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04/03/2021WRA00300Data Centres

04/03/2021WRA004001. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the number of data centres that are currently operational and the number that are under 
consideration including pre-planning stage by county; the average number of long-term jobs a 
data centre creates; the job numbers in data centres by county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [12359/21]

04/03/2021WRA00500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment does not collect or store the type 
of detailed information requested on data centre location, or their stage in the planning process.

There may be some scope for different definitions of what could be considered a data centre 
or multiple data ‘halls’ on particular sites might be counted. Nonetheless, it is clear that the vast 
majority of large ‘hyperscale’ or ‘co-location’-type data centre developments are located in the 
greater Dublin area, with a small number operational or planned across Cork, Limerick, Meath 
and elsewhere.

While not all data centres are operated by multi-national firms, IDA Ireland has further ad-
vised me that it does not maintain a register of data centre locations. IDA Ireland point out that, 
when dealing with potential data centre investments, it promotes regional locations for those 
investments in line with the ‘Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres in Ireland’s 
Enterprise Strategy’. Recent examples of large data centre developments outside of Dublin 
include an Amazon project in Drogheda and Facebook’s project in Meath.

An analysis of the data centre sector in Ireland, including existing and planned data centres, 
is produced quarterly by industry groups BitPower and ‘Host in Ireland’. The Deputy may find 
this a useful resource: https://bitpower.ie/index.php/dashboard

In terms of full-time permanent employment in the data centres themselves, it is estimated 
that data  centres require between 30 and 50 well paid and secure direct jobs each in areas such 
as management, IT and systems engineers, mechanical and electrical maintenance and repair 
management. However around 20,000 direct jobs in the Irish economy are supported by those 
who operate large data centre infrastructure here. The wider technology sector in Ireland em-
ploys in excess of 150,000 people. 

Data centres are an increasingly important part of the digital and communications sectors 
and are core infrastructure in the remote working and digital services economy. The transition 
to a digital economy is well underway. It is impacting all sectors of the economy, and Ireland is 
well positioned as a digital gateway to Europe. Data centres and the services they provide act 
as a ‘hook’ for further investment and job creation. 

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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04/03/2021WRA00600Data Centres

04/03/2021WRA007002. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment his views on whether the development of data centres would be better served by State 
involvement to ensure they align with economic, social and environmental goals and provide 
a return to the Exchequer other than development levels and commercial rates; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12362/21]

04/03/2021WRA00800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Ireland has one of Europe’s largest clusters of data centres as a stable energy grid, tem-
perate climate and significant skills base makes Ireland an attractive country for this form of 
investment. Data centres are an increasingly important part of the digital and communications 
sectors and are core infrastructure in the remote working and digital services economy. The 
2018 Government Statement on Data Centres sets out the strategic importance of data centres 
to Ireland’s overarching enterprise policy and their role in attracting employment and invest-
ment to Ireland within the technology sector while it also sets out the challenges posed by the 
increased energy demand and steps to mitigate this. 

The State’s planning system, at local level or through An Bord Pleanala, is the mechanism 
used to ensure that all industrial developments are consistent with our national policy as set out 
in the National Planning Framework and other strategic policy documents. The planning pro-
cess incorporates public consultation processes and, where appropriate, environmental impact 
assessment, to ensure that development is consistent with the relevant regulations and national 
policy more broadly. Data centres in particular require detail engagement with the electricity 
grid connection process, managed by Eirgrid, to ensure they are consistent with our energy 
systems capacity. 

Data centres have an economic return in that they are an increasingly important part of 
the digital and communications sectors and are core infrastructure in the remote working and 
digital services economy. They also are significant capital intensive investments that act as a 
hook for further investment and job creation. Around 20,000 direct jobs in the Irish economy 
are supported by those who operate large data centre infrastructure here. The wider technology 
sector in Ireland employs in excess of 150,000 people.

04/03/2021WRA00900Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRA010003. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he has met with representatives of the wedding industry to discuss the impact 
of Covid-19 restrictions on weddings and the supports needed for businesses involved in the 
sector; and if not, when he plans to do so. [12247/21]

04/03/2021WRA01100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I understand the enormous difficulties the wedding industry is facing as the pandemic 
rolls on.  I fully appreciate that it is one of the industries worst affected and for the longest and 
know that as we enter a second year of restrictions many in the sector must be fearing for their 
future.  

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the 
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of 
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, Employment Wage Sub-
sidy and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the weekly CRSS pay-
ment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, reduced VAT rates, a commercial 
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rates holiday, the Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme as well 
as low-cost loans. 

The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other 
packages on offer in other countries.  The new Business Aid Scheme I announced recently will 
provide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in receipt of a rates bill from their 
local authority. While the grant is modest, it will help smaller businesses in particular to cover 
these costs – rent, insurance, utilities, security. 

To date, I have not met with representatives from the wedding industry sector but I have 
met with representatives of the hospitality sector through the Tourism and Hospitality Forum.

The Government is very much open to hearing proposals from the wedding sector as to how 
we can help further. Government schemes to support businesses are generally designed to help 
meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided, and it is not possible to provide compensation for loss 
of personal income or profits.

My colleagues, Minister Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht and Minister Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine may be able to provide more specific details on the events and hospitality industry 
and details on supports for the food sector respectively.

04/03/2021WRA01200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

04/03/2021WRA013004. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment his plans to provide specific supports for the wedding industry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12249/21]

04/03/2021WRA01400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I understand the enormous difficulties the wedding industry is facing as the pandemic 
rolls on. I fully appreciate that it is one of the industries worst affected and for the longest and 
know that as we enter a second year of restrictions many in the sector must be fearing for their 
future. I do hope that once the pandemic is over the wedding sector will have a number of good 
years with so many weddings postponed. In the meantime, the Government wants to make sure 
as many businesses as possible survive to see that day.

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the 
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of 
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage 
Subsidy (EWSS) and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the week-
ly CRSS payment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, reduced VAT rates, 
a commercial rates holiday, the Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity 
Scheme as well as low cost loans.

Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the re-
silience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. Details 
of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website.

These measures are in addition to the €7 billion July Stimulus of enterprise measures, which 
includes the Wage Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Pay-
ment, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of 
which will help to improve cashflow amongst self-employed. We are providing for an extension 
of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
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funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely affected businesses.

As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eli-
gible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes, to re-start 
their business. Further information is available at www.gov.ie.

On the 9th of December, following engagement with the Arts sector and other self-em-
ployed sectors my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for Social Protection, 
announced the doubling of the PUP threshold from the current €480 over four weeks to €960 
over an eight-week period effective immediately. This measure is to assist those who are try-
ing to restart their businesses and will allow self-employed people to take on intermittent jobs 
without losing their entitlement to the PUP.

The Government also announced the provision of support of €50m for the live entertainment 
sector in Budget 2021. This will include measures for the commercial entertainment sector and 
will support live entertainment across the country. The 2021 supports for the live entertainment 
sector will be the subject of further consultation with stakeholders. It will also be informed by 
the pilot live performance scheme in 2020 which is being rolled out now.

The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other 
packages on offer in other countries. The new Business Aid Scheme I announced last month 
will provide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in receipt of a rates bill from 
their local authority. While the grant is modest, it will help smaller businesses in particular to 
cover these costs – rent, insurance, utilities, security.

The Government is very much open to proposals from the wedding sector as to how we can 
help further. However, Government schemes to support businesses are generally designed to 
help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and it is not possible to provide compensation for 
loss of personal income or profits.

My colleagues, Minister Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht and Minister Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine may be able to provide more specific details on the events and hospitality industry 
and details on supports for the food sector respectively.

04/03/2021WRA01500Work Permits

04/03/2021WRA016005. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the process for non-EU nationals who urgently need a passport renewal to renew 
their employment permit but cannot do so due to embassy closures during level 5 restrictions; 
the person or body persons in this situation can contact; the steps being taken to address this; if 
he will ease rules surrounding renewal of employment permits during the current restrictions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12266/21]

04/03/2021WRA01700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): In March 2020, the Employment Permits Section of my Department implemented a CO-
VID-19 contingency plan to ensure that the employment permit regime could continue to oper-
ate throughout the crisis.  Since 30th March, the employment permit system has been operating 
fully remotely and online. 

Operational practices have been adjusted to replace the paper-based elements of the service 
to allow for a fully online process involving electronic/scanned documents and all decisions/
outcomes now issue via e-mail rather than by post.  Agreement was reached with the Immigra-
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tion Service Delivery in the Department of Justice and Equality on arrangements to introduce, 
on a temporary basis, a type of “e-employment permit” and a similar soft copy process to transi-
tion to permanent residence permission.

The contingency plan also states that my Department will be flexible in dealing with em-
ployment permit issues that arise for both employers and employees as a result of the pandemic 
and will consider such issues, including individuals who are unable to renew their passports as 
a result of the pandemic, on a case by case basis when brought to my Department’s attention.  
All such queries should be emailed to employmentpermits@enterprise.gov.ie 

Finally, full details in relation to the contingency arrangements introduced by the Employ-
ment Permits Section in response to the pandemic can be accessed on my Department’s website 
through the following link: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/COVID-19-Employment-Per-
mits-System-Contingency-Arrangements.html  

04/03/2021WRA01800Credit Guarantee Scheme

04/03/2021WRA019006. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of applications made to banks under the €2 billion Covid-19 credit 
guarantee scheme; the number refused; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12277/21]

04/03/2021WRA02000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme is the largest loan guarantee scheme in the 
history of the State.   The Scheme provides €2 billion in lending, for terms up to five-and-a-half 
years and offers a range of lending products between €10,000 and €1 million.  It is available to 
SMEs and small mid-caps (business with less than 500 employees), including primary produc-
ers (businesses engaged in the farming and seafood sectors).

The Scheme is currently available through commercial banks, a number of non-bank lend-
ers and a number of credit unions. Since January, 19 Credit Unions and 3 non-bank lenders have 
successfully joined the scheme as finance providers and more finance providers are expected to 
join in the coming weeks. This long-term policy goal of diversification will add competition in 
the market and ensure a wide range of loan products being available.

A total of 4,702 loan applications for a value of €314 million have been submitted up to 18 
February to all participating lenders with 3,106 loans drawn for a value of €177 million.  A total 
of 4,556 loan applications with a value of €298 million have been submitted to the three partici-
pating commercial banks (Bank of Ireland, AIB and Ulster Bank) with 3,091 loans drawn for a 
value of €175 million.  Loans take a number of working days to move from application status 
to drawdown or refused status. I would encourage businesses to use this scheme to obtain loans 
at interest rates below market rates. 

Where an applicant has had a loan application refused, they may wish to appeal the decision 
to the Credit Review Office (CRO).  The CRO helps SMEs who have had an application for 
credit of up to €3 million declined or reduced by the main banks. This is a strictly confidential 
process between the business, the Credit Review and the bank.

While the State provides a guarantee on loans issued in case of default, all credit assess-
ments in relation to loan applications under this scheme are carried out by participating lenders.  
The Department plays no role in the application or decision-making process in relation to loans 
under Government schemes, which, is fully delegated to the participating lenders.  

I want to assure the Deputy that I and my officials are monitoring the Scheme and its effec-
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tiveness. Data is being published on a monthly basis on my Department’s website regarding the 
level of lending through the scheme, the sectoral breakdown and the uptake on a county basis.  

04/03/2021WRA02100Research and Development

04/03/2021WRA022007. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the funding and grants available for companies developing disruptive technologies. 
[12372/21]

04/03/2021WRA02300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government provides a range of programmes, principally through my Department 
and its agencies, to support companies in the area of technological development. A number of 
EU programmes also exist to support companies and researchers to develop new products, pro-
cesses and services.  These programmes are documented by Knowledge Transfer Ireland and 
on the websites of IDA Ireland and Enterprise Ireland. In terms of “disruptive technologies”, 
the main government funding is through the Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund (DTIF).

The DTIF is a €500 million fund established as part of the National Development Plan un-
der Project Ireland 2040. It is administered by Enterprise Ireland on behalf of my Department.

The Fund is available for collaborative projects seeking investment in the development 
and deployment of disruptive innovative technologies and applications, on a commercial basis, 
targeted at tackling national and global challenges. It is aimed at driving collaboration on indus-
trial research projects between our world class research base and industry, as well as facilitating 
enterprises to compete directly for funding in support of the development and adoption of these 
technologies and seeding a new wave of start-ups.

A particular focus of the Fund is to encourage research, development and innovation col-
laboration between enterprises located in Ireland, working with one or more Research Perform-
ing Organisations (RPOs), including third-level institutions such as universities and Institutes 
of Technology / Technological Universities. 

Under Calls 2 and 3 of the DTIF, collaborations were required to have at least three project 
partners, one of which must be a Small and Medium-sized Enterprise (SME) and at least one 
other enterprise – either an SME or a large enterprise. Large-scale projects seeking DTIF fund-
ing of at least €1.5 million were eligible.

Funding allocations have been announced under two Calls to date, with a total of €140m 
allocated to 43 projects. Applications received under the third Call, which was launched in Sep-
tember 2020, are currently being evaluated by panels of international expert evaluators, with 
awards expected to be made by the end of March 2021.

04/03/2021WRB00200Warmer Homes Scheme

04/03/2021WRB003008. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions further to Parliamentary Question No. 36 of 13 October 2020, if the issue of repeat up-
grades was included in the scheme; and the amount allocated in budget 2021 for such schemes 
given that a sizable number of persons had minor works done in the past and are being advised 
that they are not entitled to further upgrades. [12276/21]

04/03/2021WRB00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The SEAI Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency mea-
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sures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty.  In 2020, the 
average value of the energy efficiency measures provided to a household under the Better En-
ergy Warmer Homes scheme was over €14,800.   Work in relation to recommendations on the 
implementation of changes to the scheme including the issue of repeat upgrade visits has been 
ongoing in recent months and is nearing completion.  However, a number of other significant 
developments in relation to the scheme have taken place over the last 6 months which will be 
of interest to the Deputy.

Firstly, funding for the SEAI energy poverty retrofit schemes has increased to over €109 
million in 2021. This is an increase of €47 million on the 2020 allocation and means that almost 
half of the total SEAI residential and community retrofit budget will support people vulner-
able to energy poverty. This funding will mean that more households can receive free energy 
efficiency upgrades, making their homes warmer, healthier and cheaper to run, in line with the 
Programme for Government.

In addition to the increased budget, capacity by the industry to deliver more activity has 
also increased due to a new, broader contractor panel to provide works which commenced at 
the end of 2020. I also secured additional resources this year to expand the capacity of the SEAI 
to allow it drive the various grant programmes that it operates, including the Warmer Homes 
Scheme, and to ensure that level of activity envisaged under the Programme for Government 
is delivered. 

04/03/2021WRB00425Greenhouse Gas Emissions

04/03/2021WRB004509. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions if clarification will be provided on the programme for Government commitment to reduce 
polluting emissions by an average of 7% a year and by 51% in total by 2030.  [12330/21]

04/03/2021WRB00475Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government is committed to an average 7% per annum reduction in overall greenhouse gas 
emissions from 2021 to 2030, equivalent to a 51% reduction over the decade, and to achieving 
net zero emissions by 2050.

Further clarity on how this ambition will be spread across the decade will be delivered 
through the provisions of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill, 
once enacted. The Bill will define how five-year carbon budgets and related sectoral targets will 
be set, with every sector contributing, ensuring we continue to work to achieve a broad politi-
cal and societal consensus on the transition to a climate neutral economy and society. Putting 
these requirements in legislation places a clear obligation on this and future Governments for 
sustained climate action. The Programme for Government recognizes that many of the changes 
started in the first carbon-budget period will only lead to reductions in the second carbon-
budget period.

I am currently working with colleagues across Government on a new Climate Action 
Plan which will include additional policies and measures in every sector to bring about the 
significant changes needed to transform our society. Implementation of the Climate Action Plan 
will be monitored closely and the Plan will be updated annually to adjust and refocus existing 
actions and set out new policy actions to ensure we remain on track and within our emission 
limits.

04/03/2021WRB00500Natural Gas Imports
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04/03/2021WRB0060010. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if clarification will be provided on the actions to be taken following a recommendation 
by the Joint Committee on Climate Action to ban the importation of fracked gas and specifically 
to ban LNG terminals to Ireland. [12331/21]

04/03/2021WRB00700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government recognises that as Ireland moves towards carbon neutrality, 
it does not make sense to develop LNG terminals that import fracked gas and commits to de-
veloping a policy statement to establish that approach. My Department is in the process of de-
veloping the policy statement, which includes consideration of any necessary legal and regula-
tory provisions. This includes detailed examination of the European energy and environmental 
frameworks, in which our national laws operate, to ensure the policy statement will be legally 
robust. This is a priority issue in my Department and once finalised, I intend to bring the policy 
statement to Government for approval.

04/03/2021WRB00800Data Centres

04/03/2021WRB0090011. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the risks to the State or to local authorities of data centres being developed by special pur-
pose vehicles; the life expectancy for data centres currently being developed; and the person or 
body with the ultimate responsibility in cases where they are obsolete given the special purpose 
vehicle model of ownership. [12361/21]

04/03/2021WRB01000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I have no function in relation to risk to the state or local authorities in the development of data 
centers through special purpose vehicles or other means. 

04/03/2021WRB01100Post Office Network

04/03/2021WRB0120012. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if post offices will be enabled to provide additional financial services in view of 
the serious reduction that will occur in banking services due to recent announcements by banks 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12367/21]

04/03/2021WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 
(Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The Programme for Government recognises that a mod-
ernised post office network will provide a better range of financial services and e-commerce 
services for citizens and enterprise, as part of our commitment to a sustainable nationwide 
post office network.   An Post is transforming its retail network by delivering new products 
and new formats. This includes, among other things, diversifying and growing the financial 
services products it provides for individuals and SMEs to include loans, credit cards and more 
foreign exchange products, local banking in association with the major banks and a full range 
of State Savings products. Two new dedicated sub-brands, An Post Money and a new business-
to-business brand, An Post Commerce, were launched. Investment by An Post of €50 million 
in the network is designed to encourage communities to use the enhanced services in their local 
post office.

An Post has this week announced a new partnership with Bank of Ireland to offer personal 
and SME withdrawal and lodgement services to Bank of Ireland customers across the An Post 
network of 940 post offices nationwide. This follows the announcement by Bank of Ireland on 
Monday that it is to close over 100 of its offices in Ireland. This builds on the agency banking 
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services An Post already provides for a number of other leading banks including AIB and Ulster 
Bank with more than 4.5 million transactions and a cash value of almost €1.5bn annually.

As with any business the post office needs to develop commercial strategies to enable it to 
grow and maintain its relevance for its users and such strategies are a direct matter for the Board 
and management of the company.

Government believes An Post has untapped potential to do more and make a further sig-
nificant contribution across many areas of public, business and community life in Ireland.  We 
are working with An Post to investigate the scope to channel additional services through the 
network. All options will be considered fully. 

04/03/2021WRB01400National Broadband Plan

04/03/2021WRB0150013. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he will consider the proposal that National Broadband Ireland employ much greater 
numbers of employees to conduct the necessary surveys for the roll-out of fibre broadband in 
rural areas (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12380/21]

04/03/2021WRB01600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broad-
band network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working 
in the over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 
schools.   Surveying is the first step towards delivering the new fibre network and involves 
physically walking the routes and documenting images, notes and measurements of the poles, 
cables and underground ducts in each area. This informs design solutions for provision of the 
fibre network to each and every premises in the surveyed area and leads to detailed designs. The 
detailed designs are then used to initiate the ‘make ready’ project with Open eir for the area, 
where Open eir ensure any poles and ducts being reused are fit for purpose and the make ready 
of other required infrastructure. This step also informs decisions on equipment ordering. Sur-
vey data is also needed to initiate pre-works which pave the way for the deploying of fibre. 
Pre-works involve construction of new duct routes, erection of poles, building chambers, and 
tree trimming. On completion of these pre-works, the main construction works can commence. 
This involves deploying fibre overhead on poles and in underground ducts, splicing of fibre, 
and unblocking of ducts. Once the main construction works are completed and the appropriate 
level of testing has been undertaken, the fibre network can be commissioned and end users can 
order their connection.

The network rollout is divided into 227 Deployment Areas (DAs) across the country. These 
are typically an area of approximately 25km in radius and in total they cover 96% of Ireland’s 
landmass. The architecture of the network design is specifically based on the design of the NBI 
network coming from the eir exchanges or the metropolitan area networks (MANs) managed by 
Enet. It is based on an engineering design that allows NBI to get to every premises as quickly 
as possible working within the confines of how fibre networks are built. The deployment plan 
forecasts construction commenced in all counties within the first 2 years and over 90% of prem-
ises in the State having access to high speed broadband within the next four years.

Since January 2020, NBI has mobilised the staff, subcontractors, infrastructure and material 
providers required to deliver the NBP and is currently providing direct and indirect employment 
to over 900 people. These levels will continue to increase as the roll out ramps up.   
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I am advised by National Broadband Ireland that, as of 24 February 2021, over 181,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed which is well ahead of the target anticipated 
by NBI.  In Tipperary 8,643 premises have been surveyed including in the areas of Tipperary, 
Aherloe, Ballinalard and Bansha. Surveys are progressing in the Roscea area and surround-
ing townlands, Cashel, Townspark, Boherlahan, Goolds Cross, Knockavilla, Garrenroe, Camus 
Bridge, Golden, Shanballa, Dogstown, Racecourse Cross, Rosegreen, Knockbrett, Mayfield, 
Boscobell and Dualla.  Build works have commenced in Tipperary and the surrounding town-
lands of Aherloe, Ballinalard and Bansha and pre-build works have commenced in Clonmel.

Further details are available on specific areas within County Tipperary through the NBI 
website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their 
interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individu-
als who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on deliver-
ing the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am 
advised that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on 
network build plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used 
by Oireachtas members for specific queries.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 24 
February, 275 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will 
be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department 
of Education for schools. BCP sites installed in Tipperary are Drom Community Centre, Killos-
cully Community Centre and Killea GAA Club.  Sites at Moyglass Community Hall, Killurney 
Community Centre and Aglish Community Centre are installed and connected.  Further details 
can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Poulacapple National School and Killeen National School are connected as part of this ini-
tiative for educational access only. My Department continues to work with the Department of 
Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for 
connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the Nation-
al Broadband Plan was announced in December which will see some 679 primary schools con-
nected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe 
of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

04/03/2021WRB01700Mountain Rescue Service

04/03/2021WRB0180014. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if there is funding available 
for a group (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12200/21]

04/03/2021WRB01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Department of Transport provides operational funding to support the search and rescue activi-
ties of Mountain and Cave Rescue Teams by way of an annual grant. However, it does not pro-
vide capital funding for the type of project described.

04/03/2021WRB02000Driver Licences

04/03/2021WRB0210015. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that those looking to renew their driver licence are experiencing difficulties in 
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doing so online; and the options available to those without public services cards to renew their 
licence given that they cannot do so in person (details supplied). [12204/21]

04/03/2021WRB02200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): A 
further extension to the expiry dates of driving licences has been introduced in response to the 
continued disruption caused by Covid-19 to driver licensing services in Ireland and across the 
EU. The extension will apply to different groups of licence holders including those who ben-
efited from extensions in 2020. 

The change will apply as follows-

- Any licence holder, who has not already renewed, and whose licence expired between 1 
March 2020 and 31 May 2020 will have a new expiry date of 1 July 2021.

- Any licence holder, who has not already renewed, and whose licence expired between 1 
June 2020 and 31 August 2020 will have thirteen months (which includes the previous exten-
sion) added to their expiry date. By way of example a licence which expired on 31 August 2020 
will have a new expiry date of 30 September 2021.

- Any licence holder, who has not already renewed and whose licence expiry date is between 
1 September 2020 and 30 June 2021 will have an extra ten months added to their expiry date. 
By way of example a licence which expires on 30 June 2021 will have a new expiry date of 30 
April 2022.

To renew a driving licence, an applicant is required to present photographic ID, evidence of 
PPSN, evidence of address and evidence of residency entitlement. When the applicant applies 
in person at a National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) office, the required documentation can 
be examined and a face to face verification can be made. 

When applying online, the same information is required and  the challenge of verifying a 
person’s identity is more difficult than when someone presents in person at an NDLS office. A 
verified MyGovID account, which requires a Public Service Card (PSC), satisfies this require-
ment.

04/03/2021WRB02300Motor Tax

04/03/2021WRB0240016. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport the appeals mechanism 
available to those who dispute their motor tax liability. [12205/21]

04/03/2021WRB0250017. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport the consideration being 
given to cases such as in the case of a person (details supplied). [12206/21]

04/03/2021WRB02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 16 and 17 together.

Motor tax legislation does not provide for an appeals process. Motor tax is payable on an 
annual, half-yearly or quarterly basis.However, there is a facility in place to declare a vehicle 
off the road where it is not going to be in use in a public place. The Non-Use of Motor Vehicles 
Act came into effect on 1 July 2013. The primary purpose of the Act was to replace a system 
whereby a vehicle was declared off the road retrospectively, which was unverifiable, with a 
system under which a vehicle must be declared off the road in advance.

Under the provisions of the Act, a declaration must be made in the last month of an exist-
ing motor tax disc or renewed in the last month of a previously made declaration of non-use. 
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The declaration can be made for any number of calendar months between 3 and 12 months i.e. 
it cannot be made for a period of 1 or 2 months. If a vehicle is subsequently required to be put 
back on the road, the declaration can be broken at any time simply by taxing the vehicle.

Where a declaration is not made in advance, arrears of motor tax must be paid in full and 
motor tax paid for a minimum of 3 months before a declaration of non-use can then be made in 
the final month of the tax disc.

04/03/2021WRB02800Driver Test

04/03/2021WRB0290018. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Transport when driver tests will restart 
for non-essential workers; and the number currently on the waiting list in the Mullingar area. 
[12211/21]

04/03/2021WRB03000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): De-
tails on the number of persons awaiting a driver test at Mullingar Test Centre are held by the 
Road Safety Authority.  I have therefore referred this part of the question to the Authority for 
direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received 
within ten days.

Under Covid19 Level 5 Government restrictions, candidates can attend their scheduled 
driving test appointment provided they are an essential worker involved in the provision of 
essential services or essential retail outlets. Details on what is included in the list of essential 
workers and retail outlets can be found at www.gov.ie. 

The Road Safety Authority has set up a dedicated webform so that essential workers can 
request a driving test. Anyone looking for an urgent driving test appointment and who falls into 
this category can apply to book a driving test using the online form. 

Driving tests for non-essential workers will resume when Covid restrictions are lifted. 

The Road Safety Authority has plans in place for when the service is allowed to resume for 
all learner permit holders to be tested at the earliest possible date, and a gradual return of driv-
ing test times to their pre-Covid levels.

04/03/2021WRB03100Driver Test

04/03/2021WRB0320019. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons 
waiting to sit their driving test at the end of February 2021, by test centre; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [12255/21]

04/03/2021WRB03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
figures requested are held by the Road Safety Authority.  I have therefore referred this question 
to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has 
not been received within ten days.

04/03/2021WRB03400Driver Test

04/03/2021WRB0350020. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons cur-
rently registered to sit their driver theory test by test centre; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [12256/21]

04/03/2021WRB03600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
figures requested are held by the Road Safety Authority.  I have therefore referred this question 
to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has 
not been received within ten days.

04/03/2021WRB03700Road Safety Authority

04/03/2021WRB0380021. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the number of driver tes-
ters employed by the RSA at the end of February 2021; the number employed by the RSA at the 
end of February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12257/21]

04/03/2021WRB03900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
figures requested are held by the Road Safety Authority.  I have therefore referred this question 
to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has 
not been received within ten days.

04/03/2021WRB04000Road Safety Authority

04/03/2021WRB0410022. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the number of approved 
driving instructors registered at the end of February 2021; the number that were registered at the 
end of February 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12258/21]

04/03/2021WRB04200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
this is a matter for the Road Safety Authority I have forwarded this query to the Authority for 
direct response. I would ask that the Deputy contact my offices if no reply is received within 
ten working days.

04/03/2021WRB04300Driver Test

04/03/2021WRB0440023. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport when driver theory and driver 
tests will take place (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12290/21]

04/03/2021WRB0450025. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Transport the efforts he is making to en-
sure that persons who need driver licences for work, education or caring responsibilities can 
avail of driver tests and driver theory tests in a timely manner. [12319/21]

04/03/2021WRB04600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 23 and 25 together.

My Department is in constant contact with the Road Safety Authority since the start of the 
pandemic regarding all of its services, the impact of Covid-19 on those services, and how they 
can best be maintained in the current circumstances. 

The restrictions have caused backlogs in the areas of driver testing and driver theory testing. 
These services were closed during the first Covid-19 lockdown and were operating with limited 
capacity in the months following re-opening. During the current level 5 period, driving tests are 
available only to those who are involved in essential services, including essential retail work. 
The Driver Theory Test Service has not been deemed to be an essential service under Level 5 
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restrictions, and the service will remain closed for the duration of level 5 restrictions.

The Road Safety Authority has set up a dedicated webform so that essential workers can 
request a driving test. Anyone looking for an urgent driving test appointment and who falls into 
this category can apply to book a driving test using the online form.

While the services are limited at present, the RSA are examining ways of creating additional 
capacity for after level 5. This will include a combination of additional staff and extended open-
ing hours. 

In this regard, the Department approved the rehire during 2020 of 36 temporary driver tes-
ters whose contracts had expired.  Subsequently, the Department has approved the hiring of an 
additional 40 temporary testers for 22 months.  This additional capacity will help the RSA to 
reduce the backlog and return gradually to the normal target of a maximum waiting time of 10 
weeks for a driving test.

The provision of extra testers will not on its own suffice to address the problem.  One of 
the difficulties is with the capacity of test centres themselves, given limits on throughput due to 
Covid restrictions.  It will also take time for the 40 testers to be hired and trained. 

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols. 

The RSA, together with the Driver Theory Test service provider, have also put plans in place 
to significantly increase capacity within the service when it is allowed to re-open. To cope with 
the initial four-month suspension, the service increased capacity from an average pre Covid19 
capacity of 15,000 to over 25,000 monthly. A plan is being progressed to increase this capacity 
up to 50,000 per month when service resumes, to manage the backlog of customers and shorten 
waiting times.

As you can appreciate, the first priority has to be public safety – we want to provide ser-
vices, and we know that people are looking for services, but services can only be provided to 
the limit possible while preserving public health.

My priority as Minister is to see that the RSA is able to deliver its services in the safest way 
possible. We are all in the grip of a pandemic at the moment, and I know people are frustrated, 
but I believe people also understand that there is no easy path through this and that we all have 
to be patient.

04/03/2021WRB04700Córas Iompair Éireann

04/03/2021WRB0480024. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding retired 
wage staff of the CIÉ group with regard to pension increases pro-rata with staff wage increases 
within the group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12317/21]

04/03/2021WRB04900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.

The CIÉ Group has two pension schemes, namely the Regular Wages Scheme (“RWS”) and 
1951 superannuation scheme (“1951 Scheme”). Issues in relation to CIÉ pension schemes are 
primarily a matter for the trustees of the schemes, the CIÉ Group and their employees.

I have therefore referred the Deputy’s question to CIÉ for direct reply. Please advise my 



4 March 2021

15

private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

  Question No. 25 answered with Question No. 23.

04/03/2021WRB05100Aviation Industry

04/03/2021WRB0520026. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport if he plans to prohibit so-called 
ghost flights to avoid the payment of refunds to customers; the amount still owed to Irish cus-
tomers as a result of Covid-19-related flight cancellations; his plans to prohibit exorbitant fees 
being charged to families to change flight dates in line with public health advice (details sup-
plied) and the no flight-change fee advertisements; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [12363/21]

04/03/2021WRB05300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
wish to thank the Deputy for raising this issue with me.  Whatever the strict legal position re-
garding people’s entitlements to refunds and rebookings, clearly the situation you are describ-
ing is not acceptable and is terribly unfair.  I have received a number of other similar complaints 
recently, as people have started to take decisions in relation to the Summer 2021 plans.  I will 
be raising this issue with the airlines directly.

04/03/2021WRB05400Road Projects

04/03/2021WRB0550027. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if further progress has been 
made in respect of the Meath County Council draft appraisal for the proposed Julianstown by-
pass; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12375/21]

04/03/2021WRB05600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of re-
gional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from 
Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants, where applicable. In this context, 
the consideration of transport options is a matter for the relevant local authority.

As previously indicated in relation to the appraisal of possible measures to manage traffic in 
the vicinity of Julianstown, the Department understands that Meath County Council intends to 
carry out an origin and destination information gathering exercise to obtain a clear indication of 
the traffic movements and patterns in and around Julianstown with a view to informing a wider 
transport study for the Drogheda and East Meath area.

I understand from Departmental contact with Meath County Council that the collection of 
origin and destination data has not yet commenced due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

04/03/2021WRB05700Rail Network

04/03/2021WRB0580028. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Transport the current timeline for announc-
ing the preferred bidder for the DART expansion programme. [12376/21]

04/03/2021WRB0590029. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Transport if the business case for the DART 
expansion has been put to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform; and if not, when he 
expects it will be put forward. [12377/21]
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04/03/2021WRB0600030. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Transport the projected cost for the DART 
expansion programme. [12378/21]

04/03/2021WRB0610031. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Transport if the DART expansion project 
been delayed due to Covid-19. [12379/21]

04/03/2021WRB06200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 28 to 
31, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy is likely aware, the Public Spending Code sets out the requirements for the 
evaluation, planning and management of public investment projects in Ireland and the Code 
applies to all public bodies and to all bodies whose projects are supported by Exchequer capital 
funding.

The Code sets out a number of Decision Gates in the development of a project proposal;  
these are points where major decisions need to be made about the progress of a project and, for 
projects expected to cost over €100million, Government approval is required at these stages.  
For a project in this category, “Decision Gate 1: Preliminary Business Case” is the first stage 
where the Public Spending Code   stipulates that formal Government approval is required. 

In the case of the DART+ investment proposal, I understand that the Preliminary Business 
Case is currently at an advanced stage of development and the costs of the DART+ are being 
considered as part of this.  In accordance with the Public Spending Code’s requirements, once 
the Preliminary Business Case has been approved by the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
it will be submitted to my Department for review and will also be subject to a technical review 
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.    Following completion of that work, I 
will then bring the Preliminary Business Case to Government for its decision.

On the question of COVID-19 related delays, while there has obviously been disruption I 
understand that there have not been any particularly significant delays given that, essentially, 
the project is currently at the planning stage.  I am aware that there is a tender evaluation pro-
cess underway, but would note that its ultimate finalisation is linked to the finalisation and ap-
proval of the Preliminary Business Case, as is required under the Public Spending Code.

04/03/2021WRB06600National Transport Authority

04/03/2021WRB0670032. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if he will extend the greater 
Dublin area to include all of Drogheda, County Louth and its environs which are in the county; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12391/21]

04/03/2021WRB06800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware, the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of 
public transport infrastructure and services in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) and the making 
of a transport strategy for the region is a core function of the NTA.

The Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035  , which was adopted in 
2016, sets out a statutory framework for transport investment across the region over a 20-year 
period and provides a clear statement of transport planning policy for the GDA which is com-
prised of the counties of Dublin, Kildare, Meath and Wicklow.

However, it should be noted that the National Planning Framework contains a policy objec-
tive to extend the statutory arrangements between spatial and transport planning in the Greater 
Dublin Area to other cities. Extending these statutory arrangements to all of Ireland’s cities will 
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strengthen the levels of integration between spatial planning and transport planning across the 
country, to the benefit of our economy and society.

It should also be highlighted that the NTA works collaboratively with local authorities out-
side its statutory area and statutory functions on a regular basis. It has worked successfully on 
an administrative, non-statutory basis to assist several local authorities across Ireland in prepar-
ing transport related strategies or implementing transport related projects.

While there are no current plans to extend the current statutorily-defined Greater Dublin 
Area to include County Louth, it is the case that the NTA has supported, and is supporting, the 
enhancement of sustainable mobility options in Drogheda already. These improvements include 
the expansion of town bus services in the town, most recently with last year’s announcement 
which I know the Deputy has previously welcomed. Also the NTA is of course developing 
the DART+ programme with Iarnród Éireann which has the potential to radically improve the 
town’s rail connections. The NTA is also consulting with local authorities across the country 
in relation to a potential enhancement of more rural bus services under the Connecting Ireland   
initiative.

As the Deputy can see from the above, it is the case that County Louth, and Drogheda, has 
access to, and benefits from, the expertise of the NTA and I look forward to continued improve-
ments in its sustainable mobility infrastructure and services in the years ahead. 

04/03/2021WRB06900Tax Code

04/03/2021WRB0700033. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the impact of Covid-19 
on the tax position of frontier workers who have previously been eligible for transborder work-
ers relief (details supplied); the impact on the businesses that employ them; if any tax adjust-
ment has been made due to Covid-19; if any tax adjustment will be made post-pandemic; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [12190/21]

04/03/2021WRB07100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In the case of a person who lives in Ire-
land but who works in another jurisdiction, the general tax position is that, as an Irish resident, 
they would be subject to Irish tax on their worldwide income from any source, including the 
employment exercised outside of the State. At the same time, the employment may also be sub-
ject to tax in the country in which the work is carried out. In accordance with general principles 
of international tax, where instances of double taxation arise on the same income, relief against 
Irish tax may be claimed by way of a credit for any foreign tax already paid, subject to the terms 
of any applicable Double Taxation Agreement (DTA). Unilateral relief may also be available in 
certain circumstances under domestic Irish legislation.

In the case of a person who lives in the State but who works in Northern Ireland, the terms 
of the Ireland/UK DTA provide for relief by allowing the Irish resident to claim a credit for the 
UK tax paid against any Irish tax that may be due on the same income.

The relief referred to by the Deputy is in addition to the above, and may apply, subject to 
certain conditions, where a person lives in Ireland but works wholly outside of the State.

I would advise the Deputy that this relief applies not only to persons with a UK based em-
ployment, but also for employments in the EU and DTA-network regions in compliance with 
Ireland’s treaty obligations. It therefore has broader application beyond the Northern Ireland 
issues raised.

The conditions for this Trans-Border relief are set out in section 825A of the Taxes Consoli-
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dation Act, 1997. In general, in order to qualify for this relief the individual must:

- Be tax resident in Ireland;

- work in a country that Ireland has a Double Taxation Agreement with in an employment 
held for a continuous period of 13 weeks in the year;

-the employment duties must be wholly exercised outside of the State with none performed 
in the State, save for duties considered incidental to the foreign employment;

- have paid tax in the other country and are not due a refund of the tax; and

- be present in Ireland for at least one day for every week they work abroad.

Where the Trans-Border relief applies in the case of an Irish resident who works in the UK, 
it operates in such a way that only UK tax is charged on the employment income and there is 
no charge to Irish tax on the same income. Any additional Irish tax that may be due is foregone 
under the domestic Irish legislation.

This tax relief is not normally available for Irish residents who work from home in Ireland. 
However, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, Revenue have confirmed that if employees are 
required to work from home in the State due to COVID-19, such days spent working at home 
in the State will not preclude an individual from being entitled to claim this relief, provided all 
other conditions of the relief are met.

The flexibility being shown in the context of the pandemic does not impact the general op-
eration of the measure which requires that a person works outside the State and pays tax in the 
other jurisdiction in order to qualify for the relief.

I am aware that this issue has been raised specifically in relation to Irish residents who work 
in Northern Ireland and as I indicated at Report Stage of Finance Act 2020, I have asked my 
officials to look at the operation of the measure through the Tax Strategy Group 2021 process. 

This process will consider matters such as the equity of treatment between Irish residents in 
respect of employments carried out in Ireland, the competitive position of Irish employers, and 
concerns regarding the potential for double non-taxation and established principles of interna-
tional tax.

I would also note that the matter will need to be examined in the overall context of Ireland’s 
EU membership, noting that it would likely not be possible for Ireland to give preferential 
treatment to UK based employments or Northern Ireland based employments only without also 
giving similar treatment to other EU Member States or DTA jurisdictions.

I would also like to assure the Deputy that in circumstances where this relief does not apply, 
relief for foreign tax may be applicable in the normal course set out above.

04/03/2021WRC00200Mortgage Lending

04/03/2021WRC0030034. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if there are regulations prevent-
ing lenders from refusing credit or mortgage applications on the grounds of geography such 
as refusing credit or a mortgage application on the grounds that the applicant was resident in 
County Donegal. [12191/21]

04/03/2021WRC00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): While regulated lenders must comply 
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with the various rules within the consumer protection framework, the extension of credit by 
lenders to potential customers is a commercial decision for the lender themselves and each 
lender will have its own individual credit lending policies and risk appetite. It is therefore a mat-
ter for the lender to determine its own lending policies and the factors it considers appropriate 
in the context of its credit assessment.  There are no geographic restrictions in regulations as set 
out by the Deputy in his question.

With respect to mortgage credit, there are regulatory requirements in place to ensure that 
lenders lend prudently.  Before providing credit or mortgage credit, lenders are required to 
undertake thorough creditworthiness assessments to ensure a borrower will be able to repay. 
This assessment must take into account the individual circumstances of the borrower, including 
personal circumstances and financial situation.

More generally there are certain consumer protection requirements which govern the provi-
sion of mortgage credit to consumers.  For example, the European Union (Consumer Mortgage 
Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016 (CMCAR) provide that, before concluding a mortgage 
credit agreement, a lender must make a thorough assessment of the consumer’s creditworthi-
ness with a view to verifying the prospect of the consumer being able to meet his or her obliga-
tions under the credit agreement.  The CMCAR further provide that a lender should only make 
credit available to a consumer where the result of the creditworthiness assessment indicates 
that the consumer’s obligations resulting from the credit agreement are likely to be met in the 
manner required under that agreement.  The assessment of creditworthiness must be carried 
out on the basis of information on the consumer’s income and expenses and other financial and 
economic circumstances which are necessary, sufficient and proportionate. 

In addition, the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 imposes ‘Knowing the 
Consumer and Suitability’ requirements on lenders.  Under these requirements, lenders are 
required to assess affordability of credit and the suitability of a product or service based on the 
individual circumstances of each borrower. The Code specifies that the affordability assessment 
must include consideration of the information gathered on the borrower’s personal circum-
stances and financial situation.  Furthermore, where a lender refuses a mortgage application, 
the CMCAR requires that the lender must inform the consumer without delay of the refusal. In 
addition, the Code requires that the lender must clearly outline to the consumer the reasons why 
the credit was not approved, and provide these reasons on paper if requested.   

If a mortgage applicant is not satisfied with how a regulated entity is dealing with them, or 
they believe that the regulated entity is not following the requirements of the Central Bank’s 
codes and regulations or other financial services law, they should make a complaint directly to 
the regulated entity. If they are still not satisfied with the response from the regulated entity, 
the response to their complaint from the regulated entity is required to include details for the 
borrower on how to refer their complaint to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman.  

04/03/2021WRC00500Ireland Strategic Investment Fund

04/03/2021WRC0060035. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the investigation or analy-
sis that has been carried out by his Department to ascertain whether any part of the Ireland 
Strategic Investment Fund is being invested in companies linked to grave human rights abuses 
against the Uighur population of Xinjiang, China; his plans to ensure that in future no monies of 
the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund will be invested in these companies; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [12212/21]

04/03/2021WRC00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The NTMA has informed me that, as 
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part of its ongoing monitoring, ISIF uses the services of EOS at Federated Hermes  who are 
a stewardship service provider to engage on its behalf directly with portfolio companies on a 
wide range of Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) matters, including human rights 
issues. ISIF, through EOS, is also connected to the Investor Alliance on Human Rights (IAHR) 
which is a collective action platform for responsible investment. Both directly and through the 
IAHR, EOS is currently engaging with a range of companies which operate in or have commer-
cial links to  the Xingjiang province and requesting that they provide details on due diligence 
carried out by those companies. This will assist in determining whether there is an adverse im-
pact related to forced labour in or from the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in their value 
chains and any related actions. 

ISIF have indicated to me that it will continue to monitor this matter closely.

04/03/2021WRC00800Ireland Strategic Investment Fund

04/03/2021WRC0090036. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the details of the State’s 
investments under the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund in the arms industry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12213/21]

04/03/2021WRC0100037. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the details of the State’s 
investments under the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund in the tobacco industry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12214/21]

04/03/2021WRC0110038. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies 
that are excluded from the NTMA’s list of possible investments; the names of these firms; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [12215/21]

04/03/2021WRC01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 36, 
37 and 38 together.

The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF), which is managed and controlled by the Na-
tional Treasury Management Agency (NTMA), has a statutory mandate to invest on a commer-
cial basis and in a manner designed to support economic activity and employment in Ireland.  
To the extent it is not reasonably practicable to hold or invest assets on this basis, assets are to 
be held or invested on a commercial basis with a view to seeking appropriate rates of return 
having regard to the risk and duration.  

In 2020, ISIF adopted a Sustainability & Responsible Investment Strategy (S&RIS) which 
reflects a commitment to be a responsible investor as steward of public assets by protecting and 
enhancing both the long-term value of the ISIF and the reputation of NTMA in how it delivers 
its mandate, as manager and controller of the ISIF.  In this context ISIF operates an exclusion 
policy which is consistent with its statutory mandate.  Exclusion is used on a limited basis, 
reflecting exclusions mandated by legislation (such as the Fossil Fuel Divestment Act 2018 
or the Cluster Munitions and Anti-Personnel Mines Act 2008) and, inter alia  , on sustainable 
investment grounds. 

The current total number of companies excluded from ISIF’s investment portfolio is 278, 
whose names are listed below. This list includes companies involved with cluster munitions 
and anti-personnel mines, tobacco or fossil fuel exploration, extraction and/or refinement, as 
explained on ISIF’s website. It has recently been decided that the ISIF’s exclusion policy be 
extended to include direct investment in companies that have been verified to be involved in 
the manufacture and testing of nuclear weapons or critical component parts.  This divestment 
process is currently underway.
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ISIF’s fossil fuel exclusion list is detailed below:

No. Fossil Fuel Exclusion List
1 Aboitiz Power Corp
2 Adaro Energy Tbk PT
3 AES Corp/VA
4 AGL Energy Limited
5 Aker BP ASA
6 ALBERTA ENERGY CO LTD
7 Alliant Energy Corp
8 Ameren Corp
9 American Electric Power Co. Inc. 
10 Anadarko Petroleum Corp
11 Andeavor
12 Anglo American PLC
13 Antero Resources Corp
14 Antero Resources Finance Corp.
15 Apache Corp
16 ARC Resources Ltd
17 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
18 Ascent Resources Utica Holdings LLC
19 Banpu PCL
20 Berkshire Hathaway Energy Co.
21 Berry Petroleum Co. LLC
22 BG ENERGY CAPITAL PLC MTN RegS
23 Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd
24 BHP Actiton Ltd
25 BHP Actiton PLC
26 BP Capital Markets America, Inc.
27 BP Capital Markets Plc
28 BP PLC
29 BPRL INTERNATIONAL SINGAPORE PTE L MTN RegS
30 BURLINGTON RESOURCES FINANCE COMPA
31 Cabot Oil & Gas Corp
32 California Resources Corp.
33 Callon Petroleum Company
34 Caltex Australia Ltd
35 Canadian Natural Resources Ltd
36 Capital Power Corp
37 Cenovus Energy Inc
38 Centennial Resource Development, Inc.
39 Chaparral Energy, Inc.
40 CHESAPEAKE ENERGY CORP
41 Chevron Corp
42 China Coal Energy Co Ltd
43 China Petroleum & Chemical Corp
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No. Fossil Fuel Exclusion List
44 China Resources Power Holdings Co Ltd
45 China Shenhua Energy Co Ltd
46 Chugoku Electric Power Co Inc/The
47 Cimarex Energy Co
48 CLP Holdings Ltd
49 CNAC (HK) Finbridge Co. Ltd.
50 CNAC (HK) Synbridge Co., Ltd.
51 CNOOC Ltd
52 CNRC Capital Ltd.
53 CNX RESOURCES CORP
54 Coal India Ltd
55 Concho Resources Inc
56 ConocoPhillips
57 CONSOL ENERGY INC
58 Continental Resources Inc/OK
59 Corral Petroleum Holdings AB
60 Crescent Point Energy Corp
61 CrownRock LP
62 CVR Refining LLc
63 Delek & Avner-Yam Thetis Ltd.
64 Delek US Holdings, Inc.
65 Denbury Resources Inc.
66 Devon Energy Corp
67 Diamondback Energy Inc
68 DMCI Holdings Inc
69 DNO ASA
70 Duke Energy Carolinas LLC 
71 Ecopetrol SA
72 Electric Power Development Co Ltd
73 Electricity Generating PCL
74 Encana Corp
75 Eni SpA
76 EnLink Midstream LLC
77 EnLink Midstream Partners LP
78 Ensign Drilling, Inc.
79 EOG Resources Inc
80 EP Energy Corp.
81 EP Petroecuador 
82 EQT Corp
83 Equinor ASA
84 Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd.
85 Eterna Capital Pte Ltd.
86 Evergy Inc
87 EVN AG
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No. Fossil Fuel Exclusion List
88 EVRAZ Plc
89 Exxaro Resources Ltd
90 Exxon Mobil Corp
91 FirstEnergy Corp. 
92 Formosa Petrochemical Corp
93 Galp Energia SGPS SA
94 Gaz Capital SA
95 Gazprom PJSC
96 GeoPark Ltd.
97 Glow Energy PCL
98 Grupa Lotos SA
99 GS Holdings Corp
100 Gulfport Energy Corporation
101 Hess Corp
102 Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd
103 HKELECTRIC-SS
104 Hokkaido Electric Power Co., Inc.
105 Hokuriku Electric Power Co.
106 HollyFrontier Corp
107 Huaneng Power International Inc
108 Husky Energy Inc
109 Hyundai Heavy Industries Co Ltd
110 Hyundai Heavy Industries Holdings Co Ltd
111 Icahn Enterprises Finance Corp.
112 Icahn Enterprises LP
113 Idemitsu Kosan Co Ltd
114 Imperial Oil Ltd
115 Indian Oil Corp Ltd
116 Inner Mongolia Yitai Coal 
117 Innogy Finance BV
118 Inpex Corp
119 Inter Pipeline Ltd.
120 IRPC PCL
121 Jastrzebska Spolka Weglowa SA
122 JXTG Holdings Inc
123 KazMunayGas NC JSC
124 Koc Holding 
125 Korea Electric Power Corp
126 Kosmos Energy Ltd.
127 Laredo Petroleum, Inc.
128 LUKOIL International Finance BV
129 LUKOIL PJSC
130 Lundin Petroleum AB
131 LyondellBasell Industries NV
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No. Fossil Fuel Exclusion List
132 Marathon Oil Corp
133 Marathon Petroleum Corp
134 Matador Resources Company
135 MEG Energy Corp.
136 MOL Group Finance SA
137 MOL Hungarian Oil & Gas PLC
138 Motor Oil Hellas Corinth Refineries SA
139 MPLX LP
140 Murphy Oil Corp
141 NATIONAL FUEL GAS CO
142 Neste Oyj
143 Newfield Exploration Co
144 Noble Energy Inc
145 Noble Sovereign Funding I Ltd.
146 Novatek PJSC
147 NRG ENERGY INC
148 NTPC Ltd
149 Oasis Petroleum, Inc.
150 Occidental Petroleum Corp
151 OGE Energy Corp
152 Oil & Gas Development Co Ltd
153 Oil & Natural Gas Corp Ltd
154 Oil Refineries Ltd.
155 Oil Search Ltd
156 OMV AG
157 ONEOK, Inc.
158 Origin Energy Finance Ltd.
159 Otter Tail Corp.
160 Ovintiv, Inc.
161 Parsley Energy Inc
162 Parsley Energy LLC
163 PBF Energy, Inc.
164 Petroamazonas EP
165 Petrobras Global Finance BV
166 PETRO-CANADA
167 PetroChina Co Ltd
168 Petroleo Brasileiro SA
169 Petroleos de Venezuela SA
170 PETROLEOS MEXICANOS REGS
171 Petronas Capital Ltd.
172 PGE Polska Grupa Energetyczna SA
173 Phillips 66
174 Pioneer Natural Resources Co
175 Polski Koncern Naftowy ORLEN SA
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No. Fossil Fuel Exclusion List
176 Power Assets Holdings Ltd.
177 PPL Corp.
178 PT Indonesia Asahan Aluminium
179 PT Pertamina (Persero)
180 PTT Exploration & Production PCL
181 PTT Global Chemical PCL
182 PTTEP Treasury Center Co. Ltd.
183 QEP Resources, Inc.
184 RANGE RESOURCES CORP
185 Reliance Industries Ltd
186 Repsol International Finance BV
187 Repsol SA
188 Rosneft Oil Co PJSC
189 Royal Dutch Shell PLC
190 RWE AG
191 Santos Ltd
192 Sasol Financing International Plc
193 Sasol Financing USA LLC
194 Sasol Ltd 
195 Saudi Arabian Oil Co.
196 Seven Generations Energy Ltd
197 Shaanxi Coal Industry Co Ltd 
198 Shanxi Lu’an Environmental Energy Development Co Ltd 
199 Shell International Finance BV
200 Shenergy Co. Ltd. 
201 Shikoku Electric Power Co Inc
202 Showa Shell Sekiyu KK
203 Sinopec Shanghai Petrochemical Co Ltd
204 SK Holdings Co Ltd
205 SK Innovation Co Ltd
206 SM Energy Co.
207 SMC Global Power Holdings Corp.
208 S-Oil Corp
209 South32 Ltd
210 SOUTHWESTERN ENERGY CO
211 State Oil Company of Azerbaijan Republic
212 Suncor Energy Inc
213 Surgutneftegas PJSC
214 Targa Resources Partners LP
215 Tata Power Co Ltd/The
216 Tatneft PJSC
217 TC Energy Corporation
218 Teck Resources Ltd
219 TESORO CORP
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No. Fossil Fuel Exclusion List
220 Thai Oil PCL
221 The Chugoku Electric Power Co., Inc.
222 The New Zealand Refining Co. Ltd.
223 The Okinawa Electric Power Co., Inc.
224 TOSCO CORPORATION
225 Total Capital International SA
226 TOTAL SA
227 Tourmaline Oil Corp
228 TransAlta Corporation
229 Tullow Oil plc
230 Tupras Turkiye Petrol Rafinerileri AS
231 Valero Energy Corp
232 Vermilion Energy Inc
233 Vistra Energy Corp. 
234 Vistra Operations Co. LLC
235 Washington H. Soul Pattinson and Company Limited
236 WESTAR ENERGY INC
237 WESTERN GAS PARTNERS LP
238 Whiting Petroleum Corp.
239 Wintershall Dea GmbH
240 Woodside Petroleum Ltd
241 WPX Energy, Inc.
242 Yanzhou Coal Mining Co Ltd
This list includes companies excluded in line with the Fossil Fuel Divestment Act, 2018 and 

also ISIF’s High Carbon exclusion decision as part of its Sustainability and Responsible Invest-
ment Strategy (Dec 2017).

Below is ISIF’s prohibited security exclusion list:

No. Prohibited Security List
1 Aryt Industries Ltd 
2 Bharat Dynamics Ltd 
3 China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation (CASC) 
4 China North Industries Corporation (Norinco) 
5 Elbit Systems 
6 Hanwha Corporation 
7 IMI Systems Ltd 
8 L3 Harris Technologies (previously L3 Technologies) 
9 LIG Nex1 Co Ltd 
10 Lockheed Martin 
11 Motovilikha Plants JSC 
12 Northrop Grumman 
13 Northrop Grumman Innovation Systems Inc (previously known as Orbital ATK 

Inc) 
14 Poongsan Corporation 
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No. Prohibited Security List
15 Poongsan Holdings Corporation 
16 Raytheon Technologies Corp.
17 S&T Dynamics Co. Ltd 
18 S&T Holdings Co., Ltd. 
19 Textron 
 The following list details ISIF’s exclusion list for tobacco manufacturers:   

No. Tobacco Manufacturers
1 Altria Group Inc
2 British American Tobacco   Malaysia Bhd
3 British American Tobacco   PLC
4 Godfrey Phillips India   Ltd
5 Gudang Garam Tbk PT
6 Hanjaya Mandala Sampoerna   Tbk PT
7 Imperial Brands PLC
8 ITC Ltd
9 Japan Tobacco Inc
10 KT&G Corp
11 Philip Morris CR AS
12 Philip Morris   International Inc
13 Reynolds American Inc
14 Scandinavian Tobacco   Group A/S
15 Swedish Match AB
16 Universal Corp VA
17 Vector Group Ltd

04/03/2021WRC01500EU Issues

04/03/2021WRC0160039. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his views on the introduction 
of a digital euro; the assessment of its likely impact on Ireland that has been carried out; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [12224/21]

04/03/2021WRC0170040. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the representations that have 
been made to him on the issue of a digital euro to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12225/21]

04/03/2021WRC01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 39 
and 40 together.

The European Central Bank published a report in October 2020, which examines the issu-
ance of a central bank digital currency (CBDC) – the digital euro – from the perspective of the 
Eurosystem.

A digital euro would potentially be an electronic form of central bank money accessible to 
all citizens and firms. It would complement cash, not replace it.

The report raised a number of questions concerning how and when a digital euro could be 
introduced. The Eurosystem is conducting further analysis to fully understand the challenges 
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and benefits that could emerge from the introduction of a digital euro. The technical imple-
mentation of a digital euro needs to be thoroughly tested and legal considerations carefully 
examined before any decision on issuance is taken. This item was discussed at Eurogroup in 
November 2020.

Towards mid-2021, having considered the responses received to its public consultation, the 
ECB will decide whether to launch a digital euro project. If a project is launched, policy deci-
sions around the design and technical options will be reached by the Eurosystem, in consulta-
tion with European stakeholders including the European Commission.  The Central Bank of 
Ireland, as a member of the Eurosystem, will fully participate in this important strategic initia-
tive and engage with national stakeholders, including the Department of Finance, at appropriate 
points as this work progresses.

In my role as Minister for Finance I have not received any representations on the issue of a 
digital euro to date. To be of assistance, in my role as President of the Eurogroup I have received 
correspondence which referenced this issue: 

- In October 2020 the ECB wrote in regard to the Digital Euro’s inclusion on the subse-
quently published Eurogroup work programme. 

- In November 2020 an organisation called ‘Blockchain for Europe’ sent me the findings of 
research they had undertaken on digital payments. 

- In January 2021 the ECB wrote noting that their public consultation on a digital euro had 
closed.

I welcome more detailed analysis, more information and more discussion on the potential 
development of a digital euro. My Department supports the examination of this issue and of-
ficials will work with colleagues in EU institutions to ensure that this concept is examined at an 
appropriate pace and all aspects are considered carefully and thoroughly.

04/03/2021WRC02000Fiscal Data

04/03/2021WRC0210041. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the assessment his Department 
has carried out on the possibility of financial instability or reduction in the tax base due to the 
use of cryptocurrencies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12226/21]

04/03/2021WRC02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The assessment of financial stability 
risks are discussed regularly at meetings of the Financial Stability Group (FSG), which com-
prises senior management of the Department of Finance, the Central Bank of Ireland and the 
National Treasury Management Agency. The FSG discussed global stablecoins at its meeting in 
September 2019.  The FSG maintains a watching brief on any potential financial stability issues 
arising from cryptocurrencies. 

The issue of the potential financial stability impact of cryptocurrencies is also under ac-
tive consideration by European supervisory agencies and regulators. The European supervisory 
agencies have carried out much work on this issue over the last few years and on 24 September 
2020 the European Commission released its Digital Finance Package. This contains a proposal 
for a new EU legislative framework for the Markets in Crypto-Assets (MiCA), which aims to 
enable markets in crypto-assets, including asset-referenced tokens (also known as stablecoins) 
and utility tokens as well as the tokenisation of traditional financial assets and wider use of Dis-
tributed Ledger Technology (e.g. blockchain) in financial services.  This harmonised approach 
towards developing an appropriate regulatory framework for the markets in crypto-assets is 
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welcome.

In April 2020 the Central Bank issued its response to the European Commission public 
consultation on the Markets in Crypto-Assets, highlighting the views of the Central Bank on 
crypto-assets. Its analysis highlights that the risks associated with certain cryptocurrencies such 
as so called global stablecoins include risks to financial stability, monetary policy, consumer 
and investor protection, legal certainty and compliance with anti money laundering/countering-
financing terrorism requirements and these are a key concern. Among the key concerns is that 
the issuing of currency should firmly remain under the remit of the relevant public authorities 
(i.e. central bank). Where the reach or other features of cryptocurrencies or so called stablecoin 
risk it being perceived as a currency, or operating as a quasi-currency, then it should be prohib-
ited. 

At an EU level while the development of an appropriate regulatory framework continues, it 
is important to highlight that there is a consensus to adopt a conservative prudential approach 
towards crypto assets which is line with that set out in the European Banking Authority’s Janu-
ary 2019 report.

While the Department of Finance and the Central Bank support innovations that increase the 
efficiency of financial services to consumers, innovations are not supported that fail to reach the 
high standards and controls that protect consumers and underpin the integrity of the financial 
system or those which put financial stability at risk.   

The potential impact of cryptocurrencies also continue to be the subject of analysis by the 
Financial Stability Board, and they have produced high level recommendations on the regula-
tion, supervision and oversight of global stablecoins. The FSB intend to take stock of progress 
in implementing these recommendations later this year and report to the G20. 

In relation the impact of cryptocurrencies on the tax base, I am informed by the Revenue 
Commissioners that it does not differentiate income derived from, or transactions involving, 
cryptocurrencies as separate from other income types or financial transactions when taxpayers 
are making declarations in relation to their income or profits. In this regard, the normal self-
assessment taxation rules applies to taxpayers in relation to income derived from cryptocur-
rencies. The Revenue Commissioner operates a risk-based compliance framework that uses 
advanced analytics in a Risk Evaluation Analysis and Profiling (REAP) system to detect non-
compliant behaviour. Risks in relation to cryptocurrencies are included in the Revenue Com-
missioner’s compliance framework. 

04/03/2021WRC02300Value Added Tax

04/03/2021WRC0240042. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Finance if he will direct the extension of 
VAT rates at 21% beyond 1 March 2021 in view of the exceptional impact of Covid-19 restric-
tions and the continuing lockdown of business activity; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12262/21]

04/03/2021WRC02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I do not plan on extending the tempo-
rary reduction from 23% to 21% in the standard rate of VAT beyond the 28th of February.

04/03/2021WRC02600Tax Code

04/03/2021WRC0270043. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if an exemption can be made in 
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the case of a family (details supplied) being billed for import tax in view of the extenuating 
circumstances. [12265/21]

04/03/2021WRC02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that a person 
transferring their normal place of residence from outside of the EU may import their personal 
property free of import charges subject to the ‘Transfer of Residence’ conditions being met. 
One condition is that the importation of the goods must take place in the period six months 
before or twelve months after the transfer of residence occurs. 

In the case raised by the Deputy, the goods were not imported within twelve months of the 
date of the transfer of residence in September 2019. I am advised, however, that Article 7 of the 
Council Regulation [(EC) No 1186/2009] governing reliefs from customs duty allows for an 
extension to the 12 months’ time limit in special cases. Revenue is satisfied in the case raised 
by the Deputy and  based on the information as outlined, that Covid-19 impacted on ability to 
move the goods in a timely manner and can allow an extension to the time-limit subject to all 
other ‘Transfer of Residence’ conditions being met. 

An application for relief from import duties is made on the form C&E 1076 -  Transfer of 
Residence.   This paper form is the declaration and the application for relief from import duties. 
The form should be submitted to the customs office at the point of importation.

The Transfer of Residence conditions are available on the Revenue website www.revenue.
ie. Contact can be made with Revenue’s Transfer of Residence Unit at customsreliefs@rev-
enue.ie for any additional information.

04/03/2021WRC02900Banking Sector

04/03/2021WRC0300044. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to a number of banks issuing notices to customers regarding the introduction of negative 
interest rates including solicitor client accounts which will have knock-on charges for mortgage 
applicants who will see charges for transferring their deposit through this transactional account; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12302/21]

04/03/2021WRC03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, as Minister for 
Finance I have no role in the day to day operations of any bank operating within the State in-
cluding banks in which the State has a shareholding. I’m precluded from intervening on behalf 
of any individual customer in any particular bank. Decisions in relation to commercial matters 
are the sole responsibility of the board and management of the banks, which must be run on an 
independent and commercial basis. The independence of banks in which the state has a share-
holding is protected by Relationship Frameworks which are legally binding documents that 
cannot be changed unilaterally. These frameworks, which are publicly available, were insisted 
upon by the European Commission to protect competition in the Irish market. 

The application of interest rate charges is solely a commercial matter for the board and 
management of each bank. 

Deposit balances and liquidity in general has risen significantly across the banking system 
in Europe in recent years as the ECB has continued to provide additional funds through their 
asset purchase schemes and long term refinancing operations. This has been further exacerbated 
by the Covid19 pandemic as households continue to stay at home and save and businesses de-
fer investment decisions. This excess liquidity which has grown significantly in the European 
system has to go somewhere and in large part it gets placed back on deposit with the ECB who 
charge the banks -0.50%. The application of negative deposit rates by the ECB has resulted in 
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European banks incurring a consequent cost on deposit accounts. The Irish banks are impacted 
in a similar way to their European counterparts. The banks across Europe have looked to pass 
some of the costs associated with negative rates to deposit holders with larger balances. The 
Irish banks are no different in this regard.

In passing on some of these costs it is important to note that banks cannot differentiate be-
tween customers in different sectors and for that reason the approach taken is to apply charges 
based on the size of the deposit balance.

04/03/2021WRC03200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

04/03/2021WRC0330045. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of appeals made 
to the Revenue Commissioners by businesses and persons against determinations made that 
the businesses and persons in question do not qualify for the for the Covid restrictions support 
schemes since the beginning of the scheme disaggregated by appeals made per week and the 
county of residence of the business or person making the appeal. [12303/21]

04/03/2021WRC0340046. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of successful ap-
peals made to the Revenue Commissioners by businesses and persons against determinations 
made that the businesses and persons in question do not qualify for the Covid restrictions sup-
port schemes since the beginning of the scheme disaggregated by appeals made per week and 
the county of residence of the business or person making the appeal. [12304/21]

04/03/2021WRC03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 45 
and 46 together.

I am advised by Revenue that at end February 2021, 24,174 applications to register for the 
Covid Restriction Support Scheme (CRSS) had been received. Of those, 20,689 (86%) have 
been registered and payments of €333m have issued to those qualifying businesses. Of the 
remainder, 2,925 (12%) were not eligible for the scheme and 560 (2%) are still under consider-
ation with further information requested from the applicants in support of their eligibility. 

Revenue has also confirmed that where applicants do not appear to be eligible for the CRSS 
following the initial application review, notifications issue to the businesses outlining the eligi-
bility concerns and requesting clarification within 10 days. To date, Revenue has received 676 
responses to these letters of which 100 (15%) were found to be eligible and registered for the 
scheme, 531 (79%) were confirmed as ineligible, while 45 (6%) remain under review. 

The legislation underpinning the CRSS provides for an appeal to the independent Tax Ap-
peals Commission (TAC) where a business disagrees with Revenue’s determination that it does 
not qualify for the scheme. The appeal must be lodged with the TAC within 30 days of Rev-
enue’s determination. To date, Revenue has been notified of ten appeals to the TAC. 

The following tables set out this data by county and by month (it is not possible for Revenue 
to provide a breakdown of these figures by week due to taxpayer confidentiality concerns).

Table 1: Total number of initial appeals made to Revenue

Applications registered for the CRSS following initial appeal 100 15%
Applications refused access to the CRSS following initial appeal 531 79%
Applications under review 45 6%
 Total 676

Table 2: Cases Refused CRSS Registration after initial appeal (by county)
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County Refused CRSS   Registration
Dublin 149
Cork 63
Galway 39
Kerry 26
Kildare 27
Wicklow 18
Louth 19
Tipperary 17
Meath 18
Limerick 18
Kilkenny 17
Waterford 14
Donegal 16
Clare 13
Wexford 10
Other* 67
Grand Total 531
* Other includes all counties with less than 10 cases each.

Table 3: Cases Refused CRSS Registration after initial appeal (by month)

Month Ending Appeals Received
30-Nov-2020 60
31-Dec-2020 180
31-Jan-2021 185
28-Feb-2021 106
Grand Total 531
Table 4:  Cases Approved CRSS Registration after initial appeal (by county)

County Approved CRSS Registration
Dublin 35
Cork 14
Other* 51
Grand Total 100
* Other includes all counties with less than 10 cases each.

Table 5:  Cases Approved CRSS Registration after initial appeal (by month)

Month Ending Appeals Received
31-Dec-2021 34
31-Jan-2021 31
28-Feb-2021 35
Grand Total 100

04/03/2021WRC03700Banking Sector
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04/03/2021WRC0380047. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if he had discussions with a 
bank (details supplied) in view of its recent announcement in relation to branch closures; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [12374/21]

04/03/2021WRC03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware, as Minis-
ter for Finance, I have no role in the commercial decisions made by any bank in the State. This 
includes banks in which the State has a shareholding. 

Decisions in this regard, including the management of branch networks, are the sole respon-
sibility of the board and management of the banks, which must be run on an independent and 
commercial basis. The independence of banks in which the State has a shareholding is protected 
by Relationship Frameworks which are legally binding documents that cannot be changed uni-
laterally. These frameworks, which are publicly available, were insisted upon by the Euro-
pean Commission to protect competition in the Irish market. The Bank of Ireland Relationship 
Framework can be found at the following link: 

BOI:   https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fc36e6-bank-of-ireland-relationship-framework-
march-2012/

Notwithstanding this, Bank of Ireland provided me with a briefing in advance which was 
consistent with its announcement on the matter on 1st   March. 

Some of the key points contained in the announcement are: 

The decision to close these branches is in response to changing customer behaviour with a 
significant acceleration in digital banking.

- The branches closing are predominately self-service locations which do not offer a counter 
service.

- To preserve local access to physical banking for those who want it, the bank has agreed a 
new partnership with An Post which will allow personal and business customers use their lo-
cal post office for a range of banking services – including to withdraw cash and make cash and 
cheque lodgements – at no additional cost.  The closing Bank of Ireland branches all have a post 
office within, on average, less than 500 meters.

- The bank confirmed that the new partnership with An Post will be available to all Bank of 
Ireland customers before any branch closes. 

- Furthermore, the bank stated that there will be no closures for six months.

On staff, the bank commented that it will be working closely with all colleagues at these 
branches and will be setting out a range of options which include relocating to a different 
branch, moving to a new role in the bank, or voluntary redundancy for those who choose it.

The full Bank of Ireland announcement on the matter can be found at the following link:

https://www.bankofireland.com/about-bank-of-ireland/press-releases/2021/bank-of-ire-
land-announces-significant-changes-to-branch-network-and-local-banking-services/

04/03/2021WRC04000Help-To-Buy Scheme

04/03/2021WRC0410048. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if a help-to-buy scheme 
application will be concluded in the case of a person (details supplied); if all outstanding mat-



Questions - Written Answers

34

ters will be brought to a successful conclusion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12470/21]

04/03/2021WRC04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the per-
sons in question made an application for the Help to Buy (HTB) scheme on 29 October 2020.  
This application was approved by Revenue at that time but as no formal HTB claim was made 
by the persons, the application expired on 31 December 2020.

The persons subsequently made a new application, which has been approved by Revenue. 
Revenue has also contacted the persons to confirm the approval and to advise them as necessary 
on how to proceed to the Claim Stage of the process.

04/03/2021WRC04300Freedom of Information

04/03/2021WRC0440049. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the review of the freedom of information dispute resolution process; and the status of cases 
(details supplied) currently in the dispute resolution process. [12210/21]

04/03/2021WRC04500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The 2014 
Freedom Of Information Act made significant changes to the process by which it is determined 
whether FOI applies to an entity.  Rather than setting out a definitive list of the bodies to which 
the legislation applies, the Act instead listed the criteria by which it may be determined which 
bodies are subject to the Act.  

In instances where a body has formed the view that FOI does not apply to it, but the Office 
of the Information Commissioner disagrees, then the matter may be referred to my Department 
in order to resolve the dispute.

A policy was subsequently put in place in order to give effect to this dispute resolution role 
but has proven challenging to implement.

My officials have now begun reviewing the Dispute Resolution Policy in order to ensure 
more timely and effective handling of dispute resolution processes in a manner that enables my 
Department undertake a thorough examination of all of the relevant issues before arriving at 
a decision.  It is my intention that this review should be concluded in the coming weeks and a 
revised policy will be prepared as appropriate.  The cases referenced will be addressed when a 
revised policy is put in place.

04/03/2021WRC04600Office of Public Works

04/03/2021WRC0470050. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if child-
care allowances are made for OPW employees who cannot avail of external childcare facilities 
at present; and if OPW employees who have to care for their children on a number of days 
per week due to the pandemic have been instructed that they must use holidays for such days. 
[12321/21]

04/03/2021WRC04800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Allowances are made for OPW employees who cannot avail of external 
childcare facilities at present. OPW employees who have to care for their children on a number 
of days per week due to the pandemic have not been instructed that they must use their holidays 
for such days. Flexible working hours have been made available to staff who have childcare 
responsibilities during the pandemic.
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04/03/2021WRC04900Information and Communications Technology

04/03/2021WRC0500051. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if State 
bodies can now make greater use of commercial cloud computing in delivering public services 
including in cases involving the processing, hosting or storing of personal information in view 
of his comments welcoming the publication of the Office of Government Procurement guidance 
note on cloud services and in order to support the public sector being at the forefront of digital 
transformation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12339/21]

04/03/2021WRC05100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the depu-
ty is probably aware, in October 2019 the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform issued 
a Cloud Computing advice note. The aim of this note is to provide high-level guidance to assist 
organisations in making decisions in relation to the adoption of cloud services. Organisations 
should no longer decide whether to move to cloud for new or existing systems. The decision to 
be made now is what, how and when to move to cloud, which can offer a step change in carbon 
efficiency, security and value for money. 

The document does not go into the technical and functional features of the infrastructure 
to supply a cloud computing environment and it does not recommend particular providers, 
products or solutions, either public or private. The advice is clear that while organisations may 
outsource their responsibility for the delivery of a service to a cloud service provider, they can-
not outsource their accountability for that service.

It is the Government’s belief that that now is an opportune time for a more proactive and 
progressive approach  to embracing cloud computing and that all new government systems 
should be developed to exploit the opportunities presented by cloud deployment, where pos-
sible, and all existing systems will be reviewed for cloud capability for any category of public 
service information or system, except where such data would be classified as ‘top secret’ as per 
Circular 39/07.

The Office of Government Procurement guidance note on cloud services provides comple-
mentary help in the form of guidance on the mechanisms for procuring cloud solutions. 

More information on the Departments Cloud Computing Advice Note can be found on 
www.gov.ie.

04/03/2021WRC05200Defence Forces Representative Organisations

04/03/2021WRC0530052. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if correspon-
dence has taken place between his Department and the Chief of Staff of the Defence Forces 
regarding the desire of an organisation (details supplied) for trade union status; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12345/21]

04/03/2021WRC05400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): In accor-
dance with the provisions of the Defence Act 1954 as amended, the Defence Forces Representa-
tive Associations are currently prohibited from being associated with or affiliated with any trade 
unions or any other body without the consent of the Minister for Defence.  

I am also aware that legal proceedings were initiated last year in relation to this issue.  Ac-
cordingly, as this is a matter for the Minister of Defence in the first instance and it is now subject 
to litigation, it would not be appropriate for me to comment further.
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04/03/2021WRC05500Defence Forces Representative Organisations

04/03/2021WRC0560053. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views on 
the European Committee on Social Rights report 2018 regarding the European Organisation of 
Military Associations v. Ireland Complaint No. 112/2014 (details supplied) that found Ireland 
had violated various articles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12347/21]

04/03/2021WRC05700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): In accor-
dance with the provisions of the Defence Act 1954 as amended, the Defence Forces Representa-
tive Associations are currently prohibited from being associated with or affiliated with any trade 
unions or any other body without the consent of the Minister for Defence.  Accordingly, this is 
a matter for the Minister of Defence.

04/03/2021WRC05800Defence Forces Representative Organisations

04/03/2021WRC0590054. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his views on 
whether organisations (details supplied) were meaningfully consulted by his Departmental of-
ficials during the recent national pay negotiation talks; if the current structure for engagement 
with these organisations is necessary and sufficient for future national pay talks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12350/21]

04/03/2021WRC06000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): My Depart-
ment is committed to ensuring that the process of engagement between the parties to pay ne-
gotiations including the recent negotiations which were facilitated by the Workplace Relations 
Commission is based on fairness in the treatment of all concerned.  

While the LEVEL 5 restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic presented very real 
challenges to the conduct of negotiations on a new public service agreement all parties were 
facilitated to the greatest extent possible.  This included comprehensive engagement with all 
parties. 

All organisations were involved in those discussions and were provided with drafts of key 
documents which formed elements of the eventual agreement reached.

A process of engagement with the parties began in 2019 and continued into 2020. In that 
regard all organisations attended multiple briefings prior to negotiations in November and De-
cember 2020.

The process of engagement continues and officials from my Department have met with 
all organisations in recent weeks to address queries on aspects of Building Momentum.  The 
Government remains committed to according equitable treatment to all those in negotiations on 
public service collective agreements.

Unions / representative associations who decide to accept the agreement must notify the 
Workplace Relations Commission of their acceptance in order to be encompassed by the ben-
efits of the agreement including Sectoral Bargaining the timelines for which are set out in the 
Agreement.

04/03/2021WRC06100EU Directives

04/03/2021WRC0620055. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if all bodies 
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under his aegis are in compliance with the Web Accessibility Directive EU 2016/2102 with 
regard to websites from 23 September 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12351/21]

04/03/2021WRC06300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that the websites of the National Shared Services Office and the Office of 
the Ombudsman are fully compliant with the Web Accessibility Directive EU 2016/2102.  The 
table below lists the bodies under the aegis of my Department that are currently not yet fully 
compliant in this regard and the plans for full compliance during 2021.

Body / Agency Current Position 

Office of Public 
Works

The OPW operates in the region of 50 websites. Many relate to its heritage properties, flood relief schemes and 
information on flood plans. Compliance with current WCAG standards has been a standard contractual requirement 
for OPW websites for several years and tender documentation for all new websites requires conformance with EU 
Directive 2016/2102. An internal review to include an accessibility audit of all OPW websites is underway for the 
purpose of establishing compliance with current regulations and directives.

Public Appoint-
ments Service

The Public Appointment Service undertook a web accessibility audit in 2020, working with an expert in this field to 
identify areas for potential improvement in accessibility across its website platforms. The remediation of all identified 
issues began immediately, with a significant improvements in terms of compliance with the web accessibility direc-
tive implemented throughout the year. Some issues are still in the process of being addressed, namely branding and 
legacy systems. These are scheduled to be addressed in 2021, through the wider organisational digital transformation 
goals.

Regulator of 
the National 
Lottery

The website of the Office of the Regulator of the National Lottery is partially compliant in that it allows for increas-
ing text for persons with visual impairment. The website was created in 2016 in a basic format. The upgrade of the 
website is planned for 2021, including bringing it up to the standard of the Directive.

State Labora-
tory

Work is underway to review website accessibility and address any non-compliance.

04/03/2021WRC06400Public Procurement Contracts

04/03/2021WRC0650056. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the bodies 
under his aegis which procure their legal services through the Office of Government Procure-
ment framework; the bodies which do not procure their legal services through the framework; 
the last time agencies that were not part of the framework tendered for legal services; if such 
procurement was carried out in accordance with circular 05/13; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [12352/21]

04/03/2021WRC06600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The infor-
mation requested by the Deputy regarding the procurement of legal services by the bodies under 
the aegis of my Department is set out in the table below.

Body Legal Services procured 
through OGP Framework?

Rationale

Office of the Ombudsman Yes  N/A

Office of Regulator of the National Lottery Yes  N/A

Office of Public Works (OPW) No The Chief State Solicitors Office and the Attorney 
General’s Office are used by the OPW for legal services. 
Where these offices cannot provide the relevant services, 
the OPW manage their procurement in accordance with 
circular 05/13.

Public Appointment Service (PAS) No PAS does not procure legal services. In the vast majority 
of cases, PAS uses the services of the Office of the Chief 
State Solicitor for legal services. On a small number of 
occasions, PAS has availed of the contract that the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform have in place 
for specific legal advice on employment law matters.

National Shared Services Office (NSSO) No The NSSO last procured legal services in 2019. The OGP 
Framework was not utilised as the cost did not exceed 
the €25,000 threshold. In this case, an RFQ process was 
carried out, which is in line with Circular 05/13.

State Laboratory No Last tendered prior to Circular 05/13.
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04/03/2021WRC06700Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRC0680057. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she met with representatives of the wedding industry to discuss the impact 
of Covid-19 restrictions on weddings and to ensure that these needs of businesses involved are 
taken into account by Fáilte Ireland when developing guidance on weddings; and if not, when 
she plans to do so. [12251/21]

04/03/2021WRC06900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Weddings are an important source of income for some businesses in the tourism sec-
tor such as hotels, and I meet with them on a regular basis, but many enterprises involved in 
weddings such as florists, bakers, hairdressers etc.  would not fall under my remit. 

In this regard to supports, hotels are eligible for a range of supports most particularly the 
Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme and the Covid Restrictions Support Schemes.  In regard 
to other businesses, the Tánaiste recently announced that the COVID-19 Business Aid Scheme 
(CBAS) is being developed to provide grants to businesses ineligible for the Government’s 
other existing schemes designed to help with fixed costs.  As part of this scheme, businesses 
such as wholesalers, suppliers, caterers and events companies among others down 75% or more 
in turnover will benefit from the scheme.  

Officials in my Department have recently met with the Wedding Bands Association, as part 
of the ongoing engagement with the live performance sector. It is hoped that further details and 
decisions in relation to supports for the live performance sector will be announced shortly. 

I understand the difficulties that restrictions pose for couples on their special day and the 
impact on businesses in the weddings sector.  In regard to future restrictions, the Government 
has this week published the COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery Plan 2021 – The Path Ahead   
and agreed that the public health restrictions will be subject to ongoing review taking account 
of the evolving epidemiological situation and available evidence in relation to vaccine deploy-
ment, uptake and effectiveness. The focus of the assessment, based on the public health advice, 
will be on achieving the following before any significant easing of measures is contemplated:

1. Disease prevalence (case numbers/incidence) is brought to much lower levels that can 
be managed and controlled by public health and that the reproduction number (“R” number) is 
such that we can be confident that we can continue to suppress the disease e.g. at or below 1.

2. Hospital and critical care occupancy are reduced to low levels to protect the health service 
and allow for the safe resumption of non-COVID-19 care.

3. Ongoing and steady progress on the vaccination programme such that the most vulner-
able are protected through vaccination.

4. Emerging information on variants of concern.

Any easing of measures should be slow and gradual with sufficient time between phases to 
assess impact and to respond if the epidemiological situation was to deteriorate. It will take ac-
count of emerging international and national evidence and experience and with a specific focus 
on supporting mental health and wellbeing. 

04/03/2021WRC07000Tourism Industry

04/03/2021WRC0710058. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
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Sport and Media if her attention has been drawn to the importance of weddings to the domestic 
tourism industry; and the role of Fáilte Ireland in outlining guidelines for weddings. [12252/21]

04/03/2021WRC07200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I am aware that weddings are an important source of income for some businesses in 
the tourism sector, such as hotels.   In that regard, Fáilte Ireland assists with the communication 
of the Government’s requirements and restrictions by including related guidance in the relevant 
tourism sectoral guidelines.  With specific regard to weddings, relevant guidance is set out in 
particular in the guidelines for hotels and guesthouses.  However many businesses involved in 
weddings, such as florists, bakers, hairdressers, etc., do not fall under my remit.

Last week, the Government published the COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery Plan 2021 – 
The Path Ahead and agreed that the public health restrictions will be subject to ongoing review 
taking account of the evolving epidemiological situation and available evidence in relation to 
vaccine deployment, uptake and effectiveness. The public health advice is that it is too early to 
say how and when restrictions should be eased given current uncertainties. Government will 
meet in advance of the 5th of April to review the level of restrictions. The focus of the assess-
ment, based on the public health advice, will be on achieving the following before any signifi-
cant easing of measures is contemplated:

1. Disease prevalence (case numbers/incidence) is brought to much lower levels that can 
be managed and controlled by public health and that the reproduction number (“R” number) is 
such that we can be confident that we can continue to suppress the disease e.g. at or below 1.

2. Hospital and critical care occupancy are reduced to low levels to protect the health service 
and allow for the safe resumption of non-COVID-19 care.

3. Ongoing and steady progress on the vaccination programme such that the most vulner-
able are protected through vaccination.

4. Emerging information on variants of concern.

Any easing of measures should be slow and gradual with sufficient time between phases to 
assess impact and to respond if the epidemiological situation was to deteriorate. It will take ac-
count of emerging international and national evidence and experience and with a specific focus 
on supporting mental health and wellbeing.  Public Health advice is that the Framework for 
Restrictive Measures continues to provide an appropriate mechanism to guide decision-making.  
As set out in The Path Ahead, this will continue to be applied in a flexible manner, adapting 
measures to address the public health risk at a given time in addition to any specific contextual 
considerations.

04/03/2021WRD00200Fáilte Ireland

04/03/2021WRD0030059. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the qualification criteria for the outdoor dining grant announced by Fáilte 
Ireland; if this grant will allow restaurants to carry out capital works to provide outdoor dining 
facilities; if it will apply in every area of the country; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [12259/21]

04/03/2021WRD0040065. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if the outdoor dining grant will be inclusive of all businesses impacted by Covid-19. 
[12370/21]
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04/03/2021WRD00500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 59 and 65 together.

I am advised by Fáilte Ireland, that contrary to some reports, the proposed Outdoor Dining 
Scheme is still in development and has not been finalised.  As the development of the scheme 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland, I have referred the Deputies’ questions to them for 
further information.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

04/03/2021WRD00600Foras na Gaeilge

04/03/2021WRD0070060. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 51 of 1 October 2020, if the revised scéim 
pobal Gaeilge has been launched (details supplied). [12281/21]

04/03/2021WRD00800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I understand that Foras na Gaeilge has issued correspon-
dence to all recipients of SPG in November 2020 and again in February 2021, to apprise them 
of ongoing developments relating to the scheme. 

In that correspondence Foras na Gaeilge confirmed that the funding under the current 
scheme would be extended to 31 December 2021. Current grant recipients were also informed 
that decisions regarding the next iteration of the scheme would be taken in April 2021, pending 
a decision by the North South Ministerial Council on the body’s baseline budget.  

Foras na Gaeilge has also met with Glór na nGael, their lead organisation responsible for the 
development of Irish at community level to apprise them of ongoing developments.

 Once finalised, the Scheme will be advertised publicly.

04/03/2021WRD00900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

04/03/2021WRD0100061. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if funding or grants are available in circumstances (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [12288/21]

04/03/2021WRD01100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The July Stimulus and Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and fiscal 
measures to build the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses 
across all sectors. In regard to tourism, these measures include:

- The first phase of  the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme was launched on 11th  Febru-
ary by Fáilte Ireland to help strategic tourism business survive the pandemic and drive recov-
ery. The Scheme will contribute to the fixed costs of identified tourism businesses that are not 
eligible for CRSS to support their survival.  It will provide an equitable level of payment to the 
CRSS for qualifying businesses and the first phase will cover businesses such as tourism attrac-
tions, activity providers, and caravan and camping sites.

- A €26m adaptation fund for the tourism sector to adapt their premises to meet COVID-19 
safety requirements. 

- In addition, the Government has introduced a number of horizontal measures that have 
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been of assistance to the tourism sector including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, the 
Employee Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), 
tax warehousing, and the Commercial Rates waiver.  In regard to the CRSS, as at 25 February 
2021, Revenue Commissioners’ data shows that €329m was paid out under CRSS, of which 
approximately 63% (€206m) was in respect of the tourism and hospitality sector.

The measures introduced have been critical in assisting tourism businesses to survive the 
hugely challenging situation brought about by the pandemic. Unfortunately, the evolution of the 
pandemic in Ireland and elsewhere has meant that our tourism sector has remained in survival 
mode.  

On 23 February the Government published COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 The 
Path Ahead  .  The Government also decided to support businesses, including tourism busi-
nesses, by extending the COVID Restrictions Support Scheme, the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme, and the current commercial rates waiver for a further three months.  The Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment was also extended until end-June.

The Government has also committed to publishing a National Economic Recovery Plan.  
As part of the Plan the Government will consider more targeted measures to help re-boot those 
sectors, such as tourism, who will face particular challenges during the recovery phase when 
the economy reopens.

In regard to further information on supports for the sector in question, I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within ten working days.

04/03/2021WRD01200Arts Council

04/03/2021WRD0130062. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if her Department has strategies in relation to areas (details supplied). 
[12314/21]

04/03/2021WRD0140063. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the responsibility the Arts Council has in relation to dance; and the propor-
tion of Arts Council funding that has been given to dance each year over the past ten years. 
[12315/21]

04/03/2021WRD0150064. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the responsibility the Arts Council has in relation to Irish dancing; and the 
proportion of Arts Council funding that has been given to Irish dancing each year over the past 
ten years. [12316/21]

04/03/2021WRD01600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 62, 63 and 64 together.

My Department published Ireland’s first ever national cultural policy framework, Culture 
2025 – A National Cultural Policy Framework to 2025 in January of last year. A key objective 
of this policy is to increase access to and participation in the arts.  Primary responsibility for 
promoting practice of the arts, including dance, rests with the Arts Council under the Arts Act 
2003. 

The strategic context for the Arts Council’s support of dance and all other artforms and areas 
of arts practice is set out in Making Great Art Work: Arts Council Strategy (2016 –2025). It de-
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scribes how the Arts Council will lead the development of the arts in Ireland. The strategy has 
five priority areas: the artist; public engagement; investment strategy; spatial and demographic 
planning; and developing capacity. The Arts Council’s current dance policy, Dance Policy and 
Strategy 2018,  is aligned to the key objectives and desired outcomes of Making Great Art Work  
.

Dance is a widely practised artform in Ireland and covers activities which range from highly 
trained professional dancers who earn their income from their art to people of all ages engaging 
in various forms of dance as a hobby. 

The Arts Council supports dance across a number of genres through grant programmes and 
awards, and invests in future developments through special initiatives devised in partnership 
with others. The Arts Council have in place a number of schemes and initiatives for the particu-
lar support of dance and a list of dance organisations funded by the Arts Council can be viewed 
on the website at the following links  http://www.artscouncil.ie/Arts-in-Ireland/Dance/Links/ 
. The Arts Council’s current dance policy is published on its website at this link http://www.
artscouncil.ie/uploadedFiles/Dance_Policy_2018(1).pdf

My Department, in the context of its overall mission to promote, nurture and develop Ire-
land’s culture and arts, delivers further supports for dance including through Creative Ireland 
initiatives.  While the focus of the Programme is on creativity as a strategy, dance has featured 
in that regard.  Under Pillar II Enabling Creativity in Every Community (or Creative Communi-
ties), the Creative Ireland Programme partnered with each of the 31 local authorities to deploy 
creativity as a strategy for wellbeing, social cohesion and economic development.  In doing so, 
Creative Communities has enabled local authorities to support a significant number of dance-
related projects across a wide range of dance forms. 

In addition, my Department provides funding to Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (CCÉ), which 
is the largest organisation involved in the preservation and promotion of Irish traditional music 
and dance.  CCÉ has hundreds of branches in every Irish county including in small towns and 
villages.  My Department provides annual funding to CCÉ for its work in the protection and 
promotion of Irish dance, Irish traditional music and culture.

Culture Ireland creates and supports opportunities for Irish artists and companies to present 
and promote their work, including dance, at strategic international festivals and venues, and 
develops platforms to present outstanding Irish work to international audiences, through show-
cases at key global arts events, including the Edinburgh Festivals. 

My Department does not have responsibility for oversight of the commercial provision of 
dancing in the State. 

  Question No. 65 answered with Question No. 59.

04/03/2021WRD02000Arts Funding

04/03/2021WRD0210066. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the date on which the live performance support scheme will open for 2021; 
the amount available under the fund for 2021; and her plans to increase the amount that was 
available in 2020. [12389/21]

04/03/2021WRD02200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): An allocation of €50 million was made in Budget 2021 for the live performance 
sector.  It is envisaged that the rollout of this funding would include measures such as a grant 
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scheme along the lines of the pilot Live Performance Support Scheme.

Officials in my Department have gained valuable insights from this scheme and will apply 
these learnings when allocating funding this year. Other measures are also under consideration 
including those which have emerged from engagement with the sector and with stakeholders.  
This engagement is ongoing and further details and decisions will be announced shortly.

04/03/2021WRD02300Sports Capital Programme

04/03/2021WRD0240067. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of funding for a walkway (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [12402/21]

04/03/2021WRD02500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme is the pri-
mary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation 
facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.

The 2020 round of the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme closed for applications 
on Monday 1st   March. By the closing date, 3,106 applications were submitted seeking over 
€200m in funding. This is the highest number of applications ever received. 

The scoring system and assessment procedures are currently being finalised and all applica-
tions, including the application referred to by the Deputy, will be assessed in accordance with 
these.  Given the large number of applications received this assessment process is likely to take 
several months.  As soon as this process is complete all applicants will be informed of the out-
come of the assessment of their application.  

04/03/2021WRD02600Turf Cutting

04/03/2021WRD0270068. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will address a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12287/21]

04/03/2021WRD02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I am advised that my Department is liaising with the Department 
of the Taoiseach in relation to the activity referred to in the Deputy’s Question.

Any undertaking of the activity would be subject to public health COVID-19 pandemic 
guidelines and any health and safety protocols issued by the relevant associations, as well as the 
Birds and Habitats Directives.

04/03/2021WRD02900Hedge Cutting

04/03/2021WRD0300069. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if 
he will extend the hedge cutting season in recognition of the recent level of rainfall. [12305/21]

04/03/2021WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The dates for the cutting of hedges are set down in primary legis-
lation.  Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts Act prohibits the cutting of vegetation, with certain strict 
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exemptions, from 1 March to 31 August.  I do not have the discretion to extend this period into 
March.  

There is provision in the legislation for certain exemptions in respect of cutting vegetation 
in the ordinary course of agriculture or forestry, for health and safety reasons, the destruction of 
noxious weeds and for cutting roadside hedges for road safety reasons. 

As the dates are set out in primary legislation, I have no power or discretion to vary these 
dates.  The season may only be extended by primary legislation enacted by the Oireachtas.

04/03/2021WRD03200Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRD0330070. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he has received and or requested a risk assessment report in relation to the closure 
of the construction sector as a result of public health advice. [12201/21]

04/03/2021WRD0340071. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of constructions sites and projects that remained open and or operational 
for January, February and March 2021, by county. [12202/21]

04/03/2021WRD03500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 70 and 71 together.

The Government announced that additional public health restrictions would apply under 
Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19 on 6 January 2021.  The additional restrictions 
required all construction activity to cease from 6pm on Friday 8 January, with a number of 
exceptions, whcih are set out in The Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) 
(Covid-19) (No. 10) Regulations 2020 (as amended).  

The decisions in relation to the enhanced restrictions followed advice from NPHET that the 
situation with the virus had deteriorated to the point where there was an absolute need to reduce 
the level of mobility and congregation in order to reduce all opportunities for transmission. The 
construction sector had responded well to the challenges presented by COVID-19 during 2020 
with effective protocols put in place. However, the trajectory of the disease was such that the 
Government took the decision that most construction should cease with effect from 8 January 
2021.  The Regulations in place provide for certain exemptions to allow the continuation of 
certain essential construction activity.  The exemptions were based on decisions taken by the 
Government and extend beyond the remit of my own Department.

On 23 February, the Government announced that the current level 5 restrictions will remain 
in place until 5 April 2021, when the easing of restrictions relating to construction will be con-
sidered. 

The Housing Agency is mantaining a register of projects, which have been designated as 
essential social housing projects under the Regulations.  The table below sets out the number of 
projects designated in each local authority. 

Local Authority No. of Projects Designated
Carlow County Council 10
Cavan County Council 4
Clare County Council 5
Cork City Council 19
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Local Authority No. of Projects Designated
Cork County Council 29
Donegal County Council 7
Dublin City Council 23
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 12
Fingal County Council 14
Galway City Council 6
Galway County Council 10
Kerry County Council 12
Kildare County Council 31
Kilkenny County Council 7
Laois County Council 13
Leitrim County Council 6
Limerick City and County Council 15
Longford County Council 4
Louth County Council 18
Mayo County Council 5
Meath County Council 10
Monaghan County Council 11
Offaly County Council 2
Roscommon County Council 5
Sligo County Council 3
South Dublin County Council 13
Tipperary County Council 3
Waterford City and County Council 12
Westmeath County Council 12
Wexford County Council 16
Wicklow County Council 20
Total 357

04/03/2021WRD03700Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRD0380072. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if persons (details supplied) who have outstanding renovation works on their home from before 
31 January 2021 are exempt from Covid-19 restrictions. [12242/21]

04/03/2021WRD03900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Government announced that additional public health restrictions would apply under Level 
5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19 on 6 January 2021.  The additional restrictions required 
all construction activity to cease from 6pm on Friday 8 January, with a number of exceptions. 
These measures are set out in The Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) 
(Covid-19) (No. 10) Regulations 2020 (as amended). 

With regard to private housing development, the Regulations provide that housing and con-
struction works ongoing on 8 January could continue where the works required to render the 
property capable of occupation were scheduled for completion by 31 January 2021. The Regu-
lations also provide for the supply and delivery of essential or emergency maintenance and 
repair services to businesses and homes (including electrical, gas, oil, plumbing, glazing and 



Questions - Written Answers

46

roofing services) on an emergency call-out basis.  

On 23 February, the Government announced that the current level 5 restrictions will remain 
in place until 5 April 2021, when the easing of restrictions relating to construction will be con-
sidered.

04/03/2021WRD04000Social and Affordable Housing

04/03/2021WRD0410073. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the types of heating systems installed in new public and social housing in the past 
three years for which figures are available; and the breakdown by percentage of heating type in 
these new dwellings including air source, electrically powered heat pumps and other types of 
heating such as gas and oil. [12298/21]

04/03/2021WRD04200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Central Statistics Office publish the statistics for dwellings based on Building Energy Rat-
ing data on a quarterly basis. This data includes the main space heating fuel for dwellings by 
construction period. The Q4 2020 report is available at the following link on the CSO Website:

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/dber/domesticbuildingenergyratings-
quarter42020/  

There is no specific data available on space heating fuel used in new social housing.

04/03/2021WRD04300Defective Building Materials

04/03/2021WRD0440074. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he plans to establish a comprehensive redress scheme for houses affected by historic 
defects and pyrite as recommended by the 2018 Safe as Houses report by the Joint Committee 
on Housing, Planning and Local Government; if so, the progress that has been made; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [12313/21]

04/03/2021WRD04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): In 
general building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties involved, the 
homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, structural guarantee or 
warranty scheme.  

The Programme for Government sets out a number of commitments in respect of the im-
portant policy area of building defects and provides for an examination of defective housing, 
having regard to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing report, 
“Safe as Houses”.

In this regard, my Department is actively engaging with key stakeholders and I have had 
several meetings with stakeholder representative groups on this matter over recent months. My 
Department is currently working to establish the structures to examine the issue of defective 
housing in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government. 

I recently appointed Mr Seamus Neely, former Chief Executive of Donegal County Council, 
to the position of Chair to the independent working group. 

In addition, I brought a Memorandum for the Information of the Government to Cabinet 
recently to note the establishment of a working group with the appropriate expertise to examine 
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the issue of defective housing. It is intended to hold the inaugural plenary working group meet-
ing shortly. 

In regard to the working group’s deliberations, the group will seek to engage with a range 
of interested parties, including homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product 
manufacturers, building professionals and industry stakeholders, among others.

Separately, Government is supporting homeowners of dwellings which are subject to sig-
nificant damage attributable to pyritic heave and defective concrete blocks through the Pyrite 
Remediation Scheme and the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme. Budget 2021 provides 
funding of €40 million to fund both initiatives.

In addition, the ongoing building control reform agenda, with its many initiatives, already 
provides a comprehensive roadmap for embedding a culture of real compliance within the con-
struction industry. The reform agenda includes:

- Amendments made to the Building Control Regulations;     

- Establishment of the National Building Control Office; and

- The ongoing development of new legislation through the Building Control (Construction    
Industry   Register Ireland) Bill.

04/03/2021WRD04600Land Development Agency

04/03/2021WRD0470075. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if the Land Development Agency has yet to acquire any sites on which it is currently working 
or if all the projects are currently partnerships between the Agency and the relevant landowner. 
[12322/21]

04/03/2021WRD04800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim 
basis in September 2018, by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Govern-
ment Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971, pending the enactment of the Land Development 
Agency Bill. 

On establishment, the LDA had access to an initial tranche of 8 sites that have near term 
delivery potential for approximately 3,400 new homes. As most sites are currently at the pre-
planning stage, the exact delivery potential for each site will only be finalised as final plans are 
put in place and planning permission is sought. The sites concerned are as follows:

1. Central Mental Hospital Site, Dundrum 

2. Hampton, Balbriggan

3. Hacketstown, Skerries 

4. Devoy Barracks, Naas

5. Former Meath Hospital, Dublin City Centre

6. St. Kevin’s Hospital, Cork

7. Columb Barracks, Mullingar
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8. Dyke Road, Galway

Seven of these sites will be developed directly by the LDA while Dyke Road will be devel-
oped in partnership with the relevant authority.  It is currently envisaged that ownership of these 
seven sites will not transfer to the LDA until the LDA Bill is enacted. The Bill was recently 
published and is currently going through Second Stage in Dáil Éireann. 

The absence of the primary legislation is not preventing the LDA from progressing these 
sites.  In addition, because the sites are public lands, rather than lands in private ownership, the 
issue of ownership and transfer is not an obstacle to early progress. The LDA has entered into 
pre-sale agreements with the land owners, as appropriate, to ensure that it has full access to the 
sites to carry out necessary pre-construction activities. Significant preparatory work is already 
underway in relation to the sites, with feasibility, planning and other preparatory works already 
initiated. 

For example, the LDA has secured planning permission for 597 units at Shanganagh in con-
junction with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and has submitted a Strategic Housing 
Development application for the St. Kevin’s Hospital site in Cork City in December 2020. The 
LDA intends to submit planning applications for other sites in 2021. 

The LDA is also working in partnership with other local authorities around the country. It 
is running a design review of the Sandy Road Regeneration Project in Galway which has the 
potential for up to 1,000 homes, and it is also working with Limerick City and County Council 
on a site near Colbert Station, funding a masterplan of the site. A Cork Docklands Delivery 
Office was also established by Cork City Council in partnership with the LDA. The focus of 
this office is on supporting and catalysing the Cork Docklands area. In conjunction with Dublin 
City Council the LDA has recently opened an early stage consultation on a site at St. Teresa’s 
Gardens with potential for 700 housing units. Further information on this is available at www.
donoreproject.ie  . 

04/03/2021WRD04900National Planning Framework

04/03/2021WRD0500076. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the way in which national policy objective 58 in the national planning framework 
(details supplied) is being overseen and implemented; if he will provide a progress report; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [12381/21]

04/03/2021WRD0510077. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the way in which regional planning objective 7.22 of the Eastern and Midlands Re-
gional Assembly Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (details supplied) is being overseen 
and implemented; if he will provide a progress report; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12382/21]

04/03/2021WRD0520078. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the way in which regional planning objective 7.23 of the Eastern and Midlands Re-
gional Assembly Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (details supplied) is being overseen 
and implemented; if he will provide a progress report; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12383/21]

04/03/2021WRD05300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 76, 77 and 78 together.

The National Planning Framework (NPF) sits at the top of a hierarchy of statutory spatial 
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development plans, the purpose of which is to ensure the sustainable development of urban and 
rural areas, secure balanced regional development and to support and co-ordinate proper plan-
ning and development throughout Ireland. This national-level planning policy is implemented 
at the regional level through statutory Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES) for 
each of the three Regional Assembly areas.

Subsequent to the NPF, a RSES was accordingly prepared by the Eastern and Midlands 
Regional Assembly (EMRA) and formally adopted in June 2019.  Section 25A of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000 as amended requires relevant specified public bodies, and each lo-
cal authority within the Regional Assembly area, to prepare and submit a report to the Regional 
Assembly every 2 years, setting out progress made in supporting the objectives set out in the 
Strategy that are relevant to that body.  

Further to this, the Regional Assembly must prepare a monitoring report every 2 years to 
report on progress made in implementing its RSES, including in relation to actions specific to 
the relevant public bodies, and submit the report to the National Oversight and Audit Commis-
sion (NOAC).  Following consideration of the monitoring report, the Commission may make 
recommendations to the Minister in relation to relevant measures to further support the imple-
mentation of the RSES.

The first EMRA RSES monitoring report is currently being prepared by the Regional As-
sembly for publication in June 2021. Following the finalisation of the RSESs, all local authori-
ties have commenced, or are shortly to commence, the statutory review of their County or City 
Development Plan and this process will be ongoing in 2022.  In accordance with Section 12 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, it is a statutory obligation of each local 
authority to ensure that the County Development Plan is consistent with the national and re-
gional development objectives of the NPF and the relevant RSES.  Since April 2019, the assess-
ment of all statutory local authority development plans, including variations to development 
plans and local area plans, is undertaken by the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR).  The 
statutory oversight role of the OPR includes ensuring that local authority plans are consistent 
with relevant national and regional policies.

I am satisfied that there is sufficient in-built scope in the current statutory processes, includ-
ing biannual reporting between the regional assemblies and relevant public bodies and local 
authorities in monitoring progress in relation to the implementation of the RSES, and the inter-
action between the county development plans and RSES, to take account of any changes that 
may be required to reflect and maintain appropriate planning and sustainable principles over 
the lifetime of the RSES.

04/03/2021WRD05600Home Loan Scheme

04/03/2021WRD0570079. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of persons who applied for the Rebuilding Ireland home loan from 2018 to 
2020 and to date in 2021; the number who were successful by county council that operated the 
scheme in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12384/21]

04/03/2021WRD0580091. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of Rebuilding Ireland loans issued through local authorities over the past 
three years to date by month; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12440/21]

04/03/2021WRD0590092. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of applications received by local authorities for Rebuilding Ireland loans 
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in each of the past three years to date; the number approved and rejected, respectively; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [12441/21]

04/03/2021WRD06000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 79, 91 and 92 together.

The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses applications for 
the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan on behalf of local authorities and makes recommendations 
to the authorities to approve or refuse applications. Each local authority must have in place a 
credit committee and it is a matter for the committee to make the decision on applications for 
loans, in accordance with the regulations, having regard to the recommendations made by the 
Housing Agency.

The most recent figures, as at the end of February 2021, from the Agency on the numbers of 
applications that it has assessed and recommended for approval/decline for each local authority 
since the scheme began, are included in the below table:

Local Authority Applications Assessed Recommended to Approve Recommended to Decline

Carlow County Council 101 37 64

Cavan County Council 31 12 19

Clare County Council 127 54 73

Cork City Council 353 154 199

Cork County Council 621 306 315

Donegal County Council 90 38 52

Dublin City Council 892 539 353

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
County Council

184 101 83

Fingal County Council 1002 563 439

Galway City Council 144 75 69

Galway County Council 261 91 170

Kerry County Council 261 100 161

Kildare County Council 318 156 162

Kilkenny County Council 121 62 59

Laois County Council 182 87 95

Leitrim County Council 37 8 29

Limerick City & County 
Council

208 117 91

Longford County Council 91 45 46

Louth County Council 218 92 126

Mayo County Council 119 44 75

Meath County Council 410 256 154

Monaghan County Council 97 29 68

Offaly County Council 79 33 46

Roscommon County Council 84 38 46

Sligo County Council 101 42 59

South Dublin County Council 515 265 250

Tipperary County Council 198 87 111

Waterford City & County 
Council

185 69 116

Westmeath County Council 74 42 32

Wexford County Council 264 122 142

Wicklow County Council 345 153 192

Total 7713 3817 3896

The next stages in the process are approval and drawdown from the local authority. 

My Department regularly publishes information on the number and value of (i) local author-
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ity loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means that 
an official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount). 

Figures for 2019 and the first two quarters of 2020 are available at the following link: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/42d2f-local-authority-loan-activity/#local-authority-loans-
approvedpaid

04/03/2021WRD06100Local Authority Functions

04/03/2021WRD0620080. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if there has been an update to the 1987 Department of Environment, Heritage and Lo-
cal Government document A Policy for the Provision and Maintenance of Parks, Open Spaces 
and Outdoor Recreation Areas by Local Authorities; if not, if this remains the only national ad-
vice specifically for local authorities providing for parks, open spaces and outdoor recreational 
activities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12411/21]

04/03/2021WRD0630083. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if it is still the case that guidance (details supplied) applies in terms of green space 
provision in urban areas. [12414/21]

04/03/2021WRD06400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 80 and 83 together.

The 1987 guidance on the Provision and Maintenance of Parks, Open Space and Outdoor 
Recreation Areas by Local Authorities has not been updated by virtue of the fact that it has been 
superseded by provisions in the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the 2000 
Act). 

In terms of new planning developments, Section 10(2)(j) of the 2000 Act provides that a 
local authority, in making their county development plan, shall include objectives for the pres-
ervation, improvement and extension of amenities and recreational amenities. 

More generally, in terms of existing developments, Section 67 of the Local Government Act 
2001 is the primary legislative, statutory and regulatory framework for the provision of public 
green space.  This provides that a local authority may take measures or engage in activities that 
it considers necessary to promote the interests of the local community in relation to matters such 
as general recreational and leisure activities, including the provision of parks and open spaces.

04/03/2021WRD06500Urban Development

04/03/2021WRD0660081. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the legislative, statutory and regulatory framework for the provision of public green 
space in urban areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12412/21]

04/03/2021WRD0670082. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if there has been an audit of public green space provision in Dublin commuter belt 
areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12413/21]

04/03/2021WRD0680086. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the type and number of engagements his Department has had with the HSE and Public 
Health regarding public green space provision in urban areas in 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [12417/21]

04/03/2021WRD06900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 81, 82 and 86 together.

While the Minister for the Housing, Local Government and Heritage has responsibility for 
policy, legislation, Oireachtas accountability and, at a broad level, oversight, in respect of the 
local government system, local authorities are entirely independent corporate entities having 
full responsibility under law for the performance of their functions. 

Section 67 of the Local Government Act 2001 is the primary legislative, statutory and regu-
latory framework for the provision of public green space.  This provides that a local authority 
may take measures or engage in activities that it considers necessary to promote the interests 
of the local community in relation to matters such as general recreational and leisure activities, 
including the provision of parks and open spaces. 

In the context of proposed new development, the preparation of statutory development plans 
is a central function of a planning authority undertaken in accordance with sections 9-13 of the 
Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended). The zoning of land for particular uses, 
including for open amenity space, is a reserved function of the planning authority.  In preparing 
development plans, consideration and decisions on the zoning of particular lands is therefore 
a matter for the elected members and is required to be consistent with established statutory 
national and regional planning policy and legislation, including the National Planning Frame-
work, Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES) and statutory Ministerial planning 
guidelines as appropriate.  In this regard, guidance in relation to amenity and quality of life is-
sues, including, inter alia, public open spaces and area-wide green space strategies, is set out in 
the Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas – Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
published by my Department in 2009.  

Accordingly, in line with their statutory role as outlined above, decisions in relation to 
auditing public green space and engagement with the HSE/Public Health on related issues are 
matters for individual local authorities.

  Question No. 83 answered with Question No. 80.

04/03/2021WRE00200Urban Development

04/03/2021WRE0030084. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the specific policy tools in place to ensure commuter belt communities which saw 
huge housing development in the Celtic tiger and subsequent years are not left without public 
green space; if there are specific requirements on local authorities and developers to deliver 
green infrastructure in advance or in tandem with residential development; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [12415/21]

04/03/2021WRE00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The National Planning Framework (NPF) acknowledges the need for 
a range of complementary strategies, tailored as appropriate, in planning for future growth.  
Specifically, National Policy Objective (NPO) 7 identifies the need to apply a tailored approach 
to urban development, that will be linked to the Rural and Urban Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund, with a particular focus on “Addressing the legacy of rapid unplanned growth, by 
facilitating amenities and services catch-up, jobs and/or improved sustainable transport links 
to the cities, together with a slower rate of population growth in recently expanded commuter 
settlements of all sizes.”
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More generally, in terms of existing settlements, Section 67 of the Local Government Act 
2001 is the primary legislative, statutory and regulatory framework for the provision of public 
green space.  This provides that a local authority may take measures or engage in activities that 
it considers necessary to promote the interests of the local community in relation to matters such 
as general recreational and leisure activities, including the provision of parks and open spaces. 

From a planning perspective, the preparation of statutory development plans is a central 
function of a planning authority undertaken in accordance with the Planning and Development 
Act, 2000 as amended (the Act).  Specifically Section 10(2) (subsections a, d and j) of the Act 
provides that a development plan shall include objectives for—

“(a)       the zoning of land for the use solely or primarily of particular areas for particular 
purposes (whether residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, as open space 
or otherwise, or a mixture of those uses), where and to such extent as the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area, in the opinion of the planning authority, requires the uses 
to be indicated;

(d)     the integration of the planning and sustainable development of the area with the social, 
community and cultural requirements of the area and its population;

(j)      the preservation, improvement and extension of amenities and recreational amenities;”

These provisions may relate to objectives that address the requirements of both existing 
communities and/or future development areas.

With regard to the provision of open space and amenities in tandem with new development, 
these may also be addressed within the County Development Plan, as above or in subsequent 
Local Area Plans.  In addition, Section 48 of the Act makes provision for development contribu-
tion schemes, which may establish the requirement for the payment of a financial contribution 
as a condition of planning permission for development, for public infrastructure and facilities.  
This may be for the purposes of land acquisition and/or the provision of open spaces and recre-
ational facilities, as follows - Section 48(17):-

“In this section— “public infrastructure and facilities” means—

(a)      the acquisition of land,

(b)      the provision of open spaces, recreational and community facilities and
  amenities and landscaping works,
  (c)       the provision of roads, car parks, car parking places, surface water sewers
  and flood relief work, and ancillary infrastructure,
  (d)      the provision of bus corridors and lanes, bus interchange facilities (including
  car parks for those facilities), infrastructure to facilitate public transport,
  cycle and pedestrian facilities, and traffic calming measures,
  (e)      the refurbishment, upgrading, enlargement or replacement of
  roads, car parks, car parking places, surface water sewers, flood relief work
  and ancillary infrastructure,
  (f)       the provision of high-capacity telecommunications infrastructure, such as
  broadband,
  (g)      the provision of school sites, and
  (h)      any matters ancillary to paragraphs (a) to (g).

  I am satisfied that there are adequate policy and legislative measures available to address 
the issues raised in the question, both in terms of existing settlements and in forward planning 
for new development.

04/03/2021WRE00500Local Authority Funding

04/03/2021WRE0060085. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the specific central or EU funding available to support local authorities and commu-
nities to deliver public parks and green space; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12416/21]

04/03/2021WRE00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Section 67 of the Local Government Act 2001 is the primary legisla-
tive, statutory and regulatory framework for the provision of public green space.  This provides 
that a local authority may take measures or engage in activities that it considers necessary to 
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promote the interests of the local community in relation to matters such as general recreational 
and leisure activities, including the provision of parks and open spaces  With regard to the 
provision of open space and amenities in tandem with new development, these may also be ad-
dressed within the County Development Plan, or in subsequent Local Area Plans.  

While local authorities receive a substantial part of their annual funding from a range of 
central government departments and agencies, including from my Department, they also have 
the capacity to raise their own resources.  For example, Section 48 of the Planning and Devel-
opment Act 2000, as amended,  makes provision for development contribution schemes, which 
may establish the requirement for the payment of a financial contribution as a condition of plan-
ning permission for development, for public infrastructure and facilities.   

Within this framework, it is a matter for each local authority to consider the position in rela-
tion to how funding is allocated for their functions.

  Question No. 86 answered with Question No. 81.

04/03/2021WRE00900Local Authority Housing

04/03/2021WRE0100087. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which local authorities can be included in new house building programmes 
with particular reference to the urgent need to ensure the building of an adequate number of 
local authority houses to meet the demand in their administrative area; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [12436/21]

04/03/2021WRE0110089. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which he can authorise the allocation of the necessary funding to meet 
local authority housing demands throughout Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12438/21]

04/03/2021WRE0120090. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of local authority housing applicants currently registered in each local 
authority; the extent to which an additional effort can be made to meet their housing needs on 
annual basis over the next five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12439/21]

04/03/2021WRE0130093. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when he expects local authorities to be in a position to have a plan to build houses for 
all of the applicants on their local authority housing lists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12442/21]

04/03/2021WRE0140095. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he has formulated plans for an annual sizeable reduction in the number of applicants 
on local authority housing waiting lists by way of a local authority house building programme; 
the number of applicants likely to be facilitated as a result; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [12444/21]

04/03/2021WRE0150099. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when he expects to achieve a reasonable waiting period for local authority housing ap-
plicants to be housed and rehoused; if this is likely to be in line with best international practice 
in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12448/21]

04/03/2021WRE01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 87, 89, 90, 93, 95 and 99 together.
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Increasing the supply of social, affordable and private housing is a priority for this Govern-
ment. The Programme for Government commits to the delivery of 50,000 new social homes 
with a focus on new build homes.  

In 2021, the Government has made available €3.3 billion for housing delivery programmes.  
Subject to delays arising from COVID-19 restrictions, this funding will support the delivery of 
12,750 social homes through Build, Acquisition and Leasing, including 9,500 new build homes. 
The Government will be publishing a new housing strategy this year, which will set out details 
of social housing delivery for 2021-2025, including social housing targets for 2022 onwards.  In 
addition to supporting households in homes allocated by local authorities, eligible households 
are supported in the private rental market through the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP). 

Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local 
authority area is provided in the annual statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments 
(SSHA). Since 2016, the numbers have decreased from 91,600 to 68,693, a reduction of 25%. 
The full report is available on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.
gov.ie/en/publication/29da7-summary-of-social-housing-assessments-2019-key-findings/   and 
provides details on the length of time spent on the social housing list. Due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the 2020 assessment was delayed and conducted in November. Work is ongoing and the 
summary report of the 2020 assessment will be published shortly.

In relation to the reduction of waiting times, my Department publishes comprehensive pro-
gramme level statistics on a quarterly basis on all social housing delivery activity. This is pub-
lished on the statistics page of my Department’s website, at the following link: https://www.
gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/  

04/03/2021WRE01700Home Loan Scheme

04/03/2021WRE0180088. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will ensure that the local authority housing loan system and the Rebuilding Ire-
land loan scheme are restructured in such a way as to meet 40% of local authority demand in 
their administrative area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12437/21]

04/03/2021WRE01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
€210 million has been secured to allow local authorities to lend through the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan (RIHL) scheme in 2021. Allocations for new lending approvals in 2021 have al-
ready been communicated to all 31 local authorities.

The RIHL is a demand led scheme driven by the number of applications received by each 
local authority. Based on lending activity in recent years, €210 million should be sufficent to 
meet overall approvals for the RIHL. 

  Questions Nos. 89 and 90 answered with Question No. 87.

  Questions Nos. 91 and 92 answered with Question No. 79.

  Question No. 93 answered with Question No. 87.

04/03/2021WRE02500Local Authority Housing

04/03/2021WRE0260094. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when he expects Kildare County Council to have a plan to build houses for all of the 
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applicants on its housing list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12443/21]

04/03/2021WRE0270096. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he has formulated plans for an annual sizeable reduction in the number of applicants 
on the Kildare County Council housing waiting list by way of a house building programme; if 
so, the number of applicants likely to be facilitated as a result; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [12445/21]

04/03/2021WRE02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 94 and 96 together.

The delivery of housing supports is a key priority of Government and this is reflected in 
the Programme for Government commitment to increase the social housing stock nationally by 
more than 50,000, with a key emphasis on delivering new build homes. We are ambitious to 
ramp up the delivery at local authority level and we are committed to developing housing on 
public land.

My Department provides both capital and current funding to local authorities across a range 
of funding initiatives to assist them in providing homes for families and individuals on their 
social housing waiting lists.  To provide transparency on the new social housing projects being 
advanced, my Department publishes a Social Housing Construction Status Report each quarter 
with details of all social housing developments completed or under construction in each local 
authority area. The report for Quarter 3 of 2020 is available at the following link: https://re-
buildingireland.ie/news/minister-obrien-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-
for-q2-2020-2/   - the Quarter 4 report for 2020 will be published shortly.  These quarterly 
reports provide details of the social housing construction schemes completed and those in the 
pipeline for County Kildare.

The Government investment for the delivery of all housing programmes this year is €3.3 
billion which, subject to the impact of Covid-related restrictions on the construction sector, is 
intended to support the delivery of 12,750 new social homes through build, acquisition and 
leasing.  The major focus of this investment is the delivery of new build social homes, with an 
overall target of 9,500 new homes, in addition to 800 acquisitions and 2,450 homes to be deliv-
ered through leasing programmes. Kildare County Council has been set a target to deliver 558 
new build social homes and 153 homes through leasing in 2021.  

The Government will be publishing a new housing strategy this year, which will set out de-
tails of social housing delivery out to 2025, including social housing targets for 2022 onwards. 
While Kildare County Council already has a social housing construction programme in train, 
I am keen that they are proactive in adding to this pipeline and, working with the Approved 
Housing Bodies, in advancing their existing projects as speedily as possible. The quarterly pub-
lication of the Social Housing Construction Status Report can also give Councillors and public 
representatives the opportunity to work with the local authority officials to press the advance-
ment of these social housing delivery projects.

  Question No. 95 answered with Question No. 87.

  Question No. 96 answered with Question No. 94.

04/03/2021WRE03100Heritage Sites

04/03/2021WRE0320097. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which he has considered plans for the protection and restoration of heri-
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tage structures and listed buildings which might be deemed at risk throughout Ireland; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [12446/21]

04/03/2021WRE03300100. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which he plans to restore listed buildings deemed to be at risk by county; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12449/21]

04/03/2021WRE03400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 97 and 100 together.

My role with regard to the protection and management of our archaeological and architec-
tural heritage is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, including the Planning Acts and 
the National Monuments Acts, as are the roles of local authorities and the responsibilities of 
owners.

As Minister, I am the owner or guardian under the National Monuments Acts of approxi-
mately 1,000 national monuments located at approximately 750 sites. The Acts allow me to 
make a preservation order where I consider a national monument to be at risk.

Responsibility for management and maintenance of historical buildings and sites in State 
ownership and management of related visitor facilities, rests with the Office of Public Works 
(OPW) which also maintains a significant ongoing programme of conservation works. My De-
partment will allocate funding to the OPW for the maintenance of certain historic buildings and 
sites over the course of the year as works begin to progress again. 

With regard to the safeguarding of protected structures, Part IV of the Planning and De-
velopment Act 2000 gives primary responsibility to local authorities to identify and protect 
architectural heritage by including particular structures on their respective Records of Protected 
Structures (RPS). Inclusion on the RPS places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of 
protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with any development 
proposals affecting them.

My Department provides financial support, however, for the protection of heritage build-
ings and historic structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, administered by 
the local authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic 
Structures Fund (HSF). Last year some 450 heritage projects across every county in the country 
were allocated funding from a combined sum of over €4.3m under these schemes and an extra 
€1m in funding was secured for built heritage projects under the July Jobs Stimulus Package 
2020, which aimed to offset some of the effects of Covid-19. 

The BHIS and HSF for 2021 were launched in November 2020, with a combined alloca-
tion of €6m, an increase of nearly 40%. Due to Level 5 Covid-19 restriction the deadline for 
applications by local authorities, and direct applicants to the Department, has been extended to 
Friday 12 March 2021. Intending applicants are advised to contact their relevant local authority 
for details of local deadlines. Full details are available on my Department’s website and on the 
website of each local authority. 

My Department also announced a call for projects in September 2020 under the Community 
Monuments Fund (CMF) for investment in our archaeological heritage, which was being fund-
ed under the July Jobs Stimulus Package 2020. The CMF is prioritised for local authorities, pri-
vate owners and custodians, and community groups for the care, maintenance, protection and 
promotion of local monuments and historic sites and the provision of any required measures to 
ensure safe access during the Covid-19 pandemic. A total of €1.15m was allocated to 69 proj-
ects nationally in 2020. I hope to announce a continuance of the scheme for this year, shortly. 
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As the Deputy will be aware, preparation is well advanced in my Department on Heritage 
Ireland 2030, Ireland’s new national heritage plan. It will be a coherent, comprehensive and 
inspiring framework of values, principles, strategic priorities and actions to guide and inform 
the heritage sector over the next decade. Heritage Ireland 2030   will be published shortly and 
will address priority issues for heritage, including those identified in the Programme for Gov-
ernment.

04/03/2021WRE03500Local Authority Housing

04/03/2021WRE0360098. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans for the development of local authority serviced and subsidised sites as a means 
of dealing with the housing crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12447/21]

04/03/2021WRE03700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
To date, my Department has issued two Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) calls for proposals to local 
authorities. Funding of almost €188 million has been approved in principle in support of 38 
infrastructure projects in 14 local authority areas, which will assist in the delivery of almost 
4,000 more affordable homes.

Details of 35 SSF projects which received approval in principle under the two SSF calls are 
available on the Rebuilding Ireland’s website as follows;

Call 1 https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-local-
authority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-serviced-sites-fund/  

 Call 2 https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-
support-delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/  

In addition to these projects, approval in principle has also been given to three further ap-
plications for SSF funding – details are provided in the table below:

Local Authority Name of Project Number of affordable homes SSF Funding 
Dublin City Council Emmet Road 375 – all Cost Rental €18.75m 
Dublin City Council Oscar Traynor Road 172 – Affordable Purchase €8.7m 
Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down County Council 

Shanganagh 397; 306 Cost Rental and 91 Afford-
able Purchase

€19.85m

Total €47.3m 

It is important to note that SSF is provided to support the cost of facilitating infrastructure 
which will lead to development of new affordable purchase and cost rental homes on local 
authority lands.  The timeframe for the delivery of such projects must accommodate detailed 
design, the consultation process, planning, procurement and construction. As with all large 
projects of this type, the nature and scale of the developments will generally evolve as plans are 
progressed by local authorities.   

In making an application for SSF, each local authority must demonstrate that an affordabil-
ity issue exists in the area in question and a viability to deliver homes with a reduction of at least 
10% on open market values.

As you are aware, the Programme for Government has committed in outline to the develop-
ment of a Town Centre First (TCF) policy. In accordance with this commitment, a TCF inter-
Departmental Group (IDG) has now been established to consider the regeneration of our towns 
and villages.  Both my Department and the Department of Community and Rural Development 
have formulated this joint approach involving both the IDG and a wider Advisory Group of 



4 March 2021

59

stakeholders, chaired by Minister of State Peter Burke, in advancing an initial scoping of the 
policy proposals. As part of this, measures and proposals to support more serviced sites closer 
to urban settlements such as towns and villages will be examined, within the broader context of 
the issues effecting such places as already outlined. It is anticipated that any recommendations 
forthcoming from the TCF approach will be developed over the coming months.

Consideration will also need to be given to the expansion of towns and villages in a sustain-
able manner.  Such development will be incremental, small scale, walkable (including to and 
from the town/village centre) and will occur on sites that have access adequate water supply 
and provision for disposal of domestic effluent.  Such extensions should also be guided by re-
sponsive design principles so that they appear as a natural extensions to the town/village with a 
close visual relationship to the prevailing vernacular.  My Department is addressing this in the 
context the development of proposed ‘sustainable settlement guidance’.

  Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 87.

  Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 97.

04/03/2021WRE04000Northern Ireland

04/03/2021WRE04100101. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will con-
tact his counterpart in Northern Ireland for a report on the status of the investigation into the 
death of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12241/21]

04/03/2021WRE04200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My thoughts, and the thoughts of 
the Government, are with the family and friends of Noah Donohoe at this extremely distressing 
time, and as they contend with such a profound personal loss.The case of Noah’s death is a mat-
ter for the Police Service of Northern Ireland and an investigation is underway. There has been 
a renewed appeal for witnesses, and we would encourage anyone who may have any informa-
tion to contact the PSNI. I understand that a Coroner’s investigation is also ongoing. As such, it 
would not be appropriate to comment further at this time.

04/03/2021WRE04300Passport Applications

04/03/2021WRE04400102. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when the pass-
port office will resume processing applications that are non-emergency given passports are 
important pieces of identification that are needed for purposes other than travelling; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [12203/21]

04/03/2021WRE04500105. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to facilitate the 
processing of passports for Irish citizens living abroad in cases in which a valid passport of at 
least six months issue is required for visa and identification purposes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [12390/21]

04/03/2021WRE04600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
102 and 105 together.

The Passport Service has paused the processing of routine applications while Ireland is at 
Level 5 of the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. Passport Service staff have 
been temporarily reassigned to provide consular assistance for Irish citizens overseas.

The Passport Service continues to provide an emergency and urgent service. The emergency 
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service is available for those who are required to travel due to the death or serious illness of a 
family member or because the applicant requires emergency medical treatment. The urgent ser-
vice also assists citizens who are resident abroad who require a valid passport for visa purposes 
or citizens who require a renewal for work purposes. The Passport Service continues to process 
all renewals for work-related travel where evidence is provided.

Applicants who require a passport for emergency purposes, or to travel for urgent reasons, 
should contact the Passport Service via our Customer Service Hub Webchat function on our 
website.

Irish citizens who are resident overseas should make contact through the local Irish Em-
bassy or Consulate General, or WebChat.

The Passport Service has a comprehensive plan in place to resume all services, in line with 
the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. When operations resume at Level 4, all 
applications received via Passport Online will be processed. The Passport Service is confident, 
taking into account measures to ensure a safe workplace, that any Passport Online backlog can 
be cleared in six to eight weeks.

The Passport Service plans to resume processing of routine paper based applications such as 
Passport Express, Northern Ireland Passport Express and applications for Foreign Birth Regis-
trations at Level 3 of the framework.

04/03/2021WRE04700Human Rights Investigations

04/03/2021WRE04800103. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to call 
for the establishment of a UN commission of inquiry into the actions of China with regard to the 
Uighur population in Xinjiang in view of Ireland’s current role on the UN Security Council; if 
he has raised the plight of the Uighurs in China to date in his role on the Security Council; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [12216/21]

04/03/2021WRE04900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland, along with our EU part-
ners, remains deeply concerned about the treatment of Uighurs and other ethnic minorities in 
the province of Xinjiang, including in relation to reports of systemic abuse, torture, arbitrary 
detention, forced labour, forced sterilisations, and restrictions on freedom of religion and belief. 

We have been active in raising our concerns in relation to this matter. Most recently, on 6 
October 2020, Ireland was one of 39 countries to support a Joint Statement at the UN Third 
Committee which reiterates our grave concern regarding the situation in Xinjiang and recalls 
the exceptional letter of concern issued by 50 UN Special Procedures mandate holders, which 
called on China to respect human rights and allow, immediate, meaningful, and unfettered ac-
cess to Xinjiang.

Ireland also raised this matter during our national statement at the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil on 25 September 2020, where we urged China to allow unrestricted access to the region for 
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Ireland has also previously supported a number of statements at the UN Human Rights 
Council, in June 2020 and July 2019, and at the UN Third Committee in October 2019. These 
statements, among other things, urged China to urgently implement the eight recommendations 
made by the Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination related to Xinjiang, and to 
uphold its international obligations and respect human rights in Xinjiang. They also called on 
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide regular information on the situation 
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in the region, in order to safeguard the rights and freedoms that are guaranteed under interna-
tional law. 

Ireland’s approach on the Security Council is informed by our record as a country with a 
consistent, principled and independent foreign policy. We put forward our perspectives on all 
issues on the Council agenda, and engage with all Council members, including China, while 
listening carefully to the views of other Council members.  

The protection and promotion of human rights is a core pillar of Ireland’s foreign policy. 
Although the treatment of Uighurs and other ethnic minorities in Xinjiang is not on the Security 
Council agenda, the Government will continue to monitor and assess the situation and engage 
with Chinese authorities bilaterally and in multilateral fora to address our concerns.

04/03/2021WRE05000Passport Applications

04/03/2021WRE05100104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport 
will issue in the case of persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [12291/21]

04/03/2021WRE05200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused 
the processing of routine applications while Ireland is at Level 5 of the National Framework for 
Living with COVID-19. 

The Passport Service continues to provide an emergency and urgent service. The emergency 
service is available for those who are required to travel due to the death or serious illness of a 
family member or because the applicant requires emergency medical treatment. The urgent ser-
vice also assist citizens who are resident abroad who require a valid passport for visa purposes 
or citizens who require a renewal for work purposes. The Passport Service continues to process 
all renewals for work-related travel where evidence is provided.

First time applications can only be processed in cases of emergency. With regard to the 
specific application about which the Deputy has enquired, an official from the Passport Service 
was in contact with the applicant’s mother on 1 March to offer general advice in relation to the 
first time application process during Level 5.

  Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 102.

04/03/2021WRE05400Brexit Issues

04/03/2021WRE05500106. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if there is ongoing en-
gagement across Departments and statutory agencies with businesses and with the authorities 
in Northern Ireland in relation to the new controls on trading that will come into effect from 1 
April 2021 following Brexit; if adequate measures are in place to minimise disruption to trade; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12419/21]

04/03/2021WRE05600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Under its Border Operating Mod-
el (BOM), the UK is progressively introducing new checks and controls on its trade with the EU 
on 1 January, 1 April and 1 July.  

From 1 April, the UK will begin to apply documentary controls to the import into the UK 
of a much wider range of products, including food and agricultural produce.  The new UK 
controls will impact on exporters of all products of animal origin, including all meat, dairy, fish 
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and composite products incorporating products of animal origin, as well as regulated plants and 
plant products.  These changes will also apply to such goods moving via the UK landbridge. In 
addition, from 1 April, the UK will no longer provide for the import from the EU of fresh meat 
preparations such as mincemeat and sausages, unless frozen.These changes mean that, on top 
of the existing customs formalities, Irish exporters exporting to or through Great Britain, will 
need to comply with a number of new UK requirements from 1 April including pre-notification 
to the UK authorities and obtaining the appropriate Health Certificate(s) from the Irish authori-
ties. The Protocol on Ireland / Northern Ireland means that no new checks and controls apply 
to trade between the EU, including Ireland, and Northern Ireland.Departments and agencies 
have been in ongoing engagement with their UK counterparts to understand the BOM’s re-
quirement.  A major national communications campaign to make exporters aware of these addi-
tional Brexit-related changes is underway.  This is complemented by outreach by Ministers and 
more detailed stakeholder engagement by Departments and State Agencies.  Indeed, the new 
requirements was one of the topics discussed at the recent Brexit Stakeholders Forum which 
I chair.  A number of webinars for exporters are taking place throughout February and March 
2021 including joint webinars from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and 
Revenue Commissioners and webinars together with their UK counterparts (DEFRA, HMRC).  
Sector-specific information and training are also being provided by Enterprise Ireland, Local 
Enterprise Offices, Bord Bia and Bord Iascaigh Mhara.

While I understand many businesses may still be working through the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and earlier Brexit changes, it is crucial that exporters fully understand 
these new UK requirements.  Exporters must ensure everyone in the supply chain, including the 
importer and logistics provider, is clear on their roles and responsibilities and can meet them.  
I would urge all exporters to avail of the range of Government supports that are available, in-
cluding training and grants. Further information on these and other supports is set out at Gov.
ie/Brexit.

04/03/2021WRE05700Human Rights

04/03/2021WRE05800107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
Ireland, through the UN, has focused on various worldwide abuses of human rights including 
the use of child soldiers, trafficking in women and young girls, the use of rape as method of war, 
ethnic cleansing, genocide and total disregard for democratic principles; if the international 
courts are being used to the fullest extent possible to counter such activity; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [12450/21]

04/03/2021WRE05900108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
he expects Ireland as a member of the UN Security Council to be in a position to focus on 
the various worldwide abuses of human rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12451/21]

04/03/2021WRE06000118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
he expects Ireland to use its position on the UN Security Council to highlight and challenge 
international trafficking in women and children, the suppression of human rights, the disregard 
for the rule of law and the imprisonment on spurious grounds of various ethnic or other groups; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12461/21]

04/03/2021WRE06100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
107, 108 and 118 together.

Ireland plays an active role in promoting and protecting human rights at the United Nations, 
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including through our active engagement in the Human Rights Council in Geneva and the Third 
Committee of the General Assembly.

As the Deputy will be aware, Ireland assumed its seat on the UN Security Council on 1 
January 2021. We are committed to actively mainstreaming human rights across the full Coun-
cil agenda, which includes some 20 thematic files and 30 country and regional files. 

Three core principles will frame our approach: building peace, strengthening conflict pre-
vention and ensuring accountability. In our approach to ensuring accountability, Ireland will 
promote respect for international human rights law and international humanitarian law, pri-
oritise the protection of civilians and support the fight against impunity and the International 
Criminal Court.

Many of the countries on the Security Council agenda face serious human rights challenges, 
which will be an important consideration in our work on country-specific items.

UN Peacekeeping Operations and Special Political Missions play an essential role in pro-
tecting civilians and promoting respect for human rights, and Ireland will support their crucial 
work in this area.

We will promote accountability and compliance with international human rights law in our 
engagement on thematic issues, and in our work on Security Council subsidiary bodies, includ-
ing sanctions committees, the Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict, and the Infor-
mal Expert Group on Women, Peace and Security, which we will co-chair.

We will also seek to promote interaction between the Security Council and Geneva-based 
UN human rights bodies.

We are consulting on a regular basis with civil society on a wide variety of human rights is-
sues.  Moreover, we are in regular contact with the Irish UN special procedure mandate holders 
on their areas of work, which encompass trafficking in persons, especially women and children; 
human rights defenders; the rights of persons with disabilities; and the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism.

04/03/2021WRF00200Human Rights Cases

04/03/2021WRF00300109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the action taken to 
date by the international community to assist a person (details supplied); if the EU and UN will 
intercede on their behalf; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12452/21]

04/03/2021WRF00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware of the case to which 
the Deputy refers, and the reports are a cause for serious concern. 

We note that the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has raised the case 
with the UAE authorities, and we encourage the UAE to engage fully with the UN’s efforts. 

My Department will continue to closely monitor this case, and we await the outcome of the 
UN engagement. 

04/03/2021WRF00500Foreign Conflicts

04/03/2021WRF00600110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps taken or 
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in hand by the EU and UN to address the situation in Myanmar in which the president has been 
deposed; if action will be taken against the instigators; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12453/21]

04/03/2021WRF00700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland strongly condemns the 
coup carried out by the Myanmar military on 1 February and the unlawful and arbitrary deten-
tion of political leaders including State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and President Win Myint. 
We call for the results of the November 2020 democratic elections to be respected and the le-
gitimate civilian Government restored.  

The coup is a reversal of progress made towards democracy and rule of law in Myanmar that 
have taken years to establish, and does nothing to tackle the public health, security or economic 
issues faced by the people of Myanmar.

Ireland deplores the killing of innocent civilians. The escalating use of force by the Myan-
mar military, the killing of protesters, the wounding of others and the use of live ammunition 
is totally unacceptable. We are deeply saddened by the deaths and critical injuries sustained by 
peaceful protesters. 

Ireland, the EU and UN, including the Security Council, have taken various steps to address 
the situation in Myanmar since February 1st. 

Ireland set out its concerns in a discussion at the UN Security Council on 2 February. The 
Security Council issued a Press Statement on 4 February reflecting the concerns of all 15 mem-
bers. Given the events of the past weekend, the matter may come again to the Council in the 
coming days. 

An informal meeting of the General Assembly was convened on 26 February to hear a 
briefing from the Special Envoy on Myanmar and discuss developments. Ireland aligned with a 
strong and comprehensive EU statement at that session. 

Military rule opens significant scope for further human rights abuses in Myanmar and Ire-
land is voicing its concern at sessions of the Human Rights Council and we welcome the unani-
mous resolution agreed at the special session of the Human Rights Council on 12 February.   

In my statement of 11 February I called for a firm response from the international commu-
nity, including sanctions that target the perpetrators of the coup. On 22 February, EU Foreign 
Ministers agreed to devise targeted sanctions on the leaders of the coup. In taking such deci-
sions, Ireland is committed to ensuring that any course of action is appropriate, works to restore 
the democratic path in Myanmar and does not negatively affect developmental gains or exacer-
bate the humanitarian situation in Myanmar. 

Ireland will continue to work with our partners in the EU, with other members of the UN 
Security Council and with countries in the region to ensure an effective, appropriate, and sus-
tainable outcome to this crisis.

04/03/2021WRF00800United Nations

04/03/2021WRF00900111. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
the UN can be reformed to assert itself as a human rights defender at various conflict locations 
globally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12454/21]

04/03/2021WRF01000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland strongly supports the 



4 March 2021

65

strengthening of the multilateral human rights framework to protect both human rights, and 
human rights defenders,  across the globe.

Membership of the United Nations is central to Ireland’s engagement on human rights. 
Ireland is committed to ensuring that the UN is capable of continuous reform to adapt to emerg-
ing as well as to traditional global challenges such as preventing conflict and defending human 
rights. Ireland’s financial contributions across a number of UN organisations are an essential 
part of our engagement on human rights, and not least our contribution to the Office of the High 
Commissioner on Human Rights (€1.865 million in 2020).  

In my address at the current Human Rights Council session on 24th   February, I reiterated 
that “Ireland is a long standing champion of civic space, in Geneva, in New York and in com-
munities worldwide”, and that, “we remain gravely concerned by the unacceptable pressures 
being experienced by civil society around the world, including human rights defenders, LGBTI 
defenders, journalists and media workers”. I highlighted the unacceptable detention of human 
rights defenders in Myanmar and Belarus, while also underlining our concerns around human 
rights concerns in the Occupied Palestinian Territory; Syria; Yemen and Ethiopia.

The Department of Foreign Affairs works closely with the UN Treaty Bodies and also with 
the UN Special Rapporteurs including the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defend-
ers, Ms Mary Lawlor who presents her report to the Council on the 4th March. Ireland strongly 
supports the work of the EU Special Representative on Human Rights, former Tánaiste Eamon 
Gilmore, and we work closely with the EU to strengthen UN human rights resolutions and pro-
cedures to protect human rights defenders across the globe.

In conclusion I wish to assure the Deputy that the protection of Human Rights Defenders 
remains a key priority for the Government. Furthermore, once current restrictions are relaxed, 
I invite him to visit the memorial to global human rights defenders which I had the privilege 
to unveil with Front Line Defenders in the grounds of Iveagh House in December of last year.

04/03/2021WRF01100Middle East Peace Process

04/03/2021WRF01200112. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
a peace process is proposed in the Middle East with particular reference to the need to ensure 
the existence of a body to which complaints can be reported; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [12455/21]

04/03/2021WRF01300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I refer the Deputy to my reply to 
Question no. 397. 

Efforts continue on the Middle East Peace Process. 

On 15 February the Envoys of the Middle East Quartet met virtually to discuss develop-
ments and the situation on the ground. The Envoys agreed to meet on a regular basis to continue 
their engagement.

At the briefing by the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East on 26 February, Ireland’s 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations underlined our support for a Two State Solu-
tion, our concerns regarding the increase in demolitions and settlement activity, and highlighted 
the importance of Covid-19 vaccination provision in the occupied Palestinian territory. 

Ireland will continue to work with international partners on this issue, including at EU level, 
and at the UN Security Council.
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04/03/2021WRF01400Human Rights

04/03/2021WRF01500113. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the international 
community can devise a means by which atrocities punishable by law can be referred quickly 
to the international courts with a view to bringing about a cessation of such violence; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [12456/21]

04/03/2021WRF01600116. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if preparations 
will be made to refer the perpetrators of the various conflicts and abuses of human rights which 
appear to be going unchallenged by the international community to the International Criminal 
Court; the number of locations and perpetrators globally who fall into such a category; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [12459/21]

04/03/2021WRF01700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
113 and 116 together.

The International Criminal Court was established as the first permanent international court 
to end impunity for the perpetrators of international crimes. The Court was established in 2002 
with the entry into force of the Rome Statute.  By its very existence, the Court promotes and 
upholds not only the rule of law but also provides a means to bring to account the perpetrators 
of the most serious crimes of concern to the international community. In this way it contributes 
in a most fundamental way to the cause of international peace and justice.

While the ICC is central to the overall framework for international criminal justice, it is a 
court of last resort. The ICC does not substitute for national judicial systems. States bear the 
primary responsibility to investigate the most serious international crimes. 

Referrals to the International Criminal Court may only be made with respect to crimes under 
the jurisdiction of the Court namely: the crime of aggression, genocide, crimes against human-
ity and war crimes.  The Court’s jurisdiction is limited to the territory or nationals of States 
Parties to the Rome Statute or States that have accepted the Court’s jurisdiction on an ad hoc 
basis and situations referred to it by the Security Council of the United Nations. This jurisdic-
tion must be triggered in one of three ways: a situation may be referred to the Court by a State 
Party to the Rome Statute; a situation may be referred to the Court by the United Nations Secu-
rity Council; or the Prosecutor may initiate a propio motu   investigation into crimes within the 
jurisdiction of the Court (an investigation on the Prosecutor’s own initiative). Referrals by the 
United Nations Security Council are pursuant to Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Na-
tions, and must receive nine affirmative votes at the Council without one of the five permanent 
Council Members (P5) vetoing the referral.  

The Office of the Prosecutor is currently engaged in 13 investigations and 14 preliminary 
examinations across 25 countries in Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. As a result of the 
Prosecutor’s investigations, there are currently 20 cases against 25 individuals active before the 
International Criminal Court.

Ireland, together with its EU partners has been, and continues to be, a consistent and strong 
supporter of the International Criminal Court. Furthermore, ensuring accountability is one of 
the key principles underpinning our engagement on the United Nations Security Council. We 
will support and defend the Court throughout our two-year term on the Council, which started 
on 1 January 2021.

04/03/2021WRF01800Human Rights
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04/03/2021WRF01900114. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the degree to which 
the attention of the international community has been drawn to the atrocities taking place in 
Yemen; the actions taken or pending to bring the perpetrators to justice; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [12457/21]

04/03/2021WRF02000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Yemen is the world’s worst hu-
manitarian crisis. Over six years of conflict have left over 24 million in need of humanitarian 
assistance. 

Ireland is deeply concerned at the ongoing conduct of this conflict. I spoke this morning 
with the UN Special Envoy for Yemen, Martin Griffiths, about the situation.  There have been 
numerous reports of acts which are contrary to international law, including damage and destruc-
tion to civilian infrastructure, targeting of journalists, mistreatment of prisoners, the recruitment 
of child soldiers, and conflict-related sexual violence. 

International humanitarian law is clear; parties to a conflict are obliged to do everything 
possible to protect civilians. Ireland has consistently called on all parties to the conflict to re-
spect international humanitarian law and international human rights law.

At the UN Human Rights Council in 2017, Ireland was part of a core group of countries that 
drove forward the adoption of a Resolution establishing a UN Group of Eminent Experts (GEE) 
to carry out investigations into alleged violations of human rights and international humanitar-
ian law by all parties to the conflict in Yemen. The most recent report of the GEE highlights a 
consistent record of violations of IHL and human rights law. 

On 25 February 2021, Ireland supported Resolution 2564 at the UN Security Council which 
reaffirmed the need to ensure accountability for violations of international humanitarian law 
and violations and abuses of human rights in Yemen.

Ireland supports all efforts towards a sustained end to the conflict in Yemen. We call on all 
parties to the conflict to enact an immediate cessation of hostilities, and engage seriously in the 
UN led political process.

04/03/2021WRF02100Human Rights

04/03/2021WRF02200115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
the international community can take action to bring about a cessation of atrocities in Ethiopia 
and Sudan; if the perpetrators will be referred to the International Criminal Court such as hap-
pened in Liberia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12458/21]

04/03/2021WRF02300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): The 
ongoing armed conflict between the Federal Government of Ethiopia and the former regional 
authorities in Tigray, which began on 4 November, remains a major concern for Ireland. The 
conflict has had a devastating impact on the population of Tigray, and poses severe risks to the 
stability of the wider Horn of Africa region. 

Since the outbreak of hostilities in Tigray, there have been allegations of war crimes and 
of crimes against humanity. Ireland strongly support calls by the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights for independent, impartial, thorough and transparent investigations into these 
allegations, to ensure accountability and, where appropriate, justice.

On 26th February, Amnesty International reported that hundreds of unarmed civilians were 
massacred in Axum last November and that these crimes were perpetrated mainly by Eritrean 
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troops. Ireland supports the EU’s call for the withdrawal of Eritrean troops from Ethiopia, 
whose presence remains a barrier to humanitarian access and is linked to these and other alleged 
atrocities. 

Ireland raised the Tigray situation at the UN Security Council on 3 February and again to-
day, 4 March, expressing deep concern at the humanitarian situation in Tigray and calling for 
unhindered humanitarian access. Ireland also called on all parties in Tigray to comply with their 
obligations under international humanitarian law and human rights law including those related 
to the protection of civilians and prevention of sexual and gender-based violence.  

Ireland will continue to advocate for an urgent response to the humanitarian situation, and 
for a peaceful resolution to the conflict through bilateral engagement, our EU membership and 
also at the UN Security Council, where we remain actively engaged with other Council mem-
bers on further ways to address the crisis. Minister Coveney continues to raise these issues with 
key interlocuters, including with his counterparts in the region. He has condemned reported 
atrocities and identity-based attacks, and has called for the human rights of all Ethiopians to be 
upheld. 

My Department, through Irish Aid, has provided over €2.6 million to date to support the 
humanitarian response to the Tigray crisis. This includes €1.4 million to Irish NGOs within 
Tigray, €500,000 to the UN refugee agency to support the refugee response in neighbouring 
Sudan, and almost €750,000 towards humanitarian stocks, and supports for the protection of 
women and girls. 

  Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 113.

04/03/2021WRF02500Human Rights

04/03/2021WRF02600117. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the top twenty 
most serious locations globally in which conflict and crimes against humanity are most preva-
lent; the extent of efforts to bring the perpetrators to justice through the EU or UN; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12460/21]

04/03/2021WRF02700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Conflict regrettably continues to 
be prevalent throughout the world, in spite of the call made by the UN Secretary-General to 
all warring parties to pull back from hostilities during the current pandemic. It is the most sig-
nificant driver of humanitarian crises. The number and complexity of these crises globally has 
increased in recent years, as evidenced by a UN estimate that a record 239 million people are in 
need of urgent humanitarian assistance and protection. Each conflict is unique in its character, 
scale and complexity, and as such cannot be ranked by any single set of criteria of severity. 

Ireland is a strong contributor to global efforts to avoid and resolve conflict, prevent geno-
cide, and eliminate the abuse of women and children and all vulnerable groups. Central to this 
is our strong and enduring commitment to effective multilateralism, particularly through our 
membership of the European Union and the United Nations. 

The EU, through implementation of its Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), works 
globally to support the preservation of peace, the prevention of conflicts and the strengthening 
of international security. Ireland is an active participant in and contributor to CFSP implementa-
tion and in supporting EU and UN efforts to address the root causes of conflict.  

Ireland has a long tradition of contributing to UN and EU peace-support missions, including 
in some of the world’s most complex and intractable conflicts. Ireland has maintained a con-
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tinuous presence in UN peace support operations since 1958, and has more than 570 personnel 
in United Nations mandated missions overseas.  The Government is committed to participation 
in peacekeeping operations as a tangible contribution to the development of global peace and 
security.  

Accountability, including for crimes against humanity, is important not only as a means of 
pursuing justice for victims, but also as a crucial component to create stability and peace in 
post-conflict situations. A strong international criminal justice system is central to fighting im-
punity. While states bear the primary responsibility to investigate the most serious international 
crimes, Ireland regards the International Criminal Court as the cornerstone of such a system. 
Ireland, together with its EU partners is a consistent and strong supporter of the Court. We will 
also support and defend the Court throughout our term on the United Nations Security Council, 
where ensuring accountability is one of the key principles underpinning our engagement.

  Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 107.

04/03/2021WRF02900United Nations

04/03/2021WRF03000119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps now be-
ing taken to restore the status of the UN as an internationally respected entity in peacekeeping 
or peace enforcement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12462/21]

04/03/2021WRF03100120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
UN peacekeeping forces can be relied upon to protect persons at various locations in which 
abuses are currently taking place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12463/21]

04/03/2021WRF03200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
119 and 120 together.

UN peacekeeping is one of the most collaborative, effective and visible tools of the UN in 
the promotion and maintenance of peace and security across the globe. There are currently 12 
UN peacekeeping operations worldwide, with over 95,000 uniformed personnel from over 120 
countries. It is a global effort to which Ireland is fully committed- with contributions from the 
Defence Forces and An Garda Síochána, Ireland is present in more than half of the current UN 
peacekeeping operations.

UN peacekeepers are increasingly deployed to complex and volatile environments, making 
it vital that peacekeeping operations are designed to ensure effectiveness, efficiency, and focus 
on the protection of civilians. To this end, UN Secretary-General António Guterres launched a 
peacekeeping reform initiative in 2018, known as Action for Peacekeeping. It aims to refocus 
peacekeeping with more targeted mandates, stronger operations, mobilised support for political 
solutions, and better-equipped and trained forces to strengthen protection of civilians.

Ireland is fully supportive of this initiative. During our time on the Security Council, Ireland 
will work to ensure that the mandates for peacekeeping missions align with the needs of the 
people they seek to protect, and that the missions have the resources necessary to carry out their 
tasks. 

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 119.

04/03/2021WRF03400EU Membership
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04/03/2021WRF03500121. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
the situation in the western Balkans continues to be monitored with a view to eventual EU 
membership; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12464/21]

04/03/2021WRF03600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland recognises the value of 
EU accession as a transformative driver for stability and peace in the Western Balkans. We have 
always been, and will remain, a strong supporter of enlargement of the European Union, pro-
vided that candidate countries meet the necessary conditions for membership. In this regard, we 
welcome the reform agenda underway in the countries of the Western Balkans and the progress 
that has been made in the areas of security and rule of law.

In terms of monitoring the progress individual countries in the Western Balkans are making 
towards meeting the criteria for EU accession, Ireland’s embassies accredited to the Western 
Balkans continue to keep track of each country’s progress and interact closely with the EU 
Delegations based there who provide annual comprehensive reports on the reforms within each 
country.

The European Commission published its latest Annual Enlargement Package and country 
reports in October 2020. In terms of the progress of individual Western Balkan countries, Serbia 
and Montenegro are both currently negotiating Chapters of the Acquis with the EU. Serbia has 
opened negotiations on 18 Chapters, with two provisionally closed. Montenegro has opened 
all Chapters and provisionally closed three. The country reports for 2020 assessed both Serbia 
and Montenegro as having both made limited progress. Serbia needs to accelerate its reforms, 
particularly in the areas of rule of law and justice, and make significant progress in the normali-
sation of relations with Kosovo, while Montenegro must address shortcomings in the areas of 
media freedom, fight against corruption and trafficking, and turn its attention to the closing of 
Chapters.

Regarding North Macedonia and Albania, it was agreed by the European Council in March 
2020 to open negotiations with both countries. It was regrettable that Member States were un-
able to reach agreement on the draft negotiating frameworks for both countries at the November 
General Affairs Council. Ireland believes the draft negotiating frameworks should be agreed at 
the earliest available opportunity to allow the first Intergovernmental Conferences to take place 
with both countries.

Bosnia-Herzegovina has made limited progress over the last year and faces significant chal-
lenges to ensure implementation of the Commission’s 2019 recommendations in the areas of 
democracy, rule of law, fundamental rights, and public administration reform. Progress in these 
areas must be seen before the opening of accession negotiations with Bosnia-Herzegovina can 
be considered.

Kosovo is a potential candidate for Membership of the EU. The Commission’s report on 
Kosovo in 2020 noted that the political situation in Kosovo remains challenging. Rule of law, 
judicial reform, public administration reform, organised crime and normalisation of the rela-
tionship with Serbia are just some of the areas that must be comprehensively addressed in order 
for Kosovo to advance on its European path. It will be some time before Kosovo can qualify as 
a candidate country.

Ireland will continue to support the enlargement process and offer any practical assistance it 
can to candidate countries engaged in accession negotiations to the EU.

04/03/2021WRF03700Foreign Conflicts
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04/03/2021WRF03800122. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
the activities of the Boko Haram and Al Shabaab continue to be monitored by the international 
community; if a peacekeeping intervention will be possible; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [12465/21]

04/03/2021WRF03900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): Ireland 
strongly condemns the violence and terror perpetrated by Boko Haram and Al Shabaab. Ireland 
supports the EU, UN and other international efforts to reduce the influence of Boko Haram and 
Al Shabaab and to prevent their attacks, especially against civilians. Ireland continues to moni-
tor the activities of these groups and to assist populations affected by their actions.

Through Irish Aid, the Government’s official aid programme, Ireland is tackling poverty, 
hunger and exclusion which can be a driver of support for groups such as Boko Haram and 
Al Shabaab, as well as responding to humanitarian need in regions affected by conflict. This 
includes €27 million in humanitarian funding to the Lake Chad region since 2015, and also 
funding for those displaced by conflict in North-East Nigeria. Since 2012, Ireland has provided 
over €51.6 million in humanitarian assistance to Somalia, including to communities displaced 
by conflict in Al Shabaab-held areas.  With humanitarian needs in these regions likely to remain 
acute, Irish funding will continue to target those most in need.

The UN is active in the Lake Chad Basin areas affected by Boko Haram, through its Office 
for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS) and the UN Peacebuilding Commission. Ireland is 
penholder together with Niger on the UNOWAS file at the UN Security Council, working to en-
sure that UNOWAS has a clear strategic direction in its work on conflict prevention and peace-
building in West Africa. In its Presidential Statement on peace consolidation in West Africa 
of 3 February, the Security Council condemned attacks against civilians in Borno State on 28 
November 2020, and the abduction of schoolchildren in Katsina state, claimed by Boko Haram.

The UN-mandated African Union-led peacekeeping mission in Somalia (AMISOM) sup-
ports the Federal Government of Somalia in its efforts to combat Al Shabaab.  Ireland is Chair 
of the Somalia Sanctions Committee at the UN Security Council.  That Committee oversees 
an arms embargo and other tools to encourage a more peaceful and secure Somalia, including 
engagement with Al Shabaab.  This complements Ireland’s role as an EU Member State sup-
porting Somalia, including the strengthening of its government institutions.  The EU provides 
significant development funding to Somalia, and to countries affected by Boko Haram. Ireland 
is a members of the International Support Group of the Regional Stabilisation Strategy for the 
Lake Chad Basin (ISG), and has observer status at the Sahel Alliance:  both are forum which 
enable donors to coordinate support in addressing the challenges in Boko Haram-affected areas 
of the Lake Chad Basin.  

The EU has three Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) Missions in the Horn of 
Africa. A number of Irish nationals are deployed to EUCAP Somalia, including the current 
Head of Mission. In the Sahel,   Ireland currently has 19 Defence Forces personnel participating 
in EUTM Mali. Ireland also deploys one expert to the EUCAP Sahel Niger. 14 Defence Forces 
personnel are deployed in the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation Mis-
sion in Mali (MINUSMA). Ireland’s participation in these missions allows us to contribute to 
peace and security across the Sahel, help protect human rights, and put in place conditions for 
its sustainable development.

04/03/2021WRF04000Foreign Conflicts

04/03/2021WRF04100123. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the EU, UN and 
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the international community in general can assist with a view to bringing about peace in the 
Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12466/21]

04/03/2021WRF04200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland and the EU are moni-
toring developments in the region closely. The cessation of hostilities between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan remains intact under the November 2020 agreement. This is welcome, but important 
issues have yet to be addressed, including the full exchange of Prisoners of War, the removal 
from the region of foreign fighters, and the issue of the final status of Nagorno-Karabakh. Work 
to restore economic and transport ties in the region is ongoing and will be an important part of 
any foundation for regional peace. 

Access to the region remains a challenge for the international community. In December, the 
UN Secretary General stated that the UN is prepared to provide humanitarian assistance and 
we reiterate our call for all sides to allow access to UN bodies. The EU increased its contribu-
tion to humanitarian aid for the region in February by an additional €3 million, bringing the 
total contribution since the conflict began to €6.9 million. Ireland remains a strong supporter 
and contributor of funding to the International Committee of the Red Cross, which remains the 
major international humanitarian organisation present throughout the region. 

Ireland continues to support renewed efforts towards a negotiated, comprehensive and sus-
tainable settlement of the conflict, particularly on the long-term status of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
We believe the OSCE Minsk Group is the appropriate format through which to achieve this 
objective. The EU stands ready to contribute to the intensification of negotiations in this format. 
The EU, OSCE and the Council of Europe can also play important roles in post-conflict recon-
struction and reconciliation efforts through confidence building measures.

04/03/2021WRF04300Overseas Development Aid

04/03/2021WRF04400124. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
bilateral and multilateral overseas development aid continues be targeted at those locations 
most in need globally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12467/21]

04/03/2021WRF04500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): Ire-
land’s official development assistance (ODA) in 2021 will be €868 million, of which €571 mil-
lion will be managed by my Department.  This will allow Ireland to maintain its longstanding 
focus on meeting the needs of people furthest behind, such as those affected by food insecurity 
and conflict. It also allows for a continued emphasis on helping people cope with the impact of 
Covid-19 and a deepening of the Irish Aid response to climate change, targeted at those most 
in need.

Ensuring that our resources reach those in greatest need is central to our work and our ability 
to do so is well-recognised. In 2020, for example, the OECD Development Assistance Commit-
tee (DAC) highlighted Ireland as “an excellent humanitarian partner”, with its funding models a 
“useful inspiration for other DAC donors”, while respected international think-tank ODI found 
Ireland to be the most principled donor in its index, the second successive year in which Ireland 
scored highest.

Ireland’s ODA is delivered through multilateral organisations such as the UN, funding to 
Irish civil society organisations, as well as bilateral ODA spent through Irish Embassies abroad. 
Our funding is complemented by Ireland’s political and diplomatic engagement, including now 
as a member of the UN Security Council. These complementary channels ensure that Ireland’s 
ODA is directed to where it is needed most, in the most appropriate and effective way.  
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04/03/2021WRF04600Brexit Issues

04/03/2021WRF04700125. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
the business sector on the island of Ireland continues to meet the challenges of Brexit; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [12468/21]

04/03/2021WRF04800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney):  On 1 January this year the tran-
sition period provided for in the Withdrawal Agreement ended.  For almost nine weeks now, 
the UK has been outside the EU Single Market and Customs Union and the EU-UK Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement (TCA) has applied to our trade and cooperation with the UK. The Gov-
ernment has been assisting businesses as they adapt to the new trading environment, including 
the new requirements concerning customs and SPS checks and controls. While some businesses 
have experienced specific issues, more than 80% of the trucks landing in our ports from the UK 
are now being ‘green routed’ to leave our ports directly having correctly completed the required 
customs formalities prior to arriving.  

Government Departments, including my own, continue to engage with all relevant stake-
holders, whether business representative groups, retailers and individual businesses or shipping 
companies, hauliers and logistics companies, to manage the issues arising from the new trading 
relationship with the UK.  A range of Government supports, including training and grants, are in 
place to assist businesses in dealing with these changes.  This includes the Ready for Customs 
Grant of up to €9,000 per eligible employee hired, or redeployed within the business, to a dedi-
cated customs role.  Further information on these and other supports is set out at Gov.ie/Brexit.

The Government is also monitoring a number of issues in relation to the implementation and 
outworking of the TCA, including its provisions in relation to fisheries and Rules of Origin, and 
will continue to provide guidance and assistance on these matters.  Given the expected impact 
of Brexit on our fisheries sector, the Government has been engaging with EU partners, with the 
fisheries sector and coastal communities regarding possible mitigation measures.

A strong stakeholder engagement and communications programme continues to be a key 
element of our Brexit response, particularly in light of the new UK checks from 1 April.  These 
engagements provide a valuable platform to engage with sectors impacted by the post transition 
trading environment. This includes regular meetings with the hauliers and ferry companies (D/
Transport) and regular engagement at the Retail Forum (D/ETE), Enterprise Forum (D/ETE), 
Brexit Stakeholder Consultative Committee (D/AFM), Revenue’s Customs Consultative Com-
mittee and the Brexit Stakeholder Forum (D/FA), which I chair.

We and our EU partners also continue to engage with stakeholders on the island of Ireland, 
including in relation to the Protocol on Ireland / Northern Ireland.  The Protocol is designed 
to avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland, to protect vital all-island supply chains, and to 
ensure the integrity of the Single Market and Ireland’s place in it.  Commission Vice President, 
Maros Sefcovic, engaged with stakeholders North and South on the week of 15 February.

With the new UK checks coming into effect on certain EU imports from 1 April, the Gov-
ernment’s preparedness message is being recalibrated towards exporters, particularly those 
moving food and other agri-products.  In addition to a nationwide advertising campaign across 
all platforms: print, radio and digital advertising, a number of webinars for exporters are tak-
ing place throughout February and March 2021 including joint webinars from the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and Revenue Commissioners and webinars together with 
their UK counterparts (DEFRA, HMRC).  Sector-specific information and training are also 
being provided by Enterprise Ireland, Local Enterprise Offices, Bord Bia and Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara.  Further information on the steps they need to take and on the supports available are 
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provided on Gov.ie/Brexit.

04/03/2021WRF04900Human Rights

04/03/2021WRF05000126. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the actions taken 
by the EU directly or in conjunction with the UN to address issues such as the imprisonment 
of opposition leaders in the Russian Federation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12473/21]

04/03/2021WRF05100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Having survived an attempted 
poisoning on Russian soil, Mr. Navalny chose to return home of his own free will. His impris-
onment raises serious questions around the rule of law and the protection of fundamental rights. 
I am deeply concerned by the mass detentions and scenes of police violence during peaceful 
protests, linked to his arrest and imprisonment, across Russia in January and February.Ireland’s 
view on this matter has been communicated directly to the Russian Ambassador at official level 
in addition to my statements on 18 January and 3 February. EU Foreign Ministers considered 
this issue at our meeting on Monday 18 January and again on Monday 22 February. Agreement 
was reached on moving ahead with sanctions under the EU Global Human Rights Sanctions 
Regime in response to events surrounding the arrest and detention of Alexei Navalny, and these 
were published 2 March. 

On 16 February the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) granted an interim measure 
on behalf of Mr. Navalny, indicating to the Russian Government that he should be immediately 
released, on the basis of “the nature and extent of risk to the applicant’s life, demonstrated 
prima facie for the purposes of applying the interim measure, and seen in the light of the overall 
circumstances of the applicant’s current detention”. In 2017 the ECHR condemned his original 
conviction for fraud and money-laundering as “arbitrary and unfair” and ordered Russia to pay 
compensation.

Both the EU and Ireland will continue to work with the international community to keep 
pressure on the Russian Government to uphold rule of law and the protection of fundamental 
rights in Russia. I will continue to call for Russia to carry out a transparent investigation into 
the poisoning of Mr. Navalny in full cooperation with the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons.

04/03/2021WRF05200Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRF05300127. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Defence if his Department was contacted by 
CHO 8 to assist in nursing homes in early April 2020; if so, the details of any such communica-
tions and actions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12356/21]

04/03/2021WRF05400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Whilst the Defence Forces are not a pri-
mary response agency for non-security related emergencies, as defined in the Framework for 
Major Emergency Management, they provide the fullest possible assistance to the appropriate 
Lead Department in the event of a natural disaster or emergency situation in its Aid to Civil Au-
thority (ATCA) role.  In this regard, the full spectrum of Defence Forces personnel and equip-
ment, commensurate with operational requirements, is made available for deployments, within 
current means and capabilities, as the need arises.

At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, a Joint Task Force was established to coor-
dinate the Defence Forces contribution to the whole-of-Government COVID-19 response. It 
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has the authority to draw together, in a joint manner, the contribution of all of the elements of 
the Defence Forces – Army, Air Corps, Naval Service, Reserve, etc. This was provided for in a 
Defence Forces Regulation signed by and under the authority of the Minister for Defence.

The Defence Forces Joint Task Force is based in McKee Barracks and its priority from the 
beginning has been to provide support to the HSE, while retaining, at all times, a contingent ca-
pacity to provide Aid to the Civil Power support.  The wide range of supports that the Defence 
Forces have provided to the HSE, as coordinated by the Joint Task Force during the COVID-19 
crisis include:

- operation of the COVID-19 testing centre at the Aviva stadium; 

- support for contact tracing efforts;

- transportation by the Air Corps of COVID-19 tests to Germany;

- collection of PPE from more than 260 cargo flights and the ongoing storage and distribu-
tion of this PPE to various HSE sites;

- support for HSE testing efforts including through deployment of Naval Service vessels to 
Dublin, Cork and Galway; 

- PPE training to workers at Cork and Waterford harbours by Naval service personnel;

- provision of tentage and marshalling support at various HSE testing sites around the coun-
try;

- transportation of patients for testing;

- a range of non clinical and administrative supports in a number of residential care home 
facilities; 

- assistance with the fit out of temporary facilities for the HSE (for example, the HSE facili-
ties at City West and the University of Limerick);

- production and assembly of PPE using 3D printing facilities; and

- the use of lands at Ballymullen Barracks as a COVID-19 testing facility and contact trac-
ing hub.

In addition to supporting the HSE, the Defence Forces have also provided a broad range of 
supports to other Departments and Agencies.  Provision of this support was also coordinated by 
the Joint Task Force.  Examples include: 

- Support has been provided to the National Ambulance Service through Defence Forces 
ambulance and crew supports along with tele-triage supports.

- Support to the Office of Government Procurement through assistance with storage and 
distribution of PPE.

- Support to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government through the use 
of lands at Sarsfields Barracks for the location of one of the National Temporary Body Storage 
Facilities. The Defence Forces were also on standby to provide support if required at the Dublin 
based National Temporary Body Storage Facility at the Royal Hospital Kilmainham.

With regard to the specific enquiry raised by the Deputy, the Defence Forces Joint Task 
Force received no requests through the HSE from CHO 8 for Defence Forces assistance in resi-
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dential care facilities during April 2020.  

In supporting the national effort in countering Covid 19, the Defence Forces provided as-
sistance to the HSE and the National Ambulance Service in conducting a significant number of 
Covid 19 tests within residential care facilities during April 2020.

04/03/2021WRF05500Pension Provisions

04/03/2021WRF05600128. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education when retired teachers who 
receive their pension payments through the PSSC and NSSO will receive the 2% increase in the 
pay and the restoration of allowances (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [12268/21]

04/03/2021WRF05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department pays the salaries and 
pensions for current and former school staff who work or have worked in primary, secondary, 
community and comprehensive schools.  All pay and pension increases have been implemented 
for the current and former school staff who work or have worked in primary, secondary, com-
munity and comprehensive schools.  

In relation to retired staff of Education and Training Boards (ETBs), their pensions are paid 
by the Payroll Shared Service Centre (PSSC) which is part of the National Shared Services Of-
fice (NSSO).  These pensions are paid on instruction from each individual ETB.  

My officials have made enquiries with the PSSC in respect of the matter raised and I am 
informed that the PSSC are engaged in a clarification process with Education and Training 
Boards Ireland (ETBI), the representative body for the ETBs, in respect of this issue.  I un-
derstand that the relevant parties are endeavouring to finalise this clarification process as soon 
as practicable and, once this process has been finalised, the relevant pension increases will be 
implemented for this cohort of former ETB employees.

04/03/2021WRF05800State Examinations

04/03/2021WRF05900129. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education if the practical music exams are 
going ahead for leaving certificate students; and if so, the format in which the practical music 
exams will be undertaken. [12188/21]

04/03/2021WRF06000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

04/03/2021WRF06100Special Educational Needs

04/03/2021WRF06200130. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Education if additional funding will be 
made available to support second-level students who are blind or vision impaired on their return 
to the classroom given that they face additional difficulties in their home-school studies as re-
source teaching and special needs assistant supports are not available to them in a home-school 
setting; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [12199/21]
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04/03/2021WRF06300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Phase 2 
of schools reopening has seen all Primary and Post-Primary Special Classes reopened on Mon-
day 22nd February with pupils expected to attend these classes on a full-time basis.

Special classes at primary and post-primary level are supported in their return by the en-
hanced school teams put in place by the HSE and my Department. Updated guidance and infor-
mation on the supports for schools has also been made available in advance of the return.

Recognising that remote learning has been particularly challenging for some students with 
complex needs, my Department has also put in place a supplementary programme to support 
the education and/or care needs of students with complex needs at primary and post-primary 
level.

Eligibility for the programme comprises:

- All pupils enrolled in special schools and special classes in primary and post-primary 
schools 

- Pupils in mainstream primary and post-primary schools who are accessing the highest lev-
els of support in school at the School Support Plus/Support for a Few stage of the Continuum of 
Support.  This includes pupils with Autism, Down syndrome, sensory impairments, and other 
disabilities, as well as pupils who were identified for the Summer Provision Programmes of 
2020.

- Schools have flexibility to identify pupils that require the highest level of support at any 
given time. This will ensure that pupils presenting with exceptional needs due to school clo-
sures can participate in the scheme.

This programme of in-person support is intended to supplement the teaching and learn-
ing provided by the student’s school and alleviate the impact of this period of school closure 
through the provision of 5 hours per week in-person teaching or care support to be delivered in 
homes. 

An allocation of five hours per week of home-based teaching or care supports is available to 
eligible students for four weeks.  

The support programme must be delivered outside of the normal school day (i.e. evenings 
and weekends), so that the student can continue to engage as fully as possible with the teaching 
and learning provided by their school. 

Any unused hours can be delivered to families at any time before 30 April 2021, including 
during the Easter holidays. 

04/03/2021WRF06400Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRF06500131. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education her plans to revise the 
plan for the March 2021 return to school in order that in cases in which there is a confirmed case 
of Covid-19 in a class that the whole class, the class teacher and any learning support teachers 
or SNAs who have been physically in the classroom will be required to isolate and be sent for 
testing given the high prevalence of the new more transmissible Covid-19 variants in Ireland; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [12227/21]

04/03/2021WRF06600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The response to confirmed cases or out-
breaks of COVID-19 in the community or in a school is the responsibility of, and will be led 
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and managed by, Public Health HSE. My Department has confirmed with Public Health that 
the enhanced Public Health schools teams will be available to fully support schools that have 
reopened, and that full contact tracing and bulk fast-track testing within the school setting will 
resume immediately for schools as they reopen.  

In all instances where COVID-19 is positively confirmed in a school age child in com-
munity testing (referred by G.P) or as part of close contact testing in the community, Public 
Health are immediately notified and a Public Health Risk Assessment(PHRA) is initiated with 
the school by local HSE public health Schools Teams. Where COVID-19 is detected in an adult 
in the community, either through symptomatic or close contact testing and when initial contact 
tracing confirms that they work in a school setting, Public Health are immediately notified and 
the Public Health Risk Assessment(PHRA)  is initiated with the school by HSE School Teams 
in a similar way. 

The findings of the Public Health Risk Assessment (PHRA), which is undertaken by a Pub-
lic Health Doctor, where a confirmed case has attended school whilst infectious, assesses many 
different aspects of disease transmission as laid out in the Schools Pathway document and this 
determines the identification of close contacts. This enables the most accurate and effective de-
termination of the relevant information allowing tailored, measured protection and prevention 
of Covid-19 in schools

04/03/2021WRF06700Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRF06800132. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the definition of a close 
contact with regard to primary schools in the context of Covid-19; if this definition has been 
updated in view of the high prevalence of the new more transmissible variants in Ireland and 
the fact that primary school children are not required to wear face masks; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [12228/21]

04/03/2021WRF06900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has no role in provid-
ing guidance of a clinical or medical nature. However the HPSC have published the following 
definition of a close contact in an educational setting 

In accordance with current HPSC close contacts guidelines a clinical Public Health Risk 
Assessment (PHRA) will be undertaken for all educational settings where a confirmed case has 
attended whilst infectious. PHRA describes close contacts as:

- Any person who has had face to face contact within less than 1 metre with a confirmed case 
of COVID-19 for >15 minutes in a school day. 

- Any person who has been between 1 and 2 metres from a confirmed case of Covid-19 
for >15 minutes in a school day with consideration of other mitigation measures e.g. face-
coverings, pods, ventilation, IPC measures or uncertain compliance with mitigation measures 
in place (assessed through clinical PHRA)

Contacts are assessed from contact with a confirmed case of Covid-19 during their infec-
tious period - 48 hours before the onset of symptoms if symptomatic, or 24 hours before the test 
for Covid-19 was taken in those who are asymptomatic.

The response to confirmed cases or outbreaks of Covid-19 in the community or in a school 
is the responsibility of, and will be led and managed by, Public Health HSE. All decisions as to 
appropriate actions following a confirmed case or outbreak will be made by their teams in the 
context of a full Public Health Risk Assessment procedure. 
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The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) keep infection prevention and control 
measures under review in all sectors.  This includes the wearing of masks by primary school 
students and it is understood that an expert sub group will report to the NPHET on Thursday in 
this regard.  My Department will await the outcome of this advice from NPHET and any sub-
sequent Government decisions.

04/03/2021WRF07000Special Educational Needs

04/03/2021WRF07100133. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to an application by a family (details supplied) for assistive technology for their child 
which has been rejected despite the recommendations of their doctor; and if there is another 
way the required assistive technology can be provided. [12246/21]

04/03/2021WRF07200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The National Council for Special Educa-
tion (NCSE) through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is 
responsible for processing applications from schools for special educational needs supports, 
including applications for assistive technology.  SENOs then make recommendations to my 
Department. Therefore, I have referred the query in relation to this application to the NCSE for 
direct reply to the Deputy.

The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in making recommendations for sup-
port, as set out in Circular 0010/2013 which is published on my Department’s website. 

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0010_2013.pdf  

In order to qualify for equipment under the assistive technology scheme, a child must have 
been diagnosed with a physical or communicative disability and must also have a recommen-
dation in a professional assessment that the equipment is essential in order to allow the child 
to access the curriculum. It must also be clear that the existing I.T. equipment in the school is 
insufficient to meet the child’s needs.

It is open to the school to appeal this decision. The appeals process is outlined on my De-
partment’s website at the following link: 

https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/Grants-and-Additional-Support/
Assistive-Technology-Grant/

Underpinning the implementation of the Digital Strategy for Schools,  my Department pro-
vided €100m in grant funding to schools to address their ICT needs during 2020. Schools were 
advised that they can use this funding to support the continuity of teaching and learning should 
a period of partial or full school closure occur arising from Public Health advice owing to Co-
vid-19 restrictions as is the current situation.

This ICT Grant funding issues to schools, as schools are best placed to identify the require-
ments of their own student cohort and to meet those requirements. In the context of the current 
public health crisis this funding can be focused on assisting schools to address ICT needs in-
cluding devices, software and other ICT solutions to support the provision of remote learning.  
This can include the purchase of ICT devices including laptops, which can be shared with stu-
dents who do not have access to devices, essential learning platforms and other ICT infrastruc-
ture to support the provision of remote learning. 

04/03/2021WRG00200State Examinations
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04/03/2021WRG00300134. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education if details with regard to oral 
examinations will be clarified (details supplied). [12253/21]

04/03/2021WRG00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): On 17 February, I confirmed that Leav-
ing Certificate 2021 examinations will proceed and students will also have the alternative op-
tion of applying for grades accredited by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), to be 
known as SEC-Accredited Grades.

This decision follows intensive engagement with education stakeholders bilaterally and 
through the Planning for State Examinations 2021 Advisory Group and sub-group.

This decision ensures for every student a method to assess their learning and attainment at 
the end of their post-primary education and to progress to higher and further education, and the 
world of work.

Putting in place both the examination and a corresponding measure of SEC-Accredited 
Grades is essential to ensuring a fair system, having regard to the extraordinary circumstances 
of the pandemic and the loss of learning that has occurred for this group of students due to the 
interruption of in-person teaching and learning during the periods of school closure.

Under the SEC-Accredited Grades process, students will have the opportunity to opt to 
receive an SEC-Accredited Grade. They can also opt to sit the Leaving Certificate Examina-
tion. Students will opt into these processes on a subject by subject basis. Where students opt 
for SEC-Accredited Grades and the examinations they will be credited with the better of their 
results from the two processes, on a subject by subject basis. 

It is my view is that students must be afforded the choice as to whether to sit the examina-
tions, including the oral and coursework components, as it would be entirely unfair to students 
to require them to participate in these elements, given the disruption in learning which has oc-
curred.  The oral and coursework components of the examinations will not form part of the Ac-
credited Grade process.  However, when estimating marks for the Accredited Grades, teachers 
will be asked to consider the student’s progress and likely performance across all components 
of the subject – oral, practical and written. This will ensure that the estimated mark submitted 
by the school to the SEC reflects the candidate’s work and progress across all aspects of the 
subject. 

04/03/2021WRG00500Special Educational Needs Staff

04/03/2021WRG00600135. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Education if a course (details supplied) 
will be accredited at an early date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [12254/21]

04/03/2021WRG00700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Special 
Needs Assistants (SNAs) play a huge role in helping to ensure the inclusion of pupils with sig-
nificant care needs in education and in school life.  This was acknowledged in the Comprehen-
sive Review of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme (SNAs) published by the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) in 2018. 

The Review made a number of recommendations regarding SNAs and the need for a more 
broadly based set of supports including therapeutic supports for pupils with complex needs.   
The Review also referenced the training needs of SNAs.  In this regard, the NCSE recommend-
ed that a new national training programme at Level 5 of the National Qualification Framework 
be developed for existing SNAs who do not have the requisite level of training and for new 
SNAs on appointment.  The NCSE also recommended that training tailored to the specific com-
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plex needs of some students being cared for by SNAs would also be provided.  

The policy advice has been considered by the Department. It was decided that priority 
should be given to the development of a training programme for SNAs who may not have had 
a recent opportunity to access a training programme tailored to their role.  

A public procurement competition was held for the development and delivery of a new 
national training programme for SNAs. A detailed specification of need and learning outcomes 
was developed and published for the competition. Formal accreditation to the National Quali-
fications Framework was not a requirement for the programme. Following evaluation of the 
tenders received, the contract was awarded to University College Dublin (UCD) School of 
Education, in conjunction with UCD School of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Systems.  

UCD has a strong reputation in the world of education and training.  It brings with it a 
wealth of experience and research knowledge in the training and has very strong quality assur-
ance arrangements for its programmes.  Feedback from programme participants is a key feature 
of this quality assurance process.  

This new programme aims to enhance the knowledge, skills and expertise of SNAs whose 
work is central to the inclusion of students with additional care and complex needs in school 
life.   

The programme consists of five modules, delivered online over a 10-month period. Flexibil-
ity is a key part of the approach to the delivery of the programme and participation is voluntary. 

The programme is fully funded by my Department and delivered at no cost to the SNA.

Completion of the programme may serve as a stepping stone to further education opportuni-
ties in the area. 

Each participant who completes the programme successfully will receive a certificate from 
UCD School of Education which may be of assistance in pursuing further education.  

€2.45m will be allocated to this programme over the next 4 year period based on a full 
uptake of 3,500 SNAs. The first cohort of 500 SNAs enrolled in January and this phase was 
oversubscribed.  

This is the first national training programme for SNAs employed in our schools and is 
tailored to their needs.  The programme will be evaluated and the outcome will inform the ap-
proach to the training of SNAs in the future.

The Department recognises that a more strategic approach is required for the training of 
SNAs.  This would deal with a number of matters including the identification of need and the 
provision of appropriate training programmes.  The issue of programme accreditation will be 
considered further in this context.  I look forward to its development.

I am satisfied that the new training programme for SNAs now in place is of high quality and 
will help to enhance the experience of children with special needs in our schools.

04/03/2021WRG00800Special Educational Needs Staff

04/03/2021WRG00900136. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education her views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding accreditation for SNAs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[12269/21]
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04/03/2021WRG01000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Special 
Needs Assistants (SNAs) play a huge role in helping to ensure the inclusion of pupils with sig-
nificant care needs in education and in school life.  This was acknowledged in the Comprehen-
sive Review of the Special Needs Assistant Scheme (SNAs) published by the National Council 
for Special Education (NCSE) in 2018. 

The Review made a number of recommendations regarding SNAs and the need for a more 
broadly based set of supports including therapeutic supports for pupils with complex needs.   
The Review also referenced the training needs of SNAs.  In this regard, the NCSE recommend-
ed that a new national training programme at Level 5 of the National Qualification Framework 
be developed for existing SNAs who do not have the requisite level of training and for new 
SNAs on appointment.  The NCSE also recommended that training tailored to the specific com-
plex needs of some students being cared for by SNAs would also be provided.  

The policy advice has been considered by the Department. It was decided that priority 
should be given to the development of a training programme for SNAs who may not have had 
a recent opportunity to access a training programme tailored to their role.  

A public procurement competition was held for the development and delivery of a new 
national training programme for SNAs. A detailed specification of need and learning outcomes 
was developed and published for the competition. Formal accreditation to the National Quali-
fications Framework was not a requirement for the programme. Following evaluation of the 
tenders received, the contract was awarded to University College Dublin (UCD) School of 
Education, in conjunction with UCD School of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Systems.  

UCD has a strong reputation in the world of education and training.  It brings with it a 
wealth of experience and research knowledge in the training and has very strong quality assur-
ance arrangements for its programmes.  Feedback from programme participants is a key feature 
of this quality assurance process.  

This new programme aims to enhance the knowledge, skills and expertise of SNAs whose 
work is central to the inclusion of students with additional care and complex needs in school 
life.   

The programme consists of five modules, delivered online over a 10-month period. Flexibil-
ity is a key part of the approach to the delivery of the programme and participation is voluntary. 

The programme is fully funded by my Department and delivered at no cost to the SNA.

Completion of the programme may serve as a stepping stone to further education opportuni-
ties in the area. 

Each participant who completes the programme successfully will receive a certificate from 
UCD School of Education which may be of assistance in pursuing further education.  

€2.45m will be allocated to this programme over the next 4 year period based on a full 
uptake of 3,500 SNAs. The first cohort of 500 SNAs enrolled in January and this phase was 
oversubscribed.  

This is the first national training programme for SNAs employed in our schools and is 
tailored to their needs.  The programme will be evaluated and the outcome will inform the ap-
proach to the training of SNAs in the future.

The Department recognises that a more strategic approach is required for the training of 
SNAs.  This would deal with a number of matters including the identification of need and the 



4 March 2021

83

provision of appropriate training programmes.  The issue of programme accreditation will be 
considered further in this context.  I look forward to its development.

I am satisfied that the new training programme for SNAs now in place is of high quality and 
will help to enhance the experience of children with special needs in our schools.

04/03/2021WRG01100Special Educational Needs

04/03/2021WRG01200137. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education the number of placements 
available to a special school for a child aged 7 in north County Dublin; and the actions that can 
be taken for a child who has been offered a place in mainstream school with a SNA which is 
totally unsuitable for the child. [12282/21]

04/03/2021WRG01300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs 
is a priority for this Government. 

This year, over 20% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs.   As a result, the numbers of special education teachers, 
SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels.  

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.   

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is planning a further expan-
sion of special class and special school places nationally, to meet identified need. This process 
is ongoing.  

Notwithstanding the extent of the investment in special education and the supports which 
have been put in place, I am also very conscious that there are some parts of the country, includ-
ing the area referenced, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns 
regarding a shortage of school places.  

I can assure the Deputy that the NCSE is acutely aware of these concerns and is continuing 
its engagement with schools, patron bodies, parents and other stakeholders to bring the required 
additional special education placements on stream.  

My Department will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the 
necessary funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an 
education and I want to reassure you that the delivery of the necessary additional provision is 
being progressed as an absolute priority. 

In circumstances, where no placement is available for a child with special educational 
needs, the Department can provide Home Tuition grant funding towards the provision of 20 
hours home tuition per week as an interim measure until the NCSE confirms that a placement 
is available. 

I can also reassure the Deputy that the local SENOs continue to be available to assist and 
advise parents of children with special educational needs. 

Information on the list of schools with special classes together with SENO contact details is 
available at www.ncse.ie
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04/03/2021WRG01400Special Educational Needs Staff

04/03/2021WRG01500138. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education if a special needs assistant is 
permitted to work until the age of 70 years if they wish to do so, the social welfare and pension 
entitlements of a SNA in the case that they must retire at an earlier age than 70 years; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [12294/21]

04/03/2021WRG01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to confirm to the Deputy that 
Special Needs Assistants employed by the Department of Education, who are members of the 
original pension scheme, are permitted to work to the age of 70, and if employed on a contract 
of employment that extends to that date. If they are new entrants to the original pension scheme, 
they are permitted to work beyond the age of 70 if their contract extends beyond this date.  
SNAs who are members of the Single Pension Scheme are required to retire when they reach 
the retirement age of 66.  All SNAs are Class A PRSI contributors and will receive a pension 
and lump sum from my Department at retirement, and as they may also have an entitlement to 
an additional social welfare payment, they should make direct contact with the Department of 
Social Protection to establish what entitlements they may have from that Department.  

If an individual scheme member has a specific pension-related query, they can contact the 
Pension Unit of my Department at pensions@education.gov.ie providing their name, date of 
birth, PPSN, and the relevant officials will then be enabled to respond with a reply tailored spe-
cifically to the individual concerned. 

04/03/2021WRG01700Home School Community Liaison Scheme

04/03/2021WRG01800139. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education if she will allocate a dedi-
cated home school community liaison coordinator to a school (details supplied). [12307/21]

04/03/2021WRG01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I understand from my officials that the 
school in question has the services of a Home School Community Liaison Coordinator (HSCL) 
post shared with another school. 

Work by my Department on the refinement of the new DEIS identification model is near-
ing completion. A detailed analysis of school enrolment data and the latest data available from 
Census 2016, using the HP Deprivation Index, was carried out by members of the DEIS Tech-
nical Group. This group contains representatives of the Department’s Statistics and Social In-
clusion Units, the Inspectorate and the Educational Research Centre. This group commenced 
a consultation process with education stakeholder representatives on the technical aspects and 
implementation of the model and are concluding work on some final elements of the model. It 
is envisaged that this will then provide the basis for development of a DEIS resource allocation 
system to match resources to identified need. Until this work is complete, I do not envisage that 
there will be any changes to the HSCL allocation to DEIS schools.

However, in light of the need to support students who have missed on learning opportunities 
as a result of Covid-19 school closures, it is vital that DEIS schools catering for those students 
from poorer socio-economic backgrounds receive continued support. Hence I have targeted the 
funding available where it can best support those in need. 

As part of the Budget 2021 measures to tackle educational disadvantage, on 1st March 2021 
I announced a one-point reduction in the staffing schedule to reduce class-size in all DEIS Ur-
ban Band 1 primary schools. Additionally to support attendance and participation of vulnerable 
learners and those at risk of education disadvantage in DEIS schools, I provided a 5% increase 
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in funding for the School Completion Programme. 

04/03/2021WRG02000Early Start Programme

04/03/2021WRG02100140. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education if she will maintain the early 
start programme in all schools currently enrolled in the scheme; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [12308/21]

04/03/2021WRG02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Early Start programme was estab-
lished in 1994, and is a one-year intervention to meet the needs of children aged between 3 
years and 5 years who are at risk of not reaching their potential within the school system. It in-
volves an educational programme to enhance overall development, help prevent school failure 
and offset the effects of social disadvantage. Parental involvement is one of the core elements 
of the programme in recognition of the parent/guardian as the prime educator of the child and 
to encourage the parent/guardian to become involved in his/her child’s education.

Since the inception of Early Start, the early childhood education and care landscape has 
changed significantly with the introduction of the ECCE scheme in 2010, and the extension of 
the scheme to two years in 2018.  The ECCE scheme is under the remit of my colleague the 
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, and officials of my Depart-
ment and its agencies co-operate closely with that Department, particularly in relation to Síolta 
and Aistear, the national quality and curriculum frameworks for early years care and education.

While the ECCE scheme is the national universal two-year pre-school programme available 
to all children, the Early Start programme continues to run in 40 primary schools in designated 
areas of urban disadvantage, and in the 2020/21 school year there are 905 children enrolled.

04/03/2021WRG02300School Accommodation

04/03/2021WRG02400141. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education the number of classrooms that 
are to be provided in a new school (details supplied) in County Dublin. [12320/21]

04/03/2021WRG02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school to which the Deputy refers 
opened in September 2020 in interim accommodation.  

The permanent school building, when constructed, will provide 16 mainstream classrooms, 
a 2 classroom Special Education Needs Base and appropriate ancillary accommodation. 

04/03/2021WRG02600Special Educational Needs

04/03/2021WRG02700142. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education her plans for a new special 
needs school in Crumlin, Dublin 12; the location of the school; the capacity of the proposed 
school; and the timeline for its completion. [12327/21]

04/03/2021WRG02800Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
very pleased to have secured agreement to open a new special school on the campus of the for-
mer Scoil Colm in Crumlin, Dublin 12. This is a much-needed development which will help to 
meet the demand for special school places in the area.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has identified that appropriate provi-
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sion is currently required for approximately 40 special school places for students with autism 
and general learning disabilities in South Dublin.

This provision is required to be made available at the earliest possible date but no later than 
the beginning of the 2021/22 school-year.  

While the initial provision of 40 placements is intended to provide for those students identi-
fied by the NCSE, it is also intended that any remaining placements will be made available to 
children in South Dublin with complex needs that require special school placement.

The NCSE will determine the staffing level for the school in line with normal procedures.

My Department will also consider whatever other supports are necessary to ensure the 
school is in a position to cater for the needs of these students upon enrolment.  

I can assure the Deputy that my Department is working with the Patron to advance the ar-
rangements for the opening of the new school. 

04/03/2021WRG02900School Admissions

04/03/2021WRG03000143. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education the education supports and 
school place options available for a person (details supplied) who currently is not able to access 
a school place appropriate to their special needs. [12328/21]

04/03/2021WRG03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government. 

This year, over 20% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs.   As a result, the numbers of special education teachers, 
SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels.  

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.   

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is planning a further expan-
sion of special class and special school places nationally, to meet identified need. This process 
is ongoing.  

Notwithstanding the extent of the investment in special education and the supports which 
have been put in place I am also very conscious that there are some parts of the country, includ-
ing the area referenced, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns 
regarding a shortage of school places.  

I can assure the Deputy that the NCSE is acutely aware of these concerns and is continuing 
its engagement with schools, patron bodies, parents and other stakeholders to bring the required 
additional special education placements on stream.  

My Department will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the 
necessary funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an 
education and I want to reassure you that the delivery of the necessary additional provision is 
being progressed as an absolute priority. 



4 March 2021

87

In circumstances, where no placement is available for a child with special educational 
needs, the Department can provide Home Tuition grant funding towards the provision of 20 
hours home tuition per week as an interim measure until the NCSE confirms that a placement 
is available. 

I can confirm that in the specific case referenced by the Deputy, 20 hours Home Tuition per 
week has been approved.

I also understand that the local SENO is currently engaging with, and remains available, to 
support the family in finding a suitable placement.

04/03/2021WRG03200Schools Building Projects

04/03/2021WRG03300144. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 712 of 30 July 2020, if the stage 2b report for new school building works at a 
school (details supplied) has now been submitted; if so, when the board of management will be 
contacted; the date on which building works will commence; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [12340/21]

04/03/2021WRG03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The major building project for the school 
referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed 
Design which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of tender 
documents.  All statutory approvals have been secured. 

The Design Team has recently submitted the Stage 2(b) Report for review to my Depart-
ment.   

Upon review and approval of the Stage 2(b) report my Department will revert to the school 
regarding the further progression of this project including pre-qualification of contractors.  Pre-
qualification normally takes between 8 and 12 weeks to complete. 

Upon completion of the pre-qualification process and subject to no issues arising, the proj-
ect will then be progressed to tender stage.  A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 
months to complete.

04/03/2021WRG03500Schools Building Projects

04/03/2021WRG03600145. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Education the position regarding the 
new school build for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[12388/21]

04/03/2021WRG03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project for St Francis Spe-
cial School is currently under construction and is nearing completion. 

It is anticipated that the project will be completed by the end of Quarter 1 2020. 

04/03/2021WRG03800Schools Building Projects

04/03/2021WRG03900146. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education when school building works 
for a school (details supplied) in County Dublin will commence; the reason for the delay; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [12418/21]
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04/03/2021WRG04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): With regard to the building works in rela-
tion to the school to which the Deputy refers I can confirm that the contractor commenced on 
site on 2 March 2021.  The anticipated handover of this accommodation is late May 2021.  The 
reason for the delay in commencing works was primarily due to Covid-19 and to the finalizing 
of the Licence Agreement.

My Department’s officials have kept the school authority fully briefed in relation to this 
project. 

04/03/2021WRG04100Exceptional Needs Payment

04/03/2021WRG04200147. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if payment will 
be made to a person (details supplied) as a matter of urgency notwithstanding the normal re-
quirements for payment of basic social welfare entitlement without reference to six-month bank 
statements given that the applicant has been homeless for the past two years and that they have 
provided information in response to all other requests; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [12471/21]

04/03/2021WRG04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An application for Sup-
plementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) has been received from the person concerned and is 
currently being processed. There are a number of issues that need to be further investigated, but 
pending a formal decision on that application I can confirm that an Exceptional Needs Payment 
(ENP) will be made to the person this week.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

04/03/2021WRG04400Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

04/03/2021WRG04500148. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
childcare workers who are in receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment on a weekly ba-
sis from 21 December 2020 to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [12207/21]

04/03/2021WRG04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The information request-
ed by the Deputy is set out in the table below, and includes those in receipt of the pandemic 
unemployment payment for the weeks specified who were working in either pre-primary edu-
cation or in child day-care activities. This breakdown is based on the sector of the last known 
employer. 

Week Commencing  Total
 21 December 2020  1,992
 28 December 2020  2,031
 04 January 2021  2,163
 11 January 2021  3,212
 18 January 2021  4,009
 25 January 2021  4,136
 01 February 2021  4,175
 08 February 2021  4,189
 15 February 2021  4,037
 22 February 2021  3,943
 01 March 2021  3,880
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04/03/2021WRG04700Social Welfare Eligibility

04/03/2021WRG04800149. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration 
will be given to extending the short-term work payment for persons (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [12236/21]

04/03/2021WRG04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Short-time work sup-
port scheme operated under the Jobseekers benefit scheme is designed to support employees in 
situations where their days are reduced by their employer on a temporary basis and they are not 
being remunerated for the days. 

An individual’s duration of eligibility for the Short time work support will depend on their 
PRSI contributions.  The support is paid for 234 days for people with 260 or more paid contri-
butions.  It is paid for 156 days for people with fewer than 260 paid contributions. 

Where a person has exhausted their entitlement to Short Time Work Support they may be 
eligible for the means tested Jobseekers Allowance scheme.

I would advise the individuals involved engage with their Intreo Centre to assess their op-
tions. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

04/03/2021WRG05000Jobseeker’s Allowance

04/03/2021WRG05100150. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a 
jobseeker’s allowance application appeal by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [12238/21]

04/03/2021WRG05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered with that 
office on 7 December 2020.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  These papers were received on 4 January 2021. 

On 5 January 2021 the appeal was assigned to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary 
decision on the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an 
oral hearing.  Hearings are currently being conducted online or by telephone. Due to the current 
level of Covid-19 restrictions in-person oral appeal hearings have been suspended.

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/03/2021WRG05300Electricity Supply Board

04/03/2021WRG05400151. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if stamps from 
an ESB pension can be converted to stamps for a contributory pension; if stamps can be bought 
towards a contributory pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [12243/21]



Questions - Written Answers

90

04/03/2021WRG05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Following contact by an 
official of my Department with the Deputy’s office, I understand that the question relates to an 
individual social insurance contributor.  

During his employment with the ESB, the person concerned was paying the modified class 
D social insurance rate that applied to public servants who were recruited prior to 6th April 
1995. This class of social insurance gives contributors access to a limited range of social insur-
ance benefits such as carer’s benefit, guardian’s payment (contributory), occupational injury 
benefit, parents’ benefit and widow’s, widowers or surviving civil partner’s (contributory)  pen-
sion.  It does not give entitlement to the State pension (contributory).  

As social insurance contributions are made in accordance with the legislation in force at the 
time they  are made, there is no provision to retrospectively convert the class of social insurance 
to another class of social insurance or to facilitate contributors making additional payments in 
order to establish an entitlement to the State pension (contributory).  

Persons under the pensionable age of 66 who cease to be covered by compulsory social 
insurance either as an employee or as a self-employed person may opt to become insured on 
a voluntary basis and pay voluntary contributions provided certain contribution conditions are 
satisfied.  The class of voluntary contributions that applies is based on the last class of com-
pulsory social insurance paid prior to becoming a voluntary contributor. There is no provision 
for the payment of voluntary contributions whilst simultaneously participating in compulsory 
insurable employment.  

I understand that following the cessation of his employment with the ESB in 2016, the 
person concerned commenced employment in January 2017 and is making social insurance 
contributions at class A.  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

04/03/2021WRG05600Community Employment Schemes

04/03/2021WRG05700152. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she plans to review 
the eligibility criteria for community employment schemes for those over 55 years of age who 
have been moved from jobseeker’s allowance due to changes in budget 2020; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [12244/21]

04/03/2021WRG05800Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): On 
clarification with the Deputy’s office, the question refers to participants over 55 who had al-
ready moved from Community Employment (CE) to jobseekers allowance in 2020 in line with 
the 2017 rule changes.  

The Deputy may be aware that Minister Humphreys and I held an online meeting on Wednes-
day, 27th January with representatives from the CE sponsoring authorities. The representatives 
outlined a range of issues that are causing concern within their schemes.   

One of the issues raised by CE sponsors was the implications of an interpterion of a 2017 
rule change that affected CE participants aged 55 years and older who were on CE in July 2017.  
Following an examination by Departmental officials, I wish to confirm that those CE partici-
pants who were impacted by that rule change in July 2017, now have the option of remaining 
on CE for a maximum of six consecutive years, in accordance with the terms of the 2017 saver 
clause. 
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This provision may also apply to a number of former CE participants who finished up on CE 
during 2020 and moved to jobseekers allowance.   Each case will be reviewed in line with the 
terms of the 2017 saver clause and Department staff will work with CE sponsoring authorities 
to identify eligible CE participants. 

The Deputy may wish to note that since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, my Department 
has introduced a number of contingency measures, including the extension of CE participant 
contracts that were due to finish during Level-5 periods of public health restrictions.  The cur-
rent contract end date has recently been extended further until 2nd July, 2021.    These latest 
extensions is of direct benefit to approximately 7,000 of  employment support scheme partici-
pants whose contracts were due to end since last October.  These extensions also directly ben-
efited the cohort  CE participants mentioned in the question by the Deputy.  Under the terms of 
these contract extensions, in place since last October,  CE participants did not exit schemes and 
should not therefore have moved onto jobseekers payments. 

I am fully committed to the future of this programme and will continue to support and im-
prove the programme for the benefit of the CE participants and the valuable contribution being 
made to local communities through the provision of services.

04/03/2021WRG05900Redundancy Payments

04/03/2021WRG06000153. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount that has been 
paid into the social fund from employers who have made employees redundant in each of the 
years 2010 to 2020; the amount in cases in which the State had to pay for each of the years; the 
number of family homes on which a charge is being placed or executed each year; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [12263/21]

04/03/2021WRG06100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Redundancy Pay-
ments Act 1967, as amended, requires employers to make a minimum level of payment to 
employees in the event of a redundancy. It is the employer’s responsibility to pay redundancy 
payments to all eligible employees at this minimum rate as provided for under the Act.  Policy 
responsibility for the schemes transferred to the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment 
on 14th October 2020.  While employers are required to notify the Minister for Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment of the potential for collective redundancies, employers are not required 
to submit a notification of actual redundancies that have occurred. As a consequence, there is 
no central record of redundancies each year and consequently no potential to identify levels of 
PRSI paid by these employers into the Social Insurance Fund (SIF).   

Under the Redundancy Payment Scheme, it is only where an employer is unable to pay 
statutory redundancy due to financial difficulties that an application may be submitted to the 
Department of Social Protection for the payment of statutory redundancy entitlements from the 
SIF.  Details of the number of applications received since 2010 and the associated costs under 
the Redundancy Payments Scheme is shown below. 

When a redundancy payment is made from the SIF, the employer is notified of the amount 
owed and a debt is recorded for recovery from the employer as provided for under Sections 
32 and 43 of the Redundancy Payments Act.  A recovery plan takes into account the current 
financial situation of the employer and their capacity to repay the outstanding debt with each 
case dealt with on its own merits.  This includes agreeing arrangements whereby the debt can 
be recovered by way of instalments over a period of time. The Department of Social Protection 
has not commenced any enforcement action, nor attempted to take possession of any family 
home as part of in order to recover outstanding debts to the Social Insurance Fund as a result of 
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payments made under the Redundancy Payments Scheme.  

Year Applications received under the Redundancy 
Payments Scheme

Redundancy Payments Scheme Expenditure

2010 58,731 €40.86m
2011 49,762 €41.48m
2012 33,072 €134.32m
2013 14,088 €76.59m
2014 6,883 €58.51m
2015 4,333 €32.76m
2016 4,372 €30.99m
2017 3,056 €23.49m
2018 2,845 €18.91m
2019 2,446 €26.82m
2020 4,157 €37.1m* *Estimated Expenditure. 2020 Account 

not finalised 

Note: Applications received from 2010-2013 include applications under the rebate scheme 
which was discontinued in 2013. The expenditure shown above excludes costs associated with 
those rebates. 

04/03/2021WRG06200Social Insurance

04/03/2021WRG06300154. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Social Protection if PRSI contributions 
will be paid to those persons in receipt of the new interim payment in which they retire at the 
age of 65 years and are in receipt of the interim payment until they are eligible for the State 
pension at 66 years. [12318/21]

04/03/2021WRG06400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The new Benefit Payment 
for 65 Year Olds has been introduced in line with the Programme for Government commitment, 
to provide a benefit payment for people who are  65  who are required to or who choose to retire 
at age 65 but who do not qualify for the State Pension until they reach age 66. Recipients of the 
new payment are not required to sign on, engage in activation measures or be available for and 
genuinely seeking work. 

While in receipt of the Benefit Payment for 65 Year Olds, a person may continue to get 
credited contributions on their social insurance record if they had an entitlement to them at the 
start of the claim. Credited contributions are usually awarded at the same rate as the person’s 
last paid social insurance contribution.  For example, if a person paid social insurance at Class 
A in their last employment and is eligible for credits, they will protect the person’s entitlement 
to Class A social insurance benefits.  Credited contributions act to protect a person’s entitlement 
to social insurance benefits and pensions in the future.  Credits are not provided in respect of 
employments where the social insurance classes J or S apply.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

04/03/2021WRG06500Carer’s Allowance

04/03/2021WRG06600155. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons in receipt of carer’s allowance; the number who are on a reduced rate of carer’s allowance; 
the breakdown of these rates by the number of persons receiving a carer’s allowance payment 
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of under €100, €150 and €200, respectively in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [12324/21]

04/03/2021WRG06700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s allowance (CA) 
is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident in the 
State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who requires this 
level of care. The means test for CA has been eased significantly over the years and is now the 
most generous in the social welfare system, with an income disregard of €332.50 per week or 
€665 for a couple. Additionally, while assessed means can change the rate of payment on CA, 
the age of the person providing care and the number of people the person is providing care to 
also impact the payable rate. The rates of payment are set out in the Social Welfare Rates of 
Payment booklet SW19, which is available at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6aec4d-cur-
rent-rates-of-payment-for-social-welfare-payments-sw19/ .

Information requested by the Deputy in respect of CA is set out in the tables below. Please 
note that these numbers refer to all CA recipients, and as such are inclusive of recipients of half-
rate CA. Half-rate CA enables people to retain certain primary social welfare payments if they 
are providing care to another person. 

 Table 1: CA recipients January 2021

 Receiving maximum applicable rate Receiving reduced rate 

 Total Recipients 43,251 45,585

 Aged under 66, caring for 1 person 35,100 27,952

 Aged under 66, caring for more than 1 person 6,388 2,649

 Aged 66 or older, caring for 1 person 1,607 14,632

 Aged 66 or older, caring for more than 1 person 156 352

Table 2: CA   recipients aged under 66 in January 2021 receiving less than €200 per 
week

 &lt; €100 €100-€149 €150-€199 

 CA recipients 1,694 23,756 3,502

 of whom, caring for one person  1,623 23,637 1,602 

 of whom, caring for more than  one person  71  119 1,900 

Table 3: CA   recipients aged 66 or older in January 2021 receiving less than €200 per 
week

 &lt; €100 €100-€149 €150-€199 

 CA recipients 1,694 23,756 3,502

 of whom, caring for one person  1,623 23,637 1,602 

 of whom, caring for more than  one person  71  119 1,900 

04/03/2021WRG06800Carer’s Allowance

04/03/2021WRG06900156. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons in receipt of the half-rate of carer’s allowance; the corresponding social welfare payment 
they are in receipt of; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [12325/21]

04/03/2021WRG07000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The table beneath details 
the number of recipients in receipt of the Half Rate Carer’s Allowance payment and the cor-
responding social welfare payment that they are receiving. The figures pertain to the month 
ending 31/01/2021. 
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Corresponding Social Welfare Payment Total Persons in receipt of Half Rate Carer’s Allowance

Back to Work Employee Increase for a Qualified Adult 13

Back to Work Self Employed Increase for a Qualified Adult 16

Blind Pension 23

Blind Pension Increase for a Qualified Adult 50

Death Benefit 10

Deserted Wife’s Benefit 267

Disability Allowance 3,808

Disability Allowance  Increase for a Qualified Adult 3,763

Disablement 10

Farm Assist 180

Farm Assist Increase  for a Qualified Adult 118

Illness Benefit 1,387

Illness Benefit  Increase for a Qualified Adult 473

Incapacity Supplement 9

Incapacity Supplement  Increase for a Qualified Adult 16

Injury Benefit 15

Injury Benefit  Increase for a Qualified Adult 20

Invalidity Pension 2,158

Invalidity Pension  Increase for a Qualified Adult 1,900

Jobseeker’s Allowance  Increase for a Qualified Adult 2,150

Jobseeker’s Benefit  Increase for a Qualified Adult 220

Maternity Benefit 81

Not in receipt of  another Social Welfare Payment 1,242

One-Parent Family Payment 8,011

Pre-Retirement  Allowance 28

Pre-Retirement Allowance Increase for a Qualified Adult Allowance 13

State Pension (Contributory) 6,702

State Pension  (Contributory) Increase for a Qualified Adult 2,318

State Pension  (Non-Contributory) 2,743

State Pension  (Non-Contributory) Increase for a Qualified Adult 524

State Pension Transition 89

State Pension Transition Increase for a Qualified Adult 19

Widow’s / Widower’s (Contributory) Pension 1,844

Widow’s / Widower’s  (Non-Contributory) Pension 141

Total 40,361

04/03/2021WRG07100Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

04/03/2021WRG07200157. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason workers 
in the aviation industry on casual contracts due to Covid-19 are not entitled to the pandemic 
unemployment payment. [12368/21]

04/03/2021WRG07300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The COVID-19 Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (PUP) is a statutory income support payment for employees and self-
employed people who have lost their employment due to the COVID-19 Public health emer-
gency.  The scheme was due to expire on 31st March but Government has agreed to keep it open 
to new applicants and payments will continue until 30 June 2021.  Where a person who was in 
receipt of the PUP closed their claim to return to work but becomes unemployed again due to 
COVID-19 they may  reapply for PUP.  

In cases where a person’s working hours have been reduced employees may claim part-time 
jobseeker payments or Short-Time Work Support payments under Jobseekers Benefit for days 
of unemployment where they are not being remunerated. 
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To qualify for a jobseeker’s payment a person must be unemployed for at least 4 days out 
of 7 consecutive days.  Jobseekers Benefit is available to people who have sufficient social 
insurance contributions paid and satisfy the other qualifying conditions of the scheme.  Where 
a person does not qualify for Jobseekers Benefit they may be eligible for the means tested Job-
seekers Allowance scheme.

In the case of a person who was casually employed and receiving a jobseeker’s payment, 
and subsequently becomes unemployed as a result of the COVID-19 emergency, they may ap-
ply for PUP. 

Any person who is experiencing financial hardship may apply for support under the means 
tested Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme, including Exceptional and Urgent Needs 
payments, depending on an individuals circumstances. 

I hope that this clarifies the position for you.  

04/03/2021WRG07400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

04/03/2021WRG07500158. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if he has considered updating the application criteria for the Covid-19 operat-
ing support payment to ensure as many providers as necessary can avail of these supports; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [12301/21]

04/03/2021WRG07600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Covid-19 Operating Support Payment (COSP) is a short-term, temporary 
sustainability support that was initially available for the period 1 February to 5 March, and has 
now been extended to 26 March. It is intended to support early learning and care (ELC) and 
school-age childcare (SAC) services that are very reliant on parental fees to remain sustainable 
during the period of high level Covid-19 restrictions, while meeting the condition of not charg-
ing fees for families whose children are not attending the service during this period of restricted 
opening. It is not intended to replace foregone parental fees. 

Given the very short time-period for which it will apply, the COSP was designed to support 
ease of administration, with a very simple application process. Eligibility for the COSP was 
determined on the basis of transparent, objective criteria, which were selected on the basis that 
they were likely to identify those services that are most reliant on parental fees.

The criteria reflect the continued availability of the enhanced Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS) rates (which are estimated to meet 80% of payroll costs or 50% of operating 
costs), up to 100% continued funding of schemes operated by my Department, and receipt of 
parental fees for children attending services that are open. Closed services have reduced operat-
ing costs.

I acknowledge that some services that are reliant on parental fees may not meet the criteria 
– it is open to such services to apply for sustainability funding if the service has sustainability 
concerns as a result of the current restrictions. On 26 February my Department announced the 
details of the Covid-19 Impact Support, which will be available throughout 2021 for eligible 
ELC and SAC services that require further financial assistance in addition to current support 
measures available and others that may be announced throughout the year. The application pro-
cess for COVID-19 Impact Support began on Monday 1 March.

04/03/2021WRH00200Early Childhood Care and Education
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04/03/2021WRH00300159. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth if he will urgently address a situation which has arisen in which children who do not 
return to take up their ECCE place within four weeks of 8 March 2021 will lose their place on 
the scheme; and if families who choose to care for their children at home during this continued 
period of risk will not lose their qualification for ECCE. [12326/21]

04/03/2021WRH00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is a universal two-
year pre-school programme available to all children within the eligible age range. 

Children who do not return to take up their ECCE place within four weeks of 8 March 2021 
will not lose their eligibility/qualification for the scheme as consequence of this non-attendance.

My Department has continued to provide funding to providers whilst the scheme has been 
suspended. It has been open to providers from January 1st to March 7th to access ECCE  fund-
ing (some of which was subject to certain terms and conditions) throughout this period regard-
less of whether the child was attending during the period. Many ECCE providers received a 
substantial proportion of their ECCE funding even though they were closed.

With the full resumption of the ECCE scheme from March 8th, the normal scheme rules 
apply. If a child stops attending an ECCE service, the Department will continue to provide pay-
ment to the service for four weeks. If the family is not availing of the service after that point, 
funding will cease until the child returns. If and when the child returns, funding will resume.

It is a matter for the provider to decide whether to hold the place in the interim. 

If a provider is experiencing sustainability issues, additional supports may be made avail-
able under the Covid-19 sustainability fund to ensure services can continue to operate. 

For further information please see the ECCE Programme Rules for 2020/2021 available on 
the Department’s website.

04/03/2021WRH00500Brexit Issues

04/03/2021WRH00600160. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the degree to which he proposes to continue to support joint 
cross-Border activities on the island of Ireland with particular reference to addressing concerns 
arising from Brexit; if his Department will continue to support initiatives such as apprenticeship 
training or retraining with a view to addressing issues of social or economic deprivation on the 
island of Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12469/21]

04/03/2021WRH00700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): My Department is committed to the enhancement of all aspects of our work 
relating to North South cooperation and the all-island economy.   Specifically, I have prioritised 
regular bilateral engagements on a North-South basis, both at Ministerial and Official level in 
order to pursue a strong agenda of colleaboration of areas of mutual interest.

In this regard, my Department has collaborated very closely with the Department of the 
Economy in Northern Ireland on the development of a proposal to address skills needs in the 
6 border counties and Northern Ireland, as part of the forthcoming PEACE PLUS programme.  
The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) are preparing a public consultation on the draft 
programme, and we must await the outcome of this process, and the associated approval pro-
cess, before engaging on its delivery.
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I can assure the Deputy that this programme will facilitate the development of innovative 
cross-border responses in the area of skills, including re-skilling.

04/03/2021WRH00800Student Universal Support Ireland

04/03/2021WRH00900161. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if support will continue to be provided through the free fees 
initiative and SUSI grants for students that have to repeat a year due to the impact of Covid-19; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12217/21]

04/03/2021WRH01000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded 
to students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed 
conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic at-
tainment and means.

The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for the cen-
tralised student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to deter-
mine. 

To satisfy the terms and conditions of the Student Grant Scheme in relation to progression, 
a student must be moving from year to year within a course, having successfully completed the 
previous year or be transferring from one course to another where the award for the subsequent 
course is of a higher level than the previous course. 

In general, under the progression/previous academic attainment criteria of the Student Grant 
Scheme, students cannot qualify for grant assistance or free tuition fees for a second period of 
study at the same level or for a different course at the same level, irrespective of whether or not 
a grant or tuition fees were paid previously. 

The main objective of this policy is to assist as many students as possible to obtain one 
qualification at each level of study. The Scheme operates in the context of competing educa-
tional priorities and limited public funding. 

However, SUSI has disrection to waive the progression provision in exceptional circum-
stances in line with the relevant guidelines which accompany the Student Grant Scheme. Each 
grant application is assessed on a case-by-case basis on its own merits under this provision.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, 
to SUSI. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and 
remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal may be submitted to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board within the required 
timeframe. Such appeals can be made by the appellant on line via www.studentgrantappeals.ie  

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
assists students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to 
continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. Details of this fund are 
available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered 
on a confidential, discretionary basis.

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may also be available in respect of tuition 
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fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commissioners 
website, www.revenue.ie

However, as the  Deputy is aware, the Programme for Government commits to a review into 
the impact of SUSI regarding the impact of Covid and this is currently underway.

04/03/2021WRH01100Student Universal Support Ireland

04/03/2021WRH01200162. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will consider including the pandemic unemployment 
payment received by students within the income disregard for the SUSI grant scheme; if his 
Department has conducted an analysis on the impact pandemic unemployment payments will 
have on access to SUSI for the 2021-2022 academic year; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [12218/21]

04/03/2021WRH01300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Under the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is available to eligible 
students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the terms and con-
ditions of funding, including those relating to residency, means, nationality and previous aca-
demic attainment.  

The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for SUSI to 
determine. For the 2020/21 academic year, student grant applications will be assessed based on 
gross income from all sources for the period 1st January 2019 to 31st December 2019. 

The Social Welfare (Covid-19) (Amendment) Act 2020 establishes the COVID-19 Pan-
demic Unemployment Payment as a social insurance benefit scheme separate from other social 
protection statutory schemes including the Supplementary Welfare Allowance and Jobseeker 
Allowance and Jobseeker Benefit schemes. 

For student grant purposes the Covid-19 payment has been treated as reckonable income 
for the SUSI means assessment process since it was introduced in March 2020. This means 
that the Covid-19 payment is treated in a similar fashion to other Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection payments such as Jobseekers Benefit/Allowance, thus ensuring a 
consistency of approach and an equitable treatment of students and their families in the SUSI 
means assessment process. 

All applications are assessed nationally with reference to the terms and conditions of the 
relevant student grant scheme. The terms and conditions of funding are applied impartially to 
all applicants. However, if a student or party to their application experiences a change in cir-
cumstances that is not a temporary change and is likely to continue for the foreseeable future, 
they can apply to have their application assessed under the change in circumstances provision 
of the relevant Student Grant Scheme. The income of all parties to the application will be as-
sessed or reassessed on the current year (2020) and they may also be asked to provide evidence 
of the current year’s (2020) income. 

The Student Grant Scheme and Student Support Regulations for the 2021/22 academic year 
will be published towards the end of March/early April 2021. The opening of SUSI’s online 
grant application system will coincide with the publication of the scheme. Grant applications 
are submitted online via www.susi.ie. Further information in relation to student grant assistance 
is also available from this website. The telephone number for SUSI’s Helpdesk is 0761 087 874. 
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A review of the Student Grant Scheme in 2020 ( following the impact of COVID-19) was 
committed to as part of the Programme for Government. This Review is currently being under-
taken. It will document the impact of Covid-19 on the Scheme and outline a number of recom-
mendations for consideration by the end of Quarter 1, 2021.

04/03/2021WRH01400Student Support Schemes

04/03/2021WRH01500163. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the fee arrangements that will be in place for Irish students 
attending Scottish universities in autumn 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12299/21]

04/03/2021WRH01600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Following legal advice, Scotland found it necessary to introduce fees for 
Irish students pursuing their higher education in Scottish universities with effect from the 2021/ 
2022 academic year.  This means that they will be treated as home students, in terms of paying 
fees at UK home rates, unlike students from the rest of the EU, who will be charged the higher 
international rate.  Therefore, Irish students commencing their higher education studies in Scot-
land will be liable for fees of up to £9,250.   

It is important to note that this decision does not effect those Irish students who are already 
registered with Scottish higher education institutions.

Following an amendment to the Student Support Act, eligible Irish students will maintain 
access to SUSI grants should they decide to study in UK higher education institutions. In addi-
tion, students seeking to pursue their studies in Scotland are being advised to contact the Stu-
dent Awards Agency Scotland to explore their eligibility for further finance options. 

04/03/2021WRH01700Institutes of Technology

04/03/2021WRH01800164. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the status of the GMIT Mayo campus mid-term review report of the 
independent assessor; if a date has been scheduled for when the report will be presented to the 
finance and governance section of the HEA in quarter 1 of 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [12332/21]

04/03/2021WRH01900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware the Galway Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) 
Working Group was established in March 2017. The key objective of this group was to develop 
a plan to develop a sustainable future for the Mayo Campus arising from concerns about the 
financial viability of the campus.  The Governing Authority of GMIT in consultation with the 
HEA have responsibility for the implementation of the recommendations of the report to pro-
mote the future sustainability of the Mayo Campus as an integral part of GMIT in the North 
West Region.  The report of the Working Group advised that a Mid Term Review of the recom-
mendations of the GMIT Working Group Report be undertaken. The Terms of Reference for 
the mid-term review were approved by the HEA and Mazars were appointed as the independent 
assessor for the review.

The position as previously advised remains unchanged and the report of the independent 
assessor is still on schedule to be presented to the HEA’s Finance and Governance Committee 
by the end of Q1 2021.  I will advise the Deputy of the updated position from the HEA pending 
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completion of this review.

04/03/2021WRH02000Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRH02100165. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the reason a university (details supplied) is proceeding with student 
work placements in food processing plants during the current level 5 restrictions; and if his 
Department has provided guidance to the university on this matter. [12336/21]

04/03/2021WRH02200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): I appreciate that this is a time of considerable stress and concern for third 
level students and the challenging and stressful circumstances that students are facing are being 
taken into account by Higher Education institutions as they adapt and respond to the changing 
situation. This includes the consideration of issues around work placements for students. The 
national co-ordination group for further and higher education is also meeting on a regular basis, 
and is closely monitoring the impact that Covid-19 is having on third level institutions and their 
students.

The government’s Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business and Resilience and Re-
covery 2020-2021, Plan for Living with COVID-19, combined with the HSA Return to Work 
Protocols and ongoing Public Health advice, provide the over-arching framework for all sectors 
of society for the operation of their facilities and premises in keeping with public health advice.

Specific to further and higher education, the government has also published “Guidance for 
Further and Higher Education for returning to on-site activity in 2020: Roadmap and CO-
VID-19 Adaptation Framework for returning to on-site activity in autumn 2020” accompanied 
by “Implementation Guidelines for Public Health Measures in Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs)” and outbreaks protocols developed in collaboration with experts within the higher edu-
cation sector and with the Department of Health. This suite of guidance provides robust advice 
to higher and further educational facilities on COVID-19 prevention measures, implementation 
of which will minimise the risk of infection for all students and staff. Further and Higher Edu-
cation Institutes should adapt and customise these recommendations for their own particular 
settings, adhering at all times to the overarching Public Health principles on which the guidance 
is predicated.

Level 5 measures designate higher and further education as essential insofar as onsite pres-
ence is required and such education activities cannot be held remotely. The priority activities 
which can continue - subject to the appropriate protective measures, guidelines and local as-
sessment- include practical tuition, workshops and skills-based learning (including in relation 
to apprenticeships) and engagement with vulnerable learners.  Local assessment will focus on 
activities that are not capable of being delivered through alternative means, and are time-critical 
for students and learners during this period. 

As Higher Education Institutions are autonomous, and as such are academically indepen-
dent and are entitled to regulate their own academic affairs and administrative processes, in-
cluding in relation to placement arrangements, and as there are a wide range of courses with 
work placement options, students are encouraged to approach their institutions directly if they 
have any queries in relation to their work placements. Reflecting the scale and diversity of third-
level provision, higher education institution themselves are best equipped to determine where 
onsite presence is required. 
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04/03/2021WRH02300Apprenticeship Programmes

04/03/2021WRH02400166. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the average time it is currently taking apprenticeship students 
to complete their qualifications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12337/21]

04/03/2021WRH02500167. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the current wait times for each off-the-job training phase; if 
this in line with the period of time advised by SOLAS; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12338/21]

04/03/2021WRH02600Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 166 and 167 
together.

Craft apprenticeships represent 25 of the 59 available apprenticeship programmes and 85% 
of total apprentice registrations as at the end of 2020. Craft apprenticeships consist of seven 
phases of training, three of which are off-the-job and delivered by Education and Training 
Boards, Institutes of Technology and Technological Universities across the country. 

Start and end dates for an apprenticeship are defined respectively by the date the apprentice 
is registered with SOLAS and when a Results Approval Panel confirms to SOLAS that an ap-
prentice has successfully met the required standard by completion of all on and off the job ele-
ments of their apprenticeship. For craft apprentices, this process is generally completed by 208 
weeks, while noting that this may not always be the case. For example there could be a delay in 
either the on or off the job elements for a variety of reasons.  

The impacts of COVID-19 closures have had a significant impact on craft apprenticeship off 
the job training.  When permissible, on-site practical training is operating at approximately 50% 
normal capacity to ensure adherence to public health guidance. The Government have allocated 
additional funding for 2021 to fund 2,000 apprenticeship places required to catch up on the lost 
provision in 2020 and to mitigate against the effect of smaller apprenticeship class sizes.

To date, SOLAS designed and implemented an alternative assessment strategy for approxi-
mately 2,100 craft apprentices in June 2020 to address immediate continuity of training and 
assessments issues at that time.  Since January 11th training facilities have again been closed 
however theoretical training aspects of the craft apprenticeship courses have been delivered 
online for apprentices who are due to attend off-the-job training during this period. Intensive 
work is underway to agree a phased basis return to onsite training for apprentices who have had 
their training interrupted or who were close to assessment before the January shutdown. The 
onsite training and assessment is now time critical and apprenticeship stakeholders are working 
on this plan as a priority. 

In addition to the urgent work on returning apprentices to onsite training, SOLAS and the 
HEA are exploring the development of additional training capacity across education and train-
ing providers with the objective of tackling the waiting lists and ensuring that apprentices com-
plete their training as quickly as possible.

  Question No. 167 answered with Question No. 166.

04/03/2021WRH02800Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRH02900168. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
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search, Innovation and Science if funding and grants are available for mature students to pur-
chase electronic devices to aid with their studies given courses have moved online due to Co-
vid-19. [12371/21]

04/03/2021WRH03000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): As part of a package of COVID-19 supports for the higher and further 
education sectors, and in response to the shift to online and blended learning, the Department 
of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science allocated €15m to higher 
and further education and training providers for a grant to support disadvantaged students in 
accessing ICT devices. 

This has enabled the purchase of over 21,000 devices by higher and further education pro-
viders, in an effort to address concerns regarding the digital divide and to support disadvantaged 
students, including mature students, in adapting to the new models of learning.

Devices procured using the grant have been, and are still being, distributed by Higher Edu-
cation Institutions (HEIs) and Education and Training Boards (ETBs) to disadvantaged students 
via lending schemes.  It is a matter for each higher and further education provider to determine 
which individual students should be prioritised to receive a device, on a needs basis and within 
the terms and conditions of the grant. 

Students, including mature students, who consider they may be eligible to apply for a device 
should contact the relevant HEI or ETB for further information.   

04/03/2021WRH03100Naturalisation Applications

04/03/2021WRH03200169. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Justice the reason no decision has been 
made on an application by a person (details supplied) for naturalisation despite the fact the ap-
plication was lodged in 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [12189/21]

04/03/2021WRH03300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Citizenship Division of the Immigra-
tion Service of my Department has corresponded with the person concerned on a number of 
occasions (by post on 13 September 2018 and again on 4 March 2019 and by email in January 
2021). It should be noted that the address on record for the person concerned does not match 
the address provided in the details supplied by the Deputy. 

The person concerned can contact the Citizenship Division directly at: info@citizenship.ie 
and they will arrange to reissue the correspondence. The person should also provide confirma-
tion of their current address if not already supplied.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

04/03/2021WRH03400Garda Training

04/03/2021WRH03500170. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the training given to gardaí on 
implementation of the Criminal Justice (Psychoactive Substances) Act 2010. [12271/21]
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04/03/2021WRH03600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested the information sought 
by the Deputy from An Garda Síochána, but I have not received this information in time. I will 
write to the Deputy as soon as the information is to hand. 

04/03/2021WRH03700Parliamentary Questions

04/03/2021WRH03800171. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 
533 of 20 October 2020, the status of the reply given that no correspondence has been received 
in relation to the matter. [12283/21]

04/03/2021WRH03900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible, by law, for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána including recruitment  and human resources matters, and I, as Minister, have no direct 
role in the matter. 

The Deputy has requested statistical information for each of the years 2018 to 2021 in rela-
tion to - 

1. New recruits, actual and projected

2. Graduating recruits, actual and projected

3. Retirements/departures from service, actual and projected

4. Overall Garda force numbers, actual and projected

5. Overall civilian staff numbers, actual and projected

The Garda Commissioner has informed me that the following table shows the number of 
Garda recruits and additional members of Garda staff (civilians) provided for in each Budget 
from 2018 to 2021:

Budget 2018 Budget 2019 Budget 2020 Budget 2021
Garda recruits 800 700 Up to 620 Up to 650*
Garda staff 500 Number not specified 500 500

 *Budget 2021 provided for the recruitment of up to 650 Gardaí this year, in addition to 500 
Garda staff. The Justice Plan 2021, which I recently published, also commits to further rede-
ployment of Gardaí to front line policing work, with a target of 400 redeployments to achieved 
in 2021. 

In relation to Garda recruits, the Deputy will appreciate that these numbers have been af-
fected by the COVID-19 restrictions and the subsequent impact in relation to education and 
accommodation facilities at the Garda College.  

I am advised by the Garda authorities that it is currently anticipated that An Garda Síochána 
will be in a position to take in 450 new Trainees over the course of 2021, however these plans 
will be kept under review in light of the situation which may be in place with regard to CO-
VID-19 restrictions.

The table below shows the actual numbers for the figures requested for the years 2018, 2019 
and as at 30 September 2020:

Actual 31/12/2018 Actual 31/12/2019 Actual to 30/09/2020

New Recruits 799 600 275
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Actual 31/12/2018 Actual 31/12/2019 Actual to 30/09/2020

Garda Trainees Attested 789 605 522

Retirements/Departures from service 312 334 233

Overall Garda Strength numbers (members) 14,032 14,307 14,593

Overall Garda Staff numbers (civilian) WTE 2,429.4 2,944.9 3,105.8

I have asked the Garda authorities for the final statistics for 2020 and projections for 2021 
and I will forward this information to you when it becomes available.

04/03/2021WRH04000Garda Recruitment

04/03/2021WRH04100172. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the projected Garda recruitment in 
2021; and the impact of Covid-19 on same. [12284/21]

04/03/2021WRH04200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible, by law, for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including recruitment and human resources matters, and I, as Minister, have no direct 
role in the matter. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, recruitment to An Garda Síochána is governed by the Garda 
Síochána (Admissions and Appointments) Regulations 2013.  The Public Appointments Service 
(PAS) manages the initial recruitment stages for selection of Garda Trainees.  The final stages 
of the recruitment process in which candidates are vetted, complete a physical competency test 
and a medical examination, are managed by the Commissioner.

Budget 2021 provided for the recruitment of up to 650 Gardaí this year, in addition to 500 
Garda staff. The Justice Plan 2021, which I recently published, also commits to further rede-
ployment of Gardaí to front line policing work, with a target of 400 redeployments to achieved 
in 2021. 

In relation to Garda recruits, the Deputy will appreciate that these numbers have been af-
fected by the COVID-19 restrictions and the subsequent impact in relation to education and 
accommodation facilities at the Garda College.  

I am advised by the Garda authorities that it is currently anticipated that An Garda Síochána 
will be in a position to take in 450 new Trainees over the course of 2021, however these plans 
will be kept under review in light of the situation which may be in place with regard to CO-
VID-19 restrictions.

I am informed that the schedule for these currently anticipated intakes is as follows:  

Date Garda Trainees 
24 May 2021 150
19 July 2021 75
20 September 2021 150
15 November 2021 75  
Total 450
The Deputy may wish to further note that intake 203, who have been on placement in train-

ing station in recent months, are due to return to the Garda College on 22 March 2021. 

04/03/2021WRH04300Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission
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04/03/2021WRH04400173. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice her plans to establish a for-
mal accredited training service for oversight personnel employed in GSOC to further empower 
them to critically investigate Garda actions; the analysis her Department has carried out into the 
cost of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [12295/21]

04/03/2021WRH04500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) has a hugely important role to play in ensuring 
that public confidence in An Garda Síochána is safeguarded and, as such, it is an independent 
oversight body with extensive powers under the Garda Síochána Act 2005. 

The Government is committed to ensuring that GSOC has the necessary supports and re-
sources in order to fulfil its statutory functions and mandate. A provision of €11.27 million has 
been made for GSOC in Budget 2021.

I am informed that GSOC is currently putting in place a comprehensive Learning and De-
velopment (L&D) Strategy to identify its key learning and development needs, including the 
need for appropriate accreditation and continuous professional development, for all its staff.  
This is a particular imperative for GSOC in light of new personnel joining the organisation, 
advances in investigative techniques, the increasing complexity of the policing environment 
in Ireland and the nature and range of functions envisaged for GSOC under the Government’s 
programme for policing reform arising from the recommendations of the Commission on the 
Future of Policing in Ireland.

It is not possible to determine the cost of the required training programme in advance of 
a detailed specification of requirements being completed by GSOC. Nevertheless, it is clear 
that the cost will be substantial, given that an extensive programme is required to be designed, 
procured and delivered over the period 2021-23 and for the ongoing provision of training and 
continuous professional development thereafter.  When GSOC was first established in 2007, 
UK services were used to provide appropriate training for its investigators. 

It is essential to ensure that GSOC’s staff have the appropriate skills, knowledge and exper-
tise commensurate with carrying out their statutory oversight functions in accordance with best 
practice, and my Department will continue to engage with GSOC with regard to their training 
needs.  

04/03/2021WRH04600Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission

04/03/2021WRH04700174. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice her plans to establish a his-
torical investigation directorate in GSOC with its own dedicated staff which would be added to 
the existing staffing GSOC complement along the lines of the directorate set up in 2010 within 
the office of the Northern Ireland Police Ombudsman; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [12296/21]

04/03/2021WRH04800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda 
Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) was established as a statutorily independent body, 
under the Garda Síochána Act 2005.  I have no role or function in the processing or manage-
ment of complaints which are made to GSOC for investigation.

GSOC’s main area of responsibility is to deal with complaints concerning Garda conduct.  
While the Garda Síochána Act 2005, as amended, provides for time limits for the making of 
complaints, such time limits may be extended where there is good reason.  It is also the case 
that GSOC may investigate matters in relation to the conduct of Gardaí, when it is in the public 
interest.  I am advised that there is nothing therefore to prohibit GSOC engaging with legacy 
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cases where appropriate to do so.   Furthermore, the organisation of the work of GSOC is a 
matter for the Commission.  

As the Deputy will be aware, dealing with the legacy of the troubles on this island is a dif-
ficult and complex task.  The Stormont House Agreement sets out a comprehensive set of mea-
sures to deal with legacy issues in a way that can meet the legitimate needs and expectations 
of victims and survivors and support closure and reconciliation for those communities most 
affected by the Troubles. 

The Government remains committed to the implementation of those measures and we will 
continue to work with the Government of the United Kingdom and the parties in Northern Ire-
land to give effect to them. 

04/03/2021WRH04900Closed-Circuit Television Systems

04/03/2021WRH05000175. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Justice the current processing time 
for applications made by local authorities for authorisation to operate a CCTV system; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [12342/21]

04/03/2021WRH05100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, decisions in 
relation to the introduction or extension of Garda CCTV systems are, by law, matters for the 
Garda Commissioner.  As Minister, I have no responsibility for these decisions.  

Community-based CCTV is governed by Section 38(3)(c) of the Garda Síochána Act 2005 
and the Garda Síochána (CCTV) Order 2006 (SI 289 of 2006).  This legal framework requires 
that any proposed community CCTV scheme must:

- be approved by the local Joint Policing Committee,

- have the prior support of the relevant Local Authority, which must also act as data control-
ler, and

- have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner.

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded.  
These key legal requirements have not changed since 2006.  The option to establish a Com-
munity CCTV scheme is available to groups that meet these legal requirements, anywhere in 
the country. Decisions in relation to the introduction or extension of Garda CCTV systems are 
matters for the Garda Commissioner and not for me as Minister. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that CCTV applications are processed and reviewed 
by the Garda National Community Engagement Bureau prior to their consideration by the 
CCTV advisory Committee and a recommendation being made to the Garda Commissioner as 
to their suitability for authorisation. Due to the varied nature and size of applications, it is not 
possible to give a generic timeframe on processing an application as all applications are differ-
ent.

In general, delays in processing applications are mainly caused by applications which are 
incorrectly made, or applications missing required information. Applications received with er-
rors or omissions cannot be considered for approval, and must be returned to the applicant to be 
rectified, resulting in additional delays.

04/03/2021WRH05200Covid-19 Pandemic
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04/03/2021WRH05300176. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if his Department has 
conducted research on the way to safely reopen the wedding industry at different levels of re-
strictions of the COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The Path Ahead plan. [12252/21]

04/03/2021WRH05400202. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if his Department has 
conducted research on the way to safely reopen the wedding industry at different levels of re-
strictions of the COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The Path Ahead plan. [12248/21]

04/03/2021WRH05500203. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if his Department has con-
ducted research on how to safely reopen the wedding industry at different levels of restrictions 
of the living with Covid plan. [12250/21]

04/03/2021WRH05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 176, 
202 and 203 together.

As has been the case throughout this pandemic, the National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET) considers a range of different indicators of disease and compliance, and consid-
ers those indicators in context, when making its recommendations to Government. 

The public health measures in place at any level of the the Government’s updated plan for 
managing Covid-19 - COVID-19 Resilience & Recovery 2021: The Path Ahead recognise the 
need to reduce congregation and interactions between people to reduce the transmission of Co-
vid-19. The number of people allowed to gather in different scenarios in the plan is based on a 
review of international practice and the judgment of public health experts. It seeks to balance 
the risks of different types of gatherings against the desire to allow normal activities to proceed 
in so far as possible. The measures in place for each level reflect the prevailing disease situation 
and recognise that we can and must prioritise some activities over others.  

Details of weddings numbers at each level of the COVID-19 Resilience & Recovery 2021: 
The Path Ahead   can be found at Appendix 1 under Social and Family Gatherings/Weddings.

Details of the public health measures currently in place for weddings can be found at:- 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/#weddings 

Fáilte Ireland has also provided guidelines for the hospitality industry which includes guid-
ance on weddings and is available at: - https://failtecdn.azureedge.net/failteireland/Guidelines-
for-Re-opening-Hotels-and-Guesthouses.pdf

04/03/2021WRH05700Speech and Language Therapy

04/03/2021WRH05800177. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health his views on the case of a 
five-year-old profoundly deaf child (details supplied) who has been waiting for over four years 
for a speech and language therapist. [12180/21]

04/03/2021WRH05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way.

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
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deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRH06000Speech and Language Therapy

04/03/2021WRH06100178. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and 
language therapists employed by the HSE who have Irish sign language; and if a list of the areas 
they work in will be provided. [12181/21]

04/03/2021WRH06200179. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and 
language therapists employed by the HSE who had Irish sign language in the past five years; 
and if a list of the areas they work in will be provided. [12182/21]

04/03/2021WRH06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 178 and 179 together.

The Programme for Government, Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve ser-
vices for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by work-
ing together across Government in a better way.

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 179 answered with Question No. 178.

04/03/2021WRH06500Medical Cards

04/03/2021WRH06600180. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) was refused a medical card. [12183/21]

04/03/2021WRH06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRH06800Health and Social Care Professionals

04/03/2021WRH06900181. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided in rela-
tion to the circumstances of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12184/21]

04/03/2021WRH07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised 
I have asked CORU (the Health and Social Care Professional Council) to respond to the Deputy 
directly.

04/03/2021WRH07100Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRH07200182. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which a tim-
escale and regime has been agreed for Covid-19 vaccinations for undertakers with particular 
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reference to those in the front-line who have direct contact with nursing homes and hospitals; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12185/21]

04/03/2021WRH07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020.

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE. 

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first. 

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable.

The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and 
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group began in February.

On the 23rd of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis.

Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.
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04/03/2021WRH07400Disabilities Assessments

04/03/2021WRH07500183. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 550 of 20 January 2021, if he will provide a full and accurate breakdown of the assessment 
of needs requests by primary concern listed on the application forms between 2016 to the latest 
date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12192/21]

04/03/2021WRH07600184. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 550 of 20 January 2021, if he will provide a full and accurate breakdown of the assessment 
of needs requests by suggested supports listed on the application forms between 2016 and to 
date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12193/21]

04/03/2021WRH07700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 183 and 184 together.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly.

04/03/2021WRJ00300Ophthalmology Services

04/03/2021WRJ00400185. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the yearly breakdown of ophthal-
mology waiting list figures between 2016 to the latest date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [12194/21]

04/03/2021WRJ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19. This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 
admissions and to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources are made available for 
Covid-19 related activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. 
To ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are 
following HSE clinical guidelines and protocols. The HSE continues to optimise productivity 
through alternative work practices such as the use of alternative settings including private hos-
pitals, community facilities and alternative outpatient settings.

In recent years, my Department has worked with the HSE and the National Treatment Pur-
chase Fund (NTPF) to improve access for patients waiting for high volume procedures, in-
cluding cataracts. Ophthalmology services are provided throughout all hospital groups in the 
country, with cataract removal one of the key procedures carried out as part of this specialty.

A key development in improving access to Ophthalmology services was the opening of a 
stand-alone high-volume consultant-led cataract theatre by the University of Limerick Hospi-
tal Group in Nenagh Hospital in 2018, with the intention that it would facilitate patients from 
surrounding geographical areas to avail of their treatment there. The impact of such initiatives 
can be seen in the reduction in the waiting times to access cataract procedures since 2019. At 
the end of January 2021 there were 4,634 patients waiting for a cataract procedure compared to 
6,437 in January 2019.
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€240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, €210m of which 
has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment Purchase Fund, 
to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of measures taken in the 
context of Covid-19, as well as to address waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are continuously reviewing waiting lists with a 
view to ensuring that services for scheduled care are resumed as soon as it is deemed safe to do 
so in line with HSE clinical guidelines.

The attached document shows the number of persons on the outpatient and inpatient & day-
case (IPDC) waiting lists for ophthalmology from 2016 through to January 2021.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-03-04_pq185-04-03-21_en.xlsx  “>Ophthalmology Lists</a>]

04/03/2021WRJ00600Ophthalmology Services

04/03/2021WRJ00700186. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of ophthalmology 
waiting lists by CHO area between 2016 to the latest date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12195/21]

04/03/2021WRJ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRJ00900Mental Health Services

04/03/2021WRJ01000187. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if mental health supports such as 
counselling and psychotherapy are provided specifically to persons with newly diagnosed vi-
sion impairment and sight loss; and the funding breakdown for these services. [12196/21]

04/03/2021WRJ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

04/03/2021WRJ01200Mental Health Services

04/03/2021WRJ01300188. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if he has considered providing spe-
cialist mental health supports for the blind and vision impaired; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [12197/21]

04/03/2021WRJ01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

04/03/2021WRJ01500Autism Support Services

04/03/2021WRJ01600189. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the process for a parent obtaining 
a companion therapy dog for their child who is on the ASD spectrum; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [12198/21]
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04/03/2021WRJ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way.

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRJ01800Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRJ01900190. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will consider offer-
ing Covid-19 vaccinations to 16 to 18 year olds who work in a high risk environment such as a 
pharmacy or in healthcare in view of the recent inclusion of 16 to 18 year olds with health con-
ditions in the vaccination programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12208/21]

04/03/2021WRJ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020.

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

 The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE. 

 The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable.

The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and 
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group began in February.

On the 23rd   of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
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and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis.

Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in 
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs, 
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 6.

The HSE has published a document on the sequencing of COVID-19 vaccination of front-
line healthcare workers, which provides more detail. It is available at the following link:

https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/covid-19-vaccine-
materials/sequencing-of-covid-19-vaccination-of-frontline-healthcare-workers.pdf

04/03/2021WRJ02100Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRJ02200191. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of staff including 
agency staff, front-line staff who are in contact with patients and back office administration staff 
that are awaiting Covid-19 vaccine; the number of those who have received the vaccine in Sligo 
University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12209/21]

04/03/2021WRJ02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRJ02400Home Care Packages

04/03/2021WRJ02500192. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the number of 
persons in CHO 1 who have been awarded homecare hours but are still waiting to receive the 
allotted hours due to a shortage in homecare staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12223/21]

04/03/2021WRJ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRJ02700Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRJ02800193. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the position of Irish 
Sign language home tutors on the Covid-19 vaccination schedule; and when those who teach 
Irish sign language within students’ homes can expect to receive the vaccine particularly those 
in the profession who have asthma. [12229/21]

04/03/2021WRJ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
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Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020.

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE. 

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first. 

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable.

The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and 
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group began in February.

On the 23rd   of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis.

Further details are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vac-
cine-allocation-strategy/

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

04/03/2021WRJ03000Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRJ03100194. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the reason carers are not 
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considered healthcare workers in relation to the Covid-19 vaccination roll-out; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12230/21]

04/03/2021WRJ03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Carers who are healthcare workers are 
at a very high or high risk of exposure to and/or transmission of the virus (in the first wave of 
the pandemic, over 30% cases were in healthcare workers). 

Whereas, family carers operate in a completely different and more controlled environment 
and do not have the same risk of exposure to and/or transmission of the virus. They can mini-
mise their contacts, employ physical distancing, hand washing, respiratory and cough etiquette 
and, hence, minimise their risk of infection and, thereby, the risk of transmitting infection to a 
vulnerable person. 

04/03/2021WRJ03300Covid-19 Tests

04/03/2021WRJ03400195. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if the costs of antigen tests are 
covered by the temporary assistance scheme for nursing homes; the supports in place to help 
cover the costs of antigen tests in nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12231/21]

04/03/2021WRJ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRJ03600Covid-19 Tests

04/03/2021WRJ03700196. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if the costs of antigen tests are 
covered by the temporary assistance scheme for nursing homes; the supports in place to help 
cover the costs of antigen tests in nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12232/21]

04/03/2021WRJ03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Testing in Ireland as part of the national 
testing strategy for public health purposes is free of charge if an individual is referred by a GP, 
is a close contact of a confirmed case, or is a person being tested as part of a serial testing pro-
grammes in specific setting, or as part of a mass testing programme in outbreak settings, and in 
certain acute healthcare settings to facilitate patient flow and scheduled and unscheduled patient 
care. 

The HSE has been providing a serial testing programme in Residential Care Facilities since 
23 June 2020 and this is continuing at present.

04/03/2021WRJ03900Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRJ04000197. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the total number of vac-
cines that Ireland will receive by the end of February, March, April, May and June 2021 (details 
supplied); the number of vaccines that will be administered by the end of each month in the 
same period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12233/21]

04/03/2021WRJ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is working as part of the EU to 
secure a safe and stable supply of Covid-19 vaccines and expects to receive up to 1.25 million 
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doses of the three currently approved vaccines (Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna and AstraZeneca) 
before end March 2021. Vaccine deliveries for the month of March are still being finalised with 
manufacturers. 

Advance planning for April, May and June shows Ireland receiving over 1 million doses 
per month in Advance Purchase Agreements. The delivery timeframes are still being worked on 
with manufacturers. 

 Vaccines continue to be administered very quickly after their arrival into the country, al-
though supply is currently limited by a number of factors including manufacturing constraints. 
Further significant progress will be made over the coming months, as additional quantities of 
vaccine supplies arrive into the country and more vaccines are approved for use, which will 
substantially increase capacity to administer vaccines and reach broader population coverage.  

04/03/2021WRJ04200Medical Cards

04/03/2021WRJ04300198. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason persons (details 
supplied) have been refused a full medical card; and if their case will be considered to allow 
them to keep their full medical card. [12234/21]

04/03/2021WRJ04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRJ04500Hospital Appointments Status

04/03/2021WRJ04600199. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12235/21]

04/03/2021WRJ04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

In this regard, as the particular query raised is a service matter, I have asked the Health Ser-
vice Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRJ04800Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRJ04900200. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he has given consider-
ation to the ways in which a system could be created to appoint a person as a named visitor to a 
care home resident and in which that person could be vaccinated in order to allow visits to care 
homes to take place safely; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12237/21]

04/03/2021WRJ05000213. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given to 
when limited visits by family members to nursing homes in which all residents have been vac-
cinated against Covid-19 can resume; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12292/21]

04/03/2021WRJ05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 200 and 213 together.
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The impact of COVID-19 on society in general and especially those living in nursing homes 
has been considerable and this remains a very difficult time for nursing home residents and their 
families.  The importance of continued social interaction of residents and their families cannot 
be overstated and every effort should be made, in line with public health advice, to ensure that 
these interactions continue, including through window visits. 

Notwithstanding this, it is also important to be cognisant of the wider epidemiological situ-
ation and the risks associated with same. On the 19th November, the European Centre for 
Disease Control published its latest risk assessment with regard to long-term care facilities. It 
highlights that the probability of COVID-19 introduction into a long-term care facility depends 
on the level of COVID-19 circulation in the community, with a higher risk associated with 
higher incidence rates in the community. 

Data indicates that 155 nursing homes are actively dealing with a COVID-19 Outbreak. We 
continue to see new outbreaks being notified with on average, approximately one new outbreak 
per day being notified in the week up to 27th February. Noting that on 27th February approx. 
600 confirmed cases of COVID-19 had been reported, the level of risk, including to residents 
of nursing homes remains high. The public health advice remains clear as noted  in the state-
ment from the National Public Health Emergency Team on 24th February “Given the increased 
transmissibility of the virus now, we must continue to limit our social contacts and do all we can 
to starve this disease of opportunities to spread  ”.

Nursing home providers are ultimately responsible for the safe care of their residents. Under 
Regulation 11 of the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for 
Older People) Regulations 2013 it is the legal responsibility of each registered provider to make 
arrangements for a resident to receive visitors, having regard to any risks that may present for 
the resident or other residents. Public health guidance has been developed in order to assist and 
support providers in this regard.  

I recently wrote to all nursing home providers, through HIQA’s communication portal, to 
emphasise the importance of adopting a holistic and person-centred approach, noting the im-
portant role that visiting, social connections and communication with family and friends has 
in the context of residents’ overall health and wellbeing. The importance of ensuring that visits 
take place to the greatest extent possible, in line with public health guidance and risk assess-
ments was reiterated and providers were encouraged to frequently communicate with residents 
and families on the matter of visiting and to respond to phone to calls by family members, in so 
far as is practicable, given the constraints on staff.

The Government’s revised plan, COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 - The Path 
Ahead, published on 23rd   February, recognises that the challenge of balancing protective 
health measures and normal living has been particularly important in the context of visitations 
to long-term residential care settings (LTRC). LTRC visiting guidance has remained under on-
going review throughout the pandemic. 

In light of the advanced stage of rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine in LTRCs for both resi-
dents and staff, the NPHET (the National Public Health Emergency Team) has requested that 
the HSE progress a process for considering the scope and application of LTRC visiting restric-
tions in the context of the Framework of Restrictive Measures, having regard to international 
and national evidence, the rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine and the level of disease in the com-
munity. The HSE has commenced this process. 

04/03/2021WRJ05200Health Services Funding
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04/03/2021WRJ05300201. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the funding provided by the HSE to 
ShannonDoc in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [12245/21]

04/03/2021WRJ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 202 and 203 answered with Question No. 176.

04/03/2021WRJ05700Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRJ05800204. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter in rela-
tion to visits at care homes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12260/21]

04/03/2021WRJ05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The impact of 
COVID-19 on society in general and especially those living in nursing homes has been con-
siderable and this remains a very difficult time for nursing home residents and their friends and 
families.

Nursing home providers are ultimately responsible for the safe care of their residents. Under 
Regulation 11 of the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for 
Older People) Regulations 2013 it is the legal responsibility of each registered provider to make 
arrangements for a resident to receive visitors, having regard to any risks that may present for 
the resident or other residents. Public health guidance has been developed in order to assist and 
support providers in this regard.  

I recently wrote to all nursing home providers, through HIQA’s communication portal, to 
emphasise the importance of adopting a holistic and person-centred approach, noting the im-
portant role that visiting, social connections and communication with family and friends has 
in the context of residents’ overall health and wellbeing. The importance of ensuring that visits 
take place to the greatest extent possible, in line with public health guidance and risk assess-
ments was reiterated and providers were encouraged to frequently communicate with residents 
and families on the matter of visiting and to respond to phone to calls by family members, in so 
far as is practicable, given the constraints on staff.

I have been advised that HIQA, the Health Information and Quality Authority have been 
made aware of this case, as independent regulator HIQA is the appropriate body to raise con-
cerns with, in respect of the management of visits.  As a regulator HIQA has no formal legal role 
in examining individual complaints, however, the Authority does take into account all informa-
tion it receives, including complaints from the public, when carrying out inspections.   

Nursing home providers also have legal obligations under the Coroners Act; the oversight of 
the Coroner Service rests with the Minister for Justice.  My Department has referred this matter 
to the Minister for Justice for her attention and consideration in relation to the matters relating 
to the Coroner Service.

04/03/2021WRJ06000Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRJ06100205. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to reports of inconsistencies in the distribution by the HSE of the Covid-19 vaccine 
among general practitioners in south Connemara (details supplied); the actions he is taking to 
rectify these inconsistencies which are causing confusion and concern in the local community; 



4 March 2021

119

and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12261/21]

04/03/2021WRJ06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRJ06300Mental Health Services

04/03/2021WRJ06400206. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when a vacancy in Kilbar-
rack east and west mental health services (details supplied) will be filled; the reason for the 
delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12267/21]

04/03/2021WRJ06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

04/03/2021WRJ06600Mental Health Services

04/03/2021WRJ06700207. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the status of the mental health ser-
vices at the pine and ash wards in Connolly Hospital Blanchardstown; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [12273/21]

04/03/2021WRJ06800208. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the mental health services that are 
currently available at Connolly Hospital Blanchardstown; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [12274/21]

04/03/2021WRJ06900209. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of staff, the role of each 
and availability of each that are currently attached to the mental health services at Connolly 
Hospital Blanchardstown; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12275/21]

04/03/2021WRJ07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 207, 208 and 209 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRK00300Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRK00400210. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the position of school 
bus escorts for children with special educational needs on the vaccination schedule; and when 
school bus escorts who are back working in school settings can expect to receive the vaccine. 
[12285/21]

04/03/2021WRK00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020.

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here: 
www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
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The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE. 

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first. 

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable.

The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and 
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group began in February.

On the 23rd of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy. 

In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several conditions 
associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, national 
and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed analysis of 
underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or death.

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

The NIAC continues to monitor data around this disease and indeed emerging data on ef-
fectiveness of vaccines on a rolling basis.

Further details are available at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b44b2-min-
ister-donnelly-announces-update-to-vaccine-allocation-strategy/.

The ongoing review process will continue to look at the other priority groups yet to be vac-
cinated, along with the competing needs of those working or living in high-risk situations, car-
ers who deliver essential services to highly dependent individuals in the home setting, and those 
who are socially vulnerable/disadvantaged.

04/03/2021WRK00600Primary Medical Certificates

04/03/2021WRK00700211. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a primary medical cer-
tificate will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12286/21]

04/03/2021WRK00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme is underpinned by statute and 
comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme 
relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant 
meets the specified medical criteria for a Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement 
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for the Scheme.  This determination is undertaken by Community Medical Doctors for the rel-
evant HSE Community Health Organisation on behalf of the Department of Finance and the 
Revenue Commissioners. 

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D..  Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which 
provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation,  the  Minister for Health, Stephen Don-
nelly, T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that 
Primary Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.

In the context of the national effort to suppress and manage the impact of COVID,  the 
ability to hold assessments is impacted by, among other things, the public health restrictions 
in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the COVID vaccination 
programme.   The HSE has confirmed that the Community Medical Doctors and their teams 
are predominately deployed to the COVID vaccination rollout in residential care facilities and 
other health care settings. 

I have been informed that the HSE is considering the matter of Primary Medical Certificate 
assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE Recovery and Restoration Plan, taking 
into account the pressures and challenges to the health services presented by COVID.

As the specific case raised by the Deputy is a service matter, I have arranged to have the 
question referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.

04/03/2021WRK00900Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRK01000212. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if a family (details 
supplied) will be permitted to have a kitchen fitted in their home given that they are currently 
without a kitchen. [12289/21]

04/03/2021WRK01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The public health restrictions public 
health restrictions at level 5 of the Government’s Framework Resilience and Recovery 2020-
2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19 will remain in place until 5th April 2021, when a further 
review will be conducted. The Framework continues to provide an appropriate mechanism to 
guide decision-making, and it will continue to be supplemented by more detailed sectoral guid-
ance in relation to measures that apply at each level of the Framework.

On 23 February, 2021, the Government published the revised Plan COVID-19 Resilience & 
Recovery 2021: The Path Ahead which sets out how in-school education and childcare services 
will be reinstated in a phased manner from 1 March, with staggered return throughout March 
to be concluded after the Easter break on 12 April. Information on the revised plan is avail-
able here:www.gov.ie/en/publication/c4876-covid-19-resilience-and-recovery-2021-the-path-
ahead/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/ThePathAhead/.

Details of the public health measures currently in place for construction can be found at:- 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/#construction

The Regulations in effect providing for the current public health restrictions are the Health 
Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 
No. 701 of 2020) as amended by both S.I. No. 4 of 2021 and S.I. No. 29 of 2021. These Regula-
tions set out what are essential construction and developments.
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Part 2 of the Schedule to the Principal Regulations, paragraph 5.(i) provides for “the sup-
ply and delivery of essential or emergency maintenance and repair services to businesses and 
homes (including electrical, gas, oil, plumbing, glazing and roofing services) on an emergency 
call-out basis.  “

Statutory Instruments related to the Covid-19 pandemic are available here: www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/.

You may wish to note that my Department does not have responsibility for the construc-
tion sector. The shutdown of the construction sector (including the construction and develop-
ments permitted to continue), was confirmed by the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage by press release on the 6 January, 2021. Further information on these projects 
is available here: www.gov.ie/en/press-release/53a69-minister-obrien-confirms-shutdown-in-
construction-activity/.

  Question No. 213 answered with Question No. 200.

04/03/2021WRK01300Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRK01400214. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a front-line worker who is un-
able to take a vaccine (details supplied) as advised by their general practitioner will be priori-
tised for another vaccine. [12293/21]

04/03/2021WRK01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRK01600Cancer Services

04/03/2021WRK01700215. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if appropriate measures will be 
taken to facilitate women who have had their smear tests misinterpreted and who have since 
been diagnosed with cervical cancer in order that they can avoid High Court actions to be 
considered for compensation; the position regarding the scheme for compensation for these 
women; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12300/21]

04/03/2021WRK01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A number of measures have been taken 
to facilitate the women affected by the CervicalCheck issues without having to make a claim in 
the Courts, including:

-  Establishment of the CervicalCheck Tribunal based on the recommendations of Mr. Jus-
tice Meenan’s Report on an Alternative System for Dealing with Claims Arising from Cervi-
calCheck

-  Establishment of an ex-gratia scheme for those affected by the non-disclosure issues 

The CervicalCheck Tribunal  Arising from the issues relating to CervicalCheck and in 
particular the impact on affected women of having to pursue their claims in Court, the Govern-
ment of the time asked Mr. Justice Charles Meenan to review, in the case of women affected, 
mechanisms which avoid, wherever possible, women and their families having to give evidence 
in court. 

In October 2018 Mr. Justice Meenan submitted his Report on an Alternative System for 
Dealing with Claims Arising from CervicalCheck, which proposed that a statutory tribunal be 
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established for the purpose of hearing and determining claims arising from CervicalCheck. 

In his report Mr. Justice Meenan explained the limitations of the screening process and the 
implications that these limitations have for the issue of liability with regard to CervicalCheck 
claims, outlining that ‘…where a woman develops cervical cancer following a false negative, 
this is not, of itself, sufficient to prove negligence.’ 

Mr. Justice Meenan also considered the appropriateness of a redress scheme for Cervical-
Check cases and referenced other such schemes including the statutory Hepatitis C and HIV 
Compensation Tribunal. A feature of those schemes was that it was not necessary to prove 
negligence or breach of duty for compensatory damage. Mr. Justice Meenan advised that such 
a scheme was not appropriate for CervicalCheck cases given the issues of liability involved. 
Accordingly, the format for the CervicalCheck Tribunal which gives effect to Mr. Justice Meen-
an’s recommendations recognises the issues of liability involved in CervicalCheck cases and 
allows them to be determined by the Tribunal.   

Mr. Justice Meenan’s recommendations were accepted and have been implemented with the 
establishment of the CervicalCheck Tribunal on 27 October 2020, under the CervicalCheck Tri-
bunal Act 2019. Following a pause in the steps towards full establishment to allow for discus-
sions with the 221+ Patient Representative Group about the Tribunal and CervicalCheck Cases 
generally, establishment of the Tribunal was finalised with the appointment of the nominated 
members to the Tribunal with effect from 1 December 2020. 

The Tribunal remains the most appropriate venue to hear and determine CervicalCheck 
claims. It has been specifically designed for that purpose. It is, of course, entirely up to eli-
gible women as to whether or not they use it.The CervicalCheck Ex-Gratia Scheme  In his 
report on an alternative system for dealing with claims arising from CervicalCheck, Mr. Justice 
Meenan recognised that the issues of liability on non-disclosure may legally be of a ‘less con-
tentious nature’ and that any liability for non-disclosure appeared to rest with the State, having 
no involvement of third parties i.e. the laboratories.

Judge Meenan recommended that in cases where liability is not being contested, e.g. in 
claims relating solely to non-disclosure, such claims should be “fast tracked” through the statu-
tory Tribunal which he proposed. 

Following consideration of Judge Meenan’s report, the Government recognised that set-
ting up and establishing a statutory Tribunal would take some time and proposed an alternative 
process that would facilitate the women affected in addressing the non-disclosure issue without 
delay. On 11 March 2019 the Government agreed to the establishment of an ex-gratia scheme 
for those affected by the non-disclosure of the CervicalCheck audit. The Scheme is designed 
to provide an alternative, non-adversarial and person-centred option for those affected by the 
CervicalCheck non-disclosure issue. 

The Independent Assessment Panel, chaired by Justice Aindrias Ó Caoimh, has determined 
that €20,000 is the appropriate amount for the ex gratia payment. All women, or their next of 
kin, in the 221-cohort identified from the clinical audit as having discordance in their smear test 
result are eligible to participate in the Scheme. 

To date, 170 applications have been received and payments of €20,000 have been made in 
169 of those cases, amounting to a total of €3,368,000.  The latest application received is cur-
rently being considered by the Panel. The scheme remains open.

As applications to the Scheme are not intended to be adversarial, it is not envisaged that the 
Applicant will require legal representation. Nevertheless, an applicant may wish to consult a 
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solicitor and take legal advice and assistance in applying for payment under the Scheme. Ac-
cordingly, each individual invited to participate is advised of an allowance of €1,500 plus VAT, 
payable on a vouched basis, for legal advice, both in connection with the decision to participate, 
and for on-going engagement.

The establishment of the ex-gratia scheme ensured that the women affected could have the 
impact of non-disclosure addressed without recourse to court. 

Participation in the Scheme does not preclude the women from continuing (or indeed com-
mencing) a claim in respect of CervicalCheck. However, any award for non-disclosure against 
the State should take account of the amount paid under the ex-gratia scheme. To date Court 
awards relating to non-disclosure have not exceeded €10,000.

04/03/2021WRK01900Nursing Homes Support Scheme

04/03/2021WRK02000216. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health when the legislation that will re-
form the nursing home support scheme or fair deal will be introduced; the reason for the ongo-
ing delays; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12306/21]

04/03/2021WRK02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme, commonly referred to as the Fair Deal Scheme, has been in operation 
for over 10 years and there is broad agreement that the Scheme operates well and continues to 
provide appropriate financial assistance where it is required. 

However, it is recognised that the Act, in its current form, does not place caps on the finan-
cial assessment of family owned and operated farms or businesses when calculating the means 
to pay for nursing home care. This places a potentially onerous burden on family successors and 
could challenge the future viability of these productive assets.

Therefore, the Department of Health has proposed a policy change to the Scheme, to cap 
contributions based on farm and business assets at three years where a family successor com-
mits to working the productive asset. The stated policy objective of the legislation is to intro-
duce additional safeguards in the Scheme to further protect the viability and sustainability of 
family farms and businesses that will be passed down to the next generation of the family to 
continue to work them as productive assets to provide for their livelihood. 

This change was approved by Government and underwent pre-legislative scrutiny in the last 
Dáil. Progress on the development of the Bill was negatively impacted by the dissolution of the 
last Dáil and by the COVID-19 pandemic. The response to the pandemic has been and contin-
ues to be a national and public health priority. However, work on this legislation has continued 
to progress. I requested a waiver to conduct pre-legislative scrutiny from the Business Commit-
tee, given this was already undertaken in the previous Dáil, and this waiver was granted on 4th 
February 2021. I have met with the Attorney General to discuss this legislation, and there has 
been an ongoing and active engagement between the Department of Health and the Office of the 
Attorney General on the development of the legislation, which will be brought to the Houses 
of the Oireachtas at the earliest possible opportunity. It is on the priority list for publication 
in the Spring legislative session. The Bill will be enacted upon completion of all stages in the 
Oireachtas and signed into law by the President. 

04/03/2021WRK02200Hospital Services
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04/03/2021WRK02300217. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the status of the appointment 
of an advanced nurse practitioner in the diabetes clinic at the Midlands Regional Hospital, Port-
laoise; if there has been progress on an adult diabetic pump clinic at the hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12329/21]

04/03/2021WRK02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRK02500Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRK02600218. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the date vaccination of the over 70 
years of age cohort will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12333/21]

04/03/2021WRK02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to the 
timely implementation of a COVID-19 immunisation programme.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable. 

The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and 
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group began in February.

04/03/2021WRK02800Rare Diseases

04/03/2021WRK02900219. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the supports in place for per-
sons with rare diseases in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12334/21]

04/03/2021WRK03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A National Rare Disease Plan for Ire-
land (2014 – 2018) was launched by the Minister for Health in July 2014. This is a generic 
policy framework for rare diseases. The scope of the plan is broad given that there are approxi-
mately 8,000 rare diseases affecting millions of EU citizens; and consequently, there can be a 
dearth of expertise and knowledge about some rare diseases, simply because they are so rare. 

Many of the major recommendations of the plan have already been implemented including 
the establishment of a National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases and a Rare Disease Of-
fice.  Building on this progress, themes for inclusion in a roadmap for the coming period were 
agreed, with the Rare Disease Task Force, which comprises the main rare disease advocacy 
groups; Rare Disease Ireland, the Medical Research Charities Group (MRCP), and  the Irish 
Platform for Patient Organisations, Science and Industry (IPPPOSI).  

Meetings, to ensure that the input and the voice of the patient is represented in the continu-
ing work ongoing in relation to Rare Diseases, have taken place with the Rare Disease Task 
Force, the HSE National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases and the Rare Disease Office.  
A number of key themes were identified for progression and agreed with the RDT – Patient 
Awareness; European Reference Networks; Research & Registries; Access to Services; Access 
to Medicines; Diagnosis; Education & Training and Legislation & Policy. This will form the 
basis for work in this area in the time ahead.

In late 2020, the National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases was operationalised and 
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incorporated into the National Rare Disease Office. So, from 01 September 2020, the NRDO 
became the main contact point and driver for national HSE rare disease projects and initiatives. 
The work of the NRDO is overseen and governed by HSE Acute Operations under the gover-
nance of the Office of the Chief Clinical Officer, where the National Rare Disease Plan is firmly 
embedded.

The following benefits and schemes that can help with healthcare costs are available. 

Under the Health Act 1970, eligibility for a medical card is based primarily on means. The 
Act obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without undue hardship, to arrange 
general practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having regard to his or 
her overall financial position and reasonable expenditure. The issue of granting medical cards 
based on having a particular disease or illness was examined in 2014 by the HSE Expert Panel 
on Medical Need and Medical Card Eligibility. The Group concluded that it was not feasible, 
desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medical conditions in priority order for medical card 
eligibility. In following the Expert Group’s advice, a person’s means remains the main qualifier 
for a medical card.

Under the Drugs Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €114 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

The Long Term Illness Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 
(as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; ce-
rebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes 
insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; 
haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. 

Under the Long Term Illness Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and 
surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

Further information is available at https://www2.hse.ie/costs-schemes-allowances/.

As this question also relates to service matters, I have also asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRK03100Rare Diseases

04/03/2021WRK03200220. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the meetings his officials have 
had with the Department of Social Protection relating to financial supports for persons with rare 
diseases in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12335/21]

04/03/2021WRK03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand that no meetings have 
taken place between officials from my Department and  the Department of Social Protection 
relating to financial supports for persons with rare diseases in Ireland.

04/03/2021WRK03400Nursing Home Accommodation

04/03/2021WRK03500221. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing homes that 
were late submitting NFO1 forms in 2020; the number of serious incidents that were reported 
to HIQA in 2020; if HIQA included serious incidents in its reports; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [12353/21]
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04/03/2021WRK03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): HIQA have in-
formed me that the Chief Inspector is notified by persons in charge of nursing homes of many 
issues pertaining to the care and welfare of residents. Registered providers or persons in charge 
of a designated centre, are legally required to notify the Chief Inspector within certain time-
frames about incidents, events or changes affecting the wellbeing of residents within 72 hours 
of the event happening. In 2020, the Chief Inspector received over 8000 notifications of inci-
dents, 1833 of these were NF01 notifications. A NF01 notification covers an unexpected death 
of any resident, including the death of any resident following transfer to hospital from the des-
ignated centre. 

It is not possible to retrieve data on the number of these notifications which were submitted 
late. The Chief Inspector can retrieve the forms submitted, however the system does not capture 
when notifications are submitted outside of the 72 hour timeframe, but where there are delays 
the Chief Inspector works with services on a case by case basis. 

Notifications HIQA receives from nursing homes are reported in the annual overview report 
on the regulation of designated centres for older persons.

04/03/2021WRK03700Nursing Home Accommodation

04/03/2021WRK03800222. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing homes that 
were late submitting NFO1 forms in 2020; the number of facilities that submitted forms later 
than three days after the death of a resident in 2020; the way in which HIQA was keeping track 
of deaths and infection in nursing homes during Covid-19 if forms were not submitted in time, 
that is, three days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12354/21]

04/03/2021WRK03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): HIQA have in-
formed me that during 2020, while many private and statutory nursing homes were managing 
COVID-19 outbreaks, multiple nursing homes did not return NF01s within the 72 hour time-
frame. This was expected and understandable, as their primary focus was on outbreak manage-
ment and providing care.  HIQA is in constant contact with nursing homes and works with them 
during outbreaks. 

It is not possible to retrieve data on the number of forms submitted late. The Chief Inspector 
can retrieve the forms submitted, however the system does not capture when notifications are 
submitted outside of the 72 hour timeframe. When there are delays of NF01s, the Chief Inspec-
tor works with services on a case by case basis.

04/03/2021WRK04000Nursing Home Accommodation

04/03/2021WRK04100223. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if the nursing home referred to in 
minutes of a meeting (details supplied) is a particular nursing home; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [12355/21]

04/03/2021WRK04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this was a 
HSE operational meeting , I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy 
directly, as soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRK04300Nursing Home Accommodation
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04/03/2021WRK04400224. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if RCSI hospital staff provided as-
sistance in a nursing home (details supplied) on 13 April 2020. [12357/21]

04/03/2021WRK04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRK04600Nursing Home Accommodation

04/03/2021WRK04700225. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing homes he 
directly requested the CEO of the HSE to support and to examine the support needed in March 
and April 2020. [12358/21]

04/03/2021WRK04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Sustained com-
munication and interagency cooperation has been central to the response to COVID-19. Exten-
sive, ongoing and problem-solving collaboration between stakeholders, the HSE, the NTPF, 
HIQA and the Department continues. The State’s responsibility to respond to the public health 
emergency created the need for the HSE to establish a structured nursing home support system 
in line with NPHET recommendations in March 2020. This has been a critical intervention in 
supporting the resilience of the sector in meeting the unprecedented challenges associated with 
COVID-19. Guidance, PPE, staffing, serial testing, infection prevention and control training, 
accommodation and financial support have been provided to the nursing home sector, both 
public and private. In addition, multi-disciplinary clinical supports are in place at CHO level 
through 23 COVID-19 Response Teams. 

In the context of the collaborative arrangements, through engagement with registered pro-
viders through inspections, check ins and review of notifications and other information, the 
Chief Inspector of HIQA notifies actual or potential risk when appropriate to the HSE for the 
purpose of identifying service providers that may require additional external support such as 
IPC and public health advice, PPE, clinical input etc. This support, where possible and appro-
priate, is typically provided by the HSE COVID-19 response teams.  In accordance with the 
regulatory framework, irrespective of the availability, or not, of additional HSE support to pro-
viders, nursing home operators retain legal responsibility for delivering safe care in accordance 
with regulation, and the regulatory oversight is provided by HIQA. Where the Department, 
including through the Ministers Office receives information regarding a nursing home requiring 
support, where appropriate, details are provided to the HSE and/or HIQA for appropriate follow 
up in line with the established structures. 

04/03/2021WRK04900Emergency Services

04/03/2021WRK05000226. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the details of the HSE provision to 
co-respond to certain medical emergencies with the fire service in cases in which the ambulance 
service is occupied; the number of times co-responding has been utilised in County Kerry in 
2020 and 2021 in cases in which the fire service has not been called on to co-respond in the 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12364/21]

04/03/2021WRK05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.  

04/03/2021WRK05200Vaccination Programme
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04/03/2021WRK05300227. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the HPV vaccine pro-
gramme in view of ongoing school closures; the plans in place to ensure its continuation for first 
years in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12365/21]

04/03/2021WRK05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRK05500Health Services Provision

04/03/2021WRK05600228. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the development 
and delivery of the world leading newborn screening program promised by the Minister and his 
predecessor; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12373/21]

04/03/2021WRK05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Screening Advisory Com-
mittee (NSAC) was established in 2019 with the remit to advise the Department of Health and 
the Minister for Health on all new proposals for screening and on revisions to existing pro-
grammes. The expansion of the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening programme remains a 
priority work programme for the National Screening Advisory Committee (NSAC).

In July 2020, the NSAC approved the application to add ADA-SCID (adenosine deaminase 
deficiency-severe combined immunodeficiency) to the list of conditions screened under the 
programme. As Minister I approved this recommendation and the HSE are now preparing for 
the addition of ADA-SCID to the Programme which will bring the number of conditions that 
are screened for from eight to nine. The HSE 2021 National Service Plan states:

‘Ensure the long-term management and implementation processes are in place to support 
expansion of the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme, including Adenosine De-
aminase Deficiency Severe Combined Immunodeficiency (ADA-SCID).  ’ 

Across Europe, the approach taken with blood spot screening programmes does vary, with 
no consensus across countries as to what conditions should or should not be included. Signifi-
cant variation exists in the number of conditions included for screening, both between countries 
and between regions within individual countries. For example, the United Kingdom currently 
screens for nine conditions while Italy recommends over 40 conditions be included in screen-
ing. My Department has noted that, historically, the expansion of blood spot screening pro-
grammes internationally has occurred following ad hoc   consideration of conditions rather than 
following a structured and transparent approach. 

I am committed to ensuring that any expansion of the programme will be safe, ethically ro-
bust and evidence based.  I have been informed by my Department that the NSAC are currently 
examining the international evidence in terms of the conditions screened for in existing blood 
spot screening programmes; the decision making processes that lead to the inclusion of a condi-
tion in an individual country’s newborn bloodspot screening programme; and the role of emerg-
ing technologies in programme expansion. I am determined to see the foundations laid for the 
continuous expansion of the programme that maximises health outcomes for newborn babies. 

I have requested that the NSAC provide an update on progress and I expect to receive this 
update in the near future.

04/03/2021WRK05800Hospital Staff

04/03/2021WRK05900229. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of a full-time po-
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diatrist position in Wexford General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12385/21]

04/03/2021WRK06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRK06100Health Services

04/03/2021WRK06200230. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if statistical information in rela-
tion to CHO 2 will be provided (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12386/21]

04/03/2021WRK06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As these are op-
erational matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, 
as soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRK06400Hospital Appointments Status

04/03/2021WRK06500231. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12387/21]

04/03/2021WRK06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRK06700Home Help Service

04/03/2021WRK06800232. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
disabilities in receipt of home support hours in each LHO area as of 1 March 2021 or the latest 
date available; the number of persons on the waiting list for same in each LHO area; and the 
number waiting 0 to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and 12 months plus in tabular form. [12392/21]

04/03/2021WRK06900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

Disability Services Data

04/03/2021WRK06950233. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
disabilities in receipt of personal assistance hours in each LHO area as of 1 March 2021 or the 
latest date available; the number of persons on the waiting list for same in each LHO area; and 
the number waiting 0 to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and 12 months plus in tabular form.  [12393/21]

04/03/2021WRK06975Minister of State at the Department of Health(Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly. 

04/03/2021WRK07000Disability Services Provision

04/03/2021WRK07100234. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of residential 



4 March 2021

131

places for persons with a disability currently being provided as of 1 March 2021 or the latest 
date available by CHO in tabular form. [12394/21]

04/03/2021WRK07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRL00200Disability Services Provision

04/03/2021WRL00300235. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of new emer-
gency places provided to persons with a disability as of 31 December 2020 by local health of-
fice area in tabular form. [12395/21]

04/03/2021WRL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. 

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRL00500Disabilities Assessments

04/03/2021WRL00600236. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of children as 
of 1 March 2021 or the latest date available that were awaiting a first assessment from the HSE 
under the Disability Act 2005 in each local health office in tabular form. [12396/21]

04/03/2021WRL00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

04/03/2021WRL00800Physiotherapy Services

04/03/2021WRL00900237. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the physiotherapy waiting list in each local health area as of 1 March 2021 or the latest date 
available; the number of persons waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 12 months, respec-
tively; and the number of persons waiting aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 years of age plus 
in each category in tabular form. [12397/21]

04/03/2021WRL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

04/03/2021WRL01100Speech and Language Therapy

04/03/2021WRL01200238. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the speech and language therapy assessment waiting list in each local health area as of 1 March 
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2021 or the latest date available; the number of persons waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more 
than 12 months, respectively; and the number of persons waiting aged 0 to 17 and 18 years of 
age plus in each category in tabular form. [12398/21]

04/03/2021WRL01300239. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the speech and language therapy initial treatment waiting list in each local health area as of 1 
March 2021 or the latest date available; the number of persons waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and 
more than 12 months, respectively; and the number of persons waiting aged 0 to 17 and 18 
years of age plus in each category in tabular form. [12399/21]

04/03/2021WRL01400240. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the speech and language therapy further treatment waiting list in each local health area as of 
1 March 2021 or the latest date available; the number of persons waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 
and more than 12 months, respectively; and the number of persons waiting aged 0 to 17 and 18 
years of age plus in each category in tabular form. [12400/21]

04/03/2021WRL01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 238, 239 and 240 together.

As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly.

04/03/2021WRL01800Occupational Therapy

04/03/2021WRL01900241. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
on the occupational therapy first-time assessment waiting list in each local health area as of 1 
March 2021 or the latest date available; the number waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 
12 months, respectively; and the number waiting aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 18 to 64 and 65 years of 
age plus in each category in tabular form. [12401/21]

04/03/2021WRL02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRL02100Covid-19 Tests

04/03/2021WRL02200242. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the provisions in place for the 
roll-out of mass rapid testing in schools and other community settings; the community settings 
which will be included in the plan; the number of staff required to perform the tests; if they will 
be recruited or redeployed from within the health service; when rapid testing will go live; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [12403/21]

04/03/2021WRL02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET) considers the use of Antigen Detection Tests (ADTs) on an ongoing basis and 
has endorsed recommendations on the use of ADTs that have been validated as a supplement 
to PCR testing in certain situations, and particularly when the availability of PCR tests may be 
limited.Validation studies, both here in Ireland and in Europe, are showing significant dispari-
ties in test performance (particularly in relation to sensitivity) versus some manufacturer claims, 
with some tests not meeting minimum performance requirements set by the World Health Or-
ganization and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control. Furthermore, their 
intended use is typically in symptomatic individuals in the early stages of infection, where 
samples are taken, and tests conducted by trained health professionals. There is limited perfor-
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mance data currently available for the use of antigen tests in asymptomatic populations. The 
studies also show that performance in symptomatic individuals is much better than in asymp-
tomatic individuals where data are available.While rapid Antigen Detection Tests (ADTs) are 
described as rapid and simple to perform, they are not designed to be delivered in large numbers 
and there are considerable human resource, operational, quality assurance, and clinical gover-
nance considerations in their administration. To date, validation work indicates that ADTs are 
most effective in detection of symptomatic cases, when symptom onset is within the last 5 days 
and when the likelihood of test positivity is greater than 10% among the target population.The 
HSE is currently putting in place deployment options for the use of ADTs for specific indica-
tions in the acute hospital setting and as part of the response to outbreaks in the community set-
ting in symptomatic vulnerable populations and their close contacts, supported by appropriate 
clinical governance and operational arrangements. This includes updating the case definition 
for SARS-CoV-2 to accept notification of positive results from ADTs undertaken in the public 
health system and reporting of such cases to the COVID Care tracker and to the Computerised 
Infectious Disease Reporting (CIDR) information system developed to manage the surveillance 
and control of infectious diseases in Ireland.

Considerable work has been undertaken to date to evaluate the use of ADTS in an Irish 
context and this will continue on an ongoing basis due to the role they can have in the national 
testing strategy. In particular, further setting-specific ADT validation work continues to be un-
dertaken by the HSE. Antigen testing will not, however, replace the requirement for large scale 
PCR testing which remains the gold standard for community testing.

I have also set up a group that is chaired by the government’s chief scientific adviser, Pro-
fessor Mark Ferguson, to examine the use of rapid tests in the community and I expect he will 
report in the coming weeks.  

On an ongoing basis, NPHET considers and reviews, based on public health risk assess-
ments, how best to target testing to detect, and mitigate the impact of, the virus across the popu-
lation. This includes keeping Ireland’s national testing policy under continuing review.

04/03/2021WRL02400Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRL02500243. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the developing 
views within his Department on vaccine passports given reports that the European Commission 
will propose legislation for same in February 2021; if he has ethical or legal concerns regard-
ing the use of vaccine passports; if he is considering approval of same in Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [12404/21]

04/03/2021WRL02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the current international travel 
policies, all travellers arriving into Ireland from overseas, with limited exemptions, are required 
to observe the mandatory testing and quarantine regimes.

It is not yet understood whether available vaccines prevent vaccinated persons from trans-
mitting the disease to others. As such, the impact vaccinations will have on travel policies inter-
nationally is yet to be determined.

The Government gives continuing consideration to travel policy informed by the epidemio-
logical situation internationally and public health advice.

04/03/2021WRL02700Alcohol Pricing
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04/03/2021WRL02800244. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the introduction of 
minimum unit pricing for alcohol products which is a key measure in the Public Health (Alco-
hol) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12405/21]

04/03/2021WRL02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The 2013 Government Decision which 
approved the implementation of minimum pricing in Ireland envisaged that it would be intro-
duced here and in Northern Ireland simultaneously. This was to allay concerns that its introduc-
tion in the Republic only would impact cross-border trade.

Legislation to introduce a minimum unit price has not yet been introduced in Northern Ire-
land however in July last year, the Northern Ireland Health Minister Robin Swann committed 
to a public consultation on minimum pricing for alcohol in Northern Ireland.

04/03/2021WRL03000Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRL03100245. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if unused allocations of a vac-
cine (details supplied) in other EU countries will be redistributed throughout the EU; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [12406/21]

04/03/2021WRL03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is participating in a Procurement 
Exercise being operated by the European Commission on behalf of Member States to procure 
suitable, safe and effective vaccines, in sufficient quantities, to combat COVID-19.

Six APAs have been negotiated by the Commission under this process to date. Ireland has 
opted-in to five APAs to secure vaccine supplies: BioNTech/Pfizer, Moderna, AstraZeneca, 
Janssen/J&J and CureVac.

Under each APA, vaccine doses are allocated pro rata based on participating Member States’ 
populations and are subsequently purchased by those individual Member States.

04/03/2021WRL03300Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRL03400246. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he is considering the applica-
tion of different levels of Covid-19 restrictions on counties or regional areas based on local case 
numbers and trends as occurred in summer 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[12407/21]

04/03/2021WRL03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As has been the case throughout this 
pandemic, the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) considers a range of different 
indicators of disease and compliance, and considers those indicators in context, when making 
its recommendations to Government. There is not one indicator or one specific number which 
signals that it is safe to ease restrictions, and this will continue to be the case in the coming 
weeks and months.

The Government’s updated plan for managing COVID-19, The Path Ahead,   states that the 
“situation will be subject to ongoing review taking account of the evolving epidemiological 
situation and available evidence in relation to vaccine deployment, uptake and effectiveness”. 
The document states that the focus of assessment, based on public health advice, will be on 
achieving much lower levels of disease prevalence (case numbers/incidence) that can be man-
aged and controlled by public health; that the R number is such that we can be confident we can 
continue to suppress the disease (e.g. at or below 1); low levels of hospital and critical care oc-
cupancy allowing the safe resumption of non-Covid care; ongoing and steady progress with the 
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vaccine rollout such that the most vulnerable are protected and emerging information regarding 
variants of concern.

The Path Ahead   is available online: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c4876-covid-19-
resilience-and-recovery-2021-the-path-ahead/

04/03/2021WRL03600Covid-19 Pandemic

04/03/2021WRL03700247. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the supply of PPE 
to dentists. [12408/21]

04/03/2021WRL03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government has provided the HSE 
with an overall budget of €450 million for PPE in 2021, for all parts of the health service.

As the Deputy will appreciate, there are many competing demands for that PPE, and the 
provision of PPE to private dentists contracted by the HSE is being considered in that context.

04/03/2021WRL03900Vaccination Programme

04/03/2021WRL04000248. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the details of the fee which is 
payable to each of the professional categories that will be administering the vaccine; the basis 
on which these fees were agreed; and the reason for the wide variation. [12409/21]

04/03/2021WRL04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRL04200Disability Services Provision

04/03/2021WRL04300249. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of new emer-
gency places provided to persons with a disability as of 1 March 2021, by local health office in 
tabular form. [12410/21]

04/03/2021WRL04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRL04500Podiatry Services

04/03/2021WRL04600250. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care as of 1 March 2021 or the latest 
date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[12420/21]

04/03/2021WRL04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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04/03/2021WRL04800Ophthalmology Services

04/03/2021WRL04900251. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a ophthalmology appointment in primary care as of 1 March 2021 or the 
latest date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[12421/21]

04/03/2021WRL05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRL05100Audiology Services

04/03/2021WRL05200252. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a audiology appointment in primary care as of 1 March 2021 or the lat-
est date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[12422/21]

04/03/2021WRL05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRL05400Primary Care Services

04/03/2021WRL05500253. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care as of 1 March 2021 or the latest 
date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[12423/21]

04/03/2021WRL05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRL05700Mental Health Services

04/03/2021WRL05800254. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a psychology appointment in primary care as of 1 March 2021 or the lat-
est date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[12424/21]

04/03/2021WRL05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

04/03/2021WRL06000Counselling Services

04/03/2021WRL06100255. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a counselling appointment in primary care as of 1 March 2021 or the lat-
est date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks. 
[12425/21]

04/03/2021WRL06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
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vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

04/03/2021WRL06300Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

04/03/2021WRL06400256. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each lo-
cal health office area waiting for a child and adolescent mental health services appointment as 
of 1 March 2021 or the latest date available; and the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 
and more than 52 weeks. [12426/21]

04/03/2021WRL06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

04/03/2021WRL06600Mental Health Services

04/03/2021WRL06700257. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult mental health units to date in 2021. [12427/21]

04/03/2021WRL06800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

04/03/2021WRL06900Home Help Service

04/03/2021WRL07000258. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of home support hours 
currently being provided in each LHO area as of 1 March 2021 or the latest date available; the 
way it compares to target in each LHO for the same time period; the number of persons cur-
rently on the waiting list for home support hours in each LHO area; and the number waiting 0 
to 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 12 and 12 months plus in tabular form. [12428/21]

04/03/2021WRL07100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRL07200Nursing Homes Support Scheme

04/03/2021WRL07300259. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
placement under the fair deal scheme as of 1 March 2021 or the latest date available; the aver-
age waiting time; the number of persons currently awaiting placement under the scheme in each 
local health area in tabular form; and the length of time waiting. [12429/21]

04/03/2021WRL07400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As these are op-
erational matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRM00200Medical Cards
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04/03/2021WRM00300260. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards as of 
1 March 2021; the number of general practitioner cards on the same date; and the number for 
each type of card issued on a discretionary basis on that date. [12430/21]

04/03/2021WRM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRM00500Hospital Data

04/03/2021WRM00600261. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of delayed discharges 
in each public and voluntary hospital at the end of February 2021; and the number to date in 
2021, in tabular form. [12431/21]

04/03/2021WRM00700262. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of bed days lost in 
each public and voluntary hospital owing to delayed discharges in January and February 2021, 
in tabular form. [12432/21]

04/03/2021WRM00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 261 
and 262 together.

A delayed transfer of care occurs when a patient has been deemed clinically fit for discharge 
from an acute bed but their discharge is delayed because they are waiting for some form of 
ongoing support or care following their discharge. There are many reasons for this, such as a 
patient undertaking the application process for NHSS, awaiting assessment for a home support 
package, homelessness, ward of court application, and the availability of other health care or 
social care resources.

With regard to the Deputy’s specific questions on the numbers of patients with delayed 
transfers of care and the associated numbers of bed days lost, in each public and voluntary hos-
pital, I have asked the HSE to respond directly with the requested information.

  Question No. 262 answered with Question No. 261.

04/03/2021WRM01000Emergency Departments

04/03/2021WRM01100263. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of patients aged 75 
years or over that experienced an emergency department wait time more than 24 hours during 
January 2021; the number during February 2021; and the hospitals in which the wait occurred. 
[12433/21]

04/03/2021WRM01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There are a number of factors which 
may affect the waiting times for older patients. In particular, people in the over-75 age category 
presenting to EDs are more likely to have complex needs and require admission to hospital than 
the population generally. Nevertheless, the National Service Plan 2021 includes an expected 
activity target that 99% of patients aged 75 and over attending at an Emergency Department be 
discharged or admitted within 24 hours and any breach of this target in respect of patients in 
this age cohort is regrettable.

This winter is particularly challenging due to the presence of Covid-19 and the uncertainty 
around the level of Covid-19 and non-Covid-19 healthcare demands. The HSE Winter Plan, 
supported by an additional €600m invested in health services, aims to reduce the number of 
patients waiting on trolleys for hospital admission and reduce Emergency Department waiting 
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times while ensuring that patients and staff alike are protected in the Covid-19 environment.

There are specific supports in the Winter Plan for those at greater risk including older peo-
ple, the homeless, and people with chronic illnesses, facilitated through additional Community 
Healthcare Networks, Community Specialist Teams, and Frailty Intervention Therapy Teams 
operating within acute hospital EDs. These measures will create the foundation and organisa-
tional structure through which integrated care will be provided locally within the community at 
the appropriate level of complexity. 

With regard to the Deputy’s specific question, I have asked the HSE to respond directly with 
the requested information.

04/03/2021WRM01300Emergency Departments

04/03/2021WRM01400264. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance atten-
dances at each emergency department nationwide in January 2021; the number of such am-
bulances that waited longer than 20 minutes to hand over patients, get their trolleys back and 
return to responding to calls; and the number that waited longer than 40, 60, 90,120 and more 
than 180 minutes for same in tabular form. [12434/21]

04/03/2021WRM01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRM01600Hospital Waiting Lists

04/03/2021WRM01700265. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the details in respect of both Our 
Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin and Temple Street Children’s University Hospital for the 
end of February 2021 or the latest date available for the number of spinal fusion patients cur-
rently waiting less than four months for treatment; the number waiting four to eight, and more 
than eight months; and if he will provide the same information for other spinal patients in tabu-
lar form. [12435/21]

04/03/2021WRM01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I sincerely regret that children can ex-
perience a long waiting time for treatment for scoliosis, and I am conscious of the burden that 
this places on them and their families. This Government’s priority is to improve waiting times 
for all patients accessing hospital treatment across all specialties, including Scoliosis.

It is recognised that waiting times for scheduled appointments and procedures have been 
impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic, and as a result of the deferral of elective 
scheduled care activity in March, April and May of 2020, and since 2nd January 2021.

It is of note that key social distancing measures and Infection Prevention and Control re-
quirements, such as two-metre distancing, have a material impact on the available physical 
space to deliver all hospital services, including scoliosis procedures, and this has had a signifi-
cant impact on both available capacity and operational activity levels.

Despite the challenges resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic last year, by 31st December 
2020 Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) had carried out 322 scoliosis procedures, a decrease in 
activity of 16% compared with 2019.

Children’s Health Ireland has advised that under the current HSE guidelines, they have re-
duced the number of procedures to urgent and those that are time sensitive. Children’s Health 
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Ireland has advised that they are working with the National Orthopaedic Hospital Cappagh to 
expand orthopaedic capacity. This is expected to have a positive impact on orthopaedic long 
waiting patients, including reductions in waiting times for children with scoliosis. CHI is also 
running additional orthopaedic clinics in City West, using a new active clinical triage model, 
which is reducing the number of children waiting the longest for appointments.

Representatives of CHI, the Orthopaedic Spinal Team and the Advocacy Groups continue 
to meet as part of the Co-Design framework on a quarterly basis to work on providing solutions 
for patients in the spinal service.

In relation to the specific query raised regarding the number of children currently waiting 
less than 4, 4 to 8 and more than 8 months, respectively in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, 
Crumlin and Temple Street Children’s University Hospital at the end of February 2021, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

04/03/2021WRM01900Agricultural Colleges

04/03/2021WRM02000266. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if ca-
pacity can be increased for a course (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [12179/21]

04/03/2021WRM02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
College in question comes under the remit of SOLAS and, ultimately, the Department of Fur-
ther and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science.

Insofar as my Department is concerned, we have proactively engaged with Teagasc to maxi-
mise participation in the Green Cert within the Teagasc network of agricultural colleges and 
regional education centres.

Approval has been secured from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to en-
able Teagasc recruit a further 20 Green Cert teachers on two year contracts. It will increase 
the number of available places on the part-time and distance education Green Cert options by 
between 800 to 1,000. 

I understand that Teagasc will assign 15 of the temporary teachers to the Northwest and 
Northeast of the country where demand for the Green Cert is most acute. Teagasc has also ap-
pointed an additional three permanent teachers to the Northwest and Northeast catchment.

04/03/2021WRM02200Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

04/03/2021WRM02300267. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision on an ANC appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be processed. 
[12240/21]

04/03/2021WRM02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that the Agriculture Appeals Office operates independently of my Depart-
ment.

I have been informed that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate that an ap-
peal was received from the person named in November 2020. The Appeals Office requested the 
file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my Department in December 2020.
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I am advised that the file and statement has been sent by my Department to the Appeals Of-
fice and the appeal will be shortly assigned to an Appeals Officer for examination and determi-
nation. I have been assured that the appeal will be dealt with as quickly as possible.

04/03/2021WRM02500Control of Horses

04/03/2021WRM02600268. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will consider changing the way horse statistics are presented (details supplied) to be more 
in line with the control of dogs’ statistics headings; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [12278/21]

04/03/2021WRM02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Control of Horses Act 1996 provides powers to local authorities enabling them to control stray 
and wandering horses in their areas. Enforcement of the Act is a matter for each Local Author-
ity.

Section 15 of the Act provides that the Minister for Agriculture may make grants towards 
the expenses of a local authority incurred under the Act.

The statistics provided by my Department are based on claims submitted by each local 
authority for this funding. At present, it would not be possible to provide a further breakdown, 
however, the required details may be available directly from the relevant authorities.

04/03/2021WRM02800Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

04/03/2021WRM02900269. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status 
of an ANC payment appeal made by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [12279/21]

04/03/2021WRM03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Fol-
lowing receipt of additional information in relation to the 2020 Areas of Natural Constraints 
(ANC) application of the person named, the Department recently completed the review of this 
new material but, unfortunately, there is no change to the decision.

A letter has issued to the person named informing them of the outcome and of their right of 
appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office.

04/03/2021WRM03100Departmental Websites

04/03/2021WRM03200270. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason that farming companies are locked out of their accounts on the website of his Depart-
ment when their account has been inactive for three weeks; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [12297/21]

04/03/2021WRM03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department has a policy in place since online services were first provided that any account ac-
cessing agfood.ie (including staff, agents, partners and company accounts) is locked after 30 
days of inactivity.

An exception to this has been provided for individual farmer accounts. Farming compa-
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nies are treated the same as other companies across the AgriFood sector and their accounts are 
locked after 30 days of inactivity.

My Department provides a 24-hour on-call service to assist farming and other company ac-
counts when they are locked.

04/03/2021WRM03400Animal Sales

04/03/2021WRM03500271. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will amend as a matter of urgency the arrangements in place at present for cattle sales with 
particular reference to pedigree cattle sales in view of difficulties that have arisen (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [12366/21]

04/03/2021WRM03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
current Level 5 restrictions are essential for the protection of public health during this phase of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and Government policy is clear on what Level 5 restrictions entail.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, my Department has worked intensively in coopera-
tion with marts’ representative organisations to ensure that marts continue to be able to operate 
while protecting public health and complying with COVID-19 restrictions. I would like to com-
mend marts, their staff and farmers for the resilience they have shown and the speed with which 
they have adapted to these circumstances.

I understand tha tthere are distinct challenges regarding pedigree sales. My officials have 
also discussed the specific challenges involved with pedigree bull sales with the breed societ-
ies and mart organisations and, based on that, specific COVID-19 rules for pedigree bull sales 
were issued which enabled the sellers to lead the bulls by halter into the sales ring, while still 
ensuring the protection of public health.

Under the current Level 5 restrictions, mart sales rings are closed in order to reduce the risk 
of COVID-19 being spread when people are present in an area together. The proposal that sell-
ers would remain with their bulls throughout the sales, interacting and speaking with buyers, 
would mean considerable numbers of people present in an area and interacting together for a 
lengthy period; this is simply not consistent with overall Level 5 restrictions.

Livestock marts have systems in place to conduct online auctions and are continuing to 
operate, including the online sales of pedigree bulls. Cattle throughput from 1st January to 28th 
February 2021 was at 94.2% of the comparable period in 2020 (207,450 versus 220,169 head). 
Sheep throughput in the same period was at 98.8% of the comparable period for 2020 (135,234 
versus 136,896 head). Online sales reach a much higher number of farmers and agents than 
in-person sales do. Farmers wishing to purchase pedigree bulls can avail of this system and 
pedigree bulls are being sold in this way. 

Last week, I launched the Marts ICT Infrastructure Scheme 2021. Livestock marts can 
apply to my Department for a grant to a maximum of €5,000 to cover 50% of expenditure by 
a mart on necessary ICT infrastructure. Further information is available at gov.ie - Livestock 
Mart Licence Application (www.gov.ie).

04/03/2021WRM03700National Broadband Plan

04/03/2021WRM03800272. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when she last engaged with the national broadband plan; and if she is satisfied with the current 
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roll-out in rural areas. [12474/21]

04/03/2021WRM03900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
National Broadband Plan (NBP) will bring reliable high-speed broadband to approximately 
540,000 premises across the State, primarily in rural and isolated areas. These premises include 
homes, farms, community and health facilities, schools, and businesses.

National Broadband Ireland (NBI) has been contracted by the Department of the Environ-
ment, Climate and Communications to deliver the NBP in areas where connectivity is not com-
mercially viable and, as such, responsibility for the NBP contract is a matter for the Minister for 
the Environment, Climate and Communications.

Notwithstanding this, the impact of the NBP rollout will be transformational for rural Ire-
land in terms of supporting both local and regional economies and sustainable rural communi-
ties. As Minister for Rural and Community Development, I take an active interest in the prog-
ress of the NBP.

Among the first deliverables under the NBP contract are Broadband Connection Points 
(BCPs). My Department, in collaboration with officials at the Department of the Environment, 
Climate and Communications, are co-ordinating the roll-out of BCPs in every county in the 
State, including many of our off-shore islands. To date more than 120 BCPs have been declared 
‘live’, with more sites connected every day.

I met with NBI in February for an update on the progress of the NBP project. NBI outlined 
recent positive developments, with the first high-speed broadband connections in the State in-
tervention area taking place in counties Cork and Cavan. NBI also outlined their plans to im-
prove information to the public on when individual areas are likely to be connected.

The National Broadband Plan will have a profound impact on the future of our country and 
will provide new opportunities for rural areas in particular.  These include improved career 
opportunities for those living in rural areas, facilitating smart farming, allowing employers to 
access the pool of talent that resides outside our large towns and cities, and the provision of 
services such as eHealth and eLearning.


