality improvement document.   

Where inspectors are concerned that the provider may not have addressed issues which 
were identified during an outbreak these will be reviewed – if the solution is allowed for in the 
current legal and regulatory framework then compliance is required.  Where inspectors are not 
assured that the provider has the expertise to address issues of concern (particularly in the area 
of infection prevention and control) then a request can be made to the HSE crisis response team 
to support the provider in addressing these issues. 

The Nursing Homes Expert Panel was established, on foot of a NPHET recommendation, to 
examine the complex issues surrounding the management of COVID-19 among this particular-
ly vulnerable cohort. This Expert Panel report has added further to our knowledge and learning. 
This report clearly outlines the key protective measures that we must ensure are in place across 
our nursing homes. These actions are based on learning from our own and the international 
experience of COVID-19 to date. 

The report also recommends additional analysis and examination of the relevant public 
health and other data sets in order that further causal and protective factors for COVID-19 
clusters are identified. 

Work to progress the recommendations of the Expert Panel report, particularly those recom-
mendations requiring a priority focus in the response to COVID-19, is ongoing across all of the 
health agencies and stakeholders. Continued learning and understanding of progression of the 
disease in Ireland is an integral part of those recommendations.

  Question No. 1320 answered with Question No. 1316.

24/03/2021WRGGG05300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGG054001321. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if the CEO and chief inspector of 
HIQA have met with the families of any of those who died in nursing homes during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic; if they are willing to do so; if not, the reason this is the case; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [13926/21]
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24/03/2021WRGGG05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I am advised that 
HIQA, as an organisation, has been communicating on an ongoing basis with the families of 
deceased residents and from the outset have endeavoured to ensure all families have equitable 
access to relevant information and advice. 

HIQA’s concerns team has had multiple contacts with family members and the team has 
endeavoured to take account of their experiences, answer their queries in relation to HIQA’s 
regulatory role, and signpost families appropriately to have their questions answered by the 
relevant agency. HIQA is satisfied that the systems that have been put in place are effective and 
will remain in place. 

My Department liaised with the Chief Inspector in relation to facilitating access to advocacy 
services for residents of Dealgan House Nursing Home and their families and this service was 
subsequently made available by the Patient Advocacy Service.

24/03/2021WRGGG05600Health Information and Quality Authority

24/03/2021WRGGG057001322. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the circumstances that are required 
to be met when HIQA requests weekly and regular reporting from nursing home and care facili-
ties on the state of residents, including on issues such as weight and the prevalence of bedsores; 
the number of times such procedures were in place and used in 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [13927/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Nursing home 
providers are ultimately responsible for the care and welfare of their residents and the quality 
of the service they provide.

I am advised by HIQA that requests for the level of reporting outlined by the Deputy will 
only arise where inspectors are concerned that residents living in a nursing home may be at risk 
of losing weight or developing a pressure sore. Such concerns may arise from the findings of an 
inspection, or through information received.  

Such requests, which may be made during an inspection or in the reviewing of solicited or 
unsolicited information, are managed at individual case holder level. HIQA has advised that it 
is not possible to generate a report of the number of such requests made in a given time period.

24/03/2021WRGGG05900Nursing Home Accommodation

24/03/2021WRGGG060001323. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health his views on the call for indepen-
dent, human rights focused inspections in nursing homes as suggested by organisations (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13928/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): HIQA is the na-
tional independent regulator of nursing homes and through its powers assesses whether residen-
tial services are providing high-quality, safe and effective services and supports for the people 
who live there.

HIQA has significant and wide-ranging powers up to and including withdrawing the regis-
tration of a nursing home facility, which means that it can no longer operate as a service pro-
vider. This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive quality framework comprising of 
Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and National Quality Standards.
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HIQA, in discharging its duties determines, through examination of all information avail-
able to it, including site inspections, whether a nursing home meets the regulations in order to 
achieve and maintain its registration status.  HIQA reports on the regulations under two dimen-
sions of: 

1. Capacity and capability of the service: 

This section describes the leadership and management of the centre and how effective it is 
in ensuring that a good quality and safe service is being provided. It outlines how people who 
work in the centre are recruited and trained and whether there are appropriate systems and pro-
cesses in place to underpin the safe delivery and oversight of the service. 

2. Quality and safety of the service:  

This section describes the care and support people receive and if it was of a good quality 
and ensured people were safe. It includes information about the care and supports available for 
people and the environment in which they live.  This includes assessments on resident’s rights 
(Section 9 of the regulations). 

Should a nursing home be deemed to be non-compliant with the Regulations and the Na-
tional Quality Standards, it may either fail to achieve or lose its registration status. In addition, 
the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in deciding whether to impose conditions of Registra-
tion on nursing homes. As part of the inspection, HIQA assesses whether the rights of people 
living in nursing homes have their rights respected. 

The Nursing Homes Expert Panel was established, on foot of a NPHET recommendation, 
to examine the complex issues surrounding the management of COVID-19 among this par-
ticularly vulnerable cohort. This Expert Panel report has added further to our knowledge and 
learning. This report clearly outlines the key protective measures that we must ensure are in 
place across our nursing homes. These actions are based on learning from our own and the in-
ternational experience of COVID-19 to date. The report also recommends additional analysis 
and examination of the relevant public health and other data sets in order that further causal and 
protective factors for COVID-19 clusters are identified. 

Work to progress the recommendations of the Expert Panel report, particularly those recom-
mendations requiring a priority focus in the response to COVID-19, is ongoing across all of the 
health agencies and stakeholders. Continued learning and understanding of progression of the 
disease in Ireland is an integral part of those recommendations. 

The Expert Panel recommends that the Department of Health should explore a suitable struc-
ture and process for external oversight of individual care concerns arising in nursing homes, 
once internal processes have been exhausted without satisfaction. The Department is committed 
to progressing this. In addition, the Programme for Government commits to expand the remit of 
the Office of the Ombudsman to consider clinical decisions in health and social care complaints. 
This too will provide additional and welcome avenues for patient safety complaints. 

Where a resident or family has a concern with regard to a regulated health professional such 
as a nurse or a doctor a complaint can be brought to the relevant regulator either the Nursing 
and Midwifery Board or the Irish Medical Council.

24/03/2021WRGGG06200Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRGGG063001324. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided 
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on a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13936/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGG06500Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRGGG066001325. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if there will be a change 
in the vaccination programme regarding vaccination of persons who have been infected with 
and recovered from Covid-19 in view of the report by the Health Information and Quality Au-
thority on post-Covid-19 infection immunity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13939/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The immunisation programme in Ire-
land is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The 
Committee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland 
and international best practice in relation to immunisation. It makes recommendations on vac-
cination policy to my Department. The NIAC review all data relating to COVID-19 vaccines 
on a rolling basis.

Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the National 
Immunisation Advisory Committee develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is con-
tained in the Immunisation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated 
and includes guidance on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland.

You can read the guidelines at:

  https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/covid19.pdf

  Question No. 1326 answered with Question No. 1300.

24/03/2021WRGGG06900Ambulance Service

24/03/2021WRGGG070001327. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the average and median am-
bulance waiting times in each of the years 2018 to 2020, by county in tabular form. [13945/21]

24/03/2021WRGGG07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRHHH00200Drugs Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRHHH003001328. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the findings of the 2019 
review on the governance structures in relation to the HSE drug reimbursement process by a 
company (details supplied); if he will publish the review in full; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13947/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In 2019, following a tender by the Of-
fice of Government Procurement,  Mazars conducted a review of the governance structures 
around the HSE’s  drug reimbursement process. The report was submitted to my Department 
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in January 2020.

The review made recommendations in respect of  the HSE’s systems, structures, processes, 
governance arrangements and  use of specialist resources in respect of the drug reimbursement  
process.

The report was under consideration by officials earlier  last year, however the focus of the 
Department of Health changed to the immediate public health considerations of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the preservation of life. This meant that this work stream was temporarily  sus-
pended to reallocate resources to support essential services.

My Department aims to complete its consideration of the report’s recommendations in the 
near future.

24/03/2021WRHHH00500HSE Reviews

24/03/2021WRHHH006001329. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if a review of the terms of 
reference for the HSE rare diseases technology review committee is scheduled; if it will consid-
er moving its process to earlier in the reimbursement pathway for medicines for rare diseases; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13948/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRHHH00800Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRHHH009001330. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the work of the 
national screening advisory committee regarding its consideration of expanding the national 
newborn bloodspot screening programme to test for more rare diseases; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13949/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Screening Advisory Com-
mittee (NSAC) was established in 2019 with the remit to advise the Department of Health and 
the Minister for Health on all new proposals for screening and on revisions to existing pro-
grammes. The expansion of the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme remains a 
priority work programme for the NSAC.  

Important progress has already been made in 2020 on the expansion of the National New-
born Bloodspot Screening Programme.  In July 2020, the NSAC approved the application to 
add ADA-SCID (adenosine deaminase deficiency-severe combined immunodeficiency) to the 
list of conditions screened under the Programme. As Minister, I approved this recommendation 
and the HSE are now preparing for the addition of ADA-SCID to the Programme which will 
bring the number of conditions that are currently screened for in Ireland from eight to nine. 

I am committed to ensuring that any expansion of the programme will be safe, ethically 
robust and evidence based.  In examining the best approach, the NSAC have commissioned 
the specialist team who are in place in HIQA to support the Committee’s work, to examine 
the international evidence in terms of the conditions screened for in existing bloodspot screen-
ing programmes; the decision-making processes that lead to the inclusion of a condition in an 
individual country’s newborn bloodspot screening programme; and the role of emerging tech-
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nologies in programme expansion. I am determined to see the foundations laid for the ongoing 
expansion of the programme that maximises health outcomes for newborn babies. 

This important work will assist the NSAC in its consideration of the best approach to the 
expansion of the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening programme in line with international 
best practice.   

I have requested that the NSAC provide an update on progress and I expect to receive this 
update in the near future.

24/03/2021WRHHH01100Psychological Assessments

24/03/2021WRHHH012001331. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an appointment with 
a psychologist will be arranged in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13950/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRHHH01400Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRHHH015001332. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the vaccination priority of 
a vulnerable group (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13956/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23 February 2021, I announced 
an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/ 

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.
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24/03/2021WRHHH01700Health Information and Quality Authority

24/03/2021WRHHH018001333. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if the recent report of the 
Health Information and Quality Authority which found that that the third wave of the Covid-19 
pandemic started on 22 November 2020 during the second lockdown, which lasted until 1 De-
cember 2020, undermines his confidence in the efficacy of lockdowns as a means of combatting 
Covid-19. [13958/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand that the Deputy is referring 
to the ‘Epidemiological report of COVID-19 cases in Ireland during the third pandemic wave; 
November 22nd to February 21st 2021’ from the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (avail-
able here: 

https://ndsc.newsweaver.ie/4otaa688p3/1060ohucrlq?lang=en&a=2&p=58872704
&t=31302947).

The report states that the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic started on 22nd November 
before the beginning of the phased easing of restrictions on December 1st.

As the Deputy will be aware, on the 15th October, the NPHET recommended that the coun-
try move to Level 5 restrictive measures to protect public health in the first instance, particularly 
in relation to those most vulnerable to the severe outcomes of COVID-19; to ensure the safe 
delivery of health services for health needs unrelated to COVID-19; to enable safe provision 
of childcare services and to ensure that schools could remain open. At that time, community 
transmission of COVID-19 was widespread and there was growing evidence that health system 
capacity would be overwhelmed if stronger measures were not taken urgently. 

In its subsequent letter of 26 November 2020, the NPHET highlighted the positive impact 
of those Level 5 measures implemented in October on the disease trajectory: 

“Over the past five weeks, through widespread commitment and adherence to the public 
health restrictions put in place by Government, much of the potential impact of this second 
wave has been averted, the objectives advised by the NPHET have been met and transmission 
of the disease has reduced significantly. This is particularly evident by reference to the experi-
ence of almost all other countries in Europe. In early October, Ireland was mid-table in Europe 
in terms of disease incidence. The measures in place since then have seen a sharp reduction in 
incidence, hospitalisation, critical care admissions and mortality. In that time period, most of 
Europe continued on a path of increasing incidence which led to levels of hospitalisation, ICU 
admission and mortality which have been largely averted in Ireland by the Government’s pre-
emptive action”. 

The NPHET estimated that if case numbers and mortality in Ireland had followed the EU27/
UK average at the time, this trajectory would have resulted in a peak incidence of 2,600 cases 
per day in Ireland in early November, and a death rate of approximately 40 deaths per day by 
26 November. Actual case numbers and mortality were much lower. 

The NPHET also examined the likely impact of the public health measures introduced in 
October by comparing model projections of likely case numbers if Level 3 measures had been 
maintained from that date (assuming R between 0.9 to 1.2) with actual case numbers to 24th 
November. 

These modelling estimates show that the public health measures introduced are likely to 
have prevented between 21,000 and 54,000 cases to end-November 2020. The prevention of 
these cases would, in turn, avert at least 800-2,200 hospitalisations, 130-320 ICU admissions 
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and 100-270 deaths to end-November 2020. Further details of these analyses are available in 
the letter to the Minister for Health, dated 25th November which can be accessed here: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/ba4aa0-letters-from-the-cmo-to-the-minister-for-
health/#august-december-2020.

The Deputy will also be aware of the very significant impact that current Level 5 measures 
have had on suppressing transmission of COVID-19 since the beginning of this year. 

It is clear from experience to date during all three waves of infection, that population wide 
restrictive measures have been essential to suppress transmission and regain control over the 
disease. It is also true that any restrictive measures are only as successful as the public’s com-
pliance with those measures, and we have frequently seen pre-emptive action on the part of the 
public both when restrictions have been increased and when they have been relaxed. This was 
the case in late November and was noted in NPHET’s letter of 3rd December which states that 
“measures of mobility and contact appear to have increased in anticipation of the recent relax-
ation of Level 5 measures”.

24/03/2021WRHHH02000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRHHH021001334. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the additional steps that 
have been taken to help front-line drug services cope with the additional challenges that Co-
vid-19 and Covid-19 lockdowns have had on drug treatment services and the increased mental 
health difficulties many of the clients attending or linking in with those services have experi-
enced in the past year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13960/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Covid-19 
has created a time of uncertainty and anxiety. The restrictions on social interaction, the require-
ment for self-isolation and the restructuring of services, can be particularly difficult for people 
who use drugs or are dependent on alcohol. The Department of Health is committed to the safe 
resumption of drug and alcohol services, including community-based services, residential pro-
grammes and recovery support groups.

HSE Addiction service continues to operate and provide appropriate care to individuals 
with addiction problems. Treatment services have continued for people on opioid substitution 
treatment (OST), with where appropriate and consultations and care are provided remotely if 
necessary. An additional 905 people were in receipt of OST at the end of January 2021 when 
compared with January 2020 representing an 8.64% increase. A further €4.2 million is provided 
to support these additional service users in the HSE national service plan for 2021.  

The Department has developed a ‘Framework for the Restoration of Drug and Alcohol Ser-
vices’, in a planned and appropriate manner in line with public health advice. The working 
group of frontline service providers identified issues on which guidance and supports are re-
quired. The framework is a living document and is being updated to take account of level 5 
restrictions.  

In addition, the Department issued guidance for the continuation of drug and alcohol sup-
port groups and treatment programmes during the pandemic in line with the public health ad-
vice. The guidance recognises the important role of support groups and programmes in helping 
individuals to build recovery capital and to avoid relapse into harmful patterns of substance use. 

The Department provided once-off funding of €480,00 in November 2020, to support the 
resumption of drug and alcohol services including the adaptation of services, premises, online 
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meetings and personal protective equipment. This funding was distributed to frontline service 
providers through the national network of 24 Drug and Alcohol Task Forces. Each task force 
could apply for up to €20,000 in once-off funding to meet Covid-19 related costs. This new 
funding is an important component of the Framework for the Restoration of Drug and Alcohol 
Services. 

From the outset of the pandemic, proactive measures were put in place to respond to an 
increase in mental health needs. While  some face-to-face mental health services are limited be-
cause of COVID-19,  a number of organisations are providing online counselling and support, 
phone support and or text support. A comprehensive list of mental health supports and services 
during Covid-19 is available on HSE.ie. 

Additional resources have been provided for drug and alcohol services working with the 
homeless population during the pandemic. Here are some headline statistics: 

- 282 medically vulnerable homeless individuals in shielding facilities 

- 65 DRHE Covid positive homeless service users in our DRHE/HSE Covid Isolation facili-
ties 

- 105 DRHE service users who are suspect or close contact cases in our DRHE/HSE Covid 
Isolation facilities 

- 1,000 service users who are accommodated in LTA or other facilities who receive signifi-
cant support and hand have complex health vulnerabilities

- 52 staff in DRHE funded services who are Covid positive are being supported.

I believe the experience of Covid-19 has reinforced the need to treat drug and alcohol mis-
use as a public health issue. The national drugs strategy, Reducing Harm Supporting Recov-
ery, provides the roadmap to a health-led approach to drug and alcohol misuse. I am currently 
overseeing a mid-term review of the strategy, which build on the many innovative measures 
developed during Covid-19.

24/03/2021WRHHH02300HSE Donations

24/03/2021WRHHH024001335. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will donate a 
small portion of land in its ownership (details supplied) to allow for the expansion of a school 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13964/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the management of the public healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

24/03/2021WRHHH02600Eating Disorders

24/03/2021WRHHH027001336. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the timeline on the full 
implementation of the HSE National Clinical Programme for Eating Disorders; if his attention 
has been drawn to reports that three years into the programme just three of the 16 promised hubs 
with specialist teams are operational across the country; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [13971/21]
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24/03/2021WRHHH02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHH02900Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRHHH030001337. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the number of front-line health-
care workers in group two of the vaccine allocation programme; the number of healthcare 
workers in group six of the vaccine allocation programme; the number of each group that have 
received their vaccine to date; the reason healthcare workers in group six that are receiving the 
vaccine ahead of those in groups three to five; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13975/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHH03200Ministerial Meetings

24/03/2021WRHHH033001338. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with an as-
sociation (details supplied) to discuss its ongoing issues of concern; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13982/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to assure the Deputy that I intend 
to meet with the Association in due course and will be in touch with the Association to arrange 
a meeting as soon as possible. 

However, I am sure that the Deputy can appreciate that there are competing priorities at the 
moment.

24/03/2021WRHHH03500Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRHHH036001339. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will reverse the pro-
posed cut from 28 to 12 intern doctors in University Hospital Kerry in July 2021 (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13983/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.
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24/03/2021WRHHH03800Eating Disorders

24/03/2021WRHHH039001340. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the funding provisions that 
have been made for eating disorder services in 2021; if promised funding for eating disorder 
services has been utilised to provide support to those with eating disorders; the breakdown of 
eating disorder funding use per month from March 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13985/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHH04100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRHHH042001341. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health the number of persons work-
ing on genome sequencing of Covid-19 variations in the HSE to date; the way in which Ireland 
compares to other EU countries; if he is satisfied that this number is sufficient; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13987/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As these are service related matters, I 
have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHH04400Education and Training Provision

24/03/2021WRHHH045001342. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns with 
respect to the education, training and retention of student radiographers (details supplied); if he 
will accede to a request for a meeting with student radiographer representatives; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [13988/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive an 
allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course and there are no plans to 
change this.  

I can also confirm that in 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3-month con-
tract following completion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the 
Health Service.  As their skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response 
and subject to the needs of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3-month assistant 
radiographer role following successful completion of their 7-week final year clinical placement. 
The 3-month period commenced on 18 May 2020. 

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings.  Of this number, around a third 
are final year students.  The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. These students are not employees and in many cases 
the nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a 
learning capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
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take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

Student nurses and midwives undertaking unpaid supernumerary clinical placement as stu-
dents are currently in receipt of an allowance. Again, given the unique requirements of these 
training programmes attendance at many placement sites is required, some of which are at a 
distance to base training hospital and the current allowance is to contribute to the cost of alter-
native accommodation / travel.

24/03/2021WRHHH04700Victim Support Services

24/03/2021WRHHH048001343. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide free psycho-
logical support for victims of institutional abuse following the court case being finalised (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13991/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHH05000Hospital Car Parks

24/03/2021WRHHH051001344. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will implement the recom-
mendations made in the review of hospital car park charges which he received in November 
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13992/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government makes 
a commitment to introduce a cap on the maximum daily charge for patients and visitors at all 
public hospitals, where possible and to introduce flexible passes in all public hospitals for pa-
tients and their families.  Accordingly, my Department and the HSE are currently examining the 
issue, including consideration of the review submitted in 2018.

24/03/2021WRHHH05300Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRHHH054001345. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health when those who fall into 
cohort 4 of the vaccine roll-out can expect to receive notification and administration of their 
Covid-19 vaccine from their general practitioner or their consultant; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [13993/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH055001424. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the situation in 
which persons in the vulnerable and high risk category for vaccine roll-out are being instructed 
by the HSE not to contact their general practitioners but to instead wait to hear from their hos-
pital consultants (details supplied). [14176/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1345 
and 1424 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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24/03/2021WRHHH05700Student Support Schemes

24/03/2021WRHHH058001346. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health if he will support the development 
of standardised allowances, placement grants and payment for work carried out by radiography 
students; if he will meet with representatives of student radiographers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [13999/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive an 
allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course and there are no plans to 
change this.  

I can also confirm that in 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month con-
tract following completion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the 
Health Service.  As their skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response 
and subject to the needs of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant 
radiographer role following successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement. 
The 3-month period commenced on 18 May 2020. 

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings.  Of this number, around a third 
are final year students.  The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. These students are not employees and in many cases 
the nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a 
learning capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

Student nurses and midwives undertaking unpaid supernumerary clinical placement as stu-
dents are currently in receipt of an allowance. Again, given the unique requirements of these 
training programmes attendance at many placement sites is required, some of which are at a 
distance to base training hospital and the current allowance is to contribute to the cost of alter-
native accommodation / travel.

24/03/2021WRHHH06000Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRHHH061001347. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the vaccine category a person 
(details supplied) falls into; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14013/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
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and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

In relation to the categories of very high risk and high risk conditions, this list is not exhaus-
tive. It may also include people who have been classed as at very high risk, based on clinical 
judgement and an assessment of need. It is recommended that the individuals concerned discuss 
this with their treating physician who is in the best position to give appropriate advice.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRHHH06300Assisted Human Reproduction

24/03/2021WRHHH064001348. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the current status of the Assisted 
Human Reproduction Bill 2019; the provision being made within the Bill for those receiving 
income support to access assisted human reproduction; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14014/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Drafting of a bill on assisted human 
reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research, based on the published General Scheme 
of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill, is ongoing by officials in my Department, in conjunc-
tion with the Office of the Attorney General. The publication of the AHR Bill is a priority for 
the Department and the Government, and a commitment to enact this legislation is included in 
the Programme for Government, “Our Shared Future”.

Separately from the Bill, a commitment to introduce the model of care for infertility, which 
was developed by officials in my Department in conjunction with the HSE’s National Women 
& Infants Health Programme, is included in the Programme for Government. This model of 
care will ensure that infertility issues will be addressed through the public health system at the 
lowest level of clinical intervention necessary. 

It comprises of three stages, starting in primary care (i.e., GPs) and extending into secondary 
care (i.e., Regional Fertility Hubs) and then, where necessary, tertiary care (i.e., IVF and other 
advanced AHR treatments). Structured referral pathways are being put in place and patients will 
be referred onwards for further investigations or treatment as required and as clinically appro-
priate. It is intended that, in line with available resources, this model of care for infertility will 
be rolled out on a phased basis over the course of the coming years.

It should be noted that while AHR treatment is not currently funded by the Irish public 
health service, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered 
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under the High Tech Arrangements administered by the HSE. Medicines covered by the High 
Tech Arrangements must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist and authorised for supply to 
the client’s nominated community pharmacy by the High Tech Hub managed by the Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service. The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under 
the client’s eligibility, i.e., Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme. Given the costs associated 
with certain fertility medicines, I am aware that these schemes can have a material impact on 
the total cost of AHR treatment for individuals who avail of them.

In addition, there is other support available in that patients who access IVF treatment pri-
vately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses 
scheme.

24/03/2021WRHHH06600Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRHHH067001349. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if he will prioritise pregnant 
women on the vaccine sequencing plan in view of a number of recent stillbirths which may 
have been related to Covid-19 and in line with the call from the master of the Rotunda Hospital, 
Dublin (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14017/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Pregnant women are at a similar risk 
to non-pregnant women of contracting COVID-19 disease. Most pregnant women who are 
infected with COVID-19 will experience mild to moderate symptoms, and the risk of passing 
COVID-19 virus to the baby is low.

However, pregnant women who become ill from COVID-19 are more likely to be admit-
ted to hospital, to need care in an ICU, and to die when compared with non-pregnant women 
patients. 

Women from Black, Asian and minority ethnic backgrounds may be more likely than other 
pregnant women to be admitted to hospital with COVID-19 disease.

Pregnant women who are healthcare workers or who have medical conditions which put 
them at high risk of severe disease are included in the respective priority groups. The priority 
for other pregnant women will be determined when more evidence is available.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRHHH06900Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRHHH070001350. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
a matter raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) in relation to protests outside a 
hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14024/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to assure the Deputy that ensur-
ing access to termination of pregnancy services remains an ongoing priority for the Department 
of Health.

Since services under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 com-
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menced in January 2019, there has been a limited number of reports of protests or other actions 
relating to termination of pregnancy.  This is an extremely positive development, suggesting 
that termination of pregnancy services have bedded in relatively smoothly to date and are be-
coming a normal part of the Irish healthcare system, in line with Government policy. 

However, where problems do arise with protests outside health care services, there is exist-
ing public order legislation in place to protect people accessing services, employees working in 
the service and local residents. The Department of Health has previously liaised with An Garda 
Síochána around safe access to termination of pregnancy services, and the Garda National Pro-
tective Services Bureau issued a notice to all Garda Stations raising awareness about the issue. 
The notice directed that any protests be monitored, and breaches of existing law dealt with.

The Department has provided information on existing public order and other relevant legis-
lation to the HSE. The Department also informed the HSE that An Garda Síochána advised that 
service providers should contact their local Superintendent to initiate a local solution, tailored 
to the circumstances and needs of each individual case, and to establish contacts for the service 
provider to call upon should the need arise. An Garda Síochána also advised that any protests 
or actions giving rise to a concern should be brought to its notice

24/03/2021WRHHH07200Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRHHH073001351. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to a matter 
raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) in relation to intern doctors; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14027/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRHHH07500Undefined

24/03/2021WRHHH076001352. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a matter 
affecting a school (details supplied) in Dublin 11; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14030/21]

24/03/2021WRHHH07700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.
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24/03/2021WRJJJ00200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJJJ003001353. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the point in the vaccination 
programme SNAs will receive their vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14032/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ004001428. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to prioritise 
private sector special needs education workers in the vaccine roll-out given that they are provid-
ing an invaluable service to families and in view of the fact colleagues in the HSE have already 
been vaccinated. [14185/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1353 
and 1428 together.

On the 23rd of February 2021, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Al-
location Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRJJJ00600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJJJ007001354. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to include 
radiographers and radiation therapists on the list of professions in SI 698 of 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14033/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ008001666. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if his Department 
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has considered allowing dental hygienists to participate in the national roll-out of Covid-19 
vaccinations as vaccinators. [15027/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ009001927. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his views on permitting dental 
hygienists to participate in the national roll-out of Covid-19 vaccinations as vaccinators; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15918/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1354, 
1666 and 1927 together.

The HSE are building and deploying its workforce in order to be prepared for the require-
ments associated with rolling out the COVID-19 vaccine programme.

GPs, Pharmacists, doctors, nurses, paramedics, and many healthcare professionals, will 
have a role to play in the vaccination programme.

In addition, on Tuesday 23 February 2021, I signed the Medicinal Products (Prescription 
and Control of Supply) (Amendment) (No. 4) Regulations 2021. The purpose of these amend-
ing Regulations is to add registered optometrists and registered dentists to the list of profession-
als who may supply and administer Covid-19 vaccinations.

The vaccine roll out is being conducted on a 7-day week basis and to date, more than 10,900 
staff have received training to operate as vaccinators. To support the expanded immunisation 
programme the HSE launched a vaccinator recruitment campaign at the end of February.

It is not intended that radiographers, radiation therapists or dental hygienists will be called 
upon to participate as vaccinators in the programme at this time.

24/03/2021WRJJJ01100National LGBTI+ Strategy

24/03/2021WRJJJ012001355. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the details of engagements 
to date on work regarding the legislative ban on conversion therapy as committed to in the pro-
gramme for Government; the timeline for commencement; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14040/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Pro-
gramme for Government: Our Shared Future commits to legislate to ban conversion therapy. 

The Government approach to legislating on conversion therapy is set out in the LGBTI+ 
Inclusion Strategy. It states that the practice of conversion therapy will be investigated and fol-
lowed up with appropriate counter measures. The strategy sets out two specific actions: 

1. research on the extent of the practice of conversion therapy and international best prac-
tice in responding to conversion therapy, including legislative responses (to be undertaken by 
Department of Justice and Equality) and 

2. the development of an appropriate package of measures for implementation (to involve 
all Government Departments.)  

Separately, the Department of Health is aware of the Prohibition of Conversion Therapies 
Bill 2018, tabled in Seanad Éireann. The research proposed as part of the LGBTI+ Inclusion 
Strategy will provide an evidence base for a detailed consideration of the Bill. Furthermore, any 
legislative proposals arising will be strengthened if implemented as part of a whole of govern-
ment response.
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24/03/2021WRJJJ01400Medical Internships

24/03/2021WRJJJ015001356. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health if consideration is being 
given to the development of allowances to support radiography students through their place-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14041/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive an 
allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course and there are no plans to 
change this.  

I can confirm that in 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month contract 
following completion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the Health 
Service.   As their skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response and 
subject to the needs of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant 
radiographer role following successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement. 
The 3-month period commenced on 18 May 2020. 

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings.  Of this number, around a third 
are final year students.  The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. These students are not employees and in many cases 
the nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a 
learning capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

Student nurses and midwives undertaking unpaid supernumerary clinical placement as stu-
dents are currently in receipt of an allowance. Again, given the unique requirements of these 
training programmes attendance at many placement sites is required, some of which are at a 
distance to base training hospital and the current allowance is to contribute to the cost of alter-
native accommodation / travel.

24/03/2021WRJJJ01700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJJJ018001357. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if his Department or HIQA 
have examined the possibly introducing Ivermectin as a possible Covid-19 treatment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [14047/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that, at the re-
quest of the NPHET, the HIQA conducted a rapid evidence review to identify studies on the 
effectiveness of (i) pharmaceutical and (ii) non-pharmaceutical interventions, in the ambula-
tory setting, aimed at reducing progression to severe disease in individuals with confirmed or 
suspected COVID-19. This evidence review included a review of relevant studies in relation to 
Ivermectin.

Low certainty or very low certainty evidence was identified in relation to a small number of 
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interventions. However, the HIQA noted the low quality of the evidence available including the 
high risk of bias, small sample sizes and short durations of follow-up different trials and advised 
that results from these studies should not be used to inform decision-making with respect to 
effectiveness. 

The HIQA’s overall finding was that there is currently insufficient evidence of either ef-
fectiveness or safety to support the use of any pharmaceutical intervention in the community 
setting to reduce the risk of progression to severe disease in patients who have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 unless as part of an ongoing monitored clinical trial. Furthermore, no evidence 
was identified for the effectiveness or safety of any non-pharmaceutical intervention in the 
community setting.  

As confirmed by the HIQA’s COVID-19 Expert Advisory Group: (https://www.hiqa.ie/
sites/default/files/2021-02/Interventions-to-prevent-progression_Advice.pdf), evidence regard-
ing the effectiveness of pharmaceutical treatments intended for systemic use, must be subject 
to the highest standards of rigour. Where a pharmaceutical intervention is recommended in the 
absence of appropriate supportive evidence, there is a significant potential for harm to the pa-
tient. Whereas this risk of harm may be justified in certain circumstances (e.g. the intervention 
poses minimal risk, or the setting involves patients with high potential to gain due to almost 
certain risk of severe adverse consequences in absence of any intervention) this is less likely to 
be the case in the setting of mild disease, where a great number of otherwise well patients would 
potentially receive the intervention. 

The HIQA has also advised my Department that several international health technology 
assessment or guideline development organisations have specifically reviewed the evidence to 
date on ivermectin in COVID-19 and have cautioned or advised against the use of ivermectin 
outside the setting of clinical trials on the basis of the current evidence. The HIQA has also ad-
vised that the pharmaceutical company MSD (Merck, USA), which holds a license in the USA 
for the use of ivermectin as an antiparasitic agent, on 4th February 2021 published a statement 
including the following: 

“It is important to note that, to-date, our analysis has identified: 

- No scientific basis for a potential therapeutic effect against COVID-19 from pre-clinical 
studies; 

- No meaningful evidence for clinical activity or clinical efficacy in patients with COV-
ID-19 disease, and;

- A concerning lack of safety data in the majority of studies. 

We do not believe that the data available support the safety and efficacy of ivermectin be-
yond the doses and populations indicated in the regulatory agency-approved prescribing infor-
mation.” 

I trust that the above information satisfactorily addresses your question.

24/03/2021WRJJJ02000Medical Internships

24/03/2021WRJJJ021001358. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to issues in relation to students radiographers (details supplied); his plans to standardise allow-
ances, placement grants and payment for work carried out; if he will meet with representatives 
of the group to discuss the challenges being faced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[14048/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive an 
allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course and there are no plans to 
change this.  

I can confirm that in 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month contract 
following completion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the Health 
Service.   As their skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response and 
subject to the needs of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant 
radiographer role following successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement. 
The 3-month period commenced on 18 May 2020.

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings.  Of this number, around a third 
are final year students.  The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. These students are not employees and in many cases 
the nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a 
learning capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

Student nurses and midwives undertaking unpaid supernumerary clinical placement as stu-
dents are currently in receipt of an allowance. Again, given the unique requirements of these 
training programmes attendance at many placement sites is required, some of which are at a 
distance to base training hospital and the current allowance is to contribute to the cost of alter-
native accommodation / travel.

24/03/2021WRJJJ02300Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRJJJ024001359. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is prepared to take 
to rectify a matter in relation to non-consultant hospital doctors (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14049/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): NCHDs access two employment per-
mit types, the Critical Skills Employment Permit (CSEP) and the General Employment Per-
mit (GEP). A General Employment Permit is typically granted for NCHDs, as an offer of em-
ployment for two years is not required. A Critical Skills Permit may be granted to an NCHD 
where an employer is offering employment for two years. Either permit can now be issued 
on a multi-site basis if required, subject to relevant conditions attached to both permits being 
met. Critical Skills Employment Permits are already available to other healthcare profession-
als such as nurses and this change brings NCHDs in line with these staff categories. In 2020, 
the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment granted 169 Critical Skills Employment 
Permit issued to Doctors.

So far in 2021, the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment  has granted 25 Criti-
cal Skills Employment Permits to Doctors.  The HSE would anticipate that this number is likely 
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to increase as the vast majority of doctors’ employment permits commence from the month of 
July.

Employment permits are now facilitated on a multi-site basis for all NCHDs where this is 
applied for by employers. This means that where an NCHD rotates between employers they 
may be granted one employment permit for a defined period and this single permit will cover 
all of their rotations.

24/03/2021WRJJJ02600Covid-19 Tests

24/03/2021WRJJJ027001360. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if he has taken steps to review 
and recommend antigen testing to screen test pupils in schools (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14050/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has deployed ADTs for use in 
specific indications in the acute hospital setting, and as part of the response to outbreaks in the 
community setting in symptomatic vulnerable populations and their close contacts, supported 
by appropriate clinical governance and operational arrangements. This includes updating the 
case definition for SARS-CoV-2 to accept notification of positive results from ADTs undertak-
en in the public health system and reporting of such cases to the COVID Care tracker and to the 
Computerised Infectious Disease Reporting (CIDR) information system developed to manage 
the surveillance and control of infectious diseases in Ireland.  

Considerable work has been undertaken to date to evaluate the use of ADTS in an Irish 
context and this will continue on an ongoing basis due to the role they can have in the national 
testing strategy. In particular, further setting-specific ADT validation work continues to be un-
dertaken by the HSE. Antigen testing will not, however, replace the requirement for large scale 
PCR testing which remains the gold standard for community testing. 

I have also set up a group, chaired by the government’s chief scientific adviser, Professor 
Mark Ferguson, to examine the use of rapid tests in the community, and I will be considering 
the recommendations of this group. 

On an ongoing basis, NPHET considers and reviews, based on public health risk assess-
ments, how best to target testing to detect, and mitigate the impact of, the virus across the popu-
lation. This includes keeping Ireland’s national testing policy under continuing review.

24/03/2021WRJJJ02900Hospital Data

24/03/2021WRJJJ030001361. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the healthcare staff-to-patient 
ratio at Drogheda Hospital; the recommended healthcare staff-to-patient ratio for the hospital; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14051/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRJJJ03200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJJJ033001362. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if volunteers working with com-
munity programmes such as meals on wheels will be considered for prioritisation in the Co-



Questions - Written Answers

770

vid-19 vaccination roll-out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14052/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRJJJ03500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJJJ036001363. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the position of approved 
driving instructors and driver testers on the current vaccination priority list; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14059/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ037001451. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the NPHET 
advice for approved driving instructors; and if approved driving instructors are being consid-
ered in the same category as Road Safety Authority testers for the vaccine roll-out. [14275/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1363 
and 1451 together.

On the 23rd of February 2021, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Al-
location Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 



24 March 2021

771

underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRJJJ03900Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRJJJ040001364. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if third-party campaigning groups 
lobbied him or his Department to establish telemedicine abortions; if so, the organisations; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14061/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As part of the Government’s ongoing 
efforts to protect public health and limit the spread of COVID-19, the Department of Health and 
the HSE worked together to put new arrangements in place to temporarily allow termination of 
pregnancy services in early pregnancy to be provided remotely.

For the duration of the COVID-19 public health emergency, where the need for social dis-
tancing, reducing personal contacts and reducing the burden on medical practitioners are para-
mount, it will be possible for a woman to access a termination under section 12 of the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (i.e. before 12 weeks) from her medical 
practitioner by telephone or video conference consultation. 

The arrangement enabling remote consultation will be reviewed once the public health 
emergency is declared over. There is regular ongoing engagement between the Department of 
Health and the HSE to monitor service provision, facilitate the smooth-running of the service 
and resolve any issues that may arise.   

I can confirm that representations have been received in my Department from a range of 
organisations and individuals over the last year both in support of, and advocating against, the 
remote provision of termination of pregnancy services.

24/03/2021WRJJJ04200Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRJJJ043001365. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the total and individual amounts 
paid to third-party organisations to provide training and ongoing support for doctors and health-
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care workers providing termination of pregnancy services; the relevant organisations in this 
regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14062/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy’s question relates to a 
service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive 
for a direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRJJJ04500Departmental Contracts

24/03/2021WRJJJ046001366. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 818 of 3 March 2021, the details of contracts of €25,000 or more that have been 
awarded by bodies under the aegis of his Department (details supplied) that were found to be 
non-compliant with procurement guidelines in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 
2021; the value and nature of the contract work carried out in each case; the year of each con-
tract in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14065/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Bodies under the aegis of my Depart-
ment are required to adhere to public procurement policy and procedures as set out in line with 
the Code of Practice for Governance of State Bodies and the Office of Government Procure-
ment.

In relation to contracts that were found to be non-compliant with procurement guidelines for 
the indicated years, the table attached outlines the value, nature of the contract work carried out 
in each case for the relevant body that have reported non-compliance. All other bodies under the 
aegis of my Department have advised no findings of non-compliance for the period in question. 
The HSE will respond directly to the Deputy.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1366-24-03-21_en.docx”>Table</a>]

24/03/2021WRJJJ04800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJJJ049001367. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health when his Department will 
revise the guidelines on visits to nursing homes in view of the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14068/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ050001467. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health when social distanced visits to 
nursing homes will be resumed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14334/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ051001490. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when persons who have been 
vaccinated, for example, nurses will be able to visit elderly relatives in nursing homes in which 
the residents have also been vaccinated (details supplied). [14397/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ052001506. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Health the progress which the HSE 
is making in its process for considering the scope and application of long-term residential care 
visiting restrictions in the context of the framework of restrictive measures, the roll-out of the 
Covid-19 vaccine and the level of disease in the community as tasked by NPHET; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14489/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ053001706. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health his plans to reopen nursing 
homes for visits (details supplied); and if a framework is in place for same. [15178/21]
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24/03/2021WRJJJ05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1367, 1467, 1490, 1506 and 1706 together.

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a profound impact across society especially for older peo-
ple. It is recognised that the necessary public health protective measures, such as the need to 
reduce social contacts, can have adverse effects on social, psychological and emotional well-
being. The availability of vaccines brings great hope and will play a critical role in protecting 
the population, especially those most at risk such as older people, against COVID-19. The ad-
vanced stage of the vaccination rollout in nursing homes provides an opportunity for cautious 
incremental modification in some public health measures, including visiting measures.  

New visitation guidance was published on 12 March and came into effect on 22 March 2021. 
The new guidance incorporates early learning from the positive impact of the vaccine rollout 
nationally and internationally and will provide enhanced opportunity for visiting in nursing 
homes across all levels of the Government’s Plan “COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 
- The Path Ahead”. 

While the guidance in place had provided for visiting on critical and compassionate grounds 
this new guidance now expands the scope of visiting on general compassionate grounds as well 
as further refining the guidance across levels 1 to 5, which now provides at Levels 3, 4 and 5, 
subject to risk assessment and no open outbreak, that residents may be facilitated to receive:

- Two visits per week, where 8 out of 10 of every resident and healthcare worker in the 
nursing home has completed their vaccination schedule. 

The guidance re-emphasises specific critical and compassionate circumstances such as end 
of life on which additional visiting can be facilitated. It further notes that the duration of visiting 
on critical and compassionate grounds should be as flexible as possible subject to the ability of 
the nursing home to manage the visiting safely. At all times vigilance on the general infection 
prevention measures must be maintained. The guidance will be kept under continuing review 
as new evidence and data emerges.  

It is important to note that nursing home providers are ultimately responsible for the safe 
care of their residents. Under Regulation 11 of the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Resi-
dents in Designated Centres for Older People) Regulations 2013 it is the legal responsibility of 
each registered provider to make arrangements for a resident to receive visitors, having regard 
to any risks that may present for the resident or other residents. Public health guidance has been 
developed in order to assist and support providers in this regard. 

I have written to all nursing home providers, through HIQA’s communication portal, to em-
phasise the need for all providers to follow the revised guidance on visitation. I have also met 
with HIQA on this matter to stress the importance of implementation of the guidance. The adop-
tion of a holistic and person-centred approach, noting the key role that visiting, social connec-
tions and communication with family and friends has in the context of residents’ overall health 
and wellbeing must be sustained. I expect every effort to be made to ensure visits are facilitated 
to the greatest extent possible, in line with the revised guidance and public health advice. Pro-
viders are also encouraged to frequently communicate with residents and families on the matter 
of visiting and to respond to phone calls by family members, in so far as is practicable, given 
the constraints on staff.

24/03/2021WRJJJ05500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJJJ056001368. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health the way in which the Co-



Questions - Written Answers

774

vid-19 vaccine will be administered to persons in the highly vulnerable and high risk cohort in 
view of the communications to general practitioner practices recently detailing that the HSE 
would be taking responsibility for the administration of the vaccine to that cohort; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14069/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRJJJ05800Ministerial Meetings

24/03/2021WRJJJ059001369. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the out-
come of his meeting with a person (details supplied) on 18 December 2020 in which the fund-
ing of medication was raised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14070/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will understand, I will 
not comment on any private meetings. 

24/03/2021WRJJJ06100Medicinal Products

24/03/2021WRJJJ062001370. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the measures being put in 
place to allow patients using medication from a company (details supplied) the same secu-
rity following his announcement that medication under the compassionate access programme 
will in future be funded at source for patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14071/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am very sympathetic to such cases. I 
have asked my officials to see whether we can fund this at source. I do not yet know whether 
this is possible.   

I would refer the Deputy to Section 10B of the Health Act 2004 (as inserted by section 6 
of the Health Service Executive (Governance) Act 2013), under which the Minister for Health 
may not give a direction to the Executive in the manner as sought by the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRJJJ06400Medicinal Products

24/03/2021WRJJJ065001371. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will direct that measures 
be put in place that patients using a medication from a company (details supplied) are funded at 
source in the same way as patients prescribed medical cannabis under the compassionate access 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14072/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am very sympathetic to such cases. I 
have asked my officials to see whether we can fund this at source. I do not yet know whether 
this is possible. 

I would refer the Deputy to Section 10B of the Health Act 2004 (as inserted by section 6 
of the Health Service Executive (Governance) Act 2013), under which the Minister for Health 
may not give a direction to the Executive in the manner as sought by the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRJJJ06700Births Data
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24/03/2021WRJJJ068001372. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of births that were 
by caesarean section in each hospital in each of the past five years, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14075/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRJJJ07000Births Data

24/03/2021WRJJJ071001373. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if there are hospitals which have a 
significantly higher rate of caesarean section deliveries than the national average; and if so, the 
steps the HSE or HIQA are conducting to ascertain the reason for this. [14076/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRJJJ07300Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRJJJ074001374. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on structural, 
capital and administrative areas relating to the roll-out of termination of pregnancy services; 
and the breakdown for each area. [14077/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ07500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRJJJ07600Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRJJJ077001375. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to healthcare 
professionals in hospital settings in 2019 and 2020 for providing termination of pregnancy 
services; the amount paid to doctors in general practitioner community settings for the same 
service during the same period by year and category; and the breakdown of the payments by 
region, for example, the greater Dublin area, the rest of Leinster, Connacht, Ulster and Munster. 
[14078/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ07800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy’s question relates to a 
service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive 
for a direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRJJJ07900Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRJJJ080001376. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 651 of 3 February 2021, if further details will be provided to the HSE reply on the 
issue of post-abortion counselling, including a breakdown on the way the €1.8 million for 
post-abortion counselling was spent; the number of counsellors paid for providing this service; 
the third-party groups involved; and the training course and programme that is followed when 
providing post-abortion counselling. [14079/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ08100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy’s question relates to a 
service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive 
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for a direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRJJJ08200Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRJJJ083001377. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 651 of 3 February 2021, if further clarity will be provided in relation to figures (details 
supplied), if the two figures represent the amount spent on the provision of services during 
2018, 2019 and 2020 under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; and 
the amount for this three-year period by the way the funds were spent. [14080/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJ08400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy’s question relates to a 
service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive 
for a direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRKKK00200Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRKKK003001378. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the details of plans to work 
through the backlog of cancer diagnostics work that has been on hold due to Covid-19; the 
amount of additional resourcing dedicated to this area in budget 2021; and the exact processes 
that have restarted in terms of procedures used to diagnose cancer. [14083/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Action Plan on Covid-19 
identified the continued provision of cancer care as a priority. Cancer services continue to oper-
ate in line with guidance issued by the National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP). 

The principles underpinning cancer care delivery during the pandemic remain key to ef-
forts to mitigate the impact on services. These include the continuation of diagnostic services, 
particularly patients referred to Rapid Access Clinics (RACs) for breast, lung and prostate can-
cers. Hospitals have indicated that patients are being triaged in advance of their appointments, 
including through utilisation of virtual/telephone clinics where appropriate. 

The total number of patients seen across all RACs in 2020 (44,233) amounted to 88% of the 
2019 figure (50,249).  Considering the huge impact that Covid had on attendances in March/
April 2020, this represents a significant recovery. Also, GP e-referrals to RACs for weeks 2-10 
this year stand at111% of the activity in the corresponding weeks in 2020.

The NCCP’s work with RACs continues, with a focus on ensuring that patient numbers do 
not fall off due to concerns about attending clinics in hospitals. The NCCP is also emphasising 
the importance of diagnosing cancers other than breast, lung and prostate (covered by RACs), 
and has emphasised to hospital CEOs the importance of maintaining access to diagnostic imag-
ing and biopsy services.

Funding of €12m has been allocated specifically for the restoration of cancer services in the 
context of Covid-19. This funding will provide support packages to hospitals to address back-
logs, extend clinic times, provide additional clinics, increase diagnostic capacity and provide 
locum/temporary support. It will also support virtual clinics and more accurate triage, and fa-
cilitate infrastructure and minor equipment purchases to increase capacity across Rapid Access 
Clinics and medical oncology, radiation oncology and surgical oncology services. 

Also, as part of Budget 2021, an extra €20m has been allocated for the continued imple-
mentation of the National Cancer Strategy this year. This funding will facilitate developments 
across prevention, diagnosis, treatment and patient supports. 
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24/03/2021WRKKK00500Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRKKK006001379. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health when retail workers and super-
market workers will be vaccinated; if they will be considered as part of the key worker cat-
egory; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14084/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRKKK00800Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRKKK009001380. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if the HSE plans to cut in half the 
number of positions for newly qualified doctors in University of Limerick with the hospital set 
to lose 44 of its current 89 intern doctors in July 2021; his views on this proposal by the HSE; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14089/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
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completion of an internship. 

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately. 

24/03/2021WRKKK01100Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRKKK012001381. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the measures that are being put in 
place for the healthcare of transgender young persons in Ireland with the exit of the UK-based 
Tavistock clinic from Crumlin children’s hospital; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14093/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK013001382. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health when the multidisciplinary team 
will be in place as per the HSE final report of the steering committee on the development of 
HSE transgender identity services, February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14094/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK014001383. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the resources that have been 
made available in order that the HSE service development model of care is implemented and 
accessible to support transgender young persons to include the provision of appropriate mental 
health services at primary and specialist services in line with objective 13 of the LGBTI+ na-
tional youth strategy to improve the physical and mental health of transgender young persons; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14095/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK015001384. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if a policy has been developed 
to ensure all health programmes take account of young persons who have transitioned, such as 
immunisation programmes, HPV in line with WPATH or other appropriate professional trans-
gender health guidelines, in line with Objective 13 of the LGBTI+ national youth strategy to 
improve the physical and mental health of transgender young persons; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14096/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK016001385. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if clear guidelines have been 
furnished to health practitioners on referral pathways for transgender young persons and their 
families to specialised services in line with objective 13 of the LGBTI+ national youth strategy 
to improve the physical and mental health of transgender young persons; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14097/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK017001386. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the work that has been under-
taken with parents and young people seeking to access healthcare outside the State under the 
provisions of the cross-border directive and treatment abroad scheme to ensure the available 
options for access to care are communicated effectively, in line with objective 13 of the LG-
BTI+ national youth strategy to improve the physical and mental health of transgender young 
persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14098/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK018001387. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the additional specialised staff 
who have been recruited in this area including endocrinologists, social workers, speech and 
language therapists, senior psychologists, clinical nurse specialists and administrative support 
officers, in line with action 19.1 of the national LGBTI+ inclusion strategy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14099/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK019001388. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the steps that have been taken to 
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develop transgender health services for children and adults with a clear transition pathway from 
child to adult services, in line with action 19.2 of the national LGBTI+ inclusion strategy; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14100/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1381 to 1388, inclusive, together.

As this is a service matter, it has been referred to the Health Service Executive for direct 
reply to the Deputy. 

24/03/2021WRKKK02800Residential Institutions

24/03/2021WRKKK029001389. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for periods (details supplied) for access to residential rehabilitation or detoxification treatment 
from March 2019 to date. [14107/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK030001458. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the average wait time, by 
facilities, for residential rehabilitation or detoxification treatment in March 2020 and 2021, in 
tabular form. [14284/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1389 and 1458 together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRKKK03200Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRKKK033001390. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the planned reopening date for 
Southdoc Blackpool, County Cork. [14108/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRKKK03500Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRKKK036001391. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of out-of-hours 
doctors facilities closed in Dublin, Limerick or Galway from March 2020 to date; and the date 
for reopening of same. [14109/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRKKK03800HSE Staff

24/03/2021WRKKK039001392. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if the clinical lead appointed to 
the HSE dual diagnosis programme has commenced in the role. [14110/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 



Questions - Written Answers

780

as possible.

24/03/2021WRKKK04100National Drugs Strategy

24/03/2021WRKKK042001393. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of the investigation 
by the Minister for State with responsibility for the national drugs strategy into the possibility 
of abolishing assessment fees for rehabilitation treatment. [14111/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Under the 
Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or ar-
range to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. This includes the provi-
sion of addiction services. 

In the HSE national service plan 2021, additional resources are provided for the provision 
of residential treatment programmes. 

Treatment episodes purchased by the HSE include the full continuum of service and are 
free of charge. The HSE has advised that Tier 4 services generally waive or reduce the fee if a 
service user finds it difficult financially.

An assessment fee is charged by some service providers to cover service costs in conduct-
ing the assessment. However, not all clients are offered a treatment place as they may not be 
suitable for treatment.

The HSE has suggested that rather than addiction assessment fees being abolished, they could 
be applied based on an individual’s ability to pay basis, and necessary adjustments made de-
pending on financial circumstances. 

It is  important that the views of organisations who charge fees are also taken into consider-
ation. Accordingly, officials in the Department of Health will consult with voluntary drug and 
alcohol service providers on this matter in the coming weeks.   

I am of the view that no person should be denied access to drug and alcohol services because 
of financial factors. 

24/03/2021WRKKK04400Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRKKK045001394. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if vaccinations will be com-
pleted in each cohort before moving on to the next excluding the cohort of over-75s given 
the clinical decision that such persons cannot receive a particular vaccine (details supplied). 
[14116/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRKKK04700Cannabis for Medicinal Use

24/03/2021WRKKK048001395. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if he has continued conversa-
tion with a person (details supplied); and the status of the inclusion of the products of a com-
pany in the medical cannabis access programme. [14117/21]
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24/03/2021WRKKK04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department does not comment on 
individual cases. 

A prospective supplier of cannabis-based products can apply to the Health Products Regula-
tory Authority (HPRA), on behalf of the Minister, to have a cannabis-based product considered 
for inclusion in the Medicinal Cannabis Access Programme.  

Cannabis-based products that can be used in the Medicinal Cannabis Access Programme are 
defined as ‘specified controlled drugs’ in legislation (SI 262/2019) and the definition outlines 
the specific requirements for those products.

The criteria that cannabis-based products must meet in order to be considered by the Min-
ister for inclusion on the schedule are set out in the legislation and can be found in the operator 
guidance issued by the HPRA.

The manufacturers of the prescribed cannabis-based products availed of by patients (whose 
clinicians are licenced under the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977-2016) from a pharmacy in the Neth-
erlands have not sought to have their products included in the Medicinal Cannabis Access Pro-
gramme.

Due to current Netherlands government policy, the prescribed cannabis-based oil formula-
tions are not  permitted to be commercially exported from the Netherlands but are only supplied 
in the Netherlands to Irish patients on an individual basis on foot of a valid medical prescription 
when presented to the appropriate pharmacy. 

Representations were made to the Dutch authorities to facilitate the export of the products to 
Ireland. The Dutch authorities confirmed that the export of cannabis oils to foreign pharmacies 
or wholesalers is not permitted and that magistral preparations may only be provided directly to 
patients or their representative on the basis of a prescription.

In April 2020, as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic the Department initiated a collection 
and delivery process of cannabis-based products form the Netherlands to patients homes for 
patients of clinicians licenced under Section 14 of the Misuse of Drugs Acts to prescribe con-
trolled substances to their patients and this was confirmed as a permanent measure in December 
2020.

On commencement of the access programme clinicians and their patients can continue to 
avail of the licence pursuant to the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977-2016. 

24/03/2021WRKKK05000Hospital Admissions

24/03/2021WRKKK051001396. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that Tevere Day Hospital, County Limerick, is seeing no new patients except for 
emergencies and no review patients in addition to cancelling occupational therapy, social work, 
phlebotomy and psychology services; his views on the situation; the steps he will take to rectify 
the situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14120/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRKKK05300Dental Services 
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24/03/2021WRKKK054001397. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists in 
County Tipperary participating in the dental medical card scheme; and his plans to address the 
number of dentists leaving the scheme, which has left medical card patients in many areas with 
no access to dental treatment. [14122/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental care, free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These 
services are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE. I 
have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible regarding the number 
of dentists in Co Tipperary participating in the Scheme.  

I met with representatives of the dental profession towards the end of last year when I had 
an opportunity to hear first-hand the challenges which they face under Covid, and the enormous 
efforts of their members in continuing to provide services in the current environment. I accept 
that the profession has concerns about the current contract, which dates back to the nineties, and 
that one of those concerns relates to the fee structure under the DTSS.

I want to ensure the sustainability and viability of that contract and that all eligible persons 
can continue to receive the services that they deserve from their local dentists.  In that respect, 
I have asked my officials and the HSE to bring forward proposals to address the immediate 
concerns of the dental community.  In the longer term, my commitment to the profession and to 
the public is for a fundamental review of the contract, in keeping with Smile agus Sláinte, the 
National Oral Health Policy.

24/03/2021WRKKK05600Dental Services 

24/03/2021WRKKK057001398. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the in-
flated running costs for dental practices, which are a significant factor in forcing many dentists 
out of the medical card scheme. [14123/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK058001399. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health his plans to review the dental 
medical card scheme in the lifetime of the Thirty-third Dáil. [14124/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK059001555. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that, due to a perceived inadequate dental medical card scheme, dentists are leaving 
the scheme and are refusing to take on additional patents under the scheme; when a review of 
the scheme will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14638/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK060001600. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when there was last an in-
crease in the fees paid to dentists holding contracts under the dental treatment services scheme; 
and if the fee cuts introduced under FEMPI will be reversed in a manner comparable to that 
which applied for doctors treating medical card patients. [14812/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK061001892. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if discussions are ongoing with 
stakeholders from the independent dental sector to address concerns regarding accepting medi-
cal card patients for dental treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15824/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1398, 
1399, 1555, 1600 and 1892 together.

The Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS) provides dental care, free of charge to med-
ical card holders aged 16 and over. These services are provided by independent dental practitio-
ners who have a contract with the HSE. 
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I met with representatives of the dental profession towards the end of last year when I had 
an opportunity to hear first-hand the challenges which they face under Covid, and the enormous 
efforts of their members in continuing to provide services in the current environment.  I accept 
that the profession has concerns about the current contract, which dates back to the nineties, and 
that one of those concerns relates to the fee structure under the DTSS.

I want to ensure the sustainability and viability of that contract and that all eligible persons 
can continue to receive the services that they deserve from their local dentists.  My commitment 
to the profession and to the public is for a fundamental review of the contract, in keeping with 
Smile agus Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy.

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused the roll-out of that Policy to be delayed and the pro-
posed contract review to be deferred.  I have, however, asked my officials and the HSE to bring 
forward proposals to address the immediate concerns of the dental community and to ensure 
that eligible persons continue to have access to vital dental services.

24/03/2021WRKKK06400Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRKKK065001400. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if retail staff in health stores who 
provide health advice to customers on a personal basis and have remained open throughout the 
pandemic will be considered essential workers under the vaccination schedule; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14125/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
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contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRKKK06700Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRKKK068001401. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if Covid-19 vaccination priority 
strategy level 2 includes members of the dental team; the measures implemented to ensure that 
all patient-facing workers in dental practices have been vaccinated; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14130/21]

24/03/2021WRKKK06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/ 

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles are being vaccinated in 
Cohort 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs, 
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Cohort 6. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune. 

As the second part of the question is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRKKK07000Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRKKK071001402. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the number of personnel from 
dental practices who have received their first and second vaccination for Covid-19 as of 9 
March 2021, by county, in tabular form; the estimated number, by each county, who have yet to 
receive a vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14131/21]
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24/03/2021WRKKK07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRLLL00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRLLL003001403. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details 
on lasting service improvements particularly with regard to recruitment, retention and waiting 
lists resulting from the CAMHS enhancement project across teams served and each discipline 
in CHO4 since it commenced in 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14132/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is as ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRLLL00500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRLLL006001404. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health if he has considered making 
NPHET meetings public given his views that it is imperative that there is a full and accurate 
account of each meeting; if so, when this will be implemented; if not, the statutory reason for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14133/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET) is the mechanism for coordinating the health sector response to significant 
public health emergencies. It facilitates the sharing of information between the Department of 
Health and its agencies. It is a long-standing structure, which has been utilised over many years 
to provide a forum to steer strategic approaches to public health emergencies in Ireland and 
mobilise the necessary health service responses.

Recommendations and updates from National Public Health Emergency Teams are commu-
nicated to the relevant parties to inform policy and operational approaches, depending on the 
nature of the emergency. Key to this is the role of the Minister for Health, who receives recom-
mendations and updates for consideration in terms of health policy and further consideration, if 
needed, for a wider cross-Government approach. This public health approach is in line with the 
advice of the World Health Organisation (WHO).

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) for COVID-19 provides guidance, 
support, and expert advice on the development and implementation of a strategy to manage 
COVID-19 in Ireland. It advises Government on the public health aspects of what is a cross-
Government response to COVID-19.

The NPHET is committed to transparency in how it conducts its business. Directly follow-
ing each meeting, the recommendations of the NPHET are communicated by letter to the Min-
ister for Health for consideration, and these recommendations are used to assist Government in 
informing its decisions in responding to the public health emergency. 

The relevant actions and decisions arising from NPHET meetings are also communicated to 
the HSE CEO by letter, as required.

Actions and recommendations arising from the NPHET meetings are communicated public-
ly and are announced through press releases. In addition, the Department of Health and NPHET 
Members provide regular media briefings to this end. Planned briefings are now scheduled 
twice weekly. There is also a dedicated webpage on the Department of Health website, where 
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agendas and minutes of previous meetings are published as soon as practicable, once approved 
by the NPHET:

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/691330-national-public-health-emergency-team-covid-
19-coronavirus/

The Deputy is advised that as NPHET meetings involve discussions relating to the delibera-
tive process of the Department of Health (including opinions, advice, recommendations, and 
the results of consultations), public broadcast thereof is not facilitated. However, as detailed 
above, the NPHET and the Minister for Health ensure the greatest possible level of transpar-
ency around NPHET meetings through the publication of the NPHET’s recommendations, let-
ters, and minutes, as well as via the Department’s communications work. 

24/03/2021WRLLL00800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRLLL009001405. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health if he has considered broadcasting 
NPHET meetings (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14135/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET) is the mechanism for coordinating the health sector response to significant 
public health emergencies. It facilitates the sharing of information between the Department of 
Health and its agencies. It is a long-standing structure, which has been utilised over many years 
to provide a forum to steer strategic approaches to public health emergencies in Ireland and 
mobilise the necessary health service responses.

Recommendations and updates from National Public Health Emergency Teams are commu-
nicated to the relevant parties to inform policy and operational approaches, depending on the 
nature of the emergency. Key to this is the role of the Minister for Health, who receives recom-
mendations and updates for consideration in terms of health policy and further consideration, if 
needed, for a wider cross-Government approach. This public health approach is in line with the 
advice of the World Health Organisation (WHO).

The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) for COVID-19 provides guidance, 
support, and expert advice on the development and implementation of a strategy to manage 
COVID-19 in Ireland. It advises Government on the public health aspects of what is a cross-
Government response to COVID-19.

The NPHET is committed to transparency in how it conducts its business. Directly follow-
ing each meeting, the recommendations of the NPHET are communicated by letter to the Min-
ister for Health for consideration, and these recommendations are used to assist Government in 
informing its decisions in responding to the public health emergency.

The relevant actions and decisions arising from NPHET meetings are also communicated to 
the HSE CEO by letter, as required.

Actions and recommendations arising from the NPHET meetings are communicated public-
ly and are announced through press releases. In addition, the Department of Health and NPHET 
Members provide regular media briefings to this end. Planned briefings are now scheduled 
twice weekly. There is also a dedicated webpage on the Department of Health website, where 
agendas and minutes of previous meetings are published as soon as practicable, once approved 
by the NPHET:

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/691330-national-public-health-emergency-team-covid-
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19-coronavirus/

The Deputy is advised that as NPHET meetings involve discussions relating to the delibera-
tive process of the Department of Health (including opinions, advice, recommendations, and 
the results of consultations), public broadcast thereof is not facilitated. However, as detailed 
above, the NPHET and the Minister for Health ensure the greatest possible level of transpar-
ency around NPHET meetings through the publication of the NPHET’s recommendations, let-
ters, and minutes, as well as via the Department’s communications work.

24/03/2021WRLLL01100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRLLL012001406. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health if the details of NPHET’s sec-
retariat minute-taking process will be provided, specifically the procedural steps in line with 
best practice in order to ensure factual accuracy and representation of discussions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14136/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 NPHET is supported 
by a dedicated Secretariat that works diligently to prepare high-quality minutes for publication 
as quickly as practicable.

Given the significance of NPHET meetings and the importance of its work in the context 
of the State’s ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is imperative that a full and ac-
curate account of each NPHET meeting is maintained. NPHET agendas cover a wide range of 
very complex and technical public health issues and NPHET discussions are by their nature, 
lengthy, fast-paced, and multifaceted. 

To ensure factual accuracy and representation of discussions, the NPHET Secretariat’s min-
ute-taking process involves a number of procedural steps in line with best practice, as follows:

- Sections of the minutes are drafted by members of the Secretariat team.

- The draft minutes are reviewed internally.

- The draft minutes are circulated to the NPHET Members in advance of the NPHET meet-
ing. Members are invited to provide their observations on same.

- Observations received from the NPHET Members are incorporated into the minutes. 

- A final ‘for adoption’ version of the minutes is then circulated to the Members for their 
final review. 

- At the NPHET meeting, the Chair invites the Members to endorse the minutes. Further 
observations may be received at this stage. 

- Following endorsement, the minutes are published on the Department of Health website. 

As illustrated above, the minute drafting process takes time and cannot be dispensed with in 
the interest of ensuring quality and accuracy. NPHET Members must be afforded the opportu-
nity to correct any errors in the minutes before their adoption. 

The Deputy may wish to note the NPHET minutes are published up to 18th February 2021 
at the address below. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/691330-national-public-health-emergency-team-covid-
19-coronavirus/
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24/03/2021WRLLL01400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRLLL015001407. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health if he has considered providing 
additional resources to the secretariat of NPHET given the drafting process of minute-taking 
takes time and cannot be dispensed with in the interest of ensuring quality and accuracy; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14137/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that the Depart-
ment of Health manages the allocation of its human resources/staff complement effectively, 
responding to staffing needs as they arise. The NPHET Secretariat is adequately resourced at 
present. NPHET meeting minutes are drafted promptly by the NPHET Secretariat, reviewed as 
appropriate, and published on the Department of Health website, following their endorsement 
by the NPHET Members.

24/03/2021WRLLL01700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRLLL018001408. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 733 of 3 March 2021, if further clarity will be provided in relation to the publishing of 
NPHET minutes; if a rolling schedule means that the minutes will be available weekly Monday 
to Friday; if not, if minutes will be released on Saturday and Sunday as is common for rolling 
schedules; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14138/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that NPHET 
minutes are published on the Department of Health website as soon as practicable, following 
their endorsement by the NPHET Members. The Secretariat aims to publish NPHET minutes 
during normal business hours, on a rolling basis, subject to their endorsement. 

The Deputy may wish to note the NPHET minutes are published up to 18th February 2021 
at the address below. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/691330-national-public-health-emergency-team-covid-
19-coronavirus/

24/03/2021WRLLL02000HSE Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRLLL021001409. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for 
children for speech and language therapy by CHO in tabular form; and the length of time each 
age group is waiting. [14144/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL022001411. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for 
children for occupational therapy by CHO in tabular form; and the length of time each age 
group is waiting. [14146/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL023001412. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for 
children for assessment of needs by CHO in tabular form; and the length of time each age group 
is waiting. [14147/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL024001418. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of in-person assess-
ments for children requiring speech and language therapy undertaken since January 2021, by 
CHO area in tabular form. [14153/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
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take Questions Nos. 1409, 1411, 1412 and 1418 together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRLLL02600HSE Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRLLL027001410. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for 
children for audiology therapy by CHO in tabular form; and the length of time each age group 
is waiting. [14145/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 1411 and 1412 answered with Question No. 1409.

24/03/2021WRLLL03100HSE Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRLLL032001413. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for children 
for ophthalmology assessment and intervention by CHO in tabular form; and the length of time 
each age group is waiting. [14148/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRLLL03400HSE Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRLLL035001414. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for children 
for dietetics assessment and intervention by CHO in tabular form; and the length of time each 
age group is waiting. [14149/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is as service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRLLL03700HSE Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRLLL038001415. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for children 
for psychology assessment and intervention by CHO in tabular form; and the length of time 
each age group is waiting. [14150/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is as ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRLLL04000HSE Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRLLL041001416. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for children 
for physiotherapy assessment and intervention by CHO in tabular form; and the length of time 
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each age group is waiting. [14151/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRLLL04300Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRLLL044001417. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and lan-
guage therapists that have been vaccinated by CHO in tabular form. [14152/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1418 answered with Question No. 1409.

24/03/2021WRLLL04700HSE Records

24/03/2021WRLLL048001419. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the process by which a person 
(detailed supplied) can obtain records. [14155/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRLLL05000HSE Staff

24/03/2021WRLLL051001420. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of persons em-
ployed on the MyOptions helpline; the process by which persons were recruited; the qualifica-
tions needed to work on the helpline; and the body and or group which provides the training. 
[14163/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL052001421. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of pregnant 
women the MyOptions helpline engaged with via webchat in 2019 and 2020; and the number 
that subsequently opted for an abortion following their webchat contact. [14164/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1420 
and 1421 together.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the Health Service Executive for a direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRLLL05500Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRLLL056001422. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of abortions that 
took place in 2019 after 20 weeks gestation under the Health (Regulation of Termination of 
Pregnancy) Act 2018. [14165/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, under sec-
tion 20 (1) of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a notification of 
each termination of pregnancy carried out under the legislation must be notified to the Minister 
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for Health within 28 days of it being carried out. 

The notifications are recorded on the form entitled “Health (Regulation of Termination 
of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (Notifications) Regulations 2018” (Statutory Instrument No. 597 of 
2018). The following information is included in the form:

- Medical Council registration number of the medical practitioner who carried out the ter-
mination of pregnancy;

- The section of the Act under which the termination was carried out, i.e., section 9, 10, 11 
or 12;

- Medical Council registration number(s) of the medical practitioner(s) who made the cer-
tification concerned;

- The county of residence, or place of residence (where the woman resides outside of the 
State) of the woman concerned;

- The date on which the termination of pregnancy was carried out.

No other information is notified to the Minister. 

All the information permitted to be published under the Act for terminations of pregnancy 
carried out in 2019 was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 30 June 2020 and subse-
quently published the same day in the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 
2018 - Annual Report on Notifications 2019. The Annual Report is available on the Department 
of Health’s website.

24/03/2021WRLLL05800Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRLLL059001423. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the current position of the 
Irish Coast Guard with regard to the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out; when this cohort can expect to 
receive the vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14167/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL060001483. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if the risk profile of Garda 
work has been evaluated in the context of vaccination priority; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14383/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL061001508. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if he has engaged with the 
HSE as to when front-line gardaí can expect to receive their Covid-19 vaccines; the timeline of 
the roll-out to this group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14496/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL062001509. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health when gardaí working on the 
front-line can expect to receive the Covid-19 vaccine; if they will receive the vaccine in their 
role as essential and key workers; the estimated timeframe for same; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14497/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL063001521. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the priority of members of An 
Garda Síochána on the vaccine roll-out; the criteria used to decide same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14537/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL064001538. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health his views on a statement by an 
association (details supplied). [14594/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL065001540. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to concerns 
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raised by a member of An Garda Síochána (details supplied) in respect of their current designa-
tion in the vaccine roll-out list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14599/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1423, 
1483, 1508, 1509, 1521, 1538 and 1540 together.

On the 23rd of February 2021, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Al-
location Strategy.  

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/  

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

  Question No. 1424 answered with Question No. 1345.

24/03/2021WRLLL06800Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRLLL069001425. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the management of the Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar are advis-
ing staff that have not been vaccinated for Covid-19 that they should not attend the reopened 
canteen in the hospital despite the fact that vaccine is not mandatory; his views on whether staff 
are being discriminated against; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14177/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRLLL07100General Practitioner Services
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24/03/2021WRLLL072001426. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if arrangements are in 
place for patients of a general practitioner that retires or is struck off (details supplied) to en-
sure continuity of care is provided; the role the HSE has in ensuring general practitioner cover; 
if medical card patients are treated differently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14182/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRLLL07400Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRLLL075001427. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Health the provisions for the vaccine 
roll-out in relation to high risk persons with Down’s syndrome that live at home with family 
members and are not accessing day services given concerns that they could possibly be over-
looked it is important that they are vaccinated under the revised prioritisation.  [14184/21]

24/03/2021WRLLL07600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

       Question No. 1428 answered with Question No. 1353.

24/03/2021WRMMM00300Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRMMM004001429. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with represen-
tatives of student radiographers (details supplied) to allow same to put forward a request for the 
development of standardised allowances, placement grants and payment for work carried out 
while on student placement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14187/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive 
an allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course.  There are no plans to 
change this.  

I can confirm that in 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month contract 
following completion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the Health 
Service.   As their skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response and 
subject to the needs of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant 
radiographer role following successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement. 
The 3-month period commenced on 18 May 2020.

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings.  Of this number, around a third 
are final year students.  The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. These students are not employees and in many cases 
the nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a 
learning capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
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take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

Student nurses and midwives undertaking unpaid supernumerary clinical placement as stu-
dents are currently in receipt of an allowance. Again, given the unique requirements of these 
training programmes attendance at many placement sites is required, some of which are at a 
distance to base training hospital and the current allowance is to contribute to the cost of alter-
native accommodation / travel.

Unfortunately, due to my busy schedule, I am not in a position to meet with representatives 
of student radiographers at this time.

24/03/2021WRMMM00600Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRMMM007001430. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health when persons in their 70s with 
chronic diseases, for example diabetes or COPD, and those in that age group recovering from 
lymphoma will be vaccinated; when their general practitioners will be informed of the plan for 
their vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14194/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The vaccination of those aged 70 and 
older (in the following order: 85 and older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74) began in February.

  Question No. 1431 answered with Question No. 1300.

24/03/2021WRMMM01000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRMMM011001432. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if persons transiting through 
an airport in a category 2 country, for example, Dubai International Airport in the UAE, will be 
required to quarantine in a hotel on their arrival; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14197/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The new Health (Amendment) Act 2021 
enacted on 7th March will now require any travellers who have been in or transited through 
‘designated states’ to undergo a 14 day mandatory quarantine in a designated facility, which can 
be reduced if a not-detected COVID test is taken after ten days. This would include passengers 
who have transited through the UAE in the 14-days prior to entry to Ireland. The current list of 
33 states designated by the Minister for Health and published on www.gov.ie/quarantine.

24/03/2021WRMMM01300Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRMMM014001433. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the areas in which he plans to 
utilise the €20 million additional funding for mental health services announced in February 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14198/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): In February, an 
Taoiseach announced that €10 million in funding will be made available to meet the increased 
demand for mental health supports. An additional allocation of €10 million was also allocated 
to the Covid Stability Fund for eligible organisations in the community and voluntary sector, 
to enable continuity of critical service delivery to vulnerable groups. This aspect is being pro-
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gressed by the Department of Rural and Community Development.

I have met with the Mental Health Unit and the Health & Wellbeing teams within the De-
partment to discuss and scope out various options, following the Government’s announcement 
of additional funding to be made available to meet the projected increase in demand for mental 
health supports arising from Covid-19.

24/03/2021WRMMM01600Health Services Expenditure

24/03/2021WRMMM017001434. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the cost of treating hyperten-
sion and high blood pressure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14200/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRMMM01900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRMMM020001435. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the cost of the operation of 
the State’s agreement with private hospitals which ran from the beginning of April to the end of 
June 2020; and the amount paid to each participating private hospital under the agreement for 
each of the three months in tabular form. [14206/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have re-
ferred this to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRMMM02200Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRMMM023001436. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if it will be ensured that a sup-
ply of the Covid-19 vaccine is ring-fenced for those over 80 years of age with underlying condi-
tions who are facing long-term hospital stays, for example, cancer patients; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14208/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRMMM02500Health Services Allowances

24/03/2021WRMMM026001437. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns 
raised by a person (details supplied) in respect of their network first payment which has been 
abruptly ended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14214/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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24/03/2021WRMMM02800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRMMM029001438. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the pay entitlement for a HSE 
worker who is out of work as a close contact of a positive Covid-19 case but whose work cannot 
be done remotely; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14217/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform prepared an FAQ document in relation to ‘working arrangements and leave associ-
ated with COVID-19’.  The contents of this document apply to all those employed in the Civil 
and Public Services, including all public health sector employees.

A copy of this document is available to view at this website, and section 3.1 sets out the 
position in relation to leave and pay for those who are absent from work due to Covid-19. 

The quick guide on Page 37 may be of particular interest (scenarios 7).

https://www.gov.ie/en/news/092fff-update-on-working-arrangements-and-leave-associat-
ed-with-covid-19-fo/

24/03/2021WRMMM03100Treatment Abroad Scheme

24/03/2021WRMMM032001439. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if cataract procedures under 
the Cross-Border Directive can continue under level 5 Covid-19 restrictions. [14218/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In the context of the Covid-19 Pandem-
ic, persons seeking to utilise the Cross Border Directive (CBD), should review and adhere to the 
public health guidance and restrictions in place at any point in time.  The current guidance, S.I. 
No. 701 of 2020 as amended, provides that a person may not leave his or her place of residence 
to go to an airport or port for the purpose of leaving the State without reasonable excuse. Such 
reasonable excuse includes to attend a medical or dental appointment, or accompany, to such 
an appointment, any other person residing with the person, or a vulnerable person, and to seek 
essential medical, health or dental assistance for the person, for any other person residing with 
the person, or for a vulnerable person.

24/03/2021WRMMM03400Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRMMM035001440. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the numbers of staff within each 
grade position within the Cavan and Monaghan hospital group that have received vaccinations 
for Covid-19 as of 9 March 2021; the number within each grade that have yet to be vaccinated 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14225/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRMMM03700Hospital Groups

24/03/2021WRMMM038001441. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the number of administrative and 
management staff at each grade in the Cavan and Monaghan hospital group; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14226/21]
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24/03/2021WRMMM03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRMMM04000Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRMMM041001442. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure each graduat-
ing doctor from the six Irish medical schools in 2021 is given the chance to stay and work in 
Ireland; the way in which he plans to retain the 16 newly qualified doctors currently working at 
Mayo University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14238/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately. 

24/03/2021WRMMM04300Ministerial Meetings

24/03/2021WRMMM044001443. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 295 of 18 February 2021, the number of in-person or virtual meetings he has had with 
persons who identified themselves as either women affected by the CervicalCheck scandal or 
family members of such women. [14243/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As indicated in my answer to PQ 295 
of 18 February 2021, I do not intend to provide information in respect of engagements with 
individuals or their families and will confine my response to details of formal engagements 
with representatives of the 221+ CervicalCheck Patient Support Group, whom I met virtually 
on three occasions: Wednesday, 2 September 2020, Friday, 23 October 2020 and Monday, 26 
October 2020. The Group’s representatives at these meetings included women impacted by the 
issues in respect of CervicalCheck and family members of women affected.   

However, without providing detail in respect of meetings other than the formal engagements 
referred to above, I can confirm that such meeting(s) with women affected by the issues in re-
spect of CervicalCheck and/or their family members have taken place.

24/03/2021WRMMM04525Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRMMM045501444. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he spoke to or engaged in 
correspondence with either the HSE, CervicalCheck, the Taoiseach or the Department of the 
Taoiseach about a matter regarding CervicalCheck raised in Dáil Éireann by this Deputy during 
Leaders Questions on 8 December 2020; and if he will provide detail regarding those engage-
ments or instances of correspondence..  [14244/21]
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Reply awaited from Department.

24/03/2021WRMMM04600Health Screening Programmes

24/03/2021WRMMM047001445. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the na-
tional cervical screening laboratory which was due to commence construction in January 2021; 
if delays in construction have been encountered; when the laboratory will open; if he plans to 
cease the outsourcing of CervicalCheck smears and slides to foreign laboratories when the new 
laboratory is opened; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14245/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRMMM04900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRMMM050001446. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the additional supports being 
considered for implementation in respect of nursing home staff, surviving residents and rela-
tives of residents who died from Covid-19 who will require psychological help after the trauma 
of the pandemic given the recent press release from HIQA in relation to same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14248/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRMMM05200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRMMM053001447. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a full list of the 
contracts entered into for the purchase of PPE and medical equipment as part of the Covid-19 
response in 2020; the amount spent; the contracting companies that the HSE bought the PPE 
through; if any of this PPE was unused; if so, if it is currently in storage; the amount being spent 
on storage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14254/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRMMM05500Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRMMM056001448. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health when persons with bullous em-
physema stage 3 can expect to be vaccinated against Covid-19; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14256/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM057001491. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the cohort a person with late-
stage bullous emphysema falls under within the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14401/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1448 
and 1491 together.
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On the 23rd of February 2021, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Al-
location Strategy.  

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

In relation to the categories of very high risk and high risk conditions, this list is not exhaus-
tive. It may also include people who have been classed as at very high risk, based on clinical 
judgement and an assessment of need. It is recommended that they discuss this with their treat-
ing physician who is in the best position to give you appropriate advice. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRMMM05900Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRMMM060001449. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the instruction that has issued 
to general practitioners and specialists as to which group decides the severity of disease for vac-
cination classification, given that some patients are being referred by general practitioners to 
specialists and from those specialists back again to general practitioners in the pursuit of such 
classification of severity and consequent vaccination placement; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14257/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRMMM06200Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRMMM063001450. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the reason a medical practice 
(details supplied) has not received a supply of Covid-19 vaccine despite ordering same; when 
it will receive such a supply; if the practice will receive sufficient supplies to vaccinate all the 
over 70 year old cohort and those on the medical priority list under that age with a first vaccine 
immediately; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14259/21]
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24/03/2021WRMMM06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1451 answered with Question No. 1363.

24/03/2021WRMMM06600General Practitioner Services

24/03/2021WRMMM067001452. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the percentage of the adult popula-
tion by county who are not registered with a general practitioner. [14276/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): General Practitioners are private con-
tractors. There is no prescribed ratio of GPs to patients and the State does not regulate the num-
ber of GPs that can set up in a town or community.  

The majority of GPs provide services on behalf of the HSE to people with medical cards and 
GP visit cards. As of 1 February, over 2.1 million people, or almost 43% of the population, now 
have access to free GP care and are registered with a GP. 

People who do not hold either a medical card or a GP visit card access GP services on a 
private basis. The State does not prescribe the number of private patients that may be registered 
with a GP; this is a matter for individual GP practices.  

Information on the percentage of the population who are not registered with a GP is not col-
lected by my Department or the HSE.

24/03/2021WRMMM06900Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRMMM070001453. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will address issues in the 
roll-out of vaccines to dental practice staff as a matter of urgency; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that employees in many practices signed up to the portal more than three weeks ago 
and have not had communication since (details supplied); and the actions being taken to ensure 
this cohort of front-line healthcare workers are vaccinated without further delay. [14277/21]

24/03/2021WRMMM07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRNNN00200National Drugs Strategy

24/03/2021WRNNN003001454. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the date for publication of the 
mid-term review of the national drugs strategy. [14280/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN004001455. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of the mid-term re-
view of the national drugs strategy. [14281/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1454 and 1455 together.

The national drug strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery, sets out government 
policy on drug and alcohol use for the period 2017 to 2025. The strategy provides an integrated 
public health approach to drug and alcohol use, focused on reducing the harms for individuals, 
families and communities and promoting rehabilitation and recovery.  The strategy is a dynamic 
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strategy, monitored through a national oversight structure and contains 50 actions which are to 
be delivered over the period 2017-2020. 

The Department has commenced a mid-term review of the 50 actions in the strategy, in 
consultation with stakeholders.  The review will provide an opportunity to reflect on progress in 
implementing the strategy from 2017 to 2020, progress achieved to-date under the action plan, 
any new issues that have arisen including the impact of Covid-19 and to consider the develop-
ment of new actions to address emerging needs and challenges.  It will also reflect commitments 
in the Programme for Government as part of a health-led approach to drug use and misuse and 
the EU drugs strategy 2021-2025.

An update on the progress on the review was provided at the National Oversight Committee 
(NOC) in March.  The final report of the review will be considered at the next NOC meeting in 
May. 

I am committed to working in partnership with all stakeholders to ensure that the actions in 
the national drugs strategy are relevant and appropriate to address the societal challenges aris-
ing from the use of drugs, especially for children and young people and for those at greatest 
risk of harm.

24/03/2021WRNNN00700National Drugs Strategy

24/03/2021WRNNN008001456. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the analysis 
of supports available to service users by the drug related intimidation training co-ordinator. 
[14282/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN009001457. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the analy-
sis of the prevalence of drug related intimidation as conducted under the DRIVE programme. 
[14283/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1456 and 1457 together.

Criminal activity and an active illicit drug market can create an intimidating and frightening 
environment for families and communities. The National Drug-Related Intimidation Reporting 
Programme, developed by the National Family Support Network and An Garda Siochana, pro-
vides a framework to allow reporting of an incident of intimidation to a nominated inspector. 
An action of the National Drugs Strategy is to strengthen the effectiveness of the Drug-Related 
Intimidation Reporting Programme.   

To support the work of An Garda Síochána in addressing drug-related violence and in-
timidation, the Department of Health is funding two initiatives to raise public awareness of the 
problem and to support victims, their families and their communities. 

One initiative led by the National Family Support Network is to employ a Drug Related 
Intimidation  Training Coordinator. The Training Coordinator was appointed in October 2020 
and has since commenced an initial mapping exercise to identify training needs relating to the 
Drug-Related Intimidation Reporting Programme. This analysis will be broadened to include 
non-addiction specific services after this initial mapping is completed. This will then be ap-
plied to further inform and enhance the previously developed training for professionals who are 
working with individuals who are experiencing drug-related intimidation.  

The other initiative led by the Drug and Alcohol Task Forces and the HSE is the Drug Re-
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lated Intimidation & Violence Project (DRIVE). The DRIVE project is developing an evidence 
informed Intervention model to support communities to respond to drug-related intimidation 
and violence.  

The model will include mechanisms for capturing prevalence; informed by work completed 
by the HRB and other evidenced sources. It is currently at the early development stage which 
will be followed by a staged implementation plan to accompany the articulated model. This 
will include: actions, roles/responsibilities, named lead agencies; and outcome measurement 
processes.  

I welcome the involvement and cooperation of statutory, voluntary and community organi-
sations in addressing drug-related violence and intimidation and I look forward to receiving 
reports on the two initiatives in due course.

  Question No. 1458 answered with Question No. 1389.

24/03/2021WRNNN01300Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRNNN014001459. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the spend on CAMHS in 
2020; and the proportion of the mental health budget that this represented. [14287/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRNNN01600Community Care

24/03/2021WRNNN017001460. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if the status will be reviewed 
of day centres for older persons and persons living with dementia (details supplied) given the 
majority of staff and clients have been or are about to be vaccinated; when a plan to reopen 
these centres will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14296/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRNNN01900Dental Services 

24/03/2021WRNNN020001461. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment 
for a child (details supplied); the position of the child on the orthodontist waiting list at Lough-
linstown Hospital, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14297/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRNNN02200Eating Disorders

24/03/2021WRNNN023001462. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the practical and financial 
supports provided by his Department to the organisations engaged in and promoting the Eating 
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Disorders Awareness Week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14298/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRNNN02500Health Services

24/03/2021WRNNN026001463. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the number of the 16 special-
ist hubs nationwide which were to be opened between 2018 and 2023 that are fully operational 
with specialist multidisciplinary teams of clinicians; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14299/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRNNN02800Nursing Homes Support Scheme

24/03/2021WRNNN029001464. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the way the valuation of prop-
erty is assessed in respect of the nursing home subvention scheme in cases in which the house in 
question was legally disposed of four years ago; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14302/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial 
support for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of 
their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme 
aims to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and 
that people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

In accordance with the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act 2009, a person’s income and 
assets (including transferred assets) are financially assessed in order to calculate his/her contri-
bution to care.   

The financial assessment is based on 80% of assessable income and 7.5% of the value of the 
applicant’s cash assets and property assets.  

In a situation where a person sold a property four years before applying for the scheme, the 
remaining proceeds of the sale will be assessed as cash assets as part of the person’s financial 
assessment. 

Where a person transferred a property four years prior to first making an application for 
the scheme, the estimated market value of the transferred property at date of transfer will be 
included in the financial assessment. 

A transferred asset is defined as an asset that was transferred for no consideration, for nomi-
nal consideration or for consideration which is less than 75% of its market value at the date of 
transfer.     

It is important to note that where a transferred asset qualifies as a person’s principal resi-
dence, this asset is included in the financial assessment for the first three years that the person 
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receives care services in a nursing home.   

In addition to the preceding points, it should be noted that the financial assessment of means 
under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is based on complex, primary legislation and there-
fore a number of individual considerations need to be taken into account for each application, 
depending on the applicant’s specific circumstances.

24/03/2021WRNNN03100Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRNNN032001465. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health his plans to renew the 
policy of offering all eligible Irish trained graduates newly qualified doctors an interim post in 
2021 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14303/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRNNN03400Drugs Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRNNN035001466. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if he plans to add cariban, xon-
vea and navalem to the approved drugs list under the drugs payment scheme; and the treatments 
available under the drugs payment scheme to treat hyperemesis gravidarum. [14304/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1467 answered with Question No. 1367.

24/03/2021WRNNN03800Domestic Violence Services

24/03/2021WRNNN039001468. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to provide 
general practitioners and community social workers with specialised training in responding to 
the survivors and victims of domestic abuse and sexual violence; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14335/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.
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24/03/2021WRNNN04100Medicinal Products

24/03/2021WRNNN042001469. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address 
the high cost of long-acting contraception which is even more challenging to overcome eco-
nomic uncertainty and limited freedom of movement during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14336/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Eligibility for access to contraceptive 
products is currently governed by the same eligibility framework as applies more broadly in the 
Irish healthcare system, and the supports available to individuals in terms of mitigating the cost 
of LARCs are also the same.  

Those who hold a medical card can access contraception, including LARCs, free of charge 
except for a €1.50 per item prescription charge levied at the pharmacy. In addition, those who 
possess GP visit cards can see their doctor without charge, effectively removing the clinical cost 
associated with LARCs, although the individual would still have to pay for the product itself. 

For those not in possession of either a medical card or GP visit card, contraception is con-
sidered as an out-of-pocket expense.  However, the Drug Payment Scheme covers in full the 
cost of prescribed medication in excess of €114 a month for an individual or family which can 
serve to limit this cost.  

I would also stress that, despite the delay caused by the need to focus on and prioritise the 
response to the current pandemic, it remains a commitment of this Government to expand ac-
cess to free contraception for women aged 17-25, including LARCs.

24/03/2021WRNNN04400Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRNNN045001470. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if responsibilities and func-
tions for disability services remain under his remit; if not, if these have been transferred to the 
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth; if these services are to be 
transferred, when this will occur; if, for budget purposes, disability spending remains under the 
health vote; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14343/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following the Government’s announce-
ment regarding the establishment of the Department of Children, Equality, Disability and In-
tegration, arrangements are underway for the transfer of disability services to the new Depart-
ment. 

There are a number of factors to be taken into consideration in planning for this transfer of 
functions. Given the scale of the functions being transferred and the significant budget involved 
(c. €2.2bn in 2021), there are multiple financial, HR, policy, legal and governance workstreams 
underway within my Department to sequence the range of tasks necessary to effectively com-
plete the transfer of responsibility between both Departments. 

Since the Taoiseach’s announcement in June 2020, both Departments have worked togeth-
er to provide effective oversight and co-ordination of the various tasks involved in the transfer 
of policy and budgetary responsibility. While significant progress has already been made in 
advancing the transfer, work to-date has emphasised the complexity and interconnected nature 
of the service and financial arrangements currently in place. Due to the complex nature of these 
current arrangements, it will be necessary to draft and enact primary legislation to establish the 
arrangements for the new Department in a legally robust manner. To that end, it is intended to 
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bring the General Scheme of a Bill to Government in the first half of this year.

24/03/2021WRNNN04700Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRNNN048001471. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when the Covid-19 vac-
cine will be provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14344/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRNNN05000Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRNNN051001472. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is delivering vaccines 
on Saturday and Sunday. [14348/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRNNN05300Occupational Therapy

24/03/2021WRNNN054001473. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a child (details sup-
plied) is waiting so long for an occupational therapy appointment; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14351/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRNNN05600National Public Health Emergency Team

24/03/2021WRNNN057001474. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the date of the last meeting of 
the NPHET vulnerable people subgroup. [14352/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The NPHET Sub-group on Vulnerable 
Persons met on the following dates: 

 6th, 11th, 18th, 25th March 2020; 

1st, 15th, 29th April; 

7th, 20th May; 

3rd, 24th June (final meeting).

The agendas and minutes of these meetings are published on the Department of Health 
website:

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/301f5e-the-national-public-health-emergency-team-
nphet-subgroup-vulnerable-/ 
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Central to the evolution of NPHET processes is the recognition that health and social care 
services, and indeed the wider cross-government COVID-19 response, have to become embed-
ded and ‘mainstreamed’ in the usual operational response of organisations, as society adapts to 
the reality of living for the foreseeable future in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In July 2020, as part of a process examining the work of all the subgroups of the NPHET, it 
was deemed that the Subgroup on Vulnerable Persons had met its Terms of Reference regarding 
preparedness plans being in place across government for vulnerable groups, and accordingly, 
it was stood down. The associated ongoing work was realigned into the appropriate policy and 
operational functions of the Department of Health or other relevant Departments, organisations, 
or bodies. 

Recognising that vulnerable groups can be disproportionately affected by COVID-19 and 
as set out in Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19, the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach has convened a Senior Official Group and sub-groups as needed, to drive 
implementation of the Plan. This includes a Sub-group on higher risk groups to monitor the 
spectrum of issues that need to be addressed in relation to groups at higher risk of COVID-19. 
These groups support the COVID-19 Oversight Group and the Cabinet Committee on the Gov-
ernment Response to COVID-19. The Subgroup on higher risk groups meets as required.

I trust that the above information addresses the Deputy’s question satisfactorily.

24/03/2021WRNNN05900Hospice Services

24/03/2021WRNNN060001475. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 84 of 10 February 2021, when a decision will be made by the Saolta University 
Health Care Group in relation to the application made by Roscommon University Hospital in 
July 2020 for its revenue funding application for the Roscommon Hospice under construction 
on the grounds of Roscommon University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14353/21]

24/03/2021WRNNN06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy may be aware, SAOLTA 
Hospital Group has submitted a proposal to the HSE to manage the Roscommon Palliative Care 
Support Unit as an extension of Roscommon University Hospital.  This means that all existing 
governance arrangements and responsibilities associated with roles in Roscommon University 
Hospital would from the date of commencement extend to the 8-bed Palliative Care Support 
Unit.  

I understand that the HSE has indicated that it will now commence engaging with my De-
partment to determine the revenue allocation for the opening of the Palliative Care Support Unit 
following completion of capital works and equipment outfitting.  Given the current COVID 
situation, issues with staff recruitment and other related operational issues,  the Unit will likely 
open on a phased basis over 2021, subject to revenue sanction from my Department.

24/03/2021WRNNN06200Counselling Services

24/03/2021WRNNN063001476. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if the various unplanned preg-
nancy counselling services recognised by the sexual health and crisis pregnancy programme 
and in receipt of State funding are seeing clients face-to-face during the Covid-19 pandemic; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14362/21]
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24/03/2021WRNNN06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy’s question relates to a 
service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive 
for a direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRQQQ00200Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRQQQ003001477. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a Covid-19 vaccination ap-
pointment will be expedited for a person (details supplied). [14370/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRQQQ00500Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRQQQ006001478. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the options available for a person 
(details supplied). [14371/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRQQQ00800Drugs Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRQQQ009001479. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the reason for reimbursing the 
cost of the FreeStyle Libre glucose monitoring system for children and young persons with type 
1 diabetes while excluding adults; his views on whether while it is welcomed that children and 
young persons will have access to this important tool in monitoring glucose levels, the signifi-
cant cost of €120 per month for the monitor is excessive especially for those on low income; if 
he will consider reimbursing the cost of the glucose monitor for all those with type 1 diabetes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14374/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRQQQ01100Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRQQQ012001480. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has been waiting so long for an operation; the reason for the series of events since March 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14375/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.
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This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRQQQ01325Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRQQQ013501481. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on pur-
chases directly attributable to Covid-19 in 2019 and 2020; and the value of purchases found to 
be below standard.  [14380/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE’s total current budget alloca-
tion for COVID-19 related measures in 2020 was €2,291m. There was no specific COVID-19 
related current allocation in 2019. Within this 2020 allocation, there was a specific allocation for 
PPE expenditure in response to the COVID-19 pandemic of €920m. The total value of orders 
raised for PPE and related products (e.g. hand sanitisers/gels) in 2020 was €919m. All products 
received were reviewed against quality standards as specified by World Health Organisation 
and all purchases are subject to HSE standard terms and conditions. As in normal purchasing 
arrangements, if quality issues are identified, then the HSE engages with the supplier to agree a 
solution, e.g taking back unacceptable goods and refunding HSE, or supplying the HSE with a 
suitable alternative subject to prior quality assurance approval.

  In relation to the products supplied by the HSE’s primary PPE supplier in China in March 
and April 2020, one product accounting for 4% of the total value of the first batch of PPE re-
ceived was classified on receipt as being suitable for alternative use only. This product was re-
purposed for use in other government departments via the Office of Government Procurement, 
and the HSE was reimbursed for the value of the stock.  To date there has been no occasion 
where the HSE has had to write off the cost of PPE due to the products being below standard.

  The HSE’s total capital budget allocation for COVID-19 related measures in 2020 was 
€220m. There was no specific COVID-19 related capital allocation in 2019. Within this 2020 
allocation, there was a specific allocation for ventilators of €32m. Issues arose for some of these 
orders in relation to quality and/or failure to deliver (details supplied). These transactions are 
now the subject of discussions between the HSE, its legal advisors and the suppliers involved.

  [<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumen-



Questions - Written Answers

810
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24/03/2021WRQQQ01400Public Procurement Contracts

24/03/2021WRQQQ015001482. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the details of medical equip-
ment valued above €25,000 plus VAT procured in 2019 and 2020 which was found to be below 
standard, disaggregated by procurement competition type, in tabular form. [14381/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to procurement of medical 
equipment and its efficacy, as this is an operational matter, I have forwarded your query to the 
HSE and asked that they respond directly to you on this.

  Question No. 1483 answered with Question No. 1423.

24/03/2021WRQQQ01800Eating Disorders

24/03/2021WRQQQ019001484. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if he has taken steps to review 
access to services for persons with eating disorders, given the diversion of funding from that 
area; if not, if he has considered the establishment of a working group for same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14384/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRQQQ02100Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRQQQ022001485. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) in relation to the level of testing in Ireland for Lyme disease; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14385/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ023001759. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
treatment of Lyme disease patients; the actions carried out in relation to diagnosis and treatment 
facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15330/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ024001760. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the position regarding avail-
able services to patients with Lyme disease; the reason these services are not covered by the 
medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15331/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1485, 
1759 and 1760 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRQQQ02600Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRQQQ027001486. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health his views on the long wait-
ing times for decisions on primary medical certificates (details supplied); and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [14389/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.  

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D..  Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which 
provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation,  the  Minister for Health, Stephen Don-
nelly, T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 
2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19.  Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments.  The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

24/03/2021WRQQQ02900Nursing Staff

24/03/2021WRQQQ030001487. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health when psychiatric nurses in 
CHO1 will receive the enhanced nurse pay grade, as was agreed following the nurses dispute in 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14391/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRQQQ03200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRQQQ033001488. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if all employees of a section 38 
organisation (details supplied) are covered by the provision in HSE circular 073/2020 in the 
case that they have contracted Covid-19. [14395/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I can confirm that all public health sec-
tor employees, including those employees in Section 38 organisations, are covered by the provi-
sions of the HSE’s circular 073/2020.

24/03/2021WRQQQ03500Vaccination Programme
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24/03/2021WRQQQ036001489. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the criteria for upcoming 
vaccine administration positions will be revised (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14396/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1490 answered with Question No. 1367.

  Question No. 1491 answered with Question No. 1448.

  Question No. 1492 answered with Question No. 1296.

24/03/2021WRQQQ04100Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRQQQ042001493. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the necessary steps for an as-
sociation (details supplied) to take in order to establish creative arts therapists as designated 
professionals in the health sector. [14406/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am aware that the Irish Association 
of Creative Arts Therapists are seeking designation for regulation under the Health and Social 
Care Professionals Act 2005. My officials have corresponded with them on the matter on a 
number of occasions. 

There are 17 health and social care professions designated for regulation by CORU under 
the Health and Social Care Professionals Act. Currently there are registers open for 10 profes-
sions.

As you are aware, creative art therapists are not designated for regulation under the 2005 
Act. Section 4 of the Act does, however, provide that, following a consultation process and with 
the approval of the Houses of the Oireachtas, the Minister can make regulations designating a 
health or social care profession not already designated.

The issue of health and social care professions seeking regulation is a complex one. Statu-
tory regulation is primarily utilised in order to mitigate the risk posed to the public by the prac-
tice of a health or social care profession. Accordingly, my Department has instructed the Health 
Research Board to carry out research on its behalf which will assist and inform the question of 
risk assessment in the context of professional regulation. 

The Health Research Board commenced their work in October 2020. This research will in-
form the policy decisions to be taken on the next phase of professions to be regulated, including 
the degree of regulatory force to be applied and the options for same. 

In the meantime, CORU continues the complex work of preparing for regulation under the 
Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 a number of professions already designated for 
regulation.

24/03/2021WRQQQ04400Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRQQQ045001494. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health when cystic fibrosis patients 
will receive the Covid-19 vaccines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14409/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
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nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRQQQ04700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRQQQ048001495. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of all Covid 19-re-
lated deaths in nursing homes in January and February 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14412/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRQQQ05000Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRQQQ051001496. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the details of the process 
through which his Department drafts and produces legislation; if his Department outsources the 
drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was outsourced since he took office; 
and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14422/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department follows the Cabinet 
Handbook in relation to preparation of Bills. Following a decision in principle on the policy 
issue involved, or where the proposed legislation is in accordance with the general lines of 
policy, Government authority is then sought for the drafting of legislation in accordance with a 
general scheme. A Regulatory Impact Assessment is carried out where changes to a regulatory 
framework are anticipated.

My Department prepares a general scheme of the proposed Bill in numbered Heads.  Each 
Head comprises instructions for drafting and explanatory notes where appropriate. 
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On rare occasions and subject to DPER Circular 05/13 ‘Procurement of Legal Services and 
Managing Legal Costs’, my Department has engaged external legal assistance to support the 
development of principles and policies and the preparation of legislative proposals. 

The draft scheme is circulated for observations to the relevant Departments as well as the 
Office of the Attorney General and then submitted to Government for approval. Once approval 
has been received, the Office of Parliamentary Counsel to the Government (OPC) in the Office 
of the Attorney General is responsible for drafting the Bill. 

The OPC also drafts secondary legislation for my Department. Separately, some drafting 
of secondary legislation is outsourced to a panel of service providers which was appointed in 
September 2020 following a competitive tendering process for this purpose.

As my Department does not the outsource the drafting of Bills, there are no associated costs.

24/03/2021WRQQQ05300Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRQQQ054001497. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he has given con-
sideration to using the IT system that Teagasc and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine have that tracks and traces the national herd and records and traces each inoculation to 
help in the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccination, which could prove to be cost efficient; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14438/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRQQQ05600Drugs Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRQQQ057001498. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will consider putting in place 
additional supports for those with type 1 diabetes to afford the cost of a flash glucose meter, in 
view of the fact there are substantial costs associated with this equipment, which is essential for 
the management of blood glucose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14440/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRQQQ05900Dental Services 

24/03/2021WRQQQ060001499. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adults on the dental appointment waiting list in County Wexford; the average waiting time for 
appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14444/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRQQQ06200Dental Services 
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24/03/2021WRQQQ063001500. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists who 
held contracts for the dental treatment service scheme in County Wexford in 2020; the number 
of dentists who currently hold a contract for the dental treatment service scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14445/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRQQQ06500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRQQQ066001501. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
arrived into Ireland without proof of a negative Covid-19 PCR test in January, February and to 
date in March 2021; the number of sanctions imposed for these breaches; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14449/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In accordance with S.I. 44/2021 and S.I. 
45/2021, travellers arriving into Ireland from overseas are required to complete a COVID-19 
Passenger Locator Form, to present evidence of a negative pre-departure RT-PCR test taken 
within 72 hours of arrival and to observe mandatory quarantine. 

Checks of evidence of a negative/not detected RT- PCR Covid-19 test on all arriving passen-
gers into the State are carried out by Immigration Officials of the Border Management Unit and 
An Garda Síochána at ports of entry to the State. All cases where a test result is not available, or 
where the authenticity of the test result documentation is queried, are referred for further inves-
tigation to An Garda Síochána who have a presence at all approved ports of entry to the State. 

The Department of Justice has reported high rates of compliance with the requirement to 
present proof of a negative / non-detected RT-PCR test result at points of entry to Ireland.

Passengers who arrive in an Irish port or airport without evidence of a negative/not detected 
test result or with a confirmed fraudulent test result will commit an offence and may be subject 
to prosecution, punishable by a fine not exceeding €2,500 and/or imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 6 months, or both. In such cases An Garda Síochána will prepare a file for the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions.

The Health (Amendment) Act 2021 enacted on 7th March will require travellers arriving 
without a ‘non-detected’ PCR test result in the previous 72 hours, as currently required, to enter 
quarantine until a not-detected test result is returned.

24/03/2021WRQQQ06800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRQQQ069001502. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the number of arrivals from 
each category 2 state as listed under regulation 6 of the Health Act 1947 in February and to date 
in March 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14450/21]

24/03/2021WRQQQ07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All passengers arriving to the State 
are required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form (PLF) in accordance with SI 
45/2021. There are limited exemptions from this requirement, as set out in the regulations, such 
as for international transport workers or for diplomats. The Passenger Locator Form is used 
to support a system of engagements with arriving passengers including the targeting of public 
health messaging by SMS and may be used for contact tracing. 
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It should be noted that PLF data does not constitute formal arrival data into the country, due 
to the different intended purpose for the system and also the number of exempted persons as set 
out above. In addition, some passengers may complete a PLF in advance but be unable to travel 
as intended, and the data below may include some duplicates for certain travellers. Passengers 
may have completed a PLF and continued their journey without staying overnight in the State 
or having transiting onto Northern Ireland.

The data below is an indicative number of passengers whose journey originated in a Catego-
ry 2 state as well as those passengers that listed a Category 2 state in their recent travel history 
from 8th February to 14 March.  A total of 33 states are designated by the Minister.

Numbers provided are for countries where a minimum number of 10 arrived from a Cat-
egory 2 country, as providing any smaller numbers could risk identifying individual passengers. 
Where a passenger has declared that they have travelled in a number of Category 2 countries 
prior to arriving into Ireland, the most recent country is reported. Passengers will only appear 
once on this report.

63,987 Passenger Locator Forms were completed 8th Feb – 14th March from all countries 
of departure for relevant travellers.

8% of the Passenger Locator Forms indicated a category 2 country during this period.

Number of accompanying children U16 are declared on the PLF, further information is not 
recorded on these passengers.

The figures below are subject to change due to ongoing data cleansing e.g. duplication 
where passengers completed the ePLF twice.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1502-24-03-21_en.docx”>Table</a>]

 *Other countries - 

Angola, Botswana, Bolivia, Burundi, Cape Verde, Colombia, Chile, DR Congo,  Ecuador, 
Eswatini,  French Guiana, Guyana, Lesotho,  Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique,  Namibia, Pan-
ama, Paraguay, Peru, Rwanda, Suriname, Seychelles, Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela,  Zambia, 
Zimbabwe.

24/03/2021WRRRR00200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRRRR003001503. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the reason the largest circulated 
newspapers that are delivered free to homes in areas (details supplied) are not receiving Gov-
ernment advertising in the form of Covid-19 public health advertising. [14455/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRRRR00500Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRRRR006001504. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to plans by the HSE to cut the number of newly qualified doctors (details supplied) from July 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14456/21]
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24/03/2021WRRRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.

24/03/2021WRRRR00800Speech and Language Therapy

24/03/2021WRRRR009001505. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the reason a child (details sup-
plied) has been informed that the waiting list for speech and language therapy in their area has 
increased to 55 months; his views on whether this is an unacceptable wait time; the steps he 
will take to ensure the provision of the urgent assessment for the child; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14468/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

  Question No. 1506 answered with Question No. 1367.

24/03/2021WRRRR01200EU Bodies

24/03/2021WRRRR013001507. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if he has considered prepar-
ing a bid to host the forthcoming European health emergency preparedness and response au-
thority proposed by the European Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14494/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 pandemic has demon-
strated the need for and value of co-ordinated EU level action. The EU in their Communication 
of 11 November 2020 “Building a European Health Union: Reinforcing the EU’s resilience for 
cross-border health threats” states a need for member states to work together on foresight, pre-
paredness and ability to respond coherently, rapidly and appropriately to protect citizens from 
health crises. As COVID-19 is unlikely to be the only global or pan-European health crisis of 
our century, the European Commission is proposing the establishment of the European Health 
Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority (HERA) with a mission to strengthen the 
EU’s preparedness and response in terms of medical countermeasures for serious cross-border 
threats to health, both of natural and intentional origin. HERA will be complementary to exist-
ing EU structures and mechanisms, as well as relevant national initiatives.

The European Commission envisages that the Authority will take a whole value chain ap-
proach, from threat assessment to conceptualisation to deployment in case of need, and support 
Member States’ response capacities and access and ensuing availability and deployment of 
countermeasures to prepare for and address human cross-border health threats. 

The proposal is at an early stage of development. The Commission is currently creating a 
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High-Level Expert Group on the Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority to 
support and steer the proposal. Ireland will be represented on this high level group. 

A consultation process on the establishment of the authority will begin shortly, with a view 
to proposing in 2021 a properly mandated and resourced dedicated structure to start operations 
in 2023. The consultation will be will be accessible from the Commission’s ’Have Your Say’ 
portal which can be found at https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say

  Questions Nos. 1508 and 1509 answered with Question No. 1423.

24/03/2021WRRRR01700Speech and Language Therapy

24/03/2021WRRRR018001510. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if speech and language and as-
sociated therapies will be provided for a child (details supplied). [14500/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRRRR02000Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRRRR021001511. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when pharmacy staff (details 
supplied) in County Kerry will be vaccinated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14503/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRRRR02300Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRRRR024001512. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the improved provision 
planned for CAMHS services in counties Louth and Meath; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14505/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRRRR02600Home Care Packages

24/03/2021WRRRR027001513. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons al-
located home help and home care packages by county and or allocated as per each local health 
office; the amount of funding drawn down in each county for these packages in 2018, 2019 and 
2020, respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14510/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As these are op-
erational matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.
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24/03/2021WRRRR02900Home Care Packages

24/03/2021WRRRR030001514. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
a waiting list for a home help and or home care package; the average length of wait for these 
services respectively nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14511/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As these are op-
erational matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRRRR03200Home Care Packages

24/03/2021WRRRR033001515. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing for home help and or home care packages; the average length of time waiting across each 
local health office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14512/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As these are op-
erational matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, 
as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRRRR03500Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRRRR036001516. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the home first 
pilot schemes; the location of each; if the schemes are operational; if not, when they will be 
operational; the nature and operation of these pilot projects; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14513/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The development 
of a new statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support services is a key 
objective of the Government, which the Department of Health is currently progressing. Work to 
determine the optimal model for, and approach to, the development of the new scheme within 
the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms is being advanced through workstreams on regu-
lation, financing, and service-delivery.

In 2021 a reformed model of service-delivery for home-support services will be piloted in 
selected areas across the country. The Department and the HSE are currently finalising these 
plans and it is envisaged that the testing will commence in the second half of this year. The se-
lection of the areas in which the pilot will be conducted will be shared with stakeholders once 
these are agreed.

Informed by the use of the interRAI single assessment tool across the pilot-sites, the pilot 
will support:

- the determination of the scope of the services to be included in the new scheme;

- the development of care-bands as a framework for resource-allocation;

- the development of the clinical governance model for the new scheme;

- the development of the structures and processes through which the services will be deliv-
ered.
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More broadly the pilot will also inform the development of the financing and commission-
ing models for the new scheme. 

 The pilot will be evaluated through an action-research project to be undertaken concur-
rently, ensuring that the findings inform the development of the service-delivery model for the 
new scheme as the pilot progresses.

24/03/2021WRRRR03800Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRRRR039001517. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he has discussed home first 
policy measures with other Departments such as the Departments of Justice, Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and Science and Enterprise, Trade and Employment on ways 
to increase and ensure that Ireland has a sufficient pool of qualified home carers to fulfil the 
home first policy in respect of home care in the years ahead; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14514/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government (2020) 
commits to the introduction of “a statutory scheme to support people to live in their own homes, 
which will provide equitable access to high-quality, regulated home care.” In this regard, my 
Department is in the process of developing a statutory scheme for the financing and regulation 
of home-support.

As part of this work, the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) is undertaking 
a programme of research on behalf of the Department on the demand for, and cost of, home 
support. Following this, work will be undertaken to examine the associated workforce require-
ments for the introduction of such a scheme and my Department will engage with other sectors 
as required in this regard.

24/03/2021WRRRR04100Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRRRR042001518. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if persons with multiple 
sclerosis on Tysabri, natalizumab, having a severely compromised immune system due to hav-
ing MS who were previously considered to be in the high-risk category are in the cohort 4 cat-
egory; if not, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14515/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
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cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

In relation to the categories of very high risk and high risk conditions, this list is not exhaus-
tive. It may also include people who have been classed as at very high risk, based on clinical 
judgement and an assessment of need. It is recommended that they discuss this with their treat-
ing physician who is in the best position to give appropriate advice.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRRRR04400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRRRR045001519. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if travelling to visit a spouse in 
another country is considered essential travel and exempt from possible Garda fines. [14532/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government continues to advise 
against all non-essential travel at the current time. SI No 29/2021 provides a non-exhaustive 
list of reasonable excuses for travel to an airport or port for purpose of leaving the State. These 
reasons include.

- To work, comply with a contract of employment or contract for services, or otherwise 
engage in work or employment

- To provide services to, or perform the functions of, an office holder appointed under any 
enactment or under the Constitution, or a member of either House of the Oireachtas, the Euro-
pean Parliament or a local authority

- To provide services essential to the functioning of diplomatic missions and consular posts 
in the State

- To attend, for educational reasons a primary or secondary school, or a university, higher 
education institution or other education and training facility, to the extent that it is necessary for 
such educational reasons to attend in person

- To accompany any other person residing with the person, or a vulnerable person, to one of 
the education facilities mentioned above

- To attend a medical or dental appointment, or accompany, to such an appointment, any 
other person residing with the person, or a vulnerable person

- To seek essential medical, health or dental assistance for the person, for any other person 
residing with the person, or for a vulnerable person

- To attend to vital family matters (including providing care to vulnerable persons)

- To attend a funeral

- To fulfil a legal obligation (including attending court, satisfying bail conditions, or partici-
pating in ongoing legal proceedings), attend a court office where required, initiate emergency 
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legal proceedings or execute essential legal documents

- if the person is a parent or guardian of a child, or a person having a right of access to a 
child, to give effect to arrangements for access to the child by the person, or another person 
who is - (i) a parent or guardian of the child, or (ii) a person having a right of access to the child 
where the person is not ordinarily resident in the State, to leave the State.

Travellers arriving back into Ireland are from overseas are required to complete a CO-
VID-19 Passenger Locator Form, to present evidence of a negative pre-departure RT-PCR test 
taken within 72 hours of arrival and to observe mandatory quarantine.

24/03/2021WRRRR04700Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRRRR048001520. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if pharmaceutical companies and 
or agencies contracted to deliver Covid-19 vaccines have been indemnified with respect to pen-
alties arising from non-delivery or late delivery of vaccine consignments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14536/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is currently involved in an EU 
Procurement Exercise being operated by the European Commission on behalf of member states 
to procure a portfolio of suitable, safe and effective vaccines, in sufficient quantities, to combat 
COVID-19.

As part of the exercise, Ireland has already opted into an Advance Purchase Agreement 
(APA) with AstraZeneca (partnering with Oxford University); Janssen (Johnson & Johnson); 
BioNTech/Pfizer; CureVac and Moderna.

The content of the Advance Purchase Agreements, including with regard to liability / in-
demnity, are negotiated with vaccine suppliers by the European Commission and its negotiation 
team acting on behalf of Member States. Member States may decide to opt in / opt out, but do 
not have scope to recast the provisions of any APA.

  Question No. 1521 answered with Question No. 1423.

24/03/2021WRRRR05100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRRRR052001522. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if a person residing in the 
UK can travel to Ireland to visit their partner and children; if such visits are deemed essential 
under level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14543/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the current measures, travellers 
arriving into Ireland from overseas (including from Great Britain) are required to complete a 
COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form, to present evidence of a negative pre-departure RT-PCR 
test taken within 72 hours of arrival and to observe mandatory quarantine in line with the re-
quirements as set out in SI 44/2021. When operational, certain categories of travellers will be 
subject to mandatory hotel quarantine under the Health (Amendment) Act. 

SI No. 44/2021 sets out categories of travellers who are not subject to the home quarantine 
requirement. These include international transport workers including aviation and maritime 
crew, members of An Garda Síochána or the Defence Forces who travel in the course of their 
duties and persons who are travelling for unavoidable and time sensitive medical reasons.
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24/03/2021WRRRR05400Ophthalmology Services

24/03/2021WRRRR055001523. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to 
address the recruitment challenges that the health service is facing in trying to find suitably 
qualified staff for the ophthalmic service in primary care specifically in the Cork and Kerry 
region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14551/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRRRR05700Departmental Reviews

24/03/2021WRRRR058001524. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if he has completed his re-
view of the support therapies from early intervention and school age teams; the key conclusions 
in terms of timely access; if new policy initiatives have been identified; and if different struc-
tures or models are under consideration. [14556/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

  Question No. 1525 answered with Question No. 1293.

24/03/2021WRRRR06100Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRRRR062001526. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the services available for 
adults living with an ADHD diagnosis in CHO6; the improvements planned; when will they be 
rolled out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14568/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRRRR06400Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRRRR065001527. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the details of the progressing 
disability services for children and young people project; if it is suitable for persons with severe 
and profound intellectual disabilities; if so, the evidence to support same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14572/21]

24/03/2021WRRRR06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRSSS00200Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRSSS003001528. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the clinical data that underpins 
and has been relied upon in the design, roll-out and implementation of the progressive disability 
services to schools which cater for children with severe and profound intellectual disabilities 
and complex needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14577/21]
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24/03/2021WRSSS004001529. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if a child psychologist expe-
rienced with dealing with children with severe and profound intellectual disabilities has signed 
off on the new progressive disability services model; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14578/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS005001530. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if a risk assessment was car-
ried out to identify the risks to children with severe and profound intellectual disabilities and 
complex needs arising from changing the disability services they receive on site at school to the 
progressive disability services model and its off-site model of delivery of services; the outcome 
of any such risk assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14579/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS006001531. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if the National Disability Au-
thority was consulted or requested to advise on the new progressive disability services model; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14580/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS007001532. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the reason the national policy 
on progressive disability services has been designed at variance with the recommendations 
contained at pages 48 and 49 of the working reference group document 2009 and international 
best practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14581/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1528 to 1532, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRSSS01300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRSSS014001533. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health when he plans to announce 
changes to the number that can be permitted at weddings given these events require considerable 
advance planning (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14584/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS015001534. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the amount of notice that will 
be given regarding the number of persons that will be permitted at weddings during Covid-19 
restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14585/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1533 
and 1534 together.

The public health restrictions at level 5 of the Government’s Framework Resilience and Re-
covery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19 will remain in place until 5th April 2021, 
when a further review will be conducted. The Framework continues to provide an appropriate 
mechanism to guide decision-making, and it will continue to be supplemented by more detailed 
sectoral guidance in relation to measures that apply at each level of the Framework.

Last month, the Government published COVID-19 Resilience & Recovery 2021: The Path 
Ahead. This three part plan reviews the learnings from our experience to date, considers the 
enormous impacts our efforts to manage and suppress the disease have had on our economy and 
on our society and sets out a cautious and measured approach to the easing of restrictions over 
the coming months.  

At Level 5, 6 guests may attend the wedding  and wedding ceremony irrespective of venue.  
This does not include the persons getting married or persons attending in a professional capac-
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ity.  The various limits at all levels in the Government’s Plan are all designed to reduce the num-
ber of households mixing with each other and cut down the virus’s chances of spreading into 
more homes. It seeks to balance the risks of different types of gatherings against the desire to 
allow normal activities to proceed in so far as possible. The COVID-19 Resilience & Recovery 
2021: The Path Ahead Appendix 1, Social and Family Gatherings/Weddings outlines wedding 
numbers permissible at different levels of the plan.

COVID-19 spreads when individuals and groups come into close contact with one another, 
enabling the virus to move from one person to another. COVID-19 is infectious in a person with 
no symptoms, or for the period of time before they develop symptoms.  In certain settings, such 
as weddings, higher noise levels due to music, can force people into close proximity, requiring 
them to raise their voices or shout to communicate thus increasing the risk of spreading the 
virus to others.  

It is not possible to say what public health measures will be in place in the future.  The pub-
lic health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the National Public 
Health Emergency Team (NPHET),  by my Department and by the Government. The measures 
in place and the public health advice have been adapted to the changing circumstances and this 
will continue to be the case for the foreseeable future.

You may also wish to note that Fáilte Ireland has provided guidelines for the hospitality 
industry which includes guidance on weddings and is available at: - https://failtecdn.azureedge.
net/failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Hotels-and-Guesthouses.pdf

24/03/2021WRSSS01800Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRSSS019001535. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 239 of 18 February 2021, the number of patients discharged home with general practitio-
ner follow up; the number of patients referred to community psychiatric services of the 1,059 
patients referred to psychiatry for assessment in 2020 who had presented to the accident and 
emergency department in Tallaght Hospital; the number of patients admitted to inpatient ser-
vices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14587/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRSSS02100Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRSSS022001536. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if vulnerable persons who 
are unable to attend a general practitioner or vaccination centre will receive their Covid-19 
vaccine at home; if further information will be provided in relation to this process; the way 
such persons can make arrangements for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14589/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS023001709. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the specific provisions that 
have been made for the vaccination of housebound persons; when such vaccinations will take 
place in line with the wider vaccination groupings; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15188/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1536 



Questions - Written Answers

826

and 1709 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRSSS02500Health Services

24/03/2021WRSSS026001537. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14591/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised 
I have asked CORU (the Health and Social Care Professional Council) to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

  Question No. 1538 answered with Question No. 1423.

24/03/2021WRSSS02900Drugs Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRSSS030001539. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the engagement he has 
had with the HSE regarding the inclusion of the FreeStyleLibre flash glucose monitoring sys-
tem on the HSE reimbursement list; the analysis that has been carried out by the HSE into the 
possible reimbursement of the device; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14598/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1540 answered with Question No. 1423.

24/03/2021WRSSS03300Treatment Abroad Scheme

24/03/2021WRSSS034001541. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
relating to refunds under and access to a scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14602/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRSSS03600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRSSS037001542. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if the European health 
insurance card can be used in relation to the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out if a person resident here 
does not have a PPS number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14604/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRSSS03900Hospital Waiting Lists
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24/03/2021WRSSS040001543. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the average length of wait 
time in each hospital for amniocentesis results; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14606/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRSSS04200Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRSSS043001544. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations 
carried out in 2020 or the most recent full year for which such data exists in cases in which a 
fatal foetal abnormality was detected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14607/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, under 
section 20 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a notification of 
each termination of pregnancy carried out under the legislation must be sent to the Minister for 
Health within 28 days of it being carried out. Section 20, subsections (3) and (4), require the 
Minister to prepare a report on the notifications received in a given year not later than 30 June 
the following year and thereafter to lay it before the Houses of the Oireachtas. This report may 
then be published.  

In line with section 20 of the Act, therefore, the Annual Report on Notifications 2020 will be 
laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on or before 30 June 2021. No information on notifica-
tions received under the Act will be released until after that report has been laid.

All the information permitted to be published under the Act for terminations of pregnancy 
carried out in 2019 was laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 30 June 2020 and subse-
quently published the same day in the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 
2018 - Annual Report on Notifications 2019. The Annual Report on Notifications 2019 indi-
cates that a total of 100 terminations of pregnancy were carried out under the grounds set out 
in section 11 of the Act in 2019. 

For the Deputy’s further information, the full Annual Report on Notifications 2019 is avail-
able on the Department of Health’s website

24/03/2021WRSSS04500Hospital Procedures

24/03/2021WRSSS046001545. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the number of cases in 2020 
or the most recent full year for which such data exists in which pregnant women were referred 
by a hospital to an Irish hospital in the UK or elsewhere abroad for further medical intervention; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14608/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRSSS04800Health Services Funding

24/03/2021WRSSS049001546. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the level of funding made 
available to Cork University Maternity Hospital, CUMH, to help women in the aftermath of a 
traumatic pregnancy; if the hospital provides aftercare services such as bereavement counsel-
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ling for women who have had to travel for care in the UK following consultation in CUMH; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14609/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRSSS05100Hospital Procedures

24/03/2021WRSSS052001547. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the best practice procedures 
in hospitals when dealing with a fatal foetal abnormality or in circumstances in which a referral 
is made to an overseas hospital; if Irish hospitals liaising with UK hospitals are obliged to share 
information such as obstetrics reports and other relevant medical information; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14610/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRSSS05400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRSSS055001548. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the status of the resources 
available for persons with ongoing symptoms of long Covid given that many with this condition 
are suffering from fatigue; if he will consider establishing multidisciplinary clinics throughout 
the country to help those with long Covid and other fatigue conditions such myalgic encepha-
lomyelitis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14612/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRSSS05700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRSSS058001549. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if he has considered imple-
menting a bonus for front-line workers either financially or in terms of additional days of annual 
leave in view of their work fighting Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14625/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is widely recognised that our dedi-
cated health care workers have played a key role in our national effort against Covid-19 over 
the past year.   Their determination and commitment to assisting our sick and vulnerable to get 
the medical treatment they need, has and continues to be, very much appreciated. 

Government is considering when, and how best to honour the role of frontline workers, in-
cluding those working in the health services, noting that the pandemic is still currently in effect.

24/03/2021WRSSS06000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRSSS061001550. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if concerns have been raised 
in Ireland following Denmark pausing the use of a vaccine (details supplied) after reports of 
blood clots; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14626/21]
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24/03/2021WRSSS06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On Sunday, 14 March, the National Im-
munisation Advisory  Committee (NIAC) recommended the temporary deferral of the  admin-
istration of COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca following a report from  the Norwegian Medicines 
Agency of cases of serious, rare thromboembolic  (clotting) events, including some compli-
cated by low platelet counts.

The European Medicines Agency (EMA), through its safety  committee conducted and ur-
gent review of all blood clotting events  occurring with the COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca to 
determine if there is a possible safety risk.

The EMA’s preliminary report, concluded on 18 March, reported that the benefits of the CO-
VID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca in combating the  threat of COVID-19 continue to outweigh the 
risk of side effects. The  EMA also concluded that the vaccine is not associated with an increase  
in the overall risk of blood clots in those who receive it.

The NIAC convened and reviewed the EMA statement in  relation to COVID-19 Vaccine 
AstraZeneca and, following discussion with  representatives from the HPRA, the National Co-
agulation Centre and  counterparts across the EU, recommended that the administration of  
COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca should be recommenced. 

The HSE recommenced vaccinations with  COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca on Saturday, 
20 March.

24/03/2021WRSSS06300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRSSS064001551. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if he will report on his recent 
engagement with his EU counterparts; if the EU Covid-19 vaccine distribution system was dis-
cussed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14627/21]

24/03/2021WRSSS06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 1 March I met with my EU coun-
terparts to discuss the impact of variants on Member States, national testing strategies, and 
the need for information sharing on the national rollout of COVID-19 vaccination plans. The 
EU health ministers were joined on the videoconference by representatives from the European 
Commission, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the Euro-
pean Medicines Agency (EMA).

It is imperative that the companies deliver on the commitments made to facilitate the much-
anticipated significant increase in supply throughout this quarter.

Ireland is taking part in a Procurement Exercise being operated by the European Commis-
sion (EC) on behalf of Member States to procure suitable, safe and effective vaccines, in suffi-
cient quantities, to combat COVID-19. Ireland has signalled its solidarity with the EU approach 
and has, through its participation, gained access to a broad range of vaccines that it might not 
otherwise have access to, and at the cost agreed collectively by the EU.

24/03/2021WRSSS06600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRSSS067001552. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to 
address the rise in anxiety, stress and loneliness being reported throughout Ireland due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the resulting restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14628/21]
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24/03/2021WRSSS06800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): While there is no 
doubt that Covid-19 has posed significant challenges for people, including isolation, bereave-
ment, anxiety and loss of income and work for many, we do not yet fully understand the impact 
of Covid-19 on mental health and subsequent demand on mental health and wellbeing services. 

However, a negative mental health outcome for our population from this pandemic is not 
inevitable if we set about responding to the challenge in a cohesive manner. 

The HSE has a range of proactive responses for any rise in mental health service need, in-
cluding additional acute care capacity, as well as online and other telehealth psychosocial sup-
ports. The Department and HSE continue to plan for any surge in demand as it arises.

The HSE Psychosocial Framework, published in Jan 2021, builds on a range of supports 
introduced last year in response to Covid, including self- help and psychological first aid sup-
ports for staff.

The Framework acknowledges the impact of the pandemic on mental health in all areas of 
society and identifies priority groups, including health care workers and people bereaved due 
to Covid. 

The framework provides a cohesive, coordinated, consistent and collaborative whole-of-
population approach to the provision of mental health services and supports across 5 key levels 
from mental health promotion to specialist supports. 

Telehealth services are fully established including YourMentalHealth.ie, which offers a 
wealth of information on mental health supports and coping with difficult situations during Co-
vid; the information line 1800 111 888, the crisis textline, 50808 and NGO online supports such 
as MyMind, Turn2Me, Jigsaw and many others. ALONE, in collaboration with the Department 
of Health and HSE, is also running a national support line which is open Monday to Friday, 
8am-8pm at 0818 222 024.

I would also like to draw your attention to the Government well-being campaigns, including 
Keep Well to promote physical and mental wellbeing in the safest possible ways.

The COVID-19 pandemic and the associated restrictions have challenged society, especially 
in the area of human interaction and connectedness.  As part of our response to these challenges, 
the Department of Health has provided guidance and support for people to manage both their 
physical and mental wellbeing and to stay connected. This guidance has been provided through 
public health information campaigns, such as our In This Together Campaign, and through in-
formation networks including key organisations working with vulnerable people. 

Following on from the “In This Together”, campaign, in November of last year the Depart-
ment of Health launched the “Keep Well” campaign, which is aimed at supporting our citizens 
through the difficult winter months ahead. Significant funds are being invested into this new 
initiative, with €7 million to support the delivery of a range of actions and support services, 
which will be rolled out over the coming months.

This campaign encourages us all to do something that is good for us each day or week, like 
going for a walk, connecting safely with friends or family, engaging in a hobby or reaching out 
for the supports that we may need. By doing so, we are more likely to create balance, routine 
and resilience.  The campaign is focused on five main themes, which include Minding your 
Mood and Staying Connected.  

Under the Minding your Mood theme, people will be equipped with information on where 
to go if they need support. This will also be linked with the local community helpline to ensure 
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that people can access the help they need. The HSE has launched a series of “Minding Your 
Wellbeing” online videos, which provides an opportunity for people to learn more about key 
elements of mental wellbeing such as mindfulness, gratitude, self-care and resilience.  Ad-
ditionally, the Children and Young Peoples’ Services Committees are rolling out supports for 
children, young people and families. 

The Staying Connected theme addresses isolation, supporting volunteerism and initiatives 
that support person-to-person connection which is important to our wellbeing. Isolation of 
people of all ages is a significant risk during the COVID pandemic, particularly during peri-
ods of tight restrictions on movement and social interaction. The Community Call programme 
was introduced in mid-2020 to provide local helplines through Local Authorities for practical 
supports, information sharing and befriending. As part of the “Keep Well” campaign, this pro-
gramme will be significantly expanded to be proactive in outreach to potentially isolated per-
sons. Working with partner organisations, including An Garda Síochána, NGOs and Volunteer 
Ireland, there will be a particular emphasis on identifying and supporting those most at risk of 
isolation.

The clear message is that, whatever people are going through in terms of reduced social con-
tacts, loneliness or isolation, we should all stay as connected and as healthy as possible, helping 
to strengthen community and individual resilience, restoring hope that we can and will recover, 
and make it through this, together. 

The current restrictions in place are no doubt be challenging for all of us, but particularly 
those living alone.  With this in mind, measures include a ‘social bubble’ to support those who 
risk isolation.

People in certain categories can form a support bubble with one other household.  Those 
who can form a support bubble include: those alone with children under the age of 18, those liv-
ing alone, those sharing parenting or custody arrangements, those living with an adult to whom 
they provide care, and those who live alone and have a carer or carers who supports them.

Furthermore, it is envisaged that  all aspects of mental health services will be improved and 
developed, through implementation of the national mental health policy Sharing the Vision 
(launched June, 2020).

Sharing the Vision aims to enhance the provision of mental health services and supports 
across a broad continuum from mental health promotion, prevention and early intervention to 
acute and specialist mental health service delivery, during the period 2020-2030.

The NIMC Steering Committee, tasked with overseeing the implementation of Sharing the 
Vision and chaired by Mr John Saunders was established in December.  The work of Steering 
Committee is progressing.

24/03/2021WRTTT0010024/03/2021WRTTT00200Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRTTT003001553. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if he will take immediate action 
to reverse the decision to cut 300 intern doctor posts at a time when the greatest ever need exists 
for increased resources both during and post-Covid-19 and the pressure to clear unprecedented 
waiting lists; his views on whether this proposed reduction will leave 300 newly qualified 
doctors who have been educated to a world class standard with little option but to export their 
knowledge and skills at a time when they are urgently needed at home; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14634/21]
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24/03/2021WRTTT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRTTT00500Dental Services 

24/03/2021WRTTT006001554. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists in 
County Tipperary registered as participating in the dental medical card scheme over the past 
five years in tabular form. [14637/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1555 answered with Question No. 1398.

24/03/2021WRTTT00900Cannabis for Medicinal Use

24/03/2021WRTTT010001556. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be issued with a prescription for medical cannabis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14639/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department does not comment on 
individual cases.

Ministerial Licence under Section 14 of the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977-2016

Under Section 14 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977-2016, doctors may utilise the Ministerial 
licensing route to prescribe medical cannabis for their patients, should they wish to do so. In 
line with the Chief Medical Officer’s advice, the granting of a licence for cannabis for medical 
purposes must be premised on an appropriate application being submitted to the Department of 
Health, either by a consultant or by a GP which is endorsed by a consultant who is responsible 
for the management of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects of the treatment 
over time. This information can be found at the following links:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/1a5c4e-applying-to-the-minister-for-health-for-a-med-
ical-cannabis-licence/

  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e35cb4-ministerial-licence-application-process/

It is important to note that the medical decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, 
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including cannabis treatment, for an individual patient is strictly a decision for the treating 
clinician, in consultation with their patient. The Minister for Health has no role in this clinical 
decision-making process.

24/03/2021WRTTT01200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRTTT013001557. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will examine the possibil-
ity of approving a vaccine (details supplied) for the over 70s; if new data is available to warrant 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14641/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The immunisation programme in Ire-
land is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The 
committee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland 
and international best practice in relation to immunisation. It makes recommendations on vac-
cination policy to my Department. The NIAC review all data relating to COVID-19 vaccines 
on a rolling basis.

Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the National 
Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) develops guidance for their use in Ireland which 
is contained in the Immunisation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously up-
dated and includes guidance on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland.

You can read the guidelines at:

  https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/covid19.pdf

The National Immunisation Advisory Committee has advised that any of the COVID-19 
vaccines currently authorised can be given to adults of all ages, including those aged 70 and 
older.

Where practicable and timely, those aged 70 and older should be given an mRNA vaccine. 
Preferential selection of an mRNA vaccine should not result in a vaccine delay of more than 3 
weeks, as any benefit of using a higher efficacy vaccine may be lost.

24/03/2021WRTTT01500Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRTTT016001558. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 961 of 24 February 2021, the number of persons on waiting lists for mental health 
supports through the HSE in County Donegal; the length of time persons are waiting; the HSE 
mental health services in the county; the number of consultant psychiatrists in the county; the 
number awaiting second or subsequent appointments; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14642/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRTTT01800Mental Health Services
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24/03/2021WRTTT019001559. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 961 of 24 February 2021, if there are only 14 persons on waiting lists for HSE mental 
health services in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14643/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRTTT02100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRTTT022001560. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to correspondence to his office from a person (details supplied) with a suggestion regard-
ing the return to school procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14645/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has worked to ensure that the 
measures in place in schools are robust and prioritise the safety of staff and children. Dedicated 
multidisciplinary school teams led by public health professionals, working with teams from the 
Department of Education and school inspectors have been established to support school princi-
pals to identify issues as they emerge and work in a collaborative manner.

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre has published Guidance for Educational Set-
tings relating to the management of Covid-19 in school settings. This guidance, which includes 
protocols relating to the management of close contacts, is available at: https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/
respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/educationguidance/

This definition takes into consideration the findings of the Public Health Risk Assessment 
(PHRA) which is undertaken at all educational facilities where a confirmed case has been iden-
tified.

The application of this risk assessment in the school setting is dynamic and adaptable as 
new information becomes available, which enables the testing strategy to evolve as the situa-
tion unfolds. The measures that are in place are robust, and the safety of staff and pupils is of 
paramount concern.

It should also be noted that schools must have a Covid-19 Response Plan and a Covid policy 
in place. Up-to-date Government advice and resources for schools, parents and students in the 
context of COVID-19, including advice on Covid-19 planning is published at https://www.gov.
ie/backtoschool.

24/03/2021WRTTT02400Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRTTT025001561. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that there are 400 student radiographers on clinical placements currently working up 
to 40 weeks or 200 days per year without pay; and if he will meet with their representatives to 
discuss their experience. [14650/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive 
an allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course. There are no plans to 
change this.  

In 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month contract following comple-
tion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the Health Service. As their 
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skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response and subject to the needs 
of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant radiographer role fol-
lowing successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement. The 3-month period 
commenced on 18 May 2020.

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings. Of this number, around a third 
are final year students. The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. Students are not employees and in many cases the 
nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a learn-
ing capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

Unfortunately, due to my very busy schedule, I am not in a position to meet with a represen-
tative of Student Radiographers at this time.

24/03/2021WRTTT02700Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRTTT028001562. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that 400 student radiographers on clinical placement are not in permanent placements 
and are often forced to travel to different areas of the county and that they often have to cover 
some of the costs which adds to the financial burden. [14651/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive 
an allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course. There are no plans to 
change this.  

In 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month contract following comple-
tion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the Health Service. As their 
skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response and subject to the needs 
of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant radiographer role fol-
lowing successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement. The 3-month period 
commenced on 18 May 2020.

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings. Of this number, around a third 
are final year students. The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. Students are not employees and in many cases the 
nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a learn-
ing capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
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sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

24/03/2021WRTTT03000Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRTTT031001563. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if measures will be put in place 
to assist student radiographers who are losing time for their studies due to mandatory isolation 
brought about by working in hospitals, travelling to different regions of the country and the 
need to work second jobs to cover their living costs. [14652/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive 
an allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course. There are no plans to 
change this.  

In 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month contract following comple-
tion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the Health Service. As their 
skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response and subject to the needs 
of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant radiographer role fol-
lowing successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement. The 3-month period 
commenced on 18 May 2020.

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings. Of this number, around a third 
are final year students. The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. Students are not employees and in many cases the 
nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a learn-
ing capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

24/03/2021WRTTT03300General Practitioner Services

24/03/2021WRTTT034001564. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if the status will be examined of 
a permanent general practitioner appointment for Kilkee, County Clare, which has been served 
by locum doctors for an extended period of time. [14654/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRTTT03600Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRTTT037001565. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the date the paediatric diabetic 
service at the Regional Hospital Mullingar will resume; when the full team requirement of two 
nurses, a psychologist and a social worker will be in place; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [14656/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRTTT03900Ambulance Service

24/03/2021WRTTT040001566. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of times it has 
taken an ambulance more than 20, 40, 60, 90 and 120 minutes from time of call to reach patients 
who made emergency calls in Connemara in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021; 
the longest ambulance response time logged in Connemara in this period; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14657/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT041001567. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of times it has 
taken an ambulance more than 20, 40, 60, 90 and 120 minutes from time of call to reach patients 
who made emergency calls in County Galway in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 
2021; the longest ambulance response time logged in County Galway in this period; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14658/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT042001568. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the average ambulance 
response times from time of call to time of arrival in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to 
date in 2021 in Connemara, County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14659/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT043001569. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the average ambulance 
response times from time of call to time of arrival in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date 
in 2021 in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14660/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1566 
to 1569, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRTTT04800Ambulance Service

24/03/2021WRTTT049001570. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to 
establish an ambulance deployment base in Maam Cross, County Galway, to serve the Conne-
mara area; the analysis that has been carried out by his Department into the adequacy of the cur-
rent ambulance service provision in Connemara, particularly in view of an incident in relation 
to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14661/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRTTT05100Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRTTT052001571. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the training general practitioners 
and other healthcare workers receive for providing termination of pregnancy services; and if 
doctors including general practitioners are obliged to have specialised training in counselling as 
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a requirement for providing the service. [14668/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRTTT05400Medical Cards

24/03/2021WRTTT055001572. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
inclusion of the cost for PPE equipment for medical card holders seeking appointments at den-
tist clinics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14698/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT056001599. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his Department has received 
an estimate of costings associated with the provision of PPE to dentists from the HSE which 
was originally promised to be delivered in June 2020 and has not yet been received. [14811/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1572 
and 1599 together.

The Government has provided the HSE with an overall budget of €450 million for PPE in 
2021, for all parts of the health service.

As the Deputy will appreciate, there are many competing demands for that PPE, and the 
provision of PPE to private dentists contracted by the HSE is being considered in that context.

24/03/2021WRTTT05800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRTTT059001573. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of vaccines issued 
to each general practitioner in counties Kildare and Laois; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14710/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRTTT06100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRTTT062001574. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will prioritise those who 
are very high risk and extremely vulnerable for Covid-19 vaccination by adding transplant re-
cipients, immunosuppressed persons and the very high risk to group 1 as a matter of urgency; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14711/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 



24 March 2021

839

continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRTTT06400Health Services Funding

24/03/2021WRTTT065001575. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will take steps to expedite 
funding for gene-silencing treatment for amyloidosis such as Patisiran and equivalent drugs; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14716/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a com-
pany must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimburse-
ment list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The HSE has advised that it received an application in December 2018 for the reimburse-
ment of Patisiran (Onpattro) for the treatment of hereditary transthyretin-mediated amyloidosis 
(hATTR amyloidosis) in adult patients with stage 1 or stage 2 polyneuropathy.

In January 2019, a full health technology assessment (HTA) with respect to this indication 
was commissioned by the HSE. This assessment was completed in February 2020, with the 
NCPE recommending that Patisiran not be considered for reimbursement unless cost-effective-
ness could be improved relative to existing treatments.

The HTA report with respect to Patisiran was reviewed by the HSE Drugs Group in July 
2020, along with the outputs of commercial discussions with the applicant which took place 
in May 2020, and the patient group submission received during the HTA process.  The HSE 
Drugs Group requested patient and clinician input via the Rare Diseases Technology Review 
Committee (RDTRC) to assist the group in making its recommendation to the HSE Executive 
Management Team (EMT) regarding reimbursement of Patisiran.
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The RDTRC convened on 24 September and reviewed the clinical data previously submit-
ted as part of the established pricing and reimbursement process. The Committee also heard 
from Consultants involved in the specialist management of patients with hATTR amyloidosis.

The RDTRC continued its review of Patisiran at its subsequent meeting on 5 November 
which included patient input on the impact of hATTR amyloidosis.

Following these meetings, the Committee finalised a statement summarising the clinician 
and patient engagement on Patisiran. This was received by the HSE Drugs Group on 26 No-
vember.

The HSE has advised that it met with the applicant company in December 2020 and in early 
January 2021 for further discussions and deliberations on the pricing position.

At its January 2021 meeting, the HSE Drugs Group reviewed all the relevant documenta-
tion concerning the application, including information provided by the RDTRC. The HSE has 
advised that, having considered all of the criteria of which is obliged to take account, the HSE 
Drugs Group was unable to recommend in favour of reimbursement.

The decision-making authority in the HSE is the HSE EMT. The HSE EMT decides on the 
basis of all the demands with which it is faced (across all services) whether it can fund a new 
medicine, or new uses of an existing medicine, from the resources that have been provided to it 
in line with the 2013 Health Act.

The HSE has confirmed that it issued notice to the applicant company of the proposed deci-
sion of the EMT not to support reimbursement of Patisiran on 9 February.

Where the HSE EMT has considered a recommendation of non-reimbursement from the 
HSE Drugs Group and proposes to accept such a recommendation, the HSE is legally required 
(in line with the 2013 Health Act) to set out in detail a notice of any proposed decision to an 
applicant company.

The HSE is also legally required in such circumstances to provide at least a 28-day period 
(from the formal written notice of proposal) to enable an applicant company to consider the 
proposal not to reimburse and to make representations to the HSE. The HSE is legally required 
to consider any such representations in advance of a formal decision.

The HSE advises that the applicant company submitted representations on the 5 March 2021 
in response to the EMT’s proposed decision. The HSE Drugs Group will review these represen-
tations before making a recommendation to the HSE EMT on the basis of all of the available 
evidence, in line with the 2013 Health Act.

As decision-making authority, the HSE EMT will, following receipt of the outcome of the 
HSE Drugs Group’s deliberations, make a decision on whether Patisiran will be reimbursed.

I am further advised by the HSE that it received an application in August 2019 for the reim-
bursement of Inotersen (Tegsedi) for the treatment of stage 1 or stage 2 polyneuropathy in adult 
patients with hereditary transthyretin amyloidosis (hATTR).

On 26 August 2019, the HSE commissioned a rapid review with respect to this indication. 
Following receipt of a rapid review dossier, the NCPE advised the HSE on 7 October 2019 that 
a full HTA was required for this medicine to assess the clinical effectiveness and cost effective-
ness of Inotersen compared with the current standard of care.

The HSE commissioned a full HTA on 9 October 2019 as per agreed processes. The NCPE 
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is currently awaiting the submission of a HTA dossier by the applicant company. A completed 
HTA is required to progress this application, as per the formal processes governing the pricing 
and reimbursement of medicines.

The applications for Patisiran and Inotersen remain under consideration in line with the 
2013 Health Act.

24/03/2021WRTTT06700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRTTT068001576. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if both patients of private 
and public hospitals who fall into group 4 of the Covid-19 vaccination group will receive their 
vaccine as part of this cohort; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14722/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Inclusion of an individual in Cohort 4 is 
based on a clinical definition and that definition applies whether that individual is attending a 
public or private hospital.

24/03/2021WRTTT07000Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRTTT071001577. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the measures being taken to 
qualify persons in the area of mental health given that the availability of skilled staff is a signifi-
cant issue; the reason for much of the potential workforce availing of employment opportunities 
outside of Ireland; the additional cost in each of the past three years incurred through the filling 
of staff shortages through the work of locums, agency workers and overtime comparative to 
the cost of employing staff members; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14725/21]

24/03/2021WRTTT07200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRUUU0010024/03/2021WRUUU00200Legislative Measures

24/03/2021WRUUU003001578. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health his plans to present the fair deal 
legislation before Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14727/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme, commonly referred to as the Fair Deal Scheme, has been in operation 
for over 10 years and there is broad agreement that the Scheme operates well and continues to 
provide appropriate financial assistance where it is required. 

However, it is recognised that the Act, in its current form, does not place caps on the finan-
cial assessment of family owned and operated farms or businesses when calculating the means 
to pay for nursing home care.  This places a potentially onerous burden on family successors 
and could challenge the future viability of these productive assets.

Therefore, the Department of Health has proposed a policy change to the Scheme, to cap 
contributions based on farm and business assets at three years where a family successor com-
mits to working the productive asset. The stated policy objective of the legislation is to intro-
duce additional safeguards in the Scheme to further protect the viability and sustainability of 
family farms and businesses that will be passed down to the next generation of the family to 
continue to work them as productive assets to provide for their livelihood. 
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This change was approved by Government and underwent pre-legislative scrutiny in the 
last Dáil.  Progress on the development of the Bill was negatively impacted by the dissolution 
of the last Dáil and by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The response to the pandemic has been and 
continues to be a national and public health priority.  However, work on this legislation has 
continued to progress. I requested a waiver to conduct pre-legislative scrutiny from the Busi-
ness Committee, given this was already undertaken in the previous Dáil, and this waiver was 
granted on 4th February 2021.  I have met with the Attorney General to discuss this legislation, 
and there has been an ongoing and active engagement between the Department of Health and 
the Office of the Attorney General on the development of the legislation, which will be brought 
to the Houses of the Oireachtas at the earliest possible opportunity.  It is on the priority list for 
publication in the Spring legislative session.  The Bill will be enacted upon completion of all 
stages in the Oireachtas and signed into law by the President.

24/03/2021WRUUU00500Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRUUU006001579. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will address issues raised 
in correspondence (details supplied) regarding student radiographers; if he will meet with rep-
resentatives of student radiographers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14729/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive 
an allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course.  There are no plans to 
change this.  

In 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month contract following completion 
of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the Health Service.  As their skills 
were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response and subject to the needs of 
each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant radiographer role follow-
ing successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement.  The 3-month period 
commenced on 18 May 2020.

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings.  Of this number, around a third 
are final year students.  The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines.  Students are not employees and in many cases the 
nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a learn-
ing capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement.  Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave.  The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
take a reduced caseload.  During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce.  In addition, intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

I wish to acknowledge the extremely important work that student radiographers are doing 
at present and the valuable contribution they are making to the fight against Covid-19.  Unfor-
tunately, due to my very busy schedule, I am not in a position to meet with a representative of 
Student Radiographers at this time.

24/03/2021WRUUU00800Covid-19 Pandemic



24 March 2021

843

24/03/2021WRUUU009001580. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of checks that have 
occurred on a weekly basis from 6 February 2021 to date on persons quarantining at home after 
arriving here; the number in each case of SMS, telephone and Garda checks; and the number of 
persons who were compliant and non-compliant in tabular form. [14734/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All passengers arriving to the State are 
required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator form.  There are limited exemptions from 
this requirement for international transport workers, diplomats and children under 16.  The 
Passenger Locator Form is used to support a system of engagements with arriving passengers 
including the targeting of public health messaging by SMS and email and may be used for con-
tact tracing.  Passengers may have completed a passenger locator form in advance of travelling 
and not travelled. Invalid paper forms may have illegible information including phone numbers 
or other essential information that is unclear and is required for follow-up.  The paper form has 
been updated to an OCR form to improve legibility.  Efforts continue to promote the use of the 
online form. 

Passengers who completed a Passenger Locator Form are contacted by SMS and follow up 
phone calls to verify the address details provided on the form.  SMS messages are also sent to 
deliver public health information. 

My Department is informed by the Department of Justice that 590 checks on persons quar-
antining at home were conducted between 24 February and 14 March.

24/03/2021WRUUU01100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRUUU012001581. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the population size for each 
cohort that is named in the provisional vaccine allocation groups list. [14736/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, the Min-
ister for Health announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the National Immunisation and Advi-
sory Committee (NIAC) listed several conditions associated with increased risk of severe dis-
ease and death.  In the intervening period, national and international evidence has become avail-
able which has enabled a more detailed analysis of underlying conditions that may increase the 
risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus.  Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death.  Vaccination of this group began in March.  Work is continuing on the 
stratification of subsequent groups and assessing the number of people encompassed by each 
group.
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24/03/2021WRUUU01400Drugs Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRUUU015001582. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons here that 
were reimbursed through the drug payment scheme for leasing a continuous positive airway 
pressure, CPAP, machine in 2018, 2019 and 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14737/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU016001583. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the average amount per person 
that was reimbursed through the drug payment scheme for leasing a continuous positive airway 
pressure, CPAP, machine in 2018, 2019 and 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14738/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU017001584. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the name of the companies that 
currently supply the HSE with continuous positive airway pressure, CPAP, machines; the name 
of companies that supplied CPAP machines to the HSE previously; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14739/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU018001585. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the amount that was spent an-
nually in 2018, 2019 and 2020 by the HSE in reimbursing persons who were leasing continu-
ous positive airway pressure, CPAP, machines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14740/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1582 
to 1585, inclusive, together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRUUU02300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRUUU024001586. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if further consideration will be 
given to the vaccine roll-out schedule and greater priority given to retail staff who are at an 
increased level of risk whilst carrying out their daily duties. [14742/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus.  Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
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severe illness and death.  Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection.  People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRUUU02600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRUUU027001587. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to prioritise 
cardiac patients in the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccine given that many in this cohort have been 
cocooning for one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14749/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus.  Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death.  Vaccination of this group began in March. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection.  People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRUUU02900Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRUUU030001588. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on waiting 
lists for Jigsaw; the average waiting time in each of the years 2017 to 2020, by CHO area in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14755/21]
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24/03/2021WRUUU03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRUUU03200Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRUUU033001589. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 243 of 18 February 2021, his views on the veracity of the figures that show a decrease 
in waiting times for Jigsaw in 2021 from 2020.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14756/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRUUU03500Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRUUU036001590. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health the five most recent sig-
nificant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of his Department which have 
required his sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial submission of the proposal 
for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements making up this 
period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in 
assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contractors; and the way this dura-
tion compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset of the process. [14780/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

24/03/2021WRUUU03800Health Services Access

24/03/2021WRUUU039001591. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect an appointment in a pain relief clinic; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14790/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling.  To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.
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Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services.  Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRUUU04100Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRUUU042001592. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
will have a diabetic pump procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14791/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRUUU04400Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRUUU045001593. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
outpatient neurology waiting list in Sligo University Hospital in each of the years 2018 to 2020 
and to date in 2021, for both routine and urgent referrals in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14792/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling.  To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document.
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1593-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Table</a>]

24/03/2021WRUUU04700Medical Records

24/03/2021WRUUU048001594. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a medical records request 
will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14793/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRUUU05000Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRUUU051001595. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the reason for the move 
from providing therapeutic services on site to delivering them in a community setting under the 
progressing disabilities programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14798/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU052001596. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if persons who attend a 
service (details supplied) will receive their care off-site under the progressing disabilities pro-
gramme; if the option is available to continue to receive care on-site; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14799/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1595 and 1596 together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRUUU05500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRUUU056001597. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health the position of postal work-
ers on the vaccination allocation sequencing as part of the national Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme; if they are identified under group 10; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14805/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death.  In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus.  Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:
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https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection.  People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRUUU05800Dental Services 

24/03/2021WRUUU059001598. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists paid 
a minimum of €5,000 per month by the HSE for each of the past 12 months by county associ-
ated with the provision of dental care to eligible medical card patients under the dental services 
treatment scheme. [14810/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1599 answered with Question No. 1572.

  Question No. 1600 answered with Question No. 1398.

24/03/2021WRUUU06300Legislative Measures

24/03/2021WRUUU064001601. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he plans to publish legisla-
tion amending or replacing the Dentists’ Act 1985; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14813/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Work on developing new legislation 
to replace the Dentists Act 1985 is at the early stages of preparation in my Department.  The 
Deputy will be aware that the Dentists Act has been recently amended by the Regulated Profes-
sions (Health and Social Care) (Amendment) Act 2020, which was signed into law last October.  
This large and complex Act which has been several years in development amends the legisla-
tion governing the regulation of dentists, doctors, nurses, midwives, pharmacists and a range of 
other health and social care professionals.  It introduces provisions which involve a very signifi-
cant body of work for each of the health regulators, including the Dental Council, as changes 
are being introduced across complex areas such as registration and fitness to practice.  The 
commencement of this Act is a priority and is being actively progressed by my officials in li-
aison with each of the regulators, including the Dental Council. Work on the modernisation of 
the Dentists Act in its entirety will progress once the Regulated Professions Act has been fully 
commenced.
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24/03/2021WRUUU06600Dental Services 

24/03/2021WRUUU067001602. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of children who 
have had dental treatments provided by the HSE public dental service between March 2020 and 
March 2021; and the way in which this compares with the same period in the three preceding 
years. [14814/21]

24/03/2021WRUUU06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRVVV00200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV003001603. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if there is a body of evidence 
on the use of ivermectin to reduce the incidence of Covid-19 transmission, severe disease de-
velopment or in vitro replication; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14821/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that, at the re-
quest of the NPHET, the HIQA conducted a rapid evidence review to identify studies on the 
effectiveness of (i) pharmaceutical and (ii) non-pharmaceutical interventions, in the ambula-
tory setting, aimed at reducing progression to severe disease in individuals with confirmed or 
suspected COVID-19. This evidence review included a review of relevant studies in relation to  
Ivermectin.

Low certainty or very low certainty evidence was identified in relation to a small number of 
interventions. However, the HIQA noted the low quality of the evidence available including the 
high risk of bias, small sample sizes and short durations of follow-up different trials and advised 
that results from these studies should not be used to inform decision-making with respect to 
effectiveness. 

The HIQA’s overall finding was that there is currently insufficient evidence of either ef-
fectiveness or safety to support the use of any pharmaceutical intervention in the community 
setting to reduce the risk of progression to severe disease in patients who have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 unless as part of an ongoing monitored clinical trial. Furthermore, no evidence 
was identified for the effectiveness or safety of any non-pharmaceutical intervention in the 
community setting.  

As confirmed by the HIQA’s COVID-19 Expert Advisory Group: (https://www.hiqa.ie/
sites/default/files/2021-02/Interventions-to-prevent-progression_Advice.pdf), evidence regard-
ing the effectiveness of pharmaceutical treatments intended for systemic use, must be subject 
to the highest standards of rigour. Where a pharmaceutical intervention is recommended in the 
absence of appropriate supportive evidence, there is a significant potential for harm to the pa-
tient. Whereas this risk of harm may be justified in certain circumstances (e.g. the intervention 
poses minimal risk, or the setting involves patients with high potential to gain due to almost 
certain risk of severe adverse consequences in absence of any intervention) this is less likely to 
be the case in the setting of mild disease, where a great number of otherwise well patients would 
potentially receive the intervention. 

The HIQA has also advised my Department that several international health technology 
assessment or guideline development organisations have specifically reviewed the evidence to 
date on ivermectin in COVID-19 and have cautioned or advised against the use of ivermectin 
outside the setting of clinical trials on the basis of the current evidence. The HIQA has also ad-
vised that the pharmaceutical company MSD (Merck, USA), which holds a license in the USA 
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for the use of ivermectin as an antiparasitic agent, on 4th February 2021 published a statement 
including the following: 

“It is important to note that, to-date, our analysis has identified: 

- No scientific basis for a potential therapeutic effect against COVID-19 from pre-clinical 
studies; 

- No meaningful evidence for clinical activity or clinical efficacy in patients with COV-
ID-19 disease, and;

- A concerning lack of safety data in the majority of studies. 

We do not believe that the data available support the safety and efficacy of ivermectin be-
yond the doses and populations indicated in the regulatory agency-approved prescribing infor-
mation.” 

I trust that the above information satisfactorily addresses your question.

24/03/2021WRVVV00500Medical Cards

24/03/2021WRVVV006001604. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
providing discretionary medical cards to all cancer patients at the time of their diagnosis until 
their treatment has finished; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14826/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV007001605. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of 
providing life-long medical cards for all survivors of childhood or adolescent cancers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [14827/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1604 
and 1605 together.

Under the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is based primarily 
on means. The Act obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without undue hard-
ship, to arrange general practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having 
regard to his or her overall financial position and reasonable expenditure. 

However, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to sup-
port applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the dif-
ficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. 
The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds 
the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs aris-
ing from, the social and medical impacts of an illness.

The issue of granting medical cards based on having a particular disease or illness was 
previously examined in 2014 by the HSE Expert Panel on Medical Need and Medical Card Eli-
gibility. The Group concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to 
list medical conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility. In following the Expert 
Group’s advice, a person’s means remains the main qualifier for a medical card. However, 
I also recognise that patients require a responsive and compassionate health system to meet 
their medical needs, particularly in cases of terminal illness. I am therefore pleased to confirm 
that the Government recently agreed to introduce an administrative arrangement for up to 12 
months on an interim basis, that will enable persons who have been certified by their treating 
Consultant as having a prognosis of 24 months or less, to be awarded a medical card. These ap-
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plications will not require a means assessment nor will they be reassessed.

Furthermore, since 2015 medical cards are awarded without the need of a financial assess-
ment to all children under 18 years of age with a diagnosis of cancer, for a period of five years.

With regard to the cost of providing a medical card in the manner sought, this information 
is not readily available at this time.

24/03/2021WRVVV01000Hospital Charges

24/03/2021WRVVV011001606. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if he will review the practice 
of hospitals using debt collection agencies; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that pa-
tients currently undergoing treatment for cancer and other illnesses are charged €80 per day for 
outpatient treatment and if payment is not received within 47 days this can be passed onto debt 
collection agencies; his views on whether this practice is patient centred; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14828/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The current framework is set out in the 
Health Act 1970 (as amended).  It provides that all persons ordinarily resident in the country 
are eligible, subject to certain charges, to public patient hospital services including consultant 
services. All persons, irrespective of illness or condition, accessing public in-patient (includ-
ing day case) services in a public hospital are liable for the statutory in-patient daily charge of 
€80 up to a maximum of €800 in any period of 12 consecutive months, subject to a number of 
exemptions which include:

- medical card holders;

- people receiving treatment for prescribed infectious diseases - including Coronavirus (Co-
vid-19);

- people who are subject to ‘long-stay’ charges;

- children referred for treatment from child health clinics and school board examinations;

- people who are eligible for hospital services because of EU Regulations;

- women receiving maternity services;

- children up to 6 weeks of age;

- people with hepatitis C who have a Health Amendment Card;

- people who are part of the Redress Scheme for Women Resident in Certain Institutions. 

The vision of Sláintecare is to achieve a universal single-tier health and social care system 
where everyone has equitable access to services based on need and not ability to pay.  In its 
report, the Houses of the Oireachtas Committee on the future of healthcare called for “universal 
health system accessible to all on the basis of need, free at the point of delivery (or at the low-
est possible cost)” (2017, p56). Over time, the vision is that everyone will have entitlement to 
a comprehensive range of primary, acute and social care services at no cost or at a substantially 
reduced cost and that the vast majority of this care will be provided in primary and community 
settings. 

Sláintecare Implementation Strategy & Action Plan 2021 contains the following key work-
stream in the Development of a Citizen Care Masterplan as part of its Reform Programme: 



24 March 2021

853

Addressing Health Inequalities: 

Develop policy proposals and options for achieving universal eligibility across hospital and 
community settings

The aim of this workstream is to consider the current eligibility and entitlement policies, and 
review how they align with population needs as identified in other workstreams, with a view to 
achieving universal eligibility/entitlement. The following will be considered:

- the range of services to be provided on a universal basis 

- the rationale and methodology for phased eligibility/entitlement for the services, and 

- financial mechanisms and phasing

This analysis will then inform the preferred future eligibility framework to deliver universal 
access to healthcare for decision by Government.

24/03/2021WRVVV01300Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRVVV014001607. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if he will review the reduction 
of intern positions for newly qualified doctors and maintain the 2020 number of intern positions 
to retain non-EU newly qualified doctors in addition to managing the waiting lists in hospitals 
which have grown as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [14829/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRVVV01600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV017001608. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is refusing 
to reimburse the antigen costs for nursing homes (details supplied); if so, the reason for the 
decision; if he is considering reversing this decision; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14833/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Temporary 
Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) for nursing homes was established in April 2020 to pro-
vide financial assistance to contribute towards the costs incurred by private nursing homes in 
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acting to suppress and manage COVID-19. €78.2m has been paid to date in respect of claims 
under the Scheme, which has been extended until the end of June 2021. 

The TAPS Standard Assistance Payment is eligible to be spent on costs that have arisen in 
executing a number of measures that are specific to COVID-19. All nursing home providers are 
made aware of eligible costs under TAPS. Nursing Homes are currently not reimbursed under 
the Temporary Assistance Payment Scheme for antigen tests. The current Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre guidance on this issue only provides for the use of antigen tests in certain 
locations and in limited circumstances and under the direction of the local Public Health De-
partment. This guidance can be accessed by following this link: 

https://www.hpsc.ie/az/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/guidance-
forhealthcareworkers/publichealthguidance/

24/03/2021WRVVV01900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV020001609. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when youth workers who are 
considered essential workers can expect to receive their Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14834/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.
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24/03/2021WRVVV02200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV023001610. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider 
prioritising members of An Garda Síochána for vaccinations after those who are deemed medi-
cally vulnerable have been vaccinated (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14835/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy.  

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRVVV02500Home Help Service

24/03/2021WRVVV026001611. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has had home help hours removed from them; the reason the HSE has not yet had other 
carers in to replace the last carers that finished on 8 March 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14836/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRVVV02800Paediatric Services
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24/03/2021WRVVV029001612. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the recruit-
ment of main lead paediatric pain consultant specialist roles by Children’s Health Ireland; the 
number of paediatric pain consultants employed full-time and part-time, respectively; the num-
ber of full-time and part-time paediatric pain consultant roles that are currently vacant; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14837/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRVVV03100Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRVVV032001613. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if the recently recruited 
multi-disciplinary team for children in chronic pain is currently seeing patients; if not, the rea-
son for the delay; the timeline for when they will commence seeing patients; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14838/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRVVV03400Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRVVV035001614. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
the pain relief outpatient waiting list; if Children’s Health Ireland is currently taking referrals 
for children in need of chronic pain services; if not, the length of time it has been since it took 
these referrals; the reason it has not been taking these referrals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14839/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I recognise that waiting times for sched-
uled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for patients and their 
families 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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24/03/2021WRVVV03700Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRVVV038001615. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the pain relief outpatient waiting list reports as listed on the website of 
the National Treatment Purchase Fund, collates data on waiting lists for pain relief in the age-
groups 0 to 15 and 16 to 64 years, despite the commitment by Children’s Health Ireland to treat 
chronic pain patients up to 18 years of age; if he has concerns that this current age group break-
down makes it difficult to accurately ascertain the number of children up to 18 years of age who 
are currently awaiting pain relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14840/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I recognise that waiting times for sched-
uled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for patients and their 
families 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRVVV04000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV041001616. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his plans to produce vac-
cine certificates as part of implementation planning for a Covid-19 vaccination programme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14841/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is important to differentiate between 
a vaccine certificate, the purpose of which is to provide evidence that a particular vaccine has 
been administered to a certain individual on a certain date, with the notion of an immunity 
passport which might exempt people from public health measures on the basis that the person 
is purportedly immune to SARS-CoV-2.

As well as providing a record of vaccination, vaccine certificates also facilitate follow up 
of adverse events. The HSE is planning for the production of vaccine certificates at part of its 
implementation planning for a COVID-19 vaccination programme.

Immunity passports are problematic on a number of grounds. It is not yet clear if the pro-
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posed vaccines for COVID-19 actually stop people getting the virus. It is also not clear whether 
the thresholds for protective immunity are the same in all groups e.g. older persons or those 
who are immunosuppressed. Thus, it is premature to discuss immunity passports due to the 
many uncertainties that still exist regarding immunity against the novel coronavirus. The WHO 
continues to caution governments against introducing immunity passports at this time.

On 17 March, the EU Commission published its proposal for Regulation for a Digital Green 
Certificate. This proposed regulation lays down a framework for the issuance, verification and 
acceptance of interoperable certificates to facilitate free movement. Ireland is carefully con-
sidering the proposal and its many policy, infrastructural and operational implications across a 
number of sectors and authorities.

24/03/2021WRVVV04300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV044001617. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if there have been in-
stances of healthcare workers refusing the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14842/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRVVV04600Audiology Services

24/03/2021WRVVV047001618. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if audiology services (details 
supplied) will be immediately reopened in County Kerry given the hardship it is causing pa-
tients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14844/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRVVV04900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV050001619. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of referrals to HSE 
coronavirus community assessment hubs since they began operation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14849/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRVVV05200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV053001620. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients diagnosed 
with Covid-19 who have been referred to hubs; the number of non-Covid-19 patients referred 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14850/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 
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24/03/2021WRVVV05500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV056001621. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if additional community assess-
ment hubs will be rolled out as part of the HSE Winter Plan 2020-2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [14851/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRVVV05800Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRVVV059001622. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the general practice diagnostic 
services that are in place and have been provided as part of the HSE Winter Plan 2020-2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14852/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRVVV06100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV062001623. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the locations of community as-
sessment hubs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14853/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRVVV06400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV065001624. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who were 
referred to hospital, sent to an isolation facility and that were sent home, respectively, having 
been assessed in a community hub; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [14854/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible

24/03/2021WRVVV06700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV068001625. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if information is available on the 
types of non-Covid-19 conditions that have been treated at community assessment hubs; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14855/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRVVV07000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRVVV071001626. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health if consideration is being given to 
reprioritising An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces in the vaccine allocation strategy for 
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the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14856/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy.  

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRVVV07300Health Services Funding

24/03/2021WRVVV074001627. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ex-
pedite funding and approval for patisiran Onpattro or an equivalent drug used to manage the 
condition hereditary transthyretin amyloidosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[14857/21]

24/03/2021WRVVV07500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a com-
pany must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimburse-
ment list.

Reimbursement is for licenced indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
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scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The HSE has advised that it received an application in December 2018 for the reimburse-
ment of Patisiran (Onpattro) for the treatment of hereditary transthyretin-mediated amyloidosis 
(hATTR amyloidosis) in adult patients with stage 1 or stage 2 polyneuropathy.

In January 2019, a full health technology assessment (HTA) with respect to this indication 
was commissioned by the HSE. This assessment was completed in February 2020, with the 
NCPE recommending that Patisiran not be considered for reimbursement unless cost-effective-
ness could be improved relative to existing treatments.

The HTA report with respect to Patisiran was reviewed by the HSE Drugs Group in July 
2020, along with the outputs of commercial discussions with the applicant which took place 
in May 2020, and the patient group submission received during the HTA process.  The HSE 
Drugs Group requested patient and clinician input via the Rare Diseases Technology Review 
Committee (RDTRC) to assist the group in making its recommendation to the HSE Executive 
Management Team (EMT) regarding reimbursement of Patisiran.

The RDTRC convened on 24 September and reviewed the clinical data previously submit-
ted as part of the established pricing and reimbursement process. The Committee also heard 
from Consultants involved in the specialist management of patients with hATTR amyloidosis.

The RDTRC continued its review of Patisiran at its subsequent meeting on 5 November 
which included patient input on the impact of hATTR amyloidosis.

Following these meetings, the Committee finalised a statement summarising the clinician 
and patient engagement on Patisiran. This was received by the HSE Drugs Group on 26 No-
vember.

The HSE has advised that it met with the applicant company in December 2020 and in early 
January 2021 for further discussions and deliberations on the pricing position.

At its January 2021 meeting, the HSE Drugs Group reviewed all the relevant documenta-
tion concerning the application, including information provided by the RDTRC. The HSE has 
advised that, having considered all of the criteria of which is obliged to take account, the HSE 
Drugs Group was unable to recommend in favour of reimbursement.

The decision-making authority in the HSE is the HSE EMT. The HSE EMT decides on the 
basis of all the demands with which it is faced (across all services) whether it can fund a new 
medicine, or new uses of an existing medicine, from the resources that have been provided to it 
in line with the 2013 Health Act.

The HSE has confirmed that it issued notice to the applicant company of the proposed deci-
sion of the EMT not to support reimbursement of Patisiran on 9 February.

Where the HSE EMT has considered a recommendation of non-reimbursement from the 
HSE Drugs Group and proposes to accept such a recommendation, the HSE is legally required 
(in line with the 2013 Health Act) to set out in detail a notice of any proposed decision to an 
applicant company.

The HSE is also legally required in such circumstances to provide at least a 28-day period 
(from the formal written notice of proposal) to enable an applicant company to consider the 
proposal not to reimburse and to make representations to the HSE. The HSE is legally required 
to consider any such representations in advance of a formal decision.
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The HSE advises that the applicant company submitted representations on the 5 March 2021 
in response to the EMT’s proposed decision. The HSE Drugs Group will review these represen-
tations before making a recommendation to the HSE EMT on the basis of all of the available 
evidence, in line with the 2013 Health Act.

The application for the reimbursement of Patisiran remains under consideration with the 
HSE. As decision-making authority, the HSE EMT will, following receipt of the outcome of 
the HSE Drugs Group’s deliberations, make a decision on whether Patisiran will be reimbursed.

24/03/2021WRWWW00200Dental Services 

24/03/2021WRWWW003001628. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will consider outsourcing 
public dental services to private practices in order to lessen waiting times of over seven years 
for youth orthodontic treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14858/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.   

24/03/2021WRWWW00500Mental Health Policy

24/03/2021WRWWW006001629. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if the National Imple-
mentation and Monitoring Committee Steering Committee has met since 15 January 2021; if 
so, when the minutes of the most recent meeting will be made available; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14860/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): To date, the 
NIMC Steering Committee has met on 11 December 2020, 15 January 2021 and 12 February 
2021, with meetings scheduled to take place every month. 

In March, the NIMC met over two (half) days on 11 and 12 March 2021. These meetings 
were set up for the NIMC to examine, in some detail, its role and function, and were not usual 
business meetings. The NIMC did not review the minutes of the February meeting at this time-
this will be done at the meeting scheduled in April.

The next business meeting of the NIMC Steering Committee is scheduled for 9 April 2021. 

Minutes of meetings are usually submitted for approval at the next subsequent meeting 
(with the above detailed exception) and then they are published. The December and January 
minutes have been published on the Department’s website and it is envisaged that the February 
minutes will be published after the April meeting. 

24/03/2021WRWWW00800Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRWWW009001630. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of medical as-
sessments for primary medical certificate applications that have taken place to date in 2021; the 
number that have taken place by county to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14866/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
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comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.  

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D..  Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which 
provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation,  the  Minister for Health, Stephen Don-
nelly, T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 
2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19.  Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments.  The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRWWW01100Healthcare Reimbursement Agreements

24/03/2021WRWWW012001631. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health the status of the 
prospective reimbursement of a drug (details supplied) following the finalisation of the Nation-
al Centre for Pharmacoeconomics assessment process; if the HSE has commenced negotiations 
with the pharmaceutical company; if meetings have been held on same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14870/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRWWW01400Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRWWW015001632. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an operation will be car-
ried out for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14871/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
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ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRWWW01700Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRWWW018001633. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if persons on com-
bined therapies and at very high risk are within group 4 on the vaccination schedule; and if not, 
when they will receive the vaccine. [14879/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy.  

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

In relation to the categories of very high risk and high risk conditions, this list is not exhaus-
tive. It may also include people who have been classed as at very high risk, based on clinical 
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judgement and an assessment of need. It is recommended that the individuals concerned discuss 
this with their treating physician who is in the best position to give appropriate advice.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

  Question No. 1634 answered with Question No. 1296.

24/03/2021WRWWW02100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRWWW022001635. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a mat-
ter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14886/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRWWW02400Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRWWW025001636. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if he will bring forward 
plans to ensure that the backlog of assessments for primary medical certificates is addressed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14894/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.  

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D..  Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which 
provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation,  the  Minister for Health, Stephen Don-
nelly, T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 
2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19. Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments.  The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.
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24/03/2021WRWWW02700Drug Treatment Programmes

24/03/2021WRWWW028001637. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of establish-
ing a needle exchange service. [14897/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW029001638. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of staffing 
and running a needle exchange service. [14898/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1637 and 1638 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRWWW03200Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRWWW033001639. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1366 of 8 September 2020, when a person (details supplied) in County Meath 
will receive a surgery appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14900/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular matter raised, I understand that the HSE replied to the Deputy’s 
original query on 21 September I will now ask them to provide an update a soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRWWW03500Primary Care Centres



24 March 2021

867

24/03/2021WRWWW036001640. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the status of the establish-
ment of a primary care centre in Millstreet, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14901/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE has responsibility for the 
provision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Pri-
mary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRWWW03800HSE Staff

24/03/2021WRWWW039001641. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health the reason a pay and conditions 
employment package was agreed for a person (details supplied); when this decision was made; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14925/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am advised by my officials that the 
pay and conditions employment package referred to by the Deputy was not agreed for any indi-
vidual. Rather it was agreed for a position which was advertised through an open competition 
in accordance with the Code of Practice for Appointments to the Civil and Public Service. 

The package offered in December 2018 had due regard to the need to attract sufficient can-
didates of a necessary calibre for this challenging and strategically important role, and the fact 
that the existing approved remuneration package had not attracted sufficient interest from suit-
able candidates for the position. 

The recruitment package is commensurate with the importance of the role. Approval for the 
package to be offered was received from the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform on 
17th December 2018.  

The contract of employment was completed on the 2nd April 2019 and was within the pa-
rameters set out in the approval letter of 17th December 2018.

24/03/2021WRWWW04100Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRWWW042001642. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to employ a full-
time pain consultant for children with chronic pain; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14942/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRWWW04400Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRWWW045001643. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients seen 
by multidisciplinary teams over the past three months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14943/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.
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24/03/2021WRWWW04700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRWWW048001644. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if statistics on the level of commu-
nity transmission continue to be published and publicly available; the latest community trans-
mission rate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14944/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible

24/03/2021WRWWW05000Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRWWW051001645. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the reason the pension 
of a person who has retired from the HSE will be reduced should they commence work on the 
vaccination programme given that they can commence work under an agency at double the cost 
to the HSE and retain all of their pension while doing so; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14945/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Public Service Pensions (Single 
Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012 provides that pension abatement may apply where a 
retired public servant, who is in receipt of a public service pension, is rehired by a public service 
body. 

Pension abatement does not apply in the case of re-employment outside the public service.

24/03/2021WRWWW05300Abortion Services

24/03/2021WRWWW054001646. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health further to parliamentary ques-
tion No. 1021 of 3 March 2021, if the safe access to termination of pregnancy Bill outlined in 
the legislation programme spring session 2021 has been put on hold, deferred or abandoned as 
indicated in his reply; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14963/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW055001915. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the date to which his Department 
is working towards to introduce the safe access to the termination of pregnancy services Bill; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15906/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1646 
and 1915 together.

Ensuring access to termination of pregnancy services remains an ongoing priority for the 
Department of Health, as may be seen in the commitments set out in the Programme for Gov-
ernment Our Shared Future (2020). 

As I set out previously, it was originally intended to provide for safe access to termination 
of pregnancy services in the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018. How-
ever, a number of legal issues were identified which necessitated further consideration. Since 
services under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 commenced in 
January 2019, there has been a limited number of reports of protests or other actions relating 
to termination of pregnancy.  This is an extremely positive development, suggesting that ter-
mination of pregnancy services have bedded in relatively smoothly to date and are becoming a 
normal part of the Irish healthcare system, in line with Government policy. 

However, where problems do arise with protests outside healthcare services, there is exist-
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ing public order legislation in place to protect people accessing services, employees working in 
the service and local residents. The Department of Health has previously liaised with An Garda 
Síochána around safe access to termination of pregnancy services, and the Garda National Pro-
tective Services Bureau issued a notice to all Garda Stations raising awareness about the issue. 
The notice directed that any protests be monitored, and breaches of existing law dealt with. The 
Department has provided information on existing public order and other relevant legislation to 
the HSE for appropriate distribution.  

Services for termination of pregnancy under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Preg-
nancy) Act 2018 have continued to function during the COVID-19 pandemic. There is regular 
ongoing engagement between my Department and the HSE to facilitate the smooth-running of 
the service and to resolve any issues that may arise.

24/03/2021WRWWW05700Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRWWW058001647. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the status of surgery for a per-
son (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14969/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRWWW06000Medical Qualifications

24/03/2021WRWWW061001648. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the average waiting times 
for first time Medical Council applications for general registration by non-EU applicants in 
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each of the years 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 from the time an application is made to the 
time a final decision is made; the average waiting times for first time Medical Council applica-
tions for general registration by applicants from the EU in the same period from the time an 
application is made to the time a final decision is made; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14970/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All medical practitioners who have ob-
tained their professional qualifications outside of Ireland must have their qualifications recog-
nised before they are eligible for registration with the Medical Council. Directive 2005/36/
EC applies to all EU/EEA nationals wishing to practise a regulated profession in a Member 
State other than that in which they obtained their professional qualifications, and provides for 
the automatic recognition of qualifications for certain health professionals, including medical 
practitioners. There is no system of automatic recognition for non-EU/EEA qualifications, with 
such qualifications being assessed on a case by case basis.

Registration with the Medical Council involves firstly, the assessment of an application to 
determine if a doctor is eligible for registration, and secondly, the activation of registration.  
Upon receipt of an application for registration, the Medical Council undertakes an initial as-
sessment to ensure that all required documentation has been submitted. The formal assessment 
of an application commences when all of the required documentation has been received by the 
Council. Accordingly, the average wait times provided below are reflective of correctly pre-
sented applications, i.e. from the point that all required documentation has been received.

The average wait time for first time EU/EEA applications for general registration was 4 
weeks in 2019 and 4 – 6 weeks in both 2020 and 2021. In respect of first time non-EU/EEA 
applications for general registration, the average wait time was 2 – 6 weeks in 2019 and 4 – 12 
weeks in both 2020 and 2021. 

There are a number of challenges which are impacting on turn around times for first time 
applications for general registration. The main contributory factor to delays in processing times 
is the failure of applicants to submit all of the required documentation necessary for registra-
tion. Until all required documentation has been received it not possible to commence the formal 
assessment of, and subsequently finalise, an application. 

There are a number of reasons why it may be difficult for applicants to submit all of the re-
quired documentation necessary for registration. Covid-19 has also had a significant impact on 
this, whereby some medical schools and training bodies are closed, or working remotely, which 
has resulted in delays in issuing documentation, and in responding to requests for verification 
of credentials. The Medical Council receives a very high number of applications from doctors 
qualified in Pakistan, and over the past 18 months or so, the Pakistan Medical Council has been 
shut down on a number of occasions for extended periods. These closures have adversely im-
pacted on the ability of such applicants to obtain necessary registration documents. 

The Medical Council makes every effort to assist applicants seeking registration and, in 
2020, extended the timeframe for applicants to submit outstanding required documentation. In 
addition, when a non-EU/EEA applicant informs the Medical Council that they have a job offer, 
the Council makes every effort to expedite the application.

24/03/2021WRWWW06300Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRWWW064001649. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the clini-
cal care pathway for treatment of endometriosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[14973/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRWWW06600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRWWW067001650. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if charges apply to patients 
who require post-Covid-19 medical assessment reviews and are transferred from public hos-
pitals to private hospitals for this review; the charges for a patient with a medical card, with 
health insurance and without health insurance, respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14974/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Act 1970 (as amended) pro-
vides that all persons ordinarily resident in the State are eligible, subject to certain charges, to 
public in-patient hospital services including consultant services.   All persons, accessing public 
in-patient (including day case) services in a public hospital are liable for the statutory in-patient 
daily charge of €80 up to a maximum of €800 in any period of 12 consecutive months, subject 
to a number of exemptions which include:

 - medical card holders;

 - people receiving treatment for prescribed infectious diseases;

 - people who are subject to ‘long-stay’ charges;

 -  children referred for treatment from child health clinics and school board examinations;

 - people who are eligible for hospital services because of EU Regulations;

 - women receiving maternity services;

 - children up to 6 weeks of age;

 - people with hepatitis C who have a Health Amendment Card;

 - people who are part of the Redress Scheme for Women Resident in Certain Institutions.

Where care is provided in the public hospital system in an outpatient setting (other than 
services provided in certain designated centres including an Emergency Department or Minor 
Injury Unit) no charge is liable.

In relation to the Private Hospital Agreement in the context of Covid-19 it specifically al-
lows for the treatment of urgent and time critical patients in the context of a surge. As such, 
when metrics indicate that the system is no longer ‘in surge’, the private hospital deal and as-
sociated payment/financial arrangements, are no longer in place. In that regard a post-Covid 
assessment is not considered to fall under the terms of the current Safety Net arrangement with 
the private hospitals and therefore the issue of patient charges in a private hospital should not 
arise.

24/03/2021WRWWW06900Nursing Home Accommodation

24/03/2021WRWWW070001651. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the latest projected timetable for 
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the delivery of the new St. Conlon’s nursing home, Nenagh, County Tipperary; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [14976/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

24/03/2021WRWWW07200Home Help Service

24/03/2021WRWWW073001652. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding the responsibilities of home help staff (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [14977/21]

24/03/2021WRWWW07400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRXXX00200Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRXXX003001653. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding ac-
cess to services for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14979/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRXXX00500Healthcare Reimbursement Agreements

24/03/2021WRXXX006001654. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if he plans to extend the reim-
bursement of costs by the HSE of the electronic blood glucose monitoring system FreeStyle Li-
bre to all persons with type 1 diabetes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14980/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRXXX00800HSE Data

24/03/2021WRXXX009001655. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of premature 
births to date in 2021; the number in the previous ten years; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14984/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible

24/03/2021WRXXX01100Hospital Staff
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24/03/2021WRXXX012001656. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans to pay student 
nurses and midwives; when the second review of the first report on pandemic pay will be con-
ducted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14987/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There are two different categories of 
placement for nursing and midwifery students. The first is a supernumerary placement for 1st, 
2nd, 3rd and 4th year students in their first semester with a healthcare provider, where students 
are not counted within the funded staffing allocation. Fundamentally, nursing and midwifery 
students, while on supernumerary clinical placements (which refers to the students being sur-
plus to the rostered complement of nurses or midwives while on placement) are being educated. 
In line with Directive 2013/55/EU, this education is carried out on the frontline, as part of a 
team, across the wide variety of care settings and under supervision. That supervision is pro-
vided by qualified, experienced nurses and midwives called preceptors. Those student nurses 
and midwives can claim vouched travel and accommodation allowances to support them while 
undergoing such placements in line with HSE Circular 09/2004.

I fully support the continued protection of the student nurse/midwife programme of which 
supernumerary placements are a key component. Changing the supernumerary status of those 
placements to that of an employee would remove those educational protections that enable such 
students to learn, unencumbered by an employment contract.

The second category of placement is a 36-week internship for final-year student nurses and 
midwives, for which they are considered a 0.5 Whole Time Equivalent member of the work-
force and for which they are already paid a salary. Following a 2% pay increase on 1 October 
2020, the annualised salary for this group is now €21,749 (or €10.72 per hour) for general nurs-
ing and midwifery students and €22,229 (€10.96 per hour) for psychiatric nursing students. I 
also fully support the continuation of the paid work internship programme in fourth year that is 
in place for student nurses and midwives.

I know that the pandemic has presented challenges to student nurses and midwives to con-
tinue with such placements. In recognising this and to further assist student nurses and mid-
wives while on clinical placement, I appointed Professor Tom Collins to carry out an indepen-
dent review of clinical placement allowances and I received his report on 31 December 2020. 
The key recommendation in his Report is to implement a ‘Pandemic Placement Grant’ of €100 
for each supernumerary placement week during the pandemic. I am keen to progress this ad-
ditional support, with the agreement of key stakeholder groups involved in education, nursing, 
and midwifery. Engagement is ongoing with the representative unions on this matter and I am 
hopeful agreement can be reached shortly.

A second, longer-term review is also planned to examine the existing accommodation and 
travel allowances payable to student nurses and midwives on supernumerary clinical placement, 
and pay for 4th-year nurses and midwives on paid internship placement. Preparatory work has 
commenced on this review. My Department are currently engaging with the stakeholders, in-
cluding the trade unions, on finalising the terms of reference for this review and I look forward 
to that review progressing with its work soon.

24/03/2021WRXXX01400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRXXX015001657. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) must wait so long to receive the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14989/21]
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24/03/2021WRXXX016001674. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he has engaged with the 
HSE in respect of vaccinating on patrol and-or front-line gardaí against Covid-19 in view of 
their role in enforcing regulations and by virtue of face to face and-or close contact with persons 
during the course of their work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15097/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX017001747. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health his plans to change the status 
of members of An Garda Síochána within the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out schedule given their 
important front-line role; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15300/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX018001752. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if he will consider prioritising 
members of An Garda Síochána for vaccination given a number of recent high profile breaches 
of Covid-19 restrictions in which members of An Garda Síochána have been on the front-line 
at the events; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15315/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1657, 
1674, 1747 and 1752 together.

On the 23rd of February 2021, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Al-
location Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRXXX02000Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRXXX021001658. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when sleep apnoea clinics will 
reopen for screenings and assessments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14995/21]
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24/03/2021WRXXX02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

In relation to the particular query raised, concerning, when sleep apnoea clinics will reopen 
for screenings and assessments, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRXXX02300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRXXX024001659. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to expe-
dite the vaccination of special educational staff who work and teach some of the most vulner-
able children in the special education sector (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14996/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX025001662. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ex-
pedite the vaccination of special educational staff who work and teach some of the most vul-
nerable children in the special education sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15016/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1659 
and 1662 together.

On the 23rd of February 2021, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Al-
location Strategy.  

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/ 
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The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRXXX02700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRXXX028001660. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the admission policy under 
various levels in the COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The Path Ahead of patients 
and parents to bespoke outdoor gardens and areas in hospitals with specific reference to Chil-
dren’s Health Ireland, Crumlin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15002/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRXXX03000Disabilities Assessments

24/03/2021WRXXX031001661. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the 
circumstances regarding the assessment of needs in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15006/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

  Question No. 1662 answered with Question No. 1659.

24/03/2021WRXXX03400Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRXXX035001663. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the position regarding section 
56 and section 59 workers; if they will receive pay restoration in line with their section 39 col-
leagues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15019/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The WRC agreements reached in Oc-
tober 2018 and December 2020 in relation to pay restoration refer only to organisations which 
are funded under section 39 of the Health Act 2004.  This means that agencies who are funded 
under Section 56 of the Child and Family Agency Act 2013 are not part of this agreement. 

Any information sought on section 56 agencies funded under the Child and Family Agency 
Act 2013   should be directed to the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth.
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24/03/2021WRXXX03700Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRXXX038001664. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when section 39 workers at 
an organisation (details supplied) will receive pay restoration. [15022/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): An agreement was reached by parties at 
the Workplace Relations Commission in October 2018, in relation to a process of pay restora-
tion for staff employed by 50 pilot section 39 agencies.  Pay restoration commenced in April 
2019 with an annual pay increase of up to €1,000.  Any outstanding balance would be paid in 
two equal amounts in 2020 and 2021, if due.

The agreement reached at the WRC noted that some organisations (approximately 250) 
which did not form part of the pilot phase are also likely to have pay restoration issues.  It stated 
that a process of engagement to address this would commence in 2019.  It is the organisations 
who were identified in that initial agreement reached at the WRC in 2018 that are included in 
this final phase of pay restoration. 

Since late 2019, there was a number of meetings between the parties at the WRC, in rela-
tion to this final phase.  The HSE have been costing this next phase of pay restoration and have 
asked those eligible 250 organisations, who were included as part of the WRC agreement, to 
submit an application which will be subject to assessment and verification by the HSE. 

I can confirm that following engagement at the Workplace Relations Commission in early 
December, the parties reached an agreement in relation to the 250 organisations.  A payment 
arrangement consisting of three phases was agreed with the first two payments to be made in 
2021. 

I can confirm that Prosper Fingal is an organisation that is included in this final phase of pay 
restoration.

24/03/2021WRXXX04000Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRXXX041001665. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the organisations and the 
number of workers in each in State-funded health and social care organisation which have 
not received pay restoration in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15024/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1666 answered with Question No. 1354.

24/03/2021WRXXX04400Sexually Transmitted Infections

24/03/2021WRXXX045001667. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the number of existing 
PrEP users attending the gay men’s health service from November 2019, in 2020 and to date in 
2021, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15028/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX046001668. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
currently registered as being eligible for free PrEP treatment; the way the HSE maintains con-
tact with such persons during the period of the gay men’s health service being closed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15029/21]
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24/03/2021WRXXX04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1667 and 1668 together.

The roll-out of the national PrEP programme was a significant landmark in the implementa-
tion of the National Sexual Health Strategy, 2015-2020. The PrEP programme was launched 
in November 2019 and funding of €5.4 million was secured in 2020, including allocations for 
the recruitment of additional staff. The roll-out of the programme continues in 2021. Whilst the 
PrEP programme remains fully funded, implementation has been impacted as a result of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

All health services, including STI/HIV/PrEP services, are continuing to face constraints, 
resulting from the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. These include attendance by appointment 
only, or online as a result of the need to maintain social distancing, and the necessary redeploy-
ment of personnel to diverse COVID-19 related duties, which include testing, contact tracing, 
vaccination and front-line patient care.

However, despite Covid-19 related restrictions, the national PrEP programme has continued 
to expand and over 2,000 individuals, mostly gay men, are currently registered.  Phone lines, 
the GMHS website and other resources such as www.man2man.ie and www.sexualwellbeing.
ie are regularly updated to reflect current service delivery and to signpost users to the HSE list 
of approved PrEP services. 

Needless to say, funding remains in place for the national PrEP programme and it is hoped 
that this service can be delivered to its full potential and developed further, once pandemic re-
lated constraints on the health service as a whole can be reduced safely. 

A phased re-opening and reintroduction of STI services, including PrEP, has been under 
way in the Gay Men’s Health Service (GMHS) since January, 2021.  The Consultant in Infec-
tious Diseases (GMHS and GUIDE Clinic, St James’s Hospital) and other doctors are providing 
virtual consultations, and PrEP service users attend GMHS for STI screening and blood testing. 
Those with diagnosed STIs or requiring Hepatitis and/or HPV vaccine continue to be treated in 
GMHS also. The recruitment of permanent staff is progressing, with administrative staff in post 
and IT expansion underway. In summary, GMHS is continuing to reinstate services on a phased 
basis in line with the HSE’s Safe Return to Work Guide.

With regard to the detailed statistical data sought, as this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRXXX04900Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRXXX050001669. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the number of children on the 
waiting list for pain management treatment at the paediatric chronic pain clinic in CHI, Dublin; 
the average waiting time for such specialist services; if new referrals for treatment are being ac-
cepted by the service; if not, when the service ceased taking new referrals; the steps being taken 
to address this issue; the reason for the delay in doing same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15083/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I recognise that waiting times for sched-
uled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for patients and their 
families 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
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are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRXXX05200Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRXXX053001670. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the number of staff members 
that have been recruited to the multidisciplinary pain teams in CHI, Dublin in the past three 
months; the number of patients that have been seen; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15084/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRXXX05500Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRXXX056001671. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the assistance available for a per-
son (details supplied) to access the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15092/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRXXX05800Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRXXX059001672. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of claims lodged 
with the CervicalCheck tribunal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15095/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following a pause in the steps towards 
full establishment of the CervicalCheck Tribunal, to allow for discussions with the 221+ Patient 
Representative Group about the Tribunal and CervicalCheck Cases generally, the establishment 
of the Tribunal was finalised with the appointment of the nominated members with effect from 
1 December 2020. The Tribunal has been in a position to carry out its work since that date.
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I requested an update from the Tribunal with regard to the number of claims lodged to 
date and the Tribunal has confirmed to me that as of 22 March 2021, no claims have been 
lodged with the Tribunal. 

Earlier this year I sought an update from the CervicalCheck Tribunal in respect of the work 
undertaken since its establishment. On 5 February 2021, the Tribunal Chairperson submitted 
a report to me setting out that a number of inquiries have been made with the Tribunal by po-
tential claimants and legal representatives. The queries received pertained to transferring cases, 
time limits for the filing of claims and queries concerning online forms for the processing of 
claims.  I understand that queries continue to be received by the Tribunal.

The Tribunal remains the most appropriate venue to hear and determine CervicalCheck 
claims. It has been specifically designed for that purpose. It is, of course, entirely up to eligible 
women as to whether or not they use it.

24/03/2021WRXXX06100Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRXXX062001673. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of women cur-
rently involved in court cases, litigation and negotiation with the HSE regarding the alleged 
misreading of their smear tests from the CervicalCheck screening programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15096/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has 
a statutory remit to manage personal injury claims on behalf of Delegated State Authorities 
including the Health Service Executive. The State Claims Agency has provided me with the 
following information, in respect of the Deputy’s question.

The below information has been extracted from the National Incident Management System 
(NIMS) and is accurate as of 16/03/2020. To date, 207 claims have been received from women 
regarding the alleged misreading of their smear tests and a further 49 claims have been received 
from family members/dependents. Of the 256 claims, proceedings have been issued in respect 
of 190 of these claims. To date, 31 claims have been concluded.

  Question No. 1674 answered with Question No. 1657.

24/03/2021WRXXX06500Covid-19 Tests

24/03/2021WRXXX066001675. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if antigen testing was in-
cluded as a cost which could be reimbursed under the Covid-19 temporary assistance payment 
scheme for nursing homes; if these costs will be reimbursed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15098/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Temporary 
Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) for nursing homes was established in April 2020 to pro-
vide financial assistance to contribute towards the costs incurred by private nursing homes in 
acting to suppress and manage COVID-19. €78.2m has been paid to date in respect of claims 
under the Scheme, which has been extended until the end of June 2021.

The TAPS Standard Assistance Payment is eligible to be spent on costs that have arisen in 
executing a number of measures that are specific to COVID-19. Nursing Homes are currently 
not reimbursed under the Temporary Assistance Payment Scheme for antigen tests. The cur-
rent Health Protection Surveillance Centre guidance on this issue only provides for the use of 
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antigen tests in certain locations, in limited circumstances and under the direction of the local 
Public Health Department. This guidance can be accessed by following this link: 

https://www.hpsc.ie/az/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/guidance-
forhealthcareworkers/publichealthguidance/

24/03/2021WRXXX06800Occupational Therapy

24/03/2021WRXXX069001676. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health his views on the way children 
that are receiving CAMHS services in north County Tipperary but are unable to access occupa-
tional therapy services due to a lack of a physical room; his views on whether such a situation 
is acceptable; the waiting times for same in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; his 
views on the lack of a physical room for occupational therapy services at CAMHS in Nenagh, 
County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15099/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRXXX07100Speech and Language Therapy

24/03/2021WRXXX072001677. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the number of children cur-
rently on the waiting list for speech and language therapy by county in 2019, 2020 and to date 
in 2021; and his views on the situation of children that are in need of a multidisciplinary team 
approach occupational therapy, speech and language therapy and so on that cannot access them 
due to the Covid-19 crisis. [15100/21]

24/03/2021WRXXX07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRYYY00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRYYY003001678. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health his views on families having 
to access private autism spectrum disorder, ASD, assessments for children before they will be 
considered for treatment at CAMHS services; his views on the way one family in north County 
Tipperary is unable to get access for their six-year-old child with ADHD to occupational therapy 
services with CAMHS due to the fact they have no physical room for them to work in; the rea-
son therapists are not in a position to provide the service to the child in question, who is in need 
of a multidisciplinary team approach; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15101/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRYYY00500Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRYYY006001679. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if he will initiate a formal audit 
of nursing home mortality since the beginning of the Covid-19 vaccination roll-out in both pri-
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vate and public nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15102/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): In 2020, in the 
early stages of the pandemic, a once off census of mortality in older peoples services, disability 
and mental health facilities was conducted, which indicated that deaths in settings such as Older 
Peoples Services were being reported promptly and comprehensively through the standard pro-
cess of reporting deaths to the Health Protection Surveillance Centre.

As of February 2020, under the Infectious Diseases (Amendment) Regulations 2020, all 
medical practitioners are required to notify the Medical Officer of Health in the HSE of certain 
diseases, including Covid-19.

The case definition for COVID-19 in Ireland has been updated routinely during the pan-
demic, in accordance with European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) guid-
ance and updates.

Deaths related to COVID-19 are classified as follows:

- Deaths in confirmed COVID-19 case: A death in a person with laboratory confirmation 
of COVID-19 infection, irrespective of clinical signs and symptoms (including post mortem).

- Deaths in probable COVID-19 case: A death in a person with probable COVID-19 infec-
tion as described in the COVID-19 case definition.

- Deaths in possible/suspect COVID-19 case: See below scenarios for possible/suspect cas-
es which should be reported as COVID-19 deaths.

- All deaths in patients suspected of having COVID-19 i.e. patients with symptoms clini-
cally compatible with COVID-19 illness. These suspect cases may or may not have been tested 
for COVID-19 prior to death. These possible COVID-19 deaths include patients with pending 
COVID-19 laboratory results.

- All unexplained deaths/sudden deaths in residential facilities with a confirmed/suspected 
COVID-19 cluster/outbreak of illness unless there is a clear alternative cause of death that can-
not be related to COVID-19 disease (e.g. trauma).

Finally, nursing home providers are required to notify the Chief Inspector of HIQA, the in-
dependent regulator, about unexpected deaths in their services. These notifications, along with 
all relevant statutory notifications to the Chief Inspector, are assessed and risk-rated to deter-
mine if any regulatory actions are required. These notifications are an important component of 
the ongoing regulatory oversight of nursing home.

24/03/2021WRYYY00800Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRYYY009001680. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if his Department is monitoring 
and recording the number of deaths in long-term care facilities following administration of the 
Covid-19 vaccine; and if there is an increase in the confirmed deaths of persons aged over 65 
in these settings. [15103/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Authorised vaccines are subject to on-
going monitoring in Ireland by the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

Information on national and global safety monitoring experience, including reviews of 
deaths following vaccination are included in the HPRA and EMA updates published on the 
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respective websites.

The HPRA follows up on reports of suspected adverse reactions received from Healthcare 
professionals and members of the public through the voluntary reporting system, including any 
deaths notified following vaccination.

24/03/2021WRYYY01100Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRYYY012001681. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if he will enlist the expertise and 
global logistical contacts of pharma and medical companies in Ireland to accelerate the supply 
of vaccines to Ireland. [15107/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is participating in a Procurement 
Exercise being operated by the European Commission on behalf of Member States to procure 
suitable, safe and effective vaccines, in sufficient quantities, to combat COVID-19. Six APAs 
have been negotiated by the Commission under this process to date, of which Ireland is partici-
pating in five.

Government approval has been obtained to opt-into a sixth, but this is conditional on certain 
trial progression criteria being met.

Ireland has opted-in to pro rata allocation of BioNTech / Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. 
Ireland has also secured additional doses of the BioNTech / Pfizer vaccine via options and top 
up contracts, which will bring the current total of BioNTech / Pfizer doses secured to approxi-
mately 6.5 million doses. Ireland has also signalled interest in obtaining 1.64 million additional 
doses of the Moderna vaccine. Ireland now expects to receive a total of 1.1 million doses 
of three of the four approved vaccines (Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, AstraZeneca) from the start 
of the vaccination programme to the end of March.

Ireland has signalled its solidarity with the EU approach and has, through its participation, 
gained access to a broad range of vaccines that it might not otherwise have access to, and at the 
cost agreed collectively by the EU.

The only substantive limitation on the pace of implementation will be supply. As more vac-
cines are approved and arrive, the delivery schedule will change.

24/03/2021WRYYY01400Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRYYY015001682. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 749 of 3 June 2020, the status of recruitment for the CHI paediatric complex pain 
management service; the current staffing composition of the service; the funded staffing com-
position of the service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15108/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRYYY01700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRYYY018001683. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans for the use of iver-
mectin in the treatment of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15109/21]
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24/03/2021WRYYY01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that, at the re-
quest of the NPHET, the HIQA conducted a rapid evidence review to identify studies on the 
effectiveness of (i) pharmaceutical and (ii) non-pharmaceutical interventions, in the ambula-
tory setting, aimed at reducing progression to severe disease in individuals with confirmed or 
suspected COVID-19. This evidence review included a review of relevant studies in relation to 
Ivermectin.

Low certainty or very low certainty evidence was identified in relation to a small number of 
interventions. However, the HIQA noted the low quality of the evidence available including the 
high risk of bias, small sample sizes and short durations of follow-up different trials and advised 
that results from these studies should not be used to inform decision-making with respect to 
effectiveness. 

The HIQA’s overall finding was that there is currently insufficient evidence of either ef-
fectiveness or safety to support the use of any pharmaceutical intervention in the community 
setting to reduce the risk of progression to severe disease in patients who have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 unless as part of an ongoing monitored clinical trial. Furthermore, no evidence 
was identified for the effectiveness or safety of any non-pharmaceutical intervention in the 
community setting.  

As confirmed by the HIQA’s COVID-19 Expert Advisory Group: (https://www.hiqa.ie/
sites/default/files/2021-02/Interventions-to-prevent-progression_Advice.pdf), evidence regard-
ing the effectiveness of pharmaceutical treatments intended for systemic use, must be subject 
to the highest standards of rigour. Where a pharmaceutical intervention is recommended in the 
absence of appropriate supportive evidence, there is a significant potential for harm to the pa-
tient. Whereas this risk of harm may be justified in certain circumstances (e.g. the intervention 
poses minimal risk, or the setting involves patients with high potential to gain due to almost 
certain risk of severe adverse consequences in absence of any intervention) this is less likely to 
be the case in the setting of mild disease, where a great number of otherwise well patients would 
potentially receive the intervention. 

The HIQA has also advised my Department that several international health technology 
assessment or guideline development organisations have specifically reviewed the evidence to 
date on ivermectin in COVID-19 and have cautioned or advised against the use of ivermectin 
outside the setting of clinical trials on the basis of the current evidence. The HIQA has also ad-
vised that the pharmaceutical company MSD (Merck, USA), which holds a license in the USA 
for the use of ivermectin as an antiparasitic agent, on 4th February 2021 published a statement 
including the following: 

“It is important to note that, to-date, our analysis has identified: 

-  No scientific basis for a potential therapeutic effect against COVID-19 from pre-clinical 
studies; 

-  No meaningful evidence for clinical activity or clinical efficacy in patients with CO-
VID-19 disease, and;

-  A concerning lack of safety data in the majority of studies. 

We do not believe that the data available support the safety and efficacy of ivermectin be-
yond the doses and populations indicated in the regulatory agency-approved prescribing infor-
mation.” 

I trust that the above information satisfactorily addresses your question.
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24/03/2021WRYYY02000Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRYYY021001684. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of vehicles owned 
or leased and operated by his Department and agencies and semi-State companies under his re-
mit, broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE vehicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, 
diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15122/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has no vehicles owned 
or leased. In relation to vehicles owned or leased by the HSE I have forwarded your query to 
the HSE and asked that they respond directly to you on this.

Details for other bodies under the aegis of my Department are operational matters for the 
bodies concerned and the Deputy should contact the relevant Director/CEO/Registrar directly.

24/03/2021WRYYY02300Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRYYY024001685. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of waiting 
times on surgery waiting lists in Ennis General Hospital, County Clare, for elective and non-
elective surgeries; his plans to help reduce the waiting times; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15137/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such as the 
use of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative out-
patient settings.

The work of the HSE to improve access to elective care and reduce waiting times for pa-
tients is supported by the National Treatment Purchase Fund. This included increased use of 
private hospitals, funding weekend and evening work in public hospitals, funding “see and 
treat” services where minor procedures are provided at the same time as outpatient consulta-
tions, funding hybrid services where public and private hospitals contribute to the treatment of 
patients, virtual clinics and clinical validation.

€240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, €210m of which 
has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF). This will be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result 
of measures taken in the context of Covid-19, as well as to address waiting lists.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the information requested by the Deputy, the National Treatment Purchase 
Fund (NTPF) advises that the published waiting list reports on Inpatient and Day Case Proce-
dures (IPDC) relate to elective or scheduled surgery, and they do not hold waiting list data for 
non-elective or emergency surgery. 

The IPDC waiting list at the end of February for Ennis General Hospital is outlined in the 
attached document. The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) publishes the Inpatient 
and Day Case (IPDC) waiting list on the NTPF website monthly https://www.ntpf.ie/home/
inpatient.htm

[<ahref=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-25_pq1685-24-3-2021_en.xlsx”>IPDC Ennis</a>]

24/03/2021WRYYY02600Hospital Equipment

24/03/2021WRYYY027001686. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the way in which health 
screening and outpatient clinics prepare for appointments with disabled patients (details sup-
plied); the protocol in place; the type of staff training provided to assist disabled patients; if 
hoists can be made readily available at all times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15138/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRYYY02900Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRYYY030001687. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the reason an 80-year-old 
patient who is in hospital must attend an appointment with the general practitioner for vaccina-
tion; the reason patients over 80 years of age cannot receive vaccination in the hospital while 
being treated; if the hospital is obliged to arrange transport for the patient to and from the gen-
eral practitioner surgery to receive the vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15139/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRYYY03200National Public Health Emergency Team

24/03/2021WRYYY033001688. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if the Minister of State 
with responsibility for disability has made representations to the NPHET committee in terms of 
her role; if the Minister of State has made representations to request that the NPHET vulnerable 
groups sub-committee be reinstated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15146/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): With regard to the NPHET Vulnerable 
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People Subgroup, the Deputy is advised that the subgroup was established on 3rd March 2020 
to support the NPHET in its work by providing oversight and assurance with regard to the 
specific preparedness measures and actions required to be taken to protect vulnerable groups 
and individuals in society as part of the COVID-19 response. An integrated cross-Government 
approach was taken by the Subgroup with the responsibility for the implementation of actions 
remaining with the relevant Department/Agency. Central to the evolution of NPHET processes 
is the recognition that health and social care services and, indeed, the wider cross-government 
COVID-19 response, have to become embedded and ‘mainstreamed’ in the usual operational 
response of organisations, as society adapts to the reality of living for the foreseeable future in 
the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In July 2020, as part of a process examining the work of all the subgroups of the NPHET, 
the Subgroup on Vulnerable People undertook a review of its work. A paper was submitted to 
the NPHET on 8th July, outlining the view that the Subgroup had met its Terms of Reference 
regarding preparedness plans being in place across government for vulnerable groups. The 
Subgroup on Vulnerable People was accordingly stood down and its work was realigned into 
the appropriate policy and operational functions of the Department of Health or other relevant 
Departments, organisations, or bodies. The group’s final meeting was on 24th June. While the 
NPHET sub-group has completed its work, NPHET continues to monitor the impacts of the 
pandemic on vulnerable groups and reports in relation to disability services were submitted to 
NPHET for its meetings on 17th December and 21st January.

Recognising that vulnerable groups can be disproportionately affected by COVID-19 and 
as set out in Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19, the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach established a Senior Officials Group and sub-groups as needed, to drive 
implementation of the Plan. This includes a Sub-group on higher risk groups to monitor the 
spectrum of issues that need to be addressed in relation to groups at higher risk of COVID-19. 
These groups support the COVID-19 Oversight Group and the Cabinet Committee on the Gov-
ernment Response to COVID-19. The Subgroup on higher risk groups meets on a regular basis. 

Furthermore, there are a broad range of mechanisms at both local and national level for 
disability representative groups, disability services and disability service users to feed into and 
inform the public health response to COVID-19 in this sector. A series of oversight arrange-
ments in relation to COVID-19 in disability services are in place which involve close working 
relationships between HSE Disability Services at national and local level, HIQA, disability 
umbrella bodies, and individual providers. The Department of Health meets regularly with HSE 
and HIQA to discuss preparedness in disability services.

The Minister of State with responsibility for Disability has discussed several issues, includ-
ing in relation to the NPHET vulnerable persons sub-group, with a number of members of the 
NPHET directly, including the Chief Medical Officer, Deputy Chief Medical Officer, and the 
Assistant Secretary – Social Care Division. In addition, the Minister of State with responsibility 
for Disability has discussed numerous issues relevant to her brief with the Minister for Health, 
these have been raised in writing and during in-person meetings. 

I trust that the above information satisfactorily addresses your question.

24/03/2021WRYYY03500Mobility Allowance

24/03/2021WRYYY036001689. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health when the replacement 
scheme for the mobility allowance will be announced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15149/21]
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24/03/2021WRYYY03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): By way of 
background, two schemes, the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant, were put 
in place in 1979 and 1968 respectively, for operation by the Health Service Executive (HSE) 
at a time when there was limited availability of accessible public transport.  The Government 
decided to close these administrative schemes in 2013, on foot of the reports of the Ombudsman 
in 2011 and 2012 regarding the legal status of both Schemes in the context of the Equal Status 
Acts. 

In 2013, the Government also decided to continue payment of the monthly Mobility Allow-
ance on an interim basis, to those who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance at the time that 
the Scheme closed.  Of the 4,700 individuals in receipt of the Mobility Allowance (€9 million 
per annum) when the Scheme closed in 2013, there are 3,532 people in receipt of the interim 
payments at March, 2021. 

At the whole of Government level, the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021 
sets the overall framework for the equal participation of people with disabilities in society.  
Monitoring of the implementation of the Strategy is being overseen by the National Disability 
Inclusion Strategy Steering Group which comprises key Government Departments, the Na-
tional Disability Authority and the Disability Stakeholders Group.  

Under the Strategy,  the Department of Transport, has responsibility for the continued devel-
opment of accessibility and availability of accessible public transport and is committed to the 
continued development of accessible public transport in recognition of the importance of such 
services to the lives of people with disabilities.   

Work is ongoing on the policy proposals for the provision of transport supports for people 
with disabilities.  I intend to revert to Government with proposals in due course.  Recent devel-
opments which will impact on the policy options include the following: 

- The ongoing progress by the Department of Transport in providing accessible public trans-
port nationally and that Department’s public consultation, to review active travel and pub-
lic transport policy, including accessible public transport;   

- The Cost of Disability Study currently underway which was commissioned by the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection as part of Budget 2019.  The research, when 
complete, will inform policy direction in relation to the provision of adequate supports to meet 
the needs of people with disabilities, including transport costs;  

- The Working Group established under Action 104 of the National Disability Inclusion 
Strategy by the Department of Justice and Equality which states that:- ‘We will lead a review 
of transport supports encompassing all Government funded transport and mobility schemes for 
people with disabilities, to enhance the options for transport to work or employment supports 
for people with disabilities and will develop proposals for development of a coordinated plan 
for such provision. This plan will have regard to making the most efficient use of available 
transport resources.” ; and

- The review of the Disabled Drivers and Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme by the 
Department of Finance. 

Other transport supports available to persons with disabilities in the State include the Free 
Travel Scheme operated by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; the 
Revenue Commissioners Disabled Drivers and Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme; and 
CLÁR funding, approved by the then Minister for Rural and Community Development, to vol-
untary organisations providing transport for people with significant mobility issues.
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24/03/2021WRYYY03800Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRYYY039001690. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
backlog in primary medical certificate applications; if he will be working on changes to scheme 
to adapt the criteria for applicants whose needs are more complex and are not effectively rep-
resented in the application process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15150/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.  

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.  Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which pro-
vides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, 
T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19.  Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments.  The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

24/03/2021WRYYY04100Drugs Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRYYY042001691. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
were reimbursed through the drug payment scheme for the leasing of a CPAP machine in 2018, 
2019 and 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15157/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY043001692. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average amount per per-
son that was reimbursed through the drug payment scheme for leasing a CPAP machine in 2018, 
2019 and 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15158/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY044001693. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the name of the companies 
that currently supply the HSE with CPAP machines; the name of companies that supplied CPAP 
machines to the HSE previously; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15159/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY045001694. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the amount spent in each of 
the years 2018 to 2020 by the HSE in reimbursing persons who were leasing CPAP machines; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15160/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY046001695. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the current policy with re-
gard to the reimbursement for purchase or rental of a CPAP machine; the cost of reimbursing a 
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purchase; the annual average cost of reimbursing a rental; the average length of time a patient 
has been reimbursed for renting such a machine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15161/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1691 
to 1695, inclusive, together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRYYY05200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRYYY053001696. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 
contacts to date that were passed to and received from the health protection teams in Northern 
Ireland, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15162/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRYYY05500Medical Aids and Appliances

24/03/2021WRYYY056001697. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the exchange visits since 
2017 between mesh removal surgeons here and colleagues in other jurisdictions; the itinerary 
followed; the hosts and participants; the observations of mesh removal operations; the training 
provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15168/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This question relates to a clinical matter 
and is therefore referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRYYY05800Medical Aids and Appliances

24/03/2021WRYYY059001698. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the legal costs incurred to 
date in the defence of medical negligence claims relating to mesh implants in circumstances in 
which the case has been settled and remains open, respectively; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15169/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY060001699. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of medical negli-
gence claims relating to the implantation of mesh implants in circumstances in which the HSE 
and-or its employees are named as defendants that have been received; the number of these 
claims that were settled; the settlement amounts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15170/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY061001700. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he has investigated wheth-
er the use of mesh implants in the healthcare system is underpinned by a form of indemnity 
insurance provided by the Government to the manufacturer or provided by the manufacturer to 
the Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15171/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1698 
to 1700, inclusive, together.

The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a statutory remit to manage personal injury claims on 
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behalf of Delegated State Authorities including the Health Service Executive. The State Claims 
Agency has provided me with the following information, in respect of the Deputy’s questions. 

The below information has been extracted from the National Incident Management System 
(NIMS).

Criteria Used

-  This response shows the number of claims received by the State Claims Agency in relation 
to Transvaginal Implants as recorded on NIMS.

- Transvaginal Implants claims are classified as Type of Mass Injury equal to ‘Transvaginal 
Implants’.

- This information is correct as of 16/03/2021.

The State Claims Agency is on notice of 56 active claims in relation to transvaginal im-
plants. These claims involve a number of defendants including HSE hospitals, voluntary hos-
pitals, private hospitals, individual clinicians, manufacturers and suppliers of the product in 
question.

The litigation concerning these cases is on-going and, as a result, the State Claims Agency 
regrets that it is not in a position to release to the Deputy further details regarding these claims 
due to the commercial sensitivity of this information.

Regarding the Deputy’s question on the use of mesh implants and the indemnity arrange-
ments in place, the SCA has informed me that typically, a product manufacturer will purchase 
product liability insurance to cover its product liability exposures. There are a number of prod-
uct manufacturers involved in the mesh implant cases and, consequently, a number of product 
liability insurers. The issues of indemnity between parties will be a matter for discussion be-
tween the parties as part of each party’s preparation of its defence in the individual cases or an 
issue ultimately decided by the courts hearing individual cases.

24/03/2021WRYYY06500Medical Aids and Appliances

24/03/2021WRYYY066001701. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the expenditure on the pro-
curement of mesh implants by year since 2015; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15172/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This question relates to a procurement 
matter and is therefore referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy

24/03/2021WRYYY06800Medical Aids and Appliances

24/03/2021WRYYY069001702. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of women who 
were injured by mesh implantation and sent to a person (details supplied) to have complications 
treated. [15173/21]

24/03/2021WRYYY07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This PQ relates to a clinical decision 
matter and is therefore referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRZZZ0010024/03/2021WRZZZ00200Medical Aids and Appliances
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24/03/2021WRZZZ003001703. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of women who 
had mesh devices implanted and have had organs such as bladders and bowels removed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15174/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This question relates to service delivery 
matter and is therefore referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy

24/03/2021WRZZZ00500Medical Aids and Appliances

24/03/2021WRZZZ006001704. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of women who 
have been sent via referral systems to the University College London Hospital, NHS England 
for the full removal of transobturator mesh implants since 2017, by type; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15175/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This question relates to a clinical deci-
sion making matter and is therefore referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy

24/03/2021WRZZZ00800Medical Aids and Appliances

24/03/2021WRZZZ009001705. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the progress regarding the 
full removal of mesh implants in Ireland; the progress regarding compensation for persons who 
have suffered as a result of mesh implants or partial and improper removal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15176/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand that complications from 
a mesh implant are very distressing and painful for those women involved. I would like to 
emphasise that the ongoing priority focus of my Department and the HSE has been to put the 
necessary structures in place so that women affected by mesh complications can be referred to 
the new national mesh centres and seen for treatment in a timely fashion, bearing in mind the 
current impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and requirements of public health guidance.    

The national mesh complications care pathway has been in place since November 2018 
providing multidisciplinary specialist services for women suffering from mesh complications 
across two sites at Cork University Hospital (CUMH) and National Maternity Hospital (NMH) 
Dublin.  Funding of €500,000 per hospital has been approved for CUMH and the NMH to es-
tablish these mesh specialist centres and recruitment is on-going. Both of these centres have 
been accepting referrals and treat women suffering with post mesh complications.   

Furthermore, under the HSE National Service Plan 2021, funding has been provided to 
enhance and improve gynaecology services which will include funding for mesh services. This 
funding will enable the implementation of additional specialist services, which will support 
ongoing work to implement the recommendations from the CMO’s Report on the Use of Uro-
Gynaecological Mesh in Surgical Procedures (November, 2018).   

Women affected by mesh continue to be strongly encouraged to engage with the relevant 
HSE contact points and the associated care pathways, to ensure that their service needs can be 
identified and provided for. A dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh implants, including con-
tact information regarding the pathways for women suffering complications has been published 
on the HSE website.  National mesh administrators have been recruited in each of the two spe-
cial centres to provide central contact point services.   

Recognising the importance of the health service listening to and learning from patients’ 
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experiences, I am anxious that women affected by mesh complications have the opportunity to 
have their voices heard and share their experiences to inform learning and women’s health pol-
icy.  This will also enable the health services to better understand women’s experiences and re-
spond to the care needs of women and tailor service delivery and supports to meet requirements. 
My Department is developing a process for an independent, compassionate engagement with 
the women affected, taking account of the wider context relating to the COVID-19 pandemic.     

Women’s health is a Government priority, as outlined in the Programme for Government. 
Budget 2021 and the HSE National Service Plan 2021 provide significant investment in ser-
vices that are important to women, including gynaecology services. A Women’s Health Fund is 
also provided for, which will support proposals arising from the work of the Women’s Health 
Taskforce to improve women’s health outcomes and experiences of healthcare.

  Question No. 1706 answered with Question No. 1367.

24/03/2021WRZZZ01200Medical Aids and Appliances

24/03/2021WRZZZ013001707. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of i-ports for 
children with diabetes; if these costs are reimbursed; if not, if there are plans to add them to the 
long-term illness scheme or otherwise reimburse them; the estimated annual cost of reimburs-
ing such products; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15180/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRZZZ01500Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRZZZ016001708. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if arrangements are in place 
to ensure that cross-Border workers who are resident here who require the Covid-19 vaccina-
tion to maintain employment in Northern Ireland are not penalised for the difference in speed of 
the roll-out between jurisdictions; the communication he has had with Government colleagues 
or the Executive in Northern Ireland on the matter; the Departments which would be respon-
sible for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15182/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ017001744. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if cross-Border workers that 
reside here and work in Northern Ireland will be able to receive the Covid-19 vaccine in North-
ern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15289/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1708 
and 1744 together.

Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination programme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines 
as quickly as is operationally possible, prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19.

The programme is based on the principles of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the ob-
jective of reducing severe illness, hospitalisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection. 

Vaccine are being made available without charge to all persons resident in the State.

  Question No. 1709 answered with Question No. 1536.
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24/03/2021WRZZZ02000Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRZZZ021001710. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
raised in correspondence (details supplied); the CervicalCheck screening process in this context; 
if HPV negative patients are examined or tested for abnormal cells; if not, the reason for this 
practice and the change in practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15189/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRZZZ02300Medicinal Products

24/03/2021WRZZZ024001711. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter re-
garding the cost of a treatment (details supplied) [15191/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I would refer the Deputy to Section 10B 
of the Health Act 2004 (as inserted by section 6 of the Health Services Executive (Governance) 
Act 2013), under which the Minister for Health may not give a direction to the Executive in the 
manner as sought by the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRZZZ02600Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRZZZ027001712. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when timelines will be available 
in relation to the vaccination of the clinically vulnerable and in particular cancer patients; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15192/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ028001713. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health when cardiac patients 
will receive the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15196/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ029001722. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when a timeline will be available 
for the vaccination of heart and stroke patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15229/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1712, 
1713 and 1722 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRZZZ03200Medical Aids and Appliances

24/03/2021WRZZZ033001714. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
diabetes who were funded for the dexcom continuous glucose monitoring CGM sensors by the 
long term Illness scheme and the primary care reimbursement service who are also funded for 
an insulin pump; and the number who were funded for insulin pumps and a dexcom CGM sen-
sor who were over 21 years of age in 2018 to 2020, in tabular form. [15203/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
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direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRZZZ03500Medical Aids and Appliances

24/03/2021WRZZZ036001715. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of funding applica-
tions that were received for the long term illness scheme and the primary care reimbursement 
service for the FreeStyle Libre glucose monitoring system; the number of applications that 
were denied; and the number of denied applications that were for persons over 21 years of age. 
[15204/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRZZZ03800Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRZZZ039001716. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the situation in CHI in relation to 
the recruitment of the main lead paediatric pain consultant roles; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that children in chronic pain have been without a proper full-time pain consultant 
care service for over 16 months (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15210/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ040001786. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the re-
cruitment of the main lead paediatric pain consultant in Children’s Health Ireland given that 
children in chronic pain have now been without a full-time pain consultant care service for over 
16 months (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15435/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1716 
and 1786 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRZZZ04200Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRZZZ043001717. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if there is a clear timeframe 
for bringing senior psychologist staff provision across the three community adult mental health 
teams in Mallow, Fermoy and Kanturk, County Cork (details supplied) in line with other areas 
in CHO4; if particular longstanding psychology resource inequities on the Mallow community 
adult mental health team can be definitively addressed with secure staff contracts to ensure con-
tinuity of care for service users among the 39,000 plus population served by the team; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15211/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRZZZ04500Hospital Staff
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24/03/2021WRZZZ046001718. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the reason the multidisciplinary 
pain team roles at CHI that have been filled for the past three months are not seeing any pa-
tients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15218/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ047001787. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the reason the multidisciplinary 
pain team roles that have been filled for the past three months are not seeing patients; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15436/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1718 
and 1787 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRZZZ04900Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRZZZ050001719. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the situation in relation to wait-
ing list reporting for children waiting for chronic pain treatment at CHI; if the waiting list for 
new referrals to CHI for children in chronic pain was closed during 2020; his views on whether 
the current waiting lists for children in chronic pain properly reflect the number of children 
waiting on a service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15219/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I recognise that waiting times for sched-
uled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for patients and their 
families 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRZZZ05200Home Help Service

24/03/2021WRZZZ053001720. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if additional home help 
hours will be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [15220/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRZZZ05500Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRZZZ056001721. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a primary medical certificate. [15224/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.  

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.  Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which pro-
vides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, 
T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19.  Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments.  The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 1722 answered with Question No. 1712.

24/03/2021WRZZZ05900Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRZZZ060001723. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if he will consider providing 
standard allowance, placement grants and payment for work carried out by student radiogra-
phers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15231/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Radiography students do not receive 
an allowance to support time spent on placement as part of their course. There are no plans to 
change this.  
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In 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month contract following comple-
tion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the Health Service. As their 
skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response and subject to the needs 
of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant radiographer role fol-
lowing successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement. The 3-month period 
commenced on 18 May 2020.

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings. Of this number, around a third 
are final year students. The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. Students are not employees and in many cases the 
nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a learn-
ing capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

24/03/2021WRZZZ06200Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRZZZ063001724. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the position of newly qualified doctors (details supplied); if the decision will be re-
versed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15234/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.

24/03/2021WRZZZ06500Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRZZZ066001725. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to concerns raised in relation to some Covid-19 vaccinators not being vaccinated themselves 
before administering the vaccine to others; the groups of vaccinators currently administering 
the vaccine without having received the vaccine themselves; the steps he will take to ensure 
that all vaccinators receive the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15236/21]
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24/03/2021WRZZZ06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRZZZ06800Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRZZZ069001726. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if those working in hotels be-
ing used as quarantine facilities will be vaccinated as a priority grouping; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15237/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRZZZ07100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRZZZ072001727. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the way in which the con-
tact tracing database was constructed; the way in which it operates; the number of individual 
entries on same; the information that is held on each person who has been part of the tracing 
process; if the data is deleted; if the data is being used for any other purpose; the public authori-
ties and or agencies that have access to it; the way in which the data is protected; and the data 
controller for the database. [15248/21]

24/03/2021WRZZZ07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
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the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRAAAA00200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRAAAA003001728. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of complaints 
received in respect of the contact tracing database since it was set up to date in 2021; and if he 
and or the HSE are engaging with the Data Protection Commissioner in respect of the robust-
ness of the data protection measures in place in respect of the database. [15249/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRAAAA00500Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRAAAA006001729. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the plans of the HSE for newly 
qualified doctors at each hospital; and if they will be retained. [15250/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.

24/03/2021WRAAAA00800Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRAAAA009001730. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of newly qualified 
doctors being retained at Cork University Hospital. [15251/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRAAAA01100Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRAAAA012001731. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of newly qualified 
doctors being retained at a hospital (details supplied). [15252/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
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number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.

24/03/2021WRAAAA01400Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRAAAA015001732. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of newly qualified 
doctors being retained at Mallow General Hospital. [15253/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRAAAA01700Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRAAAA018001733. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a petition to retain newly qualified doctors. [15255/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRAAAA02000Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRAAAA021001734. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of vaccinations for 
pharmacy staff. [15261/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy.  

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death. 
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The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/ 

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles are being vaccinated in 
Cohort 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs, 
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Cohort 6. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRAAAA02300Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRAAAA024001735. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of the primary medi-
cal certificate processes. [15263/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.  

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.  Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which pro-
vides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, 
T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19.  Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments.  The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
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pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

24/03/2021WRAAAA02600Hospital Data

24/03/2021WRAAAA027001736. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 720 of 17 February 2021, the breakdown of capital submissions received, ap-
proved, under evaluation and not approved from acute hospitals and hospital groups since 2018 
by hospital; and if a brief description and valuation of each proposed project will be provided. 
[15271/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

24/03/2021WRAAAA02900Medicinal Products

24/03/2021WRAAAA030001737. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients cur-
rently waiting to receive omalizumab in Tallaght University Hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15276/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRAAAA03200Medicinal Products

24/03/2021WRAAAA033001738. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if additional funding will be 
made available for Tallaght University Hospital in relation to omalizumab; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15277/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRAAAA03500Medical Negligence Cases

24/03/2021WRAAAA036001739. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided in 
relation to a matter raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) regarding medical 
negligence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15278/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRAAAA03800Hospital Appointments Status

24/03/2021WRAAAA039001740. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a hospital appointment 
will be expedited for a person (details supplied). [15280/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 



Questions - Written Answers

904

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRAAAA04100Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRAAAA042001741. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the HSE national screening 
service will update its BreastCheck screening standard operating procedure guidelines to notify 
women regarding personal breast density to improve early cancer diagnosis and help prevent 
advanced disease through dissemination of information regarding this independent breast can-
cer risk factor; if not, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15281/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Screening Service (NSS) 
in the HSE have advised my Department that BreastCheck delivers its services in line with in-
ternational criteria for screening programmes, based on the best international evidence.  

The NSS notes that breast density measurement is not used in any population-based breast 
screening programme internationally, as there is no evidence to support improved overall out-
comes for the population. In addition, there is no accepted standardised way of measuring breast 
density or international guidance to be given to women and no specific action that can be taken. 

The NSS and BreastCheck monitor new research regularly to review for any potential 
changes or improvements that can be made.

Any proposed future changes to national population-based screening programmes will be 
assessed by the National Screening Advisory Committee, which was established in 2019. The 
Committee’s role is to undertake an independent assessment of the evidence for screening for 
a particular condition against internationally accepted criteria and make recommendations ac-
cordingly.  
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It is important to emphasise that BreastCheck is a screening service for otherwise well 
women with no symptoms.  Any woman, regardless of age or eligibility with BreastCheck, who 
has any concerns relating to their breast health should contact their GP immediately to discuss 
their concerns.

24/03/2021WRAAAA04400Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRAAAA045001742. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if the decision to let go 15 newly 
qualified doctors from University Hospital Galway will be reversed given the doctors are need-
ed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15283/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRAAAA04700Covid-19 Tests

24/03/2021WRAAAA048001743. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the reason the Covid-19 testing 
centre in Newtownmountkennedy, County Wicklow was closed for Covid-19 testing on 13 and 
14 March 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15286/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1744 answered with Question No. 1708.

24/03/2021WRAAAA05100Speech and Language Therapy

24/03/2021WRAAAA052001745. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the number of children in 
counties Sligo and Leitrim that are currently awaiting initial assessment, initial treatment or fur-
ther therapy in speech and language; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15290/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRAAAA05400Disabilities Assessments

24/03/2021WRAAAA055001746. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when an assessment of need 
will be completed and the statutory obligations of the HSE met in relation to a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15295/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

  Question No. 1747 answered with Question No. 1657.

24/03/2021WRAAAA05800Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRAAAA059001748. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he has received approaches 
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from the Minister for Justice in relation to moving members of An Garda Síochána forward on 
the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out schedule; if he considers this as important; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15301/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.  

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRAAAA06100Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRAAAA062001749. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health when the day services at a fa-
cility will be reopened for all attendees that have disabilities such as a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15304/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): All day service 
locations with the exception of those being utilised as COVID-19 isolation or testing centres 
have reopened since August.  Service users that usually received their supports from these loca-
tions are now either receiving supports at another location or receiving outreach or home-based 
supports.

Day services re-opened at 39% capacity at service locations throughout August and early 
September of 2020, and by end of January 2021 this had increased to 51%. The combination of 
supports in the location, outreach supports, and remote supports provides an overall quantum 
of support to service users of over 60% at the end of January.  For the duration of the CO-
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VID-19 emergency day service capacity is reduced, this is due to the physical limitations of the 
buildings available, the lack of mainstream community activities, and the continued restrictions 
imposed by social distancing guidance. Many people with disabilities have underlying health 
conditions, and as the threat of COVID-19 remains, unfortunately so too does the need for these 
restrictions.

Guidance published by the HSE on 6 January 2021 confirms that day services continue to 
be prioritised and delivered subject to a revised Risk Assessment, Public Health Guidance and 
direction. People with complex medical/ clinical related needs are to remain at home and where 
possible, to receive the same number of hours support in the home as they had been in receipt of 
pre-Christmas in day service locations. Providers have been asked to reduce contacts via hubs/
bubbles, with dedicated staff for dedicated service users, where possible. Where families are 
uncomfortable with allowing their family member to return to a day service location, a package 
of support within available resources will be agreed with the service user and family.

Additional funding of €30 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for day services to 
increase capacity in buildings and provide extra staff. This will provide an increase in day ser-
vices by an average of one day a week for 14,940 people against September 2020 service levels.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly in relation to the individual case, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRAAAA06400Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRAAAA065001750. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding changes to the organisation and provision of health services to children 
and young persons with developmental delay and disabilities; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15310/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRAAAA06700Health and Social Care Professionals Registration Boards

24/03/2021WRAAAA068001751. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of CORU regis-
tration for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15312/21]

24/03/2021WRAAAA06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised 
I have asked CORU (the Health and Social Care Professional Council) to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

  Question No. 1752 answered with Question No. 1657.

24/03/2021WRBBBB00200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRBBBB003001753. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the contact he and NPHET 
have had with a group (details supplied) to discuss the issue of vitamin D supplementation dur-
ing Covid-19; if he will meet with the group or request that NPHET meet the group; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15321/21]
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24/03/2021WRBBBB00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that an 
evidence synthesis paper on vitamin D and COVID-19 prepared for the NPHET was discussed 
at its meeting on 28th January 2021. The NPHET agreed that at present, there is insufficient 
high-quality evidence with respect to vitamin D in the prevention and treatment of COVID-19, 
and noted that ongoing developments, particularly Randomised Control Trials, in this area be 
monitored by the NPHET with guidance reviewed accordingly. 

The NPHET agreed that efforts should be made to increase awareness of existing guid-
ance. Adults spending increased time indoors or those who are housebound or in long-term 
residential care or have dark skin pigmentation are also recommended to take a daily vitamin 
D supplement.

While I have not met with the group is question, these issues are kept under ongoing review. 
The Government will continue to look to the NPHET to provide recommendations with regard 
to Vitamin D and COVID-19, as any further evidence emerges.

24/03/2021WRBBBB00500Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRBBBB006001754. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the online training courses 
which are required for recently retired nurses to complete in order to come back and work as 
a vaccinator for the Covid-19 vaccination programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15322/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRBBBB00800Medicinal Products

24/03/2021WRBBBB009001755. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the actions he plans to take for 
patients under the individual licensing system to provide a pathway to funding at source as 
they continue to suffer a significant financial burden to pay upfront for their prescribed medi-
cine given that patients within the compassionate access programme will be funded at source 
for products from a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15323/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The products to which the Deputy 
refers are manufactured in the Netherlands by the dispensing pharmacy. Dutch government 
policy does not to permit the commercial export outside the Netherlands to wholesalers or 
pharmacists of oil-based cannabis products however they will allow the filling of individual 
prescriptions form EU citizens for collection by the patient or their representative. Owing to the 
Covid 19 pandemic since April 2020 the Department has organised the collection and delivery 
to their homes of products prescribed by Irish-registered clinicians in possession of a licence 
under the Misuse of Drugs Act to treat their patients. 

Owing to the Dutch export restrictions the manufacturers of the products referred to have not 
applied to the HPRA to have their products considered for inclusion in the access programme.  

It is a requirement for patients or their families to pay the dispensing pharmacy in the Neth-
erlands and a reimbursement application can subsequently be made to the Primary Care Reim-
bursement Service in the HSE.

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to  Section 10B of the Health Act 2004 (as inserted by 
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Section 6 of the Health Service Executive (Governance) Act 2013, under which I, as Minister 
for Health, may not give a direction to the Executive,

10B.— The Minister shall not give a direction under section 10, or specify a priority or 
performance target under section 10A, as respects—

(a) any function of the Executive relating to the provision of treatment or a health or per-
sonal social service to any particular person,

(b) any function of the Executive relating to a decision concerning—

(i) whether or not a particular person is eligible for a particular health or personal social 
service (including the payment of a grant or allowance), or

(ii) the extent to which and the manner in which a person is eligible for any such service,

(c) any function of the Executive relating to a decision concerning the making or recovery of 
a charge for the provision of a health or personal social service by or on behalf of the Executive 
to a particular person or concerning the amount of such charge,

(d) any function of the Executive that has been specified in an enactment to be a function of 
the Director General relating to functions referred to in paragraphs (a) to (c)

24/03/2021WRBBBB01100Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRBBBB012001756. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) will be seen by CAMHS in view of the fact they have been waiting a number of years. 
[15327/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is as ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRBBBB01400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRBBBB015001757. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if family reunification of per-
sons that have permission to reside in Ireland is deemed essential travel under Covid-19 level 
5 restrictions. [15328/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The current Regulations in effect pro-
viding for public health restrictions are the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restric-
tions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) Regulations 2020, as amended, (S.I. No. 701 of 2020).

The regulations provide that a person shall not leave their place of residence, including to 
go to an airport or port for the purpose of leaving the State, without reasonable excuse. The list 
of reasonable excuses is non-exhaustive. It includes travel to give effect to arrangements for 
access to a child for parents or guardians of a child or a person who has a right of access to a 
child. It also includes travel to return to one’s place of residence and travel to attend to a vital 
family matter. Enforcement is a matter for An Garda Síochána. 

Statutory amendments related to the Covid-19 pandemic are available here - https://www.
gov.ie/en/collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/
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24/03/2021WRBBBB01700Medicinal Products

24/03/2021WRBBBB018001758. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will sanction access to the 
drug dupilvmob to a person (details supplied) on compassionate grounds. [15329/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 1759 and 1760 answered with Question No. 1485.

24/03/2021WRBBBB02200Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRBBBB023001761. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health the position of special 
needs assistants on the vaccination allocation sequencing as part of the national Covid-19 vac-
cination programme; if they are identified under group 10 key workers; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15334/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/ 

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.  

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRBBBB02500Dental Services
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24/03/2021WRBBBB026001762. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an orthodon-
tic appointment for a child (details supplied); when they will be seen by an orthodontist; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15354/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

24/03/2021WRBBBB02800Autism Support Services

24/03/2021WRBBBB029001763. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an issue in relation to 
waiting times for a public autism assessment will be addressed (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15355/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRBBBB03100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRBBBB032001764. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason families of 
children with additional needs were left with no support during Covid-19 (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15359/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRBBBB03400Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRBBBB035001765. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason families in 
County Kerry referred to services (details supplied) are waiting over a year with no contact or 
support with crisis level situations in their homes. [15362/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRBBBB03700National Children’s Hospital

24/03/2021WRBBBB038001766. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when the vacancies on the board of 
the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board will be fully filled. [15364/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There are a number of vacancies on 
the National Paediatric Hospital Development  Board (NPHDB) at present. The immediate pri-
ority for me as Minister for Health is finding a permanent replacement for the previous Chair, 
Mr Fred Barry, who gave notice of his intention to resign from his position in January, effective 
from the end of February 2021. 

My officials have initiated the process to seek to appoint a new Chairperson though the Pub-
lic Appointments Service (PAS). This may take a period of time, but it is considered important 
that we cast the net wide to find the right candidate for this challenging role.  



Questions - Written Answers

912

In the meantime, and to ensure continuity and leadership on the Board, the Vice-Chair, Mr 
Tim Bouchier-Hayes, has been appointed as Interim Chair, effective from 28 February 2021. 

On 23 February 2021, I appointed Mr Brian Keogh and Mr Michael Barry to the NPHDB 
from an existing PAS panel for the Board. 

There are three remaining ordinary Board member vacancies. A panel for the subsequent se-
lection of ordinary Board members will be established as soon as the new Chairperson has been 
appointed. It would not be considered appropriate from the perspective of good governance to 
appoint further members to the Board in the absence of a permanent Chairperson.

24/03/2021WRBBBB04000HSE Staff

24/03/2021WRBBBB041001767. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if he will request the HSE 
to retain the over 300 positions for newly-qualified intern doctors which are proposed to be cut 
in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15365/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.  

24/03/2021WRBBBB04300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRBBBB044001768. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if persons with hereditary 
spherocytosis and who have received both doses of their Covid-19 vaccine can return to work; 
when the policy on same will be published by the HSE occupational health team; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15366/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRBBBB04600Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRBBBB047001769. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the reason no orders have 
been placed for the booster doses of the vaccines under development to deal with Covid-19 
virus variants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15383/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is participating in a Procurement 
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Exercise being operated by the European Commission on behalf of Member States to procure 
suitable, safe and effective vaccines, in sufficient quantities, to combat COVID-19. Six Ad-
vance Purchase Agreements (APA) have been negotiated by the Commission under this process 
to date. Ireland has opted-in to five APAs to secure vaccine supplies: BioNTech/Pfizer, Mod-
erna, AstraZeneca, Janssen/J&J and CureVac. Government approval has been obtained to opt-
into the sixth APA (GSK/Sanofi Pasteur), subject to the outcome of future clinical trial results.

Ireland has opted-in to pro rata allocation of BioNTech/Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. Ire-
land has also secured additional doses of the BioNTech/Pfizer vaccine via options and top up 
contracts, which will bring the current total of BioNTech/Pfizer doses to approximately 6.5 
million. Ireland has signalled interest in obtaining 1.64 million additional doses of the Moderna 
vaccine through a top-up contract.

Ireland has also indicated its intention to opt-in to additional APAs with Valneva and No-
vavax.

Overall, Ireland has signalled intent to opt-in to contracts for a total of 18.5m doses.

The new European bio-defence preparedness plan against COVID-19 variants called 
“HERA Incubator” will work with researchers, biotech companies, manufacturers and public 
authorities in the EU and globally to detect new variants, provide incentives to develop new 
and adapted vaccines, speed up the approval process for these vaccines, and ensure scaling up 
of manufacturing capacities.

24/03/2021WRBBBB04900Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRBBBB050001770. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health the position of home carers 
in the vaccine roll-out schedule; if home carers are designated as essential workers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15387/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
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ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRBBBB05200Speech and Language Therapy

24/03/2021WRBBBB053001771. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if a rationalisation of services 
under the new progressing disabilities model will result in the loss of in-school speech and lan-
guage therapy services for a school (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15396/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRBBBB05500Speech and Language Therapy

24/03/2021WRBBBB056001772. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure speech 
and language therapy services remain in place for a school (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15397/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRBBBB05800Disability Support Services

24/03/2021WRBBBB059001773. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure multidis-
ciplinary services for a school (details supplied), particularly speech and language therapy ser-
vices remain in place during a rationalisation of services under the new progressing disabilities 
model; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15399/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRBBBB06100Medical Cards

24/03/2021WRBBBB062001774. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if persons with Down syndrome 
are entitled to a medical card; the reason some holders of a medical card who have Down syn-
drome are having their medical cards reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15400/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 1970 (as amend-
ed), eligibility for a medical card is based primarily on means. The Act obliges the HSE to 
assess whether a person is unable, without undue hardship, to arrange general practitioner ser-
vices for himself or herself and his or her family, having regard to his or her overall financial 
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position and reasonable expenditure. 

The issue of granting medical cards based on having a particular disease or illness was 
previously examined in 2014 by the HSE Expert Panel on Medical Need and Medical Card Eli-
gibility. The Group concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list 
medical conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility. In following the Expert Group’s 
advice, a person’s means remains the main qualifier for a medical card.

However, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to sup-
port applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the dif-
ficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. 
The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds 
the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs aris-
ing from, the social and medical impacts of an illness.

In relation to the processing of eligibility reviews, as this is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRBBBB06400Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRBBBB065001775. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the way in which the 
Covid-19 vaccine roll-out for group 4 is prioritised by condition, severity and so on; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15404/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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24/03/2021WRBBBB06700HSE Staff

24/03/2021WRBBBB068001776. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to renew the 
policy of offering all eligible Irish-trained graduates an intern post; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15420/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021.

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship.

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service. As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRBBBB07000Medicinal Products

24/03/2021WRBBBB071001777. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the status of efforts to approve 
dupilumab, commonly known as Dupixent, used to treat eczema and asthma among other con-
ditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15426/21]

24/03/2021WRBBBB07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013; 
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRCCCC00200Health Services Provision

24/03/2021WRCCCC003001778. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the measures being put in 
place to provide for the healthcare of transgender young persons in Ireland given the exit of 
a UK-based clinic (details supplied) from Children’s Health Ireland at Crumlin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15427/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC00500Gender Recognition

24/03/2021WRCCCC006001779. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health when the multidisciplinary 
team will be in place as per the final report of the steering committee on the development of 
HSE transgender identity services of February 2020. [15428/21]
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24/03/2021WRCCCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC00800Gender Equality

24/03/2021WRCCCC009001780. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the resources that have been 
made available to ensure the HSE service development model of care is implemented and ac-
cessible to support transgender young persons, and to include the provision of appropriate men-
tal health services at primary and specialist services in line with objective 13 of the LGBTI+ 
National Youth Strategy 2018-2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15429/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC010001781. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if a policy has been devel-
oped to ensure all health programmes take account of young persons who have transitioned, 
for example, immunisation programmes and HPV, as recommended by an association (details 
supplied) or other appropriate professional transgender health guidelines in line with objective 
13 of the LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy 2018-2020.; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15430/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC011001782. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if clear guidelines have been 
furnished to health practitioners on referral pathways for transgender young persons and their 
families to specialised services in line with objective 13 of the LGBTI+ National Youth Strat-
egy 2018-2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15431/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1780 to 1782, inclusive, together.

My colleague, Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth leads on 
the LGBTI+ Strategies. The National LGBTI strategy aims to improve the lives of the LGBTI+ 
citizens of Ireland through the promotion of inclusion, protection of rights and the improve-
ment of the quality of life and wellbeing for LGBTI+ people, enabling them to participate fully 
in Ireland’s social, economic, cultural, and political life. The LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy 
aims to ensure all LGBTI+ young people are visible, valued and included.

These Strategies plays an important part to achieve the Government’s broader commitment 
to continue to strive for the full inclusion of LGBTI+ people in Irish society.

As the issues raised by the Deputies are service matters, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC01500Gender Equality

24/03/2021WRCCCC016001783. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the work that has been under-
taken with parents and young persons seeking to access healthcare outside the State under the 
provisions of the EU cross-border healthcare directive and treatment abroad scheme to ensure 
the available options for access to care are communicated effectively in line with objective 13 
of the LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy 2018-2020; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15432/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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24/03/2021WRCCCC01800HSE Staff

24/03/2021WRCCCC019001784. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the additional specialised 
staff who have been recruited in line with action 19.1 of the National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strat-
egy 2018-2020, including endocrinologists, social workers, speech and language therapists, 
senior psychologists, clinical nurse specialists and administrative support officers. [15433/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC02100Gender Equality

24/03/2021WRCCCC022001785. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the steps that have been taken 
to develop transgender health services for children and adults with a clear transition pathway 
from child to adult services in line with action 19.2 of the National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy 
2018-2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15434/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

  Question No. 1786 answered with Question No. 1716.

  Question No. 1787 answered with Question No. 1718.

24/03/2021WRCCCC02600Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRCCCC027001788. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the waiting list for children 
seeking new appointments and repeat appointments at a paediatric chronic pain clinic; if the 
waiting list is open or closed to new referrals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15437/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I recognise that waiting times for sched-
uled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for patients and their 
families.

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets 
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out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC02900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRCCCC030001789. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if family carers will be added as 
a priority group on the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out list; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15438/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRCCCC03200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRCCCC033001790. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of special schools 
whose staff have been vaccinated and their relationship with the HSE, HSE site or a group (de-
tails supplied) which is HSE funded; the reason staff at some special schools have been vac-
cinated but not others despite the staff facing the same behavioural challenges in students; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [15446/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC03500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRCCCC036001791. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if staff at special schools are 
considered as part of group 10 or group 11 for the purposes of the vaccine roll-out, given the 
particularly difficult challenges they face at work with an inability to maintain physical distanc-
ing and other protective measures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15449/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy.

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRCCCC03800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WRCCCC039001792. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the financial and other 
supports given to pharmacies that have provided a service throughout the pandemic; if the staff 
providing the service will be prioritised for the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15453/21]
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24/03/2021WRCCCC04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ongoing engagement between my De-
partment, the HSE and the Irish Pharmacy Union (IPU) has resulted in a significant number of 
contingency measures being put in place to support community pharmacies since the start of 
the pandemic:

- Community Pharmacists have been recognised as ‘key workers’ during the pandemic to 
ensure access to priority testing for the COVID-19 virus.

- A patient’s previous GMS prescriptions was deemed sufficient for additional months;

- For pharmacies submitting their claims for reimbursement electronically, supporting docu-
mentation need not be submitted;

- The validity of a hospital prescription was increased from 7 days to one month;

- Where a high-tech prescription had expired, a GP prescription was sufficient for repeat 
dispensing purposes.

- The Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control of Supply) (Amendment) Regulations 
of 3 April facilitated the electronic transfer of prescriptions to a pharmacy via the HSE’s Health-
mail system and brought into effect changes to the length of prescription validity periods and 
repeat prescriptions rulesets.

Such contingency measures have reduced the burden on the health system as a whole and 
some of these measures have in fact been long standing asks on the part of the Irish Pharmacy 
Union in the context of maximising clinical expertise.

There is no doubt that there have been impacts on the business model of many community 
pharmacies over the course of the pandemic. The IPU and their members have been directed 
to the comprehensive suite of measures introduced by Government to support the commercial 
viability and sustainability of all businesses which are administered by the Department of En-
terprise, Trade and Employment.

With regards to the prioritisation of pharmacists for the Covid-19 vaccine, the HSE has 
requested that all Hospital Groups who are undertaking Healthcare Worker vaccinations ensure 
that retail/community pharmacists who register for vaccination were accommodated for dose 
one vaccination by the end of February.

There are currently almost 1,900 pharmacies employing approximately 2,300 pharmacists 
on a regular basis. As of week ending 21 March, the HSE have advised that the number of phar-
macists who have yet to receive dose one vaccination is less than 60. However, these have been 
renotified to HSE vaccine leads and the HSE advise that all remaining pharmacists will receive 
their vaccination shortly.

24/03/2021WRCCCC04100Respite Care Services

24/03/2021WRCCCC042001793. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision 
of €5 million funding for nine additional respite houses announced on 23 February 2021; the 
location of each respite house; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15455/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
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and plan their lives.

In Budget 2021, I committed to provide funding to the HSE to develop nine additional 
respite services across the country. Last month, I was delighted to announce St Gabriel’s Chil-
dren’s Respite Service, in Limerick, as the first of these services. 

€5m funding has been provided to the HSE to develop and open the additional 9 dedicated 
centre-based respite services across all Community Healthcare Areas this year. I am engaging 
with the HSE on this matter on an ongoing basis and have requested the HSE to give the utmost 
priority to putting these new facilities and services in place without delay. The aim is to provide 
me with regular reports so I can ensure this additional funding is directly targeted at the people 
who need it most. 

I will update my Oireachtas colleagues on the location of these services as they become 
known.

24/03/2021WRCCCC04400Hospice Services

24/03/2021WRCCCC045001794. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the recurring 
funding for each hospice (details supplied) announced on 17 January 2021; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15456/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC04700Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRCCCC048001795. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the delays facing children awaiting pain management assessment and treatment as 
raised by a group (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15457/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC05000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRCCCC051001796. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will give consideration to 
having cardiac patients recategorised to level 7 of the national roll-out plan for Covid-19 vac-
cinations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15460/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
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continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRCCCC05300Hospital Data

24/03/2021WRCCCC054001797. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the public and voluntary 
hospitals that have repair clinics for prosthetic limbs, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15464/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC05600Nursing Staff

24/03/2021WRCCCC057001798. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the number of approved 
psychiatric nursing posts, by speciality, as per A Vision for Change recommendations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15465/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC05900Disabilities Assessments

24/03/2021WRCCCC060001799. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Health the position regarding as-
sessment of needs waiting times (details supplied). [15474/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRCCCC06200Cross-Border Co-operation

24/03/2021WRCCCC063001800. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he is reviewing the Memo-
randum of Understanding with his colleague in the Northern Ireland Executive; the status of the 
performance of same; the extent to which information and data on testing, tracing and inbound 
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travellers has been shared under the Memorandum; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [15479/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There has been, and continues to be, 
significant engagement and cooperation between the Ministers for Health, the Chief Medical 
Officers, and the Departments of Health in Ireland and Northern Ireland throughout this pan-
demic. Both administrations are seeking to adopt similar approaches, where it is appropriate 
to do so and on the advice of respective Chief Medical Officers. This approach is underpinned 
a Memorandum of Understanding agreed by the Chief Medical Officers of the Department of 
Health and the Department of Health in Northern Ireland in April 2020 to strengthen North 
South co-operation on the public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Within this framework, the respective CMOs and their teams hold a weekly technical meet-
ing regarding cooperation in the public health response. These meetings typically involve in-
formation sharing on the epidemiological situation in the respective jurisdictions, trends in case 
numbers and the profile of the disease, updates on respective vaccination programmes, and 
international travel. In November, this overarching agreement was supplemented with a further 
Memorandum of Understanding in relation to a framework for mutual support for the provision 
of critical care.

Discussions between my Department and the Public Health Agency in relation to a Data 
Sharing Agreement for transferring data from Irish PLFs to Northern Ireland to assist in their 
public health efforts are at an advanced stage.  

There is also an established process in place for sharing of necessary details between the 
Public Health Agency NI and HSE in respect of people who may have been in close contact 
with someone who has tested positive in either jurisdiction.

Through the Memorandum of Understanding, there has been pragmatic and constructive 
engagement between the respective Chief Medical Officers and their teams. We recognise the 
benefit and necessity in continuing this close cooperation between the Northern Ireland Execu-
tive and the Irish Government in order to best manage the increasingly serious pressures facing 
healthcare.

24/03/2021WRCCCC06500Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRCCCC066001801. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the number of children with 
complex medical conditions availing of paediatric homecare following discharge from hospital 
in the past six months. [15480/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is as service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRCCCC06800Health Services

24/03/2021WRCCCC069001802. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to en-
sure adequate step down and rehabilitation services for persons who suffer from stroke upon 
discharge from inpatient hospital care. [15481/21]

24/03/2021WRCCCC07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government – Our Shared Future’, includes a commitment for advancing neuro-rehabilita-
tion services in the community.
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The Health Service Executive is leading on the implementation framework in respect of the 
recommendations of the National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation 
Services in Ireland 2011-2015. The focus of the Neuro-Rehabilitation Strategy is on achieving 
best outcomes for people, by providing safe, high quality, person-centred care at the lowest ap-
propriate level of complexity. This must be integrated across the care pathway and provided as 
close to home as possible or in specialist centres, where necessary.

The framework will guide the reconfiguration and development of neuro-rehabilitation 
structures and services at national and local level, through a 10-step Framework. It proposes 
the formation of Managed Clinical Rehabilitation Networks (MCRNs), with the set-up of one 
demonstration MCRN suggested as the first step. The ultimate goal of this approach is to put in 
place a national framework of acute, inpatient and specialist community services.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRDDDD00200Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRDDDD003001803. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons em-
ployed in CAMHS in County Roscommon; the number of vacancies waiting to be filled. 
[15482/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRDDDD00500Disabilities Assessments

24/03/2021WRDDDD006001804. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be seen for an assessment of need. [15504/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRDDDD00800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD009001805. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been 
given to further prioritising cardiac patients within the vaccine allocation groupings in view 
of the recognition of recent prioritisation of other medical conditions with regard to vaccine 
allocation and the severity of many cardiac conditions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15512/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy.

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.
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The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRDDDD01100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD012001806. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the role a company (details 
supplied) is playing in the provision of contact tracing; the cost of the contract; the amount 
spent on management consultancy fees in 2020 and to date in 2021; if the hiring of the company 
went through a normal procurement procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15516/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRDDDD01400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD015001807. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health if agency workers involved 
in contact tracing are bound by HSE policies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15517/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRDDDD01700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD018001808. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the category that pharmacy tech-
nicians are in to receive the Covid-19 vaccination; when this will occur; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15518/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
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and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles are being vaccinated in 
Cohort 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs, 
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Cohort 6.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRDDDD02000Cross-Border Co-operation

24/03/2021WRDDDD021001809. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the extent of formal cross-
Border healthcare provision, cooperation and integration; the services and locations in which 
this occurs, such as the paediatric congenital cardiac services in Children’s Health Ireland at 
Crumlin or in the North-West Cancer Centre, County Derry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15531/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There has been significant activity in 
cross-border health and social care over the last decade and more. The two health sectors con-
tinue to react to opportunities for cooperation where it makes practical sense to do so. 

The paediatric congenital cardiac services in Children’s Health Ireland at Crumlin and the 
North-West Cancer Centre at Altnagelvin Hospital in Derry are examples of the benefits of 
cross-border health services. 

Significant progress has been made towards the transfer of all cardiac surgical activity from 
Northern Ireland to Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) at Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin 
with 92 children from Northern Ireland having had cardiac surgery in CHI in 2020.

The development of the North West Cancer Centre brings a cross-border dimension to can-
cer services – providing radiotherapy services for the whole North West region and delivering 
the highest standards of specialist care with the latest high tech radiotherapy equipment. The 
North West Cancer Centre provides access to radiotherapy treatment for 500,000 people includ-
ing around 110,000 from the South.

Examples of some of the other areas of cross-border healthcare cooperation include:
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- The All-island Congenital Heart Disease Network;

- Percutaneous coronary intervention;

- Kidney transplant services;

- Critical care provision; and

- Ambulance services cooperation.

I am committed to strengthening North/South health cooperation where there are clear ben-
efits for both jurisdictions and for patients across the island.

24/03/2021WRDDDD02300Primary Care Centres

24/03/2021WRDDDD024001810. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the status of the new primary 
care centre for Grange, County Sligo; and the opening date for same. [15543/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

24/03/2021WRDDDD02600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD027001811. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15544/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRDDDD02900Nursing Homes Support Scheme

24/03/2021WRDDDD030001812. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will allow an extended 
timeframe for the sale of a home under the fair deal scheme before interest is charged given that 
currently homes must be sold within one year of the death of a person; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15547/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The NHSS, com-
monly  referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support for people  who require long 
term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their means 
while the State pays the  balance of the cost. The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term resi-
dential care is accessible and affordable for everyone and that  people are cared for in the most 
appropriate settings.

Ancillary State Support is an optional feature of the Fair Deal Scheme for people who own 
property/land-based assets in the State. It is a loan advanced by the HSE to help people meet 
the portion of their contribution to the cost of care that is based on property/land-based assets.

Ancillary State Support becomes repayable following the occurrence of a relevant  event, 
most commonly after the death of the client. After the death of  the person in care, the loan must 
be repaid within 12 months. If the  loan is not repaid within 12 months, interest will be applied. 
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The  interest will start from the date of death. The current interest rate is 0.0219% per day.

However, where the loan becomes repayable on the death of a client, the  repayment of mon-
ies (based on the principal residence only) can be  further deferred or postponed in certain cases. 
This is called ‘Further Deferral’.

An applicant for Further Deferral must be one of the following:

A spouse or partner,

A child (or the child of a spouse/ partner’s child) if they are under the age of 21 years or if 
their assets do not exceed the asset disregard of €36,000,

A sibling if their assets do not exceed the asset disregard of €36,000,

A relative in receipt of a disability or similar allowance, blind person’s pension, or the State 
pension (non-contributory), or whose  income does not exceed the State pension (contributory),

A relative who is in receipt of a foreign pension or allowance similar to those outlined in 
(d) above,

A relative who owns a building to which the principal residence is attached (e.g. ‘a granny 
flat’), or

Any person who cared for an applicant prior to the latter entering the nursing home (this is 
defined by reference to relevant social welfare payments) 

The individuals at (b)-(g) above are termed “connected persons” and they must also satisfy 
the following conditions:

The asset in question must be their only residence 

They must have lived there for not less than 3 years preceding the original application for 
the Nursing Home Loan 

They must not have an interest in any other property. 

A further deferral application can then be made to the HSE within 90 days after the death of 
the client but not later than 180 days after the death of the client.

The Ancillary State Support loan amount must then be repaid to the Revenue Commission-
ers within 12 months from the date of death of the Connected Person or within 6 months from 
date of sale.

24/03/2021WRDDDD03200Nursing Homes Support Scheme

24/03/2021WRDDDD033001813. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will postpone interest ac-
crual under the fair deal scheme following the death of a nursing home resident until after the 
end of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15548/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The NHSS, com-
monly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial support for people who require long term 
residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their means while 
the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme aims to ensure that long-term residential care 
is accessible and affordable for everyone and that people are cared for in the most appropriate 
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settings. 

Ancillary State Support is an optional feature of the Fair Deal Scheme for people who own 
property/land-based assets in the State. It is a loan advanced by the HSE to help people meet 
the portion of their contribution to the cost of care that is based on property/land-based assets.

Ancillary State Support becomes repayable following the occurrence of a relevant event, 
most commonly after the death of the client. After the death of the person in care, the loan must 
be repaid within 12 months. If the loan is not repaid within 12 months, interest will be applied. 
The interest will start from the date of death. The current interest rate is 0.0219% per day.

However, where the loan becomes repayable on the death of a client, the repayment of mon-
ies (based on the principal residence only) can be further deferred or postponed in certain cases. 
This is called ‘Further Deferral’.

An applicant for Further Deferral must be one of the following:

A spouse or partner, 

A child (or the child of a spouse/ partner’s child) if they are under the age of 21 years or if 
their assets do not exceed the asset disregard of €36,000, 

A sibling if their assets do not exceed the asset disregard of €36,000,

A relative in receipt of a disability or similar allowance, blind person’s pension, or the State 
pension (non-contributory), or whose income does not exceed the State pension (contributory), 

A relative who is in receipt of a foreign pension or allowance similar to those outlined in 
(d) above, 

A relative who owns a building to which the principal residence is attached (e.g. ‘a granny 
flat’), or 

Any person who cared for an applicant prior to the latter entering the nursing home (this is 
defined by reference to relevant social welfare payments). 

The individuals at (b)-(g) above are termed “connected persons” and they must also satisfy 
the following conditions:

The asset in question must be their only residence 

They must have lived there for not less than 3 years preceding the original application for 
the Nursing Home Loan 

They must not have an interest in any other property. 

A further deferral application can then be made to the HSE within 90 days after the death of 
the client but not later than 180 days after the death of the client.

The Ancillary State Support loan amount must then be repaid to the Revenue Commission-
ers within 12 months from the date of death of the Connected Person or within 6 months from 
date of sale.

24/03/2021WRDDDD03500Mental Health Services

24/03/2021WRDDDD036001814. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the action he will take on the 
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recent unfavourable report relating to a facility (details supplied) in County Kildare; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15549/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WRDDDD03800Departmental Appointments

24/03/2021WRDDDD039001815. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health his plans to appoint a chief 
pharmacist in his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15550/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has professionally 
qualified pharmacists among its staff and does not have plans to appoint a Chief Pharmacist at 
the present time. The matter will be kept under review in the context of wider workforce plan-
ning considerations.

24/03/2021WRDDDD04100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD042001816. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will utilise local media to 
ensure the Covid-19 message is disseminated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15554/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRDDDD04400Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRDDDD045001817. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of staff at each 
regional public health department in tabular form; and his plans to increase staff numbers. 
[15585/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRDDDD04700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD048001818. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the locations of mandatory 
hotel quarantine in the south of the country. [15586/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Tifco Hotel Group have been appointed 
as the service provider to assist the State in delivering mandatory hotel quarantine. Ground 
transportation to the designated facility will be provided for travellers from their point of entry 
to the State.

The facilities which will be used to receive arriving travellers in the start-up phase are lo-
cated in Dublin.

The contractual arrangements provide for additional hotels from the group to be added as 
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required to support the State in implementing this important public health measure. The loca-
tions of such additional facilities will be determined having regard to operational requirements 
and relevant operational factors.

24/03/2021WRDDDD05000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD051001819. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he will expand the countries 
on the list for mandatory hotel quarantine. [15587/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (Amendment) Act 2021 
provides for a system of mandatory quarantine at designated facilities for certain categories of 
travellers. Under Section 38E of the Health (Amendment) Act 2021, the Minister for Health 
may designate high-risk states, having regard to the advice of the Chief Medical Officer and in 
consultation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs and any other relevant government minister. 
The designation of high-risk states has been completed and published on www.gov.ie/quaran-
tine, in anticipation of commencement at 4am Friday 26th March. There are currently 33 such 
states designated by the Minister for Health.

The Government gives continuous consideration to travel policy informed by the epide-
miological situation internationally and public health advice, particularly in regard to the list of 
designated high-risk countries.

24/03/2021WRDDDD05300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD054001820. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the measures he has dis-
cussed with the Minister for Education on additional public health safety measures at schools. 
[15588/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRDDDD05600National Treatment Purchase Fund

24/03/2021WRDDDD057001821. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the cost of operations and procedures 
for University Hospital Kerry referred to private hospitals under the National Treatment Pur-
chase Fund in each of the years 2018 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15592/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRDDDD05900Hospital Data

24/03/2021WRDDDD060001822. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number and cost of each of hip 
replacement and knee replacement surgeries, respectively referred from University Hospital 
Kerry to private hospitals in County Kerry in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020. [15593/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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24/03/2021WRDDDD06200Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRDDDD063001823. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the changes to and im-
pact on the provision of on-site therapeutic services to the children and young people attending 
services (details supplied) generally and the pupils of a school in particular in the rolling out 
of the new HSE progressing disability services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15598/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRDDDD06500Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRDDDD066001824. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the timeline for implement-
ing the progressing disability services programme; the changes this will result in; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15607/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRDDDD06800Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRDDDD069001825. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if children with disabilities 
will still be able to access disability services based on the location they go to school as opposed 
to their home address under the progressing disability services programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15608/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRDDDD07100Disability Services Provision

24/03/2021WRDDDD072001826. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will consult with 
parents whose children are affected by the changes under the progressing disability services 
programme to ensure that changes to children’s disability services do not worsen accessibility 
or convenience; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15609/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRDDDD07400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRDDDD075001827. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if Covid-19 rules in hospitals 
will be relaxed to allow a partner to attend with a woman experiencing a miscarriage given that 
support is necessary for women experiencing the pain, grief and emotional turmoil of a miscar-
riage and the importance for a couple to have the support of a partner at this traumatic time; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15610/21]

24/03/2021WRDDDD07600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
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the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE00200Hospital Services

24/03/2021WREEEE003001828. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the availabil-
ity of ultrasound scans at weekends in acute hospitals; if there is a discrepancy in availability 
across the country; if his attention has been drawn to the backlogs and issues being caused 
within the health system by the lack of CT availability at weekends; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15612/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such as the 
use of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative out-
patient settings.

The work of the HSE to improve access to elective care and reduce waiting times for pa-
tients is supported by the National Treatment Purchase Fund. This included increased use of 
private hospitals, funding weekend and evening work in public hospitals, funding “see and 
treat” services where minor procedures are provided at the same time as outpatient consulta-
tions, funding hybrid services where public and private hospitals contribute to the treatment of 
patients, virtual clinics and clinical validation.

€240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, €210m of which 
has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment Purchase Fund. 
This will be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of mea-
sures taken in the context of Covid-19, as well as to address waiting lists.

In relation to the specific query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE00500Maternity Services

24/03/2021WREEEE006001829. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if improvements are planned 
across the health system for women experiencing miscarriages including awareness campaigns 
for all medical personnel, including sonographers, nurses, doctors and administrative staff; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15614/21]



24 March 2021

935

24/03/2021WREEEE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE00800Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WREEEE009001830. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when the main and lead pain 
consultant specialists for children’s pain management will be in place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15620/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE01100Departmental Funding

24/03/2021WREEEE012001831. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated to each 
cross-Border health and social care service for each of the past five years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15621/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE01400Departmental Correspondence

24/03/2021WREEEE015001832. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a mat-
ter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15622/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The NPHET is currently considering 
the issue of updated guidance for those who are fully vaccinated.

The issue of guidance for vaccinated healthcare workers with underlying health conditions 
is under consideration by the HSE.

24/03/2021WREEEE01700HSE Staff

24/03/2021WREEEE018001833. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if external recruitment agen-
cies used by the HSE are required to follow the same codes of practice as the HSE during direct 
recruitment; the name of the codes of practice; if recruitment agencies are informed by the HSE 
of the codes of practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15624/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE02000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WREEEE021001834. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if a company (details supplied) 
is involved in the recruitment of contact tracers or in the running of contact tracing centres; the 
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role it plays in same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15625/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE02300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WREEEE024001835. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the figure for contact tracer 
staff retention since the Covid-19 contact tracing centres opened; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15626/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE02600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WREEEE027001836. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if complaints about working 
conditions have been received in the contact tracing centres; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15627/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE02900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WREEEE030001837. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the job descriptions of clini-
cal and non-clinical contact tracers, respectively; the differences in the two roles; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15628/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE03200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WREEEE033001838. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if contact tracers have access 
to passenger locator form data in order to trace close contacts of confirmed cases on arriving 
flights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15629/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE03500Maternity Services

24/03/2021WREEEE036001839. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of International 
Board of Lactation Consultant Examiners certified lactation consultants holding specialist posts 
in each maternity unit. [15635/21]
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24/03/2021WREEEE03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE03800Maternity Services

24/03/2021WREEEE039001840. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of breast pumps 
available in each maternity unit. [15636/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE04100Maternity Services

24/03/2021WREEEE042001841. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if there is a specific budget 
for the provision of breastfeeding supplies in maternity hospitals and units; if so, the way this 
budget compares with that of formula supplies (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15637/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE04400Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WREEEE045001842. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of medical interns 
offered a post in 2020; the number accepted; the number of medical graduates that year; if ev-
ery medical graduate had an intern post offered in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15639/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In 2020 a medical intern position was 
offered by the HSE to 1,295 applicants. The number of applicants that accepted this offer and 
commenced working with the HSE was 992.

It is not necessary to be a graduate of an Irish medical school to be eligible to apply for an 
internship position with the HSE. The 1,295 eligible applicants would have included graduates 
from Irish Medical Schools but also included graduates from Medical schools in the UK and 
Poland. A graduate also has a period of two years from when they have graduated to apply for 
an internship. In previous years 734 medical internship positions were available. The measures 
put in place in 2020 were emergency measures in direct response to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Over the past number of weeks, my Department and the HSE have been reviewing the op-
tion to increase the number of medical intern places for July 2021. I have announced an increase 
of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the number of intern places will be 
supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate training places, to ensure these doctors 
can avail of the next step in the training pathway following completion of an internship. 

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service.  As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
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model.

24/03/2021WREEEE04700Cannabis for Medicinal Use

24/03/2021WREEEE048001843. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will review the qualify-
ing conditions under the medical cannabis access programme; if there is evidence to include 
chronic pain as a qualifying condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15640/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority’s “Cannabis for Medical Review Use – A Scientific Review” advised that treatment with 
cannabis is only permitted under a controlled access programme for the treatment of patients 
with;

a. Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis resistant to all standard therapies and inter-
ventions whilst under expert medical supervision;

b. Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy, despite the use of stan-
dard anti-emetic regimes whilst under expert medical supervision;

c. Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy that has failed to respond to standard 
anticonvulsant medications whilst under expert medical supervision.

The programme, included in the HSE Service Plan for 2021, will operate on a five year pilot 
basis.

24/03/2021WREEEE05000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WREEEE051001844. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the current information for 
surgeons on the vaccination of patients awaiting surgery; if Ireland is following the same model 
as the UK (details supplied); if non-urgent elective surgery is taking place on patients who have 
yet to receive the vaccination, particularly those identified in the at-risk category; the reason for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15641/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
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severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE05300Nursing Home Fees

24/03/2021WREEEE054001845. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health his views on the new payment 
system put in place for long-stay charges in residential homes run by an organisation (details 
supplied) in 2017; the reason these payment rates have almost doubled; the reason the payments 
vary depending on a nurse being on duty in cases in which the nurse is already paid for being 
on duty; the reason for the cost; the purpose for which the cost is used; the areas to which the 
costs are directed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15647/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE05600Nursing Home Fees

24/03/2021WREEEE057001846. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to families struggling to cover the cost of long-stay charges in residential homes run by an or-
ganisation (details supplied) since costs were increased in 2017; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15648/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE05900Hospice Services

24/03/2021WREEEE060001847. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the geographical location of the 
two new inpatient unit hospices being considered for palliative care in CHO8. [15670/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The 2001 National Palliative Care Poli-
cy states that that all regions across Ireland should have access to a full range of palliative care 
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services which includes a Level 3 inpatient unit (hospice). In line with national policy and the 
HSE’s Palliative Care Services Development Framework 2017-2019, hospices are planned for 
Drogheda (30-36 beds) and Tullamore (16-20 beds) in CHO8.

A site within the grounds of the Midland Regional Hospital Tullamore has been made avail-
able for the hospice in Tullamore and funding has been secured through the HSE Capital Estates 
Programme to prepare initial outline drawings.

The hospice for the north-east is to be located on a site donated by the Medical Missionaries 
of Mary directly adjacent to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda. A planning application 
is due to be submitted shortly.

The HSE is closely working with local hospice groups and philanthropy to progress these 
developments.

24/03/2021WREEEE06200Palliative Care Services

24/03/2021WREEEE063001848. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to develop 
two new palliative units in the CHO8 region in terms of timescale, location, capacity and fund-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15671/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

24/03/2021WREEEE06500Health Services Access

24/03/2021WREEEE066001849. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting so long for a medical appointment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15672/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
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The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE06800Eating Disorders

24/03/2021WREEEE069001850. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase funding 
for services that provide support for eating disorders by the end of 2021; if so, the amount of ad-
ditional funding that will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15674/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE07100General Practitioner Services

24/03/2021WREEEE072001851. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the HSE 
secures a permanent general practitioner for Kilrush, County Clare, as a matter of urgency (de-
tails supplied). [15676/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WREEEE07400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WREEEE075001852. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if those with chronic cardiac 
conditions will be included in cohort 4 for Covid-19 vaccination; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15679/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE076001853. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if matters raised by a person 
(details supplied) regarding accessing Covid-19 vaccinations for cardiac patients will receive a 
response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15680/21]

24/03/2021WREEEE07700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1852 
and 1853 together.

On the 23rd of February 2021, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Al-
location Strategy.

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
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ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRFFFF00300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRFFFF004001854. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the workforce planning for the de-
livery of the vaccination centre in County Mayo; the number of staff required to run the Breaffy, 
County Mayo vaccination centre; the number of personnel that will be recruited for this opera-
tion; the number that will be offered agency or HSE contracts; the duration of contracts offered; 
the entry level qualifications required; the type of training provided; if staff will be deployed 
from Mayo University Hospital or Community Healthcare West; if so, the areas from which 
they will be deployed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15686/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF00600Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRFFFF007001855. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
delay in processing applications for the primary medical certificate; when he expects the back-
log of applications to be processed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15693/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which pro-
vides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, 
T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 2021.
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The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19. Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments. The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

24/03/2021WRFFFF00900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRFFFF010001856. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health when members of An Garda 
Síochána working on the front line can expect to receive the vaccine; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15695/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy.

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRFFFF01200Hospital Services
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24/03/2021WRFFFF013001857. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when members of multidisci-
plinary pain team recruited over the past three months will begin seeing patients. [15696/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF01500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRFFFF016001858. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the date on which he will pub-
lish guidance in relation to workers that have been out due to health issues and have since been 
vaccinated which would potentially allow workers to return to healthcare work. [15697/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF01800Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRFFFF019001859. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the number of intern doctors 
working in Roscommon University Hospital and in University Hospital Galway; his plans to re-
duce these numbers; if so, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15699/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021.

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship.

The six Intern Training Networks, that organize and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.

24/03/2021WRFFFF02100Hospital Staff

24/03/2021WRFFFF022001860. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the number of intern doctors 
posts created since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic; if these intern doctors will be hired per-
manently or offered the opportunity to be hired permanently; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15700/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
in 2020 a temporary increase in the number of medical intern posts was introduced and 992 
graduates commenced employment with the HSE. This increase from the previous number of 
734 was an emergency measure in direct response to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Over the past number of weeks, my Department and the HSE have been reviewing the op-
tion to increase the number of medical intern places for July 2021. I have announced an increase 
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of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the number of intern places will be 
supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate training places, to ensure these doctors 
can avail of the next step in the training pathway following completion of an internship.

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.

Over the next number of months, the HSE will be undertaking a formal review of the num-
ber of intern posts and postgraduate training positions to ensure the number of intern places are 
in line with future medical workforce planning requirements of the health service. As part of 
this review the clinical sites where additional intern posts are most needed will be considered to 
ensure that the current configuration provides the most efficient and educationally appropriate 
model.

24/03/2021WRFFFF02400Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRFFFF025001861. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health the date on which a primary 
certificate application for a person (details supplied) will be assessed; the date on which a cer-
tificate will be issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15709/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which pro-
vides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the  Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, 
T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19. Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments. The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRFFFF02700Covid-19 Pandemic
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24/03/2021WRFFFF028001862. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the policy regarding vaccina-
tion of persons resident in hospices; the visiting restrictions imposed on such facilities; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15710/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF03000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRFFFF031001863. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the policy for vaccinating 
new residents of long-term residential care facilities who were not discharged from a clinical 
setting; the policy for vaccinating new residents of long-term residential care facilities who 
were discharged from a clinical setting; the timeline for vaccination; if they must be vaccinated 
ahead of residency at a long-term residential care facility; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15711/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF03300Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRFFFF034001864. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will initiate a recruit-
ment campaign for paediatric rheumatologists; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
there are two paediatric rheumatologists serving the entire population; if his attention has been 
further drawn to the waiting list to access the expertise of a paediatric rheumatologist here; 
the reason for permitting this situation to prevail; and if he will make contact with a person 
(details supplied) in respect of correspondence sent to him which remains unanswered to date. 
[15723/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF03600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRFFFF037001865. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will receive the Covid-19 vaccine; if they will be called via their general practitioner 
or the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15725/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF03900Hospital Data

24/03/2021WRFFFF040001866. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of haemodialysis 
patients treated in contracted centres in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15732/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
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the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF04200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRFFFF043001867. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 pa-
tients at University Hospital Galway transferred to other hospitals for oxygen treatment during 
the period 1 February 2020 to 1 February 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15735/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF04500Primary Medical Certificates

24/03/2021WRFFFF046001868. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
on a primary medical certificate for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15737/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) Community Medical 
Doctors in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether 
an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, 
which is a requirement for the Scheme.

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which pro-
vides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, 
T.D., issued an instruction to the HSE to recommence assessments from 1st January, 2021.

The ability to hold assessments has been impacted by, among other things, the public health 
restrictions in place to suppress and manage the spread of COVID-19. Unfortunately there are 
delays in the processing of assessments due to the involvement of the HSE Medical Doctors in 
the national COVID-19 response, which I know are causing undue strain on applicants.

I recently met with the HSE to discuss the issues around the delay in accessing Primary 
Medical Certificate assessments. The HSE has confirmed that it is continuing to monitor the 
situation in the context of resuming the range of services that are provided by Community 
Medical Doctors under the HSE Service Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking into account the 
pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

As the Deputy’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRFFFF04800Ophthalmology Services

24/03/2021WRFFFF049001869. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an applica-
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tion by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15738/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF05100Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRFFFF052001870. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify details on the 
pain relief outpatients waiting list report as listed on the NTPF website; his views on whether 
the numbers listed cannot be correct given that Children’s Health Ireland is not taking referrals; 
and if he will rectify the age groups listings which are zero to 16, 16 to 64 and over 65 years 
of age given that Children’s Health Ireland has agreed to keep all chronic pain patients until 18 
years of age. [15744/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I recognise that waiting times for sched-
uled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for patients and their 
families.

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF05400Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRFFFF055001871. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
for orthopaedic surgery in Cork University Hospital by length of time waiting in tabular form. 
[15745/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
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ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such as the 
use of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative out-
patient settings.

In addition the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) is currently reviewing strate-
gies to maximise activity and benefit for patients, to include, increased use of private hospitals, 
funding weekend and evening work in public hospitals, funding “ see and treat” services where 
minor procedures are provided at the same time outpatient consultations, funding hybrid ser-
vices where public and private hospitals contribute to the treatment of patients, virtual clinics, 
and clinical validation.

€240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, €210m of which 
has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment Purchase Fund. 
This will be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of mea-
sures taken in the context of Covid-19, as well as to address waiting lists.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

The information requested by the Deputy concerning the number of persons waiting for 
Orthopaedic surgery in Cork University Hospital by length of time waiting in tabular form is 
outlined in the attached document.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1871-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Orthopaedic surgery in Cork University Hospi-
tal</a>]

24/03/2021WRFFFF05700Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRFFFF058001872. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health his plans to reopen trauma 
theatres in St. Steven’s Hospital, Cork to deal with orthopaedic surgery waiting times; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15746/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF06000Hospital Data
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24/03/2021WRFFFF061001873. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of orthopaedic 
surgeries cancelled in Cork University Hospital by the hospital due to capacity issues by quarter 
in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [15747/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRFFFF06300Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRFFFF064001874. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time for 
orthopaedic surgery in Cork University Hospital in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular 
form. [15748/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is being collated by Department officials and a deferred reply will be submitted within ten 
working days.

24/03/2021WRFFFF06600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRFFFF067001875. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will include pharmacy staff 
in the next wave of the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccine. [15749/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy.

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March. 

Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles are being vaccinated in 
Cohort 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs, 
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Cohort 6.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
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essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRFFFF06900Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRFFFF070001876. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons diag-
nosed with lung cancer at stages 1 to 4, respectively in each of the years 2018 to 2020, in tabular 
form. [15751/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Cancer Registry Ireland 
(NCRI) estimates that approximately 2,753 people were diagnosed with lung cancer annually 
in Ireland between 2018-2020. However, the NCRI advises that stage data for 2018-2020 is not 
yet available. The most recent stage data available is for 2014 - 2017, and is as follows:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1876-24-03-21_en.docx”> National Cancer Registry Ireland Data</a>]

The percentage of cases that could not be assigned to stage, based on the data available at 
the time of data-extraction, is higher for 2017 but the NCRI advise that this will reduce as they 
collate further information.

24/03/2021WRFFFF07200Hospital Data

24/03/2021WRFFFF073001877. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
attended a rapid access lung clinic for a diagnostic test in each month from January 2020 to 
January 2021; the percentage of these appointments that were seen within the recommended 
timeframe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15752/21]

24/03/2021WRFFFF07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The number of attendances at Lung 
Rapid Access Clinics for the period January 2020 to January 2021 and the percentage seen 
within the recommended timeframe is set out below:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1877-24-03-21_en.docx”> Lung Rapid Access Clinics Data</a>]

The January 2021 data has not been finalised and so may be subject to some change.

24/03/2021WRGGGG0010024/03/2021WRGGGG00200Hospital Data

24/03/2021WRGGGG003001878. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who at-
tended a rapid access prostate clinic for a diagnostic test during each month from January 2020 
to January 2021; the percentage of these appointments that were seen within the recommended 
timeframe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15753/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The number of attendances at Prostate 
Rapid Access Clinics for the period January 2020 to January 2021 is as follows:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1878-24-03-21_en.docx”>Prostate Rapid Access Clinics Data</a>]

The January 2021 data has not been finalised and so may be subject to some change.
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24/03/2021WRGGGG00500Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRGGGG006001879. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
providing better and more efficient access to paediatric rheumatology for children with special 
needs; the progress to date in securing additional paediatric rheumatologists within the HSE 
since the recruitment drive closed in December 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15754/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG00800Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG009001880. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the various 
Covid-19-related public information campaigns run by his Department to date; and the number 
that relate specifically on the way to properly wear a face covering and to dispose and wash face 
masks appropriately. [15764/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has invested in sig-
nificant public health campaigns to ensure that all members of the community are aware of the 
public health guidelines, and the significant work carried out by the NPHET.

On 16 March 2020, in response to COVID-19, my Department acknowledged the impor-
tance of people maintaining their wellbeing to help them push through this unprecedented out-
break and the months that follow.  With regards to this, a national wellbeing initiative was 
launched in April 2020.  The Healthy Ireland team in my Department, together with the HSE 
and Government Information Systems (GIS), led the collaborative development and delivery of 
the Government’s COVID-19 wellbeing campaign ‘In This Together’ to promote cross-Depart-
mental resources and initiatives to support health and wellbeing during this challenging time.

The #Inthistogether Wellbeing and Mental Health campaign featured radio advertising and 
social media activity to raise awareness about the need for social distancing in support of people 
who are visually impaired and people with disabilities.

My Department also produced a radio ad campaign to promote awareness of the introduc-
tion of regulations making the completion of the COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form compul-
sory.  The campaign was launched on 28 May 2020 and ran for two weeks across more than 30 
radio stations including national, regional and local broadcasters.

Also during the ongoing pandemic, my Department has produced a TV campaign to pro-
mote safe shopping habits during the COVID-19 crisis in April and May of 2020.

With regards to my Departments social media campaign, one item of social media advertis-
ing is planned for 2021.  This is the continuation of the KEEP WELL campaign into 2021 which 
will be used to promote 4 videos which includes promoting the correct use of face masks.

Furthermore, my Departments regular NPHET press conferences provide a substantial op-
portunity to respond to media queries and to raise the profile of the key public health campaigns 
required to limit the spread of COVID-19, including the importance of the wearing of face 
coverings in shops, crowded outdoor spaces, on public transport and indoor communal working 
spaces.

On Thursday 7th January, the Chief Medical Officer took the opportunity to highlight the 
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possible misuse in the wearing of face coverings and to advise people to review the guid-
ance on how to wear a face covering which is available on the gov.ie and HSE.ie websites. 
For example: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/aac74c-guidance-on-safe-use-of-face-cov-
erings/ and https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-coverings-masks-and-covid-19/
when-to-wear.html#when-to-wear.

To support the ongoing public health guidance by the NPHET, my Department’s Press and 
Communications unit works closely with the HSE Communications team to raise the awareness 
further with regards to these campaigns amongst the general public.  In June 2020, the HSE 
engaged a public awareness campaign around wearing masks / face coverings.

As this question also relates directly to the Health Service Executive, I have asked them to 
respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG01100Health Services

24/03/2021WRGGGG012001881. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will consider on grounds 
of equity allowing provision for medical card holders to access specialist women’s healthcare 
treatments (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15765/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Women who have a medical card are 
entitled to a range of services including general practitioner services, prescribed drugs and med-
icines, all in-patient public hospital services in public wards (including consultant services), all 
out-patient public hospital services (including consultant services).

In relation to care under the specific areas the Deputy has mentioned, it is recommended that 
women who experience menopausal symptoms which they find difficult to deal with see their 
GP.  GPs can offer treatments and suggest lifestyle changes if a woman has severe menopausal 
symptoms that have a significant impact on her everyday activities.

In relation to lactation consultants, Midwives and Public Health Nurses are trained and are 
skilled in providing breastfeeding support commencing in the antenatal period in the delivery of 
antenatal/breastfeeding education.  Midwives support the establishment of breastfeeding imme-
diately after birth and help mothers learn the skill of breastfeeding in the immediate post-natal 
period. Public Health Nurses, many of whom also trained as Midwives and Paediatric Nurses, 
are trained and skilled in providing breastfeeding support throughout the post-natal period.

Every new mother is seen by a Public Health Nurse within 72 hours of leaving hospital 
and follow-up support is provided to breastfeeding mothers.  Approximately 200 staff working 
within the HSE e.g. Midwives, Public Health Nurses, medical doctors also hold an additional 
International Board Certified Lactation Consultant qualification.

Integrating routine lactation consultant support has been shown to improve the experience 
of care that mothers receive and breastfeeding initiation and duration rates in Ireland and inter-
nationally.  Breastfeeding clinics and online breastfeeding support meetings are provided by the 
HSE and HSE funded voluntary breastfeeding organisations around the country.  Facilitators 
of these groups have International Board-Certified Lactation Consultant qualifications or are 
experienced trained peer counsellors.

The HSE also run a free online breastfeeding advice and information service staffed by ex-
perienced International Board-Certified Lactation Consultants 7 days a week, there was a 38% 
increase in demand for the service in 2020 with almost 4,000 breastfeeding questions answered 
via live chat or e-mail.
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In addition to these supports, the HSE also have a cohort of posts based both within mater-
nity services and within public health nursing services which are dedicated lactation consultant 
posts so as to provide specialised care for mothers experiencing challenges with breastfeeding 
which is over and above that referenced above.  These dedicated posts also support the devel-
opment of the skills and knowledge of other front-line colleagues in the area of breastfeeding.

Finally, the Women’s Health Taskforce which was established in September 2019 with the 
aim of improving women’s health outcomes and experiences of healthcare, has a key role to 
ensuring women’s health issues can be given more consistent, expert and committed atten-
tion within the health system and the Department of Health.  This includes listening to wom-
en through a national ‘Radical Listening’ exercise and hearing their suggestions for women’s 
health in Ireland.  These findings will be shared in the coming months.

24/03/2021WRGGGG01400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG015001882. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of front-line 
healthcare workers in an organisation (details supplied) in Cork who have been vaccinated.  
[15778/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG01700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG018001883. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the details of his engage-
ment with EU member states and the UK in respect of his contribution on a proposed common 
Covid-19 travel certificate and or a digital green certificate in respect of travel. [15599/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 17 March, the EU Commission pub-
lished its proposal for Regulation for a Digital Green Certificate.  This proposed regulation lays 
down a framework for the issuance, verification and acceptance of interoperable certificates to 
facilitate free movement.  Ireland is  carefully considering the proposal and its many policy, 
infrastructural and operational implications across a number of sectors and authorities.  This 
proposal is part of the package of EU measures to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.  It 
builds, in particular, on previous technical work carried out in the Health Security Committee 
and the eHealth Network.

The EU Health Security Committee is a vital part of the collaborative effort to develop co-
ordinated response to cross-border health threats from infectious diseases.  My Department has 
engaged with this Committee throughout the pandemic.  I recognise the importance of the UKs 
participation on this Committee during this crisis and welcome their collaboration in addressing 
this serious cross-border threat to health.

My Department has participated in weekly eHealth Network Co-ordinated Actions meet-
ings since the start of the pandemic and the issue of digital certification for COVID-19 vaccina-
tions has been discussed at this network.

I am committed to continuing this collaboration towards developing similar travel ap-
proaches where it is appropriate to do so and in line with national public health advice.
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24/03/2021WRGGGG02000Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRGGGG021001884. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE pae-
diatric pain specialists nationally; his plans to increase same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15788/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG02300Maternity Services

24/03/2021WRGGGG024001885. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Health the spend on the HSE breast-
feeding action plan for 2019 and 2020; and the way in which this compares to that which had 
been budgeted for this area. [15789/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG02600Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG027001886. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health when a written policy will be 
in place allowing occupational health to clear for immediate return to work critical healthcare 
workers deemed highly vulnerable (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15794/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG02900Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRGGGG030001887. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health when the paediatric rheuma-
tologist will start work and see patients; when the information leaflet prepared for general 
practitioners by parents of children with Down’s syndrome-related arthritis and which has been 
ready since November 2019 will be distributed to their practices and to other health profession-
als; when arthritis screening for children with Down’s syndrome will be introduced; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [15795/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG03200Paediatric Services

24/03/2021WRGGGG033001888. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the re-
cruitment and appointment of a full-time dedicated paediatric pain consultant given that chil-
dren in chronic pain are now without a full-time consultant for 16 months; if the number of 
children on the waiting lists as published are correct ; the reason the multidisciplinary pain 
teams which were filled three months ago are not seeing patients; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [15796/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG03500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG036001889. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if elderly persons having to 
travel distances to receive their vaccine will be eligible for reimbursement; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15817/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG03800Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRGGGG039001890. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the positions allocated and 
filled in counties Sligo and Leitrim in respect of speech and language therapy, social work, 
physiotherapy and occupational therapy in tabular form; and the figures at a national level. 
[15822/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG04100Dental Services 

24/03/2021WRGGGG042001891. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of independent dental 
practices that signed up to the dental treatment services scheme in each of the past five years; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15823/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1892 answered with Question No. 1398.

24/03/2021WRGGGG04500Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG046001893. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the cost involved in manda-
tory quarantining for those entering Ireland (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15826/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All passengers arriving into Ireland 
from designated States after 4 a.m. on the morning of Friday, 26 March are now required to pre-
book accommodation in a designated quarantine facility, and to pre-pay for their stay.  Persons 
arriving from non-designated States and who have had a not-detected PCRE test in the preced-
ing 72 hours will not be required to enter a designated quarantine facility but will still be subject 
to other public health requirements.

Before travelling to Ireland, persons arriving from designated States or who have been in 
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a designated State in the previous 14 days must, under the law, reserve and pay for a place in 
mandatory hotel quarantine using an online booking portal for their entire party.

The cost of mandatory hotel quarantine will depend on the number of persons in the arriving 
party and the number of any additional adults and children involved. F ull details are available 
on the online booking portal https://www.quarantinehotelsireland.ie/

24/03/2021WRGGGG04800Neuro-Rehabilitation Services

24/03/2021WRGGGG049001894. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the reason a person with a 
brain injury who is over 65 years of age and who could gain significantly from rehabilitation 
is unable to access community neurorehabilitation services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15827/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government – Our Shared Future’, includes a commitment for advancing neuro-rehabilita-
tion services in the community.

The Health Service Executive is leading on the implementation framework in respect of the 
recommendations of the National Policy and Strategy for the provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation 
Services in Ireland 2011-2015.  The focus of the Neuro-Rehabilitation Strategy is on achieving 
best outcomes for people, by providing safe, high quality, person-centred care at the lowest ap-
propriate level of complexity.  This must be integrated across the care pathway and provided as 
close to home as possible or in specialist centres, where necessary.

The framework will guide the reconfiguration and development of neuro-rehabilitation 
structures and services at national and local level, through a 10-step Framework.  It proposes 
the formation of Managed Clinical Rehabilitation Networks (MCRNs), with the set-up of one 
demonstration MCRN suggested as the first step.  The ultimate goal of this approach is to put in 
place a national framework of acute, inpatient and specialist community services. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG05100Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG052001895. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of healthcare work-
ers in each category that have received the Covid-19 vaccine to date; the number of persons 
between 70-74, 75-79, 80-84 over 85 years of age, respectively who have received the vaccine 
to date; the number of persons at very high risk of severe disease who have received the vac-
cine to date by condition; and the number in each type of long-term care facility, for example, 
nursing homes, residential disability, and residential mental health institutes that have received 
the vaccine to date in tabular form. [15829/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG05400Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG055001896. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the definition for the term “not 
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coded” which is used on Covid-19 data hub in relation to the persons who have been adminis-
tered a vaccine.  [15830/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG05700Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG058001897. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the IT system for the vacci-
nation roll-out is capable  of  issuing appointments for vaccines; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15831/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG06000Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRGGGG061001898. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the clinical evidence in rela-
tion to the point at which persons in an age cohort are no more likely to develop severe disease 
if they catch SARS-CoV-2 than the general population; (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15832/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There is a large body of consistent na-
tional and international surveillance and research evidence to indicate that the risk of hospi-
talisation and death from COVID-19 increases sharply in older age groups and in patients with 
certain underlying conditions.  Surveillance of COVID-19 in Ireland, including the collection 
of age-specific risk of hospitalisation and death data, is an executive function of the Health 
Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) in the HSE.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG06300Cannabis for Medicinal Use

24/03/2021WRGGGG064001899. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he plans to take measures 
providing equal treatment to patients taking products manufactured by a company (details sup-
plied) and to allow the type of medical cannabis products to be funded at source similar to those 
under the compassionate access programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15833/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I would refer the Deputy to Section 
10B of the Health Act 2004 under which the Minister for Health may not give a direction to the 
Executive in the manner as sought by the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRGGGG06600Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRGGGG067001900. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if an updated vaccine supply 
forecast will be provided for quarters 1, 2 and 3 (details supplied). [15837/21]
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24/03/2021WRGGGG06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is working as part of the EU to 
secure a safe and stable supply of Covid-19 vaccines and expects to receive up to 1.1 million 
doses of three currently authorised vaccines (Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna and AstraZeneca) be-
fore end March 2021. 

Advance planning for April, May and June shows Ireland receiving over 1 million doses per 
month from Advance Purchase Agreements.  The delivery timeframes are still being worked on 
with manufacturers.  Janssen, the fourth authorised vaccine, will start supplying vaccine doses 
in the latter half of April.

Vaccines continue to be administered very quickly after their arrival into the country, al-
though supply is currently limited by a number of factors including manufacturing constraints.  
Further significant progress will be made over the coming months, as additional quantities of 
vaccine supplies arrive into the country and more vaccines are approved for use, which will 
substantially increase capacity to administer vaccines and reach broader population coverage.

24/03/2021WRGGGG06900Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRGGGG070001901. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if office bound HSE staff have 
received a Covid-19 vaccine; the number of this cohort who have received a vaccine; the ratio-
nale for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15838/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRGGGG07200Covid-19 Tests

24/03/2021WRGGGG073001902. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on Co-
vid-19 testing and tracing in 2020; the amount budgeted for; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15843/21]

24/03/2021WRGGGG07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHHH00200Covid-19 Tests

24/03/2021WRHHHH003001903. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on Co-
vid-19 testing and tracing in 2021 to date; the amount budgeted for 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15844/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHHH00500Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRHHHH006001904. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the total Covid-19-related 
spend in 2020 by budget line item; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15845/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The final budget allocation for spending 
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on COVID-19 measures by the Department of Health through the HSE in 2020 was €2,511m 
(comprising €2,291m current and €220m capital).

The current allocation for COVID-19 measures in 2020 includes: €920m for personal pro-
tective equipment; €330m for private hospital capacity; €292m for COVID-19 testing & contact 
tracing; €190m for acute hospitals; €140m for GP services; €80m for the Temporary Payment 
Assistance Scheme for private nursing homes; €76m for payment of student nurses and medi-
cal interns; €45m for accommodation and isolation facilities; and €218m for other measures 
including community costs, disability services, hospices, the National Ambulance Service and 
other miscellaneous supports.

The capital allocation for COVID-19 measures in 2020 includes: €125m for buildings and 
related equipment; €45m for other equipment; €32m for ventilators and €18m for ICT.

The HSE are currently in the process of finalising their annual financial statements for 2020. 
Consequently the final expenditure data for 2020, which will incorporate expenditure on CO-
VID-19 related measures, is not yet available.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_1904-24-03-21_en.pdf”>HSE Data</a>]

24/03/2021WRHHHH00800Departmental Staff

24/03/2021WRHHHH009001905. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time 
equivalent funded, filled and vacant positions in testing and tracing; the basis on which they 
are filled as a percentage of full-time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15847/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHHH01100HSE Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRHHHH012001906. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the number of children cur-
rently waiting for assessment for speech and language services in CHO7. [15857/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRHHHH01400Speech and Language Therapy

24/03/2021WRHHHH015001907. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the number of children who 
have received assessments for speech and language services and are currently waiting for inter-
vention in CHO7. [15858/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH016001908. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the number of children who 
have received sporadic speech and language intervention but require further sessions in CHO7. 
[15859/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1907 and 1908 together.
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As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly.

24/03/2021WRHHHH01900Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRHHHH020001909. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will request the HSE to 
publish the modal age with regard to Covid-19 cases as part of the daily figures to enable further 
insights into Covid-19 transmission trends here.  [15861/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHHH02200Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRHHHH023001910. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health when mandatory hotel quar-
antine for passengers arriving to Ireland from high-risk countries will be implemented; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15866/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Mandatory hotel quarantine in desig-
nated facilities will come into practical effect at 04:00 on 26 March 2021. From that time, per-
sons arriving into the State from designated states will be required to undergo quarantine in a 
designated facility.

Persons who are required to undergo quarantine in a designated facility are now able to 
book using an online portal which went live at 00:00 on Monday 23 March 2021 and official 
information about the mandatory quarantine programme has been made available on www.gov.
ie/quarantine.

24/03/2021WRHHHH02500Health Services

24/03/2021WRHHHH026001911. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken 
to ensure immunocompromised persons and persons with chronic lung diseases are not refused 
regular treatments until they receive the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15868/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHHH02800Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRHHHH029001912. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if childcare workers (details 
supplied) will be prioritised in the Covid-19 vaccine programme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15869/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 23rd of February 2021, I an-
nounced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
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and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed.

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis. Further details are available at the following link:

https//www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/:

The next cohort to be vaccinated (Cohort 4) are those aged 16-69 and at very high risk of 
severe illness and death. Vaccination of this group began in March.

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population are immune.

24/03/2021WRHHHH03100Respite Care Services

24/03/2021WRHHHH032001913. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive respite services; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [15870/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHHH03400Nursing Homes Support Scheme

24/03/2021WRHHHH035001914. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the date to which his Department 
is working towards to introduce the Nursing Home Support Scheme (Amendment) Bill; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [15905/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme, commonly referred to as the Fair Deal Scheme, has been in operation 
for over 10 years and there is broad agreement that the Scheme operates well and continues to 
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provide appropriate financial assistance where it is required.

However, it is recognised that the Act, in its current form, does not place caps on the finan-
cial assessment of family owned and operated farms or businesses when calculating the means 
to pay for nursing home care. This places a potentially onerous burden on family successors and 
could challenge the future viability of these productive assets.

Therefore, the Department of Health has proposed a policy change to the Scheme, to cap 
contributions based on farm and business assets at three years where a family successor com-
mits to working the productive asset. The stated policy objective of the legislation is to intro-
duce additional safeguards in the Scheme to further protect the viability and sustainability of 
family farms and businesses that will be passed down to the next generation of the family to 
continue to work them as productive assets to provide for their livelihood. 

This change was approved by Government and underwent pre-legislative scrutiny in the last 
Dáil. Progress on the development of the Bill was negatively impacted by the dissolution of the 
last Dáil and by the COVID-19 pandemic. The response to the pandemic has been and contin-
ues to be a national and public health priority. However, work on this legislation has continued 
to progress. I requested a waiver to conduct pre-legislative scrutiny from the Business Commit-
tee, given this was already undertaken in the previous Dáil, and this waiver was granted on 4th 
February 2021. I have met with the Attorney General to discuss this legislation, and there has 
been an ongoing and active engagement between the Department of Health and the Office of the 
Attorney General on the development of the legislation, which will be brought to the Houses 
of the Oireachtas at the earliest possible opportunity. It is on the priority list for publication 
in the Spring legislative session. The Bill will be enacted upon completion of all stages in the 
Oireachtas and signed into law by the President.

  Question No. 1915 answered with Question No. 1646.

24/03/2021WRHHHH03800Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRHHHH039001916. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ensure 
the waiving of intellectual property rights for Covid-19 products during the pandemic, in par-
ticular vaccines, as recommended by the World Health Organisation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15907/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As stated previously by the Tánaiste in 
recent responses to questions raised by Deputies Shortall and Collins, India and South Africa 
have presented a proposal to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to allow all countries to 
choose to neither grant nor enforce any patents and other intellectual property rights related to 
COVID-19 drugs, vaccines and diagnostics for the duration of the pandemic. The proposers 
argue that this would allow countries to scale up the manufacture of such products.

International Trade is a competence of the EU under the Treaties and in exercising that com-
petence, the European Commission engages fully with the Member States through a variety of 
Committees and Working Parties/Groups, including on Intellectual Property.

The EU’s current position on the proposed waiver is that the WTO international agreement 
on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (the TRIPS Agreement) allows coun-
tries the flexibility to respond to the concerns raised by India and South Africa. Specifically, the 
TRIPS agreement allows compulsory licensing which is when a government permits someone 
else to produce the patented product or process without the consent of the patent owner.
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The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support universal 
and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments.

The EU considers that the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global 
access to COVID vaccines, is the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that high-income 
countries finance the vaccines and support the developing countries to secure their share of 
global supply.

Ireland has consistently championed collaborative responses to the pandemic, with a focus 
on ensuring that the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable are served by our collective ef-
fort. As a member of the global health community, Ireland continues to play an active role in 
ensuring fair and equitable access to vaccines for all. This includes supporting the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the Global Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund, to develop, produce 
and equitably distribute effective technologies in the COVID-19 global response.

24/03/2021WRHHHH04100Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRHHHH042001917. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to highlight 
the importance of cervical screening for persons under 25 years of age who are not yet screened 
but need to be aware of the significance of the screening process; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15908/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRHHHH04400Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRHHHH045001918. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if a personal public service num-
ber, PPSN is required to access cervical screening services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [15909/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRHHHH04700Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRHHHH048001919. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that opted 
out of cervical screening services in each of the years 2015 to 2020, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15910/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRHHHH05000Health Services Staff

24/03/2021WRHHHH051001920. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the details of HSE psychologist 
posts since January 2014 in CHO4 that were competed for via local interview as opposed to 
the relevant national recruitment panel; the dates the posts were advertised; the exact locations 
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of the services; the rationale in each instance for a local interview being used over the national 
recruitment panel process; the related recruitment rules on this process; the number of such 
competitions that were sanctioned by local or national human resources; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15911/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHHH05300Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRHHHH054001921. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the role of the liaison officers 
appointed to work with the persons affected by the CervicalCheck scandal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15912/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH055001922. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if the document regarding liaison 
officers will be made available for persons affected by the CervicalCheck scandal; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15913/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1921 
and 1922 together.

The Government decided on May 11th 2018, to put in place a comprehensive package of 
primary care and social care supports packages for women (and their families) affected by the 
CervicalCheck issues. 

These measures included the Health Service Executive (HSE) putting in place a Community 
Liaison Officer to support women and their families in the provision of the support packages.

My Department and HSE are committed to ongoing collaboration in addressing the needs 
of affected women and improving services for all women.   For example, I recently secured 
Government support to extend for a further five-year period the administrative arrangements 
in place regarding medical cards which were issued by the HSE, on an administrative basis, to 
family members of affected women under the rollout of the overall supports package.

The matter of liaison officers is a service matter, as such, I have asked the Health Service 
Executive to respond to the deputy directly as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRHHHH05800Cancer Services

24/03/2021WRHHHH059001923. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the details of the retrospective 
audit that will be offered to persons affected by the CervicalCheck scandal; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15914/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

24/03/2021WRHHHH06100Patient Safety

24/03/2021WRHHHH062001924. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to involve 
persons and groups affected by failures of the State to provide proper healthcare such as a group 
(details supplied) in the development of the patient safety Bill; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [15915/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient 
Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 provides the legislative framework for a number of important pa-
tient safety issues, including the mandatory open disclosure of a list of notifiable patient safety 
incidents and the notification of same externally to the Health Information and Quality Author-
ity, Chief Inspector of Social Services and the Mental Health Commission, as appropriate, to 
contribute to national learning and system-wide improvements. This mandatory requirement 
for open disclosure will ensure that patients and their families receive appropriate timely infor-
mation in relation to an incident that may have occurred in relation to their care. 

The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 will also bring private 
hospitals within the remit of the Health Act 2007. The relevant provisions extend the remit of 
the Health Information and Quality Authority, allowing it to set standards for the operation of 
private hospitals, to monitor compliance with them and to undertake inspections and investiga-
tions as required. The Bill also contains provisions to support clinical audit within the health 
service.

The Bill was introduced into Dáil Éireann on the 12 December 2019 and passed Second 
Stage in the Dáil at that time.  The Bill is a Programme for Government commitment and is 
now due before Dáil Committee stage, after which it will be progressed to Dáil Report Stage 
and through all Stages in the  Seanad.

The Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019 is part of the broader 
programme of legislative and policy initiatives to improve the ability of the health service to 
anticipate, identify, and respond to patient safety issues, and to improve the quality and safety of 
health services for patients. Creating a culture of open disclosure and learning from the things 
that go wrong is the bedrock of making services safer.

The Department of Health is committed to ensuring and supporting the central role that pa-
tients play in working with the public health service to develop health policy and in designing 
and reforming health services. Patient representatives participate on a number of committees 
and working groups across the Department of Health, the HSE and health agencies, and make a 
significant contribution to the strategic decision-making work of those committees and groups, 
including members of the 221+ Group as part of the CervicalCheck Steering Committee.

In developing the Patient Safety (Notifiable Patient Safety Incidents) Bill 2019, which 
builds on the Civil Liability Amendment Act (2017), my Department has taken part in extensive 
stakeholder engagements, including with Dr Gabriel Scally and members of the 221+ Group. 
The intention behind these engagements is to ensure that the lessons learned from users of our 
health and social services inform the provisions of the Bill. This includes additional provisions 
made following consideration of recommendations made by Dr Gabriel Scally. These provi-
sions place specific obligations on health services providers and health practitioners to ensure 
that all relevant information is provided to the patient and their family in the course of making 
an open disclosure of a notifiable incident. 

24/03/2021WRHHHH06400Medical Qualifications

24/03/2021WRHHHH065001925. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address 
the HSE decision to reduce the number of intern places being offered for the 2021 cohort of 
medical graduates (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15916/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over the past number of weeks, my De-
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partment and the HSE have been reviewing the option to increase the number of medical intern 
places for July 2021. 

I have announced an increase of 120 medical intern posts for July 2021. The increase in the 
number of intern places will be supported with accompanying increases in postgraduate train-
ing places, to ensure these doctors can avail of the next step in the training pathway following 
completion of an internship. 

The six Intern Training Networks, that organise and oversee intern training in Ireland, are 
responsible for the allocation of intern posts within their particular networks. The networks 
have now been informed of the additional intern posts for July 2021, and will allocate the ad-
ditional posts appropriately.

24/03/2021WRHHHH06700Hospital Waiting Lists

24/03/2021WRHHHH068001926. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to address 
the waiting lists for persons with endometriosis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15917/21]

24/03/2021WRHHHH06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. 
To ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are 
following HSE clinical guidelines and protocols. The HSE continues to optimise productivity 
through alternative work practices such as the use of alternative settings including private hos-
pitals, community facilities and alternative outpatient settings.

The work of the HSE to improve access to elective care and reduce waiting times for pa-
tients is supported by the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF). This includes increased 
use of private hospitals, funding weekend and evening work in public hospitals, funding “see 
and treat” services where minor procedures are provided at the same time as outpatient consul-
tations, funding hybrid services where public and private hospitals contribute to the treatment 
of patients, virtual clinics and clinical validation. The NTPF has advised that to date in 2021, 
they have approved funding for Gynaecology Initiatives for the treatment of 1,726 Outpatient 
and 520 Inpatient/Day Case patients.

€240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, €210m of which 
has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment Purchase Fund. 
This will be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of mea-
sures taken in the context of Covid-19, as well as to address waiting lists.

  Question No. 1927 answered with Question No. 1354.
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24/03/2021WRJJJJ00200Alcohol Pricing

24/03/2021WRJJJJ003001928. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if he has examined the beneficial 
effects accruing from the introduction of minimum unit pricing for alcohol in Scotland; and 
when section 11 of the Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018 will be commenced in order that simi-
lar benefits can be gained here. [15953/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department monitors the impact of 
the introduction of Minimum Unit Pricing in relevant jurisdictions on an ongoing basis and the 
measure is a continuing agenda item at meetings of the British-Irish Council. 

The commencement of Minimum Unit Pricing is currently subject to a Government De-
cision which envisaged that it would be introduced in Northern Ireland and in the Republic 
simultaneously. My Northern Ireland counterpart, Minister Robin Swann, recently stated that 
the measure will not be introduced in Northern Ireland before May 2022 and on that basis I am 
considering alternative approaches.

  Question No. 1929 answered with Question No. 1296.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ00600Covid-19 Tests

24/03/2021WRJJJJ007001930. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 tests 
which have been administered by private providers and analysed by public laboratories in each 
week since 1 January 2021. [15957/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ008001931. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 tests 
which have been administered by private providers and analysed by private laboratories in each 
week since 1 January 2021. [15958/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ009001932. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the results of Covid-19 tests 
administered by private providers and analysed by private laboratories are reported to the HSE; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15959/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1930 
to 1932, inclusive, together.

In Ireland, the national testing strategy for COVID-19 involves testing people who meet the 
case definition (people with symptoms), their identified close contacts, and established serial 
testing programmes. It is directed by the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) 
and coordinated by the Health Service Executive (HSE). 

The national testing strategy has been implemented to ensure that:

- test results are reported to the relevant stakeholders (for monitoring and surveillance pur-
poses as COVID-19 is a notifiable disease);

- contact tracing activities are initiated (where appropriate);

- an incorrect test result does not lead to false reassurance resulting in individuals failing to 
seek the necessary medical help. During this time, the individual may also unknowingly spread 
the virus.

Tests in the public system are provided free of charge and there is currently sufficient capac-
ity in the system for testing through this pathway. Members of the public are advised to follow 
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the HSE guidance in respect of testing which is available on the HSE website.

Under the Infectious Disease Regulations (S.I. No. 53/2020 - Infectious Diseases (Amend-
ment) Regulations 2020 which amended the Infectious Diseases Regulations 1981 (S.I. No. 390 
of 1981), all medical practitioners, including clinical directors of diagnostic laboratories, are 
required to notify the Medical Officer of Health (MOH) / Director of Public Health of certain 
diseases, including COVID-19.

The MOH also reports such cases onwards to the Health Protection Surveillance Centre 
(HPSC). This is to ensure that test results are reported to relevant stakeholders for monitor-
ing and surveillance purposes and to investigate cases, thus preventing spread of infection and 
further cases. This requirement also applies to all private testing services who are, therefore, 
legally obliged to report positive Covid-19 case to the relevant authorities.

As Minister for Health, I do not have statutory responsibility relating to the provision of pri-
vate COVID-19 testing providers. However, the HSE has published guidance for private testing 
laboratories undertaking SARS-CoV-2 testing to ensure that all tests are reported and dealt with 
in an appropriate manner and in line with our infectious disease regulations. 

Where the HSE becomes aware of any specific issues with private laboratory reporting, they 
engage directly with the private testing laboratories to resolve any issues. They communicate 
the HPSC guidance and monitor the market for new providers to ensure they are aware of their 
obligations. 

Persons who test positive from an antigen test from a private company will not be reported 
to the HSE. These are unvalidated tests taken outside of the national testing strategy and with-
out appropriate clinical governance and operational arrangements. 

Factual, up to date and accessible public facing information on private testing is published 
on the HSE website at https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/testing/private-testing-for-
covid-19.html. The HSE advises that if you test positive in this case, you should self-isolate 
and call your GP. They will arrange for you to avail of a free PCR test within the public testing 
system.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ01300Vaccination Programme

24/03/2021WRJJJJ014001933. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the processes and facilities 
in place to properly dispose of syringes and other medical and biohazardous waste arising from 
the national Covid-19 vaccination programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15969/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ01600Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRJJJJ017001934. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the payment options available 
for persons to pay fines, charges or bills issued by his Department; and if there are plans to pro-
vide further online payment facilities. [16295/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under section 14 of the Misuse of Drugs 
Act 1977, fees are paid to the Department for licences. These fees are paid by organisations 
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such as pharmaceutical companies and research bodies. These fees are paid to the Department 
of Health through on-line banking.

Receipts coming into the Department are made through online banking.

The Department of Health does not issue fines, bills or charges to the general public. Re-
ceipts are accounted for in Appropriations-in-Aid.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ01900Departmental Programmes

24/03/2021WRJJJJ020001935. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
specific tree planting schemes his Department envisages to promote and encourage large-scale 
planting for private landowners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13871/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department actively promotes afforestation as a land use and the current Forestry Programme 
2014-2020, which commenced in 2015 and has been extended to the end of 2022 recently, 
consists of 11 separate measures to encourage the planting of forests by land owners with a fo-
cus on afforestation of private lands. The Forestry Programme 2014 -2020 is 100% exchequer 
funded and represents State investment in the forestry sector of some €482m over its lifetime.  

Measures included in the programme are voluntary and comprise the main Afforestation 
Scheme (incorporating Native Woodland Establishment, Agro-Forestry and Forestry for Fi-
bre), the Forest Roads Scheme, the Woodland Improvement (Thinning, Tending and Continu-
ous Cover Forestry) Scheme, the Seed Stand & Seed Orchard Scheme, the Neighbourwood 
Scheme, the Native Woodland Conservation Scheme, the Deer Shelter & Fencing Scheme,  and 
the Forestry Knowledge Transfer Scheme.

My Department’s main  Afforestation Scheme includes 12 different planting categories to 
promote a good species mix and covers 100% of the cost of establishing a forest. The scheme 
also pays an annual premium to the landowner of up to €680 per hectare payable each year for 
15 years.

This approach has resulted in over 28,000 hectares of forestry having been planted on pri-
vate lands during the course of the Programme so far.

Landowners who are interested in receiving information and advice on the available sup-
ports provided by my Department are encouraged to contact their Farm Advisor or Teagasc 
Forestry Advisor. Teagasc provides advisory services to all private landowners on forestry re-
lated matters for free. In addition, details on all Forestry Grant Schemes are available on my 
Department’s website at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/642e6-forestry/.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ02200Equine Industry

24/03/2021WRJJJJ023001936. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he is satisfied that there is sufficient legislation to deal with the challenge of wandering and 
stray horses in urban areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13874/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Control of Horses Act 1996 is the primary legislative instrument for dealing with stray and 
wandering horses.  
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Under the Act, Local Authorities may adopt bye-laws and take a range of actions including 
prohibiting horses in certain areas, the issuing of licences and the seizure of horses in contra-
vention of the Act.  These powers can be used in respect of straying horses which includes 
horses put on land without the owner’s permission, including public land.  The Local Authori-
ties may also prosecute offenders under this Act.

While current legislation is considered sufficient, the Control of Horses Act, 1996 is cur-
rently under review with a view to simplifying and streamlining it. The Department will be 
further engaging on this with stakeholders.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ02500Fishing Industry

24/03/2021WRJJJJ026001937. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine when the fishing capacity of the bottom grown mussel sector in Ireland and the resourc-
es available to it were last assessed and made public with reference to Article 22 of Regulation 
EU 2013-1380 on The Common Fisheries Policy in relation to the rightsizing of fishing fleets 
to match the available resource. [13891/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ar-
ticle 22 of EU Regulation 1380/2013 requires Member States to report on the annual capacity 
of their fishing fleets.  The majority of vessels in the Irish bottom grown mussel sector are reg-
istered in the aquaculture segment of the Irish fishing fleet which is not included in the capacity 
ceiling for the Irish fishing fleet and, accordingly, is not subject to an entry/exit regime.  

Vessels in the Aquaculture Segment are restricted to use in the management, development 
and servicing of aquaculture areas. As part of a service to aquaculture installations, such vessels 
may collect mussel seed, subject to certain restrictions.  In the case of those vessels registered 
in other segments, these would be reported under the appropriate segment.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ02800Fishing Industry

24/03/2021WRJJJJ029001938. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if his attention has been drawn to the financial circumstances of the Irish bottom grown 
mussel industry; and if he will engage with the sector to ensure that there is a strong and prop-
erly regulated management structure in place to ensure the fishery is regulated and that Irish 
registered boats are given a fair chance and opportunity to make a living, as he called for during 
the passage of the Sea Fisheries Amendment Bill in 2019. [13892/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, Government has made available financial and other sup-
ports for employees and businesses negatively impacted by the Pandemic.  The Pandemic Un-
employment Payment and Wage Subsidy Scheme have supported incomes of employees and 
the self-employed in the seafood sector.  Government has also made available low-cost loans to 
seafood businesses for working capital and other purposes. 

The Bottom Grown Mussel Consultative Forum is a consultative body that was established 
pursuant to a recommendation of the 2008 expert group report The Rising Tide. The Forum 
meets annually and  it makes recommendations on matters affecting the bottom grown mussel 
sector, including the mussel seed fishery.

Mussel seed fishing is subject to a prior consent process.  Accordingly, mussel seed fishing 
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which may impact on Natura 2000 sites must undergo screening for and, if necessary, appropri-
ate assessment to determine if the activity will have a significant adverse impact on the features 
of the Natura 2000 site.  In order to assess the potential impact, the local fishing industry is 
invited to submit a Fisheries Natura Plan for assessment and consideration.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ03100Fishing Industry

24/03/2021WRJJJJ032001939. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if it will be ensured that the four fishermen (details supplied) who successfully won 
their court cases will have the option of availing of compensation or decommissioning schemes 
made available to their colleagues in other sectors in the time ahead. [13893/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
fisheries quota transfers to the UK, agreed as part of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
with the UK, will have impacts on certain segments of our fishing fleet, and on marine support 
services and coastal communities dependent on fishing.   The quota reductions for Ireland are 
disproportionate compared to other Member States and will lead to a loss of €43 million per 
year in fish quotas when the reductions are fully phased in by 2026.  Some of the quota reduc-
tions will begin to be felt by our fishing industry when the full annual EU quotas for 2021 are 
determined shortly. 

I have established a Seafood Sector Taskforce, comprised of representatives of the seafood 
sector and other relevant actors, to examine the likely impacts and report to me with their rec-
ommendations for mitigation and support measures.  The Taskforce will produce an interim 
report within two months, focusing on recommended arrangements for a voluntary fleet tie up 
scheme to temporarily counter the impact of the reduction in quotas and the final report will be 
delivered within 4 months and will address recommendations to adjust and re-balance certain 
segments of the fleet with the reduced fishing opportunities available and any other recom-
mended initiatives to support our seafood sector and coastal communities. The Taskforce will 
also consider and recommend constructive actions that would help to alleviate the inequitable 
relative contribution of quota share by Ireland in the Trade and Cooperation Agreement.

At this time, I cannot pre-judge the recommendations of the Taskforce in terms of which 
fleet segments or other operators should be targeted for any particular supports but the focus 
is on those segments most impacted by the outcome of the Trade & Co-operation Agreement.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ03400Turf Cutting

24/03/2021WRJJJJ035001940. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the availability of peat (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [13916/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
relation to peat extraction, my Department has no involvement in its regulation. This is a plan-
ning process under the remit of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
and an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) license process, under the remit of the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

Regarding the future use of peat moss in the horticulture sector, on 7th September 2020, 
Malcolm Noonan T.D., Minister for Heritage and Electoral Reform in the Department of Hous-
ing, Local Government and Heritage, published a report on the review of the use of Peat Moss 
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in the Horticultural Industry. The review report was prepared by an inter-agency working group 
following on from the submissions from stakeholders.  

After publication of this report, Minister Noonan proposed the establishment of a working 
group to include representatives from relevant Government Departments and State Agencies, 
Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and industry stakeholders under an indepen-
dent chairperson to examine the issues identified during the review. In this respect, the working 
group will address the key issues raised in the report itself, including future use of peat by the 
horticulture sector. The first meeting of the independent working group took place on 4 March. 

In addition, my Department is actively looking at alternatives to peat and has funded two re-
search projects to date. It has also recently sought further research be conducted here to explore 
alternatives to peat based growing media for horticultural production in this area in its latest 
Research Call for 2021. These must be available, affordable and sustainable and meet quality as 
well as environmental requirements.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ03700Farm Inspections

24/03/2021WRJJJJ038001941. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason Bord Bia inspectors are still performing on-farm inspections during level 5 restrictions 
given the potential risk of spreading Covid-19 when it is not deemed essential work; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [13946/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): All 
issues relating to the Bord Bia Quality Assurance Schemes are operational matters for Bord Bia. 

However, as a matter of policy, I should advise the Deputy that, in line with COVID-19 
Public Health Guidelines, Bord Bia introduced remote audits in April 2020 and suspended on-
site auditing of the members and applicants certified to the Bord Bia schemes in order to protect 
the health of auditors and members and to be compliant with the public health measures and 
national effort in curbing the spread of the disease.

In that regard, I am advised that the approach undertaken for the Bord Bia Sustainable Dairy 
Assurance Scheme (SDAS) and Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance Scheme (SBLAS) Au-
dits is applied as follows:

Restriction Level 1,2 and 3 - Remote or on farm audit - Farmers will have the option of 
completing either a remote audit or an on-farm audit whichever they are most comfortable with.

Restriction Level 4 and 5 – Remote audit only as is currently the position.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ04000Herd Number Applications

24/03/2021WRJJJJ041001942. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider changing the criteria to become eligible to allow nieces, nephews, brothers-
in-law and sisters-in-law to use a herd number; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[13980/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): A 
herdnumber is an administrative device, issued by my Department for the purposes of disease 
control.  A herdnumber, therefore, does not imply ownership of lands, ownership of any animals 
tested or kept under that herdnumber or entitlement to payments under any schemes operated 
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by the Department. 

There are two roles associated with a herdnumber - a herdowner and a herdkeeper. 

Under existing criteria, it is possible for more than one person to have an interest in the 
herd such as spouses, nieces, nephews, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law etc. There is already a 
standardised process in place for registering the interests of more than other persons, companies 
or institutions in the role of Herdowner.  The form ER1.1 used for this purpose can be found 
here: gov.ie - Apply for a flock or herd number (www.gov.ie)

Amendments to a herd number must be requested in writing to the relevant Regional Veteri-
nary Office. If there is more than one person named as a herdowner, then the appropriate request 
to change details must be signed by all relevant parties.

The role of Herdkeeper can only be assigned to one natural person over the age of 18. Re-
gardless of ownership, the herdkeeper is responsible for the day-to-day care and welfare of the 
herd.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ04300Covid-19 Pandemic

24/03/2021WRJJJJ044001943. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
landscaping is permitted during level 5 restrictions,, in particular hedge trimming that is sea-
sonal in nature; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [13986/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): For 
public health reasons, the Government has advised that people should stay at home except in 
a number of situations, including if they are travelling to and from work where the work is 
considered to be an essential service. Those essential service providers are listed at: (https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/en/publica-
tion/dfeb8f-list-of-essential-service-providers-under-new-public-health-guideline/) and Regu-
lations are in place to support these measures. 

The measures are based on expert advice from the National Public Health Emergency Team 
(NPHET) and are kept under ongoing review by that group, with the over-riding consideration 
being the protection of public health in the context of the current COVID-19 pandemic.   

The Department cannot adjudicate on individual cases. It is a matter for each company/
individual to assess, based on the current published information, whether they are involved in 
providing any of the essential services which are currently permitted.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ04600Basic Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRJJJJ047001944. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal of a basic payment commonage reduction by a farmer 
(details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14019/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
person named submitted an application for the 2020 Basic Payment Scheme on 5th May 2020.  
As a result of the standard verification checks carried out by my Department, a parcel claimed 
on this application was identified as having being burned in the closed period of 1st March to 
31st August, which resulted in an overclaim.
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The person named was written to by my Department on 19th November 2020 outlining 
the current position with regard to his 2020 BPS application and the options available to him 
in relation to this over claim, including the right to seek a review.  The person named sought a 
review of this overclaim on 30th  November 2020, and further information was submitted in 
relation to this review on 25th January 2021. My Department is currently reviewing this infor-
mation and will be in direct contact with the person named shortly in this regard.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ04900Agriculture Industry

24/03/2021WRJJJJ050001945. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
legislative basis which determines the regulation of farriery in Ireland; the conditions and or 
qualifications necessary in order to operate as a farrier; his plans to propose additional legisla-
tion or regulation in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14054/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): At 
present, there is no legislative basis for the regulation of farrier services in Ireland. Therefore, 
there are no mandatory conditions or qualifications necessary in order to operate as a farrier.

Powers conferred on the Minister by section 54A (inserted by section 2 of the Veterinary 
Practice (Amendment) Act 2012 (No. 25 of 2012)) of the Veterinary Practice Act 2005 (No. 22 
of 2005) allow for the creation of regulations for certain animal health professionals including 
farriers. My Department officials are currently engaging with stakeholders across various pro-
fessions and the Veterinary Council of Ireland in the development of such regulations.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ05200Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRJJJJ053001946. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the monthly targets for private licences with ecology input excluding Coillte felling licences for 
each month for the remainder of 2021 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14057/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Last 
year, the Department established a Project Management Unit to oversee the backlog of forestry 
licences that were awaiting assessment by an Ecologist and established monthly targets up to 
February this year, which are reflected in a published dashboard.  

Project Woodland which was recently launched by my colleague, Minister of State Sena-
tor Pippa Hackett, will oversee the Mackinnon report on improvements to our licencing pro-
cesses and procedures. This includes the setting of targets which will now be dealt with by the 
Working Groups set up under the project.  The project revolves around four Working Groups, 
which will focus on the licence backlog; the future of forestry; devising a fit-for-purpose or-
ganisational structure; and, streamlining the licensing process.  It is being overseen by a Project 
Board, chaired by DAFM Secretary General Brendan Gleeson, and reports to Minister-of State 
Hackett.

Specifically, Working Group 1 has been charged with tackling the backlog. A key deliver-
able for this Group will be publishing a process for reducing the backlog to achieve targets 
which the Group will agree on.  These new targets will be incorporated into a new dashboard 
and published when they are available.
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24/03/2021WRJJJJ05500Agriculture Scheme Applications

24/03/2021WRJJJJ056001947. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an application by persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [14081/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An 
application for the Native Woodland Scheme was submitted on behalf of the persons named in 
June 2020 and is currently referred to my Department’s Ecology Unit.  An ecologist has been 
assigned to the application and, on initial overview, the ecologist has determined the that ad-
ditional information will be required.

The application lacks information on access, removal of invasive species, facilitation of 
natural regeneration and the planting of native species.  In addition to this, there is reference to 
small streams and rivulets occurring, but they are not indicated on the map and no information 
is given as to the impact of operations on these streams, or how they will be protected during 
operations.

The ecologist will complete their preliminary review and a letter will issue to both the appli-
cant and their registered forester, setting out in full, the information sought.  Once that informa-
tion is received by my Department and if it fully addresses the questions raised, the ecological 
assessment of the application will be completed.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ05800Agriculture Scheme Applications

24/03/2021WRJJJJ059001948. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if same will be reviewed. [14104/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): This 
is an operational matter for Teagasc who deliver the Green Cert Programme at Ballyhaise Col-
lege.

I have requested Teagasc to examine the matter and provide a response directly to the Dep-
uty within 10 days.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ06100Wildlife Conservation

24/03/2021WRJJJJ062001949. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the steps he has taken to designate the native black bee as a protected species and to stop 
the importation of other bees whose existence in Ireland will undermine the redevelopment of 
native honeybees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14119/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I ful-
ly acknowledge the important contribution bees make to agriculture and biodiversity as both 
pollinators and honey producers. In this regard, my Department provides a range of supports 
and initiatives to encourage and assist beekeepers and the national beekeeping associations. 
These supports include funding to carry out applied research through the National Apiculture 
Programme, grants to national beekeeping associations and grant aid to fund capital invest-
ments for beekeepers.

My Department has funded a number of studies under the Genetic Research Grant Aid 
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Scheme looking at various aspects of this honeybee species and specifically apis mellifera mel-
liferra. In 2021, funding has been allocated for an innovative queen rearing project. My Depart-
ment also supports the work of the Native Irish Honey Bee Society.

Regarding designation as a protected species, honeybees are not listed under the EU habitats 
directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) which lists the most endangered species across the 
EU.

In relation to the importation of honeybees into Ireland, this is allowed under regulations 
governing intra-Community trade with other EU Member States. The specific health require-
ments for trading in bees are laid out in Council Directive 92/65/EEC. All imports of bees must 
be accompanied by a health certificate issued by the country of export. The reason for this is 
to ensure that imported bees are healthy and do not harbour pathogens or parasites that may be 
harmful to our native bee stocks.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ06400Beef Industry

24/03/2021WRJJJJ065001950. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the steps being taken to ensure that proper regulation and fairness is applied to beef factories to 
ensure that beef farmers are properly paid for their produce; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14134/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ06600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As 
the Deputy will be aware, there is a commitment in the Programme for Government for the 
establishment of a new authority called the National Food Ombudsman (NFO) to enforce the 
Unfair Trading Practices (UTP) Directive. The NFO, whose remit will include the beef sector, 
will have a specific role in analysing and reporting on price and market data in Ireland.  It is 
important to be aware, however, that the Ombudsman will not be able to determine commodity 
prices. I expect to launch a public consultation on the NFO in the coming weeks. 

Establishment of the NFO is ongoing and firstly requires the drafting of a statutory in-
strument to transpose the UTP directive before the deadline of May 2021. Legislation is then 
required to establish the new office of the NFO. It is intended that there will be a national con-
sultation process on the functions of the NFO  prior to the primary legislation being enacted.

Neither the NFO, nor any public authority, will have the power to determine the price paid 
by meat processors.

24/03/2021WRJJJJ06700Agriculture Schemes

24/03/2021WRJJJJ068001951. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a farm payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [14168/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ06900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
applicant named submitted payment claimd under both the Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient 
Storage and Dairy Equipment Scheme TAMS II on 8th May 2020.   

A number of issues arose with the supporting documents provided and query letters have 
issued advising of the action needed to address the issues.  The applications will continue to be 
processed subject to verification that the applicant has addressed the issues raised.
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24/03/2021WRJJJJ07000Beekeeping Industry

24/03/2021WRJJJJ071001952. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures put in place to prevent the importation of the small hive beetle, athena tumida; if a risk 
assessment for this pest has been carried out; and if not, the reason. [14249/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ072001953. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there are importation bans on honeybees from countries in which athena tumida has been de-
tected; and if not, the reason. [14250/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ073001954. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures in place to protect the native Irish honeybee, apis mellifera mellifera, from being ge-
netically diluted from the importation of non-native honeybees. [14251/21]

24/03/2021WRJJJJ07400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1952 to 1954, inclusive, together.

I fully acknowledge the important contribution bees make to agriculture and biodiversity 
as both pollinators and honey producers. In this regard, my Department provides a range of 
supports and initiatives to encourage and assist beekeepers and the national beekeeping as-
sociations. These supports include funding to carry out applied research through the National 
Apiculture Programme, grants to national beekeeping associations and grant aid to fund capital 
investments for beekeepers. 

My Department has funded a number of studies under the Genetic Research Grant Aid 
Scheme looking at various aspects of this honeybee species and specifically apis mellifera mel-
lifera. In 2021, funding has been allocated for an innovative queen rearing project. My Depart-
ment also supports the work of the Native Irish Honey Bee Society.

In relation to the importation of honeybees into Ireland, this is allowed under regulations 
governing intra-Community trade with other EU Member States. The specific health require-
ments for trading in bees are laid out in Council Directive 92/65/EEC. All imports of bees must 
be accompanied by a health certificate issued by the country of export after a physical inspec-
tion of the bees and their packaging has taken place. This is to ensure that imported bees are 
healthy and do not harbour pathogens or parasites that may be harmful to our native bee stocks, 
including the small hive beetle (Aethina tumida). The health certificate also outlines the import 
restrictions that apply on areas that have confirmed cases of the small hive beetle. 

The European Commission Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed plays a 
key role in ensuring that Union measures on animal health are effective, including risk assess-
ing and reviewing the measures in place for the small hive beetle. This committee is currently 
reviewing these measures.

24/03/2021WRKKKK00400Hedge Cutting

24/03/2021WRKKKK005001955. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to address illegal burning and hedge cutting; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [14313/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
My Department has responsibility for the processing of applications for a range of area based 
schemes including the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), Greening and Areas of Natural Con-
straint (ANC).
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The Terms and Conditions for these schemes contain very clear guidance on both illegal 
burning, (that is land burned between 1st March and 31st August, or land burned without the 
required consent being sought) and hedgerow cutting or removal.

In terms of illegal burning, where land has been burned between 1st March and 31st August, 
it is not in a state suitable for grazing or cultivation and therefore is ineligible for payment. My 
Department has an on-going imagery review project which tracks burnt land. Combined with 
this, officials from my Department carry out ground inspections in impacted areas on an on-
going basis. 

In terms of hedgerow removal, the Terms and Conditions of the Basic Payment Scheme out-
line that hedgerows cannot be removed between 1st March and 31st August. In the case of 
land designated as a Special Area of Conservation or Special Protection Area, hedgerows or 
drains cannot be removed without the prior approval of the National Parks and Wildlife Service. 
Hedgerows are field boundaries and as such are protected by the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (Agriculture) Regulations 2011 and 2017. 

It should also be noted that hedgerow maintenance cannot be carried out during the closed 
period of 1st March to 31st August in any year as required under the Wildlife Act of 1976. Fail-
ure to abide by these dates will lead to a sanction under Good Agricultural and Environmental 
Condition (GAEC).

The burning of vegetation, or removal of hedgerows, is controlled by the Wildlife Acts. It 
is an offence under Section 40 of the Wildlife Act, 1976 (amended by Section 46 of the Wild-
life Act, 2000) to burn or remove, from 1st March to 31st August in any year, any vegetation 
growing on any land not then cultivated. Individuals who are found to burn vegetation or re-
move hedgerows within that prohibited period are liable to prosecution by An Garda Síochána 
or by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS). 

It is important to note that my Department has no role in regard to prosecutions.  The De-
partment carries out proactive and ongoing communications campaigns reminding landowners 
of the rules around burning and hedge cutting.

24/03/2021WRKKKK00700Greyhound Industry

24/03/2021WRKKKK008001956. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of racing greyhound pups born in each of the years 2011 to 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14314/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCÉ) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound 
Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the grey-
hound industry. RCÉ is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agri-
culture, Food and the Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for RCÉ and the question was 
referred to the body for direct reply. As I understand, that body has already responded to the 
Deputy.

24/03/2021WRKKKK01000Legislative Process

24/03/2021WRKKKK011001957. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the details of the process through which his Department drafts and produces legislation; if his 
Department outsources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was out-
sourced since he took office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14413/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
2020, my Department made 48 Statutory Instruments and was the sponsoring Department for 
one Bill as it progressed through the Oireachtas.

Officials within my Department had sole responsibility for each stage of the drafting process 
relating to the 48 Statutory Instruments. My officials were also responsible for preparing the 
General Scheme of the Bill including carrying out the Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA), con-
sulting with stakeholders as the General Scheme developed and drafting the General Scheme 
that went to Government for approval. My officials worked closely with staff of the Office of the 
Attorney General - including the Office of Parliamentary Counsel - in drafting the Bill.

No legislative drafting project was outsourced from my Department and consequently no 
costs associated with such outsourcing were incurred.

24/03/2021WRKKKK01300Basic Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRKKKK014001958. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
changes made to the terms and conditions of the single farm payment qualifications in each of 
the years 2010 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14434/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
information requested by the Deputy is being collated and will be forwarded to the Deputy as 
soon as it is available.

24/03/2021WRKKKK01600Basic Payment Scheme

24/03/2021WRKKKK017001959. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to address the threat to penalise local farmers on their area based payments as 
far back as 2014 due to climate change (details supplied); the urgent need for clarity in advance 
of submitting their 2021 BPS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14481/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
acutely aware of the issue being raised by the Deputy. As he will be aware in January 2021, I 
met with Minister Patrick O’Donovan, Minister of State with responsibility for the OPW, and 
some of his officials on this specific issue.  I am well aware of the significant impact on the 
community that this flooding is having and I endeavour to continue to engage with Minister 
O’Donovan in relation to this situation.

In terms of farmers submitting their 2021 Basic Payment Scheme application, under the 
Terms and Conditions of the Basic Payment Scheme, lands declared under the scheme must be 
eligible for payment by virtue of being suitable for an agricultural activity and to actually be 
subject to an agricultural activity during the year of application. In particular, the lands declared 
must be subject to an agricultural activity for a period from the beginning of the year until after 
31 May or for a period before 31st May to 31st December of the scheme year in question. 

In making their 2021 BPS applications, all farmers should ensure that they only include in 
their application claimed areas which are eligible for payment. Areas permanently under wa-
ter during the times specified above are not eligible for payment.



24 March 2021

981

24/03/2021WRKKKK01900Horticulture Sector

24/03/2021WRKKKK020001960. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans to assist the horticulture industry with particular reference to peat supplies later in 
2021, a lack of which will have serious consequences for food production and biosecurity; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [14484/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
relation to peat extraction, my Department has no involvement in its regulation. This is a plan-
ning process under the remit of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
and an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) license process, under the remit of the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

Regarding the future use of peat moss in the horticulture sector, on 7th September 2020, 
Malcolm Noonan T.D., Minister for Heritage and Electoral Reform in the Department of Hous-
ing, Local Government and Heritage, published a report on the review of the use of Peat Moss 
in the Horticultural Industry. The review report was prepared by an inter-agency working group 
following on from the submissions from stakeholders.

After the publication of this report, Minister Noonan proposed the establishment of a work-
ing group to include representatives from relevant Government Departments and State Agen-
cies, Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and industry stakeholders under an in-
dependent chairperson to examine the issues identified during the review. In this respect, the 
working group will address the key issues raised in the report itself, including future use of peat 
by the horticulture sector. The first meeting of the independent working group took place on 4th  
March.

In addition to these developments, my Department is actively looking at alternatives to peat 
and has funded two research projects to date. It has also recently sought further research be con-
ducted here to explore alternatives to peat based growing media for horticultural production in 
this area in its latest Research Call for 2021. These must be available, affordable and sustainable 
and meet quality as well as environmental requirements.

24/03/2021WRKKKK02200Beekeeping Industry

24/03/2021WRKKKK023001961. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
measures will be put in place to prevent the importation of non-native bees (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14499/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I ful-
ly acknowledge the important contribution bees make to agriculture and biodiversity as both 
pollinators and honey producers. In this regard, my Department provides a range of supports 
and initiatives to encourage and assist beekeepers and the national beekeeping associations. 
These supports include funding to carry out applied research through the National Apiculture 
Programme, grants to national beekeeping associations and grant aid to fund capital invest-
ments for beekeepers. My Department has funded a number of studies under the Genetic Re-
search Grant Aid Scheme looking at various aspects of this honeybee species and specifically 
apis mellifera melliferra. In 2021, funding has been allocated for an innovative queen rearing 
project. 

In relation to the importation of honeybees into Ireland, this is allowed under regulations 
governing intra-Community trade with other EU Member States. The specific health require-
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ments for trading in bees are laid out in Council Directive 92/65/EEC. All imports of bees must 
be accompanied by a health certificate issued by the country of export after a physical inspec-
tion of the bees and their packaging has taken place. This is to ensure that imported bees are 
healthy and do not harbour pathogens or parasites that may be harmful to our native bee stocks.

24/03/2021WRKKKK02500Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRKKKK026001962. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if approval will be issued to a forestry access road application by a person (details supplied). 
[14501/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An 
application for a forest road works licence was accepted on behalf of the person named in De-
cember 2019.  The relevant local authority was asked for their opinion by my Department on 
the application and they responded that the development could result in a traffic hazard and that 
it appeared that planning permission was required for a forestry entrance at the location.  The 
applicant and their registered forester were informed of the opinion of the local authority. The 
applicant was then asked to supply either evidence of grant of planning or a letter from the local 
authority to show that the development was exempt from planning.  

In September last year, the registered forester provided an email from the local authority 
which the authority emphasised was only advisory.  It advised that if an official response from 
the Planning Authority was required, a Section 5 Exempted Development Declaration must be 
submitted.  The exemption referred relates to an amendment to Planning and Development Act 
that came into force in February, 2020. 

This amendment made my Department the sole consenting authority for forest roads instead 
of the local authority, where the entrance from the forest road opens onto a public road, or in-
cludes material widening of an existing entrance.  However, the amendment does not apply to 
this application as the application was made before the new legislation.  It therefore remains the 
case that the applicant must supply evidence of planning permission from the local authority or 
an official letter from the local authority that the development is exempt from planning.  

In the absence of this, the applicant has the option of withdrawing this application and mak-
ing a fresh application under the new  single consent procedures whereby my Department is the 
sole consenting authority.

24/03/2021WRKKKK02800GLAS Issues

24/03/2021WRKKKK029001963. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
circumstances for a financial penalty on payments (details supplied). [14530/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Fol-
lowing an inspection, an issue was identified with this case that led to a baseline penalty being 
applied. The person named has been notified of the details of the penalty and of the options 
available to them.  

The person named has also been informed of the review and appeal options open to them. A 
review request submitted within the timeframes set out in the notification letter will be consid-
ered by the Department, if received.
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24/03/2021WRKKKK03100Food Exports

24/03/2021WRKKKK032001964. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps being taken at EU level to ensure that there is consistency and uniformity of approach 
with regard to export health certificates as required under the trade co-operation agreement be-
tween the European Union and the UK post-Brexit on products of animal origin; the estimated 
time taken from date of application to the issue of such export health certificates; and if he will 
expedite this application process in particular circumstances. [14531/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
EU SPS regime sets out the rules under which animals and agrifood products may be imported 
into the Union.  Under this regime, the EU requires health certification for animals and certain 
products.  The process of issuing certificates differs from country to country but, in all circum-
stances, must meet certain basic standards. The TCA does not provide for any changes in EU 
SPS rules for animals or animal products coming into the EU from the UK.

UK import requirements and controls are a matter for the UK Government. The UK Gov-
ernment recently announced that it has postponed the second phase of SPS import controls for 
exports of certain EU products of animal origin from 1st April until 1st October 2021. Under 
the WTO SPS Agreement, WTO members are obliged to ensure that their SPS measures do 
not arbitrarily or unjustifiably discriminate between WTO members where identical or similar 
conditions prevail. 

Work is ongoing to ensure that my Department optimises its systems and resources to meet 
the UK’s requirements. For DAFM approved establishments, the process for Export Health cer-
tification varies by commodity type, the detail of which is available on DAFM’s Brexit export 
webpage. Engagement with industry on processes and timelines is also continuing. As these 
processes are refined, the time to deliver a certificate from the date of application will improve. 
Preparation is required on all sides for this change in UK import requirements and it will be 
important that applications for health certificates are made in good time.

24/03/2021WRKKKK03400Agriculture Schemes

24/03/2021WRKKKK035001965. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce a scheme to replace the AEOS scheme which finished 12 months ago; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14534/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) was the national agri-environment climate mea-
sure provided under the CAP Rural Development Plan 2007-2013.  The duration of the con-
tracts under AEOS was at least 5 years, with participants given the option, before the comple-
tion of their AEOS contract, to move into the Green Low Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme 
(‘GLAS’), which was the national agri-environment climate measure offered under the Rural 
Development Programme to end 2020. Some AEOS participants did not avail of this option.

It is proposed that a new agri-environment climate scheme will be included in Ireland’s new 
CAP Strategic Plan. While the relevant CAP Strategic Plan Regulation has yet to be finalised, 
my Department is currently working on designing this new agri-environment climate measure.  
The experience gained from GLAS and the locally-led projects funded by my Department is 
informing this process.

As outlined in the Programme for Government, some elements for this next scheme will 
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be trialled in the transitional phase between the CAP programming periods.  It is accordingly 
proposed that an agri-environmental pilot project for this purpose will shortly be made avail-
able and will be open to farmers who have not participated in GLAS and who are not currently 
in an agri-environment scheme. It is proposed to do this as a results-based project in order to 
align it with the principles of the next CAP.

24/03/2021WRKKKK03700Horse Sport Ireland

24/03/2021WRKKKK038001966. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason Horse Sport Ireland does not recognise the Irish language when registering horses here; 
his views on whether it is acceptable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14593/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I un-
derstand that Horse Sport Ireland studbooks support and facilitate the naming and prefixing 
of horses in the Irish language.  Names in Irish or English are accepted that are less than 30 
characters.

24/03/2021WRKKKK04000Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

24/03/2021WRKKKK041001967. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a farmer (details supplied) will be called for an oral hearing in relation to their TAMS applica-
tion. [14649/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that the Agriculture Appeals Office operates independently of my Depart-
ment. 

I have been advised, however, that the Agriculture Appeals Office has been in contact with 
the person named and a hearing date has been agreed in relation to their TAMS appeal.

24/03/2021WRKKKK04300Beef Industry

24/03/2021WRKKKK044001968. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the last meeting of the Beef Taskforce took place; when the next meeting will take place; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [14709/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
last meeting of the Taskforce took place on 9th March. The next meeting of the Taskforce is due 
to take place next month with the date to be announced in due course.  

The Beef Taskforce was established to provide the leadership to develop a sustainable path-
way for the future of the beef sector in terms of economic, environmental and social sustainabil-
ity. The Taskforce provides a robust implementation structure for commitments entered into in 
the Beef Talks Agreement of 15th September 2019, with timelines and stakeholder engagement. 
The Beef Taskforce offers an important platform for strategic engagement with all the key sec-
torial stakeholders. The support of the Government for the work of the Taskforce is included in 
the Programme for Government.  

There is a specific page on my Department’s website dedicated to the Beef Taskforce at 
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/1a060-beef-taskforce/ . This page contains all relevant docu-



24 March 2021

985

ments pertaining to the work of the Taskforce to date, including the agreement reached on 15th 
September 2019, the Terms of Reference for the Taskforce, minutes of meetings, when agreed, 
and updates on actions arising out of the agreement to date.

24/03/2021WRKKKK04600Horse Racing Industry

24/03/2021WRKKKK047001969. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will change the collection of the foal levy to reflect the invoice price; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14717/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK048001970. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will change the foal levy to a more equitable system which distributes the burden fairly; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [14718/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1969 and 1970 together.

Horse Racing Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and 
Greyhound Racing Act, 2001 and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and 
development of the horse racing industry.

The Foal Levy scheme, which was introduced in 2000 on a statutory basis, applies to all 
thoroughbred foals registered in Ireland. It is calculated with reference to the governing legisla-
tion SI 735 of 2011.

HRI’s Foal Levy Committee reviews the rates, bands and structures of the levy on an annual 
basis and has also considered potential alternative methodologies to calculate the levy. They 
have concluded that the current banded/tiered approach represents the most equitable and ap-
propriate way of securing the funds needed for the breeding sector.  I understand that the major-
ity of foals registered fall into the two lower bands of €35 and €50, and that there is a very high 
compliance rate of circa 98.3%.

The levy generates vital funding for the Irish Equine Centre, Irish Thoroughbred Marketing 
and the Irish Thoroughbred Breeders Association and there are currently no plans to alter the 
current arrangements for the levy.

24/03/2021WRKKKK05100Felling Licences

24/03/2021WRKKKK052001971. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a felling licence application by a person (details supplied) will be processed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [14723/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK05300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): A tree 
felling licence issued to the person named on 28 August 2020.

24/03/2021WRKKKK05400Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WRKKKK055001972. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the five most recent significant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of his 
Department which have required his sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial sub-
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mission of the proposal for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant 
elements making up this period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning 
process; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contrac-
tors; and the way this duration compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset 
of the process. [14771/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish 
to advise the Deputy that the information requested is set out in the attached table. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1972-23-03-21_en.docx”>Capital Projects</a>]

24/03/2021WRKKKK05700Beekeeping Industry

24/03/2021WRKKKK058001973. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding native honeybees; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14800/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I fully 
acknowledge the important contribution bees make to agriculture and biodiversity as both pol-
linators and honey producers. In this regard my Department provides a range of supports and 
initiatives to encourage and assist beekeepers and the national beekeeping associations. These 
supports include provision of a free disease diagnostic service for Irish beekeepers to help 
maintain the health of the bee population, funding to carry out applied research through the Na-
tional Apiculture Programme, grants to national beekeeping associations and also grant aid to 
fund capital investments for beekeepers. My Department has funded a number of studies under 
the Genetic Research Grant Aid Scheme looking at various aspects of this honeybee species 
and specifically apis mellifera melliferra. In 2021, funding has been allocated for an innovative 
queen rearing project. 

In relation to the importation of honeybees into Ireland, this is allowed under regulations 
governing intra-Community trade with other EU Member States. The specific health require-
ments for trading in bees are laid out in Council Directive 92/65/EEC. All imports of bees must 
be accompanied by a health certificate issued by the country of export. This is to ensure that 
imported bees are healthy and do not harbour pathogens or parasites that may be harmful to our 
native bee stocks.

24/03/2021WRKKKK06000Veterinary Laboratories

24/03/2021WRKKKK061001974. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 1019 of 10 February 2021, if further details will be 
provided in respect of the substance furazone and the date on which and locations seizures of 
furazone were made; and if any of the persons from whom it was seized was subject to sanction 
and or prosecution. [14863/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK06200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): This 
product was seized, in transit, by Customs authorities at the Dublin Mail Centre and was handed 
over to my Department on 29th June 2020.   

The person who allegedly ordered this product was interviewed by Department officials and 
has not been subject to sanction or prosecution.
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24/03/2021WRKKKK06300Veterinary Medicines

24/03/2021WRKKKK064001975. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the amount of Boldenone and Testex seized by his officials in each of the years 2018 to 2020 
and to date in 2021; and the location of these seizures. [14864/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK06500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department has no record of seizures of either of these products.

24/03/2021WRKKKK06600Agriculture Schemes

24/03/2021WRKKKK067001976. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if consideration will be given to extending the eligibility for the low emission slurry spreading, 
LESS, scheme under the TAMS grants to agricultural contractors that wish to upgrade their 
equipment to reduce emissions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14902/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK06800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): TAMS 
II is a capital investment scheme for on-farm investments. The EU regulations under which the 
scheme operates under the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2014 – 2020, provide that 
beneficiaries must be farmers or groups of farmers. The regulatory transitional provisions for 
support from the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) in the years 
2021 and 2022 do not alter this definition.

Therefore, the Department is precluded from funding the purchase of equipment by contrac-
tors under TAMS II.

The Department is fully committed to encouraging the use of this equipment. Over €38.5 
million has been paid to date for investments in LESS equipment under TAMS II.  The interest 
in the LESS measure of TAMS II has been very strong with 5,580 farmers approved to purchase 
machinery to date.

24/03/2021WRKKKK06900Tuberculosis Eradication Programme

24/03/2021WRKKKK070001977. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of appeals of live valuations of TB reactors that have been taken by farmers in the past 
five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14913/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK071001978. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of appeals of live valuations of TB reactors that have been taken by his Department in 
the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14914/21]

24/03/2021WRKKKK07200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1977 and 1978 together.

Under the On-farm Market Valuation Scheme, live valuations of TB reactors are carried 
out by a panel of independent Valuers. Following a herd TB breakdown, the farmer is offered a 
choice of valuer from those operating in their geographical area. In the vast majority of cases, 
the valuation is accepted by both the farmer and the department.  The valuation may however 
be rejected by either the farmer or DAFM. 

In that case, a second live valuation will be carried out. If the second valuation is rejected, 
the case will proceed to arbitration where the value is decided upon by the independent arbitra-
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tion panel. The table below sets out the number of valuations and appeals carried out in the past 
five years.   

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1977-23-03-21_en.docx”>Valuations and Appeals</a>]

24/03/2021WRLLLL00300Wildlife Control

24/03/2021WRLLLL004001979. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the deer management forum last met; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14915/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
2015, my Department, together with the Department of Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht, pub-
lished Deer Management in Ireland – A Framework for Action, which recommends a series of 
actions on deer management and conservation in a number of areas, including addressing the 
impact of deer in places where they are abundant. 

The Irish Deer Management Forum was established to implement the various actions listed 
in the Report.  The forum last met in March 2018. The Forum itself comprised representatives 
from the main stakeholder areas such as landowners, forestry, hunting and conservation organi-
sations, as well as representatives from both Departments.   

The Report provides for a review of the workings of the Irish Deer Management Forum 
after three years.  Both my Department and the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage, which is the parent Department of the NPWS, are in the process of examining the 
future direction of the Forum and its aims in the context of representation on the Forum as well 
as funding mechanisms.

24/03/2021WRLLLL00600Tuberculosis Eradication Programme

24/03/2021WRLLLL007001980. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of badger vaccinations for TB that have been carried out in the past five years, by 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14916/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
2018, a policy of vaccination of badgers against tuberculosis (TB) was added as an integral 
part of the bovine TB eradication programme following successful field trials carried out in 
Ireland. Given the technical expertise and logistics involved, it took several months to scale up 
the badger vaccination programme. From a rate of approximately 1,000 badger vaccinations 
per year during the field trials in the years up to 2018, the number of badgers vaccinated annu-
ally reached over 3,000 in 2020.

Every badger in the vaccination area is now being recorded electronically when and where 
it is captured and vaccinated.  Over time, this will lead to more information regarding badger 
movements and survival.  In 2020, 68% of badgers being captured in vaccination areas were 
new captures and were not vaccinated previously.  This is expected to fall over time as greater 
population penetration is achieved.  In Waterford, where trials were carried out for years prior 
to badger vaccination being adopted as policy, approximately 50% of all badgers captured in 
the vaccination area were previously vaccinated.  This indicates very good penetration of the 
resident population with vaccination.  Of the 4,698 badgers that were captured in the vaccina-
tion area nationally last year, 3,004 were vaccinated with BCG, 258 were removed for bovine 
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TB epidemiological reasons, 885 had been previously vaccinated and three  were euthanised 
for health reasons. 

Our capturing season finishes at the end of May every year when capturing badgers ceases 
due to low success rates during the Summer warm months.  It must also be noted that badger 
removal is prioritised in any given Regional Veterinary Office when an area subject to an active 
TB breakdown in cattle needs to be urgently addressed.  Therefore, badger vaccination efforts 
vary from region to region at different times of the year based on disease risk and disease pri-
orities.

As the badger vaccination programme has just been scaled up effectively since 2019, de-
tailed data is only available for 2019 and 2020 rather than the past five years. Up to 2018, bad-
ger vaccination was only carried out in areas which were part of the field trials, which have been 
described in the scientific literature.

County Badgers vaccinated in 2019 Badgers vaccinated in 2020 
Carlow 0 39
Cavan 42 44
Clare 0 0
Cork 131 252
Donegal 29 105
Dublin 11 0
Galway 103 137
Kerry 21 186
Kildare 0 184
Kilkenny 320 409
Laois 36 151
Leitrim 0 20
Limerick 18 110
Longford 67 141
Louth 55 189
Mayo 27 161
Meath 9 34
Monaghan 62 89
Offaly 43 91
Roscommon 65 88
Sligo 0 0
Tipperary 155 270
Waterford 189 165
Westmeath 0 0
Wexford 0 109
Wicklow 8 30
Annual total 1,391 3,004

24/03/2021WRLLLL00900Tuberculosis Eradication Programme

24/03/2021WRLLLL010001981. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of badger post-mortems for TB that have been carried out in the past five years, by 
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county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14917/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
following table sets out the number of badgers submitted for post-mortem examination on a 
county basis over the past five years. 

Table 1 Badger Post Mortem Examination by County 2016-2020 

County 2016 - 2020
Carlow 610
Cavan 1,320
Clare 2,048
Cork 2,676
Donegal 29
Dublin 253
Galway 1,204
Kerry 1,343
Kildare 650
Kilkenny 613
Laois 546
Leitrim 1,302
Limerick 941
Longford 176
Mayo 28
Meath 697
Monaghan 632
Offaly 819
Roscommon 1,105
Sligo 658
Tipperary 2,148
Waterford 643
Westmeath 932
Wexford 1,311
Wicklow 1,408

24/03/2021WRLLLL01200Tuberculosis Eradication Programme

24/03/2021WRLLLL013001982. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of deer post-mortems for TB that have been carried out in the past five years, by county; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14918/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): This 
information requested by the Deputy is not readily available.  It is being compiled and will be 
sent directly to the Deputy as soon as is available.

24/03/2021WRLLLL01500Animal Culls

24/03/2021WRLLLL016001983. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
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his Department plans to cull mink in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14919/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Programme for Government 2020 contains a commitment regarding the prohibition of fur farm-
ing and Department officials have been working on appropriate steps to give effect to this.  My 
Department is in the final stages of drafting a Bill to provide for the  introduction of a ban on 
fur farming which will include a prohibition on mink farming. 

The Bill will make it illegal for any new fur farms to be established and will provide for the 
closure of the small number of existing farm operations.

24/03/2021WRLLLL01800Tuberculosis Eradication Programme

24/03/2021WRLLLL019001984. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department plans to take on more staff in order to vaccinate deer for TB; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [14920/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
new TB Strategy, which is informed by the recommendations of the TB Forum and which will 
be delivered with ongoing stakeholder involvement through the TB Forum, includes, among 
many other matters, addressing stakeholder concerns regarding deer and TB.  Where there are 
local concerns that deer may be involved in spreading TB, farmers may arrange to have deer 
culled and my Department will test those deer for TB free of charge through the Regional Vet-
erinary Laboratory network.

24/03/2021WRLLLL02100Animal Diseases

24/03/2021WRLLLL022001985. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of confirmed cases of scrapie in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, by 
county, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14951/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Scra-
pie is a compulsorily notifiable disease in Ireland.  Under the Active Surveillance Programme, 
21,688 scrapie tests were carried out in 2020, comprising of 9,251 sheep tested at slaughter 
plants; 12,200 fallen sheep at knackeries, with a further 114 sheep at Local Authority plants; 30 
sheep at Regional Veterinary Labs and 93 fallen goats at knackeries.  

There have been 24 confirmed scrapie cases to date since 2016. These cases are broken 
down by county in the table below.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq1985-24-03-21_en.docx”>Table</a>]

24/03/2021WRLLLL02400Animal Diseases

24/03/2021WRLLLL025001986. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact that scrapie is causing issues in the movement of animals 
between Ireland and Northern Ireland; the actions his Department is taking to address such mat-
ters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [14952/21]
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24/03/2021WRLLLL02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Under 
the Northern Ireland Protocol, Northern Ireland is treated as if it were a Member State of the 
European Union and the same rules continue to apply to scrapie controls as have done for the 
past number of years.

24/03/2021WRLLLL02700GLAS Issues

24/03/2021WRLLLL028001987. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [14994/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
The person named was approved into GLAS 2 and has received payments for scheme years 
2016 – 2019 and the 2020 Advance payment. 

Following the outcome of an internal review, the person named is due outstanding payments 
in respect of the commonage action. Processing of the outstanding payment is currently at an 
advanced stage. They will be notified as soon as the payment is ready for processing.

24/03/2021WRLLLL03000Agriculture Scheme Data

24/03/2021WRLLLL031001988. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers in County Kerry who have had penalties applied to their direct 2020 pay-
ments as a result of gorse fires on commonage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[14999/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Where 
land is burned between the period of 1st March and 31st August of any given year, it is not in 
a state suitable for an agricultural activity such as grazing or cultivation and, therefore, it is not 
eligible for payment under the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), except where controlled burning 
is carried out.  My Department actively investigates incidents of illegal burning using satellite 
imagery.  Applicants who do not remove ineligible features, such as land burned during the pe-
riod 1st March to 31st August, from their BPS applications, may have an over claim(s).

As a result of the processing of such cases carried out by my Department, 29 farmers in 
Kerry have incurred penalties/reductions on their 2020 BPS payments as a result of having 
burnt commonage parcels declared on their 2020 BPS applications.

24/03/2021WRLLLL03250Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRLLLL043001989. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
capacity output if the number of licences issued for afforestation, roads and private felling per 
week by the forest service of his Department as reflected in the weekly dashboard is not capac-
ity output under its current resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15011/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL042001992. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the number of licences issued for afforestation, roads and private felling per week by the for-
est service of his Department as reflected in the weekly dashboard is the actual capacity output 
of his Department under its current resources; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15014/21]
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24/03/2021WRLLLL03375Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1989 and 1992 together.

The Department has invested heavily in both ecologist and forestry Inspector resources over 
the last 18 months in order to meet the needs of the licencing system. We now have 21 full time 
equivalent  ecologists where previously we had one just 18 months ago. This has resulted in a 
significant improvement in the licencing output with, for example, almost three million m3 of 
felling licences issuing from last October to January. Similarly, roads licences have improved 
considerably compared to the same months last year and 50% of the target for 2021 has already 
been licenced by mid-March. 

We acknowledge that the progress that has been made needs to be improved and sustained. 
Consequently, we are implementing internal changes to improve output including training, in-
creased assistance to ecologists in the preparation of files, improved IT resources for ecologists 
and other system improvements. In addition, we are engagement intensively with the sector 
who also have a role to play by is focusing on improvement in the quality and consistency of 
applications and subsequent information including NISs.

Through Project Woodland, there is now a dedicated working group around the Backlog 
and establishing KPIs and a separate working group is charged with examining our internal 
processes that includes an end-to-end review of systems to ensure that they are made more 
efficient and are environmentally robust. We are recruiting project management and systems 
analyst expertise to assist in this process. 

Overall, we have set ourselves a target of issuing 4,500 new licences this year which would 
be a 75% increase on last year, This is a massive undertaking but I believe it is possible to 
achieve with the collaboration of all.

24/03/2021WRLLLL03400Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRLLLL035001990. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1016 of 10 March 2021, if he is stating that the forestry 
sector is not a relevant stakeholder with regard to the CAP strategic plan; if the forest sector, 
which is a section of his Department, is not a part of the CAP process regardless of the way in 
which it is funded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15012/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL036001993. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1016 of 10 March 2021, if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that he has excluded the entire private forestry sector and appears to be reliant on his 
officials who have presided over the demise of the current forestry programme under the current 
CAP in his reference to all relevant stakeholders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15015/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1990 and 1993 together.

As already advised, the forestry programme will be delivered entirely separately from the 
CAP Strategic Plan (CSP) and will be subject to new State Aid rules rather than the require-
ments of the CSP regulations. 

There are a number of stakeholder groups active at the moment inputting to both the 
CAP, Agri-Food Strategy 2030 and Forestry Programme processes amongst others. All of these 
processes have both stakeholders inputting directly and public consultation phases, so there is 
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maximum opportunity for interested persons to make their views known.

The interlinkages between these two significant programmes of CAP and forestry is well 
understood and is, I believe, very much catered for.  The Forestry Policy Group is the primary 
stakeholder group which will input into forestry policy development for the next Forestry Pro-
gramme. 

Various stakeholder organisations have representation on both the CAP post-2020 Consul-
tative Committee and the Forestry Policy Group to further enhance coherence between both 
policy areas.  Similarly, my Department is well coordinated internally to ensure that all of the 
relevant issues are included in these issues. My Department is engaging bilaterally also with the 
forestry sector on the CAP for this reason.  

In addition, the newly-launched Project Woodland, which among other things looks to the 
development of woodland creation into the future, provides a dedicated Working Group for 
the preparation of a  new Forestry Strategy for Ireland. This Working Group, chaired by Dr. 
Matt Crowe and with a representative membership of external stakeholders, seeks to develop a 
shared cross-society vision for the role of trees, woods and forests in Ireland’s future.  

I would like to re-iterate my commitment to a strong CAP Strategic Plan and to an ambi-
tious successor to the Forestry Programme, both of which I would see as delivering for farm-
ers, rural communities and for society as a whole.  I also reiterate my commitment to better 
integration between both of these policies as envisaged in the Programme for Government and 
would encourage all stakeholders to make their views known on these important processes as 
they progress.

24/03/2021WRLLLL03800Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRLLLL039001991. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 1014 of 10 March 2021, his views on whether not including 
afforestation initiatives in the pilot agri-environment scheme will further disincentivise affores-
tation among the farming community; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the GLAS 
and afforestation schemes were and remain competing schemes and were not complementary 
to each other and that this fact contributed significantly to the demise of the afforestation pro-
gramme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15013/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): For-
estry will play an important role in meeting our environmental objectives under the Climate 
Action Plan and on biodiversity as outlined in the Programme for Government.  It is for this 
reason the  Department is focusing on afforestation applications.  I am mindful of the seasonal-
ity associated with afforestation and  while other forestry licence types will continue to issue, 
afforestation will be the priority.  

While GLAS does not include forestry actions, parcels not in GLAS can be considered for 
afforestation.  Similarly, the new Results-based Environment-Agri pilot Project (REAP) will 
not be a whole-of-farm project. Fields not included in REAP will remain eligible for other 
uses. REAP will trial the results based model on a national scale with a view to upscaling under 
the next agri-environment scheme which will follow on from GLAS. Indeed, it is very likely 
that the REAP scheme will also include tree-planting actions as an option for participating 
farmers thus emphasising the link between agri-environment measures and tree-planting. 

The new CAP Regulation aims to increase the environmental and climate ambition of Mem-
ber States.  This provides opportunities to support tree planting and farm forestry, as part of a 



24 March 2021

995

sustainable farming model, and such options will be explored.  Forestry can  provide a comple-
mentary and supplementary activity to schemes on farms and my officials are in discussions 
to ensure that there is integration between the CAP Strategic Plan and the next Forestry Pro-
gramme.

Question No. 1992 answered with Question No. 1989.

Question No. 1993 answered with Question No. 1990.

24/03/2021WRLLLL04600Departmental Staff

24/03/2021WRLLLL047001994. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of weekly full-time equivalent ecologists working in the forest service of his Depart-
ment since June 2019 including the ecologists who are subcontracted by the service; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15017/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department has invested heavily in both ecologist and forestry Inspector resources.  The ecol-
ogy resource are both full time Department ecologists, most of whom have been recruited in 
the last year and contract ecologists. The numbers in the table below are full-time equvalent. 

The following table sets out the ecologist resources that have been working with the Depart-
ment since June 2019.    

Date No. of ecologists (Full-Time equivalents)
2019 June  1 
2019 September  1.5 
2020 January  2 
2020 March 5 
2020 April 6 
2020 June 10 
2020 July 13 
2020 August 14 
2020 September 17 
2020 December 20 
2021 February 21 

24/03/2021WRLLLL04900Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRLLLL050001995. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1015 of 10 March 2021, if he will review the answer pro-
vided given that the question did not ask for the departmental target but the number of licence 
and scheme approvals his Department must issue each year in order to deliver on targets; if he 
is stating that the target of 4,500 new licences in 2021 is sufficient to meet targets for forestry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15018/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As 
mentioned in my previous answer on this issue, the Climate Action Plan 2019 sets the target 
for afforestation at 8,000 ha per annum and the target of forest roadworks at 125km per annum. 
While there are no specific targets for felling, the COFORD Roundwood Forecast predicts a po-
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tential harvest of 4.1 million cubic metres in 2021. 

As noted, the Department has committed to issuing 4,500 forestry licences this year.  While 
we have not set individual targets for each type of licence based on the proportion of licences is-
sued in 2020,  we could surmise that approx. 65% of these will be tree felling licences, 20% will 
be for afforestation and the balance for forest roads. These figures, of course, must be treated as 
an  estimate of how output will break down across the licensing categories.

Based on this estimate, we could expect that sufficient  felling licences will issue this year 
to ensure continued supply of timber to the sawmills.  Coillte has already received nearly 100% 
of its licensing requirements for 2021.  As Coillte’s timber output supplies 75%-80% of sawlog, 
the balance will be delivered though private felling licences that will issue throughout the year. 

As regards roads, my Department has already issued forest road licences for 65km so far 
this year which is already over half the target of 125km set out in the Climate Action Plan 2019.  
It is, therefore, expected that the road licences issued for the remainder of the year will exceed 
this target.

Regarding afforestation, based on the above estimate, around 900 licences could issue this 
year, which we would expect to represent over 5,000 hectares. This allied to the 4,500 hectares 
already licenced and ready for use will give the sector sufficient volume to help meet the 8,000 
ha target.  It is up to landowners to decide to plant, once they have received approval to do so, 
but arranging financial approval is a straightforward process completed by their registered for-
ester, before proceeding to plant. It is a matter for all stakeholders to utilise the licences avail-
able and I would encourage all stakeholders to do so.

24/03/2021WRLLLL05200Livestock Issues

24/03/2021WRLLLL053001996. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a comprehensive account will be provided of the actions taken to date by his Department to 
resolve all of the issues associated with the DNA tests of a herd in the name of a person (details 
supplied); the outstanding matters including DNA tests that have to be dealt with; the timeline 
for the completion of this work; if the suspension of the herd will be lifted as a matter of ur-
gency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15059/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Dis-
crepancies have been identified in the herd of the person named in relation to bovine animal 
identification and registration over the last number of years.  As a result of these findings, it 
was necessary to suspend the trading status of the herd. Correct identification and registration 
of bovine animals is a legal requirement under EU and Irish law.

My Department officials have continued to engage with the herd keeper over the last num-
ber of years to try to resolve the situation.  DNA testing has now been completed on the relevant 
animals and all results of DNA tests have been received.  My Department officials have given a 
significant amount of time to addressing the problem of unregistered cattle in this herd.  The 
majority of animals have now been registered, however some correlations remain outstanding.

A letter issued to the Herdkeeper recently detailing the outstanding discrepancies and seek-
ing correlation by the Herdkeeper to resolve the outstanding queries.  Once this information has 
been received from the Herdkeeper, the remaining animals can be registered and the suspension 
lifted on the herd.
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24/03/2021WRLLLL05500Nitrates Usage

24/03/2021WRLLLL056001997. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he plans to take to prohibit intensive farmers who face difficulties complying with the ni-
trates directive renting land in hill and mountainous areas (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [15080/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department of Housing, Planning, Local Government and Heritage are the competent authority 
for the Nitrates regulations in Ireland.

My Department undertake the required level of inspections to meet Common Agricultural 
Policy commitments. During any inspection, including land eligibility inspections, where it is 
found that land is not being used by the claimant, this land is deemed ineligible for payment and 
farmers claiming such land may see a penalty applied to all their EU-funded payments. 

In these cases, this area cannot be used to calculate the applicants stocking rate under ni-
trates regulations.

24/03/2021WRLLLL05800Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRLLLL059001998. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of vehicles owned or leased and operated by his Department and agencies and semi-
State companies under his remit, broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE vehicles and 
fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [15113/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that there are a total of 128 vehicles owned or leased and operated by my 
Department.  All are ICE vehicles, of which 123 are diesel and five are petrol.

As regards the 12 State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, the information requested 
is an operational matter for the State Bodies themselves. I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the Agencies and have requested that a response should issue within 10 days.

24/03/2021WRLLLL06100Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRLLLL062001999. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1003 of 10 March 2021, the analyses and studies his 
Department relied on when arriving at the decision to make this change (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15135/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL063002007. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if a copy of the reply to a question at the Joint Committee on Agriculture and the Marine 
will be provided to this Deputy (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15166/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1999 and 2007 together.

A decision was made to restrict the planting of unenclosed land in December 2010.
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Enclosed land is, in general, more fertile and less exposed than unenclosed land and trees 
planted on enclosed land generally perform much better than trees planted on soil types associ-
ated with unenclosed land.  This position is supported by many publications including ‘Sitka 
spruce in Ireland, Joyce, P.M. and OCarroll, N. 2002, and by ‘The distribution and productivity 
of Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis) in Ireland in relation to site, soil and climatic factors’.  Far-
relly N. et al 2009. and the Code of Best Forest Practice - Ireland (2000).

Prior to the decision to restrict planting of unenclosed land, a number of well-known studies 
supported the position that habitat types associated with unenclosed land are more environmen-
tally sensitive than enclosed land.  For example, various studies including ‘Phosphorus release 
from forest harvesting on an upland blanket peat catchment by Rodgers et al in 2010 estab-
lished that peat soils do not buffer phosphate in the same way mineral soils do and that there 
will be a release of phosphate into receiving waters post-harvesting, even with the installation 
of protective setbacks along watercourses.

Concerns also existed in relation to the importance of unenclosed land for forging and breed-
ing by a wide range of protected bird species (e.g. Hen harrier).  Similarly, concerns existed in 
relation to undesignated Annex 1 habitats such as wet and dry heath, and highly endangered 
protected species such as freshwater pearl mussel, whose lifecycle is dependent on natural 
habitats typically associated with unenclosed land.  Such environmental issues were discussed 
at this time with the European Commission.  

At the time, another consideration was the fact that many plantations on unenclosed land 
that received grant and premium aid failed and the Department often engaged with the applicant 
to recoup the monies paid.  This was a difficult process for the Department and the applicant.

The planting on unenclosed land will be reviewed in the context of Project Woodland.

24/03/2021WRLLLL06500Beef Industry

24/03/2021WRLLLL066002000. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the bodies that make up the membership of an organisation (details supplied); the bodies 
that make up the list of individual bodies represented by the organisation at the beef task force 
meetings; if the minutes of the task force meetings will be made public; if all members of the 
organisation are also members of a confederation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15145/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
The Department does not maintain membership lists of stakeholder representative groups as 
this is a matter for the groups concerned.  

There is a specific page on my Department’s website dedicated to the Beef Taskforce at 
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/1a060-beef-taskforce/. This page contains all relevant docu-
ments pertaining to the work of the Taskforce to date, including the agreement reached on 15 
September 2019, the Terms of Reference for the Taskforce, minutes of meetings, when agreed, 
and updates on actions arising out of the agreement to date.

24/03/2021WRLLLL06800Departmental Legal Cases

24/03/2021WRLLLL069002001. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the process for the way in which a case (details supplied) was withdrawn on 29 January 2020; 
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the identity of the decision-maker; the rationale for the withdrawal of the case; and the persons 
who endorsed and-or sanctioned the decision-maker’s actions. [15154/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): It is 
important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution cases to 
a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts of a case 
are such that proceeding with a prosecution may not be considered appropriate or justifiable. 
Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reasons.

For example, decisions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, or as a 
result of a changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business, or 
because of a satisfactory resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the prosecu-
tion or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds.  My Department takes 
its prosecutorial functions very seriously and exercises prudent and careful judgement in decid-
ing how best to manage prosecutions brought in the name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine.

The Department does not comment in detail on individual cases.

24/03/2021WRLLLL07100Departmental Legal Cases

24/03/2021WRLLLL072002002. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will provide all advice received in respect of a case (details supplied), with the exception 
of legal advice, that was withdrawn by his Department on 29 January 2020. [15155/21]

24/03/2021WRLLLL07300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): It is 
important to clarify that Prosecutors are not legally compelled to pursue all prosecution cases to 
a final conclusion in the courts. Occasionally, there may be instances where the facts of a case 
are such that proceeding with a prosecution may not be considered appropriate or justifiable. 
Prosecution cases can be withdrawn for a variety of reasons.

For example, decisions can be made to withdraw prosecutions based on legal advice, or as a 
result of a changes in circumstances or personnel of a business or the operator of a business, or 
because of a satisfactory resolution of the original issues that were the subject of the prosecu-
tion or, where appropriate, on humanitarian or compassionate grounds.  My Department takes 
its prosecutorial functions very seriously and exercises prudent and careful judgement in decid-
ing how best to manage prosecutions brought in the name of the Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine.

The Department does not comment in detail on individual cases.

24/03/2021WRMM24/03/2021WRMMMM00200Tuberculosis Incidence

24/03/2021WRMMMM003002003. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a person (details supplied) presented a herd for inspection that was suspected of containing 
tuberculosis; if this herd was documented as not being the entire compliment of registered ani-
mals; and the sanction that ensued as a result of same. [15156/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Deputy is seeking to access personal information in relation to an identified individual and, 
therefore, I am precluded from providing her with this information. 
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24/03/2021WRMMMM00500Forestry Data

24/03/2021WRMMMM006002004. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if 2,300 ha of forestry was planted in 2020 (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15163/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I can 
confirm to the Deputy that my Department grant aided 2,434 hectares of forestry in 2020.  My 
Department compiles a number of different afforestation statistics annually, which are made 
available on my Department’s website: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/15b56-forest-statis-
tics-and-mapping/

In addition, there is another 4,500ha already approved and available to plant immediately.  
It is up to landowners to decide to plant, once they have received approval to do so, but I would 
encourage anyone that has approval to arrange financial approval which is a straightforward 
process completed by their registered forester and to commence planting. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM00800Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRMMMM009002005. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if the forestry service inspectorate has any authority in cases in which a forestry licence is 
issued outside the plots mapped for that licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15164/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An 
application for a forestry licence must includes a map of the area for the proposed forestry ac-
tivity.  The assessment of the application is then compleed based on the whole of the application 
including the maps provided. 

An approval letter should not issue with a map covering a different area. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM01100Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRMMMM012002006. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the procedures followed in cases in which a district inspector decides to suspend a forestry 
licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15165/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Dis-
trict Inspectors may recommend suspension of a licence having regard to all the circumstances 
of the case, including non-compliance with any conditions.  

  Question No. 2007 answered with Question No. 1999.

24/03/2021WRMMMM01500Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRMMMM016002008. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the beneficiaries of payments or funding from COFORD in each of the past five years; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15167/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 



24 March 2021

1001

COFORD Council is appointed by the Minister of State to advise on issues related to the de-
velopment of the forest sector in Ireland. It’s mission is to facilitate the development of the 
sector to provide the full range of economic, environmental and societal benefits to society and 
advocate good forest practice. 

The COFORD Council does not have a budget or make payments to beneficiaries and op-
erates as a forest stakeholder platform. The term of each COFORD Council is approximately 
three years with a number of working groups established to make recommendations on a range 
of thematic areas. 

The COFORD Council role can be summarised as follows;

1. To advise the Ministers of Agriculture, the Department on issues related to the develop-
ment of the forest sector in Ireland

2. To make recommendations and monitor progress on recommendations from published 
COFORD reports

3. To provide advice to the Department on research and development and  propose initia-
tives and projects for consideration in DAFM competitive calls 

4. To publish COFORD statements on issues supporting the development of forestry in Ire-
land which are representative of the views of the Council. 

5. To provide advice/ and or engage with other Government Departments and public bodies 
when requested by or with the agreement of the Minister of Agriculture Food and Marine and/
or DAFM 

On a case-by-case basis, my Department does provide some funding to facilitate the work of 
individual COFORD working groups where specific needs are identified as being necessary for 
their work. This information is currently being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy 
separately.

24/03/2021WRMMMM01800Wildlife Control

24/03/2021WRMMMM019002009. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the ac-
tion he plans to take regarding the large herd of wild goats impacting on farmers in west County 
Clare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15194/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
EU rules on the registration and identification of farmed goats are contained in Council Regula-
tion 21/2004, as transposed into national legislation via S.I. 792/2005 (as amended). 

These rules are implemented through the National Goat Identification System (NGIS). The 
NGIS sets out the rules and keeper responsibilities in the areas of goat herd registration, animal 
identification, the notification of animal movements, record keeping and census completion.

My Department has no legislative responsibility for the wild goat population as outlined by 
the Deputy. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM02100Felling Licences

24/03/2021WRMMMM022002010. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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the status of a felling licence application by persons (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15202/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As 
the Deputy will be aware, there is a backlog of license applications that require an Appropriate 
Assessment (AA). My Department has put in place a detailed project plan for dealing with this 
backlog which includes recruitment of additional ecologists, forestry inspectors and administra-
tive staff where required. 

In this case, the licence application is waiting to be reviewed by a Department ecologist. 
Due to the current backlog of applications waiting for an Appropriate Assessment (AA), it will 
take some time before an ecologist will be assigned to work on an AA Determination for this 
application. The current estimate is over nine months. 

Submitting a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) for this licence would however significantly 
reduce the length of time it would take for the Department to complete the AA process for this 
application.  On receipt of a satisfactory NIS, the length of time it would take to complete the 
AA process is estimated to be between two and three months. 

If the applicant wishes to submit a NIS for this application, please notify the Department by 
email to ecologyqueries@agriculture.gov.ie who can assist in the process. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM02400Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRMMMM025002011. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if carrying out the screening process on each forestry licence application by district in-
spectors is approved by the Forestry Appeals Committee (details supplied); if the Committee 
will uphold the licence in cases in which the forestry licence is objected to due to the fact the 
screening process was carried out by the district inspector; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15221/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM026002012. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if district inspectors informed senior forestry management that they will screen in the 
majority of licence applications given as district inspectors they do not feel suitably qualified 
to carry this work; the number of occasions on which senior management has been notified of 
same in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15222/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 2011 and 2012 together.

Screening for Appropriate Assessment is carried out by Forestry Inspectors in the first in-
stance.  It is the Department’s view that Forestry Inspectors are qualified and appropriately 
trained and have the required Standard Operational Procedures (SOP) available to them to carry 
out this screening.  My Department is not aware of any issues raised on this with management 
this year. The SOP for carrying out this screening and supporting tables are in the public do-
main.  

The Forestry Appeals Committee deals with each case on its merits and, to date, I under-
stand it has not cancelled a licence where the District Inspector has correctly screened the proj-
ect and where there are no issues with the application.  

24/03/2021WRMMMM02900Forestry Sector
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24/03/2021WRMMMM030002013. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will request from Coillte the percentage of planting which is coniferous and broadleaf, 
respectively by site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15225/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Coillte 
CGA was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-
to-day operational matters, such as the management of their forest estate, are the responsibility 
of the company. 

I have therefore passed the question raised to Coillte for response and direct reply to the 
Deputy.

24/03/2021WRMMMM03200Felling Licences

24/03/2021WRMMMM033002014. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications for tree felling under investigation at present; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [15257/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): For-
estry licences continue to be received and issued daily.  To 12 March, 484 tree felling licences 
have issued this year.  These licences cover over 1.5 million cubic metres of timber, which is 
already 30% of the total volume licensed in 2020.  I have given the commitment to issue 4,500 
forestry licences this year, much of which will comprise tree felling licences.  There are 2,722 
tree felling licence applications within my Department’s system, which are at various stages of 
processing, from the initial application steps, to ready for decision. 

My colleague, Minister of State Pippa Hackett, who has responsibility for forestry recently 
announced Project Woodland on foot of receiving the Jo O’Hara report and I am hopeful that 
the framework now being put in place will result in an improvement in processes and an in-
crease in output. The implementation of this has already started with the Project Board having 
held its first meeting and the individual working groups likewise. Implementation of this project 
is a high level priority for this Department this year. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM03500Fisheries Protection

24/03/2021WRMMMM036002015. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he will 
report on his discussions with his European Union counterparts regarding the expected 15% 
reduction in fish landed in Ireland as a result of the recent Brexit deal and the inequity of Ireland 
having the largest proportion transferred among involved EU states; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15267/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) will, unfortunately, have an impact on our 
fishing industry. However, this impact would have been far greater had the Barnier Task Force 
agreed to UK demands, or had we been in a no-deal scenario which would have seen all EU 
vessels barred from UK waters and subsequent displacement into Ireland’s fishing zone. 

The fisheries quota transfers to the UK, agreed as part of the Trade and Cooperation Agree-
ment with the UK, will have impacts on certain segments of our fishing fleet, and on marine 
support services and coastal communities dependent on fishing.   The quota reductions for Ire-
land are disproportionate compared to other Member States and will lead to an estimated loss 
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of €43 million per year in fish quotas when the reductions are fully phased in by 2026.  Some of 
the quota reductions will begin to be felt by our fishing industry when the full annual EU quotas 
for 2021 are determined shortly.  

I wish to assure the Deputy that this Government intends to continue to keep the focus on 
this very undesirable situation and to use any opportunity available to seek constructive solu-
tions that would help to alleviate this unacceptable position.

On 20th January, I met with Michel Barnier, the EU Fisheries Commissioner and the Min-
isters of the Fisheries Group of 8 on fisheries related matters post-Brexit. I raised this matter of 
inequitable burden sharing directly at this meeting. 

I also raised this matter at EU Fisheries Councils in both January and February. At the Feb-
ruary meeting, I put forward a practical proposal to seek an exchange from the UK of mackerel 
for North Sea whitefish on the basis of a proposal from the Irish industry. However, this was not 
accepted by all relevant Member States as it involved loss of shares of whitefish for them in 
the North Sea.   This emphasises that proposals to adjust shares of quotas within the EU will 
always be challenging and to be successful are likely to work when they offer  advantage to 
other Member States as well as Ireland.

The European Commission, on behalf of the EU, has been engaged in consultations with 
the UK on setting fishing opportunities for shared stocks for 2021 since early February.  While 
progress is being made in these consultations, an agreement with the UK has not to date been 
reached.   Earlier this week, I attended the March EU Fisheries Council, setting  provisional 
TACs and quotas for seven months will provide certainty and continuity for the fishing industry 
for the coming period.  I again made Council aware of Ireland’s concerns regarding  the matter 
of inequitable burden sharing within the TCA both formally at Council. 

As I have said, I  am pursing every opportunity at EU level to increase the available quotas 
for our fishing fleet.  I am pleased with the outcome of the consultations with Norway in respect 
of Blue Whiting has increased the available quota for the EU and Irish fleet..  The ICES advice 
is for a 20% cut in this stock and this advice is being followed.    This cut has been significantly 
mitigated because I negotiated successfully to reduce the customary transfer of this stock to 
Norway.   As a result, Ireland’s quota has been reduced by only 8%, giving us a quota of 35,373 
tonnes.  The proportion of the Total Allowable Catch in the transfer of Blue Whiting to Norway 
for 2021 has been set at the lowest transfer level we have seen and represents a recognition at 
EU level of the need to use every  opportunity to increase the quotas available for our fishing 
fleet.

I can assure the Deputy that I will continue to raise the matter at EU level and in bilateral 
exchanges with other EU Member States, whenever a suitable opportunitis arise. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM03800Common Fisheries Policy

24/03/2021WRMMMM039002016. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his plans 
to renegotiate the Common Fisheries Policy to prevent direct and indirect job losses in the Irish 
fishing industry, to protect the sustainability of fisheries stock within Ireland’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone and to prevent the displacement of Irish vessels in Irish waters by EU counterparts; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15268/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) provides the framework for the long term conservation and 
sustainability of fish stocks around our shores and is designed to ensure the long term sustain-
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ability of fishing in Ireland and throughout EU waters.  The CFP specifically calls for the pro-
gressive restoration and maintenance of populations of fish stocks above biomass levels capable 
of producing Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY).   This will lead to healthy fish stocks, higher 
quotas for both Irish and EU fishers and to more sustainable fishing patterns. In 2020, 45% of 
the stocks of interest to Ireland were fished at or below MSY - this increased from 34% in 2013.  
In 2009, at EU level only 5 stocks were fished at MSY.  This shows that the many years of in-
tensive, industry-led conservation measures within the framework of the CFP are paying off.  

The share allocation of stocks between Member States was established as a principle of the 
first CFP in 1983 and was based on the average catch of each Member State over a period of 
reference years (track record).  The only exception to this relates to the Hague Preferences, on 
the basis of a special recognition agreement of the underdeveloped nature of the Irish fleet and 
the heavy control responsibility on us when Ireland joined the EU. The Hague Preferences give 
Ireland an increased share of traditional stocks (cod, whiting, haddock, sole and plaice) when 
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) levels reduce below a specified level. 

Under the CFP, EU fishing fleets are given equal access to EU waters and fishing grounds 
subject to allocated fish quotas.  Fishing vessels, irrespective of size, must comply with the 
rules of the CFP, including rules on access and catch limits/quota. 

The CFP is reviewed every 10 years and the next review is scheduled to be completed by 
31st December 2022 when the European Commission will report to the European Parliament 
and the Council on the functioning of the CFP.  The EU Commission has advised that it intends 
to commence the CFP review process following clarity on the future relationship between the 
EU and the UK.  The review is expected to be detailed and comprehensive.   At EU level, it is 
expected that all stakeholders will have an opportunity to engage actively in the review work 
including the fishing industry, eNGOs and Member States.   

I will consider how Ireland will prepare for and participate actively and effectively in the 
upcoming review of the CFP, including the interaction with stakeholders, to prepare Ireland’s 
case and identify priorities.  I have previously stated that I am committed to doing all possible 
through the review of the CFP to secure additional quota where possible for Irish fishers.  

The Programme for Government sets down an ambitious programme of actions that pro-
mote a sustainable seafood industry and we are committed to working to continue to build on 
the progress that has been made to secure a sustainable future for our fishing industry and the 
coastal communities which depend upon it. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM04100Flood Relief Schemes

24/03/2021WRMMMM042002017. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has introduced a farm buildings relocation scheme for farmers whose buildings were flooded 
during flood events; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15287/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
My Department continues to monitor the situation in relation to the flooding of farmland in 
general and farmyards where it arises.

The Department instigated a feasibility study for a scheme for the voluntary relocation of 
farmyards. This work is being carried out within the terms of the Inter-departmental Flood 
Policy Group and will be concluded shortly.
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24/03/2021WRMMMM04400Wildlife Conservation

24/03/2021WRMMMM045002018. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will consider legalisation calling for an immediate and outright ban on the importation of 
non-native bee species to help protect Ireland’s native stock of honeybees, reduce the risks of 
pest species and to reduce the risk of hybridisation due to mating of non-native and native spe-
cies (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15351/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I fully 
acknowledge the important contribution bees make to agriculture and biodiversity as both pol-
linators and honey producers. In this regard, my Department provides a range of supports and 
initiatives to encourage and assist beekeepers and the national beekeeping associations. These 
supports include provision of a free disease diagnostic service for Irish beekeepers to help 
maintain the health of the bee population, funding to carry out applied research through the 
National Apiculture Programme, grants to national beekeeping associations and also grant aid 
to fund capital investments for beekeepers.

In relation to the importation of honeybees into Ireland, this is allowed under regulations 
governing intra-Community trade with other EU Member States. The specific health require-
ments for trading in bees are laid out in Council Directive 92/65/EEC. All imports of bees must 
be accompanied by a health certificate issued by the country of export. This is to ensure that 
imported bees are healthy and do not harbour pathogens or parasites that may be harmful to our 
native bee stocks. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM04700Farm Household Incomes

24/03/2021WRMMMM048002019. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
an off-farm income pay for income tax figure can be accepted as the gross income for a national 
reserve application (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15380/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In or-
der to demonstrate the level of off-farm income earned in Ireland for consideration for eligibil-
ity under the National Reserve, an applicant must submit supporting documentation as provided 
by the Office of the Revenue Commissioners.  

Since the 2019 tax year, for applicants who are taxed under the PAYE system, the P60 and 
P21 documents have been replaced by an Employment Detail Summary and a Statement of Li-
ability for the Tax Year respectively. In determining the off-farm income of the applicant, the 
complete tax year will be considered and the applicant must provide supporting documentation 
to cover the 52 week period of the tax year.

For applicants who operate under self-assessment for income tax purposes, the Form 11 for 
the relevant year should be submitted.  It may be necessary to request additional documentation 
from applicants in certain cases.  

With regard to the details as set out on the Revenue Commissioners Employment Detail 
Summary document, the figure under the description ‘Pay for Income Tax’ is used to determine 
off-farm income.  Where the number of weeks of employment as set out on the Employment 
Detail Summary is less than 52, further documentation such as a Statement of Liability for the 
tax year in question will be sought. 
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24/03/2021WRMMMM05000Greyhound Industry

24/03/2021WRMMMM051002020. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason Greyhound Racing Ireland lists a greyhound (details supplied) as rehomed when the 
dog was actually exported to China; and if he will investigate and take action against persons 
involved in the direct or indirect export of greyhounds to China. [15385/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
Rásaíocht Con Éireann is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry 
Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound indus-
try. Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCÉ)  is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The Irish Coursing Club (ICC) has been the keeper 
for the Irish Greyhound Stud Book since 1923. Details of the ownership of greyhounds, are kept 
in the Stud Book. 

The first part of the question is an operational matter for RCÉ and has been referred to the 
body for direct reply to the Deputy.

With regard to the export of greyhounds, rules covering the movement of all breeds of dogs, 
including greyhounds, between EU Member States are set at European level. My Department 
does not certify exports to the country referenced.

RCÉ has informed my Department that it is opposed to exports to countries that do not meet 
Ireland’s welfare standards.  RCÉ emphasises to owners their responsibilities in exporting to 
any destination and the necessity to ensure that the receiving destination provides the expected 
levels of greyhound welfare set out in its Code of Practice on the care and welfare of grey-
hounds. I fully endorse this view. 

In addition, the International Greyhound Forum continues to give consideration to issues 
relating to the export of greyhounds. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM05300Forestry Management

24/03/2021WRMMMM054002021. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details of the decision of his Department to increase the buffer zone radius from 3 km to 15 km 
for all forestry projects; the authority that advised this increase; when his Department received 
this instruction; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15421/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Habitats Directive and the transposing legislation SI 477 of 2011 require, inter alia, that an ap-
propriate assessment is undertaken where screening identifies a likelihood of the project hav-
ing a significant effect on a European site(s).  This is true regardless of the separation distance 
between the project and the European site(s).  

A likely zone of impact is used in order to identify those European Sites to be specifically 
addressed during screening. In making a decision regarding the likelihood of a project having 
a significant effect on a European Site(s), all European Sites within a certain radius (or ‘likely 
zone of impact’) should be considered at screening stage, in addition to hydrologically-con-
nected European Sites.  For example, in relation to a Special Protection Area, it is important to 
consider whether the project area lies within the foraging distance of bird species for which that 
SPA was designated, and many of these foraging distances exceed 3km.  

This was one of the reasons why 3km was not deemed appropriate.  Prior to the change in 
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mid-2019, Ecology consultants, MKO, who were engaged by the Department to carry out ap-
propriate assessment training at the time, deemed that our appropriate assessment screening 
decisions would be vulnerable to challenge if we continued to consider at screening stage only 
those European Sites within 3km.  

Results on individual cases heard by the Forestry Appeals Committee also indicate that the 
3km radius was not appropriate. The Department was advised that a radius of 15km, which had 
its origins in guidance provided by the National Parks & Wildlife Service, was the ‘industry-
norm’ and that this distance would be more robust. This coupled with feedback from the FAC 
prompted the change from 3km to 15km  

24/03/2021WRMMMM05600Public Expenditure Data

24/03/2021WRMMMM057002022. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of capital projects completed since 2016; the final agreed tender price for each 
project; the actual cost of each project; if the actual price exceeded the tender price; the reason 
in each case in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15466/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Due 
to the volume of the information requested by the Deputy, it was not possible to provide a 
comprehensive response in the required timeframe. I will arrange for a reply to be forwarded 
directly to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

24/03/2021WRMMMM05900Fishing Industry

24/03/2021WRMMMM060002023. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he will consider banning industrial fishing for sprat similar to that for herring and mack-
erel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15526/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As the 
Deputy will be aware, a Policy Directive was introduced in March 2019, following the decision 
of the then Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine that from 1 January 2020 all trawling by 
large vessels, over 18 metres in length overall, in coastal waters inside Ireland’s 6 mile zone 
was to cease, other than for a sprat fishery which was to be phased out during 2020 and 2021. 

A Judicial Review was taken by two applicant fishermen challenging the validity of the 
Policy Directive. On 6 October 2020, the High Court made an order quashing the Policy Direc-
tive. While a stay on the order was refused by the High Court on 10th December 2020, a stay on 
the order was subsequently granted by the Court of Appeal on 19th March last. The substantive 
hearing of the Court of Appeal is due to take place on the 22nd and 23rd   June next, however, 
as the case has been identified as a priority case, it remains on a waiting list and the State will 
be advised if an earlier date becomes available.

However, as the matter is currently sub judice, I am not prepared to consider further poten-
tial measures restricting the fishing of sprat until the matter is resolved before the courts.

24/03/2021WRMMMM06200Beef Data and Genomics Programme

24/03/2021WRMMMM063002024. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of an appeal by a person (details supplied). [15563/21]
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24/03/2021WRMMMM06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) provides for six years of payments to participat-
ing farmers for completion of actions which deliver accelerated genetic improvement in the 
Irish national herd and improvement of its environmental sustainability. The original six year 
programme came to an end in 2020, but eligible participants could opt to continue in the scheme 
for a one year transition programme in 2021. 

A letter issued to the person named in December 2020 stating that they were ineligible to  
participate in the programme into 2021 as they were deemed to have failed the replacement 
heifer requirement in 2020.  An appeal was received on 14th January 2021 where a query was 
raised with regard to the replacement heifers. The matter was investigated with the Irish Cattle 
Breeding Federation (ICBF) and has now been resolved. 

A letter will now issue to the person named indicating that the appeal has been success-
ful. The letter will also set out the steps that need to be taken for 2021. 

24/03/2021WRMMMM06500Horse Racing Industry

24/03/2021WRMMMM066002025. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of thoroughbred foals born over the past five years; the number registered to race on the 
track; the number of horses exiting racing over the same period; and the number of same that 
were sent to slaughter. [15584/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Horse 
Racing Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound 
Racing Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development 
of the horse racing industry.

The parts of the question raised by the Deputy in relation to the number of thoroughbred 
foals born over the past five years, the number registered to race on the track and the number 
of horses exiting racing over the same period are  operational matters for HRI. I have requested 
my officials refer these parts of the question to HRI for direct reply.

Details of the number of thoroughbreds slaughtered at facilities approved by my Depart-
ment for each year from 2016 to 2020 inclusive are given in tabular format below.

It is important to note that these equines were issued with passports by Weatherbys Ireland, 
although not all of those would necessarily have been born in Ireland. Legislation allows for 
studbooks to issue passports for equines that are eligible for inclusion in the studbook but born 
anywhere in the EU.

The number of thoroughbreds slaughtered at facilities approved by my Department for each 
year from 2016 to 2020 inclusive.

Year No of Thoroughbreds slaughtered 
2016 2952
2017 2829
2018 2526
2019 2218
2020 1549he number of thoroughbreds 

24/03/2021WRMMMM06800Grant Payments
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24/03/2021WRMMMM069002026. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Cork will receive their 2020 BDGP and BEAM 
grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15611/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) provides for six years of payments to participat-
ing farmers for completion of actions which deliver accelerated genetic improvement in the 
Irish national herd and improvement of its environmental sustainability.

To be eligible for payment, participants must follow the measures set out in the pro-
gramme, one of which is Genotyping. The number of animals to be genotyped each year will 
be “at least equivalent to 60% of the number of calved suckler cows (reference animals) on the 
holding in 2014 or 2015 in the case of New Entrants/Force Majeure (rounded to the nearest 
animal)”

The person named failed to meet the minimum genotyping requirement of 60%, which re-
sulted in no BDGP payment for 2020. 

In relation to the application for the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) from the per-
son named, an issue with the status of this herdnumber arose on th Department’s Client Cus-
tomer System. That issue has now been rectified and payment will issue in the coming weeks.

24/03/2021WRMMMM07100Environmental Schemes

24/03/2021WRMMMM072002027. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the importance of new grass in acting as an emissions sink; if progress is being made 
in providing financial support in reseeding; his views on the level of support per acre that would 
be appropriate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15615/21]

24/03/2021WRMMMM07300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department recognises the important role that sustainable grassland production plays in our 
livestock agricultural systems and in particular as an emission sink in our fight against climate 
change.

Improved grassland management practices potentially lead to greater sequestration levels. 
It is important to note that non-inversion methods of reseeding to minimise GHG losses is 
the preferred method of establishing new grass swards. On-going research being conducted 
through Teagasc shows that multi species swards (including the incorporation of clover) offer 
opportunities for farmers to reduce their reliance on chemical fertilisers and increase GHG se-
questration levels on agricultural grasslands.

In recognition of the importance of improved grassland management practices to increase 
the grassland carbon sink a number of actions have been included in Ag-Climatise - A Roadmap 
Towards Climate Neutrality,   which sets out a vision for the primary agrifood sector to become 
climate neutral by 2050. This roadmap highlights the importance of grass measurement, par-
ticipation by farmers in the Grass 10 programme and also the development of national training 
and mentoring programs for grassland/pasture management on Irish farms. 

While there are currently no plans to financially support farmers to reseed grasslands, there 
are a number of measures in place to reward farmers for the particular management of perma-
nent grassland. The current agri-environment scheme GLAS (Green, Low-Carbon Agri-Envi-
ronment Scheme) includes two actions which specifically support permanent pasture which is 
managed to promote a more diverse sward. Under the Low Input Permanent Pasture (LIPP) and 
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Traditional Hay Meadow (THM) actions, there are over 310,000 ha of agricultural grasslands 
being retained and actively managed as a carbon sink. 

As part of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Strategic Plan development, a number 
of options are being considered to further protect and increase the agricultural grassland carbon 
sink with the potential to financially reward farmers for their activities in this area.

24/03/2021WRNNNN00200Greenhouse Gas Emissions

24/03/2021WRNNNN003002028. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
estimated amount of emissions such as carbon that is sequestered back into farming grassland; 
the way in which those figures are determined; his views on whether these figures show the 
actual level of sequestration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15617/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
ability of grasslands to absorb CO2 is influenced by a number of site-specific factors such as 
elevation, soil type, management practices, climate and climatic variability. European studies 
have shown that temperate grasslands have annual sequestration rates of approximately 1 tonne 
C per hectare.  It is, however, important to note that currently, due to large areas of drained 
carbon rich soils under agricultural management, grasslands act as a net source or emmitter of 
GHG emissions in Ireland.

In the past, the lack of long-term observational data and field experiments (under Irish 
conditions) to quantify the effects of the key drivers of management and climate variability has 
been recognised as a barrier to maximising the potential GHG savings available through grass-
land sequestration. To address this information deficit, my Department has recently announced 
significant investment for the establishment of a National Agricultural Soil Carbon Observa-
tory. This investment will facilitate the purchase of up to ten carbon flux towers which will be 
used to accurately monitor GHG emissions and sequestration on a range of agricultural systems 
and soil types.

The potential benefits of this project are many but of particular relevance to Irish agriculture 
will be our increased ability to better quantify and model soil carbon emissions and sinks from 
agricultural land and to include this data in the National Inventory Reporting framework. 

24/03/2021WRNNNN00500Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRNNNN006002029. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if all 
fees have been paid by objectors since the new legislation was introduced for the appeals of 
forestry decisions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15644/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN007002040. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of persons that have lodged appeals against applications for forestry licences since the 
€200 appeals charge was introduced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15819/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN008002041. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of appeals that have been lodged against applications for forestry licences since the 
€200 appeals charge was introduced by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [15820/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 2029, 2040 and 2041 together.
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The Forestry (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020 was enacted on 5th October.  I com-
menced the Act on 7th October, and, at the same time, I signed the Forestry (Licence Appli-
cation and Submission Fees) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 417/2020) and the Forestry Appeals 
Committee Regulations (S.I. No. 418/2020).  These regulations provide for a more effective 
and efficient appeals process and, among other things, for a fee of €200 on all appeals to the 
independent Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC).

As regards the number of appeals received since the new legislation, it is worth noting that 
the FAC is operationally independent of my Department in the performance of its functions, 
including the acceptance of appeals and the appropriate fee.  I am informed that 79 appeals have 
been received since the new legislation on 7th October, to date.

Full details of the appeal type and county breakdown are included in the table below.  These 
appeals have been raised by a total of 44 individual or group appellants.  The Department pub-
lishes on its website full details of all appeals received.  The FAC publishes details of appeal 
decisions on their website. An appeal is only considered valid when the appeal is accompanied 
by the fee. 

County Afforestation Tree Felling Forest Roads
Cavan 1 1 0
Clare 0 1 0
Cork 1 3 0
Donegal 1 4 0
Galway 4 7 0
Kerry 1 5 2
Kilkenny 0 1 0
Laois 0 9 0
Leitrim 15 1 0
Limerick 0 4 0
Mayo 4 0 0
Meath 1 0 0
Monaghan 0 0 1
Offaly 1 1 0
Roscommon 0 1 0
Sligo 4 0 0
Tipperary 3 1 0
Wicklow 1 0 0
Totals 37 39 3

In addition, I am informed that since the Forestry Act 2020 was commenced, the FAC re-
ceived 19 appeals, which they declared invalid as the fee was not paid.  These appeals were for 
the counties set out in the table below.

County Afforestation Tree Felling Forest Roads
Leitrim 5 0 0
Mayo 0 14 0
Totals 5 14 0

24/03/2021WRNNNN01000Felling Licences
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24/03/2021WRNNNN011002030. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
options a plantation owner has for the crop in cases in which an appeal is upheld against a fell-
ing licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15645/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Under 
the Forestry (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2020, the FAC may, having considered an appeal, 
affirm the original decision, vary that decision, allow the appeal and set aside the decision or set 
aside the decision and remit it to my Department.

If the appeal against  a decision to issue a felling licence is upheld and therefore the decision 
set aside, the licence is effectively cancelled and the licensee may not use their licence.  In these 
cases, it is open to the applicant to re-submit an application for a felling licence for that area. In 
doing so, they should examine the reasons given for the cancellation by the FAC and take these 
into account in any new application.

24/03/2021WRNNNN01300Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRNNNN014002031. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
timeline for progression through the system for the 1,500 forestry licences received by his De-
partment that do not require an environmental impact study; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [15646/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Deputy will  be aware that under the Appropriate Assessment procedures in place for assessing 
forestry licence applications, some are ‘screened in’ for referral to the Ecology Unit and others 
are ‘screened out’ which means they may be decided upon by the Forestry Inspector without 
ecological input.

In 2020, for all afforestation applications decided in that year that were not referred to my 
Department’s Ecology Unit, the average time from application to decision was 4.9 months.

The timeline for progression of applications through the system are now being examined 
under Project Woodland, which was recently launched by my colleague, Minister of State Sena-
tor Pippa Hackett who has overall responsibility for the forestry sector. This project is tasked 
with the implementation of the Mackinnon report on improvements to our licensing processes 
and procedures. This includes the setting of targets which will now be dealt with by the Work-
ing Groups set up under the project.

The project revolves around four Working Groups, which will focus on the licence backlog, 
the future of forestry, devising a fit-for-purpose organisational structure and, streamlining the 
licensing process.  It is being overseen by a Project Board, chaired by the Secretary General of 
my Department, and reports to Minister of State Hackett.

24/03/2021WRNNNN01600Animal Welfare

24/03/2021WRNNNN017002032. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will address a matter (details supplied) in relation to the welfare of dairy calves born in 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15667/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ev-
ery calf born on an Irish farm is of value, and every farmer is responsible for the welfare of 
his or her calves. EU legislation is in place to protect the welfare of calves (Council Directive 
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2008/119/EC). This legislation is implemented in Ireland by national legislation, namely S.I. 
311 of 2010, European Communities (Welfare of Farmed Animals) Regulations 2010.

Both I and my Department takes the welfare of all animals very seriously and significant 
resources are allocated to ensuring the welfare of dairy calves in particular. In 2020, for ex-
ample, a total of 192 targeted dairy calf welfare inspections were carried out. In addition to 
pre-planned inspections, reports of specific welfare incidents or concerns are also investigated.

The Department is aware of reports of a very small and isolated number of incidents where 
dead calves have been reported as being found disposed of incorrectly. There is no excuse for 
such irresponsible dumping of any dead animal and the Department liaises with other agencies 
in investigating such incidents.

Last month, I wrote to every dairy farmer encouraging them to develop his or her  breeding 
policy, taking into account what will happen to each calf born on the farm – whether it goes on 
to become a dairy replacement animal or has a value in beef or veal production. On-farm breed-
ing policy determines the welfare, value and utility of calves born in dairy herds.

24/03/2021WRNNNN01900Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

24/03/2021WRNNNN020002033. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
situation with respect to farmers entering land lease agreements of at least five years in 2021 
and associated entitlements under the rules and practice; if such farmers can be guaranteed that 
notwithstanding the expected operation of the forthcoming Common Agricultural Policy in 
2023 that the conditions in respect of such entitlements will not be changed for the duration of 
the leasing agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15698/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
new CAP regulations are still at negotiation stage and, therefore, it is not possible to give a de-
finitive answer regarding the potential conditions regarding five-year land and payment entitle-
ment lease agreements.

There cannot be any guarantee that the conditions in respect of payment entitlements will 
not change. The proposed new CAP Regulation may affect various aspects of payment entitle-
ments such as the value of payment entitlements which could change due to allocations of fund-
ing within the ceiling. It would be prudent for both parties to lease agreements to take this into 
consideration prior to proceeding with such agreements.

The discussions on new CAP regulations are ongoing at trilogue stage and the position re-
garding the entitlements in the next programming period cannot be confirmed until such time as 
the regulatory provisions are agreed and in place. My Department has consulted with relevant 
stakeholders and will continue to do so.  I will also continue to negotiate on the proposals for 
the new CAP at EU level to obtain the best possible outcomes for Irish farmers.

24/03/2021WRNNNN02200Regulatory Impact Assessments

24/03/2021WRNNNN023002034. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine further to Parliamentary Question No. 1025 of 17 February 2021, the timeline for the 
completion of the regulatory impact assessment of the EU Regulation on Veterinary Medicinal 
Products EU 2019/6; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15712/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN024002035. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
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rine the analysis carried out or commissioned by his Department into the question of Ireland 
qualifying for the derogation in Article 105(4) of the EU Regulation on Veterinary Medicinal 
Products EU 2019/6; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15713/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN025002036. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine if he has raised concerns at a national or EU level regarding the potential impact of the 
coming into force of the EU Regulation on Veterinary Medicinal Products EU 2019/6 in Janu-
ary 2022 on the livelihoods of responsible persons that will no longer be permitted to prescribe 
antiparasitic medicines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15714/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 2034 to 2036, inclusive, together.

My Department has committed to conducting a Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) on 
the EU Regulation, which is underway.  The RIA will focus on areas where Ireland has national 
discretion with regards transposing the Regulation and specifically where intended policy deci-
sions may impact stakeholders. The RIA cannot be finalised until the relevant policy options 
have been examined which will be informed by stakeholder consultations and discussions at the 
Antiparasitic Stakeholder Group.

The Department’s interpretation of Article 105(4) is that Ireland is not in a position to avail 
of this derogation to allow people other than registered veterinary practitioners to issue vet-
erinary prescriptions. This view has been informed through consideration by policy officials, 
consultation with the EU Commission and legal advisors.

However, given the range of views on Article 105(4), the Department has sought further 
legal advice from the Attorney General’s Office.  It is the intention of the Department to make 
a statement on the matter to all stakeholders when that advice is received.

All stakeholders, including Licensed Merchants, who are currently permitted to sell vet-
erinary medicines under national legislation, such as cattle dosing medicines, will continue to 
be able to sell such medicines following the new veterinary medicines Regulation coming into 
effect in January 2022. However, from that date, antiparasitic veterinary medicines will require 
a veterinary prescription before they can be sold.

The Responsible Person in a Licensed Merchants can sell antiparasitic veterinary medi-
cines but they do not prescribe them.  In Ireland, the legal definition of a veterinary prescrip-
tion outlines that it can only be issued by a registered veterinary practitioner. A veterinary pre-
scription is also defined in the incoming Veterinary Medicines Regulation as a document issued 
by a veterinarian for a veterinary medicine.

Several stakeholders, including Licensed Merchants, have raised concerns about the po-
tential impact of this change in regulation. To address this, my Department has established an 
Antiparasitic Resistance Stakeholder Group which is chaired by the Chief Veterinary Officer. 
This group has an extensive work programme and its considerations are being guided by two 
principal objectives

- Protecting the efficacy of antiparasitics which are critical to the Irish pasture-based pro-
duction model.

- Establishing a regulatory system that is pragmatic, retains a substantive role for exist-
ing stakeholders and delivers value for money for farmers

24/03/2021WRNNNN02900Forestry Sector
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24/03/2021WRNNNN030002037. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if a decision has been made on a forestry application by a person (details supplied) in County 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15743/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An 
application for an afforestation licence and the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme was 
received in October 2019 for the person named and has been referred to my Department’s Ecol-
ogy Unit.  The application site is near eight designated sites including the Killarney National 
Park SPA.  Therefore, the impact of any afforestation operations on the sites and the surround-
ing area, must be carefully considered before deciding on the licence application.

If the applicant wishes, they may provide a Natura Impact Statement (NIS).  The NIS must 
be prepared by a suitably qualified person.  An NIS can considerably reduce the time taken to 
assess the application, as once received, the NIS will be examined by an ecologist within two 
to three months and a decision will issue once the assessment of the application is complete. 

24/03/2021WRNNNN03200Felling Licences

24/03/2021WRNNNN033002038. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a person (details supplied) in County Leitrim will receive a decision on their felling li-
cence application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15756/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An 
application for a tree felling licence, in conjunction with an application for the Native Wood-
land Scheme (NWS) was submitted for the person named in June 2020.  The NWS application 
is not yet approved as the assessment of the tree felling licence is awaited.

The tree felling licence application has been referred to my Department’s Ecology Unit, as 
the site is partly within Drumhierny Wood pNHA (001412) and National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) raised some concerns in their submission, in relation to the proposed opera-
tions.  This Wood is an example of oak woodland on a base-rich soil which is a rare occurrence 
in Ireland as such areas are usually cleared for agriculture.  I understand it is probably one of 
the best areas of mature oakwood in the county. Uncommon bird species have been recorded 
in the woodlands.  Tree clearance is of concern as any such operations may threaten the quality 
of the site.

The application is now  being assessed by an ecologist to take account of NPWS con-
cerns and the Department will be in contact with the applicant shortly as to the outcome of that 
assessment. 

24/03/2021WRNNNN03500Common Fisheries Policy

24/03/2021WRNNNN036002039. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there is a way of seeking additional unused non-national EU quota (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [15758/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
share allocation of stocks between Member States was established as a principle of the first 
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) in 1983 and was based on the average catch of each Member 
State over a period of reference years (track record).  The only exception to this relates to the 
Hague Preferences, on the basis of a special recognition agreement of the underdeveloped na-
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ture of the Irish fleet and the heavy control responsibility on us when Ireland joined the EU. The 
Hague Preferences give Ireland an increased share of traditional stocks (cod, whiting, haddock, 
sole and plaice) when Total Allowable Catch (TAC) levels reduce below a specified level.

Any change to the existing system of quota allocations would require a majority of Member 
States to agree under the qualified majority voting system. This would require other Member 
States to give up existing quota shares. Any change to relative stability would involve a loss 
for some other Member States and therefore poses particular challenges in a qualified majority 
voting context.

The CFP is reviewed every 10 years and the next review is scheduled to be completed by 
31 December 2022 when the European Commission will report to the European Parliament and 
the Council on the functioning of the CFP.  The review is expected to be detailed and compre-
hensive.  At EU level, it is expected that all stakeholders will have an opportunity to engage 
actively in the review work including the fishing industry, eNGOs and Member States.

I will consider how Ireland will prepare for and participate actively and effectively in the 
upcoming review of the CFP, including the interaction with stakeholders, to prepare Ireland’s 
case and identify priorities.  I have previously stated that I am committed to doing all possible 
through the review of the CFP to secure additional quota where possible for Irish fishers.  The 
Programme for Government sets down an ambitious programme of actions that promote a sus-
tainable seafood industry and we are committed to working to continue to build on the progress 
that has been made to secure a sustainable future for our fishing industry and the coastal com-
munities which depend upon it.

If an EU Member State wishes to seek additional quota for a certain species, a quota swap 
can be agreed with another EU Member State. For example, Ireland may seek an exchange of 
quota with another Member State to cover a shortfall in quota (or effort) for a fish stock in an 
area for the year. Conversely, Ireland may receive a request from another Member State for 
a quota swap.  Each swap proposal is considered on a case-by-case basis by my Department 
taking into account the views and recommendation of  the Quota Management Advisory Com-
mittee (QMAC), taking into account ratios and market prices to ensure all agreed swaps are 
equitable.

Quotas are swapped on a temporary basis but continuously repeated yearly exchange is also 
possible. Ireland has long established relationships with a number of EU member states where 
certain swaps are carried out on a yearly basis, provided Ireland has sufficient quota available 
for the stock for the area.

As the Deputy is aware, it is long-standing Government policy that fishing quotas are a na-
tional asset and the responsibility for the administration of quota rests with the Minister alone. 
In Ireland, quota is managed to ensure that property rights are not granted to individual opera-
tors. Ireland remains one of the very few EU Member States with a system of public ownership.

While Individual Transferable Quotas (ITQs) which permits the transfer/sale of quotas may 
work for some Member States, it would not work for Ireland where we have a network of small 
rural coastal communities dependant on our fishing fleet, large and small, demersal and pelagic. 
The Irish fishing fleet is for the most part made up of family owned vessels with strong links to 
their home ports. These families have a long tradition in fishing with generations succeeding 
each other into the industry.

I have no doubt that if ITQs were put in place, our quotas both whitefish and pelagic would 
be purchased by large European fishing conglomerates, with no socio or economic links to our 
ports, and landed elsewhere, with the resultant loss of jobs and economic activity around our 
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coast. For Ireland, this scenario would wipe out our fishing industry and we would not get the 
benefit from the rich fisheries resources in the waters around our coasts.  The introduction of an 
ITQ system in other Member States has led to the concentration of quotas in the hands of large 
international companies. Such a move in Ireland would be contrary to the State’s best interests.

The issue of mandatory ITQs formed a part of the EU Commission proposal for the reform 
of the Common Fisheries Policy in 2011.  This proposal was rejected following a strong case 
made by Ireland that management of quotas should be a matter of national competence. 

  Questions Nos. 2040 and 2041 answered with Question No. 2029.

24/03/2021WRNNNN04000Legislative Measures

24/03/2021WRNNNN041002042. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on amending the Forestry Acts to provide protection and regulation for trees in urban 
areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15896/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Forestry Act 2014 details the requirements and obligations in relation to tree felling licences.  A 
felling licence provides authority under the Act to the applicant to uproot or otherwise remove 
trees. There are certain situations, outside of a forest, where trees can be felled without the need 
to submit a tree felling licence. As per  Section 19(1)(a) of the Forestry Act, 2014,  one such 
situation is a tree or trees in an urban area.

The protection of trees in urban areas are a matter for the relevant local authority.  Under 
the Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2011, local authorities have a mandatory respon-
sibility to include objectives in the Development Plan relating to the preserving of amenities. 
This empowers the planning authority to make provision for tree preservation by establishing 
a Tree Preservation Order (TPO).  No tree covered by a TPO may be felled, topped, lopped or 
otherwise destroyed without the consent of the local authority.

I have currently no plans to amend the Forestry Act, 2014.

24/03/2021WRNNNN04300Afforestation Programme

24/03/2021WRNNNN044002043. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
afforestation rates by county in each of the years 2015 to 2020, inclusive, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [15897/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): For-
estry will play an important role in meeting our environmental objectives under the Climate 
Action Plan and, in terms of biodiversity, as outlined in the Programme for Government.  It is 
for this reason that my Department will be focusing on afforestation applications in the coming 
weeks.  I am mindful of the seasonality factor associated with afforestation and, therefore, while 
other forestry licence types will continue to issue, afforestation will be the priority.

Forestry licences continue to be received and issued daily. In addition, there is another 
4,500ha already approved and available to plant.  It is up to landowners to decide to plant, 
once they have received approval to do so, but I would encourage anyone that has approval to 
arrange financial approval, which is a straightforward process completed by their registered 
forester and to commence planting.
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Minister of State in the Department Pippa Hackett, who has overall responsibility for the 
forestry sector, recently announced Project Woodland on foot of receiving the Jo O’Hara report 
and work is now under way to immediately to implement this. I am hopeful that changes to pro-
cesses both within the Department and the independent Forestry Appeals Committee, will bear 
fruit, particularly to give confidence to applicants and potential applicants, that they can receive 
a timely decision on their afforestation application.  This should encourage more landowners to 
consider tree planting.

The Department publishes forestry statistics on its website, which include licences issued; 
hectares planted and whether they were broadleaf or conifers.

The data sought by the Deputy is included in the attached spreadsheet.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-24_pq2043-24-03-21_en.xlsx”>Afforestation</a>]

24/03/2021WRNNNN04600Agrifood Sector

24/03/2021WRNNNN047002044. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
the draft 2030 agrifood strategy will be published; the way in which the public will be con-
sulted in the development of the final strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15898/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): It is 
anticipated that the draft Agri-Food Strategy to 2030 will be published in April alongside the 
associated environmental assessment, including an Environmental Report and a Natura Impact 
Statement (NIS). This will be as part of a public consultation on the environmental assessment.  
Written submissions on the Environmental Report and the NIS, as well as the draft Strategy, 
will be facilitated. In addition, it is planned to hold a webinar as part of this public consultation.

However, this time frame is dependent on the 2030 Stakeholder Committee finalising their 
deliberations shortly.

Separately, and as part of Ireland’s preparations for the United Nations Food Systems Sum-
mit in September, a series of food system dialogues will be held. As this process is simultane-
ous, it will allow for some discussion and engagement on the draft 2030 Strategy. I will an-
nounce further details on these dialogues in the near future.

24/03/2021WRNNNN04900Agrifood Sector

24/03/2021WRNNNN050002045. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details of his engagement with the environmental pillar since its withdrawal from the 2030 ag-
rifood strategy committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [15899/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Environmental Pillar nominee to the Agri-Food 2030 Stakeholder Committee announced their 
withdrawal from the process at a Committee meeting on 25th February. Following that an-
nouncement, I, along with my colleagues Minister of State Hackett and Minister of State Hey-
don, expressed  regret at the decision and hoped the Pillar would reconsider and engage in the 
strategy formation process, which is still ongoing.

At the request of the Environmental Pillar, my Ministerial colleagues and I, along with the 
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Chair of the 2030 Committee and Department officials, met with a range of representatives on 
11th March. We listened to their views and again invited the Environmental Pillar to re-engage 
with the process.  

24/03/2021WRNNNN05200Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRNNNN053002046. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
further action he is taking to address issues in the forestry and timber industry given the con-
tinued difficulty with forestry licensing output; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[15946/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
aware of the issues facing the forestry sector and timber industry and considerable efforts have 
been made to address  them.  Additional resources have been recruited and training, information 
and guidance has been provided to both Departmental staff and registered foresters and as result 
we have seen gains in terms of output.

Nonetheless, we are not where we want to be, which is why the introduction of Project 
Woodland, recently launched by Minister of State Pippa Hackett, who is responsible for the 
forestry industry, is so important. This new structure aims to ensure that the current backlog is 
addressed. The Project will involve a review and refresh of our processes and procedures and 
will include outside stakeholder participation to bring an independent perspective. It will be a 
task-driven process, with clear deliverable and milestones.

I am confident that the structural changes to processes within my Department will bear fruit 
and will ultimately give confidence to all applicants that they can receive a timely decision on 
their forestry licence application.

24/03/2021WRNNNN05600Forestry Sector

24/03/2021WRNNNN058002047. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he has spoken to the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications regarding the 
possible impact that a backlog in the issuing of forestry licences may have on Ireland’s climate 
targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15947/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN058502048. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has spoken to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage regarding the possible 
impact that a backlog in the issuing of forestry licences may have on the construction sector; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15948/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 2047 and 2048 together.

I am aware of  the important role forestry plays in meeting our environmental objectives un-
der the Climate Action Plan as well as its  contribution to the wider economy.  These objectives 
for forestry are included in the Programme for Government and we collectively as a govern-
ment have responsibility to deliver on the entire  programme, and we work together as cabinet 
colleagues towards achieving that aim.

In terms of the Climate Action Plan 2019, the target for afforestation is 8,000 ha per annum 
and the target of forest road works at 125 km per annum. The Department of Communications, 
Climate Action & Environment are currently in consultation with other Departments to prepare 
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an update to the Climate Action Plan for 2021 and beyond. My officials are actively involved 
in this process and the revised plan will take account of our climate change commitments to 
achieve carbon neutrality by 2050 and beyond. As with the current Plan, there will be a frame-
work in place for the responsible Departments to report regularly on progress made on agreed 
actions towards delivering on identified targets.

The delays in issuing licences has impacted the sawmills the forestry sector.  My officials 
are in regular contact with timber industry stakeholders and have made all efforts to ensure 
that timber requirements are met.  That is why felling licences were given priority over others 
in the latter months of 2020, with some three million cubic metres issued since last August. 
Coillte, which supplies 75% of all material to Irish sawmills, is 99% licensed for its 2021 li-
censing requirement. 70% of this material is available for use and my Department continues to 
work with Coillte to resolve any issues to make the last of this material available.

A target of issuing 4,500 licences in 2021 has been set, which is a 74% increase on 2020. A 
new structure under Project Woodland, which was recently launched by Minister of State Pippa 
Hackett, is being introduced to ensure that the current backlog is addressed and that a new im-
petus is brought to woodland creation in Ireland. Minister Hackett, who has overall responsibil-
ity for forestry, has indicated that this Project will involve a review and refresh of our processes 
and procedures and will include outside stakeholder participation to bring an independent per-
spective. It will be a task-driven process, with clear deliverable and milestones.

Along with Minister Hackett, I am committed to supporting the forestry sector in reaching 
its potential to contribute to Ireland’s economic, environmental and societal goals. I believe that 
the steps we have taken and intend to take under Project Woodland will bring the results we 
need to achieve this.

24/03/2021WRNNNN06000Afforestation Programme

24/03/2021WRNNNN061002049. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
afforestation level his Department will achieve in 2021, given the total achieved to date in 2021 
and the seasonality factor which will see no afforestation from June to November 2021; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [15949/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN062002050. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will intervene in the ongoing forestry crisis and address his Department’s failed licensing 
system which will see Ireland with record low afforestation, timber shortages and further job 
losses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15950/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 2049 and 2050 together.

Forestry will play an important role in meeting our environmental objectives under the Cli-
mate Action Plan and in terms of biodiversity, as outlined in the Programme for Government.  
It also has a crucial role to play in terms of supplying product to sawmills and supporting jobs 
in the rural economy.

It has been a matter of balancing these objectives  in dealing with licences, particularly giv-
en the issues we have faced in clearing the current backlog.  That is why felling licences were 
given priority over others in the latter months of 2020, with some three million cubic metres 
issued since last August. Coillte has virtually all of its 2021 licensing requirement issued, albeit 
not all of it immediately available, and my officials continue to work with Coillte to resolve any 
issues to make this material available.
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The Department is also focusing on afforestation applications. I am mindful of the seasonal-
ity associated with afforestation and therefore, while other forestry licence types will continue 
to issue, afforestation will be the priority.

In terms of afforestation, the Department continues to receive and issue forestry licences 
daily.  To 19th March, the area covered by issued afforestation licences so far this year is 1,035 
ha.  There are currently applications within my Department’s system covering 9,600 ha which 
are at various stages of processing, from the initial application steps to ready for decision.  In 
addition to this, there is another 4,500 ha already approved and available to plant immediately.  
It is up to landowners to decide to plant, once they have received approval to do so, but I would 
encourage anyone that has approval to arrange financial approval which is a straightforward 
process completed by their registered forester and to commence planting.

A target of issuing 4,500 licences in 2021 has been set, which is a 74% increase on 2020.  
A new structure under Project Woodland, which was recently launched by Minister of State 
Pippa Hackett, is being introduced to ensure that the current backlog is addressed and that a 
new impetus is brought to woodland creation in Ireland.  Minister Hackett, who has overall 
responsibility for forestry, has indicated that this Project will involve a review and refresh of 
our processes and procedures and will include outside stakeholder participation to bring an 
independent perspective. It will be a task-driven process, with clear deliverable and milestones. 

I am confident that the changes presented under this structure to processes within my De-
partment will bear fruit, particularly to give confidence to applicants and potential applicants 
that they can receive a timely decision on their forestry licence application.

24/03/2021WRNNNN06500Equine Industry

24/03/2021WRNNNN066002051. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
levels of non-compliance with equine microchipping and traceability; if he is satisfied with the 
level of compliance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [15966/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
legislation governing the identification of equines across the EU is Commission Implementing 
Regulation (EU) 2015/262 (CR 262/2015), as transposed into national legislation via S.I. 62 of 
2016.

This Regulation provides that an equine must be identified with a passport no later than 12 
months from the date of birth of the animal. The identification of an equine is determined by the 
unique equine life number (UELN) recorded on the identification document. Equine passports 
are issued in Ireland by a number of Passport Issuing Organisations (PIOs) approved by my 
Department.

All equines identified with a passport from 1st July 2009 must also be implanted with a 
microchip, the number of which must be recorded on the associated passport document, on the 
database of the issuing PIO and on my Department’s central equine database. The Department 
has validations built in to its systems to ensure that legislative requirements in this regard are 
adhered to and that all equines issued with a passport from that date have been implanted with 
a microchip.

All equines issued with a passport prior to 1st July 2009 are deemed to be identified prop-
erly in accordance with this legislation and accordingly are not required to be implanted with 
a microchip.
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The Department does not have specific data in relation to the levels of compliance with the 
requirement for an equine to be identified with a passport no later than 12 months from its date 
of birth. However, information available from approved PIOs indicates that compliance with 
this requirement is high.

Furthermore, my Department endeavours on a consistent basis to maximise the levels of 
compliance.  In that context, equine identification legislation is enforced on an ongoing basis 
by authorised officers across my Department’s Regional Office network in conjunction with 
authorised officers in the Local Authorities, An Garda Síochána, the Revenue Commissioners 
and other relevant organisations. In line with the Programme for Government, equine welfare, 
based on a robust traceability system, is a priority for my Department, building on existing in-
spectorate supports across the country.

24/03/2021WRNNNN06800Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRNNNN069002052. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the total Covid-19-related spend in 2020 by his Department, agency and budget line item; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [16270/21]

24/03/2021WRNNNN07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department’s COVID-19 related expenditure in 2020 comprised spending on new schemes 
providing stimulus support measures and increased administration spending on COVID-related 
costs.

Under the COVID-19 Stimulus Beef Finisher Scheme, €46.6 million was paid to beef farm-
ers.  The Department also allocated €2.7 million to the SBCI Working Capital Scheme.  Under 
the Seafood programme, €1.3 million was spent on the COVID-19 Stimulus measure under 
Subhead D.3.8.

In addition, there was COVD-related spending in a number of administration areas, includ-
ing on items such as PPE materials and IT costs related to remote working arrangements.

24/03/2021WROOOO00200Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WROOOO003002053. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
payment options available for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by his Department; and if 
there are plans to provide further online payment facilities. [16289/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
following wide range of payment options are available to clients of my Department:

- Electronic Funds Transfer

- Standing order

- Debit or Credit Card payments over the phone 

- Debit or Credit Card payments online 

- Debit or Credit Card payments in person in specific locations 

- Deduction from outgoing payments due to the customer
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- Cheque, Postal Order and Bank Draft payments.

An on-line payment facility to accept one-off payments is currently being developed.

24/03/2021WROOOO00500Poverty Data

24/03/2021WROOOO006002054. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the process involved in compiling the Pobal deprivation index; her plans to update the index; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14003/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Pobal HP Deprivation index is Ireland’s primary social gradient tool, used by numerous state 
agencies for the identification of disadvantage, in order to target resources towards communi-
ties most in need. 

The updating of the index is commissioned by Pobal every five years, following the comple-
tion of the national census. The index is created and updated by independent geospatial, eco-
nomic and social research experts who use a series of data points from the census to ascertain 
levels of disadvantage under the three domains of demographic profile, social class composition 
and labour market situation.  This gives a rounded view of the lived experience of disadvantage 
beyond simply measuring income poverty. 

The construction of the Deprivation Index takes several months and begins once all census 
data have been prepared by the Central Statistics Office (CSO). On the advice of the CSO, the 
Government decided on 15 September 2020 to postpone the 2021 census to 3 April 2022. It is 
anticipated that the next update to the index will be published in Quarter 3 2023.

24/03/2021WROOOO00800Legislative Process

24/03/2021WROOOO009002055. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the details of the process through which her Department drafts and produces legislation; if her 
Department outsources the drafting of legislation; if so, the Bills for which the drafting was out-
sourced since she took office; and the costs associated with the drafting of each Bill. [14426/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO01000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can 
confirm that the process for drafting and producing legislation in my Department is as follows: 

Government indicates that it will bring forward legislation to deal with a particular issue. 
This commitment is usually made in, for example, a Programme for Government, Strategy 
document and or in Debates in the Oireachtas or elsewhere. The process through which this 
Department drafts and produces primary legislation is:

- Upon the initiation of a Bill my Department officials undertake the preparatory work/re-
search/consultation, including a Regulatory Impact Assessment where necessary, and draft the 
Heads of the Bill which sets out the key objectives, the chapter headings and the main provi-
sions in each chapter (section). 

- The general scheme, or draft heads, of the Bill, undergo scrutiny by an Oireachtas Com-
mittee for further consideration providing stakeholders with the opportunity to comment on the 
overall thrust of the legislation and outline deficiencies and/or gaps and to make submissions to 
both the Department and Oireachtas committee re same.
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- After analysing the feedback from the consultation, Department officials then instruct the 
Parliamentary Counsel (based in the Office of the Attorney General) who draft the full legal text 
of the Bill and the Explanatory Memorandum. When the draft Bill is finalised it is then ready to 
begin its 5 stage passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas.

My Department does not outsource the drafting of legislation.

24/03/2021WROOOO01100Rural Economic Development Zones

24/03/2021WROOOO012002056. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the breakdown by NUTS III region of projects funded to date under the rural economic devel-
opment zone programme. [14689/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO01300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Rural 
Economic Development Zones (REDZ) are functional, rather than administrative, geographic 
areas that reflect the spatial patterns of local economic activity and development. They are, in 
effect, sub-county zones within which most people live and work. 

The central objective of the REDZ model was to stimulate economic activity at a local level 
by strengthening collaborative development between rural towns and their outlying areas. 

A pilot REDZ scheme operated in 2015, with a second pilot phase being run in 2016.  A total 
of €9.956m was approved for 98 projects countywide under the REDZ Scheme in 2015/16, as 
set out in the following table at NUTS III level.

The REDZ approach was incorporated into my Department’s Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme from 2017.  Both this scheme and the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund are in-
formed, inter alia, by the collaborative aspects of the REDZ scheme.

REGION REDZ PROJECTS REDZ FUNDING  - 
2015/2016 (€m)

Border 21 2.613
West 15 0.857
Mid-West 15 1.950
South-East 11 1.052
South-West 10 0.734
Dublin 0 0.000
Mid-East 9 1.093
Midlands 17 1.654

24/03/2021WROOOO01400Rural Development Plan

24/03/2021WROOOO015002057. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the status of the Action Plan for Rural Development; if this plan has been aligned with the Na-
tional Planning Framework Ireland 2040: Our Plan; and if the impact of Brexit and Covid-19 
will be accounted for as part of any renewal of the plan. [14692/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO01600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Action Plan for Rural Development was launched in 2017 as a three year framework to progress 
the economic and social development of rural areas.  The Action Plan ran to the end of 2019.
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I will shortly be launching a new whole-of-Government Rural Development Policy for the 
period 2021-2025.  The policy will be forward-looking and ambitious.  It  will build on, and go 
beyond, the achievements of the Action Plan for Rural Development.  

The new rural policy will be aligned with Project Ireland 2040, and in particular the strate-
gic objective of achieving Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities.  The policy will 
also complement other Government strategies and initiatives, such as the Climate Action Plan, 
the forthcoming National Economic Recovery Plan, the National Broadband Plan, and the Na-
tional Remote Work Strategy, placing a particular emphasis on the relevance of those initiatives 
to rural areas.  

The development of the policy was informed by an extensive consultation process.  The 
insights and views captured through these consultations helped to identify the issues that matter 
most to people living and working in rural Ireland. 

The policy will be supported by a set of commitments for delivery across Government 
which will address challenges faced by rural communities, including the impacts of COVID-19 
and Brexit.  The policy will also focus on realising new opportunities for people living in rural 
areas, including through remote, or connected, working.  

In addition to helping rural Ireland to recover from the impacts of COVID-19 in the short-
to-medium term, it will support the long-term development of rural areas, to benefit individuals, 
families, communities and businesses throughout the country. 

24/03/2021WROOOO01700Capital Expenditure Programme

24/03/2021WROOOO018002058. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the five most recent significant capital projects in the major functional responsibilities of 
her Department which have required her sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial 
submission of the proposal for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant 
elements making up this period; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning 
process; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the procurement process of contrac-
tors; and the way this duration compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the outset 
of the process. [14784/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO01900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
majority of capital expenditure within my Department takes place within the Rural Develop-
ment function of my Department, with the Community Development aspect of the Department 
accounting for the majority of current expenditure. 

The revised estimate for 2021 provides a total gross capital allocation of €168.6 million for 
the Department, of which €151 million is allocated to Rural Development. The Department 
does not deliver these capital projects directly, rather grant funds are provided, mainly to Local 
Authorities and State Agencies, to deliver projects under specific schemes. The Rural Regen-
eration and Development Fund (RRDF) is the funding area under which the most significant 
projects are undertaken and the 5 largest projects grant aided by the Department are within this 
area. These are listed below. 

With regard to projects delivered under the RRDF, there is a multi-stage approval process 
in place. Projects are assessed by my Department under the oversight of the Project Advisory 
Board, comprised of representatives from key Government Departments and independent ex-
perts.  Once the assessment process is complete, my Department prepares a report setting out 
recommended projects and my role as Minister is to consider that report and make final deci-
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sions in relation to the allocation of funding.  

Projects announced for funding undergo a due diligence process, and on completion, proj-
ects are approved in principle, with full approval taking place once the project has proceeded 
through the procurement process.   The table below details the date the Department gave ap-
proval in principle, the current status of the project and, in instances where the project has 
completed procurement, the date of full approval is provided.  In line with the public spending 
code, it is the delivery body, as approving/sanctioning authority, who have ultimate responsibil-
ity for each project. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-25_pq205-24-03-21_en.docx”>Table of Projects</a>]

24/03/2021WROOOO02000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

24/03/2021WROOOO021002059. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the financial supports available to community-based organisations that have been found to not 
be eligible for the Covid-19 stability fund for community and voluntary, charity and social en-
terprises; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [14924/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO02200Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Government is aware of the challenges facing community and voluntary 
organisations and is committed to working closely with the sector in managing through these 
challenges, recognising that it will require a whole of Government approach. Along with other 
broader Government initiatives, my Department has introduced a suite of programmes to sup-
port community and voluntary organisations weather the impact of COVID-19.

In 2020, a €50 million support package for the Community and Voluntary Sector, Charities 
and Social Enterprises was launched by Government and administered by my Department. This 
funding was made available from the Dormant Accounts Fund and consisted of the COVID-19 
Stability Fund and the Innovate Together Fund.  

An additional €10M has been allocated to the Stability Fund as part of the COVID-19 
Resilience and Recovery 2021 plan, announced by the Taoiseach on Tuesday 23rd February 
2021.  Further details on how relevant organisations can apply for this funding will be available 
shortly.

In December last, my Department launched a €1.7m COVID-19 Emergency Fund, which 
community and voluntary groups could apply for through their local authorities. This follows 
on from a previous €2.5m round of this fund which was focussed on groups participating in 
the Government’s “Community Call” initiative. Successful organisations will be announced 
shortly.

The Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) provides funding for capital grants to-
wards enhancing facilities available to communities. The funding is allocated to local authori-
ties and administered by Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs). Further de-
tails on the 2021 scheme will be announced in Q2 2021.

My Department currently supports 420 community organisations under the Community 
Services Programme (CSP) to provide local services through a social enterprise model.  In re-
sponse to the difficulties faced by organisations due to COVID-19, my Department developed a 
€4.75M Support Fund which assists all CSP supported organisations to continue to retain their 
CSP supported employees on their payroll and also provides assistance for the Employers PRSI 
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contribution during this crisis period and until April 2021.  My Department and Pobal, who 
administer the programme on behalf of my Department, are continuing to monitor the situation 
closely in light of the current COVID-19 restrictions and the ongoing costs being incurred by 
organisations.

In respect of the Department’s other programmes, funding commitments are being main-
tained, and though delays may be experienced in delivery in some cases it is expected that all 
projects and initiatives will continue when it is safe to do so.

I would encourage organisations to continue to engage with their Local Authorities and Lo-
cal Development Companies so that they are aware of funding opportunities as they become 
available.

24/03/2021WROOOO02300Community Development Initiatives

24/03/2021WROOOO024002060. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if a grant exists for sensory gardens; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15026/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO02500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Funding for sensory gardens is available from my Department this year through the CLÁR 
programme, which provides funding for small-scale projects in designated rural areas that have 
experienced significant levels of de-population in the past. 

I launched the 2021 CLÁR programme on 15th March and the measures being funded under 
the programme this year are:

Measure 1: Support for Schools/Community Safety Measure 

Measure 2: Outdoor Community Recreation Facilities 

Measure 3: Community Wellbeing Measure: 

(a)  Community Gardens & Allotments

(b)  Mobility and Cancer Care Transport 

CLÁR Innovation Measure:  Funding for innovative or pilot projects that address specific 
challenges faced by communities in CLÁR areas.  

Funding for Sensory Gardens is included under Measure 3(a).  This Measure will be admin-
istered by the Local Authorities who will submit applications to my Department for consider-
ation.   

The scheme outline and eligibility criteria for each Measure are available on the Gov.ie 
website at: 

  https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/91ba52-clar/?section=2021-clar-measures.   

The closing date for applications under Measure 3(a) is 7th May 2021.

24/03/2021WROOOO02600Offshore Islands

24/03/2021WROOOO027002061. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
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opment if a review has been conducted on the implementation of the recommendations in a 
strategic framework for developing the offshore islands of Ireland 1996; and if she will publish 
same and provide a copy to this Deputy. [15033/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO028002062. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if the recommendations set out in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996 in the policy area of education have been implemented in full; and the 
details of the recommendations not fully implemented. [15034/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO029002063. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if the recommendations set out in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996 in the policy area of health services have been implemented in full; and 
the details of the recommendations not fully implemented. [15035/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO030002064. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if the recommendations set out in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996 in the policy area of agriculture have been implemented in full; and the 
details of the recommendations not fully implemented. [15036/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO031002065. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if the recommendations set out in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996 in the policy area of energy supply and communications have been 
implemented in full; and the details of the recommendations not fully implemented. [15037/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO032002066. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if the recommendations set out in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996 in the policy area of fishing and aquaculture have been implemented in 
full; and the details of the recommendations not fully implemented. [15038/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO033002067. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if the recommendations set out in a strategic framework for developing the offshore is-
lands of Ireland 1996 in the policy area of tourism, training and future tourism policy have been 
implemented in full; and the details of the recommendations not fully implemented. [15039/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO034002068. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if the recommendations set out in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996 in the policy area of information technology have been implemented 
in full; and the details of the recommendations not fully implemented.; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [15040/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO035002069. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if the recommendations set out in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996 in the policy area of local development have been implemented in full; 
and the details of the recommendations not fully implemented. [15041/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO036002070. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if the recommendations set out in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996 in the policy area of future mechanisms and structures have been imple-
mented in full; and the details of the recommendations not fully implemented. [15042/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO037002071. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the position regarding the Interdepartmental Co-ordinating Committee on Island Devel-
opment established to co-ordinate the development and improvement of living conditions on 
the offshore islands in advance of the publication of a strategic framework for developing the 
offshore islands of Ireland 1996; if the committee is still in existence; if so, when the committee 
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last met; and if there is a difference between the committee and the Interdepartmental Commit-
tee on Island Development established in 2019. [15043/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO038002072. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if the Interdepartmental Co-ordinating Committee on Island Development submitted 
annual progress reports to Government as proposed under a strategic framework for developing 
the offshore islands of Ireland 1996; and if so, the conclusions of these reports. [15044/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO039002074. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if a review has been conducted of the existing health and emergency response to island 
communities since it was recommended in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996; if so, the results of such a review; and the actions taken as a result. 
[15046/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO040002075. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if a study has been conducted to examine the tourism potential of islands as outlined in 
a strategic framework for developing the offshore islands of Ireland 1996; if so, the results of 
such a review; and the actions taken as a result. [15047/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO041002077. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if monitoring mechanisms were established to follow the implementation of a strategic 
framework for developing the offshore islands of Ireland 1996. [15049/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO042002078. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if any of the recommendations in a strategic framework for developing the offshore 
islands of Ireland 1996 were not implemented; and if so, the details of same. [15050/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO04300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 2061 to 2072, inclusive, 2074 and 2075, and 2077 and 2078 
together.

The Interdepartmental Committee referred to by the Deputy was established in June 1993, 
and went on to publish its report “A strategic framework for developing the offshore islands” 
in 1996. 

This document set out a strategic framework within which future action in relation to the 
islands would be pursued. The main recommendations of the report centred on the provision 
of improved harbour infrastructure and life-line transport services. Other recommendations in-
cluded health care provision, information technology, agriculture, tourism and fisheries. 

Following on from this report, a major programme of State investment was embarked on.   
Many of the recommendations in the 1996 report, in particular those focussed on island trans-
port and infrastructure, have been achieved.  

In 1996, there were just were just three State-funded passenger ferry services, one cargo 
service and an air service route.  The State is now subsidising 13 ferry routes, 9 cargo routes and 
2 air services, carry over 500,000 passengers and 29,000 tons of cargo annually.  

The period since the report was published has also seen an extensive programme of pier 
development to facilitate safe access to islands, under which funding in excess of €100 million 
has been provided towards completion of harbour infrastructure for the islands. This investment 
continues today with several pier development projects featured in the National Development 
Plan. 

The capital investment also saw the construction of helipads on several islands, providing 
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rapid coast guard and HSE access to the islands to deal with emergencies. As with pier con-
struction, provision of helipads is an ongoing process with a new helipad planned for Inishturk 
in County Mayo this year.  There has also been significant investment in roads, coastal defences 
and other smaller capital projects throughout this time.

Several island-based Health Centres have been developed, and as recently as 2017, the HSE 
published a Primary Care Island Services Review with a view to developing a sustainable, 
cost effective, quality and fair primary care service that meets the everyday needs of the island 
populations. 

The adverse logistics of island based businesses and communities have also been addressed 
through a variety of schemes such as the island specific support to island farmers through the 
Areas of Natural Constraints scheme and additional social security grants to claimants on the 
islands. The challenges on the islands has also been recognised through enhanced social welfare 
payments to island residents.

Provision has been made for additional teachers on island-based schools.  Schemes have 
been developed to attract mainland students to some of the Gaeltacht island schools, providing 
the students with an opportunity to immerse themselves in the Irish language, while also boost-
ing the numbers in the schools.  A Gaeltacht e-Hub Pilot Project has also been developed.  This 
utilises online blended-learning delivery to extend the subject range available through the medi-
um of Irish to students in Gaeltacht post-primary schools, including three island based schools. 

Since 1996, provision of basic telephony services to the islands has improved dramatically 
and in recent years the rollout of national broadband has included many islands.  This period 
has also seen significant investment in electrical and water supplies to the islands.

Support for enterprise, cultural and social development has been supported through grants 
to development companies on the non-Gaeltacht islands and cooperatives on the Gaeltacht 
islands who provide support services and advice to island communities. These bodies have 
functioned successfully as hubs to advance LEADER, EU and local LEO projects. 

Fáilte Ireland have developed a range of promotional campaigns in which the value of the 
island are recognised as cultural destinations.

As the Deputy will be aware, responsibility for the islands transferred to my Department 
in September 2020.  The development of a new Islands Policy is an objective within the Pro-
gramme for Government, and will build on what has been achieved to date.

To this end, an Interdepartmental Committee, which is now chaired by my Department, was 
established in late 2019 and met most recently in January 2021.  This is different to, and su-
persedes, the Interdepartmental Co-Ordinating Committee on Island Development which was 
established in 1993 and which has not met for many years. 

My officials have undertaken a wide consultation process to ascertain the views of island 
communities in the development of the new policy, and went on to meet with other stakeholders 
such as the island’s representative body, Comhdháil Oileán na hÉireann, and the relevant Local 
Authorities. 

A series of bilateral meetings with various Government Departments are now underway, to 
apprise the Departments of the findings of the consultations and to establish how Departments 
can address the issues raised by island communities. 

These discussions will conclude with preparation of a new 10-year policy for the develop-
ment of the islands, and associated three-year Action Plans, which will underpin island devel-
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opment for the next decade.

24/03/2021WROOOO05500Offshore Islands

24/03/2021WROOOO056002073. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if non-Gaeltacht islands are provided with the services of a community development 
officer or association. [15045/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO05700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department works to support sustainable vibrant communities living on the islands. As part 
of this work, funding is provided by my Department for Island Development Companies on 
islands outside the Gaeltacht areas. 

Support is provided for five such 5 Development Companies:

- Inishturk Development Company, Co. Mayo

- Clare Island Community Co-Operative Society, Co. Mayo

- Inishbofin Development Company Ltd, Co. Galway

- Bere Island Project Group which provides services to Bere, Whiddy and Dursey Islands 
in Co. Cork, and

- Sherkin Island Development Society, which provides services to Sherkin, Long and Heir 
Islands, Co. Cork. 

These companies provide community development services to their respective islands com-
munities. The staffing structures, including the role of community development officers, is man-
aged by each Development Company according to their annual programme of activities and 
budget.  

The funding provided by my Department to the Development Companies is administered 
through Comhar na n-Oileán, a Local Development Company with responsibility for the off-
shore islands of Ireland.

  Questions Nos. 2074 and 2075 answered with Question No. 2061.

24/03/2021WROOOO06000Na hOileáin amach ón gCósta

24/03/2021WROOOO061002076. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail 
cén ról atá ag Údarás na Gaeltachta i gcur i ngníomh bheartais a Roinne maidir leis na hoileáin 
agus an bhfuil teagmháil leanúnach ann idir a Roinn agus an t-Údarás. [15048/21]

24/03/2021WROOOO06200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Mar 
is eol don Teachta is oileáin Ghaeltachta roinnt do na hoileáin a thagann faoi mo chúram. Tá 
comhoibriú leanúnach idir mo Roinn agus Údarás na Gaeltachta i dtaobh riar leathan seirbhísí 
a chuirtear ar fáil ar na hoileáin.  

Tá ról lárnach ag na comharchumainn oileánda, atá maoinithe ag an Údarás, ag déanamh 
ionadaíocht ar son na hoileáin chun seirbhísí éagsúla a lorg.  I gcás na aerstáicí ar na hOileáin 
Árann tá úinéaracht na maoin seo faoin Údarás freisin.  
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Aithníonn mo Roinn an ról tábhachtach atá ag an Údarás, agus gur ceann do na príomh-
ghealsealbhírí in ullmhú Polasaí Oileánda nua iad.  Sa chomhthéacs sin, beidh mo Roinn ag 
socrú cruinniú déthaobhach leo chun ionchur an tÚdarás a fháil ina leith. 

  Questions Nos. 2077 and 2078 answered with Question No. 2061.

24/03/2021WRPPPP00300Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

24/03/2021WRPPPP004002079. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if funding will be provided under stream 3 of the outdoor recreation infrastructure scheme for 
the application relating to Killarney National Park in recognition of the significant economic 
activity stimulated by the park; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15063/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP00500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
There has been a strong level of  interest in the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 
(ORIS) since it was introduced in 2017.  In 2020 alone, 287 applications were received by my 
Department under the scheme, seeking funding of over €26 million, which greatly exceeded the 
budget available. 

Under the 2020 scheme, I have approved 226 projects, with 61 applications being unsuc-
cessful. 

An application for the project referred to by the Deputy was received by my Department 
under Measure 3 of the scheme.  On 22nd March last, I announced details of the 14 projects 
under Measure 3 that have been approved for funding of €6 million.  Unfortunately, it was not 
possible to support all of the applications within the available budget and the project relating to 
Killarney National Park was unsuccessful on this occasion.  

Local Authorities will have the opportunity to submit revised applications in respect of 
the unsuccessful projects to the 2021 scheme which I expect to launch shortly.

24/03/2021WRPPPP00600Town and Village Renewal Scheme

24/03/2021WRPPPP007002080. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if her Department has received an application from Kerry County Council under the town and 
village renewal scheme since its inception in respect of Boolteens and Castlemaine, County 
Kerry; if so, the details of the application; the dates and project proposals of same; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [15064/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP00800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can 
confirm  my Department has not received an application from Kerry County Council under the 
Town and Village Renewal Scheme in respect of  Boolteens or Castlemaine since the establish-
ment of the scheme in 2016.

The scheme is one of a series of national and local support measures designed to rejuvenate 
small rural towns and villages throughout Ireland. It is administered by Local Authorities on 
behalf of my Department.  Under the scheme, expressions of interest are sought by the relevant 
local authority from local community groups. These are evaluated by the Local Authorities 
and a number are forwarded to my Department for consideration. 

Since its  launch in 2016, over €93 million has been approved to progress over 1,340 proj-
ects under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme.
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24/03/2021WRPPPP00900CLÁR Programme

24/03/2021WRPPPP010002081. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if her Department has received an application from Kerry County Council under the CLÁR 
scheme since its inception in respect of Boolteens and Castlemaine, County Kerry; if so, the 
details of the application; the dates and project proposals of same; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [15065/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP01100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale projects in rural areas that have experi-
enced significant levels of de-population in the past. 

I can confirm that no application has been received under the CLÁR programme from Kerry 
County Council in respect of Boolteens, Co. Kerry since the scheme was relaunched in 2016.

One application was received from Kerry County Council in 2020 in respect of Castlemaine. 
This application was submitted for Milltown/Castlemaine GAA Club under CLÁR Measure 2 
- Community Recreation Areas. 

This application, for the construction of an outdoor socialising area with canopy, storage 
units, and toilet facilities, was successful and was approved funding of €32,400 on 2nd Novem-
ber 2020. To date, no funding has been drawn down on this project.

I launched the 2021 CLÁR programme on 15 March and further details can be found on 
the Gov.ie website at:   https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/91ba52-clar/?section=2021-
clar-measures

24/03/2021WRPPPP01200Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

24/03/2021WRPPPP013002082. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if her Department has received an application from Kerry County Council under the rural re-
generation scheme since its inception in respect of Boolteens and Castlemaine, County Kerry; 
if so, the details of the application; the dates and project proposals of same; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [15066/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP01400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
first and second calls for Category 1 and Category 2 applications under the Rural Regeneration 
and Development Fund are fully complete.  To date, 63 Category 1 projects have been approved 
for funding of €131 million and 76 Category 2 projects have been approved for funding of 
€35 million.  Category 1 relates to major projects that can drive sustainable rural regeneration 
and development, while Category 2 supports projects that require development funding to bring 
projects to a stage where they are ready to apply under Category 1 calls.

The third call for Category 1 applications closed on the 1 December 2020.   Applications 
received under this call are currently being assessed by my Department under the oversight of 
the Project Advisory Board, comprised of representatives from key Government Departments 
and independent experts. 

I have been informed by my officials that no application to the Fund has been received to 
date from Kerry County Council specifically for Boolteens and Castlemaine.  However, the 
Council has been very active in engaging with my Department in respect of the Fund and has 
submitted a number of applications across the calls to date.  
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The third call for Category 2 applications under the Fund will be announced shortly.

24/03/2021WRPPPP01500Departmental Transport

24/03/2021WRPPPP016002083. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of vehicles owned or leased and operated by her Department and agencies and 
semi-State companies under her remit broken down by the number of ICE and non-ICE ve-
hicles and fuel category, that is, petrol, diesel, hybrid, plug-in hybrid, electric and so on; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [15126/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP01700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department does not own, rent or operate any vehicles.

Of the four agencies under the remit of my Department - Pobal, the Western Development 
Commission, the Charities Regulatory Authority, and Water Safety Ireland - only Water Safety 
Ireland operates vehicles.

Water Safety Ireland uses 10 vehicles, 8 of which diesel and 2 are petrol. 9 vehicles are 
owned by the agency and 1 is leased.

24/03/2021WRPPPP01800Community Banking

24/03/2021WRPPPP019002084. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the engagement she has had with banking entities that have indicated their plans to close in 
provincial towns; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15215/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP02000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
my role as Minister for Rural and Community Development I am absolutely clear on the impor-
tance of ensuring that rural communities can access the services they need so that they remain 
vibrant places in which to live and work.

As the Deputy is aware, the Minister for Finance has responsibility for banking. 

However, I am acutely aware of the value placed by rural communities on services such as 
those provided by banks. Ensuring access to services for rural communities is an issue that cuts 
across almost all Government Departments. It also relates to services provided by the private 
sector. 

The Deputy will no doubt appreciate that the provision of services by banks, including the 
location of branches, is a commercial decision for the boards and management of those institu-
tions. 

That said, I expect that any bank closing branches will do everything that it can to mitigate 
the impacts of the branch closures on local communities, including the use of technology and 
the use of alternative means of service delivery to address the potential impacts on individuals 
and communities.  

I have had direct and constructive engagement on these matters with the Bank of Ireland 
which has recently taken the operational decision to close 88 branches nationwide in response 
to the changing nature of banking in this country. In this particular case, I have been given reas-
surance that measures are being taken to avoid a service gap emerging, including through the 
partnership Bank of Ireland has secured with An Post for cash services as well as the plans to 
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retain ATM facilities in those places where such facilities currently exist. It is important that 
rural communities do not lose access to critical services in rural areas, so I welcome innovative 
and proactive alternatives such as these being put in place.

Rural and regional development is at the heart of the Programme for Government. My 
Department is currently finalising an ambitious new five year rural development policy. This 
policy will recognise that strong rural economies and communities are vital in supporting and 
safeguarding the sustainability of vibrant towns and villages across the country.  It also recog-
nises that rural areas are critical to our national economic, social and environmental well-being.

Significant investment in rural Ireland is taking place across Government and my Depart-
ment will continue to support communities across rural Ireland through a range of funding 
schemes and supports. 

Budget 2021 has allocated a total of €341 million to my Department. Much of this funding 
will support the economic and social development of rural areas under my Department’s Rural 
Development, Regional Affairs and Islands Programme.

Funding is available for rural areas in my Department through: the €1 billion allocated to the 
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund, the CLÁR Programme, the Community Enhance-
ment Programme, the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and funding for our Public Libraries.

Funding is also delivered through the Community Services Programme, LEADER Pro-
gramme and the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme where supports are 
tailored to the specific needs of individual areas.

24/03/2021WRPPPP02100Community Welfare Services

24/03/2021WRPPPP022002085. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of applications received by her Department in 2020 and to date in 2021 for home 
safety and personal alarms. [15216/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP02300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department is responsible for the Seniors Alert Scheme which encourages community support 
for vulnerable older people in our communities through the provision of personal monitored 
alarms to enable them to live securely in their homes with confidence, independence and peace 
of mind. Funding is available under the scheme for the purchase by a registered community 
based-organisation of a personal alarm or pendant. The scheme is administered by Pobal with 
the support of local community and voluntary groups.

During 2020, 16,719 new participants were approved for the scheme, and to the end of Feb-
ruary 2021, an additional 2,530 new participants have been approved. There were no applica-
tions refused by Pobal in 2020 and to date in 2021.

The total number of participants of the Seniors Alert Scheme as at 28 February 2021 is 
78,816 since the scheme commenced in 2015.

24/03/2021WRPPPP02400Western Development Commission

24/03/2021WRPPPP025002086. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the current and capital budget allocation in each of the years 2019 to 2021 to the West-
ern Development Commission in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[15468/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP02600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Western Development Commission was established on a statutory footing in 1999 under the 
Western Development Commission Act, 1998.  The main aim of the Commission is to promote, 
foster and encourage economic and social development in the Western Region, covering coun-
ties Donegal, Leitrim, Sligo, Mayo, Roscommon, Galway and Clare. 

The Western Development Commission operates the Western Investment Fund (WIF) 
which contributes to the development of the region by investing through equity or loans in busi-
ness start-up, growth-oriented small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and in community-based 
measures to encourage enterprise development.

The Exchequer allocations for the Western Development Commission for each of the three 
years from 2019 to 2021 inclusive are detailed in Table 1 below. The figures reflect the pub-
lished Revised Estimates Volume (REV) for the years in question.  

There is currently no capital budget allocation for the Western Development Commission. 

Table 1 – REV allocations 2019-2021, Western Development Commission

Year Current   €000 Capital   €000 Total €000
2019 2,028 0 2,028
2020 2,049 0 2,049
2021 2,166 0 2,166 

24/03/2021WRPPPP02700Social Enterprise Sector

24/03/2021WRPPPP028002087. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of social enterprises registered in Ireland. [15799/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP029002089. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of new social enterprises that were registered in Ireland in 2020.; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [15801/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP030002093. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the breakdown of the sectors under which Irish social enterprises are registered; and the way in 
which the majority are registered within each sector. [15805/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 2087, 2089 and 2093 together.

Social enterprises are businesses that work primarily to improve the lives of people. Their 
core objective is to achieve a social, societal, or environmental impact. Like other businesses, 
social enterprises pursue their objectives by trading in goods and services on an ongoing basis. 
However, surpluses generated by social enterprises are re-invested into achieving their core 
social objectives. 

Social Enterprises operate across a very wide range of sectors and are constituted using a 
variety of legal forms. There is no centralised register of social enterprises retained by the Com-
panies Registration Office, or elsewhere. 

Additionally, while many social enterprises are charities, and are legally required to register 
with the Charities Regulator, there is no requirement to declare that they are social enterprises 
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during that process.  As a consequence, and given the relatively recent publication of a National 
Policy definition of social enterprise in 2019, it is not possible at this time to provide an accurate 
estimate of the number of social enterprises that are registered in Ireland. 

Several reports on social enterprise in Ireland have pointed to the limited empirical evidence 
and data about the scope, prevalence, and contribution of social enterprise in Ireland. Attempts 
have been made to estimate the scale and scope of the sector, but these estimates are not neces-
sarily reliable or up to date. 

Improving data collection and developing impact measurement mechanisms are two of the 
26 measures for delivery contained in the National Social Enterprise Policy 2019-2022. My 
Department is actively researching data collection methods, and currently engaging in scop-
ing activities with relevant Government Departments and agencies as well as Higher Edu-
cation Institutions and social enterprise stakeholders. It is envisaged that this work will, at 
minimum, provide more reliable information including economic data and numbers of staff 
employed by social enterprises in Ireland, as well as the sectors of activity.

With regard to the sectors that social enterprises operate in, and how they are legally consti-
tuted, in May 2020, my Department conducted a short survey on the impact of COVID-19 on 
social enterprises in Ireland. There were 523 responses to this survey. This was a self-declara-
tion survey, and is likely to represent a relatively small percentage of the overall cohort.  How-
ever, the following tables offer an insight into the sectors of activity of the social enterprises 
who responded, and the predominant legal forms utilised.

Sector of Business Activity  %
Local/Community   Development 34.03% 
Social Health/Community   Care 23.14% 
Arts/Culture 8.0% 
Services 7.4% 
Environmental 5.5% 
Hospitality 4.4% 
Industrial/Manufacturing 2.6% 
Other 13.96% 

Legal Constitution of Social Enterprise  %
Company Limited by   Guarantee 84.32% 
Cooperative 3.82% 
Designated Activity   Company 2.29% 
Other 9.56% 

24/03/2021WRPPPP03200Social Enterprise Sector

24/03/2021WRPPPP033002088. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
estimated revenue brought into the economy by social enterprises in 2020 and to date in 2021. 
[15800/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP034002090. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
number of persons employed by social enterprises in Ireland. [15802/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 2088 and 2090 together.
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Social enterprises are businesses that work primarily to improve the lives of people. Their 
core objective is to achieve a social, societal, or environmental impact. Like other businesses, 
social enterprises pursue their objectives by trading in goods and services on an ongoing basis. 
However, surpluses generated by social enterprises are re-invested into achieving their core 
social objectives. 

Social enterprises contribute significantly to social, environmental, and economic develop-
ment in Ireland, and as we recover from COVID-19 they can play a critical role in ensuring a 
sustainable and inclusive recovery. 

Social Enterprises operate across a very wide range of sectors and are constituted using a 
variety of legal forms. As a consequence, and given the relatively recent publication in 2019 of 
a National Policy definition of social enterprise, it is not possible at this time to provide an ac-
curate estimate of the economic value that social enterprise brought to the economy in 2020 and 
2021.  Neither is it possible to accurately estimate the numbers employed in the sector. 

Several reports on social enterprise in Ireland have pointed to the limited empirical evidence 
and data about the scope, prevalence, and contribution of social enterprise in Ireland. Attempts 
have been made to estimate the scale and scope of the sector, but these estimates are not neces-
sarily reliable or up to date.

Improving data collection and developing impact measurement mechanisms are two of the 
26 measures for delivery in the National Social Enterprise Policy 2019-2022. My Department 
is actively researching data collection methods, and is currently engaging in scoping activities 
with relevant Government Departments and agencies, as well as Higher Education Institutions 
and social enterprise stakeholders. 

It is envisaged that this work will, at minimum, provide more reliable information including 
economic data and numbers of staff employed by social enterprises in Ireland, as well as the 
sectors of activity they are engaged in.

  Question No. 2089 answered with Question No. 2087.

  Question No. 2090 answered with Question No. 2088.

24/03/2021WRPPPP03800Dormant Accounts Fund

24/03/2021WRPPPP039002091. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
funding that has been provided to social enterprises by the Dormant Accounts Fund since 2019. 
[15803/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP040002092. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
social enterprises which have received funding from the Dormant Accounts Fund since 2019. 
[15804/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP04100Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2091 and 2092 together.

I can confirm that since 2019, €2million of Dormant Accounts Funding has been used for a 
Small Capital Grants Scheme for social enterprise. 230 social enterprises have benefitted from 
this scheme, each receiving a grant of between €2,000 and €15,000.

In 2020, €45million in Dormant Accounts Funding was allocated to the Covid-19 Stability 
Fund for Community and Voluntary organisations. Scheme criteria aligned with Dormant Ac-
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counts Fund objectives, supporting critical front line organisations to continue delivering vital 
services to the most vulnerable in our communities. To date, funding of €42million has been al-
located to 600 organisations. Applicants were required to indicate their organisational structure, 
with 87 successful applicants indicating they are a social enterprise. Total funding drawn down 
by these social enterprises under the Stability Fund amounts to €5,859,144. 

During 2020, my Department’s Community Services Programme supported 425 organisa-
tions, to provide local services through a social enterprise model, providing employment to 323 
managers and 1,708 full-time equivalent positions.  As a result of the COVID-19 crisis my De-
partment developed an additional exchequer funded 2020 Support Fund to assist Community 
Services Programme (CSP) supported organisations to continue to retain their CSP supported 
employees. The funding was providing an additional once off payment, to assist with staffing 
costs, to cover a 12 week period from 26th March 2020 ensuring that they can pay their full time 
CSP supported employees a maximum of €350 net per week, with a proportionate amount for 
part time CSP supported employees.

I will set out, under separate cover, the list and details for each social enterprise that received 
funding and the amount each received under each scheme.

  Question No. 2093 answered with Question No. 2087.

24/03/2021WRPPPP04400Social Enterprise Sector

24/03/2021WRPPPP045002094. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
the national social enterprise policy implementation group is still functioning. [15806/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP046002095. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
the social enterprise higher education institutes network is still in place. [15807/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP04700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 2094 and 2095 together.

Social enterprises are businesses that work primarily to improve the lives of people. Their 
core objective is to achieve a social, societal, or environmental impact. Like other businesses, 
social enterprises pursue their objectives by trading in goods and services on an ongoing basis. 
However, surpluses generated by social enterprises are re-invested into achieving their core 
social objectives. 

Ireland’s first National Social Enterprise Policy 2019-2022 was launched in July 2019. This 
Policy is helping to create an enabling environment for social enterprise in Ireland to grow and 
contribute to Ireland’s social and economic progress.

The Policy is focused on three main objectives: 

1. Building Awareness of Social Enterprise 

2. Growing and Strengthening Social Enterprise 

3. Achieving Better Policy Alignment

The Policy provided for the establishment of a National Social Enterprise Policy Implemen-
tation Group. 

The Implementation Group was formed in December 2019 and has been instrumental in ad-
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vising, supporting and providing oversight on the progress of the implementation of the Policy. 
The Group includes Government Departments, Agencies and a broad range of Social Enterprise 
Stakeholder interests. 

The Implementation Group meets on a regular basis and five meetings of the group have 
been held to date, where all aspects of policy implementation have been discussed. The minutes 
of the Implementation Group meetings are available on my Department’s pages on the Gov.ie 
website. 

Based on the spirit of partnership which is a key principle of the National Social Enterprise 
Policy, the Implementation Group will continue to play a critical role in guiding the implemen-
tation of the Policy over its lifetime.

The Higher Education Institutions (HEI) Network on Social Enterprise was established in 
October 2019. It enables communication regarding developments and activities related to social 
enterprise, as well as the sharing of good practice in terms of teaching, research and community 
engagement. Furthermore, it engenders collaboration and innovation regarding the develop-
ment of social enterprise amongst network members. 

The network also provides the opportunity for the Department to avail of the expert input of 
HEIs in the context of the implementation of the National Social Enterprise Policy. The network 
has met three times, most recently in March 2021, with the next meeting expected to take place 
in early Summer 2021. The minutes of all meetings are available on gov.ie.

24/03/2021WRPPPP04900LEADER Programmes

24/03/2021WRPPPP050002096. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
basis for the programme for Government commitment to move the delivery of the LEADER 
programme to independent local action groups supported by local community development 
committees and away from the present model; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[15811/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP05100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
The Programme for Government contains a commitment to deliver a Rural Development Pro-
gramme that is led by independent Local Action Groups and supported by Local Community 
Development Committees. 

This just one of a number of commitments in the Programme for Government related to 
LEADER.  

Due to a delay at EU level in agreeing the post-2020 EU Budget, my Department’s priority 
amongst these commitments was to develop and deliver a transitional LEADER programme 
this year to bridge the gap between the end of the 2014-2020 programme, and the next EU 
framework LEADER programme which will not commence until 2023.  

In December 2020, I announced details of a Transitional LEADER Programme for the pe-
riod 2021-2022, with an initial allocation of €20 million.  The Transitional Programme will 
come into effect from 1 April 2021.  I also extended the timeframe for project approvals under 
the 2014-2020 LEADER programme until 31 March 2021. 

EU co-financing has now become available for the Transitional Programme and I recently 
announced an increased allocation of €70 million for the programme. The programme will be 
delivered through the existing Local Action Group and Implementing Partner structures, as any 
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funding available from the EU is on the basis of the framework applicable to the 2014-2020 
LEADER programme.

The Transitional Programme also provides for an increase in the aid rate for private en-
terprises, from 50% to 75%, thereby addressing a further commitment in the Programme for 
Government in relation to LEADER.

Preparations for the design and delivery of the next EU LEADER programme from 2023 
are currently underway.  The question of the administrative structures for the delivery of the 
programme will be considered as part of that work, having regard, inter alia, to the provisions 
of the EU Regulations governing the structure of future Local Action Groups, a review of the 
2014-2020 programme, and the outcome of consultations with all relevant stakeholders.

24/03/2021WRPPPP05200Broadband Infrastructure

24/03/2021WRPPPP053002097. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the engagements her Department has had with satellite companies on broadband connec-
tivity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [15835/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP05400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department’s remit includes working with Local Authorities to develop telecommunications in-
frastructure, both mobile and broadband, around Ireland.  Accordingly, my officials are actively 
involved in a number of programmes and projects that are intended to improve connectivity in 
rural areas. 

In support of this work, my officials engage with a wide and diverse network of stakehold-
ers, including other Government Departments and agencies, Local Authorities, development 
groups, local community organisations, industry representative bodies and telecommunications 
operators.

My Department’s primary means of supporting regional telecommunications development 
is through the national network of 31 Local Authority Broadband Officers.

Broadband Officers meet as a network on a monthly basis. These meetings allow the Depart-
ment to disseminate updates on recent developments and provides an opportunity for Broad-
band Officers to share their experiences and expertise. 

Over the years that the network meetings have operated, a large number of telecommunica-
tion providers, including satellite providers, have been invited to present their technologies and 
deployment plans to Broadband Officers. 

For example, late last year, my Department’s officials were contacted by a company which 
was interested in exploring possible sites for a small-scale pilot deployment of the company’s 
equipment in the State.  The company in question was provided with the contact details for the 
Local Authority Broadband Officers.  They also addressed the monthly Broadband Officers 
network meeting on 25 February 2021.  My Department had no role in this matter beyond the 
introductions that it made to the Broadband Officers.

24/03/2021WRPPPP05500Departmental Expenditure

24/03/2021WRPPPP056002098. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the total Covid-19-related spend in 2020 by her Department, agency and budget line item; and 
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if she will make a statement on the matter. [16280/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP05700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Government is aware of the challenges facing community and voluntary organisations and is 
committed to working closely with the sector in managing through these challenges, recognis-
ing that it will require a whole of Government approach. Along with other broader Government 
initiatives, my Department provided a range of supports in 2020 to assist community and vol-
untary organisations in dealing the impact of Covid-19.

The provisional gross outturn for my Department in 2020 was €359.42 million. Of this, 
€152.73 million was spent within the rural development programme area and €202.51 million 
within the community development area. The remaining €4.17 million funded the Charities 
Regulatory Authority. 

With regard to Covid-19 related expenditure, given the role of my Department in supporting 
the economic and social development of rural Ireland, and supporting community development 
throughout Ireland, all of our existing funding schemes have supported the response to, and 
recovery from, the pandemic in some way. For example, our existing funding for the LEAD-
ER programme ensures continued support for the economic recovery in rural Ireland, and the 
Community Services Programme has helped maintain vital community services throughout the 
pandemic. However, there were a number of specific targeted measures in 2020 which aimed 
to directly support the response and recovery. The main focus was on community development 
supports, and the increase in gross expenditure for that programme area, from €149.73 million 
in 2019 up to the €202.51 million spent in 2020, reflects that. 

Existing and additional funding has provided strong support for the broad community and 
voluntary sector, and helped to ensure that vital supports and services are maintained both 
throughout the pandemic, and as we recover from its impacts. 

The table below provides details of supports provided by my Department or agencies under 
its remit through existing funding or additional funding provided to specifically target the im-
pacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. For completeness I have also provided details on spend by my 
Department or its Agencies with regard to compliance with public health and safety guidelines 
in the workplace.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-25_pq2098-24-03-21_en.docx”>Departmental Funding</a>] 

24/03/2021WRPPPP05800Departmental Administrative Arrangements

24/03/2021WRPPPP059002099. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the payment options available for persons to pay fines, charges or bills by her Department; and 
if there are plans to provide further online payment facilities. [16299/21]

24/03/2021WRPPPP06000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
can confirm that my Department does not issue any fines, charges or bills in respect of the 
programme areas under its remit. Any funds which need to be remitted to the Department must 
be lodged through the Department of Justice, who provide Financial Shared Services to my 
Department. As such, any future plans for provision of an online payment facility would have 
to take place through that shared service.


