10 February 2021

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].

Census of Population

10/02/2021WRA00300

1. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Taoiseach the cost of census enumerators during the
gathering and processing of data for census 2016. [7387/21]
10/02/2021WRA00400

Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): For the
delivery of the 2016 Census, approximately 4,700 Enumerators were employed on a temporary,
unestablished part-time, fixed term contract basis for a 10-week period from 21st March to
27th May, 2016 to deliver and collect census questionnaires to/from every dwelling and communal establishment nationwide. The entire field force for a census comprises various levels of
temporary managerial, supervisory and public facing staff, of which Enumerators are the most
numerous. The cost of the census field operation in 2016, which includes the pay for the field
force, related allowances and the undertaking of the operation was in the region of €31 million.
The cost of the Enumerators was approximately €17 million of this total, in the form of fees and
allowances on a piece meal basis.
10/02/2021WRA00500

In terms of the processing of the Census 2016 data, this was completed by temporary clerical and supervisory staff based in the Census HQ office. At the height of the processing work
approximately 100 of these staff were employed by the CSO.
Taoiseach’s Meetings and Engagements

10/02/2021WRA00600

2. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Taoiseach if he plans to travel to Washington for the St.
Patrick’s Day celebrations. [6142/21]
10/02/2021WRA00700

The Taoiseach: The relationship between Ireland and the United States of America is an
important and historic one. While arrangements for marking the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations
are not finalised, any arrangements will take account of the situation with regard to COVID-19
and related measures both here and in the US.
10/02/2021WRA00800

10/02/2021WRA00900

Shared Island Unit

3. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Taoiseach the dialogue forums with which the
shared island unit has consulted to date. [6425/21]
10/02/2021WRA01000

The Taoiseach: On 22 October, as part of the Government’s Shared Island initiative, I
launched the Shared Island Dialogue series to foster inclusive and constructive dialogue on all
aspects of a shared future on the island, underpinned by the Good Friday Agreement.
10/02/2021WRA01100
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The first Shared Island Dialogue was held online on 26 November on the theme ‘New
Generations and New Voices on the Good Friday Agreement’. I took the opportunity to address
more than 80 young people from across the island who participated, representing different
backgrounds and interests, and who put forward their ideas for a shared future on the island
across a range of themes.
A Shared Island Dialogue was held on 5 February, with the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications, Eamon Ryan TD, on the theme of ‘Environment and Climate addressing shared challenges on the island’. There were over 100 participants in this online
dialogue, including civil society groups, business and agriculture representatives, academic
and research experts, local authorities and environmental and sustainable development agencies. The Dialogue addressed how we can best work together on the island to tackle the climate
emergency and address the biodiversity crisis and future priorities for all-island co-operation
on the environment.
In December, as part of the Dialogue series, the Shared Island unit convened roundtable sessions with women’s representatives and with ethnic minority communities on the island, to hear
their interests in and priorities for a shared island, and reflecting the Government’s commitment
to ensuring the inclusion of often under-represented voices in the Peace Process.
The Shared Island Dialogue series will continue through 2021, to foster civic engagement
on important issues for the future of the island, including on health, education and economy,
and on key civic aspects of the Good Friday Agreement, including on identity and equality.
Plenary sessions are available online at www.gov.ie/sharedisland/dialogues.
Shared Island Unit

10/02/2021WRA01200

4. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Taoiseach if a unit has been established within his Department to work towards a consensus on a shared island, as promised in the programme for
Government; and if he will outline the work of the unit to date. [6547/21]
10/02/2021WRA01300

The Taoiseach: On 22 October, I set out the Government’s vision and priorities on Shared
Island in an online event at Dublin Castle. Over 800 people participated online, comprising a
broad range of civil society, community, sectoral, and political representatives, across the island
of Ireland and in Britain.
10/02/2021WRA01400

A Shared Island unit was established in my Department in September to drive and coordinate the Shared Island initiative, as a whole of Government priority.
In Budget 2021, the Government announced the Shared Island Fund, with €500m to be
made available out to 2025, ring-fenced for Shared Island projects.
The Shared Island Fund provides significant new, multiannual capital funding for investment on a strategic basis in collaborative North/South projects that will support the commitments and objectives of the Good Friday Agreement.
The Government’s priorities for such investment are set out in the Programme for Government and include:
- Working with the Executive to deliver key cross-border infrastructure initiatives, including
the A5, the Ulster Canal, the Narrow Water Bridge, and cross-border greenways, including the
Sligo-Enniskillen greenway;
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-Working with the Executive and the UK Government to achieve greater connectivity on the
island, including for instance, to examine the feasibility of high-speed rail connections;
- Working with the Executive and the UK Government on new investment and development
opportunities in the North West and Border communities, including coordinated investment at
University of Ulster Magee Campus in Derry; and,
- Supporting a north/south programme of research and innovation, including an all-island
research hub.
In December, the Government approved over €6m in funding from the Shared Island Fund
to launch the delivery of Phase 2 of the Ulster Canal and we are continuing to work in partnership with the Executive and through the North South Ministerial Council on the other crossborder investment projects, which are part of our Shared Island commitments in the Programme
for Government. Progressing these projects was a key focus of our discussions at the North
South Ministerial Council Plenary on Friday, 18 December.
I have also had constructive engagement with British Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, on the
Government’s Shared Island objectives and commitments, and have made it clear that we are
happy also to engage on an East-West basis as we take this work forward.
The Shared Island unit in my Department is progressing a comprehensive research programme, working with the Economic and Social Research Institute and other partners. My Department has also asked the National Economic and Social Council to prepare a comprehensive
report on Shared Island issues in 2021. This will provide valuable input from economic, social
and environmental partners.
Strengthening social, economic and political links on the island and the promotion of allisland approaches to the strategic challenges facing Ireland, North and South are key objectives.
On 22 October, I launched the Shared Island Dialogue series to foster constructive and
inclusive civic dialogue on all aspects of a shared future on the island. The first Shared Island
Dialogue was held online on 26 November on the theme ‘New Generations and New Voices on
the Good Friday Agreement’. I took the opportunity to address more than 80 young people from
across the island who participated, representing different backgrounds and interests, and who
put forward their ideas for a shared future on the island across a range of themes.
A Shared Island Dialogue took place on 5 February, with the Minister for Environment,
Climate and Communications, Eamon Ryan TD, on the theme of ‘Environment and Climate addressing shared challenges on the island’. Over 100 participants participated in this online
forum, including civil society groups, business and agriculture representatives, academic and
research experts, local authorities and environmental and sustainable development agencies.
The Shared Island Dialogue series will continue through 2021, to foster civic engagement
on important issues for the future of the island, including on health, education and economy,
and on key civic aspects of the Good Friday Agreement, including on identity and equality.
Plenary sessions are available online at www.gov.ie/sharedisland/dialogues.
Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

10/02/2021WRA01500

5. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Taoiseach his views on retracting the State
apology given after the mother and baby homes report was finalised. [6979/21]
10/02/2021WRA01600
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The Taoiseach: The Final Report of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and
Baby Homes was considered by Government and published on 12 January.
10/02/2021WRA01700

On 13 January, I issued a formal apology in the Dáil on behalf of the State for the hurt
experienced by many former residents of Mother and Baby Institutions and County Homes. I
apologised for the profound generational wrong visited upon Irish mothers and their children
who ended up in a Mother and Baby Home or a County Home and for the shame and stigma
which they were subjected to. As part of that apology I acknowledged that the State had failed
in its duty of care to the mothers and children who spent time in these institutions.
This apology was one of the first steps taken by Government to respond to the findings of
the report. The overall response is being driven by the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth and the priority now is to plan and advance a wide range of actions
across the following themes, which are in addition to the apology that already issued:
- A survivor-centred approach
- Access to Personal Information
- Archiving and Databases
- Education and Research
- Memorialisation
- Restorative Recognition
- Dignified Burial.

10/02/2021WRA01800

Citizens’ Assembly

6. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Taoiseach if more than one citizens’ assembly can run
at once, particularly in view of the new online format; and, if not, the reason for same. [7132/21]
10/02/2021WRA01900

The Taoiseach: Consideration is being given to all possibilities with regard to methodology
for future Citizen’s Assemblies, but any decisions in this regard will be guided by the experience of the current Assembly which aims to report in June this year.
10/02/2021WRA02000

This is also being evaluated by an independent researcher who has been appointed to monitor and record, amongst other things, the perceived deliberative quality of the Assembly
Shared Island Unit

10/02/2021WRA02100

7. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Taoiseach the priorities for the shared island unit of
his Department for 2021. [7293/21]
10/02/2021WRA02200

10/02/2021WRA02300

The Taoiseach: The Government’s Shared Island initiative involves:

- Working in partnership with the Northern Ireland Executive, through the North South
Ministerial Council and with the British Government to address the strategic challenges facing
this island;
- Further developing the all-island economy, and deepening cooperation in key areas such as
Health and Education and investing in the North West and border regions; and
4
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- Fostering constructive and inclusive dialogue and supporting a comprehensive programme
of research to support the building of consensus around a shared future.
The Shared Island unit in my Department is tasked with driving and coordinating our Shared
Island initiative, working with Departments across Government, and this will remain the focus
of its work throughout 2021.
In Budget 2021, the Government announced the Shared Island Fund, with €500m to be
made available out to 2025, ring-fenced for Shared Island projects.
The Government’s priorities for such investment are set out in the Programme for Government and include:
- Working with the Executive to deliver key cross-border infrastructure initiatives, including
the A5, the Ulster Canal, the Narrow Water Bridge, and cross-border greenways, including the
Sligo-Enniskillen greenway;
- Working with the Executive and the UK Government to achieve greater connectivity on
the island, including for instance, to examine the feasibility of high-speed rail connections;
- Working with the Executive and the UK Government on new investment and development
opportunities in the North West and Border communities, including coordinated investment at
University of Ulster Magee Campus in Derry; and,
- Supporting a north/south programme of research and innovation, including an all-island
research hub.
Progressing these projects was a key focus of our discussions at the North South Ministerial
Council Plenary on 18 December and the Government will continue to work in partnership with
the Executive and through the North South Ministerial Council to progress these cross-border
investment projects which are part of our Shared Island commitments in the Programme for
Government.
I have also had constructive engagement with British Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, on the
Government’s Shared Island objectives and commitments, and have made it clear that we are
happy also to engage on an East-West basis as we take this work forward.
As part of the Shared Island initiative, the unit is progressing a comprehensive research programme, working with the Economic and Social Research Institute and other partners, with research outputs to be published through 2021 and subsequent years. The National Economic and
Social Council is also preparing a comprehensive report on Shared Island issues in 2021. This
will provide valuable input from economic, social and environmental partners. Strengthening
social, economic and political links on the island and the promotion of all-island approaches to
the strategic challenges facing Ireland, North and South are key objectives.
On 22 October, I launched the Shared Island Dialogue series to foster constructive and
inclusive civic dialogue on all aspects of a shared future on the island. The first Shared Island
Dialogue was held online on 26 November on the theme ‘New Generations and New Voices on
the Good Friday Agreement’. I took the opportunity to address more than 80 young people from
across the island who participated, representing different backgrounds and interests, and who
put forward their ideas for a shared future on the island across a range of themes.
A Shared Island Dialogue took place on 5 February, with the Minister for Environment,
Climate and Communications, Eamon Ryan TD, on the theme of ‘Environment and Climate addressing shared challenges on the island’. Over 100 participants participated in this online
5
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forum, including civil society groups, business and agriculture representatives, academic and
research experts, local authorities and environmental and sustainable development agencies.
The Shared Island Dialogue series will continue through 2021, delivered by the Shared Island unit in cooperation with Government Departments, to foster inclusive civic engagement on
important issues for the future of the island, including on health, education and economy, and
on key civic aspects of the Good Friday Agreement, including on identity and equality. Plenary
sessions are available online at www.gov.ie/sharedisland/dialogues.
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement

10/02/2021WRB00100

8. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the way in which the investor court system as contained in the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement would impact Government policy and decision-making
on environmental regulations, especially on mining and prospecting for minerals; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6900/21]
10/02/2021WRB00200

9. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his Department has carried out analysis on the potential of the investor court system, as
contained in the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement, to impact negatively Ireland’s capacity to reach climate emissions targets; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [7455/21]
10/02/2021WRB00300

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 8 and 9 together.
10/02/2021WRB00400

As the Deputy will be aware the full coming into force of the EU-Canada Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) once ratified across all Member States, will see the
implementation of the Investment Chapter of the Agreement including the resolution of disputes between investors and states, should they arise.
All international trade agreements have dispute resolution arrangements. Where such agreements cover (i) trade in both goods and services and (ii) investment rules and protections, then
there must be a dispute resolution mechanism that covers investments. The EU’s new approach
to investment protection is the Investment Court System (ICS) which is contained in CETA and
replaces the old Investor-State Dispute Settlement or ISDS mechanism.
ISDS, which has been in existence since the 1950s, enables overseas investors to resolve
disputes with the government of the country where their investment is made through binding
international arbitration. ISDS has, however, proved controversial in recent times and is now
regarded as outdated by the European Commission. In this regard, the Irish Government considered the European Commission was right to seek to address the concerns raised by NGOs
and others regarding ISDS in seeking to develop a new replacement mechanism – the Investment Court System (ICS) – to address concerns on transparency, legitimacy and public interest.
ICS addressees the concerns around the old ISDS system through:
- Greater transparency – hearings will be open and comments available on-line, and a right
to intervene for parties with an interest in the dispute will be provided;
- Safeguards to prevent forum-shopping;
- Provisions for the swift dismissal of frivolous claims should they arise;
6
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- The maintenance of a clear distinction between international law and domestic law;
- The avoidance of multiple and parallel proceedings in the ICS and national courts, and;
- The establishment of a permanent list of arbitrators.
The reforms to investment protection mean the ICS will involve:
- a public Investment Court System composed of a first instance Tribunal and an Appeal
Tribunal;
- the establishment of a permanent list of arbitrators with qualifications comparable to those
required for the members of permanent international courts, from which members will be selected to hear individual cases; and
- precise limitations on the ability of investors to take a case before the Tribunal.
CETA introduces a precise and specific standard of “fair and equitable treatment” of investors and investment. Therefore, an investor may only have recourse to the Investment Court
System (ICS) in very specific limited grounds such as in the case of the denial of justice, or
a fundamental breach of due process, or through targeted discrimination for example on the
grounds of race, religious belief or gender. None of these measures give the Government any
concern that Ireland would be subject to ICS proceedings. Moreover, it is important to note that
under the ICS a State can never be forced to change its legislation, only to pay fair compensation in cases where the investor is deemed to have been treated unfairly under the specific
grounds detailed. An investor cannot be given compensation just because they have lost profits
or suffered economic loss or costs.
As one of the first “new generation” EU Free Trade Agreements, CETA contains a dedicated
chapter on Trade and the Environment. The Agreement has some of the strongest commitments
ever included in a trade deal to promote labour rights, environmental protection and sustainable
development. CETA integrates the EU’s and Canada’s commitments to apply international rules
on workers’ rights, environmental protection and climate action. These obligations are binding,
with the same legal value as any other provision.
CETA also reaffirms the EU and Canada’s right to regulate to achieve legitimate policy objectives, such as the protection of public health, the environment or consumer protection.
Under CETA, Canadian firms are placed on an equal footing with their EU competitors,
including in relation to access to mining and prospecting investment. This means that Canadian
companies must comply with all EU and national legislation in the EU countries where they operate (in the same way as EU companies), and they must not be subject to discriminatory rules.
As part of the finalising of the Agreement, the EU and Canada also agreed a legally binding Joint Interpretative Instrument (JII) that was added to CETA to provide further assurances
in relation to public services, labour rights, environmental protection and investment. CETA
does not affect EU rules on food safety or the environment. Neither does it restrict the EU or
Canada from passing new laws in areas of public interest such as the environment, and health
and safety. Importantly, in CETA both sides also agree that more trade and investment should
not be at the expense of environmental protection and labour rights. On the contrary, the EU
and Canada are committed to ensuring that CETA helps ensure that economic growth, social
development, and environmental protection go hand in hand.
CETA does not restrict either the EU or Canada from passing new laws in areas of public interest such as the environment, and health and safety. Nor does CETA affect the Government’s
7
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scope for developing new laws in response to the needs and priorities of Irish citizens. CETA
includes commitments towards the sustainable management of forests, fisheries and aquaculture. It also includes commitments to cooperate on trade-related environmental issues of common interest such as climate change where the implementation of the Paris Agreement will be
an important shared responsibility for the European Union and its Member States and Canada.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRB00500

10. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if his attention has been drawn to difficulties faced by parents in accessing essential
items for their children, especially young children, and specifically shoes, which they grow
out of quickly and which need to be measured; and if he will examine same (details supplied).
[6168/21]
10/02/2021WRB00600

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19, only essential retail outlets will
remain open. Further information can be found on https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71level-5/. The decision to move to full scale Level 5 was not taken lightly and all factors were
considered. All measures in Level 5 will stay in place until at least March 5 2021.
10/02/2021WRB00700

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19)
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5. A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-forlevel-5/.
Level 5 does not restrict people from purchasing any product, it does however restrict people from physically going into non-essential stores. This is to stop people making unnecessary
journeys, congregating and browsing for non-essential goods, to limit the spread of the virus.
Under the current temporary restrictions click and collect, from non-essential retail outlets
is no longer permitted. Click or phone and deliver will continue.
Retailers can and have made arrangements, on compassionate grounds, for individual customers to urgently purchase a non-essential item in store. This is only in exceptional circumstances where it is not possible to plan ahead and avail of remote ordering services such as in
emergencies, e.g. admission to hospital.
We are asking retailers to fully get behind the spirit of the regulations. In particular, we are
asking retailers with mixed retail offering which have discrete spaces for essential and nonessential retail to make arrangements for the separation of relevant areas.
An Garda Síochána are engaging with retailers and enforcing the regulations where necessary.
We are asking retailers to operate staggered opening and closing hours, as well as facilitating starting and finishing hours, in order to minimise the impact on public transport and to
continue to provide dedicated hours for vulnerable customers.
My colleague Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and represen8
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tatives from the retail, grocery and distribution sector to continuously assess adherence to the
public health restrictions.
The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) ‘The Work Safely Protocol’ incorporates the current advice on the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the
community and workplaces. The Protocol is available on www.gov.ie The HSA is the lead
agency in overseeing compliance with the Protocol in the workplace. If employers or employees need further guidance on the Protocol, the HSA Helpline can be contacted at 1890 289 389
or wcu@hsa.ie.
In addition, the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) have also produced two
guidance documents, one for the retail Sector and one for Shopping Centres. Both documents
can be found on www.nsai.ie.
I would like to thank retailers and their customers for their efforts at this difficult time. By
each of us following the spirit of these new rules and working together we can hopefully return
to a lower level of the Living with COVID-19 framework.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRB00800

11. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if his attention has been drawn to the supports announced in Scotland (details
supplied) for the wedding industry; and his views on the establishment of a bespoke scheme for
the industry here. [6341/21]
10/02/2021WRB00900

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand the enormous difficulties the wedding industry is facing as the pandemic
rolls on. I fully appreciate that it is one of the industries worst affected and for the longest and
know that as we enter a second year of restrictions many in the sector must be fearing for their
future. I do hope that once the pandemic is over the wedding sector will have a number of good
years with so many weddings postponed. In the meantime, the Government wants to make sure
as many businesses as possible survive to see that day.
10/02/2021WRB01000

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage
Subsidy (EWSS) and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the weekly CRSS payment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, reduced VAT rates,
a commercial rates holiday, the Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity
Scheme as well as low cost loans.
Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. Details
of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/
en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.
These measures are in addition to the €7 billion July Stimulus of enterprise measures, which
includes the Wage Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of
which will help to improve cashflow amongst self-employed. We are providing for an extension
of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme
funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely affected businesses.
9
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As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eligible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes, to re-start
their business. Further information is available at www.gov.ie.
On the 9th of December, following engagement with the Arts sector and other self-employed sectors my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for Social Protection,
announced the doubling of the PUP threshold from the current €480 over four weeks to €960
over an eight-week period effective immediately. This measure is to assist those who are trying to restart their businesses and will allow self-employed people to take on intermittent jobs
without losing their entitlement to the PUP.
The Government also announced the provision of support of €50m for the live entertainment
sector in Budget 2021. This will include measures for the commercial entertainment sector and
will support live entertainment across the country. The 2021 supports for the live entertainment
sector will be the subject of further consultation with stakeholders. It will also be informed by
the pilot live performance scheme in 2020 which is being rolled out now.
The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other
packages on offer in other countries. The new scheme, announced this week, the COVID Business Aid Scheme (CBAS) will provide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in
receipt of a rates bill from their local authority. While the grant is modest, it will help smaller
businesses in particular to cover these costs – rent, insurance, utilities, security.
The Government is very much open to proposals from the wedding sector as to how we can
help further. However, Government schemes to support businesses are generally designed to
help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and it is not possible to provide compensation for
loss of personal income or profits.
My colleagues, Minister Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture,
Sport and the Gaeltacht and Minister Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and
the Marine may be able to provide more specific details on the events and hospitality industry
and details on supports for the food sector respectively.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRB01100

12. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment the measures in place to help retail workers enforce the mandatory face covering
rule and protect them from abuse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6369/21]
10/02/2021WRB01200

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Under Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19, only essential retail outlets will
remain open. Further information can be found on https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71level-5/. The decision to move to full scale Level 5 was not taken lightly and all factors were
considered. All measures in Level 5 will stay in place until at least March 5 2021.
10/02/2021WRB01300

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19)
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5. A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-forlevel-5/.
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The issue of customer non-compliance has been raised by retailers with my officials. I understand that this relates to a minority of customers as most continue to respect the regulations
as well as retailers and fellow shoppers.
However, my Department’s Communications Unit continues to raise awareness around this
issue and liaises with Garda Communications and other Government departments to further
promote this messaging.
An Garda Síochána are engaging with retailers and enforcing the regulations where necessary.
My colleague Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and representatives from the retail, grocery and distribution sector to continuously assess adherence to the
public health restrictions.
Earlier this week, Minister English released a statement thanking shoppers for wearing face
masks and respecting retail workers in essential stores. He reiterated that by law, face coverings
must be worn while shopping. Keeping to these guidelines protects other shoppers and retail
staff.
The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) ‘The Work Safely Protocol’ incorporates the current advice on the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the
community and workplaces. The Protocol is available on www.gov.ie The HSA is the lead
agency in overseeing compliance with the Protocol in the workplace. If employers or employees need further guidance on the Protocol, the HSA Helpline can be contacted at 1890 289 389
or wcu@hsa.ie.
In addition, the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) have also produced two
guidance documents, one for the retail Sector and one for Shopping Centres. Both documents
can be found on www.nsai.ie.
I would like to thank retailers for their efforts at this difficult time. By each of us following
the spirit of these new rules and working together we can hopefully return to a lower level of
the Living with COVID-19 framework.
Enterprise Ireland

10/02/2021WRB01400

13. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if he will provide a report on the activity of the Enterprise Ireland office in Toronto, Canada. [6608/21]
10/02/2021WRB01500

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Through the Agency’s network of 40 international offices, client companies are assisted
to increase exports by providing market intelligence and market entry support for their internationalisation strategies. Growing Irish exports into North America, including Canada, is a key
strategic focus of Enterprise Ireland. Enterprise Ireland has two offices in Canada, Toronto and
Montreal. In that regard, Enterprise Ireland’s office in Toronto opened in October 2006.
10/02/2021WRB01600

Canada, in particular, is an important destination for Irish exports, with €365 million of
exports to Canada reported by Enterprise Ireland’s clients in 2019. This represented 7% growth
year-on-year, marking Canada as top 10 export market for Irish companies. Key export sectors
include Fintech and Services; Education; Digital Technologies; Engineering; Healthcare and
Food.
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The Toronto office supports Irish companies to expand into the Canadian market, particularly in the following areas.
- Digital Technologies
- Industrial Technologies
- Education services
- Healthcare and Lifesciences
The Toronto office is actively connecting with buyers in the marketplace and linking them to
Irish companies in these sectors. These efforts assist in setting up in-market and scaling the Irish
companies in the market. As part of this, Enterprise Ireland’s Toronto office engages with the
Irish diaspora, including by working closely with other Government Departments and Agencies
as part of a Team Ireland approach. The Toronto office is also working with companies on their
future growth strategies in the Canadian market through the provision of market and business
intelligence to assist companies entering or scaling in the region.
During 2021, Enterprise Ireland’s Toronto office is focused on delivering a range of online,
virtual events and client engagements to aid Irish companies’ access to Canadian market opportunities.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRB01700

14. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if he will consider introducing a scheme similar to that devised by the Scottish
Government to assist workers in the wedding industry (details supplied) whose incomes have
been devastated by the lockdowns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6715/21]
10/02/2021WRB01800

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand the enormous difficulties the wedding industry is facing as the pandemic
rolls on. I fully appreciate that it is one of the industries worst affected and for the longest and
know that as we enter a second year of restrictions many in the sector must be fearing for their
future. I do hope that once the pandemic is over the wedding sector will have a number of good
years with so many weddings postponed. In the meantime, the Government wants to make sure
as many businesses as possible survive to see that day.
10/02/2021WRB01900

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage
Subsidy (EWSS) and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the weekly CRSS payment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, reduced VAT rates,
a commercial rates holiday, the Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity
Scheme as well as low cost loans.
Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. Details
of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/
en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.
These measures are in addition to the €7 billion July Stimulus of enterprise measures, which
includes the Wage Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Pay12

10 February 2021

ment, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of
which will help to improve cashflow amongst self-employed. We are providing for an extension
of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme
funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely affected businesses.
As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eligible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes, to re-start
their business. Further information is available at www.gov.ie.
On the 9th of December, following engagement with the Arts sector and other self-employed sectors my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for Social Protection,
announced the doubling of the PUP threshold from the current €480 over four weeks to €960
over an eight-week period effective immediately. This measure is to assist those who are trying to restart their businesses and will allow self-employed people to take on intermittent jobs
without losing their entitlement to the PUP.
The Government also announced the provision of support of €50m for the live entertainment
sector in Budget 2021. This will include measures for the commercial entertainment sector and
will support live entertainment across the country. The 2021 supports for the live entertainment
sector will be the subject of further consultation with stakeholders. It will also be informed by
the pilot live performance scheme in 2020 which is being rolled out now.
The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other
packages on offer in other countries. The new scheme, announced this week, the COVID Business Aid Scheme (CBAS) will provide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in
receipt of a rates bill from their local authority. While the grant is modest, it will help smaller
businesses in particular to cover these costs – rent, insurance, utilities, security.
The Government is very much open to proposals from the wedding sector as to how we can
help further. However, Government schemes to support businesses are generally designed to
help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and it is not possible to provide compensation for
loss of personal income or profits.
My colleagues, Minister Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture,
Sport and the Gaeltacht and Minister Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and
the Marine may be able to provide more specific details on the events and hospitality industry
and details on supports for the food sector respectively.
IDA Ireland

10/02/2021WRB02000

15. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will provide details of the vacant IDA Ireland sites by county; the IDA sites
being used by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6719/21]
10/02/2021WRB02100

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): IDA Ireland has properties and sites available for marketing nationwide. The Agency
requires buildings and land to promote to its FDI clients coming to Ireland for the first time and
for those seeking to expand their existing investments.
10/02/2021WRB02200

The availability of such infrastructure is a key element of IDA’s range of marketing tools
that is required to win projects in the competitive world of mobile investment. It enables companies to expedite their investments both start up and existing and supports the regional strategy
which is an important component of the Agency’s current strategy.
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IDA marketable lands by Town and County are set out below:
Property Name
Carlow AOB Site
Cavan B&T Park
Springfield Estate
Foxhole
Poundlick Estate
Mallow B&T Park
Pulleen
Rathealy
Kilbarry B&T Park
Carrigtohill B&T Park
Rathgoggan Estate
Drombrow
Laragh Estate
Ringaskiddy
Cork B&T Park
Ringaskiddy Estate
Rossa Ave
Fermoy B&T Park
Cork Carrigtohill East
Lurganboy
Knocknamona
Letterkenny B&T Park
Letterkenny Lisnenan 2
Whitestown Ind Est
Poppintree Ind Est
Blanchardstown B&T Park
Swords Business Park Greenfields
Belcamp B&T Park
Tuam Business Park
Roundstone
Mountbellew Business Park
Gort Business Park
Glenamaddy Business Park
Parkmore B&T Park (W&E)
Ballygar Site
Ballinasloe B&T Park
Tuam Science & Technology
Park
Oranmore Science & Tech
Park
Athenry Strategic Site
Farrantoreen
Dingle
Killarney B&T Park
Newbridge Business Park
Newbridge BP (new)

Property Town
Carlow
Cavan
Youghal
Youghal
Skibbereen
Mallow
Kanturk
Fermoy
Cork City
Carrigtohill
Charleville
Bantry
Bandon
Cork City
Cork City
Cork City
Cork City
Fermoy
Carrigtohill East
Donegal/Tully/Clar/B
Letterkenny
Letterkenny/Manorcun
Letterkenny/Manorcun
Dublin 24
Dublin 11
Blanchardstown
Swords

Property County
County Carlow
County Cavan
County Cork
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
County Donegal
“
“
“
County Dublin
“
“
“

Property Type
Strategic Site
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Strategic Site
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Strategic Site
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Industrial Estate

Dublin 5
Tuam
Roundstone
Mountbellew/Ballygar
Gort
Glenamaddy
Galway City
Ballygar
Ballinasloe
Tuam

“
County Galway
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“

Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Business Park

Galway City

“

Strategic Site

Athenry
Killorglin
Dingle
Killarney
Newbridge
Newbridge

“
County Kerry
“
“
County Kildare
“

Strategic Site
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Strategic Site
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Property Name
Purcellsinch Ind. Park
Kilkenny B&T Park
Belview Strategic Site
Portlaoise B&T Park
Carrick-On-Shannon B&T
Park
Carrick-On-Shannon
Drumshanbo
Carrickleitrim
Mohill
The National Technology Park
Raheen Business Park
Aghafad
Greenore
Dundalk B&T Park
Dundalk Mullagharlin East
Bangor Erris Industrial Park
Castlebar B&T Park
Foxford Business Park
Ballina
Navan B&T Park
Drogheda B&T Park (new)
Monaghan Business Park
Tullamore Industrial Estate
Tullamore B&T Park
Clara
Roscommon B&T Park
Station Rd
Easkey Business Park
Sligo B&T Park
Sligo - Strategic Site
Knockanrawley
Clonmel Business Park
Waterford Industrial Estate
Waterford B&T Park
Dungarvan B&T Park
Clonmore Ind. Est.
Athlone B&T Park Garrycastle
Garrankesh Estate
Mullingar B&T Park
Ballymahon Road
Wexford B&T Park
Wexford Whitemills
Moyne Upper
Greystones B&T Park
Arklow B&T Park

Property Town
Kilkenny
Kilkenny
Belview
Portlaoise
Carrick-On-Shannon

Property County
County Kilkenny
“
“
County Laois
County Leitrim

Property Type
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Strategic Site
Business Park
Business Park

Carrick-On-Shannon
Drumshanbo
Manorhamilton
Mohill
Limerick
Limerick
Longford
Greenore
Dundalk
Dundalk/Ravensdale
Bangor Erris
Castlebar
Foxford
Ballina
Navan
Drogheda
Monaghan
Tullamore
Tullamore
Clara
Roscommon
Castlerea
Easkey
Sligo
Sligo
Tipperary
Clonmel
Waterford
Waterford
Dungarvan
Mullingar
Athlone
Athlone
Mullingar
Athlone
Wexford
Wexford
Enniscorthy
Greystones
Arklow

“
“
“
“
County Limerick
“
County Longford
County Louth
“
“
County Mayo
“
“
“
County Meath
“
County Monaghan
County Offaly
“
“
County Roscommon
“
County Sligo
“
“
County Tipperary
“
County Waterford
“
“
County Westmeath
“
“
“
“
County Wexford
“
“
County Wicklow
“

Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Strategic Site
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Business Park
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Business Park
Business Park
Business Park
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Industrial Estate
Business Park

Key: B & T Business and Technology Park
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Health and Safety Authority

10/02/2021WRB02300

16. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment further to Parliamentary Question No. 19 of 27 January 2021, the exact number of
unannounced Health and Safety Authority inspections. [6744/21]
10/02/2021WRB02400

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I am advised by the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) that they do not keep a record for
every sector differentiating between announced and unannounced inspections and therefore it is
not possible to provide the Deputy with an exact figure for the number of unannounced inspections that took place in 2020.
10/02/2021WRB02500

However, I am assured by the HSA that the vast majority of their inspections remain unannounced and that the number of announced inspections carried out in any given year is small in
number - the number provided by the Health and Safety Authority is an estimate. The amount
of unannounced inspections is around 95% of the overall total number of inspections in any
given year. An approximate estimation of unannounced inspections for 2020 would be over
eight thousand, six hundred given the total of 9,135 inspections in 2020.
Some of the exceptional circumstances where prior notification may be appropriate and
necessary include security, availability of essential personnel and operational reasons.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRB02600

17. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if he will review correspondence (details supplied); if he can provide advice on the
matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6746/21]
10/02/2021WRB02700

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Fashion retail is non-essential and is closed to the public. Retailers can provide online
sales, but must use only minimum staff on site for fulfilment and ordering and administrative
work should be done from home. Where fulfilment of online orders is not being done from individual stores but from warehouses, then staff should not be travelling to stores other than for
essential work such as security etc.
10/02/2021WRB02800

From the outset of Covid-19, many employers have taken the initiative, in line with subsequent requests from the Government, to be as flexible as possible in allowing staff time off
to look after their children who are not attending school or crèche. Employers have a general
duty of care towards their workers and that care is often expressed in the form of negotiation,
compromise and flexibility. Some of the options to be considered for workers with caring responsibilities that preclude them from working their normal hours in the normal, pre-Covid
may include - Offering paid compassionate leave,
- Allowing employees to work from home,
- Altering shifts, so that employees can coordinate caring between themselves and partners,
or another person,
- Allowing employees to rearrange holidays,
- Allowing employees to rearrange parental leave,
16

10 February 2021

- Allowing employees to take paid time off that can be worked back at a later time etc.
- Allowing employees to take unpaid leave until they can return to work full or part-time.
I would encourage any employees affected by the lack of childcare to engage with their
employer in the first instance to explore all options available to enable them to continue working. I would encourage employers to be as flexible and supportive as possible with a view to
maintaining good employment relationships over the long term.
In circumstances where employers fail to consider any reasonable accommodations, employees may have recourse to pursue a complaint to the Workplace Relations Commission
(WRC) under the relevant legislation such as Unfair Dismissals Acts 1977 to 2015, the Safety,
Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 or the Employment Equality Acts 1998 to 2015.
Responsibility for the Employment Equality Acts rests with my colleague, the Minister for
Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.
Brexit Supports

10/02/2021WRB02900

18. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the number of businesses in counties Cavan and Monaghan that have availed of the
Brexit loan scheme. [6760/21]
10/02/2021WRB03000

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Brexit Loan Scheme makes working capital lending available to eligible businesses
exposed to impacts arising from the UK’s withdrawal from the EU as they seek to innovate,
change or adapt in response to these impacts.
10/02/2021WRB03100

Loans under the scheme range from €25,000 to €1.5m for terms of up to three years and are
offered at favourable terms compared to otherwise similar lending in the market. For example,
there is no security required on loans of up to €500,000 and loans under the scheme are offered
at a maximum interest rate of 4%.
The Brexit Loan Scheme features a two-stage application process, whereby businesses must
first apply to the SBCI to confirm their eligibility under the scheme. Successful applicants are
issued an eligibility reference number, which they can then use to make a loan application to a
participating finance provider.
Granular details of the scheme’s uptake, including the breakdown of activity per county,
are reported on a quarterly basis, and the following data is that as of the most recent quarterly
report, dated 30 September 2020:
- As of the most recent report, there had been 23 eligibility codes approved under the Brexit
Loan Scheme to businesses in county Cavan. Of those, 5 had progressed to draw loans under
the scheme to a total value of €650,000.
- As of the most recent report, there had been 27 eligibility codes approved under the Brexit
Loan Scheme to businesses in county Monaghan. Of those, 3 had progressed to draw loans under the scheme to a total value of €233,000.
A quarterly report covering the period to the end of Q4 2020 is expected in the coming
weeks. While my Department is awaiting this final data, it is expected that there will be little
change in these numbers as many businesses have diverted their attention to dealing with the
immediate impacts of COVID-19.
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As of 25 January 2021, there has been a total of 1,232 applications received under the Brexit
Loan Scheme and 285 loans sanctioned to a total value of €57.64m.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRB03200

19. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on matters raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [6789/21]
10/02/2021WRB03300

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand the enormous difficulties the wedding industry is facing as the pandemic
rolls on. I fully appreciate that it is one of the industries worst affected and for the longest and
know that as we enter a second year of restrictions many in the sector must be fearing for their
future. I do hope that once the pandemic is over the wedding sector will have a number of good
years with so many weddings postponed. In the meantime, the Government wants to make sure
as many businesses as possible survive to see that day.
10/02/2021WRB03400

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage
Subsidy (EWSS) and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the weekly CRSS payment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, reduced VAT rates,
a commercial rates holiday, the Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity
Scheme as well as low cost loans.
Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. Details
of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/
en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.
These measures are in addition to the €7 billion July Stimulus of enterprise measures, which
includes the Wage Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of
which will help to improve cashflow amongst self-employed. We are providing for an extension
of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme
funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely affected businesses.
As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eligible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes, to re-start
their business. Further information is available at www.gov.ie.
On the 9th of December, following engagement with the Arts sector and other self-employed sectors my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for Social Protection,
announced the doubling of the PUP threshold from the current €480 over four weeks to €960
over an eight-week period effective immediately. This measure is to assist those who are trying to restart their businesses and will allow self-employed people to take on intermittent jobs
without losing their entitlement to the PUP.
The Government also announced the provision of support of €50m for the live entertainment
sector in Budget 2021. This will include measures for the commercial entertainment sector and
will support live entertainment across the country. The 2021 supports for the live entertainment
sector will be the subject of further consultation with stakeholders. It will also be informed by
the pilot live performance scheme in 2020 which is being rolled out now.
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The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other
packages on offer in other countries. The new scheme, announced this week, the COVID Business Aid Scheme (CBAS) will provide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in
receipt of a rates bill from their local authority. While the grant is modest, it will help smaller
businesses in particular to cover these costs – rent, insurance, utilities, security.
The Government is very much open to proposals from the wedding sector as to how we can
help further. However, Government schemes to support businesses are generally designed to
help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and it is not possible to provide compensation for
loss of personal income or profits.
My colleagues, Minister Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture,
Sport and the Gaeltacht and Minister Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and
the Marine may be able to provide more specific details on the events and hospitality industry
and details on supports for the food sector respectively.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRB03500

20. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if his attention has been drawn to the position of those in the wedding industry, many of whom fall outside current Covid-19-related financial support schemes, and all of
whose income has been significantly impacted by the pandemic (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6799/21]
10/02/2021WRB03600

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand the enormous difficulties the wedding industry is facing as the pandemic
rolls on. I fully appreciate that it is one of the industries worst affected and for the longest and
know that as we enter a second year of restrictions many in the sector must be fearing for their
future. I do hope that once the pandemic is over the wedding sector will have a number of good
years with so many weddings postponed. In the meantime, the Government wants to make sure
as many businesses as possible survive to see that day.
10/02/2021WRB03700

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage
Subsidy (EWSS) and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the weekly CRSS payment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, reduced VAT rates,
a commercial rates holiday, the Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity
Scheme as well as low cost loans.
Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. Details
of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/
en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.
These measures are in addition to the €7 billion July Stimulus of enterprise measures, which
includes the Wage Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of
which will help to improve cashflow amongst self-employed. We are providing for an extension
of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme
funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely affected businesses.
As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eli19
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gible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes, to re-start
their business. Further information is available at www.gov.ie.
On the 9th of December, following engagement with the Arts sector and other self-employed sectors my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for Social Protection,
announced the doubling of the PUP threshold from the current €480 over four weeks to €960
over an eight-week period effective immediately. This measure is to assist those who are trying to restart their businesses and will allow self-employed people to take on intermittent jobs
without losing their entitlement to the PUP.
The Government also announced the provision of support of €50m for the live entertainment
sector in Budget 2021. This will include measures for the commercial entertainment sector and
will support live entertainment across the country. The 2021 supports for the live entertainment
sector will be the subject of further consultation with stakeholders. It will also be informed by
the pilot live performance scheme in 2020 which is being rolled out now.
The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other
packages on offer in other countries. The new scheme, announced this week, the COVID Business Aid Scheme (CBAS), will provide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in
receipt of a rates bill from their local authority. While the grant is modest, it will help smaller
businesses in particular to cover these costs – rent, insurance, utilities, security.
The Government is very much open to proposals from the wedding sector as to how we can
help further. However, Government schemes to support businesses are generally designed to
help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and it is not possible to provide compensation for
loss of personal income or profits.
My colleagues, Minister Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture,
Sport and the Gaeltacht and Minister Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and
the Marine may be able to provide more specific details on the events and hospitality industry
and details on supports for the food sector respectively.
IDA Ireland

10/02/2021WRB03800

21. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the position on the provision of employment at a facility (details supplied) in County
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6839/21]
10/02/2021WRB03900

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Central Pharma announced in December 2018 plans to establish an EMEA accredited
contract packaging and supply centre at the IDA’s Advanced Technology Building in Tralee.
10/02/2021WRB04000

I understand that the company has subsequently experienced delays in progressing their
plans in part due to Covid-19 restrictions which have delayed work on the site.
The IDA has informed me that the company expects to begin production in 2021 and has
given assurances that it remains committed to its plans for the site. Recruitment is currently
underway for lead staff, that will be followed by further hires.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRB04100

22. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade

10/02/2021WRB04200
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and Employment the assistance that can be provided to wedding planners whose businesses
and livelihoods have been impacted significantly by Covid-19 restrictions; the action he is taking to address their concerns (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6879/21]
Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I understand the enormous difficulties the wedding industry is facing as the pandemic
rolls on. I fully appreciate that it is one of the industries worst affected and for the longest and
know that as we enter a second year of restrictions many in the sector must be fearing for their
future. I do hope that once the pandemic is over the wedding sector will have a number of good
years with so many weddings postponed. In the meantime, the Government wants to make sure
as many businesses as possible survive to see that day.
10/02/2021WRB04300

The financial support the Government is providing businesses and workers affected by the
pandemic is unprecedented. Almost a million people of working age are now in receipt of
weekly payments including the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), Employment Wage
Subsidy (EWSS) and Jobseekers Benefit or Allowance. Support for business includes the weekly CRSS payment for businesses forced to close their doors to the public, reduced VAT rates,
a commercial rates holiday, the Sustaining Enterprise Fund, the Tourism Business Continuity
Scheme as well as low cost loans.
Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. Details
of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/
en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.
These measures are in addition to the €7 billion July Stimulus of enterprise measures, which
includes the Wage Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of
which will help to improve cashflow amongst self-employed. We are providing for an extension
of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme
funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely affected businesses.
As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eligible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes, to re-start
their business. Further information is available at www.gov.ie.
On the 9th of December, following engagement with the Arts sector and other self-employed sectors my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for Social Protection,
announced the doubling of the PUP threshold from the current €480 over four weeks to €960
over an eight-week period effective immediately. This measure is to assist those who are trying to restart their businesses and will allow self-employed people to take on intermittent jobs
without losing their entitlement to the PUP.
The Government also announced the provision of support of €50m for the live entertainment
sector in Budget 2021. This will include measures for the commercial entertainment sector and
will support live entertainment across the country. The 2021 supports for the live entertainment
sector will be the subject of further consultation with stakeholders. It will also be informed by
the pilot live performance scheme in 2020 which is being rolled out now.
The three main schemes, the CRSS, EWSS and PUP compare favourably with any other
packages on offer in other countries. The new scheme, announced this week, the COVID Business Aid Scheme (CBAS) will provide funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in
receipt of a rates bill from their local authority. While the grant is modest, it will help smaller
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businesses in particular to cover these costs – rent, insurance, utilities, security.
The Government is very much open to proposals from the wedding sector as to how we can
help further. However, Government schemes to support businesses are generally designed to
help meet fixed costs that cannot be avoided and it is not possible to provide compensation for
loss of personal income or profits.
My colleagues, Minister Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture,
Sport and the Gaeltacht and Minister Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and
the Marine may be able to provide more specific details on the events and hospitality industry
and details on supports for the food sector respectively.
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement

10/02/2021WRB04400

23. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the risks to Irish consumers, SMEs and the State by ratification of the EU-Canada
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6896/21]
10/02/2021WRB04500

25. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on referring the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement to the Oireachtas Committee on Enterprise, Trade and Employment for pre-ratification
scrutiny before it is voted on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6899/21]
10/02/2021WRB04600

26. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if there are environmental rights protections in the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6901/21]
10/02/2021WRB04700

27. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on referring the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement to the Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action for pre-ratification scrutiny regarding
environmental and climate issues before it is voted on; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6902/21]
10/02/2021WRB04800

28. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment his views on referring the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement to the Oireachtas Committee on Justice for pre-ratification scrutiny regarding the impact
on the rights of Irish residents before it is voted on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6904/21]
10/02/2021WRB04900

39. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if ratification of the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
could enable corporations to try to sue governments under a special investor court system, a
mechanism that would bypass domestic and EU courts; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7452/21]
10/02/2021WRB05000

40. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the legal mechanisms that will be available to the Government to challenge the final
decision of the investor court system, that is, after the conclusions of tribunals and appeals
processes as outlined in the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7453/21]
10/02/2021WRB05100

10/02/2021WRB05200

41. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em22
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ployment his views on deferring ratification of the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement until ongoing court cases regarding the ratification of the agreement are concluded in other European jurisdictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7454/21]
Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 23, 25 to 28, inclusive, and 39 to 41, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRB05300

The EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) is a modern and
progressive Free Trade Agreement which has provisionally applied across the EU since the
21st September 2017. The Agreement covers virtually every aspect of economic activity and
will provide new market opportunities in many sectors for Irish firms given the extensive bilateral business links between Ireland and Canada. Indeed, outside of Europe, the US and China,
Canada is our largest indigenous export market. More than 400 Enterprise Ireland clients are
doing business in the Canadian market employing over 6,000 people. Since the commencement
of provisional application, duties on 98% of products that the EU trades with Canada have been
removed. Furthermore, exports of Irish goods and services to Canada totalled approximately
€3.9 billion in 2019, a 35% increase compared to 2016, the last full year, prior to the provisional
application of CETA.
Provisional application is a standard mechanism provided for in the EU’s Free Trade Agreements. This means that those areas where the EU has full competence may be applied immediately once the Agreement has been voted for by Council and the European Parliament. It is an
important mechanism that allows companies and consumers to benefit from a trade agreement
at an early stage, as the completion of national ratification procedures across all 27 Member
States can take a number of years. To date, 15 Member States have signaled to the General
Secretariat of the Council of the European Union the completion of their respective national
ratification procedures while several other Member States are currently progressing approval of
the Agreement, most recently Romania in December 2020.
The provisions that are in force since 21st September 2017 include the elimination of tariffs
on almost all key exports, access to the Canadian procurement market, the easing of regulatory
barriers, and more transparent rules for market access.
Moreover, the benefits and opportunities to business in the removal of non-tariff barriers to
trade (NTBs) - in areas such as regulatory co-operation, trade facilitation measures, streamlined
administration etc., will directly benefit Irish consumers. CETA will scrap or cut almost all the
customs duties which EU importers have to pay on goods coming from Canada. As well as final
products, the cost of parts, components and other inputs goods used to make final products also
falls. This is the case already under provisional application of the Agreement. So, consumers
can potentially enjoy lower prices and a wider choice of products and services, but only if the
Canadian import satisfies all EU product rules including social and environmental standards, as
well as people’s health and safety and consumer rights.
The benefits and opportunities to business in the agreement will be especially valuable for
SMEs, given that trade barriers tend to disproportionately burden smaller firms, which have
fewer resources to overcome them than larger firms. Indeed, CETA contains an entire chapter
exclusively dedicated to SMEs aimed at addressing those specific constraints that might otherwise limit SMEs taking full advantage of the improved EU-Canada trade agreement market
access.
In services and investment CETA is the most far-reaching agreement the EU has ever concluded. Almost half of the benefits anticipated from CETA are expected in the services sector.
CETA makes it easier for EU individuals and companies to provide services to Canadian customers and vice versa. It covers services such as legal, accountancy, transport and telecoms.
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There are considerable opportunities for Ireland given our strengths in services where Ireland
has been particularly successful in expanding its share of the world’s services market in recent
years with services exports accounting for approximately 60% of all exports in 2019. In this
regard, there are a range of sectoral opportunities for Irish companies in Canada, including –
- Financial software,
- telecoms sector,
- digital media, content and gaming,
- education and e-learning,
- agritech/engineering,
- life sciences and
- digital health and consumer retail.
The full coming into force of the Agreement once ratified across all Member States, will
see the implementation of the Investment Chapter of the Agreement including the resolution of
disputes between investors and states, should they arise.
All international trade agreements have dispute resolution arrangements. Where such agreements cover (i) trade in both goods and services and (ii) investment rules and protections, then
there must be a dispute resolution mechanism that covers investments. The EU’s new approach
to investment protection is the Investment Court System (ICS) which is contained in CETA and
replaces the old Investor-State Dispute Settlement or ISDS mechanism. ISDS, which has been
in existence since the 1950s, enables overseas investors to resolve disputes with the government
of the country where their investment is made through binding international arbitration. ISDS
has been included in more than 2,000 investment treaties but has proved controversial in recent
times and is now regarded as outdated by the European Commission. In this regard, the Irish
Government considered the European Commission was right to seek to address the concerns
raised by NGOs and others regarding ISDS in seeking to develop a new replacement mechanism – the Investment Court System (ICS) – to address concerns on transparency, legitimacy
and public interest. ICS is the Investment Dispute Settlement system incorporated in CETA.
To this end, investors may utilise either national courts or the ICS, but cannot “forum-shop”.
Equally, it is important to remember that a Canadian firm can seek to sue the government for
alleged unfair treatment or discrimination in our Courts whether CETA exists or not. CETA
simply provides an arbitration alternative. However, that alternative, unlike a challenge in the
Courts, cannot find any act by Government to be ultra vires or unconstitutional - it is only concerned with redress for proven harm.
ICS itself addressees the criticisms of the old ISDS system through:
- Greater transparency – hearings will be open and comments available on-line, and a right
to intervene for parties with an interest in the dispute will be provided;
- Safeguards to prevent forum-shopping;
- Provisions for the swift dismissal of frivolous claims should they arise;
- The maintenance of a clear distinction between international law and domestic law;
- The avoidance of multiple and parallel proceedings in the ICS and national courts, and;
24

10 February 2021

- The establishment of a permanent list of arbitrators.
The reforms to investment protection mean the ICS will involve:
- a public Investment Court System composed of a first instance Tribunal and an Appeal
Tribunal;
- the establishment of a permanent list of arbitrators with qualifications – comparable to
those required for the members of permanent international courts, from which members will be
selected to hear individual cases; and
- precise limitations on the ability of investors to take a case before the Tribunal.
Irish companies investing in Canada have only one legal system and one constitutional
framework to navigate should they believe they have been discriminated against. In contrast,
Canadian companies investing in Europe are faced with 27 legal systems and constitutions. The
Investment Court System provides a single, consistent mechanism where investors, be they
Canadian or European, can seek redress.
It is also important to point out that CETA reaffirms the EU and Canada’s right to regulate to
achieve legitimate policy objectives, such as the protection of public health, the environment or
consumer protection, meaning measures relating to plain packaging on cigarettes, or minimum
alcohol pricing can continue to be introduced.
CETA introduces a precise and specific standard of “fair and equitable treatment” of investors and investment. Therefore, an investor may only have recourse to the Investment Court
System (ICS) in very specific limited grounds such as in the case of the denial of justice, or
a fundamental breach of due process, or through targeted discrimination for example on the
grounds of race, religious belief or gender. None of these measures give the Government any
concern that Ireland would be subject to ICS proceedings. Moreover, it is important to note that
under the ICS a State can never be forced to change its legislation, only to pay fair compensation in cases where the investor is deemed to have been treated unfairly under the specific
grounds detailed. An investor cannot be given compensation just because they have lost profits
or suffered economic loss or costs.
In September 2017, Belgium requested the opinion of the Court of Justice of the European
Union regarding the compatibility of the ICS with EU law. The Opinion of the Court in Case
1/17 was issued on 30th April 2019 and held that the dispute settlement mechanism in CETA
is compatible with EU law and complies with (i) the principle of autonomy of EU law and the
exclusive jurisdiction of the CJEU for the interpretation of EU law, (ii) the principle of equal
treatment and of the requirement of effectiveness of EU law, and (iii) the Charter of Fundamental Rights, in particular of the right of access to a court and right to an independent and impartial
tribunal under the Charter.
The rules for the functioning of the CETA Appellate Tribunal have now been set out. These
rules will ensure an effective two-step investigation including an appeal function, bringing it
more in line with the structure operating at WTO level. In addition to the Tribunal, and the
Appellate Tribunal, CETA also provides for rules for Mediation, an area which traditional investment agreements have largely overlooked, with the objective of facilitating the finding of
a mutually agreed solution with the assistance of a mediator, without the requirement to access
the Tribunal. A code of conduct for the judges of the ICS has also been established, to further
bolster the assurances of the highest ethics standards already contained in the agreement.
Turning to the environment, as one of the first “new generation” EU Free Trade Agreements, CETA contains a dedicated chapter on Trade and the Environment. The Agreement has
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some of the strongest commitments ever included in a trade deal to promote labour rights, environmental protection and sustainable development. CETA integrates the EU’s and Canada’s
commitments to apply international rules on workers’ rights, environmental protection and climate action. These obligations are binding, with the same legal value as any other provision.
CETA does not restrict either the EU or Canada from passing new laws in areas of public interest such as the environment, and health and safety. Nor does CETA affect the Government’s
scope for developing new laws in response to the needs and priorities of Irish citizens. CETA
includes commitments towards the sustainable management of forests, fisheries and aquaculture. It also includes commitments to cooperate on trade-related environmental issues of common interest such as climate change where the implementation of the Paris Agreement will be
an important shared responsibility for the European Union and its Member States and Canada.
As part of the finalising of the Agreement, the EU and Canada also agreed a legally binding
Joint Interpretative Instrument (JII) that was added to CETA to provide further assurances in
relation to public services, labour rights, environmental protection and investment. It is important to point out that CETA reaffirms the EU and Canada’s right to regulate to achieve legitimate
policy objectives. Importantly, in CETA both sides also agree that more trade and investment
should not be at the expense of environmental protection and labour rights. On the contrary, the
EU and Canada are committed to ensuring that CETA helps ensure that economic growth, social
development, and environmental protection go hand in hand.
Regarding Ireland’s own ratification, given that there can be no doubt that CETA is a progressive, high-standard agreement, I believe our own credibility in promoting open and fair
global trade would be undermined if we are not in a position to ratify this Agreement.
As a small, open economy, Ireland has benefitted immensely from our export orientated
enterprises trading across the globe and, therefore, we fully support balanced international trade
and the suite of EU Free Trade Agreements that seek to underpin this. Equally, Ireland has been
an attractive destination for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) for many decades and participating in EU-Third Country Agreements that address Investment Protection continue to assist marketing Ireland as a competitive FDI-friendly jurisdiction for multinational enterprise to make
their investments with the attendant jobs and prosperity that that entails.
In relation to the Deputy’s question on referring CETA to an Oireachtas Committee, I believe the Committee on European Union Affairs would be best placed to carry out an informed
and timely discussion. I look forward to the opportunity of bringing the relevant motion forward to the Dáil in due course.
Foreign Direct Investment

10/02/2021WRB05400

24. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if Ireland has bilateral investment treaties; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6897/21]
10/02/2021WRB05500

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland has no Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) with 3rd Countries.
10/02/2021WRB05600

Following the adoption of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009, the European Commission was conferred with the competence to act on behalf of Member States in relation to trade and investment
treaties, including BITs. Therefore, Member States have not concluded BITs with 3rd countries
since the adoption of the Treaty. Moreover, where the Commission has concluded investment
treaties with 3rd countries, Member States’ own BITs have been superseded.
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Member States with intra-EU BITs signed the Agreement for the Termination of Intra-EU
Bilateral Investment Treaties in May 2020 which came into force on 29 August 2020. 10 Member States have since ratified the Agreement in their national parliaments. This termination
agreement implements the March 2018 European Court of Justice judgment (in the Achmea
case). Thus, pre-accession BITs between EU Member States are in the process of being terminated. Moreover, within the Union, the rules of the Single Market and competition apply.
Historically, Ireland has benefitted from very strong investment inflows, reflecting investor
confidence in the Irish legal system. However, increasingly investment by overseas firms in Ireland is accompanied by investments in other EU Member States and multiple legal and redress
systems in Europe can present a disincentive relevant to other competitor locations. Equally,
outward investment by firms in Ireland has not generated significant demand for the adoption
of bilateral agreements, but as more Irish firms scale and seek to internationalise investment
protection becomes a more important concern. On behalf of the Member States, the EU now
seeks to negotiate Investment Protection Agreements with 3rd Countries such as those recently
concluded with Singapore and with Vietnam.
Questions Nos. 25 to 28, inclusive, answered with Question No. 23.
Brexit Supports

10/02/2021WRC00100

29. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment the measures he will put in place to support SMEs in the used car sales sector in
the wake of the commencement of crippling post-Brexit tariffs; if he will help secure access
to Brexit support funding for such enterprises; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6918/21]
10/02/2021WRC00200

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): My Department and its agencies have put a wide range of Brexit enterprise measures in
place, covering potential Brexit impacts. Details of the enterprise measure approvals made as
part of the COVID -19 and Brexit supports available are updated weekly on my Department’s
website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/Publications/Business-Supports-2021.html.
10/02/2021WRC00300

My Department is providing a wide range of grants, loans and advisory services to affected
businesses. This includes more and cheaper loan finance through MicroFinance Ireland and
SBCI.
The Brexit Loan Scheme, launched in March of 2020 and operated by the SBCI, offers affordable working capital to eligible SMEs that are either currently impacted by Brexit or which
will be in the future. Funding granted under the scheme must be used to innovate, change or
adapt to meet the challenges posed by Brexit. The Brexit Loan Scheme makes lending available
to eligible businesses with up to 499 employees that are exposed to current or future impacts
arising as a result of Brexit. Loans range from €25,000 to €1.5 million, for terms of up to three
years, at a maximum interest rate of 4%. Loans up to €500,000 available unsecured.
The Future Growth Loan Scheme has been expanded and now makes a total fund of up to
€800 million available for terms of 7-10 years. This scheme is open to eligible Irish businesses,
to support strategic, long-term investment, for future sustainability and growth. Loans range
from €25,000 to €3 million and loans up to €500,000 available unsecured.
The Microfinance Ireland Brexit Business Loan provides up to €25,000 to businesses whose
turnover has fallen (or is likely to fall) by 15% or more, or where a business has a short-term
cashflow need as a result of Brexit. Loans range from six months to three years.
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Enterprise Ireland’s Customs Insights online course is available to all SMEs and aims to
give businesses a firm understanding of the key customs concepts, documentation and processes required to succeed post transition. The course advises on the key actions companies can
take to prepare for customs after the transition period, and the resources available to support
these actions. The Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) offer “Prepare Your Business for Customs”
workshops which are open to all businesses, these workshops cover areas such as what export
and import procedures apply, how tariffs work and how to correctly classify goods.
InterTradeIreland’s (ITI) Brexit Advisory Service offers a focal point for businesses working to navigate changes in cross-border trading relationships as a result of Brexit. ITI has run a
series of awareness-raising events to help improve knowledge of customs processes and procedures. These events also identify actions businesses can take in areas like logistics and supply
chain management. Their Brexit Planning Voucher enables eligible businesses to seek professional advice on how best to plan and prepare for Brexit. This helps businesses get advice on
specific areas such as tariffs, currency management, and regulatory and customs issues.
Further information and advice on Brexit including information on new trading rules, supply chain, transport and logistics, the UK landbridge, staffing, contracts and data protection and
be found here: gov.ie/brexit.
My officials have worked with other relevant Departments to identify the type and number
of businesses that fall outside the scope of the CRSS. I am pleased the Government agreed to
establish a new COVID Business Aid Scheme (CBAS) to help those not eligible for CRSS or
Fáilte Ireland schemes, which we announced on 9th February. The new CBAS will provide
funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in receipt of a rates bill from their local
authority.
Government will continue to address suitable enterprise measures in the context of the
evolving Brexit challenges to our economy and our people.
My colleague, Eamon Ryan, TD, Minister for Transport, may be of further assistance in
these matters. The Brexit Unit within the Department of Transport seeks to ensure a coordinated approach to Brexit across all of the Department’s policy areas and is working to ensure
that any impacts to sectors are minimised. The department is represented on all relevant crossdepartmental co-ordination structures and an internal Departmental Committee on Brexit meets
regularly. The department is also working closely with agencies and key stakeholders. Advice
and information on Brexit and transport is set out on that Department’s website at: gov.ie - Department of Transport (www.gov.ie)
Company Registration

10/02/2021WRC00400

30. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if his attention has been drawn to serious issues with the Companies Registration
Office CORE portal as highlighted by a body (details supplied); if steps will be taken to extend
the filing deadline; if not, if certainty will be offered that no late filing penalties will apply due
to delays caused by these issues with the portal; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6974/21]
10/02/2021WRC00500

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): The Registrar of Companies is a statutory role and the Registrar has administrative independence in the exercise of this function.
10/02/2021WRC00600

I have not received correspondence directly from the body referred to by the Deputy in
28

10 February 2021

relation to the CRO IT system but I am aware that the Registrar of Companies has been in correspondence. A major upgrade of the CRO IT system went live with effect from 16th December
2020. This was a significant modernisation project which greatly increases the range of documents that can be filed electronically, with resulting efficiency gains for both business and the
CRO. The new CRO cloud-based IT platform is designed to provide improved and faster user
experience for presenters and a fully paperless interaction with the CRO for certain transactions, including the most common ones carried out by companies such as the filing of annual
returns and the changing of directors and their details. The introduction of a fully paperless
system for these transactions provides certainty of delivery for companies. In addition, the new
system allows for the go live of the new one-stage filing deadline of 56 days from a company’s
annual return date, over-hauling the previous two stage annual returns filing process.
I am informed that issues have been identified since go-live, the majority of which are of a
relatively minor nature and generally not impeding the filing of documents. I am assured that
such issues continue to be addressed on a prioritised basis, with the most significant having
already been dealt with and the remaining issues being addressed over the coming weeks.
In relation to the filing of annual returns, the Registrar had taken a number of decisions
during 2020 to assist companies experiencing challenges due to the Covid-19 situation. In October 2020, the Registrar announced that any company with an Annual Return Date from 30th
September 2020 onwards would be deemed to have filed on time if all elements of the annual
return were completed and filed by 26th February 2021. The Registrar has been keeping the
situation under ongoing review. On 2nd February, my colleague, Robert Troy TD, Minister for
Trade Promotion, Digital & Company Regulation announced the decision of the Registrar to
extend the current filing arrangements, until 28th May 2021, for those companies with an Annual Return Date from 30th September 2020 onwards.

10/02/2021WRC00700

Covid-19 Pandemic

31. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment the process and procedures to which an Irish employer must adhere in order for
seasonal agricultural workers who are EU citizens to travel here and commence work as prescribed essential workers for the spring, summer and autumn seasons; and the Covid-19 mitigation measures the workers must undertake before arriving and on arrival. [6976/21]
10/02/2021WRC00800

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Any mitigation measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 for those travelling into
Ireland for essential work are primarily a matter for the Department of Transport, Department
of Health and the Department of Justice. Any processes or procedures an essential worker or an
employer might have to comply with, before arriving or on arrival in Ireland, would be based
on the current public health advice.
10/02/2021WRC00900

From the 4th of February 2021, mandatory quarantine was introduced for all passengers arriving in Ireland, including those coming to work . Under the current regulations, only specific
categories of travellers, these are listed on www.gov.ie, are exempt from completing mandatory
quarantine. This list does not include seasonal agricultural workers.
All passengers arriving into Ireland are required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form and quarantine for 14 days at the place of residence as stated on the form. In addition,
all passengers are required to have a negative / ‘not detected’ result from a pre-departure COVID-19 RT-PCR test taken within 72 hours prior to arrival in Ireland. These passengers can stop
quarantining once they get a negative PCR test, taken no less than 5 days after arrival. Anyone
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arriving into Ireland from South Africa or Brazil must quarantine for the full 14 days from the
date of arrival into Ireland, even if they obtain a negative PCR test during this time.
As the Deputy may be aware, additional measures to support mandatory quarantining are
under consideration by Government.
In relation to workplaces, the Work Safely Protocol sets out the measure every employer is
required to take when an employee starts work or returns to work after an absence. The Health
and Safety Authority together with other inspectorates from across Government are carrying
out inspections to ensure compliance with the Protocol.
Ministerial Correspondence

10/02/2021WRC01000

32. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if matters raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6998/21]
10/02/2021WRC01100

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): A detailed response was provided directly to Shannon Chamber last week.
10/02/2021WRC01200

In situations where an employer must make an employee redundant, it is the employer’s
responsibility to pay statutory redundancy payments to eligible employees. However, if an
employer cannot sustain the cost of redundancy payments due to financial difficulties or insolvency the State provides a safety net for both employers and employees. The Department of
Social Protection can make the statutory redundancy payment to eligible employees from the
Social Insurance Fund on behalf of the employer. The employer does not have to be insolvent
for the Department of Social Protection to make these payments on their behalf.
When such a redundancy payment is made from the Social Insurance Fund, a debt is raised
against the employer. The Department of Social Protection engages directly with the employer
to ascertain their financial situation and their capacity to repay the debt. An agreed repayment
plan can be put in place to minimise financial hardship.
The redundancy rebate scheme was abolished in 2013. The rebate to employers was paid
regardless of a company’s financial situation and ability to pay, or ongoing commitment to
the Irish economy, thus benefitting viable and profitable companies, including multinational
companies. At the time the rebate was ceased it was not deemed a targeted use of resources.
In contrast, the Redundancy Payments Scheme as it now operates benefits employees whose
employers are unable to make statutory redundancy payments. The Scheme considers both an
employer’s ability to pay and that the Social Insurance Fund can be reimbursed in the future,
through debt repayment if an employer’s financial position improves. This is a more targeted
use of funds.
Therefore, there are currently no plans for the reintroduction of the rebate scheme as per the
previous model for all employers.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRC01300

33. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment the guidelines or supports in place to provide rental assistance for small businesses
that are closed due to the Covid-19 emergency restrictions and that cannot pay their rent; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [7129/21]
10/02/2021WRC01400
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Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): These are difficult times and many companies have had to temporarily close their businesses and / or premise(s), curtail their activities or make alternative work arrangements due to
COVID-19 restrictions. I am aware that some businesses are concerned that some landlords are
continuing to insist on the payment of rents and leases as normal despite their premises being
closed.
10/02/2021WRC01500

The issue of commercial rents is primarily a contractual matter for the parties involved.
However, the Government has urged landlords and tenants to talk to one another and come to
some arrangement, as it is in everybody’s interest that terms are amicably agreed. With this in
mind, on 1st October 2020, I published the Code of Conduct between landlords and tenants for
commercial rents. The aim of the voluntary Code is to facilitate discussions between landlords
and tenants impacted by COVID-19. It sets out a structured approach for engagement between
both commercial landlords and tenants, based on their mutual interest in continuing to work
together.
However, this Code should not be seen in isolation. To date, over €24 billion had been made
available in financial support for businesses, including the COVID-19 Restrictions Support
Scheme, wage subsidies, a commercial rates holiday, low-cost loans, and a VAT reduction. The
Code of Conduct and the full list of supports is available on my Department’s website.
The Government is committed to ensuring as many businesses as possible survive this challenging period, and it will continue to look at how we can help businesses that have been impacted by the COVID-19 crisis.

10/02/2021WRC01600

Covid-19 Pandemic

34. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if matters raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) will be examined.
[7257/21]
10/02/2021WRC01700

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build
the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors.
Details of the wide range of supports available are on my Department’s website at https://dbei.
gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.
10/02/2021WRC01800

These measures are in addition to the July Stimulus €7bn package of enterprise measures,
which includes the Wage Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities,
all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst self-employed. We are providing for an
extension of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy
Scheme funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely affected businesses.
As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eligible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes, to re-start
their business. Further information is available at www.gov.ie.
On the 9th of December, following engagement with the Arts sector and other self-employed sectors my colleague Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for Social Protection,
announced the doubling of the PUP threshold from the current €480 over four weeks to €960
over an eight-week period effective immediately. This measure is to assist those who are try31
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ing to restart their businesses and will allow self-employed people to take on intermittent jobs
without losing their entitlement to the PUP.
The Government also announced the provision of support of €50m for the live entertainment
sector in Budget 2021. This will include measures for the commercial entertainment sector and
will support live entertainment across the country. The 2021 supports for the live entertainment
sector will be the subject of further consultation with stakeholders. It will also be informed by
the pilot live performance scheme in 2020 which is being rolled out now.
I can assure the Deputy that all COVID-19 Business Schemes, including the CRSS, are
under constant review in terms of the evolving situation and will be adapted as circumstances
dictate.
My officials have worked with other relevant Departments to identify the type and number
of businesses that fall outside the scope of the CRSS. I am pleased the Government agreed to
establish a new COVID Business Aid Scheme (CBAS) to help those not eligible for CRSS or
Fáilte Ireland schemes, which we announced on 9th February. The new CBAS will provide
funding of up to €8,000 for those businesses that are in receipt of a rates bill from their local
authority.
My colleagues, the Minister Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht and Minister Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine may be able to provide more specific details on the events and hospitality
industry, and details on supports for the food sector respectively.
Company Registration

10/02/2021WRC01900

35. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment the grounds on which an unlimited company can apply for an exemption from
having to file financial statements with the Companies Registration Office under the Companies
(Accounting) Act 2017. [7258/21]
10/02/2021WRC02000

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): There is no requirement for an unlimited company to file financial statements unless there
is limited liability. Therefore, there are no grounds on which an unlimited company can apply
for an exemption from having to file financial statements with the Companies Registration Office under the Companies (Accounting) Act 2017.
10/02/2021WRC02100

The EU Accounting Directive (2013/34/EU), which is given effect in the Companies Act
2014 as amended by the Companies (Accounting) Act 2017, requires companies with limited
liability to file their financial statements publicly. Neither EU or Irish accounting law requires
companies with unlimited liability to file financial statements publicly. However, where an
unlimited company has de facto limited liability then they must comply with the requirement
to publicly file financial statements with the Companies Registration Office as for limited companies.
Section 1274 of the 2014 Act sets out the types of unlimited companies, ‘designated ULCs’,
that must file financial statements. These include ULCs that are subsidiaries of a limited company or ULCs made up of members who are all limited companies or ULCs that are banks or
insurance companies.
The requirements in section 1274(2)(a)(iii) for the filing of financial statements by an ULC
that is a holding company of limited liability subsidiaries will commence on 1 January 2022.
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Redundancy Payments

36. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and
Employment if the rule to stop employees claiming redundancy during the emergency period
will be extended past 31 March 2021; if persons who have lost their jobs will be able to claim
redundancy for the period of 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7346/21]
10/02/2021WRC02300

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar):
Section 12A of the Redundancy Payments Act 1967 is the emergency provision which suspends
an employee’s entitlement to claim redundancy from their employer, following certain periods
of lay-off or short time work due to Covid-19, for the duration of the emergency period.
10/02/2021WRC02400

The decision to extend this suspension to 31st March 2021 was a difficult one and was disappointing for those employees who are experiencing uncertainty. But in making this decision the
Government was conscious that Quarter 1 of 2021 will be particularly difficult for employers
with ongoing closures and restrictions. We had to consider the need to ensure businesses survive and that permanent job losses and insolvency situations are avoided as much as possible.
It was also considered that an extension of the end-date was important for employees to
ensure that they have a continued link to their job and a pathway to return. The Pandemic Unemployment Payment will remain open until the end of March 2021 in order to support affected
employees as will the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme.
A decision on a further extension has not been made at this stage. In the deliberations, regard will be had to the criteria and principles underpinning the emergency provision, the public
health and labour market situations and the views of the social partners.
Reckonable service is service that is to be taken into account when calculating a redundancy
payment. Reckonable service is regarded as a week within continuous employment which the
employee is actually at work or is absent from work due to specific reasons such as periods of
sickness or holidays.
The Act specifies the various types of absences which are allowable and not allowable as
reckonable service for the purpose of the calculation. A period of lay-off within the final 3 years
of service before redundancy is not allowable as reckonable service and is not included as service for the purposes of the calculation of the redundancy lump sum payment.
EU Issues

10/02/2021WRC02500

37. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment if the Government will join the qualified majority in support of the compromise text on
public by-country reporting agreed by the Portuguese Presidency of the European Council, given that the clarity sought by Ireland and other member states on whether this file should progress through special legislative procedure or through ordinary legislative procedure has been
provided by the Council legal service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7423/21]
10/02/2021WRC02600

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): Ireland supports transparency and good governance including “country by country” reporting by MNEs to national tax authorities. The Finance Act 2015 introduced obligations for
relevant companies to report to the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRC02700

The Proposal for a Directive to amend Directive 2013/34/EU (the Accounting Directive) as
regards disclosure of income tax information by certain undertakings and branches (country by
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country reporting) was made by the EU Commission in April 2016.
Dáil Éireann adopted a Reasoned Opinion in June 2016 to the effect that this proposed Directive is a tax matter and does not meet the principle of subsidiarity. The Reasoned Opinion is
available at 2016-06-30_report-on-com-2016-198_en.pdf (oireachtas.ie).
The Proposal was on the Competitiveness Council Agenda on 28 November 2019 where
there was not sufficient support for the Presidency’s Proposal and no general approach reached.
Ireland supported a Joint Statement to the Competitiveness Council in November 2019 which
agreed with the opinion of the Council Legal Service that the legal basis for this Proposal
should be Taxation (Article 115 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union),
and therefore, should be considered by ECOFIN Council with unanimity voting. This measure
should have the benefit of tax expertise to ensure that it is consistent with existing reporting
requirements and, importantly, with the international cooperation and exchange of information
arrangements, which are based on confidentiality. Tax experts are best placed to ensure that international efforts to collect income tax from multinational corporations will not be undermined
by new measures.
The next Competitiveness Council will be an Informal one by video conference on 25 February 2021. The final agenda and papers for this meeting have not yet issued.

10/02/2021WRC02800

Covid-19 Pandemic

38. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment further to his statement of 17 December 2020 on political involvement in the purchase of ventilators from a company (details supplied), if a Minister had signed off on the deal
at the time; the due diligence carried out on the company in question; and if an update on his
findings will be provided to this Deputy. [7436/21]
10/02/2021WRC02900

Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): As the procurement of medical equipment is a matter for the Health Service Executive
this question is more appropriate to the Minister for Health.
10/02/2021WRC03000

Questions Nos. 39 to 41, inclusive, answered with Question No. 23.
Horticulture Sector

10/02/2021WRC03200

42. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the carbon emissions of Ireland’s 5,500 ha of bog used for horticultural peat harvesting per annum; and the reduction in emissions envisaged for 2021 and 2022 through the use of
imported peat. [7082/21]
10/02/2021WRC03300

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The Environmental Protections Agency’s National Inventory Report 2020 sets out emissions
from different land use sectors. While wetlands, which covers areas used for peat production,
was a net emitter of approximately 1.5 Mt CO2 equivalent in 2018, bog rehabilitation and restoration will playa key role in tackling our climate and biodiversity challenges in the coming
decades.
10/02/2021WRC03400

To support the role of peatlands in providing nature-based solutions to tackle climate
change,the Government, in November 2020, approved funding of up to €108m for Bord Na
Móna’s Enhanced Decommissioning, Rehabilitation and Restoration Scheme. This scheme
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will support a just transition in the Midlands region, while protecting the storage of 100m
tonnes of carbon and avoiding the release of a further 3.2m tonnes out to 2050; enhance biodiversity; create jobs; and contribute to Ireland’s objective of being climate-neutral by 2050.
While my Department has no direct role in relation to the horticulture sector, a working
group is being established by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage to
examine the future role of peat in the horticulture sector, with the focus on identifying alternatives for peat-use in horticulture.
Climate Change Policy

10/02/2021WRC03500

43. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason Ireland has not submitted a final long-term climate strategy to the European Commission as was required by 1 January 2020 under Article 15 of Regulation (EU)
2018/1999 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the governance of the energy
union and climate action; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6358/21]
10/02/2021WRC03600

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
Substantial work has been undertaken in developing Ireland’s Long-term Strategy on Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction, which will identify pathways to achieve a climate neutral
economy by 2050. The strategy, reflecting the increased climate ambition set out in the Programme for Government, will identify specific indicative pathways to achieve a climate neutral
economy by 2050, underpinned by analysis of transition options across all key sectors of the
economy, including energy, the built environment, transport, enterprise, waste, agriculture and
land use.
10/02/2021WRC03700

The development of the strategy has been informed by extensive consultation and engagement with Departments, Agencies, Commercial Semi-States and the public. A total of 404 submissions were received in response to a public consultation, which asked respondents to consider 26 specific questions in relation to potential decarbonisation pathways for Ireland to 2050.
The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill includes provision
for the preparation of national long term climate action strategy. It is my intention that once
the Bill is enacted, the Long-term Strategy will be completed, and will meet the requirements
of both the EU Governance Regulation and our new national climate legislation.
Environmental Protection Agency

10/02/2021WRC03800

44. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when he will make appointments to the EPA advisory board given that the term of
office of most of its members expired in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6360/21]
10/02/2021WRC03900

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992, provides that the Agency is assisted by an
Advisory Committee of up to twelve members, appointed in accordance with Section 27 of the
Act.
10/02/2021WRC04000

The functions of the Advisory Committee are set out in Section 28 of the 1992 Act, and
include making recommendations to the EPA, or to the Minister, relating to the functions of the
EPA. The Committee is an important resource for the EPA, particularly in relation to matters
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of scientific and public concern relating to the environment. It also provides an informed, independent perspective on the EPA’s activities.
The term of office of nine members of the Advisory Committee of the EPA expired on 4 December 2019. In line with the 1992 Act, these nine vacancies fall to be filled from two separate
processes.
Six of the vacancies are to be filled by nominations from five categories of organisations,
as prescribed by the Minister in accordance with Section 27 of the 1992 Act. Nominations in
respect of these prescribing organisations have been received by my Department and I am currently considering these.
A further three positions on the Advisory Committee fall to be filled by appointments to be
selected directly by me in accordance with Section 27 of the 1992 Act. In this respect, I recently
undertook a call for applications for these positions, which was managed on my behalf by the
Public Appointments Service, and concluded on 18 December 2020.
Arising from these separate processes, I anticipate making appointments to fill all current
vacancies on the EPA’s Advisory Committee shortly.
National Broadband Plan

10/02/2021WRC04100

45. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the requested information on the state aid complaints in respect of the national
broadband plan has been supplied to the European Commission . [6428/21]
10/02/2021WRC04200

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
My Department provided the necessary information to the European Commission on 17 January 2020 and 7 May 2020.
10/02/2021WRC04300

Cybersecurity Policy

10/02/2021WRD00200

46. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the expected timeframe for the capacity review within the National Cyber Security
Centre; when the centre will report on its recommendations; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6429/21]
10/02/2021WRD00300

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The 2019 National Cyber Security Strategy set out a series of measures to further improve and
develop the capacity of the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC).
10/02/2021WRD00400

In order to assess the capacity of the NCSC to deliver its objectives as set out in the strategy
an external review of the NCSC has been commissioned. The capacity review, which commenced in January 2021, will examine the current organisational structure, staffing, work processes and financing of the NCSC and will benchmark it against international best practice
models. Work in relation to the capacity review is on-going and the report of the independent
experts is expected early in Q2. The findings of the review will then be considered and will
inform decisions to be taken on the future resourcing of the NCSC.
National Broadband Plan

10/02/2021WRD00500
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47. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when a location (details supplied) in County Cork will be connected under the
national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6437/21]
10/02/2021WRD00600

89. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if his attention has been drawn to the ongoing issues with reliable broadband in west
County Cork (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6903/21]
10/02/2021WRD00700

95. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and
Communications when a premises (details supplied) will be connected to broadband; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7019/21]
10/02/2021WRD00800

96. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if his attention has been drawn to the fact that no broadband is available in Donoughmore, County Cork; and the timeline for the delivery of broadband to the area. [7173/21]
10/02/2021WRD00900

98. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if he will address a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied) relating to
broadband provision. [7206/21]
10/02/2021WRD01000

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
I propose to take Questions Nos. 47, 89, 95, 96 and 98 together.
10/02/2021WRD01100

The Questions refers to premises and an area which are located in the AMBER area on the
National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by
the network to be deployed under the NBP State led intervention.
I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is
under way.
I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 26 January 2021, over 166,000
premises across all counties have been surveyed. There are some 79,424 premises located in
the Intervention Area in County Cork of which 16,132 have been surveyed. Surveys have been
completed in Midleton, Cullen, Templebreedy, Carrigaline, Ballyfoyle, Douglas, Ballyphehane,
Glasheen, Mahon and Kilpatrick, with surveys underway in Ballydesmond, Kiskeam, Umeraboy, Knocknagree, Rineen, Cullen, Coolinarna, Millstreet, Hollymount and Caherbarnagh.
Pre-build works are underway in Fountainstown, Ballinhassig, Monkstown, and Upper Rochestown. The first fibre to the home connections are successfully connected in Carrigaline and
construction work is continuing with significant technical testing and validation taking place
prior to wider release of the area.
Further details are available on specific areas within County Cork through the NBI website
which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest
in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who
register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am advised that
NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on network build
plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas
members for specific queries.
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed
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broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 30
January, 260 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department
of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and by the Department of
Education for school BCPs. BCP’s connected in Cork are Ballindangan Community Centre,
Aghabullogue Community Centre (in the area of Donoughmore), Castletownkenneigh Community Centre, Lissavard Community Centre, Whitechurch Community Centre and T.O. Park
Labbamollaga. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.
Clogagh and Ballycroneen National School will be provided with high speed broadband for
educational use as part of this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department
of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area,
for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of the schools aspect
of the project was announced late last year and will see some 679 primary schools connected
to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026.
Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.
Bord na Móna

10/02/2021WRD01200

48. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the measures that will be taken to protect landowners impacted by the Bord na Móna
rewetting programme funded by his Department; if an independent assessment will be carried
out in advance of the rewetting programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6495/21]
10/02/2021WRD01300

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The approval of the Bord na Móna Enhanced Decommissioning, Rehabilitation and Restoration Scheme (EDRRS) on 24 November 2020 reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to a
just transition for workers in the Midlands. The scheme includes the provision of funding in the
order of €108 million for implementation costs over a period of 5 years.
10/02/2021WRD01400

The scheme will, over time, employ 307 people, some of whom will be engaged on a seasonal basis, with 210 full time equivalents engaged over the delivery period. The scheme encompasses 33,000 hectares of Bord na Móna peatlands previously harvested for peat extraction
for electricity generation. The scheme will protect the storage of 100 million tonnes of CO2
emissions. It is also estimated that over the period 2020 to 2050, 3.2 million tonnes of CO2
emissions will be avoided.
The National Parks and Wildlife Service has been established as Scheme Regulator to ensure the effective oversight of the rehabilitation and restoration works. Bord an Móna must
submit a plan for each bog to both the National Parks and Wildlife Services in respect of this
scheme and to the Environmental Protection Agency in respect of works required to meet their
Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) licence obligations. As part of this process, Bord Na Móna
will consult with stakeholders and landowners that may be impacted by the scheme.
National Broadband Plan

10/02/2021WRD01500

49. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when high-speed fibre broadband will be made available to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6566/21]
10/02/2021WRD01600
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Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The premises referred to in the Question is located in the BLUE area on the NBP High Speed
Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie.
10/02/2021WRD01700

BLUE areas are not included in the State intervention area covered by the National Broadband Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broadband or have indicated future plans to do so. My Department defines high speed broadband as a connection with
minimum speeds of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps upload. The activities of commercial operators delivering high speed broadband within BLUE areas are not planned or funded by the State
and my Department has no statutory authority to intervene in that regard.
My Department has, however, raised a query regarding the premises in question with the
service provider to get the current status for this location. As soon as a reply is received my
Department will revert to the Deputy with an update.
Just Transition Fund

10/02/2021WRD01800

50. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason projects applying for funding as part of the just transition must now provide
50% in matching funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6598/21]
10/02/2021WRD01900

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The objective of the Just Transition Fund is to support innovative projects that contribute to
the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the Midlands region, and which have
employment and enterprise potential.
10/02/2021WRD02000

My Department held a competitive call for applications to this Fund, which closed on 17
July 2020, in response to which over 100 applications were received. Provisional offers have
now been made to 63 projects, of which 16 have already concluded funding agreements with
my Department. Further information on these projects is available on https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/ed10d-just-transition-fund.
Of the remaining projects, for which funding agreements are being finalised, a number have
been subject to a further state aid assessment to finalise the level of funding that may be granted.
These projects have been informed of the outcome of this assessment and have been requested
to provide further financial information to my Department.
Subject to satisfactory verification of this additional information and the provision of additional relevant material, such as proof of planning permission, my Department intends to issue
final letters of offer and funding agreements to all provisionally approved projects. No formal
funding commitments will be entered into by my Department unless and until a final letter of offer and funding agreement has been concluded by both the Department and the relevant project.
As set out in the Department’s information booklet for its call for applications, all projects
must include a minimum of 15% match funding from sources other than the Just Transition
Fund; that is the Fund will provide support up to a maximum of 85% of the project costs,
subject to project compliance with state-aid rules. Where state aid rules apply, the Department
is working directly with all affected projects to support them in fulfilling the relevant requirements.
National Broadband Plan

10/02/2021WRD02100
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51. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the national broadband plan regarding offshore islands; if work has commenced on analysing the needs of the islands and on surveying; when the roll-out of the plan
will commence on the islands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6639/21]
10/02/2021WRD02200

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which includes the islands and covers 1.1 million
people living and working in the over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses
and farms along with 695 schools. The deployment plan forecasts construction commenced in
all counties within the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State having access to high
speed broadband within the next four years.
10/02/2021WRD02300

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 22 January 2021, over 166,000
premises across all counties have been surveyed under the National Broadband Plan. Surveying
is the first step towards delivering the new fibre network and involves physically walking the
routes and documenting images, notes and measurements of the poles, cables and underground
ducts in each area. This informs design solutions for provision of the fibre network to each and
every premises in the surveyed area and leads to detailed designs. Survey data is also needed to
initiate pre-works which pave the way for the deploying of fibre. I understand that surveying is
expected to commence in a number of islands later this year.
Further details are available on specific areas through the NBI website which provides a
facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided
with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this
facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific
updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am advised that NBI is working to
provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on network build plans. NBI also has
a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific
queries.
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 30
January, 260 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department
of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and by the Department of
Education for schools. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.
My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools
with no high speed broadband as part of the BCP initiative, within the Intervention Area, for
connection over the term of the NBP which includes the Islands. In this regard, an acceleration
of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was announced in December which will see some
679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original
target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://
nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.
The following table sets out the BCP sites that have been installed, connected or are in planning on the Islands.
Site Name

Eircode

County

Installed

Connected

School

CLARE ISLAND
COMMUNITY
CENTRE

F28KP99

MAYO

Yes

Yes

-
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Site Name

Eircode

County

Installed

Connected

School

BERE ISLAND
HERITAGE CENTRE

P75W660

CORK

Yes

Yes

-

SHERKIN ISLAND
COMMUNITY
HALL

P81AE02

CORK

Yes

In Planning

-

COLÁISTE PHOBAL CLÉIRE

P81P627

CORK

Yes

In Planning

-

SCOIL CAOMHAIN

H91C967

GALWAY

Yes

In Planning

Yes

COMHAR NA
NOILEÁN

H91D27X

GALWAY

Yes

Yes

-

INISHBOFIN
COMMUNITY
CENTRE

H91TC6C

GALWAY

In planning

In Planning

-

KILRONAN LIBRARY

H91WN93

GALWAY

Yes

In Planning

-

Cable Station

V23H685

KERRY

Yes

Yes

-

TORY CO-OP

F92FD66

DONEGAL

Yes

Yes

-

CHAPELTOWN

V23H240

KERRY

Yes

Yes

-

National Broadband Plan
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52. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Wicklow in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
first connections will be made. [6640/21]
10/02/2021WRD02500

53. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Dublin in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
first connections will be made. [6641/21]
10/02/2021WRD02600

54. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Meath in which surveying for the national broadband plan is taking
place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the first
connections will be made. [6642/21]
10/02/2021WRD02700

55. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Tipperary in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
first connections will be made. [6643/21]
10/02/2021WRD02800

56. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Galway in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
first connections will be made. [6644/21]
10/02/2021WRD02900

57. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Roscommon in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
first connections will be made. [6645/21]
10/02/2021WRD03000

58. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Longford in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
10/02/2021WRD03100
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first connections will be made. [6646/21]
59. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Westmeath in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
first connections will be made. [6647/21]
10/02/2021WRD03200

60. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Offaly in which surveying for the national broadband plan is taking
place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the first
connections will be made. [6648/21]
10/02/2021WRD03300

61. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Waterford in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
first connections will be made. [6649/21]
10/02/2021WRD03400

62. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Leitrim in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
first connections will be made. [6650/21]
10/02/2021WRD03500

63. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Sligo in which surveying for the national broadband plan is taking
place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the first
connections will be made. [6651/21]
10/02/2021WRD03600

64. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Cavan in which surveying for the national broadband plan is taking
place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the first
connections will be made. [6652/21]
10/02/2021WRD03700

65. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Monaghan in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when surveying in the county will be complete; and when the
first connections will be made. [6653/21]
10/02/2021WRD03800

70. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Donegal in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when it is envisaged surveying in the county will be complete;
and when it is anticipated that the first connections will be made. [6772/21]
10/02/2021WRD03900

71. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Mayo in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when it is envisaged surveying in the county will be complete;
and when it is anticipated that the first connections will be made. [6773/21]
10/02/2021WRD04000

72. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Clare in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when it is envisaged surveying in the county will be complete;
and when it is anticipated that the first connections will be made. [6774/21]
10/02/2021WRD04100

73. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Kerry in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when it is envisaged surveying in the county will be complete;
10/02/2021WRD04200
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and when it is anticipated that the first connections will be made. [6775/21]
74. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Limerick in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when it is envisaged surveying in the county will be complete;
and when it is anticipated that the first connections will be made. [6776/21]
10/02/2021WRD04300

75. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Cork in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when it is envisaged surveying in the county will be complete;
and when it is anticipated that the first connections will be made. [6777/21]
10/02/2021WRD04400

76. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Wexford in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when it is envisaged surveying in the county will be complete;
and when it is anticipated that the first connections will be made. [6778/21]
10/02/2021WRD04500

77. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Carlow in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when it is envisaged surveying in the county will be complete;
and when it is anticipated that the first connections will be made. [6779/21]
10/02/2021WRD04600

78. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the areas of County Kilkenny in which surveying for the national broadband plan is
taking place or has taken place; when it is envisaged surveying in the county will be complete;
and when it is anticipated that the first connections will be made. [6780/21]
10/02/2021WRD04700

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 52 to 65, inclusive, and 70 to 78, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRD04800

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband
network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools.
The deployment plan forecasts construction commenced in all counties within the first 2 years
and over 90% of premises in the State having access to high speed broadband within the next
four years.
I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 22 January 2021, over 166,000
premises across all counties have been surveyed under the National Broadband Plan. The following table sets out those areas where surveys have been completed or surveys are underway
in each of the counties referenced in the Questions.
County

Surveys Completed/Surveying Underway

Carlow

Downings, Ballymurphy, Coppenagh, Killerig, Friarstown, Slaney Quarter, Kilmagarvoge, Muinebheag, Ballinkillen, Garryhill, Knockdrumagh, Drumphea, Coshill, Borris, Ballyphenan, Ballymurphy, Tinnecarrig, Goolin, Ballyling, Glynn, St Mullins, Hollybrook, Myshall, Lismaconly, Cappawater.

Cavan

Ballinagh, Corlurgan, Araghan, Poles, Caughoo, Belturbet, Killashandra, Butler’s Bridge, Ballylennon, Redhills,
Gannons Cross, Derryheelan, Castlesaunderson, Townparks, Foalies Bridge, Riverrun, Erne Hill.

Clare

Cratloe, Ballycannan, Ballyglas, Cloghrea, Kilkishen, Sixmilebridge, Kilmurry, Broadford, Clontra.

Cork

Midelton, Cullen, Templebreedy, Carrigaline, Ballyfoyle, Douglas, Ballyphehane, Glasheen, Mahon, Kilpatrick,
Ballydesmond, Kiskeam, Umeraboy, Knocknagree, Rineen, Cullen, Coolinarna, Millstreet, Hollymount, Caherbarnagh.

Donegal

Milford, Letterkenny, Ramelton, Termon, Ballymacool, Kilmacrennan, Mullaghfin, Tommyscroft.

Dublin

Areas around Fingal, Castleknock, Blanchardstown, Clonsilla, Ongar, Chapelizod, Ballyfermot, Cabra, Bluebell,
Finglas, Skerries, Balbriggan.
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Galway

Oranmore, Clarinbridge, Claregalway, Furbo, Barna, areas around Ballinasloe (including Kiltomer, Oatfield, Annagh, Kilconnell and Ahascragh), Inverin, Spiddal, Bealadangan, Costelloe, Rossaveel, Derroe, Carraroe, Sruthan,
Loughrea, Kilnadeema, Kilchreest, Clostoken, Carrabane, Bullaun, Kilreekill, Heathlawn.

Kerry

Townlands around Killarney (including Muckross, Fossa, Kilcummin, Lissivigeen, Ballycasheen, Faha, Firies and
Ballyhar), Tralee, Curraheen, Abbeydorney, Kilflynn, Firies, Castlemaine, Ardfert, Rathmore, Knocknacopple,
Mounthorgan, Kilquane Upper, Barraduff, Cloonteens, Gneevgullia, Tureenamult, Renasup, Castlegregory, Aughacasla, Camp, Knockbrack, Maum, Lougher, Inch, Annascaul, Derrygorman, Ballyglasheen, Brackluin, Ballintarmon, Drom, An Clochan, Kilshannig, Fahamore, Candeehy, Breanainn, Ballyheigue, Glenderry, Ladywell, Banna,
Lerrig, Ballymacandrew, Causeway, Foxfort, Ballymacaquinn, Ballincloher, Dromartin, Beenconeen.

Kilkenny

Kilkenny, Grevine, Creenkill,Castlewarren, Cellarstown, Bennetsbridge, Brownstown, Drumerrin, Kilcreen, Lyrath,
Tullowglass, Tullaroan, Dicksborough, Sheepstown, Templemartin.

Leitrim

Areas around Carrick-on Shannon.Tullybeg, Leitrim Village, Mong, Foxborough, Lismannagh, Drumsha, Clogher,
Drishoge, Lisnagat.

Limerick

Killalee, Caherline, Ballynanty, Pallaskenny, Toreen, Old Kildimo, Askeaton, Adare, Croagh, Rathkeale, Kilfinny,
Croom, Ballingarry, Patrickswell, Crecora, Banogue Cross, Granagh, Lees Cross, Ballykennedy.

Longford

Drumlish, Ennybegs, Moat Farrell, Cullyfad, Longford Town, Newtownforbes, Cloondara, Stonepark, Ardagh,
Moydow, Kilashee.

Mayo

Aghagower, Ballyhean, Breaghwy, Burren, Castlebar, Clogher, Cloonkeen, Croaghmoyle, Islandeady, Killavally,
Manulla, Pontoon, Strade, Tawnynagry, Turlough, Drumsheen, Bunnyconnellan, Ballina Town, Carrowntreila,
Ardagh, Campbells Crossroads, Rosserk, Shanvoley, Derryhick, Kilhale, Tawnylaheen, Turlough, Ballyvary, Keeloges, Castlebar Town, Rinnaseer, Bellaburke, Killawullaun Mountain, Carn, Carnacon, Ballyglass, Belcarra, Balla,
Ringarraun, Newport, Carrowbeg, Inishgort, Inishcottle, Myna, Fahy, Ashbridge, Glenisland, Srahmore, Glenhest,
Comploon, Slogger, Tawnameeltoge.

Meath

Gormanstown, Stamullan, Kilbride, Kilcloon, Clonee and Dunboyne.

Monaghan

Cornacassa, Cortolvin, Ballybay, Stranooden, Mullinahinch, Bellanode, Drumhilock, Tydavnet, Cloughnart, Scotstown and Killymarley, Drumcru, Stonebridge, Tiernahinch, Clones, Annalore, Kileevan, Drumullan, Newbliss,
Cumber, Scotshouse, Clonowla, Clonagore, Clonooney.

Offaly

Brosna, Shinrone, Mount Heaton and areas close to the county boundary with Tipperary.

Roscommon

Ballymurray, Athleague, Castlecoote, Donamon, Ballymacurley, Lackan, Kilroosky, Fourmilehouse.

Sligo

Ballintogher, Ballysadare, Calry, Carney, Collooney, Drumcliff, Kilmacowen, Rosses Point, Rahaberna, Lisduff, the
outskirts of Sligo town, Clogherevagh, Tobercurry, Ballymote, Sligo Town, Enniscrone, Aghamore Near, Carrowcrin, Strandhill, Culshera, Kilmactranny.

Tipperary

Tipperary (and the surrounding townlands of Aherloe, Ballinalard and Bansha), Roscea, Cashel, Townspark, Boherlahan, Goolds Cross, Knockavilla, Garrenroe, Camus Bridge, Golden, Shanballa, Dogstown, Racecourse Cross,
Rosegreen, Knockbrett, Mayfield, Boscobell, Dualla.

Waterford

Waterford, Ballinakill, Cheekpoint, Waterford City, Passage East, Kilmeaden, Dunmore East, Tramore.

Westmeath

Mullingar, Sonna, Stonehall, Taghmon, Jamestown, Hopestown, and Athlone

Wexford

Castle Ellis, Kilbride, Ballyhuskard, Bridgetown, Whitechurch, Taghmon, Ballykelly, Barntown, Castlebridge,
Bunclody, Clohamon, Kilmyshall, Ballyroebuck, Ballybeg, Tombrack, Ferns, Ballycarney, Castledockrell, Kiltealy,
Ballindaggan, Templeshanbo, Marshalstown, Enniscorthy, Davidstown, Courtnacuddy, Rathnure, Killann, Caim.

Wicklow

Powerscourt, Kilmacanoge, Calary, Greystones, Newcastle, Delgany, Killiskey, Glenealy, Kilcoole, parts of Roundwood, Townlands in Blessington Area, Lackan, Lugglass, Hollywood, Rathdrum, Redcross, Tigroney, Bardarrig,
Cloghogue, Johnstown, Templerainey, Barranisky, Brittas Bay, Three-Mile-Water, Ballykippogue, Kilcoole, Blainroe, Tubbervilla, Glenealy, Hawkstown, Dunbur, Wicklow Town, Rathnew.

Surveying is the first step towards delivering the new fibre network and involves physically
walking the routes and documenting images, notes and measurements of the poles, cables and
underground ducts in each area. This informs design solutions for provision of the fibre network
to each and every premises in the surveyed area and leads to detailed designs. Survey data is
also needed to initiate pre-works which pave the way for the deploying of fibre. Pre-works involve construction of new duct routes, erection of poles, building chambers and tree trimming.
On completion of these pre-works, the main construction works can commence. This involves
deploying fibre overhead on poles and in underground ducts, splicing of fibre, and unblocking
of ducts. Once the main construction works are completed and the appropriate level of testing
has been undertaken, the fibre network can be commissioned and end users can order their connection. In general, this end to end process can typically take between 15 and 18 months.
Further details are available on specific areas through the NBI website which provides a
facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided
with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this
facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific
updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am advised that NBI is working to
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provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on network build plans. NBI also has
a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific
queries.
Flexible Work Practices

10/02/2021WRE00300

66. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the additional measures he is considering in order to facilitate long-term working
from home in addition to legislating for the right to work from home; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6690/21]
10/02/2021WRE00400

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The Government’s strategy on remote working “Making Remote Work – National Remote
Work Strategy” was published  last month. The Strategy recognises the significant advantages
that remote working can bring such as less commuting, more time for family and leisure, fewer
transport greenhouse gas emissions, new job opportunities for people who want to live in Rural
Ireland and new investment in small towns and villages.
10/02/2021WRE00500

Among the Strategy’s main actions are:
- Mandating that home and remote work should be the norm for 20% of public sector employment;
- Mapping and investing in a network of remote working hubs across Ireland; and
- Doing what we can to accelerate the provision of high-speed broadband to all parts of
Ireland
The Programme for Government commits to seek to accelerate the roll out of the National
Broadband Plan. In this regard, my Department continues to engage with NBI to explore the
feasibility of accelerating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bringing forward
premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier date.
My Department is also involved in the work led by the Department of Public Expenditure
and Reform to produce guidance which will assist civil service organisations in developing long
term remote working policies.
The Remote Work Strategy also includes an action to legislate for the right to request remote
working which will be taken forward by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRE00600

67. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if reports of reduced quality or availability of Internet connectivity due to increased
demand since March 2020 have been brought to his attention. [6712/21]
10/02/2021WRE00700

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The provision of telecommunications services is a matter for the relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regulated by the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator.
10/02/2021WRE00800

I recognise how vital telecommunications services are to citizens for so many aspects of
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their daily lives, including remote working, studying and staying in touch with family members
during the Covid-19 crisis. In April of last year, all major telecommunications providers in
Ireland committed to a number of measures to help people stay in touch and work from home
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Since then, a number of operators have implemented further
supports for consumers, such as for students in education, who require a high data usage package, by increasing data limits on many existing packages and by the introduction of new packages with very high, or unlimited data offerings. As a result, the market for mobile packages
with very high, or unlimited data offerings, is becoming increasingly competitive, which is a
positive development for consumers.
In January of this year, ComReg published a market research survey on the impact of Covid-19 on consumer usage and satisfaction of telecommunications in Ireland for 2020 since
Covid-19 restrictions were introduced. Despite increased usage, no significant drop in the quality of either home broadband or mobile services were reported by consumers. 77% of users
felt that their current home broadband was adequate to meet the needs of their household. The
findings also confirmed that in general, those using various technology services for work related
activities at home are satisfied. The full report is available on ComReg’s website: https://www.
comreg.ie/study-on-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-home-broadband-and-mobile-service-usage/

10/02/2021WRE00900

National Broadband Plan

68. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the timeline for an area (details supplied) in County Leitrim to be connected to
broadband as part of the roll-out of the national broadband plan. [6748/21]
10/02/2021WRE01000

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The Question refers to an area located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband Plan
(NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be deployed under the NBP State led intervention.
10/02/2021WRE01100

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is
underway.
I am advised by National Broadband Ireland that, as of 26 January 2021, over 166,000
premises across all counties have been surveyed. Surveying is the first step towards delivering
the new fibre network and involves physically walking the routes and documenting images,
notes and measurements of the poles, cables and underground ducts in each area. This informs
design solutions for provision of the fibre network to each and every premises in the surveyed
area and leads to detailed designs. Surveys in County Leitrim have been completed around Carrick-on Shannon. Further details are available on specific areas within County Leitrim through
the NBI website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie.
Individuals who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on
delivering the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence.
I am advised that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, with a rolling update on
network build plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used
by Oireachtas members for specific queries.
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Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 30
January, 260 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department
of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and by the Department of
Education for school BCPs. BCPs are installed at Gortlettragh Community Centre, Donaghmore
Workhouse and Famine Museum and Glencar Waterfall. The BCP site at Aghanlish Community
Centre is installed and connected. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.
Aughawillan National School and Saint Michael’s Primary School have been connected for
educational access as part of this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention
Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of
the National Broadband Plan was announced in December which will see some 679 primary
schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery
timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/primaryschools-list/.
Fishing Industry

10/02/2021WRE01200

69. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the details of schemes available to enhance fishing access for fishermen on private
farmlands which have a river source; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6764/21]
10/02/2021WRE01300

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
Access to rivers on private lands is a matter for the landowner. While there is no general right
of access, where the fishing rights appurtenant to the land are held by a third party (usually the
State, an individual or an angling club), there is a right for such holder (or their assignees) to
have reasonable access across private land to the fishery in order to exercise the right to fish.
10/02/2021WRE01400

I am advised by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) that in the case of a river, this usually means
defined access and egress across private land at either end of a fishery usually by prior agreement with the landowner and unrestricted access along the river bank for which the fishing right
exists for those persons entitled to exercise the right.
My Department, via IFI, manage schemes which are focused on habitat enhancement but
not funding schemes to enhance fishing access for fishermen on private lands. I am advised that
there may be schemes under the remit of the National Parks and Wildlife Service which could
be explored further.
Questions Nos. 70 to 78, inclusive, answered with Question No. 52.
Electricity Generation

10/02/2021WRE02400

79. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications when the new micro-generation scheme will be introduced; the form it will take; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [6811/21]
10/02/2021WRE02500

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
A Micro-Generation working group, chaired by my Department, is developing an enabling
framework for micro-generation which tackles existing barriers and establishes suitable sup10/02/2021WRE02600
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ports within relevant market segments. The proposed support mechanism is outlined in a public
consultation on the Department’s website at www.gov.ie which is open for submissions until
18 February 2021.
Micro-generators will primarily serve their own home electricity consumption needs, but
will be able to receive a payment for excess electricity exported back to the grid. The proposal
is to offer a minimum Clean Export Guarantee tariff based on the average wholesale Day Ahead
Market (DAM) price to all existing micro-generators. It is proposed that an additional Clean
Export Premium tariff will be offered for 15 years to support deployment of new micro-generation installations under the scheme, subject to a maximum export volume of 30% of what they
generate. The tariff amounts will be differentiated by sector based on their viability gaps (i.e. the
difference between the installation and operating costs and the savings from self-consumption).
The average DAM over the year is estimated to be between €0.04 and €0.06/kWh.
The Programme for Government commits to prioritising the development of micro-generation of electricity primarily for self-consumption, and a suitable payment for excess electricity
generated on site and exported to the grid will be available to all micro-generators in 2021 in
line with Articles 21 and 22 of the recast Renewable Energy Directive. It is intended that all
relevant provisions of the Directive will be transposed into Irish law prior to the transposition
deadline of 30 June 2021.
Exploration Licences

10/02/2021WRE02700

80. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of applications for open area exploration licences and licensing options
received by his Department over the past five years; and the decision by his Department regarding each application in tabular form. [6819/21]
10/02/2021WRE02800

81. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of offshore oil and gas exploration licences that are currently open by the
date each application was received in tabular form. [6820/21]
10/02/2021WRE02900

82. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of applications for extension to offshore oil and gas licensing terms received
in his Department by month that the application was received and the decision by his Department in tabular form. [6821/21]
10/02/2021WRE03000

83. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications his plans to make details regarding applications for oil and gas exploration public on his
Department’s website; and if it will be updated monthly. [6822/21]
10/02/2021WRE03100

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
I propose to take Questions Nos. 80 to 83, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRE03200

My Department does not publish information on individual licence applications. However,
information in relation to applications for activities proposed to be carried out under a petroleum authorisation that are subject to assessment of compliance with the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Directive, the Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive, is published by my
Department as part of individual consultation processes.
In addition, Section 57 of the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development Act 1960 requires that I lay before the Houses of the Oireachtas every six months a report detailing all
exploration activities, including petroleum exploration authorisations granted during the period
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of the report. The last such report laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas was in respect of the
six-month period ending 31 December 2020. A report on the status of all petroleum authorisations is also published on a quarterly basis on gov.ie (https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/10d43acreage-reports-and-concession-maps/). The most recent such report was published in respect
of the three month period ending 31 December 2020.
The tables below contain the information sought in relation to the numbers of:
- applications for open area exploration licences in the last 5 years;
- applications for licensing options in the last 5 years;
- live exploration licences; and,
- current applications for extensions.
Exploration Licence Applications - Open Areas (Celtic Sea and Irish Sea)
Year Received
Under consideration
Granted
Received but subsequently Withdrawn
Total Applications Received

2016
0
0
0
0

2017
0
0
0
0

2018
0
0
0
0

2019
1
0
2
3

2020
0
0
0
0

Licensing Option Applications - Open Areas (Celtic Sea and Irish Sea)
Year Received
Under consideration
Granted
Refused
Received but subsequently Withdrawn
Total Applications Received

2016
0
3
0
0
3

2017
1
2
1
1
5

2018
0
0
0
0
0

2019
0
0
0
0
0

2020
0
0
0
0
0

Current Exploration Licences
Year of Application

2004

2005

2006

2007

2011

2013

2017

2018

2019

Total

No. of Applications

2

1

3

1

1

4

1

4

2

19

Current Extensions Applications
Date Received
No. of Applications

December 2012
1

January 2018
2

Bord na Móna

10/02/2021WRF00200

84. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the conditions for the rehabilitation of cutaway bog to wetland habitat attached
to the funding described in the memorandum of understanding regarding peat-fired electricity
generation, outlined at appendix 8 of the Operational Programme for Economic Infrastructure
1994-1999, is still binding on the Minister and Bord na Móna; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6825/21]
10/02/2021WRF00300

85. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the conditions for the rehabilitation of cutaway bog to wetland habitat attached
to the funding described in the memorandum of understanding regarding peat-fired electricity
generation, outlined at appendix 8 of the Operational Programme for Economic Infrastructure
10/02/2021WRF00400
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1994-1999, have been enforced by his Department on Bord na Móna; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6826/21]
86. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of compliance with the conditions for the rehabilitation of cutaway bog
to wetland habitat, attached to the funding described in the memorandum of understanding regarding peat-fired electricity generation outlined at appendix 8 of the Operational Programme
for Economic Infrastructure 1994-1999, by Bord na Móna; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6827/21]
10/02/2021WRF00500

87. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications his plans to ensure compliance with the conditions for the rehabilitation of cutaway
bog to wetland habitat, attached to the funding described in the memorandum of understanding
regarding peat fired electricity generation outlined at appendix 8 of the Operational Programme
for Economic Infrastructure 1994-1999; those conditions that to date have not been complied
with by Bord na Móna; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6828/21]
10/02/2021WRF00600

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
I propose to take Questions Nos. 84 to 87, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRF00700

The information requested is being compiled and will be forwarded to the Deputy as soon
as possible.
Warmer Homes Scheme

10/02/2021WRF01100

88. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of SEAI warmer homes grants approved, by county, in 2020 and to
date in 2021; the waiting time for a surveyor to be allocated; the subsequent waiting time for
work to commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6877/21]
10/02/2021WRF01200

90. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the number of SEAI warmer homes grants that were approved in 2020 and to date
in 2021, by county; the current waiting time for a surveyor to be allocated; the subsequent waiting time for work to begin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6921/21]
10/02/2021WRF01300

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
I propose to take Questions Nos. 88 and 90 together.
10/02/2021WRF01400

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and administered
by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The scheme delivers a range of energy
efficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty.
To date, over 142,000 homes have received free upgrades under the scheme, leaving the occupants better able to afford to heat their homes to an adequate level. There are currently over
7,800 homes awaiting works on the Warmer Homes Scheme work programme. This includes
homes that are: currently undergoing works; have been allocated to contractors for works; have
completed an initial home survey and are awaiting allocation to a contractor or are awaiting the
initial survey of their home.
SEAI data indicates that for homes completed in 2020, the average time from application
to completion was approximately 18 months. For the same time period, the average time for
a surveyor to be allocated was approximately 8 months and the average time from survey allocated to works completed was 10 months.
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SEAI have advised my Department that the average waiting times quoted above should
only ever be used as a general guide and waiting times may vary, based on the demand for the
scheme at the time of application. For instance, once the survey is completed and works are
allocated to a contractor the time to complete works is dependent on a number of factors including the scale of works to be completed, access to the property, availability of materials, weather
and more recently COVID-19 public health restrictions.
The following table shows the number of eligible applications made in 2020 and to date in
2021 by county.
2020 Warmer Homes Scheme work
programme

2021 Warmer Homes Scheme work programme YTD

County

Applications*

Applications*

Carlow

31

5

Cavan

45

1

Clare

59

3

Cork

291

18

Donegal

163

6

Dublin

690

45

Galway

159

3

Kerry

93

1

Kildare

79

6

Kilkenny

41

1

Laois

27

0

Leitrim

31

2

Limerick

93

6

Longford

38

1

Louth

62

1

Mayo

182

4

Meath

106

7

Monaghan

31

5

Offaly

51

2

Roscommon

63

1

Sligo

47

2

Tipperary

126

2

Waterford

84

8

Westmeath

81

7

Wexford

97

2

Wicklow

80

4

Total

2850

143

*This refers to applications deemed eligible under the current Warmer Homes scheme eligibility criteria. These homes will be allocated to a surveyor on a first come first served basis.
The survey of the property will determine suitability for works from those currently available
under the scheme.
Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 47.
Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 88.
Waste Management

10/02/2021WRF01700

91. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the timeline for his plans to expand brown bin services to all households; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6930/21]
10/02/2021WRF01800
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Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy, Ireland’s National Waste Policy 2020-2025 contains some 200 measures which will be delivered on a phased basis over the 5 year lifetime of
the Plan. Since I launched the plan in September of last year, my officials have been working
on advancing priority measures, including measures relating to plastic waste, end of waste, and
food waste.
10/02/2021WRF01900

Food waste measures in the plan address both the prevention of food waste in the first instance and also the better management of food waste which does arise. Amongst these measures
is a commitment to make the provision of an organic waste bin mandatory as part of a waste
collection service for all households. My officials have already commenced the process of engaging with the key stakeholders, including the waste collection industry, with a view to delivering on these food waste commitment in as short a time frame as possible. Part of the work
will ensure that delivery of the national rollout of organic bins is consistent with other measures
such as the standardisation of bin colours throughout the State.
Broadband Infrastructure

10/02/2021WRF02000

92. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications if the case of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; the status of the roll-out of
fibre broadband to this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6995/21]
10/02/2021WRF02100

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The Question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband
Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be deployed under the NBP State led intervention.
10/02/2021WRF02200

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is
underway.
I am advised by National Broadband Ireland that, as of 26 January 2021, over 166,000
premises across all counties have been surveyed. Surveys in County Monaghan have been completed in Cornacassa, Cortolvin, Ballybay and Stranooden. Surveys are ongoing in Drumcru,
Stonebridge, Tiernahinch, Clones, Annalore, Kileevan, Drumullan, Newbliss, Cumber, Scotshouse, Clonowla, Clonagore, Clonoone, Mullinahinch, Bellanode, Drumhilock, Tydavnet,
Cloughnart, Scotstown and Killymarley. Further details are available on specific areas within
County Monaghan through the NBI website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided with deployment updates
through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this facility will receive regular
updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific updates related to their own
premises as works commence. I am advised that NBI is working to provide more detail on its
website, with a rolling update on network build plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address,
reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific queries.
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 30
January, 260 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department
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of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department of Education for school BCPs. BCP’s are installed at Corduff Community Centre, Tannagh Outdoor
Education Centre, Corcaghan Community Centre, Carn Resource Centre, Mullyash Community Centre and Monaghan GAA Centre of Excellence. BCP sites at Saint Alphonsus Community Hall, Ballybay Wetlands and Latton Resource Centre are installed and connected. Further
details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.
Annalitten, Drumgossatt and Saint Brigid’s National School are installed by NBI for educational access as part of this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of
Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for
connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was announced in December which will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe
of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.
Broadband Infrastructure

10/02/2021WRF02300

93. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the reason townlands outside villages are being serviced with e-fibre broadband before
more densely populated areas, for example, Barry Village, County Longford (details supplied);
and the reason the roll-out was decided in such a manner. [7001/21]
10/02/2021WRF02400

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The Question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband
Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website www.
broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be deployed under the NBP State led intervention.
10/02/2021WRF02500

The network rollout for the National Broadband Plan is divided into 227 Deployment Areas
(DAs) across the country. These are typically an area of approximately 25km in radius and in
total they cover 96% of Ireland’s landmass. The architecture of the network design is specifically based on the design of the NBI network coming from the eir exchanges or the metropolitan area networks (MANs) managed by Enet. It is based on an engineering design that allows
NBI to get to every premises as quickly as possible working within the confines of how fibre
networks are built.
Each DA creates a ‘fibre ring’ which is essential to ensure reliability, robustness and resilience. Critical to the success of the network, NBI’s fibre rings are built with back-ups,ensuring
that in the event of one fibre cable being disrupted, the whole network continues to perform.
Each fibre ring that NBI deploys is designed in a way that is non-discriminatory, meaning that
as the rollout progresses, it may pass relatively urban areas at the same time as passing some
of the most remote premises within the intervention area. The design will utilise existing infrastructure to a very significant degree.
I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot
get a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is
underway.
I am advised by National Broadband Ireland that, as of 26 January 2021, over 166,000 premises across all counties have been surveyed. Surveys in County Longford have been completed
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in Drumlish, Ennybegs, Moat Farrell, Cullyfad, Longford Town, Newtownforbes, Cloondara,
Stonepark, Ardagh, Moydow and Kilashee. Further details are available on specific areas within
County Longford through the NBI website which provides a facility for any premises within the
intervention area to register their interest in being provided with deployment updates through
its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this facility will receive regular updates
on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am advised that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website,
with a rolling update on network build plans. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@
nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific queries.
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 30
January, 260 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department
of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and by the Department
of Education for schools. BCP’s are installed at Colmcille GAA Club, Ballymore Shamrocks
GAA Club, Mullinalaghta Community Centre, Corlea Heritage Centre and Aughine Community Centre. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.
Naomh Guasachta National School (Bunlahy) has been installed by NBI and Fermoyle National School has been connected for educational access as part of this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high
speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this
regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was announced in December which will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well
ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI
website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.
National Broadband Plan

10/02/2021WRF02600

94. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan at a location (details supplied);
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7010/21]
10/02/2021WRF02700

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The premises referred to in the Question is located in the BLUE area on the NBP High Speed
Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie.
BLUE areas are not included in the State intervention area covered by the National Broadband
Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broadband or have indicated
future plans to do so. My Department defines high speed broadband as a connection with minimum speeds of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps upload. The activities of commercial operators
delivering high speed broadband within BLUE areas are not planned or funded by the State and
my Department has no statutory authority to intervene in that regard.
10/02/2021WRF02800

My Department has raised a query regarding the premises in question with the network operator to get the current status for this location. As soon as a reply is received my Department
will revert to the Deputy with an update.
Questions Nos. 95 and 96 answered with Question No. 47.
Post Office Network

10/02/2021WRF03100
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97. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications his plans to support the post office network, particularly those individual branches
under a public service obligation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7179/21]
10/02/2021WRF03200

Minister of State at the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications
(Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The importance of the post office network has been clearly
demonstrated throughout the pandemic where we have seen a range of initiatives through our
post offices which have helped support local communities, the elderly and vulnerable. The serious decline in mail volumes and the impact of Covid-19 on footfall through post offices has had
a severe impact on the postal network and the revenue being generated for postmasters.
10/02/2021WRF03300

A lot of work has been done over the past few years to develop the network and this has had
a positive effect for both postmasters and customers. This momentum needs to be maintained
and if An Post, the postmasters and Government work together we can ensure that the network
can emerge as a central hub for a wide variety of valuable community-focused services.
Government believes An Post has untapped potential to do more and make a further significant contribution across many areas of public, business and community life in Ireland. What we
are doing now is working with An Post to investigate the scope to channel additional services
through the network. As with any business the post office needs to develop commercial strategies to enable it to grow and maintain its relevance for its users. All options will be considered
fully and efforts will be redoubled to give effect to our commitment to ensuring a sustainable
and viable post office network.
In the circumstances, there are no proposals to introduce a Government funded subsidy for
the post office network.
Question No. 98 answered with Question No. 47.
National Broadband Plan

10/02/2021WRF03500

99. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the location of the pilot area used by National Broadband Ireland in establishing
the feasibility of using the ESB Networks infrastructure in the roll-out of the National Broadband Plan. [7241/21]
10/02/2021WRF03600

100. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the benefits considered by National Broadband Ireland for using the ESB Networks infrastructure to accelerate the national broadband plan. [7242/21]
10/02/2021WRF03700

101. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the expected timeframe for completion of the pilot exercise using the ESB Networks infrastructure to accelerate the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7243/21]
10/02/2021WRF03800

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
I propose to take Questions Nos. 99 to 101, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRF03900

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the importance of good reliable broadband to ensure that citizens across Ireland can avail of remote working, education and other essential
online facilities. The Programme for Government commits to seek to accelerate the roll out of
the National Broadband Plan. In this regard, my Department continues to engage with NBI to
explore the feasibility of accelerating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bring55
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ing forward premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an
earlier date.
As part of that work NBI is engaging with all current build partners (eir and enet) to bring
forward build activities and is also actively reviewing other possible build partners such as the
ESB where such options could also speed up the build process. The engagement with the ESB
involved the ESB surveying a single Deployment Area in County Galway, which is one of the
227 Deployment Areas included in the NBP intervention and the development of a detailed
design with the aim of establishing the technical and practical feasibility of utilising the ESB
network. All possible alternative network providers are being considered and substantial work
has been completed to date with further actions scheduled over the coming months. These
engagements are a commercial matter for NBI and the relevant service provider in the first instance and it would not be appropriate for me to comment further at this time.
Exploring the potential to accelerate the network rollout is being undertaken in parallel with
the measures required to mitigate delays arising as a result of Covid-19.
National Broadband Plan

10/02/2021WRF04200

102. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications the consideration that has been given to providing broadband to premises outside
of the parameters of the national broadband plan that struggle with connectivity; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [7244/21]
10/02/2021WRF04300

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan):
The High Speed Broadband Map, which is available at www.broadband.gov.ie, shows the areas
which will be included in the National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led intervention as well
as areas targeted by commercial operators. The map is colour coded and searchable by address
and Eircode.
10/02/2021WRF04400

Commercial areas defined as BLUE on the NBP map are not included in the State intervention area covered by the National Broadband Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broadband or have indicated future plans to do so. My Department defines
high speed broadband as a connection with minimum speeds of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps
upload. The activities of commercial operators delivering high speed broadband within BLUE
areas are not planned or funded by the State and my Department has no statutory authority to
intervene in that regard as they operate in a fully liberalised market regulated by ComReg as
independent regulator.
The NBP network will offer users a high speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 500Mbps from the outset. This represents an increase from the 150Mbps committed to under the Contract. The deployment plan forecasts construction commenced in all
counties within the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State having access to high
speed broadband within the next four years.
I understand that some homes and businesses in Blue areas on the NBP map have experienced difficulty getting a reliable high-speed broadband service and my Department is proactively engaged in dealing with any such anomalies to ensure no home or business is left behind.
It remains open to the Department to bring additional premises into the National Broadband
Ireland (NBI) roll-out plan under the NBP contract where no commercial high-speed broadband
service is available from any of the commercial operators.
Of the 2.4 million premises across Ireland, 77% of premises now have access to high56

10 February 2021

speed broadband of more than 30 Mbps. NBI will address the remaining premises through the
National Broadband Plan State intervention. In many parts of the country, very high capacity
networks are now becoming the norm. For example, 40% of subscriptions are for services offering speeds in excess of 100Mbps. There are more than 225,000 fibre subscriptions across the
country, representing a 55% increase on last year.
A number of commercial operators have announced further investment plans in high-speed
broadband. Eir has said it will roll out fibre to a further 1.4 million premises, bringing their fibre
deployment to some 1.8 million premises. SIRO is currently completing the first phase of its
fibre deployment which will see 375,000 premises passed with gigabit services. Virgin Media
is offering 250Mbps as a standard offering with 500Mbps and 1Gbps available to many of their
customers across the more than 1 million premises that they cover. Many other network operators and telecom service providers across the State also continue to invest in their networks.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRG00200

103. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Transport his plans for asylum seekers
to obtain a driver licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6333/21]
10/02/2021WRG00300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Currently, Ireland does not issue driving licences to applicants for international protection (asylum
seekers) as their residence status in the State is not yet determined.
10/02/2021WRG00400

Having said that, as set out in the Programme for Government, the current policy not to
allow applicants for international protection access to a driving licence will be changed. To
provide for this, there are a number of complex legal, administrative and technical issues to
consider and resolve. Officials in my Department and the Road Safety Authority (RSA) are
working on these measures at present, but it is not possible to give a definitive date yet for when
these changes will be in place. However, I can assure the Deputy that my officials are working
hard, in close cooperation with all the stakeholders, to make this happen.

10/02/2021WRG00500

Driver Licences

104. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport the status of a driver
licence application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6339/21]
10/02/2021WRG00600

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Specific details on an individual’s application are held by the Road Safety Authority.
10/02/2021WRG00700

I am therefore passing the Deputy’s question to the Road Safety Authority for direct reply.
If a reply has not been received within 10 working days, the Deputy should contact my office.

10/02/2021WRG00800

Brexit Issues

105. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport if his Department has reviewed the situation regarding travel and connectivity with Europe in view of Brexit realities
given that there is demand for the direct services to Europe and limited capacity despite the
quiet period due to Covid-19 and associated restrictions; and if his attention has been drawn to
the fact that if capacity is not increased the situation will deteriorate and the supply chain into
10/02/2021WRG00900
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Ireland will struggle. [6342/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In
advance of the end of the Brexit transition, my Department in conjunction with the Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO), undertook a major communications campaign urging business using the GB landbridge to consider a switch to direct routes which would avoid the new
control regimes. This campaign was also supported by the Departments of Foreign Affairs and
Trade, Business Enterprise and Innovation and Agriculture, Food and the Marine.
10/02/2021WRG01000

This communication campaign served to reinforce the message that there is maritime capacity available to transport goods directly to Continental Europe and that these options are many
and varied across different modalities (ro-ro, con-ro, lo-lo) providing both accompanied and
unaccompanied options to exporters.
We have witnessed throughout 2020 and at the beginning of 2021 an unprecedented response from the shipping industry in terms of increasing capacity to match market demand. It
has occurred across all relevant modes and has drawn from all available responses. These responses include (1) utilization of surplus capacity, (2) increasing capacity by altering schedules,
(3) redeploying vessels within their fleets, and (4) adding new capacity in the form of additional
vessels.
Number of Sailings
As of January 2021, there are around 60 RoRo freight sailings between Ireland and the Continent in a typical week. This includes five shipping operators, Irish Ferries, Stena Line, DFDS,
Brittany Ferries and CLDN offering both accompanied and unaccompanied freight. This represents an increase of around 34 sailings per week, or around 130% increase in continental RoRo
frequency compared to January 2020.
Specifically in relation to sailings between Ireland and France, in January 2020, there were
12 weekly sailings to and from Northern France. These were provided by Irish Ferries and Stena Line to the port of Cherbourg (not including the seasonal service operated by Brittany Ferries to Roscoff). In the last 12 months, the number of sailings to Northern France has increased
by 25. Based on published schedules, there are now over 36 sailings per week to and from the
ports of Dunkerque and Cherbourg, Roscoff and St Malo provided by Stena Line, Irish Ferries,
DFDS and Brittany Ferries.
Freight Capacity
The increase in choice and frequency in the RoRo freight market over the past year has
had a very significant impact on freight capacity to continental EU ports. Weekly RoRo freight
capacity to continental EU ports has doubled in the past 12 months. There is now capacity for
approximately 5,000 additional HGV’s & unaccompanied trailers on continental RoRo services
per week in January 2021.
The largest increase in capacity has come on RoRo services to Northern France. In January
2020, capacity to Northern France represented 35% of all continental EU capacity. As of January 2021, it now accounts for 49%.
Unaccompanied RoRo freight is an essential component of continental RoRo capacity. In
2020, unaccompanied RoRo freight made up over 80% of all continental RoRo volume. The
importance of unaccompanied RoRo volume is not expected to change.
Details of growth in direct services
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There have been 22 separate interventions by Ro/Ro+ Lo/Lo freight operators in the past 12
months in response to Brexit.
OPERATOR

ROUTE

INTERVENTION

DATE

1

CLDN

Cork – Zeebrugge

New Service

May-2020

2

CLDN

Santander – Liverpool – Dublin

New Service

June 2020

3

ICL (LOLO)

Cork to USA

New Service

June 2020

4

BG Freightline (LOLO)

Waterford -Liverpool Rotterdam

New Service

July 2020

5

CLDN

Leixoes – Dublin – Liverpool

New Service

September 2020

6

CMA-CGM (LO/LO)

Dublin / Rotterdam / Cork / Dunkirk

New Service

November 2020

7

Irish Ferries

Dublin / Cherbourg

Schedule Change

January 2021 – 7 day
rotation

8

Stena Line

Rosslare / Cherbourg

Schedule Change

January 2021 – 7 day
rotation

9

Stena Line

Rosslare / Cherbourg

Additional Vessel

January 2021

10

DFDS / EURoRo

Rosslare / Dunkirk

New Service

January 2020

11

CLDN

Cork / Zeebrugge

Additional Vessel

January 2021

12

Eucon

Dublin / Rotterdam

Additional Vessel

January 2021

13

Brittany Ferries

Cork-Roscoff

Additional Vessel

March 2021

14

Brittany Ferries

Rosslare to Cherbourg

New Service

January 2021

15

Stena Line

Dublin – Cherbourg

New Service

January 2021

16

Irish Ferries

Dublin - Cherbourg

Additional Vessel (Temporary)

January 2021

17

Irish Ferries

Dublin - Cherbourg

Vessel Change (WB Yeats)

January 2021

18

Samskip

Dublin - Amsterdam

New Service

January 2021

19

Stena Line

Rosslare - Cherbourg

Vessel Change (Embla)

January 2021

20

CLDN

Dublin – Rotterdam

Vessel Change

January 2021

21

Brittany Ferries

Rosslare -St Malo

New Service

February 2021

22

Brittany Ferries

Cork-Roscoff

New Service

February 2021

As shipping operators compete to understand new demand patterns, the market is currently
in a state of dynamism, with a new equilibrium yet to be found. As a result, operators are
changing schedules frequently and introducing new, often temporary services at short notice. If
demand arises, operators have proved they stand ready to respond as necessary.
My Department, in collaboration with the IMDO, will continue to monitor demand and capacity closely to ensure the continuation of the essential supply chain for Ireland.
Ports Development

10/02/2021WRG01100

106. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport if facilities at Dublin Port
will be improved given that TII does not have adequate facilities for drivers, particularly for the
volume of drivers who now have to stay with loads for a long period of time; and if new fit-forpurpose facilities will be constructed at the port. [6343/21]
10/02/2021WRG01200

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Facilities at border control sites within
Dublin Port are a matter for the relevant agencies. I am aware that OPW have established welfare facilities on behalf of the Revenue Commissioners at the State sites within the Port which
include toilets, showers and indoor waiting areas.
10/02/2021WRG01300

I am informed that the full list of facilities provided by OPW is:
- Terminal 7: 3 toilets with hand sanitising stations.
- Terminal 9: 2 toilets with hand washing facilities.
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- Terminal 10: 2 toilets with hand sanitising stations.
- Terminal 11 East: Modular accommodation providing indoor driver waiting area with 2
toilets. Separate shower changing area with 3 shower rooms one of which is an accessible WC/
shower room.
- Terminal 11 West: Driver Welfare cabin providing indoor driver waiting area with seating
with 1 toilet and 3 shower rooms, one of which is an accessible WC/shower room. There is a
food/drinks vending machine in the waiting area.
- Yard 3: 2 toilets with hand washing facilities.
There are also facilities, including hot food, available at a nearby commercial service station
within a short walking distance from Yard 3 and from terminals 7, 10 and 11.
Covid-19 Tests

10/02/2021WRG01400

107. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport the tendering process for the
antigen testing process for hauliers accessing Irish ports to travel to France; if consideration will
be given to financially support existing test providers who are providing an antigen service in
other parts of the country to provide free tests to users; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6363/21]
10/02/2021WRG01500

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Up
until very recently, all EU Member States, including Ireland, exempted essential international
transport workers (including HGV drivers and Light Commercial Vehicle drivers) not displaying COVID-19 symptoms from quarantine and testing requirements. However, in recent weeks,
in response to new variants and growing Covid-19 numbers, several EU Member States introduced restrictions for transport workers.
10/02/2021WRG01600

On 14 January 2021, France notified Ireland that it was preparing to introduce a requirement
that hauliers travelling from Ireland to France (including via the UK land bridge) must furnish
a negative Covid-19 test result Given the extreme urgency involved, my Department issued a
request for quotes and entered into a contract to provide the service by 27 January, as required.
The service involved the provision of antigen testing for truck drivers in the vicinity of the rollon roll-off ports. This arrangement is in place for an initial period of 12 weeks, should these
requirements remain.
Given the extreme urgency involved, my Department relied on the negotiated procedure
without prior publication, as set out in the derogation at Regulation 32(2)(c) of the European
Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations S.I 284/2016 for this procurement.
It is my intention to run a full tendering process to provide COVID-19 testing services for
freight drivers in the event that the French requirements for a negative test prior to embarkment
remains beyond this initial period or other countries introduce such a requirement. Part of this
process will address multiple locations for testing, to facilitate drivers. I would encourage any
existing test providers to engage in that tendering process and full consideration will be given
to any practical proposals.
Currently, there are four sites available to drivers. These have been situated close to ports.
This service is being provided by the State to drivers at no cost to themselves or their companies.
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It is open to any company to arrange testing directly with private testing providers and that
is a commercial decision for each company. If they chose this option, I would advise that they
ensure that all the requirements of the French authorities are met.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRG01700

108. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport the reason the BE classification has been removed from certain driver licences (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6412/21]
10/02/2021WRG01800

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Prior
to 1989, the driver licensing system permitted a car and trailer to be driven under the car licence
alone. Licence categories were then changed, with separate categories covering car (Category
B) and car and trailer (Category BE). People licensed to drive with trailer before 1989 were allowed to keep their old entitlements, simply by ticking the appropriate box on the application
form when renewing their licences. Where a pre-1989 licence holder did not tick the box they
would no longer retain that entitlement. However, the entitlement could be restored up to ten
years after last holding it. If they let the entitlement to drive with a trailer lapse for longer, they
must apply as learners for the purposes of driving with a trailer.
10/02/2021WRG01900

In 2013, the then Minister for Transport received representations from the Irish Farmers’
Association suggesting that many farmers who had a car licence before the 1989 regulations
came into effect, had unintentionally lost their trailer entitlement by not ticking the appropriate
box on the renewal form. The Minister agreed, on a once-off, exceptional basis, to allow people
in this position - whether farmers or not - to reclaim the trailer entitlement, where they could
prove that they had previously held it. The Road Safety Authority made arrangements to accommodate drivers in this position for a limited period (i.e. up to November of 2013).
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRG02000

109. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Transport the specific measures he
plans to put in place for travel agents who not only lost their business in 2020 but went to considerable expense ensuring that travellers were repatriated and rebooking holidays for 2021; if
specific measures will be put in place for this sector in view of the fact that it is now very unlikely that Irish residents will travel outside of Ireland in 2021; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6416/21]
10/02/2021WRG02100

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am fully aware that the travel trade
sector has not been able to reclaim any meaningful level of lost trade over the past year. It is
largely an SME sector, and as such travels agents and tour operators have access to the various business supports made available in the July stimulus package and in Budget 2021, which
contains historic levels of State support in the form of wage supplements, financial grants and
waived commercial rates. I know this does not come close to replacing lost business, but it is
significant nonetheless.
10/02/2021WRG02200

It has been brought to my attention that some travel agents and tour operators have been experiencing difficulties accessing the COVID-19 Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS), whereby
some in the sector have qualified for CRSS because they have physical shop fronts, whilst others have not, typically because they operate wholly through online channels. Other small firms
have been similarly locked out of the CRSS - for various reasons - and that is why the Government responded yesterday with further supports to target such businesses. The new €60 million
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Covid-19 Business Aid Scheme will provide grants to help cover some fixed costs such as rent
and utilities for those firms not already in receipt of CRSS support.
The State is also providing a special financial guarantee under a Refund Credit Note scheme
for the sector, which makes the credit notes that licensed travel agent and tour operators issue to
their customers a very secure proposition. Credits notes to the value of €19 million have already
been issued to consumers under the scheme – under which their value is guaranteed by the State
- and this is money that the industry would otherwise have had to pay back in cash refunds.
It is a terribly difficult time for this sector, who I know just want a chance to trade their way
out of the current situation. I am ensuring that my Department is maintaining an open and continued dialogue with the industry, and I will be joining Minister of State Naughton in a virtual
meeting with the Irish Travel Agents Association next week.
Road Network

10/02/2021WRG02300

110. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport the status of the options
for development of the proposed Narrow Water Bridge between counties Louth and Down; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6427/21]
10/02/2021WRG02400

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Following on from the Fresh Start Agreement, the “New Decade, New Approach” document indicates that the Government is ready to
jointly progress consideration of options for the development of the Narrow Water bridge project at the North South Ministerial Council.
10/02/2021WRG02500

Options for the development of the Narrow Water Bridge project are under examination at
present, taking into account other proposed projects in the area including the Newry Southern
Relief Road. Consideration of options for a bridge has not yet reached a sufficiently advanced
stage where there is a clearly defined and costed scheme.

10/02/2021WRG02600

Driver Test

111. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport the number of driver test
examiners; the number of driver tests passed and failed in 2020; the age of those least likely
to hold a full driver licence in any given year; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6455/21]
10/02/2021WRG02700

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The
details requested are held by the Road Safety Authority. I have therefore referred this question
to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has
not been received within ten days
10/02/2021WRG02800

Córas Iompair Éireann

10/02/2021WRG02900

112. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport the reason there has been no
increase in CIÉ pensions since 2008; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6456/21]
10/02/2021WRG03000

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.
10/02/2021WRG03100
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The CIÉ Group has two pension schemes, namely the Regular Wages Scheme (“RWS”) and
1951 superannuation scheme (“1951 Scheme”); and issues in relation to CIÉ pension schemes
are primarily a matter for the trustees of the schemes, the CIÉ Group and their employees.
I have therefore referred the Deputy’s question to CIÉ for direct reply. Please advise my
private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRG03200

113. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of a driver licence
expiry extension for a person (details supplied); and the way in which the person can apply for
an extension without a public services card. [6467/21]
10/02/2021WRG03300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This
is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received
within 10 days.
10/02/2021WRG03400

10/02/2021WRG03500

Driver Test

114. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter regarding driver testing (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6476/21]
10/02/2021WRG03600

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I am
aware that the RSA has experienced a number of delays and operating issues since the launch of
their new customer portal. Officials in my Department have raised these matters with the RSA
who have taken action to address them. The RSA has assured the Department that the situation has now improved and that customers should now be able to access the portal without any
undue delay.
10/02/2021WRG03700

As you are aware under the current Level 5 restrictions only essential workers can sit a driving test. We have brought the matter relating to Essential Driver Training (EDT), where driving
tests were provided without customers having completed EDT, to the immediate attention of
the RSA. The RSA have confirmed that they have now addressed this matter to prevent any
recurrence.
My Department will continue to monitor the situation.
Appointments to State Boards

10/02/2021WRG03800

115. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Transport when a new chairperson will
be appointed to the Shannon Airport Authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6489/21]
10/02/2021WRG03900

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I would like to thank the Deputy for his
question in relation to the appointment of a new Chairperson to the Board of Shannon Airport
Authority. As the Deputy may be aware Shannon Airport Authority is a subsidiary of Shannon
Group and the position of Chairperson of Shannon Group was advertised by the Public Appointments Service.
10/02/2021WRG04000
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I am currently considering a shortlist of candidates and I hope to be in a position to appoint
a new Chairperson to Shannon Group shortly.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRG04100

116. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport the status of an application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6493/21]
10/02/2021WRG04200

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This
is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received
within 10 days.
10/02/2021WRG04300

Road Safety Authority

10/02/2021WRG04400

117. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter
(details supplied) regarding the RSA website; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6497/21]
10/02/2021WRG04500

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I am
aware that the RSA has experienced a number of operating issues since the launch of its new
customer portal and officials in my Department have raised these issues with the RSA. We have
been reassured by the Authority, these technical issues are gradually being resolved. Performance improvements have recently been implemented meaning customers can now access the
portal without any undue delays. Delays in contacting the customer care call centre have also
been addressed and waiting times are improving.
10/02/2021WRG04600

The RSA will continue to give priority to addressing the remaining issues as they seek to
improve the overall portal performance and restore the service to the highest possible standards.
I am assured that the measures being put in place will have the desired effect. My Department
will continue to monitor the situation closely and we thank the deputy and others for bringing
these matters to our attention.

10/02/2021WRG04700

Rail Network

118. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport his plans to upgrade existing railway track to new bigger sleepers and rails to assist the speed and safety of trains; if the
relaying process is put out to tender or carried out by Iarnród Éireann staff; the funding spent on
this work over the past ten years; the planned funding for the next five years; if all machinery
contracted to carry out this work in the past represented value for money; if the machinery contracted in was used every day on site; if the machinery used for this type of work is fully owned
by Iarnród Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6501/21]
10/02/2021WRG04800

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy may be aware, the provision of funding for the protection and renewal of our railway infrastructure is governed by EU
and Irish legislation. This legislative framework requires a contractual agreement, known as
the Infrastructure Manager Multi-Annual Contract (IMMAC), to be entered into between the
Minister and Iarnród Éireann, in its designated role as Infrastructure Manager of the network.
The legislative framework also designates the Commission for Rail Regulation as the independent monitoring body to monitor the performance of Iarnród Éireann in regard to its obligations
10/02/2021WRG04900
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under the IMMAC.
A detailed review of IMMAC 2014 to 2018 was published in December 2019 as part of the
finalisation of the new IMMAC 2020 to 2024 contractual agreement. The review is available
to view on my Department’s website: https://assets.gov.ie/41983/0dacd748329049bba8ce37b
4f97d755a.pdf and provides detail in relation to all expenditure and outputs over the relevant
period, including in relation to track and associated works. The published review also contains
details in relation to the proposed expenditure planned over the period 2020 to 2024 and a
high-level summary of work, which, as noted in the review, is elaborated upon in an annual
programme of work developed by Iarnród Éireann.
In addition to the IMMAC programme, I would note that last year’s July Stimulus provided
€18m toward track improvement works and that was further supported by an additional allocation of €25m in Budget 2021, these additional allocations were largely directed toward works
on the Dublin – Cork line.
In view of Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility regarding the specific issues raised, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply. Please contact my private office if
you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
Taxi Regulations

10/02/2021WRG05000

119. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the reason the National
Transport Authority taxi model report database is not regularly updated (details supplied); if
this database will be updated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6503/21]
10/02/2021WRG05100

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) sector, including vehicle standards for SPSVs, is a matter for the National
Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.
10/02/2021WRG05200

Accordingly, I have referred your question to the NTA for direct reply to you. Please advise
my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.
Motor Tax

10/02/2021WRG05300

120. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport his plans to lower the cost of
road tax in 2021 given the reduction in car and road usage during the Covid-19 pandemic as a
result of restrictions on unnecessary travel to work and leisure and intercounty travel; if his attention has been drawn to the refunds made by motor insurance companies to reflect this; if he
will make similar road tax adjustments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6504/21]
10/02/2021WRG05400

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Motor tax is payable if a vehicle is being used in a public place.
10/02/2021WRG05500

I understand that refunds of a proportion of motor insurance paid last year were given on the
basis of reduced risk due to a reduction in the number of vehicles on the road given the restrictions put in place due to Covid. Motor tax is not linked to the level of use on the road, rather it
accrues to the Exchequer as an excise duty. Motor tax receipts are a significant contributor to
Exchequer finances and form part of the means in ensuring that Covid-19 supports can continue
in the short-term, in helping the re-building of the economy in the medium term, and in ensuring the ongoing provision of public services. In this regard, the Deputy will be aware that the
Government has, over the course of the last year, channelled significant Exchequer resources
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towards an extensive range of supports for Covid-impacted businesses including rates waivers,
re-start grants, lending facilities, equity injection, business advisory supports, and supports for
sectors particularly affected by Covid, such as the recent introduction of the Tourism Business
Continuity Scheme. In terms of social protections, supports include the Pandemic Unemployment Payment and the Employment Wage Subsidy Schemes.
Changes to the rates and banding structures for motor tax take place in a Budgetary context.
You may be aware that changes to some rates and to the banding structure for new cars were
announced in Budget 2021 and recently legislated for in the Finance Act 2020. There are no
plans to amend motor tax legislation further at the present time.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRG05600

121. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been
drawn to the fact that an organisation (details supplied) has decided not to proceed with the next
transport management CPC examination scheduled for 31 March 2021 despite the fact that a
full online course is available; the way in which he plans to address this matter given the fact
that course participants are being prevented from advancing their careers, improving compliance and creating further employment as a result; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6515/21]
10/02/2021WRG05700

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My
Department has been in communication with the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport
in view of the potential difficulties arising for candidates arising from their proposed cancellation of the Transport Management CPC examination on March 31, and we have received confirmation from the Institute that the examination will now be held on that date as an exceptional
measure for 2021.
10/02/2021WRG05800

Irish Aviation Authority

10/02/2021WRH00200

122. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport the background and
the processes involved regarding the recent appointment of a person (details supplied) as interim chairman of the Irish Aviation Authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6519/21]
10/02/2021WRH00300

123. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport the person or body involved in lobbying or making recommendations for a post to be filled by a person (details supplied); the dates and the involvement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6520/21]
10/02/2021WRH00400

124. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport the reason the Public
Appointments Service was bypassed in this instance; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6521/21]
10/02/2021WRH00500

125. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport the details of any communications between a person (details supplied) and any departmental official or Government
party member of the Houses of the Oireachtas in relation to the Irish Aviation Authority prior
to the official notification of the appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6522/21]
10/02/2021WRH00600

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 122 to
125, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRH00700

66

10 February 2021

Ms Rose Hynes has been appointed to act as Chairperson of the IAA on an interim basis. Ms
Hynes was appointed, with the agreement of the Government, to help guide the IAA through
a key period in a regulatory reform process that will result in significant institutional changes.
There are some important strategic and business decision to be taken in the early part of this
year in order to prepare the ground for this, and I was unwilling to risk leaving a vacancy at the
top of the Company which would in any way jeopardise progress. The Deputy will note that
the Air Navigation and Transport Bill passed Second Stage in the Dáil last week, and he will
recognise from that Bill that there is serious preparatory work to be done.
This regulatory reform initiative, which was sanctioned by Government in September 2017,
will ensure that Irish aviation will be served by an internationally best practice regulatory regime as it recovers post-Covid and post-Brexit. Ms Hynes’ experience in aviation alongside
her background in leading other State agency restructuring programmes was a key reason for
her appointment as interim Chair while the Company undergoes these important institutional
reforms.
I fully intend to initiate a formal recruitment process under the State Boards Appointment
guidelines later in the year to coincide with the passing of the Air Navigation and Transport
Bill. At this point, formal processes will be put in place to recruit a permanent Chair and Board
members for the newly established IAA and also a Chair and Board members for the new
commercial air navigation company, which will be established as a result of the institutional
reforms.
Driver Test

10/02/2021WRH01100

126. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Transport if he is satisfied with the level
of service being provided by the RSA to learner drivers and those seeking to renew licences
during the current pandemic; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that learner drivers who
booked their test in June 2020 still do not have a test date; if his attention has been further drawn
to the fact that learner drivers are regularly on hold for 90 minutes trying to get through to the
RSA; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that emails are not being responded to and that
booking systems are repeatedly coming up with errors which are not being rectified; if his attention has been further drawn to the stress and difficulty caused learning drivers nationwide
(details supplied); if his attention has been further drawn to the particular difficulty that this is
causing young rural dwellers who have no access to public transport; his plans to rectify the
situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6537/21]
10/02/2021WRH01200

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My
Department is in constant contact with the Road Safety Authority since the start of the pandemic regarding all of its services, the impact of Covid-19 on those services, and how they can
best be maintained in the current circumstances.
10/02/2021WRH01300

Due to suspension of driver testing services in the initial pandemic response, along with the
health protocols required since the resumption of services, a significant backlog has developed.
During Level 5, driving tests are only available to those involved in essential services.
Sanction has recently been provided to hire 40 additional temporary driver testers, along
with 36 approved for retention or rehire in 2020. The position will be kept under review when
services resume.
These measures will help to increase testing capacity. However, I would like to stress, that
many of the issues impacting on the delivery of service are concerned with the throughput of
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centres themselves in light of the restrictions, rather than on the availability of staff.
The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased when restrictions ease, subject to
health assurances.
I am aware that the RSA has experienced a number of operating issues since the launch
of their new customer portal and officials in my Department have raised these issues with the
RSA. We have been reassured by the Authority, these technical issues are gradually being resolved. Performance improvements have recently been implemented meaning customers can
now access the portal without any undue delays. Delays in contacting the customer care call
centre have also been addressed and waiting times are slowly improving.
The RSA will continue to give priority to addressing the remaining issues as they seek to
improve the overall portal performance and restore the service to the highest possible standards.
I am assured that the measures being put in place will have the desired effect. My Department
will continue to monitor the situation and we thank the Deputy and others for bringing these
matter to our attention.
With regard to renewing driver licences, possible further extensions of driving licences are
currently under consideration at EU level. A decision on this issue is expected shortly.
The Road Safety Authority (RSA), through the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS),
has expanded the online facility to accommodate all driving licence and learner permit applications to enable accessibility online rather than by calling to an office. A verified MyGovID
account, which requires a Public Services Card, is needed to access the online system.
All persons of 70 years of age and over are now invited to renew their driving licence or
learner permit by post. Applicants will be contacted directly by the National Driver Licence
Service (NDLS). Previously only those aged 70 and over who renew their licence on a yearly
basis could avail of this service.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRH01400

127. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport the status of a driver
licence renewal application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6544/21]
10/02/2021WRH01500

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This
is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received
within 10 days.
10/02/2021WRH01600

Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRH01700

128. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been
drawn to a situation whereby driving schools have been instructed to give lessons only to essential workers with dates booked but essential workers cannot book their test without completing
the 12 weeks essential driver training course. [6545/21]
10/02/2021WRH01800

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton):
During level 5 restrictions, Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) may continue to provide les10/02/2021WRH01900
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sons, but only in such circumstances where the learner in question has already been scheduled
a test date. I understand that this causes difficulty in certain situations as candidates cannot
book a test until they have completed all 12 lessons. As I am sure the Deputy will appreciate,
it was decided, in a climate where only limited services are being provided in order to reduce
the spread of Covid, that driving instruction can continue as an essential service, but only in
extremely limited circumstances.
While I regret the inconvenience caused, public safety is of paramount importance.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRH02000

129. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Transport if there is a method for Irish
persons living abroad who do not have a public services card to apply for a driver licence or to
renew their driver licence without the need to travel to Ireland, particularly during Covid-19;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6559/21]
10/02/2021WRH02100

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): An
Irish driving licence can only be issued to a person residing in Ireland. An Irish driving licence
can be renewed up to 10 years after the expiry of the licence. If a person living abroad returns
to live in Ireland within that timeframe, they can then apply to renew their Irish licence.
10/02/2021WRH02200

10/02/2021WRH02300

Rail Network

130. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the estimated amount it
would cost Iarnród Éireann if the number of contracted security staff increased by a further 40%
based on 2019 figures. [6626/21]
10/02/2021WRH02400

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not
involved in the operations of public transport.
10/02/2021WRH02500

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann and I have forwarded the
Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.
Dublin Bus

10/02/2021WRH02600

131. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the way in which the
subsidy for Dublin Bus is calculated; if it is based on the number of buses that are intended to
be run rather than the number of buses that actually run; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6666/21]
10/02/2021WRH02700

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.
10/02/2021WRH02800

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provision of public passenger transport services nationally. Since 2010, the award of Public Service
Obligation (PSO) funding falls under the independent statutory remit of the NTA. The allocations to individual companies, including Dublin Bus, are decided by the NTA in accordance
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with the various contract arrangements that it has in place with PSO service providers.
Therefore, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.
Bus Éireann

10/02/2021WRH02900

132. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the average age of the
Bus Éireann fleet in each of the past three years; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6667/21]
10/02/2021WRH03000

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland. However, I
am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.
10/02/2021WRH03100

The issue raised is an operational matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s
question to the company for direct reply.
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

10/02/2021WRH03200

Driver Licences

133. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport when a renewal driver licence will
be issued to a person (details supplied) in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6684/21]
10/02/2021WRH03300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This
is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received
within 10 days.
10/02/2021WRH03400

Road Safety Authority

10/02/2021WRH03500

134. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport the status of the pilot
programme by the Road Safety Authority to examine whether theory tests can be taken remotely and online; if the programme will be rolled-out in the future in order to clear the waiting list;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6685/21]
10/02/2021WRH03600

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton):
While this is an operational matter for the RSA, my Department had previously requested that
the Authority, as the body legally responsible for the driver theory test, examine whether theory
tests can be taken on line remotely and what is required to do so.
10/02/2021WRH03700

The Driver Theory Test service has recently launched a pilot phase of a new initiative,
which offers a Remote Testing service for specific categories of Theory Test (C, D, CD, BMT,
TMT, ADI, CPCB, CPCT). During the pilot phase Remote Testing will be available on a limited
basis and extra capacity will be added as it is rolled out to allow more customers to sit their bus,
truck, CPC or ADI Theory Test online.
This pilot phase is still ongoing and will be reviewed in due course. Following this review,
I understand the RSA expect the initiative to be extended for car and motorcycles.
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While, the RSA are keen to progress and extend the service to all categories of Driver
Theory Test, scaling up operations to facilitate higher numbers will take time to achieve.
Covid-19 Tests

10/02/2021WRH03800

135. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport the mechanism whereby
a person who has recovered from Covid-19 but who would still test positive to a PCR test can
travel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6691/21]
10/02/2021WRH03900

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department assists with the implementation of public health measures in relation to international travel, as decided by Government following relevant advice.
10/02/2021WRH04000

All requirements for arriving passengers are published on the Government’s website
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b4020-travelling-to-ireland-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
If a citizen has a genuine humanitarian emergency requiring urgent travel, and are not be
able to obtain evidence of a negative pre-departure RT-PCR test in time, they should contact the
nearest embassy or consulate immediately for advice and consular assistance.

10/02/2021WRH04100

Rail Network

136. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport if consideration will be given
to undertaking a feasibility study of the railway line from Navan to Kingscourt, County Cavan;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6703/21]
10/02/2021WRH04200

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy was previously advised, I
am informed that Iarnród Éireann (IÉ) has no current plans to reopen this line nor to undertake
a feasibility study at this time. I am also informed that a potential re-opening of the line does
not feature in the relevant Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies.
10/02/2021WRH04300

As the Deputy is aware, the issue of a potential extension of the existing Dunboyne/M3
Parkway line to Navan was considered by the National Transport Authority (NTA) during its
development of the statutory Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035. This
issue remains under review and will be specifically considered again as part of the statutory
review of the current Strategy, on which the NTA has commenced preparatory work.
The review will include a comprehensive analysis of changes to population projections, development density, employment forecasts and future travel demand patterns and will be subject
to a full public consultation, including the publication of all background reports and feasibility
studies; and that public consultation will take place later this year. I look forward to the launch
of the consultation and I would encourage all citizens and public representatives to participate
in this important process.
Road Projects

10/02/2021WRH04400

137. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the status of the east-west
link road project which is urgently needed in the north east; the most recent engagements his
10/02/2021WRH04500
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Department has made on the project; the bodies with which engagement has been made; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [6716/21]
Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Proposals to deliver an upgraded EastWest route linking Dundalk to Sligo, taking in Cavan, involve linking elements of the national
road network and regional roads along as direct a route as possible. Essentially the route involves upgrade/realignment works on the regional routes from Dundalk to Cavan and on national routes from Cavan to Sligo.
10/02/2021WRH04600

As regards the regional road aspect of the proposal, the improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority in accordance
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from
the Council’s own resources supplemented by State road grants.
My Department provided funding to Cavan County Council (acting as lead authority with
Monaghan and Louth County Councils) with over €2m in the period 2007-2014 to progress the
regional road element of the project to preliminary design.
As indicated previously, the Department is currently liaising with the Council in relation
to carrying out a risk based analysis for the route between Dundalk and Cavan. I met with the
Deputy and other political representatives in December last.
As regards the national road element of an east-west link, I have referred the question to
Transport Infrastructure Ireland for a direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not
receive a reply within 10 working days.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRH04700

138. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the funding supports being
made available to private bus operators during Covid-19 that employ significant numbers of
persons locally; if private operators will be included in the supports being provided to companies such as CIÉ; if his attention has been drawn to the need for supports to private operators in
the interest of regional jobs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6722/21]
10/02/2021WRH04800

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Both the National Transport Authority (NTA) and my Department have been engaging directly with commercial bus operators
throughout the Covid-19 Emergency. The public transport system in Ireland has played an essential service role over the course of the pandemic, especially in carrying essential workers
and others making necessary journeys.
10/02/2021WRH04900

In this regard, the Government agreed substantial increases to the PSO budget to support
continuation of PSO services during the Covid situation in 2020 and 2021. In addition, the Government has recognised the situation of the licenced bus sector - which normally operates on a
commercial basis without public subvention but which, during the Covid crisis, was in a situation where its operations were no longer commercially viable, owing to the impact of Covid-19
on passenger numbers and the associated drop in fare revenue.
Therefore, last June the Government decided to introduce new, temporary financial support
for certain licensed services provided by commercial bus operators to ensure the continued operation of these essential services. The temporary support was initially introduced for a period
of 6 months, with a view to protecting capacity across the public transport sector throughout
the crisis. The NTA on behalf of my Department, entered into contracts with the licensed bus
sector to provide funding for routes where a clear public interest justification supports such
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intervention. A total of 64 licensed commercial operators throughout the country are being assisted under this scheme.
As it remains the case that commercial bus operators are still under severe financial distress
due to the fall in passenger numbers and associated drop in fare revenue as a result of Covid-19,
on 26 January 2021, Government decided to extend the temporary funding supports for the
licensed bus sector for a further period of 3 months, with an option to extend contracts on a
monthly basis thereafter.
These supports are in addition to the suite of other financial support measures that the Government has introduced to help mitigate the impact of Covid-19, including the pandemic unemployment payment which operators can avail of and which remains open to new applicants until
the end of March 2021 and the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme, or ‘CRSS’, which offers
temporary sector-specific support to businesses forced to close or trade at significantly reduced
levels due to Covid-19 of up to €5,000 per week.
A full list of enterprise measures is available on the website of the Department of Business,
Enterprise and Innovation.
National Driver Licensing Service

10/02/2021WRH05000

139. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the way in which National
Driver Licensing Service centres are operating during Covid-19 (details supplied); if he will
provide clarity on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6723/21]
10/02/2021WRH05100

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The
Road Safety Authority (RSA) is responsible for the National Driving Licence Service (NDLS).
10/02/2021WRH05200

The NDLS resumed services in June, following the closure of the centres due to the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions. All appointments must be booked in advance as it is not possible
to facilitate any walk-ins due to social-distancing requirements and in the interest of protecting
the staff and customers. This, of course, has led to an increase in the demand for appointments.
The RSA has worked with their providers to create additional capacity through a combination of additional staff, extended and additional operating hours (i.e. Sundays where needed),
and the provision of overtime.
Under Covid-19 Level 5 Government restrictions effective from 6 January 2021, attendance
at a NDLS centre is only possible provided that the applicant is an essential worker involved in
the provision of essential services or essential retail outlets.
The RSA has expanded the current online facility to accommodate all driving licence and
learner permit applications. A verified MyGovID account, which requires a Public Services
Card, is needed to access the online system.
Applicants aged 70 years or over can make their applications by post. Applicants will be
contacted directly by the NDLS and will receive a renewal pack in the post.

10/02/2021WRH05300

Driver Test

140. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons on
waiting lists for driver tests in counties Cavan, Monaghan and Meath and nationwide, to date;
10/02/2021WRH05400
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the length of time they have been waiting; the stage they are at in the application process, in
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6724/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This
is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received
within 10 days.
10/02/2021WRH05500

Motor Tax

10/02/2021WRJ00200

141. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding motor
tax payments for those who have been cocooning due to Covid-19; the rebate options open to
them; and the details of same. [6725/21]
10/02/2021WRJ00300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Motor tax is payable is a vehicle is being used in a public place.
10/02/2021WRJ00400

However, there is a facility in place to declare a vehicle off the road in advance where it is
not going to be in use in a public place. A declaration of non-use must be made in the last month
of an existing motor tax disc or renewed in the last month of a previously made declaration of
non-use. The declaration can be made for any number of calendar months between 3 and 12
months i.e. it cannot be made for a period of 1 or 2 months. If a vehicle is subsequently required
to be put back on the road during the period covered by the declaration of non-use, the declaration can be broken at any time simply by taxing the vehicle.
Motor tax legislation also provides for refunds in certain limited circumstances, including
where a vehicle has been scrapped or destroyed, permanently exported, stolen and not recovered, where the vehicle has not been used in a public place at any time since the issue of a disc,
where the owner of a vehicle has ceased to use the vehicle because of illness, injury or other
physical disability, or due to absence from the State for business purposes, educational purposes
or service overseas with the Defence Forces.
There are no plans currently to amend the legislation to extend the grounds for the granting
of a refund.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRJ00500

142. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Transport if plans are in train to make
it mandatory for learner permit holders to sit a test and demonstrate proof they have failed before they apply for a successive learner permit. [6751/21]
10/02/2021WRJ00600

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am aware that there are a large number
of people driving on our roads on their 4th, 5th, 6th or subsequent learner permit. While it is
legal for a learner permit holder to drive on our roads as long as they are accompanied by a
qualified person, I agree there is a need to reduce the number of people driving on recurring
learner permits without clear reasons.
10/02/2021WRJ00700

In late 2019, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) forwarded proposals to this Department setting out possible measures that could be introduced to encourage learner drivers to sit a driving
test. Such measures included, for a fifth or subsequent permit, an increase in the cost of the
permit; a decrease in the duration of a permit; a requirement to take mandatory lessons with an
approved driving instructor and a requirement to take a driving test before another permit can
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be issued. The objective is to make it a disincentive to rely long term on a learner permit. These
measures took account of the shorter wait times for tests and the increased tester resources that
were available to the RSA at the end of 2019.
The proposal was examined and a policy decision was made to amend the law. However,
since then, urgent measures introduced to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic have taken precedence and the proposals will need to be re-examined in light of current conditions. The cessation of services in March 2020 and further curtailing of services during subsequent level 5
restrictions in 2020 and 2021 has led to a backlog of people awaiting driving tests. Therefore,
it would be prudent to delay any changes to regulations to make it mandatory for long term
permit holders to sit a test until the driving test service has stabilised. The position will be kept
under review.
National Driver Licensing Service

10/02/2021WRJ00800

143. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Transport the number of times drivers
have failed to attend for a scheduled driver test at NDLS centres in 2019 and 2020; the impact
this had on waiting times; if the system for scheduling tests is robust enough to minimise waiting times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6752/21]
10/02/2021WRJ00900

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This is an operational matter for the Road
Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the
Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.
10/02/2021WRJ01000

Road Projects

10/02/2021WRJ01100

144. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the status of the construction of the N22 Baile Bhuirne to Macroom, County Cork, road development; if the project is
progressing on schedule and within budget; the earliest anticipated date of completion and
opening of phases of the project; the overall completion timeline; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6823/21]
10/02/2021WRJ01200

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have responsibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. This is also
subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals. In this
context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.
10/02/2021WRJ01300

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
Airport Passenger Data

10/02/2021WRJ01400

145. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport the number of passengers
departing Ireland from Dublin, Cork or Shannon airports for a location in the EU (details supplied) in each week of November and December 2020 and January 2021; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6830/21]
10/02/2021WRJ01500
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Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Aviation statistics on passengers leaving
and arriving into Ireland through State Airports by country of departure or destination country are
published on gov.ie at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b61012-aviation-statistics/#weeklystats-by-country-for-the-three-state-airports-for-2021.
10/02/2021WRJ01600

Statistics are compiled on the basis of the flight origin or destination, rather than origin or
possible final destination of the passenger. All the statistics are provisional figures provided by
the airports and are subject to change.
EU Issues

10/02/2021WRJ01700

146. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport the progress made with the European Commission to introduce an airport charges rebate scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6854/21]
10/02/2021WRJ01800

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy will be aware, the Government has put in place a range of supports for businesses in response to the COVID crisis. The
aviation sector continues to avail of those, particularly the wage subsidy scheme.
10/02/2021WRJ01900

However, in recognition of the very difficult circumstances being faced by airports and taking account of the recommendations of the Taskforce for Aviation Recovery, the Government
also announced an €80m funding package specifically for the aviation sector in November 2020
which included the proposal for an airport charges/route support scheme, among other schemes,
to be taken forward in 2021.
The Government has earmarked a budget of €20 million for this scheme, which is subject to
the approval of the European Commission in line with State aid rules.
In this context, my Department is in active engagement with the Commission. Good progress is being made and, if approved, any new schemes will augment the supports already in
place. My Department will continue to monitor the financial impact of COVID-19 on the Irish
aviation sector on an ongoing basis, in consultation with all key stakeholders and relevant Government Departments.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRJ02000

147. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport if a person is still insured to
drive while waiting for a licence renewal in circumstances in which a renewal is being processed which is not ongoing due to Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6939/21]
10/02/2021WRJ02100

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Insurance companies are private companies who enter into private contracts with their policy holders. EU rules specifically prohibit
Member States from interfering in the terms and conditions of these policies.
10/02/2021WRJ02200

It is a matter for each policy holder to examine their policy documents carefully, and to seek
clarification from their motor insurance company where necessary.
Due to the recent resurgence of Covid 19, , the EU is planning to extend driving licences. A
decision is expected on this matter shortly.
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Rail Network

10/02/2021WRJ02300

148. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport when the tender for the
expected new DART carriages is due to be signed; when he is expecting delivery of these carriages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6956/21]
10/02/2021WRJ02400

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport
Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including the DART+ programme.
10/02/2021WRJ02500

In view of the NTA’s statutory responsibility regarding the specific issues raised, I have referred the Deputy’s question to it for direct reply. Please contact my private office if you do not
receive a reply within 10 working days.
Transport Policy

10/02/2021WRJ02600

149. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the progress made in implementing the Taxi Advisory Committee’s report and key recommendations of July 2020; the
status of the Taxi Advisory Committee with regard to vacancies; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6957/21]
10/02/2021WRJ02700

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Deputy may wish to be aware that
most of the recommendations from the Advisory Committee’s report of July 2020 have been
completed. Key recommendations implemented include my Department providing funding to
the NTA to enable it to waive its standard annual SPSV (vehicle) licence renewal fees in 2021,
and the NTA extending vehicle age limits to the end of 2021. The €15 million expansion of the
eSPSV scheme should also assist drivers making the switch to electric vehicles by doubling the
support available to those with older vehicles.
10/02/2021WRJ02800

The Advisory Committee has a statutory duty to advise the Minister and the National Transport Authority (NTA) on issues relevant to small public service vehicles (SPSVs) and their
drivers. There are currently five vacancies on the Advisory Committee some of which, as the
Deputy may be aware, have been carried since a competition in 2019 organised by the Public
Appointments Service failed to attract a sufficient number of qualified applicants.
The Advisory Committee has played an important role in providing advice on how best to
support the SPSV industry through this difficult time. A real strength of the Advisory Committee is that it enjoys a broad membership with members representing driver interests, dispatch
operators, passenger interests, and official stakeholders such as Local Government and An Garda Síochána.
I have consulted the NTA and asked them to work with driver representatives and consider
the best approach to filling these vacancies to ensure that the Advisory Committee features
strong and effective representation for taxi drivers, limousine chauffeurs, and hackney drivers.
This includes consideration of how best to ensure appropriate urban and rural driver representation. I look forward to filling the outstanding vacancies following the outcome of this work.
Road Safety

10/02/2021WRJ02900

10/02/2021WRJ03000

150. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport his plans to review or amend
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the national guidelines for setting and managing speed limits in Ireland; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6958/21]
Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 2020 Programme for Government
includes a commitment to review and reduce speed limits, where appropriate, to address both
road safety issues and carbon emissions, and ensure greater compliance. In implementing this
commitment, consideration will be given, in the first instance, to the legislative framework relating to speed limits and following on from that consideration any necessary revisions to the
speed limit guidelines will be examined.
10/02/2021WRJ03100

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRJ03200

151. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Transport the measures being taken to
support the aviation sector in Ireland; the supports that have been issued to Irish airlines; the
engagement that has taken place with representative bodies of airline staff; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [6962/21]
10/02/2021WRJ03300

175. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport if representations by
staff of companies (details supplied) highlighting the ongoing uncertainty of the Irish aviation
sector have been brought to his attention; his plans to extend urgent financial support to these
airlines following the example of New Zealand, Portugal and the UK in this regard; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7280/21]
10/02/2021WRJ03400

182. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport if further supports beyond the
€80 million package announced in November 2020 will be made available to the Irish aviation
industry. [7331/21]
10/02/2021WRJ03500

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 151, 175
and 182 together.
10/02/2021WRJ03600

The Government has put in place a range of supports for businesses, including those in
the aviation sector. The supports include the wage subsidy scheme, alleviation of commercial
rates, deferral of tax liabilities, the COVID Restrictions Support Scheme, the Credit Guarantee
Scheme, and the SBCI Working Capital Scheme.
As regards supports specifically targeted at the protection of employment, the Employment
Wage Subsidy Schemes (EWSS) has been a key component of the Government’s response to
the COVID-19 crisis to support viable firms and encourage employment amid these very challenging times. The EWSS higher subsidy rate will apply until 31 March 2021. The scheme
will continue during 2021 and the Government will decide on the form of its extension when
economic conditions are clearer, guided by what the economy requires at that time to support
the expected economic recovery.
In November, the Government also agreed a revised €80 million funding package specifically for Irish aviation in recognition of the very difficult circumstances facing the sector. My
Department is currently engaging with the European Commission regarding formal approval of
this package which will be implemented in line with EU State aid rules.
Any additional supports designed to facilitate growth of air traffic can only be progressed
at the appropriate time, taking account of the outlook for the easing of travel restrictions and
improving wider epidemiological conditions.
I will continue to monitor the financial impact of COVID-19 on the Irish aviation sector on
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an ongoing basis in consultation with relevant Government Ministers and all key stakeholders.
Coast Guard Service

10/02/2021WRJ03700

152. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport his plans to expand the Irish
Coast Guard station in Howth, County Dublin; if plans for the leasing of the land by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to his Department in order to facilitate this expansion
can be finalised without delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6982/21]
10/02/2021WRJ03800

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Howth Coast Guard Station is currently
on the OPW Building Maintenance Programme for a proposed extension to the rear of the station. This programme is managed by the OPW and my Department provides funding for these
projects.
10/02/2021WRJ03900

IRCG is currently awaiting both the transfer of the site on which the station is built and an
additional adjoining site from Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine before this project
can be progressed any further. This issue is currently being dealt with by the Chief State Solicitors Office.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRJ04000

153. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport if he has given consideration to
a declaration signed by several Ministers for Transport in the EU calling for certain measures
to be taken to insure social responsibility in the aviation sector (details supplied); if he will sign
this declaration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6991/21]
10/02/2021WRJ04100

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): There is a wide range of Irish and EU law
governing employment rights generally, which also apply to employees in the aviation sector in
Ireland. The regulation of employment and social protection in the Aviation sector in Ireland is
in line with all EU regulations and Irish employment law.
10/02/2021WRJ04200

The European Commission, in consultation with Member States, regularly monitors the impact of the aviation internal market on employment and working conditions. Ireland recognises
the importance of this work and fully supports it as an important element of the EU internal
aviation market.
Ireland is represented on the Commission’s Working Group tasked with reviewing employment conditions in the aviation sector. The Subgroup on social matters related to aircrews (of
the Expert Group on the Aviation Internal Market) was created as a key deliverable of the Social
report on aviation COM(2019) 120 final. Its aim is to bring together experts both from the aviation side and the employment side of the national administrations to ensure cooperation and coordination on the implementation of EU legislation in relation to aircrews, to share information,
and to exchange views on good practices and on how labour law rules may be better enforced
in relation to aircrews in order to ensure fair working conditions and a level playing field. Two
priority topics were identified by this sub-group for initial attention: self-employment and enforcement of applicable law relating to aircrew and work is ongoing.
Given the extensive laws in place in relation to employment and protection of workers, any
change should be clearly evidence based and ensure appropriate consideration of issues such
as enterprise development, innovation and expanded employment opportunities. Ireland has
consistently argued that matters related to employment rights should continue to be developed
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on an economy wide basis and not on a sector specific basis.
I will continue to engage with all stakeholders and relevant departments in relation to these
matters, including the issues raised by some Member States in their joint statement on 9 December. It is a matter for the Commission in the first instance to determine, in the light of the
ongoing work, whether it is appropriate to bring forward a proposal for legislation.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRJ04300

154. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport the requirements regarding
PPE for driving instructors when providing driver lessons, in particular face masks and hand
sanitisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6994/21]
10/02/2021WRJ04400

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): With regard to the wearing of PPE and
the making of appropriate safety arrangements, I would like to clarify to the Deputy that driving
instructors and driving schools are entirely independent operators and neither the Road Safety
Authority nor my Department can dictate how they run their individual businesses. It is up to
each driving instructor or driving school to protect themselves, their employees, their families
and their customers by adhering to the official Government guidelines on mask wearing and
hygiene and, where applicable, guidance from the Labour Employer Economic Forum and the
Health and Safety Authority.
10/02/2021WRJ04500

Driver Test

10/02/2021WRJ04600

155. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the reason a person (details
supplied) cannot get a driver test given that they are an essential worker. [7009/21]
10/02/2021WRJ04700

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): While this is an operational matter for
the RSA, under current level 5 restrictions , driver tests are only being scheduled for essential
workers involved in the provision of essential services and retail outlets. Anyone looking for
an urgent driving test appointment and falls into either of these categories can apply to book a
driving test at www.myroadsafety.ie If there is no available slot and they have made an application, they can ask to be prioritised by accessing https://www.rsa.ie/en/RSA/Learner-Drivers/
The-Driving-Test/Request-an-urgent-driving-test/ and providing the relevant details.
10/02/2021WRJ04800

While there is some capacity for urgent test slots, it must be understood that the Road Safety
Authority (RSA)’s capacity to make these available in all cases will be limited.
Shannon Airport Facilities

10/02/2021WRJ04900

156. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary
Question No. 153 of 3 February 2021, if his Department was informed of the number of US
military personnel on board the aircraft (details supplied); if so, the details of same; if services
such as cleaning or the supply of food and refreshments were made to this aircraft while it was
at Shannon Airport; if so, the persons or group that carried out the services; if they were they
required to board the plane; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7020/21]
10/02/2021WRJ05000

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department has no statutory function
with regard to the transit of foreign military personnel through Irish sovereign territory or Irish
airports, and my officials do not request information on the number of passenger on such flights.
10/02/2021WRJ05100
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Air operators may detail the number of passengers proposed to be carried while applying
for an exemption pursuant to Article 5 of the Air Navigation (Carriage of Munitions of War,
Weapons and Dangerous Goods) Orders, 1973 and 1989. However, this number is neither recorded, or considered a definitive figure, as it can change closer to the commencement date of
the flight concerned.
In this instance, my Department confirmed that 238 troops were detailed on the applicable
application form, and Shannon Group plc. confirmed that 226 passengers were onboard for this
particular flight.
The provision of ground handling services such as cleaning and catering would be an operational matter for the airport. I have forwarded these elements of your question to Shannon
Group plc. for direct reply.
If you do not receive a reply from the Company within ten working days, please advise my
Private Office.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRJ05200

157. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the number of learner
permit holders disqualified in court in 2018, 2019 and up to 31 October 2020; the agency responsible for informing the driver in writing of the disqualification and of the requirement to
surrender their permit to the RSA; the number of notification letters sent out by this agency each
year; the number of drivers who returned their permit to the RSA each year; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7037/21]
10/02/2021WRJ05300

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am passing the Deputy’s question to the
Road Safety Authority for direct reply. If a reply has not been received within 10 working days,
the Deputy should contact my office.
10/02/2021WRJ05400

Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRJ05500

158. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the number of full licence holders disqualified in court in 2018, 2019 and up to 31 October 2020; the agency responsible for informing these drivers in writing of the disqualification and of the requirement
to surrender their licence to the RSA; the number of notification letters sent out by this agency
each year; the number of drivers that returned their licence each year; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7038/21]
10/02/2021WRJ05600

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am passing the Deputy’s question to the
Road Safety Authority for direct reply. If a reply has not been received within 10 working days,
the Deputy should contact my office.
10/02/2021WRJ05700

Road Safety

10/02/2021WRJ05800

159. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the number and details
of action plans in the road safety strategy 2013-20 that were not completed by the end of 2020;
when he plans to publish the next road safety strategy 2021-30; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7039/21]
10/02/2021WRJ05900
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Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Four Actions, 88, 95, 105 and 107, the
details of which are below, have not yet been completed from the Road Safety Strategy 20132020. There are also 3 extra Actions that were added mid-term which have yet to be completed
(Actions 5, 11, and 21).
10/02/2021WRJ06000

The Road Safety Authority are working on the 2021 - 2030 Road Safety Strategy which
should be published in Quarter Two of this year.
Description of Actions not completed:
Action 88: Review Policy on licensing of road transport operators to assess if own account
operators should be included.
Current Position: Initial scoping did not identify this action as a priority, and furthermore
this is not required under EU law. The vast majority of EU Member States do not licence “Own
Account” operators (i.e. those carrying their own goods and not carrying goods for hire and
reward for others). It is important to note that own account operators are of course required to
comply with the EU drivers’ hours rules (i.e. for goods-carrying vehicles where the permissible
mass of the vehicle, including any trailer or semi-trailer, is greater than 3.5 tonnes, and drivers
are required to comply with the Driver CPC requirements etc)
Action 95: Legislate for the expansion of RSA Enforcement Officer statutory powers to allow for Driver CPC requirements to be enforced as part of roadside checks
The feasibility of legislating for the RSA requirements in this regard is to be further examined and if deemed necessary, legal advice sought in relation to such. In any event, primary
legislation would be necessary to implement this action.
Action 105: Make it compulsory for a breakdown emergency pack including a first aid kit, a
high visibility vest, a breakdown triangle and a torch to be carried in all vehicles by end 2014
There are no plans to make a submission to the Minister at this time.
Action 107: Legislate for subject to legal advice, and implement rehabilitation and driving
awareness courses as court-based sentencing options for specific offenders
Recommendations by the Road Safety Authority were submitted to DTTAS for consideration by the Minister
Mid Term Review Actions:
Action 5: Extend fixed charge notice system in respect of road transport offences
Work is ongoing on drafting legal provisions in this regard
Action 11: Expand funding to TII to cover anticipated costs for national road minor realignment schemes and pavement renewal of existing national road network in line with the targets
set out in the Government Road Safety Strategy 2013-2020
(not achievable - covered by Actions 53 and 61)
Action 21: Seek legal advice in relation to section 8 of the Road Safety Authority Act 2006
to establish if the RSA has the vires to access necessary information and statistics from other
statutory agencies relating to road safety
Amending the Road Safety Authority Act is on hold due to Covid, Brexit and the very full
legislative programme already in process.
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Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRK00200

160. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the procedure used by
the Road Safety Authority, RSA, to renew a learner permit when a learner driver has been disqualified and their permit expires before the disqualification period ends; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7040/21]
10/02/2021WRK00300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This
is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received
within 10 days.
10/02/2021WRK00400

10/02/2021WRK00500

Driver Licences

161. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the number of times the
Road Safety Authority, RSA, has renewed and issued a learner permit or driver licence to a
driver that was serving a disqualification as they were unaware of the disqualification; the number of times the RSA informed gardaí of such an error; and the number of permits and licences
issued in error that were later retrieved from the driver by gardaí. [7041/21]
10/02/2021WRK00600

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I am
passing the Deputy’s question to the Road Safety Authority for direct reply. If a reply has not
been received within 10 working days, the Deputy should contact my office.
10/02/2021WRK00700

10/02/2021WRK00800

Driver Licences

162. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport his plans to introduce
a new power for the Road safety Authority, RSA, to revoke a driver licence in cases in which
a licence holder no longer meets or never met the requirements for holding a licence; if so, if
this will include learner permits; the details of the plans; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7042/21]
10/02/2021WRK00900

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I
propose to provide for the power to revoke a driving licence in the current Road Traffic (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill. The provision will allow for the revocation of a driving licence on the
grounds that the application for the licence was made fraudulently, or that the eligibility criteria
for granting a licence can no longer be met by the holder of the licence.
10/02/2021WRK01000

At present, I do not have plans to provide for the revocation of learner permits.
Legislative Reviews

10/02/2021WRK01100

163. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Transport if he will address a request (details supplied) with regard to the registration of Euro 6 step C vehicles; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [7070/21]
10/02/2021WRK01200

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Under Regulation 3(b)(xi) of the Road Safety Authority Act (Conferral of Functions) Order (S.I.
10/02/2021WRK01300
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No. 477 of 2006), the decision to issue an extension to end-of-series derogations is the statutory
responsibility of the Road Safety Authority (RSA). I have therefore referred the question to the
RSA for direct reply. I would ask that the Deputy contact my office if a response has not been
received within ten days.
I am however advised that an extension to existing end-of-series derogations for M2 and
M3 category vehicles has been granted up to 31 August 2021 and that this matter is being kept
under review in light of the continuing impact of Covid-19.
Bus Éireann

10/02/2021WRK01400

164. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Transport the reason new buses being
supplied or contracted to Bus Éireann no longer have the capacity to accept bicycles in their
storage space; his views on whether this limits the opportunity for cycle tourism and the use of
greenways; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7091/21]
10/02/2021WRK01500

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport but the National Transport
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including the provision of the PSO bus fleets.
10/02/2021WRK01600

I am unaware of the specific issues the Deputy refers to; however, noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for a direct reply with
regard to fleet provision for Bus Éireann. Please contact my private office if you do not receive
a reply within 10 days.
Local Authority Funding

10/02/2021WRK01700

165. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport if funding is available to
local authorities to conduct universal design walkability audits, particularly in reference to participant recruitment. [7131/21]
10/02/2021WRK01800

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport
Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including active travel infrastructure.
10/02/2021WRK01900

Details of individual projects, including the funding available, are matters for the NTA and
the relevant local authorities, accordingly I have referred your question to the NTA for a more
detailed reply. Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.
Transport Infrastructure Ireland

10/02/2021WRK02000

166. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport the employment status
of persons working for a company (details supplied) following the awarding of the contract
for the operation of the M50 toll system by the National Roads Authority and who previously
worked for another company; the redundancy arrangements in place; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7134/21]
10/02/2021WRK02100

10/02/2021WRK02200

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon84
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sibility for overall policy and funding in relation to the national roads programme. Under the
Roads Acts 1993-2015, the operation and management of individual national roads is a matter
for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.
This includes responsibility for the procurement process associated with the national roads
programme. In that regard, TII, as a statutory body, operates under the Public Procurement
Guidelines which are set at national level.
Noting the above position, I have referred the question to TII for a direct reply. Please advise
my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRK02300

167. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7205/21]
10/02/2021WRK02400

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Irish
driver licensing law operates within a framework of EU law. It is important to remember that
driver licensing law exists to ensure that people licensed to drive on our roads meet high standards of safety. The standards for testing drivers are set at EU level. If you are resident in Ireland you must have a EU licence. The Deputy will be aware of this from his previous position
in Government with responsibility for Diaspora matters.
10/02/2021WRK02500

Ireland does not have a driving licence exchange agreement with the United States of America, therefore a USA licence can not be exchanged for an Irish licence. Indeed, as the licensing
authorities in the USA are generally the States (as with Canada), any exchange agreement could
only be reached with individual States. However due to the mutual recognition for exchange
purposes among States, any State’s licence must be assessed by the standards of all the States.
Bilateral agreements on licence exchange are reached only when the relevant authorities in
each jurisdiction have studied and compared the two licensing regimes, so that each side can be
satisfied that they are compatible.
As Ireland does not have an exchange agreement with the USA, there is no recognised
standard of testing which people have met. In that regard, it is worth noting that the road safety
record of US States are generally not comparable with those of EU Member States.
Individuals with licences issued by States in the USA are required to go through the national
driver learning process in order to obtain an Irish driving licence. In recognition of holders of a
full but non-exchange licence, such applicants can avail of the shorter Essential Driver Training
of 6 lessons instead of the usual 12, and will not have to wait the usual minimum of 6 months
before taking a driving test.
There is a distinction between motorists visiting Ireland and those living in Ireland. For nonresidents, currently under the Convention on Road Traffic 1949 (Geneva Convention), drivers
from Contracting States carrying a valid driver’s licence can drive on each other’s roads for up
to a year.
I acknowledge, due to suspension of the driver testing services in the first 2020 lockdown,
along with the health protocols since resumption of service and the further curtailing of services
during subsequent level 5 restrictions, a significant backlog has developed.
The need to once again return to level 5 restrictions for reasons of public health will inevi85
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tably impact further on delays to driver testing. During the level 5 period, driving tests will be
available only to those who are involved in essential services, including essential retail work.
The Road Safety Authority is examining ways of increasing the number of tests within
health constraints with an eye to resuming wider testing after level 5. This includes increasing
the number of testing staff to help reduce and, over time, eliminate the backlog. Sanction has
recently been provided to hire 40 additional temporary driver testers, along with 36 approved
for retention or rehire in 2020.
Land Development Agency

10/02/2021WRK02600

168. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the discussions he has had
with the Land Development Agency with regard to the Coonagh-Knockalisheen Road and
Moyross, County Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7208/21]
10/02/2021WRK02700

169. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the basis for the decision not
to construct the entire Coonagh-Knockalisheen Road, as outlined in the 2013 Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan and in the 2007 Fitzgerald report; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7209/21]
10/02/2021WRK02800

170. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the public consultation, meetings and engagements that have taken place with regard to the revised plans for the CoonaghKnockalisheen Road; the details of the revised plans; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7210/21]
10/02/2021WRK02900

171. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the timeframe for construction for the revised plans for the Coonagh-Knockalisheen Road; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7211/21]
10/02/2021WRK03000

172. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the consultation he or his Department has had with the Industrial Development Authority, IDA, with regard to the CoonaghKnockalisheen Road; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7212/21]
10/02/2021WRK03100

173. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the status of and his views
with regard to phases 1 and 2 of the Limerick northern distributor road; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7213/21]
10/02/2021WRK03200

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 to
173, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRK03300

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility
of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act
1993. State grants, where applicable, are intended to supplement the funding allocated to the
maintenance and improvement of roads by local authorities from their own resources.
The National Development Plan (NDP) does provide for the gradual build-up in funding for
the road network but funding is not yet at the level needed for the adequate maintenance and
renewal of regional and local roads. For this reason the primary focus for capital investment
continues to be the maintenance and renewal of the network with some limited investment in
road improvement schemes. In this context a number of regional and local road improvement
projects were identified for development, subject to necessary approvals, in the NDP and the
construction of a Coonagh to Knockalisheen Distributor Road (CKDR) is one of those schemes.
Even though the CKDR was submitted and approved by An Bord Pleanála as a stand alone
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scheme, I am aware that the scheme is sometimes referred to locally as Phase 1 of the Limerick
Northern Distributor Road.
Under the Public Spending Code, capital projects are subject to review and approval at a
number of stages. As required under the Code, Limerick City and County Council submitted
a recommendation regarding the award of a contract for the construction of the main CKDR
scheme. Following careful consideration of this project, and close engagement with the Moyross community and Limerick City and County Council, the full completion of the Coonagh –
Knockalisheen Road has now been approved. This road scheme will take account of the overall
development needs of Limerick, and will be complemented by sustainable transport features
such as improved pedestrian / cycle accessibility for Moyross, improved Active Travel measures linking LIT, Mary Immaculate College, UL, and City Centre and the designation of one
lane of the Dual Carriageway in each direction as a bus lane.
As regards the Limerick Northern Distributor Road, under the NDP there is no Exchequer
regional and local road grant funding in place to progress the scheme through the planning process to construction stage.
Trans European Transport Network Programme

10/02/2021WRK03900

174. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport the status of progress of the
County Donegal Trans-European Transport Network, TEN-T, project; when persons can be informed as to when the project will commence; the way in which persons can receive the clarity
of information in the absence of face-to-face meetings from the national roads and design office; if they will be open to public platforms to have a questions and answers session regarding
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7279/21]
10/02/2021WRK04000

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have responsibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. This is also
subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals. In this
context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project and the form of a public
consultation.
10/02/2021WRK04100

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
Question No. 175 answered with Question No. 151.
Road Projects

10/02/2021WRK04300

176. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the status of funding for
works to the Blackglen Road, Sandyford, Dublin 18; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7285/21]
10/02/2021WRK04400

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport
Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), including cycling infrastructure.
10/02/2021WRK04500
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Details of individual projects are matters for the NTA and the relevant local authorities, accordingly I have referred your question to the NTA for a more detailed reply. Please contact my
private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.
Road Safety

10/02/2021WRK04600

177. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Transport the status of a proposed reduction to the speed limit on the N60 as it passes through Breaffy Village, County Mayo; the reason
for the delay given it has been ongoing for more than five years; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7286/21]
10/02/2021WRK04700

178. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Transport if Transport Infrastructure Ireland, TII, has received a report (detail supplied); if so, when it expects to have reviewed the
report; if a copy can be made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7287/21]
10/02/2021WRK04800

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 177 and
178 together.
10/02/2021WRK04900

As Minister for Transport I have responsibility for overall policy and securing exchequer
funding in relation to the National Roads Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in
line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the operation and management of individual
national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the
local authorities concerned. In this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of a
proposed speed limit reduction on the N60.
Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRL00200

179. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport if the driver licence of a person (details supplied) has been extended and is valid. [7298/21]
10/02/2021WRL00300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This
is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received
within 10 days.
10/02/2021WRL00400

Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRL00500

180. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport his plans to
reinstate driver lessons under current restrictions for more than just essential workers or those
with an appointment for a test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7299/21]
10/02/2021WRL00600

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton):
During the current level 5 restrictions, Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) may only conduct
lessons in circumstances where the learner in question has already been scheduled a test date.
10/02/2021WRL00700

My Department is very aware of the difficulty this poses to learners who are unable to avail
of instruction because they have not yet completed the 12 lessons required to book a test. As
88

10 February 2021

only limited services are being provided at present in order to minimise the spread of Covid,
it was decided that driving instruction may continue as an essential service, but in extremely
limited circumstances.
While I very much regret the inconvenience and frustration that this might cause to both
learners and instructors, I am sure the Deputy will agree that public safety must take priority
here.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRL00800

181. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Transport if he will examine the case of
a person (details supplied). [7305/21]
10/02/2021WRL00900

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This
is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received
within 10 days.
10/02/2021WRL01000

Question No. 182 answered with Question No. 151.
Road Safety

10/02/2021WRL01200

183. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport if his Department evaluated the safety of mobile phone applications that track human activity, such as an application
(details supplied) which encourages speed and races, often on public roads; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7373/21]
10/02/2021WRL01300

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Responsibility for the enforcement of road traffic legislation does not fall under the remit of my
Department and, accordingly, an evaluation of the technology described in the Deputy’s email
has not taken place. An Garda Síochána may have information specifically pertaining to illegal
racing on public roads using mobile phone applications.
10/02/2021WRL01400

Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRL01500

184. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport his plans to include in the
exchange of all category D1 and D1E UK driver licences to Irish driver licences those with
code 1 and code 101; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7401/21]
10/02/2021WRL01600

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): UK
licence categories with a code 1 or 101 are not accepted when exchanging a UK driving licence
for an Irish one, as per the Memorandum of Understanding on the exchange of driving licences
agreed between Ireland and the UK.
10/02/2021WRL01700

Some UK categories known as ‘National Categories’ [similar to our W Tractor] only apply
in the UK and they are not exchangeable. Other categories may be given with restrictions identified by codes. These categories with national codes are valid only for driving in the territory
of the issuing authority. For example, in the UK if you passed your test for category B (car)
before 1 January 1997, your licence would show entitlement D1 and D1E (bus) categories with
a restriction code of 101. The D1 and D1E categories with a restriction code 101 only allows
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the driver to drive a vehicle not for hire or reward. We do not have the corresponding category
and so cannot exchange it.
Driver Licences

10/02/2021WRL01800

185. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been
drawn to the difficulties faced by drivers in possession of Canadian driver licences in exchanging them for Irish driver licences; the Canadian provinces with which Ireland has a reciprocal
arrangement; the action being taken to extend reciprocal arrangements with the remaining Canadian provinces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7424/21]
10/02/2021WRL01900

Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Ireland has entered into driving licence exchange agreements with 6 of the Canadian provinces to
date. These provinces are Ontario, Manitoba, Newfoundland and Labrador, British Columbia,
Saskatchewan and Alberta.
10/02/2021WRL02000

Exchange agreements can be made only when the relevant authorities in each jurisdiction
have studied and compared the two licensing regimes, so that each side can be satisfied that they
are compatible. On the Irish side, this task is undertaken by the Road Safety Authority (RSA).
Canadian licences are issued by the government of the province or territory in which the
driver is residing. Thus, specific regulations relating to driver’s licences vary province to province, thoughoverall they are quite similar.
The RSA will continue to work on agreements with the remaining Canadian provinces.
Insurance Industry

10/02/2021WRL02100

186. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance if he will make contact with
the insurance industry to reduce annual premium renewals for sports clubs that are being hit
by large premiums (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6330/21]
10/02/2021WRL02200

188. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance if his Department will request the insurance sector to reduce insurance premiums for sports clubs in 2021; if the insurance industry will be requested to base premiums on true risks, that is, the reduced risk associated with the drop in usage and footfall due to Covid-19 restrictions; if the insurance sector
will be further requested to be lenient in relation to payments for sports clubs, given his request
for banks and lending institutions to show forbearance to businesses and clients with loan and
mortgage repayments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6331/21]
10/02/2021WRL02300

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 186
and 188 together.
10/02/2021WRL02400

At the outset, while I have an appreciation of the specific issue the Deputy raises, neither I,
nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can direct the pricing of insurance products, as this is a commercial matter. In addition, we cannot compel any insurer operating in the Irish market to provide cover to specific individuals or groups, nor can we require them to obtain prior approval of
the pricing or terms and conditions of insurance products. This position is reinforced by the EU
Single Market framework for insurance (the Solvency II Directive) which expressly prohibits
Member States from doing so.
Nonetheless, I can assure you that insurance reform is a priority for this Government, with
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a view to improving the insurance environment, including for sports and community based
groups. In this regard, the recently-launched Action Plan for Insurance Reform contains a range
of deliverables, including:
- increasing market transparency through the National Claims Information Database (NCID),
including for employer and public liability insurance;
- reviewing the duty of care legislation;
- providing for the Judicial Council’s accelerated adoption by 31 July 2021 of new personal
injuries guidelines to replace the Book of Quantum;
- consideration by the Department of Justice of the Law Reform Commission’s recent Report on Capping Damages in Personal Injuries Actions;
- looking at how to further enhance the role of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board; and,
- making proposals on increasing competition in the Irish insurance market.
Recognising that many sports and community-based groups need to see the impact of these
reforms as soon as possible, the Action Plan contains 66 actions, 95% of which are due to be
completed by the end of 2021. The focus is clearly on completing these actions in the short to
medium term. As such, I am hopeful that key reforms around personal injury awards may start
to have an impact during this year on the pricing and availability of insurance.
Regarding the Deputy’s query relating to forbearance with respect to sports clubs, I would
note that Insurance Ireland last month (27 January) announced a continuance of such measures
on behalf of a number of its members. Both Minister of State Fleming and I will continue to
raise the issue through engagement with insurers in the coming weeks.
In conclusion, seeking to secure a more sustainable and competitive market through deepening and widening the supply of insurance in Ireland remains a key policy priority for this
Government. In this regard, it is my intention, along with Minister of State Fleming, to work
with our Government colleagues to ensure that implementation of the Action Plan can have a
positive impact on the affordability and availability of insurance for individuals, businesses,
community and voluntary groups across Ireland.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRL02500

187. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the terms of the
Covid restrictions support scheme to include businesses that do not have a fixed premises; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6809/21]
10/02/2021WRL02600

190. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance his plans to extend the eligibility criteria for the Covid restrictions support scheme to cover service businesses which operate from home offices and not just those which operate from a commercial premises; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6415/21]
10/02/2021WRL02700

191. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if a wedding industry fund similar to the Scottish model will be rolled out here. [6492/21]
10/02/2021WRL02800

196. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Finance the reason a company (details
supplied) was refused supports from the Covid restrictions support scheme; if the decision not
to allow such a business to apply for the scheme will be reconsidered; and if he will make a
10/02/2021WRL02900
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statement on the matter. [6535/21]
199. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Finance if he will amend the qualifying criteria for the Covid restrictions support scheme to ensure that all licensed and bonded
travel agents and counsellors, including self-employed travel counsellors, will qualify for the
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6578/21]
10/02/2021WRL03000

200. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance if he will amend the
Covid restrictions support scheme to ensure that inshore fishers and others in the fishing industry can avail of this vital financial support. [6587/21]
10/02/2021WRL03100

205. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Finance the reason for excluding boat tour operators from the Covid restrictions support scheme on the basis of not having a
business premises; if his attention has been drawn to the negative impact the matter is having
on the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6638/21]
10/02/2021WRL03200

211. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been
drawn to the situation of 80 self-employed travel agents who have continued to provide services
to clients but that generally fall outside current Covid-19-related financial support schemes and
whose income has been significantly impacted by the pandemic (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6792/21]
10/02/2021WRL03300

212. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been
drawn to the situation of those in the wedding industry, many of whom fall outside current
Covid-19-related financial support schemes, and all of whose income has been significantly
impacted by the pandemic (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6798/21]
10/02/2021WRL03400

213. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the terms of
the Covid restrictions support scheme to include bottling businesses and other businesses that
operate under licence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6808/21]
10/02/2021WRL03500

215. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been
drawn to the situation of those supplying the events and trade show industry that fall outside
Covid-19-related business support schemes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6915/21]
10/02/2021WRL03600

218. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn
to the fact that many tourist bus operators are not qualifying for grants or supports through the
Covid restrictions support scheme due to issues with Fáilte Ireland criteria, such as having a
walk-in premises on a main street, and that this is resulting in smaller tourist bus operators being excluded from funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6940/21]
10/02/2021WRL03700

219. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Finance if he will work with Fáilte Ireland
to save smaller tourist bus operators and bus operators that are not members of a representative
body (details supplied) to address issues with the funding criteria through the Covid restrictions
support scheme, in view of the fact that there are hundreds of bus operators left out of funding.
[6941/21]
10/02/2021WRL03800

224. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance if he will address the matters
raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) in relation to their business difficulties;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7071/21]
10/02/2021WRL03900

225. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to expand the Covid
restrictions support scheme funding to allow coach tour operators to avail of much needed fi10/02/2021WRL04000
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nancial supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7077/21]
226. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Finance if he will review and expand the eligibility criteria for the Covid restriction support scheme to businesses that do not
operate from fixed premises (details supplied), but have faced enormous revenue loss due to
restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7090/21]
10/02/2021WRL04100

227. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the reason the Covid restrictions support scheme is not available to a business (details supplied) in County Kerry whose
income has been decimated; if the application will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7105/21]
10/02/2021WRL04200

229. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if consideration will
be given to targeting financial supports for the wedding industry (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7169/21]
10/02/2021WRL04300

233. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the reason some self-employed travel agents are being refused support under the Covid restrictions support scheme for
not having a walk-in service, even though other travel businesses that do not operate walk-in
services are availing of the scheme; if he will extend the scheme to include non-client facing
travel agents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7343/21]
10/02/2021WRL04400

235. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance his plans to include mobile home parks, many of which have fronting entrances and reception areas and common areas
for showering and laundering that can be defined as fixed premises with a public interface in the
Covid restriction support scheme. [7390/21]
10/02/2021WRL04500

236. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his plans to introduce schemes
and funding for businesses affected by Covid-19, including an application to the EU to waive
state aid rules; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7403/21]
10/02/2021WRL04600

238. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to
the fact that the outdoor activities sector is excluded from the Covid restrictions support scheme
due to the fact that most of its business activity is not being delivered at a fixed business premises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7456/21]
10/02/2021WRL04700

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 187,
190, 191, 196, 199, 200, 205, 211 to 213, inclusive, 215, 218, 219, 224 to 227, inclusive, 229,
233, 235, 236 and 238 together.
10/02/2021WRL04800

The CRSS is a targeted support for businesses significantly impacted by restrictions introduced by the Government under public health regulations to combat the effects of the Covid-19
pandemic. The support is available to companies, self-employed individuals and partnerships
who carry on a trade or trading activities, the profits from which are chargeable to tax under
Case I of Schedule D, from a business premises located in a region subject to restrictions introduced in line with the Living with Covid-19 Plan.
Details of CRSS are set out in Finance Act 2020 and detailed operational guidelines, which
are based on the terms and conditions of the scheme as set out in the legislation, have been
published on the Revenue website at:
pdf

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/budget-information/2021/crss-guidelines.
To qualify under the scheme a business must, under specific terms of the Covid restrictions,
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be required to either prohibit or significantly restrict, customers from accessing their business
premises to acquire goods or services, with the result that the business either has to temporarily close or to operate at a significantly reduced level. For the purposes of CRSS, a qualifying
“business premises” is a building or other similar fixed physical structure in which a business
activity is ordinarily carried on.
A self-employed travel agent providing services from a home office, which is not customerfacing, will not meet the eligibility criteria.
Where a business does not ordinarily operate from a fixed business premises, such as a
mobile homes site, events company, fishing industry, wedding business or outdoor activity business, that business will not meet the eligibility criteria for CRSS.
Similarly a coach, bus or minibus operator whose business is ordinarily operated from mobile vehicles, that business will not meet the eligibility criteria. A fund of €10 million (Coach
Tourism Business Continuity Scheme) was put in place by the Minister for Tourism, Culture,
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media to support the coach tourism sector.
In addition, Deputies will be aware of the Tourism Business Continuity scheme, a €55m
strategic funding scheme announced as part of Budget 2021 to support tourism businesses
which was launched last week. I understand that boat tour companies and also caravan and
camping and other outdoor accommodation providers that are registered with Fáilte Ireland
are eligible for phase 1 of this scheme. Further details of the scheme are available on the Fáilte
Ireland website at https://www.failteireland.ie/Identify-Available-Funding/Tourism-BusinessContinuity-Scheme.aspx.
It is not sufficient that the trade of a business has been impacted because of a reduction in
customer demand as a consequence of Covid-19. The scheme only applies where, as a direct
result of the specific terms of the Government restrictions, the business is required to either
prohibit or significantly restrict access to its business premises.
Where a business supplies goods or services to businesses in the hospitality industry which,
under the specific terms of the Covid restrictions, are required to prohibit or significantly restrict customers from accessing their business premises (for example a bottling business supplying hotels and restaurants), it will not result in the supplier business being eligible to make a
claim under CRSS. Each business must meet the qualification criteria in their own right.
I have no plans to change the eligibility criteria for the CRSS or to introduce sectoral supports. The CRSS is just one of the Government’s supports to assist businesses impacted by COVID-19. Businesses who are not eligible for CRSS may be entitled to alternative supports put
in place by the Government, including the COVID Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP),
the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) and the Tourism Business Continuity Scheme.
Businesses may also be eligible under the Debt Warehousing Scheme to ‘park’ certain VAT and
PAYE (Employer) liabilities, excess payments received under the Temporary Wage Subsidy
Scheme (TWSS), outstanding balances of self-assessed Income Tax for 2019 and Preliminary
Tax for 2020.
I will continue to work with Ministerial colleagues to ensure that appropriate supports are in
place to mitigate the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the economy.
Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 186.
Credit Register

10/02/2021WRL05000
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189. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter
regarding the central credit register controlled by the Central Bank (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6376/21]
10/02/2021WRL05100

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Credit Register is established by the Central Bank under the Credit Reporting Act 2013 (the “Act”). The Act obliges
lenders to submit specified personal and credit information in respect of credit applications and
credit agreements to the Central Credit Register. There is no obligation on lenders to provide
any underlying documentation, such as credit application documentation, credit approvals or
any other correspondence or documentation between a lender and a borrower in relation to
credit applications or agreements. The provision of underlying documents and the accumulation of such documentation for all loans is not necessary to operate the Central Credit Register.
Furthermore, the Central Bank has advised that if collected, it would constitute a disproportionate processing of data.
10/02/2021WRL05200

Under the Act and general data protection law lenders (credit information providers) are
obliged to ensure that the information they submit to the Central Credit Register is accurate,
complete and up to date. The Act, and general data protection law, also provides that a borrower (credit information/data subject), has a right to request the amendment of information
that they believe to be inaccurate, incomplete or not up to date. The Central Credit Register has
established processes at https://www.centralcreditregister.ie/borrower-area/submit-a-request/
through which borrowers can process amendment requests. Borrowers are encouraged to provide as much relevant supporting documentation as possible in the course of this request which
is provided to the lender in question, with a request that they review their submissions to the
Central Credit Register to ensure that the information being reported is correct. If a request to
amend is unsuccessful a borrower may raise the matter with the Financial Services Ombudsman
as a formal complaint.
Finally, data subjects (borrowers) may also request copies of their documents from a data
controller (lenders), and may also raise the matter with the Data Protection Commission.
Questions Nos. 190 and 191 answered with Question No. 187.
Help-To-Buy Scheme

10/02/2021WRL05500

192. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance his plans to expand the help-to-buy
scheme to include help with the purchase of second-hand homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6499/21]
10/02/2021WRL05600

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy incentive (HTB) is a
scheme to assist first-time purchasers with the deposit they need to buy or build a new house
or apartment. The incentive gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax
(DIRT) paid in the State over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legislation. The incentive is scheduled to operate until the end of 2021.
10/02/2021WRL05700

HTB is designed to stimulate the supply of new houses in the housing market and to assist
first time buyers in accumulating a deposit for a new home. In order to further help meet these
goals, I announced an enhancement to the existing scheme with effect from 23 July last for the
remainder of 2020 as part of the July Stimulus Package. The legislation to give effect to this is
set out in the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No.2) Act 2020. The Finance Act 2020 further
extended the period of application of the enhanced levels of support until 31 December 2021.
An increase in the supply of new housing remains a priority aim of Government policy. The
95

Questions - Written Answers

HTB scheme is specifically designed to encourage an increase in demand for affordable new
build homes in order to encourage the construction of an additional supply of such properties.
A move to include second-hand properties within the scope of the relief would not improve
the effectiveness of the relief; on the contrary it could serve to dilute the incentive effect of the
measure in terms of encouraging additional supply.
I have no plans to extend HTB to second-hand properties.
Tax Data

10/02/2021WRL05800

193. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance the projected amount of outstanding tax owed by PAYE workers as a result of the operations of the temporary wage subsidy
scheme and employment wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6505/21]
10/02/2021WRL05900

194. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider a write-off of tax
liability accruing to workers as a result of the operation of income and wage supports during the
Covid-19 crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6506/21]
10/02/2021WRL06000

204. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to
assist persons facing income tax demands as a result of the pandemic unemployment payment
and wage subsidies; his plans to reduce or write off such tax liabilities; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6637/21]
10/02/2021WRL06100

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 193,
194 and 204 together.
10/02/2021WRL06200

The position on the tax treatment of payments received under the various income support
schemes has been clearly communicated effectively since they were introduced in 2020 in response to the covid-19 pandemic. Payments made under the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme
(TWSS) and Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) are income supports and share the characteristics of income. They are therefore liable to income tax as is the general position that applies to social welfare payments.
Similar to other income earners whose pay was not subsidised by the State, including those
on comparable wages, TWSS payments were also subject to USC.
It is noted, however, that a zero rate of PRSI applied for the purposes of employee PRSI
contributions under the TWSS while the PUP is exempt of PRSI, as is also the case for regular
social welfare payments.
An additional exemption being made to such payments would raise questions around equity
and it is therefore appropriate that payments made under the TWSS and PUP are subject to tax.
Tax was not collected in real-time through the PAYE system while the schemes were in operation. Instead, liability to tax has now been calculated by Revenue through the regular end of
year review process. This decision was taken in order to maximise the amount of financial support that was provided to recipients at a time when it was considered that they needed such support most, when the TWSS was first announced and expected to only be in place for 12 weeks.
When the TWSS was extended for a further 10 weeks until the end of August 2020, Revenue took steps to minimise the amount of income tax and USC due, if any, on TWSS payments
at the end of the year. This was done by placing all recipients of the TWSS or PUP on the ‘week
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1 basis’ of taxation for the remainder of the year so as to “preserve” unused tax credits that can
then be used to offset any income tax or USC liabilities that arise at year end.
The Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) replaced the TWSS from 1 September
2020 and re-established the normal requirement to operate PAYE on all employee salaries,
providing for the regular deduction and remittance of income tax, USC and employee PRSI.
In terms of the total outstanding from the 2020 tax year, the final calculation of the end of
year liability for each person is dependent on their personal circumstances. However, based
on data that Revenue released in January, almost half of those in receipt of the PUP or TWSS
have no outstanding liability to discharge, and in in fact over a third are due a refund worth an
estimated total of around €151 million.
In the case of the remaining taxpayer units with an outstanding liability, the data indicate
that the total amount outstanding from those in receipt of either the TWSS or PUP (or both) is
around €335 million. It is noted that amounts to be collected are modest in scale, with 44% owing less than €500 and 72% having a liability of less than €1,000. If paid over the 4 year period
beginning in 2022, the majority of those cases will owe less than €5 per week, with nearly half
paying less than €2.50 per week. These figures represent a preliminary liability and may be
further reduced by additional tax credits or reliefs such as health expenses.
This information was published and is available to view on Revenue’s website:
https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/registrations/paye-preliminaryeoy-statements.pdf
In terms of the steps being taken to assist persons with an outstanding liability, I note that
Revenue has also given assurances that if any income tax and USC liabilities remain following
the allocation of unused credits, it will work with taxpayers to collect the outstanding liabilities
and a number of flexible arrangements may be entered into, including the collection without
interest over an extended period of time for 4 years beginning in 2022. It is also understood that
Revenue are facilitating employers who wish to pay the tax liabilities of their employees where
income tax and USC liabilities arise from the schemes.
Revenue made a Preliminary End of Year Statement available to all employees from 15
January 2021, including those who were in receipt of the TWSS. The Preliminary End of Year
Statement includes information relating to an employee’s income received, including pensions
and income from the Department of Social Protection, as well as their tax credit entitlements.
For the tax year 2020, the Statement also includes information on the amounts of TWSS payments, if any, received by each employee. In addition, the Statement provides employees with
a preliminary calculation of the income tax and USC position for 2020 and indicates whether
their tax position is balanced, underpaid or overpaid for the year.
Upon viewing the Preliminary End of Year Statement through myAccount, which is Revenue’s secure online facility for individual taxpayer services, employees have an opportunity
to complete their income tax return for 2020, declaring any additional income and claiming
any additional tax credits due, for example qualifying health expenses, to arrive at their final
liability for 2020.
When a liability is finalised, individuals may opt to fully or partially pay any income tax and
USC liability through the Payments/Repayments facility in myAccount. Where individuals do
not opt to fully or partially pay, Revenue will collect the liability by reducing their tax credits
over 4 years, interest free. The reduction of tax credits will start in January 2022.
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State Pensions

10/02/2021WRL06400

195. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Finance if he will clarify the situation
regarding the restricted entitlement for pensioners to drawdown funding from private pension
investments which appear to discriminate against persons that have a reduced rate of State pension relative to those that are in receipt of the full State pension (contributory); the reason the
State, through its financial regulations, would make it more difficult on persons in receipt of
a smaller income to withdraw funds from their own private pension investments than it is for
those that have larger pensions and perhaps other income; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6513/21]
10/02/2021WRL06500

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am assuming that the Deputy is referring for the requirement for certain holders of Approved Retirement Funds (ARFs) to retain a
portion of their pension savings in an Approved Minimum Retirement Fund (AMRF).
10/02/2021WRL06600

I am advised by Revenue that Part 30 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (TCA) provides
that an individual in a defined contribution pension savings arrangement has the option of putting the funds accumulated under the arrangement into an ARF on retirement, subject to conditions.
If, at the time of exercising an option, such an individual is under the age of 75 and does
not meet the requirement in section 784C(4) TCA of having a minimum guaranteed pension income for life of €12,700 per annum, including a pension payable under the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, then s/he is required under that section to set aside an amount of €63,500
(or the remainder of the pension fund if less than €63,500 after taking a retirement lump sum)
by investing the amount in an AMRF or by the purchase of an annuity.
An AMRF automatically becomes an ARF when the owner either meets the guaranteed pension income requirement or attains the age of 75 years, and the amount of funds in the AMRF
at that time can be drawn down at the owner’s discretion under ARF rules.
The primary purpose of the minimum guaranteed pension income condition applying to the
ARF option is to ensure that, where this condition is not met, there is a capital nest egg available
to the individual in older age. This condition has been in place since the inception of ARFs in
1999. At that time, the minimum income requirement was set at IR£10,000 which, on the introduction of the Euro in 2002, converted to its Euro equivalent of €12,700. This was significantly
higher than the maximum rate of the contributory State pension payable in 1999 (IR£4,628,
equivalent to €5,876) so there was no intended link between the State pension and the minimum
guaranteed income limit.
However, the contributory State pension has more than doubled since 1999 while the minimum guaranteed pension test for ARF purposes remains at €12,700. As the Deputy indicates,
the State Pension (Contributory) now exceeds €12,700 for individuals who have 48 or more
annual contributions on average, which means such individuals do not have to put a portion of
their pension savings into an AMRF. Also, the Revenue Pensions Manual states that Revenue
will allow individuals who receive from the Department of Social Protection a Christmas bonus
payment, a fuel allowance payment, household benefit package and/or telephone support allowance to take these payments into account for the purpose of the specified income requirement
in section 784C TCA.
The Report of the Interdepartmental Pensions Reform and Taxation Group (IDPRTG) was
recently published. The IDPRTG Report recommends a range of reforms to the ARF, including
abolishing the AMRF requirement. The conclusions in the report represent a building block for
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a significant piece of long-term structural reform in the area of supplementary pension provision. In relation to the overall IDPRTG Report an implementatoin plan is currently being considered by that Group.
Question No. 196 answered with Question No. 187.
Help-To-Buy Scheme

10/02/2021WRL06800

197. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who
availed of the help-to-buy scheme in Cork city and county in each of the years 2011 to 2020
and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6557/21]
10/02/2021WRL06900

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive was
introduced in 2017. The measure is scheduled to expire on 31 December 2021.
10/02/2021WRL07000

Revenue provide monthly and annual statistics on the scheme, which includes a geographical breakdown of claims (available at:
https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/index.aspx)
The table below summarises the latest data available for Cork since the inception of the
scheme until end 2020. A breakdown between county and city is not available. Figures for January 2021 are not yet available.
2017
502*

2018
531

2019
815

2020
826

* The 2017 figure includes retrospective claims made in 2017 in respect of the period 19
July 2016 to end 2016, as provided for in the relevant legislation.
Mortgage Lending

10/02/2021WRM00200

198. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has examined
the viability of proposals for existing loans in the banking system, particularly mortgage loans,
to be refinanced at lower rates using cheaper funding from the European Central Bank; if so, if
these proposals are viable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6561/21]
10/02/2021WRM00300

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is not clear what particular proposals
the Deputy is referring to in his question; however, if the Deputy provides further information
to identify the particular proposals the matter can be considered further.
10/02/2021WRM00400

In any event, the Deputy may wish to note that Irish banks substantially fund their mortgages and other loans by way of deposits raised from Irish households and firms, and that
eurosystem funding forms only a relatively small share of their overall liabilities. Therefore,
if a greater proportion of existing and new bank loans are to be funded by way of eurosystem
funding this would reduce the need and demand for deposits as a source of bank funding. In
terms of funding costs, while the eurosystem’s Targeted Longer-Term Refinancing Operations
(TLTRO) programme provides funding at favourable rates to incentivise eligible lending, mortgage lending is not a type of eligible lending for this purpose (and in any event TLTRO funding
is for a three year period which would not be an appropriate funding match for more long term
mortgage lending purposes). More generally, it can be noted that the main refinancing opera99
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tion has traditionally been the key ECB policy rate, and that this rate is currently set at 0%.
As against this, it can be noted that the level of interest rates on household overnight deposits,
which account for the largest share of household deposits, was only 0.03% in November 2020.
Questions Nos. 199 and 200 answered with Question No. 187.
Mortgage Lending

10/02/2021WRM00700

201. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on his engagement with the banks in relation to providing support to mortgage holders in receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment or the employment wage subsidy scheme who may be finding it
difficult to make repayments at present; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6594/21]
10/02/2021WRM00800

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I appreciate the stress and uncertainty
that many borrowers are facing at this difficult time, and those borrowers who are experiencing
difficulty in meeting their repayments will continue to need assistance and support from their
lenders. In this regard it is the clear expectation of both the Central Bank and I that lenders
engage effectively and sympathetically with distressed borrowers – in line with the Code of
Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, the Consumer Protection Code and regulations for lenders lending to SMEs – to deliver appropriate and sustainable solutions and facilitate as many borrowers
as possible to return to repaying their debt.
10/02/2021WRM00900

The Banking and Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) stated last month that its members
are continuing to commit significant resources to support customers impacted by COVID-19,
and in particular those who are affected by the latest restrictions. Through ongoing engagement
with the BPFI and lenders, the Central Bank is working to ensure that borrowers affected by
COVID-19 continue to be supported through this period of unprecedented stress.
Borrowers have a suite of regulatory protections, and lenders have specific obligations to
support and work with borrowers who are continuing to experience loan difficulty because of
COVID-19. It is in the best long term interests of both the borrower and lender that engagement
takes place in relation to a particular loan difficulty and that the most appropriate solution to the
individual case is adopted as soon as possible. The options could include additional flexibility,
and this could be a short term arrangement such as additional periods without payments or
interest-only repayments, or if appropriate more long term arrangements.
The Central Bank has indicated to lenders that they should ensure that they have sufficient
expert resources to assess individual borrower circumstances, and to offer appropriate and sustainable solutions to affected borrowers in a timely manner in line with regulatory requirements
and Central Bank expectations. The Central Bank has also confirmed that there is no regulatory
impediment to lenders offering payment breaks to borrowers at this time, providing they are
appropriate for the individual borrower circumstance. With regard to primary dwelling mortgages, the Deputy may wish to note that it is open to lenders to put temporary arrangements in
place to assist a borrower who are experiencing repayment difficulties pending the more detailed consideration and assessment of an individual mortgage case under the CCMA Mortgage
Arrears Resolution Process.
I will continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that the Central Bank
consumer protection and other applicable frameworks will be fully available to all borrowers
that will still need support.
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Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRM01000

202. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Finance if costs accrued by businesses
that have adopted the use of rapid antigen tests as part of their Covid-19 prevention measure
and for the diagnosis of Covid-19 within their workforce will be considered a tax deductible expense by the Revenue Commissioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6602/21]
10/02/2021WRM01100

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that, since
the COVID-19 pandemic started, the Revenue Commissioners have regularly reviewed all COVID-19 related matters. They have also published guidance to assist taxpayers in meeting their
tax obligations and to make them aware of the additional supports that the Government has
introduced.
10/02/2021WRM01200

The Revenue Commissioners inform me that taxable trading and professional income is
computed based on accounting profits as adjusted to conform with tax law. While tax law specifically disallows deductions for certain expenses, the central test of deductibility is whether
the expense has been “wholly and exclusively laid out or expended for the purposes of the trade
or profession”. Therefore, where businesses incur COVID-19 related costs of a revenue nature
and where those costs were incurred to allow the business to carry on its trade or profession,
they will be deductible in computing taxable profits. In addition, eBrief No. 004/21 confirmed
that no benefit-in-kind charge will arise for employees in respect of COVID-19 testing where
the conditions outlined in that eBrief are satisfied. This concessional benefit-in-kind treatment
will remain in place until the Revenue Commissioners advise otherwise.
However, while tax law may permit a deduction for these costs, it is vital that all businesses
fully comply with the Government’s Resilience and Recovery 2020 – 2021: Plan for living with
COVID-19. As the Deputy is aware, this Plan sets out five levels that correspond to the severity of COVID-19. Under the current Level 5 public health restrictions, all employees should
be facilitated to work from home, unless their work is an essential health, social care or other
essential service that cannot be done from home. I would urge all employers to follow the latest public health advice and encourage them to make use of the relevant guidance such as that
published by the Health and Safety Authority.
Revenue Commissioners

10/02/2021WRM01300

203. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of gaming
machines seized by the Revenue Commissioners under section 43 of the Finance Act 1975 in
each of the years 2016 to 2020, in tabular form. [6613/21]
10/02/2021WRM01400

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised that Revenue began a nationwide compliance project in 2017 in relation to the gaming and amusement sector. The main
aims of this project (ongoing) are to ensure maximum licensing compliance in the sector and to
provide assurance to the legitimate trade.
10/02/2021WRM01500

Since the project began there has been a significant increase in licensing compliance by
operators in areas where gaming is permitted. For example, the number of licensed gaming
machines increased from just over 6,000 in 2016 to almost 14,000 in 2019, thereby reducing
the need for seizure operations. Gaming machine license fees also increased from €1.84m in
2016 to €3.3m in 2019. The 2020 figures of almost 5,000 licenses issued and €1.4m license fees
collected were very significantly reduced due to COVID-19 related trading restrictions across
the gaming industry.
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Revenue has confirmed that the number of gaming machines seized during the years 2016
to 2020 is as set out in the table below. The seizures in 2020 were completed in the early part of
the year prior to COVID-19 restrictions commencing.
Year
No. of seizures
2016
0
2017
0
2018
157
2019
259
2020
130
Question No. 204 answered with Question No. 193.
Question No. 205 answered with Question No. 187.
Tax Appeals Commission

10/02/2021WRM01800

206. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year cost
of recruiting two additional full-time IT specialists at the grade of assistant principal officer for
the Tax Appeals Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6676/21]
10/02/2021WRM01900

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 20 of the Finance (Tax Appeals) Act 2015, as amended, provides that the staff of the Tax Appeals Commission (TAC) are
civil servants and as such their salary is as per the published civil service pay scales. The latest
pay scales of civil servants at all grades (including Assistant Principal Officer) are provided at
the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/circular/39b2c-circular-12-2020-application-of-1stof-october-2020-pay-adjustments/.
10/02/2021WRM02000

The starting point of the salary of an Assistant Principal Officer is currently €69,012. Therefore the estimated full year cost of recruiting two additional full-time IT specialists at the grade
of Assistant Principal Officer for the TAC is €138,024 (excluding employer’s PRSI) or €153,276
(including employer’s PRSI of 11.05%). The estimate assumes that the recruited IT specialists
are new entrants to the Civil Service.
The TAC have sanction for 35 staff in 2021, including 7 Appeal Commissioners. The staffing needs of the Tax Appeals Commission are continuously reviewed, taking account of workloads, management priorities and the ongoing need to respond to changing demands.
The TAC currently employs one full-time IT specialist at the grade of Assistant Principal
Officer and another at the grade of Higher Executive Officer which, I am informed, meets its
current requirements with no need for additional staff in this area.
Motor Insurance

10/02/2021WRM02100

207. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the status of his plans to implement reforms in view of the increasing cost of car insurance premiums; the latest discussions
his Department has had on the issue; the persons or bodies with which the discussions took
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6706/21]
10/02/2021WRM02200

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Government’s Action Plan for
Insurance Reform contains a range of deliverables, including legislation where required, in a
number of Government Department policy areas. Work is already underway in relation to cer10/02/2021WRM02300
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tain areas, including:
- increasing market transparency through the National Claims Information Database (NCID),
including for employer and public liability insurance;
- reviewing the duty of care legislation;
- providing for the Judicial Council’s accelerated adoption by 31 July 2021 of new personal
injuries guidelines to replace the Book of Quantum;
- consideration by the Department of Justice of the Law Reform Commission’s recent Report on Capping Damages in Personal Injuries Actions;
- looking at how to further enhance the role of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board; and,
- making proposals on increasing competition in the Irish insurance market.
In addition to this work, there has been recent intensive engagement with key stakeholders by Minister of State Fleming, including meetings with the major insurers, the Alliance for
Insurance Reform and industry representatives Insurance Ireland.
With regard to the specific issue of the cost of motor insurance premiums, I would draw
the Deputy’s attention to data from the Central Bank’s NCID Private Motor Insurance Report,
published in November. This shows the earned premium for private motor insurance decreased
by 9 per cent to the end of 2019 from its mid-2018 peak. I would reasonably expect that the next
report – covering 2020 – will show further reductions. Separately, the most recent data from
the Central Statistics Office’s (CSO) Consumer Price Index indicates that motor premiums have
reduced by just over 30 per cent from their July 2016 peak. While for methodological reasons,
these datasets are not directly comparable, both have indicated the same downward trend for
some time. This in part reflects the positive work done by the Cost of Insurance Working Group,
and it is the Government’s intention to build on this success via the new Action Plan.
In conclusion, seeking to secure a more sustainable and competitive market through deepening and widening the supply of insurance in Ireland remains a priority issue for this Government. Both I and Minister of State Fleming will continue to play a lead role in this policy area.
Motor Insurance

10/02/2021WRM02400

208. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding vehicle
insurance payments for those who have been cocooning due to Covid-19; the rebate options
open to them; and the details of same. [6725/21]
10/02/2021WRM02500

223. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans to ensure insurance companies provide rebates and premium reductions to customers in the case of a decline of claims
costs related to Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7018/21]
10/02/2021WRM02600

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 208
and 223 together.
10/02/2021WRM02700

At the outset, working to protect insurance policyholders during and after the COVID-19
crisis is a priority issue for Government. As such, it is included within the Programme for Government and the recently launched Action Plan for Insurance Reform. Since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic, I have consistently called on insurers to treat their customers honestly,
fairly and professionally.
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I can assure the Deputies that both Minister of State Fleming and I have had extensive engagement with motor insurers and other key policy stakeholders throughout 2020 and that this
will continue into 2021. At my meeting with Insurance Ireland in April 2020, I called on insurers to be pro-active and generous in relation to their treatment of motor insurance customers
during the COVID-19 crisis. In particular, I noted what was likely to be a significant reduction
in claims for this period due to the travel restrictions that were in place at that time. This ultimately resulted in a number of insurers announcing a range of forbearance measures and motor
insurance rebates for policyholders. In addition, insurers have agreed to further review the situation if extended Covid-19 restrictions on movement result in sustained lower road usage and
claims frequency this year.
Most recently as part of a comprehensive engagement on the Government’s insurance reform agenda with a wide range of stakeholder interests, including Insurance Ireland, Minister of
State Fleming concluded a series of meetings with the main Irish insurers. He again raised the
need for industry to respond to both the Government’s ongoing reforms and COVID-19 pandemic by lowering premiums, to continue to offer forbearance measures, and to expand their
risk horizon (such as providing more cover for younger drivers).
While Insurance Ireland recently announced a continuance of forbearance measures on behalf of a number of its members, including a number of measures directly targeting motor
insurance policyholders, both I and Minister of State Fleming will continue to raise this issue
with insurers in the coming weeks, particularly in light of the stricter restrictions on movement
currently in place as a result of Government measures to combat the pandemic.
Finally, the Deputy has asked about rebates for those that have been cocooning, due to their
cars being off the road. The methodology of any premium relief process is a matter outside of
my control and it is important to note that each insurance company will make their own decisions as to the level and manner of financial supports, including whether to issue refunds and/
or discounts based on their own particular circumstances.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRM02800

209. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Finance if he will mediate with insurance
companies that offer self-build insurance to request that they extend the policies at no extra cost
to the consumer for the period of the construction lockdown; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6758/21]
10/02/2021WRM02900

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, I understand that the
current COVID-19 restrictions may be having an impact upon those currently undertaking selfbuild projects. With regard to insurance and the need to extend such cover at no extra cost, it is
important to note that neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can intervene in the provision
or pricing of insurance products or have the power to direct insurance companies to provide
cover to specific individuals or businesses. This position is reinforced by the EU framework for
insurance (the Solvency II Directive) which expressly prohibits Member States from doing so.
10/02/2021WRM03000

I understand that self-build insurance policies can contain a number of elements, such as:
protection for the building(s) under construction; employers liability; public liability, plant cover; temporary dwelling and caravan cover; and so on. This will vary by policy and by company.
It may be difficult for an insurer, from a risk and prudential basis, to extend such policies at no
extra cost where some aspects of the policy remain ‘live’ despite the ongoing restrictions on
construction as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic measures.
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Notwithstanding this, the Deputy will be aware that both Minister of State Fleming and
I have consistently and publicly stated that in the context of COVID-19 we expect insurance
firms to treat their customers fairly, honestly, and in accordance with the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code. The Government will continue to work to protect customers during and
after the COVID-19 crisis, and engage with the insurance industry in relation to how it responds
to the needs of its customers. This commitment is included in the Programme for Government.
Finally, where somebody feels they have been treated unfairly by a particular insurance
provider, they have the option of making a complaint to the Financial Services and Pensions
Ombudsman (FSPO). The FSPO acts as an independent arbiter of disputes which consumers
may have with their insurance company or other financial service provider. The FSPO can be
contacted either by email at info@fspo.ie or by telephone at 01-567-7000.
Value Added Tax

10/02/2021WRM03100

210. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Finance his views on the classification of fruit juices produced in Ireland for VAT purposes, which entails the standard 21% VAT
rate being applied; if the position can be reviewed in view of the programme for Government
commitment to encourage greater expansion and growth in the Irish horticulture sector; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [6766/21]
10/02/2021WRM03200

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the VAT
rating of goods and services is subject to the requirements of the EU VAT Directive with which
Irish VAT law must comply. In accordance with the Directive, Ireland maintains a standstill
provision which permits the retention of the zero rate for certain food and drink products that
were liable to the zero rate on 1 January 1991. This standstill provision cannot be extended.
10/02/2021WRM03300

The Value-Added Tax Consolidation Act, 2010 provides for the application of the zero rate
to food and drink, but specifically excludes juice extracted from, and other drinkable products
derived from, fruit or vegetables. Accordingly, fruit juice is taxable at the standard rate. However, where fruit juice is provided as part of a restaurant or catering service it is liable to VAT at
the second reduced rate of VAT, currently 9%.
Under Annex III of the EU VAT Directive, Member States are permitted to apply a reduced
rate of VAT of not less than 5% to fruit juice. However, Ireland has a significantly wider range
of goods and services taxed at the zero and reduced rates of VAT compared with other EU
member states, and I have no plans to narrow the tax base further. Notwithstanding their sugar
content, fruit juices are exempt from the Sugar Sweetened Drinks Tax.
Questions Nos. 211 to 213, inclusive, answered with Question No. 187.
Cycle to Work Scheme

10/02/2021WRM03700

214. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance his views on adjusting the cycleto-work scheme to cover the purchasing of child seats or trailers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6883/21]
10/02/2021WRM03800

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 118(5G) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides for the cycle to work scheme. This scheme provides an exemption
from benefit-in-kind where an employer purchases a bicycle and associated safety equipment
up to a maximum of €1,500 for e-bikes and €1,250 for other bicycles for an employee to use,
10/02/2021WRM03900
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in whole or in part, to travel to work. These thresholds were increased from 1 August 2020 under the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020. Safety equipment includes helmets,
lights, bells, mirrors and locks but does not include child seats or trailers.
The inclusion of child seats and trailers in the scheme would create an additional cost and
that cost must be recovered elsewhere. I have no plans at present to make changes to the cycle
to work scheme to include child seats and trailers.
Question No. 215 answered with Question No. 187.
Customs and Excise

10/02/2021WRM04100

216. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount of items (details supplied) that have been seized by customs officials in the past five years to date in 2021;
the way in which they dispose of such materials; and the number of full-time, part-time and
contractor Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine staff that are attached to the customs section of the Revenue Commissioners. [6935/21]
10/02/2021WRM04200

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that regulation of the importation of animal medication is a matter for the Department of Agriculture, Food
and the Marine and as a result, Revenue has not seized any of the items specified in the last five
years. I am further advised that Revenue officials refer all declarations of animal medication
to officers from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine for examination, control,
investigation and subsequent seizure, as required.
10/02/2021WRM04300

While staff from the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine work closely with Revenue Customs Officers based at frontier stations, they are independent of Revenue and no such
staff are attached to Revenue’s operations at these stations.

10/02/2021WRN00200

Property Tax

217. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance if there are provisions or
plans in place for households to defer payment of the local property tax in view of the financial constraints related to Covid-19 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6937/21]
10/02/2021WRN00300

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that it has
engaged extensively with residential property owners who are experiencing financial difficulties since the pandemic began to agree flexible Local Property Tax (LPT) payment arrangements and has assured me that it will continue to do so.g
10/02/2021WRN00400

Any property owners experiencing financial difficulties can avail of a wide range of flexible
payment options both in respect of 2021 liabilities and for any previous years where liabilities
remain outstanding. The full range of payment options, which include phased arrangements, are
available to property owners via the LPT portal on the Revenue website at link www.revenue.
ie/en/property/local-property-tax/paying-your-lpt/index.aspx.
There are also existing provisions in place that allow property owners to defer payment of
LPT in certain circumstances. Further information regarding the deferral of LPT is available on
the Revenue website at link www.revenue.ie/en/property/documents/lpt/guidelines-for-deferral-of-lpt.pdf. However, deferral is not an exemption from LPT, and the outstanding liability remains as a charge on the property until it is paid and carries an interest charge of 4% per annum.
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Questions Nos. 218 and 219 answered with Question No. 187.

10/02/2021WRN00700

Help-To-Buy Scheme

220. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if he will give consideration to
extending the help-to-buy scheme beyond 2021; if the claimable period for this allowance is the
four years prior to an application; if these four years must be full or partial tax years; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6983/21]
10/02/2021WRN00800

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive was
introduced in 2017. The measure is currently scheduled to expire on 31 December 2021.
10/02/2021WRN00900

HTB gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in Ireland over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legislation. An increase in the
supply of new housing remains a priority aim of Government policy.
The scheme is designed to stimulate the supply of new houses in the housing market and to
assist first-time buyers in accumulating a deposit for a new home. In order to further help meet
these goals, I announced an enhancement to the existing scheme with effect from 23 July last
for the remainder of 2020 as part of the July Stimulus Package. The legislation that gives effect
to this is set out in the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No.2) Act 2020. The Finance Act 2020
further extended the period of application of the enhanced levels of support until 31 December
2021.
The question of the future of HTB support beyond its current expiry date is a matter that
will be considered in due course in the context of Budget 2022 and the subsequent Finance Bill.
With regard to the other parts of the Deputy’s question, I am advised by Revenue that where
the conditions of the scheme are met, the incentive gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit
Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in the State over the four tax years preceding the year of application, subject to limits outlined in the legislation. The HTB claimants may select all or any
of the previous four tax years for the purposes of calculating the HTB refund. For the purposes
of the HTB scheme, a tax year is considered January to December of the relevant year. Where
an applicant has only paid Income Tax for part of a tax year (e.g. if only worked August to December), the applicant may still choose that year as a relevant tax year for the purposes of the
HTB scheme, and any Income Tax / DIRT paid during that year will be included in the HTB
refund calculations, subject to the limits outlined in legislation.
The Tax and Duty manual Part 15-01-46 Help to Buy Scheme under part 11 provides details on how the payment is calculated and example scenarios for reference. In summary, HTB
will be calculated firstly based on the amount of Income Tax paid in the preceding four years,
starting with the earliest year selected by the claimant. Where the HTB maximum has not been
reached, DIRT paid in the preceding four years will be taken into account, starting with the
earliest year selected by the claimant.
Tax Code

10/02/2021WRN01000

221. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Finance the arrangements put in place
in March 2020 by his Department and the Revenue Commissioners with regard to benefit-inkind and the Covid-19 pandemic; the reason these changes were reversed in January 2021; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6992/21]
10/02/2021WRN01100
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that concessional treatment has been agreed in relation to the operation of the benefit-in-kind (BIK) tax
charge on employer-provided vehicles during the course of COVID-19 related travel restrictions.
10/02/2021WRN01200

Therefore, where an employer provided vehicle is made available to an employee the following will apply for the time being:
(a) Employer Takes Back Possession of the Vehicle
Where an employer takes back possession of the vehicle and an employee has no access to
the vehicle, no BIK shall apply for the period.
(b) Employer Prohibits Use
Where an employee retains possession of a vehicle, but the employer prohibits the use of
the vehicle, no BIK shall apply if the vehicle is not used for private use. Records should be
maintained to show that the employer has prohibited its use and no such use has occurred, e.g.
communication from employer, photographic evidence of odometer etc.
(c) Employer Allows Private Use
Where an employee has a car provided by his/her employer and
- the circumstances in the previous example don’t apply;
- limited or reduced business mileage (if any) is undertaken during the period of the COVID-19 crisis; and
- personal use is limited
the amount of business mileage travelled in January 2020 may be used as a base month for
the purposes of calculating the amount of BIK due. Thus, the percentage applied in the calculation of the cash equivalent, which is based on annualised business mileage, may have regard
to the actual business mileage for January 2020, for the period of the COVID-19 restrictions.
Appropriate records should be kept, e.g. business mileage travelled in January 2020, amount of
private use, photographic evidence of odometer etc.
Employee Continues Working
Where an employee continues to undertake business travel as usual in an employer-provided vehicle, the usual BIK rules will apply. Further information on the taxation of employerprovided vehicles is available on Revenue’s website.
Guidance on the above, and many other matters pertaining to COVID-19, can be found on
Revenue’s website.
Allowing January 2020 to be used as the base month for the calculation of business mileage
in scenario (c) above enables the annualised business mileage to be calculated having regard to
the actual business mileage that would likely have been undertaken in the absence of any COVID-19 related travel restrictions. This is considered to be both a fair and reasonable approach,
however it is acknowledged that this approach may not cater for every individual situation.
Therefore, in situations where an employee did not have any business mileage for their
current role in January 2020, for example where an employee has taken on a new role since
that time, a reasonable alternative may be used to calculate the annualised business mileage for
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2021. The reasonable alternative used should have due regard to the specific role carried out by
the employee, and the business travel the employee would likely be expected to undertake in
the absence of any COVID-19 related travel restrictions.
Insurance Industry

10/02/2021WRN01300

222. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance the remedy he plans for a person
who has been refused flood risk insurance even though they had flood risk insurance for many
years for the same property; his plans to alleviate this problem; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7015/21]
10/02/2021WRN01400

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am conscious of the difficulties that
the absence or withdrawal of flood insurance cover can cause to homeowners and businesses.
However, you should be aware that the provision of insurance is a commercial matter for insurance companies, which is based on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept. Consequently, neither I nor the Central Bank can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance
products. This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance (Solvency II Directive).
10/02/2021WRN01500

With respect to the issue highlighted in the question, I would first of all recommend that
the individual in question ought to contact Insurance Ireland which operates a free Insurance
information service for those who have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance cover including flood insurance, at feedback@insuranceireland.eu. In addition,
the person has the right to make a complaint to the Financial Services Ombudsman in relation
to any dealings with a financial services or insurance provider during which they feel they have
been unfairly treated.
Current government policy in relation to increasing flood insurance coverage is focused on
the development of a sustainable, planned and risk-based approach to managing flooding problems. To achieve this aim there is a focus on:
- Investing almost €1 billion to flood relief measures over the lifetime of the National Development Plan 2018-2027;
- Implementation of flood relief management plans by the Office of Public Works (OPW),
and;
- Maintaining channels of communication between the OPW and the insurance industry, in
order to reach a better understanding about the provision of flood cover in affected areas.
The above approach is underpinned by a Memorandum of Understanding between the OPW
and industry representatives Insurance Ireland, who meet on a quarterly basis to help implement
this initiative. This provides for the exchange of data in relation to completed flood defence
schemes which should in turn provide a basis for the increased provision of flood insurance in
these areas.
I acknowledge that while there has been an overall increase in the provision of flood insurance between 2015 and 2020, some householders are still experiencing difficulties. This is
particularly the case for households in areas with demountable flood defences.
My Department is reviewing the challenges of property insurance and flooding as part of the
action points for my Department under the Climate Action Plan. This work is in progress and
my Department will continue to provide updates on this to the Climate Action Board.
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Finally, the Deputy should be assured that Minister of State Fleming and I will continue to
proactively engage on all aspects of insurance reform including flood insurance issues.
Question No. 223 answered with Question No. 208.
Questions Nos. 224 to 227, inclusive, answered with Question No. 187.

10/02/2021WRN02100

Value Added Tax

228. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance if the temporary reduction to
the standard rate of VAT currently in place will cease at the end of February 2021; and, if so, if
it will be extended. [7136/21]
10/02/2021WRN02200

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I do not plan on extending the temporary reduction from 23% to 21% in the standard rate of VAT beyond the end of February.
10/02/2021WRN02300

Question No. 229 answered with Question No. 187.
Mortgage Lending

10/02/2021WRN02500

230. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has
been drawn to the fact that customers are being told by their mortgage providers that their credit
rating will be affected should they need to take a second moratorium on their mortgages due
to job losses as a result of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7176/21]
10/02/2021WRN02600

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, last March
the Banking and Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) announced a coordinated approach
by banks and other lenders to help their customers who were economically impacted by the
Covid-19 crisis. The measures included flexible loan repayment arrangements where needed,
including loan payment breaks initially for a period up to three months and then subsequently
extended for up to six months. The implementation of this voluntary moratorium by the banking industry was a flexible response to the emerging Covid-19 crisis and ensured that a large
volume of affected customers could benefit quickly during a fast moving and evolving public
health crisis.
10/02/2021WRN02700

While many borrowers whose payment break has ended have been able to return to full payments, it is also recognised that many borrowers continue to be impacted by the economic consequences of Covid-19 and that they may not be in a position to resume their loan repayment
commitments when their payment break ends or may now be experiencing difficulty for the
first time. These borrowers will continue to need, and will be expected to obtain, assistance and
support from their lenders; this point has been made clear to lenders and has been accepted by
them. Indeed in their recent 8 January statement, the BPFI reiterated that lenders were continuing to commit significant resources to those borrowers affected by the latest restrictions and that
they are working with their customers to find solutions which meet individual circumstances.
At this stage, rather than continuing with a general ‘one size fits all’ forbearance approach, it is
considered that it is in the best long term interests of both the borrower and lender that engagement takes place in relation to a particular mortgage or other loan difficulty and that the most
appropriate solution to the individual case - which can either be a short term or a long term restructure – is adopted as soon as possible. In such a context, the Central Bank has nevertheless
confirmed that there is no regulatory impediment to lenders offering further payment breaks to
borrowers, provided that they are appropriate for the individual borrower circumstance.
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With regard to credit rating and records, it should be noted that lenders have an obligation to
report information on all mortgage and other loans to the Central Credit Register. The Central
Credit Register, which is under the remit of the Central Bank, does not produce credit ratings or
credit scores. Rather the information on a credit report provided by the Central Credit Register
is factual in nature; it contains no guidance, recommendation or prohibition for lenders on what
decision they should make on an application for credit or repayment arrangements agreed with
borrowers. Subject to complying with applicable law and regulatory requirements, it is a matter
for lenders to make their own lending decisions in accordance with their own credit policies and
risk appetites. The Deputy may wish to note that borrowers may access their credit report free
of charge (subject to fair usage) at www.centralcreditregister.ie.
More generally, I will continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that
the Central Bank consumer protection and other applicable frameworks will be fully available
to all borrowers that will still need support either arising from Covid-19 or otherwise.
Tax Reliefs

10/02/2021WRN02800

231. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount
of revenue that would be generated if the tax relief for private health insurance premiums were
abolished; and the amount of revenue if such relief were capped at 12%. [7216/21]
10/02/2021WRN02900

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that, based
on provisional 2020 data, the yield to the Exchequer from the abolition of tax relief for private
health insurance premiums is estimated to be of the order of €377 million per year.
10/02/2021WRN03000

The estimated yield to the Exchequer from reducing the current rate of tax relief for private
health insurance premiums from the standard rate of 20% to 12% would be of the order of €151
million per year.
It is noted that the above estimates are calculated on a straight-line basis and do not take
account of any behavioural impact that such a change may have, including on the price of insurance premiums.
Legislative Measures

10/02/2021WRN03100

232. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance the timeline for his plans to
make necessary amendments to the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994. [7226/21]
10/02/2021WRN03200

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I brought forward an amendment to
the Finance Bill to provide for the existing medical criteria in primary legislation. Following
approval of the Finance Act 2020, which provides for the medical criteria for the Disabled
Drivers Scheme, the HSE has been informed that medical assessments can recommence from
1st January 2021. This is considered to be an interim solution only. A comprehensive review
of the scheme, to include a broader review of mobility supports for persons with disabilities,
will be conducted this year. On foot of that review new proposals will be brought forward for
consideration.
10/02/2021WRN03300

Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted on by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme.
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Question No. 233 answered with Question No. 187.
Covid-19 Tests

10/02/2021WRN03500

234. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Finance if tax relief may be claimed under
the medical expenses mechanism for PAYE workers in the event that a person has to bear the
cost of a Covid-19 test, such as a PCR test or antigen test; if the cost is taxable if it is borne by
the employer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7345/21]
10/02/2021WRN03600

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since the commencement of the COVID-19 pandemic Revenue has published guidance on a range of matters to assist taxpayers
in meeting their tax obligations, and to make them aware of several concessionary measures
which have been introduced since March 2020 on foot of the unprecedented impact of the pandemic. Details of all COVID-19 related matters can be found on Revenue’s website, available
here: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/communications/covid19/compliance-with-certainreporting-and-filing-obligations.aspx.
10/02/2021WRN03700

Regarding the cost of obtaining a COVID-19 test, I am advised by Revenue as follows:
Tax relief is available under section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 where an individual incurs “health expenses” for health care which is carried out by, or on the advice of a
practitioner.
Health expenses includes the following:
(a) the services of a practitioner,
(b) diagnostic procedures carried out on the advice of a practitioner,
(c) maintenance or treatment necessarily incurred in connection with the services or procedures referred to in paragraph (a) or (b),
(d) drugs or medicines supplied on the prescription of a practitioner,
(e) the supply, maintenance or repair of any medical, surgical, dental or nursing appliance
used on the advice of a practitioner,
(f) physiotherapy or similar treatment prescribed by a practitioner,
(g) orthoptic or similar treatment prescribed by a practitioner,
(h) transport by ambulance,
(i) educational psychological assessments carried out by an educational psychologist in
certain circumstances, or
(j) speech and language therapy carried out by a speech and language therapist in certain
circumstances.
A practitioner means any person who is either:
a. registered in the register established under section 43 of the Medical Practitioners Act
2007 or section 26 of the Dentists Act, 1985 or,
b. in respect of health care provided outside the State, is entitled under the laws of the country in which the care is provided to practice medicine or dentistry there.
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Therefore, where an individual incurs expenditure in obtaining a COVID-19 test, they will
be entitled to make a claim for tax relief if the costs incurred meets the above criteria. Further
details in relation to tax relief for health expenses can be found on Revenue’s website, available
here: https://www.revenue.ie/en/personal-tax-credits-reliefs-and-exemptions/health-and-age/
health-expenses/index.aspx, and also in Tax and Duty Manual Part 15-01-12 (https://www.revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-15/15-0112.pdf).
For employers, taxable trading and professional income is computed based on accounting
profits as adjusted to conform with tax law. While tax law specifically disallows deductions for
certain expenses, such as capital expenditure (including accounting depreciation), the central
test of deductibility is whether the expense has been “wholly and exclusively laid out or expended for the purposes of the trade or profession”.
Thus, where employers incur COVID-19 related costs of a revenue nature, and where those
costs were incurred to allow the business to carry on its trade or profession, they will be deductible in computing taxable profits.
In addition, no benefit-in-kind (BIK) charge will arise where, due to health and safety concerns, an employer:
a. performs COVID-19 testing on an employee at the workplace,
b. engages a third party to do such testing on behalf of the employer, or
c. provides a COVID-19 test kit to an employee for self-administration.
On 14 January 2021 Revenue published eBrief 004/2021 (https://www.revenue.ie/en/taxprofessionals/ebrief/2021/no-0042021.aspx), confirming that this BIK measure relating to COVID-19 tests continues to remain in place.
Questions Nos. 235 and 236 answered with Question No. 187.
Vehicle Registration Tax

10/02/2021WRO00300

237. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance when the Revenue Commissioners will issue a required VRT document to a person (details supplied) in County Donegal;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7404/21]
10/02/2021WRO00400

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the application by the person in question for a Transfer of Residence exemption in respect of Vehicle
Registration Tax (VRT) was received on 15 January 2021. Following some further engagement
by Revenue to determine the person’s entitlement, the exemption was approved and notified to
the person on 6 February 2021.
10/02/2021WRO00500

Revenue has confirmed that the vehicle has since been registered in the State with no VRT
charged.
Question No. 238 answered with Question No. 187.
National Transport Authority

10/02/2021WRO00700

10/02/2021WRO00800

239. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
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cost to date of the Phoenix Park Transport and Mobility Options Study; and the estimated further cost in respect of same. [6362/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): The cost of the Phoenix Park Transport and Mobility Options Study was
borne by the National Transport Authority.
10/02/2021WRO00900

Magdalen Laundries

10/02/2021WRO01000

240. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
further to Parliamentary Question No. 245 of 20 October 2020, if guidelines as a consequence
of the report by the Ombudsman on the Magdalene laundry scheme have been completed and
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6371/21]
10/02/2021WRO01100

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): My officials
are working to complete the guidelines on redress referenced by the Deputy. While it had been
anticipated that the guidelines would now be complete, as the Deputy will be aware there has
been recently been considerable work undertaken in relation to redress, particularly in the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. My officials have engaged
and will continue to engage with the officials of that Department in respect of this work to ensure that the final guidelines are as comprehensive, up-to-date and relevant as possible.
10/02/2021WRO01200

Flexible Work Practices

10/02/2021WRO01300

241. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
support services the public service has put in place to support remote workers and in particular
access to professional support for injury, stress and so on which may arise; and if these supports are done through in-house human resources or contracted out to outside professionals.
[6479/21]
10/02/2021WRO01400

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Responsibility for providing supports to remote workers is in general a matter for the relevant employer, in
the first instance. However, the Civil Service provides support to employees through the Employee Assistance Service (CSEAS) which operates under the auspices of my Department and
is a free and confidential service providing support to staff and management at times of personal
and/or work-related difficulties. It plays a key part in an ethos of promoting employee wellness
and organisational effectiveness.
10/02/2021WRO01500

During 2020 15% of serving Civil Servants made contact with the CSEAS. In response to
the challenges presented by remote working the CSEAS developed a range of online resources
to support staff. These are available on their website and most have also been circulated to staff
by Human Resource Divisions and local managers. Resources include Tips for Managing your
Wellbeing while Remote Working and Managing Working from Home and Childcare Responsibilities.
The CSEAS has also been engaged by Civil Service Departments and Offices to provide
bespoke presentations on a range of health and well-being topics. Since March 2020 these have
been provided virtually reaching an estimated audience of 13,000 staff. Topics included Stress
Management, Self-Care, Resilience and Mental Health and Wellbeing as well as Self-Care/
Wellbeing While Working Remotely. In a number of instances, these presentations were recorded and made available to staff unable to attend the session.
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The CSEAS operates a central telephone and e-mail service which is available to Civil Servants during normal office hours. Support is also available at other times by prior arrangement.
Further information on the CSEAS and details of individual Employee Assistance Officers and
the Departments/regions they cover is available on the CSEAS website www.cseas.per.gov.ie.
Last year, my Department published the Working from Home during COVID-19: Guidance
for Civil Service Organisations. This document provided and continues to provide direction to
Civil Service organisations to help them support employees during COVID-19 restrictions. A
key element of the Guidance is the health and wellbeing of all employees.
In addition to centralised supports individual Departments and Offices deliver local Health
and Wellbeing initiatives to employees. Indeed, my own Department is committed to a holistic
approach to Health and Wellbeing and offers a range of Health and Wellbeing sessions, on a
regular basis, to employees to support them in maintaining their physical and mental health some of these programmes are delivered by external professionals.
Garda Stations

10/02/2021WRO01600

242. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
amount the OPW spent on refurbishment to Kells Garda station in each of the years 2018 to
2020 and to date in 2021; the nature of the refurbishment works that were carried out; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6665/21]
10/02/2021WRO01700

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): I can confirm that the Office of Public Works has carried out refurbishment
works at Kells Garda Station in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to-date in 2021. The nature
of the refurbishment works and the amount spent in each of the years is outlined in the table
below.
10/02/2021WRO01800

Details include works funded by both the Office of Public Works and An Garda Síochána.
Year

Description

Amount

2018

General Maintenance and repairs including Mechanical and Electrical works.

€29,067.79

2019

General Maintenance and repairs including Mechanical and Electrical works; Ground Maintenance Japanese
knotweed treatment; Asbestos Survey for cell works.

€26,276.78

2020

General Maintenance and repairs including Mechanical and Electrical works; Ground Maintenance Japanese
knotweed treatment; Installation of protective perspex screens; cell upgrade works.

€183,291.20

2021

General Maintenance and repairs including Mechanical and Electrical works.

€3,161.18

Total

€241,796.95

Garda Stations

10/02/2021WRO01900

243. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
status of and the expected completion date for construction works at the new Bailieborough
Garda station and the reopening of Bawnboy Garda station, County Cavan; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [6708/21]
10/02/2021WRO02000

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): Tender submissions for the refurbishment of Bawnboy Garda Station are
being evaluated. The works will take about 3 months after a contract is placed.
10/02/2021WRO02100

Flood Prevention Measures

10/02/2021WRO02200
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244. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
status of the Dodder flood alleviation scheme. [6711/21]
10/02/2021WRO02300

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): In relation to the progress on the River Dodder Flood Alleviation Scheme
(RDFAS), the following is an update on both the Dodder Phase 2 and Dodder Phase 3 Flood
Relief Schemes, both of which are being progressed by Dublin City Council with funding and
support being provided by the OPW.
10/02/2021WRO02400

Dodder Phase 2: Further to my response to your previous Parliamentary Question on 7th
October 2020 (Question No.74), there were some delays to the scheme as a result of COVID-19
restrictions, and these delays had an impact on fisheries rehabilitation works due to the requirement to only work within the allowable fisheries’ window for instream works, which runs from
1st May to 30th September.
The current works programme for Phase 2 of the RDFAS allows for substantial completion
of the flood defence works at Ballsbridge & Beech Hill Road in Q2 2021 with the exception
of the previously mentioned Fisheries Rehabilitation works and instream works which will be
commenced in May/June 2021.
Dodder Phase 3 (Clonskeagh to Orwell): This scheme is still in its early stages, and the consultants are currently progressing site Investigation works, environmental constraints studies
and hydraulic modelling works. It is anticipated that stage one of this project (Scheme Development and Preliminary Design) will be complete in 2021, and the project will then progress into
stage 2, which is the Public Consultation and Planning stage.
More information on this scheme can be found on the project website: https://www.floodinfo.ie/frs/en/dodder-phase-3/home/ where the consultant engineers publish regular scheme updates.
EU Directives

10/02/2021WRO02500

245. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
Directive (EU) 2019/1937 of 23 October 2019 on the protection of persons who report breaches
of EU legislation will be debated and ratified by the Houses of the Oireachtas; if so, when same
will take place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6824/21]
10/02/2021WRO02600

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Directive
(EU) 2019/1937 on the protection of persons who report breaches of Union law (also known as
“the Whistleblowing Directive”) was adopted on 23 October 2019 by the European Parliament
and Council and must be transposed into Irish law by 17 December 2021. The Directive provides for a range of measures to establish a common set of minimum standards for the protection of persons who report breaches of EU law across all Member States.
10/02/2021WRO02700

Ireland already has comprehensive whistleblower protection laws in place in the form of the
Protected Disclosures Act 2014. Transposition of the Directive will require a number of amendments to be made to the Act and these are being examined. Furthermore, a public consultation
on those areas of the Directive where Ireland has discretion as regards implementation was
conducted in June and July 2020. 24 submissions were received from a broad cross-section of
stakeholders and have been published on the gov.ie consultation site.
Public Sector Staff

10/02/2021WRO02800
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246. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
groups of public sector workers to which the updated social media policy which includes the
instruction not to comment on or like social media posts which would undermine the Minister,
the Department, the Government or Government policy has been sent to; and the groups of
public sector workers to which it applies. [7011/21]
10/02/2021WRO02900

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As Minister
for Public Expenditure and Reform, part of my responsibilities are the non pay terms and conditions of Civil Servants. There is no central social media policy for the Civil Service and individual Departments develop social media policies according to their own use of social media
and their own range of accounts and channels.
10/02/2021WRO03000

However, the Civil Service Code of Standards and Behaviour applies to all civil servants.
You can access the Civil Service Code of Standards in the link below.
https://hr.per.gov.ie/policy/ethics-and-standards/codes-of-conduct/
The code sets out that Civil Servants must maintain the highest standards of impartiality.
Brexit Issues

10/02/2021WRO03100

247. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if
he has examined the entitlement of contractors from Northern Ireland or the UK in tendering
for public works given that they are not now members of the EU; his views on whether tax,
employee and financial compliance requirements as required by contractors from this jurisdiction can be monitored effectively in order to ensure a level playing field for all contractors who
may tender for Government or local authority contracts; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7159/21]
10/02/2021WRO03200

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Public Procurement is governed by EU and National rules and must comply with relevant EU, WTO
and national legal requirements and obligations. The aim of these rules is to promote an open,
competitive and non-discriminatory public procurement regime which delivers transparency
and value for money outcomes. The procurement rules have been developed in tandem with the
WTO rules on procurement and are therefore flexible in a global context.
10/02/2021WRO03300

The general requirements for works and works-related contracts are set out in the Capital
Works Management Framework (CWMF). The CWMF represents the tools that a public body
must use to procure and manage the external resources necessary to deliver a public works project that is to be delivered under the Exchequer-funded element of the National Development
Plan. This guidance incorporates key elements of EU legislation that have been transposed into
Irish law and is complemented by circulars and guidance issued by this Department and the Office of Government Procurement.
Public procurement procedures require applicants to meet certain standards when applying
for public contracts. The criteria upon which contracting authorities may exclude applicants
from the award procedure of public contracts are set out in Regulation 57 of S.I. No. 284 of
2016 - European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 on public
procurement. The 2016 Regulations contain both compulsory and voluntary grounds for the
exclusion of bidders.
Pre-qualification documentation provides for criminal convictions for specified offences
and non-compliance with tax and social welfare obligations. There are other, specified exclu117
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sion grounds which can be deployed at the discretion of the contracting authority. The choice
will depend on the particular procurement.
Contracting authorities should ensure that those who are awarded public contracts have the
financial standing and technical capacity to complete the works in a safe and timely manner.
Bodies procuring public works projects must comply with the provisions of the CWMF which
contains extensive guidance covering all aspects of the procurement and contract administration stages. Specific guidance and templates are also published to manage the pre-qualification
stage of a procurement process. It is important, when assessing the financial standing and technical capacity of a contractor to undertake a particular project, that the contracting authority
should set standards that are proportionate to the project and its associated risks.
To provide targeted assistance to contracting authorities on this important stage of the procurement process guidance note GN 2.3.1.3 - Minimum Standards for Suitability Works Contractor Criteria (Open, Restricted Procedure) have been published. This guidance note sets out
standards under each of the criteria that may be used to assess a contractor’s financial standing
and technical ability.
The management of the tendering process for a public contract is a matter for each contracting authority. It is the responsibility of each contracting authority to ensure that tenderers
comply with all the requirements of the process.
The EU-UK Trade and Co-operation Agreement (TCA) contains provisions ensuring access
to the public procurement markets of both parties. The EU and UK have agreed to zero tariffs
and zero quotas on products that comply with the appropriate rules of origin, regulatory and
customs cooperation mechanisms, as well as provisions ensuring a level playing field for open
and fair competition, as part of a larger economic cooperation.
Title VI of the Agreement, which sets out the provisions relating to public procurement,
goes beyond commitments under the WTO Government Procurement Agreement (GPA), to
which the UK has acceded. EU companies will be able to participate on an equal footing with
UK companies in bids for procurement tenders covered by the agreement, and vice versa.
The Agreement further provides for non-discrimination of EU companies established in the
UK (and vice versa) for national procurement, i.e. below the current thresholds of the GPA. The
Agreement also allows the use of its bilateral dispute settlement mechanisms for disputes that
might arise in regards to the procurement opportunities subject to the GPA.
The NI Protocol which forms part of the Withdrawal Agreement seeks to avoid a hard border
on this island, the Common Travel Area provides additional rights to UK and Irish citizens to
live and work in both jurisdictions. The combined effect of the EU-UK Trade and Co-operation
Agreement, the NI Protocol and the Common Travel Area means that procurement opportunities in both jurisdictions remain open to businesses on both sides of the border and the UK.
Public Procurement Contracts

10/02/2021WRO03400

248. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
restrictions and appropriateness of companies with unlimited status from being awarded contracts as part of the public procurement process; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7245/21]
10/02/2021WRO03500

249. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
restrictions and appropriateness of companies registered in jurisdictions that are listed on the
10/02/2021WRO03600
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EU’s blacklist from being awarded contracts as part of the public procurement process; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [7246/21]
250. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
the appropriateness of companies using anonymous trustee ownership structures from being
awarded contracts as part of the public procurement process; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [7247/21]
10/02/2021WRO03700

251. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
appropriateness of companies that use a bearer share ownership structure from being awarded
contracts as part of the public procurement process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7248/21]
10/02/2021WRO03800

252. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the
restrictions and appropriateness of companies that use transfer price transactions from being
awarded contracts as part of the public procurement process; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [7249/21]
10/02/2021WRO03900

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 248 to 252, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRO04000

Public procurement in Ireland is governed by EU Procurement Directives and national legislation and guidance. Public bodies are obliged to act in accordance with these rules and accordingly must observe the general principles of EU law including non-discrimination, the
free movement of goods and services, equal treatment, and proportionality and transparency in
awarding public contracts. They must also ensure that procurement transactions and decisions
are fair, equitable and deliver value for money.
Public procurement procedures require bidders to meet certain standards when applying for
public contracts. The criteria upon which contracting authorities may exclude bidders from the
award procedure of public contracts are set out in Regulation 57 of S.I. No. 284 of 2016 - European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 on public procurement.
The 2016 Regulations contain both compulsory and voluntary grounds for the exclusion of
bidders.
The compulsory grounds for exclusion relate to certain serious offences which are deemed
to preclude award of public contracts to a bidder - at least for a period of time. The compulsory
exclusion grounds must be applied at all stages of a procurement procedure. These are:
- participation in a criminal organisation
- corruption
- fraud
- terrorist offences or offences linked to terrorist activities
- money laundering or terrorist financing
- child labour and human-trafficking related offences
- breach of tax or social security obligations.
Exclusions can only take place where the bidder or a person who is a member of its administrative, management, or supervisory body, or has powers of representation, decision, or
control over it, has been convicted by a final judgment of one of the offences. When invoking
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the grounds for exclusion, a contracting authority must have evidence of a sufficiently robust
nature to withstand any challenge to that decision. In the absence of a binding decision or final
court judgment, the contracting authority may not be in a position to exclude a bidder.
Contracting authorities have discretion to disqualify bidders for competing in a public procurement competition for the following reasons:
- where the contracting authority can demonstrate violations of environmental, social and
labour law obligations including rules on accessibility for disabled persons
- bankruptcy; insolvency or winding-up procedures; assets being administered by liquidator
or by the Court; arrangements with creditors
- where the contracting authority can demonstrate grave professional misconduct
- where a contracting authority has sufficiently plausible indications to conclude that bidders
have entered into agreements with other tenderers aimed at distorting competition
- poor past performance where the candidate has shown significant or persistent deficiencies
in a prior public contract which led to termination, damages or other comparable sanctions
- where a conflict of interest cannot be remedied by any less intrusive means
- where a distortion of competition arises from direct or indirect involvement in the preparation of the procurement procedure
- the bidder has been guilty of serious misinterpretation in supplying information required
for the verification of the absence of Exclusion Grounds or the fulfilment of the Selection Criteria, has withheld such information or is not able to submit supporting documents in relation to
the ESPD (European Single Procurement Document)
- where the bidder has undertaken to unduly influence the decision-making process of the
contracting authority or obtained confidential information which may confer upon it undue advantages in the procurement procedure or where the tenderer has negligently provided misleading information that may have a material influence on decisions concerning exclusion, selection
or award
Where there is a conviction on compulsory exclusionary grounds, a bidder is excluded from
competing for public contracts for a period of 5 years from the date of the relevant conviction. Exclusion on the basis of voluntary exclusion grounds is for a period 3 years from the
date of the relevant event. A bidder has the opportunity to provide evidence at tender stage of
“self-cleaning” measures and must not be excluded if such evidence is considered sufficient.
Such evidence could include, for example, payment of compensation in respect of any damage
caused, active cooperation with investigating authorities by clarifying the facts and circumstances, implementation of technical, organisational or personnel measures that are appropriate
to prevent further misconduct. The self-cleansing option cannot, however, be extended in the
case of exclusion from participation in procurement procedures because of a final court judgment.
Overall, when submitting a tender, bidders must consider whether any of the exclusion
grounds listed in the procurement documents apply to them. Should any of the grounds apply, bidders must advise the contracting authority accordingly. The management of a tendering
process for a public contract is a matter for each contracting authority. It is the responsibility
of each contracting authority to assess that bidders comply with all the requirements of the
process. Contracting authorities may exclude bidders at any time during the procedures in ac120
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cordance with the Regulations. In applying discretionary Exclusion Grounds, contracting authorities should pay particular attention to the principle of proportionality.
Exclusion of bidders on grounds other than those set out in the regulations is open to legal
challenge by the excluded bidders.
Flood Prevention Measures

10/02/2021WRO04500

253. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of efforts to address flooding on the River Inagh. [7282/21]
10/02/2021WRO04600

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): The Office of Public Works (OPW) is responsible for the maintenance of
Arterial Drainage Schemes and catchment drainage schemes designated under the Arterial
Drainage Acts of 1945 and 1995. The Inagh River does not form part of an Arterial Drainage
Scheme. Therefore, the OPW has no responsibilities for the maintenance of the river, nor the
authority to carry out any works there.
10/02/2021WRO04700

The maintenance of all drainage schemes carried out under earlier Acts, known as Drainage
Districts, is the responsibility of the relevant Local Authority.
Legislative Measures

10/02/2021WRO04800

254. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
when the Arterial Drainage Act 1945 was last reviewed; the impacts the provision of the Act are
having on the biodiversity of river systems; if the Act will be reformed to meet the challenges
of the climate crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7336/21]
10/02/2021WRO04900

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): The Arterial Drainage Acts of 1945 and 1995 are kept under review by the
Office of Public Works (OPW). In this regard, the legislation has been amended on a number of
occasions, most recently in 2019, for the purposes of EU Directive on Environmental Impact
Assessment. It has also been amended and Regulations have been made under it for the purposes of the EU Directives on Public Participation, Birds and Natural Habitats and Floods. The
EU Floods Directive is cyclical, requiring a review of the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment,
the Flood Maps and the Flood Risk Management Plans on a six-yearly cycle and it necessitates
climate change considerations to be included in the assessment and planning for flood risk
management. Full details of the amendments and regulations made under the legislation are
available from the Irish Statute Book entry.
10/02/2021WRO05000

The OPW has a statutory duty to maintain Arterial Drainage Schemes carried out under the
Arterial Drainage Acts. These maintenance works are carried out in accordance with relevant
legislation, through a range of environmental assessments, including Strategic Environmental
Assessments, Appropriate Assessments and Ecological Assessments, supported by widespread
stakeholder consultation. Further information on environmental activities and associated environmental assessments and studies are available on the OPW website.
To minimise potential ecological impacts, the OPW undertakes these statutory maintenance
works having regard to a set of procedures called “Environmental Guidance: Drainage Maintenance and Construction”. This guidance was developed in consultation with the National Parks
and Wildlife Service and Inland Fisheries Ireland.
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Garda Stations

10/02/2021WRP00200

255. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of Fitzgibbon Street Garda station; if the second phase of works is currently on schedule to
be completed in March 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7440/21]
10/02/2021WRP00300

Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): The refurbishment works at Fitzgibbon St Garda Station were on schedule
to be completed in March 2021, however, works were suspended on site from 6pm 8th January
2021 in accordance with the current Covid-19 restrictions. A revised completion date will be
provided when the current restrictions on construction works are removed.
10/02/2021WRP00400

National Museum

10/02/2021WRP00500

256. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media the specific funding that has been allocated to the National Museum to allow
it to proceed with the development of the north block of Clarke Square in the Collins Barracks
site to allow for a permanent exhibition on An Gorta Mór as part of its galleries on the History
of Ireland 1600-2000; and her views on whether reduced domestic and international visitor
numbers provides the opportune time to commence the work in preparation for the return to
normality after the pandemic. [7121/21]
10/02/2021WRP00600

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): Officials in my Department are in discussions with the National Museum about the
History of Ireland Galleries proposal. To date, no specific funding has been allocated to the
Museum by my Department for the proposed development of the north block of Clarke Square
at Collins Barracks. However, the ongoing support and development of the National Cultural
Institutions remains a priority for my Department.
10/02/2021WRP00700

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRP00800

257. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media the reason the minimum turnover of €50,000 was included in the criteria for the tourism business continuity scheme; the funding that will be made available for businesses that fall
outside this criteria; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7457/21]
10/02/2021WRP00900

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): The business continuity scheme for strategic businesses tourism sector is administered by Fáilte Ireland. It is focused on addressing the fixed costs of those businesses that are
ineligible for the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS).
10/02/2021WRP01000

It is one of a range of supports that have been introduced for the tourism sector since last
July both at a sectorial level, for example the Fáilte Ireland Adaptation Grant, the Inbound Tour
Operators Scheme and the Coach Tour Operators Scheme, and as part of wider horizontal supports, in particular the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), the CRSS and the ReStart
Grant Scheme.
I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for further details on the business
continuity scheme including the rationale for the eligibility criteria. Please advise my private
office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
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Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRP01100

258. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media if her Department or an agency under her remit has considered action to assist individual clubs with their costs; if she will ensure that sports clubs’ large direct payments,
for example, insurance premiums, will be eligible for assistance in future Covid-19 funding; if
she will examine the issue of sports clubs that were assisted in 2020 but are now ruled out as
not eligible in the new Covid restrictions support scheme given that they will be in difficulty in
2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6330/21]
10/02/2021WRP01200

259. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media if the situation regarding sports clubs that received funding (details supplied)
in 2020 but that are now ruled out as ineligible under the Covid restrictions support scheme will
be reviewed; if the difficulties of sports clubs will be examined; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [6331/21]
10/02/2021WRP01300

Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 258 and 259 together.
10/02/2021WRP01400

A Covid-19 funding package of €85 million was provided last year to support the sport sector. This significant investment benefited all levels of the sport sector, including thousands of
grassroots clubs across the country, and provided some certainty for sporting organisations in
their planning for 2021.
I fully recognise that the financial and operational challenges associated with Covid-19 will
continue well into 2021 and that many clubs will find themselves in financial difficulty again
this year. Additional funding of €26 million was allocated for Sport Ireland in Budget 2021
which will ensure that we can continue to support our valued sport sector. This includes funding
to provide for supports to the sector to meet the ongoing challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Decisions in relation to how funding will be allocated and the criteria to be applied will be made
by Sport Ireland in due course.
In that regard, Sport Ireland is in ongoing communication with the National Governing
Bodies of sport and is assessing the financial needs of the sector for the year ahead. In addition.
I am engaging with the National Governing Bodies both bilaterally and through the Covid-19
Sports Monitoring Group, which met as recently as Thursday 28 January, in regard to any supports which may be required in the period ahead.
National Sports Policy Framework

10/02/2021WRP01600

260. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media the breakdown of the nationwide audit of sport facilities as committed to in the
National Sport Policy 2018-2027 by each of the 31 local authorities in tabular form. [6402/21]
10/02/2021WRP01700

Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Subsequent to the publication of the National Sports Policy
2018-2027, and following consultation with relevant stakeholders, the Government decided
that the scope of the envisaged database should be widened beyond sports facilities to include
important information on, for example, recreational facilities in public spaces and also walking
trails. As set out in the National Sports Policy, the overarching aim is to compile an accessible,
comprehensive and up-to-date national database of facilities, which will inform Government
policy and investment to increase participation in sport and physical activity. This more com10/02/2021WRP01800
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prehensive approach reflects and responds to projected increased information requirements of
society generally where there is growing popularity of informal sporting and recreational activity.
Sport Ireland, supported by Healthy Ireland funding, has completed a detailed feasibility
study. Implementation of this enhanced database project is proceeding on a phased basis, and
I would like to acknowledge the excellent engagement by a wide range of stakeholders. It is
aimed to substantially complete the project, involving the accumulation of information from
existing datasets from local authorities, other State agencies as well as National Governing
Bodies of sport, by the end of 2023.
Covid-19 Tests

10/02/2021WRP01900

261. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media if she will consider supplying antigen testing kits to League of Ireland clubs in
view of the major financial impact Covid-19 testing will have on League of Ireland clubs once
the league resumes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6413/21]
10/02/2021WRP02000

Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I recognise that the operational challenges associated with
Covid-19, including the requirement for testing, has a financial impact for the sport sector,
including League of Ireland clubs. On Thursday 4 February I met with the Chairman and the
CEO of the Football Association of Ireland. During our meeting we had a good discussion on
the resumption of the League of Ireland.
10/02/2021WRP02100

The safe resumption of the league is important for everyone involved and while Covid-19
testing of players is a matter for the FAI and the League of Ireland, I made clear the Government’s support for the resumption of the league and that we will engage with the Association in
regard any additional supports which may be required in the period ahead.
Sports Capital Programme

10/02/2021WRP02200

262. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media if sports capital grant funding has been awarded to a club (details supplied) in
County Kildare since 2015; if so, the amount that has been paid and the amount outstanding; if
there is an impediment for paying outstanding grants; if so, if she will provide details of same;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6631/21]
10/02/2021WRP02300

273. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media the date on which a sports capital grant will issue to a club (details supplied);
and if further information is required in order to release the funding. [7215/21]
10/02/2021WRP02400

Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 262 and 273 together.
10/02/2021WRP02500

The club referred to by the Deputy was provisionally allocated a grant of €81,500 under the
2017 Sports Capital Programme (SCP) for the development of an artificial playing surface and
a further €83,343 under the 2018 SCP towards the provision of floodlights and non-personal
sports equipment.
In accordance with the terms and conditions of the SCP and due to the level of grants received by the club in the past, it is necessary to execute a Deed of Covenant and Charge in order
124

10 February 2021

to protect the public investment in the facility. In this regard I understand that the Chief State
Solicitors Office (CSSO) has been in contact with the club’s solicitors in relation to some outstanding documentation. It will not be possible to provide formal approval for the funding until
the CSSO confirms that all legal formalities have been completed. Once the CSSO confirmation is received there will be no undue delay in paying the grants subject to the other necessary
documentation being submitted by the club.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRP02600

263. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media when applicants seeking funding through the tourism business continuity
scheme will be informed if they have been successful; and the expected time between first application and receipt of funds. [6709/21]
10/02/2021WRP02700

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and fiscal measures to build the
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. A key
measure in the Budget was the provision of business continuity funding to support strategic
tourism businesses to be administered by Fáilte Ireland. The details of the first phase of the
scheme was announced on 1st February and it will contribute to the fixed costs of identified
strategic tourism businesses that are not eligible for CRSS to support their survival.
10/02/2021WRP02800

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for further details on the scheme.
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
Sports Capital Programme

10/02/2021WRP02900

264. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media her plans to increase funding available to local authorities for improving or
creating sea swimming amenities given the increase in the use of such areas, for example, new
points of access and building of changing shelters. [6710/21]
10/02/2021WRP03000

Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is
the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.
10/02/2021WRP03100

It is open to any organisation with a suitable sporting project, including a local authority, to
apply for funding. Further details about the programme can be found on www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie. The Programme has funded safety equipment for sea swimming clubs in the past
and the type of facilities referred to by the Deputy could be applied for. The 2020 round of the
Programme is currently open for applications with a deadline of 5pm on Monday 1st March
2021.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRP03200

265. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media her views on the role played by local newspapers in the battle against Covid-19
and the challenge faced by their business model as a consequence of the Covid-19 restrictions;
and if she will introduce a support scheme similar to the scheme for independent broadcasters.
10/02/2021WRP03300
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[7012/21]
Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): A strong and independent media sector is central to our parliamentary democracy,
freedom of speech and to the provision of quality and impartial information, particularly in the
context of COVID-19. I recognise the essential role that the print media plays in this regard
and the particular value of local and regional newspapers in bringing communities together
and sharing reliable and relevant local news. The production and publication of newspapers,
journals and periodicals and the distribution of those publications has been listed as an essential
service.
10/02/2021WRP03400

The sector faces a fall in revenue arising from the pandemic, but also longer term challenges
as a result of changing patterns of media consumption, technology and shifts in advertising
revenue.
In recognition of these longer term challenges, the Programme for Government provided for
the establishment of the Future of Media Commission to consider the future of print, broadcast,
and online media in a platform agnostic fashion. The Commission, chaired by Professor Brian
MacCraith, recently concluded a public consultation to which a number of stakeholders in the
print sector have made submissions. The Commission is currently in the process of engaging
with key stakeholders in a series of thematic dialogues. I look forward to receiving the Commission’s Report on the completion of its work which will inform media policy, including print
media, over the next 10 years.
The scheme referred to by the Deputy is a statutory scheme provided for under Part 10 of
the Broadcasting Act 2009 and largely funded by the television licence. It is limited by statute
to audiovisual and sound media and is administered by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland.
There is no equivalent statutory scheme for the print sector and the BAI has no function in
funding the print sector. As the Deputy will appreciate it is of particular importance in relation
to media organisations to avoid any perception of Government interference or influence and the
funding of newspapers is therefore a complex issue. I am however cognisant of the importance
of this sector, and the financial issues which it currently faces.
Since I assumed formal responsibility for the media sector in September 2020, I have engaged in meeting key stakeholders including Newsbrands, Local Ireland and the National Union
of Journalists (NUJ). Work is continuing to explore the issues arising, with a follow up meeting
between my officials and the NUJ taking place on 3rd February and a further meeting with Local Ireland has been scheduled for Wednesday 17th February. In addition, the Government has
put in place a range of supports for all businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, which
are available to local newspapers.
Arts Funding

10/02/2021WRP03500

266. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media if matters raised in correspondence (details supplied) will be examined. [7046/21]
10/02/2021WRP03600

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): An allocation of €50 million was made in Budget 2021 for the live performance
sector. It is intended that the rollout of the funding would include measures that will build on
grant schemes launched under the July stimulus, such as the pilot “Live Performance Support
Scheme” and the “Music Industry Support Package”.
10/02/2021WRP03700

Over €5 million in funding was provided through the pilot “Live Performance Support
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Scheme” to assist commercial venues, producers and promoters to plan live performances
across the country, with a total of 59 organisations benefitting from the scheme. The main
objective of this pilot scheme was to provide employment opportunities in this uncertain time
and allow commercial organisers of live performances to prepare productions for either a live
audience or to share content through streaming. My Department continues to receive very positive feedback in relation to this pilot scheme. Officials are now compiling data in relation to
the scheme and these findings will be published shortly. Officials have gained valuable insights
from these schemes and will apply these learnings when allocating funding this year.
Other measures are also under consideration including those which have emerged from
engagement with the sector and with stakeholders. This engagement is ongoing and it is hoped
that further details and decisions will be announced shortly.
Under the current Level 5 restrictions supports such as the PUP and the CRSS will continue
to be made available to those impacted. Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) is also
available to help maintain people in jobs. Further details of the range of government supports
available to help businesses impacted by the COVID-19 crisis can be viewed at the following
link, https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/Government-supports-to-COVID-19-impacted-businesses.html.
In addition to these measures, I am working with officials and Government colleagues to
progress the recommendations set out in the Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce.
Tourism Funding

10/02/2021WRP03800

267. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media if she will address the matters raised in correspondence by a person (details
supplied) on their business difficulties; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7072/21]
10/02/2021WRP03900

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and fiscal measures to build the
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. A
key measure in the Budget was the provision of funding for a €55 million business continuity
scheme to support strategic tourism businesses to be administered by Fáilte Ireland. The scheme
will contribute to the fixed costs of identified strategic tourism businesses that are not eligible
for CRSS to support their survival. The first phase will be open for applications on 11 February
and Fáilte Ireland will consider the need for further phases of funding as the scheme evolves.
10/02/2021WRP04000

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for further details on the scheme.
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRP04100

268. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media if she plans to provide additional funding to the Fáilte Ireland coach continuity
scheme in recognition of the increased financial burden of coach tour operators as a result of the
new prolonged restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7078/21]
10/02/2021WRP04200

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): The July Stimulus and Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and fiscal
measures to build the resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses
10/02/2021WRP04300
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across all sectors. As part of this a dedicated fund of €10million was introduced for a Coach
Tourism Business Continuity Scheme in the last quarter of 2020. Fáilte Ireland are processing
applications for this scheme.
In regard to the future, as with other sectors, the Government will continue to assess the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the economy and to ensure that appropriate supports are
in place to mitigate the economic impacts of the pandemic.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRP04400

269. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media if she will publish the list of companies that availed of the Fáilte Ireland coach
continuity scheme; the amount of funding received by each company; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [7079/21]
10/02/2021WRP04500

270. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media the number of companies that received funding from the Fáilte Ireland coach continuity scheme; the average amount allocated to each company; if the entire allocation of funding
has been expended; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7080/21]
10/02/2021WRP04600

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 269 and 270 together.
10/02/2021WRP04700

The administration of the Coach Tourism Business Continuity Scheme is an operational
matter for Fáilte Ireland. Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s questions to them for further
information and direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within
ten working days.
Pension Provisions

10/02/2021WRP04900

271. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media when a decision will be made on the recommendation for a 2% increase in
pensions payments in a scheme (details supplied) given the scheme appears to be in a position
to fund the increase; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7111/21]
10/02/2021WRP05000

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): As Minister for Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media, I
have responsibility for the governance of RTÉ to ensure the company is fully compliant with
the Code of Practice for the Governance of State bodies and the governance functions included
in the legislative and regulatory framework for broadcasting.
10/02/2021WRP05100

The RTÉ Superannuation Scheme is a funded, contributory defined benefit scheme, established under legislation and sponsored by RTÉ. The scheme is managed by a board of trustees
who have responsibility for overseeing the schemes’ operations, including the investment of the
schemes’ assets.
In December 2020, the proposal for a 2% pension increase was submitted to my Department
seeking my approval, as required under the governing legislation. In addition, Section 85 of the
RTÉ Superannuation Scheme provides for authorisation of increases, from time to time, and
this is for determination by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.
The matter is currently under review, in consultation with the Department of Public Expen128

10 February 2021

diture and Reform and a decision will be made on the matter when those consultations have
concluded.
Tourism Ireland

10/02/2021WRP05200

272. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media when the funding which was provided to Tourism Ireland in 2020 will be allocated
to the coach industry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7180/21]
10/02/2021WRP05300

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): The administration of the Coach Tourism Business Continuity Scheme is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland. Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for
further information and direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply
within ten working days.
10/02/2021WRP05400

Question No. 273 answered with Question No. 262.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRQ00200

274. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media the number of individual performers who received employment through the
live performance support scheme (details supplied). [7221/21]
10/02/2021WRQ00300

275. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media if a report will be produced on the success or otherwise of the live performance
support scheme before the scheme is implemented again; when such a report will be completed
and published; and when a decision will be made on the continuation of the scheme. [7222/21]
10/02/2021WRQ00400

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 274 and 275 together.
10/02/2021WRQ00500

Over €5 million in funding was provided through the pilot Live Performance Support
Scheme (LPSS) to assist commercial venues, producers and promoters to plan live performances across the country, with a total of 59 organisations benefitting from the scheme. The
main objective of this pilot scheme was to provide employment opportunities in this uncertain
time and allow commercial organisers of live performances to prepare productions for either a
live audience or to share content through streaming.
My Department continues to receive very positive feedback in relation to this pilot scheme.
Officials in my Department are compiling data in relation to the pilot Live Performance Support
Scheme including information relating to performances and these findings will be published
shortly. The Deputy should note, however, that the LPSS aimed to provide employment and
income to a wide range of creatives, crew and support staff and not just to performers. In fact,
performers made up a minority of the people who benefited from the scheme. For example, the
Live Venue Collective received 23 of the 59 grants, published a post event report. The Report
showed that of 2,110 people who were engaged to work, 655 were artists. The Report which
lists all of the participating artists and bands is available at the following link:
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f8da465d3ff107278a2df78/t/6016c586264e010802
345ab0/1612105148938/LVC_Post+Event+Report_FINAL.pdf.
An allocation of €50 million was made in Budget 2021 for the live performance sector. It is
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intended that the rollout of the funding would include measures that will build on grant schemes
launched under the July stimulus, such as the pilot Live Performance Support Scheme and the
Music Industry Support Package. Officials have gained valuable insights from these schemes
and will apply these learnings when allocating funding this year. Other measures are also under
consideration including those which have emerged from engagement with the sector and with
stakeholders. This engagement is ongoing and it is hoped that further details and decisions will
be announced shortly.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRQ00700

276. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media her plans to provide long-awaited supports for artists, musicians and
events workers who have benefited neither from the Covid restrictions support scheme as they
are without premises nor from the selective and competitive live performance support scheme
which depends on an easing of Covid-19 restrictions; and the way in which these workers that
are without supports since March 2020 are expected to pay mortgages, loans and bills. [7223/21]
10/02/2021WRQ00800

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): An allocation of €50 million was made in Budget 2021 for the live performance
sector. It is intended that the rollout of the funding would include measures that will build on
grant schemes launched under the July stimulus, such as the pilot “Live Performance Support
Scheme” and the “Music Industry Support Package”.
10/02/2021WRQ00900

Over €5 million in funding was provided through the pilot “Live Performance Support
Scheme” to assist commercial venues, producers and promoters to plan live performances
across the country, with a total of 59 organisations benefiting from the scheme. The main objective of the pilot scheme was to provide employment opportunities in this uncertain time and
allow commercial organisers of live performances to prepare productions for either a live audience or to share content through streaming.
Officials have gained valuable insights from these schemes and will apply these learnings
when allocating funding this year. The operation of the pilot Live Performance Support Scheme
clearly demonstrated the versatility of the live entertainment sectors and particularly showed
that staging high quality live entertainment does not depend on an easing of Covid-19 restrictions. Since mid-November throughout the Christmas period, and continuing even now, the
scheme has provided a pipeline of streamed live performances. On 31 January the Landmark
Production of Happy Days was streamed live to theatre lovers in Ireland and across the world
from the Olympia Theatre. This week can I invite the Deputy to watch Aslan live from the
Irish National Event Centre by tuning into the Live At The INEC series every Monday at RTÉ
Culture.
Other measures are also under consideration including those which have emerged from
engagement with the sector and with stakeholders. This engagement is ongoing and it is hoped
that further details and decisions will be announced shortly.
Under the current Level 5 restrictions supports such as the PUP and the CRSS will continue
to be made available to those impacted. Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) is also
available to help maintain people in jobs. Further details of the range of government supports
available to help businesses impacted by the COVID-19 crisis can be viewed at the following link - https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/
Government-supports-to-COVID-19-impacted-businesses.html.
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Cruinnithe an Aire

10/02/2021WRQ01000

277. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir,
Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán an ndéanfaidh sí na daoine a bhí i láthair ag na cruinnithe ar Shráid Chill Dara atá luaite ar dhialann an Aire Stáit don 5 Lúnasa agus 11 Lúnasa 2020
faoi na teidil Gaeltacht meetings etc agus Gaeltacht meetings, agus miontuairiscí na gcruinnithe
sin a lua, agus ar bhain na cruinnithe sin le hoifigigh inmheánacha sa Roinn amháin nó le haon
ghrúpaí nó eagraíochtaí seachtracha eile, agus na grúpaí sin a lua má bhain. [7267/21]
10/02/2021WRQ01100

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): Ba mhaith liom a chuir in iúl don Teachta gur cruinnithe inmheánacha Gaeltachta le
hoifigigh iad an dá chruinniú an 5 agus 11 Lúnasa, 2020.
10/02/2021WRQ01200

Cruinnithe an Aire

10/02/2021WRQ01300

278. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon,
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cé a bhí i gceist le MNH atá luaite ar dhialann an Aire Stáit agus
a bhaineann le cruinniú ar 9 a.m. an 9 Deireadh Fómhair 2020. [7268/21]
10/02/2021WRQ01400

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine
Martin): Cruinniú dáilcheantair a bhí an chruinniú MNH i mo dhialann agus ní raibh baint aige
le mo ról mar Aire Stáit.
10/02/2021WRQ01500

Cruinnithe an Aire

10/02/2021WRQ01600

279. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir,
Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán an sonróidh sí liosta de na heagraíochtaí go léir, idir
chomhlachtaí poiblí agus eagraíochtaí deonacha, lenar bhuail an tAire nó an tAire Stáit chun
plé a dhéanamh ar chúrsaí Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta ó ceapadh iad sna hoifigí sin suas go dtí an
lá inniu. [7269/21]
10/02/2021WRQ01700

Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Thug an tAire Catherine Martin agus mé féin faoinár ndialanna a fhoilsiú de réir an Achta um Shaoráil Faisnéise agus de réir an Achta um Chosaint
Sonraí.
10/02/2021WRQ01800

Bíonn dialanna na hAirí ar fáil ar suíomh Gréasáin na Roinne.
Is féidir teacht orthu anseo https://www.gov.ie/ga/eolas-eagraiochtai/32666-dialann-nanairi/.
Cruinnithe an Aire

10/02/2021WRQ01900

280. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon,
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán an sonróidh sí liosta de na heagraíochtaí go léir, idir chomhlachtaí
poiblí agus eagraíochtaí deonacha, lenar bhuail an tAire nó an tAire Stáit chun plé a dhéanamh
ar chúrsaí spóirt ó ceapadh iad sna hoifigí sin suas go dtí an lá inniu. [7270/21]
10/02/2021WRQ02000

Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Thug an tAire Catherine Martin agus mé féin faoinár ndi10/02/2021WRQ02100
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alanna a fhoilsiú de réir an Achta um Shaoráil Faisnéise agus de réir an Achta um Chosaint
Sonraí.
Bíonn dialanna na hAirí ar fáil ar suíomh Gréasáin na Roinne.
Is féidir teacht orthu anseo https://www.gov.ie/ga/eolas-eagraiochtai/32666-dialann-nanairi/.
Cruinnithe an Aire

10/02/2021WRQ02200

281. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon,
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán ar labhair sí nó an tAire Stáit riamh leis an Aire Sláinte faoin
ndroch-thionchar a bhí agus atá ag ráig Covid-19 ar phobal na Gaeltachta, agus an ndéanfaidh
sí sonraí a thabhairt dúinn faoi aon chruinniú nó comhrá faoin méid sin. [7271/21]
10/02/2021WRQ02300

Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Is rí-mhinic a bhíonn plé ag bord an Rialtais maidir le cúrsaí
COVID-19 agus an tionchar atá aige ar phobal na hÉireann i gcoitinne, pobal na Gaeltachta san
áireamh.
10/02/2021WRQ02400

Aithníonn an Rialtas gur tréimhse dhúshlánach í seo do phobal na tíre trí chéile agus go
bhfuil tionchar á imirt ag COVID-19 ar gach éinne.
Mar is eol don Teachta, tá roinnt tacaíochtaí curtha ar fáil ag mo Roinn ó thús na paindéime
chun cuidiú leis na hearnálacha a thagann faoi scáth na Roinne.
Cuireadh ciste éigeandála ar fáil an samhradh seo caite chun tacú le cobhsú earnáil na
gcoláistí samhraidh Gaeilge sa Ghaeltacht. Faoin gciste cobhsaithe, íocadh thart ar €2.7m le
húdaráis na gcoláistí le cur ar a gcumas táillí/éarlais a aisíoc le tuismitheoirí, agus íocadh thart
ar €1.6m leis an 700 teaghlach Gaeltachta atá cláraithe faoi scéim na Roinne.
Maidir leis an tréimhse seo romhainn, tá sé idir dhá cheann na meá an mbeifear in ann
dul ar aghaidh le cúrsaí an samhradh seo. Chuige sin, tá go leor oibre ar bun ag mo Roinn in
éineacht le páirtithe leasmhara, lena n-áirítear an Roinn Oideachais, na húdaráis sláinte agus
scáthghrúpa na gcoláistí samhraidh, CONCOS, chun treoirlínte COVID-19 a ullhmú do na
coláistí samhraidh.
Mar is eol don Teachta, fógraíodh €14.8m breise d’earnáil na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta sa
cháinaisnéis don bhliain seo agus ciallaíonn sé sin go bhfuil maoiniú iomlán d’os cionn €78m
ar fáil anois d’earnáil na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta in 2021.
Leis an gcistíocht bhreise seo, beidh mo Roinn féin, Foras na Gaeilge agus Údarás na Gaeltachta in ann níos mó airgid a dháileadh ar ghrúpaí pobail ar fud an oileáin a bhfuil obair den
scoth ar bun acu ar son na teanga.
Chomh maith leis sin, cheadaigh an Rialtas maoiniú breise don Roinn seo mar chuid den
Phlean Spreagtha Post i mí Iúil 2020, ina raibh soláthar caipitil €8m breise d’Údarás na Gaeltachta in 2020 chun uasghrádú riachtanach a dhéanamh ar a stoc foirgneamh agus ar chórais
chóireála uisce.
Tá measúnacht déanta ag mo Roinn ar thionchar an Bhreatimeachta agus COVID-19 ar
Údarás na Gaeltachta agus ar a chliantchuideachtaí. Chuige sin, tá maoiniú breise €8.1m san
iomlán ceadaithe d’Údarás na Gaeltachta in 2021 mar seo a leanas:
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- €4.45m breise in airgead caipitil á chur ar fáil d’Údarás na Gaeltachta chun fostaíochta
a chruthú agus chun cliaint-chomhlachtaí an Údaráis a chosaint ón mBreatimeacht agus ón
bpaindéim;
- beagnach €3m eile á chur isteach i mbuiséad riaracháin an Údaráis. Saoróidh sé seo airgead
a ghinneann an tÚdarás óna chuid acmhainní féin le caitheamh ar obair fhorbartha pobail agus
teanga agus ar chothabháil maoine, rud atá éilithe ag an eagraíocht le blianta beaga anuas.
- allúntas breise de €700,000 a chur ar fáil don Údarás le cur i dtreo obair na gcomharchumann Ghaeltachta agus forbairt óige, luathbhlianta agus na n-ealaíon sa Ghaeltacht de réir mar
a aithnítear na tosaíochtaí.
Maidir leis an gcistíocht bhreise do mo Roinn féin, lena n-áirítear an Clár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga, mar aon leis an bpróiseas pleanála teanga agus Foras na Gaeilge, tá airgead
ceadaithe mar seo a leanas:
- beagnach €2.4m breise á chur isteach i Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge na Roinne.
- beagnach €1.8m breise á chur isteach i gcomhoibriú thuaidh-theas a thabharfaidh an chéad
ardú san allúntas d’Fhoras na Gaeilge ó 2016; agus,
- €1.3m breise ar fáil don phróiseas pleanála teanga chun tacú leis na pobail éagsúla taobh
istigh agus taobh amuigh den Gaeltacht a gcuid pleananna a chur i bhfeidhm agus a ullmhú
de réir mar a bhaineann, chomh maith le roinnt bearta ar leas an phróisis a mhaoiniú ar bhonn
lárnach.
Is fiú a nótáil chomh maith go bhfuil €3.5m breise ó allúntas na Roinne do na Meáin ag dul
go TG4, rud a chuirfidh go mór le cur i bhfeidhm ghealltanais atá sonraithe sa Straitéis 20 Bliain
don Ghaeilge.
Anuas air seo uile, tá cliaint-chomhlachtaí de chuid Údarás na Gaeltachta agus comhlachtaí
Gaeltachta i gcoitinne in ann tairbhe a bhaint as bearta náisiúnta eile chun dul i ngleic leis an
mBreatimeacht agus COVID-19. San áireamh leis seo, mar a fógraíodh sa Bhuiséad, tá an Ciste
Tacaíochta um Shrianta COVID-19.
Wildlife Control

10/02/2021WRQ02500

282. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the derogation that allows the shooting of wood pigeons causing damage to crops will be
extended beyond April 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6800/21]
10/02/2021WRQ02600

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I refer the Deputy to the reply to Question No 288 of 3 February
2021.
10/02/2021WRQ02700

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRQ02800

283. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will address a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied). [6332/21]
10/02/2021WRQ02900

288. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the rationale for allowing social housing sites to remain open; if he will consider reopening
10/02/2021WRQ03000
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private housing estates to allow private and social houses to be classified as essential; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6447/21]
289. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
if he will allow construction work to recommence on improvement works supported through
the housing aid for older people, mobility aid and housing adaptation grants; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [6449/21]
10/02/2021WRQ03100

310. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if financial support is available to those who have had renovations or house builds delayed
due to Covid-19 restrictions and have incurred additional financial delays due to same such as
extended renting. [6585/21]
10/02/2021WRQ03200

311. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if consideration will be given to those renovating single properties who are unable to occupy the properties due to the continued construction and renovation on the properties under
current Covid-19 restrictions. [6586/21]
10/02/2021WRQ03300

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 283, 288, 289, 310 and 311 together.
10/02/2021WRQ03400

The Government announced that additional public health restrictions would apply under
Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19 on 6 January 2021. The additional restrictions
required all construction activity to cease from 6pm on Friday 8 January, with a number of exceptions. These measures are set out in the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) Regulations 2020 (as amended).
These exemptions included certain social housing developments which meet criteria outlined in the regulations and for housing adaptation grants where the person in respect of whom
the grant is payable consents to such works of adaptation being undertaken in his or her home.
With regard to private housing development, the Regulations provide that housing and construction works ongoing on 8 January could continue where the works required to render the
property capable of occupation were scheduled for completion by 31 January 2021
On 26 January, the Government announced that the current level 5 restrictions will remain
until 5 March 2021. Accordingly, no extension has been provided beyond 31 January in respect
of private housing development. These restrictions on construction will remain in place until 5
March.

10/02/2021WRQ03500

Housing Policy

284. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the policy he is following with respect to social integration of housing; if that applies
to new housing estates that are being part or wholly long leased for 25 years by local authorities;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6351/21]
10/02/2021WRQ03600

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
Sustainable communities are created in neighbourhoods where an efficient use of land, high
quality urban design and effective integration with the physical and social infrastructure such
as public transport, schools, amenities and other facilities combine to create places people want
to live in. Additional features of sustainable communities include:
10/02/2021WRQ03700
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- compact, energy efficient and high quality urban development;
- tenure mix with a wide range of accommodation types;
- accessibility via public transport networks and also meeting the needs of the pedestrian
and cyclist; and
- provision of a good range of amenities and services within easy and safe walking distance
of homes.
These policies were adopted by the Department in its 2007 publication “Delivering Homes
Sustaining Communities” and confirmed in the subsequent 2014 document “Social Housing
Strategy 2020”.
Subject to limited exemptions for projects of 4 dwellings or less, all leasing proposals are
submitted to my Department by local authorities for review and to ensure that the project complies with the terms of the relevant leasing scheme; that there are sufficient funds available;
and that the project is sustainable in the long-term and represents value for money. The local
authority is also required to examine the proposal and report to my Department that it is suitable to meet housing need in the local area; that the properties comply with relevant standards
and regulatory requirements; and that the objectives of the Department’s policy on sustainable
communities, as set out above, are being met. Proposals under the Leasing Programme, as with
all forms of social housing, must demonstrate that they do not conflict with the mixed dwelling
type/mixed tenure dimension of the overall sustainable communities’ objective. This reflects
the broad objectives of sustainable communities which are at the heart of the Government’s
housing policy.
Social and Affordable Housing

10/02/2021WRQ03800

285. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the number of housing units that have been leased for social housing since 1 September 2020 to date; the locations of same, in tabular form; the developer in each case; the number
of units in each development; the length of time each lease has been agreed for; the cost of each;
the number agreed in principle and not as yet finalised, respectively; the locations of each; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6352/21]
10/02/2021WRQ03900

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
To end September 2020, 722 homes were delivered under the Social Housing Leasing Programme in 2020. A breakdown of the delivery by location can be found on my Department’s
website at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housingprovision/?referrer=http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/
overall-social-housing-provision#social-housing-current-expenditure-programme-shcep.
10/02/2021WRQ04000

Leasing delivery data for Q4 2020 is being collated at present and will be published as soon
as that process is finalised. Details of the developer involved in each social housing leasing
project are not held by my Department. That level of granular detail would be kept at local level.
The total expenditure for leasing up to end 2020, together with the average cost and agreement length of a new unit in 2020, is set out in Table 1 below. There are some further claims due
into my Department in respect of 2020 delivery.
Table 1: Leasing Expenditure 2020
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Total 2020 Leasing Expenditure

Average Annual Leasing Cost (New Unit) 2020

Average Annual Agreement Length (New Unit)
2020

€78,342,768

€13,389

19.6 years

To date, my Department has approved local authority applications for the delivery of a
further 2,864 homes under the leasing delivery stream up to end 2022. This figure includes
homes that were approved, and due for delivery in Q4 2020, but have not yet been confirmed
as delivered as part of the Department’s quarterly statistical process. Additional homes may be
delivered through the delegated sanction allowed to each local authority. A breakdown by Local
Authority can be found in Table 2 below.
Table 2: Approved for Delivery under Leasing from Q4 2020 to End 2022
Carlow
Cavan
Clare
Cork City
Cork County
DLR
Donegal
Dublin City
Fingal
Galway City
Galway County
Kerry
Kildare
Kilkenny
Laois
Leitrim
Limerick
Longford
Louth
Mayo
Meath
Monaghan
Offaly
Roscommon
Sligo
South Dublin
Tipperary
Waterford
Westmeath
Wexford
Wicklow
Total

Total Leasing
37
18
41
246
71
191
20
563
132
15
49
27
330
29
30
11
119
15
97
39
85
14
57
13
16
274
49
42
57
41
136
2,864

Water Quality

10/02/2021WRQ04100

286. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been drawn to the fact that a boil water notice has been in place in the
10/02/2021WRQ04200
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villages of Golden, Kilfeacle and Thomastown in County Tipperary for almost 12 months; and
the measures taken to ensure that a usable water supply is returned as soon as possible without
further delay. [6401/21]
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels and the Minister has no
function in relation to this matter, under section 7 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013.
10/02/2021WRQ04300

Furthermore, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as environmental regulator, is
responsible for setting quality standards and enforcing compliance with EU Directives and national regulations for the provision of drinking water.
However, from enquiries which my Department has made with Irish Water, I understand
that a precautionary Boil Water Notice for the area supplied by the Galtee Regional Water Supply Scheme was issued following consultation between Irish Water, Tipperary County Council
and the Health Service Executive (HSE). The notice was issued after scheduled network testing
identified low chlorine levels in an area between Kilfeacle, Golden and Thomastown.
Remedial works carried out to date have enabled the removal of approximately 40 properties between Tipperary Town and Golden from the Boil Water Notice. Works are still ongoing
to ensure an appropriate level of chlorine remains in the water to maintain disinfection of the
supply for the remaining customers affected by this notice including the installation of additional flush valves on the network and a chlorine dosing system. A programme of flushing in the
network to improve circulation of flows in this area is also continuing.
Irish Water and Tipperary County Council are continuing to work as a matter of priority to
resolve this issue and in addition to the short-term remedial actions noted above, are progressing with the design of a longer term solution that would involve the replacement of a length of
water main along the N74 between Kilfeakle and Thomastown.
In the meantime, the water quality will continue to be monitored to determine if the remedial measures have been successful. Once the monitoring results verify the satisfactory residual
chlorine levels and that drinking water quality is in compliance with the Drinking Water Regulations, then Irish Water will consult with the HSE to determine whether the Boil Water Notice
can be lifted.
It may be helpful to note that Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from public representatives. The team can be contacted via email to
oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.
Planning Issues

10/02/2021WRQ04400

287. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if consideration will be given to extending the observation period for planning applications for SHD during Covid-19 (details supplied). [6433/21]
10/02/2021WRQ04500

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Peter Burke): The planning system continues to operate during the current Covid
Level 5 restrictions subject to appropriate safety protocols and services operating online where
feasible.
10/02/2021WRQ04600

For the purpose of giving legal effect to the current Level 5 restrictions announced by the
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Government, new Regulations have been made by the Minister for Health entitled the Health
Act 1947 (Section 31A – Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) (No.2)
Regulations 2021 (S.I. No. 29 of 2021) which will continue in operation until 5 March 2021.
These Regulations classify “statutory planning system activities, insofar as they cannot be carried out remotely” as an “essential service”, as specified at paragraph 14, Part 2 of the Schedule
to the Regulations concerning public administration, emergency services and defence. This
enables the staff of planning authorities and An Bord Pleanála to travel to and from their offices
as may be required for the performance of their statutory functions. It also enables such staff to
perform related statutory functions including site visits and inspections as well as enforcement
activity subject to public health and social distancing requirements.
In addition, for the purpose of facilitating continued public participation in the planning process during the Level 5 restrictions, regulation 4(1) of the above Regulations provides that an
applicable person shall not leave his or her place of resident without reasonable excuse. Regulation 4(2) in this regard provides that such reasonable excuse includes the possibility to attend
the offices of a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála to engage in a statutory planning process (including making or inspecting a planning application or appeal, making an observation
or submission, or participating in a Development Plan process) or to inspect a site notice. The
foregoing arrangements enabling planning authority staff to perform their statutory functions
and facilitating continued public participation in the planning process have enabled the planning system to remain open for business to the extent possible during the current restrictions.
An Bord Pleanála (the Board) introduced an on-line facility to accept public observations
relating to planning applications for Strategic Housing Developments and the associated required fee in November 2020 and this facility is currently in operation for those cases only. The
Board intends to use its experience with this initial pilot project to inform its development of
similar facilities for other case types, including other strategic infrastructure development cases
and planning appeals, and it is intended to advance these during the current year. Details of the
pilot project arrangements are available on the Board’s website at www.pleanala.ie.
The Board is also currently in the process of finalising the development of a new upgraded
website which will be more user-friendly and informative. The new website is currently scheduled to go live before the end of Quarter 1 2021. This will further help to improve communications and interaction between An Bord Pleanála and the public.
My Department, in consultation with the County and City Management Association, continues to monitor the ongoing situation in planning authorities across the country and is keeping
the situation under review.
Questions Nos. 288 and 289 answered with Question No. 283.
Coastal Protection

10/02/2021WRQ04900

290. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the number of times the national coastal change management strategy steering group
has met since its first meeting was held in late August, early September 2020; the exact dates of
each meeting; the list of attendees for each meeting; the bodies or agencies they represent; the
items discussed at each meeting; the decisions made; the target date for the group to deliver its
initial findings to him; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6453/21]
10/02/2021WRQ05000

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Peter Burke): The National Coastal Change Management Strategy Steering Group
10/02/2021WRQ05100
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is jointly chaired by my Department and the Office of Public Works (OPW). The Group is
comprised of senior officials from the Department of Communications, Climate Action and the
Environment, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Met Éireann, and
the County and City Management Association. The Group met for the first time on 3 September
2020.
Further to the meeting of the Steering Group in September, a technical working group has
also been established under the stewardship of the OPW. The work of this group has focused
on the identification and initial analysis of data sources, to underpin the work of the Steering
Group.
Since the initial meeting in September, the work of the Steering Group is being progressed
through a series of bilateral meetings to scope out the extent of the issues, including, inter alia,
the threats and effects of coastal change as they relate to the remit of the individual Steering
Group members and the wider stakeholders. At this stage of the process these bilateral engagements are considered to be the most effective approach to progressing the scoping work prior to
reconvening the Group. This phase of the work is currently being finalised and I understand that
the Steering Group will reconvene in the coming weeks to build further on the progress made
with a view to initial reporting to Government as soon as possible.
Planning Guidelines

10/02/2021WRQ05200

291. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the exact legislative guidance for local authorities on the status of live planning applications when a new county development plan comes into effect; if applications will be adjudicated
on the old or new development plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6509/21]
10/02/2021WRQ05300

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Peter Burke): Section 34(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended
(the Act), provides that when making its decision on a planning application, the planning authority shall be restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the
area having regard to the provisions of the local development plan as well as a number of other
factors including any guidelines issued by the Minister under section 28 of the Act, the policy
of the Government, the Minister or any other Minister of the Government.
10/02/2021WRQ05400

A development plan made under section 12 of the Act shall have effect 6 weeks from the
day that it is made. Where a proposed development would contravene materially the development plan or local area plan, a planning authority may, notwithstanding any other provision of
the Act, decide to grant permission through the prescribed process set out in section 34(6) of
the Act. This process includes placing a notice in at least one daily newspaper circulating in the
area of any proposed material contravention of a plan, notifying prescribed parties of any such
proposal, offering them and the public the opportunity to make submissions on the proposal
within 4 weeks of the notice or notification, the preparation of a report by the Chief Executive
on the proposed material contravention taking into account any submissions received and ultimately, the adoption of a resolution by the elected members approving the proposal of the Chief
Executive to grant permission.
Housing Issues

10/02/2021WRQ05500

10/02/2021WRQ05600

292. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri139
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tage if he will commission the Housing Agency or another appropriate body to undertake a
comparative study of housing and apartment construction and professional fee costs in the
public and private sector to determine the reason for the recent significant increase in costs in a
number of social housing tenders in Dublin City Council. [6510/21]
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
My Department assesses, approves and records local authority social housing delivery costs
for each project submitted for funding approval. As part of this process submitted costs are
reviewed, taking cognisance of the particular circumstances of each project and the context of
the overall housing need. On occasion, tender approval has been withheld by my Department
or only a reduced budget approved, where costs were at a level which could not be justified.
10/02/2021WRQ05700

As SHIP-funded construction projects by local authorities must, like all publicly-funded
construction programmes, comply with the Public Spending Code and Capital Works Management Framework, my Department periodically issues Unit Cost Ceilings (UCCs) for each local
authority area, for use as a key benchmark for the development and costing of scheme designs
at capital appraisal stage.
To monitor tender cost trends and to inform the UCC levels, my Department analyses the
tender data for the construction cost element of new build schemes approved under the SHIP
and CAS four stage pre-construction process as well as the purchase costs for turnkey and Part
V projects at final approval stage for each unit type, where sufficient information is available
to allow such costs to be extrapolated and where the information available is appropriate for
comparison purposes.
My Department have recently undertaken a high level analysis of tender price construction
costs for social housing over the period 2017 to 2020. This analysis provides the average unit
cost for construction.
Following a recent report from Dublin City Council (DCC) Housing Department on average
costs my Department have engaged with it in relation to the points it has made on tender prices
in respect of a selection of recent tender competitions run by them. An exercise is on-going
with DCC to ensure that costs it used for analysis and reporting align with the approved funding
budgets provided by my Department.
My Department intends to engage with the SCSI to further review issues raised in the recently published SCSI report on apartment delivery costs.

10/02/2021WRR00200

Homelessness Strategy

293. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his views on the policy of Dublin City Council and the Dublin Regional Homeless Executive of removing tents being used by persons sleeping rough in Dublin City and when removing
these tents to remove and destroy the person belongings of the persons sleeping rough; and if
he will request Dublin City Council to discontinue this practice. [6511/21]
10/02/2021WRR00300

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing
homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of emergency
accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities.
10/02/2021WRR00400
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The specific matter referred to by the Deputy is primarily a matter for Dublin City Council
and the Dublin Region Homeless Executive as the relevant authorities and I understand that
they have issued a public statement outlining the operational reasons for their actions and the
manner in which it was carried out.
It is vital that we continue to deliver the appropriate measures to ensure that all individuals experiencing homelessness are supported to exit into permanent housing solutions and that
those with complex health and mental health needs are provided with the supports they need.
My Department is working closely with the Department of Health, the HSE and local authorities in respect of these issues.
The Programme for Government includes measures targeted specifically at those experiencing homelessness with complex needs. It commits to the continued expansion of Housing First,
and, importantly, ensuring that health and mental health supports are provided. The provision
of addiction and mental health supports has featured prominently in meetings of the High Level
Homelessness Task Force that I established and in my regular interactions with the Minister for
Health.
Engaging directly with rough sleepers is vital and this engagement is first and foremost to
encourage those rough sleeping to avail of shelter. Critically, it also allows their health needs to
be assessed and provided for. Services operate throughout the year with an increased emphasis
during cold weather periods.
Our overriding objective is to provide long-term homes for all individuals experiencing
homelessness.

10/02/2021WRR00500

Social and Affordable Housing

294. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage his views on the recent significant rise in tender prices for social housing developments
in Dublin City Council; and if he will examine the use of multi-annual framework agreements
and breaking up larger development sites into tenders for enabling works and sub-lots of social
housing within the social housing developments to increase competition and ensure value for
money for the taxpayer in the delivery of social housing. [6512/21]
10/02/2021WRR00600

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
My Department assesses, approves and records local authority social housing delivery costs
for each project submitted for funding approval. As part of the process submitted costs are
reviewed, taking cognisance of the particular circumstances of each project and the context of
the overall housing need. On occasion, tender approval has been withheld by my Department
or only a reduced budget approved, where costs were at a level which could not be justified.
10/02/2021WRR00700

There have been two recent reports on the costs of construction, ‘The Real Costs of New
Apartment Delivery’ published by the Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland (SCSI) and ‘Construction costs for direct-build Dublin City Council residential developments’, a report to the
DCC Housing SPC by DCC.
The SCSI report ‘The Real Costs of New Apartment Delivery’, is an analysis based on real
market data on the typical overall cost of development for apartments in the Dublin area.
This report is an update on a similar study/report published in 2017 and its findings are
based upon market conditions on the costs of 2-bedroom apartments. The data was collected
from 49 apartment schemes (comprising c. 9,500 units in total). As there is a large variance in
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the type and size of apartment schemes being developed, the data collected was classified into
four types - Suburban (low-rise); Suburban (medium-rise); Urban (medium rise 5-8 storeys);
and Urban (medium-rise 9-15 storeys).
The report sets out a range of development costs across the above four categories as follows:
Category 1 (suburban low-rise): €315k to €365k per unit (ex.VAT).
Category 2 (suburban medium-rise): €361k to €467k per unit (ex. VAT).
Category 3 (urban medium-rise; 5-8 storeys): €435k to €518k per unit (ex.VAT).
Category 4 (urban medium-rise; 9-15 storeys): €455k to €551k per unit (ex. VAT).
The report outlines that:
- Total development costs of developing low rise apartments in Dublin suburbs range from
€315k to 365k ex. VAT (or €359k to €413k including VAT on sales) - an increase of 8% and 7%
respectively on the 2017 report.
- Total development costs of delivering medium-rise apartments in Dublin city and suburbs
category 2, 3 and 4) have fallen by between 2% and 9% since 2017 - the total development
costs of medium-rise apartments now range from €361k to €551 ex. VAT (or €411k to €619k
including VAT on sales).
These cost savings are largely due to the introduction of new apartment design guidelines in
2018 by the Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage.
The DCC management report ‘Construction costs for direct-build Dublin City Council residential developments’ provides cost data for seven social housing projects tendered between
2017 and 2019. One of these projects consisted of houses only. The report shows a range of
average all-in costs (per unit) for these seven projects to be between €288,011 (an all house
development) to €494,441 with an average all-in cost of €429,271 per unit. My Department is
currently working with DCC to validate and reconcile the costs detailed in their report. This
reconciliation will ensure that the costs used for analysis and reporting align with the latest
amounts reported by DCC to my Department for funding approval.
My Department intends to engage with the SCSI to further review issues raised in the recently published SCSI report on apartment delivery costs.
Local authorities currently use a number of frameworks when tendering for design and
professional services and public works construction contracts for social housing construction.
DCC currently have a number of frameworks available to them, including.
- DCC Volumetric framework for projects > €15m, in existence since 2019; (in use with four
projects on-site delivering 260 new units);
- DCC Volumetric framework for projects < €15m, (about to go to tender);
- National OGP framework of rapid delivery contractors up to 50 dwellings in place since
2017
about to expire
to be replaced by the National OGP framework of design & build contractors (about to go
to Market)
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- National OGP Framework of design team consultants available since 2016 (various sub
lots for different value of works). This is due to expire in Q1 2021. Tenders for replacement
frameworks are currently under evaluation.
In addition it is understood that DCC use
- Dublin Authorities Framework for individual design team members;
- Various Dublin Authority frameworks for specific works – i.e. renovation works.
Local authorities have the ability to proceed with enabling works on sites in advance of
tendering for the construction of apartments and houses and my Department are willing to work
with LAs to advance large projects in phases where a project lends itself to this approach and
where value for money can be achieved without unduly impacting on overall project delivery
timelines.

10/02/2021WRR00800

Local Authority Housing

295. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he will set out the delivery of new social homes by construction over acquisitions, commenced for each of the 31 local authorities since 1 June 2020, in tabular form in line with the
Programme for Government 2020 – Our Shared Future, in which there is a clear objective and
priority to increase social housing stock by over 50,000 over a five-year period through a focus
on new builds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6517/21]
10/02/2021WRR00900

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on a quarterly basis on
all social housing delivery activity. This data is available to the end of Quarter 3 2020 and data
for Quarter 4 2020 is currently being compiled. This is published on the statistics page of my
Department’s website, at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overallsocial-housing-provision/
10/02/2021WRR01000

My Department has also published the Quarter 3 2020 Social Housing Construction Status
Report, which provides details of all social housing developments under construction in each
local authority. The report is available at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
minister-obrien-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q2-2020-2/. The data
for Quarter 4 2020 is being compiled and the report will be published as soon as it is available.
The Report identifies the quarter in which local authority social housing construction projects started on site, including those that started in the preceding 12 months. Projects identified
in the Report as at ‘Stage 4 approved or Final Turnkey/CALF approval’ have been approved
by my Department and will start on site in 2021 (or may have started in Q4 of 2020), subject to
restrictions arising from the response to Covid-19.
Budget 2021 provided €3.3 billion for the delivery of housing. Subject to the impact of the
Covid related restrictions on the construction sector, the available funding will deliver 12,750
new social homes through build, acquisition and leasing. A major focus of this investment is
the delivery of new build, with an overall target of 9,500 new homes, in addition to 800 acquisitions and 2,450 homes to be delivered through leasing programmes. The Government will be
publishing a new housing strategy this year, which will set out details of social housing delivery
for 2021-2025, including social housing targets for 2022 onwards.
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10/02/2021WRR01100

296. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if he will publish the terms of reference for a review commissioned by the Dublin
Region Homeless Executive and the HSE into recent deaths in homeless services; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6525/21]
10/02/2021WRR01200

332. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if the terms of reference of the detailed review of recent deaths in homeless services
being under taken on behalf of the DRHE and the HSE include an examination of whether or
not support plans were in place for persons who died; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7074/21]
10/02/2021WRR01300

333. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if he will consider introducing a protocol in order that a review is carried out each time
a homeless person dies similar to the adult safeguarding reviews carried out in the UK which
include engagement with all the services that supported the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7075/21]
10/02/2021WRR01400

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 296, 332 and 333 together.
10/02/2021WRR01500

There have been a number of deaths, in recent months, of people who had been sleeping
rough or accessing homeless services. Each of these deaths is a tragedy and I extend my sympathies to the families concerned.
The deaths of people availing of homeless services are a concern and in order to provide a
better understanding on this matter, the Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) and the
HSE have jointly commissioned a detailed review of recent deaths in homeless services. It is
important that we establish the facts concerning the circumstances involved, and that we base
our response as policy makers and elected representatives on the best knowledge and evidence
available.
While I welcome and support the commissioning of this review by the DRHE and the HSE,
the Terms of Reference of the review were set by those agencies, having regard to their responsibilities in respect of the provision of accommodation, support and health services to homeless
persons. I understand that the review is due to be completed by the end of February 2021. The
findings of this review, along with any implications arising in respect of service provision, are
to be considered by all the relevant authorities involved in providing services and supports to
people experiencing homelessness.
Separate to this, research has been commissioned by the Department of Health who have
asked the Health Research Board to undertake a one-year feasibility study to collect data on
deaths among people who were homeless. The research will apply the methodology used to
compile the National Drug Related Deaths Index, which is a census of drug-related deaths and
deaths among drug users and those who are alcohol dependent in Ireland. For deaths in 2019,
including deaths among people who were homeless, approximately 17,000 files from all Coroner districts are being reviewed.
I have been informed by the Department of Health, that provided there is not significant delay in inquests being held and that data collection can continue in accordance with Government
guidelines in relation to COVID-19, the report should be completed in the last quarter of 2021.
Studies like these provide important insights and understanding to assist in guiding policy,
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and in targeting the necessary resources and putting in place appropriate policy and operational
responses to tackle the complex health needs that many of those that use homeless services
have.
Planning Guidelines

10/02/2021WRR01600

297. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the timeline for the introduction of revised guidelines for rural housing on foot of the ECJ
Flemish Decree judgment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6526/21]
10/02/2021WRR01700

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Peter Burke): There are a number of reasons why it is necessary to review and update
the 2005 rural housing guidelines. As drafted, they are framed in the context of the National Spatial Strategy (NSS) 2002, which was superseded by the National Planning Framework
(NPF) in 2018.
10/02/2021WRR01800

In 2007, two years after the guidelines were issued, the European Union raised an issue in
respect of local housing need policy, which gave rise to a follow-on Departmental Circular to
local authorities in 2008. In 2013, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruled in the ‘Flemish
Decree’ case that certain provisions with regard to local connection were disproportionate and
contrary to EU principles and this was subject to a further Departmental Circular in 2017.
Moreover, since 2005, there have been new requirements and legislation at national and
EU level introduced on matters related to rural housing such as environmental protection, the
Gaeltacht and climate action.
It is relevant to clarify that the ‘Flemish Decree’ was a March 2009 Decree of the Flemish
Region (a Federal Region within Belgium), on land and real estate policy that made the purchase or long-term lease of all immovable property (i.e. all land and buildings and not solely
development rights in respect of new housing) in certain Flemish communes (local authorities)
conditional upon there being a ‘sufficient connection’ between the prospective buyer or tenant
and the relevant commune.
As the Deputy is aware, the Flemish Decree case refers to a successful challenge against the
Flemish Decree in the European Court of Justice (ECJ), which ruled that it was disproportionate
and was also deemed by the ECJ to be in breach of article 43 of the EU Treaty on the freedom
of movement of citizens.
Work is now under way to a) review the Sustainable Rural Housing - Guidelines For Planning Authorities 2005 (which were issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development
Act 2000) and b) in doing so, to have regard to, inter alia, the principles of the outcome of the
‘Flemish decree’ case, where relevant.
The updated Rural Housing Guidelines will address rural housing in a broader rural development and settlement context and I expect a draft before the end of March.

10/02/2021WRR01900

Local Authority Housing

298. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government
and Heritage the number of persons and families on the housing list in County Donegal including those availing of assistance through HAP or RAS in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to
date in 2021, in tabular form. [6527/21]
10/02/2021WRR02000
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Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
Data in relation to Donegal and numbers on the housing waiting list, households in the Housing Assistance Payment Scheme (HAP) and the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) for the
period 2016-Quarter 3 2020 are set-out in the following table:
10/02/2021WRR02100

2016

2017

2018

2019

Q3 2020

Households on the Housing
List

1,267

903

811

926

N/A*

Active HAP Tenancies

1,317

1,627

1,729

1,805

1,849

Active RAS Tenancies

542

560

549

538

510

*Not Available
Social and Affordable Housing

10/02/2021WRR02200

299. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government
and Heritage the number of council houses and approved housing body houses built and allocated to persons or families in County Donegal in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in
2021, in tabular form. [6528/21]
10/02/2021WRR02300

300. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government
and Heritage the projected number of council houses and approved housing body houses to be
built in County Donegal in each of the next five years. [6529/21]
10/02/2021WRR02400

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 299 and 300 together.
10/02/2021WRR02500

My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on a quarterly basis on
all social housing delivery activity. This is published on the statistics page of my Department’s
website, at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housingprovision/
We have also published the Quarter 3 2020 Social Housing Construction Status Report,
which provides details of all social housing developments under construction in each local authority. The report is available at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/ministerobrien-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q2-2020-2/. The data for Quarter 4 2020 is being compiled and the report will be published as soon as it is available.
The Report identifies the quarter in which local authority social housing construction projects started on site, including those that started in the preceding 12 months. Projects identified
in the Report as at ‘Stage 4 approved or Final Turnkey/CALF approval’ have been approved
by my Department and will start on site in 2021 (or may have started in Q4 of 2020), subject to
restrictions arising from the response to Covid-19.
Budget 2021 provided €3.3 billion for the delivery of housing. Subject to the impact of the
Covid related restrictions on the construction sector, the available funding will deliver 12,750
new social homes through build, acquisition and leasing. A major focus of this investment is the
delivery of new build, with an overall target of 9,500 new homes, in addition to 800 acquisitions
and 2,450 homes to be delivered through leasing programmes. Donegal County Council has
been set a target to deliver 164 new build homes and 46 homes through leasing in 2021.
The Government will be publishing a new housing strategy this year, which will set out
details of social housing delivery for 2021-2025, including social housing targets for 2022 onwards.
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Local Authority Housing

301. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government
and Heritage if he will raise the income threshold in County Donegal for persons or families to
join the public housing list in order to reflect the real income and cost of housing in the county.
[6530/21]
10/02/2021WRR02800

313. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if a review of the income eligibility threshold for social housing supports in counties
Laois and Offaly has been undertaken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6696/21]
10/02/2021WRR02900

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 301 and 313 together.
10/02/2021WRR03000

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011,
as amended.
The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in different bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authorities with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas.
Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Universal Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within the meaning of Financial Emergency
Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. The Policy provides for a range of income disregards,
and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, shortterm or once-off in nature.
The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a singleperson household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, subject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10%; and 2.5% for each child, subject to a
maximum allowance under this category of 10%.
The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that
the limits introduced in 2011 also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of
future-proofing.
Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from
their own resources.
However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for social housing supports in each local authority area is underway. The review will have
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.
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Local Authority Staff

10/02/2021WRR03100

302. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the number of conservation officers and architects in each local authority in tabular form.
[6533/21]
10/02/2021WRR03200

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Peter Burke): Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief
Executive is responsible for the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying
out the functions of the local authority for which he or she is responsible.
10/02/2021WRR03300

My Department oversees workforce planning for the local government sector, including the
monitoring of local government sector employment levels. To this end, my Department gathers aggregate quarterly data on staff numbers in each local authority. However, granular data,
in terms of the specific role and function of each individual staff member, is not collected and
consequently is not available in my Department. The relevant information would be available
from individual local authorities.

10/02/2021WRR03400

Tenant Purchase Scheme

303. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
if a person who is on the local authority social housing list and in private rented accommodation through the RAS or HAP scheme is eligible to apply for the incremental tenant purchase
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6534/21]
10/02/2021WRR03500

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016. The Scheme
is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available
for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a
minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social housing support for at least one year.
10/02/2021WRR03600

Section 25(1) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 provides that in order
to be eligible for the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase scheme the applicant must be the tenant
of the house to be sold by the housing authority. Therefore, a tenant in receipt of HAP or RAS
in privately owned rented accommodation is ineligible for the Tenant (Incremental) Purchase
Scheme 2016.
The operation of the Tenant Purchase scheme set out above is a matter for the relevant local
authority.
Housing Data

10/02/2021WRR03700

304. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government
and Heritage the full cost per unit of council houses built in County Donegal in each of the years
2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [6539/21]
10/02/2021WRR03800

305. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government
and Heritage the full cost per unit of turnkey public housing units in County Donegal in each of
the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [6540/21]
10/02/2021WRR03900
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Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 304 and 305 together.
10/02/2021WRR04000

Under the Social Housing Investment Programme, my Department provides capital funding to all local authorities, including Donegal County Council, for the delivery of new social
homes via their own social housing construction programme, through turnkey arrangements
and through acquisitions. As capital-funded construction projects by local authorities must,
like all publicly-funded construction projects, comply with the Public Spending Code and the
Capital Works Management Framework my Department periodically issues Unit Cost Ceilings
(UCCs) for each local authority area, for use as a key benchmark for the development and costing of scheme designs at capital appraisal stage. While not a record of actual delivery costs,
UCCs are based on an analysis of returned data from tendered social housing schemes over an
extended period and updated based on published tender index information as required.
To monitor tender cost trends and to inform the UCCs levels, my Department analyses the
tender data for the construction cost element of new build social housing schemes approved
under the four stage approval processes for each unit type, where sufficient information is available to allow such costs to be extrapolated and where the information available is appropriate
for comparison purposes.
Outlined below are the average construction costs (including VAT) for the social homes delivered by Donegal County Council through their own social housing construction programme
in each of the years 2016 to 2020, as recorded as part of the aforementioned analysis. The tables
also set out the range of costs that make up this average. The range of costs recorded vary, depending on design, type of units, location and on the level of abnormal requirements for each
scheme, for instance existing site conditions, demolitions, service diversions and site access
requirements. Abnormal costs are also separately identified in the following tables.
[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-02-11_pq304-10-02-21_en.docx “>xTable</a>]
The above costs relate to the construction element of the all-in delivery cost. Other items
that make up the all-in total include:
Design/technical fees: Design fees vary from project to project, depending on the location,
size and complexity of a scheme (and depending on whether design services are provided by a
local authority in-house or via external appointment). As a guideline/indicator, design fees are
generally expected to range between 7.5% to 12.5% of construction costs.
Land cost: Land costs can vary significantly from project to project, depending on location
and ownership status (e.g. varying from existing local authority land at no cost, to land purchased at market value).
Utilities: These include connection fees for Irish Water, ESB, Gas, etc. As a guideline/indicator, utility connection costs are generally in the order of €7,000 per unit.
Other Costs: Other items that can make up the ‘all-in’ delivery cost include site investigations/surveys, archaeological requirements, ‘Percent for Art’ contributions, etc. and will vary
from project to project.
Outlined as follows are the average costs of the social homes contracted by Donegal County
Council through turnkey arrangements in each of the years 2016 and to end-February 2021.
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Year
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

Average Cost Per Unit
N/A
N/A
€153,705
€192,687
€167,218

In addition to the above costs, my Department also provides funding of up to 2% for the associated legal/professional fees incurred by the local authority in relation to new social homes
delivered via turnkey arrangements, as well as an administration fee, typically €2,000 per unit.
I look forward to working with Donegal County Council in delivering on the commitment
in the Programme for Government to increase the social housing stock by over 50,000 over the
next five years. Since taking up office, this commitment has been my key priority and focus.
This is evidenced in Budget 2021 which provides record funding for housing of €3.3 billion
overall.
Construction Costs (incl abnormals)

Abnormal Costs

Year

Average Cost Per Unit

Range of Average Costs Per Unit

Average Cost Per Unit

Range of Average Costs Per Unit

2016

€155,211

€155k - €155k

€24,165

€24k - €24k

2017

€163,140

€163k - €163k

€16,900

€17k - €17k

2018

€175,891

€156k - €197k

€29,046

€17k - €41k

2019

€186,255

€184k - €191k

€24,759

€16k - €28k

2020

€211,942

€208k - €213k

€37,394

€31k - €55k

Water Services

10/02/2021WRR04200

306. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
the status of the creation of the single utility for water services and the drafting of a White Paper
on the future of the utilities’ SLA with local authorities including the Government’s intentions
on whether Irish Water will become a non-commercial semi-State company and whether the
Government plans to hold a referendum on the public ownership of water services. [6541/21]
10/02/2021WRR04300

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The Programme for Government provides that Irish Water will be retained in public ownership
as a national, standalone, regulated utility.
10/02/2021WRR04400

Consistent with this commitment I undertook to bring forward a Policy Paper setting out the
Government’s expectations in relation to the next phase of transformation for the water sector,
including in relation to the matters referred to in the question.
I expect to publish the Policy Paper after consideration by Government in the coming weeks.
Housing Data

10/02/2021WRR04500

307. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
the number of public houses built in Cork city in each of the years 2011 to 2020 and to date in
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6554/21]
10/02/2021WRR04600

308. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
the number of public houses built in County Cork in each of the years 2011 to 2020 and to date
in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6555/21]
10/02/2021WRR04700
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309. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
the number of public houses built in an area (details supplied) in each of the years 2011 to 2020
and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6556/21]
10/02/2021WRR04800

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 307 to 309, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRR04900

My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on a quarterly basis on
social housing delivery activity. This data is available to the end of Quarter 3 2020 and data for
Quarter 4 2020 is currently being compiled. This data is published on the statistics page of my
Department’s website, at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overallsocial-housing-provision/. This provides information for a number of categories of social housing delivery at local authority level, but does not include a breakdown by local electoral area.
My Department has published the Quarter 3 2020 Social Housing Construction Status Report, which provides details of all social housing developments under construction in each
local authority. The report is available at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
minister-obrien-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q2-2020-2/. The data
for Quarter 4 2020 is being compiled and the report will be published as soon as it is available.
Budget 2021 provided €3.3 billion for the delivery of housing. Subject to the impact of the
Covid related restrictions on the construction sector, the available funding will deliver 12,750
new social homes through build, acquisition and leasing. A major focus of this investment is the
delivery of new build, with an overall target of 9,500 new homes, in addition to 800 acquisitions
and 2,450 homes to be delivered through leasing programmes.
Questions Nos. 310 and 311 answered with Question No. 283.
Social and Affordable Housing

10/02/2021WRS00200

312. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the social and affordable housing developments under construction across local authorities in Cork city and county; the number of units, location and expected completion date of
each in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6687/21]
10/02/2021WRS00300

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on a quarterly basis on
social housing delivery activity. This data is available to the end of Quarter 3 2020 and data for
Quarter 4 2020 is currently being compiled. This data is published on the statistics page of my
Department’s website, at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overallsocial-housing-provision/. This provides information for a number of categories of social housing delivery at local authority level, but does not include a breakdown by local electoral area.
10/02/2021WRS00400

My Department has also published the Quarter 3 2020 Social Housing Construction Status
Report, which provides details of all social housing developments under construction in each
local authority. The report is available at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
minister-obrien-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q2-2020-2/. The data
for Quarter 4 2020 is being compiled and the report will be published as soon as it is available.
The timing of completion and tenanting of homes is a matter for each local authority.
Budget 2021 provided €3.3 billion for the delivery of housing. Subject to the impact of the
covid related restrictions on the construction sector, the available funding will deliver 12,750
new social homes through build, acquisition and leasing. A major focus of this investment is the
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delivery of new build, with an overall target of 9,500 new homes, in addition to 800 acquisitions
and 2,450 homes to be delivered through leasing programmes.
Funding of €127 million, in support of 35 projects in 14 local authority areas, has been
approved in principle for infrastructure works on sites that will support the delivery of almost
3,200 homes over two Serviced Site Fund (SSF) calls. The full details of all 35 SSF projects, 9
of which are in Cork, that have been granted approval in principle, can be found at the following links:
https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-local-authority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-serviced-sites-fund/, and
https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-supportdelivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/.
There is currently one SSF project in Cork under construction, which will be the first SSF
project to assist in the delivery of affordable purchase homes. It is expected that the first phase
of the Boherboy Road project in Cork City will deliver affordable homes in mid 2021.
Question No. 313 answered with Question No. 301.

10/02/2021WRS00600

Social and Affordable Housing

314. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he plans to meet with either Cavan, Monaghan or Meath county councils to discuss the
social housing strategies of his Department; the housing targets for new builds in the counties
for 2021/2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6721/21]
10/02/2021WRS00700

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
Since my appointment as Minister, I have met directly with the Chief Executives and Housing
Directors of a number of local authorities, as circumstances have allowed and in an appropriate
setting, in compliance with Covid restrictions. In that context, I met with the Chief Executive
of Meath County Council and members of her housing team on 2 December last, to discuss
social housing issues. Their target for 2021 new build delivery is 354 units, however, there may
be an impact on delivery against this target arising from the current shutdown in construction
activity; this impact is being assessed by my Department and will depend on the duration of the
shutdown.
10/02/2021WRS00800

Given the current Covid travel restrictions, I have not been in a position to date to visit Cavan and Monaghan local authorities in person, but I hope to do so when circumstances allow.
Their 2021 social build targets are 113 for Cavan and 165 for Monaghan.
I am continuing to meet regularly through video conferencing with representatives of local
authorities, Approved Housing Bodies and other stakeholders, to press the advancement of our
social housing programme. Social housing build targets for 2022 and beyond will be provided
to local authorities as part of the Government’s development of a longer-term housing strategy,
based on the Programme for Government committment to increase the social housing stock by
more than 50,000.
As well as my own direct contacts with our local authorities, officials of my Department also
meet regularly with their local authority counterparts, to examine progress on social housing
programmes.
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Legislative Measures

10/02/2021WRS00900

315. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when the heads of legislation pertaining to directly elected mayors for local authorities will
be published. [6733/21]
10/02/2021WRS01000

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Peter Burke): At its meeting of 26 January 2021, Government approved the drafting of a general scheme to provide for a directly elected mayor with executive functions for
Limerick city and county based on the governance structure recommended in the report of the
Implementation Advisory Group established to consider the Directly Elected Mayor with Executive Functions for Limerick.
10/02/2021WRS01100

Government also approved the publication of this report, which is on my Department’s
website herewith: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/705e2-report-of-the-implementation-advisory-group-established-to-consider-a-directly-elected-mayor-with-executive-functions-forlimerick-city-and-county-appendices/
Included in the general scheme will be an electoral code to facilitate the holding of the first
direct election for Mayor in Limerick and provisions to allow for the holding of plebiscites on
directly elected mayors in any other local authority area that wants one as outlined in the Programme for Government: Our Shared Future.
My officials are currently drafting the general scheme which I intend to bring back to Government as quickly as possible in the coming weeks seeking approval to draft a Bill. Subject
to Government approval, the general scheme will then be submitted to the Oireachtas for prelegislative scrutiny.
Planning Issues

10/02/2021WRS01200

316. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the status of a project (details supplied) in County Cavan; the total investment being requested from his Department in relation to the project; the nature of the project; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6747/21]
10/02/2021WRS01300

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
Cavan County Council submitted an application for funding support for this proposal under
Call 2 of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund.
10/02/2021WRS01400

Seventy six proposals were received under Call 2 of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund ( URDF), with every local authority submitting at least one application for URDF
support.
The assessment process for proposals received under Call 2 is nearing completion, and I
intend to soon announce a new tranche of URDF supported proposals, which will augment the
existing pipeline of projects from Call 1 and contribute to the achievement of Programme for
Government commitments and the objectives of the National Planning Framework and Project
Ireland 2040.
Heritage Council

10/02/2021WRS01500
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317. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the status of Heritage Council plans to put into operation a collaborative town centre
health check for Drogheda and Dundalk and any other towns in County Louth identified at the
initial stages; the number of staff that have been provided in County Louth to undertake the
operational responsibility for the implication on same. [6750/21]
10/02/2021WRS01600

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The Collaborative Town Centre Health Check is an initiative of
the Heritage Council. Arrangements have been put in place by all bodies under the aegis of my
Department to facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the Oireachtas.
This provides a speedy, efficient and cost effective system to address queries directly to the
relevant bodies. The contact email address for the Heritage Council is oireachtas@heritagecouncil.ie.
10/02/2021WRS01700

Vacant Properties

10/02/2021WRS01800

318. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if he will report on the level of funding remaining to bring further social housing voids
back into the housing stock following the announcement at the end of January 2021 on same;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6765/21]
10/02/2021WRS01900

320. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the position regarding the number of remaining voids reported by Wicklow County
Council that have not been returned to the public housing stock to date; and if the local authority
has estimated the approximate cost for returning these remaining units. [6781/21]
10/02/2021WRS02000

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 318 and 320 together.
10/02/2021WRS02100

The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting
repairs to vacant properties, the implementation of a planned maintenance programme and carrying out of responsive repairs, are matters for each individual local authority under Section
58 of the Housing Act 1966. Since 2014, Exchequer funding has also been provided through
my Department’s Voids Programme to support local authorities in preparing vacant units for
re-letting. This funding was introduced originally to tackle long term vacant units and is now
more targeted at supporting local authorities to ensure minimal turnaround and re-let times for
their vacant stock.
In relation to Wicklow County Council, the local authority recouped €1.314 million of funding in 2020, significantly more than in any previous year. This supported refurbishment works
on 110 units.
My Department will continue to support local authorities in their work in this area. As in
previous years, Wicklow County Council, along with all local authorities will be asked to make
a funding application under the 2021 programme in respect of their vacant stock and funding
allocations will issue to all local authorities.
It is also important that local authorities increasingly move toward a preventative maintenance approach to the management of their housing stock and my Department is working with
local authorities to this end.
Housing Issues

10/02/2021WRS02200
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319. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if there is a legislative basis or Departmental guidelines regarding tenant purchase of
housing in cases in which the local authority may still have outstanding debt in relation to the
property. [6770/21]
10/02/2021WRS02300

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016. The Scheme
is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available
for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a
minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social housing support for at least one year.
10/02/2021WRS02400

The Housing (Sale of Local Authority Houses) Regulations 2015, provide the basis for the
Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme 2016. The Regulations laid down concern the procedures and guidelines around the sale of a local authority property to a tenant.
Local authorities may, within the provisions of the Regulations, exclude certain houses
which, in the opinion of the authority, should not be sold for reasons such as proper stock or
estate management or properties where the local authority has proposed to carry out reconstruction or improvement works under section 12 of the Housing Act 1988 or for the regeneration of
the area in which the house is located.
With regard to the 2016 Scheme, there is no specific reference in the legislation or guidance
in relation to cases where the local authority may still have an outstanding debt in relation to
the property.
Section 45 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 provides for the sale by local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies of designated new houses to eligible households,
subject to specified terms and conditions set down in the Act and the associated Housing (Incremental Purchase) Regulations 2010 . The 2010 Incremental Purchase Scheme and underpinning
guidance did provide for some limited tenant purchase in respect of housing which may have
had a debt on same as it includes some provision for houses that remained unsold under the
affordable housing scheme. However, such housing would have had to have been reserved for
sale under the 2010 Scheme to qualify.
It is a matter for each individual local authority to administer these schemes in its operational area in line with the over-arching provisions of the governing legislation for the scheme,
and in a manner appropriate to its housing requirements.
Question No. 320 answered with Question No. 318.
An Bord Pleanála

10/02/2021WRS02600

321. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if he will review the planning fees for An Bord Pleanála to ensure that all persons have
equal access to the planning system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6836/21]
10/02/2021WRS02700

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Peter Burke): The fees for making submissions or observations on planning applications and appeals are set at levels intended to prevent frivolous or vexatious submissions, while
not acting as a deterrent to persons with genuine concerns or interest in proposed developments
from making submissions.
10/02/2021WRS02800
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Section 144 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 provides that An Bord Pleanála
may determine fees that may be charged, subject to the approval of the Minister, in relation to
any matter specified in subsection (1A) of section 144 which covers planning cases that come
before the Board. There are equivalent provisions set out in section 103 of the Water Services
Act 2007 and section 7A of the Building Control Act 1990.
The relevant statutory provisions also provide that the Board shall review the approved fees
from time to time but must undertake a review, based on changes in the Consumer Price Index
(CPI), at least every three years and can adjust fees up or down within CPI change limits without the necessity for Ministerial approval.
The Board last completed a CPI Fees review in December 2019, the outcome of which was
no change to the existing fee structure. I understand that An Bord Pleanála also completed a
general non-CPI fees review in November 2020, and will in due course submit, for my consideration, any proposals arising from that general review.
Without prejudice to the consideration of the latest review, I accept as a general point that
the fees for general third-party public participation in the planning system should continue to
be calibrated at a level which does not constitute an obstacle to the exercise of the rights of such
participation.

10/02/2021WRS02900

Water and Sewerage Schemes

322. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been drawn to an issue with an estate in County Tipperary in which a
leaking sewage system is causing a serious threat to health and is at risk of flowing into a river;
if the EPA will investigate the issue given that it has been reported to it on multiple occasions;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6858/21]
10/02/2021WRS03000

323. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his attention has been drawn to a case in which Tipperary County Council has been
given permission to perform urgent works on a sewerage system in an estate (details supplied)
in County Tipperary by the receiver but has refused to do so, creating a situation in which residents are dealing with continuous floods of sewage that also spill onto the public road; and if
there are supports available for local authorities to do the work in the interest of public health in
circumstances in which a receiver refuses to do necessary maintenance work. [6859/21]
10/02/2021WRS03100

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 322 and 323 together.
10/02/2021WRS03200

Primary responsibility for the monitoring, management, protection and improvement of
water quality is assigned to local authorities under the Local Government (Water Pollution)
Acts and related legislation. The Environmental Protection Agency, through its Office of Environmental Enforcement, exercises general supervision in relation to the performance of these
functions by local authorities.
In relation to the issue of potential pollution from the water treatment system, while the
incident in question was brought to my Department’s attention, I have no direct role in the investigation of specific water pollution issues. However, I understand that a Notice, pursuant to
Section 12 of the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts, requiring measures to be taken to
prevent water pollution has recently issued to the responsible persons and that Tipperary County
Council are currently awaiting a response. In addition, I understand that the local authority have
committed to further engage with the stakeholders involved on receipt of further information.
156

10 February 2021
10/02/2021WRS03400

Covid-19 Pandemic

324. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the protocols in place in all local authority grades regarding Covid-19 when a person
is deemed a close contact. [6862/21]
10/02/2021WRS03500

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
In relation to the Deputy’s query regarding the protocols in place for all local authority grades
regarding Covid-19, when a person is deemed to be a close contact, the position is that the protocols and arrangements in place are applicable to all local authority grades. It should be noted
that the arrangements in operation for the local authority sector are consistent with public health
advice, as publised by the HSE.
10/02/2021WRS03600

County Development Plans

10/02/2021WRS03700

325. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the reason for the delay in issuing the updated county development plan guidance and
the methodology for the housing demand needs assessment to local authorities; his views on
whether this delay will have a negative impact on those local authorities that are at an advanced
stage in their development plan review; and when both the plan guidelines and the housing demand needs assessment methodology will be complete and issued to local authorities. [6942/21]
10/02/2021WRS03800

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department is currently finalising an updated draft of the Development Plan Guidelines to assist local authorities in reviewing their development plans. It has
been necessary to first prioritise issuing other Section 28 Guidelines, including with regard to
apartment development further to review of co-living. It has also been necessary, given the critical importance of housing, to develop and issue new Section 28 guidance on housing demand
and supply, to ensure and consistent and integrated national approach to housing projections at
local authority level, in advance of completing and issuing updated county development plan
guidance.
10/02/2021WRS03900

In relation to housing demand and supply, the Economic and Social Research Institute
(ESRI) published a report on Regional Demographics and Structural Housing Demand at a
County Level in December 2020, that has been commissioned as part of my Department’s ongoing research programme with the ESRI. The research provides a robust, up-to-date and independently developed housing demand projection, to inform policy and investment with regard
to housing at national and local levels.
The ESRI projection model and paper are now the definitive source of information for
Government, in the context of regular and often divergent estimates of housing demand from
multiple sources. This research has been applied to underpin both the development plan and
housing strategy processes at local authority level and forms the basis on which housing supply
target requirements were issued to each local authority as Section 28 guidance, last December.
This comprises the ‘Housing Supply Target Methodology for Development Planning,
Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act
2000 (as amended) to provide a national methodology for each planning authority to estimate
an overall housing supply target for their development plan, that is consistent with adopted
national and regional growth targets in the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategies.
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The housing supply target is quantified as an overall number of housing units to be planned
for in the development plan process of each local authority. The guidelines issued provide a
clear and consistent path for local authorities to progress county and city development plans,
particularly in relation to future housing development. My Department continues to actively
engage with local authorities on the application of this methodology in relation to individual
county/city development plan processes.
National Policy Objective 37 of the National Planning Framework requires that each local
authority should undertake a “Housing Need and Demand Assessment” (HNDA), to support
the preparation of their statutory housing strategy and their development plan. Work to support
the development of the HNDA process is advancing and this work includes the development of
a HNDA digital tool that has been piloted with a number of local authorities from November
2020 to date. The outcome of the pilot phase is currently being reviewed in tandem with the
update of key input data, and when finalised and rolled out nationally in the coming months,
will be accompanied by a methodology in respect of the completion of a Housing Need and
Demand Assessment.
It is important from a city and county development plan perspective that the housing demand and supply figures and methodology that were issued as Section 28 guidelines last December, share the same underlying statistical basis with the total housing demand and supply
parameters to be used within the HNDA tool at local authority level. The housing supply target
and HNDA parameters are therefore consistent.
I am satisfied that given the integrated approach being taken, local authorities have sufficient guidance and support to progress review of their development plans, appropriate to the
stage of the process that they are at.
Heritage Sites

10/02/2021WRS04000

326. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the status, location and condition of the various Second World War-era lookout posts along
the east coast; the efforts being made to preserve these important local historical sites; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6955/21]
10/02/2021WRS04100

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My role with regard to the protection and management of our
architectural and archaeological heritage is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, including the Planning Acts and the National Monuments Acts, as are the roles of local authorities
and the responsibilities of owners.
10/02/2021WRS04200

With regard to the safeguarding of protected structures, Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000 gives primary responsibility to local authorities to identify and protect
architectural heritage by including particular structures on their respective Records of Protected
Structures (RPS). Inclusion on the RPS places a duty of care on the owners and occupiers of
protected structures and also gives planning authorities powers to deal with any development
proposals affecting them.
As Minister, I can make recommendations to planning authorities for buildings and structures to be included on the RPS. These recommendations arise from the survey of the National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH), which is managed by my Department.
The NIAH completed the survey of the east coast of Ireland in 2010 with the publication of
the Survey of County Wexford. No Lookout Posts (LOP) were recorded during the fieldwork
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and no LOPs are included on the Records of Protected Structures for counties Louth, Dublin,
Wicklow or Wexford.
The NIAH intends to revisit counties Louth, Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford when the fieldwork for the first phase of the national survey has been completed with the publication of Dublin City and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown. The surviving LOPs are included among the structures
to be surveyed and will be recorded as part of the second phase of the national survey.
My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and historic structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, administered by the local
authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures
Fund (HSF). Details are available on my Department’s website and on the website of each local
authority.
While I do not have information on the location of the surviving LOPs, I understand that
this information is available on the website of the Military Archives at https://www.militaryarchives.ie/en/collections/reading-room-collections/look-out-post-logbooks-september-1939june-1945.
Property Registration

10/02/2021WRS04300

327. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the reason for the delay in processing a land registry issue (details supplied) in County
Mayo; if he will accept that this application has been ongoing for an excessively long time; if
the application will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6964/21]
10/02/2021WRS04400

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
am informed that the Property Registration Authority (PRA) has established a dedicated unit
to investigate issues such as the ones highlighted by the Deputy. I understand that the required
investigations can take some time to complete; however, the PRA expedites processing where
it is notified of urgency relating to a case. I further understand that the specified application has
been expedited and will be processed without delay.
10/02/2021WRS04500

Further information in relation to the specific case referred to may be obtained by contacting
the PRA’s dedicated e-mail address for members of the Oireachtas at reps@prai.ie.
Rent Data

10/02/2021WRS04600

328. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the average rent per student in purpose-built student accommodation; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6988/21]
10/02/2021WRS04700

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The information requested is not available in my Department.
10/02/2021WRS04800

The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body
under the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2020, to operate a national tenancy registration system and to facilitate the resolution of disputes between landlords and tenants.
The Clerk of the Dáil requested that arrangements be put in place to facilitate the provision
of information by State Bodies to members of the Oireachtas. Following the issue of Circular
LG (P)05/16 on 20 September 2016 from my Department, the RTB set up a dedicated email
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address for this purpose. The RTB may be contacted at OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie to
establish the extent to which it may hold the information sought.
Housing Provision

10/02/2021WRS04900

329. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the reason Sligo County Council has ignored the request by professionals who are providing medical evidence for persons (details supplied) in order that they can be added to the
priority housing list in County Sligo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6997/21]
10/02/2021WRS05000

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The allocation of local authority dwellings, including the prioritisation of certain households,
is a matter for the local authority concerned, in accordance with their allocation scheme made
under section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated Regulations. As Minister I am precluded by housing legislation from intervening in relation to the
procedures followed, or decisions made, by local authorities in the provision of social housing
support in individual cases.
10/02/2021WRS05100

10/02/2021WRS05200

Home Loan Scheme

330. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the steps he will take in relation the difficulties being experienced by persons (details supplied) in obtaining a Rebuilding Ireland home loan. [7016/21]
10/02/2021WRS05300

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is a Government-backed mortgage for first-time buyers and
has been made available nationwide from local authorities from 1 February 2018. The loan can
be used both for new and second-hand properties, or to build your own home.
10/02/2021WRS05400

Section 63(3) of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that, subject to law, a local authority is independent in the performance of its functions. Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 specifically provides that the Minister’s power to issue policy
directions and guidelines to housing authorities in relation to their housing functions should not
be construed as enabling the Minister to exercise any power or control in relation to any individual case with which a housing authority is or may be concerned. I am, therefore, precluded
from intervening in relation to individual cases such as this.
The final decision on loan approval is a matter for each local authority and its Credit Committee on a case-by-case basis. Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made in
accordance with the statutory credit policy that underpins the scheme, in order to ensure consistency of treatment for all applicants.
Loan applicants who are dissatisfied with a loan application decision of a local authority
Credit Committee may appeal that decision to the local authority. Details of the appeals process can be obtained from the relevant local authority. Alternatively they can address the issues
raised in their initial loan refusal and apply again once these issues have been resolved, which
may be applicable to the situation experienced by persons (details supplied).
Social and Affordable Housing

10/02/2021WRT00200
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331. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government
and Heritage the number of persons on the housing list in the Carrigaline, Crosshaven, Passage
West local electoral area; and the number of social and affordable houses scheduled to be built
in the next 12 months in the area in tabular form. [7069/21]
10/02/2021WRT00300

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): My
Department publishes details on the number of households qualified for social housing support
in the annual Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA). The SSHA provides details of
the numbers of households across a number of categories but does not include a breakdown by
electoral area. The most recently published SSHA relates to data in June 2019 and shows that
the number of households on the housing waiting list for Cork County was 2,533. The report
is available at the following link https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/29da7-summary-of-socialhousing-assessments-2019-key-findings/
10/02/2021WRT00400

My Department also publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on a quarterly
basis on all social housing delivery activity. This is published on the statistics page of my
Department’s website, at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overallsocial-housing-provision/ . The most recent data is for Quarter 3 2020. The data for Quarter 4
2020 is being compiled and the report will be published as soon as it is available.
My Department has also published the Quarter 3 2020 Social Housing Construction Status
Report, which provides details of all social housing developments under construction in each
local authority. The report is available at the following link: https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/
minister-obrien-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-for-q2-2020-2/. The Quarter 4 2020 report is being compiled and will be published as soon as it is available. The Report
identifies the quarter in which local authority social housing construction projects started on
site, including those that started in the preceding 12 months. Projects identified in the Report as
at ‘Stage 4 approved or Final Turnkey/CALF approval’ have been approved by my Department
and will start on site in 2021 (or may have started in Q4 of 2020), subject to restrictions arising
from the response to Covid-19.
In relation to affordable housing, I published the Affordable Housing Bill 2020 on 20 January 2021, which provides for the introduction of three schemes delivering on the Programme
for Government commitment to put affordability at the heart of the housing system. These
schemes will enhance the supply of affordable homes on local authority lands, deliver a new
affordable purchase shared equity scheme and provide for the introduction of a new form of
tenure in Cost Rental.
Affordable homes on local authority land are to be made available through the support of
the €310 million Serviced Sites Fund (SSF). To date, nine projects have been granted SSF approval in principle in Cork City and Cork County. This includes the development at Boherboy
in Cork City which will deliver the first phase of affordable homes later this year. Affordable
homes delivered under the SSF will be made available at ‘purchase prices‘ of between 10%
and 40% on open market values. The discount provided will remain as a fully-repayable equity
charge against the property. All applications from local authorities must demonstrate that there
is an affordability challenge in their area and that they can deliver affordable housing at least
10% below market value.
The details of 35 SSF projects that have been granted approval can be found at the following links:
https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-local-authority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-serviced-sites-fund/, and
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https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-supportdelivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/.
Question Nos. 332 and 333 answered with Question No. 296.
Horticulture Sector

10/02/2021WRT00700

334. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if his Department has carried out an analysis of the impact of replacing Irish horticultural
peat with imported peat prior to the end of peat harvesting. [7083/21]
10/02/2021WRT00800

340. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage when the working group on the future role of peat in the horticulture sector will be established. [7177/21]
10/02/2021WRT00900

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 334 and 340 together.
10/02/2021WRT01000

Action 5 of the National Peatlands Strategy provides for a review of the use of peat moss
in the horticultural industry. To undertake the review, the Department of Culture, Heritage and
the Gaeltacht established an inter-agency working group. A report on the Review of the use of
Peat Moss in the Horticultural Industry was prepared by the working group on the basis of the
submissions received in response to an issues paper on the matter. This report was published by
me on 7 September 2020.
I am in the process of establishing a working group, to include representatives from relevant
Government Departments and State Agencies, Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and Industry Stakeholders under an independent chairperson, to examine the issues identified during the review, and, in particular:
- Reducing and ultimately eliminating the use of peat moss in the amateur gardening sector
in order to leave what remains in use for the industry sector to buy time to develop alternatives,
enabling food security and to provide industry surety.
- Graduating the elimination of the use of peat moss in the horticultural industry over an
agreed period of years with an agreed end date.
- Finance and support for those workers whose skills cannot be accommodated in proposed
alternative industries.
- Investment in further research into the development, education and use of alternatives to
peat moss, such as bark, wood fibre, coir, biosolids, bracken and green compost, perlite, vermiculite, rockwool, and horticultural clay and in new methods of farming such as paludiculture
and sphagnum farming.
- Up-skilling the existing workforce to regenerate the existing bogs for use in paludiculture,
eco-tourism, carbon farming, and tree farming as appropriate to optimise environmental outcomes.
- Quantifying the value of the existing viable peat lands as carbon sinks and then determine
a carbon market to incentivise owners and operators of peat lands to preserve, rewet or restore
their assets.
- Educating the public to the benefits of what would be proposed to include the climate and
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environmental benefits, the economic, social, cultural and public health benefits.
I hope to be in a position to appoint a chairperson to the working group shortly. Thereafter,
invitations to nominate representatives to the working group will issue from my Department.
Housing Issues

10/02/2021WRT01100

335. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if his attention has been drawn to the purchase of property (details supplied) by foreign
investors; the tax rate investors will pay on rental income; the impact these foreign investment
firms’ block purchases have on housing affordability; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7087/21]
10/02/2021WRT01200

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The Programme for Government, ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to putting affordability at the
heart of the housing system, which the Government has prioritised in Budget 2021 by providing
for a suite of affordable housing measures totalling €468 million. This will be utilised across
two new programmes announced in Budget 2021 to deliver affordable homes to purchase or
rent, as well as the existing Serviced Sites Fund, the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation
Fund, the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, and through the Land Development Agency.
10/02/2021WRT01300

Government approved the priority drafting of the Affordable Housing Bill 2020 on 22 December 2020, and I published the General Scheme on 20 January 20 last. The Bill includes provisions to underpin three schemes delivering on the Programme for Government commitment
to prioritise the increased supply of affordable homes through (1) affordable homes delivered
by local authorities (2) a new affordable purchase shared equity scheme for private homes and
(3) the introduction of a new form of tenure in Cost Rental.
Taxation policy in general is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Finance.
Irish Water

10/02/2021WRT01400

336. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if his Department will transfer all wastewater treatment plants to Irish Water including those owned by an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7088/21]
10/02/2021WRT01500

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
Section 12 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 provides for the transfer, by Ministerial
Order, of the property of a water services authority (a city council, county council or city and
county council) to Irish Water. This transfer of assets arises solely in the context of the establishment of Irish Water which, since 1 January 2014, has assumed statutory responsibility for
all aspects of the planning, delivery and operation of the public water systems for which local
water services authorities were previously responsible. Other entities do not come within the
scope of the Act.
10/02/2021WRT01600

Housing Data

10/02/2021WRT01700

337. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the breakdown of housing delivery targets for 2022; the projected number of units
10/02/2021WRT01800
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provided by approved housing bodies, local authorities and under Part V of the Planning and
Development Act 2000; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7089/21]
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
Increasing the supply of housing, particularly new build social and affordable is a priority for
me and for this Government. The Programme for Government commits to increasing the social
housing stock by more than 50,000, with an emphasis on new builds. Budget 2021 provides
€3.3 billion for the delivery of housing. Subject to the impact of the Covid related restrictions
on the construction sector, the available funding will deliver 12,750 new social homes through
build, acquisition and leasing. A major focus of this investment is the delivery of new build,
with an overall target of 9,500 new homes and the increased build targets will see increased local authority build on local authority land.
10/02/2021WRT01900

The Government will be publishing a new housing strategy this year, which will set out
details of social housing delivery for 2021-2025, including social housing targets for 2022 onwards.
Departmental Expenditure

10/02/2021WRT02000

338. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the amount spent by his Department in responding to the collective complaint brought to
the European Court of Human Rights, Strasbourg regarding conditions in local authority properties; and the breakdown of those costs by type including legal fees, communications, research
and any other category that may be relevant. [7133/21]
10/02/2021WRT02100

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The response to the collective complaint brought by the International Federation for Human
Rights to the European Committee of Social Rights in relation to a number of articles of the
Revised European Social Charter was led by the Department of Foreign Affairs. Any legal costs
arising from the complaint are dealt with by that Department. Any staffing or resource costs
arising for my Department in providing material responding to the complaint have not been
separately itemised or costed.
10/02/2021WRT02200

Heritage Sites

10/02/2021WRT02300

339. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government
and Heritage if consideration will be given to allocating funding for protected structures, giving due regard to the number of protected structures within County Cork; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7167/21]
10/02/2021WRT02400

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My Department provides financial support for the protection of
heritage buildings and historic structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, administered by the local authorities. These are the Historic Structures Fund (HSF) and the Built
Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS).
10/02/2021WRT02500

The HSF is for conservation and enhancement to heritage structures and historic buildings, in both private and public ownership, for the benefit of communities and the public. This
scheme operates across all counties, including County Cork. The allocation for the HSF in 2021
is €3 million, against €1.8 million in 2020.
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The BHIS is a scheme for the repair and conservation of structures on the local authority
Record of Protected Structures (RPS). It is designed to leverage private capital for investment
in small scale conservation projects across the country and to support the employment of skilled
conservation professionals.
The allocation for the BHIS in 2021 is €3 million, against €2.5 million in 2020. The allocation for Cork City Council is €114,000 and €94,800 for Cork County Council. The annual
funding allocated to each City and County Council under the BHIS is based on the number of
protected structures in the geographical area of that local authority, having regard to the population of that area on a ratio of 80/20 pro-rata. Where a local authority underspends in a particular
year, that money can be reallocated to another local authority, ensuring that funding is directed
to where it is most needed.
The operation of the scheme is kept under review and the method of allocating funds, including the number of structures on the RPS, will be among the matters to be considered in the
next review, which is due to take place this summer.
Last year I also introduced the Community Monuments Fund (CMF) for conservation and
other works at our national monuments, many of which are protected structures. It is administered by the National Monuments Service of my Department through the local authorities. The
CMF for 2021 is due to be launched in the coming weeks. It will invest essential funding in our
valuable archaeological heritage and help the owners and custodians of archaeological monuments to safeguard them into the future for the benefit of communities and the public. The core
aims of the CMF are the conservation, maintenance, protection and promotion of local monuments and historic sites and will:
- enable conservation works to be carried out on monuments which are deemed to be significant and in need of urgent support;
- encourage access to monuments and improve their presentation;
- build resilience in our monuments to enable them to withstand the effects of climate change
Question No. 340 answered with Question No. 334.
Rental Sector

10/02/2021WRT02700

341. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the person or body that pays the management fees for properties in private developments
let through HAP and RAS. [7230/21]
10/02/2021WRT02800

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a flexible and immediate housing support that is
available to all eligible households throughout the State. Under HAP, a tenant sources their own
accommodation in the private rented market. The tenancy agreement is between the tenant and
the landlord and is governed by the Residential Tenancies Acts.
10/02/2021WRT02900

Under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014, HAP provides for the payment
of rent for a dwelling to a landlord on behalf of a qualified household. HAP support, therefore,
would not extend to additional costs such as management fees.
The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) places responsibility on local authorities to
meet the accommodation needs of people who are in receipt of Rent Supplement for 18 months
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or longer, and who are assessed as having a long-term housing need. The scheme is delivered
by local authorities who source accommodation from the private market and Approved Housing
Bodies.
Where a property is sourced, the local authority enters into a contractual arrangement with
the Approved Housing Body or private landlord to make the property available to RAS for an
agreed term at an agreed monthly rent. Recoupment is made to local authorities, by my Department, to cover only the contracted rents due to private landlords and Approved Housing Bodies.
Local Authority Housing

10/02/2021WRT03000

342. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if local authority council housing tenants are permitted to make complaints to the
Residential Tenancies Board given that social housing tenants of approved housing bodies are
permitted; if not, if he will consider amending the relevant legislation to permit council tenants
to take complaints to the RTB; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7334/21]
10/02/2021WRT03100

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The Residential Tenancies Acts cover tenancies in the private rental sector. The Residential
Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2015 amended the 2004 Residential Tenancies Act and brought
tenancies of Approved Housing Bodies under the remit of the Residential Tenancies Board.
10/02/2021WRT03200

The Housing Acts 1966 to 2019 govern local authority housing tenancies. Local authority
social housing tenants can avail of the Customer Complaints Procedure that is in place in all
local authorities and can be availed of regarding any issues they may have in dealing with their
local authority related to their housing situation.
Following the making and processing of any such complaint, if a local authority tenant still
considers that they have been adversely affected by a local authority’s action, or lack of action, that they consider to be unfair or unreasonable, it is open to them make a complaint to the
Ombudsman. The Ombudsman can examine complaints about how local authorities carry out
their everyday executive and administrative activities. These include complaints about delays
or failures to take action.
I have no plans to extend the provisions of these Residential Tenancies Acts to local authority tenants to enable them to make complaints to the Residential Tenancies Board at this time.
Housing Assistance Payment

10/02/2021WRT03300

343. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if his attention has been drawn to the increased waiting times to access homeless HAP;
the steps taken to reduce these waiting times; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7337/21]
10/02/2021WRT03400

344. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the current waiting times for access to homeless HAP; the way in which these waiting
times compare to 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7338/21]
10/02/2021WRT03500

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 343 and 344 together.
10/02/2021WRT03600

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a form of social housing support for people who
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have a long-term housing need. In order for a household to qualify for HAP, they must first be
assessed as eligible for social housing support by their local authority. Any household assessed
as eligible for social housing is immediately eligible for HAP.
Under HAP, households at risk of homelessness may be eligible for additional supports. To
qualify for specific additional supports available to homeless households, a household must
have been determined by the relevant local authority to be homeless within the meaning of section 2 of the Housing Act 1988. The operation of local homeless services, including the Place
Finder Service, is a matter for each local authority.
Despite the challenges faced throughout 2020 due to the Covid emergency measures, local
authorities and the Housing Assistance Payment Shared Service Centre (HAP SSC) have continued to provide a critical service to all HAP customers. This is evident in the high number of
HAP tenancies that continued to be set-up. The 2020 HAP target was 15,750 additional tenancies and, at the end of Q3 2020, 11,887 HAP tenancies (76% of target) had been established.
Measures that were required to be taken in the context of Covid-19, however, have had an
impact on processing times for HAP applications, including Homeless HAP Applications. The
average processing time at end Q2, 2020 was 40 days. An analysis of more recent data from
the HAP SSC indicates a reduction on that average processing time at end Q3, 2020 to 38 days.
The HAP application form comes in two parts, Section A to be completed by the applicant
tenant and Section B to be completed by the landlord or agent. An application for HAP will only
be accepted by the local authority when both Section A and Section B are completed, signed and
returned, along with the required supporting documentation. Any delay in tenants and landlords
supplying this information will impact on the processing time of the HAP application. The earliest date a HAP payment to the landlord will apply from is the date a complete and valid HAP
application has been received by the local authority.
Once a HAP application has been received and confirmed as valid by the relevant local authority, it is entered on the system by the local authority and then submitted for processing and
payment by the HAP Shared Service Centre. HAP application processing times within local
authorities may vary. If there are delays at the processing stage within a local authority, payment to the landlord may be backdated to the date on which a complete and valid application
form was received by the local authority. The landlord is therefore not penalised for any delay.
Limerick City and County Council provide a highly effective HAP transactional shared
service on behalf of all local authorities. The HAP Shared Services Centre (HAP SSC) manages
all HAP related rental transactions for the tenant, local authority and landlord. Once a HAP
application has been received and confirmed as valid by the relevant local authority, it is then
processed by the HAP SSC. Any rental payment arising for a given month will then be made to
a landlord on the last Wednesday of that month.
The average processing time of a HAP application, including Homeless HAP applications,
is provided in the following table:
Average for the Quarter
27 days
34 days
38 days

Q4 2018
Q4 2019
Q3 2020 *

*Q4 2020 HAP data is not available at this time.
Through our ongoing engagement with local authorities my Department has stressed the
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need to minimise delays in processing these vital applications to ensure the social housing
needs of tenants can be met through the HAP scheme where required. My Department is closely
monitoring this situation and will continue to do so over the coming months.
Housing Data

10/02/2021WRT03800

345. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the per-person cost of Housing First; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7339/21]
10/02/2021WRT03900

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
Housing First enables homeless individuals with high levels of complex needs to obtain permanent secure accommodation with the provision of intensive housing and health supports to help
the individuals concerned maintain their tenancies.
10/02/2021WRT04000

The National Implementation Plan for Housing First, published in September 2018, which
puts the programme on a national footing, is designed to provide this response, by delivering
permanent housing solutions and associated supports for rough sleepers and long-term users of
emergency accommodation. It extends the delivery of Housing First nationally, with the introduction of targets for each local authority. The Plan includes an overall target of 663 tenancies
in the period 2018-2021. The implementation of the Plan is a joint initiative of the Department
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, the Department of Health, the HSE and the local
authorities.
Over the three years between 2018 and 2020, my Department has provided some €9m in
funding to local authorities to accelerate the roll out of the Plan nationally. This does not include
the cost of providing the units, which are delivered under the social housing programme. Due to
the tailored response to individual circumstances of each Housing First client, my Department
is not in a position to specify a single representative figure for the cost of a housing first tenancy.
Planning Issues

10/02/2021WRT04100

346. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the position regarding the roll-out of a nationwide e-planning system. [7347/21]
10/02/2021WRT04200

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Peter Burke): The ePlanning project which is currently being developed seeks to
integrate the IT systems of the 31 planning authorities using a single online portal allowing for
the online submission of planning applications, appeals, submissions and associated fees. Once
fully rolled out, ePlanning will provide an online option for the public to engage with the planning system, in addition to the paper based system.
10/02/2021WRT04300

The Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) is managing and co-ordinating the
development of the ePlanning project on behalf of the Department. The experience of operating the planning system during the Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the importance role that
online technology would make in the future. Consequently, the ePlanning Project Board has
been requested by my Department to consider the acceleration of the development and rollout
of ePlanning nationwide with a view to bringing the system onstream as speedily as possible.
The proposed system is now in its final stages of development and testing further to which it
is envisaged that the LGMA’s rollout of ePlanning nationwide to all local authorities will be
completed on a phased basis by Q2 2022.
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Local Authority Staff

10/02/2021WRT04400

347. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if recently retired and resigned local authority planning officials are subject to a cooling-off period after they retire or resign before they can go out on their own as private sector
planners; if so, the length of the cooling-off period; if there is an enforcement mechanism in
circumstances in which there is a suspected breach; if so, the body which holds the enforcement
powers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7367/21]
10/02/2021WRT04500

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
The Code of Conduct for Employees in a Local Authority, which issued under Section 169 of
the Local Government Act, 2001 deals with these matters.
10/02/2021WRT04600

An employee intending to accept an appointment that could give rise to a conflict of interest
should inform the appropriate authority of such intention. An employee below Director of Services level should inform or apply, as appropriate, to the Chief Executive of the local authority
in which he or she is serving.
Also, employees to whom Part 15 of the Local Government Act, 2001 (Ethical Framework
for the Local Government Service) applies shall not, within twelve months of resignation or retirement, accept an offer of employment or consultancy engagement where the nature and terms
are such that the question of a conflict of interest could arise without obtaining the approval of
the appropriate authority. The twelve month period applies to an employee to whom Part 15 of
the Local Government Act, 2001 applied at any time during the six month period immediately
prior to retirement or resignation.
This is a matter for the Chief Executive of the relevant local authority.
Natura 2000

10/02/2021WRT04700

348. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if consideration will be given to providing public information signage at appropriate
locations for a European Natura 2000 site (details supplied) to ensure better public understanding of the site and the reasons for its designation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7368/21]
10/02/2021WRT04800

Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The special area of conservation site referred to in the Deputy’s
Question is not in the ownership of the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
Accordingly, the issue of signage at the site would be a matter for the local authority concerned.
10/02/2021WRT04900

Housing Provision

10/02/2021WRT05000

349. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if his Department has programmes in place to assist single parent families to access
housing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7369/21]
10/02/2021WRT05100

350. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage the priority given to single parent families when accessing social housing; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7370/21]
10/02/2021WRT05200
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Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 349 and 350 together.
10/02/2021WRT05300

It is open to anyone to apply for social housing support, applications for which are assessed
by the relevant local authority, in accordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in
section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, as amended.
Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 requires all local authorities, as a reserved function, to make an allocation scheme determining the order of priority to
be accorded in the allocation of dwellings to households qualified for social housing support
and to households approved for a transfer, the allocation of which would, in the opinion of the
authority, meet the accommodation needs and requirements of the households.
It is the local authority which assesses housing applicants, taking into account factors such
as the condition and affordability of existing accommodation, medical and compassionate
grounds, etc. The authority then prioritises the needs of approved applicants in accordance with
its allocation scheme.
The Programme for Government commits to putting affordability at the heart of the housing
system. To this end programmes are in development which will be specifically aimed at supporting middle income earners. The Affordable Housing Bill 2020 which I published in January
provides for new affordable purchase and Cost Rental Schemes and it is intended to see the
first homes delivered under the schemes in 2021. The schemes will complement other existing
initiatives such as the Rebuilding Ireland Home loan and Help to Buy Scheme.

10/02/2021WRU00300

Social and Affordable Housing

351. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if the shared equity scheme prioritises particular groups to access the scheme; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [7371/21]
10/02/2021WRU00400

352. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage if there is leniency when accessing the shared equity scheme; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7372/21]
10/02/2021WRU00500

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 351 and 352 together.
10/02/2021WRU00600

In line with the commitment to put affordability at the heart of the housing system in the
Programme for Government, ‘Our Shared Future’, Government approved the priority drafting of the Affordable Housing Bill 2020 on 22 December 2020, and I published the General
Scheme on 20 January last.
The Bill includes provisions to underpin three schemes delivering on the Programme for
Government commitment to prioritise the increased supply of affordable homes through (1)
affordable homes delivered by local authorities (2) a new affordable purchase shared equity
scheme for private homes and (3) the introduction of a new form of tenure in Cost Rental.
Budget 2021 allocated €75 million for the affordable housing shared equity scheme. The
scheme will be targeted at first time buyers of new build homes who would otherwise not be in
a position to buy a home. However, the more detailed design aspects of the scheme, including
eligibility criteria, is currently ongoing, and will be informed by our continued engagement
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with all relevant stakeholders.
Irish Water

10/02/2021WRU00800

353. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if capital expenditure has been applied for by Irish Water for a project (details supplied).
[7398/21]
10/02/2021WRU00900

354. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the capital expenditure that has been applied for by Irish Water since June 2020 for projects
(details supplied). [7399/21]
10/02/2021WRU01000

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 353 and 354 together.
10/02/2021WRU01100

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water does not
as a matter of course apply to my Department for the allocation of funding towards a specific
project which are a matter for Irish Water.
As part of Budget 2021, I secured funding of over €1.4 billion to support water services.
This includes €1.3 billion in respect of domestic water services provision by Irish Water. This
overall investment will deliver significant improvements in our public water and wastewater
services, support improved water supplies right across Ireland, including rural Ireland, and support a range of programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and marine
area. The prioritisation and progression of individual projects is a matter for determination by
Irish Water.
Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from
public representatives. The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

10/02/2021WRU01300

Local Authority Assets

355. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
the number of local authorities that are currently paying loans that were taken out to purchase
land which was not included in the land aggregation scheme for housing purposes; the value of
the land at time of purchase; the current value of the land; the amount paid back by each local
authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7421/21]
10/02/2021WRU01400

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):
Whilst the Department would retain detailed information on those lands included in the Land
Aggregation scheme (LAGS), the information sought by the Deputy on non LAGS land loans
should be sought through each local authority.
10/02/2021WRU01500

Waterways Issues

10/02/2021WRU01600

356. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage further to Parliamentary Question No. 62 of 4 November 2020, the number of sluice
gates open and closed by the ESB and Waterways Ireland; and the number of boards removed at
10/02/2021WRU01700
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Meelick Weir for the month of January 2021 and to date in February in tabular form. [7427/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Waterways Ireland has provided my Department with the attached
table showing that all sluice gates were open and no weir boards were in place at Meelick Weir
for the period 1 January 2021 to 9 February 2021.
10/02/2021WRU01800

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-02-11_pq356-10-02-21_en.xlsx”>Table</a>]
Ministerial Meetings

10/02/2021WRU01900

357. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has spoken to his
UK counterpart regarding the premature triggering of Article 16 by the European Commission.
[7289/21]
10/02/2021WRU02000

373. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of communications with his colleagues in the European Commission to ensure that the premature triggering of Article 16 was an isolated incident. [7288/21]
10/02/2021WRU02100

374. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has engaged
with his colleagues in the EU to ensure the triggering of Article 16 of the Northern Ireland protocol by the European Commission was an isolated incident; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [7294/21]
10/02/2021WRU02200

375. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has engaged
with his counterpart in the United Kingdom following the triggering of Article 16 of the Northern Ireland protocol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7295/21]
10/02/2021WRU02300

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
357 and 373 to 375, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRU02400

The decision by the European Commission to consider invoking Article 16 of the Protocol
on 29 January was a mistake and should not have happened.
As soon as the Government became aware of it, we raised our concerns with the Commission and we welcome the fact that they immediately reversed course.
While this quick corrective action from the Commission was welcome - by failing to properly engage and consult with all relevant parties, some political damage was caused. We are
engaging with the Commission to ensure this cannot be repeated.
I am in regular contact with Commission Vice President and EU co-chair of the Withdrawal
Agreement Joint Committee, Maroš Šefcovic, as well as with both the Chancellor of the Duchy
of Lancaster and UK co-chair of the Withdrawal Agreement Joint Committee, Michael Gove,
and the Secretary of State of Northern Ireland, Brandon Lewis.
The political impact of the Article 16 decision in Northern Ireland is deeply regrettable, and
it is vital for all of us to do what we can to rebuild confidence.
The Protocol must work, and be seen to work, for Northern Ireland’s people and businesses.
We recognise that there are a number of challenges in adapting to the Protocol – and we must
work within its framework to find solutions.
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The same messages are being conveyed in our contacts with fellow EU Member States,
through direct Ministerial communications and through our diplomatic network, and solidarity
on Brexit issues across the EU remains strong.
Consular Services

10/02/2021WRU02500

358. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has
been drawn to the case of person (details supplied) and the family’s request for him to intervene
in the matter by requesting a response to a letter from his counterpart in the country. [7353/21]
10/02/2021WRU02600

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm that my Department
is aware of this case and has been providing all possible consular advice, support and assistance
to the family through our Embassy in Luxembourg and our Consular Assistance Unit in Dublin.
10/02/2021WRU02700

As with all consular cases, it would not be appropriate to discuss the details of a case or to
comment on matters pertaining to a legal process in another jurisdiction. As the Deputy will appreciate, our officials are precluded from intervening in judicial processes overseas. However, I
can assure the Deputy that we will continue to provide all possible advice and consular support
to the family as appropriate.
Covid-19 Tests

10/02/2021WRU02800

359. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if personnel and
passengers on a plane (details supplied) that stayed overnight in Ireland were tested on entering
the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6423/21]
10/02/2021WRU02900

360. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of personnel and passengers that were on board a plane (details supplied); if they were carrying weaponry and ammunition; if the aircraft was inspected by members of An Garda Síochána; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [6424/21]
10/02/2021WRU03000

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
359 and 360 together.
10/02/2021WRU03100

The landing in question was by a US military aircraft, with five crew and forty eight passengers on board. It had sought and received prior diplomatic clearance to land subject to our
routine stipulations, including that it did not carry arms or ammunition. The US authorities have
confirmed that this condition was met.
Sovereign immunity, a long-standing principle of customary international law, means that a
State may not exercise its jurisdiction in respect of another State or its property, including State
or military aircraft. This principle applies automatically to foreign State or military aircraft in
the same way that it applies to Irish State or military aircraft abroad.
As regards public health measures, Statutory Instrument 11/2021 was the applicable regulation on that date, which stipulated that all passengers should present negative PCR tests on arrival and complete a passenger location form. Due to an error on the US side, the passengers on
the flight did not present evidence of negative PCR tests nor complete passenger location forms.
Once informed of this breach of regulations by An Garda Siochána, the issue was raised
with the US authorities, both through the US Embassy in Dublin and through our Embassy in
Washington. The US authorities have undertaken a review of the circumstances which led to
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this breach. They have also confirmed that the passengers concerned were operating in a “clean
bubble”, were tested repeatedly during the period they were deployed in the location where
the flight originated and, following instructions by An Garda Síochána, self isolated in a hotel
in Limerick overnight, only leaving once to purchase food, while masked, before returning to
Shannon airport the following day to travel onward to their destination.
Nonetheless, any non-compliance is a serious matter and I made this clear in a discussion
with the Chargé d’Affaires of the US Embassy in Dublin on 4 February. Our Ambassador in
Washington has also made this clear in his contacts with senior officials in Washington. We
have emphasised to the US authorities that all landings must fully abide by the conditions put
in place by the Irish authorities, including public health conditions. The US authorities have
assured me that this is understood and will not happen again.
It is clear that the requirements of the Statutory Instrument, which came into effect on 9
January, were inadequately communicated by the relevant US authorities across the entire US
Government system. My Department and our Embassy in Washington have received apologies,
both orally and in writing, from the relevant US authorities, including the US military authorities. The US side has recommitted to full compliance in respect of future landings.

10/02/2021WRU03300

Covid-19 Pandemic

361. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps Ireland is
taking to work with international colleagues in the UK and EU and on the UN Security Council
to support the call by the WHO for the distribution of the Covid-19 vaccine globally to include
persons living in areas of socioeconomic disadvantage; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6452/21]
10/02/2021WRU03400

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): Ireland
is fully supporting efforts by the international community, including as an EU Member State,
to ensure fair and equitable access to vaccines for all. The Government quadrupled funding to
the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 2020, given its role as lead UN agency for health and
co-host of the Access to Covid-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, which has the COVAX facility
as a centerpiece. COVAX is supporting 92 low and middle-income countries access Covid-19
vaccines.
10/02/2021WRU03500

Vaccine supply constraints remain an issue, particularly for low-income countries. In response to this, the Irish Aid allocation to global health will increase to at least €50 million in
2021, to include support for global equitable access to vaccines through WHO and the COVAX
facility.
Also included in this is funding of €15 million to the Global Fund to end AIDS, TB and
Malaria, and €3 million to Gavi - supporting our partner multilateral agencies, sustaining health
systems and ensuring attention to other diseases including HIV and AIDS, Malaria and TB.
Ireland also continues to support key partner multilateral agencies, such as UNICEF and multilateral development banks, who are also playing an important part in the global response to
the pandemic.
While the World Health Organisation is leading the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the UN Security Council has a role to play in addressing the potential threats to international peace and security arising from the pandemic, as recognised in Security Council Resolution 2532 adopted last July. As Minister for Foreign Affairs I plan to participate in a meeting of
the Security Council on COVID-19 on 17 February.
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Irish Embassies in partner countries will in the meantime be working alongside the WHO
and other health partners to support the vaccine roll-out effort, which will face further challenges given limited health systems capacity in many countries.
Brexit Issues

10/02/2021WRU03600

362. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the person or body
that signed off on the final draft for the fisheries element of the Brexit trade agreement; if the
draft proposals prior to sign-off contained a table of the cuts in respect of the species for all the
respective coastal member states; and if he considered at that point lodging an official objection
to the proposals on behalf of Ireland in view of the sheer magnitude of the losses to the Irish
sector. [6502/21]
10/02/2021WRU03700

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Negotiations on the EU-UK
Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) concluded on 24 December 2020. On 29 December,
the Council of the European Union, acting by the unanimity of all 27 Member States, adopted
a decision by written procedure authorising the signature of the Agreement, and its provisional
application as of 1 January 2021.
10/02/2021WRU03800

Annex FISH.1 to the TCA lists the shares of the Total Allowable Catch (TACs) of the fish
stocks allocated between the EU and the UK.
Minister McConalogue published a Preliminary Analysis of Transfers of Quota Shares on
the gov.ie website on 13 January, which details quota transfers for Ireland across the different
stocks. This compares the quota shares allocated to Ireland in 2020 and the corresponding new
quota shares for 2021-2026.
We are keenly aware of the impact of the TCA and the impact of this burden on our fisheries sector. The outcome on fisheries was a difficult compromise and the Government will work
to ensure that the fisheries sector, and the coastal communities that depend on it, are supported
through the period ahead. I will continue working with Minister McConalogue and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in engaging with the Commission to explore options
and seek constructive solutions.
Consular Services

10/02/2021WRU03900

363. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will provide a
report on the activities of the Irish Consulate General in Los Angeles. [6620/21]
10/02/2021WRU04000

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Consulate General of Ireland, Los Angeles, was officially opened by the then Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar T.D., on 26 September 2019 with the participation of the Mayor of Los Angeles, Eric Garcetti. The Consulate
is one of the new Missions established under Global Ireland 2025 and in line with commitments
in Ireland’s Strategy for the US and Canada 2019-2025. The Consulate represents Ireland in
Southern California, and in the neighbouring states of Nevada, Arizona, Utah and Hawaii.
10/02/2021WRU04100

The decision to open a Consulate in Los Angeles reflects the strong economic and diaspora
connections between Ireland and the Pacific Southwest, including the potential to further develop Ireland’s links with Los Angeles, the second largest city in the United States. The Consulate
is working to build on links between Ireland and this region in a range of areas, working with
both the Irish community and local business, political and cultural partners.
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The Consulate also works closely with the State Agencies with interests in this region, in
particular Screen Ireland, Enterprise Ireland, the Industrial Development Authority and Tourism Ireland. Los Angeles is a world-leading entertainment capital and the Consulate has a particular focus on supporting the work of the State Agencies within the creative industries. Screen
Ireland is currently in the process of recruiting a Los Angeles-based representative, to be colocated with the Consulate.
The Consulate works closely with the Irish diaspora in the Pacific Southwest, in line with the
Government’s Diaspora Strategy for the period 2020-2025. This includes providing support to
Irish communities and organisations through the Government’s Emigrant Support Programme,
delivering consular assistance to Irish citizens in the Pacific Southwest, and promoting an open
and inclusive approach to ongoing engagement with our increasingly multicultural diaspora.
The Consulate also has a particular focus on promoting Irish culture in the Western United
States and is preparing to recruit a dedicated Cultural Officer later this year. Los Angeles is one
of six priority locations for the appointment of Cultural Officers as specified in Global Ireland
2025, in recognition of the opportunities that exist for Irish artists and creators in this region.
Ministerial Meetings

10/02/2021WRU04200

364. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has spoken
to the US Senate Majority Leader, Mr. Chuck Schumer since the presidential election in the
United States of America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6683/21]
10/02/2021WRU04300

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Strengthening bilateral relations
with the US is a priority for Ireland as set out in our Programme for Government, as well in
our Strategy for the US and Canada (2019-2025). With each successive Administration in the
White House and each successive US Congress, our bilateral relationship has been valued and
strengthened, to the benefit of our people on both sides of the Atlantic.
10/02/2021WRU04400

While I have not spoken directly with the US Senate Majority Leader, Mr. Chuck Schumer,
since the US Presidential election, the Government engages regularly with US elected representatives from across the aisle in Congress. Looking ahead, we will continue to maintain close
relations with Members of Congress and contacts from across the political spectrum. This engagement extends to our contacts at federal, state, city and local levels.
In particular, we look forward to working with both the new Administration and the US
Congress to pursue comprehensive immigration reform in the US. We are pleased to see that
immigration issues, including regarding pathways to citizenship, are a priority for President
Biden, as evidenced by the proposed US Citizenship Act of 2021. We will actively engage with
the new Administration and Congress on this particular initiative, including through our Embassy in Washington, DC.
We also look forward to working with the US on the many global challenges facing the international community, from the pandemic to climate change to promoting peace and security,
as well as on issues of particular importance to our bilateral relationship.
Ireland has always maintained close relations with the US and will continue to do so, including through our Embassy in Washington D.C., our other diplomatic Missions across the US and
through the US Embassy in Dublin.

10/02/2021WRU04500

Passport Services
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365. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the services being provided by the passport office at present to process passport applications in view of Covid-19; the
details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6707/21]
10/02/2021WRU04600

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused
processing of routine applications while Ireland is at Level 5 of the National Framework for
Living with COVID-19. Passport Service staff have been temporarily reassigned to provide
consular assistance for Irish citizens overseas.
10/02/2021WRU04700

The Passport Service continues to provide an emergency passport service for Irish citizens
at home and abroad. The service is available for those who are required to travel due to the
death or serious illness of a family member or because the applicant requires emergency medical treatment.
Applicants who require a passport for emergency purposes, or to travel for urgent reasons,
should contact the Passport Service via our Customer Service Hub Webchat function on our
website.
The Passport Service has a comprehensive plan in place to resume all services, in line with
the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. When operations resume at Level 4, all
applications received via Passport Online will be processed.
The Passport Service has a great deal of experience in dealing with peaks in demand, and
we are confident that any backlog will be cleared quickly. When the Passport Service resumed
operations in June 2020, the backlog was cleared in four weeks. It was similar in December
2020 with the majority of the backlog was cleared within three weeks.
The Passport Service plans to resume processing of routine paper based applications such as
Passport Express, Northern Ireland Passport Express and applications for Foreign Birth Registrations at Level 3 of the National Framework.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRU04800

366. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the details of the latest
discussions his Department has had with his counterparts in Northern Ireland during the Covid-19 pandemic regarding the Border and combating the virus; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6762/21]
10/02/2021WRU04900

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Deputy will be aware,
my Department does not lead on the response to Covid-19 from the operational perspective.
However, I, and officials in my Department, continue to facilitate regular, necessary contact and
coordination with Northern Ireland counterparts.
10/02/2021WRU05000

Regular engagement is ongoing also between Health Ministers, Chief Medical Officers and
relevant Ministers on specific issues.
On Monday 2 February, with the Minister of State for Northern Ireland, Robin Walker MP,
I jointly chaired a conference call with the First Minister Arlene Foster, deputy First Minister
Michelle O’Neill, Health Minister Robin Swann and Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly to
discuss the ongoing response to Covid-19.
This was the latest in a series of regular conference calls in this format, following the first
such meeting, which took place in Armagh on 13 March 2020.
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These meetings are a key element of our ongoing North South contact. They provide an
opportunity to discuss recent developments, and update on operational cooperation within the
framework of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), agreed by our Chief Medical Officers to strengthen North South co-operation on the public health response to the COVID-19
pandemic in April 2020.
On this occasion, the latest developments in the collective effort to combat the pandemic
were discussed, and the need to continue close cooperation in order to best manage the increasingly serious pressures facing our respective healthcare systems. The importance of providing
clear messaging to the public was also emphasised.
We discussed Covid-19 restrictions on the island, North and South, with a view to adopting
similar approaches wherever possible. The need for continued cooperation and coordination
was reaffirmed, including with regard to international travel restrictions, in order to limit the
spread of Covid-19.
Furthermore, in recent weeks, in view of fast-moving developments in both jurisdictions,
official level calls have been facilitated with counterparts in Northern Ireland and Great Britain,
to discuss measures in place.
Undocumented Irish in the USA

10/02/2021WRU05100

367. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the efforts he and his
Department are making with the new US administration to improve the situation for undocumented Irish immigrants in the United States of America; if he is hopeful of positive developments under the Biden administration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6818/21]
10/02/2021WRU05200

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Strengthening bilateral relations
with the US is a priority for Ireland as set out in our Programme for Government, as well in
our Strategy for the US and Canada (2019-2025). We continue to maintain close relations with
Members of Congress and contacts from across the political spectrum, and will continue to seek
opportunities to deepen and strengthen our bilateral relations with the Biden Administration.
10/02/2021WRU05300

In particular, we look forward to working with the new Administration, as well as with the
United States Congress, across the aisle, to pursue comprehensive immigration reform in the
US. We are pleased to see that immigration issues, including regarding pathways to citizenship,
are a priority for the new US President, as demonstrated by the proposed US Citizenship Act
of 2021. We will actively engage with the new Administration and Congress on this particular
initiative, including through our Embassy in Washington, DC.
The issue of Irish immigration to the US, particularly the status of the undocumented Irish,
has been a high priority for successive Governments and continues to be one of my key priorities. Immigration issues have been raised on an ongoing basis in our engagement with US
Administrations and political leaders. I have raised these issues in contacts with members of the
previous US Administration and both Houses of Congress, including during my visit to Washington D.C. at the end of September last year.
Our Embassy in Washington D.C., as well as the Consulates across the US, work closely
with Irish Immigration Centres, which support the needs of Irish citizens. The Coalition of Irish
Immigration Centers receives significant annual funding through the Government’s Emigrant
Support Programme. In 2019, over €3m was allocated to 88 organisations across the US, including those that provide front-line welfare assistance to Irish citizens. Furthermore, in response
to the pandemic, a dedicated COVID-19 Response Fund for Irish Communities Abroad was set
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up to help these organisations meet the needs of those who are particularly vulnerable. In 2020,
over €3.6m was paid to diaspora organisations in the US for ESP and Covid related projects.
In terms of securing future pathways for immigration, we will continue to pursue the E3
Visa Bill option. If passed, this could allow access to thousands of US visas each year to Irish
citizens, providing new opportunities to live and work in the US. Now that the new Administration and new Congress are in place, we will seek the reintroduction of the Bill at the earliest
opportunity.
Foreign Policy

10/02/2021WRU05400

368. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps he is taking in
relation to the recent military coup in Myanmar; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6884/21]
10/02/2021WRU05500

369. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the recent
military coup in Myanmar; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6986/21]
10/02/2021WRU05600

380. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps taken in
response to the military coup in Myanmar on 1 February 2021; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7354/21]
10/02/2021WRU05700

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos.
368, 369 and 380 together.
10/02/2021WRU05800

In response to events in Myanmar, I issued a statement, condemning the coup in the strongest possible terms. In the statement, I further condemned the detention of political figures and
have called for their immediate release.
The coup is a reversal of progress made towards democracy and rule of law in Myanmar that
have taken years to establish, and does nothing to tackle the public health, security or economic
issues faced by the people of Myanmar.
The actions taken by the military leadership increase dangers for vulnerable populations
facing pre-existing challenges, including internal conflicts, protecting human rights, meeting
humanitarian needs and responding to the Rohingya refugee crisis.
Ireland set out its concerns in a discussion at the UN Security Council on the situation in
Myanmar. It is welcome that the Council was able to adopt a common position after this meeting. Ireland is also party to a strong statement issued by the EU.
Ireland, the EU and other partners will work together to develop an appropriate response
to this crisis. We are committed to ensuring that any course of action is appropriate, works to
restore the democratic path in Myanmar and does not negatively impact developmental gains
or exacerbate the humanitarian situation in Myanmar.
In recent days, there have been a number of demonstrations throughout Myanmar protesting
last week’s coup. It is important that the authorities respond appropriately to these events and
that people in Myanmar are free to peacefully and safely express their views.
Our Embassy in Bangkok has also reached out to Irish citizens in Myanmar, offering support where needed and advising them on appropriate safety precautions.
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Foreign Policy

10/02/2021WRV00300

370. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs further to Parliamentary Question No. 285 of 10 December 2020, the agreements with respect to visas that exist
between the two countries; the matters covered by these agreements; the contents of the agreements; when they came into effect; the way in which the inapplicability to illegal settlements
and territories occupied by Israel in 1967 is ensured in practice; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7050/21]
10/02/2021WRV00400

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): With regard to the agreement on
visas, this refers to a 1985 Exchange of Notes relating to the abolition of visas between Ireland
and Israel. This is given effect through the exemption of Israeli passport holders from Irish Visa
Requirements, as provided for under the Immigration Act 2004 (Visas) Order 2014.
10/02/2021WRV00500

Ireland has consistently and strongly opposed settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory, and will continue to do so. Such settlements are illegal under international law and actively
undermine the viability of a negotiated two-State solution in line with the internationally agreed
parameters.
UN Security Council Resolution 2334, adopted on 23 December 2016, states that Israeli
settlements in Palestinian territory have no legal validity and are a major obstacle to peace. The
Resolution calls for an immediate end to settlement activities and also calls on all States to distinguish, in their relevant dealings, between the territory of the State of Israel and the territories
occupied since 1967. Ireland’s bilateral agreements with Israel do not apply to territories occupied by Israel in 1967. Ireland continues to call on the Israeli Government to halt all settlement
construction.
Northern Ireland

10/02/2021WRV00600

371. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps taken by his
Department to progress the purchase of the rights to a book (details supplied). [7185/21]
10/02/2021WRV00700

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The importance of acknowledging, respecting and effectively dealing with the tragic legacy of the past cannot be underestimated. Lost Lives, which chronicles all of the 3,700 people killed in the conflict, is a significant
historical and social resource.
10/02/2021WRV00800

The rights to Lost Lives are solely a matter for its authors, who have made such a valuable
contribution to history in compiling this important work. Should the authors wish to explore
what support could be provided with respect to the accessibility of Lost Lives into the future,
the Government would be open and ready to engage on any appropriate avenues for that support.
The Government also facilitates remembrance of lives lost during the Troubles through a
range of projects and initiatives supported by the Reconciliation Fund. These include, among
many others, the annual Day of Reflection promoted by the Healing Through Remembering
group to facilitate quiet remembrance of the impact of the conflict on lives across these islands,
and the important work of CAIN at Ulster University, which provides a comprehensive chronology of the Troubles, and a permanent reminder of the tragic events which saw so many lose
their lives and left so many bereaved.
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Irish Aid

10/02/2021WRV00900

372. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on whether
Irish Aid should open its election observation roster to applications at any time to bring it in line
with opportunities on the rapid response roster (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7214/21]
10/02/2021WRV01000

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Brophy): The Department of Foreign Affairs enables participation in a range of overseas deployment opportunities for suitably qualified and vetted volunteers, typically involving placement
with, or by, third party organisations,facilitated by the Department through a range of rosters,
registers, initiatives and programmes, including the Election Observation Roster and the Rapid
Response Corps.
10/02/2021WRV01100

The current Election Observation Roster of volunteers for nomination to EU and/or OSCE
election observation missions was established effective as of 1 January 2019 for five years.
There are approximately 200 members of the roster selected through a competitive process and
appropriately vetted. The five year lifetime of the roster allows volunteer members to anticipate
potentially being accepted, upon nomination to the EU or the OSCE, for at least one observation mission during the lifetime of the roster. Reducing the duration of the roster to less than the
advertised five years could deprive existing volunteer members of an opportunity to observe
a mission, while the additional administrative and other overheads of more regular musters of
volunteers would be a consideration also.
The Rapid Response Corps is roster of experts available to deploy at short notice under the
UN Standby Partnership Programme in response to severe, sudden-onset crises and emergencies. The specialist nature of the Rapid Response Corps means it has a different remit and is not
analogous to the volunteer election roster. As outlined in response to Parliamentary Question
No. 329 of 3 February 2021, this Department expects to launch the next recruitment campaign
to that roster in 2022. The last such recruitment took place in 2018. The timing of recruitment
campaigns is to ensure that the skills of Rapid Response Corps members are aligned with the
skills demanded by UN agencies within the Standby Partnership Programme, which can vary
periodically.
Questions Nos. 373 to 375, inclusive, answered with Question No. 357.
EU Agreements

10/02/2021WRV01500

376. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has engaged
with the Northern Ireland Executive following the triggering of Article 16 of the Northern Ireland Protocol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7296/21]
10/02/2021WRV01600

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am in regular contact with the
First Minister, deputy First Minister, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and other political
leaders in Northern Ireland on a range of issues. Most recently, on Monday 1 February, I jointly
chaired a ‘quad’ meeting with the Minister of State for Northern Ireland Robin Walker, First
Minister Arlene Foster, deputy First Minister Michelle O’Neill, Minister for Health Stephen
Donnelly and Northern Ireland Minister of Health Robin Swann, as part of our ongoing engagement and cooperation on Covid-19. I will continue to engage regularly with counterparts in
Northern Ireland and in Great Britain as we move forward on these and other important issues.
10/02/2021WRV01700

The decision by the European Commission last Friday to enact Article 16 of the Protocol
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was a mistake. It should not have happened. As the Deputy will be aware, it was in the context
of a commercial dispute with Astra Zeneca over vaccines; this is an entirely separate issue to
the operation of the Protocol. The Government intervened at the highest levels as soon as we
became aware of the issue. We welcome the fact that the Commission immediately reversed the
decision. Ireland is engaging with the Commission to ensure this does not happen again.
I, and officials in my Department, will continue to engage closely with counterparts and
other stakeholders in Northern Ireland, including in the business community, on issues related
to implementation of the Protocol and Brexit more generally. The Government will continue to
support the work of the EU and the British Government to try to find agreed solutions for some
of the challenges, in line with the Protocol itself and the approach agreed by the UK and EU on
implementation only six weeks ago.
We have consistently said that we want the Protocol to work for Northern Ireland, and for
the island as a whole, in as smooth a manner as possible. What is required now is calm, measured and pragmatic engagement to ensure smooth implementation of the Protocol.
Foreign Conflicts

10/02/2021WRV01800

377. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has spoken
to his counterparts in Europe regarding the ongoing conflict in the Tigray region of Ethiopia; the
discussions he had; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7319/21]
10/02/2021WRV01900

379. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the aid Ireland has
provided to the Tigray region of Ethiopia in recent weeks; if he has raised the humanitarian
crisis in the region with international partners or at the UN; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [7341/21]
10/02/2021WRV02000

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Brophy): I propose to take Questions Nos. 377 and 379 together.
10/02/2021WRV02100

Ireland remains deeply concerned by the ongoing armed conflict between the Federal Government of Ethiopia and the former regional authorities in Tigray, which began on 4 November.
The conflict has had a devastating impact on the population of Tigray, and poses severe risks to
the stability of the wider Horn of Africa region.
Ireland is engaging directly as well as actively supporting the efforts of the EU, UN and
wider international community to address the crisis, including through engagement with the
African Union. We are strongly supportive of regional efforts to try to find a resolution to the
conflict. However progress has been limited to date.
Ireland raised the situation in Ethiopia at the UN Security Council on 3 February, expressing
deep concern at the humanitarian situation in Tigray and calling for unhindered humanitarian
access. Ireland also called on all parties in Tigray to comply with their obligations under international humanitarian law and human rights law including those related to the protection of
civilians and prevention of sexual and gender-based violence. Ireland will continue to advocate
for an urgent response to the humanitarian situation, and for a peaceful resolution to the conflict.
In contacts with key interlocutors, Minister Coveney has called on all parties to cease hostilities, respect international humanitarian law and begin dialogue, as well as for immediate and
unhindered humanitarian access to affected areas. He has condemned reported atrocities and
identity-based attacks, and has called for the human rights of all Ethiopians to be upheld. Ireland continues to engage with regional actors in this regard, including in Addis Ababa, Nairobi
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and Pretoria, and through our membership of the European Union.
Last week, and following discussion of the situation in Ethiopia at the Foreign Affairs Council on 25 January, Minister Coveney raised the situation in Tigray with his counterparts in Germany, in the context of contacts between Chancellor Merkel and Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed,
and Finland, in advance of the visit to the region by its Foreign Minister on behalf of the EU.
Ireland will continue to work closely with our EU partners to ensure a strong response to the
crisis.
My Department has provided over €2.6 million to date to support the humanitarian response
to the Tigray crisis. This includes €1.4 million to Irish NGOs within Tigray, €500,000 to the UN
refugee agency to support the refugee response in neighbouring Sudan, and almost €750,000
towards humanitarian stocks, and supports for the protection of women and girls.
Departmental Data

10/02/2021WRV02200

378. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when his Department will publish updated figures for Ireland’s 2019 climate finance contributions as required
under the Paris Climate Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7335/21]
10/02/2021WRV02300

Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Brophy): Ireland’s international climate finance expenditure is calculated on an annual basis in
a retrospective process coordinated by my Department with inputs from the Department of
Environment, Climate and Communications, the Department of Finance and the Department
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The 2019 Report is being finalised with a view to publication during February, and will detail Ireland’s international financial support to the objectives
of the Rio Conventions on climate change, biodiversity and desertification, as well as Ireland’s
financial support for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and resilience in the face of climatic and
weather-related events.
10/02/2021WRV02400

The 2019 Report will demonstrate continued progress in our contributions to the Paris
Agreement, with a further year-on-year increase in Ireland’s international climate expenditure.
It is anticipated that the 2019 Report will show a 17% increase in international climate expenditure compared to 2018.
Ireland’s international climate finance continues to be focused on the Least Developed Countries and on Small Island Developing States. 99% of Ireland’s international climate expenditure
is allocated to assist the most vulnerable and strengthen their ability to adapt to the impacts of
climate change, as well as on activities that combine adaptation with mitigation benefits.
The recently established Climate Unit in my Department is coordinating with other Departments to continue to scale up and to meet the Programme for Government commitment
to double the overall proportion of Ireland’s development assistance that counts as climate
finance. The Climate Unit, in collaboration with other Government Departments, is also supporting Ireland’s climate diplomacy on the UN Security Council and in other fora in preparation
for COP26 in Glasgow in November this year.
Question No. 379 answered with Question No. 377.
Question No. 380 answered with Question No. 368.
Military Aircraft

10/02/2021WRV02700
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381. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if there are plans to replace the two EC135 P2 type of Air Corps aircraft; and the average lifespan of military helicopters and aircraft. [6609/21]
10/02/2021WRV02800

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My priority as Minister for Defence is
to ensure that the operational capability of the Defence Forces, including the Air Corps, is
maintained to the greatest extent possible to enable them to carry out their roles as assigned by
Government.
10/02/2021WRV02900

The Equipment Development Plan (EDP) published in June 2020, completed through extensive joint civil-military work, provides a comprehensive list of planned equipment projects
by means of a five-year rolling plan. The EDP builds on the intentions set out in the White Paper in relation to equipment acquisition, modernisation and upgrade and has been developed to
ensure that the Defence Forces have the major equipment platforms, ancillary equipment and
force protection equipment to carry out their important roles both at home and overseas.
The Air Corps operate a fleet of fixed and rotary wing aircraft which provide military support to the Army and Naval Service, together with support for non-military air services such as
Garda air support, air ambulance, fisheries protection and the Ministerial Air Transport Service.
The Air Corps two (2) EC135 P2 helicopters entered service in 2005 and will continue,
along the fleet of six (6) AW139 helicopters, to deliver the required Defence Forces support
and other support capabilities. It is not easy to generalise as to the lifespan of aircraft as this
is a function of usage, frequency of landings, the maintenance regime adopted, safety factors
and changes in and availability of technological updates which can all bear on the availability
and cost effectiveness of maintaining an aircraft in service. Subject to these factors, the average
lifespan of most military aircraft would be expected to be 30 years, although there are cases
where this period is shorter and indeed, much longer. All equipment priorities are kept under
continuous review and there are no plans to replace helicopters at this time.
More generally, a step change in military air-based capability is being achieved, however,
through the delivery into service of Pilatus PC-12 aircraft. While nominally a replacement for
the Cessna, the new aircraft move capabilities considerably ahead of the previous level. The
original order of three aircraft which were delivered in September 2020 was augmented on an
urgent basis by an additional aircraft delivered in April 2020 to enhance fixed wing capacity to
meet demands arising from Covid-19. The PC-12 has proven itself an effective and versatile
asset.
The White Paper also provides for the replacement of the two CASA 235 maritime patrol
aircraft with consideration to be given to their replacement with larger more capable aircraft
which would enhance maritime surveillance and provide a greater degree of utility for transport
and cargo carrying tasks. A contract for the supply of two C295 Maritime Patrol Aircraft was
entered into with Airbus Defence and Space in December 2019, with delivery of the aircraft
expected in 2023.
The examples given, whilst not exhaustive, demonstrate my commitment to update and
upgrade the Defence Forces equipment and capability, within the financial envelope available.
Investment under the National Development Plan (NDP) continues to increase. Budget 2021
provides for a further increased gross NDP allocation to €131m in the defence capital budget
in respect of equipment and barracks infrastructure. This level of capital funding will allow
the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sustained equipment replacement and
infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service as identified and prioritised in the Defence White Paper and builds on the significant investment programme over
recent years.
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I am satisfied that the Defence Forces, including the Air Corps have the necessary modern
and effective range of equipment available to them which is in line with best international standards in order to fulfil all roles assigned to them by Government.
Defence Forces Data

10/02/2021WRV03000

382. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the number of civilian
or military pharmacists working in the Defence Forces in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in
tabular form. [6610/21]
10/02/2021WRV03100

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department currently employs one
civilian pharmacist, together with two military pharmacists serving in the Defence Forces. The
information for the years requested is outlined in the table.
10/02/2021WRV03200

Year
2019
2020
2021

Civilian Pharmacists
2
1
1

Military Pharmacists
2
2
2

Defence Forces Data

10/02/2021WRV03300

383. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the number of full-time
qualified gas boiler engineers employed by either the Defence Forces or his Department in each
military barracks to date in 2021. [6611/21]
10/02/2021WRV03400

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department employs a broad spectrum of grades to support the upkeep and maintenance of military infrastructure and equipment.
My Department does not employ anyone as a full-time, qualified, gas boiler engineer, nor is
there anyone serving in the Corps of Engineers of the Defence Forces as a full-time, qualified,
gas boiler engineer. However, such a qualification is held by a number of plumbers among the
civilian and military personnel.
10/02/2021WRV03500

Defence Forces Data

10/02/2021WRV03600

384. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the number of qualified
electrical artificers that joined the Naval Service in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular
form; and the number that left during same period. [6612/21]
10/02/2021WRV03700

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): A direct entry competition for Electrical
Artificers was launched in November 2019 with a view to inducting personnel in 2020. However no applicants were successful and there were no inductions arising.
10/02/2021WRV03800

The Electrical Artificer Trainee Technician scheme (TTS) continues to run and there are 17
personnel scheduled to qualify from that scheme between now and 2024. These personnel will
fill the relevant vacant positions in the Naval Service.
Six Electrical Artificers left in the period between 2019 to 2020.
Defence Forces Review

10/02/2021WRV03900
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385. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Defence if he will appoint a serving
member of the Defence Forces to the Defence Forces Commission. [7201/21]
10/02/2021WRV04000

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following Government approval for the
establishment of an independent Commission on the Defence Forces in December 2020, the
Commission was tasked with undertaking a comprehensive review of the Defence Forces with
a mandate to report within 12 months.
10/02/2021WRV04100

The Government also approved the Terms of Reference and the membership of the Commission. The members of the Commission have been carefully chosen to ensure the optimum range
of expertise in key areas. The Commission is chaired by Aidan O’Driscoll, a former Secretary
General in the Department of Agriculture and, more recently, in the Department of Justice and
Equality. He is joined by 14 other members with national and international expertise across a
range of disciplines including public policy, defence and foreign policy, military operations,
and with significant leadership experience in the public and private sectors. The Commission
has been established as an independent body and thus it is appropriate that its members are not
currently serving in any capacity which would be impacted by the Commission’s recommendations on the Defence Forces.
I am aware that the Commission has launched its website and invited submissions from
individuals and organisations on issues relevant to its Terms of Reference as part of a broad
consultation process. While it is a matter entirely for the Commission, I understand that further
discussions and consultations are planned with Defence Forces personnel of all ranks, including military management, and the Commission will also be engaging with the Defence Forces
Representative Associations and other key stakeholder groups.

10/02/2021WRV04200

Defence Forces

386. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence the functions of the
Council of Defence established under section 11 of the Defence Act 1954; and the authority by
which it was delegated these functions. [7261/21]
10/02/2021WRV04300

387. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence when the Council of Defence established under section 11 of the Defence Act 1954 last met; and if he will provide this
Deputy with the minutes of its last meeting. [7262/21]
10/02/2021WRV04400

388. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Defence if the Council of Defence
established under section 11 of the Defence Act 1954 is responsible for any expenditure; if any
member is entitled to expenses or allowances by virtue of membership of the Council or in the
exercise of any related functions; and the details of any such expenditure, expenses or allowances incurred to date. [7263/21]
10/02/2021WRV04500

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 386 to
388, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRV04600

Section 11 of the Defence Act 1954 provides that there shall stand established a body to be
called the Council of Defence. The Council consists of the Minister of State at the Department
of Defence, the Secretary General of the Department, the Chief of Staff, the Deputy Chief of
Staff (Support) and the Deputy Chief of Staff (Operations). The function of the Council which
is provided for in section 11(1) is to aid and counsel the Minister for Defence on all matters in
relation to the business of the Department of Defence on which the Minister may consult the
Council. No other functions have been assigned to the Council other than the specific function
provided for in the Act.
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The Council last met in 1987. The Department is currently retrieving a file from the archives
to check as to whether there were any minutes kept of the meeting and I will correspond with
the Deputy when this information is to hand.
Although the Council of Defence has not been convened in recent years, advice is readily
available to the Minister from civil and military staff without the formality of the Council. In
this regard, the Minister regularly chairs meetings of the Defence Organisations Leadership
team with all members of the Department’s Management Board and the General Staff in attendance. The Minister also attends meetings from time to time of the Department’s Management
Board and also receives regular briefings from the Secretary General as his principal policy
adviser and the Chief of Staff as his principal military adviser.
As members of the Council are full time officials, military personnel or office holders, no
expenses or allowances are payable arising from their membership of the Council.
Defence Forces Deployment

10/02/2021WRW00300

389. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Defence the number of Army Ranger Wing personnel deployed with the German armed forces; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [7340/21]
10/02/2021WRW00400

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Government and Dáil approval was received in June 2019 for the deployment of a contingent of up to 14 Defence Forces personnel,
drawn primarily from the Army Ranger Wing, to participate in MINUSMA, the United Nations
authorised operation in Mali.
10/02/2021WRW00500

MINUSMA was established on 25 April 2013 by UN Security Council Resolution 2100
to stabilise the country after the Tuareg rebellion (2012). The role of the mission is to ensure
security, stabilization and protection of civilians; supporting national political dialogue and reconciliation; and assisting the re-establishment of State authority, the rebuilding of the security
sector, and the promotion and protection of human rights in Mali.
Currently, there are 2 officers deployed in MINUSMA Force Headquarters in Bamako and
an additional 12 personnel, including members of the Army Ranger Wing, deployed with the
German Armed Forces at Camp Castor in GAO, Mali. All deployed personnel are currently
embedded within the larger German company and are carrying out assigned tasks in accordance
with the mission mandate.
The Department of Defence reviews the deployment of Defence Forces Personnel overseas
on an ongoing basis. Ireland receives requests, from time to time, in relation to participation in
various missions and these are considered on a case-by-case basis.
Defence Forces Funding

10/02/2021WRW00600

390. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Defence if he has considered the expected
cost to the Exchequer and the spending of his Department in view of the proposal by the European Commission for a new regulation establishing the European defence fund under the 202127 multi-annual financial framework; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7420/21]
10/02/2021WRW00700

Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The European Commission proposed a
new regulation establishing the European Defence Fund (EDF) under the draft Multi Annual
Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027. The Regulation has been agreed by the Council and
10/02/2021WRW00800
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the EU Parliament and funding of approximately €8 billion has been provided for the instrument under the MFF 2021-2027.
The EDF aims to trigger co-operative programmes that would not happen without EU contribution and, by supporting research and development activities, to provide the necessary incentives to boost cooperation at each stage of the industrial cycle, contributing to the European
Defence Technological and Industrial Base (EDTIB).
Member State contributions to the EU Budget (Own Resources) are currently calculated annually by the EU Commission in line with the provisions outlined in Own Resources Decision
(ORD) Regulation (2014/335). This includes contributions through traditional own resources
(primarily customs duties), a VAT-based contribution with a call rate of 0.3% of a notional harmonised rate, and a Gross National Income (GNI)-based contribution, calculated by taking a
Member State’s GNI as a share of EU27 GNI.
EU Budget revenue is general, and is not assigned to any particular fund. As such, the European Defence Fund (EDF) does not have a defined cost to the Exchequer; rather, Ireland’s
contributions go into the general pool of revenue that funds all EU budget expenditure, including the EDF. The EDF is encompassed within the funding being provided for the MFF which
is funded directly by the Exchequer. As such, no charge arises for my Department’s Vote as a
result of the establishment of the EDF.
It is also important to note that participation in the EDF does not broker any consideration or
obligation in respect of a common or mutual defence commitment or participation in a military
defence alliance. As such, participation in the EDF will not compromise Ireland’s traditional
policy of military neutrality.
Scoileanna Lán-Ghaeilge

10/02/2021WRW00900

391. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Oideachais cén uair a dhéanfar
faomhadh ar iarratas ón bhForas Pátrúnachta ar Ghaelcholáiste a bhunú i nDún Dealgan chun
go mbeidh deis i mbliana glacadh le daltaí sa chéad rang mheánscoile ó Ghaelscoil Dhún Dealgan agus ó scoileanna eile sa cheantar; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [6335/21]
10/02/2021WRW01000

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Is tosaíocht do mo Roinn agus don Rialtas seo oideachas Gaeilge a sholáthar, agus tá tiomantas láidir i bpáirt againn i leith líon na
n-áiteanna Gaeilge atá ar fáil a mhéadú.
10/02/2021WRW01100

Bhí teagmháil shuntasach ag mo Roinn leis an bhForas Pátrúnachta maidir lena moladh
go mbeadh campas i gContae Lú freisin ag Gaelcholáiste atá faoi phátrúnacht An Fhorais
Phátrúnachta. Tá sé tábhachtach a chur san áireamh go mbaineann an togra seo le campas breise
a sholáthar i gcás scoile atá ann cheana.
Mar chuid den teagmháil, rinneadh na roghanna éagsúla atá ar fáil i nDún Dealgan a mheas.
Le gur féidir an togra agus na costais bhainteacha a mheas go hiomlán, beidh sé riachtanach
suíomh an champais atá beartaithe agus na costais a éireoidh as a dhéanamh amach. Mhol An
Foras Pátrúnachta cóiríocht áirithe le déanaí agus tá an Roinn i dteagmháil leis An bhForas
Pátrúnachta maidir leis. Is mian liom a dhearbhú duit go bhfuil tús áite á thabhairt ag mo Roinn
don bhreithniú atá ar siúl aici ar an togra a thabhairt chun críche, agus beidh sí i dteagmháil leis
an bhForas Pátrúnachta nuair a bheidh scéala eile ann ina leith seo.
Tá sé tábhachtach a chur san áireamh agus an togra seo á scrúdú, go leanfaidh scoláirí a
roghnaigh clarú sa Ghaelcholáiste i mBaile Brigín atá faoi phátrúnacht An Fhorais Phátrúnachta
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de chóracha iompair scoile a úsáid (faoi réir srianta a bhaineann le Covid agus dúnadh na
scoileanna srl. de réir mar a bhaineann siad leis an tír ar fad).
Irish Language

10/02/2021WRW01200

392. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if she will address concerns
raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6336/21]
10/02/2021WRW01300

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The provision of Irish-medium education
is a priority for my Department and this Government, and we share a strong commitment to
increasing the number of Irish-medium places available.
10/02/2021WRW01400

My Department has had significant engagement with An Foras Pátrúnachta in relation to
its proposal for a Gaelcholáiste under the patronage of An Foras Pátrúnachta to also have a
campus in County Louth. It is important to note that this proposal relates to the provision of an
additional campus of an existing school.
The engagement has included assessing various options in Dundalk. In order for the proposal and associated costs to be fully assessed, it will be necessary to finalise the location of
the proposed campus and costs arising. An Foras Pátrúnachta recently proposed particular accommodation and the Department is engaging with An Foras Pátrúnachta in this regard. I wish
to assure you that my Department is prioritising completion of its consideration of the proposal
and will be in contact with An Foras Pátrúnachta when there is a further update in this regard.
It is important to note that while this proposal is being worked through, those students who
have chosen to enrol in the Gaelcholáiste under the patronage of An Foras Pátrúnachta in Balbriggan will continue to be served by school transport (subject to Covid-related restrictions and
school closures etc. as they apply nationally).
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRW01500

393. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education the status of the progress and
timelines for delivery of new school accommodation for post-primary schools (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6373/21]
10/02/2021WRW01600

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The current status of the projects referred
to by the Deputy is as follows:
10/02/2021WRW01700

Holy Family Community School (RN 91301D)
This major building project is at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning – Stage 2b
(Detailed Design) which includes the application for statutory approvals and the preparation of
tender documents.
A revised Stage 2(b) report has been reviewed by my Department. Further comments have
issued to the Design Team who have been requested to carry out a final review of all of its tender documentation to ensure compliance with Department requirements and to submit written
confirmation from each Design Team member when this work has been completed.
In order to expedite the progression of this project, my Department authorised the Design
Team to commence the pre-qualification process to select a short-list of contractors and this
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process is currently on-going.
Upon receipt of Design Team confirmations and completion of the pre-qualification process
and subject to no issues arising, my Department will be in contact with the Design Team and
school with regard to the further progression of this project to the next stage of architectural
planning, Stage 3 (Tender Stage).
A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.
St. Joseph’s College (RN 60263V)
This major building project is also at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning, Stage 2b
(Detailed Design).
The Stage 2(b) report has been reviewed by my Department. Comments have issued to the
Design Team who have been requested to carry out a final review of all of its tender documentation to ensure compliance with Department requirements and to submit written confirmation
from each Design Team member when this work has been completed.
My Department has authorised the Design Team to commence the pre-qualification process
to select a short-list of contractors and this process is currently ongoing.
Upon receipt of Design Team confirmations and completion of the pre-qualification process
and subject to no issues arising, my Department will be in contact with the Design Team and
school with regard to the further progression of this project to the next stage of architectural
planning, Stage 3 (Tender Stage).
A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.
Griffeen Community College (RN 76454S)
The permanent school building project for Griffeen Community College has been assigned
to my Department’s Design & Build delivery programme. This delivery programme uses a
professional external Project Manager to progress the project through the relevant stages of architectural planning, tender and construction. Architectural Planning has commenced with site
surveys and design development underway. A pre-planning meeting has been held with South
Dublin County Council which will inform the design for the project.
The next milestone for the project will be the submission of the planning application to
South Dublin County Council. It is not possible to provide an indicative timeframe for the progression of the project to tender and construction stages until such time as the necessary statutory approvals have been secured.
Lucan Community College (RN 70080T)
This major building project is also at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning, Stage
2(b) - Detailed Design.
The Stage 2(b) report has been submitted to my Department for review by Dublin Dún
Laoghaire Education and Training Board (DDLETB), who is the client for the project.
In order to expedite the progression of this project, my Department has authorised DDLETB
to commence the pre-qualification process to select a short-list of contractors while the Department is reviewing the Stage 2(b) report.
Upon review, my Department will issue comments on the report to DDLETB and the De190
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sign Team will be requested to carry out a final review of all of its tender documentation to ensure compliance with Department requirements and to submit written confirmation from each
Design Team member when this work has been completed.
Upon receipt of Design Team confirmations and completion of the pre-qualification process
and subject to no issues arising, my Department will be in contact with DDLETB with regard
to the further progression of this project to the next stage of architectural planning, Stage 3
(Tender Stage).
A tender stage normally takes between 7 and 8 months to complete.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRW01800

394. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education the status of progress and the
timelines for the delivery of new school accommodation for primary schools (details supplied);
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6374/21]
10/02/2021WRW01900

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The current status of the projects referred
to by the Deputy is as follows:
10/02/2021WRW02000

Scoil Chronáin (RN 19530H)
The permanent school building project for Scoil Chronáin has been assigned to my Department’s Design & Build delivery programme. This delivery programme uses a professional
external Project Manager to progress the project through the relevant stages of architectural
planning, tender and construction. Architectural Planning has commenced with site surveys
and design development under way. A pre-planning meeting has been held with South Dublin
County Council which will inform the design for the project.
The next milestone for the project will be the submission of the planning application to
South Dublin County Council. It is not possible to provide an indicative timeframe for the progression of the project to tender and construction stages until such time as the necessary statutory approvals have been secured.
St Thomas JNS & Scoil Áine SNS, Lucan (RN 19542R & 19676P)
The replacement Design Team Consultant Architect tender process for this project has been
completed and the design team is currently working on Stage 2(b) – Detailed Design, which
includes upgrading the design to ensure that new school buildings are Near Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB) in compliance with the 2017 amendment to Part L of the current Building Regulations.
Arising from a Due Diligence exercise carried out by the replacement Consultant Architect
a submission detailing additional works to the existing school buildings has been presented to
the Department. This submission is currently under review. Upon review my Department will
revert to the schools and their Design Team regarding the further progression of this project.
Divine Mercy JNS & SNS, Balgaddy (RN 20187H & 19865S)
This major building project is also at an advanced stage of Architectural Planning, Stage
2(b) Detailed Design.
A revised Stage 2(b) report has been reviewed by my Department and comments issued to
the school and its’ Design Team. The Design Team Consultant Architect has withdrawn from
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this project. A tender process to replace this consultant is in progress.
Upon appointment of the replacement consultant, a review of the stage 2(b) documentation
will be carried out and the Design Team will then arrange to submit confirmations that they
have carried out a final review of the complete package of tender documents.
Upon receipt of Design Team confirmations my Department will be in contact with the
school regarding the further progression of this project including pre-qualification of contractors.
Gaelscoil Chluain Dolcain & Gaelscoil na Camogie, Clondalkin (RN 19855P & 19991A)
The major building project for the schools referred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme which is being delivered under the National Development
Plan.
These schools are being delivered as a campus project.
The project is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed
Design.
The Stage 2(b) report has been reviewed by my Department and comments have issued to
the Design Team.
The pre-qualification process is currently underway.
Upon completion of the prequalification process, my Department will contact the schools
with regard to the progression of this project to Stage 3 – Tender and Construction.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRW02100

395. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education the status of the installation
and opening of the proposed autism spectrum disorder, ASD, unit in a school (details supplied)
that has been in the pipeline for several years; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6377/21]
10/02/2021WRW02200

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school to which the Deputy refers is
at an advanced stage of the tender process, for the construction of a 16 classroom school plus a
2 classroom ASD Unit, with a preferred bidder identified.
10/02/2021WRW02300

Subject to no issues arising during the balance of the tender process, it is anticipated that
construction will commence in quarter 2 of 2021 and the work will take approximately 20
months to complete.
Home Schooling

10/02/2021WRW02400

396. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education if her Department is putting
together an online resource site for parents to support them to home school and to ensure all
parents have equal access to the same online assistance; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [6385/21]
10/02/2021WRW02500

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has provided a suite of
guidance materials, agreed with the education partners, to enable schools to facilitate the conti10/02/2021WRW02600
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nuity of learning. My Department has also provided a number of supports and materials to assist
parents which are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. On 12th January 2021 I wrote to all
parents of pupils and students providing details of remote learning, and the supports available.
During the current period of school closure, schools are required to put in place their plan of
action to enable continuity of learning for all pupils. This involves all teachers who are medically fit to work, including SETs, providing remote teaching and learning to all pupils in their
class or on their caseload.
It is crucially important that the learning of all pupils/students, especially those with special
educational needs and those at risk of educational disadvantage and/or early school leaving,
are supported at this time. These supports include teachers engaging with their pupils/students
on a regular basis, through a blend of guided and independent learnings tasks and experiences.
Chosen learning tasks provide an opportunity to demonstrate a student’s learning in a clear and
concise way. These learning tasks enable teachers to monitor progress and provide constructive,
developmental feedback to support learning.
My Department has agreed a plan with the relevant education stakeholders for the phased
return to in-person learning for children in special schools and children in special classes in
mainstream schools. This phased reopening will commence this Thursday 11th February with
children in special schools returning on a 50 per cent shared basis from that date.
The full re-opening of our schools for all pupils and students remains a top priority for Government and I am committed to working on an ongoing basis with all stakeholders to achieve
this outcome at the earliest opportunity.
School Curriculum

10/02/2021WRW02700

397. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education if she will consider restoring
geography as a mandatory junior certificate examination subject; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6387/21]
10/02/2021WRW02800

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has every confidence
that, through the implementation of the Framework for Junior Cycle the place of Geography
will be retained and given a new impetus across the Junior Cycle curriculum. As part of the
rollout of the new Framework for Junior Cycle, Geography was one of five new subject specifications that were introduced to schools in September 2018.
10/02/2021WRW02900

The new Junior Cycle has been developed over several years with the final phase of new
subject specifications introduced to schools in September 2019. The new Framework for Junior
Cycle gives students the opportunity to develop a wider range of knowledge and skills – to
equip them for further learning, for work, for responsible and active citizenship, and for healthy
living. It gives students better learning opportunities, and rewards and recognises non-academic
performance and achievements, with a central focus on the student’s quality of life, wellbeing
and mental health.
The Framework for Junior Cycle focuses on active and collaborative learning. It gives
greater flexibility and autonomy to schools in terms of subject selection, and new short courses,
to tailor a student’s learning to achieve better outcomes for that student. Students are able to
study up to 10 subjects for certification through the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement.
We have a dedicated cohort of Geography teachers in our post-primary schools, who will
be promoting the inclusion of their subject within programmes provided to students by their
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schools. Through the implementation of the Framework for Junior Cycle 2015 the curricular
significance of Geography will be retained and given a new impetus across the Junior Cycle
curriculum.
Special Educational Needs Staff

10/02/2021WRW03000

398. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education if she will clarify
special needs assistant, SNA, allocations in 2021; if her attention has been drawn to the fact
that the Covid-19 situation is ongoing and the important measures put in place in 2020 to maintain SNA allocations at current levels must continue; and if no SNA will lose hours in 2021.
[6405/21]
10/02/2021WRW03100

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am
aware of the impact of Covid-19 on teaching and learning in our schools. During this period of
school closure, students are supported on a remote basis. Later this week we all see the partial
return of students in special schools to in-school teaching and learning and special classes in
primary schools will resume from next week. A new supplementary programme of in-home
tuition/care support commences this week to enhance the learning experience of those students
being educated remotely.
10/02/2021WRW03200

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) continues to accept applications by
schools for exception reviews of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) allocations and each application will continue to be assessed on a case by case basis.
A core recommendation of the NCSE Review of the SNA scheme concerned a change in the
way that SNAs are allocated to mainstream classes in both primary and post primary schools
and called for the greater proportion of SNAs in these classes to be allocated on the basis of
an educational profile of each school before the commencement of the school year in a similar
manner to the allocation of special education teachers (SETs).
The frontloaded allocation model is intended to ensure that SNA posts are in schools and
available immediately to students upon their arrival, reducing delays in accessing support. It
eliminates the need for individual applications and professional assessments in order to access
resources and facilitates schools allocating the available resources to those with greatest need.
It had been planned that the frontloaded model of allocation for SNAs would be rolled out
to all schools from the commencement of the 2020/21 school year.
However, due to the disruption caused by Covid-19 and the closure of school buildings in
March 2020. It was decided that the introduction of the model would be deferred. This will allow time for the necessary planning and training for schools.
As an interim step, SNA allocations were frozen at their current levels for 2020/21 with
provision for additionality where necessary. Department Circular 30/2020 sets out the arrangements for SNA allocations for the 2020/21 school year.
Schools were advised in the first instance to review and reprioritise deployment of all SNAs
within mainstream settings and allocate resources on the basis that those with the greatest level
of need receive the greatest level of support.
Providing access to SNA support continues to be based on primary care needs as outlined in
DE Circular 0030/2014. SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected
by this arrangement.
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Where schools consider their SNA allocation to be inadequate to meet current needs, a
school can seek a review by making an application to the NCSE.
Teacher Training

10/02/2021WRW03300

399. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if she will address a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6407/21]
10/02/2021WRW03400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I understand that the issue raised in the
correspondence referred to by the Deputy relates to the requirements for school placement for
a student on a post-primary initial teacher education programme.
10/02/2021WRW03500

The requirements for school placement are set out in the Teaching Council’s policy Céim:
Standards for Initial Teacher Education (ITE) and the Guidelines on School Placement.
School Placement must encompass a school-based element in a recognised school in a minimum of two placement settings and a range of HEI-directed activities. The Guidelines state that
the school-based element shall take place only in schools that are recognised in accordance with
Section 10 of the Education Act, 1998.
Alternative placement experiences, such as placements in Centres for Education and other
educational settings which are not recognised schools may be arranged as part of the HEI directed activities, but these must be in addition to the main placement requirements taking place
in a recognised school.
Any student who chooses to undertake a full-time Professional Master of Education programme must fulfil all of the requirements of that ITE programme, including the main requirement of placement in a recognised school, if they wish to register with the Teaching Council as
a post primary teacher upon completing the programme.
Child Abuse

10/02/2021WRW03600

400. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Education the supports available for
victims of historic abuse in day schools under the patronage of the Roman Catholic Church; and
if they have been included in a redress scheme to date. [6414/21]
10/02/2021WRW03700

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The abuse of children in any setting is
a heinous crime and every effort should be made to bring the perpetrator to justice through the
courts system. All reports of abuse should be reported to the Gardaí who will investigate each
reported abuse. There is no time limit on the investigation of cases of historical abuse.
10/02/2021WRW03800

For people who were abused in childhood, there is a National Counselling Service, run by
the Health Service Executive. It’s a free nationwide service, which provides Face to face, counselling by phone and online video counselling.
An ex gratia redress scheme was established on foot of the specific circumstances arising
from and in response to the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) relating
to Louise O’Keeffe. The scheme, was established in 2015 to provide an effective remedy for a
specific category of people, namely those persons who had commenced domestic litigation but
who had discontinued those proceedings following High Court and Supreme Court judgments
and because of this discontinuation had no domestic remedy.
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The Department undertook a review of the scheme in response to a determination by the
Independent Assessor, Mr Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill that one of the criteria for eligibility is incompatible with the ECtHR judgement.
The review of the ex-gratia scheme is ongoing.
Teaching Council of Ireland

10/02/2021WRW03900

401. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education when a decision will be
reached on a Teaching Council application by a person (details supplied) in County Mayo in
view of the fact the person applied in August 2020. [6422/21]
10/02/2021WRW04000

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the Teaching Council Acts 20012015 the Teaching Council is the body with statutory authority and responsibility for the regulation of the teaching profession in Ireland including the registration of teachers in the State.
10/02/2021WRW04100

Teachers whose applications meet all the necessary requirements are registered by the
Teaching Council under Section 31 of the Teaching Council Act and the Teaching Council
(Registration) Regulations 2016, as amended.
I am informed the Teaching Council advise that, for teachers qualified outside of Ireland, the
assessment and registration process may typically take up to 12 weeks from receipt of all application documentation and depending on the time of year, recommending that applicants apply
in advance of their planned return to or commencement of teaching in Ireland. They advise the
processing time for standard Irish qualifications is 6-8 weeks.
The Teaching Council inform me that the person referred to by the Deputy is registered
with effect from the 04th February 2021. Should the individual have any queries regarding their
registration I would advise they liaise directly with the Teaching Council.
National Broadband Plan

10/02/2021WRW04200

402. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Education her plans for primary
schools outside of the primary schools broadband connection programme that are not in the
intervention areas of the national broadband plan and are experiencing difficulties accessing
broadband. [6431/21]
10/02/2021WRW04300

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the current primary schools programme, my Department continually reviews the availability of services and upgrades schools
where the opportunity arises, in line with contractual and budgetary requirements. A framework
of providers of Broadband Services was put in place in 2017 which has ensured improved solutions are available to primary schools. The Schools Broadband Service Desk providing first
line technical support for schools in the broadband programme is managed on behalf of my
Department by the Professional Development Service for Teachers - Technology in Education
(PDST-TiE). Where schools are experiencing broadband difficulties with their current schools
broadband connecting, in the first instance schools should make contact with the Broadband
Service desk team at broadbandservicedesk@pdst.ie or by phoning 1800334466 in order to
identify any potential issue and also to record their bandwidth upgrade request.
10/02/2021WRW04400

The policy of my Department is to offer the best quality connectivity to all schools in line
with the technical solutions available in the market and within financial constraints. Currently
investment of some €13m is allocated annually for the provision of internet connectivity to
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schools. As you are no doubt aware, broadband capacity can vary across geographical locations
and is dependent on local infrastructure which can impact on the service that can be provided
in individual schools. The primary broadband scheme operates off existing infrastructure on
the whole and the providers on the Primary Broadband Framework access this infrastructure
to deliver the service to the schools. The Department does not put in place such infrastructure.
In operating the Schools Broadband Programme, my Department is obliged to adhere to
procurement regulations, and must engage with the selected providers on the DES Framework
of Providers of Broadband Services through a tender process to award services. Having awarded a school service to the highest placed tenderer, my Department is then required to work with
that provider to install the service. This is the basis on which all state-funding is utilised to ensure transparency and equal treatment for all schools and providers, and adherence to regulatory
requirements. Broadband capacity can vary across geographical locations and is dependent on
local infrastructure which can impact on the service that can be provided in individual schools.
The requirements of primary schools with poor/no connectivity, will be kept under review
by my Department with a view to addressing requirements, including through continued engagement with the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications.
Special Education Review

10/02/2021WRW04500

403. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education if a review of ASD classrooms in the Dublin 2 and 4 areas will be conducted urgently. [6434/21]
10/02/2021WRW04600

404. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education her plans to conduct a
section 37A review of schools in the Dublin 2 and 4 areas. [6435/21]
10/02/2021WRW04700

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 403 and 404 together.
10/02/2021WRW04800

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their
needs is a priority for this Government. The Department of Education will spend approximately
€2 Billion or over 20% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional provision
for children with special educational needs this year.
The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures
in place for engaging with schools and parents. NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education
placements.
NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nationally,
to meet identified need. This process is ongoing. Through better planning at both national and
local level, it is my objective that specialist education places should come on stream to meet
emerging demand on a timely basis. However, the active collaboration of school communities
is essential in this regard.
It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a specialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made
available to the school.
Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country where
increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a shortage of school
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places.
As Minister, I have powers under Section 37A of the Education Act to direct a school to
provide additional places but this power is only used as a last resort and where all reasonable
efforts have failed.
In 2020, having considered a report submitted by the NCSE which identified a need for
special education placements in South Dublin, the then Minister served statutory notices under
Section 37A on 39 schools in the area.
This legal process is still underway and it would not be appropriate for me to comment
further at this stage. However, I would like to reassure the Deputy that progress is being made
and my Department will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of
the necessary funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing
an education.
I can also reassure the Deputy that the local SENOs continue to be available to assist and
advise parents of children with special educational needs.
Special Educational Needs Staff

10/02/2021WRW05000

405. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Education if a decision has been made
regarding SNA allocations for September 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6440/21]
10/02/2021WRW05100

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) continues to accept applications by schools
for exception reviews of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) allocations and each application will
continue to be assessed on a case by case basis.
10/02/2021WRW05200

A core recommendation of the NCSE Review of the SNA scheme concerned a change in the
way that SNAs are allocated to mainstream classes in both primary and post primary schools
and called for the greater proportion of SNAs in these classes to be allocated on the basis of
an educational profile of each school before the commencement of the school year in a similar
manner to the allocation of special education teachers (SETs).
The frontloaded allocation model is intended to ensure that SNA posts are in schools and
available immediately to students upon their arrival, reducing delays in accessing support. It
eliminates the need for individual applications and professional assessments in order to access
resources and facilitates schools allocating the available resources to those with greatest need.
It had been planned that the frontloaded model of allocation for SNAs would be rolled out
to all schools from the commencement of the 2020/21 school year.
However, due to the disruption caused by Covid-19 and the closure of school buildings in
March 2020. It was decided that the introduction of the model would be deferred. This will allow time for the necessary planning and training for schools.
As an interim step, SNA allocations were frozen at their current levels for 2020/21 with
provision for additionality where necessary. Department Circular 30/2020 sets out the arrangements for SNA allocations for the 2020/21 school year.
Schools were advised in the first instance to review and reprioritise deployment of all SNAs
within mainstream settings and allocate resources on the basis that those with the greatest level
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of need receive the greatest level of support.
Providing access to SNA support continues to be based on primary care needs as outlined in
DE Circular 0030/2014. SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected
by this arrangement.
Where schools consider their SNA allocation to be inadequate to meet current needs, a
school can seek a review by making an application to the NCSE.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRW05300

406. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education when a new school building
will be provided for a school (details supplied) to replace the current dilapidated facilities; the
timeline for the provision of a replacement school as promised to school representatives at a
meeting on 10 December 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6454/21]
10/02/2021WRW05400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, a building project to provide improved accommodation for the schools in question is included on the Department’s school building programme to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan
(NDP).
10/02/2021WRW05500

The accommodation brief for the project is being developed and my Department will continue to liaise with the schools in this regard.
School Transport

10/02/2021WRX00200

407. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education when a school transport
summer provisions grant will be awarded to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [6477/21]
10/02/2021WRX00300

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.
10/02/2021WRX00400

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their
nearest school.
With regard to transport arrangements for the Summer Programme, my Department committed to providing grant funding to support families with the cost of transport arrangements
for those children who were eligible for school transport and who were approved to participate
in the school based Summer Programme.
All families who were eligible for transport at that time and who availed of the school based
Summer Programme 2020 are entitled to recieve the grant in question. School Transport Section has commenced processing payment of these grants to the families in question and I can
confirm that payment has recently been made to the family referred to by the Deputy.
Schools Amalgamation

10/02/2021WRX00500

199

Questions - Written Answers

408. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education the status of the project to
amalgamate schools in Ennistymon, County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6480/21]
10/02/2021WRX00600

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The project to which Deputy refers is at
an advanced stage of the tender process and a preferred bidder has been identified.
10/02/2021WRX00700

Subject to no issues arising during the balance of the tender process, it is anticipated that
work will commence on site in Quarter 2 of 2021, with a construction period of approximately
30 months.

10/02/2021WRX00800

School Transport

409. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education if she has considered overhauling the existing post-primary school transport scheme in order that antiquated rules and
metrics relating to qualifying distances are removed in favour of a new model based on bus
scheduling being centred on local demand; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6490/21]
10/02/2021WRX00900

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.
10/02/2021WRX01000

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their
nearest school. Under the terms of the post primary scheme, children are eligible for school
transport where they reside not less than 4.8kms from and are attending their nearest school/
post-primary centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and
language.
In October 2019, my predecessor announced a review of the school transport scheme with
a view to ensuring funds are being spent in the most effective way to meet the objectives of the
scheme. Terms of reference and the scope of the review have been drafted and a Steering Group
has been established.
Given the evolving situation with Covid-19 the work of the Steering Group had been delayed. Plans are now in place for the initial meeting of the Steering Group, with a view to agreeing the terms of reference and commencing the review process.
The Review will build on the proposals in the Programme for Government as they relate
to school transport, including examining the options to reduce car journeys and assessing how
the School Transport Scheme can work in liaison with the Safe Routes to Schools Programme;
examining the options for providing a better value and a better service for students, including
and examining issues such as the nearest or next-nearest school.
DEIS Scheme

10/02/2021WRX01100

410. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education if her Department will
carry out a review of a school (details supplied) to ascertain if DEIS status can be given to the
school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6538/21]
10/02/2021WRX01200
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440. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education her plans to consider admitting new schools to DEIS status based on the new model developed by her Department; if so,
when same will be scheduled; and if her attention has been drawn to the anomalous exclusion
of a school (details supplied) from the scheme. [6872/21]
10/02/2021WRX01300

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 410 and
440 together.
10/02/2021WRX01400

My Department is in the final stages of refinement of the new DEIS identification model,
based on school enrolment data and the latest data available from Census 2016 using the HP
Deprivation Index. A detailed analysis of the data has been carried out by members of the DEIS
Technical Group which contains representatives of the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion Units, the Inspectorate and the Educational Research Centre. The work of this group is at
an advanced stage and a consultation process with education stakeholder representatives on the
technical aspect and implementation of this model has commenced. It is envisaged that this will
then provide the basis for development of a DEIS resource allocation system to match resources
to identified need.
I am confident that the culmination of this work will facilitate the ultimate aim of matching
resources to identified need and will allow us to target extra resources at those schools most
in need. Until this work is complete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any
further schools.

10/02/2021WRX01500

School Catchment Areas

411. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Education the secondary school catchment area for children living in Kerry Pike, Cork, given the fact that the number of families
living in the area has grown by a large amount in the past number of years; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [6552/21]
10/02/2021WRX01600

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and
analyse the relevant demographic data in a way that takes account of the significant local and
regional variations in demographic trends and enrolment projections, my Department divides
the country into 314 school planning areas (SPAs).
10/02/2021WRX01700

Using school planning area boundaries within my Department’s Geographic Information
System (GIS) allows data within those boundaries, including data for enrolments in schools,
child benefit and other relevant data to be added to the mapping information, grouped and analysed.
The school planning areas are used in the demographic exercise as a basis for the assessment
of areas of growth and to inform recommendations on the establishment of any new schools required in that school planning area. In urban areas, in particular, data relating to adjacent school
planning areas is also used to inform our consideration of requirements. There are no current
plans to revise school planning areas.
For school planning purposes, Kerry Pike is located over two school planning areas, Blarney and Ballincollig.
The new post primary school in Ballincollig was announced in 2018 following nationwide
demographic analysis which identified an emerging demand at post primary level in the Ballincollig SPA. This school will be established in 2021 under the patronage of Le Chéile Schools
Trust.
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All new schools established since 2011 to meet demographic demand (including the aforementioned new school in Ballincollig) are required to prioritise the enrolment of children from
within the designated school planning areas which the school is being established to serve.
However, it is important to note that this does not preclude schools from enrolling pupils from
outside of the designated school planning area, rather it reflects the need to accommodate in the
first instance the demographic for which the school was established. Parents may apply directly
to the school in relation to their child’s enrolment in the normal way.
Schools Data

10/02/2021WRX01800

412. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Education the percentage of students who
progressed from secondary school to third level in Cork from 2011 to 2020; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [6560/21]
10/02/2021WRX01900

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The only available transtition rates from
post-primary level to thrid level of education are compiled on a national level. The total transtition rates for years 2014-2018 are shown in table below. In order to arrive at an accurate rate
of transfer of students from second to third level,the set of post-primary pupils who finished
school in the most recent year and from preceding fours years were concidered; this is to account for students who do not go directly to third levelfor various reasons (such as repeating
the Leaving Cert, doing a PLC, working, ortravelling). The latest available transition rate is for
year 2018/19. The detailed results are published as part of Department of Education Projections
for full time Third level enrolments and can be found here: www.education.ie/en/Publications/
Statistics/projections/.
10/02/2021WRX02000

Transfer rates to Third level 4
Transition rates from post-primary to higher education

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

63.8%

64.0%

64.4%

63.6%

63.4%

Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRX02100

413. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education when a preferred contractor will be approved for appointment at a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6562/21]
10/02/2021WRX02200

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school to which the Deputy refers
was granted funding under the Additional Accommodation Scheme 2018 to provide one mainstream classroom with en-suite toilets, one SET and one WC Assisted User.
10/02/2021WRX02300

This project has been devolved for delivery to the school authority and was recently approved to go to Construction. It is now a matter for the Board of Management to advance this
project in that context.
School Curriculum

10/02/2021WRX02400

414. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary
Question No. 179 of 21 January 2021, to clarify the post-primary schools mentioned in the
response; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6575/21]
10/02/2021WRX02500

10/02/2021WRX02600

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The full list of the post-primary schools
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referred to in the response to Parliamentary Question No. 179 of 21 January 2021 are set out
in tabular form in the attached spreadsheet. This includes all 359 post primary schools that are
offering Spanish and the various programmes that Spanish is being offered at - Leaving Certificate, Leaving Certificate Applied and Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme.
The information is based on the most recent October Returns which were submitted to the
Department.
[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-02-10_pq414-10-2-21_en.xlsx”>Spanish Programmes</a>]
Departmental Funding

10/02/2021WRX02700

415. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education if guidance will be provided to
a school (details supplied) relating to grant funding available to treat extreme damp in a school
building; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6591/21]
10/02/2021WRX02800

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to inform the Deputy that the
school in question may apply for funding under my Departments Summer Works Scheme when
it next opens for applications as this would be the most appropriate mechanism for addressing
this issue.
10/02/2021WRX02900

If the school or any part thereof is forced to close because of the issue mentioned they should
apply for funding under my Departments Emergency Works Scheme via the Esinet portal.
Schools Refurbishment

10/02/2021WRX03000

416. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education the process for applying for an
upgrade of electrical works for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [6592/21]
10/02/2021WRX03100

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that
the correct mechanism for applying for the upgrade of the schools electrical system would be
my Departments Summer Works Scheme which can be applied for via Esinet when the scheme
is next open for applications.
10/02/2021WRX03200

However if the situation is deemed an Emergency which poses an immediate risk to health,
life, property or the environment, which is sudden, unforeseen and requires immediate action
and in the case of a school, if not corrected, would prevent the school or part thereof from opening, the school should immediately apply for funding under the Emergency Works Scheme
which is available via the Esinet portal under the Devolved Projects tab.
DEIS Scheme

10/02/2021WRX03300

417. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education the way a school (details supplied) can be considered for DEIS status; the reason one school in an area might have DEIS
status while another school does not; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6593/21]
10/02/2021WRX03400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): When DEIS was first introduced in 2006
and the identification of primary schools for inclusion was based on a survey of school prin10/02/2021WRX03500
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cipals using a selection of socio-economic variables. Following the review of DEIS and an
extensive consultation process, my Department introduced a new objective, statistics based
identification model for assessing schools levels of concentrated disadvantage.
My Department is now in the final stages of a refinement of the DEIS identification model,
based on school enrolment data and the latest data available from Census 2016 using the HP
Deprivation Index. A detailed analysis of the data has been carried out by members of the DEIS
Technical Group which contains representatives of the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion Units, the Inspectorate and the Educational Research Centre. The work of this group is at
an advanced stage and a consultation process with education stakeholder representatives on the
technical aspect and implementation of this model has commenced. It is envisaged that this will
then provide the basis for development of a DEIS resource allocation system to match resources
to identified need.
I am confident that the culmination of this work will facilitate the ultimate aim of matching
resources to identified need and will allow us to target extra resources at those schools most
in need. Until this work is complete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any
further schools.
Schools Refurbishment

10/02/2021WRX03600

418. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education the date on which refurbishment works on a school (details supplied) will be completed; and the estimated cost of the
project. [6605/21]
10/02/2021WRX03700

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A major extension/ refurbishment project
for the school referred to by the Deputy commenced on site in December 2020 and is progressing satisfactorily. The contract duration is 22 months and the contract award is circa €14m.
10/02/2021WRX03800

Special Educational Needs

10/02/2021WRX03900

419. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education if a dedicated national
helpline can be set up to answer queries from parents of children with special educational needs
as pupils begin the return to school. [6656/21]
10/02/2021WRX04000

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My Department is very conscious of the particular strain that school closures place on
children with special educational needs and their families.
10/02/2021WRX04100

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has created a dedicated phone line for
parents to get advice and support from Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs), which
has been operational since the 11th of January.
The SENO will provide support and advice to parents and where relevant provide specific
resources e.g. behaviour strategies, National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) wellbeing resources.
Parents can book an appointment with the SENO assigned to their child’s school. The phone
number is 01 603 3456.
School Transport

10/02/2021WRX04200
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420. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education if a review of an application by a
person (details supplied) for the provision of school transport for children with special educational needs will take place; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6659/21]
10/02/2021WRX04300

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.
10/02/2021WRX04400

The purpose of the School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs,
is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from school of children
with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability.
Children are eligible for transport where they have special educational needs arising from a
diagnosed disability and are attending the nearest recognised mainstream school, special class/
special school or a unit that is or can be resourced, to meet their special educational needs.
Eligibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO).
In this case, it has been reported that the school of attendance is not the nearest school to the
pupil’s home that is or can be resourced to meet their special educational needs and therefore
the child is not eligible for school transport under the terms of the scheme.
School Enrolments

10/02/2021WRX04500

421. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education the estimated number of
children that will commence national school in September 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6681/21]
10/02/2021WRX04600

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The latest projection report published by
the Department, “Projections of full time enrolment Primary and Second Level, 2020-2038”,
can be found on the Department website, links below. The report provides projections for the
primary and post-primary sectors. The associated excel sheet also provides a breakdown of
projections by standard and for different modeling scenarios.
10/02/2021WRX04700

As per the report and based on the Department’s recommended model M1F2, 62,256 pupils
are expected to commence in primary schools in 2021.
www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/projections/projections-of-full-time-enrolment-primary-and-second-level-2020-2038.pdf.
www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/projections/projections-of-full-time-enrolment-primary-and-second-level-2020-20381.xlsx.
Appointments to State Boards

10/02/2021WRX04800

422. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education the number of vacancies
in each State board under the remit of her Department in tabular form; the length of time each
position has been vacant; the reason for the failure to fill the vacancy in each case; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [6682/21]
10/02/2021WRX04900
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Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): There is one board vacancy on three of
the State Bodies under the remit of my Department.
10/02/2021WRX05000

The information requested by the Deputy concerning the number of vacancies as well as the
dates the vacancies arose in the State Bodies is provided in the attached table. Details of board
vacancies are regularly updated on my Department’s website.
The Deputy should note that individuals may be nominated for appointment by various
organisations arising from the terms of the relevant Statutes of the Body concerned and accordingly board appointments made by me are not in all cases made at my discretion.
For the vast majority of the board appointments made by me, engagement is required with
the Public Appointments Service (PAS) to run a competition, and an assessment process, which
leads to the creation of a list of candidates suitable for appointment.
Board Vacancy Details of Bodies under the aegis of the Department of Education as at
February 4th 2021
Educational
Research Centre (ERC)

One Vacancy

31/08/2018

12/07/2021

Ordinary
Member

PAS Process

n/a

As Government approval is
required to make the appointment,
the formation of a new Government was awaited before progressing. At this point, as the Board’s
term of office expires in July 2021,
the filling of all board posts will be
considered in that context.

National
Council
for Special
Education
(NCSE)

One Vacancy

13/09/2020

31/12/2022

Ordinary
Member

Nominee of
the Minister
for Health.
Appointed by
Minister.

n/a

PAS process in train

The Teaching
Council

One Vacancy

03/04/2020

03/04/2020

Ordinary
Member

PAS Process

n/a

PAS process in train

Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRX05100

423. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the status of the delivery of a
new school (details supplied); if Covid-19 restrictions has had an impact on same; when works
will be complete; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6718/21]
10/02/2021WRX05200

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The major construction project at the
school referred to by the Deputy is progressing satisfactorily on site and subject to no issues
arising it is anticipated that substantial completion will be achieved in the second quarter of
2021.
10/02/2021WRX05300

The contractor is operating under the requirements of the Return to Work Safely Protocol
which came into effect on the 18th of May 2020.
School Accommodation

10/02/2021WRX05400

424. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education further to the decision by
her Department to relocate a school (details supplied), if the existing site from which the school
operates is suitable for additional temporary accommodation in order to leave the school in the
same location and avoid the obvious and unnecessary upheaval; if this has been examined as
a viable proposal to minimise disruption to the school; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [6727/21]
10/02/2021WRX05500

206

10 February 2021

425. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if the proposed 600 pupil
school (details supplied) has been redesignated as a 1,000 pupil school; if so, the way in which
the decision was reached; if meetings have taken place with persons on this increase in pupil capacity; if additional contractual obligations have been added to the previous patronage contract
for 600 pupils; if so, the details of the additional obligations; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [6728/21]
10/02/2021WRX05600

426. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if an assessment has been
undertaken in relation to the mental health impact on students currently attending a school (details supplied) in advance of a decision by her Department to relocate the school for a third-time
in as many years; if not, if there are plans to undertake studies in advance of the move; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [6732/21]
10/02/2021WRX05700

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 424 to
426, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRX05800

The interim move of Drogheda Educate Together Secondary School (ETSS) from its existing temporary location to the Louth Meath Education Training Board (LMETB) owned site at
Rathmullen Road, Drogheda (same location as St. Oliver’s Community College), is to facilitate
Drogheda ETSS ultimately growing to a 1,000-pupil school upon the delivery of its new school
building on a permanent site. This is important in the context of addressing the need for additional post-primary school places in Drogheda and Laytown School planning areas for the next
3 years including September 2021.
While the school was originally announced as a new 600 pupil regional solution for the
Laytown & Drogheda school planning areas, it was indicated at the time that new school sizes
would be responsive to patronage or demographic demand. Projections at the time indicated
likely additional school place requirements and, following a patronage competition, Drogheda
ETSS was established as a new 600 pupil (expandable to 1,000 pupil) school. Refreshed demographic data indicates that demand in both of these school planning areas supports the school
growing to 1,000 pupil.
The level of interim accommodation to be provided on the St. Olivers Community School
site will be in excess of 6,800m² and will consist of 13 general classrooms, 14 specialist rooms,
2 special classes, pastoral rooms and other ancillary accommodation. Providing enhanced facilities for Drogheda ETSS and the capacity to cater for increased enrolments over the next 3
years, including for September 2021, are particularly important aspects of the project.
The existing temporary Drogheda ETSS site is too small to facilitate the proposed accommodation and St. Olivers Community College site is the only LMETB owned site in the vicinity
that has capacity. The school will remain on the ETB-owned site until its new permanent school
building is provided. LMETB has agreed to deliver the project and a planning application will
be submitted as quickly as possible.
In relation to a permanent site for Drogheda ETSS, the Department has undertaken and
continues to undertake a site identification process in respect of suitable sites in the South
Drogheda area. To date it has proven challenging to identify suitable available sites in the area.
Currently, the Department is undertaking an assessment of two potential sites. Due to commercial sensitivities it is not possible to provide further information at this stage.
The Department envisages that the new permanent school will be provided under a Design
& Build contract and has procurement frameworks in place to deliver this as quickly as possible. A typical construction period for a 1,000 pupil school is 18 months. However, the identification and acquisition of a permanent site and the associated design and planning permission
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processes are key first steps in facilitating construction of the new permanent school building.
My Department’s Wellbeing Policy and Framework for practice has given recognition to the
importance of promoting wellbeing in education. It outlines a comprehensive, whole-school approach to the promotion of wellbeing and positive mental health. It focuses on the whole school
community, as well as groups and individual young people with identified needs.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRY00300

427. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education if children who, as a
result of the disruption to their education due to the impact of Covid-19, wish to repeat a school
year will be permitted to do so; the consideration given to the matter by her Department; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [6738/21]
10/02/2021WRY00400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): During the current period of school closure, schools are required to put in place their plan of action to enable continuity of learning for
all pupils. This involves all teachers who are medically fit to work, including SETs, providing
remote teaching and learning to all pupils in their class or on their caseload.
10/02/2021WRY00500

It is crucially important that the learning of all pupils/students, especially those with special
educational needs and those at risk of educational disadvantage and/or early school leaving,
are supported at this time. These supports include teachers engaging with their pupils/students
on a regular basis, through a blend of guided and independent learnings tasks and experiences.
Chosen learning tasks provide an opportunity to demonstrate a student’s learning in a clear and
concise way. These learning tasks enable teachers to monitor progress and provide constructive,
developmental feedback to support learning.
Where possible it is important that pupils move on with their peers and continue on to the
next stage of their education. When pupils have started back in school, the principal and teachers can assess their needs and adapt their teaching programme so that any gaps in their learning resulting from the temporary closure of schools can be addressed. For the vast majority of
pupils, this will ensure progression is as seamless a manner as possible.
In exceptional circumstances a school may conclude a pupil or student would benefit educationally by repeating a grade level having first consulted with the learning support teacher/
resource teacher and class teacher and parents. In such circumstances there should be a clear
programme outlined for such a pupil that records precisely what new approach will be used
for her/him and what its expected benefit will be. These records should be retained within the
school and should be brought to the attention of a Department Inspectorate, by the Principal on
visiting the school.
The full re-opening of our schools for all students remains a top priority for Government
and I am committed to working on an ongoing basis with all stakeholders to achieve this outcome at the earliest opportunity.
Departmental Schemes

10/02/2021WRY00600

428. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education her plans for the
school inclusion model plan (details supplied); if the model will be continued on a pilot basis;
if so, when will the findings of the pilot scheme be released; if a decision has been made on
whether the model will be rolled-out nationally; if so, the date; and if she will make a statement
10/02/2021WRY00700
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on the matter. [6739/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The School Inclusion Model is based on policy advice from the National Council for Special Education based on the principle of providing the right support at the right time delivered
by a range of personnel with relevant qualifications and skill-sets. Its purpose is to help students
achieve better outcomes. Independent evaluation is a central part of the project and the outcome
will inform future policy on extending the SIM. The project includes a number of elements:
10/02/2021WRY00800

- Provision of in-school therapies (speech and language, occupational);
- Allocation of SNAs on a frontloaded basis;
- Additional professional supports for the school including psychology, behavioural and
professional development; and
- Training of SNAs.
In February 2019, the Government approved the trialling of the Model for the 2019/20
school year. Initially designed as a one year pilot involving up to 75 participating schools in
the CHO 7 region, it was interrupted by Covid-19 with the closure of schools and the diversion
of HSE therapists from the project to Covid related work. It was then extended to the 2020/21
school year which has also been interrupted by Covid.
Progress has been made on aspects of the Model but much remains to be done in terms of
in-school implementation and evaluation. The Model will resume once schools are reopened
and planning is underway in this regard.
As part of the 2021 Budget measures, funding is being made available to extend the School
Inclusion Model (SIM) to two other areas in 2021.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRY00900

429. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Education the timeline for the completion of the review by the schools’ capital appraisal section for a school (details supplied) in
County Sligo; and the details of the next phase of the application process. [6749/21]
10/02/2021WRY01000

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department is in receipt of an application from the school in question for consideration under the
Additional School Accommodation Scheme.
10/02/2021WRY01100

The application is being considered by my officials and once a decision has been reached the
school authorities will be contacted directly.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRY01200

430. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education the status of the proposed
new build for a school (details supplied); the stage the proposal has reached; when works will
commence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6785/21]
10/02/2021WRY01300

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my
Department is currently engaging with the school to which he refers in relation to the school’s
accommodation needs, including the provision of permanent accommodation as quickly as
10/02/2021WRY01400
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possible.
Home Tuition Scheme

10/02/2021WRY01500

431. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if she will address matters
regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6790/21]
10/02/2021WRY01600

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My officials have advised that the home tuition grant application in question was sanctioned. Correspondence to this effect issued to the applicant on the 8th of February 2021.
10/02/2021WRY01700

School Equipment

10/02/2021WRY01800

432. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Education if she will initiate a scheme to
support schools to install solar panels; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6812/21]
10/02/2021WRY01900

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is at the forefront of
design with respect to sustainable energy in school buildings and this performance has been
recognised at both National and International level with sustainable energy awards for excellence in Design and Specification.
10/02/2021WRY02000

Schools that are designed and built in accordance with the Departments Schools technical
guidance documents must achieve an A3 Building Energy Rating A3 and have typically up to
20% higher performance than required by the current Building Regulations, along with 10%
of primary energy provided via photovoltaics and infrastructure provision for electric vehicle
charging.
All new technologies and approaches are tested to ensure compatibility with school design
and operational requirements. Successful and repeatable results are then incorporated into all
new school designs and refurbishments.
My Department’s Technical Guidance Documents set the benchmark for sustainable design
in school buildings with a clear focus on energy efficiency and they are based on solid energy
research projects. The Departments policy is supported by a strong research programme with
forty eight research projects at various stages including its joint SEAI partnership energy website project www.energyineducation.ie.
Solar PV is also funded for schools that are having their electrical installations replaced.
My Department and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland are involved in an energy efficient retrofit pathfinder scheme for schools since 2017. The longer-term outcome of
the pathfinder will be to create an accurate and scalable model for energy efficient retrofits of
schools across Ireland. A deep energy retrofit programme for schools built prior to 2008 is due
to be rolled out from 2023 onwards and the role of solar PV will be considered in that context.
School Accommodation

10/02/2021WRY02100

433. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the efforts she is making to
provide a new primary school for an area (details supplied); if her attention has been drawn to
10/02/2021WRY02200
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the condition of the existing facility that is over 100 years old; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [6857/21]
Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that my
Department is in receipt of an application, from the school in question, for major capital works
comprising of a new school building.
10/02/2021WRY02300

Under the National Development Plan (NDP), increased funding has been provided for the
school sector capital investment programme. This funding allows for a continued focus on the
provision of new permanent school places to keep pace with demographic demand and also
provides for an additional focus on the refurbishment of existing school buildings particularly
in the second half of Project 2040 period. The school authority’s application will be considered
under the Project Ireland 2040 capital envelope at the earliest opportunity.
In the interim, should the school authority consider that it does not have sufficient capacity,
in terms of mainstream teaching accommodation, it is open to them to apply for accommodation under the Additional School Accommodation Scheme, details of which are available on my
Department’s website www.education.ie. The purpose of the ASA scheme is to ensure that essential classroom accommodation is available to cater for pupils enrolled each year and where
the need cannot be met by the school’s existing accommodation.
School Accommodation

10/02/2021WRY02400

434. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education the sites controlled by the Louth
Meath Education Training Board, the Drogheda, County Louth and east County Meath areas,
respectively, that were assessed for suitability by her Department and the ETB before a decision was made to relocate a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [6865/21]
10/02/2021WRY02500

435. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education if copies will be provided of any
formal assessments carried out by her Department on the site of a school (details supplied)
which were used by her Department to reach its determination that the current site of the school
is unsuitable to meet the needs of the school in the future; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [6866/21]
10/02/2021WRY02600

436. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education when a planning application for
the proposed development of an interim school building solution for a school (details supplied)
will be submitted to Louth County Council; the full capital cost and budget estimate for the
proposed project; if the proposed move to a site will involve the addition of more places in first
year for the 2021-2022 school year in order to meet full demand; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6867/21]
10/02/2021WRY02700

437. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education the reason a site in the ownership of the LMETB adjoining a school (details supplied) will not be used to develop a further
interim property solution for another school; if it will be ensured that a permanent building for
the school will be located in the east County Meath area; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [6868/21]
10/02/2021WRY02800

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 434 to
437, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRY02900

The interim move of Drogheda Educate Together Secondary School (ETSS) from its existing temporary location to the Louth Meath Education Training Board (LMETB) owned site at
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Rathmullen Road, Drogheda (same location as St. Oliver’s Community College), is to facilitate
Drogheda ETSS ultimately growing to a 1,000-pupil school upon the delivery of its new school
building on a permanent site. This is important in the context of addressing the need for additional post-primary school places in Drogheda and Laytown School planning areas for the next
3 years including September 2021.
The level of accommodation to be provided will be in excess of 6,800m² and will consist of
13 general classrooms, 14 specialist rooms, 2 special classes, pastoral rooms and other ancillary
accommodation. Providing enhanced facilities for Drogheda ETSS and the capacity to cater
for increased enrolments over the next 3 years, including for September 2021, are particularly
important aspects of the project.
The existing temporary Drogheda ETSS site on the Mill Road is too small to facilitate the
proposed accommodation and St. Oliver’s Community College site is the only LMETB owned
site in the vicinity that has capacity for this level of accommodation. The school will remain on
the ETB-owned site until its new permanent school building is provided. LMETB has agreed to
deliver the project and a planning application will be submitted as quickly as possible. The cost
will only be known when tenders are received and assessed.
In relation to a permanent site for Drogheda ETSS, the Department has undertaken and
continues to undertake a site identification process in respect of suitable sites in the South
Drogheda area. To date it has proven challenging to identify suitable available sites in the area.
Currently, the Department is undertaking an assessment of two potential sites. Due to commercial sensitivities it is not possible to provide further information at this stage.
The Department envisages that the new permanent school will be provided under a Design
& Build contract and has procurement frameworks in place to deliver this as quickly as possible. A typical construction period for a 1,000 pupil school is 18 months. However, the identification and acquisition of a permanent site and the associated design and planning permission
processes are key first steps in facilitating construction of the new permanent school building.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRY03300

438. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Education the most recent data on the amount
spent to date by her Department, in capital terms, on providing accommodation and facilities
at a location for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6869/21]
10/02/2021WRY03400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that when
the accommodation for the school in question was being planned in late 2018/early 2019 it was
intended to provide a level of interim accommodation for the school based on a limited enrolment intake of 48 pupils each year (2 class intake) as it was envisaged that a permanent site
would be secured in the short-term. As the Deputy is aware to date it has proven challenging
to identify suitable available sites in the area and giving increasing demographic pressure in
Drogheda and Laytown school planning areas as well as pressure from the school in question to
grow their intake, my Department allowed the school grow for September 2020 (72 pupils – 3
class intake). It is now clear that the current site is not large enough in the context of addressing
the need for additional post-primary school places in the two school planning areas for the next
3 years including September 2021.
10/02/2021WRY03500

The cost to date of providing interim temporary accommodation for the school in question
at their current location is €2.12m (€0.36m rental of land and prefabs and €1.76m capital costs).
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Special Educational Needs Staff

10/02/2021WRY03600

439. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Education if SNAs will be invited to
take part in the 2021 home-based summer scheme called the July Provision 2021 thus enabling
them to provide home tuition to students. [6871/21]
10/02/2021WRY03700

Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A significantly expanded Summer Programme was provided in 2020 for children with
the complex needs as a discrete response to Covid-19. The programme included a number of
strands and options from which parents could choose, involving either in-school, or homebased supports by teachers and special needs assistants (SNAs) to help to prevent regression
among children with SEN.
10/02/2021WRY03800

The role of Tutors and Special Needs Assistants engaged by Parents under the home based
summer programme are separate and distinct and broadly reflect the role of teachers and SNAs
in schools.
The programmes aim was to support children to reintegrate / transition into their planned
education setting for the 2020/21 school year with their peers.
Over 14,000 children participated in the special education summer programmes developed
by the Department including 3,881 in the school based programme, 9,716 in the home based
programme and 450 families in the HSE programme.
My Department is working on developing proposals for Summer Provision 2021 which will
be influenced by the current public health emergency.
These proposals will be developed based on continuous engagement and consultation with
the education partners, including Parent and Disability groups.
I will make an announcement on this in due course.
Question No. 440 answered with Question No. 410.
Legislative Programme

10/02/2021WRY04000

441. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education the status of the Education (Student and Parent Charter) Bill 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6925/21]
10/02/2021WRY04100

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Education (Student and Parent Charter) Bill was published on 10 September 2019 and has been passed by the Seanad. The Bill is
currently awaiting an order for second stage in the Dáil.
10/02/2021WRY04200

The overall aim of the legislation is to improve the level of engagement between schools
and students and their parents by inviting feedback, comment and observations from students
and parents and by developing a listening culture in the school.
The legislation will provide greater clarity for students and their parents on what they can
expect from schools and will help ensure that schools and students and parents work in partnership effectively together.
State Examinations

10/02/2021WRY04300
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442. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education her plans for the
junior certificate 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6929/21]
10/02/2021WRY04400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is acutely aware of the
challenges faced by students, teachers and families as a result of COVID-19. The pandemic has
brought significant challenges to the education system, and I am acutely aware of the impacts
that this has had on those students preparing to sit their final examinations. It is recognised that
a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving environment
linked to COVID-19.
10/02/2021WRY04500

The planning work underway in respect of the State Examinations in 2021 is being assisted
by an Advisory Group of key stakeholders. The advisory group has been convened to advise
Government on all of the various issues arising in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and appropriate contingency measures. The
advisory group includes representatives of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and
management bodies, the State Examinations Commission, the National Council for Curriculum
and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and
Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Education, including the National Educational Psychological Service.
The advisory group has met on a number of occasions as has a subgroup formed to consider
in greater depth issues relating to planning towards the 2021 examinations, including those
identified by the Irish Second-Level Students’ Union in their recently published report on the
2021 State Examinations and return to school.
Following the most recent meeting of the subgroup,on Friday 5 February, I announced that
I was inviting these education stakeholders to participate in intensive, confidential bilateral
discussions with department officials to progress work on two distinct processes for Leaving
Certificate 2021: planning for examinations and scoping out a corresponding measure, different
to examinations that can also be offered to students. Discussions on Junior Cycle examinations
will continue in these engagements.
All partners are committed to acting in the interests and wellbeing of students, who are at
the heart of this process.
Departmental Correspondence

10/02/2021WRY04600

443. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if she will address the
concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied); if he will forward these concerns to the
advisory group; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6931/21]
10/02/2021WRY04700

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is acutely aware of the
challenges faced by students, teachers and families as a result of COVID-19. The pandemic has
brought significant challenges to the education system, and I am acutely aware of the impacts
that this has had on those students preparing to sit their final examinations. It is recognised that
a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving environment
linked to COVID-19.
10/02/2021WRY04800

The planning work underway in respect of the State Examinations in 2021 is being assisted
by an Advisory Group of key stakeholders. The advisory group has been convened to advise
Government on all of the various issues arising in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and appropriate contingency measures. The
advisory group includes representatives of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and
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management bodies, the State Examinations Commission, the National Council for Curriculum
and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and
Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Education, including the National Educational Psychological Service.
The advisory group has met on a number of occasions as has a subgroup formed to consider
in greater depth issues relating to planning towards the 2021 examinations, including those
identified by the Irish Second-Level Students’ Union in their recently published report on the
2021 State Examinations and return to school.
Following the most recent meeting of the subgroup, on Friday 5 February, I announced that
I was inviting these education stakeholders to participate in intensive, confidential bilateral
discussions with department officials to progress work on two distinct processes for Leaving
Certificate 2021: planning for examinations and scoping out a corresponding measure, different
to examinations that can also be offered to students. Discussions on Junior Cycle examinations
will continue in these engagements.
My Department has indicated to the education partners that any corresponding process
would need to include the following features:
- The State Examinations Commission running both the examinations and the corresponding process;
- Better provision for out-of-school learners in the corresponding process;
- Some cognisance of performance in “additional component” elements of examinations
(coursework, orals, practicals, etc.); and
- Timely progression to higher and further education using either examinations or the outcome of any corresponding process.
All partners are committed to acting in the interests and wellbeing of students, who are at
the heart of this process.
School Accommodation

10/02/2021WRY04900

444. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been
drawn to the case of a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6938/21]
10/02/2021WRY05000

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that the
school in question should contact their Insurance Provider in the first instance to ascertain what
damages are covered under their Policy. If the damages are not covered under their Insurance
Policy they should submit an application for funding under my Department’s Emergency Works
Scheme that is available via the schools Esinet portal.
10/02/2021WRY05100

Special Educational Needs

10/02/2021WRZ00200

445. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Education if a list of schools in Dublin 9 and 11 with ASD units at primary and post-primary level will be provided; her views on
whether this is sufficient; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6965/21]
10/02/2021WRZ00300
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446. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Education if schools in Dublin 9 or 11
have contacted her Department in the past year about opening up a new ASD unit; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [6966/21]
10/02/2021WRZ00400

447. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Education the efforts her Department
and the NCSE are making to forecast the required number of ASD places needed in Dublin 9
and 11; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6967/21]
10/02/2021WRZ00500

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 445 to 447, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRZ00600

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their
needs is a priority for this Government. The Department of Education will spend approximately
€2 Billion or over 20% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional provision
for children with special educational needs this year.
The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures
in place for engaging with schools and parents. NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education
placements.
NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nationally,
to meet identified need. This process is ongoing.
It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a specialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made
available to the school.
Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country where
increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a shortage of school
places.
Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However,
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.
16 special classes provide ASD and ASD Early Intervention placements for students in
Dublin 9 and 11 at Primary and Post Primary level. The admission policies of schools are the
remit of the Board of Management of each school and, as such, the NCSE has no role in relation to the number of applicants or waiting lists. Once schools notify NCSE of vacancies within
their specialist provision, SENOs work locally to ensure parents are made aware of these special class places.
Through ongoing consultation at local level the NCSE is aware of those parents whose
children will be seeking placement for the 2021/22 academic year, including mainstream placement with appropriate support, special class placement, Early Intervention and special school
placement. The NCSE continues to work at local level to identify any and all relevant suitable
placements.
Special classes in the Dublin area generally operate at capacity, and the NCSE is working
with a significant number of schools in the county to encourage and support the opening of new
ASD classes at all levels. The NCSE has specific plans in place to open a number of additional
classes in schools in North Dublin.
216

10 February 2021

I can also reassure the Deputy that the local SENOs continue to be available to assist and
advise parents of children with special educational needs.
Information on the list of schools with special classes together with SENO contact details is
available at www.ncse.ie.
School Transport

10/02/2021WRZ00900

448. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education the status of the school
transport review; if the terms of reference have been finalised; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [6978/21]
10/02/2021WRZ01000

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.
10/02/2021WRZ01100

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their
nearest school. Under the terms of the scheme, children are eligible for school transport where
they reside not less than 4.8kms at post-primary and 3.2kms at primary from and are attending
their nearest school/post-primary centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having
regard to ethos and language.
In October 2019, my predecessor announced a review of the school transport scheme with
a view to ensuring funds are being spent in the most effective way to meet the objectives of the
scheme. Terms of reference and the scope of the review have been drafted and a Steering Group
has been established.
Given the evolving situation with Covid-19 the work of the Steering Group has been delayed.
The Review will build on the proposals in the Programme for Government as they relate
to school transport, including examining the options to reduce car journeys and assessing how
the School Transport Scheme can work in liaison with the Safe Routes to Schools Programme;
examining the options for providing a better value and a better service for students, including
and examining issues such as the nearest or next-nearest school.
DEIS Scheme

10/02/2021WRZ01200

449. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education her plans to review the DEIS
scheme; if new schools can make an application to be admitted to this scheme on the basis of
changed circumstances; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6984/21]
10/02/2021WRZ01300

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is in the final stages of
refinement of the new DEIS identification model, based on school enrolment data and the latest
data available from Census 2016 using the HP Deprivation Index. A detailed quality analysis
of the data has been carried out by members of the DEIS Technical Group which contains representatives of the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion Units, the Inspectorate and the
Educational Research Centre. The work of this group is at an advanced stage and a consultation
process with education stakeholder representatives on the technical aspect and implementation
10/02/2021WRZ01400
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of this model has commenced. It is envisaged that this will then provide the basis for development of a DEIS resource allocation system to match resources to identified need.
I am confident that the culmination of this work will facilitate the ultimate aim of matching
resources to identified need and will allow us to target extra resources at those schools most
in need. Until this work is complete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any
further schools.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRZ01500

450. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Education the status of
plans to safely reopen primary and secondary schools for mainstream learning; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [7002/21]
10/02/2021WRZ01600

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Government has always been guided
by public health advice in relation to what is safe in schools. NPHET remain of the view that
schools are low risk environments but recognise there is a need to reduce societal activity and
movement to curb the spread of the virus at this time.
10/02/2021WRZ01700

My Department has agreed a plan with the relevant education stakeholders for the phased
return to in-person learning for children in special schools and children in special classes in
mainstream schools. This phased reopening will commence this Thursday 11th February with
children in special schools returning on a 50 per cent shared basis from that date.
It is regrettable that a pathway for a return to in-class learning for children with additional
needs in mainstream schools could not be reached but we will continue to work with our partners to provide a resolution for this cohort of pupils.
The re-opening of our schools for all students remains a top priority for Government and I
am committed to working on an ongoing basis with all stakeholders to achieve this outcome at
the earliest opportunity.
School Accommodation

10/02/2021WRZ01800

451. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Education the timeline for
obtaining a permanent premises for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [7003/21]
10/02/2021WRZ01900

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is committed to providing permanent accommodation to meet the needs of the school to which the Deputy refers.
10/02/2021WRZ02000

In this regard, officials in my Department are in active engagement with officials from Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council to further appraise two potential site options in terms of
technical suitability. Once the final preferred site option has been identified, negotiations with
the landowner in respect of the proposed acquisition of this site will commence.
Given the commercial sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a
position to comment further at this time.
Schools Refurbishment

10/02/2021WRZ02100
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452. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education the status of a project (details
supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7043/21]
10/02/2021WRZ02200

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to inform the Deputy that the payment in question has been processed and the funds will be paid directly to the school’s bank
account within seven working days.
10/02/2021WRZ02300

Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRZ02400

453. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the position regarding the
transfer of a building project for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [7054/21]
10/02/2021WRZ02500

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The project to which the Deputy refers is
devolved for delivery to the Cork Education and Training Board (CETB). Under this arrangement, it will be a matter for the CETB to appoint a Design Team for the design and construction
phases of the project.
10/02/2021WRZ02600

Following a request from the CETB for a review of the long term projected enrolments, my
Department is revising the schedule of accommodation to provide capacity for 600 pupils. This
process is currently in train and my Department will be in further contact with the CETB as
soon as the revised accommodation brief has been finalised.
State Examinations

10/02/2021WRZ02700

454. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education if she will engage
with organisations (details supplied) in order to hear the voice and concerns of all parents and
to ensure that they are represented on all advisory groups; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [7073/21]
10/02/2021WRZ02800

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The planning work underway in respect
of the Leaving Certificate Examinations in 2021 is being assisted by an Advisory Group of key
stakeholders which has met on a number of occasions in recent months. The Advisory Group
has been convened to advise Government on all of the various issues arising in relation to the
holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and appropriate contingency measures. The Advisory Group, which was initially constituted in April 2020, includes
representatives of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the
State Examinations Commission, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the
Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, the Higher
Education Authority and the Department of Education, including the National Educational Psychological Service.
10/02/2021WRZ02900

Parents are represented at the group by both the National Parents Council – Primary (NPC)
and the National Parents Council – Post-Primary (NCPPP). The Education Act puts the recognition of these bodies on a statutory footing as the official parent representative bodies at national
level. Both parent organisations represent all parents and guardians in schools throughout the
country, irrespective of school ethos or patronage. Both Parents Councils have actively engaged
in the work of the advisory group since it was constituted and have ensured that the advice provided by the group to my Department was informed by the voice of parents.
It is understood that, up until recently, both the Catholic Secondary Schools Parents Associ219
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ations (CSSPA) and the Education and Training Boards Schools National Parents’ Association
(ETBsNPA) were constituent bodies of the National Parents’ Council Post-primary. Other constituent bodies of the NPCPP also includes the National Association of Compass – Co-operation
of Minority Religion and Protestant Parent Associations (Post Primary) and Parents Association
of Community & Comprehensive Schools (PACCS).
My Department has been informed that the boards of the National Parents Council Post
Primary and of the National Parents Council Primary have agreed to work together to progress
plans to form a new National Parents Council representing all parents in order to strengthen the
voice of parents from early years right through to the end of second level education. A single
representative body for all parents of Irish schoolchildren will be able to provide advice and services to all parents and engage effectively with all key stakeholders to ensure that the parents’
voice in education is strong.
Legislative Programme

10/02/2021WRZ03000

455. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education the status of the Education (Student and Parent) Charter Bill 2019; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7097/21]
10/02/2021WRZ03100

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Education (Student and Parent Charter) Bill was published on 10 September 2019 and has been passed by the Seanad. The Bill is
currently awaiting an order for second stage in the Dáil.
10/02/2021WRZ03200

The overall aim of the legislation is to improve the level of engagement between schools
and students and their parents by inviting feedback, comment and observations from students
and parents and by developing a listening culture in the school.
The legislation will provide greater clarity for students and their parents on what they can
expect from schools and will help ensure that schools and students and parents work in partnership effectively together.
Emergency Works Scheme

10/02/2021WRZ03300

456. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in counties Laois and Offaly that have submitted emergency works applications from 1 January 2020
to date; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7098/21]
10/02/2021WRZ03400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would lke to inform the Deputy that
nineteen Emergency Works applications have been received from schools located in Laois and
Offaly since the 1st of January 2020 to date.
10/02/2021WRZ03500

Information on approved Emergency Works applications is available on my Department’s
website; this information is updated weekly.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRZ03600

457. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the details of the work of
her Department with the National Development Finance Agency in respect of a project school
bundle (details supplied); when the procurement process commenced for the procurement of
the design team and project management for the school projects involved; the list of school
10/02/2021WRZ03700
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projects in the school bundle; when this procurement process will be completed; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [7106/21]
Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, the project to
which he refers has been devolved to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) for
delivery as part of a programme of school building projects.
10/02/2021WRZ03800

The school projects in Bundle 2 - ‘Project Boyne’ are listed in the table.
The NDFA is currently undertaking the second phase of the process of appointment of
multi-disciplinary technical advisors (design teams) for this bundle. We expect the tendering
process for this stage to be completed soon.
Thereafter, the NDFA will ensure that the projects progress to design stage, obtain the necessary statutory planning permission, and move the projects onward to tender and construction
in due course.
Please be assured that the NDFA is engaging directly with the respective school authorities
to keep them informed of progress.
County
Carlow
Kildare
Kildare
Kildare
Meath
Wicklow

Roll No.
61150N
61681V
61690W
61730I
64420I
76076M

School Name
Presentation De La Salle
Patrician Post Primary
Cross & Passion, Kilcullen
St. Mary’s Girls’ Post Primary
Franciscan College
Colaiste Chraobh Abhann

Special Educational Needs

10/02/2021WRZ03900

458. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education if a July provision programme for children with special educational needs will proceed during summer 2021; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [7119/21]
10/02/2021WRZ04000

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A significantly expanded Summer Programme was provided in 2020 for children with the complex
needs as a discrete response to Covid-19. The programme included a number of strands and
options from which parents could choose, involving either in-school, or home-based supports
by teachers and special needs assistants (SNAs) to help to prevent regression among children
with SEN.
10/02/2021WRZ04100

The programmes aim was to support children to reintegrate/transition into their planned
education setting for the 2020/21 school year with their peers.
Over 14,000 children participated in the special education summer programmes developed
by the Department including 3,881 in the school based programme, 9,716 in the home based
programme and 450 families in the HSE programme.
My Department is working on developing proposals for Summer Provision 2021 which will
be influenced by the current public health emergency.
These proposals will be developed based on continuous engagement and consultation with
the education partners, including Parent and Disability groups.
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I will make an announcement on this in due course.
Special Educational Needs

10/02/2021WRZ04200

459. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education the arrangements for the return of children with special educational needs to mainstream schools, including proposed special staffing arrangements and additional resources; the planned phasing arrangements; the proposed dates and timelines for same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7120/21]
10/02/2021WRZ04300

460. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education the date for the reopening of
special schools and the planned phasing of that reopening; the special staffing arrangements for
same; the additional resources she plans to provide to these schools (details supplied); and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [7122/21]
10/02/2021WRZ04400

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 459 and 460 together.
10/02/2021WRZ04500

My Department is very conscious of the particular strain that school closures place on children with complex special educational needs and their families.
While most children reportedly adapted reasonably well to remote learning, there is a developing body of evidence which indicated that the absence of school and other supports had a
disproportionately negative impact on the lives and wellbeing of children with the most complex special educational needs and their families.
It is for these reasons that my Department has prioritised the reopening of schools and
classes for children with the most complex special educational needs.
Throughout January of this year, there has been engagements with education stakeholders
on a near-daily basis. All of those meetings were focused on the safe reopening of schools.
Recently, the engagements were particularly focused on the more specific question of a limited
reopening of in-school provision for children with special educational needs.
Following intensive engagement and input from primary and special education partners, a
framework has now been developed and agreed with all partners, including unions and management, in order to achieve a phased return to in-school provision for children with the most
complex special educational needs.
Under the framework the following phased return to in-school provision has been agreed:
Phase 1: Special schools will reopen from Thursday 11th February 2021. In accordance
with this agreement pupils will attend on a 50 per cent basis to allow for attendance of reduced
numbers within the school setting. This will be reviewed in line with public health advice.
Phase 2: Primary Special Classes will reopen from Monday 22nd February 2021. These
pupils may attend on a fulltime basis.
Guidance documents have issued to schools in advance of this reopening, including updated
public health guidance and a framework document which outlines temporary time-bound staffing arrangements, the application of substitution arrangements, time-bound temporary arrangements for pupil attendance, information on school transport options and other matters.
I can also confirm that funding is in place to support implementation of all infection prevention control (IPC) measures required by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC)
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including the provision of appropriate PPE for SNAs and Special Education Teaching staff. Any
school who needs additional funding for PPE can get in touch with the Department.
Departmental Properties

10/02/2021WRZ04700

461. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education the school buildings
owned, leased or rented by her Department in Dublin 8, 10 and 12; and if the list of such schools,
the annual rent and length of the lease of each, if applicable, will be provided. [7123/21]
10/02/2021WRZ04800

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that there are
no school buildings leased or rented in Dublin 8, 10 and 12 by my Department.
10/02/2021WRZ04900

The following schools are owned by my Department in these Dublin areas:
St. Brigid’s Primary School, The Coombe, Dublin 8 and Gaelscoil Inse Chór, Droichead na
hInse, Dublin 8.
Irish Sign Language

10/02/2021WRZ05000

462. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if an organisation (details
supplied) will be recognised as the representative body to implement the Irish Sign Language
Act 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7184/21]
10/02/2021WRZ05100

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The
Teaching Council is the independent regulatory body with statutory authority for the professional regulation of teachers in this State.
10/02/2021WRZ05200

Registration with the Council is necessary in order to be recognized as a teacher for employment in a state funded teaching post. Registration ensures that standards of entry to the profession are maintained. Teachers may apply for registration in the primary, post-primary, further
education and other sectors.
The registration of teachers is governed by Section 31 of the Teaching Council Acts 20012015 and the Council registers teachers under the Teaching Council Registration Regulations
2016. My Department is not directly involved in the registration of individual teachers.
Applicants wishing to register as a teacher in the Further Education sector must meet the
requirements for registration under Route 3, as set out in the regulations, which are available
on the Teaching Council’s website at www.teachingcouncil.ie/en/Registration/How-do-I-register-/.
I would advise members of the Council of Irish Sign Language Teachers (CISLT) to liaise
directly with the Teaching Council regarding their registration.
Very significant levels of financial provision are made to ensure that all children with special
educational needs, including children who are deaf/hard of hearing, can be provided with an
education appropriate to their needs.
The total education spend on special education is about €2 Billion - almost a fifth - of the
the annual educational and training budget. This represents an increase of over 60% in total
expenditure since 2011, at which point €1.247 Billion per annum was provided.
Included in this provision is an extensive range of supports to assist students who are deaf
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or hard of hearing. In line with my Department’s policy that children with special educational
needs access appropriate education intervention in mainstream settings where possible, many
deaf or hard of hearing pupils are integrated into mainstream classes at primary and post-primary level, while other children who are deaf or hard of hearing and have more complex needs
may attend special schools or classes, which have lower pupil teacher ratios.
The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Support Service includes Visiting
Teachers, who are qualified teachers with particular skills and knowledge of the development and education of children with varying degrees of hearing loss and/or visual impairment.
They offer longitudinal support to children, their families and schools from the time of referral
through to the end of post-primary education.
Each visiting teacher (VT) is responsible for a particular region and is allocated a caseload
of students. The VT supports children/young people, parents, guardians, teachers and other
professionals involved with the child.
The frequency and nature of support takes into account a range of factors based on the individual’s needs.
The NCSE provide direct support to schools and individual teachers in as flexible a way
as possible, offering telephone advice, a school visit from a member of the team, an in-service
course for individual teachers, or whole-school training. Whole-school training will ensure that
all teachers are equipped to cater for the pupils’ educational needs, as they progress through
primary and post primary school.
Among the courses towards which funding is provided to schools are courses in Irish Sign
Language, which are available throughout the country through a variety of providers.
Additional supports provided by my Department include funding to schools for assistive
technology such as radio aids and Soundfield systems, special transport arrangements for pupils, and enhanced levels of capitation in special classes and special schools.
Funding is also provided by my Department for a weekly home tuition service whereby tutors visit the homes of deaf and hard of hearing pre-school children and school-going pupils to
provide training in Irish Sign Language (ISL) for these children, their siblings, parents/guardians and grandparents.
Reasonable accommodations and supports are made available to support children with special educational needs, including students who are deaf/hard of hearing, to participate in state
exams.
The NCSE published the Comprehensive Review of the SNA Scheme in May 2018. The
report recommends that Irish Sign Language (ISL) qualified assistants should be put in place to
support profoundly deaf students whose primary language is ISL and that this should be aligned
to the requirements of the Irish Sign Language Act 2017..
In line with the recommendations of this review and the requirements of the Irish Sign
Language Act 2017, a scheme will be developed to provide Irish Sign Language support for
students attending recognised schools, whose primary language is Irish Sign Language. It will
take some time to introduce and implement this ISL scheme. In the interim these posts are filled,
on a case by case basis, through the NCSE to allocate an additional SNA post with appropriate
ISL qualifications. They are employed on similar terms and conditions to SNAs. The purpose
of these posts is to enable these students attend school and access the curriculum.
A new undergraduate programme, Bachelor of Education (Irish Sign Language), in Dublin
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City University (DCU), launched in 2019, enables deaf and hard of hearing people who use
Irish Sign Language (ISL) to enter primary teaching.
Previously, there was no entry route to primary teacher education for someone who communicates through ISL and could not meet the minimum entry requirement for Irish in Leaving
Certificate. This B.Ed. allows ISL to be accepted as an alternative to Irish. It is an important step
towards ensuring increased access and inclusion for all in the classroom.
It is envisaged that, when qualified, these students will teach in schools for the deaf or special classes in mainstream schools. These qualified teachers will have a high level of ability in
ISL, in-depth knowledge of bilingual education and the ability to teach all of the curriculum
subjects through ISL. It will further aid deaf children who use Irish Sign Language in primary
school to fully access the curriculum by having teachers who are fluent ISL users.
This new Bachelor of Education (ISL) is approved by the Department of Education and accredited by the Teaching Council.
The duties of the Minister for Education in relation to the implementation of the ISL Act are
set out in Section 5 of the Act and the Minister has no role in recognising representative bodies.
Under section 10(3) of the Act, the Minister for Justice shall ensure that persons or organisations that are representative of the interests of the members of the deaf community are consulted
on the matters to be considered in a report prepared on the operation of the Act.
Following the transfer of disability policy functions from the Department of Justice to the
Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY), DCEDIY have
responsibility for the ISL Act. The question regarding the recognition of the CISLT as a representative body in relation to the ISL Act is more appropriate to my colleague the Minister for
Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRZ05300

463. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education the status of providing a new
school building for a school (details supplied) in County Mayo; the stage of approval the project is at; the remaining stages to be completed; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[7207/21]
10/02/2021WRZ05400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware that a building
project for the school in question is included in my Department’s school building programme
to be delivered as part of the National Development Plan (NDP).
10/02/2021WRZ05500

Detailed consideration is being given to the accommodation needs of this school and how
to best meet them.

10/02/2021WRAA00200

Schools Site Acquisitions

464. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education if she has identified
a suitable property to locate a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [7231/21]
10/02/2021WRAA00300

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is committed to providing permanent accommodation to meet the needs of the school to which the Deputy refers.
10/02/2021WRAA00400
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In this regard, officials in my Department are in active engagement with officials from Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council to further appraise two potential site options in terms of
technical suitability. Once the final preferred site option has been identified, negotiations with
the landowner in respect of the proposed acquisition of this site will commence.
Given the commercial sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a
position to comment further at this time.

10/02/2021WRAA00500

State Examinations

465. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been
drawn to the joint statement by associations (details supplied); if she will engage with both organisations in order to hear the concerns of all parents and ensure that they are represented on
all advisory groups in relation to post-primary education, particularly in relation to the leaving
certificate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7234/21]
10/02/2021WRAA00600

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The planning work underway in respect
of the Leaving Certificate Examinations in 2021 is being assisted by an Advisory Group of key
stakeholders which has met on a number of occasions in recent months. The Advisory Group
has been convened to advise Government on all of the various issues arising in relation to the
holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and appropriate contingency measures. The Advisory Group, which was initially constituted in April 2020, includes
representatives of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the
State Examinations Commission, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the
Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, the Higher
Education Authority and the Department of Education, including the National Educational Psychological Service.
10/02/2021WRAA00700

Parents are represented at the group by both the National Parents Council – Primary (NPC)
and the National Parents Council – Post-Primary (NPCPP). The Education Act puts the recognition of these bodies on a statutory footing as the official parent representative bodies at national
level. Both parent organisations represent all parents and guardians in schools throughout the
country. Both Parents Councils have actively engaged in the work of the advisory group since it
was constituted and have ensured that the advice provided by the group to my Department was
informed by the voice of parents.
Both the Catholic Secondary Schools Parents Associations (CSSPA) and the Education and
Training Boards Schools National Parents’ Association (ETBsNPA) are constituent bodies of
the National Parents’ Council Post-primary. Other constituent bodies of the NPCPP also includes the National Association of Compass – Co-operation of Minority Religion and Protestant Parent Associations (Post Primary) and Parents Association of Community & Comprehensive Schools (PACCS).
My Department has been informed that the boards of the National Parents Council Post
Primary and of the National Parents Council Primary have agreed to work together to progress
plans to form a new National Parents Council representing all parents in order to strengthen the
voice of parents from early years right through to the end of second level education.
On Friday 5 February, I announced that I was inviting these education stakeholders to participate in intensive, confidential bilateral discussions with department officials to progress
work on two distinct processes for Leaving Certificate 2021: planning for examinations and
scoping out a corresponding measure, different to examinations that can also be offered to stu226
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dents. Discussions on Junior Cycle examinations will continue in these engagements.

10/02/2021WRAA00800

Broadband Infrastructure

466. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the reason a school (details
supplied) has been waiting so long to be switched to a juniper box; if the provision of same will
be expedited; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7252/21]
10/02/2021WRAA00900

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The policy of my Department is to offer
the best quality connectivity to all schools in line with the technical solutions available in the
market and within financial constraints. Currently investment of some €13m is allocated annually for the provision of internet connectivity to schools. Broadband capacity can vary across
geographical locations and is dependent on local infrastructure which can impact on the service
that can be provided in individual schools.
10/02/2021WRAA01000

In relation to the school referred to by the Deputy, I have requested the schools broadband
service desk team to work with the school to assist in troubleshooting the schools internal network. The existing router can deliver speeds up to 30mbs and the Service Desk inform me that
they have investigated the connection in to the school and those speeds are being delivered on
the connection. That speed should allow for the activities, which as described by the school,
cannot take place currently. Therefore it is possible that the problem relates to issues with the
internal network within the school and not the broadband connectivity or the router type currently installed..
The school was offered the new router in March, as pointed out in the correspondence,
and decided not to progress the installation at that time. This equipment is subject to a public
procurement process which is currently underway with the Office of Government Procurement
(OGP) given that the previous contract has expired. This process which will put in place, a
new contract for the provision of Routers and Associated Services for the Schools Broadband
Programme, is nearing conclusion and once this new contract is in place router upgrades will
commence. The Schools Broadband Service Desk will engage with the school referred to at that
point, to arrange their router install as soon as possible.
In the meantime, the school should continue to work with the Schools Broadband Service
Desk with a view to maximising their current provision.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRAA01100

467. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education if adequate funding will be
put in place for PPE and supervision and so on when schools return; and if a system will be
introduced by which returning students must complete a declaration of being Covid-19-free,
similar to the staff declaration in secondary school settings. [7254/21]
10/02/2021WRAA01200

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Government published the Roadmap
for the Full Return to School, along with details of a financial package of over €375 million to
support the implementation of the measures in the roadmap, following approval by Government.
10/02/2021WRAA01300

The roadmap and the funding package recognise the challenges faced by schools in ensuring
the safe return of over one million students and approximately 100,000 staff in 4,000 schools in
the context of COVID-19. It sets out clear plans and practical guidance on the measures schools
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need to take to operate safely and minimise the risk of the introduction, or spread, of infection
in schools.
The range of supports being made available to all schools in the free education scheme
include considerable additional financial supports to provide for PPE, enhanced cleaning and
enhanced supervision costs under the COVID-19 response plans.
The first and second instalments of these grants were paid in August 2020 and January 2021
retrospectively.
My Department will be reviewing the funding provided and following this review details of
the third and final instalment of these grants for the 2020/2021 school year will be made available in due course.
The HPSC has set out detailed advice in respect of the infection prevention and control
measures required for the safe and sustainable operation of schools during the COVID-19 pandemic.
This advice, aspects of which have been updated throughout the period since from September 2020 to January 2021 has become the basis of the “School COVID-19 Response Plans”.
The schools plans are also based on the guidance provided by the Health and Safety Authority
(HSA) in compliance with the protocols established by Departments of Business, Enterprise
and Innovation and Health on “Returning to Work” safely.
The Department of Education’s ongoing oversight and management of schools during this
pandemic is also in line with the Government “Resilience and Recovery: 2020 – 2021: Living with COVID-19 Plan” and the successor to the “Return to Work Safely” protocols entitled
“Work Safely”.
Full details of the range of supports and guidance available to schools, staff and students can
be found on gov.ie/backtoschool.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRAA01400

468. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the status of a proposed
school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7283/21]
10/02/2021WRAA01500

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department is in receipt of an application, for additional school accommodation, from the school
authority in question.
10/02/2021WRAA01600

Officials from my Department have recently corresponded with the school Patron in relation
to their application and on receipt of their response the application can be progressed.
Schools Building Projects

10/02/2021WRAA01700

469. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the status of the permanent building for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[7284/21]
10/02/2021WRAA01800

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school building project referred to
by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build Programme.
10/02/2021WRAA01900

228

10 February 2021

A tender process is ongoing for the establishment of a new framework of contractors for
delivery of a bundle of design and build projects which is expected to be completed in Quarter
1 of 2021. It is expected that in Quarter 2 of 2021, this school building project will be included
in a subsequent bundle of projects to be tendered to the new framework.
Pending delivery of the permanent building project, my Department will continue to address
the interim accommodation needs of the school on its permanent site.
School Staff

10/02/2021WRAA02000

470. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education when the teaching allocations for the 2021-22 academic year will be announced in respect of a school (details supplied)
in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7311/21]
10/02/2021WRAA02100

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The key factor for determining the level
of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant
school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30 September. The staffing schedule operates
in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types of schools equally irrespective of
location.
10/02/2021WRAA02200

Primary schools are currently provided with class teachers on the basis of one teacher for
every 26 pupils which is at its historically lowest level. Budget 2021 builds on this progress by
implementing a further 1 point reduction for the appointment of a teacher in the 2021/22 school
year and a three point reduction in the retention schedule. These measures will help to ensure
that less pupils are required to recruit or retain a teacher.
The staffing schedule for the 2021/22 school year will be published in the coming weeks. It
is at this stage that schools will be able to establish their staffing for the coming September and
the redeployment process to fill teaching vacancies will begin.
School Curriculum

10/02/2021WRAA02300

471. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education if the relationships and sexual
education curriculum will be updated to include the way in which to identify and avoid the behaviour of coercive control. [7325/21]
10/02/2021WRAA02400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Programme for Government states
that this Government will develop inclusive and age appropriate curricula for Relationships and
Sexuality Education (RSE) and Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) across primary
and post-primary schools.
10/02/2021WRAA02500

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) conducted a thorough and
transparent review, and published its report, “Report on the Review of Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) in primary and post-primary Schools” in December 2019. This Report
was developed on foot of extensive consultation which was conducted between June 2018 and
March 2019.
For the purpose of this review and for future work in primary and post-primary curriculum
developments, the NCCA describes RSE as a curriculum-based process of teaching and learning about the cognitive, emotional, physical and social aspects of relationships and sexuality.
It aims to equip children and young people with knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that
will empower them to develop self-awareness and self-esteem, realise their health, wellbeing
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and dignity; develop positive and respectful social and sexual relationships; consider how their
choices affect their own wellbeing and that of others; and, understand their rights and responsibilities in relation to themselves and others.
The NCCA were asked to look at a number of specific issues in respect of RSE and the curriculum. These included but were not limited to consent; healthy positive, sexual expression
and relationships; developments in relation to contraception; safe use of the Internet and social
media and its effects on relationships and self-esteem; and LGBTQ+ matters.
The NCCA report makes a number of recommendations. These include primarily the development of a single integrated curriculum for RSE and Social, Personal and Health Education
(SPHE) in schools. Work on updating or developing new specifications for SPHE/RSE commenced in the NCCA earlier this year, beginning with a focus on Junior Cycle. This work includes engagement with all the key education stakeholders as well as a further process of public
consultation before any new curriculum specifications are finalised.
The NCCA has established two development groups, one for primary and one for postprimary, to oversee the work in this area and support the development of guidance material
for schools. These groups were unable to commence their work as originally planned, due to
the COVID-19 restrictions on public gatherings. However, the NCCA began convening online
meetings with these groups as of October 2020 which allows them to review significant work
that has been progressed. Both the primary and post primary SPHE/RSE development groups
have been meeting successfully via Zoom on a monthly basis since the groups were convened
in October last.
The immediate focus of the work is on creating support materials for teachers for publication online as part of the Interim Guidance Toolkit. The toolkit’s purpose is to support effective
teaching and learning of SPHE/RSE linked to the current curriculum. This work is progressing
well and the first section of the toolkit (a portal repository of teaching and learning resources
linked to the Primary SPHE Curriculum, the SPHE Junior Cycle Short Course and Senior Cycle
SPHE Framework) is now published.
In tandem with the development of the online Toolkit, preparation for redeveloping and
updating the SPHE curriculum has begun, with an initial focus on Junior Cycle. To support
this work NCCA are inviting teachers and students to give feedback on their experience of the
Junior Cycle SPHE short course specifically. The feedback from students, teachers, and the support services working with them will inform the work of the post primary development group in
updating the Junior Cycle SPHE short course. A draft, updated Junior Cycle SPHE specification
is due to be available for public consultation by the end of 2021.
Further recommendations in the report in relation to Initial Teacher Education (ITE) and
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) regarding SPHE and RSE are being considered
by my Department with a view to putting enhanced supports in place.

10/02/2021WRAA02600

Special Educational Needs

472. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education the supports and resources in
place for parents of children with dyslexia. [7326/21]
10/02/2021WRAA02700

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The Department provides for a range of supports for schools which have enrolled pupils with special
educational needs, including pupils with dyslexia, in order to ensure that wherever a child is
enrolled, she will have access to an appropriate education.
10/02/2021WRAA02800
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The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), which is a separate statutory agency,
through its network of local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for
the provision of special educational needs supports to schools. The NCSE operates within the
Department’s criteria in allocating such support.
All primary and post primary schools have been allocated additional teaching resources to
cater for children with special educational needs, including pupils with dyslexia. In September
2017 the Department introduced a new model to support pupils with special educational needs
in our schools and all schools received revised special education teacher allocations for the
2019/20 school year.
The new model differs significantly from the old Resource Allocation Model, in that Special
Education Teacher allocation is now frontloaded into schools to support children with special
educational needs. Rather than having to make individual application to the NCSE for additional supports schools can now respond to individual needs in a flexible way and pupils do
not have to have a psychological assessment, or a diagnosis of a disability, in order to access
Special Education Teaching. This means that those with highest level of need can access the
highest level of support within the school in a timely manner.
It is a matter for schools to monitor and utilise their allocation of additional teaching support
to best support the needs of identified pupils, in accordance with the Department’s guidance.
The teaching time afforded to each individual pupil is decided and managed by schools, taking
into account each child’s individual learning needs.
Guidelines for schools on the organisation, deployment and use of their special education
teachers have been published on the Department’s website, at www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/Special-Education/Guidelines-for-Primary-Schools-Supporting-Pupils-withSpecial-Educational-Needs-in-Mainstream-Schools.pdf Schools are supported in this regard by
the National Educational Psychological Services.
Funding is available to schools under the assistive technology scheme for the purchase of
specialised equipment such as computers and/or software to assist children with special educational needs. In order to qualify for equipment under the scheme, a child must have been
diagnosed with a physical or communicative disability and must also have a recommendation
in a professional assessment that the equipment is essential in order to allow the child to access
the curriculum. It must also be clear that the existing I.T. equipment in the school is insufficient
to meet the child’s needs. Equipment may only be provided where medical and/or other professional reports outline that the degree of communicative disability is such that this equipment is
essential to allow the pupil to access education and set out how the equipment will provide for
this. An assessment indicating that equipment would achieve improvement in performance is
not sufficient since this could be true in the case of any child.
Schools apply to the NCSE, through their local Special Educational Needs Organiser
(SENO) for such support. SENOs make recommendations to the Department where assistive
technology is required, in accordance with the criteria set out in the Department’s Circular
0010/2013. All schools have the names and contact details of their local SENO. Parents may
also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s special educational needs, using
the contact details available at http://ncse.ie/seno-contact-list.
Resources provided to schools also include additional training for teachers who support
children with special educational needs, through the Special Education Support Service (SESS).
The Special Education Support Service (SESS) is part of the NCSE’s Support Service, along
with the National Behaviour Support Service (NBSS) and the Visiting Teacher Service for chil231
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dren who are deaf/hard of hearing and for children who are blind/visually impaired (VTSVHI).
The Support Service provides advice and support to schools on the education and inclusion of students with special educational needs, providing in-school support for teachers and
continuing professional development for teachers with additional training needs. The Support
Service continues to update current CPD courses and design new CPD courses in response to
the needs of teachers.
Schools can apply for CPD courses directly to the NCSE on their on-line application process at www.sess.ie/ncsesupport.
The Department encourages parents and school authorities to engage locally regarding pupils’ education. Should a parent be dissatisfied with the manner in which supports have been
provided to support their child’s education they should raise this matter directly with their
school Principal or the Board of Management of the school. Parents may also contact their local SENO directly to discuss their child’s present or future educational needs, using the contact
details available on www.ncse.ie.
Teacher Training

10/02/2021WRAA02900

473. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education the continuous professional
development opportunities available to teachers in the area of dyslexia; and the number of
teachers who availed of such supports in each of the years 2018 to 2020. [7327/21]
10/02/2021WRAA03000

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Inclusive education is at the core of my Department’s policy which requires differentiated teaching
approaches to cater for the varying levels of ability in the classroom, including providing additional supports to those experiencing difficulties in learning.
10/02/2021WRAA03100

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) Support Service now include the Special Education Support Service (SESS), the National Behaviour Support Service (NBSS) and
the Visiting Teacher Service for children who are deaf/hard of hearing and for children who are
blind/visually impaired (VTSVHI).
The development of this new Support Service within the NCSE means that schools will
receive better and more integrated support. The NCSE Support Service provides advice and
support to schools on the education and inclusion of students with special educational needs.
The support service also provides continuing professional development for teachers, and
schools, including in relation to the provision of education for pupils who have Dyslexia, or
specific learning disability.
As this question relates to the number of continuous professional development opportunities
which were made available to teachers in the area of dyslexia; and the number of teachers that
availed of such supports in each of the years 2018 to 2020, I have referred this question to the
NCSE, for their attention and direct reply to the Deputy.
Special Educational Needs

10/02/2021WRAA03200

474. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the additional supports
being provided for children with special needs in mainstream classes who are not included in
the return to school in February 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7364/21]
10/02/2021WRAA03300
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Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In recognition of the fact that remote learning is particularly challenging for children with complex
special educational needs, my Department is putting in place a supplementary programme to
support the education and/or care needs of pupils with complex needs.
10/02/2021WRAA03400

Information has been provided to schools who are in the process of contacting the families
of eligible pupils to assist them with the application process.
An allocation of five hours per week of home-based teaching or care supports will be made
available to eligible pupils.
This allocation is intended to supplement, and not replace, the remote teaching provided by
the pupil’s school and can be provided by a teacher or SNA in a student’s home, at evenings
and weekends. Participation in the programme is voluntary for families, teachers and SNAs and
must be delivered in accordance with Public Health Advice.
It is intended that this programme would be supported by teachers and SNAs who may opt
in to participate, on a paid basis, to help ensure a better learning experience for these pupils and
to build on the learning taking place as part of the remote provision.
Similar to the Department’s home based summer programme parents will engage either a
teacher or an SNA in a private arrangement. My Department will act as a payroll agent for Parents and facilitate direct payment to Teachers/SNAs via the Department’s NTS payroll.
The pupils who will be eligible include - All pupils enrolled in special schools and special classes
- Pupils in mainstream schools who are accessing the highest level of the continuum of
support (i.e. School Support Plus/for a Few). This will include pupils with Autism, Down syndrome, sensory impairments, and other disabilities who were identified for the summer programme of 2020.
- Pupils identified by their school as requiring the highest level of support at any given time.
This will ensure that pupils presenting with exceptional needs due to the current school closures
can participate in the scheme.
The Department’s approach is intended to be flexible so as to maximise the number of pupils participating.
An allocation of a 5-hour per week home-based teaching or care support programme will
be made available to eligible pupils. This allocation is intended to supplement (and not replace)
the remote teaching provided by the pupil’s school.
It is intended that this programme will operate 4 weeks commencing 11 February but eligible families may utilise the hours at any time before 30 April 2021.
I can also confirm that talks will continue with stakeholders, including within the post primary school sector, on further phases of return, so that a wider reopening can be delivered for
children as soon as possible.

10/02/2021WRAA03500

10/02/2021WRAA03600

Special Educational Needs

475. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education when students with ad233
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ditional needs in mainstream classes will be returning to the classroom; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [7365/21]
476. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education if she will prioritise the
return to school for students with additional needs in mainstream classes; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [7366/21]
10/02/2021WRAA03700

478. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Education when children in mainstream primary school classes who are accessing the highest level of continuum support, that
is, with Down syndrome will be returning to school; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [7422/21]
10/02/2021WRAA03800

481. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education her plans for children
with additional educational needs who are taught in mainstream classes to return to school in
person; the reason this cohort is not included in the partial reopening on 11 February 2021; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7429/21]
10/02/2021WRAA03900

Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 475, 476, 478 and 481 together.
10/02/2021WRAA04000

My Department is very conscious of the particular strain that school closures place on children with complex special educational needs and their families. While most children reportedly
adapted reasonably well to remote learning, there is a developing body of evidence which indicated that the absence of school and other supports had a disproportionately negative impact on
the lives and wellbeing of children with the most complex special educational needs and their
families.
Throughout January of this year, there has been engagements with education stakeholders
on a near-daily basis. All of those meetings were focused on the safe reopening of schools.
Recently, the engagements were particularly focused on the more specific question of a limited
reopening of in-school provision for children with complex special educational needs.
Following intensive engagement and input from primary and special education partners, a
framework has now been developed and agreed with all partners, including unions and management, in order to achieve a phased return to in-school provision for children with complex
special educational needs.
Under the framework the following phased return to in-school provision has been agreed:
Phase 1: Special schools will reopen from Thursday 11th February 2021. In accordance
with this agreement pupils will attend on a 50 per cent basis to allow for attendance of reduced
numbers within the school setting. This will be reviewed in line with public health advice.
Phase 2: Primary Special Classes will reopen from Monday 22nd February 2021. These
pupils can attend on a fulltime basis.
I can also confirm that in recognition of the fact that remote learning is particularly challenging for children with complex special educational needs, the Department of Education is putting
in place a supplementary programme to support the education and/or care needs of pupils with
complex needs.
Information has been provided to schools who are in the process of contacting the families
of eligible students to assist them with the application process.
An allocation of five hours per week of home-based teaching or care supports will be made
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available to eligible pupils.
This allocation is intended to supplement, and not replace, the remote teaching provided by
the pupil’s school and can be provided by a teacher or SNA in a student’s home, at evenings
and weekends. Participation in the programme is voluntary for families, teachers and SNAs and
must be delivered in accordance with Public Health Advice.
It is intended that this programme would be supported by teachers and SNAs who may opt
in to participate, on a paid basis, to help ensure a better learning experience for these pupils and
to build on the learning taking place as part of the remote provision.
The pupils who will be eligible include - All pupils enrolled in special schools and special classes
- Pupils in mainstream schools who are accessing the highest level of the continuum of
support (i.e. School Support Plus/for a Few). This will include pupils with Autism, Down syndrome, sensory impairments, and other disabilities who were identified for the summer programme of 2020.
- Pupils identified by their school as requiring the highest level of support at any given time.
This will ensure that pupils presenting with exceptional needs due to the current school closures
can participate in the scheme.
The Department’s approach is intended to be flexible so as to maximise the number of pupils participating.
An allocation of a 5-hour per week home-based teaching or care support programme will
be made available to eligible pupils. This allocation is intended to supplement (and not replace)
the remote teaching provided by the pupil’s school.
It is intended that this programme will operate 4 weeks commencing 11 February but eligible families may utilise the hours at any time before 30 April 2021.
I can also confirm that talks will continue with stakeholders, including within the post primary school sector, on further phases of return, so that a wider reopening can be delivered for
children as soon as possible.
School Staff

10/02/2021WRAA04200

477. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education when a person (details supplied) in County Donegal can expect a refund of deductions that were taken from the person’s
wages in respect of illness benefit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7400/21]
10/02/2021WRAA04300

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I will arrange for a reply to issue direct to
the Deputy with regard to the matters raised by him regarding the individual referred to.
10/02/2021WRAA04400

Question No. 478 answered with Question No. 475.
Special Educational Needs

10/02/2021WRAA04600

479. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the details of the supplementary in-person care and educational support programme announced on 1 February 2021
10/02/2021WRAA04700
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for children with additional educational and-or care needs; the application process for same; if
her Department will pay the teachers and SNAs directly; if not, if the parent will be required to
pay and be reimbursed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7426/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In recognition of the fact that remote learning is particularly challenging for children with complex
special educational needs, my Department is putting in place a supplementary programme to
support the education and/or care needs of pupils with complex needs.
10/02/2021WRAA04800

Information has been provided to schools who are in the process of contacting the families
of eligible pupils to assist them with the application process.
An allocation of five hours per week of home-based teaching or care supports will be made
available to eligible pupils.
This allocation is intended to supplement, and not replace, the remote teaching provided by
the pupil’s school and can be provided by a teacher or SNA in a student’s home, at evenings
and weekends. Participation in the programme is voluntary for families, teachers and SNAs and
must be delivered in accordance with Public Health Advice.
It is intended that this programme would be supported by teachers and SNAs who may opt
in to participate, on a paid basis, to help ensure a better learning experience for these pupils and
to build on the learning taking place as part of the remote provision.
Similar to the Department’s home based summer programme parents will engage either a
teacher or an SNA in a private arrangement. My Department will act as a payroll agent for Parents and facilitate direct payment to Teachers/SNAs via the Department’s NTS payroll.
The pupils who will be eligible include - All pupils enrolled in special schools and special classes
- Pupils in mainstream schools who are accessing the highest level of the continuum of
support (i.e. School Support Plus/for a Few). This will include pupils with Autism, Down syndrome, sensory impairments, and other disabilities who were identified for the summer programme of 2020.
- Pupils identified by their school as requiring the highest level of support at any given time.
This will ensure that pupils presenting with exceptional needs due to the current school closures
can participate in the scheme.
The Department’s approach is intended to be flexible so as to maximise the number of pupils participating.
An allocation of a 5-hour per week home-based teaching or care support programme will
be made available to eligible pupils. This allocation is intended to supplement (and not replace)
the remote teaching provided by the pupil’s school.
It is intended that this programme will operate 4 weeks commencing 11 February but eligible families may utilise the hours at any time before 30 April 2021.
I can also confirm that talks will continue with stakeholders, including within the post primary school sector, on further phases of return, so that a wider reopening can be delivered for
children as soon as possible.
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State Examinations

480. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education if she will publish the
minutes of the meetings of the 2021 State advisory group; and if the membership of the advisory group will also be published. [7428/21]
10/02/2021WRAA05000

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The planning work underway in respect
of the State Examinations in 2021 is being assisted by an Advisory Group of key stakeholders
which has met on a number of occasions in recent months. The Advisory Group on Planning for
State Examinations 2021 has been convened to advise Government on all of the various issues
arising in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and appropriate contingency measures. The Advisory Group includes representatives of
students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the State Examinations
Commission, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further
and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and
the Department of Education, including the National Educational Psychological Service.
10/02/2021WRAA05100

Details of the Advisory Group have been published, the webpage contains details on the
purpose of the group, the terms of reference and the membership of the group. The webpage
also includes a link to meeting documentation where minutes of meetings that have been agreed
by the Advisory Group have been published. These details are available at: www.gov.ie/en/
organisation-information/06f0c-advisory-group-on-planning-for-state-examinations-2021/.
Press releases regarding meetings of the group are available at www.gov.ie/en/
publications/?q=&sort_by=published_date&type=press_releases&organisation=departmentof-education.
Question No. 481 answered with Question No. 475.

10/02/2021WRAA05300

Citizens’ Assembly

482. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education the status of the Citizens’ Assembly on the future of education as committed to in the programme for Government. [7441/21]
10/02/2021WRAA05400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Programme for Government - Our
Shared Future includes a commitment for a Citizens’ Assembly on the future of education.
Experience internationally and here at home of citizen’s assemblies as exercises in deliberative
democracy have been extremely positive.
10/02/2021WRAA05500

Initial proposals to hold a citizens’ assembly on education have been informed by proposals
from the Burren College of Art, which called for the Assembly to examine issues such as how
to properly position post-primary education for the 21st century and how to encourage greater
creativity, student agency and resilience. Citizen Assemblies are run through the Department
of the Taoiseach and my Department will be working with thaht Department to advance this
commitment.
School Staff

10/02/2021WRBB00200

483. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education if teacher allocations for September 2021 will maintain the Covid-19 allocation from September 2020; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [7442/21]
10/02/2021WRBB00300

237

Questions - Written Answers

484. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education if consideration will be given
to an increase in guidance allocation for September 2021 to reflect the significant work needed
to support young people due to the extensive impact of Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7443/21]
10/02/2021WRBB00400

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 483 and
484 together.
10/02/2021WRBB00500

All schools are required to have in place a school COVID-19 Response Plan which contains
the key measures for infection prevention control in schools. Public Health have re-iterated that
these measures are effective in minimising the risk of transmission of Covid-19 in schools and
that there is currently no change required to these measures. Schools have been supported by a
funding package of over €400m to put in place and maintain these key measures on an ongoing basis as we continue to live with Covid-19. Work is currently underway in relation to the
teacher allocation process for the 2021/22 academic year and the continuation of the Covid-19
supports in line with public health advice will be considered as work progresses in this area.
Special Educational Needs Staff

10/02/2021WRBB00700

485. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education the model for SNA allocations for 2020-2021; if the model reflects the extensive impact of Covid-19 on students; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [7444/21]
10/02/2021WRBB00800

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) continues to accept applications by schools for exception reviews of Special
Needs Assistant (SNA) allocations and each application will continue to be assessed on a case
by case basis.
10/02/2021WRBB00900

A core recommendation of the NCSE Review of the SNA scheme concerned a change in the
way that SNAs are allocated to mainstream classes in both primary and post primary schools
and called for the greater proportion of SNAs in these classes to be allocated on the basis of
an educational profile of each school before the commencement of the school year in a similar
manner to the allocation of special education teachers (SETs).
The front loaded allocation model is intended to ensure that SNA posts are in schools and
available immediately to students upon their arrival, reducing delays in accessing support. It
eliminates the need for individual applications and professional assessments in order to access
resources and facilitates schools allocating the available resources to those with greatest need.
It had been planned that the front loaded model of allocation for SNAs would be rolled out
to all schools from the commencement of the 2020/21 school year.
However, due to the disruption caused by Covid-19 and the closure of school buildings in
March 2020. It was decided that the introduction of the model would be deferred. This will allow time for the necessary planning and training for schools.
As an interim step, SNA allocations were frozen at their current levels for 2020/21 with
provision for additionality where necessary. Department Circular 30/2020 sets out the arrangements for SNA allocations for the 2020/21 school year.
Schools were advised in the first instance to review and reprioritise deployment of all SNAs
within mainstream settings and allocate resources on the basis that those with the greatest level
of need receive the greatest level of support.
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Providing access to SNA support continues to be based on primary care needs as outlined in
DE Circular 0030/2014. SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected
by this arrangement.
Where schools consider their SNA allocation to be inadequate to meet current needs, a
school can seek a review by making an application to the NCSE.
Special Educational Needs Staff

10/02/2021WRBB01000

486. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education if the model for SNA allocations for 2020-2021 impacts the way SNAs are currently allocated to special classes and special
schools. [7445/21]
10/02/2021WRBB01100

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) continues to accept applications by schools for exceptional reviews of Special
Needs Assistant (SNA) allocations and each application will continue to be assessed on a case
by case basis.
10/02/2021WRBB01200

A core recommendation of the NCSE Review of the SNA scheme concerned a change in the
way that SNAs are allocated to mainstream classes in both primary and post primary schools
and called for the greater proportion of SNAs in these classes to be allocated on the basis of
an educational profile of each school before the commencement of the school year in a similar
manner to the allocation of special education teachers (SETs).
The front loaded allocation model is intended to ensure that SNA posts are in schools and
available immediately to students upon their arrival, reducing delays in accessing support. It
eliminates the need for individual applications and professional assessments in order to access
resources and facilitates schools allocating the available resources to those with greatest need.
It had been planned that the front loaded model of allocation for SNAs would be rolled out
to all schools from the commencement of the 2020/21 school year.
However, due to the disruption caused by Covid-19 and the closure of school buildings in
March 2020. It was decided that the introduction of the model would be deferred. This will allow time for the necessary planning and training for schools.
As an interim step, SNA allocations were frozen at their current levels for 2020/21 with
provision for additionality where necessary. Department Circular 30/2020 sets out the arrangements for SNA allocations for the 2020/21 school year.
Schools were advised in the first instance to review and reprioritise deployment of all SNAs
within mainstream settings and allocate resources on the basis that those with the greatest level
of need receive the greatest level of support.
Providing access to SNA support continues to be based on primary care needs as outlined in
DE Circular 0030/2014. SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected
by this arrangement.
Where schools consider their SNA allocation to be inadequate to meet current needs, a
school can seek a review by making an application to the NCSE.
Dental Services

10/02/2021WRBB01300
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487. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Social Protection the overall funding
package allocated in Budget 2021 to the oral hygiene and dental sector for PRSI patients; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [6946/21]
10/02/2021WRBB01400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The dental benefit operated by the department is demand led, with the Department providing for an annual oral examination and cleaning for all qualified PRSI contributors and their dependent spouses who opt to
avail of such services.
10/02/2021WRBB01500

An allocation of €57.16m has been assigned for the dental benefit scheme in 2021.
I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Public Services Card

10/02/2021WRBB01600

488. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection when the online application process for public services cards will be operational; when appointments for same will
resume; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6380/21]
10/02/2021WRBB01700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): To date my Department
has issued over 4.5 million Public Services Cards (PSCs).
10/02/2021WRBB01800

At the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, my Department temporarily suspended PSC
appointments and the online system used to manage those appointments. This decision was
taken in order to comply with HSE and World Health Organisation guidelines and help protect
the health and well-being of our customers and staff. Decisions regarding the reinstatement of
these services have been made with regard to the importance of ensuring the continuing safety
of customers and staff.
PSC appointments are currently suspended due to the prevailing Level 5 restrictions, but
appointments are available for urgent cases in circumstances where the customer has no alternative means of accessing public services other than by acquiring a PSC. Any person urgently
requiring a PSC should contact their local Intreo Centre.
Public Services Cards issued up to November 2018 expire after seven years. Cards issued
since then are valid for ten years.
In June 2020, my Department introduced the facility to issue a new card, valid for a further
three year period, to customers whose cards had expired. Customers can avail of this service by
telephoning the free travel or PSC helpdesk areas of my Department or their local Intreo Centre,
where my staff will be happy to assist them.
My Department is also developing an online PSC renewal service. It is expected that this
service will be available in April 2021.
It is important to note that an expired PSC can be used to collect a social welfare payment at
the post office, to avail of free travel, and to set up a verified MyGovID account which can be
used to access online services provided by many public sector bodies.
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Bord na Móna

10/02/2021WRBB01900
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489. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the
issues of concern raised by a person (details supplied) with regard to Bord na Móna seasonal
workers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6400/21]
10/02/2021WRBB02000

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The COVID-19 Pandemic
Unemployment Payment is a statutory support which is available to people who have lost their
employment as a direct consequence of Covid-19.
10/02/2021WRBB02100

If an employee loses their job for reasons which are not related to Covid-19, they can avail
of support under the Jobseeker’s Benefit or Jobseeker’s Allowances schemes. Jobseeker’s Benefit is a social insurance scheme based on an individual’s PRSI record and Jobseeker’s Allowance is a social assistance scheme which is subject to a means test.
I trust that this clarifies the position in so far as entitlement to social protection benefits is
concerned.
Employment Support Services

10/02/2021WRBB02200

490. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department will
facilitate Tús operators by providing a bigger pool of eligible candidates in order that Tús operators can fill all the vacancies on Tús schemes; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6446/21]
10/02/2021WRBB02300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Tús is a targeted activation measure specifically designed and delivered to those jobseekers who are on the live register
and have been unemployed for twelve months or more. Eligible jobseekers can commence on
Tús following their random selection and referral by the Department to the Implementing Bodies (IBs) who deliver Tús or by self-referral for eligible jobseekers actively seeking to avail of
these employment opportunities.
10/02/2021WRBB02400

The number of jobseekers that can be referred from the random selection process is determined by the number of jobseekers on the live register that satisfy the Tús scheme qualifying
criteria. In addition to those candidates identified by the Department, up to 30% of all available
Tús placements may be filled by self-referral.
The number of eligible jobseekers that have been referred to the IBs over the past year
has been impacted by the challenges presented during the Covid-19 emergency and the public health restrictions introduced. Throughout these public health restrictions, my Department
has continued to provide funding for Tús participants and IBs, ensuring the ongoing provision
of the valuable services delivered by projects. The Department has also extended participant
contracts for those individuals who would have been due to finish on Tús schemes during the
Level-5 restricted periods.
The latest Tús contract extension date is 26th March 2021 and the cessation of participants’
contracts after that date, will be undertaken on a coordinated and phased basis over the period
of a number of months.
IBs are advised to continue with their recruitment activities where there are active Tús
placements available, and where it is safe to do so.
Once the current public health restrictions are lifted and the country returns to normal business operations there will be a renewed emphasis on the identification, selection and referral of
eligible jobseekers to Tús to fill vacancies. The filling of vacancies will be prioritized. .
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I am fully committed to Tús and recognise the work undertaken by Tús projects in the delivery of valuable services to local communities throughout the country.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRBB02500

491. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection if an increased pandemic unemployment payment system will be considered for wedding industry specialists to
help support ongoing expenses and costs. [6492/21]
10/02/2021WRBB02600

503. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection if the pandemic unemployment payment will be extended beyond March 2021; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [6814/21]
10/02/2021WRBB02700

505. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on extending the pandemic unemployment payment scheme beyond 31 March 2021 due to the ongoing
economic effects of the pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6906/21]
10/02/2021WRBB02800

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 491, 503 and 505 together.
10/02/2021WRBB02900

The Government will continue to keep all aspects of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment
(PUP) under review and future decisions will be informed by the trajectory of the pandemic and
the evolving public health situation.
Government intervention through the introduction of the PUP and other targeted supports
has provided key financial assistance to employees and businesses who have been impacted
by Covid-19. Since last March over 820,000 people have benefited from the PUP and the total
expenditure is approximately €5.6 billion. These figures reflect the unprecedented impact of
Covid-19 on our economy and society and demonstrate also the Government’s commitment to
continue to provide effective targeted supports.
The rates of PUP are aligned with prior average earnings which provides a fair and targeted
approach to those who have lost their employment as a consequence of Covid-19. It would not
be appropriate to introduce different rates of payment for a specific sector or industry.
I hope that clarifies the position at this time.
Social Welfare Payments Administration

10/02/2021WRBB03000

492. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if emergency
supplementary welfare needs payment will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [6516/21]
10/02/2021WRBB03100

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): According to the records
of my Department, the person concerned made an application for an Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP) on 20/11/2020. This claim was disallowed on the basis that the person concerned
failed to establish a need for assistance as her bank statement reflects lodgements being made
by her former partner.
10/02/2021WRBB03200

A decision letter dated 07/12/2020 issued to the person concerned advising her of the outcome of her application and affording her the option of seeking a review of the designated officer’s decision. My officials have advised that a request for a review has not been received from
242

10 February 2021

the person concerned.
If the circumstances of the person concerned have changed since her last ENP application it
is open to her to submit a new application by contacting her local Community Welfare Officer
at (087) 2950536 or by email at KildareCWS@welfare.ie.
The person concerned currently has 2 appeals with the independent Social Welfare Appeals
Office for Supplementary Welfare Allowance and Disability Allowance claims which were disallowed on 18/09/2020 and 09/11/2020 respectively.
I trust this clarifies the matter.
Disability Allowance

10/02/2021WRBB03300

493. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person
(details supplied) in County Sligo will receive a decision on their application for a disability
allowance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6523/21]
10/02/2021WRBB03400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned has
been awarded disability allowance with effect from 9 December 2020. The first payment will
be made by her chosen payment method on 17 February 2021.
10/02/2021WRBB03500

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is calculated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable).
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

10/02/2021WRBB03600

494. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Social Protection if the case of a person
(details supplied) will be examined in relation to the pandemic unemployment payment; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [6636/21]
10/02/2021WRBB03700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The COVID-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) is a statutory scheme payable to people aged between 18 and
66 years of age who have lost their employment as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. This
is consistent with other social protection schemes payable to people of working age who have
lost their employment.
10/02/2021WRBB03800

People aged 66 years and over are eligible to apply for State pension (contributory) or the
means-tested State pension (non-contributory). A person in receipt of State pension (contributory) can retain this pension and their employment income.
People aged 66 and over may also be entitled to a range of ancillary supports which include
the fuel allowance, living alone allowance, telephone support allowance, free travel and household benefits package which comprises the free TV licence and electricity or gas allowance.
According to the records of my Department the person concerned is currently in receipt of a
State Pension (Contributory) of €57.60 per week and has Free Travel with effect from his 66th
Birthday
It is open to the person concerned to contact the Community Welfare Service in the Maynooth to seek assistance under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance Scheme if he is experi243
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encing financial difficulties. This service is available by phone at (01) 6106143 or by email at
cwsmaynoothleixlip@welfare.ie.
I trust that this clarifies the position at this time.
Social Welfare Appeals

10/02/2021WRBB03900

495. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of
social welfare appeals that were lodged in 2019 and 2020, by type of appeal per scheme; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [6671/21]
10/02/2021WRBB04000

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in relation to social welfare
entitlements.
10/02/2021WRBB04100

All claim decisions taken by the Department’s Deciding Officers and Designated Persons
are appealable to the Chief Appeals Officer. In any year about 85% of all claims are awarded by
the Department and just 1% are appealed.
The attached table sets out the number of appeals that were registered in 2019 and 2020 by
scheme.
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Appeals received 2019 to 2020
Appeals received 2019 to 2020
PENSIONS
State Pension (Non-Contributory)
State Pension (Contributory)
State Pension (Transition)
Widow’s, Widower’s Pension (Contributory)
Death Benefit
Bereavement Grant
TOTAL PENSIONS
WORKING AGE INCOME & EMPLOYMENT SUPPORTS
Jobseeker’s Allowance - Payments
Jobseeker’s Transitional
Jobseeker’ Benefit -Self Employed
Jobseeker’s Allowance - Means
Pandemic Unemployment Payment
One Parent Family Payment
Widow’s, Widower’s Pension (Non-Contributory)
Deserted Wife’s Allowance
Supplementary Welfare Allowance
Farm Assist
Pre-Retirement Allowance
Jobseeker’s Benefit
Deserted Wife’s Benefit
Maternity Benefit
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2019
386
457
38
1
1
883

2020
350
345
46
2
743

1,445
75
3
1,188
302
17
888
111
671
6
38

1,250
83
75
1,256
275
272
9
1
1,052
76
759
7
74
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Appeals received 2019 to 2020
Paternity Benefit
Parent’s Benefit
Adoptive Benefit
Homemaker’s
Treatment Benefits
Partial Capacity Benefit
TOTAL WORKING AGE - INCOME & EMPLOYMENT SUPPORTS
ILLNESS, DISABILITY AND CARERS
Disability Allowance
Blind Pension
Carer’s Allowance
Domiciliary Care Allowance
Carer’s Support Grant
Illness Benefit
Injury Benefit
Invalidity Pension
Disablement Benefit
Incapacity Supplement
Medical Care
Carer’s Benefit
TOTAL - ILLNESS, DISABILITY AND CARERS

8
2
131
4,885

32
3
5
72
5,301

6,242
15
3,006
1,656
165
916
53
1,874
278
1
7
244
14,457

6,661
9
3,630
1,690
201
984
83
2,206
169
5
6
331
15,975

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

10/02/2021WRBB04200

496. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration
will be given to extending pandemic unemployment payment eligibility to persons who are off
work to care for an elderly or sick relative during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [6688/21]
10/02/2021WRBB04300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The COVID 19 pandemic
unemployment payment (PUP) is a statutory scheme paid to people who have lost employment
as a consequence of Covid-19 and are not being paid by their employer. PUP is not payable
where a person leaves work to care for an elderly or sick relative.
10/02/2021WRBB04400

From the outset of Covid-19, many employers will have taken the initiative, in line with
requests from the Government, to be as flexible as possible where employees have caring responsibilities.
There is a range of flexible options that may be available to a person in this particular situation including working from home, altering shifts so that they can co-ordinate caring between
themselves and partners or another person. Employers may also allow employees to rearrange
holidays or take paid time off that can be worked back at a later time.
Where it is not possible to make appropriate compassionate leave arrangements, employees
may be able to avail of some statutory entitlements including force majeure leave, carer’s leave
together with carer’s benefit or carer’s allowance.
Any person who is experiencing financial hardship may be eligible for other financial supports under the means tested Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme including an Exceptional or Urgent Needs Payment.
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I trust that this clarifies the position.
Disability Allowance

10/02/2021WRBB04500

497. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Social Protection the provisions in place
for persons that are suffering from mental health issues which are affecting their ability to work
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6713/21]
10/02/2021WRBB04600

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Disability allowance (DA)
is payment for persons between the ages of 16 and 66 with a disability which is expected to last
at least one year, and who by reason of that disability, are substantially restricted in undertaking
work suitable to their age, qualifications and experience. Applicants must also satisfy a means
test and be habitually resident in the State.
10/02/2021WRBB04700

Entitlement to DA is not contingent on the nature of the illness or disability itself but on the
extent to which a person’s capacity to work is restricted by illness or disability.
In all cases a deciding officer makes a decision in line with the provisions specified in the
relevant social welfare legislation and with reference to the supporting medical evidence supplied by the applicant.
The Department administers the Illness Benefit scheme to those customers who cannot work
because they are sick or ill. Customers must be covered by the appropriate class of social insurance (PRSI), satisfy the PRSI conditions and provide a Certificate of Incapacity for Work from
a medical practitioner. Illness Benefit can be paid for up to two years, depending on the person
meeting the requirements in relation to eligibility and ongoing medical certification. Again,
entitlement to Illness Benefit is not contingent on the nature of the illness/disability but on the
extent to which a particular illness or disability impairs or restricts a person’s capacity to work.
A person who does not satisfy the eligibility for Disability Allowance or Illness Benefit and
who is unable to work may apply for Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA). An application for a SWA payment should be made through the Community Welfare Service at the local
Intreo Centre.
Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times

10/02/2021WRBB04800

498. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the waiting times for
the processing of applications for carer’s allowance and carer’s benefit; the number of applications waiting at present per county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [6717/21]
10/02/2021WRBB04900

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its customers, ensuring that applications are processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as quickly as possible.
10/02/2021WRBB05000

There are no delays in processing claims once the necessary information is provided. In
January 2021 the average number of weeks to award new Carer’s Allowance applications was
5 weeks and 4 weeks for new Carer’s Benefit applications.
Significant improvements have been achieved in reducing the average time to process
claims. In 2020 the average number of weeks to award a new Carer’s Allowance claim was 7
weeks and 5 weeks for Carer’s Benefit, reduced from 14 weeks for Carer’s Allowance and 12
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weeks for Carer’s Benefit in 2019.
Claim processing is kept under active review. The target for the Carer’s Allowance scheme
is to process 75% of claims in 11 weeks. The average processing time for Carer’s Allowance
at the end of January 2021 was 5 weeks and 95% of claims were processed within 11 weeks.
The current number of applications pending for these schemes are as follows.
County

Carer’s Allowance Pending Claims

County

Carer’s Benefit Pending Claims

CARLOW

6

DUBLIN

49

CAVAN

17

CORK

33

CLARE

21

GALWAY

13

CORK

124

TIPPERARY

12

DONEGAL

51

KERRY

11

DUBLIN
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REMAINING COUNTIES

90

GALWAY

63

TOTAL

208

KERRY

38

KILDARE

39

KILKENNY

19

LAOIS

15

LEITRIM

13

LIMERICK

49

LONGFORD

14

LOUTH

41

MAYO

34

MEATH

35

MONAGHAN

12

OFFALY

24

ROSCOMMON

25

SLIGO

17

TIPPERARY

40

WATERFORD

32

WESTMEATH

19

WEXFORD

56

WICKLOW

36

TOTAL

1089

Carer’s Allowance

10/02/2021WRBB05100

499. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons that
are in receipt of carer’s allowance and had to increase their work hours above 18.5 hours as a
result of the Covid-19 pandemic will not be penalised (details supplied); and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [6740/21]
10/02/2021WRBB05200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s allowance (CA)
is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident in the
State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a
disability that as a result they require that level of care. The full-time care and attention requirement and the 18.5 hour limitation are contained in the legislative provisions of the Carer’s Allowance scheme.
10/02/2021WRBB05300

Any Carer engaged in employment (training and education) outside the home must show
that the person they are caring for has adequate care while they are working. Where a carer has
commenced employment or increased the hours they are working the onus is on the carer to
247

Questions - Written Answers

notify the Department of the change in their circumstances.
I can confirm that the person concerned is in receipt of CA in respect of her daughter since
20 September 2012.
It came to my Department’s attention on 14 January 2021 that the person concerned commenced employment. Following this a review of her claim was initiated.
A letter issued to the person concerned on 22 January 2021 requesting up to date payslips
from her employer. Once the information is received a decision will be made and the person
concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.
My Department is aware that the current crisis may result in some healthcare workers on
the front line working above their normal hours in the short term. I want to assure the Deputy
that such instances will be looked at on a case by case basis, taking account of the individual’s
circumstances..
I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
Illness Benefit

10/02/2021WRBB05400

500. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the options available in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6787/21]
10/02/2021WRBB05500

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Illness Benefit is paid for
a maximum of two years or 624 payable days. The person concerned was in receipt of an Illness
Benefit payment from the 22nd December 2018 to the 25th December 2020, at which point his
entitlement to an Illness Benefit payment exhausted.
10/02/2021WRBB05600

A letter issued to the person concerned on the 26th September 2020 informing him that his
entitlement to Illness Benefit was due to expire, and giving him details of other schemes which
may be appropriate to his situation.
The person concerned should continue to supply medical certificates for the duration of the
period in which he is incapable of work in order to receive PRSI credited contributions.
If the person concerned is permanently incapable of work or will be incapable of work for at
least a further 12 months, it is open for him to apply for the long term illness scheme Invalidity
Pension.
If the person concerned is in urgent need of financial assistance, it is open for him to apply
for assistance under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme at his local Intreo Office.
I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

10/02/2021WRBB05700

501. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has
been drawn to an information technology glitch delaying pandemic unemployment payment
arrears payments; the number of persons awaiting arrears; the average payment due; when the
backlog will be cleared; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6810/21]
10/02/2021WRBB05800
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy is aware,
the rate of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment is linked to a person’s previous average
weekly earnings. Last November, I secured Government approval to extend the 2020 earnings reference period for employees to September 2020. This change, which is effective from
2 October, meant that people who only commenced employment after February 2020 but were
laid-off in October due to increased restrictions can have their payment rate fixed by reference
to their earnings in the period March to September 2020.
10/02/2021WRBB05900

As a result of extending the reference period to the end of September 2020, some 37,430
receiving PUP on 17 November received an increase in their rate of payment.
It is expected that a significant number of those who benefitted from the extended reference
period will be due arrears, either to the 2 October or the date of commencement of their claim
for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, whichever is the later.
During the months of November and December, a number of very significant IT changes
were in progress in relation to the Pandemic Unemployment Payment. These included the finalisation of the general arrears project involving 286,000 additional payments on 1 December,
payment of the Christmas Bonus on 8 December to just over 283,000 recipients of the PUP,
and advance payments over the Christmas period. My Department has also been focused on
responding to the increased numbers of people applying for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, with an increase of over 200,000 claims in payment since the start of this year. Against
that background, and in order to ensure continuity of service delivery, it was not possible to
introduce further changes to allow for processing of any re-rate arrears which may have arisen.
The necessary IT development work to ensure processing of any of these arrears is currently
underway, and is a priority for my Department. It is expected that payment will issue in the
coming weeks. It is not possible to provide an estimate of the average payment due until the
necessary development work is concluded.
I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

Parental Leave

10/02/2021WRCC00200

502. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Social Protection when paid parental
leave will be extended by three weeks; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6813/21]
10/02/2021WRCC00300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Parent’s Leave and Benefit will be extended from 2 weeks for each parent to 5 weeks as announced in Budget 2021.
This extension will be made available retrospectively to parents in respect of children born or
adopted on or after 1st November 2019. The period during which this leave can be taken will
be extended from 12 to 24 months so it can be taken up to a child’s second birthday or within
two years following adoption.
10/02/2021WRCC00400

In December 2020, Government approved the drafting of a Parent’s Leave and Benefit
(Amendment) Bill, to provide for these statutory amendments. The Minister for Children,
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth has responsibility for parents leave policy and is
leading on this legislation.
Changes are also required to my Department’s systems to administer this extension, including the provision of retrospective entitlement, which are well advanced. My Department will
be in a position to process and issue benefit payments, to include backdated payment of benefit
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if appropriate, in respect of Parents Leave taken from the date of enactment of the necessary
legislation.
I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
Question No. 503 answered with Question No. 491.

10/02/2021WRCC00600

Disability Allowance

504. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when it is expected a
decision will be made on a disability allowance review for a person (details supplied) in County
Cork. [6840/21]
10/02/2021WRCC00700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned
submitted an application for disability allowance (DA) on 18 August 2020. Their application,
based upon all the evidence submitted, was refused on medical grounds as it was not found that
he was substantially restricted in taking up employment. He was also refused on failing to supply information which was required in order to assess his entitlement. The person concerned
was notified in writing of this decision on 29 September 2020.
10/02/2021WRCC00800

The requested information was submitted along with further medical evidence and a review
of this decision was carried out. The original decision regarding the medical condition was upheld and the person concerned was notified in writing on 12 January 2021. He was also advised
of his right to appeal this decision to the independent social welfare appeals office.
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Question No. 505 answered with Question No. 491.
Carer’s Allowance

10/02/2021WRCC01000

506. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will address
a matter regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [6934/21]
10/02/2021WRCC01100

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s allowance (CA)
is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident in the
State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a
disability that as a result they require that level of care.
10/02/2021WRCC01200

I confirm that my department received an application for CA from the person concerned on
26 November 2020.
The application was referred to a local social welfare inspector (SWI) on 30 November
2020.
It is a condition for receipt of CA that every claimant furnish such certificates, documents,
information and evidence as may be required for the purposes of deciding the claim. The person
concerned failed to provide information that was required to determine if her means were below
the statutory limit. Consequently, it was decided the person concerned was not entitled to CA.
It is a further condition for CA that the person being cared for must have such disability that
they require full-time care.
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The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the Deciding Officer (DO) decided this evidence did not indicate that requirement for full-time care was satisfied.
The person concerned was notified on 7 January 2021 of these decisions, the reasons for
them and of her right of review and appeal.
A review was requested on 4 February 2021 with further medical evidence and care diary
provided.
Once the review is complete the person concerned will be notified directly of the outcome.
I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

10/02/2021WRCC01300

Public Services Card

507. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider consolidating the legislation with regard to the public services card into one single Act
that would strengthen the legal basis for the card and provide a dedicated legal pathway for
use across various Departments and agencies; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6953/21]
10/02/2021WRCC01400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): It is important to distinguish between a process of legislative consolidation and the enacting of new legislation to
modify or supplement existing law.
10/02/2021WRCC01500

Legislative consolidation is the process provided for when it is desired to consolidate all existing statute law on a particular subject matter from two or more existing Acts of the Oireachtas, into one replacement Act of the Oireachtas.
The Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005, as amended, already contains the provisions
which are the legal basis for the Public Services Card.
Accordingly if it were thought necessary to modify or supplement existing law relating to
the Public Services Card this would need to be undertaken by way of new or amending legislation: not by means of a Consolidation Bill.
However, I am satisfied that the provisions contained in the Social Welfare Consolidation
Act 2005, as amended, provide a strong legal basis for the Public Services Card and its use
across the various public bodies set out in Schedule 5 of that Act and there are no plans to
amend these provisions.
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

10/02/2021WRCC01600

508. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of
pandemic unemployment payment, PUP, claimants who have turned 66 years of age while in
receipt of the payment and thus became ineligible to continue receiving the payment; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [6960/21]
10/02/2021WRCC01700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) is payable to people between the ages of 18 and 66 which is consistent with other social protection schemes payable to people of working age who have lost their
10/02/2021WRCC01800
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employment. In total, since the payment began, 1,785 people were in receipt of PUP until the
week of their 66th birthday.
It is important to note that people aged 66 years and over are provided for through the
State Pension (contributory) or the means-tested State Pension (non-contributory). If a person
does not qualify for the maximum rate of State Pension (contributory) they may qualify for an
increased rate of State Pension (non-contributory), depending on their circumstances. People
receiving the State Pension (non-contributory) may have the pension payment increased if their
income has fallen.
People aged 66 and over may also be entitled to a range of ancillary supports which include
free travel, fuel allowance, household benefits package for gas or electricity costs and living
alone allowance.

10/02/2021WRCC01900

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

509. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on
whether it is fair that recipients of the pandemic unemployment payment, PUP, are no longer
eligible to receive the payment on turning 66 years of age in view of her stated opinion that
there is no mandatory retirement age. [6971/21]
10/02/2021WRCC02000

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The COVID-19 Pandemic
Unemployment Payment is a statutory support which is available to support persons of working
age - between 18 years and pensionable age, 66 years - who have lost their employment due to
the pandemic and where they were not being paid by their employer. The age range provided for
is consistent with other social protection schemes payable to people of working age.
10/02/2021WRCC02100

People aged 66 years and over are provided for through the State Pension (contributory) or
the means tested State Pension (non-contributory). A person aged over 66 who is in employment may retain their State Pension (contributory) and employment income.
If a person does not have the required number of contributions to receive the maximum rate
of State Pension (contributory), they may qualify for an increased rate of State Pension (noncontributory), depending on their circumstances. People who receive the State Pension (noncontributory) who also have employment income may have their pension payment increased
if they lose their employment income due to the pandemic or if their employment income is
reduced.
People aged 66 and over may also be entitled to a range of ancillary supports which include
free travel, fuel allowance, household benefits package for gas or electricity costs and living
alone allowance. The fuel allowance and living alone allowance were both increased in Budget
2021 to €28.00 and €19.00 per week respectively.
It is also important to note that an employer who is availing of the Employer Wage Subsidy
Scheme can claim the subsidy in respect of all PAYE workers on their payroll including employees aged over 66 years.
A person of any age who is in need of financial assistance may apply for support under the
means test Supplementary Allowance scheme where Exceptional and Urgent Needs Payments
can be paid.
I trust that this clarifies the position for you.
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Community Employment Schemes

10/02/2021WRCC02200

510. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 176 of 28 January 2021, the reason community employment schemes must
notify her Department of their vacancies via weekly listings when these vacancies are already
on the JobsIreland.ie website; if her Department actively monitors the website; the steps her
Department takes to respond to vacancies on the website; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [7086/21]
10/02/2021WRCC02300

Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): Community Employment (CE) is an active labour market programme designed to provide eligible
long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportunity to engage
in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed-term basis.
10/02/2021WRCC02400

In relation to my response to the Parliamentary Question no 176 of the 28th January, 2021,
it is worth clarifying that it is not compulsory for CE sponsoring authorities to notify the Department of their CE vacancies via weekly listings. However, it is an option available to the CE
sponsoring authorities in this area. This is a local initiative which was put in place to assist CE
sponsoring authorities who were having difficulty filling their existing CE vacancies.
It is an additional means for CE sponsoring authorities to promote their vacancies directly
through the Department’s Case Officers. This initiative has been in place for a number of years.
JobsIreland.ie is the Department’s free online job advertising and recruitment service for
job candidates and employers. All jobseekers and those seeking to change jobs or return to the
workforce can access JobsIreland.ie services, regardless of whether they are in receipt of a
social welfare payment or not. The free web portal supports jobseekers to complete a personal
profile, search for jobs, get matched to jobs that suit their skills set and experience and apply
for them online.
All CE scheme vacancies are advertised on JobsIreland.ie and jobseekers are advised that
they can register their interest through the website by selecting the ‘Register your interest’
button or by contacting a Case Officer in their local Intreo Centre who will determine their eligibility for the CE scheme. The facility to register interest in CE schemes on the website was
introduced in August 2020 in response to the Covid 19 pandemic and details of those who have
registered interest are distributed daily to the relevant Intreo Centre for follow up by the Case
Officer with the jobseeker.
In addition to the expressions of interest retrieved from JobsIreland.ie, Department Case Officers can also match CE related information from the website against potential CE candidates
to identify potential opportunities. Department Case Officers also use the system to review current CE vacancies with their clients to ascertain potential CE placements that are in line with
an individual’s employment goals; CE referrals are arranged if potential matches are identified.
I am fully committed to the future of this programme and will continue to support and improve the programme for the benefit of the CE participants and the valuable contribution being
made to local communities.

10/02/2021WRCC02500

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

511. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has
been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will review the matter. [7112/21]
10/02/2021WRCC02600
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Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): According to the information supplied to my Department by Revenue, earnings in 2019 for the person concerned amount
to €20,751 with 52 Class S PRSI contributions giving average weekly earnings of €399.06.
10/02/2021WRCC02700

In line with Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) scheme guidelines the correct weekly rate of payment for a person within the earnings band of €300-€399.99 is €300 per week.
My officials have reviewed the PUP claim for the person concerned and advised that the
correct rate of payment has been applied based on the information available to my Department.
If the person concerned feels that these earnings are inaccurate, it is open to him to supply
documentation to support this. However, it is important to note that my Department will only
accept earnings which have been notified to Revenue and have been subject to PRSI.
Requests for a review of earnings should be emailed to PUPearningscheck@welfare.ie and
all supporting documentation included. Alternatively, the person concerned can write to PUP
Rerate Requests, DSP, Intreo Centre, Cork Road, Waterford including all supporting documentation.
The case will then be reviewed and any necessary follow up action taken.
I trust this clarifies the matter.
Community Employment Schemes

10/02/2021WRCC02800

512. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Social Protection if an extension of
employment on a community employment scheme will be facilitated for a person (details supplied) given continued occupational focus would be greatly beneficial to the person. [7166/21]
10/02/2021WRCC02900

Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): In
general CE placements for new entrants aged between 21 and 55 years are for one year. CE participants who are working towards a Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) major award can
seek to extend their participation on CE by up to two years to enable them to reach the required
standard of qualification. CE participants aged 55 years or older can remain on CE for three
years and do not have to work towards a QQI major award.
10/02/2021WRCC03000

In either scenario, a maximum of three consecutive years (four if the participant has moved
to CE from a disability payment) participation is permitted. A person may re-qualify for CE
after a 12-month break once they satisfy the qualifying conditions. An overall lifetime limit of
six years applies to all CE participants (seven years for those participants that have moved to
CE from a disability payment).
The person concerned was due to complete her time on CE on 05/02/2021 having had the
benefit of participation on CE for a period of four years. However, due to COVID-19 level 5
restrictions she was granted a further extension to 26/03/2021. As she has reached the limit of
her current eligible time on the programme, no further participation can be granted at the present time.
During her time on CE, the person concerned received relevant work experience in the
area of youth work and has completed QQI certification in Group Work, Theory & Facilitation
Skills, Youth Work, Working with Young People, Games with Young People, Introduction to
Community Development and First Aid Response.
In advance of leaving the Community Employment project, the CE Supervisor will help the
254

10 February 2021

person concerned to prepare an exit plan to assist her return to the labour market.
On finishing CE, the person concerned may avail of my Department’s Activation service
who will work with her to ensure that the benefits of the experience and training she received
during her time on CE are maximised. A Case Officer will assess her skills, experience, challenges and work goals and assist her in finding suitable and sustainable employment. This
process will also help identify potential employment opportunities and offer support to her in
overcoming any barriers to employment.
The priority for my Department is to ensure that all employment and activation programmes
have the best outcomes for participants. CE will continue to be made available to support those
who are long term unemployed and furthest removed from the labour market, while maintaining the role of CE as an active labour market programme.
I am fully committed to the future of this programme and will continue to support and improve the programme for the benefit of the CE participants and the valuable contribution being
made to local communities through the provision of services.
I trust this clarifies the matter.

10/02/2021WRCC03100

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

513. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection if pandemic unemployment payment, PUP, rates for self-employed earners are determined by gross average
weekly income or by net of business-related costs, including capital allowances; if self-employed recipients of the payment are subjected to an additional layer of deduction on their gross
income prior to taxation as a result of this process; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7170/21]
10/02/2021WRCC03200

516. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection if 2020 income rates
can be used to determine rates of pandemic unemployment payment, PUP, for self-employed
persons as they are with PAYE recipients provided a self-employed recipient has provided all
required information to be assessed by the Revenue Commissioners; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [7191/21]
10/02/2021WRCC03300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 513 and 516 together.
10/02/2021WRCC03400

The Pandemic Unemployment Payment was introduced as an emergency measure to provide an income support to those who had lost their employment as a result of Covid. In order to
ensure that the scheme was simple and accessible for the unprecedented number of applicants,
a flat payment rate was introduced. This rate was the equivalent of the rate for a two-person
household.
From 26 June 2020, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment moved to 2 rates of payment; a
3 rate structure is in place since 17 September; and a 4 rate structure is in place since 16 October. These changes more closely link the rate of payment to the amount that individuals previously earned and make the scheme more targeted and fair. In determining the rate payable, the
objective was to ensure that recent earnings were taken into account.
The rate of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment for a self-employed person is calculated
by reference to their reckonable income in either 2018 or 2019, whichever is the greater. Details
of reckonable income are supplied to the Department by the Revenue Commissioners, and are
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supplied net of business related costs, including capital allowances. When submitting returns
to the Revenue Commissioners, self-employed persons can offset business related costs against
gross trading income, with the resulting assessment to tax and PRSI based on the net profit accruing to the individual.
My Department uses 2019 and 2020 (to end September) earnings data in respect of employees as this information is readily available from the Revenue Commissioners. In contrast, 2018
and 2019 are the last two years for which complete information is available in respect of the
reckonable income of self-employed persons, and it is for this reason that different reference
periods are in use. There are no plans to change these reference periods at this time.
I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Blind Person’s Pension

10/02/2021WRCC03500

514. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if the blind pension is means tested (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7175/21]
10/02/2021WRCC03600

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Blind Pension is a means
tested payment paid to blind people and certain people with low vision, aged 18 and up to the
age of 66 who are habitually resident in the State.
10/02/2021WRCC03700

Blind Pension is one of a range of means-tested social assistance payments. Social welfare
legislation provides that the means test takes account of the income and assets of the person
(and spouse/partner, if applicable) applying for the relevant scheme. The means assessment
reflects the fact that there is an expectation that people with reasonable amounts of income or
capital are in a position to use these resources to support themselves so that social welfare expenditure can be directed towards those who need it most.
Any changes to means assessments for schemes, including the Blind Pension, can only be
considered within an overall budgetary context.
I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy
Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

10/02/2021WRCC03800

515. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parliamentary Question No. 598 of 13 January 2021, if a pandemic unemployment payment, PUP,
overpayment assessed in respect of a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be reexamined; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7190/21]
10/02/2021WRCC03900

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned
is not due arrears for the week from 02/10/20 to 08/10/20 as he was overpaid for the week
24/07/20 to 30/07/20. His PUP payment of €203 for the week from 24/07/20 to 30/07/20 was
paid into his bank account on 04/08/2020.
10/02/2021WRCC04000

Regarding his overpayment, he returned to work on 26/07/20. In normal circumstances the
customer would have been entitled to PUP for the week 24/07/20 to 30/07/20 . However, he
made a Jobseekers Allowance claim effective from 27/07/20 as he had returned to work as a
part-time casual worker. On 07/08/2020 he was paid Jobseekers Allowance of €247.30 for the
period from 27/07/2020 to 11/08/2020.
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He was not entitled to PUP for the week 24/07/20 to 30/07/20 as he was claiming Jobseekers
Allowance for part of this week.
I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
Question No. 516 answered with Question No. 513.

10/02/2021WRCC04200

Carer’s Allowance

517. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection if a review will be
expedited in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [7259/21]
10/02/2021WRCC04300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s allowance (CA)
is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident in the
State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a
disability that as a result they require that level of care.
10/02/2021WRCC04400

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 4 September 2020.
The evidence was examined by a Deciding Officer (DO) and the application in relation to
the first care recipient was awarded on 12 November 2020.
An information request issued to on 12 November 2020 requesting a letter from the hospital to confirm date of discharge for the second care recipient. As no response was received the
person’s application was disallowed on 7 December 2020.
A request for review of this decision was received on 12 January 2021 along with the information previously requested .
On review CA has been awarded with effect from 17 September 2020, the first Thursday after the second care recipient was discharged. The first payment will issue on 11 February 2021.
Arrears due will also issue.
The person concerned was notified on 5 February 2021 of this outcome and of his right of
review and appeal.
I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

10/02/2021WRCC04500

Invalidity Pension

518. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision
will issue on an invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied) in County Cork.
[7304/21]
10/02/2021WRCC04600

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned has
been awarded invalidity pension with effect from 17 December 2020. Payment will issue to her
nominated bank account on 11 February 2021. The person concerned was notified of this decision on 08 February 2021.
10/02/2021WRCC04700

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
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Social Welfare Payments Administration

10/02/2021WRCC04800

519. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a social
welfare payment will be reinstated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [7312/21]
10/02/2021WRCC04900

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Payment of a Jobseeker’s
Allowance (JA) payment in the case of the person concerned ceased on 23/12/2020 and is
presently suspended pending the provision of a current Irish Residence Permit (IRP) formerly
known as a GNIB card. This permit is required to verify continued entitlement to JA.
10/02/2021WRCC05000

The person concerned applied for a Supplementary Welfare Allowance payment on
13/01/2021, this claim is also pending the provision of a current IRP.
On 01/02/2021 the person concerned submitted to my Department written confirmation
from the Immigration Office that she does not currently have permission to reside in the State.
On the same date, my officials requested written confirmation from the person concerned that
she has applied for a new passport through the relevant embassy together with 3 months up-todate bank statements for all financial accounts held by her.
Whilst receipt of this documentation is pending, the person concerned is being paid a weekly Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP) since 08/01/2021 at a rate in line with her previous JA
payment. This ENP will continue to be considered on a weekly basis.
I trust this clarifies the matter.

10/02/2021WRCC05100

Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

520. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if all recipients of the pandemic unemployment payment, PUP, will receive full PRSI contributions for
the duration of their time receiving the payment; the details of the way PRSI contributions
will be measured for recipients of the payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[7313/21]
10/02/2021WRCC05200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare (Covid-19) (Amendment) Act 2020 makes provision for the attribution of social insurance contributions, for a period that may be prescribed, for employed contributors who are beneficiaries
of certain Covid-19 income supports including the pandemic unemployment payment. Such
contributors will have social insurance contributions attributed to them at the same value as
they were paying while employed immediately before going on the payment.
10/02/2021WRCC05300

Self-employed workers in receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment and who are
seeking to maintain their business can have an income of up to €960 over an eight-week period
and retain their full payment. A self-employed worker whose income is €5,000 or more in a
contribution year, is liable to pay a social insurance contribution at the class S rate of 4% on
such income, subject to a minimum annual payment of €500. Where the social insurance liability is paid in full in respect to a contribution year, 52 contribution weeks at the self-employed
social insurance class are regarded as having been paid for that contribution year.
The above mentioned Act also makes provision for the Minister for Social Protection, with
the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, to make regulations, having
considered certain matters set out in the Act including the potential impact of Covid-19 on the
entitlements of employed and self-employed contributors and the manner in which social insur258
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ance contributions are paid by employed and self-employed contributors, to apply the attribution of contributions measure to persons specified in those regulations.
A self-employed contributor has nine months following the end of the contribution year,
or from the day in the contribution year in which he or she ceases to be such a contributor, to
remit and pay his or her social insurance liability for that contribution year. For example, selfemployed contributors have until September 2021 to pay their social insurance contribution in
respect of the 2020 contribution year.
Once data on the social insurance returns made by self-employed workers in respect of 2020
are available later this year or early in 2022, I and my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, will be in a position to consider the factors set out in the Act and decide if
regulations are necessary to protect the social insurance entitlements of certain self-employed
workers who were in receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment and who were not in a
position to discharge their social insurance liability for 2020.
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

10/02/2021WRDD00200

Social Welfare Appeals

521. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an appeal
by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7330/21]
10/02/2021WRDD00300

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare Appeals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office
on 7 December 2020. It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant papers
and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be sought from
the Department of Social Protection. These papers were received in the Social Welfare Appeals
Office on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRDD00400

The case is being considered by an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on
the appeal based on the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing.
Hearings are currently being conducted online or by telephone. Due to the current level of Covid-19 restrictions in-person oral appeal hearings have been suspended.
The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Protection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in
relation to social welfare entitlements.
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Supplementary Welfare Allowance

10/02/2021WRDD00500

522. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of applications received for the supplementary welfare allowance in 2020; the breakdown of overall
applications received versus those accepted and or processed; the number of applications submitted by county; and the purposes for which funding was allocated. [7332/21]
10/02/2021WRDD00600

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme is the safety net within the overall social welfare system in that
it provides assistance to eligible people in the State whose means are insufficient to meet their
needs and those of their dependants. Supports provided under the SWA scheme can consist of a
10/02/2021WRDD00700
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basic weekly payment, a weekly or monthly supplement in respect of certain expenses, as well
as single exceptional needs payments (ENPs) and urgent needs payments (UNPs).
The basic supplementary welfare allowance provides immediate assistance for those in need
who are awaiting the outcome of a claim or an appeal for a primary social welfare payment or
do not qualify for payment under other State schemes.
Rent supplement provides short-term income support to eligible people living in private
rented accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and
who do not have accommodation available to them from any other source. The scheme ensures
that for those who were renting, but whose circumstances have changed due to temporary loss
of employment, can continue to meet their rental commitments.
Under the SWA scheme, a supplement can be awarded to assist with ongoing or recurring
costs that cannot be met from the client’s own resources and are deemed to be necessary. In
addition, officers can make a single exceptional needs payment to help meet essential, onceoff expenditure, which a person could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly
income. Decisions on ENPs and SWA supplements are made at the discretion of the officers
administering the scheme taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the
relevant circumstances of the case.
Statistics are maintained on the number of applications awarded under the SWA scheme.
They are not maintained on the number of applications received or the outcome of those applications.
Table 1 shows the number of Basic SWA and supplement recipients by county, at year end
2020
Table 2 shows the number of ENPs and UNPs paid by county for 2020
Table 3 shows the number of ENPs and UNPs paid by category for 2020
It should also be noted that the urgent needs payments legislative provisions were used as
the payment instrument for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment until August 2020. These
payments have not been included in this reply.
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Table 1 Basic SWA and supplement recipients by county at year end 2020
Carlow
Cavan
Clare
Cork
Donegal
Dublin
Galway
Kerry
Kildare
Kilkenny
Laois
Leitrim
Limerick

Basic SWA
194
90
111
998
260
4,939
333
255
447
305
150
57
415

Rent Supplement
191
192
132
2,357
142
10,018
831
739
879
132
124
62
446
260

Other Supplements
56
26
100
356
235
1393
118
77
133
65
123
9
585
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Longford
Louth
Mayo
Meath
Monaghan
Offaly
Roscommon
Sligo
Tipperary
Waterford
Westmeath
Wexford
Wicklow
Total

Basic SWA
72
456
208
397
131
213
196
163
484
338
173
331
608
12,324

Rent Supplement
64
165
279
277
117
61
131
138
194
116
392
411
714
19,304

Table 2 - Number of ENPs and UNPs paid by county for 2020
County
Carlow
Cavan
Clare
Cork
Donegal
Dublin
Galway
Kerry
Kildare
Kilkenny
Laois
Leitrim
Limerick
Longford
Louth
Mayo
Meath
Monaghan
Offaly
Roscommon
Sligo
Tipperary
Waterford
Westmeath
Wexford
Wicklow
Total

Number of Payments
754
589
1,777
5,385
1,356
22,525
1,825
1,970
2,931
1,055
2,169
850
2,530
1,227
1,457
1,722
2,350
993
1,026
874
924
2,958
2,201
2,185
882
3,074
67,589

Table 3 - Number of ENPs and UNPs paid by category for 2020
Category
Bills

Number of Payments
2,000
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Other Supplements
76
40
53
54
53
167
45
25
254
52
118
62
101
4,376
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Category
Child Related
Clothing
Funeral
General
Housing
Illness
Urgent Needs Payment
Total

Number of Payments
2,324
12,105
2,778
19,686
26,077
1,507
1,112
67,589

10/02/2021WRDD00800

Social Welfare Schemes

523. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of applicants in receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment who have also applied for the supplementary welfare allowance from March 2020 to date; and the number of those applications that
have been accepted and or processed. [7333/21]
10/02/2021WRDD00900

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Government intervention
through the introduction of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and other targeted
supports has provided key financial assistance to employees and businesses who have been impacted by Covid-19. Since last March over 820,000 people have benefited from the PUP and the
total expenditure is approximately €5.7 billion. These figures reflect the unprecedented impact
of Covid-19 on our economy and society and demonstrate also the Government’s commitment
to continue to provide effective targeted supports.
10/02/2021WRDD01000

The supplementary welfare allowance (SWA) scheme is the safety net within the overall
social welfare system in that it provides assistance to eligible people in the State whose means
are insufficient to meet their needs and those of their dependants. Supports provided under
the SWA scheme can consist of a basic weekly payment, a weekly or monthly supplement in
respect of certain expenses, as well as single exceptional needs payments (ENPs) and urgent
needs payments (UNPs).
Statistics are maintained on the number of applications awarded under the SWA scheme,
however they are not maintained on the number of applications received or the outcome of
those applications.
The Department matched the details of the 481,300 current PUP recipients against claims
awarded under the SWA scheme during the period from March to December 2020. The results
show that 12,874 of those currently receiving a PUP payments received a payment under the
SWA scheme during that time. There were:
- 3,206 basic SWA claims,
- 10,428 rent supplement claims, and
- 166 SWA supplements awarded.
In addition, 6,676 exceptional needs payments issued during the same period to people currently receiving PUP.
Please note that a person may have received more than one payment under the different
SWA schemes. Also, it may be the case that a person may have claimed a SWA payment during
a period when they were not in receipt of PUP. It should also be noted that the PUP was paid
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under urgent needs payments legislation until August 2020. These payments have not been
included in this reply.
I trust that this clarifies the position.
Money Advice and Budgeting Service

10/02/2021WRDD01100

524. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the way in which the
funding allocation for the Money Advice and Budgeting Service is determined for each region;
and the per capita spend for each county. [7344/21]
10/02/2021WRDD01200

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Money Advice and
Budgeting Service (MABS), funded by the Citizens Information Board (CIB), is the State’s
money advice service and provides assistance to people, in particular those on low incomes or
in receipt of social welfare payments, who are over-indebted.
10/02/2021WRDD01300

An annual allocation is provided to the 8 regional MABS companies, by a statutory body,
the CIB, on a regional basis - not on a per capita basis. I am advised that the CIB allocates funding taking account of submissions from each of the 8 regional MABS companies and decides
on the allocation per company. It is up to each MABS regional company and their Board to
determine how best to allocate their resources in order to meet the demand for services from
customers in their region.
The table below sets out the provisional budget allocation for each of the eight MABS companies for 2021. Approximately 90% of each allocation corresponds to costs associated with
approved staffing allocations and premises. Final budget allocations will be confirmed by CIB
in mid-February when the MABS companies make a final submission to CIB, so actual budgets
may vary slightly from the allocations below.
MABS Company Funding
Regional Company

*Budget Allocation 2021

Dublin South

€2.88m

North Connacht & Ulster Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Cavan and Monaghan

€1.87m

North Dublin

€2.67m

North Leinster Louth, Longford, Westmeath, Meath and Kildare

€1.85m

North Munster Clare, Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford

€2.28m

South Connacht Mayo, Roscommon and Galway

€1.45m

South Leinster Offaly, Laois, Carlow, Wicklow, Kilkenny and Wexford

€2.1m

South Munster Kerry and Cork

€2m

TOTALS

€17.1m

*Provisional figures - final budget allocation confirmed by CIB in mid-February to MABS
companies based on final submissions by companies to CIB.
I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
Community Employment Schemes

10/02/2021WRDD01400

525. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons participating on a community employment scheme or due to commence a scheme can be self-employed
in any capacity, not necessarily in fishing or farming; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [7391/21]
10/02/2021WRDD01500
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Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): On
clarification with the Deputy, the question refers to the continuing eligibility of a person to
participate on the Rural Social Scheme (RSS), in the event that they secure periodic or seasonal
employment, supplementary to their primary employment of farming or fishing.
10/02/2021WRDD01600

The RSS is a supplementary income support scheme providing part-time employment opportunities for farmers or fishermen/fisherwomen within their local area in community and voluntary organisations. It is designed specifically for those participants whose income falls below
a certain limit, and who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments.
Participants on RSS are permitted to undertake part time work and remain on the scheme,
provided that it does not interfere with their farming, fishing or RSS scheme employment obligations, they continue to satisfy the eligibility conditions for receipt of the underlying social
welfare payment used to access the RSS scheme and, they satisfy the necessary means test.
By working closely in a supportive role with a wide range of community and not for profit
groups, RSS helps to create a sustainable community volunteer culture and supports activities
that contributes to the character and appearance of rural communities. I am fully committed to
the future of RSS, and will continue to support it for the benefit of scheme participants and the
valuable contribution being made to their local communities.

10/02/2021WRDD01700

Fuel Allowance

526. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of a
fuel allowance application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [7392/21]
10/02/2021WRDD01800

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Free fuel (FF) allowance
is a means-tested payment, payable to people who either live alone or only with certain other
qualified people. The application from the person concerned for FF allowance was reviewed
and he has been awarded the lump sum FF payment with effect from 6 January 2021. A letter
issued informing him of this on 5 February 2021.
10/02/2021WRDD01900

This gentleman’s first lump sum FF payment will be made by his chosen payment method
on 10 February 2021. FF allowance is paid during the winter months only.
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Invalidity Pension

10/02/2021WRDD02000

527. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details supplied) in County Donegal can expect a decision on an invalidity pension application;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7415/21]
10/02/2021WRDD02100

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Invalidity pension (IP) is
a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity
and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution conditions.
10/02/2021WRDD02200

The department received a claim for IP for the person concerned on 27 February 2019. To
qualify for IP a claimant must, inter-alia, have at least 260 (5 years) paid PRSI contributions
since entering social insurance and 48 contributions paid or credited in the last or second last
complete contribution years before the relevant date of their claim. It was decided the relevant
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date of the claim in question is 2019 and he does not have the required 48 paid or credited contributions in the last or second last year before the relevant date of his claim. The claim was refused under national legislation on the grounds that the contribution conditions for the scheme
are not satisfied. As his last employment was under the legislation of the United Kingdom (UK),
it was decided under Chapter 4, Article 44(2) of EU regulation 883/04 that his claim for IP was
proper to the UK Authorities and his claim was transferred to the UK social security authorities
on 21 August 2019.
The Department was informed by the UK Authorities on 23 January 2020 that he did not
qualify for UK Employment Support Allowance (ESA) payment due to the contribution criteria
and his claim was re examined by the IP section under Article 44(3) of EU regulation 883/04
and a request was sent to the UK Authorities on 03 March 2020 for his UK insurance record.
The official documentation required is the E205UK which gives a breakdown year by year of
the number of contributions and credits he has in Northern Ireland. This information was requested again on 20 May 2020, 01 September 2020, 11 November 2020 and 06 January 2021.
To date the requested information has not been received from the UK Authorities.
Unfortunately, claims processed under Bilateral/EU Regulations are more complex and can
take longer to finalise as the Department is highly dependent on receiving necessary information from other states. The Department will continue to endeavour to establish the entitlement
of the person in question and he will be notified of the outcome as soon as possible.
I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

10/02/2021WRDD02300

Carer’s Allowance

528. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will
be made on a carer’s allowance application submitted in September 2020 by a person (details
supplied) in County Donegal; the reason for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [7416/21]
10/02/2021WRDD02400

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s allowance (CA)
is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident in the
State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a
disability that as a result they require that level of care.
10/02/2021WRDD02500

I confirm that my Department received an application for CA from the person concerned on
12 October 2020.
The file was referred to a local social welfare inspector (SWI) on 15 October 2020 to assess
the level of care being provided, assess means and confirm that all the conditions for receipt of
CA are satisfied.
It is a condition for receipt of CA that the applicant’s means are less than the statutory limit.
The application for CA was disallowed as his means were determined to exceed the statutory
limit.
It is a further condition for CA that the applicant be considered habitually resident in this
State. A Deciding Officer (DO), based on the evidence submitted, decided the person concerned
is not habitually resident in the State and therefore does not have an entitlement to CA.
The person concerned was notified on 1 February 2021 of these decisions, the reasons for
them and of his right of review and appeal.
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I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
Social Welfare Payments Administration

10/02/2021WRDD02600

529. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if a letter can be
supplied to a person (details supplied) for the purposes of an education bursary; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [7417/21]
10/02/2021WRDD02700

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A letter has issued to the
person concerned on 8th February 2021, confirming that she is not currently in receipt of a Social Welfare payment.
10/02/2021WRDD02800

The circumstances surrounding the Jobseekers Allowance application of July 2020 is currently being examined by an officer of the Department who will contact the person concerned
regarding this.
I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
Anti-Racism Measures

10/02/2021WRDD02900

530. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth the ongoing efforts to combat racism by way of speech, electronic communication or otherwise; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7153/21]
10/02/2021WRDD03000

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I assumed responsibility for policy on anti-racism when the functions transferred
to me from the Minister for Justice last October. The Anti-Racism Committee, chaired by Professor Caroline Fennell, is working on identifying the nature and prevalence of racism in Ireland
and on the actions required by State and non-State actors to address racism. Its remit includes
identifying ways in which racism in speech and electronic communication can be combatted.
Its work will culminate in a draft national action plan against racism for the consideration of
Government. It has prepared an interim report which I will shortly bring to Government. Separately, the Minister for Justice is examining the steps needed, including in legislation, to tackle
hate crime.
10/02/2021WRDD03100

10/02/2021WRDD03200

Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

531. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth the status of the 550 audio recordings of testimony given by persons to
the Confidential Committee of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7510/21]
10/02/2021WRDD03300

543. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he had prior knowledge that the audio recordings of mother and baby homes
survivors’ accounts were to be deleted; if so, when he was informed; if the details of same will
be provided; if there is a mechanism to recover those recordings; his views on the importance
of those accounts in providing information that could lead to the resolution of questions which
are thus far unanswered; if survivors, when being interviewed, were all informed of the intention to destroy the records in question; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6753/21]
10/02/2021WRDD03400
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547. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth if his attention has been drawn to the fact that the Data Protection Commissioner has
written to the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes over the destruction
of recordings of witness testimony; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6907/21]
10/02/2021WRDD03500

548. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his views on extending the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby
Homes to ensure the full recovery of all evidence received by and all documents created by, or
for, the commission, including all recoverable recordings of witness testimony; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6910/21]
10/02/2021WRDD03600

565. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will report on the deletion of survivor testimonies to the Commission
of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes; the follow-up his Department is taking on this
issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7275/21]
10/02/2021WRDD03700

570. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth if the taped records and evidence of 550 survivors that gave testimony to
the Confidential Committee of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes
have been destroyed; and if he will make a statement on the matter . [7357/21]
10/02/2021WRDD03800

571. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the written records and evidence of 550 survivors that gave testimony to
the Confidential Committee of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes
have been destroyed; and if he will make a statement on the matter . [7358/21]
10/02/2021WRDD03900

572. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if the evidence in audio and written form of the 19 survivors who appeared
before a person (details supplied) will be available to the relevant persons; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7359/21]
10/02/2021WRDD04000

574. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth if his Department has received an explanation from a person (details supplied) as to the reason the Commission destroyed the audio recordings and the written testimonies given as part of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes. [7361/21]
10/02/2021WRDD04100

575. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth if he will consider an extension to the Commission of Investigation into
Mother and Baby Homes in order that a thorough examination can be undertaken to establish
the reason 550 recorded and written testimonies were destroyed. [7362/21]
10/02/2021WRDD04200

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 531, 543, 547, 548, 565, 570 to 572, inclusive,
574 and 575 together.
10/02/2021WRDD04300

I thank the Deputies for raising the important concerns of survivors in relation to the audio recordings made by the Commission’s Confidential Committee. This specific module was
created alongside the inquisitorial process to facilitate those with lived experiences of these
institutions to provide accounts of their experiences in complete confidence and as informally
as possible in the circumstances.
The Commission’s terms of reference required the Confidential Committee to provide for
individuals who wish to have their identity remain confidential. The Commission is independent in the conduct of its inquiries and I had no role in or knowledge of operational decisions
taken by the Commission in the course of its work. In its Final Report, the Commission notes
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that “Witnesses were asked for permission to record their evidence on the clear understanding
that the recordings would be used only as an aide memoire for the researcher when compiling
the report and would then be destroyed. All such recordings were destroyed after the report was
added to the Confidential Committee electronic repository of information.”
Therefore, the decision not to retain these recordings was taken by the Commission to ensure the anonymity it had promised. My Department’s understanding is that recordings were
made as an aid to the work of the Confidential Committee and that the above reference includes
contemporaneous notes taken by the note taker at the same time and used to create the records
retained for the Confidential Committee.
In October 2020, Government introduced urgent legislation to protect and preserve the
Commission’s records. This legislation prevented the redaction of personal information so that
the records can be made available to those seeking access to their personal information.
The only exception to the above requirement was to facilitate persons who voluntarily met
the Confidential Committee to decide to have their name and contact details redacted so as to
protect their anonymity. This provision reflects the promise of confidentiality and anonymity
which was given by the Commission to people who attended the Confidential Committee. No
such anonymity applies to the sworn testimony given before the Commission itself.
Many of the mothers and children have undoubtedly had difficult experiences where their
agency was taken away and it would be unconscionable to renege on a commitment of confidentiality given to them.
The Commission is due to deposit its full archive with my Department prior to its dissolution at the end of the month. In the interim, the independent Commission continues to be the
data controller for its records.
Intensive preparations are ongoing to ensure subject access requests can be processed in my
Department in full compliance with the Data Protection Regulatory Framework. In the context
of these preparations, I have has sought further information from the Chair of the Commission
to clarify whether it may be technically possible to recover any recordings or notes made by the
Confidential Committee.
In addition, I am liaising closely with the Data Protection Commissioner to ensure these
matters can be appropriately addressed by the Commission prior to its dissolution.
A decision on any further action will be informed by this information gathering exercise and
the legal advices of the Attorney General. Any call to extend the timeframe of the Commission
of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes must have regard to the fact that the Commission
completed the inquiries it was established to conduct when submitting its Final Report last year.
It is not clear at this point that an extension is in fact necessary to clarify these matters, or that
extending the timeframe of the Commission would assist in this regard.

10/02/2021WRDD04400

Direct Provision System

532. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the protocols and process in place in respect of the administration of vaccinations with particular reference to MMR and Hepatitis B vaccines in direct provision centres
throughout the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6334/21]
10/02/2021WRDD04500

10/02/2021WRDD04600

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
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O’Gorman): The provision of health services to international protection applicants is mainstreamed in Ireland. Accordingly the administration of MMR and Hepatatis B vaccinations in
the State is a matter for the HSE and the Department of Health as advised by the National Immunisation Advisory Committee. My Department has no role in this regard.

10/02/2021WRDD04700

Direct Provision System

533. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth his plans to cease the use of direct provision centres; his plans to provide independent
living for persons living in such centres for a period in excess of six months; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [6381/21]
10/02/2021WRDD04800

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): The Programme for Government contains a commitment to ending the Direct
Provision system and replacing it with a new International Protection accommodation policy,
centred on a not-for-profit approach. The Government has also committed to the development
of a White Paper which will set out how this new system will be structured and the steps to
achieving it.
10/02/2021WRDD04900

My Department is currently developing the White Paper, which will set out options, together with the recommended direction, for the new model of accommodation and services for International Protection applicants and the transitional processes needed to implement the model.
Options for developing a not-for-profit approach are currently being examined in this regard.
Good progress has been made on drafting the White Paper and work is now focusing on
testing the accommodation proposals that will be contained in it. In view of the extent of change
proposed, the White Paper will take some more time than originally envisaged and I now expect
it will be submitted to Government later this month.
It is recognised by all involved that the replacement of the current system is complex and it
will take some time. Therefore, in order to meet our legal obligations to provide accommodation and other support services for protection applicants, existing accommodation centres will
continue to operate in the short to medium term while we progress to the new model. However,
in doing so we will be focusing on the provision of own-door accommodation and facilities to
allow for independent living (access to cooking and laundry facilities and communal family
areas outside bedrooms) and working to cease our use of emergency accommodation in hotels
and guest-houses.
Childcare Costs

10/02/2021WRDD05000

534. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his views on whether crèches should be charging essential workers a full-time
rate when they are not utilising full-time care in the crèche; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6382/21]
10/02/2021WRDD05100

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): Government decided on 6 January that, in order to reduce movement in the population, the ECCE programme would not resume until 1 February. It has now been agreed that
the programme will remain suspended during extended restrictions up to 5 March. Other Early
Learning and Childcare and School-Age Childcare services (ELC/SAC services) can remain
open on a restricted basis, to offer services to the children of essential workers and to vulnerable
10/02/2021WRDD05200
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children only.
Essential workers are those that work in the list of essential services published on www.gov.
ie. One parent who is an essential worker confers eligibility on the child to access a service.
For the purposes of accessing early learning and childcare services, an essential worker may be
working from home.
ELC and SAC services are provided by private enterprises, either privately owned or operated by community organisations. While service providers are contracted by the Department to
provide services at a subsidised rate to parents, they are free to set their own policies regarding
the charging of fees and contract conditions.
My Department is aware that many providers chose to refund, waive or credit fees for families who did not use services during January and I welcome this.
To further encourage and support providers (some of whom may have a higher reliance on
fees), my Department has restructured the provision of funding for the February 1 to March 5
period into standard and enhanced funding with certain conditions for services who opt to avail
of this enhanced funding.
Where a provider has opted to avail of this enhanced funding, they are required to waive
fees for children not attending, as well as retaining staff, keeping places for families and engaging with children who are not attending. This applies to both open and closed services.
Providers will be able to confirm if they are receiving enhanced funding, and consequently,
their fee arrangements. They will also be able to clarify refund or credit arrangements for any
pre-paid fees.
The Department’s guidance in full can be found at: https://first5.gov.ie/guidance
I trust you will find this information useful.
Childcare Costs

10/02/2021WRDD05300

535. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth his views on whether crèches should be charging fees to non-essential workers
whose children are not attending crèche due to level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6383/21]
10/02/2021WRDD05400

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): Government decided on 6 January that, in order to reduce movement in the population, the ECCE programme would not resume until 1 February. It has now been agreed that
the programme will remain suspended during extended restrictions up to 5 March. Other Early
Learning and Childcare and School-Age Childcare services (ELC/SAC services) can remain
open on a restricted basis, to offer services to the children of essential workers and to vulnerable
children only.
10/02/2021WRDD05500

Essential workers are those that work in the list of essential services published on gov.ie.
One parent who is an essential worker confers eligibility on the child to access a service. For
the purposes of accessing early learning and childcare services, an essential worker may be
working from home.
ELC and SAC services are provided by private enterprises, either privately owned or operated by community organisations. While service providers are contracted by the Department to
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provide services at a subsidised rate to parents, they are free to set their own policies regarding
the charging of fees and contract conditions.
My Department is aware that many providers chose to refund, waive or credit fees for families who did not use services during January and I welcome this.
To further encourage and support providers (some of whom may have a higher reliance on
fees), my Department has restructured the provision of funding during the February 1 to March
5 period into standard and enhanced funding with certain conditions for services who opt to
avail of enhanced funding.
Where a provider has opted to avail of this enhanced funding, they are required to waive
fees for children not attending, as well as retaining staff, keeping places for families and engaging with children who are not attending. This applies to both open and closed services.
Providers will be able to confirm if they are receiving enhanced funding, and consequently,
their fee arrangements. They will also be able to clarify refund or credit arrangements for any
pre-paid fees.
The Department’s guidance in full can be found at: https://first5.gov.ie/guidance
I trust you will find this information useful.

10/02/2021WRDD05600

Garda Vetting

536. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if a legal lacuna (details supplied) which is causing serious issues for early
years providers will be addressed; if he will instruct his officials to engage with the relevant officials in the Department of Justice in order to address the issue; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6389/21]
10/02/2021WRDD05700

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): Garda vetting in Ireland is governed by the National Vetting Bureau (Children
and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016, which falls under the remit of the Minister for
Justice.
10/02/2021WRDD05800

The National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to 2016 provide
a legislative basis for the mandatory vetting of persons who wish to undertake certain work or
activities relating to children or vulnerable persons or to provide certain services to children
or vulnerable persons. Garda vetting is conducted in respect of any person who is carrying out
work or activity, a necessary and regular part of which consists mainly of the person having
access to, or contact with, children or vulnerable persons.
Under the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and the Child
Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) (Registration of School Age Services) Regulations 2018,
registered owners/ board members and/ or managers of early learning and care and school age
childcare services are required to submit Garda vetting disclosures to the Child and Family
Agency (Tusla) when making an application for registration.
My Department has been advised by the Tusla Early Years Inspectorate that the National
Vetting Bureau has confirmed that there is no provision in the relevant legislation to conduct
vetting in respect of such persons where that person is not engaged in relevant work or activities
as defined in the legislation. Where such persons clearly state on their application for vetting
271

Questions - Written Answers

that they have regular access to children as part of their duties, the National Vetting Bureau will
process such applications.
Tusla has put in place a number of interim measures in response to this issue. For example,
they have issued a notice to all Early Learning and Care and School-Age Care services advising that such persons, who have not been processed for vetting by the National Vetting Bureau
but have regular access to and contact with children, should submit a new vetting application
expressly clarifying that they have such contact with children. Furthermore, they have notified
all services that such persons, who have access to and contact with children and who have been
refused vetting, should not be allowed to carry out their duties when children are present.
My Department will continue to engage with both Tusla and officials in the Department of
Justice on this matter.
In addition to the above, my Department provides funding to both Early Childhood Ireland
(ECI) and Barnardos to act as an “authorised signatory” and process Garda vetting applications
on behalf of the Early Learning and Care and School-Age Care sector. Regular liaison takes
place between officials in my Department and ECI and Barnardos and this allows the Department to be aware of any potential difficulties concerning Garda vetting for the sector and to act
accordingly.

10/02/2021WRDD05900

Direct Provision System

537. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if his attention has been drawn to the case of a person who is on hunger
strike in a direct provision centre (details supplied); the support being provided to the person; if
he will examine the mental health needs of persons in direct provision, particularly during the
Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6420/21]
10/02/2021WRDD06000

569. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will report on the hunger strike by a person (details supplied) in County
Meath; the procedures for such instances; the reason An Garda Síochána would be involved; if
reports are filed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7309/21]
10/02/2021WRDD06100

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 537 and 569 together.
10/02/2021WRDD06200

I am aware of the incident in the accommodation centre as referred to by the Deputies which
I understand has now ended.
The IPAS worked closely with the accommodation centre staff, relevant state agencies and
other service providers with regard to the resident’s needs and situation for the duration of
the incident. Such engagement will continue to ensure that the required health needs are met
through the onsite medical services at the centre which includes a full primary care service and
nursing staff.
I can assure the Deputies that the health and wellbeing of all people who avail of accommodation provided by my Department is of the highest priority to my Department.
Where a protection applicant chooses to accept an offer of accommodation from my Department, they will, in normal circumstances, be first brought to the National Reception Centre in
Balseskin, Dublin. At Balseskin, they will be offered a health assessment by the on-site HSE
team, which comprises a nurse, nurse specialist, area medical officer, general practitioners,
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social worker and psychologist. This ensures that applicants can be assessed for any special
reception needs that they may have before they are designated an accommodation centre. The
IPAS work closely with the HSE screening team to ensure that Protection applicants are moved
to locations where their medical needs can be met.
It is important to note that services for all International Protection applicants (including
health services) are mainstreamed. Protection applicants are linked with primary care services
(GPs). They are entitled to a medical card while residing in International Protection accommodation and have a waiver of prescription charges. Applicants access health services through
the same referral pathways as Irish citizens including referral to disability and mental health
services. Every effort is made to ensure that residents’ specific needs are met.

10/02/2021WRDD06300

Social Workers Register

538. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the estimated annual cost of peer supervision in the social work setting.
[6462/21]
10/02/2021WRDD06400

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that my officials have asked Tusla to respond directly
to you on this matter.
10/02/2021WRDD06500

Social Workers Recruitment

10/02/2021WRDD06600

539. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of social workers employed currently. [6463/21]
10/02/2021WRDD06700

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that my officials have asked Tusla to respond directly
to you on this matter.
10/02/2021WRDD06800

Childcare Services

10/02/2021WREE00200

540. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth if he will address a matter in relation to renovation works at a crèche (details supplied). [6629/21]
10/02/2021WREE00300

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC) services, other
than those which provide the pre-school ECCE programme only, are currently open for the
children of essential workers and vulnerable children.
10/02/2021WREE00400

Parents who are seeking childcare will receive support and advice from the national network
of County Childcare Committees (CCCs), which are funded by my Department. The CCCs are
currently maintaining lists of vacancies in their local areas and are providing a matching service
for the parents of eligible children and childcare services with vacancies in the appropriate age
group.
Parents can find contact details of their local CCC on www.myccc.ie.
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Domestic Violence Refuges Provision

10/02/2021WREE00500

541. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the location in counties Cavan and Monaghan in which victims of domestic
violence can seek refuge accommodation during the Covid-19 pandemic in the absence of domestic refuge spaces. [6730/21]
10/02/2021WREE00600

542. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the additional supports being put in place in County Cavan to support victims of
domestic violence on a long-term basis; if his Department will review the need for a dedicated
refuge in this county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6731/21]
10/02/2021WREE00700

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 541 and 542 together.
10/02/2021WREE00800

Tusla currently provides support, coordination and funding to almost 60 organisations
around the country that deliver front line services to victims of domestic, sexual and genderbased violence (DSGBV). Tusla continues to provide funding to DSGBV service providers
during the current pandemic, in line with agreed service arrangements.
I have requested Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy with regard to the location in which
victims of domestic violence from counties Cavan and Monaghan can seek refuge accommodation during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Question No. 543 answered with Question No. 531.
Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

10/02/2021WREE01100

544. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the reason many survivors have yet to receive their copies of the Final Report
of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes; his knowledge of the circumstances that led to some aspects of the report being leaked to the media; his views on the
detrimental impact that these issues as well as the deletion of survivors’ recorded accounts have
had on the survivors’ trust in the process of attaining further clarity on their histories in the time
to come; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6754/21]
10/02/2021WREE01200

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): A printed hard copy of the Final Report of the Commission is being made available to any survivor who wishes to have one, at no cost, by my Department. On the 13 January, my Department issued an email to our contact list of survivors and advocates and posted a
notice on our website, outlining how survivors and their advocates could secure a copy of the
report. My Department can be contacted at 01-6473200 or by emailing motherandbabyhomes@
equality.gov.ie.
10/02/2021WREE01300

The Report was published in digital format in the first instance so as to immediately make
it available to the widest possible audience. This is particularly important having regard to the
sheer size of the report and the challenges which arise in disseminating hard copies, due in part
to current necessary public health restrictions. The Department also has an abridged version of
the Report available, containing chapters such as the Executive Summary, Recommendations,
and of course, the report from the Confidential Committee, if this format is preferred.
My Department has secured the services of third parties to print and deliver the hard copies
of the report. With the consent of those seeking copies of the report, arrangements are being
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made for delivery of the reports in response to the requests being received by my Department.
This is being done in full compliance with General Data Protection Guidelines. I am advised
that a large number of full reports have been dispatched and that more will follow shortly.
It is a matter of deep regret that details of the Commission’s Final Report were leaked ahead
of its publication. I contacted survivors immediately on learning of the coverage in a Sunday
newspaper and the matter is now under investigation. I understand why many survivors felt hurt
and let down that any element of the Report was given to the media in this manner. This is not
what I had planned and it should not have happened.
It was always my intention that survivors would be the first to hear details of the Commission’s findings, how to access the Report, and the measures proposed by Government in responding to the Commission’s recommendations. My Department had taken appropriate steps
to set up engagement with survivors and to maintain the confidentiality of the Report prior to
its publication. This issue was discussed at Government level and the Secretary General to the
Government is leading an investigation into these matters. I await the outcome of this process.
Supporting survivors to access their personal information is a key priority and a cornerstone
of Government’s Action Plan in response to the Commission’s report. The action plan contains
a number of items that will assist survivors in accessing their information such as implementing new Information and Tracing Legislation; providing access to the Commissions archive
of records when it transfers to my Department at the end of February; the creation of a central
repository of institutional records and the appointment of an archivist to lead work on preservation of, and appropriate public access to, the records held by my Department. I am working to
implement these measures as quickly as is possible.
Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

10/02/2021WREE01400

545. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of survivors of mother and baby homes he has contacted since
the publication of the Final Report of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby
Homes; his plans to make contact with those who have yet to be contacted; if he plans to meet
with a group (details supplied) regarding further scans at Sean Ross Abbey, in County Tipperary, and other issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6755/21]
10/02/2021WREE01500

563. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he plans to meet with a representative group (details supplied). [7228/21]
10/02/2021WREE01600

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 545 and 563 together.
10/02/2021WREE01700

In responding to the Final Report of the Commission of Investigation, the Government
has approved the development of a Strategic Action Plan encompassing a suite of 22 specific
measures. These measures, which take account of the Commission’s recommendations, are intended to respond to the priority needs and concerns of former residents and their families. This
is a hugely important process for all connected to these institutions and I will be working with
colleagues and survivors to advance these measures as a priority.
Most importantly, we will take a survivor-centred approach, characterised by consistent
engagement with former residents and their representative groups, including the survivor diaspora. Notably, my Department has been contacted by several hundred survivors since the report
was published, many of whom have never been in contact with us before. It is clear, therefore,
that new demands emerge in seeking to facilitate dialogue and consultation on the Commis275
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sion’s Final Report and the State’s Action Plan.
Structured engagement and consultation of this nature requires specific structures, systems
and resources to ensure it is inclusive and effective. Innovative methods are required to achieve
this objective, especially given the continuing challenges presented by the restrictions necessary to reduce the public health risks associated with Covid-19.
As a first step, I have commenced this consultation with members of the Collaborative Forum as I believe that a new and enhanced model of engagement, which builds upon the strengths
of the existing process, can increase opportunities for direct engagement with the large numbers
of stakeholders and their representative groups. It is my intention to accommodate both the
representative groups mentioned and other relevant stakeholders in this engagement. I want to
commence this dialogue as quickly as possible and I will announce further details in due course.
Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

10/02/2021WREE01800

546. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if consideration will be given to providing free travel passes to all survivors of
mother and baby homes in conjunction with medical cards and other supports. [6756/21]
10/02/2021WREE01900

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): The Commission of investigation into Mother and Baby Homes has made clear
recommendations in relation to redress on the basis of its extensive statutory investigations. Notably, the Commission identifies three specific groups for whom it recommends redress might
be considered. The Commission also notes that redress can be financial or can be in the form of
enhanced services.
10/02/2021WREE02000

The Government has made a very significant and early commitment to accept these recommendations and design a bespoke Restorative Recognition Scheme. An Inter-Departmental
Group (IDG), which is being led by my Department, has now commenced the detailed work
to scope the terms and conditions for the scheme. The IDG will examine the specific groups
identified by the Commission but is not restricted to these.
While the provision of free travel passes to former residents was not specifically included
by the Commission in its recommendations, I will pass the Deputies suggestion to the IDG for
its consideration. Given the age profile of many survivors, as detailed in the demographic data
provided by the Commission, it is likely that a significant number of survivors may already be
eligible for free travel in accordance with the Free Travel Scheme operated by the Department
of Social Protection.
Questions Nos. 547 and 548 answered with Question No. 531.
Proposed Legislation

10/02/2021WREE02300

549. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the timeline he is working to for the publication and passing of the Disability
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016 in view of the fact that the Bill lapsed at the end of the
Thirty-second Dáil; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6912/21]
10/02/2021WREE02400

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): The Disability (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2016, which was drafted to ensure
implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
10/02/2021WREE02500
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had completed Dáil Committee Stage during the previous Government, but lapsed with the dissolution of the previous Dáil and Seanad and was not restored to the Order Paper. Consideration
is being given to the possibility of amalgamating it with the Assisted Decision-Making Capacity (Amendment) Bill. Policy proposals for that Bill are due to be settled shortly with the aim
of enactment before year end.
Disability Act Employment Targets

10/02/2021WREE02600

550. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth the target quarter for the introduction of the commitment in the programme for Government to double the target for employment of persons with disabilities in the public service to
6%; if these targets will be changed on a phased basis or in one go; if on a phased basis, when
he plans to commence the phasing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6913/21]
10/02/2021WREE02700

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): There is a commitment to increase the employment of persons with disabilities in
the public service to 6% (from 3%) under the Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People
with Disabilities 2015 -2024. The Programme for Government includes a commitment to finalise the legislation required to increase the target and my Department is currently working on
this legislation. It is planned that the legislation to this effect will be finalised this year and it is
the intention that the target of 6% will be implemented thereafter on a phased basis.
10/02/2021WREE02800

UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

10/02/2021WREE02900

551. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the target quarter for the signing of the optional protocol to the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6914/21]
10/02/2021WREE03000

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): The Programme for Government reiterates the commitment to ratify the Optional
Protocol after the first reporting cycle. The completion of the reporting cycle will identify any
additional actions needed to ensure the highest possible level of compliance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). This remains the target for ratification.
10/02/2021WREE03100

The Government priorities remain focused on addressing the remaining legislative measures to be taken to give full effect to the Convention, submitting the first State Report to the
UN Committee and developing an implementation plan to coordinate implementation of the
Convention.
Direct Provision System

10/02/2021WREE03200

552. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 263 of 21 January 2021, if legislative changes are required for the establishment and operation of the independent monitoring
mechanism tasked with carrying out inspections of direct provision centres; if so, the details of
same; when the monitoring mechanism will commence its work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6932/21]
10/02/2021WREE03300

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic

10/02/2021WREE03400
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O’Gorman): The National Standards meet the requirements of the EU (recast) Reception Conditions Directive (Directive 2013/33/EU) which we voluntarily opted into in June 2018.
My Department is engaged in consultations with the Department of Health and HIQA aimed
at establishing an independent monitoring mechanism for standards in International Protection Accommodation Service (IPAS) accommodation centres. It has not yet been determined
whether legislative change will be required to put this in place.
Direct Provision System

10/02/2021WREE03500

553. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth further to Parliamentary Question No. 264 of 21 January 2021, the number
of properties selected under the recent tender process referred to in the reply; the number of
accommodation centres for persons in the international protection process that are now able to
fully implement the national standards for accommodation centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6933/21]
10/02/2021WREE03600

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): There are currently 30 accommodation centres in operation that can implement
the National Standards by providing independent living facilities allowing for residents to
choose their own food and cook their own meals at no cost to them in addition to having access to laundry facilities and the provision of designated living room space for families. These
centres have also implemented actions through the Friends of the Centre model identified in
the McMahon Report to meet the social care needs of residents. All of these centres were contracted under the recent tender process referenced in my reply to Parliamentary Question No.
264 of 21 January 2021.
10/02/2021WREE03700

Direct Provision System

10/02/2021WREE03800

554. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of adults and children remaining in direct provision in County
Wexford after their leave to remain has been granted for the most recent date available; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [6943/21]
10/02/2021WREE03900

555. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of adults and children residing in direct provision in County Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6944/21]
10/02/2021WREE04000

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 554 and 555 together.
10/02/2021WREE04100

As of the end of January 2021 there were 113 adults and 38 children being accommodated
by my Department in Co. Wexford, including 9 adults and 2 children who have been granted an
International Protection status (refugee status or subsidiary protection status) or a permission
to remain.
Residents who have been granted an International Protection status or a permission to remain have the same access to housing supports and services as Irish and EEA nationals and
considerable work is being undertaken to support these residents to move out of accommodation centres and into secure permanent accommodation. My Department has a specific team
who work in collaboration with Depaul Ireland, the Jesuit Refugee Service, the Peter McVerry
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Trust, officials in the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, and the City
and County Managers Association collectively to support residents with status or permission to
remain to access housing options.
Direct Provision System

10/02/2021WREE04300

556. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the start and end date of the contracts for direct provision in County Wexford;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6945/21]
10/02/2021WREE04400

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): There is currently one designated accommodation centre in Co. Wexford (Rosslare) and one premises being used as emergency accommodation (Courtown).
10/02/2021WREE04500

The accommodation centre in Rosslare was identified through a call for expressions of interest and contracted for an initial period of one year up to the 25th February 2021. My Department is currently examining our capacity to meet the demand for accommodation from persons
seeking international protection and any decision to extend the contractual arrangement will be
based on that assessment.
The International Protection Accommodation Service (IPAS) of my Department has also
been using a number of hotels and guesthouses since September 2018 as emergency accommodation centres due to insufficient capacity to meet demand from within its accommodation
portfolio.
These centres are contracted on a bed and full board basis on short term rolling contracts of
3 or 6 month duration. There is currently one such centre being used as emergency accommodation in Courtown, Co. Wexford and this is currently under contract until April 2021. Any decision to continue to use this accommodation after that date will be informed by my Department’s
ability to meet the demand for accommodation from within its accommodation portfolio.
The emergency centres are prioritised for closure when demand pressures allow. As an instance of this policy, my Department had been using a second premises in Courtown up until
November 2020 but was able to cease this arrangement due to identifying capacity elsewhere
in its portfolio.
Direct Provision System

10/02/2021WREE04600

557. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth the number of adults and children remaining in direct provision centres by centre in
County Wicklow after their leave to remain has been granted for the most recent date available;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6963/21]
10/02/2021WREE04700

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I am unable to provide the information in the format requested by the Deputy.
10/02/2021WREE04800

There is an obligation under the International Protection process to protect the identity of
International Protection applicants. As the breakdown of the numbers of residents in particular
accommodation centres in Co Wicklow with a protection status or a permission to remain is
very low, there is a possibility that they may be identifiable to others should the information be
provided in the format requested.
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I can inform the Deputy that there are a total of 31 persons, 21 adults and 10 children, who
have been granted an International Protection status or a permission to remain by the Minister
for Justice who continue to reside in the three accommodation centres operated by the International Protection Accommodation Service of my Department in Co. Wicklow.
Residents who have been granted an International Protection status (refugee status or subsidiary protection status) or a permission to remain have the same access to housing supports
and services as Irish and EEA nationals and considerable work is being undertaken to support
these residents to move out of accommodation centres and into secure permanent accommodation.
My Department has a specific team who work in collaboration with Depaul Ireland, the Jesuit Refugee Service, the Peter McVerry Trust, officials in the Department of Housing, Planning
and Local Government, and the City and County Managers Association collectively to support
residents with status or permission to remain to access housing options.
Direct Provision System

10/02/2021WREE04900

558. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the number of inspections carried out since January 2020 in St. Patrick’s direct
provision centre, County Monaghan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7021/21]
10/02/2021WREE05000

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): Accommodation centres are subject to regular unannounced inspections by both
my officials in the International Protection Accommodation Service (IPAS) and an independent
inspectorate company (QTS Limited). These inspections are generally undertaken, twice yearly
by my officials in IPAS and once yearly by QTS Limited.
10/02/2021WREE05100

Inspectors examine all communal areas, bedrooms, kitchens and dining areas. Inspectors
also examine occupancy registers, staffing records, health and safety documentation (including
fire safety records), food preparation systems, menu cycles (in centres that provide full catering), facilities available to residents, information provision to residents and the condition of
external grounds.
Inspections were suspended temporarily during the first phase of COVID-19 restrictions
and recommenced on 14 September 2020 with all necessary safeguards in place. Following the
re-imposition of Level 5 restrictions in January, inspections have again been suspended.
Officials from IPAS inspected the centre referred to by the Deputy on 24 September 2020.
An independent inspection at the request of IPAS in respect of a particular matter (a pest infestation) was carried out by QTS Ltd. on 11 November 2020 and most recently a further full
inspection was carried out by an IPAS official on 14 December 2020.
Completed inspection reports are published on www.ria.gov.ie once the contractor has been
given the opportunity to comment on the findings and, if necessary, indicate how and when any
required remedial work will be undertaken.
Childcare Services

10/02/2021WRFF00200

559. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth the extent to which crèches can operate in February 2020; the persons who
can avail of the services; if his Department is providing the funding in order that fees can be
10/02/2021WRFF00300
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waived for parents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7076/21]
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): My Department is committed to ensuring that overall investment in the early
learning and care (ELC) and school age childcare (SAC) sector is maintained and that services
are sustained through this crisis.
10/02/2021WRFF00400

On 26 January, the Government made the decision to extend the suspension of the free preschool ECCE programme and to continue to restrict access to childcare services to the children
of essential workers and to vulnerable children until 5 March, to help to control the spread of
Covid-19 in the country.
On 27 January, the Department announced a new funding model for childcare providers
from 1 February to 5 March. This new funding arrangement ensures that childcare services
can remain open where they have demand for places for the children of essential workers and
vulnerable children.
The package of measures introduced is designed to ensure that the significant public money
which is being invested in services at this time is structured in a fair and balanced way.
Although the ECCE programme has been suspended, at least 70% of ECCE funding can
continue to be claimed by all services, whether open or closed and NCS, CCSP, TEC and AIM
Level 7 funding schemes continue to be payable at full rates.
Closed services, in return for this funding, will be asked to commit to waiving parental fees,
retaining staff where possible, keeping places for children and undertaking remote engagement
with children.
For open services, the remaining 30% of the value of the ECCE funding will also be made
up, subject to services providing the same assurances mentioned above to the Department. Most
services are doing this already and I warmly welcome this.
Central to this package is the enhanced employment wage subsidy scheme, which providers
continue to be eligible to access with an exemption in place in respect of the turnover requirement. All providers are encouraged to avail of this scheme which significantly contributes to
payroll costs, covering at least 80% of average wage costs in most instances.
I recognise that for some providers who are particularly reliant on parental fee income, the
requirement to waive fees for families not using their service at this time presents difficulties.
In these circumstances, a newly designed Covid-19 operating support payment (COSP) is being put in place that will support these providers to parental waive fees during this period while
remaining sustainable.
Many childcare services refunded fees to parents whose children did not attend childcare
in January and this new COSP funding package will support childcare services that choose to
refund fees from 1 February to 5 March.
Eligibility for the COSP is determined on the basis of transparent, objective criteria, to support ease of administration for a scheme that is expected to operate for a short period of time.
The criteria have been selected on the basis that services most reliant on parental fees will be
identified.
It is acknowledged that some services that are reliant on parental fees may not meet the criteria – it is open to such services to apply for the Covid-19 sustainability fund if the service has
sustainability concerns as a result of the current restrictions.
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This sustainability funding will be in addition to the existing financial supports for services,
including the EWSS and the COSP. Where a service has sustainability concerns as a result of
the current restrictions, additional supports may be made available under the Covid-19 sustainability fund to ensure services can continue to operate. Further details on this fund will be issued shortly.
In the first instance, services with concerns are encouraged to get in touch with their local
City/County Childcare Committee.
Early Childhood Care and Education

10/02/2021WRFF00500

560. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth the efforts being made by his Department to improve the pay and working conditions
of workers in the early-years sector, as outlined in the programme for Government; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7093/21]
10/02/2021WRFF00600

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): I am very conscious need for significant improvement in pay and working conditions for practitioners in early learning and care and school-age childcare services. The level of
pay they receive does not reflect the value of the work they do for children, for families and for
the wider society and economy. It also contributes to challenges of recruitment and retention of
staff, which are key to the consistency of care provided to children. The most recent published
data indicates that the average hourly wage in the sector was €12.55 in mid-2019.
10/02/2021WRFF00700

As the State is not the employer, my Department does not set wage levels nor determine
working conditions for staff working in the sector. My Department has, however, over a number of years provided a range of supports to service providers to enable them to improve wages
and working conditions. However, wages in the sector remain too low. Given the importance
of the issue, it is imperative that my Department continues to engage with provider and staff
representatives.
The Programme for Government contains a commitment to “support the establishment of
a Joint Labour Committee in the childcare sector and the drawing up of an Employment Regulation Order, which would determine minimum rates of pay for childcare workers, as well as
terms and conditions of employment”.
To progress this commitment, in December 2020, working in partnership with SIPTU and
CSI/IBEC, I began a short process in which interested parties were invited to discuss how best
to address issues of pay and conditions in the sector and how a Joint Labour Committee might
support this. Dr Kevin Duffy, former Chair of the Labour Court, chaired the meetings, which
concluded in the last few days. Dr Duffy will shortly submit to me a report outlining the issues
and possible solutions raised in the process, and making a recommendation on next steps. I am
hopeful that implementation of his recommendation will support progress in addressing pay
and conditions in the sector.
Parental Leave

10/02/2021WRFF00800

561. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth when the additional parental leave of three weeks will become effective; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [7138/21]
10/02/2021WRFF00900
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Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): The Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019 introduced two weeks of paid Parents’
Leave for each parent to be taken in the first year after the birth or adoptive placement of a
child. Under proposals approved by Government in December 2020, each parent will be given
an additional three weeks of paid Parents’ Leave, and the period in which it can be taken will
be extended to the first two years after the birth or adoptive placement of a child. Legislation is
currently being developed in this regard and it is anticipated that it will be introduced in early
2021.
10/02/2021WRFF01000

Payment of Parents’ Benefit is a matter for the Minister for Social Protection and arrangements are being made for it to be paid with effect from 1 April 2021.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRFF01100

562. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth his plans to ensure front-line workers can access childcare and crèche facilities in a
situation in which their usual provider is unable to offer them a place or the facility is currently
closed (details supplied); if his Department or another body can organise alternative places for
parents caught in this situation; if a register of facilities with vacancies can be made available in
order that front-line workers can find alternative spaces for their children; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7183/21]
10/02/2021WRFF01200

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC) services, other
than those which provide the pre-school ECCE programme only, are currently open for the
children of essential workers and vulnerable children.
10/02/2021WRFF01300

Childcare services that have demand for childcare from an essential worker or on behalf of
a vulnerable child, should open and provide the care. If a service has demand for childcare for
an eligible child and does not open to provide it, it will receive no funding under of my Department’s childcare funding schemes for the period of unapproved closure.
Parents who are seeking childcare will receive support and advice from the national network
of County Childcare Committees (CCCs), which are funded by my Department. The CCCs are
currently maintaining lists of vacancies in their local areas and are providing a matching service
for the parents of eligible children and childcare services with vacancies in the appropriate age
group.
Parents can find contact details of their local CCC on www.myccc.ie.
Question No. 563 answered with Question No. 545.
Direct Provision System

10/02/2021WRFF01500

564. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and
Youth if any providers of direct provision centres with contracts due to expire in 2021 have
been contacted or engaged with in relation to the renewal of same. [7253/21]
10/02/2021WRFF01600

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): The Programme for Government contains a commitment to ending the Direct
Provision system and replacing it with a new International Protection accommodation policy,
centred on a not-for-profit approach. The Government has also committed to the development
10/02/2021WRFF01700
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of a White Paper which will set out how this new system will be structured and the steps to
achieving it.
My Department is currently developing the White Paper, which will set out options, together with the recommended direction, for the new model of accommodation and services
for International Protection applicants and the transitional processes needed to implement the
model. Options for developing a not-for-profit approach are currently being examined in this
regard. I expect to submit the White Paper to Government later this month.
It is recognised by all involved that the replacement of the current system is complex and it
will take some time. Therefore, in order to meet our legal obligations to provide accommodation and other support services for protection applicants, existing accommodation centres will
continue to operate in the medium term while we progress to the new model. However, in doing so we will be focusing on the provision of own-door accommodation and facilities to allow
for independent living (access to cooking and laundry facilities and communal family areas
outside bedrooms) and working to cease our use of emergency accommodation in hotels and
guest-houses.
In the interim period between now and the new model being fully operational and as current
contracts reach their expiry date, an assessment will be undertaken with respect to the demand
for accommodation services at that time and the capacity within the Department’s accommodation portfolio to meet that demand. Any decision to extend current contractual arrangements
will be based on that assessment.
Question No. 565 answered with Question No. 531.
Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

10/02/2021WRFF01900

566. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if he will report on the recruitment of data protection experts by his office for
dealing with the records from the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7276/21]
10/02/2021WRFF02000

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): The Mother and Baby Homes Commission of Investigation will stand dissolved
in law on 28th February 2021 and is due to submit its archive of records to my Department by
that date. Former residents of Mother and Baby homes will be able to make a Subject Access
Request (SAR) to the Department under the GDPR for access to their record.
10/02/2021WRFF02100

The fundamental principles of GDPR will apply to these records as they do to any others: a
person has a right to their personal data, but this is not an unqualified right. The release of that
data must also not adversely affect the rights and freedoms of others.
In relation to the transfer of the Commission’s databases and records, my Department is
working intensively to ensure that it is properly resourced to handle subject access requests
from people who were resident in mother and baby homes. In this regard, my Department has
established a new Unit to look after this hugely important and significant volume of work. Work
is ongoing to ensure that there is a range of appropriate expertise including data protection expertise within the Unit.
Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

10/02/2021WRFF02200
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567. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth the process for survivors of the mother and baby homes to access information related to them from the home they were in; if this information will be redacted; if they
can gain access to unredacted copies; if there are circumstances in which there is additional
information which they will not be allowed to access; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7300/21]
10/02/2021WRFF02300

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): The Mother and Baby Homes Commission of Investigation will stand dissolved
in law on 28th February 2021 and is due to submit its archive of records to my Department by
that date. Former residents of Mother and Baby Homes will be able to make a Subject Access
Request (SAR) to the Department under the GDPR for access to their record.
10/02/2021WRFF02400

My Department is working intensively to ensure that it is properly resourced to handle subject access requests from people who were resident in mother and baby homes when the Commission’s database and records are transferred. In this regard, the Department has established a
new Unit to look after this hugely important and significant volume of work.
Everyone has the right to access their own personal data and can make a subject access request to the Department in respect of their own personal information. Subject access requests
must be individually considered and in providing each person with a copy of their personal
data, consideration must be given to the overarching principle that the release of personal data
must not prejudice the rights and freedoms of others. It is important to acknowledge that subject
access requests may not necessarily provide all of the information that the requester wishes to
see.
My Department is consulting with the Data Protection Commission in relation to the Department’s policies and procedures. It is my intention to publish the Department’s policies and
procedures later this month in line with the principle of transparency and in compliance with
the Data Protection Regulatory Framework.
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

10/02/2021WRFF02500

568. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth if aspects of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child can be put on a
legislative footing given the legislative lacuna despite Article 42A; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7308/21]
10/02/2021WRFF02600

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): While the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child does not form part of the
domestic law of the State, the substance of many of the rights set out in the Convention (including the child’s right to have their views heard and the child’s right to non-discrimination) are
protected by the Irish Constitution and by legislation such as the Guardianship of Infants Act
1964 (as amended by the Child and Family Relationships Act 2015) and the Domestic Violence
Act 2018.
10/02/2021WRFF02700

Article 42A of the Constitution obliges the State to make provision in law that in the resolution of relevant proceedings brought by the State, the best interests of a child shall be the
paramount consideration. It also requires that provision be made in law for securing, as far as
practicable, that in proceedings in respect of any child who is capable of forming his or her own
views, the views of the child shall be ascertained and given due weight having regard to the age
and maturity of the child.
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I plan to shortly seek government approval for the general scheme for a new Child Care
(Amendment) [Guardian ad litem] Bill. This Bill, similarly to the Child Care (Amendment) Bill
2019, which fell with the last government, will introduce amendments to the wider Child Care
Act 1991 in addition to the sections specific to guardian ad litem reform.
1. It will put new obligations on the Court to consider the best interests of the child. It will
amend the 1991 Act by substituting a new section 24 for the existing section. This new Section
24 will focus on the child’s rights. The purpose of the amendment is to reflect the intent of Article 42A of the Constitution by confirming that in any child care proceedings under the 1991
Act, the court must regard the best interests of the child as the paramount consideration.
2. It will also insert a new section 24A, providing that where a child is capable of forming
his or her own views in any proceedings under the 1991 Act, the court must determine how to
facilitate him or her in expressing those views. It will be required to give any view the child
wishes to express due weight, having regard to his or her age and maturity.
Providing for a more widespread appointment of guardians ad litem is also part of this response. Guardians ad litem are a tested and known methodology for ensuring that the voice of
the child is heard in court. However, they are not the only way to do this. Under the Review of
the Child Care Act, currently being undertaken by this department, we are also looking at how
we can encourage the more direct participation of children.
Question No. 569 answered with Question No. 537.
Questions Nos. 570 to 572, inclusive, answered with Question No. 531.
Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

10/02/2021WRFF03200

573. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth if an audio version of the final report of the Commission of Investigation
into Mother and Baby Homes will be available for a survivor who requests one. [7360/21]
10/02/2021WRFF03300

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic
O’Gorman): The Commission’s Final Report was made available in digital format in the first
instance so as to immediately make it accessible to the widest possible audience. There are a
number of tools available both on and offline that can provide assistance to individuals in accessing the Report by converting text to audio. This includes a read aloud function available on
most devices which can be enabled through the accessibility settings on the device.
10/02/2021WRFF03400

The Report has been uploaded to my Department’s website in a PDF format. By accessing
the Report in this way, users can avail of the read aloud function that is accessible through the
Adobe software. My Department is preparing guidance in the form of an accessible tutorial to
assist individuals in using this tool, and will provide this information on the website.
Questions Nos. 574 and 575 answered with Question No. 531.
Education Policy

10/02/2021WRFF03700

576. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science his plans regarding increasing digital literacy among citizens
and businesses, as detailed in the programme for Government.; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6430/21]
10/02/2021WRFF03800
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Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): In the Programme for Government ‘Our Shared Future’, there is a commitment to develop a 10-year strategy for adult literacy, numeracy, and digital literacy. I have
asked SOLAS to lead on its development.
10/02/2021WRFF03900

This new strategy will provide a framework to build on and streamline the substantial work
that is already being done across a range of Departments and agencies, to increase awareness of
services for the public and to capture the contribution that can be made right across Government
to deliver better literacy, numeracy and digital skills in the adult population. The framework
being provided through this new strategy will be used to embed the use of literacy friendly
provision and plain language to ensure the most accessible public, civil and business services
throughout the country
To support a whole-of-government approach, I established an interdepartmental stakeholder
group on literacy, numeracy and digital literacy. This group is made up of Government Departments, Government agencies and stakeholder groups with keys roles in the areas of adult
literacy, numeracy and digital literacy. The development of this strategy will include input from
relevant Government Departments, agencies, and broader stakeholder groups. A technical advisory group is also in place to ensure the strategy is informed by relevant research and expertise.
Work is well under way, and SOLAS is currently developing the strategy under the guidance
of the interdepartmental stakeholder group. The extensive research and consultation phases of
the strategy’s development are almost complete, during which views were sought from a broad
range of stakeholders. I intend to bring the completed strategy to Government in the coming
months.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRFF04000

577. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the engagement between his Department, CORU and education
providers regarding social care students and their difficulties in relation to mandatory hours of
placement; and the identified solutions and timeframe for implementation. [6483/21]
10/02/2021WRFF04100

582. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research,
Innovation and Science his plans for students in third-level institutions who are required to
undertake a certain number of placement hours to obtain their qualifications, such as those
studying social care in TU Dublin (details supplied), but who have been hindered because of
the Covid-19 restrictions; the steps he will take to ensure that those with work, childcare and
other commitments who will face difficulties rearranging placements for the summer will be
facilitated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6572/21]
10/02/2021WRFF04200

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 577 and 582 together.
10/02/2021WRFF04300

I am aware that issues have arisen in relation to placement hours both for students of Social
Care programmes and for placements more generally as the restrictions to combat the spread
of Covid-19 have tightened. My Department is monitoring developments in this regard very
closely.
From the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, significant work has been undertaken by a stakeholder group chaired by the Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI), and including the representative bodies of education providers and students to address issues relating to the maintenance of the quality and standards of:
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- teaching and learning,
- assessment, and
- qualifications.
This group has focused on the implementation of alternative arrangements and methods of
delivery, where appropriate and necessary, to meet both these standards and, where applicable,
the educational accreditation criteria established by Professional Recognition Bodies (PRBs).
In the case of Social Care, the awards standards in place for these qualifications reflect the
accreditation criteria and placement requirements that have been set out by CORU, Ireland’s
multi-profession Health and Social Care Regulator and consequently the relevant PRB for this
profession.
Since March 2020, QQI has facilitated engagement between members of the stakeholders
group and CORU which have taken place in parallel to direct engagements between CORU and
individual education providers at a local and regional level. The goal of these engagements has
been to ensure that, where possible, necessary alternative arrangements are in place to maintain
the standards of education and training in this area and that these issues are actively managed.
These efforts are to ensure that students can progress in their programmes from one academic
year into the next, or, where relevant, graduate with the necessary professional competencies
that have been set out by CORU.
While I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the efforts that have been made
by CORU, QQI and our educational institutions to identify and implement flexible solutions for
students up to this point, I am conscious that further efforts are now necessary.
The current timing and the likely duration of Covid restrictions has created even greater
disruption and uncertainty in this space than anticipated and has substantially impacted on the
expected level of available social care placements. It is in this context that I have asked QQI,
supported by my Department, to facilitate intensified engagements between CORU, education
providers and relevant stakeholders on this issue. The focus of these engagements will be to
identify solutions that can be swiftly implemented for the student cohort who are most impacted
in the near term while also identifying flexible approaches that can be readily adopted within
the system in the medium to longer term as the response to the pandemic evolves and changes.
These engagements will facilitate a dialogue among stakeholders in developing these solutions
and, most importantly, will ensure transparency and clarity for those students studying social
care.
Students should continue to engage directly with their provider for further information on
the arrangements being implemented for their particular year and course.
Third Level Education

10/02/2021WRGG00200

578. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research,
Innovation and Science the status of the implementation of the Cassells report; the number of
potential funding options including the deferred payment of student fees; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6485/21]
10/02/2021WRGG00300

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): In response to the combined demographic and funding challenge, the then
Minister for Education and Skills appointed an Expert Group to identify and consider issues
10/02/2021WRGG00400
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related to the long term sustainable funding of higher education in Ireland and to identify funding options for the future.
The expert group report, Investing in National Ambition: A Strategy for Funding Higher
Education” (2016) confirmed that higher education makes a hugely positive contribution to the
development of individuals, employers, society and the state.
The report concluded that the approach to funding was unsustainable, and that substantial
increases in investment in higher education must be made to ensure that the sector can remain
viable and provide the capacity to meet the major increase in student demand projected up to
2030.
The expert group report has opened up an important debate in Ireland on how our third level
education system could be funded.
The report proposed three main funding options for a more sustainable future funding model. These are:
1. A predominantly state-funded system.
2. Increased state funding with continuing student fees.
3. Increased state-funding with deferred payment of fees through income contingent loans
(ICL).
The development of a sustainable funding model for higher education is essential in light
of the centrality of higher education to our progress as a country. The future development of
Ireland as an inclusive society and a knowledge economy, against the backdrop of rapid technological change will be critically dependant on the quality of our graduates.
In that context, a comprehensive economic evaluation of the funding options presented in
the Report of the Expert Group on Future Funding for Higher Education is underway supported
under the European Commission DG Reform Programme.
My Department is working closely with the European Commission and the independently
appointed consortia of consultants. The key aim of this review is to investigate methods of increasing the sustainability of higher and further education provision in Ireland, including an examination of the funding options. This review commenced in early 2020 and work is expected
to be complete towards the latter part of Q2 2021.
My Department will continue to work with stakeholders on this comprehensive analysis of
funding options for higher education and the assessment of the appropriate balance in provision
across the tertiary education system.
Completion of this work will allow for an informed debate on the appropriate policy approach to future planning and funding of higher and further education provision which is fundamental to Ireland’s economic and social sustainability.
Apprenticeship Programmes

10/02/2021WRGG00500

579. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research,
Innovation and Science if he will address concerns that those engaged in apprenticeship studies
are facing prolonged delays due to the completion of their apprenticeships through an inability
to access placements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6486/21]
10/02/2021WRGG00600
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Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Apprenticeship is primarily a contract of employment which incorporates a minimum of 50% on-the-job training with off-the-job training which
is delivered in a number of different ways according to the apprenticeship programme. These
range from remote or online learning to one day per week in an education institution or, in the
case of craft apprenticeships, in periods of 10-35 week placements in Education and Training
Boards (ETBs) or Institutes of Technology/Technological Universities. Many academic and
vocational courses in the further and higher education and training sector also incorporate work
placements, however these learners are not employees for the full duration of their course.
10/02/2021WRGG00700

Waiting time for electrical and certain other craft apprenticeships are linked to physical
capacity in ETB Training Centres and Institutes of Technology/Technological Universities. Pre
COVID-19 the rapid rate of recovery of craft apprentice registrations due to the recovery of the
construction sector was placing the existing off-the-job training facilities under stress.
In March 2020, all face to face off-the-job training for craft apprenticeship programmes
was suspended. The closure of the education and training sector to face to face delivery of
training between March and September 2020 resulted in the immediate loss of approximately
2,200 training places on phase 4 & 6 craft apprenticeships (April intake) and in the region of
2,000 phase 2 training places over the period of the closure. In addition to the immediate loss of
places, the return to face to face training in September was subject to strict Covid-19 measures
which has resulted in the reduction of available places.
Other apprenticeships in areas which were amenable to remote delivery moved fully online
or were modified to allow for greater flexibility between on-the-job and off-the-job elements of
the programmes. Unfortunately, it was not possible to deliver this flexibility in programme provision or assessment in the practical elements of craft apprenticeships (Phases 2, 4 and 6) due
to the need to access workshops and equipment together. This, with the simultaneous closure of
the construction sector, meant that apprentices’ progress through their programme was delayed.
The following measures have been taken to ameliorate the ongoing impacts of the Covid-19
measures on craft apprentices and to move to reduce waiting times for off-the-job training for
certain craft apprenticeships:- An alternative assessment approach was delivered for the theory assessments for up to
2,500 craft apprentices who had been close to finishing their phase of training at the time of
the shutdown in March. Outstanding practical assessments were prioritised for completion in
September 2020, with over 1,000 apprentices completing practical assessments and their phase
of training.
- Craft apprentices who had had their off-the-job training interrupted in March 2020 were
prioritised for a return to training from 31 August (ETB training centres) and from 10 September (Institutes of Technology and TU Dublin).
- Additional trainer posts have been sanctioned on a temporary basis where ETBs have
identified a need for additional staff to deliver off-the-job training within Covid-19 guidelines.
- €12m has been provided in Budget 2021 to support additional places which will mitigate
against the effect of smaller apprenticeship class sizes and catch up on lost provision in spring
and summer 2020.
- SOLAS and the HEA have issued calls for proposals to all craft apprenticeship training
providers to identify additional capacity that could be developed for apprenticeship training.
- The HEA and SOLAS are also engaging further in relation to the curricula to see what
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parts can be delivered online and are working with the sector to see which elements of craft apprenticeship might be amenable to blended learning.
Following the 6th January 2021 Government advice to minimise movement, off-the-job
training for craft apprentices moved to primarily online delivery. This approach is now continuing into February due to the extension of the Level 5 pandemic restrictions until the 5th March.
There will be a focus on theory-based elements of the curriculum during this period, and teaching and learning supports will be provided by Education and Training Boards, Institutes of
Technology and the Technological Universities.
Apprentices due to begin off-the-job training during February and March will commence
their training online. If a return to onsite training is possible during February, adequate notice
will be provided to apprentices, training providers and other stakeholders. More detail is provided on the website www.apprenticeship.ie.
Further and Higher Education

10/02/2021WRGG00800

580. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if he will respond to matters raised in correspondence by a
person (details supplied) in relation to research and science students; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6563/21]
10/02/2021WRGG00900

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): I appreciate that this is a time of considerable stress and concern for third
level students and the challenging and stressful circumstances that students are facing are being
taken into account by Higher Education institutions as they adapt and respond to the changing
situation. This includes the consideration of issues around on-site access for practical work for
students. The national co-ordination group for further and higher education is also meeting on
a regular basis, and is closely monitoring the impact that Covid-19 is having on third level institutions and their students.
10/02/2021WRGG01000

From the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, significant work has been undertaken by a stakeholder group chaired by Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI), and including the representative bodies of education providers and students to address issues relating to the maintenance of
the quality and standards of:
- teaching and learning,
- assessment, and
- qualifications.
This group has focused on the implementation of alternative arrangements and methods of
delivery, where appropriate and necessary, to meet both these standards and, where applicable,
the educational accreditation criteria established by Professional Recognition Bodies (PRBs).
The government’s Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business and Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021, Plan for Living with COVID-19, combined with the HSA Return to Work
Protocols and ongoing Public Health advice, provide the over-arching framework for all sectors
of society for the operation of their facilities and premises in keeping with public health advice.
Specific to further and higher education, the government has also published “Guidance
for Further and Higher Education for returning to on-site activity in 2020: Roadmap and CO291
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VID-19 Adaptation Framework for returning to on-site activity in autumn 2020” accompanied
by “Implementation Guidelines for Public Health Measures in Higher Education Institutions
(HEIs)” and outbreaks protocols developed in collaboration with experts within the higher education sector and with the Department of Health. This suite of guidance provides robust advice
to higher and further educational facilities on COVID-19 prevention measures, implementation
of which will minimise the risk of infection for all students and staff. Further and Higher Education Institutes should adapt and customise these recommendations for their own particular
settings, adhering at all times to the overarching Public Health principles on which the guidance
is predicated.
As Higher Education Institutions are autonomous, and as such are academically independent
and are entitled to regulate their own academic affairs and administrative processes, including
in relation to access to laboratory facilities, and as there are a wide range of courses with practical laboratory elements, students are encouraged to approach their institutions directly if they
have any queries in relation to the lab-based elements of their course.
However, my Department is continuing to work with all stakeholders to identify mitigating
actions which can be implemented.
Technological Universities

10/02/2021WRGG01100

581. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the progress made to date on Dundalk Institute of Technology
becoming a technological university under the Technological Universities Act 2018; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6567/21]
10/02/2021WRGG01200

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): The development and progression of technological universities is an established policy objective of Government in the context of overarching national strategy on higher
education landscape restructuring and this is underscored in the commitment in the current
Programme for Government.
10/02/2021WRGG01300

Under the statutory framework provided in the Technological Universities Act 2018, two
or more IoTs may jointly seek TU designation through a prescribed legislative process. Section
29 of the 2018 Act provides for the application jointly by two or more applicant institutes to
the Minister of Education and Skills for an order seeking designation as a TU subject to their
jointly meeting specified eligibility criteria. Section 38 of the 2018 Act provides that an applicant institute and an established technological university may apply to the Minister for an order.
In June 2020, Dundalk Institute of Technology launched a new three-year strategic plan in
which the Institute articulates a mission to be a leader for higher education and craft apprenticeships, and the engine for growth and social cohesion in North Leinster-South Ulster through the
achievement of TU status and strengthened cross-border alliances.
The Department understands that in this context the Institute has been exploring with a
number of TU development consortia and with TU Dublin the potential for mergers under the
relevant legislative framework. The Department has not been directly involved in any such
discussions. As autonomous higher education institutes established under statute, it remains a
matter for the governing body of an Institute of Technology to set the institute’s particular strategic pathway within the higher education landscape, including whether or not to seek joint TU
designation through the prescribed legal processes.
On 7 October 2020, together with the Higher Education Authority (HEA), I announced
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the first funding allocations under the new TU Transformation Fund. Total funding allocated
amounted to €34.33 million. Dundalk IT was invited to make a submission under the fund given
its stated commitment to becoming a TU which it did and was allocated €0.76m.
The HEA has indicated its willingness to work with and support the Institute to facilitate
a process placing it on a trajectory to achieve TU status. This includes the services of a HEA
advisor on higher education policy to assist the Institute as an external advisor going forward.
It is understood the HEA is currently awaiting a vision document from the Institute which will
assist in this regard.
Subject to the assistance received, it remains a matter for the governing body of Dundalk IT
to advance its proposals under the TU agenda accordingly.
Question No. 582 answered with Question No. 577.
Science Foundation Ireland

10/02/2021WRGG01500

583. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation and Science the number of vacancies by job title in Science Foundation
Ireland; the length of time each post has been vacant; and the estimated full year cost of filling
each vacant post in tabular form. [6624/21]
10/02/2021WRGG01600

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): The following positions are vacant at Science Foundation Ireland:
10/02/2021WRGG01700

No. of vacancies Title

Length of time post vacant

Estimated full year cost

1

Grants Compliance Manager

Advertised 4th February, 2021

€76,638

1

Partnership Programme Manager

Advertised 27th January, 2021

€76,638

Science Foundation Ireland continues to develop its workforce plan. It is anticipated that
further vacancies will be advertised during Q1 2021.
Institutes of Technology

10/02/2021WRGG01800

584. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if the major refurbishment works on the north and south block
buildings at Dundalk Institute of Technology has commenced; the estimated cost of works; and
when these works will be completed. [6625/21]
10/02/2021WRGG01900

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): The refurbishment works on the DKIT campus will be delivered on a phased
basis out to 2023, with planning and design now well advanced.
10/02/2021WRGG02000

Work on the North block is due to commence in Q2 2021, with work on the South block due
to commence in Q2 2022. The STEM extension element of the project is at tender stage, with
work due to commence in Q2 2021.
While all works are currently projected to be completed by Q3 2023, this timeline may be
impacted by COVID-19 related restrictions.
The Exchequer commitment towards the overall project is €18.4m.
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Youthreach Programme

10/02/2021WRGG02100

585. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the number of Youthreach coordinators in the Louth and Meath
Education and Training Board who have received payment above their annual salaries and
qualification allowances since 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6668/21]
10/02/2021WRGG02200

Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I am informed by Louth Meath Education and
Training Board (LMETB) that no Youthreach coordinator in the ETB received payments above
their annual salaries and qualification allowances since 2016.
10/02/2021WRGG02300

Education and Training Boards

10/02/2021WRGG02400

586. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the number of external training contractors running courses in
County Meath under the Louth and Meath Education and Training Board in 2019; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6669/21]
10/02/2021WRGG02500

Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The use of external training contractors is an
important part of an Education and Training Board’s (ETB) ability to provide responsive and
agile training solutions to meet the needs of community and industry and is a common practice
across ETBs.
10/02/2021WRGG02600

I have been informed by Louth Meath Education Training Board that four external training
contractors ran courses in County Meath in 2019.
Erasmus+ Programme

10/02/2021WRGG02700

587. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation and Science the engagement he had with Minister for the Economy, Diane Dodds and the Department for Economy in Northern Ireland on the Erasmus+ scheme and
its extension to students in Northern Ireland beyond Brexit; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6783/21]
10/02/2021WRGG02800

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): In October 2020, I had a productive virtual meeting with Minister Dodds,
who has responsibility for further and higher education policy in Northern Ireland, where I advised the Minister of the Government’s decision to ensure that Northern Ireland students could
continue to access the Erasmus programme.
10/02/2021WRGG02900

Officials in my Department are now engaging with institutions in Northern Ireland, and
Minister Dodd’s Department is being kept apprised of this work. I hope to meet Minister Dodds
again in the near future.
Apprenticeship Programmes

10/02/2021WRGG03000

588. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation and Science the number of apprentices that have been stopped from quali10/02/2021WRGG03100
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fying or advancing to the next year due to the disruption to off-the-job training; the contingency
plans in place to deal with the backlog as soon as it is safe for apprentices and staff to return;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6795/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Apprenticeship is primarily a contract of employment which incorporates a minimum of 50% on-the-job training with off-the-job training
which is delivered in a number of different ways according to the apprenticeship programme.
This ranges from remote or online learning to one day per week in an education institution or, in
the case of craft apprenticeships, in periods of 10-35 week placements in Education and Training Boards (ETBs) or Institutes of Technology/Technological Universities. Many academic and
vocational courses in the further and higher education and training sector also incorporate work
placements, however these learners are not employees for the full duration of their course.
10/02/2021WRGG03200

Waiting times for electrical and certain other craft apprenticeships are linked to physical
capacity in ETB Training Centres and Institutes of Technology/Technological Universities. Pre
COVID-19 the rapid rate of recovery of craft apprentice registrations due to the recovery of the
construction sector was placing the existing off-the-job training facilities under stress.
In March 2020, all face to face off-the-job training for craft apprenticeship programmes
was suspended. The closure of the education and training sector to face to face delivery of
training between March and September 2020 resulted in the immediate loss of approximately
2,200 training places on phase 4 & 6 craft apprenticeships (April intake) and in the region of
2,000 phase 2 training places over the period of the closure. In addition to the immediate loss of
places, the return to face to face training in September was subject to strict Covid-19 measures
which has resulted in the reduction of available places.
Other apprenticeships in areas which were amenable to remote delivery moved fully online
or were modified to allow for greater flexibility between on-the-job and off-the-job elements of
the programmes. Unfortunately, it was not possible to deliver this flexibility in programme provision or assessment in the practical elements of craft apprenticeships (Phases 2, 4 and 6) due
to the need to access workshops and equipment together. This, with the simultaneous closure of
the construction sector, meant that apprentices’ progress through their programme was delayed.
The following measures have been taken to ameliorate the ongoing impacts of the Covid-19
measures on craft apprentices and to move to reduce waiting times for off-the-job training for
certain craft apprenticeships:- An alternative assessment approach was delivered for the theory assessments for up to
2,500 craft apprentices who had been close to finishing their phase of training at the time of
the shutdown in March. Outstanding practical assessments were prioritised for completion in
September 2020, with over 1,000 apprentices completing practical assessments and their phase
of training.
- Craft apprentices who had had their off-the-job training interrupted in March 2020 were
prioritised for a return to training from 31 August (ETB training centres) and from 10 September (Institutes of Technology and TU Dublin).
- Additional trainer posts have been sanctioned on a temporary basis where ETBs have
identified a need for additional staff to deliver off-the-job training within Covid-19 guidelines.
- €12m has been provided in Budget 2021 to support additional places which will mitigate
against the effect of smaller apprenticeship class sizes and catch up on lost provision in spring
and summer 2020.
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- SOLAS and the HEA have issued calls for proposals to all craft apprenticeship training
providers to identify additional capacity that could be developed for apprenticeship training.
- The HEA and SOLAS are also engaging further in relation to the curricula to see what
parts can be delivered online and are working with the sector to see which elements of craft apprenticeship might be amenable to blended learning.
Following the 6 January 2021 Government advice to minimise movement, off-the-job training for craft apprentices moved to primarily online delivery. This approach is now continuing
into February due to the extension of the Level 5 pandemic restrictions until the 5th March.
There will be a focus on theory-based elements of the curriculum during this period, and teaching and learning supports will be provided by Education and Training Boards, Institutes of
Technology and the Technological Universities.
Apprentices due to begin off-the-job training during February and March will commence
their training online. If a return to onsite training is possible during February, adequate notice
will be provided to apprentices, training providers and other stakeholders. More detail is provided on the website www.apprenticeship.ie.
The information requested in relation to the number of apprentices that have been stopped
from qualifying or advancing to the next year due to the disruption to off-the-job training is currently being compiled by SOLAS and will be forwarded to the Deputy once available.
Erasmus+ Programme

10/02/2021WRGG03300

589. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation and Science the estimated cost to allow students from Northern Ireland to
continue to access the Erasmus+ programme; if the cost includes financial support for colleges
to host more Erasmus students from across Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6796/21]
10/02/2021WRGG03400

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): The estimated cost for facilitating the continued access to Erasmus mobilities by higher education students from Northern Ireland is approximately €2.1m per year. The
question of funding incoming students does not arise, as they are funded by their own authorities.
10/02/2021WRGG03500

Erasmus+ Programme

10/02/2021WRGG03600

590. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation and Science if the funding for Erasmus+ applicants from Northern Ireland
will contribute to the overall Erasmus funding allocation in exchange for permission for applicants from Northern Ireland to be eligible; if not, if it will be funded on a per students basis; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6797/21]
10/02/2021WRGG03700

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): As part of its decision to facilitate the continued access by NI higher education students to Erasmus mobilities, the Irish Government committed to funding the cost of this
decision from its own resources.
10/02/2021WRGG03800
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Erasmus+ Programme

10/02/2021WRGG03900

591. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if he will address a matter raised in correspondence (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6920/21]
10/02/2021WRGG04000

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious that students will wish for clarity as soon as possible in
regard to the format of the 2021-2022 academic year. However given the evolving public health
situation it is not possible at this time to provide any concrete information on what the new
academic year may look like. I would encourage students to engage with their higher education
institution regarding their plans for the 2021 academic year in advance of booking student accommodation.
10/02/2021WRGG04100

The Higher Education Authority which acts as the National Agency for the Erasmus+ Higher Education programme, is optimistic that Erasmus study abroad opportunities will continue to
be maintained for third-level students in the 2021-2022 academic year. Students and staff will
have the opportunity to undertake a physical mobility to their chosen destination should the circumstances surrounding international travel and the Covid-19 pandemic permit this. Students
can also undertake a blended mobility approach, combining a period of physical mobility with a
period of virtual learning. If international travel is not possible, students can do a virtual mobility for the entire duration of their Erasmus experience.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine in Ireland is a matter for the HSE and the Department
of Health, and therefore I cannot speculate as to when the vaccine will be available for any
particular group of people. The majority of students fall into the 14th vaccination allocation
group “Aged 18-54 years who did not have access to the vaccine in prior phases” and as the
national vaccination programme ramps up more information will become available as to when
this group can expect to be vaccinated.
Whether there is a change to the start date of the 2021 academic year will be dependent on
the arrangements for the Leaving Certificate class of 2021. On February 5th Minister Foley
announced a new phase of planning for the State Examinations which will include both the
provision of Leaving Certificate examinations and exploring a corresponding non-examination
process. Bilateral discussion to ensure a pathway for progression for 2021 Leaving Certificate
students have begun, and information on these arrangements and any consequent change to the
academic calendar in third level institutions will be communicated as soon as possible.
Ministerial Meetings

10/02/2021WRGG04200

592. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the status of his latest engagement with EU research ministers;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7005/21]
10/02/2021WRGG04300

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): I have had several opportunities to engage virtually with European Research
Ministers since my appointment. This is a very important time for the European research and innovation agenda as we begin the implementation of the new framework for European research
and innovation policy and roll out our new EU investment programme. One of the few positives
of the pandemic is that it has demonstrated the importance of working together to find solutions
to the very significant global challenges we face.
10/02/2021WRGG04400
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I am working with my European counterparts to ensure that we have the policy tools in
place to realise the full potential of the contribution that research and innovation can make to
addressing wider economic, social and environmental challenges over the next decade. At our
most recent meeting, we discussed what we need to do to promote attractive research careers
across Europe. Researchers are at the heart of a country’s research and innovation performance
and we need to ensure that Europe is best placed to develop, attract and retain the best researchers.
I also recently participated in the launch of the new EU investment programme for research
and innovation. Horizon Europe, which has a budget of €95.5 billion, will have a critically important role to play in enabling our best researchers and innovators to find solutions to the meet
the challenges ahead from climate change to digitalisation to health.
Regrettably to date, engagement with my European counterparts has been virtual. But I look
forward to meeting them in person when circumstances allow.
Research and Development

10/02/2021WRGG04500

593. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science the plans in place for a European research area forum for transition; the priorities of the research area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7006/21]
10/02/2021WRGG04600

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): The European Research Area (ERA), which was launched in 2000, aims
to achieve a single research area in which researchers, scientific knowledge and technology
circulate freely. There have been many significant achievements over the last 20 years, however progress has slowed in recent years. Member States agree that a renewed commitment is
required at national level to reinvigorate the ERA and ensure we maximise the economic and
social impact of our investment in research and innovation.
10/02/2021WRGG04700

The ERA Forum for Transition will enable the Commission and Member States to work
together to agree an approach to implement the ERA priorities. The ERA Forum had its first
meeting on the 4 February 2021 and agreed an ambitious work programme for the rest of the
year to ensure the effective implementation of the ERA priorities. Officials from my Department are participating in the Forum.
The four ERA priorities agreed by the EU-27 in December 2020 are:
- Ensuring the framework conditions to deepen the ERA are in place, such as promoting
attractive careers for researchers, facilitating data sharing and maximising potential synergies
between EU and national systems;
- Leveraging the significant contribution that research and innovation can make to achieving
our wider policy objectives by embedding research and innovation policy in other areas such as
climate change, health, digital and industrial policy;
- Increasing the visibility and relevance of research and innovation for society and encouraging the public to engage in science; and
- Promoting inclusiveness in the broadest sense such as reducing fragmentation and disparities between Member States and ensuring a renewed focus on gender equality.
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Student Accommodation

10/02/2021WRGG04800

594. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation and Science if a situation (details supplied) has been brought to his attention; the engagement he has had with this particular institution with a view to allowing the students to have a refund of their campus rent for the time they do not spend physically on campus
due to Covid-19 restrictions; if his attention has been further drawn to similar situations in other
third level institutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7051/21]
10/02/2021WRGG04900

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): I am conscious of the challenges faced by students regarding student accommodation this year due to both financial pressures, and the blended learning format of the
2020/21 academic year.
10/02/2021WRGG05000

The Deputy will be aware that the university sector has been actively engaging with these
issues. As a result of the decision to minimise on-site teaching, all universities have confirmed
that students who opted to leave their university-owned student accommodation as a result
reduced on-campus activity will be offered refunds or rental credits. The processing of these
refunds is a matter for the universities themselves, and any student who wishes to receive a
refund for their on-campus accommodation should engage directly with their university’s accommodation office.
In relation the University of Limerick specifically I have been informed that students were
given until 31st October to cancel their accommodation and receive a full refund. Students who
chose to leave their accommodation after 31st October due to the remote format of the academic year have been offered a rental fee credit. I will continue to liaise with the sector through
the Irish Universities Association to encourage the availability of fair solutions to students in
university-owned student accommodation.
However this applies only to accommodation owned by the universities themselves. In the
case of privately-owned student accommodation, I am urging providers to be flexible in finding solutions given the circumstances that students find themselves. There are, however, no
powers available to me under the current legal framework to direct any particular course of action. Refund or cancellation policies in student accommodation should be set out in the license
agreement signed at the beginning of the academic year. In the first instance students should
engage with their accommodation provider to see if an arrangement can be reached. If this is
not possible, students have access to the Dispute Resolution Services of the Residential Tenancies Board.
I have asked my officials to continue to engage with the sector and to keep me updated on
relevant developments in this important area.
Student Universal Support Ireland

10/02/2021WRGG05100

595. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if pandemic unemployment payments will be assessed as reckonable income for special rates of SUSI grants in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7103/21]
10/02/2021WRGG05200

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is available to eligible
students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the terms and con10/02/2021WRGG05300
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ditions of funding, including those relating to residency, means, nationality and previous academic attainment.
The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for SUSI to
determine. For the 2020/21 academic year, student grant applications will be assessed based on
gross income from all sources for the period 1st January 2019 to 31st December 2019.
The COVID-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment was first implemented by the Department of Social Protection (DSP) in March 2020 for employees and self-employed people who
had lost their employment due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. The Social Welfare (Covid-19) (Amendment) Act 2020 establishes the COVID-19 Pandemic Unemployment
Payment as a social insurance benefit scheme separate from other social protection statutory
schemes including the Supplementary Welfare Allowance and Jobseeker Allowance and Jobseeker Benefit schemes.
For student grant purposes, the Covid-19 payment has been treated as reckonable income
for the SUSI means assessment process since it was introduced in March. This means that the
Covid-19 payment is treated in a similar fashion to other Department of Social Protection payments such as Jobseekers Benefit/Allowance, thus ensuring a consistency of approach and an
equitable treatment of students and their families in the SUSI means assessment process.
All applications are assessed nationally with reference to the terms and conditions of the
relevant student grant scheme. The terms and conditions of funding are applied impartially to
all applicants.
However, if a student or party to their application experiences a change in circumstances
that is not a temporary change and is likely to continue for the foreseeable future, they can apply
to have their application assessed under the change in circumstances provision of the relevant
Student Grant Scheme. The income of all parties to the application will be assessed or reassessed on the current year (2020) and they may also be asked to provide evidence of the current
year’s (2020) income.
Any student who believes their student grant application has been assessed incorrectly may
also avail of the opportunities to appeal to SUSI and subsequently to the independent Student
Grant Appeals Board.
The statutory based Student Grant Scheme and Student Support Regulations are reviewed
annually by my Department, following consultation with various stakeholders. It is anticipated
that the Student Grant Scheme and Student Support Regulations for the 2021/22 academic year
will be published in early April 2021. Students attending college in the academic year 2021/22
will be required to submit their grant application to SUSI (via www.susi.ie) to have their eligibility for grant assistance assessed.
English Language Training Organisations

10/02/2021WRGG05400

596. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation and Science when the International Education Mark will be implemented;
when his Department will publish details on the implementation process including the commencement date, details of the public consultation process and other actions that will need to be
carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7104/21]
10/02/2021WRGG05500

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): The International Education Mark (IEM) is a key component of the Gov10/02/2021WRGG05600
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ernment’s policy for the English language education sector and is intended to provide a quality
framework for the provision of education to international learners. The IEM will be administered by Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI), the national agency with responsibility for
external quality assurance and qualifications across the further, higher and adult education sectors.
Only providers that meet QQI’s quality assurance procedures and standards will be allowed
to carry the IEM. Once fully implemented, the IEM will be linked to the student immigration
system and therefore only providers authorised to use the IEM will be eligible to recruit international students.
The legislative provisions necessary to facilitate the introduction of the IEM are contained
in the Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) (Amendment) Act 2019 .
While this legislation is now in place, a considerable amount of preparatory work is required to
facilitate the full implementation of the IEM.
To obtain the IEM, providers will have to demonstrate compliance with requirements on
corporate fitness, quality assurance and the protection of enrolled learners, alongside key criteria and practices surrounding the recruitment and admission of international students, information provision, student welfare, cultural awareness and academic support provisions. In addition, providers will also be required to satisfy conditions relating to the recruitment, training
and the cessation of employment of staff. These criteria, practices and conditions will be set
out in an IEM Code of Practice which will be developed by QQI in consultation with relevant
stakeholders.
My Department and QQI will prioritise the work to develop and implement the key precursor measures that are necessary to facilitate the introduction of the IEM including the development of specific Ministerial Regulations for corporate fitness assessments and the establishment
of a new national scheme for the Protection of Enrolled Learners. While it is not possible at this
stage to provide a definitive commencement date for the IEM, it is my Department’s intention
that substantial progress will be made on advancing the IEM in 2021.
The rollout of the IEM will be an important element of Ireland’s response to the challenges
of international student recruitment caused by the COVID-19 pandemic for both the higher
education and English language education sectors. The pandemic has reinforced the urgent
need for more comprehensive regulation of the English language education sector based on a
clear statutory basis. The introduction of the IEM will enable the State to take a larger and more
active role in supporting and promoting the English language education sector overseas.
Student Grant Scheme

10/02/2021WRHH00200

597. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science his plans to support students enrolled in graduate medical programmes during the pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7114/21]
10/02/2021WRHH00300

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded
to students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed
conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means.
10/02/2021WRHH00400

To satisfy the terms and conditions of the Student Grant Scheme in relation to progression,
a student must be moving from year to year within a course, having successfully completed the
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previous year or be transferring from one course to another where the award for the subsequent
course is of a higher level than the previous course.
Students pursuing GEM programmes do so as second degree courses and consequently are
not eligible for free fees funding or for student grants. However, in order to widen access to
GEM programmes, and give assistance towards the financial burden on each student pursuing
these programmes, the fees of participating EU students are partly subsidised by the State via
the Higher Education Authority (HEA).
Institutions participating in the graduate medical programme have been requested to provide accompanying services and supports to facilitate the participation of disadvantaged students in the programme. Details of these services and supports are available from the relevant
institution.
Students on graduate entry medicine courses may be eligible to apply to the Student Assistance Fund for financial support. The SAF guidelines provide that students with a previous
higher education qualification at the same NFQ level, or who, in the past, attended higher education without ultimately obtaining a qualification, may be considered for support on a case-bycase basis and subject to available funding.
In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may also be available in respect of tuition
fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commissioners
website, www.revenue.ie.
Student Grant Scheme

10/02/2021WRHH00500

598. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if he will consider approving institutions (details supplied) for
the purposes of SUSI or the back to education schemes for mature students who would otherwise be eligible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7115/21]
10/02/2021WRHH00600

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): Under the Department’s student grant scheme, eligible applicants may
receive funding provided they are attending an approved course at an approved institution as
defined in the scheme. The definition of an approved institution is set out in Section 7 of the
Student Support Act 2011 and Regulation 3 of the Student Support Regulations 2020.
10/02/2021WRHH00700

The Deputy will be aware that I recently announced a review of the SUSI grant scheme. It
is anticipated that this review will commence shortly and will report back to me in late 2021. It
is intended that the future direction of the SUSI scheme will be guided by the outcome of the
review.
It remains open to higher education institutions that operate on a ‘for profit’ basis to use their
own resources to provide financial supports to any of their students that they consider to be in
particular need.
Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) is administered by the Department of Social Protection (DSP). Further enquiries in respect of the BTEA should be referred to DSP.
There are other supports available to prospective mature students. For example, Springboard+ is a specific initiative that strategically targets funding of free part-time higher education courses to enable unemployed people to upskill or reskill in areas where there are identified
302

10 February 2021

labour market skills shortages or employment opportunities. It provides free or 90% funded
upskilling and reskilling higher education opportunities in areas of identified skills needs. The
courses, which are at Level 6 (Higher Certificate) to Level 9 (Master’s Degree) on the National
Framework of Qualifications, are being delivered in public and private higher education institutions around the country. Further information may be obtained from the website https://
springboardcourses.ie/.
Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax office or from the Revenue Commissioners
website www.revenue.ie
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRHH00800

599. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 287 of 21 January 2021,
if third-level students from Ireland studying in Northern Ireland and not in receipt of a SUSI
grant cannot access the once-off payment of €250 for students. [7174/21]
10/02/2021WRHH00900

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): In Budget 2021, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, funding was provided
in recognition of the exceptional situation students have experienced. Financial assistance will
be provided to all SUSI eligible students and to EU full-time undergraduate and postgraduate
students attending publicly funded Higher Education Institutions in the state.
10/02/2021WRHH01000

EU full-time students outside of the SUSI system must be registered in a publicly funded
higher education provider in the State to avail of this allocation.
In terms of other Irish nationals studying abroad, the provision of supports to Irish citizens
based on nationality alone with the exclusion of other EU nationals would be contrary to EU
law. It is therefore not possible to provide supports based on Irish citizenship alone. Instead
the measure applies to all of those qualifying for SUSI grants, wherever they are studying and
those of EU nationality at publicly funded higher education institutions in the State. Additionally a key administrative feature of the fund is that it is being implemented with the assistance
of publicly funded institutions in the State under the remit of my Department.
The main support available to assist students with the cost of higher education is the Student
Grant Scheme. Students attending approved undergraduate courses in Northern Ireland can apply for a maintenance grant provided they meet the terms and conditions of the Student Grant
Scheme. There is also a special derogation contained within the Student Support Act 2011
which provides supports for postgraduate students attending courses in Northern Ireland. Such
students may be eligible for assistance towards their postgraduate fees up to the maximum fees
limit of €6,270 or a Postgraduate Fee Contribution of €2,000 subject to satisfying the terms and
conditions of the Student Grant Scheme 2020. There is no other provision under the student
grant scheme for the payment of fees to students studying outside of the State.
Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on
this tax relief is available from the Revenue Commissioners on www.revenue.ie.
Students may also wish to contact the relevant college in Northern Ireland for advice on the
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type and range of supports that are available in that particular institution.
SOLAS Training and Education Programmes

10/02/2021WRHH01100

600. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science when he expects SOLAS to make its classes, including those for
the Safe Pass card, available for remote learning; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7303/21]
10/02/2021WRHH01200

Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work
(Construction) Regulations 2013, craft and general construction workers, persons undertaking
on-site security work and persons or classes of persons as may be prescribed by the Minister are
required to hold a safety awareness registration card (Safe Pass card). In March 2020 the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation amended these regulations to extend the expiry
dates of valid Safe Pass cards due to expire after 1 March 2020 for the duration of the Covid-19
emergency period.
10/02/2021WRHH01300

The delivery of Safe Pass courses is currently suspended in accordance with public health
measures and SOLAS is actively examining alternative delivery methods. It is necessary to ensure that any alternative delivery model is equitable with existing Safe Pass, CSCS and QSCS
course delivery, in being accessible to all eligible workers, providing real time course participant supports and ensuring assessment integrity.
Student Grant Scheme

10/02/2021WRHH01400

601. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science if student grant income thresholds will be increased for the
2021-2022 academic year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7342/21]
10/02/2021WRHH01500

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Deputy Simon Harris): The Student Grant Scheme contains a number of qualifying thresholds for
various grant values. These gradations allow students just over a threshold margin, to remain
in receipt of a grant, albeit at a reduced rate that reflects their relative income vis-à-vis other
applicants.
10/02/2021WRHH01600

The scheme provides for different levels of income thresholds where families have (i) less
than 4 dependent children (ii) between 4 and 7 dependent children and (iii) 8 or more dependent
children. In recognition of the additional cost to families where more than one person is attending college, income thresholds may also be increased by up to €4,830 for each additional family
member attending college at the same time. In this way, the Student Grant Scheme is responsive
to the individual circumstances of particular families.
Budget 2021 provided for enhanced postgraduate supports from next year including the fee
grant amount rising from €2,000 to €3,500 and the income threshold for eligibility for these
grants to increase from €31,500, now €54,240. This is an initial step in meeting part of the Government’s commitments regarding SUSI grant support.
The Deputy will be aware that I recently announced a review of the SUSI grant scheme. It
is anticipated that this review will commence shortly and will report back to me in late 2021.
This review will consider issues such as income thresholds and grant rates. It is intended that
304

10 February 2021

the future direction of the SUSI scheme will be guided by the outcome of the review.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRHH01700

602. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice if estate agents can operate during
level 5 restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7451/21]
10/02/2021WRHH01800

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Minister for Health is primarily responsible for our overall national Covid-19 strategy. The Property Services Regulatory Authority (PSRA) is the independent statutory body established under the Property Services
(Regulation) Act 2011, with responsibility to licence and regulate property services providers
(auctioneers, estate agents, letting agents and property management agents).
10/02/2021WRHH01900

To be of assistance I have contacted the Property Services Regulatory Authority (PSRA)
who have supplied the following information about the current guidance developed by them in
this regard.
On 19 May 2020, the PSRA in association with the Institute of Professional Auctioneers &
Valuers (IPAV) and the Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland (SCSI) issued the Joint Sector
Protocol for Property Services Providers (PSPs). The Protocol is intended to ensure strict precautions are taken to provide the highest standards of safety in the sales, lettings, valuations and
managements of properties in the best interest of clients, consumers, employees, employers and
those who are categorised as being at risk or at high risk of Covid-19.
This document gives detailed guidelines for consideration prior to arranging a viewing of
a property, what happens during a viewing, post viewing tasks and what to do when a rental
agreement is reached including:
- Confirm whether respective client is cocooning or in an at risk category and if so, identify
any additional precautionary measures that may be required.
- Agree with the owner/occupier that they will not be in the property at the time of viewing.
- Agree with owner/occupier and note all touch points in the dwelling for the property service provider (PSP) to sanitise after viewing (e.g. door handles, light switches etc.).
- Agree with owner/occupier the use of official Covid-19 signage at locations throughout the
property to act as a useful reminder to viewers to follow the HSE rules.
- Pre-booked private appointment viewings only.
- Contact viewer(s) in advance to confirm booking and advise of controls in place and that
HSE Covid-19 official instructions must be adhered to during viewings.
- PSPs should ask viewers to remain a reasonable distance from the property (e.g. remain in
car) until given permission by the PSP to enter the property.
Following on from the Governments publication of the Plan for Living with Covid-19, the
PSRA in association with IPAV and SCSI published the Property Services Providers Guidance
to implementing the Plan for Living with Covid-19 which set out additional measures to be
undertaken at the different levels outlined within the Plan. An updated version of this Guidance
issued in January 2021, to take into account the enhanced restrictions currently in place.
Both the Protocol and the Guidance are subject to the Government, HSE and Department
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of Health guidelines on these matters. The full documents are available to view on the Property
Services Regulatory Authority website at: www.psr.ie.
Road Traffic Offences

10/02/2021WRHH02000

603. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice the number of breaches detected via the HGV permit tracker application that were referred to An Garda Síochána for fine
and penalty point issuing; the number of fine payments that were paid or are outstanding for
2020, respectively; the individual quantum of fine and the total value for 2020; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [6353/21]
10/02/2021WRHH02100

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested the information sought
by the Deputy from the Garda authorities and I will contact the Deputy directly once the information is to hand.
10/02/2021WRHH02200

Northern Ireland

10/02/2021WRHH02300

604. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice if consideration will be given
to the set up a State-backed pension scheme in respect of victims living in this jurisdiction including injured victims of the Dublin and Monaghan bombings and survivors and victims of
other terrorist attacks within the State in the context of victims and survivors in troubles-related
legacy cases. [6354/21]
10/02/2021WRHH02400

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, this Government
is deeply conscious of the enduring suffering and hardship that survivors of Troubles-related
attacks bear. The Government has always sought to acknowledge and address the legitimate
needs and expectations of victims’ families and survivors of Troubles-related attacks in this
jurisdiction.
10/02/2021WRHH02500

A substantive measure in this regard was the establishment of the Remembrance Commission in 2003, to administer a Scheme of acknowledgment, assistance and remembrance for
victims of the Northern Ireland conflict, and their families, in this jurisdiction. The Commission
continued in this work until 2008 and administered Acknowledgement payments, Economic
Hardship payments, Displacement payments and Medical payments for victims’ families and
those who were seriously injured in Troubles-related incidents in this jurisdiction. The Remembrance Commission also funded memorials.
On the conclusion of the Commission’s term of appointment, special arrangements were put
in place to ensure that victims resident in the jurisdiction who require ongoing medical treatment for injuries sustained in bombings and other incidents arising from the Troubles may have
these costs reimbursed through the Victims of Crime Office of my Department. This scheme
continues to this day.
The Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal makes awards to people who have suffered
an injury sustained within the State on or after 1st October, 1972. The tribunal considers applications from people who suffer a personal injury or death as a result of a crime of violence.
Ex gratia compensation may be awarded on the basis of any vouched out of pocket expenses,
including loss of earnings experienced by the victim or, if the victim has died as a result of the
incident, by the dependents of the victim.
The Government is committed to addressing the legacy of the past, which, as the Deputy
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will be aware, is a difficult and complex challenge. The Stormont House Agreement provides
for a number of initiatives that will establish an overarching framework to address the past and
the Government is fully committed to playing its part in implementing those measures for the
benefit of victims and their families.
Court Accommodation

10/02/2021WRHH02600

605. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Justice the status of plans to refurbish the
old courthouse in Tuam, County Galway, which has lain idle and is derelict for ten years (details
supplied); and the timeline for the new facility to be built. [6379/21]
10/02/2021WRHH02700

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the provision of accommodation for court
sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service which is independent in its functions.
10/02/2021WRHH02800

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the
Courts Service has provided the following update on this matter.
The National Development Plan 2018-2027 includes a number of Courthouse development
projects including Tuam. The Government has recently announced a review of the NDP to 2030
and I am informed that the Courts Service envisages that Tuam will be delivered within the latter half of this revised and extended timeframe.
The courthouse building in Tuam, which is a protected structure, has been vacant for some
time and is in very poor condition. The Courts Service envisages providing a new courthouse
on the site of the old courthouse and an adjoining site which it has acquired for this purpose.
Assistance has been sought from the OPW to determine if all or part of the existing structure
can be included in a new development and to provide modern courts facilities on the site. In
the meantime, court sittings in Tuam are taking place in a leased facility at Weir Road, Tuam.
Garda Vetting

10/02/2021WRHH02900

606. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Justice if a legal lacuna (details supplied) will be addressed which is causing serious issues for early years providers; if she will instruct her officials to engage with the relevant officials in the Department of Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration and Youth in order to address the issue; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [6388/21]
10/02/2021WRHH03000

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Garda National Vetting Bureau processes vetting for relevant organisations registered with the Vetting office whose employees
(paid or otherwise) are conducting “Relevant Work or Activities” as defined in Schedule 1, Part
1 and Part 2 of the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Acts 2012 to
2016.
10/02/2021WRHH03100

I am aware of the issue to which the Deputy refers and my officials will be engaging with
their counterparts in the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth
with a view to resolving this matter as soon as is practicable.

10/02/2021WRHH03200

Crime Data
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607. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice when the Drogheda scoping
report will be published; and if she will provide other relevant details in relation to the matter.
[6432/21]
10/02/2021WRHH03300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be aware, the former
Director of the Probation Service, Mr Vivian Geiran, recently completed the scoping exercise
in question and prepared a report on his findings. I have received the report and I am currently
considering the findings therein. My officials are drafting an action plan and will consult on it
with other relevant Departments and agencies.
10/02/2021WRHH03400

I look forward to publishing the report in the coming weeks so that work with the local
community and elected representatives on bringing forward the recommendations of Mr Geiran
to improve the quality of life of the residents of Drogheda and the surrounding areas can commence.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRHH03500

608. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice the steps being taken to ensure that Covid-19 certificates produced on entry to the country are authentic and not fraudulent. [6439/21]
10/02/2021WRHH03600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): From midnight on 15 January 2021, all
passengers arriving into Ireland by air or ferry are required to produce evidence of a negative/
not detected RT-PCR Covid-19 test, taken up to 72 hours prior to arrival.
10/02/2021WRHH03700

Regulations under the Health Act 1947 underpin these new requirements. Under these Regulations, passengers are legally required to produce evidence of a negative/not detected result
from an RT-PCR Covid-19 test when boarding a ferry or aircraft and will be denied boarding by
the carrier if they cannot produce such evidence unless they fall into the very limited exemption
categories.
Checks of evidence of a negative/not detected RT- PCR Covid-19 test on all arriving passengers into the State are carried out by Immigration Officials of the Border Management Unit
of my Department and An Garda Síochána at ports of entry to the State. All cases where a test
result is not available, or where the authenticity of the test result documentation is queried, are
referred for further investigation to An Garda Síochána who have a presence at all approved
ports of entry to the State.
Since the introduction of these Regulations on 16 January 2021, and up to and including
7 February 2021, there have been 47,706 arrivals at Dublin Airport, with 170 cases (0.35%)
referred to An Garda Síochána for further investigation. Two cases of suspected fraudulent test
results were referred to An Garda Síochána for further investigation at Dublin Airport.
Passengers who arrive in an Irish port or airport without evidence of a negative/not detected
test result or with a confirmed fraudulent test result will commit an offence and may be subject
to prosecution, punishable by a fine not exceeding €2,500 and/or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 6 months, or both. In such cases, An Garda Síochána will prepare a file for the Director of Public Prosecutions.
Work Permits

10/02/2021WRHH03800

10/02/2021WRHH03900

609. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice if a person (details supplied) will be
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given permission to work; if the application for a work permit will be expedited; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [6441/21]
Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): For reasons of confidentiality I am unable
to comment on any individual immigration or international protection case. The health and
well-being of all people who apply for international protection is of the highest priority to me
and my Department and to the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and
Youth who are responsible for providing accommodation and related supports to people in the
protection process.
10/02/2021WRHH04000

More generally, there are a number of reasons why the State may not be responsible for
examining a person’s application for international protection, and consequentially, the granting
of a labour market permission. For example, such reasons may include that an applicant has
previously made an asylum application in another EU Member State or that another Member
State has already granted a person an international protection status.
Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie) which
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary
questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Criminal Assets Bureau

10/02/2021WRHH04100

610. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 507 of 8 December 2020, the reason for the discrepancy between the amount seized
and amount sent to the Exchequer in each year. [6457/21]
10/02/2021WRHH04200

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, responsibility for the identification, tracing, freezing, and ultimate confiscation of criminal assets does
not rest with a single body in Ireland and is spread across a number of different agencies and
statutory bodies, not all of which are within the responsibility of the Department of Justice. The
relevant bodies include An Garda Síochána, the Criminal Assets Bureau, the Revenue Commissioners, the Chief State Solicitors Office, the Director of Public Prosecutions and the Courts. It
should be noted that in some cases, funds seized represent overdue or unpaid personal taxation.
10/02/2021WRHH04300

I understand that, in accordance with the provisions of the Proceeds of Crime Acts 19962016, the Criminal Justice Act 1994, as amended, and SI No. 418/2011, all confiscations relating
to the proceeds of crime are transferred to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform to
be paid into the Exchequer. It is from this central fund that the Government draws expenditure
on all necessary public services and investment including for communities affected by crime.
I am informed that the disparity between what is seized in a given year and that which is
returned to the Exchequer can be explained by reference to three primary considerations:
1. Firstly, section 4 of the Proceeds of Crime Acts 1996-2016, under which the Criminal
Assets Bureau vests seized assets in the Exchequer, cannot be invoked until the expiration of a
seven year period from the date of seizure. Thus, if property is seized by CAB in 2020, under
ordinary circumstances, that property cannot vest in the Exchequer until 2027. This seven year
time period is set out in the section 4 of the PoCA, and can only be dispensed with on the consent of the Respondent.
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2. Secondly, for a variety of reasons e.g. depreciation, notoriety associated with asset, condition etc. the values attributed to assets at seizure may not be the value realised by the sale of
those assets.
3. Thirdly, receivership costs including the cost of securing, managing, storing, valuing and
selling an asset will need to be deducted from the gross sales value to ascertain the amount returned to the Exchequer.
In addition to the above, on some occasions assets which the Criminal Assets Bureau have
seized and obtained an order over, following an application to the High Court, can be returned
to a third party, i.e. an injured party. A case in point is the Abacha case where the Bureau returned funds in 2020 to the Nigerian Government and not the Exchequer.
The activities of the Bureau are reported on each year in its Annual Report and can be found
at www.cab.ie. The Deputy may wish to note that the 2020 Annual Report is currently being
drafted and will be published later in the year.
Prisoner Releases

10/02/2021WRHH04400

611. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the funding given to the TRAIL
programme run under PACE annually. [6472/21]
10/02/2021WRHH04500

612. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons temporarily housed through TRAIL in 2019 and 2020, respectively. [6473/21]
10/02/2021WRHH04600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 611 and
612 together.
10/02/2021WRHH04700

TRAIL is part of the Peter McVerry Trust (PMVT) organisation and was established in
2004. It provides transitional high quality accommodation to offenders released from prison,
who would otherwise be homeless. The project aims to reduce client’s risk of re-offending by
alleviating the stresses which homelessness creates.
Programmes and services provided by the TRAIL include six months accommodation placement for both male and females released from custody. TRAIL supports reintegration into the
community, including sourcing accommodation for independent living, sourcing employment
and training opportunities, and the provision of counselling and therapy services.
My Department through the Probation Service provide a contribution annually of €72,000
towards this service for clients from within the Criminal Justice system.
TRAIL have advised that for both 2019 and 2020 the organisation supported 50 and 52
clients respectively, with transitional residential accommodation in PMVT Housing Service of
which approximately 60% in each year were Probation Service clients.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRHH04900

613. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons fined for
breaches of the Covid-19 five-kilometre movement restrictions in Cork; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [6558/21]
10/02/2021WRHH05000

10/02/2021WRHH05100

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, responsi310
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bility for policing the current Public Health regulations rests with the Garda Commissioner.
Further, responsibility for the legislation underpinning the Public Health response lies with my
colleague, the Minister for Health.
I am advised by the Garda authorities the Fixed Charge Processing System (FCPS) reports
on the number of fines which have been recorded. However, it is not possible to report on the
number of persons fined as FCPS does not have a unique person identifier. Further, the 5km
limit applies to exercise, and so the relevant offence for the FCPS in this case is leaving home
without a reasonable excuse (aka movement of persons).
I am advised by the Garda authorities that, as of 3 February, a total of 264 fines for movement of persons (leaving home without a reasonable excuse) have been issued across the three
Cork Divisions.
The Deputy may wish to note that An Garda Síochána continue to use the ‘Four E’s’ approach in line with their strong tradition of community policing and policing by consent. This
sees Garda members Engage with, Encourage and Educate members of the public on public
health advice and regulations, with Enforcement used only as a last resort.
Both the Policing Authority and the Gardaí provide regular reports and updates of An Garda
Síochána’s efforts during this difficult time and I am pleased to note that both the Authority and
the Commissioner have noted high levels of compliance by the public and positive interaction
between Gardaí and communities.
Visa Applications

10/02/2021WRHH05200

614. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice the status of a visa application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6564/21]
10/02/2021WRHH05300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The applicants referred to by the Deputy
submitted an application for a residence card to the Immigration Service of my Department on
20 October 2020. Processing of these applications is ongoing. As each application is examined on its own merits, the Immigration Service is unable to give an exact timeframe for their
completion. However, I am advised that a decision will issue in the coming weeks.
10/02/2021WRHH05400

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (INISOireachtasMail@justice.ie),
which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases
where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Family Support Services

10/02/2021WRHH05500

615. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice if she will address the issue of
parent alienation; her plans to address same; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6599/21]
10/02/2021WRHH05600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am aware that increasing attention is
being drawn to the area of certain family relationships termed parental alienation. Indeed, the
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice and Equality Report on Reform of the Family Law
System includes a recommendation that consideration be given as to whether laws should be
10/02/2021WRHH05700
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amended to take into account situations where one parent is wrongfully influencing their child
or children against the other parent, thereby creating unfair and unwarranted alienation that can
be destructive and life lasting.
This is a very complex area and I am planning for research to be carried out on parental
alienation by my Department this year.
The Deputy will be aware that Government is committed to modernising the operation of the
Family Justice system, to ensure we have more efficient and user-friendly family court system
that puts the family at the centre of its work. In parallel with the establishment of a dedicated
Family Court structure as envisaged by the forthcoming Family Court Bill, my Department has
also established Family Justice Oversight Group which will agree a high-level vision and key
medium and longer-term objectives for the development of a national family justice system.
The development of sensible, comprehensive and sensitive family law procedures, particularly
for vulnerable families, will be central to the new system.
Garda Equipment

10/02/2021WRJJ00200

616. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of new Garda
vehicles allocated to the Garda armed support unit in 2019 and 2020, in tabular form. [6614/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ00300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the
management and administration of An Garda Síochána. In addition, the allocation of Garda
resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This
includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles. As Minister, I have no role in these
matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their
optimum use.
10/02/2021WRJJ00400

I am pleased to have secured significant capital investment to be made in An Garda Síochána, including a total of €46 million specifically for the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021.
This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads
and in the community to prevent and tackle crime. The allocation of these and all other vehicles
in the fleet is entirely a matter for the Commissioner and his management team.
I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number of new Garda vehicles allocated to
the Garda Armed Support unit in 2019 and 2020 is as follows:
2019
2020

Allocations
0
10

I am further informed that the total number of vehicles assigned to the Armed Support Unit
as of 3 February 2021 is:
Cars
36

Vans
3

Mbikes
0

4x4
0

Garda Resources
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Others
0

Total
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617. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the budget allocation to the
Garda national drugs and organised crime bureau in 2020 and 2021, in tabular form. [6615/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ00600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Under the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the
Garda Commissioner is responsible for carrying on and managing the administration and business of the organisation as well as for the allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified
operational demands. As Minister, I have no role in those matters.
10/02/2021WRJJ00700

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the table below details the total expenditure for
the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau in the year 2020.
Year
2020

Expenditure
€ 13,214,450

It is envisaged that the budget allocated to the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime
Bureau for 2021 will be in line with the prior year and will meet all operational requirements.

10/02/2021WRJJ00800

Road Traffic Offences

618. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary
Question No. 505 of 8 December 2020, if she has received the necessary information from An
Garda Síochána to answer same, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6616/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ00900

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will appreciate that the Garda
Commissioner is responsible for the management and administration of An Garda Síochána including decisions on the recruitment and deployment of personnel and resources. I, as Minister,
have no direct role in such matters.
10/02/2021WRJJ01000

I have further requested information from the Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter
and will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.
Garda Recruitment

10/02/2021WRJJ01100

619. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary
Question No. 712 of 29 September 2020, if she has received the necessary information from An
Garda Síochána to answer same. [6618/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ01200

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Parliamentary Question 712 of 29 September 2020 refers to the estimated cost to have 15,420 sworn Gardaí by the end of 2021; and
the estimated cost for same to be increased to 16,200 by the end of 2022.
10/02/2021WRJJ01300

I can confirm that a substantive response to Parliamentary Question 712 of 29 September
2020 was issued to the Deputy on 30 October 2020. A copy is attached for convenience.
To be of further assistance, I have asked the Garda authorities to provide updated information. I am advised that any such estimate is subject to a wide range of assumptions.
I am informed that at 31 December 2020, there were 14,491 Garda Members. It is estimated
that 330 Members will leave the Garda organisation between 1 January 2021 and 31 December
2021. Therefore, in order to have 15,420 sworn Garda Members by 31 December 2021, 1,259
new Members would have to be attested in 2021.
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The table below as provided to me by the Garda authorities sets out the payroll costs relating to the hire of Gardaí in 2021 to 2022. Payroll costs for new Garda recruits include an initial
basic allowance of €184 per week. After 32 weeks of training, Garda recruits are attested and
move on to the first point of the Garda pay scale, which is €31,600. I am informed that this is
the pay scale that is expected to be in operation on completion of training in August 2021.
The figures include Employer’s PRSI and an estimation of allowances which Garda members may qualify for depending on their assignments. This annual cost increases each year as
the members move up the Garda Pay scale.
2021 intake (1259 trainees)
2022 Intake (1110 trainees)
Total Sworn Members

2021€
29,476,517

2022€
59,334,281
25,988,034
16,200

15,420

These calculations are based on the assumption that all trainees commence training on 1
January, that all those members retiring or resigning do so on 1 January and that in both 2021
and 2022 an estimated 330 Members retire or resign from An Garda Síochána.
The figures relate to the costs of the newly attested Gardaí only and any savings relating to
retirements or resignations are excluded. The projected costs do not take into account any pay
increases that may occur from 1 January 2021.
Garda Data

10/02/2021WRJJ01400

620. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of external expert consultants on retainer or engaged by the Garda national economic crime bureau; and the
number of cases the bureau secured a conviction on in each of the years of 2019, 2020 and to
date in 2021, in tabular form. [6619/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ01500

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will appreciate that the Garda
Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling generally the administration and
business of An Garda Síochána, and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.
10/02/2021WRJJ01600

I have requested information from the Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter and
will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.
Citizenship Applications

10/02/2021WRJJ01700

621. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Justice if citizenship can be fast-tracked
for essential workers in the healthcare system in view of their work on the Covid-19 frontline;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6627/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ01800

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I recognise the crucial role frontline workers are continuing to play in responding to the threat of COVID-19. They work in a challenging
environment and deal with vulnerable people on a daily basis. Their exceptional commitment
has been particularly clear throughout the pandemic, during which they have been playing a key
role in preventing the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
10/02/2021WRJJ01900

All applications for a certificate of naturalisation are processed and assessed individually
inaccordance with legislation. There are no provisions to apply different criteria depending on
the category of employment of the applicant. All applicants are required to meet minimumpe314
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riods of reckonable residence and standard checks are carried out as part of the overall process
to maintain its integrity.
Due to the restrictions imposed as a result of the pandemic, I have provided six extensions
of immigration permission to 20 April 2021, to ensure that those requiring an immigration permission to work in the state could continue to do so including those providing frontline services.
I am conscious that a significant backlog has built up regarding the granting of citizenships
due to the inability to hold in person ceremonies during Covid-19. Unfortunately, the pandemic
has prevented the holding of such ceremonies, which are usually attended by hundreds of people and which have become a welcome addition to our public and civic life.
I was pleased to recently announce that a temporary system is now in place that will enable
citizenship applicants to complete their naturalisation process by signing a statutory declaration
of loyalty. This signed statutory declaration replaces the requirement for citizenship applicants
to attend citizenship ceremonies, which have been temporarily suspended during COVID-19.
Under the temporary new system, up to 4000 qualifying applicants will be asked to complete a statutory declaration that will be sent to them by email from the Citizenship Division of
the Immigration Service of my Department and bring it to one of the listed designated officials.
The designated official must witness the applicant sign the statutory declaration. The applicant
must then send the signed statutory declaration, the appropriate fee and any other requested
documentation to Citizenship Division. Final processing will then take place and a certificate of
naturalisation, will be sent to the applicant.
The new system is in place from 18 January 2021, and my Department will communicate
with applicants regarding the requirements, on a phased basis over the next few months until
in-person citizenship ceremonies are able to recommence.
It is expected that the 4,000 applicants currently waiting on naturalisation will have been
provided with an opportunity to gain citizenship by the end of March and I am pleased to say
that more than 500 certificates have already issued this week. A significant number of healthcare
and other frontline workers who have made extraordinary contributions during the pandemic
will also benefit from these new arrangements over the coming weeks and months.
It remains my intention that large scale ceremonies will recommence once circumstances
allow. Since their establishment in 2011, citizenship ceremonies have been joyous occasions
which mark the granting of Irish citizenships in a dignified manner and they have become a
welcome addition to our public and civic life. In-person ceremonies have been provisionally
scheduled to resume in December 2021, subject to the safety of all involved being assured.
Residency Permits

10/02/2021WRJJ02000

622. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 680 of 13 January 2021, if the email address for queries in relation to the status of
individual immigration cases referred to in the response will be provided; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [6634/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ02100

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): There are a number of avenues available
to public representatives to raise matters with me or directly with officials of my department in
respect of individual immigration queries. The Oireachtas Mail facility (INISOireachtasMail@
justice.ie) has been specifically established for this purpose and is available to Members of the
Oireachtas and MEPs who were elected in the State. My Department endeavours to respond to
10/02/2021WRJJ02200
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all queries within the shortest possible timeframe.
Deputies can, of course, also raise matters through the Parliamentary Questions process or
can make representations on behalf of a person or a group by writing to my Office by post or
by e-mail or by telephone.
Address: Department of Justice, 51 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, D02 HK52
Email: info@justice.ie
Telephone: (01) 602 8202
Lo-call: 1890 221 227
Applicants can also contact the Immigration Service of my department directly regarding
their immigration case, by telephone, email, in writing or through an online contact page. Full
details are available at: http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/contact.
International Relations

10/02/2021WRJJ02300

623. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice if she has spoken virtually
with her Australian counterpart since her appointment; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [6677/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ02400

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have not yet spoken to the Australian
Minister for Home Affairs, the Hon Peter Dutton MP, since my appointment as Minister for
Justice in June 2020.
10/02/2021WRJJ02500

Garda Equipment

10/02/2021WRJJ02600

624. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice the age of the trucks attached to the Garda water unit; if there are plans to replace either truck in 2021; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [6678/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ02700

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda
Commissioner is responsible by law for the management of An Garda Síochána, including the
deployment of resources. As Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.
10/02/2021WRJJ02800

However I am informed by Garda authorities that there are two trucks, listed as ‘Others’ in
the table below, currently assigned to the Garda Water Unit Fleet. These trucks are 15 and 16
years old respectively.
I am further informed that there are no plans to replace trucks allocated to the Water Unit
in 2021. The purchase and allocation of vehicles is made on the basis of identified operational
demands and the availability of resources.
I am advised by Garda authorities that the allocation of Garda vehicles is monitored and
reviewed on a continual basis to ensure the best match with operational requirements.
Garda Water Unit Fleet as on Feb 3rd 2021
Age
1- 3yrs

Car
0

Van
2

Mbikes
0
316

4x4
2

Others
0

Total
4
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Age
3-6yrs
6-10 yrs
Over 10 yrs
Total

Car
0
0
0
0

Van
0
0
0
2

Mbikes
0
0
0
0

4x4
2
0
1
5

Others
0
0
2
2

Total
2
0
3
9

Garda Equipment

10/02/2021WRJJ02900

625. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice the number of marked and
unmarked Garda vans, 4x4 vehicles and jeeps attached to the Garda collision forensic investigation unit as of 1 February 2020 and 2021, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [6679/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ03000

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the
management and administration of An Garda Síochána. In addition, the allocation of Garda
resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This
includes responsibility for the allocation to the Garda fleet. As Minister, I have no role in these
matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their
optimum use.
10/02/2021WRJJ03100

I am pleased to have secured significant capital investment to be made in An Garda Síochána, including a total of €46 million specifically for the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021.
This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads
and in the community to prevent and tackle crime. The allocation of these and all other vehicles
in the fleet is entirely a matter for the Commissioner and his management team.
I am informed by the Garda authorities that there are 10 unmarked vans assigned to the
Garda Collision Forensic Investigation Unit at 3 February 2021. This was the same total for 3
February 2020.
Visa Applications

10/02/2021WRJJ03200

626. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice the number of visa applications processed in each processing office in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [6680/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ03300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): There are currently seven overseas Visa
Offices in addition to the Visa Office in Dublin. These are located in Abuja, Beijing, London,
Moscow, Ankara, Abu Dhabi and New Delhi. Additionally, the Department of Foreign Affairs
processes certain visa applications in Irish Embassies abroad under delegated sanction from my
Department.
10/02/2021WRJJ03400

The tables below set out the number of visa applications processed or decided in 2019, 2020
and to date in 2021.
As the Deputy will appreciate, the figures for 2020 and to date in 2021, reflect the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on the demand for and processing of visa applications. Most recently,
as part of ongoing Government efforts to tackle the pandemic, new visa requirements have been
introduced for passport holders from a number of South American countries and South Africa.
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The Order and the associated measures came into effect at midnight on 27 January 2021.
The Immigration Service of my Department has also temporarily ceased accepting new
visa/preclearance applications, with effect from close of business on 29 January 2021. It is
intended to resume accepting applications as soon as safety concerns abate. Certain Priority/
Emergency cases will continue to be processed and these include the following:
- Workers or self-employed persons exercising critical occupations including healthcare
workers, frontier and posted workers as well as seasonal workers as referred to in the Guidelines concerning the exercise of the free movement of workers during the COVID-19 outbreak;
- Transport workers or transport service providers, including drivers of freight vehicles carrying goods for use in the territory as well as those merely transiting;
- Patients travelling for imperative medical reasons;
- Pupils, students and trainees who travel abroad on a daily basis and Third-country nationals travelling for the purpose of 3rd level study;
- Persons travelling for imperative family or business reasons;
- Diplomats, staff of international organisations and people invited by international organisations whose physical presence is required for the well-functioning of these organisations,
military personnel and police officers, and humanitarian aid workers and civil protection personnel in the exercise of their functions;
- Passengers in transit;
- Seafarers;
- Journalists, when performing their duties.
If an application falls into one of these categories, an application can be made online in the
usual way.
Office
Abu Dhabi
Abuja
Addis Ababa
Amman
Ankara
Athens
Bangkok
Beijing
Belgrade
Berlin
Berne
Boston
Brasilia
Bratislava
Brussels

Applications processed per location (2019)
Total Decided
11034
6616
339
318
5991
511
1527
18305
1494
2071
641
355
45
38
425
318
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Office
Bucharest
Budapest
Buenos Aires
Cairo
Canberra
Chicago
Copenhagen
Dar-es-Salaam
Freetown
Hanoi
Helsinki
INIS Dublin
Jakarta
Kampala
Karachi
Kiev
Kuala Lumpur
Lilongwe
Lisbon
Ljubljana
London
Lusaka
Luxembourg
Madrid
Manila
Maputo
Mexico
Monrovia
Moscow
Nairobi
New Delhi
New York
Nicosia
Oslo
Ottawa
Paris
Prague
Pretoria
Riga
Riyadh
Rome
San Francisco
Seoul

Applications processed per location (2019)
Total Decided
1075
110
316
1422
529
642
344
214
124
973
156
1359
2954
459
3086
4744
151
231
170
362
9723
315
107
536
3535
97
1895
5
19008
640
29718
1338
91
201
546
1141
235
1258
372
4487
600
1505
39
319
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Office
Shanghai
Singapore
Sofia
Stockholm
Tallinn
Tehran
Tel Aviv
The Hague
Tokyo
Valletta
Vienna
Vilnius
Warsaw
Washington
Zagreb
Total

Applications processed per location (2019)
Total Decided
1829
712
768
209
114
501
218
870
131
48
325
59
301
374
36
153,018

Office
Abu Dhabi
Abuja
Addis Ababa
Amman
Ankara
Athens
Bangkok
Beijing
Belgrade
Berlin
Berne
Bogota
Boston
Brasilia
Bratislava
Brussels
Bucharest
Budapest
Buenos Aires
Cairo
Canberra
Chicago
Copenhagen
Dar-es-Salaam
Freetown

Applications processed per location (2020)
Total Decided
3048
2016
48
55
1780
99
331
3477
362
453
136
13
85
18
8
117
280
30
37
453
109
142
67
86
33
320
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Office
Hanoi
Helsinki
INIS Dublin
Jakarta
Kampala
Karachi
Kiev
Kuala Lumpur
Lilongwe
Lisbon
Ljubljana
London
Lusaka
Luxembourg
Madrid
Manila
Maputo
Mexico
Moscow
Nairobi
New Delhi
New York
Nicosia
Oslo
Ottawa
Paris
Prague
Pretoria
Riga
Riyadh
Rome
San Francisco
Seoul
Shanghai
Singapore
Sofia
Stockholm
Tallinn
Tehran
Tel Aviv
The Hague
Tokyo
Valletta

Applications processed per location (2020)
Total Decided
340
30
672
434
135
1291
1159
55
47
50
121
2337
111
26
106
1118
33
199
3408
179
12344
249
10
54
81
293
62
446
95
1261
169
291
15
80
210
106
57
23
172
63
224
41
65
321
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Office
Vienna
Vilnius
Warsaw
Washington
Zagreb
Total

Applications processed per location (2020)
Total Decided
63
11
98
79
7
41,803

Office
Abu Dhabi
Abuja
Addis Ababa
Amman
Ankara
Athens
Bangkok
Beijing
Belgrade
Berlin
Berne
Boston
Bratislava
Bucharest
Budapest
Buenos Aires
Cairo
Canberra
Chicago
Dar-es-Salaam
Freetown
Hanoi
Helsinki
INIS Dublin
Jakarta
Kampala
Karachi
Kiev
Kuala Lumpur
Lilongwe
Lisbon
Ljubljana
London
Lusaka
Manila

Applications processed per location (2021)
Total Decided
154
95
2
2
47
9
9
74
20
11
1
3
1
4
1
2
6
2
5
1
3
22
1
31
7
6
129
32
1
1
1
2
43
14
86
322
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Office
Mexico
Moscow
Nairobi
New Delhi
New York
Nicosia
Oslo
Ottawa
Paris
Prague
Pretoria
Riga
Riyadh
Rome
San Francisco
Singapore
Sofia
Stockholm
Tallinn
Tehran
Tel Aviv
The Hague
Tokyo
Valletta
Vienna
Warsaw
Washington
Zagreb
Total

Applications processed per location (2021)
Total Decided
1
25
15
1022
7
1
1
1
5
1
52
2
83
4
5
15
7
1
1
8
1
1
2
2
1
7
2
1
2,102
Legislative Programme

10/02/2021WRJJ03500

627. Deputy Colm Brophy asked the Minister for Justice if she will introduce legislation
to amend section 252 of the Children’s Act 2001 to allow the courts discretion in the naming
of children who have been the victims of crime; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[6697/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ03600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): It is clear to me that the effect of Section
252 of the Children Act 2001, as recently ruled by the Court of Appeal ruling in DPP v. E.C.
and Media Outlet, is having a profoundly negative impact on grieving parents who are unable
to remember their deceased children’s names or legacies in public. Being unable to speak publicly about how they want their children to be remembered is wrong and I have committed to
changing that.
10/02/2021WRJJ03700

I brought proposals to Cabinet this week to resolve this issue. I have secured Government
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approval to support a Bill in the Seanad presented by Senator Michael McDowell, subject to
acceptance of the necessary Government amendments. The Bill is scheduled for second stage
in the Seanad next week. Government time will be made available for committee stage in the
coming weeks at which point the relevant Government amendments will be introduced.
I ask that all parties, across the Dáil and Seanad, co-operate in passing the necessary amendment to change Section 252 of the Children Act as quickly as possible in order to give grieving
parents back the power to speak publically about their children. I am confident that with the
cooperation of the members in both Houses we can have this legislation enacted before the end
of March.
Of course any changes to the Children Act will have to be carefully considered to ensure
they are consistent with the key principle of the best interests of the child. This is important
as the section to be amended was designed to protect child witnesses as well as victims in the
criminal justice process.
I understand that issues have also arisen on foot of the ruling regarding cases with respect
to persons who were children at the time of the offence but adults when the proceedings were
taken against the perpetrators. I am also working to address the effect of the ruling in the context
of the legislative amendments that might be required to address this particular matter.
While I am determined to progress these changes as quickly as possible, it is important that
in taking forward any legislative amendments, full consideration is given to all potential issues
in order to avoid any unintended consequences the changes might give rise to.
Residency Permits

10/02/2021WRJJ03800

628. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice if she will provide details
of the procedure to be followed to update stamp residency status in the case of a person (details
supplied) who is unable to update a passport due to Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [6757/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ03900

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An application for a renewal of an Atypical Working Scheme visa on behalf of the person referred to by the Deputy was received by
my department on 12 June 2020. To date, the application fee of €250.00 has not been received.
10/02/2021WRJJ04000

The requirement for this fee is legislated under Statutory Instrument No. 324 of 2013. No
application can be deemed to be accepted until this fee has been paid and evidence of the payment is provided to my Department.
Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
my department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (INISOireachtasMail@justice.ie),
which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases
where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Coroners Service

10/02/2021WRJJ04100

629. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Justice if provision will be made to
facilitate inquests relating to bodies uncovered at mother and baby institutions; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [6807/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ04200
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688. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice the dialogue there has there been
with the coroner whose jurisdiction includes Bessborough, Cork with respect to the holding of
inquests for the deaths associated with the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home as provided
for under the Coroners Act 1962; if there have been requests for inquests; if so, the number; the
way in which they have they been responded to; if the coroner has informed her of conclusions
they have reached under S1.7-F33 (1); if not, if she will seek their views; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [7461/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ04300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 629 and
688 together.
10/02/2021WRJJ04400

Coroners are statutory officers exercising quasi-judicial functions, in relation to which they
are completely independent. It is a matter for individual Coroners how to conduct any death
investigation or inquest in accordance with their statutory functions. Individual families may
wish to contact the relevant coroner for further details. All coroners’ contact details can be
found on www.coroners.ie.
With regard to the Mother and Baby homes, this Government is committed to advancing
legislation proposed by the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth –
the Certain Institutional Burials (Authorised Interventions) Bill. The legislation will provide for
the establishment of a dedicated Agency to undertake a forensic standard excavation of the site,
exhumation and, where possible, identification of the remains, and provide for their respectful
reinterment.
This legislation will support intervention at any site where intervention is reasonably required and will effectively displace the relevant statutory and independent roles of both the
Gardaí and the Coroner in this particular regard. In particular, the Bill will disapply the exhumation process in section 47 of the Coroners Act 1962.
I have assured the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth of the
full cooperation of my Department and its Agencies in implementing the actions set out in the
legislation.
Crime Prevention

10/02/2021WRJJ04500

630. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice if she will review all existing
approaches to reducing knife crime in Ireland and consider best practice in other jurisdictions in
which knife crime has been successfully tackled with a view to implementing positive actions
here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6860/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ04600

Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy James Browne):
The Government is very conscious of the dangers presented by knife crime, and indeed all
violent assaults. Clearly any stabbing has the potential to cause irreparable physical harm and
tragic consequences and the Government is determined to ensure that similar problems to those
which have developed in neighbouring jurisdictions do not develop here in Ireland.
10/02/2021WRJJ04700

My Department is keeping the law in relation to sentencing for knife crimes, as well as all
other policies around knife crimes, such as targeted interventions, under review. This includes
considering approaches adopted in other jurisdictions to reduce violent crime, including knife
crime.
The Garda Commissioner and I have agreed we should carry out further analysis on the
level of violent crime in our society, including with our colleagues in public health.
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We discussed drawing lessons from international examples, such as Scotland and London.
Although their challenges were significant and perhaps greater than ours, we can still learn from
their approach.
The Deputy will be aware that the mission of An Garda Síochána is ‘Keeping People Safe’.
This is a simple message, but a very deep one, and An Garda Síochána keep policing practices
and strategies under review with a view to providing the best possible responses.
Knives, knife crime, and crime in general, are classified differently across jurisdictions so
accurate comparisons are not readily available. With that in mind, it should be noted that research in the UK points to tougher sentencing, generally, not being seen as an effective strategy
for reducing knife crime.
There is a comprehensive and robust legal framework in place with respect to knife crime,
including heavy penalties for breaches of the laws concerned. Under the Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, the maximum penalty for a conviction for possessing a knife
in a public place without good reason or lawful authority was increased from one to five years.
This is a more severe penalty when compared to the UK where the maximum sentence is
four years for possession of a knife or other offensive weapon.
Crime Data

10/02/2021WRJJ04800

631. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Justice if the theft of bikes under
threat of violence with or without offensive weapons is becoming a growing pattern of crime;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6873/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ04900

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested a report from the Garda
authorities on the information requested but unfortunately, the report could not be furnished in
the time provided. I will write to the Deputy as soon as the report is to hand.
10/02/2021WRJJ05000

Garda Recruitment

10/02/2021WRJJ05100

632. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice her views on providing an exemption for the requirement of two languages to enter An Garda Síochána for persons who
otherwise meet the criteria but have a learning difficulty relating to learning languages such as
dyslexia; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6905/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ05200

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Garda Síochána (Admissions & Appointments) Regulations, 2013 and Statutory Instrument 470/2013 govern entry to An Garda
Síochána.
10/02/2021WRJJ05300

Subject to the provisions of these Regulations, a person is only eligible to apply for admission as a trainee where, on the closing date specified in the advertisement for the competition
for the vacancy to which the admission relates, he or she has proven proficiency in 2 languages,
one of which shall be either English or Irish.
Regarding future considerations on eligibility for entry into An Garda Síochána, the Deputy
may already be aware that an Expert Review Group has been established to examine the issue
of Garda recruitment, entry pathways and recruit education. This is a commitment under A Policing Service for our Future, the Government’s implementation Plan for the recommendations
in the Report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland. The Group will examine
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a variety of matters relating to the recruitment of members to An Garda Síochána. The Group
operates in an advisory capacity and will submit a report to the Garda Commissioner within 12
months. The question of any revision to the admission regulations will be considered in light of
the Group’s recommendations.
Assisted Suicide

10/02/2021WRJJ05400

633. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice if her Department has conducted
an analysis of the Dying with Dignity Bill 2020; if so, the conclusions of such analysis; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [6927/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ05500

648. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice if her Department has conducted
an analysis of the Dying with Dignity Bill 2020; if so, the conclusions of such analysis; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [7100/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ05600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 633 and
648 together.
10/02/2021WRJJ05700

As the Deputy will appreciate, the issue of assisted dying is a very complex issue which
gives rise to medical, ethical and moral issues, as well as criminal justice and constitutional issues.
The issues fall within the remit of both the Departments of Justice and Health.
The Bill as originally proposed is now subject to pre-committee scrutiny where it will be
examined in detail. The Department of Justice has not concluded its analysis of the Bill and that
analysis will be informed, in part, by submissions made as part of the pre-committee scrutiny.
Departmental Correspondence

10/02/2021WRJJ05800

634. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice if matters raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; if clarity will be provided in relation to
the questions raised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6961/21]
10/02/2021WRJJ05900

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy refers to correspondence concerning a series of ongoing independent UK police investigations or reviews into Northern
Ireland legacy cases that are collectively described as the Kenova cases and are headed up by
former Chief Constable Jon Boutcher.
10/02/2021WRJJ06000

The Deputy will appreciate that the manner in which these police investigations and reviews
are pursued is entirely a matter for Operation Kenova.
The issue of cooperation by An Garda Síochána with Operation Kenova is an operational
matter and one in which I do not have a role. I can however inform the Deputy that there are
arrangements in place which support the mutual co-operation, assistance and exchange of information between An Garda Síochána and the Operation Kenova Investigation Team and that
engagement is ongoing at this time. The Historical Investigation Coordination Unit within An
Garda Síochána will continue to support this partnership.
I can advise the Deputy of my continuing commitment to supporting An Garda Síochána in
pursuing this work and in providing assistance to the greatest extent possible.
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More generally, the Deputy will appreciate that dealing with the legacy of the troubles on
this island is a difficult and complex task. The Stormont House Agreement sets out a series of
useful measures in this regard to establish effective ways to address the legacy of the troubles.
The Government remains fully committed to the implementation of those measures and working in the interests of victims and their families.
Finally, with reference to the specific correspondence raised in this question, I am advised
that there are a number of related pieces of correspondence which are receiving attention and
that a reply will issue shortly.
Citizenship Applications

10/02/2021WRKK00200

635. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Justice the number of essential healthcare workers awaiting a decision on an application for naturalisation and citizenship; the waiting time for completion of these applications; the number of citizenship applications granted in
each of the years 2018 to 2020; the timeframe from submission of an application to the granting
of citizenship; the plans in place to deal with the backlog of current applications; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [6969/21]
10/02/2021WRKK00300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I recognise the crucial role healthcare
workers are continuing to play in responding to the threat of Covid-19. They work in a challenging environment and deal with vulnerable people on a daily basis. Their exceptional commitment has been particularly clear throughout the pandemic, during which they have played a
vital part in preventing the spread of Covid-19.
10/02/2021WRKK00400

All applications for a certificate of naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in
accordance with legislation. There are no provisions to apply different criteria depending on the
category of employment of the applicant and statistics are not maintained by the Immigration
Service of my Department to enable me to provide details of the profession of applicants. All
applicants are required to meet minimum periods of reckonable residence and standard checks
are carried out as part of the overall process to maintain its integrity.
Table 1 as follows sets out the number of certificates of naturalisation granted in each of the
years 2018 to 2020. Table 2 sets out the average time taken to process applications submitted
in each of the same three years.
Table 1: The number of citizenship applications granted in each of the years 2018 to
2020
Year
2018
2019
2020

Number of Certificates Issued
8,221
5,791
5,482

Table 2: Timeframe from submission of an application to the granting of citizenship
Year
2018
2019
2020

Average Processing Time (Months)
10.40
11.6
13.5

I am conscious that a significant backlog has built up regarding the granting of citizenships
due to the inability to hold in person ceremonies during COVID-19. Unfortunately, the pan328
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demic has prevented the holding of such ceremonies, which are usually attended by hundreds
of people and which have become a welcome addition to our public and civic life.
I was pleased to announce last month that a temporary system is now in place that will
enable citizenship applicants to complete their naturalisation process by signing a statutory
declaration of loyalty. This signed statutory declaration replaces the requirement for citizenship
applicants to attend citizenship ceremonies, which have been temporarily suspended during
COVID-19.
Under the temporary new system, up to 4,000 qualifying applicants will be asked to complete a statutory declaration that will be sent to them by email from the Citizenship Division of
the Immigration Service of my Department and bring it to one of the listed designated officials.
The designated official must witness the applicant sign the statutory declaration. The applicant
must then send the signed statutory declaration, the appropriate fee and any other requested
documentation to Citizenship Division. Final processing will then take place and a certificate of
naturalisation, will be sent to the applicant.
The new system is in place from 18 January 2021, and my Department will communicate
with applicants regarding the requirements, on a phased basis over the next few months until
in-person citizenship ceremonies are able to recommence.
It is expected that the 4,000 applicants currently waiting on naturalisation will have been
provided with an opportunity to gain citizenship by the end of March and I am pleased to say
that more than 500 certificates have already issued this week. A significant number of healthcare
and other front-line workers who have made extraordinary contributions during the pandemic
will also benefit from these new arrangements over the coming weeks and months.
It remains my intention that large scale ceremonies will recommence once circumstances
allow. Since their establishment in 2011, citizenship ceremonies have been joyous occasions
which mark the granting of Irish citizenships in a dignified manner and they have become a
welcome addition to our public and civic life. In-person ceremonies have been provisionally
scheduled to resume in December 2021, subject to the safety of all involved being assured.

10/02/2021WRKK00500

Garda Data

636. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Justice the number of bench
warrants outstanding by county as of 31 December 2020; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [6981/21]
10/02/2021WRKK00600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda
Commissioner is, by law, responsible for the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including the allocation of Garda resources in respect of identified operational demands.
As Minister, I have no direct role in these decisions.
10/02/2021WRKK00700

As the Deputy will appreciate, difficulties in relation to the execution of warrants, including
bench warrants, are a long-standing issue for many police services around the world; notably
relating to persons actively seeking to evade detection and where limited identification information might be available to support enforcement. I am assured, however, that An Garda Síochána
execute warrants as expeditiously as possible, giving priority to the execution of warrants relating to serious crimes.
The following table, furnished to me by the Garda authorities, shows the number of outstanding bench warrants as of 31 December 2020 for each Garda Division.
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Division
D.M.R. Eastern
D.M.R. North Central
D.M.R. Northern
D.M.R. South Central
D.M.R. Southern
D.M.R. Western
Kildare Division
Kilkenny/Carlow
Laois/Offaly
Meath Division
Waterford Division
Westmeath Division
Wexford Division
Wicklow Division
Cavan/Monaghan
Donegal
Galway Division
Louth Division
Mayo
Roscommon/Longford Division
Sligo/Leitrim
Clare
Cork City
Cork North
Cork West
Kerry
Limerick
Tipperary

Outstanding Warrants
762
5811
4490
1848
3115
5317
868
668
233
448
394
281
419
467
892
789
833
620
230
170
282
178
1015
325
169
462
989
489

I am informed that these figures were collated based on PULSE data as of 4 February 2021.
As they constitute real time operational data, they are liable to change.
Road Traffic Offences

10/02/2021WRKK00800

637. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary
Question No. 526 of 8 December 2020, if she received the additional information requested
from the Garda Commissioner; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7026/21]
10/02/2021WRKK00900

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Parliamentary Question No. 526 of 8 December 2020 refers to the number of learner drivers detected driving while unaccompanied
under the Clancy Amendment law since 22 December 2018; the number that had their vehicles
seized for driving unaccompanied; and the number that were issued with a fixed charge notice
for driving unaccompanied.
10/02/2021WRKK01000

As you may recall, the information you requested could not be obtained in the time available
and I undertook to contact you again when the information was to hand. The requested information has now been provided by An Garda Síochána.
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As you will be aware, the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2018, known as the Clancy
Amendment, seeks to penalise car owners who knowingly allow their vehicles to be used by an
unaccompanied learner driver. The law allows the owners of these vehicles to be fined and gives
Gardaí the power to seize their cars if being driven by unaccompanied drivers.
I am informed by the Garda authorities that since the legislation was introduced on 22 December 2018, there have been 6,294 incidents in which drivers have had their vehicles seized
under the Clancy Amendment for driving unaccompanied.
I am informed by the Garda authorities that the following table show the number of Fixed
Charge Notices issued in relation to Learner Driver Offences for the years 2016 up to and including 2020.
Offence Description

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

Non Display of L plate (Learner Driver)

3899

3904

3416

3845

4148

Learner Driver Unaccompanied by a Qualified Driver

5812

6222

5187

6145

6709

Non Display of L tabard on motorcycle

73

98

97

110

174

Figures are based on incidents which occurred from 2016-2020 inclusive. All information
contained in this report is based upon operational data from the PULSE and FCPS systems as
was available on 28 January 2021 and is provisional, operational and subject to change.
Road Traffic Offences

10/02/2021WRKK01100

638. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of unaccompanied learner drivers detected per Garda division and station in 2019 and up to 31 October 2020;
the number of learners issued with a fixed charge notice for driving unaccompanied per division
and station; the number of vehicles seized from learners each year for driving unaccompanied
per Garda division and station; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7027/21]
10/02/2021WRKK01200

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Road
Traffic (Amendment) Act 2018, known as the Clancy Amendment, seeks to penalise car owners
who knowingly allow their vehicles to be used by an unaccompanied learner driver. The law
allows the owners of these vehicles to be fined and gives Gardaí the power to seize their cars if
being driven by unaccompanied drivers.
10/02/2021WRKK01300

I am informed by the Garda authorities that 12,443 Fixed Charge Notices have been issued
to learner drivers who were unaccompanied by a qualified driver between 22 December 2018
and 13 December 2020 inclusive.
I am further informed that there was 5,734 incidents in which drivers have had their vehicles
seized under the Clancy Amendment for driving unaccompanied by a qualified driver between
22 December 2018 and 13 December 2020 inclusive.
All information contained in this report is based upon operational data from the PULSE and
FCPS systems as was available on 14 December 2020 and is liable to change.
I have requested further information from the Garda Commissioner in relation to localised
data as requested by the Deputy and will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.
Road Traffic Offences

10/02/2021WRKK01400
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639. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary
Question Nos. 145 of 18 November 2020 and 500 of 8 December 2020, the number of learner
drivers in 2019 and up to 31 October 2020 that did not pay the FCN issued for driving unaccompanied by a qualified driver under the Clancy amendment; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [7028/21]
10/02/2021WRKK01500

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, the Road Traffic
(Amendment) Act 2018, also known as the Clancy Amendment, seeks to penalise car owners
who knowingly allow their vehicles to be used by an unaccompanied learner driver. The law
allows the owners of these vehicles to be fined and gives Gardaí the power to seize their cars if
being driven by unaccompanied drivers.
10/02/2021WRKK01600

I am advised by the Garda authorities that 11,733 Fixed Charge Notices issued in relation to
the offence of Learner Drivers unaccompanied by a qualified driver for the period from January
2019 - October 2020.
I am further advised that:
- 7,608 of these were either paid or are within the payment process.
- 432 were either terminated or became statute barred.
- 3,693 have either gone to summons or have been sent to court.
I am informed that these figures are based on incidents which occurred from 01/01/2019
to 31/10/2020 inclusive and were collated based on data from PULSE and FCPS data as of 8
February 2021. As they constitute real time operational data, they are liable to change.
Road Traffic Offences

10/02/2021WRKK01700

640. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of disqualified
learner drivers who failed to surrender their learner permit in 2018 and 2019 and were summoned to court for the offence; the number convicted each year for this offence; the penalties
imposed each year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7029/21]
10/02/2021WRKK01800

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested information from the
Courts Service and am making further enquiries in relation to this matter. I will write to the
Deputy directly with the information requested when it is available.
10/02/2021WRKK01900

Road Traffic Offences

10/02/2021WRKK02000

641. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of full licence
holders who were disqualified but failed to surrender their driver licence in 2018 and 2019 and
were summoned to court for the offence of failing to surrender; the number convicted each year
for this offence; the penalties imposed each year; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[7030/21]
10/02/2021WRKK02100

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested information from the
Courts Service and I am making further enquiries in relation to this matter. I will write to the
Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.
10/02/2021WRKK02200
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10/02/2021WRKK02300

642. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary
Question No. 501 of 8 December 2020, the number of drivers summoned to court for driving
without a licence, per district court in 2018, 2019 and up to 31 July 2020; the number convicted
per district court in each year; and the fines imposed per district court in each year. [7031/21]
10/02/2021WRKK02400

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am informed by An Garda Síochána that
section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended by section 12 of the Road Traffic Act 2006,
creates the offence of ‘Driving without a Driving Licence’. The penalty for this offence is, upon
summary conviction, a fine not exceeding €1,000, and in any other case, a fine not exceeding
€2,000.
10/02/2021WRKK02500

I am further informed that section 38 (5) of the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended by Section 12 of the Road Traffic Act 2006, provides an increased penalty in respect of a person who
is summarily convicted of the offence of Driving without a Driving Licence and was, at the time
he or she committed the offence, disqualified for holding a driving licence, namely a fine not
exceeding €5,000, or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both.
The following table, provided by the Courts Service, shows the number of drivers summoned to court for driving without a licence, per district court, for 2018 and 2019. 2020 figures
are for the period from January – July 2020.
Please note that the Courts can only provide data in relation to where offence codes provided
on the system were used by prosecutors. Prosecutors may have used uncoded free text offences
and any such offences would not be included in the data provided.
Jan – Dec 2018
Court Area

No. of Persons before the court

No. of Persons convicted

No. of Persons where fines
were imposed

ACAILL

1

ARKLOW
ATHLONE

88

15

15

141

35

22

BALLINASLOE

94

17

17

BANTRY

37

13

9

BRAY

279

39

37

CAVAN

229

11

8

DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

5,383

1,079

1,033

ENNIS

369

103

103

FERMOY

152

19

12

KENMARE

21

9

9

KILKENNY

235

89

84

KILLARNEY

104

38

34

LIMERICK

961

275

273

MACROOM

103

36

28

MANORHAMILTON

13

6

4

MEATH

652

81

75

MONAGHAN

91

4

4

NEWCASTLE WEST

203

54

54

ROSCOMMON

82

16

14

WEXFORD

280

66

52

YOUGHAL

43

11

8

ARDEE

56

3

3

ATHY

80

25

22
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Court Area

No. of Persons before the court

No. of Persons convicted

No. of Persons where fines
were imposed

BALLINA

61

15

15

BANDON

95

34

23

BEAL AN MHUIRTHEAD

8

1

1

BALLAGHADERREEN

21

4

2

BALLYSHANNON

33

3

2

BUNCRANA

62

4

2

CAHIRCIVEEN

15

2

2

CARLOW

218

55

52

CASHEL

133

20

17

CASTLEBAR

114

21

20

CLIFDEN

16

4

4

CLONMEL

99

24

15

CLONAKILTY

51

16

13

CORK CITY

943

337

273

CARRICK ON SHANNON

73

9

8

CARRICKMACROSS

115

4

4

CARNDONAGH

26

4

3

CARRICK ON SUIR

39

13

9

CASTLEREA

23

7

7

AN DAINGEAN

5

4

4

DUNGARVAN

83

12

11

DONEGAL

21

6

2

DROGHEDA

223

15

13

DOIRE AN FHEICH

24

7

4

DUNDALK

220

16

14

AN CLOCHAN LIATH

23

3

2

AN FAL CARRACH

18

1

GALWAY

410

114

71

NA GLEANNTA

12

6

2

GORT

57

13

12

GOREY

227

42

32

KILLALOE

39

10

9

KILCOCK

112

30

28

KILLORGLIN

7

1

1

KILRUSH

58

17

17

LETTERKENNY

215

50

23

LISMORE

17

4

4

LISTOWEL

84

30

27

LONGFORD

207

47

39

LOUGHREA

85

21

19

MALLOW

243

36

23

MIDLETON

182

27

11

MULLINGAR

219

43

33

NAAS

536

83

80

NENAGH

158

11

11

PORTLAOISE

535

91

88

SKIBBEREEN

19

4

3

SLIGO

128

14

11

STROKESTOWN

21

5

3

THURLES

137

21

19

TIPPERARY

76

10

9

TRALEE

191

54

41

TUAM

112

30

26
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Court Area

No. of Persons before the court

No. of Persons convicted

No. of Persons where fines
were imposed

TUBBERCURRY

48

6

5

TULLAMORE

307

68

65

VIRGINIA

167

14

14

WICKLOW

141

23

23

WESTPORT

13

5

5

WATERFORD CITY

390

18

16

Total

17,612

3,633

3,212

Court Area

No. of Persons before the court

No. of Persons convicted

No. of Persons where
fines were imposed

ACAILL

4

4

4

ARKLOW

87

15

15

ATHLONE

130

29

25

BALLINASLOE

104

23

13

BANTRY

43

6

3

BRAY

264

44

43

CAVAN

200

4

4

DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

5,819

1,138

1,068

ENNIS

296

39

37

FERMOY

156

28

18

KENMARE

9

3

3

KILKENNY

263

68

55

KILLARNEY

77

29

16

LIMERICK

940

284

280

MACROOM

94

15

5

MANORHAMILTON

15

1

1

MEATH

580

98

94

MONAGHAN

104

7

4

NEWCASTLE WEST

226

62

61

ROSCOMMON

75

15

11

TRIM

1

WEXFORD

328

46

43

YOUGHAL

42

15

6

ARDEE

84

8

7

ATHY

88

17

13

BALLINA

54

11

11

BANDON

81

28

13

BEAL AN MHUIRTHEAD

9

2

2

BALLAGHADERREEN

27

8

5

BALLINAMORE

1

BALLYSHANNON

44

4

4

BUNCRANA

34

2

1

CAHIRCIVEEN

14

4

3

CARLOW

189

57

49

CASHEL

179

36

27

CASTLEBAR

166

41

40

CLIFDEN

13

2

1

CLONMEL

103

25

16

CLONAKILTY

48

14

5

CORK CITY

1,038

401
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CARRICK ON SHANNON

96

11

10

CARRICKMACROSS

129

4

4

Jan – Dec 2019

335

Questions - Written Answers
Court Area

No. of Persons before the court

No. of Persons convicted

No. of Persons where
fines were imposed

CARNDONAGH

34

1

CARRICK ON SUIR

35

8

6

CASTLEREA

32

10

10

AN DAINGEAN

20

4

4

DUNGARVAN

81

9

4

DONEGAL

19

1

1

DROGHEDA

295

27

25

DOIRE AN FHEICH

24

9

7

DUNDALK

300

29

27

AN CLOCHAN LIATH

24

2

1

EDENDERRY

1

AN FAL CARRACH

8

3

GALWAY

288

77

NA GLEANNTA

6

1

GORT

74

28

28

GOREY

286

29

27

KILLALOE

33

7

7

KILCOCK

96

14

12

KILLORGLIN

8

3

3

KILRUSH

36

5

4

LETTERKENNY

185

24

9

LISMORE

22

4

LISTOWEL

57

11

9

LONGFORD

261

57

51

LOUGHREA

111

27

25

MALLOW

233

45

14

MIDLETON

212

38

16

MULLINGAR

217

39

28

NAAS

785

124

112

NENAGH

146

15

15

PORTLAOISE

510

85

82

SKIBBEREEN

12

4

2

SLIGO

139

11

11

STROKESTOWN

24

4

3

THURLES

139

13

12

TIPPERARY

88

8

8

TRALEE

218

65

52

TUAM

99

23

13

TUBBERCURRY

39

3

3

TULLAMORE

328

53

49

VIRGINIA

143

5

5

WICKLOW

148

16

16

WESTPORT

17

5

5

WATERFORD CITY

477

26

23

Total

18,564

3,620

3,129

Court Area

No. of Persons before the court

No. of Persons convicted

No. of Persons where
fines were imposed

ACAILL

1

ARKLOW

49

8

8

ATHLONE

76

8

8

BALLINASLOE

49

20

17

53

Jan – 31 July 2020
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Court Area

No. of Persons before the court

No. of Persons convicted

No. of Persons where
fines were imposed

BANTRY

16

BRAY
CAVAN

119

12

12

77

3

1

DUBLIN METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

1,919

233

211

ENNIS

165

32

32

FERMOY

53

1

1

KENMARE

3

KILKENNY

123

26

25

KILLARNEY

32

10

5

LIMERICK

489

116

116

MACROOM

33

3

2

MANORHAMILTON

4

MEATH

253

35

34

MONAGHAN

28

NEWCASTLE WEST

93

26

26

ROSCOMMON

47

14

14

WEXFORD

171

15

10

YOUGHAL

14

3

1

ARDEE

26

1

1

ATHY

38

2

2

BALLINA

29

2

2

BANDON

28

4

1

BEAL AN MHUIRTHEAD

1

BALLAGHADERREEN

9

1

1

BALLYSHANNON

13

BUNCRANA

21

1

CAHIRCIVEEN

9

1

CARLOW

128

26

25

CASHEL

103

15

15

CASTLEBAR

76

23

23

CLIFDEN

11

3

3

CLONMEL

60

12

4

CLONAKILTY

20

2

1

CORK CITY

518

179

146

CARRICK ON SHANNON

20

1

1

CARRICKMACROSS

75

CARNDONAGH

20

2

2

CARRICK ON SUIR

22

5

4

CASTLEREA

16

4

3

AN DAINGEAN

6

2

2

DUNGARVAN

35

1

1

DONEGAL

10

DROGHEDA

93

5

5

DOIRE AN FHEICH

21

8

6

DUNDALK

93

7

6

AN CLOCHAN LIATH

7

2

2

AN FAL CARRACH

4

GALWAY

132

30

NA GLEANNTA

6

1

GORT

46

9

9

GOREY

122

12

11

KILLALOE

8

2

2

KILLORGLIN

3

19
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Court Area

No. of Persons before the court

No. of Persons convicted

No. of Persons where
fines were imposed

KILRUSH

10

4

4

LETTERKENNY

121

14

5

LISMORE

5

LISTOWEL

36

6

4

LONGFORD

137

34

28

LOUGHREA

61

21

16

MALLOW

79

7

7

MIDLETON

80

7

3

MULLINGAR

89

14

11

NAAS

372

29

22

NENAGH

76

4

4

PORTLAOISE

225

30

29

SKIBBEREEN

9

4

SLIGO

69

3

3

STROKESTOWN

5

3

3

THURLES

55

3

3

TIPPERARY

37

1

1

TRALEE

113

29

15

TUAM

48

18

14

TUBBERCURRY

26

TULLAMORE

135

11

10

VIRGINIA

34

3

3

WICKLOW

85

8

8

WATERFORD CITY

201

6

5

Total

7,751

1,187

1,018

Road Traffic Offences

10/02/2021WRKK02600

643. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of drivers who
were summarily convicted of the offence of driving without a driving licence in 2018, 2019 and
up to 31 July 2020 who were, at the time they committed the offence, disqualified; and the penalties imposed on those drivers under section 38(5) of the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended
by section 12 of the Road Traffic Act 2006. [7032/21]
10/02/2021WRKK02700

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will appreciate that road traffic legislation falls within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Transport.
10/02/2021WRKK02800

I am informed by An Garda Síochána that section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1961, as
amended by section 12 of the Road Traffic Act 2006, creates the offence of ‘Driving without a
Driving Licence’. The penalty for this offence is, upon summary conviction, a fine not exceeding €1,000, and in any other case, a fine not exceeding €2,000.
I am further informed that section 38 (5) of the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended by Section 12 of the Road Traffic Act 2006, provides an increased penalty in respect of a person who
is summarily convicted of the offence of Driving without a Driving Licence and was, at the time
he or she committed the offence, disqualified for holding a driving licence, namely a fine not
exceeding €5,000, or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both.
The following table, provided by An Garda Síochána, shows the number of proceedings
taken in relation to driving without a driving licence 2018-2020. 2020 figures are for the period
from January – July 2020.
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Year

2018

2019

2020 (Jan – July)

Driving without a Driving licence

22,527

20,557

10,515

* All figures provided are provisional, operational and subject to change.
Please note that we have been advised by An Garda Síochána that these statistics are not
compiled in such a way as to identify specific number of arrests for driving while disqualified
under section 6(b) and (c) of the Road Traffic Act, as this would necessitate an extensive manual
trawl of all relevant incidents recorded on PULSE to collate same, which would require a disproportionate expenditure of Garda time and resources.
Further to the statistics provided by An Garda Síochána, the Courts Service have provided
the below tables. Please note that the Court Service have advised that they can only provide data
in relation to where offence codes provided on the system were used by prosecutors. Prosecutors may have used uncoded free text offences and any such offences would not be included in
the data provided.
Number of drivers before the courts by way of summons or charge sheet for driving
without a licence for 2018, 2019 and Jan – July 2020:
Year
Jan – Dec 2018
Jan – Dec 2019
Jan – July 2020

No of Persons before the Courts
16,851
17,726
7,531

Report on the number of orders & number of persons per order for the years 2018;
2019 & Jan – July 2020
Jan – Dec 2018

Jan-Dec 2018

Jan – Dec 2019

Jan-Dec 2019

Jan – 31 July
2020

Jan-31 July
2020

Court Orders

No of Orders

No of Persons

No of Orders

No of Persons

No of Orders

No of Persons

Community
Service Order

66

64

76

68

21

19

Dismiss

184

176

253

242

122

120

Dismiss Probation Act

44

44

53

52

9

9

Disqualification

480

411

535

445

216

176

Fine

3,440

3,166

3,428

3,100

1,094

1,016

Imprisonment

234

171

312

244

123

86

Imprisonment Part Suspended

1

1

1

1

1

1

Imprisonment Suspended

180

177

194

187

63

56

No Order

89

83

115

95

41

39

Other

3

3

12

6

2

2

Peace Bond

3

3

2

2

3

3

Poor Box

6

6

11

11

3

3

Probation Order

52

34

45

37

8

8

3

3

1

1

Sent forward for
Trial
Strike Out

6,813

6,386

6,449

6,041

2,122

2,032

Strike Out - Not
Served

4,680

3,865

4,986

4,184

2,728

2,485

Taken Into Consideration

3,623

2,826

3,903

2,990

1,451

1,144

Withdrawn

1,621

1,545

2,365

2,265

924

897

Total

21,519

18,961

22,743

19,973

8,932

8,097
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Please note that a person may have received more than one order and will appear on the
above report twice and an offence may have more than one penalty imposed and as such will
also appear twice on the report.
Section 38(5) of the Road Traffic Act 1961 only provides for summary conviction of the offences mentioned by the Deputy.
Garda Resources

10/02/2021WRKK02900

644. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number and location
of Garda forensic collision investigators; when the last competition for new forensic collision
investigators was held; the number trained; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[7033/21]
10/02/2021WRKK03000

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will appreciate that the Garda
Commissioner is responsible for managing and controlling generally the administration and
business of An Garda Síochána, and I, as Minister, have no direct role in the matter.
10/02/2021WRKK03100

I have requested information from the Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter and
will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.
Road Traffic Accidents

10/02/2021WRKK03200

645. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if the operational guidelines
for forensic traffic investigators have been updated since 2007; if a review and urgent update of
these guidelines will be carried out; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7034/21]
10/02/2021WRKK03300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda
Commissioner is responsible, by law, for the management and administration of An Garda
Síochána including all operational matters. I, as Minister, have no direct role in these matters.
10/02/2021WRKK03400

I am informed by the Garda authorities that Garda Forensic Collision Investigators provide
expert analysis of collision scenes to determine the root cause of collisions.
I am further informed that the An Garda Síochána Roads Policing Manual, which issued in
2014, provided updated guidelines in respect of Forensic Collision Investigations. An update of
the 2014 Manual is currently under way.
I am assured that An Garda Síochána continually review the operational effectiveness of
units and processes and this is similarly the case with Forensic Collision Investigators where
technology and practices are evolving.
Road Traffic Accidents

10/02/2021WRKK03500

646. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of fatal road
traffic collisions each year from 2016 to 2020; the number of drivers involved per year; the
number of drivers in which the status of their driver licence or learner permit is unknown; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7035/21]
10/02/2021WRKK03600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can inform the Deputy that road safety
remains a high priority for An Garda Síochána and for my Department, working closely in co10/02/2021WRKK03700
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operation with the Department of Transport. Any fatality or serious injury is of great concern.
An Garda Síochána is responsible for collating information regarding road traffic collisions and I am advised by An Garda Síochána of the following information as requested by the
Deputy.
The following table contains the following information for each year from 2016 to 2020:
- The number of fatal collisions for each year.
- The total number of drivers involved in these fatal collisions.
- The number of these drivers whose licence status is either unknown or currently under
investigation.
Fatal Collisions

All Drivers Involved

Unknown Licence Status/Under
Investigation

2016

173

233

4

2017

140

181

6

2018

131

168

3

2019

129

172

8

2020

137

170

8

I have been further advised by the Garda authorities that the above information is based
upon operational data from PULSE and the Fixed Charge Penalty System as was available on 5
February 2021 and is liable to change.
Figures are based on incidents which occurred from 01/01/2016 to 31/12/2020 inclusive.
The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner has established the Garda National
Roads Policing Bureau (GNRPB) to ensure a consistent approach to road safety and enforcement of road traffic legislation across the country. This is achieved through coordination of
enforcement and development of policy based on research and analysis of statistics and by
engaging in campaigns in partnership with other State Agencies.
Legislative Reviews

10/02/2021WRKK03800

647. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice the progress made on the implementation of the 25 recommendations accepted in relation to the report of the review group
on structures and strategies to prevent, investigate and penalise economic crime and corruption;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7067/21]
10/02/2021WRKK03900

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, commits to tackling white collar crime and corruption and to the implementation of new anti-corruption and anti-fraud measures informed by
the Hamilton Review.
10/02/2021WRKK04000

I am strongly committed to tackling all forms of corruption and white-collar crime and the
Deputy will be aware that I recently announced my intention to lead a new cross-government
plan to tackle these issues, following the publication of the Hamilton Review of Structures and
Strategies to Prevent, Investigate and Penalise Economic Crime and Corruption.
I would like to thank the former Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr James Hamilton, and
the members of his Review Group for their meticulous work in preparing their detailed report,
which I am determined to act upon.
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The report of the Review Group contains recommendations that focus primarily on legislative, structural and resourcing measures to enhance agency and multi-agency enforcement and
prevention capacity in the criminal justice sphere.
Officials in my department are currently drafting an implementation plan for the report’s
recommendations, in consultation with relevant bodies, to identify priorities and set timelines
for the introduction of a series of reforms to strengthen the State’s capacity to prevent and
prosecute white-collar crime. I expect to bring an implementation plan to Cabinet shortly for
approval prior to publication.
Question No. 648 answered with Question No. 633.
Gangland Crime

10/02/2021WRKK04200

649. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the degree to which the
strength of criminal gangs continues to be monitored; if a noticeable change as to the degree of
their activity has been seen; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7139/21]
10/02/2021WRKK04300

652. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the extent to which her
Department continues to monitor the extent to which membership of criminal gangs remains a
threat throughout the country; the action being taken to address the issue; and if she will make
a statement on the matter. [7142/21]
10/02/2021WRKK04400

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 649 and
652 together.
10/02/2021WRKK04500

The Deputy will be aware that the Commissioner is responsible, under the Garda Síochána
Act 2005, for generally carrying on, managing and administering Garda business. This includes
all operational aspects of Garda business, including the monitoring of, and actions taken against,
organised crime groups (OCGs) within the State.
I am kept appraised of any matters relating to OCG activity that the Commissioner deems
appropriate under the provisions of the Garda Síochána Act 2005.
An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021.
This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff.
As a result, Garda numbers are approximately 14,600 Garda members and over 3,000 Garda
staff nationwide. Budget 2021 will allow for the recruitment of up to 620 new Gardaí and an
extra 500 Garda staff, subject to the Public Health restrictions governing the operation of the
Garda College, Templemore.
I am assured that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual
review in the context of policing priorities and crime trends, to ensure their optimum use. The
Commissioner has advised that specialist units are still engaged in the vital work of targeting
organised criminal activity, despite the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and the challenges it has
presented the Gardaí.
I have been advised by the Garda authorities that, from 2015 to February 2021, GNDOC has
seized €209m in illicit drugs (€36.7m in 2020), 133 firearms, 5516 rounds of ammunition and
€21.7m in cash (€8m in 2020).
Garda Strength

10/02/2021WRKK04600
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650. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the current strength of An
Garda Síochána; the degree to which the strength of the force has increased in recent times; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7140/21]
10/02/2021WRKK04700

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): An Garda Síochána has been allocated an
unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021. The significant level of funding provided over
recent years is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff. As a result,
there are now approximately 14,600 Garda members and over 3,000 Garda staff nationwide.
This represents an increase of over 13% since 2015.
10/02/2021WRKK04800

Budget 2021 will allow for the recruitment of up to 620 new Gardaí, subject to public health
considerations regarding the operation of the Garda College. The Budget allocation also provides for an increase in supervisory ranks at Sergeant and Inspector level.
The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner is by law responsible for the management of An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources. As
Minister, I have no role in decisions on such matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime
trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.
A detailed breakdown of Garda numbers by Division, District and Station is available on
my Department’s website, in the interests of transparency and for the convenience of Deputies
and the wider public. This information is updated every month with the latest data provided by
An Garda Síochána. The Information on Garda members requested may be accessed at the following link:
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce
Garda Deployment

10/02/2021WRKK04900

651. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the extent to which deployment of An Garda Síochána is in line with the level of criminal activity in various locations
throughout country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7141/21]
10/02/2021WRKK05000

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda
Commissioner is by law responsible for the management of An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources. As Minister, I have no role in these matters. I am
assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources under continual
review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.
10/02/2021WRKK05100

The allocation and transfer of Garda personnel is determined by a number of factors, including crime and non-crime workload, minimum establishment, population, area, policing
arrangements, operational strategies and transfers applications, including welfare issues. When
allocations are taking place, comprehensive consultation is carried out with Local Management
during which all factors are taken into consideration. Where a deficiency in resources is identified, the matter is considered fully and addressed accordingly.
An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021.
This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff.
As a result, Garda numbers are approximately 14,600 Garda members and over 3,000 Garda
staff nationwide. Budget 2021 will allow for the recruitment of up to 620 new Gardaí and an
extra 500 Garda staff, subject to the Public Health restrictions governing the operation of the
Garda College, Templemore.
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Question No. 652 answered with Question No. 649.
Crime Data

10/02/2021WRKK05300

653. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the number of criminal
gang leaders and members brought before the courts in the past 12; the number of convictions;
the number of cases in respect of which there were no convictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7143/21]
10/02/2021WRKK05400

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, prosecutions
are a matter for the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP), who is independent in the performance of her functions.
10/02/2021WRKK05500

In order to be of assistance, my officials contacted the Courts Service and An Garda Síochána with regard to the remainder of the Deputy’s query.
The Courts Service have advised that their statistics are not compiled in such a way as to
provide information with regard to the number of members of criminal gangs brought before
the Courts in the last twelve months. An Garda Síochána has further advised that the placing of
an individual within any specific grouping would be a security matter grounded in intelligence,
which the Deputy will appreciate that An Garda Síochána do not comment on.
Juvenile Offenders

10/02/2021WRLL00200

654. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the extent to which juvenile
liaison officers have been allocated to each Garda district throughout the country; the ongoing
plans in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7144/21]
10/02/2021WRLL00300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda
Commissioner is responsible, by law, for the management and administration of An Garda
Síochána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources. The allocation of Garda
resources is made in light of identified operational demand, and this includes deployment of
personnel among the various Garda Divisions. As Minister, I have no direct role in these operational decisions.
10/02/2021WRLL00400

I am advised by the Garda Commissioner that Garda Juvenile Liaison Officers (JLOs) are
specially trained to fulfil a key role in implementing the Garda Diversion Programme. Their
role includes the administration of formal and informal cautions as well as appropriate supervision of children who have been admitted to the Diversion Programme, as provided in Part 4 of
the Children Act 2001.
I am further informed by the Garda Commissioner that the information requested by the
Deputy is not readily available in the format requested, as JLOs are assigned on a Garda Divisional basis. Accordingly, for the Deputy’s information, the attached table provided by the
Garda Commissioner contains the appropriate statistics on a Divisional basis as at 31 December
2020, the latest date for which figures are currently available.
Division

Garda

Total

Cavan/Monaghan

2

2

Clare

2

2

6

7

Cork City

Inspector

Sergeants

1
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Division

Inspector

Sergeants

Cork North
Cork West

Garda

Total

3

3

2

2

D.M.R.East

1

5

6

D.M.R.North

1

6

7

D.M.R.North Central

1

3

4

D.M.R.South

1

9

10

D.M.R.South Central

1

4

5

D.M.R.West

9

9

Donegal

3

3

Galway

4

4

Kerry

4

4

Kildare

3

3

Kilkenny/Carlow

2

2

Laois/Offaly

3

3

Limerick

5

6

Louth

3

3

Mayo

2

2

Meath

3

3

Roscommon/Longford

2

2

Sligo/Leitrim

1

1

Tipperary

3

3

Waterford

4

4

Westmeath

2

2

Wexford

3

3

Wicklow

4

4

102

109

Total

1

7

An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021.
This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff.
As a result, Garda numbers are now over 14,600 Garda members and over 3,000 Garda staff
nationwide. Budget 2021 will allow for the recruitment of up to 620 new Gardaí and an extra
500 Garda staff.
For information on the Garda Workforce please see the link below.
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce
For more general information on Garda facts and figures please see the link below.
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures
Crime Data

10/02/2021WRLL00500

655. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the number of members of
criminal gangs due to be released from prison in 2021; the extent of plans to ensure they do not
return to criminal ways; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7145/21]
10/02/2021WRLL00600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by my officials in the Irish
Prison Service (IPS) that there are currently 183 prisoners in custody associated with known
criminal gangs, with 39 of those due for release in 2021. The Deputy will wish to note that this
figure excludes the subversive prisoners in Portlaoise Prison.
10/02/2021WRLL00700

Membership or allegiance of these criminal groups fluctuates on a continuous basis with
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some persons breaking links and others becoming affiliated on a daily basis. It is also the case
that prisoners will not always declare their affiliation to certain groupings and it is therefore not
possible to provide definitive numbers in relation to the number of known members of criminal
groupings currently in custody. It should also be noted that more than one criminal gang may
group together under the umbrella of a particular group and in some instances some gangs may
form splinter groups due to family or in house disputes.
A suite of assessment and intervention pathways are available to violent offenders in prison
to address dynamic risk factors known to be associated with violent offending, in order to reduce
risk of re-offending and enhance public protection. This includes offence focused and/or mental
health intervention by the IPS Psychology Service and/or Probation Service on an individual or
group basis. All violent offenders with a sentence of over 2 years on committal are pro-actively
targeted to assess and/or identify the clinical needs/risk factors that led to their offending. This
includes those convicted of a gangland violence. In addition specialist programmes, including
a gang desistance group, are currently being developed, which incorporates collaboration with
men with a history of gang involvement in the development and facilitation of the programme.
A full range of policies, procedures and standard operating procedures are used by the IPS to
identify, monitor and manage specific individuals. Management and staff have to ensure that the
various factions are kept apart and, as far as possible, that gang members do not have influence
over other inmates or criminal activities outside the prisons.
Measures taken on a continuous basis include regular targeted searching; placement in high
security locations; close supervision of all visits including the use of screened visits and the barring of certain visitors; the use of CCTV, metal detectors and mobile phone detectors; and the
examination and monitoring of mail and telephone calls. The Operational Support Group has
a core function to gather and collate intelligence information on criminal gang members in our
prisons and to carry out intelligence led searches.
In addition, there is regular contact between the IPS and An Garda Síochána to discuss security issues including the operation of criminal gangs and the release of prisoners who form
part of these groupings.
Crime Data

10/02/2021WRLL00800

656. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the number of prisoners in
each prison throughout the country currently undergoing rehabilitative or educational training;
the number of unsuccessful applicants for such courses; the number that were successful in the
past 12 months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7146/21]
10/02/2021WRLL00900

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can inform the Deputy that the Irish
Prison Service (IPS) provides a wide range of rehabilitative programmes to those in custody including education, vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, addiction
counselling, welfare and spiritual services. These programmes can offer purposeful activity to
those in custody while serving their sentences and encouraging them to lead law abiding lives
on release. Programmes are available in all prisons and all prisoners are eligible to engage with
the services.
10/02/2021WRLL01000

On committal, all prisoners are interviewed by the Governor and are informed of the services available in the prison. Prisoners may be referred to services or they can self-refer at a later
date. Where Governors consider, on the information available, that a prisoner needs a particular
intervention they will initiate a referral.
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The strategic objective to have a multi-agency approach to offender management and rehabilitation from pre to post imprisonment in order to reduce re-offending and improve prisoner
outcomes, forms a central part of the Prison and Probation Service Joint Strategic Plan.
The IPS Psychology Service operates an integrated, stepped care service model, working
with both mental health and criminogenic risk and need. Currently, prison psychologists are
engaging with between 620 - 650 people in custody which includes assessment and-or intervention which can be either group or individual rehabilitative programmes.
Education in prisons is delivered in partnership between the Education Training Boards and
the IPS in line with the joint Strategy 2019 - 2021 which sets out a commitment to the provision
of a broad and flexible curriculum and includes supporting integration and sentence planning.
The focus is on providing education which is quality assured, student centred and which facilitates lifelong learning. Data on the average weekly attendances in Prison Education Centres
in 2020 is set out in Table 1 below. It is important to note that Education Centres were closed
due to Covid-19 from March 2020 to August 2020.
The guiding principles of vocational training services are to make, work, work-training and
other purposeful activities available to all those in custody. Training activities are designed to
give as much variety as possible and also to give opportunities for those in prison to acquire
practical skills which will help them secure employment on release. The average prison population engaged in vocational training in 2020 per prison is set out in Table 2.
The IPS has also been expanding the number of accredited courses and opportunities available to prisoners in Work Training in recent years. Enhanced partnership arrangements with accrediting bodies along with the centralising of coordination and quality assurance arrangements
have enabled the prison service to extend the number of available courses and activities with
certification to people in custody. Unfortunately, the manner in which records are collated does
not allow the provision of statistics on those who were successful or unsuccessful applicants
for such training.
Education
Unit

2020
JANUARY

FEBRUARY

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Arbour Hill

97

73

71

84

86

90

Castlerea

117

92

43

80

87

91

Cloverhill

73

54

25

46

57

46

Cork

139

112

45

82

94

88

Dochas

89

57

48

70

67

58

Limerick

115

88

69

86

49

79

Loughan

75

82

67

71

74

69

Midlands

350

279

183

274

139

280

Mountjoy

198

144

75

179

199

150

Portlaoise

140

94

110

131

126

127

Shelton Abbey

48

32

31

31

31

36

MJ West

96

70

54

78

89

96

Wheatfield

203

150

70

80

144

153

1740

1327

891

1292

1242

1363

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Arbour
Hill

72

74

60

57

61

62

65

65

62

55

53

59

Castlerea

N/A

N/A

N/A

59

60

50

52

54

60

59

58

71

Cloverhill

29

28

31

29

37

32

27

28

27

25

26

28

Cork

50

44

43

37

37

38

38

37

36

49

38

38
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January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Dochas

59

61

53

40

40

40

41

41

41

46

41

45

Limerick

71

70

68

69

60

53

55

52

47

55

55

54

Loughan
House

95

96

89

66

62

64

64

69

73

74

72

70

Midlands

182

184

151

120

124

132

138

151

130

146

137

143

Mountjoy

76

75

72

47

44

53

84

81

80

76

68

65

Portlaoise

51

54

53

51

48

52

55

56

60

59

56

49

Shelton
Abbey

49

46

47

52

57

58

60

59

59

59

59

60

Wheatfield

97

107

94

75

77

65

74

76

69

72

74

73

831

838

761

700

708

699

751

770

744

774

736

755

Prisoner Rehabilitation Programmes

10/02/2021WRLL01100

657. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the degree of research into
the subsequent activities of prisoners who on their first offence and conviction were afforded
educational or rehabilitative training; the extent of any subsequent offences; the number of such
prisoners known not to reoffend; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7147/21]
10/02/2021WRLL01200

658. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the extent to which investment in rehabilitative training within the prison system continues to be made available to first
time offenders; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7148/21]
10/02/2021WRLL01300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 657 and
658 together.
10/02/2021WRLL01400

Prisoner care and rehabilitation is a core aim of the Irish Prison Service. The Service tries to
achieve a balanced approach in the effective performance of its care and custody functions and
seeks to manage sentences in a way which encourages and supports prisoners in their efforts to
live law abiding and purposeful lives on release.
I can inform the Deputy that various forms of rehabilitative training within the prison system continues to be made available to all prisoners, including first time offenders.
There is a wide range of rehabilitative programmes available in all prisons and to all prisoners. These include education, vocational training, healthcare, psychiatric, psychological, addiction counselling, welfare and spiritual services and are provided with the aim of offering
purposeful activity to all those in custody while serving their sentences.
It may interest the Deputy to know that the Prison Psychology Service proactively target
specific cohorts of prisoners including for example, violent offenders with over two year sentence, as well as 18-24 year olds in custody. Assistant Psychologists have been recruited since
2016 and their focus is primarily on mental health and sentence management work with prisoners. They are tasked with engaging and motivating this cohort of prisoners, who are committed
to custody on a sentence of one year or more and who do not have a post-release supervision
order to develop a sentence plan and to engage in appropriate interventions.
The Probation Service have joined this initiative by engaging in assessments with those 1824 year olds who have post release supervision orders. The strategic objective to have a multiagency approach to offender management and rehabilitation from pre to post imprisonment in
order to reduce re-offending and improve prisoner outcomes, forms a central part of the Prison
and Probation Service Joint Strategic Plan.
There is a clear commitment to enhance sentence planning through Integrated Sentence
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Management and the delivery of prison based rehabilitative programmes. The Joint IPS/ETBI
Education Strategy 2019 - 2021 sets out a commitment to the provision of broad based education provision and includes supporting integration and sentence planning. Education in prisons
is delivered in partnership between the Education Training Boards and the IPS and a broad and
flexible curriculum is provided. A top priority for the IPS is ensuring help for those with literacy
problems, and to this end, peer mentoring programmes are currently active in all prisons.
The IPS has also been expanding the number of accredited courses and opportunities available to prisoners in Work Training in recent years. Enhanced partnership arrangements with accrediting bodies such as City and Guilds, the Guild of Cleaners and Launderers and Cleanpass
and the centralising of coordination and quality assurance arrangements have enabled the IPS
to extend the number of available courses and activities with certification to people in custody.
The guiding principles which underpin the prisons’ work and training service are to make
available work, work-training and other purposeful activities to all those in custody. Activities
are chosen to give as much variety as possible and also to give opportunities to acquire practical skills which will help secure employment on release. Work Training Officers have been
appointed and assigned to areas such as catering, laundry, industrial cleaning, industrial skills.
The Deputy may also be aware that I recently launched in the “Working to Change Social
Enterprise Strategy - 2021-2023” which sets out my Department’s direction for supporting
employment options for people with convictions by simultaneously working to remove the systemic barriers so that people can make sustainable changes. It builds upon a solid foundation of
employment supports already in place across the criminal justice sector and is a collaboration
between the Prison and the Probation Service and my Department. A copy of the Strategy can
be found on the website of my Department at www.justice.ie.
Prisoner Data

10/02/2021WRLL01600

659. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the number of offenders
who have reoffended in each of the past three years to date while on bail or while awaiting the
outcome of previous offences; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7149/21]
10/02/2021WRLL01700

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The information sought has been requested and will be provided to the Deputy once it has been received, checked and collated.
10/02/2021WRLL01800

Garda Stations

10/02/2021WRLL01900

660. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the number and location of
Garda stations throughout the country deemed to need refurbishment; her plans for same; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7150/21]
10/02/2021WRLL02000

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda
Commissioner is by law responsible for the management and control of An Garda Síochána and
for the effective and efficient use of Garda resources, including all Garda stations. Further, the
Office of Public Works (OPW) has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of Garda
accommodation. Works in relation to Garda accommodation are therefore progressed by the
Garda authorities working in close cooperation with the OPW.
10/02/2021WRLL02100

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the information provided in the table below
sets out projects that were in development at 22 December 2020. I have requested an up to date
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report from the Garda authorities which I will furnish to the Deputy once I receive it.
I am advised that the details provided focus on works of a more substantial nature that seek
to replace a Garda Station, construct a new Garda Station or make a significant enhancement
to the Station by way of full refurbishment or enlargement of the facility, having regard to the
funding available and the competing priorities on accommodation within the Garda estate.
The details below do not outline the work conducted to maintain Garda Stations across the
country or the more minor upgrade works that take place on a regular basis.
Garda Station

Description of Project

Status – as per OPW

Anglesea St GS

Upgrade works to allows accommodation of Cyber Crime Unit

On Site

Anglesea St GS

Control Room Upgrade Works

Design Stage

Athlone

Refurbishment, extension and alteration of the existing station to include the
adjacent former Government Buildings. Expected completion Q1/early Q2 2021.

On Site

Bailieborough GS

Development of new District Headquarters

Moving to issue tenders

Bridewell GS Dublin

Refurbishment works

Design stage

Carlow GS

Reconfiguration of prisoner entrance

Design Stage

Cavan ASU

Enhancements to Cavan Garda Station to include Accommodation for a new
North Western Region Armed Support Unit and a new public office

On Site

Clonmel

New station to be procured as a PPP

Part IX Planning permission application process

Clonmel GS

Fit out of locker rooms and Fire safety works

Tender Stage

Donegal Town GS

Refurbishment and extension of existing Station

Handover

Donnybrook GS

Replacement of existing changing facilities and refurbishment of public entrance
at Donnybrook GS

Design Stage

Drogheda GS

Provide new PEMS facility

Procurement stage

Fitzgibbon St

Full refurbishment of the existing station

On Site

Greystones GS

Refurbishment works

Design stage

Henry Street

Replacement of Prefabricated Units housing Locker Rooms

Contract awarded

Longford GS

New Cell Block and Refurbishment works at Longford Garda Station

On Site

Macroom

New station to be procured as a PPP

Part IX Planning permission application process

Macroom GS

Provision of additional temporary accommodation

On site

Naas GS

Provide new PEMS facility

Planning stage

Navan GS

Provision of a new two-storey building at Navan GS including a new cell block
and additional office space

Tender Stage

Newcastle West

New Station to replace existing Station

Design Stage

Portlaoise

Refurbishment, extension and alteration of the existing station.

Part IX Planning permission application process

Roscommon GS

Cell Upgrade and Refurbishment Works.

On Site

Sligo GS

Cell upgrade and refurbishment works for the provision of a new custody suite
including new cells and prisoner processing area as well as solicitor and doctor’s rooms.

On Site

Store St GS

Reconfiguration of the ground floor of Store Street GS

Design Stage

Swords GS

Demolition of the existing accommodation and provision of temporary decant
accommodation.

On Site

Tallaght GS

Provide new PEMS facility

Design stage

Togher GS

Fabric Upgrade and Universal Access works

Tender Stage

Prisoner Data

10/02/2021WRLL02200

661. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the number of prisoners
who have absconded in the past 12 months; the number still at large; and if she will make a
statement on the matter. [7151/21]
10/02/2021WRLL02300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Irish Prison Service defines an ab-

10/02/2021WRLL02400
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sconder as a prisoner who leaves an Open Centre without the relevant approval.
The Deputy will wish to be aware that An Garda Síochána are informed when prisoners
abscond and they have the power to detain, arrest, and return such persons to prison.
Experience has shown that the vast majority of offenders who abscond return voluntarily or
are returned to custody to complete their sentences within a short time frame.
I am advised by the Irish Prison Service from 8 February 2020, 13 persons were deemed to
have absconded in the past 12 months and that of that number, one individual remains unlawfully at large.
Crime Data

10/02/2021WRLL02500

662. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the extent to which racism
and hate speech or hate mail continues to be targeted as an offence in need of urgent attention;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7152/21]
10/02/2021WRLL02600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Government is fully committed to the fight against racism, prejudice and bigotry, and strongly
condemns the actions of those who abuse and attack others, because of their own prejudices
against a person’s religion, ethnic origins, sexual orientation or any other part of their identity as
a human being. Ireland is a diverse and tolerant country, and such behaviour is not acceptable.
10/02/2021WRLL02700

Under the Programme for Government there is a commitment to:
- Introduce the Hate Crime legislation within 12 months of the formation of the Government. It is intended that this legislation will create specific offences to ensure that those who target victims because of their association with a particular identity characteristic are identified as
perpetrators of hate crime. This legislation will be on the basis of an aggravated offences model,
and will be supported by training across the criminal justice system, as well as victim supports.
- Publish a new national action plan against racism.
In relation to the first commitment, I recently announced my intention to bring forward
new legislation to combat incitement to hatred and hate crime in Ireland. This announcement
followed on from the publication of the results of a widespread consultation process, which included in-depth consultations with various civil society and community groups, academics and
experts, a public consultation process and a detailed comparative study of approaches to hate
crime in 5 other jurisdictions.
The purpose of this extensive work was to ensure my Department could identify how Ireland’s law in this area could be improved, based on a clear understanding of the experiences of
those impacted by hate speech and hate crime.
The Deputy will be able to see from the report and the appendices that many of those who
engaged in the consultation process were victims of hate speech and hate crime themselves,
while others were concerned about the very real need to respect the human rights of everyone
involved, including the right to freedom of speech.
The report and its appendices are available on - http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Legislating_
for_Hate_Speech_and_Hate_Crime_in_Ireland_Web.pdf/Files/Legislating_for_Hate_Speech_
and_Hate_Crime_in_Ireland_Web.pdf
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I have tasked my officials with drawing on the conclusions of the Report to draft the General Scheme of a new Hate Crime Bill, which will deal with both incitement to hatred and hate
crime. It is my intention to bring the General Scheme to Government before Easter of this year.
The new legislation will provide the necessary means to prosecute perpetrators who deliberately or recklessly incite hatred against others on the basis of a protected characteristic, while
bearing in mind the provisions of the Constitution and our human rights obligations including
those contained in the European Convention on Human Rights Act 2003 to protect the right
to freedom of expression. It is my intention to publish the General Scheme of this Bill before
Easter.
In relation to the second mentioned Programme for Government commitment, my Department established an independent Anti-Racism Committee chaired by Professor Caroline Fennell (UCC Professor of Law and Commissioner with the Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission). The Committee is tasked with producing a draft national action plan against racism in accordance with the Programme for Government Commitments within one year. Following on from the transfer of functions, which saw equality matters moved from my Department
to Department of Children, Equality, Integration and Youth, the committee provided an interim
report to Minister O’Gorman at the end of November.
The Committee comprises people from diverse backgrounds from the business, education,
local government, academic and advocacy sector, including those with lived experience of racism and it will examine all forms of racism in Ireland.
I am confident that the approach being taken by Government to these commitments - including research and providing the opportunity for experts and members of the public to provide
their views - will help to ensure that the legislation and strategies we develop to combat racism
and incitement to hatred will deliver a safer, fairer and more inclusive Ireland for everyone, now
as well as into the future.
Prisoner Data

10/02/2021WRLL02800

663. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the number of prisoners
currently incarcerated in each prison throughout the country; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [7154/21]
10/02/2021WRLL02900

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by the Irish Prison Service
that the information requested by the Deputy in relation to the number of prisoners in custody
in each of the prisons is published on a daily basis and this information is available on the Irish
Prison Service website www.irishprisons.ie.
10/02/2021WRLL03000

This breakdown includes the number of prisoners in custody and the bed capacity in each
prison. The information can be found in the Information Centre – under Statistics & Information – Daily Prisoner Population.
See prisoner population figures as of Tuesday, 9 February 2021, displayed in Table 1 below.
Table 1 - Prisoner Population on Tuesday 9th February 2021
INSTITUTION

Number in Custody

Mountjoy (m)

695

Mountjoy (f)

121

Cloverhill

370

Wheatfield

483
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INSTITUTION

Number in Custody

Midlands

819

Portlaoise

214

( Block A)

24

(Block C)

165

(Block E)

25

Cork

268

Limerick (m)

193

Limerick (f)

32

Castlerea

282

Arbour Hill

121

Loughan House

102

Shelton Abbey

84

Total

3,784

Prisoner Releases

10/02/2021WRLL03100

664. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the extent to which firsttime offenders remain eligible for early release on foot of good behaviour or otherwise; and if
she will make a statement on the matter. [7155/21]
10/02/2021WRLL03200

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by the Irish Prison Service
that all prisoners who are sentenced to a term of imprisonment, with the exception of prisoners without a determined sentence, for example, life sentence prisoners, qualify for one quarter
remission on the basis of good behaviour.
10/02/2021WRLL03300

In addition, prisoners who have engaged in authorised structured activity may apply to
receive enhanced remission of greater than one quarter but not exceeding one third of their
sentence.
In order for a prisoner to be granted enhanced remission, the Minister for Justice must be
satisfied that the prisoner is less likely to re-offend and is better able to re-integrate into the
community.
The principles governing the awarding of enhanced remission are contained under Rule 59
of the Prison Rules 2007 to 2014 (S.I. No. 252 of 2007 and S.I. No. 385 of 2014).
For all applications, the following factors are considered - the manner and extent to which the prisoner has engaged constructively in authorised
structured activity;
- the manner and extent to which the prisoner has taken steps to address his or her offending
behaviour;
- the nature and gravity of the offence to which the sentence of imprisonment being served
by the prisoner relates;
- the sentence of imprisonment concerned and any recommendations of the court that imposed that sentence in relation thereto;
- the period of the sentence served by the prisoner;
- the potential threat to the safety and security of members of the public (including the victim of the offence to which the sentence of imprisonment being served by the prisoner relates)
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should the prisoner be released from prison;
- any offence of which the prisoner was convicted before being convicted of the offence to
which the sentence of imprisonment being served by him or relates;
- the conduct of the prisoner while in custody or during a period of temporary release;
- any report of, or recommendation made by the Governor of the prison, an Garda Síochána,
any probation officer or any other person whom the Minister considers would be of assistance
in making a decision on an application.
Gangland Crime

10/02/2021WRLL03400

665. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the extent to which repeat
offenders are being granted bail including those who are members of organised criminal gangs;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7156/21]
10/02/2021WRLL03500

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be aware, the decision
to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for the presiding Judge, who is independent in the
exercise of his or her judicial functions.
10/02/2021WRLL03600

There is also a Constitutional presumption in favour of the grant of bail as, under Irish Law,
a person is presumed innocent until proven guilty.
The specific information is not yet maintained in such a way as to provide the response
sought by the Deputy and my general position remains as outlined in my response to the Deputy
in Parliamentary Question 361 of 10 December 2020.
Gangland Crime

10/02/2021WRLL03700

666. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the legislative proposals to
address the issue of membership of criminal gangs with particular reference to combating the
level to which young offenders may be lured into such activity; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [7157/21]
10/02/2021WRLL03800

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Diverting young people away from getting involved in criminal activity is a key priority for the Government and the exploitation of
young people and children is a particular concern.
10/02/2021WRLL03900

As the Deputy will be aware, the Programme for Government includes a commitment to
criminalise adults who groom children to commit crimes. To this end, on 15 January 2021,
Minister of State James Browne and I announced the publication of the General Scheme of the
Criminal Justice (Exploitation of Children in the Commission of Offences) Bill.
While current law already provides that an adult who causes or uses a child to commit a
crime can generally be found guilty as the principal offender – meaning they can be punished
as though they committed the crime themselves – it does not recognise the harm done to a child
by drawing them into a world of criminality.
This new law is designed to address that harm directly. Those found guilty of the new offences face imprisonment of 12 months on summary conviction and up to five years on indictment. The child concerned does not have to be successful in carrying out the offence for the law
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to apply.
It is also the intention that the offence of grooming a child into criminal activity will be
prosecutable as a completely separate and additional offence to any crime committed by the
adult using the child as their innocent agent. Details will be finalised throughout the legislative
process.
The new legislation will complement the ongoing work following the publication of the
‘Greentown Report’ in December 2016, which examined the influence of criminal networks on
children in Ireland. The report, which was produced at the School of Law in the University of
Limerick, outlines how the influence of criminal networks increases the level of offending by a
small number of children and entraps them in offending situations.
As part of the wider ‘Greentown’ project, targeted interventions are to be piloted to further
protect children in Ireland from becoming involved in criminal networks. As well as analysing
how criminal networks recruit and control often vulnerable children, the Greentown project has
attempted to identify the scale of the problem in the State and has designed a bespoke form of
intervention, which is being trialled on a pilot basis in two locations.
This specially designed intervention programme was developed with international expert
advice, to tackle coercive control of children by criminal groups which entraps them in offending situations.
I will also shortly publish the Vivian Geiran report into the challenges and needs experienced by communities in Drogheda as a result of ongoing feuding activities by criminal gangs,
which has been received from Mr Geiran and is under consideration within my Department.
The report examines a range of issues affecting the community, including the needs of young
people in the area, the opportunities available to them and the root causes which lead to criminal
activity taking hold.
Further to this, Minister of State Browne and I will also be bringing the new Youth Justice
Strategy to Government shortly, which will deliver a holistic approach to the issue of youth
justice.
Criminal Assets Bureau

10/02/2021WRLL04000

667. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the success of the Criminal
Assets Bureau in the fight against all forms of crime, organised and otherwise; and if she will
make a statement on the matter. [7158/21]
10/02/2021WRLL04100

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Criminal
Assets Bureau (CAB) is a multi-agency statutory body established under the Criminal Assets
Bureau Act, 1996. The Bureau’s remit is to target the assets, wherever situated, of persons
which derive or are suspected to derive, directly or indirectly, from criminal conduct. Since its
inception, the Bureau has been at the forefront of fighting organised crime in this jurisdiction –
disrupting the activities of criminal gangs through the removal of their ill-gotten gains - and has
been recognised as a world leader in asset investigations, tracing and forfeiture.
10/02/2021WRLL04200

The Bureau has staff drawn from An Garda Síochána, the Office of the Revenue Commissioners (including Customs), the Department of Social Protection and the Department of Justice.
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The Bureau works closely with Gardaí and all law enforcement agencies at national and
international levels and continues to focus its efforts on targeting assets deriving from all types
of criminal conduct. The Proceeds of Crime (Amendment) Act 2005 makes provision for the
Bureau to seize assets that were generated in foreign jurisdictions. This Act enables the Bureau
to cooperate fully with other international asset recovery agencies.
The Bureau serves to make Ireland a more hostile environment for the generation of proceeds of crime and sends a strong message to criminals and to local communities that profiting
from crime will simply not be tolerated. In doing so, the Bureau targets lower to middle tier
criminals, in addition to Organised Crime Groups.
The Bureau’s activity has increased year on year with 57 Operational Searches conducted in
2019 compared to 34 in 2018; 31 Proceeds of Crime Applications initiated during 2019, up one
from 2018 and the value of assets seized in 2019 under Section 2 increased to approximately
€65 million compared to €8.3 million in 2018. To acknowledge the Bureau’s increased activity, the Bureau’s Budget was increased to €9.961 million for 2021 (up from €9.090 miilion in
2020).
The activities of the Bureau are reported on each year in its Annual Report and can be found
at www.cab.ie. The 2020 Annual Report is currently being drafted and will be published later
in the year.
Leave to Remain

10/02/2021WRLL04300

668. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Justice the status of an application for
permission to remain by persons (details supplied); and the timeline for a decision on this application. [7172/21]
10/02/2021WRLL04400

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): For reasons of maintaining full confidentiality, it is not my Department’s practice to comment on whether an application for asylum or
subsidiary protection has been made in the State. An applicant for such protection status, or
their legal representative, should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the
International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.
10/02/2021WRLL04500

The IPO may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO Customer
Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International Protection
Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2.
The IPAT may be contacted either: by email to info@protectionappeals.ie, by telephone at
01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320.
Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility which has been specifically established
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary questions process. The Deputy
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s
view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Garda Operations

10/02/2021WRLL04600

669. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Justice if there is a comprehensive

10/02/2021WRLL04700
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policing plan in place in the north inner city of Dublin to address the recent spate of violent assaults; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7193/21]
Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I would like to extend my deepest sympathies to all those impacted by the shocking incidents which have taken place in Dublin in recent
weeks. My Department is keeping the law in relation to sentencing for knife crimes, as well as
all other policies around knife crimes, such as targeted interventions, under review.
10/02/2021WRLL04800

Following a number of initial discussions on our shared concern about recent these serious
crime incidents, I met with the Garda Commissioner last week to further discuss the issue.
The Commissioner confirmed that An Garda Síochána has a comprehensive policing plan in
place in Dublin’s north inner city.
The Commissioner and I also discussed what more can be done to tackle knife crime.
We both agree that strong community engagement, increased community safety and youth
services are a key element in preventing and reducing crime. We also discussed outreach and
information programmes, run in a number of different languages, for all communities, as well
as youth justice and other interventions.
Further analysis is needed to provide greater insights into the level of violent incidents in
society and I will remain in ongoing contact on the issue with Commissioner Harris.
Also, as the Deputy will be aware, on 13 November I announced that my Department will
pilot Local Community Safety Partnerships in three areas, including Dublin’s North Inner City.
Local Community Safety Partnerships are the new structures proposed in my Department’s new
Community Safety Policy to take a holistic approach to safety issues in partnership with the
community.
They will operate at local authority administrative level and will be made up of local representatives, a range of local services, community representatives and residents. Local Community Safety Partnerships will take a strategic approach to their work so that issues arising can
be dealt with in a coordinated manner, addressed collectively by relevant service providers in
partnership with the community.
Each Local Community Safety Partnership will be actively supported by a dedicated resource within the local authority whose role is to support the Partnership, engage the residents
in the community on safety issues and link them in with the work of the Partnership. Officials
in my Department are working closely with Dublin City Council and the Department of An
Taoiseach, as well as the recently appointed chair of the Dublin North Inner City pilot, Cormac
Ó Donnchú, to put the relevant structures in place to allow the Partnership to commence in the
coming weeks.
Court Accommodation

10/02/2021WRLL04900

670. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Justice if a transfer of ownership of Birr
Court House, Townsend Street, Townparks, Birr, County Offaly, is being proposed; if so, the
person or body to which the transfer is being made; and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [7195/21]
10/02/2021WRLL05000

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the provision of accommodation for court
10/02/2021WRLL05100
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sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions.
However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the
Courts Service has advised me that they are currently in the process of transferring the Birr
Courthouse building to Offaly County Council for community use. Contracts were executed in
late December and the transfer is expected to be completed shortly. In line with Courts Service
policies, the building was transferred for no consideration.
Garda Operations

10/02/2021WRLL05200

671. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Justice the number of Garda
public order unit vans attached to the Cork city Garda division as of 31 December 2019 and 2
February 2021, in tabular form [7219/21]
10/02/2021WRLL05300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the
management and administration of An Garda Síochána. In addition, the allocation of Garda
resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This
includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles. As Minister, I have no role in these
matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their
optimum use.
10/02/2021WRLL05400

I am informed by the Garda authorities that on 31 December 2019, there were 2 Garda Public Order Unit vans attached to the Cork City Garda division, and 1 Garda Public Order Unit
van attached to the Cork City Garda division on 2 February 2021.
The Deputy may wish to note that there are currently 139 vehicles assigned to Cork City
division, which represents an increase of almost 14% since December 2019.
I am pleased to have secured significant capital investment to be made in An Garda Síochána, including a total of €46 million specifically for the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021.
This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effective and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads
and in the community to prevent and tackle crime. The allocation of these and all other vehicles
in the fleet is entirely a matter for the Commissioner and his management team.
Deportation Orders

10/02/2021WRLL05500

672. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice if consideration will be given to
revoking a deportation order on a person (details supplied). [7224/21]
10/02/2021WRLL05600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can advise the Deputy that, following
the consideration of the relevant case under section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as
amended), the Deportation Order referred to was formally revoked on 22 January 2021. This
decision was notified to the relevant parties by letter dated 26 January 2021.
10/02/2021WRLL05700

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the
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parliamentary questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in
cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Deportation Orders

10/02/2021WRMM00200

673. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice if consideration will be given to
revoking a deportation order on a person and their family (details supplied). [7225/21]
10/02/2021WRMM00300

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): For reasons of maintaining full confidentiality, it is not my Department’s practice to comment on whether an application for asylum or
subsidiary protection has been made in the State. An applicant for such protection status, or
their legal representative, should contact either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the
International Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) directly, as appropriate.
10/02/2021WRMM00400

It is important to note that, while a decision on an application is pending at either the IPO or
the IPAT, a deportation order will not be made.
The IPO may be contacted: by email to info@ipo.gov.ie; by telephone to the IPO Customer
Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International Protection
Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2.
The IPAT may be contacted either: by email to info@protectionappeals.ie; by telephone at
01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or in writing to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320.
Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie) which
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the parliamentary
questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Citizenship Applications

10/02/2021WRMM00500

674. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied). [7227/21]
10/02/2021WRMM00600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The application for a certificate of naturalisation from the person referred to by the Deputy is at an advanced stage of processing and
will be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If any further documentation
is required, it will be requested from the applicant in due course.
10/02/2021WRMM00700

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the
process.
It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances,
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.
Garda Youth Diversion Projects

10/02/2021WRMM00800

675. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice the reason for the reduction in
the number of Garda youth diversion projects in the Dublin metropolitan region, north central
area, from five in 2015 down to three in 2020; the details of the locations of these programmes
in 2015 and 2020; her plans to extend the Garda youth diversion project in the north inner city;
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7232/21]
10/02/2021WRMM00900

676. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice the number of full-time equivalent youth justice workers, family support and early intervention posts that are employed for
each of the three Garda youth diversion projects in the Dublin metropolitan region, north central area; the average number of full-time equivalent posts in each of the Garda youth diversion
projects nationally; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7233/21]
10/02/2021WRMM01000

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 675 and
676 together.
10/02/2021WRMM01100

I am informed that funding in Dublin Metropolitan Region (DMR), North Central Division
for Garda Youth Diversion Projects and activities has increased from €566,236 in 2018 to an allocation of €1.2m in 2021. Alongside this increase in funding, the currently funded projects are
being provided with increased staffing and support to increase their catchment areas to cover
the majority of the DMR, North Central area. This is part of the overall objective of my Department to increase and develop the Garda Youth Diversion Project (GYDP) network to ensure
access to all young people that need the service nationally.
The reduced number of projects in the DMR, North Central area since 2015 is due to the
cessation of funding to the Dime and Nickol GYDPs.
The Deputy may be interested to know that there are currently 105 GYDPs nationwide. The
intention is to further develop this service so that it is available to every child in the State who
could benefit from it, through an ongoing expansion of existing services and the foundation of
new projects where necessary.
I am informed that the average national number of full time equivalent posts in a GYDP
is 2.8 posts, with an average of 6.7 posts in the DMR North Central Area. Currently there is
funding available for 20 workers in the combined GYDPs within the DMR, North Central area.
This includes a range of different posts including 14 General Youth Justice Workers, 2 Youth
Justice Workers who specialise working with the Roma community, 2 Family Support Workers, 1 Early Intervention Worker and 1 Project Leader. A full breakdown of these numbers per
project is set out in the Table below.
PROJECT

GARDA
DISTRICT

Year Closed

Youth Justice
Workers

HAY

Fitzgibbon St

N/A

5

Most

Fitzgibbon St

N/A

5

Roma Workers

2*
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Family Support workers

Early intervention
worker

1

1

Project leader

10 February 2021
PROJECT

GARDA
DISTRICT

Year Closed

Youth Justice
Workers

Swan

Store Street

N/A

4

Dime

Fitzgibbon St

2015

Nickol

Fitzgibbon St

2019

Roma Workers

Family Support workers
1

Early intervention
worker

Project leader

1

*serving Dublin 1 and 2

My Department is supporting the ongoing development of practice in Garda Youth Diversion Projects through the Action Research Project led by the University of Limerick. The Action Research Project works directly with front-line Youth Justice Workers from local projects
to develop interventions and best practice. Based on initial outcomes from the Action Research
Project, and evaluations of a number of pilot projects, it is intended to develop proposals to expand the existing services. This would ensure national coverage and a stronger focus on difficult
issues such as the hard-to-reach cohort.
These issues are addressed in the draft Youth Justice Strategy 2020-2026, which I intend to
finalise and bring to Government shortly.
Sentencing Policy

10/02/2021WRMM01300

677. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice her plans to bring forward
legislation with regard to sentencing in criminal cases that involve serious or intimate violence
to remove the possibility for being from a decent family to be considered a mitigating circumstance in sentencing. [7265/21]
10/02/2021WRMM01400

678. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice her plans to bring forward
legislation to remove the possibility for offenders in criminal cases involving serious or intimate violence to avoid or shorten prison sentences by paying compensation to the victim; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7266/21]
10/02/2021WRMM01500

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 677 and
678 together.
10/02/2021WRMM01600

I know the Deputy will appreciate that judges are independent in the matter of sentencing,
as in other matters concerning the exercise of judicial functions, subject only to the Constitution
and the law. In accordance with this principle, the court is required to impose a sentence which
is proportionate not only to the crime but to the individual offender, in that process identifying
where on the sentencing range the particular case should lie and then applying any mitigating
factors which may be present.
There are, of course, a small number of situations where statute has created exceptions to
this approach and an important safeguard rests in the power of the Director of Public Prosecutions to apply to the Court of Criminal Appeal to review a sentence she regards as unduly
lenient.
In relation to the issue raised on sentencing, and in particular sentencing in cases involving
serious or intimate violence, the position is that the law sets out the maximum sentence that can
be imposed for an offence and it is then a matter for the court to decide the appropriate sentence
in each particular case, taking into account all the circumstances.
As the Deputy may be aware under the Judicial Council, a Sentencing Guidelines Committee was established on 30 June 2020. The Committee is responsible for compiling guidelines
designed to increase consistency in relation to criminal sentences.
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Brexit Issues

10/02/2021WRMM01800

679. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice if co-operation between the
PSNI and An Garda Síochána has been affected by the end of the Brexit transition period; her
views on whether the two police services can maintain the level of co-operation enjoyed preBrexit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7291/21]
10/02/2021WRMM01900

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda
Commissioner is responsible, by law, for the management of An Garda Síochána, including
matters relating to cooperation with law enforcement in other jurisdictions. As Minister, I do
not have direct responsibility for such arrangements.
10/02/2021WRMM02000

However I am informed by the Garda authorities that An Garda Síochána have not experienced any adverse effect to its border policing operations since the end of the Brexit transition
period on the 31 December 2020.
I am advised that the four Divisions of Cavan-Monaghan, Donegal, Louth and Sligo-Leitrim
continue to collaborate with the PSNI on a number of levels, including cross border local arrangements and sharing of information which allow for ongoing day to day cooperation between both Police Services.
I am assured by Garda authorities that the long established and close working relationship
with the PSNI remains central in An Garda Síochána’s efforts to providing an effective policing
service to the border area and its communities, and is exampled in many areas such as Roads
Policing Operations, Major Investigations and State Security.
I am further informed that the Cross Border Joint Agency Task Force also continues to enjoy
high levels of co-operation and operational activity between all the Law Enforcement Agencies in tackling organised and cross jurisdictional crime. This collaborative effort continues to
effectively achieve the shared objectives of An Garda Síochána and the PSNI in keeping our
communities safe.
Ministerial Meetings

10/02/2021WRMM02100

680. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice if she will report on her recent meeting with the Garda Commissioner; and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[7292/21]
10/02/2021WRMM02200

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Following a number of initial discussions
on our shared concern about recent serious crime incidents, particularly in Dublin, I met with
Garda Commissioner Drew Harris to further discuss the issue last week.
10/02/2021WRMM02300

The Commissioner confirmed that An Garda Síochána has a comprehensive policing plan in
place in Dublin’s north inner city and we also discussed what more can be done to tackle knife
crime.
We both agreed that strong community engagement, increased community safety and youth
services are a key element in preventing and reducing crime. We also discussed outreach and
information programmes, run in a number of different languages, for all communities, as well
as youth justice and other interventions.
It was also agreed that further analysis is needed to provide greater insights into the level of
violent incidents in society and the Commissioner and I will remain in ongoing contact on the
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issue.
Finally, I would like to once again extend my deepest sympathies to all those impacted by
the shocking violent incidents which have taken place in Dublin in recent weeks.
Visa Applications

10/02/2021WRMM02400

681. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Justice the reason for the delay in processing an application by a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter.
[7297/21]
10/02/2021WRMM02500

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I understand that a request to withdraw
the visa application referred to by the Deputy was received by the Immigration Service of my
Department on 4 February 2021. A response was issued on 9 February 2021, which advised the
correct procedure for withdrawing an application and that the applicant would be welcome to
submit a future application at their discretion.
10/02/2021WRMM02600

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (INISOireachtasMail@justice.ie),
which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases
where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

10/02/2021WRMM02700

Crime Data

682. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the expected timeframe for
the completion of the two pilot projects for children caught up in serious and prolific crime; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7315/21]
10/02/2021WRMM02800

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the newly
designed community intervention programme, based on the research of the Greentown Project,
will offer new hope and opportunities for children caught up in serious and prolific crime.
10/02/2021WRMM02900

This new evidence-informed model will be trialed on a pilot basis in two communities over
a period of three years, and each will be overseen by a local advisory committee involving state
agencies and community representatives.
The locations of the pilots (one in Dublin and one in a provincial town) are not being disclosed to ensure that the work can continue in a discrete manner and without compromising
safety or stigmatising individual communities.
I am informed that four core elements will be implemented to make up the Greentown
Programme: Network Disruption; Improving Community Efficacy; Improved Pro-Social Opportunities; and Improved Family Functioning.
The programme will identify and target individuals involved in cultivating relationships
with children for crime, and employ legitimate means to disturb this activity. There will be local
activities designed to improve the ability of the local community to withstand network influence and take back control of public spaces.
Children who are involved in a criminal network will be encouraged and incentivised to re363
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engage with school, training or to secure and sustain employment.
There will also be a focus on intensive case-work with families to improve parenting capacity, and protecting the child and family from exploitative network relationships.
Importantly, the University of Limerick REPPP project will provide the scientific supports
for the trial.
The pilots will get underway shortly and the lessons learned from the pilots, which will be
evaluated after two years, will have a key influence on the development of my Department’s
ongoing development of policies and interventions in the youth justice area.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRMM03000

683. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the number of Covid-19 regulation breaches reported by An Garda Síochána since their introduction; the breakdown by
category and month; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7374/21]
10/02/2021WRMM03100

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, confirmed
Covid-19 incident figures (powers used/breaches of regulations) are crime incidents in which
files are prepared for the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) in order to charge
or summons.
10/02/2021WRMM03200

I am informed by the Garda authorities that due to the substantial checking and reviews
undertaken on these incidents prior to publication, there is a slight reporting time lag. Updates
are published on the Garda website when available, and I am informed that currently this is approximately every four weeks.
I am advised that the most recent figures available cover incidents which occurred between
8 April 2020 and 9 January 2021. Totals by category are included in the table below:
Category of Covid-19 Incidents

Total

Initial Lockdown Period – 8 April 2020 to 28 June 2020 Breaches of Health Act 1947 (Operation Fanacht etc…)

361

Period from 29 June 2020 up to 9 January, 2021 Breaches of Health Act 1947 [*]

126

Licensed Premises (Operation Navigation – commenced 3 July 2020)

398

Retail Premises (Operation Treoraím – commenced 25 October 2020)

108

Face Covering Regulations (File to DPP)

12

International Travel Regulations

10

[*] Excludes Licensed Premises, Retail Premises, Face Coverings and International Travel
Regulations .
The following table provides a breakdown of the total number of incidents by month:
Covid-19
Incidents
Total

2020

2021

Apr*

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan*

193

144

26

95

112

59

118

140

98

30

*Figures for incomplete months (from 8 April 2020 to 9 January 2021).
COVID-19 related fixed penalty notices (fines) are currently in operation for a number of
distinct offences. I am informed that these are recorded on the Fixed Charge Processing System
(FCPS), which only records that information essential to process and post the fine.
It should be noted that different categories of fines came into effect on different dates.
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COVID-19 Related Fines

2020

2021

Nov* - Dec

Jan

Total

Events - Dwellings and Non-Dwellings

-

136

136

Face Coverings

14

65

79

Movement of Persons

-

2,803

2,803

Total

14

3,004

3,018

*Figures are based on the date the fine was incurred and different categories have been in
effect in different time periods. The earliest fines came into effect on 22 November 2020.
I am informed that confirmed COVID-19 incident figures (powers used/breaches of regulations) are based on PULSE data as of 11 January 2021 – these are operational statistics and are
the most recent verified figures available.
In addition, fines information is based on FCPS data on 5 February 2021 and is provisional,
operational and liable to change. Fines figures reported include only those where the fixed payment notice has been printed and sent; this is to ensure that the fine has completed the processing stages.

10/02/2021WRMM03300

Fines Data

684. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons who failed
to pay fines imposed by the courts since the commencement of the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014; the number that had an attachment order, a recovery order or community service
order made against them as a result; the number of persons imprisoned for failure to pay such
fines by year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7394/21]
10/02/2021WRMM03400

685. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the value and number of unpaid
fines in each of the years 2013 to 2020; the value and number of fines imposed by the courts in
each of the years; the steps being taken to recover unpaid fines; and if she will make a statement
on the matter. [7395/21]
10/02/2021WRMM03500

686. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the offence categories in respect
of which fines were imposed by the courts in each of the years 2016 to 2020; the offence categories in respect of which fines were imposed but were not paid in the same period by the number
and value in each case; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7396/21]
10/02/2021WRMM03600

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 684 to
686, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRMM03700

I have requested the figures sought by the Deputy from the Courts Service and I will write
to the Deputy once the information has been submitted, collated and verified.
Bench Warrants

10/02/2021WRMM04000

687. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the number of bench warrants issued in 2019 and 2020; the number outstanding in this regard; the effect the Covid-19 pandemic
has had on the execution of warrants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7397/21]
10/02/2021WRMM04100

Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda
Commissioner is responsible, by law, for the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, including the allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands.
As Minister, I have no role in these matters.
10/02/2021WRMM04200
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In addition to supporting the pubic health regulations during the COVID-19 pandemic emergency, Gardaí have continued to execute warrants as expeditiously as possible, giving priority
to the execution of warrants relating to serious crimes. As the Deputy will appreciate, difficulties in relation to the execution of warrants, including bench warrants, are a long-standing issue
for many police services around the world; notably relating to persons actively seeking to evade
detection, and where limited identification information might be available to support enforcement. The COVID-19 pandemic and associated public health restrictions have of course added
to these longstanding difficulties, but An Garda Síochána are continuing to make every effort to
serve as many warrants as possible.
The table below, furnished to me by the Garda authorities, shows the number of bench warrants issued and the number outstanding for the years in question.
Issue Year
2019
2020

Bench Warrants Issued
38834
15682

Nr. Outstanding
5999
4346

I am informed that these figures were based on collated data from the PULSE system as of
8 February 2021.
Question No. 688 answered with Question No. 629.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRMM04400

689. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the role of pharmacists in the
Covid-19 vaccination programme; when contact will be made with the profession; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [7820/21]
10/02/2021WRMM04500

885. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the role pharmacists will have
in the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out; the phase of the roll-out at which their skills will be required;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7107/21]
10/02/2021WRMM04600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 689
and 885 together.
10/02/2021WRMM04700

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRMM04800

690. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when he will meet his commitment to publish daily reports on Covid vaccine numbers delivered to Ireland and the vaccine
numbers administered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7823/21]
10/02/2021WRMM04900

697. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if he will provide real-time statistics on the daily numbers receiving the vaccines; if he will make this information available
on the Covid tracker app; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6345/21]
10/02/2021WRMM05000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 690
and 697 together.
10/02/2021WRMM05100

Daily vaccine numbers are now being uploaded to the Covid-19 public dashboard since 8
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February 2021 (https://covid-19.geohive.ie/pages/vaccinations). This includes a breakdown by
dose, cohort and vaccine type. Daily vaccination figures are sourced from the HSE’s vaccine
information system.
Daily figures will be available on the Covid App shortly.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRMM05200

691. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when the Covid-19 vaccine
will be made available to Dublin Fire Brigade paramedics; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [7827/21]
10/02/2021WRMM05300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRMM05400

10/02/2021WRNN00200

Covid-19 Pandemic

692. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if a person in any category who
has a conscientious objection to receiving one particular type of Covid-19 vaccine can opt instead for a different vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7597/21]
10/02/2021WRNN00300

828. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if there will be a choice or options provided with regard to Covd-19 vaccines; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6856/21]
10/02/2021WRNN00400

928. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health if there is a provision for persons to choose which vaccine they receive if they are unwilling to take one on religious or moral
grounds. [7314/21]
10/02/2021WRNN00500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 692,
828 and 928 together.
10/02/2021WRNN00600

The European Commission has to date authorised the use of three COVID-19 vaccines in
Ireland following recommendation by the European Medicines Agency (EMA). All of the approved vaccines comply with all the requirements of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the
EU pharmaceutical legislation. In addition, authorised vaccines are subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product Regulatory Authority (HPRA).
It is recommended that you accept the COVID-19 vaccine when it is offered to you. It is not
intended that a choice of vaccine will be provided.
Further information on COVID-19 vaccines can be found here:
https://www2.hse.ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/getting-covid-19-vaccine.html
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRNN00700

693. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the most recent medical advice
regarding pharmacists providing Covid-19 vaccinations. [6328/21]
10/02/2021WRNN00800
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Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRNN00900

Ministerial Correspondence

10/02/2021WRNN01000

694. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will address issues raised in
correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6337/21]
10/02/2021WRNN01100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has adopted RNA PCR as the
gold standard test for diagnosing Covid-19. This is consistent with international best practice.
10/02/2021WRNN01200

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC) recommend that nucleic acid amplification tests, such as RT-PCR, should be
used to detect suspected, active SARS-CoV-2 infection. The advice of the WHO and the ECDC
is available on their websites. For example, in its Technical Report “Options for the use of rapid
antigen tests for COVID-19 in the EU/EEA and the UK”, published on 19 November 2020,
the ECDC confirmed that “To date, testing for SARS-CoV-2 infection mostly relies on reverse
transcription polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) performed on a nasopharyngeal specimen.
This testing method remains the gold standard for detecting SARS-CoV-2 and is characterised
by both high sensitivity and specificity in detecting viral ribonucleic acid (RNA).”
SARS-CoV-2 PCR assays in Ireland are operated in accordance with the manufacturers’
instructions, and the CE marking for the assay. It is the manufacturer that decides the optimal
number of cycles for the assay, not the testing laboratory. For commercial assays, the manufacturer chooses the PCR parameters including the amplification cycles. Intentionally moving
away from the manufacturer’s instruction would invalidate the CE mark.
This position remains unchanged and the WHO Information Notice simply reminds the
professionals involved in the analysis of samples using the rRT-PCR to follow manufacturer
instructions. SARS-CoV-2 PCR assays in Ireland in use by the HSE and laboratories operating
on behalf of the HSE are operated in accordance with the manufacturers’ instructions and the
CE marking for the assay.
Higher Cycle threshold values typically indicate a lower amount of virus in the sample.
However, the CT value alone does not indicate whether the virus load is increasing or decreasing, it does not indicate whether the individual is infectious or not, and it does not provide an
indication of the specimen quality (i.e. how closely the specimen mirrors what is actually happening in the patient’s respiratory tract).
In the Irish context, specificity (or false positive) data are not collated centrally. However,
based on the data we do have available, and based on our growing level of experience with
the SARS-CoV-2 assays in use in Ireland, the false positive rate is estimated to be somewhere
between 0.1% and 0.2% (suggesting a specificity of around 99.8-99.9%). This does mean that
for every 10,000 tests performed, there will potentially be 10-20 false positives, although this
number can be reduced by repeat testing of some low level (or weak) positives. However, it is
often not possible to distinguish between true positives and false positives.
Considerable work has been undertaken to date to evaluate the use of Antigen Detection
Tests (ADTs) in an Irish context and this will continue on an ongoing basis due to the role they
can have in the national testing strategy. In particular, further setting-specific ADT validation
work continues to be undertaken by the HSE. Antigen testing will not, however, replace the
requirement for large scale PCR testing which remains the gold standard for community testing
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The HSE continues to monitor the evidence for other testing types in conjunction with other
public bodies, such as the Health and Information Quality Authority (HIQA), and having regard to best international evidence and advice. On an ongoing basis, the National Public Health
Emergency Team considers and reviews, based on public health risk assessments, how best to
target testing to detect, and mitigate the impact of, the virus across the population. This includes
keeping Ireland’s national testing policy under continuing review.
Covid-19 Tests

10/02/2021WRNN01300

695. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for a PCR test
for a person with symptoms of Covid-19; the waiting time for a PCR test for an asymptomatic
close contact of a confirmed case of Covid-19; the waiting time for a PCR test for a symptomatic close contact of a confirmed case of Covid-19; if there is a difference in waiting times
for close contacts who are symptomatic and those who are asymptomatic; if so, the reason for
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6338/21]
10/02/2021WRNN01400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRNN01500

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRNN01600

696. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the logistics and distribution experts that have been consulted in developing the roll-out processes for the vaccine programme;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6344/21]
10/02/2021WRNN01700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRNN01800

Question No. 697 answered with Question No. 690.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRNN02000

698. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the current listed position regarding family carers to receive the vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6346/21]
10/02/2021WRNN02100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department , endorsed by
the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8
December 2020.
10/02/2021WRNN02200

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac369

Questions - Written Answers

cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Family carers are a diverse group, therefore, each individual will be vaccinated in the group
thatis appropriate to them.

10/02/2021WRNN02300

Vaccination Programme

699. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the position on the list for members of the dentistry profession and primary healthcare staff to receive the vaccine; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6347/21]
10/02/2021WRNN02400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department , endorsed by
the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8
December 2020.
10/02/2021WRNN02500

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated (group 3) are those aged 70 and older in the following
order: 85 and older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
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All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.

10/02/2021WRNN02600

Vaccination Programme

700. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if his Department will provide a
clear dashboard of information regarding the scheduling as to the way that persons will receive
the vaccine in order to provide and easy to understand information source as to when persons
are to receive the vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6348/21]
10/02/2021WRNN02700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to the
timely implementation of a COVID-19 immunisation programme.
10/02/2021WRNN02800

The National COVID-19 Vaccination Strategy, which was prepared by the High-Level Task
Force on COVID-19 Vaccination, was signed off by Cabinet on 15 December 2020.
The vaccines will be rolled out in three phases - the initial roll out, a mass ramp-up and open
access. The highest priority groups, those over the age of 65 living in long-term care facilities
and frontline healthcare workers in direct patient contact, will receive the vaccine first.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often
caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Vaccine allocation is a matter for the Department of Health and further information is available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
Further information on the COVID-19 vaccination programme can be found at:
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https://www2.hse.ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/covid-19-vaccine.html

10/02/2021WRNN02900

Vaccination Programme

701. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if clarity will be provided regarding the suggestion that the EU allocated vaccines according to how well placed member
states are to administer same; if Ireland can receive additional doses of the vaccine if the country was in a position to administer them more quickly; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6349/21]
10/02/2021WRNN03000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is participating in a Procurement Exercise being operated by the European Commission on behalf of Member States to
procure suitable, safe and effective vaccines, in sufficient quantities, to combat COVID-19. Six
Advanced Procurement Agreements (APAs) have been negotiated by the Commission under
this process to date.
10/02/2021WRNN03100

Ireland has agreed to procure five of these vaccine candidates under of the terms of the
APAs; government approval has been obtained to opt-into a sixth, but this is conditional on
certain trial progression criteria being met.
The basic principle for the allocation of the doses to the Member States is the populationbased distribution key. This is a pro rata key on the basis of population numbers and ensures a
fair distribution. Delivery of vaccines to each country is concurrent.
Ireland has signalled its solidarity with the EU approach and has, through its participation,
gained access to a broad range of vaccines that it might not otherwise have access to, and at the
cost agreed collectively by the EU.
Given that there will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all
to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated a national allocation strategy to ensure that
those most at risk of death and serious illness receive the vaccine first. Vaccine allocation is
a matter for my Department and further information is available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
Hospital Data

10/02/2021WRNN03200

702. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that have
presented for self-harm to accident and emergency departments by CHO area and month in
2020 to the latest date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6365/21]
10/02/2021WRNN03300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon
as possible.
10/02/2021WRNN03400

Hospital Data

10/02/2021WRNN03500

703. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that presented for self-harm to accident and emergency departments; the number that were referred for
psychiatric evaluation; the number of persons that received a biopsychosocial assessment, by
CHO area and month in 2020 to the latest date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the
10/02/2021WRNN03600
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matter. [6366/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon
as possible.
10/02/2021WRNN03700

Home Care Packages

10/02/2021WRNN03800

704. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if additional resources will
be made available to the public health system and in particular home support services; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6367/21]
10/02/2021WRNN03900

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Homecare is an
essential service to support people to live in their own homes and their own communities for
as long as possible. The allocation of funding for home supports across the system, though
significant, is finite and services must be delivered within the funding available. The 2020 National Service Plan provides for 18.9m home support hours to be delivered to 53,700 people
and Intensive Home Care Packages delivered to approximately 235 people with approximately
360,000 hours delivered in the full year.
10/02/2021WRNN04000

An additional €150 million is being provided for home support in 2021. The very significant additional funding will provide a further 5 million hours over this year’ target aimed at
keeping older people healthy and happy, in their community, for as long as possible. This represents about a 26% increase in home support hours over the 2020 NSP target.
The Programme for Government (2020) commits to the introduction of “a statutory scheme
to support people to live in their own homes, which will provide equitable access to highquality, regulated home care.” In this regard, the Department is in the process of developing a
statutory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support. It is intended that the new
scheme will provide equitable and transparent access to high-quality services based on a person’s assessed care-needs, and that it will also provide transparency about service-allocation
while ensuring that the scheme operates consistently and fairly across the country.
Work is on-going within the Department to determine the optimal approach to the development of the new scheme within the broader context of the on-going reform of Ireland’s health
and social care system, as envisaged in the Sláintecare Report. This work encompasses the
development of the regulatory framework for the new scheme; the examination of the options
for the financing model for the scheme; and the development of a reformed model of servicedelivery.
The Sláintecare Implementation Plan commits to the establishment of the statutory scheme
for the financing and regulation of home support services by the end of 2021. Work planned
in 2020, including the planned testing of a reformed model of service delivery, was adversely
affected due to the impact of COVID-19 on delivery mechanisms for home support and the
requirement for the diversion of resources to deal with COVID-19. This has had an impact on
the final timeline.
The successful development of this scheme is an ambitious programme of reform and is a
key priority for me, and the Minister for Health. In order to accelerate this work, the Department is working closely with the HSE to ensure that the required resourcing including personnel, governance structures and other requisite resources are scaled up to ensure that significant
progress is achieved by the end of 2021.
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Within this context funding was secured in 2021 for the HSE to progress the roll out of
InterRAI as the standard assessment for care needs in the community, the testing of a reformed
model of service delivery for home support services and the establishment of a National Office
for Home Support Services. All of this work throughout 2021 will progress the development of
a reformed model of service delivery to underpin the statutory scheme.
In parallel, the increased investment in home support services in 2021 will contribute to
meeting the Programme for Government commitment to providing equitable access to home
care.

10/02/2021WRNN04100

Covid-19 Pandemic

705. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if he has considered introducing documentation for those medically exempt from wearing face coverings to ensure that all
those who do not wear masks in retail settings are truly exempt from doing so; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6368/21]
10/02/2021WRNN04200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The public health advice relating to
COVID-19 is kept under continuous review by the National Public Health Emergency Team
(NPHET), by my Department and the Government. The NPHET reviews international developments as a component of their overall examination of the evolving epidemiology of Covid-19
and are informed by the international scientific evidence, and guidance by international bodies
including the World Health Organization (WHO) and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). WHO and ECDC guidance is formulated in the context of considered
appraisal of the international experience and accumulating scientific evidence in relation to
COVID-19.
10/02/2021WRNN04300

As the Deputy is aware, a person, without reasonable excuse, must wear a face covering
when using public transport, in retail outlets, shops and shopping centres, in other indoor spaces
such as libraries, cinemas and cinema complexes, theatres, concert halls, bingo halls, museums,
businesses carrying out cosmetic nail care or nail styling, hair care or hair styling, tattoo and
piercing services, travel agents and tour operators, laundries and dry cleaners and licensed
bookmakers. The regulations relating to face coverings have recently been amended to include
post offices, credit unions and banks.
Face coverings are also recommended in situations where physical distancing may not be
possible, in busy or crowded outdoor spaces where there is significant congregation.
My Department appreciates the challenges experienced by those with medical difficulties
during Covid-19. However, there are no plans, at this time, to introduce documentation for
those deemed medically exempt from wearing face coverings, in the manner proposed by the
Deputy.
The relevant Regulations in relation to face coverings which remain in place until 9 June,
2021 can be found at: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/
The current advice in relation to face coverings is available at https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html and http://www.gov.ie/facecoverings/.
Mental Health Services

10/02/2021WRNN04400
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706. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health his plans for the reopening
of mental health day care centres such as the Owenacurra mental health centre in Midleton,
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6370/21]
10/02/2021WRNN04500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon
as possible.
10/02/2021WRNN04600

10/02/2021WRNN04700

Primary Care Services

707. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when approval will be sanctioned for a medical hub (details supplied) in County Mayo; the reason for the delay in signing
off on the approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6375/21]
10/02/2021WRNN04800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE has responsibility for the
provision, along with the maintenance and operation of Primary Care facilities, the Executive
has been asked to reply directly to the Deputy.
10/02/2021WRNN04900

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRNN05000

708. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will discuss with the National Immunisation Advisory Committee when persons with cystic fibrosis should receive their
vaccination and to determine if they and other vulnerable groups should be included in category
3. [6378/21]
10/02/2021WRNN05100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRNN05200

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
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All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Long-Term Illness Scheme

10/02/2021WRNN05300

709. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will designate classical
homocystinuria as a long-term illness given that a similar condition known as phenylketonuria
is classified as such; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6386/21]
10/02/2021WRNN05400

737. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if he will consider extending
long-term illness cover to HCU, that is, homocystinuria. [6469/21]
10/02/2021WRNN05500

751. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if classical homocystinuria
can be added to the list of conditions covered by the long-term illness scheme in view of the fact
of its similarity to phenylketonuria a disease already on the list. [6550/21]
10/02/2021WRNN05600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 709,
737 and 751 together.
10/02/2021WRNN05700

The Long Term Illness Scheme was established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970
(as amended). The conditions covered by the LTI are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes
insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria;
haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide.
Under the scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.
There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the scheme at this time. However, a review of the current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing hospital and
medication charges, will be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy.
For people who are not eligible for the LTI Scheme, there are other arrangements which
protect them from excessive medicine costs.
Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €114 a month
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.
People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment process, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family.
People who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card,
which covers the cost of GP consultations.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRNN05800

10/02/2021WRNN05900

710. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of healthcare work376
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ers that received their first jab for the Covid-19 vaccine in the period 28 December 2020 to
1 February 2021; the results by week and by healthcare worker subset as per the vaccination
sequencing document; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6390/21]
711. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of healthcare workers that received their second jab for the Covid-19 vaccine in the period 28 December 2020 to
1 February 2021; the results by week and by healthcare worker subset as per the vaccination
sequencing document; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6391/21]
10/02/2021WRNN06000

903. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 179 of 14 January 2021, the number of healthcare professionals vaccinated by grade,
group and category in percentage terms and in tabular form. [7187/21]
10/02/2021WRNN06100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 710,
711 and 903 together.
10/02/2021WRNN06200

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WROO00300

712. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of members of Dublin Fire Brigade who received their first jab for Covid-19 in the period from 28 December to 1
February 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6392/21]
10/02/2021WROO00400

713. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of members of Dublin Fire Brigade who received their second jab for Covid-19 in the period from 28 December to
1 February 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6393/21]
10/02/2021WROO00500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 712
and 713 together.
10/02/2021WROO00600

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WROO00800

714. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn
to incidences in which healthcare workers received their first jab for the Covid-19 vaccination
but did not receive their second jab within 21 days; if so, the results by healthcare worker subset as per the vaccination sequencing document; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6394/21]
10/02/2021WROO00900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible
10/02/2021WROO01000

Cannabis for Medicinal Use

10/02/2021WROO01100

715. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health when he envisages patients
already receiving medical cannabis treatment will be able to subscribe to the access programme
that was recently announced; and the process for subscribing to this scheme. [6398/21]
10/02/2021WROO01200
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Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Any patient with one of the three specified conditions and under the direct supervision of an appropriately trained and experienced
medical consultant will be able to apply to the Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP).
The specified medical conditions (medical indications) are:
10/02/2021WROO01300

- Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis;
- Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy;
- Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.
The MCAP has been included in the HSE Service Plan 2021 and is a five year pilot programme for the treatment of the three specified conditions above.
The operationalisation and commencement of the MCAP is the responsibility of the HSE.
The HSE will establish and maintain a Register for the Medical Cannabis Access Programme
to facilitate the enrolment and recording of certain data including patient identifiers (in anonymised format), prescribers enrolled in the programme, as well as prescribed / supplied medical cannabis products.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WROO01400

716. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health if any death of a patient in
Ireland has been associated with the taking of the three vaccines for Covid-19 which have been
licensed to date; and if the relevant health bodies have a duty to investigate deaths in circumstances in which death occurred shortly after the administration of the first or second dose of
such vaccines. [6404/21]
10/02/2021WROO01500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Authorised vaccines are subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product Regulatory Authority (HPRA).
10/02/2021WROO01600

At present there are three COVID-19 vaccines authorised for use by the European Medicines Agency (EMA).
The HPRA has received a small number of reports of elderly patients, who had underlying
conditions and passed away following vaccination. These reports have been carefully reviewed
and based on the information provided, have not raised any concern regarding the safe use of
Comirnaty in this population. It can be expected that fatalities due to progression of underlying
disease or natural causes will continue to occur, including following vaccination, however, this
does not mean it was caused by the vaccine.
The HPRA follows up on reports of suspected adverse reactions received from Healthcare
professionals and members of the public through the voluntary reporting system, including any
deaths notified following vaccination.
Cannabis for Medicinal Use

10/02/2021WROO01700

717. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to extend the
qualifying illnesses from the three current conditions for others who suffer chronic pain and
wish to be prescribed under the programme further to the commencement of the medical cannabis access programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6406/21]
10/02/2021WROO01800
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Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) report “Cannabis for Medical Use – A Scientific Review”, the HPRA advised
that if access to cannabis is to be permitted for medical purposes that it should only be made
available for the treatment of patients with specified medical conditions which have failed to
respond to all other previous treatments, and where there is at least modest evidence that cannabis may be effective.
10/02/2021WROO01900

The specified medical conditions (medical indications) are:
1. Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis resistant to all standard therapies and interventions whilst under expert medical supervision;
2. Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy, despite the use of standard anti-emetic regimes whilst under expert medical supervision;
3. Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy that has failed to respond to standard
anticonvulsant medications whilst under expert medical supervision.
The HPRA did not consider that the available evidence supported the use of cannabis in
other medical conditions.
The MCAP has been included in the HSE Service Plan 2021 and is a five year pilot programme for the treatment of the three specified conditions.
Hospital Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WROO02000

718. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients currently
waiting on bone anchor hearing aids, by hospital, in tabular form. [6408/21]
10/02/2021WROO02100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WROO02200

Hospital Data

10/02/2021WROO02300

719. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of bone anchor hearing aids fitted in each of the years from 2018 to 2020 in Tullamore Hospital. [6409/21]
10/02/2021WROO02400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WROO02500

Hospital Data

10/02/2021WROO02600

720. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of bone anchor hearing aid procedures due to take place in Tullamore Hospital in 2021; and the number that took
place in each of the years from 2018 to 2020. [6410/21]
10/02/2021WROO02700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WROO02800

Hospital Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WROO02900
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721. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the input surgeons have in the
decision-making process of prioritising those suffering from hearing loss for bone anchor hearing aids. [6411/21]
10/02/2021WROO03000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WROO03100

Hospital Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WROO03200

722. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for all children
for speech and language therapy by community healthcare organisation area, in tabular form;
and the length of time each age group is waiting. [6417/21]
10/02/2021WROO03300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government, Our
Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Government in a better
way.
10/02/2021WROO03400

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the
best outcomes.
As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Drug Treatment Programmes

10/02/2021WROO03500

723. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of needle exchanges
and their operating hours, by county, in 2019 and 2020, respectively. [6418/21]
10/02/2021WROO03600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WROO03700

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WROO03800

724. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if pharmacists will be administering the Covid-19 vaccine to those aged over 70s; if not, if consideration will be given to
including them in the roll-out (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6419/21]
10/02/2021WROO03900

827. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health the role envisaged for community pharmacists in the Covid-19 vaccination of those aged over 70s; the reason for the decision
in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6853/21]
10/02/2021WROO04000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 724
and 827 together.
10/02/2021WROO04100

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

380

10 February 2021

Substance Misuse

10/02/2021WROO04200

725. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health when he expects online engagements for the citizens’ assembly on drug use to be convened. [6426/21]
10/02/2021WROO04300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government includes the commitment to convene a Citizen’s Assembly to consider matters relating to drug
use. The timing of this, and other assemblies, over the lifetime of the Government has yet to be
determined. Consideration of the Citizen’s Assembly on drugs use (including the methods by
which engagements can take place) is at an early stage.
10/02/2021WROO04400

The Government is committed to a health-led approach to drug use. In line with this, the
Department of Health is leading on the implementation of the Health Diversion Programme
for individuals found in possession of drugs for personal use. This programme is based on the
recommendations of an expert working group in 2019, informed by 20,000 public responses to
an online survey. This programme will be reviewed after the first full year of implementation,
to ensure that it is meeting all of it aims and to make any necessary changes.
In addition, the Department of Health is coordinating a mid-term review of the actions in
the national drugs strategy, with the expectation that an updated set of actions will be agreed in
Q1 2021.
I am committed to a health-led approach to drug use. I look forward to the commencement
of the Health Diversion Programme in 2021. The learnings to be derived from this programme
could help inform the focus of a Citizen’s Assembly on drugs use in due course.
Sexually Transmitted Infections

10/02/2021WROO04500

726. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when sexual health screening appointments will resume, in view of the fact that only emergency appointments are being carried
out at present. [6436/21]
10/02/2021WROO04600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WROO04700

Health Services

10/02/2021WROO04800

727. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an application
by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6442/21]
10/02/2021WROO04900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.
10/02/2021WROO05000

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Addiction Treatment Services

10/02/2021WROO05100
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728. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of community development workers funded by his Department to work in addiction services in each of the years
from 2010 to 2020, in tabular form [6450/21]
10/02/2021WROO05200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WROO05300

HSE Staff

10/02/2021WROO05400

729. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the average salary of a community development worker in the HSE. [6451/21]
10/02/2021WROO05500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond to the
Deputy on this matter.
10/02/2021WROO05600

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRPP00200

730. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health the number and proportion
of the National Ambulance Service, Dublin Fire Brigade and other workers providing front-line
ambulance services that have been given their first and second scheduled vaccinations against
Covid-19 as of 1 February 2020 or the latest date available. [6458/21]
10/02/2021WRPP00300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP00400

Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRPP00500

731. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health the number of front-line
ambulance workers from all services that have contracted Covid-19; and the number that are
believed to have contracted it as part of their work. [6459/21]
10/02/2021WRPP00600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter I have asked
the HSE to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP00700

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRPP00800

732. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been
drawn to the fact that Covid-19 vaccinations for many front-line paramedics in the Dublin Fire
Brigade service were cancelled; the reason the vaccinations were cancelled; the date for the
completion of vaccinations for Dublin Fire Brigade and National Ambulance Service staff; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6460/21]
10/02/2021WRPP00900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP01000

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRPP01100

10/02/2021WRPP01200

733. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if Covid-19 vaccinations
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were rolled-out to a private firm providing financial or other non-healthcare functions to the
HSE before the completion of vaccination of front-line paramedics [6461/21]
Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP01300

Addiction Treatment Services

10/02/2021WRPP01400

734. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the estimated number of addiction workers employed both publicly and as section 39 workers currently. [6464/21]
10/02/2021WRPP01500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as
soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP01600

Addiction Treatment Services

10/02/2021WRPP01700

735. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual cost of
needle exchanges by task force. [6465/21]
10/02/2021WRPP01800

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The HSE has
responsibility for the administration of the national needle exchange programme. The Executive is best placed to provide the Deputy with a breakdown of the costs of the programme by
Community Healthcare Organisation (CHO) area.
10/02/2021WRPP01900

In this regard, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly.
Ambulance Service

10/02/2021WRPP02000

736. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the number of
calls made for an ambulance in the area covered by the Carlow ambulance base in January
2021; the number of calls made to the ambulance service in Carlow from 1 January to 31 December 2020; the number of calls to the ambulance service in Carlow from 1 January to 31
December 2020 for the Carlow and south-east region that were dealt with by ambulances from
outside the Carlow area; the average response time for an ambulance from when a call is placed
to emergency services to when an ambulance arrives at the scene; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6468/21]
10/02/2021WRPP02100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP02200

Question No. 737 answered with Question No. 709.
Disability Services Provision

10/02/2021WRPP02400

738. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of HSE nurse care for
a child (details supplied). [6470/21]
10/02/2021WRPP02500

10/02/2021WRPP02600

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme
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for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Government in a better way.
The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the
best outcomes.
As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Addiction Treatment Services

10/02/2021WRPP02700

739. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of addiction councillors currently employed by the HSE and as section 39 workers, respectively. [6471/21]
10/02/2021WRPP02800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP02900

Addiction Treatment Services

10/02/2021WRPP03000

740. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the funding or assistance
available for a person who has limited financial needs but needs to go to a treatment centre for
alcohol; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6478/21]
10/02/2021WRPP03100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as
soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP03200

Mental Health Services

10/02/2021WRPP03300

741. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the funding given to services to
run dual diagnosis programmes by community healthcare organisation, CHO, or task force in
tabular form. [6481/21]
10/02/2021WRPP03400

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is as
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as
soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP03500

HSE Staff

10/02/2021WRPP03600

742. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the average salary of a mental
health worker employed by the HSE. [6482/21]
10/02/2021WRPP03700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond to the
Deputy on this matter.
10/02/2021WRPP03800

Hospital Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WRPP03900
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743. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of patients on the waiting list for juvenile arthritis treatment in Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin; the number
of those in counties Laois and Offaly; the waiting times for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6484/21]
10/02/2021WRPP04000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I sincerely regret that children can experience a long waiting time for hospital appointments and procedures, and I am conscious of the
burden that this places on them and their families. This Government is committed to improving waiting times for all patients accessing hospital treatment across all specialties, including
rheumatology.
10/02/2021WRPP04100

Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) has advised the Department that during the initial phases
of COVID-19, all face to face hospital outpatient reviews and most of the planned diagnostic
tests, including MRI, were deferred in response to the pandemic. From June onwards, CHI at
Crumlin had recommenced the majority of outpatient and diagnostic services, albeit at reduced
numbers, due to public health guidelines on social distancing. However, due to the recent rapid
increase in the number of COVID-19 cases in the community and the need to reduce the number of people coming into the children’s hospitals, CHI is prioritising emergency, urgent and
time sensitive procedures and care. In so far as possible, most out-patient clinics have been
moved to virtual or telephone clinics, unless specified by the consultant that a face to face review is needed.
Children’s Health Ireland is engaging with the HSE on a proposal to secure funding for an
additional MRI scanner for Children’s Health Ireland at Crumlin in order to meet the needs
of current and future MRI service. Children’s Health Ireland has further advised my Department that there is an active recruitment campaign for an additional Rheumatology Consultant
underway. This additional position will allow for an increased number of patients to be seen,
diagnosed and treatment initiated, as part of the comprehensive Rheumatology service.
In relation to the data requested by the Deputy, the National Treatment Purchase Fund
(NTPF) collect, collate and publish waiting lists in respect of outpatient specialties and inpatient/daycase procedures. Waiting times can be examined in terms of the appointment or procedure that a patient is waiting for, however, it is not possible to identify patients based on their
clinical diagnosis, such as juvenile arthritis.
The attached tables provide details of the total number of patients awaiting a first Outpatient
appointment with a Consultant Rheumatologist at CHI Crumlin at the end of December 2020,
and the number of those patients with an area of residence in counties Laois and Offaly.
The total number of patients awaiting a Rheumatology inpatient or day case procedure
(IPDC) at CHI Crumlin is also provided, however the NTPF have advised my Department that
they are unable to provide the breakdown of patients on the Rheumatology IPDC waiting list
with an area of residence in counties Laois and Offaly due to the low numbers involved, as this
would breach Statistical Disclosure Control.
[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-02-11_pq743-10-02-2021_en.xlsx”>Rheumatology</a>]
Gambling Sector

10/02/2021WRPP04200

744. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of a gambling
prevalence survey. [6487/21]
10/02/2021WRPP04300
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745. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health where the location a full copy of
questions asked as part of the current drug and alcohol survey can be found. [6488/21]
10/02/2021WRPP04400

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 744 and 745 together.
10/02/2021WRPP04500

The national survey on drug and alcohol use is a general population survey of households
in Ireland conducted by the Health Research Board (HRB) to estimate the number of people in
Ireland who use drugs and alcohol. It is expected that the report on the survey will be published
in the 2nd quarter of 2021.
The technical report for the 2014/2015 general prevalence survey can be found at the link
below. This report sets out the research methodology for the survey including the questionnaire.
https://www.drugsandalcohol.ie/30311/1/NACDA_2014-15_Technical_Report.pdf
The estimated cost of a gambling prevalence survey does not fall within the remit of the
Department of Health. This query should be directed towards the Department of Justice and
Equality as it leads on gambling regulation, including research on gambling.
Health Services

10/02/2021WRPP04700

746. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter raised
in correspondence (details supplied). [6491/21]
10/02/2021WRPP04800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP04900

Medical Aids and Appliances

10/02/2021WRPP05000

747. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an assessment will be arranged for an electric wheelchair with a specialised frame for a person (details supplied); if the
process will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6494/21]
10/02/2021WRPP05100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRPP05200

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRPP05300

748. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health the items in the general practitioner vaccination contract over and above that which nurses do for less than a quarter of the
hourly rate of doctors. [6498/21]
10/02/2021WRPP05400

868. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide additional
remuneration for nursing staff in general practice settings in line with the €120 payment being
provided to the general practitioner; and the reason for the position of his Department in this
regard. [7044/21]
10/02/2021WRPP05500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 748
and 868 together.
10/02/2021WRPP05600
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Among the healthcare workers that will administer vaccinations under National COVID-19
Vaccination Programme Strategy and Implementation plans, only GPs and pharmacists are private practitioners, and as such require the setting of fees payable for the administration of
vaccines against Covid-19. Where fees are paid to GPs, these are intended to include the full
costs of scheduling and administering the vaccine and must cover not only GP pay, but also
the additional payments to practice nurses and practice administrators who will be involved in
providing vaccinations outside of normal clinic hours, as well as the additional costs of cleaning surgeries.
GPs and pharmacists are being asked to provide a proactive vaccination service which will
require dedicated vaccination clinics while also maintaining regular services. They are also
being asked to undertake administrative functions with regard to patient identification and consent. As with other types of vaccinations, the fees reflect the amount of time required, administrative complexity, and the level of post-vaccination care likely required. Furthermore, the fees
have been agreed in consideration that GPs will be providing this service to both private and
public patients without charge.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRQQ00200

749. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason pharmacists
were not included with general practitioners when they were being vaccinated recently given
their ongoing interactions with the public throughout the pandemic period and the fact that they
could be and probably will be relied upon to help in vaccinating the community in the near future when the full roll-out of vaccines begins in earnest. [6500/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ00300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRQQ00400

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im387
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munisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRQQ00500

750. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health the vaccination category Dublin Fire Brigade paramedics are in; and when vaccinations are likely to be scheduled. [6524/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ00600

775. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the position of firefighters and paramedics in the vaccination roll-out scheme; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6628/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ00700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 750
and 775 together.
10/02/2021WRQQ00800

The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC)
and my Department, endorsed by the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and
approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
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not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.
The HSE has published a document on the sequencing of COVID-19 vaccination of frontline healthcare workers, which provides more detail. It is available at the following link:
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/covid-19-vaccinematerials/sequencing-of-covid-19-vaccination-of-frontline-healthcare-workers.pdf
Question No. 751 answered with Question No. 709.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRQQ01000

752. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if accompanying a child
for parental access outside of Ireland is deemed essential travel; if self-quarantine at home on
return to Ireland will be sufficient; if not, if mandatory quarantine in a hotel will be required
under the proposed travel restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6551/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ01100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I signed new regulations titled S.I. No.
29 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No 10)
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2021 on Friday 29 January, which detail reasonable excuses
for travel to an airport or port for purpose of leaving the State.
10/02/2021WRQQ01200

This list includes:
- if the person is a parent or guardian of a child, or a person having a right of access to a
child, to give effect to arrangements for access to the child by the person, or another person
who is (I) a parent or guardian of the child, or
(II) a person having a right of access to the child,
where the person is not ordinarily resident in the State, to leave the State.
Under the SI No. 44/2021 arriving passengers (with a limited list of exemptions) are required to home quarantine for 14 days at the address given on their Passenger Locator Form.
A second ‘non-detected’ PCR test result taken no less than 5 days after arrival can end the
quarantine period. However certain countries are designated as having a variant of concern
(currently Brazil & South Africa) and arrivals from these countries do not have the option to
end quarantine early.
Close consideration is continuously given to all travel measures and intending travellers
should ensure that they are familiar with all Irish public health measures before travelling to
Ireland.
Health Promotion

10/02/2021WRQQ01300

753. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if his Department will launch a
vitamin D campaign to highlight the benefits of vitamin D, particularly in the context of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6553/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ01400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that the existing
guidance on vitamin D was updated in November 2020 and advises that adults aged 65 and
10/02/2021WRQQ01500
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older to take a 15 microgram (600 IU) daily supplement for bone and muscle health.
An evidence synthesis paper on vitamin D and COVID-19 prepared for NPHET was discussed at its meeting of January 28. The NPHET agreed that efforts should be made to increase
awareness of existing guidance; and that adults spending increased time indoors or are housebound or in long-term residential care or have dark skin pigmentation are also recommended to
take a daily vitamin D supplement.
These recommendations for the use of vitamin D are being incorporated into wider messaging, and additionally are being communicated across the health service, including nursing
homes and social care settings as necessary.
There is currently no plan for a campaign providing vitamin D supplements to certain groups.
The NPHET agreed that at present there is insufficient high-quality evidence with respect to
vitamin D in the prevention and treatment of COVID-19, and noted that ongoing developments,
particularly Randomised Control Trials, in this area be monitored by the NPHET with guidance
reviewed accordingly.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRQQ01600

754. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if it will be ensured
that the residents at the 24-hour high dependency unit at St. Columbcille Village, Clonmany,
County Donegal, receive the Covid-19 vaccine as soon as possible; and his views on whether
such older persons in 24-hour care should not have been left behind in the first round of vaccines. [6565/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ01700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRQQ01800

Nursing Homes Support Scheme

10/02/2021WRQQ01900

755. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when the necessary funds
will be released in respect of a fair deal application in the case of a person (details supplied)
who has been approved under the scheme but is awaiting release of funds; if this application
can be expedited bearing in mind the care requirements of the applicants; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6568/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ02000

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an operational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as
soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRQQ02100

Medical Records

10/02/2021WRQQ02200

756. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the way in which a person can access medical records from St. Joseph’s Hospital, Coole, County Westmeath. [6569/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ02300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the Health Service Executive to examine the issue raised and respond to the Deputy directly.
10/02/2021WRQQ02400
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Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRQQ02500

757. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the logistics for those who do
not have a general practitioner to avail of the Covid-19 vaccination roll-out; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [6570/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ02600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.
10/02/2021WRQQ02700

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRQQ02800

758. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Health if any Covid-19 vaccines have been
provided to employees of pharmaceutical companies in their workplaces or elsewhere as part of
the Covid-19 vaccination programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6573/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ02900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by the
National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and the Department of Health, endorsed
by the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8
December 2020.
10/02/2021WRQQ03000

Vaccine allocation is a matter for the Department of Health and further information is available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often
caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
HSE Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WRQQ03100
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759. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of an appointment for
a person (details supplied); if the case will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6574/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ03200

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Government in a better way.
10/02/2021WRQQ03300

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the
best outcomes.
As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRQQ03400

760. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if there are guidelines for the
type of masks which ought to be used in different settings; and if the possibility of the design
of masks with a see-through panel would have advantages in allowing a more congenial form
of protection. [6576/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ03500

854. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if there are updated guidelines
on the use of clear face masks and plastic face shields for those who are deaf or hard of hearing
and who rely on lip reading to communicate particularly in relation to classroom and workplace
settings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6977/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ03600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 760
and 854 together.
10/02/2021WRQQ03700

The public health advice relating to COVID-19 is kept under continuous review by the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), by my Department and the Government. The
NPHET reviews international developments as a component of their overall examination of the
evolving epidemiology of Covid-19 and are informed by the international scientific evidence,
and guidance by international bodies including the World Health Organization (WHO) and the
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). WHO and ECDC guidance is
formulated in the context of considered appraisal of the international experience and accumulating scientific evidence in relation to COVID-19.
It is important to emphasise that the wearing of face coverings is an additional hygiene
measure and should not take the place of good hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette and other
personal protective public health measures. Face coverings should be used properly, in line with
the guidance to wash hands before putting them on and after taking them off.
As you will be aware, face coverings are mandatory on public transport, including in taxis,
as well as in bus and rail stations and in shops and other retail outlets, including in post offices,
banks and credit unions. They are also mandatory in other indoor public spaces such as libraries, cinemas, theatres and museums. It is mandatory for employees in customer facing roles in
food and beverage premises (consumption on the premises) to wear a face covering.
The use of face coverings by people is recommended in situations where physical distancing
may not be possible, such as in crowded workplaces, places of worship and in busy or crowded
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outdoor spaces where there is significant congregation. It is also recommended to wear a face
covering when visiting the homes of those who are over 70 years of age or who are medically
vulnerable. You should also wear a face covering on your way to and from your table in restaurants.
Face coverings are not recommended for anyone who:
- has trouble breathing
- is unconscious or incapacitated
- is unable to remove it without help
- has special needs and who may feel upset or very uncomfortable wearing them
- needs to communicate with someone who has learning difficulties, is hard of hearing or
deaf
In these cases, if the person can wear a visor, it will give them some protection. But these are
the only times when you should wear a visor. Cloth face coverings are a better way to protect
yourself from COVID-19.
The current advice in relation to face coverings is available at https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-masks-disposable-gloves.html and http://www.gov.ie/facecoverings/.
The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has published guidance on the use of
face coverings by the general public, including information on the different types of face coverings, which is available here:- https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/ppe/useoffacemasksbythegeneralpublic/
Guidance%20on%20use%20of%20face%20masks%20by%20the%20general%20public.pdf
The HPSC has also published a Brief Evidence Summary on the efficacy of visors compared
with masks in the prevention of transmission of COVID-19 in non-healthcare settings, which
is available here:- https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/
infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/ppe/useoffacemasksbythegeneralpublic/Current%20
evidence%20on%20the%20use%20of%20face%20coverings.pdf
The relevant Regulations in relation to face coverings which remain in place until 9 June,
2021 can be found at:
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid19-pandemic/
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRQQ03800

761. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if there will be a difference in the
way patients discharged from public hospitals to nursing homes are considered in terms of the
vaccination programme. [6579/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ03900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRQQ04000

Nursing Staff

10/02/2021WRQQ04100
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762. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses employed
as agency staff who are operating between two or more public nursing homes. [6580/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ04200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRQQ04300

Assisted Human Reproduction

10/02/2021WRQQ04400

763. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the details of a scheme (details
supplied); the criteria for same; the eligibility criteria for the scheme; the waiting list for same;
the hospitals in which the scheme is being operated; the way in which to obtain a referral; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6581/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ04500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, a commitment to introduce the model of care for infertility, which was developed by officials in my
Department in conjunction with the HSE’s National Women & Infants Health Programme, is
included in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared Future”. This model of care will
ensure that infertility issues will be addressed through the public health system at the lowest
level of clinical intervention necessary. It will comprise three stages, starting in primary care
(i.e., GPs) and extending into secondary care (i.e., Regional Fertility Hubs) and then, where
necessary, tertiary care (i.e., IVF and other advanced assisted human reproduction (AHR) treatments). Structured referral pathways will be put in place and patients will be referred onwards
for further investigations or treatment as required and as clinically appropriate. It is intended
that, in line with available resources, this model of care for infertility will be rolled out on a
phased basis over the course of the coming years.
10/02/2021WRQQ04600

Phase One of the roll-out of the model of care has commenced and involves the establishment, at secondary care level, of Regional Fertility Hubs in maternity networks. which will facilitate the management of a significant proportion of patients presenting with infertility issues.
Funding of €2m was provided to the HSE to commence Phase One of the roll-out of the model
of care in 2020. This was utilised specifically in respect of the development of the first four Regional Fertility Hubs – namely, Cork Maternity University Hospital, the Rotunda Hospital, the
National Maternity Hospital and the Coombe Women & Infants University Hospital.
Additional funding of just over €1m is being made available to enable the continuation of
Phase One of the roll-out in 2021, including through the setting-up of the final two Regional
Fertility Hubs, to be located in Galway and Limerick.
The roll out of Phase One has been slowed due to the management of the Covid-19 pandemic by the health service broadly and its impact upon the provision of elective health services,
including fertility services.
Phase Two of the roll-out will see the introduction of tertiary infertility services, including
IVF, in the public health system. Phase Two will not commence until such time as infertility
services at secondary level have been developed across the country and the AHR legislation is
commenced. Drafting of the AHR legislation is ongoing, in conjunction with the Office of the
Attorney General.
Overall, the implementation of the model of care will help to ensure the provision of safe,
effective and accessible infertility services at all levels of the public health system as part of the
full range of services available in obstetrics and gynaecology.
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Assisted Human Reproduction

10/02/2021WRQQ04700

764. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the way in which private sector
IVF is regulated; the plans he has in place in this area; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6582/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ04800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, currently
there is no specific legislation in Ireland governing assisted human reproduction (AHR). There
is limited existing regulation relating to the use of gametes and embryos.
10/02/2021WRQQ04900

In 2006 the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) was designated as the competent
authority for SI No. 158 of 2006 (Quality and Safety of Human Tissues and Cells) Regulations,
which governs the quality and safety standards in the donation, procurement, testing, processing, preservation, storage and distribution of human tissues and cells, including gametes and
embryos. These regulations empower the HPRA to authorise and monitor tissue establishments,
which include some fertility clinics.
Of further relevance, the Children and Family Relationships (CFR) Act 2015 reforms and
updates family law to address the needs of children living in diverse family types. Parts 2 and 3
of that Act are the responsibility of the Minister for Health. These Parts of the CFR Act regulate
aspects of AHR involving donated gametes and embryos and are specifically concerned with
parentage rules for children born through donor assisted human reproduction (DAHR) procedures, obligations applying to facilities providing such procedures and the establishment of the
National Donor-Conceived Person Register.
Accordingly, the drafting of a bill on AHR and associated areas of research, based on the
published General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill, was approved by Government. This comprehensive and far-reaching piece of legislation encompasses the regulation, for
the first time, of a wide range of practices, including in vitro fertilisation (IVF).
The General Scheme also provides for the establishment of an independent regulatory authority for AHR, and a number of the main envisaged functions of this body relate to the licensing of AHR treatment providers and ensuring compliance with the provisions of the legislation.
The drafting of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill is ongoing by my officials, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. The publication of the AHR Bill is a priority
for my Department and the Government, and a commitment to enact this legislation is included
in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared Future”.
Overall, the provisions outlined within the General Scheme will ensure that AHR practices
and related areas of research are conducted in a more consistent and standardised way and with
the necessary oversight. The aim of the AHR legislation is to promote and ensure the health and
safety of parents and others involved in the process while, most importantly, consideration of
the welfare and best interests of children born as a result of AHR is the key principle underpinning all legislative measures in this area.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRQQ05000

765. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health his plans for introducing rapid
antigen testing at hospitals for outpatients. [6583/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ05100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRQQ05200
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Hospital Car Parks

10/02/2021WRQQ05300

766. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to implement the recommendations made in the HSE review into hospital car parking charges published
at the end of 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6595/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ05400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government makes
a commitment to introduce a cap on the maximum daily charge for patients and visitors at all
public hospitals where possible, and to introduce flexible passes in all public hospitals for patients and their families.
10/02/2021WRQQ05500

My Department and the HSE are currently engaging on this issue.
Hospital Car Parks

10/02/2021WRQQ05600

767. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the revenue collected from
car parking charges at the RCSI Hospital Group of hospitals in 2019, by each hospital in the
group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6596/21]
10/02/2021WRQQ05700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRQQ05800

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRRR00200

768. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when pharmacy staff will be vaccinated (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6597/21]
10/02/2021WRRR00300

826. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health when a cohort of workers (details provided) will receive the Covid-19 vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6852/21]
10/02/2021WRRR00400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 768
and 826 together.
10/02/2021WRRR00500

The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC)
and my Department, endorsed by the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and
approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
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The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.
The next group (Group 3) to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following
order: 85 and older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.

10/02/2021WRRR00600

Primary Medical Certificates

769. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn
to the substantial delays in the issuing of primary medical certificates during the Covid-19
pandemic restrictions; the steps he is taking to rectify the matter; if online consultations been
examined for applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6600/21]
10/02/2021WRRR00700

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRRR00800

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Deputy Paschal Donohoe. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which
provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Deputy Stephen
Donnelly, issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that
Primary Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I understand that the HSE is considering the matter of Primary
Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services presented
by COVID.
As the issue raised by the Deputy relating to on-line consultations is a service matter, I
have arranged to have the question referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the
Deputy.
Hospital Appointments Status

10/02/2021WRRR00900
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770. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) is
on the waiting list for a cataract procedure in the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital, Dublin.
[6601/21]
10/02/2021WRRR01000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
10/02/2021WRRR01100

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capacity related to Covid-19.
This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related
activity and time-critical essential work.
Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.
Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.
In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/02/2021WRRR01200

Primary Medical Certificates

771. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when applications for the primary
medical certificate will continue (details supplied). [6603/21]
10/02/2021WRRR01300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRRR01400

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Deputy Paschal Donohoe. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which
provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Deputy Stephen
Donnelly, issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that
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Primary Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I understand that the HSE is considering the matter of Primary
Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services presented
by COVID.
Hospital Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WRRR01500

772. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons
awaiting vascular surgery appointments; and the extent to which this number has fluctuated
over the past four years to date. [6621/21]
10/02/2021WRRR01600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
10/02/2021WRRR01700

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capacity related to Covid-19.
This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related
activity and time-critical essential work.
Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.
The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.
An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an Access to Care Fund,
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and €30m to the NTPF for the provision of treatment as required in both private and public hospitals in order to address capacity issues in acute
hospitals and waiting lists.
The information requested by the deputy is outlined in the attached document. The latest
published National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) figures (Dec 2020) show that the vascular
surgery outpatient waiting list has increased by 63% over the last 4 years (December 2017 –
December 2020). The inpatient & daycase (IPDC) waiting list has shown a 59% decrease when
a comparison is made with the same period (December 2017 – December 2020).
[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-02-10_pq772-10-02-2021_en.xlsx”>Vascular Surgery</a>]

10/02/2021WRRR01800

Hospital Data
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773. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the rota of consultant cover
for the accident and emergency department at Naas General Hospital for each weekend from
January to December 2020. [6622/21]
10/02/2021WRRR01900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRRR02000

10/02/2021WRRR02100

Hospital Data

774. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time
equivalent cardiac consultants required to provide 24-7 cardiac cover at Naas General Hospital.
[6623/21]
10/02/2021WRRR02200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRRR02300

Question No. 775 answered with Question No. 750.
Covid-19 Tests

10/02/2021WRRR02500

776. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a passenger returning home to
Ireland requires a Covid-19 test on a connecting flight from Portugal in view of the fact that he
or she will need a Covid test leaving Brazil; and if he or she will need another test for a connecting flight in Portugal given that he or she will not be leaving the airport. [6635/21]
10/02/2021WRRR02600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since the 16th January it has been a
requirement for passengers arriving to Ireland from overseas to present a COVID-19 passenger
locator form and evidence of a negative pre-departure RT-PCR test taken within 72 hours of
travel upon arrival to Ireland.
10/02/2021WRRR02700

The RT-PCR test result must be shown prior to boarding and once again to border officials
upon entry. Travellers that do not present a test result to border officials upon entry are committing an offence and may be subject to prosecution.
SI No. 44/2021 provides that passengers who cannot provide evidence of a pre-departure
test at the point of entry are required to take a PCR test within 36 hours of arrival. Failure to do
so will be an additional offence.
If the journey began in South Africa or Brazil the passenger is required to quarantine for 14
days.

10/02/2021WRRR02800

Cross-Border Health Initiatives

777. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if it will be ensured that a permanent scheme will be put in place to replace the cross-border directive scheme post Brexit; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6660/21]
10/02/2021WRRR02900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since 1 January 2021, the provisions of
the EU Cross Border Directive (CBD) no longer apply to the UK. On the 28th December 2020
the Government approved the implementation of a new Northern Ireland Planned Healthcare
Scheme. The new Scheme operational from 1 January 2021 will enable persons resident in the
10/02/2021WRRR03000
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State to access and be reimbursed for private healthcare in Northern Ireland by the HSE, provided such healthcare is publicly available within Ireland. It is intended that the scheme will
operate for 12 months on an administrative basis initially, with a view to developing a general
scheme to provide a statutory basis for the scheme.
Furthermore, the HSE has also put in place transitional arrangements for certain patients
who have a legitimate expectation of continuing to access care in the UK under the current
provisions of the EU Cross-Border Directive Scheme including provision for reimbursement
of healthcare costs by the HSE to persons who fall into certain categories, such as patients who
can evidence that they have treatment booked prior to December 2020 for treatment in 2021.
Patients are advised to contact the HSE CBD office directly with queries on individual applications and whether they are covered by the transitional arrangements or the Northern Ireland
Planned Healthcare Scheme.
Patients also continue to have access to health services under the EU CBD Scheme in all
other remaining EU/EEA countries.
In the context of the Covid-19 Pandemic, persons seeking to utilise these schemes should
review and adhere to the public health guidance and restrictions in place at any point in time.

10/02/2021WRRR03100

Vaccination Programme

778. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the expert
advice from NIAC (details supplied) on which clinical decisions are based regarding the timeframe in which family carers will be vaccinated; if the advice will be made public; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6661/21]
10/02/2021WRRR03200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by the
National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and the Department of Health, endorsed
by the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8
December 2020.
10/02/2021WRRR03300

Vaccine allocation is a matter for the Department of Health and further information is available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often
caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
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All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Family carers are a diverse group, therefore, each individual will be vaccinated in the group
that is appropriate to them.
Nursing Staff

10/02/2021WRRR03400

779. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the allocation of a
public health nurse in Killashandra, County Cavan; if a nurse will be put in place urgently; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6662/21]
10/02/2021WRRR03500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRRR03600

Ophthalmology Services

10/02/2021WRRR03700

780. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of ophthalmology
clinics (details supplied); the days on which the services are operational; the locations of the
clinics; if clarity will be provided for clinics in Cavan town; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6663/21]
10/02/2021WRRR03800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRRR03900

Health Services Charges

10/02/2021WRRR04000

781. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review charges for service users (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6664/21]
10/02/2021WRRR04100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as
soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRRR04200

Health Services Provision

10/02/2021WRRR04300

782. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the facilities and options
available for persons with epilepsy in view of the lack of investment in neurology services and
staff shortages in neurology centres nationwide. [6672/21]
10/02/2021WRRR04400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Brainwave – the Irish Epilepsy Association
10/02/2021WRRR04500

This project is a Sláintecare funded initiative. The purpose of the project is to develop a
Pathway of Community Care Supports for people with Epilepsy in Ireland.
Context: The cumulative incidence of epilepsy is about 68/100,000 giving approx. 2,000
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new diagnoses each year. Of the 40,000 PWE in Ireland, about 70% are well controlled on
medication, with 12-15,000 people in regular contact with secondary/tertiary services. PWE
often experience mental health problems & the condition has significant implications for social,
vocational & occupational aspirations.
This innovative project demonstrates how a joint approach between staff based in hospital,
primary care and the community can work together, to support people with Epilepsy with the
management of their condition. The project has is delivering the service virtually due to COVID 19 and provides one-to one appointments, where necessary.
The project is delivering:
- Joint education programmes to 120 People with Epilepsy with follow up one-to-one appointments.
- Conducting research interviews with GPs and people with Epilepsy to gather their views
on the concept and content of a patient held “checklist”.
- Training on engagement with Patients With Epilepsy for GPs, using the checklist.
To date, participants are reporting positive outcomes from the intervention:
Outcome: Of those whose evaluations have been analysed - 88% of participants reported an
increase in their knowledge about their condition
Outcome: Of those whose evaluations have been analysed - 94% rated their confidence in
dealing with their epilepsy as improved.
A second Sláintecare funded initiative is with St. James’s Hospital: Keeping people with
severe epilepsy independent
This project is working with epilepsy patients, especially long term homeless people and
those with an intellectual disability living in residential care. It will use remote and virtual care
working with people with epilepsy in order to help prevent their admission to the hospital.

10/02/2021WRRR04600

Hospital Staff

783. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the number of staff by job
title working in the ophthalmology department of the Mater Hospital, Dublin; the number of
vacancies by job title; the estimated cost of filling each of the vacancies in tabular form; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [6673/21]
10/02/2021WRRR04700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRRR04800

Hospital Staff

10/02/2021WRRR04900

784. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if funding will be provided
for the recruitment of additional full-time consultants in endocrinology and diabetes mellitus
for Our Lady’s Hospital, Navan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6674/21]
10/02/2021WRRR05000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRRR05100
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Hospital Staff

10/02/2021WRRR05200

785. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the number of consultants
by specialist posts that are currently vacant in the Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital, Dublin
in tabular form; the length of time each post has been vacant; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6675/21]
10/02/2021WRRR05300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to reply directly
to the Deputy with the specific details sought.
10/02/2021WRRR05400

Health Services Staff

10/02/2021WRRR05500

786. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review an article (details supplied); if a similar gesture for front-line workers will be announced here by way of time
in lieu or bonuses; if his Department has discussed the matter; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6693/21]
10/02/2021WRRR05600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Both I and my Department recognise
that our dedicated health care workers play a key role in our national effort against Covid-19.
Their determination and commitment to assisting our sick and vulnerable to get the medical
treatment they need, has and continues to be, very much appreciated.
10/02/2021WRRR05700

Others across the public and private sectors also deserve to be commended for their efforts
in combatting the pandemic.
It should be noted that the pursuit of cost increasing pay claims are specifically excluded
under the terms of the Public Service Stability Agreement. This means that any additional time
off, or bonus including additional pay are not permitted under the PSSA.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRSS00200

787. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that Dublin
Fire Brigade paramedics have not yet received their vaccination (details supplied); the reason
for the delay in the vaccinations; and the governance arrangements under which Dublin Fire
Brigade receives vaccinations. [6694/21]
10/02/2021WRSS00300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS00400

10/02/2021WRSS00500

Mental Health Services

788. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the status of the pilot telepsychiatry
service as set out in the programme of Government (details supplied); if the service has commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6699/21]
10/02/2021WRSS00600

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is as service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon
as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS00700
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10/02/2021WRSS00800

Abortion Services Provision

789. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the details of the reproductive services available in County Sligo; the steps his Department is taking to address gaps in services;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6700/21]
10/02/2021WRSS00900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, under the
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 services for termination of pregnancy are available in this country in both hospital and community settings.
10/02/2021WRSS01000

Terminations up to 9 weeks of pregnancy are provided in the community setting by General
Practitioners. Terminations up to 12 weeks of pregnancy are currently available in 10 maternity hospitals. My Department continues to engage with the HSE’s National Women & Infants
Health Programme in relation to plans for the further rollout of termination services in additional maternity hospitals.
There is regular ongoing engagement between my Department and the HSE to facilitate the
smooth-running of the service and to resolve any issues that may arise.
As the Deputy has requested details of the services available in County Sligo, which is a
service issue, I have referred his question to the HSE for answer as soon as possible.
HSE Staff

10/02/2021WRSS01100

790. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who have
been recruited by the HSE since January 2020; the total increase of HSE employment this represents in net terms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6701/21]
10/02/2021WRSS01200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS01300

National Cervical Screening Programme

10/02/2021WRSS01400

791. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of general practitioner
services that have suspended CervicalCheck examinations since 1 December 2020; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6702/21]
10/02/2021WRSS01500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): General practice has continued to operate during the Covid-19 public health emergency and GPs are still seeing patients where necessary, albeit with infection-control measures in place. However, the exceptional circumstances
faced by medical practitioners during the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a change in how
GP services are delivered.
10/02/2021WRSS01600

The CervicalCheck programme are continuing to operate their services during the current
level 5 restrictions, however they may have reduced capacity in the short-term. The National
Screening Service (NSS) are notifying women that they do not need to book with their own GP
and that a list of registered screeners and information on booking with alternative sample takers
in their area is available on their website www.hse.ie/cervicalcheck
As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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10/02/2021WRSS01700

Health Services Staff

792. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if an assessment nurse (details
supplied) will be provided in counties Cavan and Monaghan; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6705/21]
10/02/2021WRSS01800

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter, I asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as
possible.
10/02/2021WRSS01900

Covid-19 Tests

10/02/2021WRSS02000

793. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of days testing per
week being carried out for Covid-19 in County Cavan and at the county GAA grounds in County Monaghan; his plans to relocate the test centres with a view to having one for both counties;
if a preferred location has been chosen for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6714/21]
10/02/2021WRSS02100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS02200

Hospital Staff

10/02/2021WRSS02300

794. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies in Cavan General and Monaghan hospitals unfilled or filled on a temporary basis; and the details of
each by categories (details supplied). [6720/21]
10/02/2021WRSS02400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS02500

10/02/2021WRSS02600

Prescriptions Charges

795. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details supplied) must pay a high cost for a weekly prescription; if there is an alternative to this medication
that is funded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6726/21]
10/02/2021WRSS02700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the particular issue raised relates to
an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to
the Deputy.
10/02/2021WRSS02800

10/02/2021WRSS02900

Hospital Services

796. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health his plans to enhance services at a
hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6734/21]
10/02/2021WRSS03000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS03100
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Hospital Data

10/02/2021WRSS03200

797. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of attendances to a
hospital (details supplied) between 2010 and to date in 2021; if there are plans to return this
service to seven days per week or open late evenings; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6735/21]
10/02/2021WRSS03300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS03400

Hospital Facilities

10/02/2021WRSS03500

798. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 841 and 842 of 24 November 2020, the status of plans for the project referred to
(details supplied) for Cavan General Hospital; the stage the plans are at; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6736/21]
10/02/2021WRSS03600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.
10/02/2021WRSS03700

10/02/2021WRSS03800

Health Services Provision

799. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of services for persons
with Parkinson’s disease in counties Cavan and Monaghan; the locations in which services are
available, that is, in primary care or a hospital setting; his plans to introduce a dedicated nurse
in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6737/21]
10/02/2021WRSS03900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS04000

Maternity Services

10/02/2021WRSS04100

800. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of pregnant mothers who used a scanner (details supplied) in Cavan General Hospital to date per month since
its introduction to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6741/21]
10/02/2021WRSS04200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS04300

Disability Services Provision

10/02/2021WRSS04400

801. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of a project (details
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6742/21]
10/02/2021WRSS04500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser10/02/2021WRSS04600
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vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs
and plan their lives.
As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Disability Services Provision

10/02/2021WRSS04700

802. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health when a facility (details supplied)
will open; if funding will be secured for 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6759/21]
10/02/2021WRSS04800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.
10/02/2021WRSS04900

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/02/2021WRSS05000

Primary Medical Certificates

803. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if he will consider increasing the
number of medical officers in the HSE who are responsible for issuing primary medical certificates on a temporary basis to reduce the growing waiting list; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6784/21]
10/02/2021WRSS05100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRSS05200

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly,
T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that Primary
Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I understand that the HSE is considering the matter of Primary
Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services presented
by COVID.
As the issue raised by the Deputy relating to a temporary increase in the number of Medical
Officers to undertake Primary Medical Certificate assessments is a service matter, I have ar408
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ranged to have the question referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.

10/02/2021WRSS05300

Vaccination Programme

804. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been
drawn to concerns about places on the list of priority for vaccine roll-out for persons with multiple sclerosis in treatment cycles who are particularly vulnerable; and the steps he will take to
resolve the matter. [6786/21]
10/02/2021WRSS05400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRSS05500

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.

10/02/2021WRSS05600

Dental Services

805. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Health if first class pupils in County
Longford who did not receive an appointment with the school dentist in 2020 due to Covid-19
will be facilitated in 2021 alongside 2020-21 first class pupils (details supplied). [6791/21]
10/02/2021WRSS05700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRSS05800

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRTT00200
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806. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if those who are considered very
high risk by the HSE if they contract Covid-19 and have been told to remain home from work
following an occupational health assessment are a priority in the vaccine schedule; when persons with sarcoidosis on the lungs with pulmonary fibrosis will be vaccinated; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [6794/21]
10/02/2021WRTT00300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRTT00400

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Dental Services

10/02/2021WRTT00500

807. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the expected waiting period for
a new entrant onto the waiting list for orthodontic services including dental braces in CH07;
the number of persons on the current waiting list for over one, two, three, four and five years,
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6805/21]
10/02/2021WRTT00600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRTT00700

Primary Medical Certificates

10/02/2021WRTT00800

808. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting

10/02/2021WRTT00900
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processing of applications for the primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6806/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRTT01000

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly,
T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that Primary
Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I understand that the HSE is considering the matter of Primary
Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services presented
by COVID.
As the question raised by the Deputy is a service matter, I have arranged to have the question
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRTT01100

809. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing home residents who have received their first and second doses of the vaccine for Covid-19; the number
of residents still to receive their first and second doses of the vaccine; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6815/21]
10/02/2021WRTT01200

945. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of residents and
staff in nursing homes who have yet to receive the first dose of the vaccine; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7380/21]
10/02/2021WRTT01300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 809
and 945 together.
10/02/2021WRTT01400

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Prescriptions Data

10/02/2021WRTT01500

810. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of prescriptions
issued in each of the years 2017 to 2020 for antidepressants; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6831/21]
10/02/2021WRTT01600
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811. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of prescriptions
issued to medical card holders in each of the years 2017 to 2020 for antidepressants; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6832/21]
10/02/2021WRTT01700

812. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of prescriptions
issued in each of the years 2017 to 2020 for antidepressants which were reimbursed via PCRS;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6833/21]
10/02/2021WRTT01800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 810 to
812, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRTT01900

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Mental Health Services

10/02/2021WRTT02200

813. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of referrals to
mental health services in each of the years 2017 to 2020, by service in tabular form; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6834/21]
10/02/2021WRTT02300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter, I asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as
possible.
10/02/2021WRTT02400

Mental Health Services

10/02/2021WRTT02500

814. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of clinical diagnoses for different mental health conditions in each of the years 2017 to 2020, in tabular form;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6835/21]
10/02/2021WRTT02600

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter, I asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as
possible.
10/02/2021WRTT02700

Hospital Data

10/02/2021WRTT02800

815. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of staffed and fully
funded critical care beds in each hospital by hospital and hospital group; the number that are
open, closed due to staffing, closed due to IPC and other relevant categories in tabular form; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6841/21]
10/02/2021WRTT02900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Significant additional critical care capacity has been put in place in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, with funding for 40 additional adult critical care beds provided in March 2020. The HSE has advised that between
280 and 285 permanent adult critical care beds are now fully staffed and open, with the precise
number on any given day fluctuating due to staffing or other operational factors. This compares
to a baseline figure of 255 beds available in January 2020.
10/02/2021WRTT03000

A Strategic Plan for Critical Care was noted by Government in December 2020 and aims to
bring permanent adult critical care capacity in Ireland to 321 by the end of 2021 and to 446 in
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the long term in line with the recommendations of the Health Service Capacity Review.
A total of €52m was provided to advance the Critical Care Strategic Plan in Budget 2021.
This will retain, on a permanent basis, the 40 adult critical care beds put in place on a temporary
basis last year and add significant new build bed capacity, as well as allowing for the development of a workforce plan and education initiatives to grow the critical care workforce.
In relation to the specific queries raised by the Deputy, I have asked the HSE to respond
directly to him to provide the details requested.
Hospital Data

10/02/2021WRTT03100

816. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of funded and
staffed inpatient general acute hospital beds in place on 1 February 2020, by hospital and hospital group; the number open, closed due to staffing, closed due to IPC and other relevant categories in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6842/21]
10/02/2021WRTT03200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRTT03300

Health Services Staff

10/02/2021WRTT03400

817. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time
equivalent nursing and midwifery positions by grade funded, filled on a permanent, temporary
and agency basis, respectively, and vacant in each hospital by hospital and hospital group in
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6843/21]
10/02/2021WRTT03500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRTT03600

Health Services Staff

10/02/2021WRTT03700

818. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time
equivalent consultant positions by speciality funded, filled on a permanent, temporary and
agency basis, respectively, and vacant in each hospital on 1 February 2020, by hospital and
hospital group in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6844/21]
10/02/2021WRTT03800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRTT03900

Health Services Staff

10/02/2021WRTT04000

819. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time
equivalent healthcare assistant positions funded, filled on a permanent, temporary and agency
basis, respectively, and vacant in each hospital on 1 February 2020, by hospital and hospital
group in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6845/21]
10/02/2021WRTT04100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRTT04200
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Health Services Staff

10/02/2021WRTT04300

820. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of whole-time
equivalent NCHD positions funded, filled on a permanent, temporary and agency basis, respectively, and vacant in each hospital on 1 February 2020, by hospital and hospital group in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6846/21]
10/02/2021WRTT04400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRTT04500

Health Services Staff

10/02/2021WRTT04600

821. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of temporary,
agency or locum staff currently employed in acute hospitals by profession and occupation and
by hospital and hospital group in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6847/21]
10/02/2021WRTT04700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRTT04800

Hospital Data

10/02/2021WRTT04900

822. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient appointments cancelled by hospitals for each month in 2020 and January 2021, by hospital and
hospital group in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6848/21]
10/02/2021WRTT05000

823. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient appointments cancelled by hospitals for each month in 2019, 2020 and January 2021, by hospital
and hospital group in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6849/21]
10/02/2021WRTT05100

824. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of outpatient appointments cancelled by hospitals in each month in 2019, 2020 and for January 2021, by hospital and hospital group in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6850/21]
10/02/2021WRTT05200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 822 to
824, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRTT05300

I fully acknowledge the distress and inconvenience for patients and their families when
elective procedures are cancelled. While every effort is made to avoid cancellation or postponement of planned procedures, the HSE has advised that planned procedures and operations can
be postponed or cancelled for a variety of reasons including capacity issues due to increased
scheduled and unscheduled care demand.
The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capacity related to Covid-19.
This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related
activity and time-critical essential work.
Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To
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ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.
In relation to the specific queries raised regarding cancellations, as this is a service issue, I
have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Hospital Data

10/02/2021WRUU00200

825. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of hospital staff by
occupation that tested positive for Covid-19 by hospital and hospital group in tabular form; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6851/21]
10/02/2021WRUU00300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy.
10/02/2021WRUU00400

Question No. 826 answered with Question No. 768.
Question No. 827 answered with Question No. 724.
Question No. 828 answered with Question No. 692.

10/02/2021WRUU00800

Health Services

829. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the development
of a unique patient identifier; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6863/21]
10/02/2021WRUU00900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Individual Health Identifier (IHI)
was developed specifically for the health service and has its legal basis under the Health Identifiers Act 2014. The IHI is a key enabler for integrated care and eHealth as it facilitates joining
of disparate health records about the same patient from different healthcare settings.
10/02/2021WRUU01000

All electronic referrals from GP practice systems to hospitals now have the IHI inserted as
they are transmitted to the hospital, provided the referral contains the necessary demographic
details. GP practice systems have been updated to store and display the IHI. The GP contract
also provides agreed timelines for the adoption and use of IHIs by GPs.
In the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, the planned implementation of the IHI to many
national systems was paused and instead, priority for IHI implementation was switched to the
use in the Covid Track & Trace and Covid Vaccination Systems. Vaccination records require a
unique identifier to be assigned for each person and the IHI is ideally suited for this.
The IHI has been deployed for the Covid-19 Case Tracker and it has been included on all
Covid-19 referrals for tests or assessments. The IHI is embedded in transactions from the point
of referral for a Covid-19 test to the communication of test results to clinicians and to the individual. This includes IHI use with the allocation of Covid-19 tests, the receipt of Covid-19
test swabs into the laboratories for analysis and the return of that result to public health and for
contact tracing if required.
Importantly, the IHI will also be employed as part of the current development of the national
system for Covid-19 vaccinations. The HSE IT system for the national Covid-19 vaccination
programme has been developed at an exceptional pace and the IHI will be used as a unique
identifier assigned to an individual’s vaccination record.
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Health Services

10/02/2021WRUU01100

830. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the status of the development
of the electronic health record; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6864/21]
10/02/2021WRUU01200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The procurement process of an Electronic Health Record (EHR) for the National Children’s Hospital is currently in progress. Following a review of scope and governance of the EHR proposed for CHI, a peer review team,
assigned by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, recommended proceeding to
the procurement phase of the project.
10/02/2021WRUU01300

The open tender was published in December 2019. As this is a complex system, a competitive dialogue process is being employed. Phase 1 is now complete and a shortlist of suitably
qualified and experienced candidates has been selected. Phase 2 commenced in November 2020
and will complete later this year. The timeframe for completion of the procurement process is
aligned with the timeline of the overall CHI programme.
Home Care Packages

10/02/2021WRUU01400

831. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a full or an increase
in the homecare package will be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6876/21]
10/02/2021WRUU01500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational matter, I have
asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRUU01600

10/02/2021WRUU01700

Vaccination Programme

832. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the position of special needs assistants on the vaccination schedule. [6878/21]
10/02/2021WRUU01800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRUU01900

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The roll out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
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focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in front line services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.

10/02/2021WRUU02000

Health Services

833. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the status of pay restoration for
workers in the remaining 250 section 39 organisations; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6880/21]
10/02/2021WRUU02100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): An agreement was reached by parties
at the Workplace Relations Commission in October 2018, in relation to a process of pay restoration for staff employed by 50 pilot agencies. Pay restoration commenced in April 2019 with
an annual pay increase of up to €1,000. Any outstanding balance would be paid in two equal
amounts in 2020 and 2021, if due.
10/02/2021WRUU02200

The agreement reached at the WRC noted that some of the organisations (approximately
250) which did not form part of the pilot phase are also likely to have pay restoration issues. It
stated that a process of engagement to address this would commence in 2019. It is the organisations who were identified in that initial agreement reached at the WRC in 2018 that are included
in this final phase of pay restoration.
Since late 2019, there was a number of meetings between the parties at the WRC, in relation
to this final phase. The HSE have been costing this next phase of pay restoration and have asked
those eligible 250 organisations, who were included as part of the WRC agreement, to submit
an application which will be subject to assessment and verification by the HSE.
I can confirm that following engagement at the Workplace Relations Commission in early
December, the parties reached an agreement in relation to the 250 organisations. A payment
arrangement consisting of three phases was agreed with the first two payments to be made in
2021.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRUU02300

834. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the status of the plan to vaccinate
staff working in disability long-term care facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6881/21]
10/02/2021WRUU02400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRUU02500
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Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The roll out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in front line services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Front line healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.

10/02/2021WRUU02600

Vaccination Programme

835. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the status of plans for mass vaccination centres in south-west County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6882/21]
10/02/2021WRUU02700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRUU02800

10/02/2021WRUU02900

Disability Services Data

836. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the reason for the long delay in
publishing the capacity review of disability services; the target date for publication to which he
is working; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6911/21]
10/02/2021WRUU03000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In line with Sláintecare vision it is essential, that over the next number of years, the State moves to a population-based planning
approach, based on demographic and geographic considerations, that reflects both the health
and social care needs of those within our population, including those who require specialist disability services. This approach provides an opportunity to prioritise and design the health and
social care services that need to be developed for each region, so the population can get the right
10/02/2021WRUU03100
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care, in the right place, at the right time in line with HIQA standards and available resources.
The Disability Social Care Demand and Capacity Requirements up to 2032 is a Sláintecare
Action Plan deliverable. The Report is currently being finalised.

10/02/2021WRUU03200

Covid-19 Pandemic

837. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will provide clarity
on the definition and classification of essential travel; and the details of the steps that a person
who has health or mental health issues that needs to travel from the UK to Ireland needs to do
in order that they are complying to guidelines. [6917/21]
10/02/2021WRUU03300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I signed new regulations titled S.I. No.
29 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No 10)
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2021 on Friday 29 January, which detail reasonable excuses
for travel to an airport or port for purpose of leaving the State:
10/02/2021WRUU03400

- To work, comply with a contract of employment or contract for services, or otherwise
engage in work or employment
- To provide services to, or perform the functions of, an office holder appointed under any
enactment or under the Constitution, or a member of either House of the Oireachtas, the European Parliament or a local authority
- To provide services essential to the functioning of diplomatic missions and consular posts
in the State
- To attend, for educational reasons a primary or secondary school, or a university, higher
education institution or other education and training facility, to the extent that it is necessary for
such educational reasons to attend in person
- To accompany any other person residing with the person, or a vulnerable person, to one of
the education facilities mentioned above
- To attend a medical or dental appointment, or accompany, to such an appointment, any
other person residing with the person, or a vulnerable person
- To seek essential medical, health or dental assistance for the person, for any other person
residing with the person, or for a vulnerable person
- To attend to vital family matters (including providing care to vulnerable persons)
- To attend a funeral
- To fulfil a legal obligation (including attending court, satisfying bail conditions, or participating in ongoing legal proceedings), attend a court office where required, initiate emergency
legal proceedings or execute essential legal documents
- if the person is a parent or guardian of a child, or a person having a right of access to a
child, to give effect to arrangements for access to the child by the person, or another person
who is (I) a parent or guardian of the child, or
(II) a person having a right of access to the child,
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where the person is not ordinarily resident in the State, to leave the State.
Additionally, all arrivals into Ireland from overseas (with limited exemptions) are required
to present a COVID-19 passenger locator form, evidence of a negative pre-departure RT-PCR
test taken within 72 hours of travel upon arrival, and are required to quarantine for 14 days at
the address given on their Passenger Locator Form.
Patients who can show that they are travelling to Ireland for an urgent medical reason are
exempt from the requirements to present a negative PCR test and complete the quarantine period. They are advised to observe quarantine at times when not attending a health care facility
for treatment.

10/02/2021WRUU03500

Vaccination Programme

838. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details
supplied) regarding the vaccination schedule; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6919/21]
10/02/2021WRUU03600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRUU03700

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The roll out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in front line services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Family carers are a diverse group, therefore, each individual will be vaccinated in the group
that is appropriate to them.
420

10 February 2021
10/02/2021WRUU03800

Vaccination Programme

839. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns expressed by general practitioners that they are not being adequately informed with respect to
their participation in the vaccine roll-out plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6922/21]
10/02/2021WRUU03900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The roll-out of the vaccination plan is
complex and subject to a number of factors such as vaccination authorisation processes, clinical
advice based on emergent data, and vaccine supply chain volatility. As set out in the published
government vaccination strategy, vaccination planning has to be agile, flexible and to be capable of evolving over time. My Department is working in close cooperation with the HSE to
develop and implement a comprehensive vaccination plan in which GPs will play a key role.
10/02/2021WRUU04000

The role of GPs was subject of intense discussions last week with the IMO, and a communication from the IMO, agreed with the HSE, issued to its members on Friday evening, 5
February. In addition, an IMO-arranged webinar was held on 9 February to provide further
information to GPs. Further information will be made available when it is possible to do so.

10/02/2021WRUU04100

National Cancer Strategy

840. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementation
of the national cancer strategy specifically the strategies recommendation to develop a systematic, evidence-based mechanism to ascertain the potential benefits and the cost effectiveness
of various initiatives including chemoprevention which will inform future cancer prevention
programmes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6923/21]
10/02/2021WRUU04200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Cancer prevention is a cornerstone of
the National Cancer Strategy as it offers the most cost-effective, long-term approach to cancer
control. The HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) works closely with Healthy
Ireland on cancer prevention initiatives and is prioritising the implementation of evidence-based
interventions to reduce cancer lifestyle risks and to increase public protection from known carcinogens. The National Skin Cancer Prevention Plan is among the initiatives involved, and a
series of rolling cancer awareness campaigns is planned.
10/02/2021WRUU04300

A National Cancer Prevention Network has been established, comprising the NCCP, Irish
Cancer Society, Marie Keating Foundation, Breakthrough Cancer Research and the Irish Skin
Foundation. The network facilitates collaboration on cancer prevention initiatives, agreement
of consistent evidence based cancer prevention public awareness messages and support of national programmes.
A sum of €20m has been allocated for the continued implementation of the National Cancer
Strategy this year. This funding will facilitate developments across prevention, diagnosis, treatment and patient supports.
Dental Services

10/02/2021WRUU04400

841. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if any applications have been made
to the HSE to provide dental services in Birr, County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6924/21]
10/02/2021WRUU04500
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Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRUU04600

10/02/2021WRUU04700

Health Services

842. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the status of the work of his Department with respect to the three year review of the Health (Termination of Pregnancy) Act
2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6928/21]
10/02/2021WRUU04800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, section
7 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 states that“The Minister
shall, not later than 3 years after the commencement of this section, carry out a review of the
operation of this Act.”
10/02/2021WRUU04900

The review clause was included in the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act
2018 in order to facilitate monitoring of the operation of the legislation in practice, as well as of
the delivery of services in the area.
As set out in the Programme for Government Our Shared Future, the Department of Health
intends to conduct the review in 2021.
Dental Services

10/02/2021WRUU05000

843. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the overall funding package allocated in budget 2021 to the oral hygiene and dental sector for GMS patients and increased tax
reliefs for private patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6946/21]
10/02/2021WRUU05100

Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The dental benefit operated by the department is demand led, with the Department providing for an annual oral examination and cleaning for all qualified PRSI contributors and their dependent spouses who opt to
avail of such services.
10/02/2021WRUU05200

An allocation of €57.16m has been assigned for the dental benefit scheme in 2021.
I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRVV00200

844. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the stage in the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out it is envisaged persons living in sheltered accommodation such as these facilities
(details supplied) will be offered vaccinations; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6947/21]
10/02/2021WRVV00300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRVV00400

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
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The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Health Services Provision

10/02/2021WRVV00500

845. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the number of patients availing of the type 2 diabetes cycle of care programme in 2018, 2019 and 2020; the cost of the
programme to date; if he plans to extend it to patients with type 2 diabetes who do not have a
medical card or general practitioner only visit card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6948/21]
10/02/2021WRVV00600

846. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the evaluation of the type 2
diabetes cycle of care that has been undertaken; the number of general practitioners that have
returned their annual audit data for each of the past five years; if the audit data for each year has
been evaluated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6949/21]
10/02/2021WRVV00700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 845
and 846 together.
10/02/2021WRVV00800

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment process, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. People
who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which covers
the cost of GP consultations.
Diabetes is currently listed on the Long-Term Illness Scheme which means that patients can
receive a range of medicines from their community pharmacy without charge.
As the Diabetes cycle of care is run by the HSE, I have referred the Deputy’s question to
them for direct reply as soon as possible.
Health Services Funding

10/02/2021WRVV01000
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847. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if Sláintecare funding for the
development of a national register for diabetes has been made available; if the proposed work
has begun; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6950/21]
10/02/2021WRVV01100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In September 2019 Sláintecare Integration funding was allocated to the HSE to design and procure a National Diabetes Registry demonstrator product and develop a full specification plan for a National Diabetes Registry. The
development of a National Diabetes Registry will have a long-term benefit on
10/02/2021WRVV01200

- Patient care by facilitating benchmarking of individual care against guideline recommendations and QI feedback to practitioners
- Provision of appropriate health services by providing reliable information to healthcare
planners and policymakers.
This project was paused in March 2020, as it was dependant on the input and expertise of
key HSE staff who were redeployed onto urgent COVID-19 work. This project remains a priority and, subject to COVID-19, will be revisited again in the future.
Health Services Staff

10/02/2021WRVV01300

848. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health his plans to employ community
diabetologists to support the implementation of Sláintecare and the type 2 diabetes cycle of care
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6951/21]
10/02/2021WRVV01400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the Health Service Executive to examine the issues raised and respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRVV01500

Early Childhood Care and Education

10/02/2021WRVV01600

849. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health the number of children under
two and a half years of age nationwide and in the Dublin region that availed of early intervention from the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6968/21]
10/02/2021WRVV01700

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Government in a better way.
10/02/2021WRVV01800

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the
best outcomes.
As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/02/2021WRVV01900

Health Services

850. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the progress made following
the review in 2017 of the working group to discuss and review the 1993 boarding out regulations; the plans in place to change and update these regulations; his plans to change and update
10/02/2021WRVV02000
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the financial arrangements with the small number of providers involved which have been in
existence for the past 27 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6970/21]
Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): According to the
Health Service Executive there are 17 boarding out facilities across 3 of the Community Health
Organisations (CHO); CHO 1, CHO2 and CHO8.
10/02/2021WRVV02100

The last year has been a very challenging year for the health system, and the response to
the current pandemic, has highlighted the importance of the need to support people, including
our older people, to access the right care, in the right place, at the right time. The Boarding Out
Scheme will be examined in due course in the context of consideration of the overall reform of
older persons services.
Healthcare Policy

10/02/2021WRVV02200

851. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the
implementation of the Crowe Horwath report on public health medicine. [6972/21]
10/02/2021WRVV02300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department and the Health Service Executive (HSE) are committed to delivering on the recommendations that were made for
Public Health in the Crowe Horwath report. The report recognised the very important role that
public health medicine plays in the health of our population and in how our health service is
managed and delivered.
10/02/2021WRVV02400

Initial progress on the implementation of the future public health model was paused due to
demands related to the Covid-19 response. Officials in the Department, in conjunction with the
HSE have since completed a substantial amount of work on a detailed framework for the future
public health model. As engagement with the Irish Medical Organisation (IMO) to discuss a
pathway to the introduction of this reformed model is ongoing, it would not be appropriate for
me to discuss in any detail what the future public health model may look like.
Further to these discussions, I also committed to significant investment in Public Health
when I announced plans to double the current workforce last September, by recruiting an additional 255 permanent staff, at an annual cost of over €17m. This includes public health doctors,
nurses, scientists, and support staff. This is not only a response to the current pandemic but is
an investment in the future development of our Public Health function.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRVV02500

852. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the measures and initiatives he has taken to support well-being during Covid-19. [6973/21]
10/02/2021WRVV02600

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Since early
2018, Healthy Ireland national communications campaigns have highlighted key messages
around eating well, being physically active and minding our mental wellbeing. The current
campaign, ‘Keep Well’, promotes resilience and positive physical and mental health and wellbeing in the context of the current Covid-19 pandemic.
10/02/2021WRVV02700

Sláintecare has provided €7m to support the delivery of initiatives and support services,
working with a range of partners including the HSE, Local Authorities, Children’s and Young
People’s Services Committees, Sport Ireland, the Creative Ireland Programme, Libraries Ireland and Bord Bia.
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The campaign is focused on five main themes. These are:
Keeping active and being outdoors. Physical activity can be really helpful in improving
mood and reducing anxiety, in addition to keeping us all fit and healthy. Sport Ireland is leading a series of initiatives to support us in keeping active and to exercise within our own local
areas and within social distancing guidelines. in addition, sporting organisations and clubs have
developed ways to support local communities.
Staying connected with people safely, as addressing isolation, supporting volunteerism and
initiatives that support person-to-person connection are vital to our well-being.
Earlier in the year saw the launch of the Community Call service, which aimed to provide
supports to vulnerable groups. This was recently expanded, with Local Authorities supported to
provide a local community helpline and befriending service.
Working with partner organisations, including An Garda Síochána, NGOs and Volunteer
Ireland, there is a particular emphasis on identifying and supporting those most at risk of isolation.
Switching off and being creative or learning something new, getting back to nature and finding ways to relax can also be really beneficial for building resilience and general wellbeing. An
example of this is The Design and Craft Council of Ireland’s recently launched range of initiatives involving craftspeople and makers across the country as part of a nationwide campaign.
Local Authorities and libraries, with involvement from Creative Ireland, and working with
partners at national and local level, have developed and are providing a range of initiatives to
support individual and community creativity in the arts, crafting, culture and heritage.
Eating well. By nourishing our bodies and minds, we can develop a better connection between the food we eat and how we feel and positively impact our physical and mental wellbeing.
Bord Bia are providing information and resources to support healthy eating over these
months. In the coming months, a major initiative will commence to support more people to
grow their own food, which will help to forge greater connections between community networks.
Minding your mood. Under this theme, people are being equipped with information on
where to go if they need support. This will also be linked with the local community helpline to
ensure that people can access the help they need.
The HSE have launched a series of “Minding Your Wellbeing” online videos, which provides an opportunity for people to learn more about key elements of mental wellbeing such as
mindfulness, gratitude, self-care and resilience.
The Keep Well campaign is currently expected to run until March 2021, and Healthy Ireland campaigns will continue to support key Healthy Ireland outcomes; healthy eating, obesity
reduction, increased levels of physical activity and positive mental health.
Future campaigns will, in addition, work with partners to support the wider determinants of
health, the key themes in the forthcoming Healthy Ireland Strategy and the evolving national
response to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRVV02800
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853. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the process and procedures
a person must adhere to in order to travel here to work as a prescribed essential worker for the
spring, summer and autumn season in respect of seasonal agricultural workers that are EU citizens; and the Covid-19 mitigation measures they must undertake before arriving and on arrival.
[6975/21]
10/02/2021WRVV02900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the current regulations, only specific categories of travellers, these are listed on www.gov.ie, are exempt from completing mandatory quarantine. This list does not include seasonal agricultural workers.
10/02/2021WRVV03000

From 16 January 2021, passengers, with limited exemptions, arriving into Ireland (except
those arriving directly from Northern Ireland) are required to have a negative/‘not detected’
result from a pre-departure COVID-19 PCR test carried out no more than 72 hours prior to arrival in Ireland.
Arriving passengers are required to quarantine for 14 days at the address given on their
Passenger Locator Form. A second ‘non-detected’ PCR test result taken no less than 5 days
after arrival can end the quarantine period. However certain countries are designated as having
a variant of concern (currently Brazil & South Africa) and arrivals from these countries do not
have the option to end quarantine early.
Close consideration is continuously given to all travel measures and intending travellers
should ensure that they are familiar with all Irish public health measures before travelling to
Ireland.
Question No. 854 answered with Question No. 760.

10/02/2021WRVV03200

Primary Medical Certificates

855. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health his views on redeploying
area medical staff resulting in the postponing of primary medical certificate assessments; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [6980/21]
10/02/2021WRVV03300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRVV03400

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly,
T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that Primary
Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I understand that the HSE is considering the matter of Primary
Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery and resto427
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ration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services presented
by COVID.
As the issue raised by the Deputy relating to the redeployment of Medical Officers is a
service matter, I have arranged to have the question referred to the HSE for consideration and
direct reply to the Deputy.
Hospice Services

10/02/2021WRVV03500

856. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if funding for a hospice
(details supplied) will be included in the 2021 HSE service plan; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6985/21]
10/02/2021WRVV03600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRVV03700

10/02/2021WRVV03800

Covid-19 Pandemic

857. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Health if there are provisions to facilitate
parents who have to accompany a child on a flight to the UK in the context of Covid-19 restrictions and polymerase chain reaction, PCR, test requirements (details supplied). [6987/21]
10/02/2021WRVV03900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The risks posed by new variants of
concern have necessitated the adoption of more stringent travel measures to mitigate against
importation of these variants.
10/02/2021WRVV04000

S.I. No. 29 of 2021 along with S.I. No. 30 of 2021 (Fixed Penalty Notice Regulations) were
signed on Friday 29 January last. These Regulations give effect to Government decisions of
26 January 2021 by providing for the extension of the current public health restrictions to 5th
March 2021 and that a person whose place of residence is in the State shall not leave it to go to
an airport or port for the purposes of leaving the State without reasonable excuse.
Reasonable excuses for travel to an airport or port for purpose of leaving the State include:
- To attend, for educational reasons a primary or secondary school, or a university, higher
education institution or other education and training facility, to the extent that it is necessary for
such educational reasons to attend in person
- To accompany any other person residing with the person, or a vulnerable person, to one of
the education facilities mentioned above.
Since the 16th January it has been a requirement for passengers arriving to Ireland from
overseas to present a COVID-19 passenger locator form and evidence of a negative pre-departure RT-PCR test taken within 72 hours of travel upon boarding and to border officials upon
arrival. In circumstances where the stay abroad is less than 72 hours, the test can be taken prior
to departure.
All arrivals from overseas, with limited exemptions are required to complete mandatory
home quarantine upon returning to Ireland. A second ‘non-detected’ PCR test result taken no
less than 5 days after arrival can end the quarantine period.
My Department is giving continuing consideration to the operation of these regulations.
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10/02/2021WRVV04100

858. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when residents in a care
facility (details supplied) in Dublin 7 will receive the Covid-19 vaccination; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [6990/21]
10/02/2021WRVV04200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRVV04300

Hospital Staff

10/02/2021WRVV04400

859. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary
Question No. 651 of 20 January 2021, when a staffing model will be submitted for the new
acute unit in Mallow General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6993/21]
10/02/2021WRVV04500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRVV04600

Hospital Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WRVV04700

860. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied)
with scoliosis will get an operation. [6996/21]
10/02/2021WRVV04800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Improving waiting times for hospital
appointments and procedures, including scoliosis services, remains a priority of Government.
On 2nd January 2021, the HSE issued correspondence to the Acute hospital system advising
of the need to curtail scheduled elective care. This decision was made arising from the rapid
increase in Covid-19 admissions and the projected trend in admissions based upon community
transmission levels of Covid-19. CHI has advised that under the current HSE guidelines, they
have reduced the number of procedures to urgent and those that are time sensitive rather than a
blanket cessation of all routine activity as was done in March last year.
10/02/2021WRVV04900

CHI have confirmed that urgent Outpatient appointments continue to be held face to face,
while some routine appointments have been deferred. Many specialties have switched to virtual
appointments with some blended face to face appointments where deemed appropriate.Patient
safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE
clinical guidelines and protocols. Key social distancing measures and Infection Prevention and
Control requirements, such as the current two-metre distancing, have had a material impact on
the available physical space to deliver services, including scoliosis procedures. However, Children’s Health Ireland have confirmed that time dependent and urgent procedures will continue
to be undertaken in CHI.
Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in
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2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.
In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Primary Medical Certificates

10/02/2021WRVV05000

861. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the engagement he has had
with the Minister for Finance with regard to plans to allow applications for primary medical
certificates to be processed and approved by general practitioners given the ongoing backlog in
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6999/21]
10/02/2021WRVV05100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRVV05200

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly,
T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that Primary
Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I have been informed that the HSE is considering the matter
of Primary Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery
and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services
presented by COVID.
I understand that there is no legal basis within the Department of Finance regulations governing the Scheme, to have Primary Medical Certificate assessments undertaken by General
Practitioners.
As the issue raised by the Deputy relating to Primary Medical Certificate assessments undertaken since January 2021 is a service matter, I have arranged to have the question referred to
the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.
Primary Medical Certificates

10/02/2021WRVV05300

862. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of primary
medical certificate applications that have been processed, granted and refused since the scheme
recommenced in January 2021; the number of applications waiting to be processed; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7000/21]
10/02/2021WRVV05400

10/02/2021WRVV05500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
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Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly,
T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that Primary
Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I have been informed that the HSE is considering the matter
of Primary Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery
and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services
presented by COVID.
As the issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter, I have arranged to have the question
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRWW00200

863. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health his plans regarding
front-line and nursing home staff who choose not to get vaccinated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7004/21]
10/02/2021WRWW00300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.
10/02/2021WRWW00400

Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRWW00500

864. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when private practice physiotherapists will receive the Covid-19 vaccine; if they will be prioritised, given that they are healthcare
workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7007/21]
10/02/2021WRWW00600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRWW00700

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
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become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRWW00800

865. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health when all front-line staff in St.
John’s and St. Camillus’ community hospitals and St. Munchin’s University Hospital, Limerick,
will receive the Covid-19 vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7008/21]
10/02/2021WRWW00900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRWW01000

Assisted Human Reproduction

10/02/2021WRWW01100

866. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the details of the first four regional
fertility hubs; if they are operational and seeing patients at this stage; the timeframe for further
hubs; the specific actions planned in 2021 to develop the publicly funded model of fertility care;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7022/21]
10/02/2021WRWW01200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to you directly as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRWW01300

Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRWW01400

867. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the provisions in place for
elderly persons who have been diagnosed with Covid-19 illness and have had their home help
service ceased without notice; if there is an open line of communication with these persons to
ensure their needs are catered for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7025/21]
10/02/2021WRWW01500
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Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an operational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as
soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRWW01600

Question No. 868 answered with Question No. 748.
Hospital Charges

10/02/2021WRWW01800

869. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans to direct the HSE to cease
engaging debt-collecting agencies to pursue patients who are already under immense financial
pressure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7047/21]
10/02/2021WRWW01900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the annual National Service Plan.
10/02/2021WRWW02000

These charges typically include:
- Out-patient charges;
- Emergency Department charges;
- Daily in-patient charges; and
- Long-term stay charges.
There are cohorts of people who are exempt from these charges, including, but not limited
to persons with full eligibility, women receiving services in respect of motherhood, children up
to the age of six weeks, children suffering from diseases prescribed under section 52 (2) of the
Act, and persons receiving services for the diagnosis or treatment of infectious diseases.
In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for
a range of private accommodation charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.
Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful
The operational detail of this question is a matter for the HSE and I have asked them to respond to you directly in relation to that detail.
Hospital Charges

10/02/2021WRWW02100

870. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by the HSE procuring debt collecting services directed at patients in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date
in 2021, by CHO in tabular form. [7048/21]
10/02/2021WRWW02200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the annual National Service Plan.
10/02/2021WRWW02300

These charges typically include:
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- Out-patient charges;
- Emergency Department charges;
- Daily in-patient charges; and
- Long-term stay charges.
There are cohorts of people who are exempt from these charges, including, but not limited
to persons with full eligibility, women receiving services in respect of motherhood, children up
to the age of six weeks, children suffering from diseases prescribed under section 52 (2) of the
Act, and persons receiving services for the diagnosis or treatment of infectious diseases.
In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for
a range of private accommodation charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.
Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful
The operational detail of this question is a matter for the HSE and I have asked them to respond to you directly in relation to that detail.
Hospital Charges

10/02/2021WRWW02400

871. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the amount received in collected
debts by debt collectors procured by the HSE directed at patients in each of the years 2018 to
2020 and to date in 2021, by CHO in tabular form. [7049/21]
10/02/2021WRWW02500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the annual National Service Plan.
10/02/2021WRWW02600

These charges typically include:
- Out-patient charges;
- Emergency Department charges;
- Daily in-patient charges; and
- Long-term stay charges.
There are cohorts of people who are exempt from these charges, including, but not limited
to persons with full eligibility, women receiving services in respect of motherhood, children up
to the age of six weeks, children suffering from diseases prescribed under section 52 (2) of the
Act, and persons receiving services for the diagnosis or treatment of infectious diseases.
In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for
a range of private accommodation charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.
Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are
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engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful
The operational detail of this question is a matter for the HSE and I have asked them to respond to you directly in relation to that detail.
Animal Culls

10/02/2021WRWW02700

872. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when public health advice from
the CMO changed to no longer recommend a cull be carried out on farmed mink; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [7055/21]
10/02/2021WRWW02800

873. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the basis on which public health
advice from the CMO changed to no longer recommend that a cull be carried out on farmed
mink; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7056/21]
10/02/2021WRWW02900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 872
and 873 together.
10/02/2021WRWW03000

On 16 November, the CMO recommended that all farmed mink in the State be culled on
public health grounds and wrote to the CVO in the Department of Agriculture on that basis.
The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine continues to progress this matter with
the farmers, the Office of the Attorney General and my Department with the intention to complete this matter as soon as practically possible.
Whilst this process is being actively advanced, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine is undertaking surveillance of the animals, with no evidence of infection to date, and the
HSE has engaged with the workers on these farms regarding health screening to ensure there is
no current public health risk and to mitigate the risk of any such development.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRWW03200

874. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the details of all NPHET recommendations conveyed to him in respect of meat processing plants and the food processing industry since 1 October 2020; the actions undertaken by his Department on foot of each of these
recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7057/21]
10/02/2021WRWW03300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In August, following the emergence of
clusters in Meat Processing Plants in the midlands, NPHET made a series of recommendations
to support the affected workplaces and for the protection of vulnerable groups.
10/02/2021WRWW03400

This included the establishment by the HSE of a National Standing Oversight Committee on
COVID-19 to maintain an ongoing review of the impact of COVID-19 in high risk industries.
This Committee has representation from the agencies involved in outbreak oversight in the affected industries, as well as representation from the relevant industries.
The HSE has undertaken a number of measures, including:
- National guidance on the management of outbreaks was first developed in May 2020 and
has been updated twice since then.
- Meat plants which have current outbreaks receive Public Health advice on management of
the outbreak from their local HSE Dept of Public Health
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- Translated information on Covid 19 is available from the HSE. Translators are used as
required during HSE contact tracing.
- HSE serial testing of staff in meat plants is on a four-weekly cycle.
- DAFM is assisting the HSE with an evaluation of rapid antigen testing in a small number
of meat processing plants comparing the results of rapid antigen testing with PCR testing.
The letters detailing the NPHET recommendations are available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/ba4aa0-letters-from-the-cmo-to-the-minister-for-health/#august-december-2020
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRWW03500

875. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the number of meat and food processing plants at which serial testing has occurred since 1 October 2020, by county in tabular
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7058/21]
10/02/2021WRWW03600

878. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if his Department is aware of instances in which meat processing plants have not alerted public health if they are informed of,
or suspect, cases of Covid-19 among their workforce since December 2020; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7061/21]
10/02/2021WRWW03700

879. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the dates serial testing for Covid-19 occurred at locations (details supplied) from September 2020 to date; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7062/21]
10/02/2021WRWW03800

880. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if the testing that occurred for Covid-19 at locations (details supplied) occurred as part of a scheduled serial testing programme
or in response to an individual confirmed case. [7063/21]
10/02/2021WRWW03900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 875
and 878 to 880, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRWW04000

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRWW04100

876. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the environmental sampling that
has been carried out in meat processing plants in which an outbreak of Covid-19 has occurred
since 1 January 2020; the results of such sampling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7059/21]
10/02/2021WRWW04200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRWW04300

Meat Processing Plants

10/02/2021WRWW04400

877. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the number of unannounced HIQA
inspections carried out in meat processing plants since December 2020; the locations and dates
of these inspections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7060/21]
10/02/2021WRWW04500
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Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Information and Quality
Authority (HIQA) is an independent authority that exists to improve health and social care services for the people of Ireland.
10/02/2021WRWW04600

HIQA does not carry out inspections of meat processing plants.
Questions Nos. 878 to 880, inclusive, answered with Question No. 875.
HSE National Service Plan

10/02/2021WRWW05000

881. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health when the HSE service plan will be
released given, that many organisations in the charity sector are waiting to find out if they will
have sufficient levels of funding in 2021 to be able to provide essential mental health services
in communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7068/21]
10/02/2021WRWW05100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon
as possible.
10/02/2021WRWW05200

10/02/2021WRXX00200

Covid-19 Pandemic

882. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the way in which the roll-out of
Covid-19 vaccines for persons with underlying conditions is being implemented; the underlying conditions being prioritised; the reason they are being prioritised; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7092/21]
10/02/2021WRXX00300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRXX00400

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
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All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.

10/02/2021WRXX00500

Covid-19 Pandemic

883. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns expressed by general practitioners that they are not being adequately informed with respect to
their participation in the vaccine roll-out plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7094/21]
10/02/2021WRXX00600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.
10/02/2021WRXX00700

Hospital Funding

10/02/2021WRXX00800

884. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding
which will be made available to Roscommon University Hospital for the development of the
eight bed, level 2, palliative care unit currently under construction on the grounds of Roscommon University Hospital in 2021 and subsequent years; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7102/21]
10/02/2021WRXX00900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRXX01000

Question No. 885 answered with Question No. 689.

10/02/2021WRXX01200

Covid-19 Pandemic

886. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn
to the establishment of specialist clinics in the UK to deal with long-term symptoms of Covid-19; the steps his Department is taking to support patients suffering ongoing health issues as
a result of the virus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7108/21]
10/02/2021WRXX01300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRXX01400

Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRXX01500

887. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the stage in the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out it is planned that persons employed as third-level academic staff will be offered
inoculations; if they will fall into the same category as primary and second-level teachers; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7116/21]
10/02/2021WRXX01600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
10/02/2021WRXX01700
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the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.

10/02/2021WRXX01800

Covid-19 Pandemic

888. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the stage in the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out it is planned that persons employed as funeral directors will be offered inoculations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7117/21]
10/02/2021WRXX01900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRXX02000

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
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The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.

10/02/2021WRXX02100

Covid-19 Pandemic

889. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the status of the issue of women
being attended to by partners during visits to maternity services in view of the roll-out of the
Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7118/21]
10/02/2021WRXX02200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRXX02300

10/02/2021WRXX02400

Cannabis for Medicinal Use

890. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the actions that will be taken to
ensure that patients with a prescription for products produced by a company (details supplied)
can still access the products. [7125/21]
10/02/2021WRXX02500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On the 14th December 2020, the Minister for Health announced that patients who are prescribed cannabis-based products from a
pharmacy in the Netherlands will no longer need to travel there to collect their prescriptions.
The temporary delivery service that was announced in April 2020, as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic, has now been made permanent.
10/02/2021WRXX02600

Cannabis for Medicinal Use

10/02/2021WRXX02700

891. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if all patients that were receiving reimbursement of their prescription costs for medicinal cannabis prior to 21 January 2021
will continue to receive this reimbursement. [7126/21]
10/02/2021WRXX02800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRXX02900

Cannabis for Medicinal Use

10/02/2021WRXX03000

10/02/2021WRXX03100

892. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health when permissible products un440

10 February 2021

der the medicinal cannabis access programme, MCAP, will be extended to include a variety of
cannabis flower. [7127/21]
Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A prospective supplier of cannabisbased products can apply to the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), on behalf of
the Minister, to have a product considered for inclusion in the Medicinal Cannabis Access
Programme.
10/02/2021WRXX03200

Cannabis products that can be used in the Medical Cannabis Access Programme are defined
as ‘specified controlled drugs’ in legislation (SI 262/2019) and the definition outlines the specific requirements for those products.
The criteria that cannabis products must meet in order to be considered by the Minister for
inclusion on the schedule are set out in the legislation and can be found in the operator guidance
issued by the HPRA.

10/02/2021WRXX03300

Cannabis for Medicinal Use

893. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if a review has been commissioned on the qualifying conditions under medicinal cannabis access programme, MCAP; if
so, the timeline for the review; if not, his plans for such a review; if flexibility will exist on the
current list of qualifying conditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7128/21]
10/02/2021WRXX03400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) report “Cannabis for Medical Use – A Scientific Review”, the HPRA advised
that if access to cannabis is to be permitted for medical purposes that it should only be made
available for the treatment of patients with specified medical conditions which have failed to
respond to all other previous treatments, and where there is at least modest evidence that cannabis may be effective.
10/02/2021WRXX03500

The specified medical conditions (medical indications) are:
1. Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis resistant to all standard therapies and interventions whilst under expert medical supervision;
2. Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy, despite the use of standard anti-emetic regimes whilst under expert medical supervision;
3. Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy that has failed to respond to standard
anticonvulsant medications whilst under expert medical supervision.
The HPRA did not consider that the available evidence supported the use of cannabis in
other medical conditions.
Hospital Facilities

10/02/2021WRXX03600

894. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 788 of 3 February 2021, if his attention has been drawn to page 88 of the national
development plan which, under Acute Hospital Development, specifically mentions a new hospital for Cork; and if, in view of this information, he will provide a timeline for and update on
the promised acute hospital in Cork. [7135/21]
10/02/2021WRXX03700
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Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There is a new Hospital being developed in Cork under the current NDP – the Ambulatory Elective Hospital. The Ambulatory Elective Hospital and its services will be acute in nature.
10/02/2021WRXX03800

The National Development Plan stated that, “New dedicated ambulatory elective only hospital facilities will be introduced in Dublin Galway and Cork. These facilities will provide high
volume, low complexity procedures on a day and outpatient basis, together with a range of ambulatory diagnostic services. The high volume of demand for such services in these major urban
centres is sufficient to justify the construction of dedicated ambulatory centres.”
As is to be expected with a ten-year plan, many proposals, including the elective-only hospital in Cork, are at early stages and, in line with the Public Spending Code, will require to
progress through appraisal, planning, design and tender stages before a firm location, timeline
or funding required can be established.
In 2019 the Sláintecare Programme Implementation Office (SPIO) established an Elective
Hospitals Oversight Group, under the joint governance of the Health Service Executive, Department of Health and Sláintecare, to guide the development of the elective/ambulatory sites,
as outlined in the National Development Plan (February 2018).
The Oversight Group is following the process outlined in the Public Spending Code. As
required under the Code, a Strategic Assessment Report has been drafted for the development
of Elective Hospital facilities. This sets out the rationale for investment, the alignment of the
programme with strategic requirements of Government, some initial options and potential
costs, and the governance of the programme. This document is complete and is currently going
through the approval channels.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRXX03900

895. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if psychotherapists who
meet patients face to face are considered to be front-line healthcare workers in direct patient
contact roles for the purposes of the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7160/21]
10/02/2021WRXX04000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRXX04100

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
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The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated (Group 3) are those aged 70 and older in the following
order: 85 and older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.
The HSE has published a document on the sequencing of COVID-19 vaccination of frontline healthcare workers, which provides more detail. It is available at the following link:
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/covid-19-vaccinematerials/sequencing-of-covid-19-vaccination-of-frontline-healthcare-workers.pdf

10/02/2021WRXX04200

Vaccination Programme

896. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the estimated date for
staff in the Irish Blood Transfusion Service to receive the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7163/21]
10/02/2021WRXX04300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRXX04400

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
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older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin in this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.

10/02/2021WRXX04500

Health Services Staff

897. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the psychology staffing levels across each community adult mental health team in CHO 4 by grade, that is, basic,
senior and principal; if staffing resources in each instance are permanent or fixed-term; the
population size served by each team; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7164/21]
10/02/2021WRXX04600

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter, I asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as
possible.
10/02/2021WRXX04700

Mental Health Services

10/02/2021WRXX04800

898. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the specialist HSE
adult mental health teams available to service users in areas (details supplied); and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [7165/21]
10/02/2021WRXX04900

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter, I asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as
possible.
10/02/2021WRXX05000

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRXX05100

899. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the estimated date for
the vaccination of essential workers in food processing factories; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7168/21]
10/02/2021WRXX05200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRXX05300

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
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become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.

10/02/2021WRXX05400

Vaccination Programme

900. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 vaccines administered across each of the priority groups to date; if regular breakdowns across categories and cohorts will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7181/21]
10/02/2021WRXX05500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRXX05600

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRYY00200

901. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if he has examined the use of
community centres in order to assist with the mass roll-out of Covid-19 vaccinations; if he will
be seeking interest from community centres in coming forward to offer their facilities; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7182/21]
10/02/2021WRYY00300

907. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the proposed locations of mass vaccination centres proposed for each county and CHO; if he will provide a list of
the centres that have been considered for use in each county and those that have been secured;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7194/21]
10/02/2021WRYY00400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 901
and 907 together.
10/02/2021WRYY00500

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Carer’s Allowance

10/02/2021WRYY00600

10/02/2021WRYY00700

902. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn
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to instances in which carer’s allowance application forms, CR1 forms, are not being completed
by general practitioners; the advice for persons who need forms filled out to have applications
processed; if consideration has been given to waiving the need for such forms to be completed
for the duration of Covid-19 restrictions to free up general practitioner time; the way in which
applications can be processed in the absence of general practitioners filling out these forms; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7186/21]
Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): While there is currently an exceptional
demand for GP services in the context of Covid-19, GPs continue to see patients for non-Covid
related services where necessary, albeit with infection-control measures in place. Nurse and
doctor advice is provided over the phone where appropriate, and patients who are clinically
assessed as requiring a face to face consultation with a doctor are referred for an appointment.
Where a face to face consultation is necessary, including those for non-clinical matters, this
should be discussed between the GP or GP practice and the person concerned.
10/02/2021WRYY00800

The carer’s allowance application form (CR1) features a medical report section which must
be completed and signed by a doctor registered with the Medical Council. Applications for
carer’s allowance are made to the Department of Social Protection, and information on how to
apply for carer’s allowance is available from the Government website. However, how relevant
application forms are processed, and the requirements for their completion, is determined by
the Department or organisation responsible for the application form.
Question No. 903 answered with Question No. 710.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRYY01000

904. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when firefighters can expect
to receive the vaccine; if they will be prioritised given that they are front-line workers and first
responders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7188/21]
10/02/2021WRYY01100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRYY01200

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
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The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin in this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRYY01300

905. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if patients that require lifesaving treatment or operations will be prioritised for vaccination before they receive the treatment; if there has been discussion on prioritising this group of persons; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7189/21]
10/02/2021WRYY01400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRYY01500

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
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Primary Medical Certificates

10/02/2021WRYY01600

906. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting
for a primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7192/21]
10/02/2021WRYY01700

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRYY01800

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly,
T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that Primary
Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I have been informed that the HSE is considering the matter
of Primary Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery
and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services
presented by COVID.
As the issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter, I have arranged to have the question
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.
Question No. 907 answered with Question No. 901.

10/02/2021WRYY02000

Medicinal Products

908. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the reason medications prescribed
for a person (details supplied) with Lyme disease are not covered by a medical card; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7197/21]
10/02/2021WRYY02100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the particular issue raised relates to
an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to
the Deputy.
10/02/2021WRYY02200

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRYY02300

909. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given to
a site (details supplied) as a location for community-based vaccine roll-out. [7198/21]
10/02/2021WRYY02400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRYY02500

448

10 February 2021

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRYY02600

910. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that each healthcare assistant, HCA, within community health organisation 4, CHO4, is receiving the Covid-19
vaccine; and the number of HCAs within CHO4 who are yet to be vaccinated. [7199/21]
10/02/2021WRYY02700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRYY02800

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRYY02900

911. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he has given consideration to
early vaccinations for minors in circumstances in which they have a severe illness or condition
and are being cared for on the basis of high dependency. [7200/21]
10/02/2021WRYY03000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by the
National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and the Department of Health, endorsed
by the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8
December 2020.
10/02/2021WRYY03100

Vaccine allocation is a matter for the Department of Health and further information is available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often
caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
There is no data on the safety and efficacy of Comirnaty in children less than 16 years and
of COVID-19 Vaccine Moderna or COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca in individuals less than 18
years.
Vaccination may be considered for children aged 12 years and older with serious neurodisabilities (including cerebral palsy, severe autism and Down syndrome) who spend regular time
in specialised residential care settings for children with complex needs. Vaccination of other
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children aged 12 years and older living in these settings may also be considered.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRYY03200

912. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision
of the HPV vaccine at the gay men’s health service; if the HPV vaccine will be offered through
the service in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7202/21]
10/02/2021WRYY03300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as
soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRYY03400

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRYY03500

913. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the status of the roll-out
of the HPV preventative vaccine as administered through the school immunisation programme;
the way in which the roll-out has been affected by the Covid-19 pandemic and the closure of
schools; if there will be a catch-up scheme; if a charge will be applied to those who may have
missed appointments due to having to self-isolate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7203/21]
10/02/2021WRYY03600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRYY03700

10/02/2021WRYY03800

Podiatry Services

914. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in community health organisation 4 waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care as
of 2 February 2021; and the number waiting for specified periods (details supplied). [7217/21]
10/02/2021WRYY03900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRYY04000

HSE Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WRYY04100

915. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the average waiting
time to see a consultant neurologist at Cork University Hospital. [7218/21]
10/02/2021WRYY04200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
10/02/2021WRYY04300

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capacity related to Covid-19.
This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related
activity and time-critical essential work.
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Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.
The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.
The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) have advised my Department that as of the
end of December 2020 the average waiting time to see a Consultant Neurologist at Cork University Hospital is 319 days.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRYY04400

916. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons currently employed by occupation in Covid-19 testing and tracing systems, in tabular form; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [7235/21]
10/02/2021WRYY04500

917. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons planned
to be employed by occupation in Covid-19 testing and tracing systems, in tabular form; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [7236/21]
10/02/2021WRYY04600

918. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of funded positions by occupation in Covid-19 testing and tracing systems by filled and vacant positions, in
tabular form; the basis on which they are filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7237/21]
10/02/2021WRYY04700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 916 to
918, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRYY04800

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRYY05100

919. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the criteria in place for the selection
of mass vaccination centres in each location; the budget in place for the procurement of such
centres; the proposed expenditure on this programme; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7255/21]
10/02/2021WRYY05200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRYY05300

Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRZZ00200

920. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if matters raised in correspondence by a person (details supplied) will be examined. [7256/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ00300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, Ireland is now

10/02/2021WRZZ00400
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at level 5 of the Government’s medium-term Plan Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan
for Living with COVID-19, which sets out Ireland’s approach to managing and living with
COVID-19.
The Plan aims to allow society and businesses to operate as normally as possible, while
protecting our key priorities of supporting and maintaining health and social care services,
keeping education and childcare services open and protecting the most vulnerable members of
our communities.
At Level 5, 6 guests may attend the wedding and wedding ceremony irrespective of venue.
This does not include the persons getting married or persons attending in a professional capacity. The various limits at all levels in the Government’s Plan are all designed to reduce the
number of households mixing with each other and cut down the virus’s chances of spreading
into more homes. It seeks to balance the risks of different types of gatherings against the desire
to allow normal activities to proceed in so far as possible.
As I’m sure the Deputy can appreciate, COVID-19 spreads when individuals and groups
come into close contact with one another, enabling the virus to move from one person to another. COVID-19 is infectious in a person with no symptoms, or for the period of time before
they develop symptoms. In certain settings, such as weddings, higher noise levels due to music,
can force people into close proximity, requiring them to raise their voices or shout to communicate thus increasing the risk of spreading the virus to others. Under the current public health
measures in place for Covid-19 live music is not permitted at weddings.
It is not possible to say what public health measures will be in place in the future. The public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the National Public
Health Emergency Team (NPHET), by my Department and by the Government. The measures
in place and the public health advice have been adapted to the changing circumstances and this
will continue to be the case for the foreseeable future.
Details of the public health measures currently in place for weddings can be found at:https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/#weddings
You may also wish to note that Fáilte Ireland has provided guidelines for the hospitality
industry which includes guidance on weddings and is available at: - https://failtecdn.azureedge.
net/failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Hotels-and-Guesthouses.pdf
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRZZ00500

921. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health when pharmacists and pharmacy workers will receive the Covid-19 vaccine. [7260/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ00600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRZZ00700

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
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become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated (group 3) are those aged 70 and older in the following
order: 85 and older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.
The HSE has published a document on the sequencing of COVID-19 vaccination of frontline healthcare workers, which provides more detail. It is available at the following link:
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/covid-19-vaccinematerials/sequencing-of-covid-19-vaccination-of-frontline-healthcare-workers.pdf
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRZZ00800

922. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health if the 5 km limit for persons
leaving home other than for essential purposes during the current lockdown permits driving
within the 5 km radius; if not, if persons are restricted to walking within 5 km; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [7264/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ00900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As you will be aware, Ireland is at level
5 of Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19. This 5-level framework sets out what is permitted for social or family gatherings, work and public transport, bars,
hotels and restaurants, exercise activities and religious services, at that moment in time.
10/02/2021WRZZ01000

The measures in place for each level reflect the prevailing disease situation and recognise
that we can and must prioritise some activities over others.
Under the current public health measures at level 5, you should stay at home except for travel for work, education or other essential purposes and are permitted to take exercise within 5km
of home. Further information on travel restrictions within Ireland is available here:- https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/#travel-restrictions
You may wish to note that S.I. No. 29 of 2021 introduced further restriction on travel within
Ireland. It is now an offence to leave your home to travel to a port or airport to leave the State
without a reasonable excuse and an increased fine of €500 will apply for this offence. In addi453
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tion, and from 1 February, a person whose place of residence is outside the State may not travel
in the State without reasonable excuse, which does not include a reasonable excuse of exercising within 5km of your place of residence for people whose place of residence is outside the
State. This is a penal provision and a fixed penalty notice €100 applies.
It is important to emphasise, that any essential travel should be undertaken with due regard
to public health safety measures.
Statutory Instruments related to the Covid-19 pandemic are available here: https://www.
gov.ie/en/collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRZZ01100

923. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 859 of 3 February 2021, if he will report on the areas of the question on the pandemic
intersectoral and international policy unit in his Department which were not answered the first
time, namely the aims and actions of the unit; the cost of the unit; if minutes are available to
Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7273/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ01200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to COVID-19 the pandemic
intersectoral and international policy unit was established with the aim of representing the Department of Health in cross government and international discussions including in relation to
international travel measures.
10/02/2021WRZZ01300

As part of this effort the unit actions involve Passenger Locator Form regulations, operations, and data sharing, in addition to coordination support for international engagement including the EU Health Security Committee and the EU Integrated Political Crisis Response
Arrangements. The unit has and will continue to take action in response to intersectoral and
other ad-hoc issues as needed.
Due to the agile and responsive nature of the unit, team meetings are on an as needed basis,
involving part or all the team as required. As these are internal meetings, which deal with the
daily activities and actions of the unit, they are not formally minuted.
There is currently one Principal Officer, three Assistant Principal Officers, two Higher Executive Officers, one Administrative Officer and one Executive Officer on the unit.
Salary scales outline in the table below:
Grade
Principal Officer
Assistant Principal Officer
Higher Executive Officer
Administrative Officer
Executive Officer

Salary Scale
89,072 - 109,547
69,012 - 85,415
49,845 - 62,776
33,053 - 62,776
30,884 - 51,851
Hospital Funding

10/02/2021WRZZ01400

924. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the status of developments of
the capital spend and date schedule outlined for the community nursing units of St. Joseph’s
Hospital, Stranorlar, Ramelton Community Hospital and Lifford Community Hospital in County Donegal; the status of the capital plan for these units; if his Department amended the plan
10/02/2021WRZZ01500
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to include for the additional capital required to complete these much needed projects; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [7278/21]
Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.
10/02/2021WRZZ01600

Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRZZ01700

925. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he is considering acquiring Russian and Chinese manufactured vaccines to aid in bridging the gap with the vaccine
supply; if the matter has been discussed with NPHET; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7301/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ01800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland supports the EU Procurement
Process, the purpose of which is to secure safe and efficacious vaccines for EU citizens.
10/02/2021WRZZ01900

The delivery of vaccines under APAs that the Commission has negotiated on behalf of
Member States are predicated upon a CMA being obtained from the Commission (on the basis
of a positive recommendation being awarded by the EMA).
The awarding of a CMA provides a high level of assurance that a vaccine has undergone
rigorous testing and has met the requirements of the independent regulatory process as regards
demonstrating its safety and efficacy.
The award of the CMA as a precondition for the delivery of vaccines also ensures that all
Member States that have opted into APAs negotiated by the Commission receive vaccines at the
same time (i.e. ensuring fair access to vaccines).
While it is a matter for the individual Member State as regards whether it wishes to authorise a vaccine for emergency usage, doing so incurs significant risk on the Member State concerned and could contribute to vaccine hesitancy more generally.
Health Services Reports

10/02/2021WRZZ02000

926. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when the critical care capacity
and workforce census 2020, which was due at the end of January 2021, will be published; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7306/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ02100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The report the Deputy refers to is prepared on an annual basis by the Critical Care Programme of the HSE. I have asked the HSE to
respond to the Deputy directly in relation to their plans for the publication of the 2020 iteration.
10/02/2021WRZZ02200

HSE National Service Plan

10/02/2021WRZZ02300

927. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when the HSE national service
plan 2021 will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7307/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ02400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The 2021 National Service Plan was
initially formally submitted by the HSE on the 24th November, 2020 for my approval.
10/02/2021WRZZ02500
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I initially responded to the HSE on 15th December, 2020 with the requirement to include the
COVID vaccination strategy which had been launched since the receipt of the Plan. Following
further detailed consideration of the Plan, I formally responded to the HSE on December 31st
with a number of high-level requirements that were to be included in a revised Plan.
On January 15th, the HSE formally submitted the revised 2021 National Service Plan for
my approval.
Presently, I am giving consideration to the revised National Service Plan and intend to revert
to the HSE shortly.
Once the Plan is approved, it must be laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas within 21
days of its approval. The HSE will ensure the Service Plan is published at the earliest possible
time after the Plan has been laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas.
Question No. 928 answered with Question No. 692.
HSE Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WRZZ02700

929. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details
supplied) is waiting so long for an operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7316/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ02800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
10/02/2021WRZZ02900

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capacity related to Covid-19.
This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to ensure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related
activity and time-critical essential work.
Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.
Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.
In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRZZ03000

930. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when it is planned that dentists
and their staff operating in the HSE dental treatment services scheme will be vaccinated; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [7320/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ03100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRZZ03200

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin in this month.
Frontline healthcare workers (HCWs) in direct patient contact roles will be vaccinated in
Group 2. This includes HCWs working in public, private, and voluntary settings. Other HCWs,
not in direct patient contact, will be vaccinated in Group 4.
The HSE has published a document on the sequencing of COVID-19 vaccination of frontline healthcare workers, which provides more detail. It is available at the following link:
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/covid-19-vaccinematerials/sequencing-of-covid-19-vaccination-of-frontline-healthcare-workers.pdf
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRZZ03300

931. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the PPE supports made available
to dentists since the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7321/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ03400
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Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRZZ03500

Dental Services

10/02/2021WRZZ03600

932. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health his plans to reform the dental
treatment services scheme in response to the increased operating costs of operating private dental practices as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic and Brexit; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [7322/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ03700

933. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health his plans to reform the dental
treatment services scheme in response to the withdrawal of a number of dentists since the onset
of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7323/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ03800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 932
and 933 together.
10/02/2021WRZZ03900

The Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS) provides dental care free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These services are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE. Where a dentist withdraws from the Scheme, a patient
may choose to have treatment undertaken by another dentist who participates in the Scheme.
The HSE will assist medical card holders in accessing such treatment if required.
Smile agus Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy, published in April 2019, sets out the
new model of care delivery for dental services. It includes proposals for the introduction of
packages of oral healthcare for adult medical card holders at different intervals during their
life course. The packages will focus on prevention and will include examinations, advice, and
preventive therapies. The timeframe for the delivery of the Policy is until 2026 and the rollout of these packages of care will take place incrementally. A review of the provision of dental
services for those eligible for public services is required in the context of the implementation of
the Policy and the issue of fees paid to dentists will be considered in that context.
I am aware of the difficulties currently being experienced by dentists in providing care to
their patients. My Department has been engaging with dentists throughout the pandemic and is
preparing for further engagement on additional measures that might assist the public in accessing oral healthcare during these difficult times.
Health Promotion

10/02/2021WRZZ04100

934. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will initiate a public
awareness campaign on the benefits of vitamin D supplements in boosting the immune system
against Covid-19 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7318/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ04200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that the existing
guidance on vitamin D was updated in November 2020 and advises that adults aged 65 and
older to take a 15 microgram (600 IU) daily supplement for bone and muscle health.
10/02/2021WRZZ04300

An evidence synthesis paper on vitamin D and COVID-19 prepared for the NPHET was discussed at its meeting of January 28. The NPHET agreed that efforts should be made to increase
awareness of existing guidance; and that adults spending increased time indoors or are housebound or in long-term residential care or have dark skin pigmentation are also recommended to
take a daily vitamin D supplement.
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These recommendations for the use of vitamin D are being incorporated into wider messaging, and additionally are being communicated across the health service, including nursing
homes and social care settings as necessary.
There is currently no plan for a campaign providing vitamin D supplements to certain groups.
The NPHET agreed that at present there is insufficient high-quality evidence with respect to
vitamin D in the prevention and treatment of COVID-19, and noted that ongoing developments,
particularly Randomised Control Trials, in this area be monitored by the NPHET with guidance
reviewed accordingly.
Hospital Facilities

10/02/2021WRZZ04400

935. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will meet with concerned
persons in Carrick-on-Suir, County Tipperary regarding the decision to repurpose St. Brigid’s
Hospital; and the cost analysis that led to the decision to repurpose the hospital rather than invest in bringing it up to the standard it is claimed it did not meet. [7328/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ04500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is responsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.
10/02/2021WRZZ04600

Tribunals of Inquiry

10/02/2021WRZZ04700

936. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of applications that have
been accepted by the CervicalCheck tribunal as of 3 February 2021. [7329/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ04800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following a pause in the steps towards
full establishment of the CervicalCheck Tribunal, to allow for discussions with the 221+ Patient
Representative Group about the Tribunal and CervicalCheck Cases generally, the establishment
of the Tribunal was finalised with the appointment of the nominated members with effect from
1 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRZZ04900

I recently sought an update from the CervicalCheck Tribunal in respect of the work undertaken since its establishment. On 5 February 2021, the Tribunal Chairperson submitted a report
to me setting out that a number of inquiries have been made with the Tribunal by potential
claimants and legal representatives. The queries received pertained to transferring cases, time
limits for the filing of claims and queries concerning online forms for the processing of claims.
No claims have yet been lodged, and I understand that queries continue to be received by the
Tribunal.
The Tribunal has been in a position to carry out its work since the appointment of the Members at the beginning of December, however the period for which it has been active included the
Christmas break which will have impacted the level of activity during the period.
The Tribunal remains the most appropriate venue to hear and determine CervicalCheck
claims. It has been specifically designed for that purpose. It is, of course, entirely up to eligible
women as to whether or not they use it.
Vaccination Programme

10/02/2021WRZZ05000
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937. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 vaccines
administered to residents of long-term residential care facilities in County Tipperary up to 1
February 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7348/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ05100

938. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 vaccines
administered to front-line staff of long-term residential care facilities in County Tipperary up to
1 February 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7349/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ05200

939. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 vaccines
administered to persons other than front-line staff or residents of long-term residential care
facilities in County Tipperary up to 1 February 2021; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7350/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ05300

940. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 vaccines
administered to front-line staff in hospitals in County Tipperary up to 1 February 2021; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [7351/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ05400

941. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 vaccines
administered to persons other than front-line staff in hospitals in County Tipperary up to 1 February 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7352/21]
10/02/2021WRZZ05500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 937 to
941, inclusive, together.
10/02/2021WRZZ05600

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

10/02/2021WRAAA00500

Disability Definitions

942. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the removal the frailty scores which are used for triage protocol for disabled persons. [7355/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA00600

943. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the removal of the frailty score which still exists in triage protocol for disabled persons given that this
has been removed in other European jurisdictions. [7356/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA00700

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to
take Questions Nos. 942 and 943 together.
10/02/2021WRAAA00800

Agreements on frailty scores in the triaging of people with a disability for admission to
emergency departments is a clinical matter.
As such, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as
soon as possible.

10/02/2021WRAAA01000

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

944. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter
regarding the case of a person (details supplied). [7363/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA01100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon
as possible.
10/02/2021WRAAA01200
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Question No. 945 answered with Question No. 809.

10/02/2021WRAAA01400

Covid-19 Pandemic

946. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of follow-up calls
made to incoming passengers on a weekly basis since 25 January 2021; and the number of calls
which were successfully answered on a weekly basis in tabular form.; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7381/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA01500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All passengers arriving to the State are
required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator form, there are limited exemptions from
this requirement for international transport workers, diplomats and children under 16. The form
is used to support a system of engagements with arriving passengers including the targeting of
public health messaging by SMS and email and may be used for contact tracing.
10/02/2021WRAAA01600

Passengers who completed a passenger locator form and do not claim an exemption are
followed up and contacted by text to confirm their address. Where a person has not responded
to the address verification text, they will be called to verify their place of address. If they are
not available at the first call, further attempts will be made to contact each passenger who is
in scope for follow up calls. Between 25th and 31st of January inclusive, 82% of passengers
requested to do so confirmed their place of residence. For the month of January, 85% of passengers requested to do so confirmed their place of residence. February figures are not available
at this time.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRAAA01700

947. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the level of compliance in filling out the passenger locator forms on a weekly basis from 1 February 2021; the number of
forms which were correctly and incorrectly completed on a weekly basis, respectively; and the
number of persons who refused to fill out the form on a weekly basis in tabular form. [7382/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA01800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All passengers arriving to the State are
required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator form, there are limited exemptions from
this requirement for international transport workers, diplomats and children under 16. The Passenger Locator Form is used to support a system of engagements with arriving passengers including the targeting of public health messaging by SMS and email and may be used for contact
tracing. February figures are not available at this time.
10/02/2021WRAAA01900

10/02/2021WRAAA02000

Covid-19 Tests

948. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if any vaccinators have tested
positive for Covid-19; if vaccinators are regularly tested for Covid-19; the protocol in the case
that a vaccinator tests positive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7383/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA02100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRAAA02200

10/02/2021WRAAA02300

Covid-19 Pandemic
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949. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the date vaccination will commence for staff working in long-term residential disability facilities; the allocation of vaccine
doses for these staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7384/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA02400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRAAA02500

10/02/2021WRAAA02600

Covid-19 Pandemic

950. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to
the fact that front-line staff in an organisation (details supplied) providing residential care services for adults with disabilities have yet to receive notification of when they will be vaccinated
against Covid-19; when these front-line workers are likely to be vaccinated; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7385/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA02700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRAAA02800

Hospital Waiting Lists

10/02/2021WRAAA02900

951. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the length of the wait time for a
woman to avail of a mammogram; if the wait time is improving or worsening; his plans to
reduce these waiting times; the reason it is possible to get a mammogram in the private sector
with a general practitioner referral letter in a much quicker timeframe; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [7388/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA03000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Symptomatic Breast Disease Clinics
for patients with suspected breast disease have been established by the HSE’s National Cancer
Control Programme (NCCP) in the eight designated cancer centres (with a satellite symptomatic breast disease clinic from UHG operating in Letterkenny University Hospital).
10/02/2021WRAAA03100

The performance of each centre in meeting access targets for both urgent and non-urgent patients is monitored by the NCCP and is reviewed on a monthly basis. The target timeframes are
for 95% of patients triaged as urgent by their GP to be seen within 10 working days; and 95%
of patients triaged as non-urgent by their GP to be seen within 12 weeks. The NCCP liaises on
an on-going basis with hospitals to identify measures that can be taken to improve performance,
where necessary. Performance for January - November 2020 (most recent data available) is as
follows:
Jan-Nov 2019

Jan-Nov 2019

Jan-Nov 2020

Jan-Nov 2020

Clinic

Number of Attendances

% Attendances within
KPI

Number of Attendances

% Attendances within
KPI

Urgent Symptomatic
Breast Disease Clinics

19,559

70.20%

18,011

71%

Non-Urgent Symptomatic Breast Disease
Clinics

20,558

70.30%

15,274

58%

The National Action Plan on Covid-19 identified the continued provision of cancer care as a
priority. All Symptomatic Breast Disease clinics remained open and accepting referrals during
the Covid-19 pandemic with clinical priority given to referrals triaged as urgent, in line with
guidance issued by the NCCP. Funding of €12m has been allocated for the restoration of cancer
services in the context of Covid-19. This funding is being utilised to support the restoration of
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cancer services to 95% of 2019 capacity.

10/02/2021WRAAA03200

Patient Transport

952. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if transport will be provided for
a person (details supplied) travelling from County Donegal to Cappagh Hospital; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [7405/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA03300

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an operational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as
soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRAAA03400

Patient Transport

10/02/2021WRAAA03500

953. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when the transport support
scheme will be put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7406/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA03600

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): By way of
background, two schemes, the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant, were put
in place in 1979 and 1968 respectively, for operation by the Health Service Executive (HSE)
at a time when there was limited availability of accessible public transport. The Government
decided to close these administrative schemes in 2013, on foot of the reports of the Ombudsman
in 2011 and 2012 regarding the legal status of both Schemes in the context of the Equal Status
Acts.
10/02/2021WRAAA03700

In 2013, the Government also decided to continue payment of the monthly Mobility Allowance on an interim basis, to those who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance at the time that
the Scheme closed. Of the 4,700 individuals in receipt of the Mobility Allowance (€9 million
per annum) when the Scheme closed in 2013, there were 3,648 people in receipt of the interim
payments at September, 2020.
At the whole of Government level, the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021
sets the overall framework for the equal participation of people with disabilities in society.
Monitoring of the implementation of the Strategy is being overseen by the National Disability
Inclusion Strategy Steering Group which comprises key Government Departments, the National Disability Authority and the Disability Stakeholders Group.
Under the Strategy , the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport has responsibility for
the continued development of accessibility and availability of accessible public transport and
is committed to the continued development of accessible public transport in recognition of the
importance of such services to the lives of people with disabilities.
Work is ongoing on the policy proposals for the provision of transport supports for people
with disabilities. I intend to revert to Government with proposals in due course. Recent developments which will impact on the policy options include the following:
- The ongoing progress by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in providing accessible public transport nationally and that Department’s public consultation, to review active
travel and public transport policy, including accessible public transport;
- The Cost of Disability Study currently underway which was commissioned by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection as part of Budget 2019. The research, when
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complete, will inform policy direction in relation to the provision of adequate supports to meet
the needs of people with disabilities, including transport costs;
- The Working Group established under Action 104 of the National Disability Inclusion
Strategy by the Department of Justice and Equality which states that:- ‘We will lead a review
of transport supports encompassing all Government funded transport and mobility schemes for
people with disabilities, to enhance the options for transport to work or employment supports
for people with disabilities and will develop proposals for development of a coordinated plan
for such provision. This plan will have regard to making the most efficient use of available
transport resources.” ; and
- The review of the Disabled Drivers and Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme by the
Department of Finance.
Other transport supports available to persons with disabilities in the State include the Free
Travel Scheme operated by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; the
Revenue Commissioners Disabled Drivers and Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme; and
CLÁR funding, approved by the then Minister for Rural and Community Development, to voluntary organisations providing transport for people with significant mobility issues.

10/02/2021WRAAA03800

Primary Medical Certificates

954. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of applications for
the primary medical certificate that are waiting for a medical assessment since July 2020; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [7407/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA03900

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRAAA04000

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly,
T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that Primary
Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I have been informed that the HSE is considering the matter
of Primary Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery
and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services
presented by COVID.
As the issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter, I have arranged to have the question
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.
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Primary Medical Certificates

955. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of applications
received for the primary medical certificate; the number of successful and unsuccessful applications by county since July 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7408/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA04200

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRAAA04300

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which provides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly,
T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that Primary
Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I have been informed that the HSE is considering the matter
of Primary Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery
and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services
presented by COVID.
As the issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter, I have arranged to have the question
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.
Primary Medical Certificates

10/02/2021WRAAA04400

956. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) in County Donegal can expect a medical assessment to be carried out to further process
an application for a primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7409/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA04500

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. The extent of the involvement of Health
Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a
Primary Medical Certificate, which is a requirement for the Scheme. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on
behalf of the Department of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.
10/02/2021WRAAA04600

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of June 2020, the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister
for Finance, Paschal Donohoe T.D.. Following the approval of the Finance Act 2020 which pro465
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vides for the medical criteria in primary legislation, the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly,
T.D., issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE to the effect that Primary
Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.
Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted by, among other things, the
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the
COVID vaccination programme. I have been informed that the HSE is considering the matter
of Primary Medical Certificate assessments in the context of their revision of the HSE recovery
and restoration plans, taking into account the pressures and challenges to the health services
presented by COVID.
As the issue raised by the Deputy is a service matter, I have arranged to have the question
referred to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.

10/02/2021WRAAA04700

Covid-19 Pandemic

957. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in
County Donegal can receive the Covid-19 vaccine earlier than circumstances allow for; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [7410/21]
10/02/2021WRAAA04800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department , endorsed by
the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8
December 2020.
10/02/2021WRAAA04900

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Family carers are a diverse group, therefore, each individual will be vaccinated in the group
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that is appropriate to them.
Dental Services

10/02/2021WRBBB00200

958. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if surgical dental extractions
are covered under the medical card scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7411/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB00300

959. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if financial support or reimbursement is available to medical card holders referred to private dental surgeons for surgical
dental extractions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7412/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB00400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 958
and 959 together.
10/02/2021WRBBB00500

The Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS) provides dental care free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These services are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE.
Surgical extractions are provided under the DTSS. The DTSS does not provide for payment
for treatments by dentists who do not participate in the Scheme. Where a surgical extraction
cannot be provided by a contracted dentist, the dentist may arrange a referral to an acute hospital.
Cross-Border Health Initiatives

10/02/2021WRBBB00700

960. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the process used to determine
the competent state when processing cross-border directive reimbursement applications for applicants in receipt of both an Irish and UK state pension who are Irish citizens residing in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7413/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB00800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE is responsible for the operation of the Cross-Border Directive, including determining which Member State is ‘competent’
for a person, i.e. their Member State of affiliation,, I have referred this Parliamentary Question
to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.
10/02/2021WRBBB00900

Hospital Appointments Status

10/02/2021WRBBB01000

961. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a full response in relation
to an operation will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7414/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB01100

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
10/02/2021WRBBB01200

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capacity related to Covid-19.
This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en467
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sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related
activity and time-critical essential work.
Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.
Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.
The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.
In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
Patient Forums

10/02/2021WRBBB01300

962. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the reason a body (details supplied) did not engage with the patient group since October 2020 in spite of a promise to
keep this group with over 200 members updated in respect of the partisan application. [7418/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB01400

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013;
therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.
10/02/2021WRBBB01500

Oireachtas Joint Committee Recommendations

10/02/2021WRBBB01600

963. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in implementing the recommendations of the 2018 Report by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Health
on Foetal Anti-Convulsant Syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7419/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB01700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Valproate-containing medicines (also
known as sodium valproate or valproic acid) are approved in Ireland under the brand name
Epilim, for the treatment of epilepsy and bipolar disorder. Based on the totality of available
scientific data on this drug, it is known that children exposed in utero are at a high risk of serious developmental disorders (in up to 30-40% of cases) and congenital malformations (in approximately 10% of cases).
10/02/2021WRBBB01800

To prevent exposure during pregnancy, there is a robust regulatory framework for the licensed use of Epilim in women of childbearing potential. This regulatory framework was
strengthened following participation by the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) in
two EU-wide reviews in 2014 and 2017.
After the European Medicines Agency (EMA) issued new recommendations on the use of
sodium valproate in early 2018, the HPRA collaborated with national stakeholders, including
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patient representatives and healthcare professionals, to implement the new valproate risk-minimisation measures in Ireland. These measures included changes to the product information
for patients and healthcare professionals; a visual warning on the packaging of valproate medicines; updated educational materials to reflect the new measures and provide age-appropriate
advice; and a patient alert card to be attached to the packaging so that pharmacists can go
through it with the patient when valproate is dispensed.
To support the actions taken by the HPRA, the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland directed
pharmacists that they must inform women of child-bearing age of the potential risk of abnormal
pregnancy outcomes when supplying any medicine containing valproate. This includes providing counselling and including a Package Leaflet and Alert Card with each supply of these
medicines.
To address the more operational aspects of this issue, a HSE Valproate Response Project
was established in May 2018 under the remit of the HSE Office of the Chief Clinical Officer.
The Project Team was able to provide expert support to individuals and families with concerns
about previous exposure to valproate and the possible impact on their children. The HSE team
has also worked to improve the structures in place to support families affected by foetal valproate syndrome. A specialist dedicated genetics clinic has been established in Our Lady’s Hospital, Crumlin, to support diagnosis, and the HSE is working to improve access to genetic testing.
The HSE’s medium- to long-term response to the valproate issue is focused on the establishment of a Programme for Women’s Health in Epilepsy within one of the Regional Epilepsy
Centres, which will coordinate this national response. This means that all women taking valproate will have yearly follow-up, sign a valproate agreement form, be kept up-to-date with developments and signposted to other services, including the diagnostic service for those potentially
exposed during pregnancy.
I have recently committed to holding an inquiry into the historical licensing and use of
sodium valproate in Ireland and have asked officials in my department to examine a number of
different options for the structure of this inquiry.
Departmental Reports

10/02/2021WRBBB01900

964. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the persons or bodies who are
members of the implementation committee for the recommendations in Sharing the Vision;
when they will commence; and if the committee is a separate entity to the monitoring committee. [7430/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB02000

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The National
Implementation and Monitoring Committee (NIMC) is collectively responsible for driving and
overseeing the long-term implementation of the national mental health policy, Sharing the Vision. The NIMC is made up of the NIMC Steering Committee which will be supported by an
NIMC Reference Group of Service Users and Families and NIMC Specialist Groups.
10/02/2021WRBBB02100

The NIMC Steering Committee will drive the implementation of Sharing the Vision and ensure appropriate monitoring and oversight processes are put in place. The work of the Steering
Committee is very much at an early stage. To date, the Steering Committee has met twice, on
11 December 2020 and 15 January 2021, with meetings scheduled to take place monthly. The
minutes of Steering Committee meetings are available on the Department of Health Website. In
addition, membership of the Steering Group was announced as part of a press release and current membership is also detailed on the Department of Health website.
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The HSE has primary responsibility for the implementation of the majority of the Sharing
the Vision recommendations, and is currently establishing a HSE Implementation Group, which
will report to the NIMC Steering Committee. As this process is ongoing, membership has yet
to be finalised.
The process of establishing the HSE Implementation Group is progressing as quickly as
possible, in the context of the significant pressures on the services due to the current surge of
COVID 19.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRBBB02200

965. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given
to amending the Covid-19 vaccine allocation strategy to include persons undergoing medical
treatment for serious illness as a distinct category; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7431/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB02300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRBBB02400

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department and further information is available here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Departmental Contracts

10/02/2021WRBBB02500

966. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to recover

10/02/2021WRBBB02600
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monies paid in respect of a contract with a company (details supplied;) and the timeline to
which he is working to secure the refund of monies owed. [7432/21]
Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRBBB02700

Departmental Contracts

10/02/2021WRBBB02800

967. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the up todate information on contracts with a company (details supplied); and the current status of contracts and negotiations with the company. [7433/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB02900

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As procurement of medical equipment
is a matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE), I have requested that the HSE respond to
the Deputy directly.
10/02/2021WRBBB03000

Departmental Contracts

10/02/2021WRBBB03100

968. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the problems associated with
the ventilators procured from a company (details supplied). [7434/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB03200

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As procurement of medical equipment
is a matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE), I have requested that the HSE respond to
the Deputy directly.
10/02/2021WRBBB03300

Departmental Contracts

10/02/2021WRBBB03400

969. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of ventilators procured from a company (details supplied); the number delivered into Ireland; and the current
location of the ventilators. [7435/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB03500

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As procurement of medical equipment
is a matter for the Health Service Executive (HSE), I have requested that the HSE respond to
the Deputy directly.
10/02/2021WRBBB03600

Assisted Human Reproduction

10/02/2021WRBBB03700

970. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been
drawn to the concerns of a group (details supplied) requesting the proposed assisted human
reproduction Bill be amended to provide better protection to the rights of families; and if he
will engage with representatives of the group regarding its proposed reforms for the upcoming
iterations of the Bill. [7437/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB03800

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Drafting of a bill on assisted human
reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research, based on the published General Scheme
of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill, is ongoing by my officials, in conjunction with the
Office of the Attorney General.
10/02/2021WRBBB03900

This comprehensive and far-reaching piece of legislation encompasses the regulation, for
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the first time in this country, of a wide range of practices, including: gamete (sperm or egg) and
embryo donation for AHR and research; surrogacy; pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD)
of embryos; posthumous assisted reproduction; and embryo and stem cell research. The General Scheme also provides for the establishment of an independent regulatory authority for AHR.
The publication of the AHR Bill is a priority for my Department and the Government, and
a commitment to enact this legislation is included in the Programme for Government, “Our
Shared Future”.
My officials have engaged with representatives from the group referred to by the Deputy,
we are aware of their concerns with the published General Scheme, and I can assure the Deputy
that issues put forward by this group, as well as those raised by numerous other stakeholders,
are being considered from a policy and legal perspective during the ongoing drafting of the Bill.
Overall, the provisions outlined within the General Scheme will ensure that AHR practices
and related areas of research are conducted in a more consistent and standardised way and with
the necessary oversight. The aim of the AHR legislation is to promote and ensure the health and
safety of parents and others involved in the process while, most importantly, consideration of
the welfare and best interests of children born as a result of AHR is the key principle underpinning all legislative measures in this area.
Disability Support Services

10/02/2021WRBBB04000

971. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health when and the location of the children’s disability teams that will be set up in CHO 7; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [7446/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB04100

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Government in a better way.
10/02/2021WRBBB04200

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the
best outcomes.
As this is a service matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
A Vision for Change

10/02/2021WRBBB04300

972. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the reason the six annual
reports from 2006 to 2011 of the two independent monitoring groups for A Vision for Change
are not available on the HSE website; if these reports are currently available to the public; if
they will be made available online given they are an important resource for the monitoring and
implementation of mental health policy in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7447/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB04400

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): With regard to
the availability of A Vision for Change monitoring group reports on the HSE website, I have
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible. I will
also request that these reports are posted on both the Department of Health and HSE websites.
10/02/2021WRBBB04500
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The six annual reports from 2007 to 2011 of the Independent Monitoring Group can be found
at the below link, included for the Deputy’s Convenience. https://www.drugsandalcohol.ie/cgi/
search/archive/typex/?screen=Search&dataset=archive&_action_search=Search&titlex_mer
ge=ALL&titlex=A+vision+for+change&subjectx_merge=ALL&subjectx=&q_merge=ALL&
q=&satisfyall=ALL&order=-date%2Fbrowse_by%2Ftitle.
Nursing Staff

10/02/2021WRBBB04600

973. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of new nurses that
have been recruited in each hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in
tabular form, [7448/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB04700

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRBBB04800

HSE Agency Staff

10/02/2021WRBBB04900

974. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of agency nurses being used by the HSE in each hospital; the number used in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to
date in 2021, in tabular form; and the cost for each hospital per year. [7449/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB05000

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.
10/02/2021WRBBB05100

Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRBBB05200

975. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details
supplied) will receive the Covid-19 vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7450/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB05300

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 December 2020.
10/02/2021WRBBB05400

Vaccine allocation is a matter for my Department of Health and further information is available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is the responsibility of the HSE.
The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.
The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is,
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus.
The priority is to directly use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the
473

Questions - Written Answers

focus on the over 65 year old cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often caring for the most vulnerable.
The next group to be vaccinated are those aged 70 and older in the following order: 85 and
older, 80-84, 75-79, and 70-74. Vaccination of this group will begin in this month.
All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the immunisation programme is rolled out nationally.
The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where
necessary, in light of new evidence.
Ministerial Meetings

10/02/2021WRBBB05500

976. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his engagement with a group (details supplied) regarding the CervicalCheck tribunal since 21 October 2020; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. [7462/21]
10/02/2021WRBBB05600

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since 21 October 2020, I have had a
significant level of engagement with the 221+ Patient Representative Group, working with the
Group to progress issues they had raised in respect of the CervicalCheck Tribunal and CervicalCheck cases more generally. This engagement included a number of meetings as well as detailed constructive correspondence on the issues raised. Significant progress was made through
this engagement; however, it was not possible to resolve all of the issues raised by the group in
the way that they wanted them to be addressed.
10/02/2021WRBBB05700

I will continue to work with my Department to address the concerns the group have raised
where possible and while there is no ongoing engagement with the group in respect of the Tribunal, engagement continues through other mechanisms such as the CervicalCheck Steering
Committee.
I appointed the nominated members to the CervicalCheck Tribunal with effect from 1 December 2020 enabling the Tribunal to start its work. I am satisfied that the Tribunal remains the
most appropriate venue to hear and determine CervicalCheck claims and it has been designed
for that purpose. It is, of course, entirely up to eligible women as to whether or not they use it.

10/02/2021WRCCC00200

Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

977. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
arrangements in place to ensure there are an adequate supply of accredited green certificate in
agriculture courses available for all applicants in all regions due to the unprecedented demand
for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6361/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC00300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Green Cert Programme continues to attract strong interest from the farming community, which
I very much welcome, in terms of supporting generational renewal and improving education
standards. Demand is also underpinned by the range of additional scheme supports and tax
incentives targeted at young trained farmers who have successfully completed the Green Cert.
10/02/2021WRCCC00400

My Department continues to work closely with Teagasc to maximise participation in the
Programme. Agreement was secured that Teagasc could appoint over 80 temporary teachers to
rapidly expand the number of available places. It helped facilitate enrolment of over 9,000 adult
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learners on the part-time and distance education options since 2014.
As strong demand continues to exist for those options in some regions, Teagasc has agreed
to bring forward a proposal for additional temporary resources for consideration by my Department in conjunction with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.
The scheduling of courses and assignment of teaching posts to particular locations remains
an operational matter for Teagasc. My Department will continue to monitor the Green Cert situation in Teagasc closely.

10/02/2021WRCCC00500

Covid-19 Tests

978. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his
plans to introduce antigen testing for employees of key manufacturing plants such as food and
meat processing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6364/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC00600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Health Services Executive (HSE) currently organises SARS-CoV-2 PCR testing of the workforce in the larger food and meat processing plants (those which have 50 workers or more on
site) on a four-weekly schedule.
10/02/2021WRCCC00700

My Department has been assisting HSE in evaluating the use of rapid antigen detections
tests (RADT) for SARS-CoV-2 as a risk management tool in food businesses. This validation
study has been done in tandem with the serial PCR testing organised by HSE - 4,900 people
were tested by both RADT and PCR across 18 sites since the beginning of January 2021. While
a detailed analysis of this data is currently being completed by HSE, the study would appear to
support the use of RADT for this purpose.
Consequently, my Department is currently making arrangements to facilitate the roll-out of
this testing so that any food business operators (FBOs) who wish to use RADT for risk management purposes can do so as soon as possible. This includes guidelines on the use of RADT for
this purpose which my Department has agreed with the public health authorities and with the
food industry, a process for the supply of RADT test-kits to FBOs and a means of providing
some initial on-site training for FBOs who wish to use RADT.

10/02/2021WRCCC00800

Licence Applications

979. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the status of a licence application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6372/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC00900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An
application for a tree felling licence for the person named was received in January 2019 and has
been referred to my Department’s Ecology Unit. The application site is near eight designated
sites, the Ballyseedy Wood SAC. Therefore, the impact of any felling operations on the sites
and the surrounding area must be carefully considered before deciding on the licence application.
10/02/2021WRCCC01000

If the applicant wishes, and at their own expense, they may provide a Natura Impact Statement (NIS). The NIS must be prepared by a suitably qualified person. A NIS can considerably
reduce the time taken to assess the application, as once received, the NIS will be examined by
an ecologist within two to three months and a decision will issue once the assessment of the
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application is complete.
Protected Disclosures

10/02/2021WRCCC01100

980. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he and or his predecessors evaluated a protected disclosure made by a person (details supplied) as instructed to by the Workplace Relations Commission on 16 July 2019; and the progress made to date on same. [6395/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC01200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My
Department’s Protected Disclosures Policy and Procedures safeguard the confidentiality of any
discloser. For this reason, I do not propose to comment on whether any matter is, or is not, subject to an evaluation or investigation by this Department.
10/02/2021WRCCC01300

However, for the sake of completeness and accuracy, the Deputy should be aware that the
Workplace Relations Commission’s Adjudication referred to, was appealed and was subsequently set aside in its entirety by the Labour Court in its determination on 13th December
2019.

10/02/2021WRCCC01400

EU Regulations

981. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if the European Commission for Health and Food Safety has accepted a formal complaint from
a whistle-blower (details supplied) to investigate that some veterinarians in Irish meat plants are
not qualified under an EU regulation and may compromise the food safety risk and certification
of products of animal origin to consumers. [6396/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC01500

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My
Department has not received any communication from the European Commission for Health
and Food Safety in relation to the material supplied by the Deputy. However, the Department
would co-operate fully with the Commission should they decide to pursue this or any other
matter.
10/02/2021WRCCC01600

10/02/2021WRCCC01700

Agriculture Scheme Appeals

982. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[6403/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC01800

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish
to inform the Deputy that the Agriculture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department.
10/02/2021WRCCC01900

I have been advised that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate that an appeal in relation to GLAS was received from the person named in December 2020. The Appeals
Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my Department and all
relevant documentation has been forwarded to the Appeals Office.
I am advised that the appeal has been assigned to an Appeals Officer for examination and
determination and the case will be dealt with in due course.
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Due to restrictions in place to prevent the spread of COVID-19, I am informed that the
Appeals Office has suspended the holding of oral hearings until further notice. Where an appellant has requested an oral hearing, the Office will offer the option of having the hearing held
remotely or have the appeal decided without an oral hearing.
Fishing Industry

10/02/2021WRCCC02000

983. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if there
will be a derogation for scallop fishermen who are fishing off the southern coast of the UK; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6421/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC02100

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
rules for landings of Live Bivalve Molluscs (LBM) into Great Britain (GB) are set down by
the UK authorities. While exempt from IUU requirements, the SPS allowance to directly-land
fishery products does not include Live Bivalve Molluscs, e.g. wild-caught scallops.
10/02/2021WRCCC02200

From January until April, Irish vessels may land such products to NEAFC-designated UK
ports subject to NEAFC requirements and controls. However, from 1st April 2020, direct landings by Irish vessels of such product to GB ports may not occur. After 1st April, Irish vessels
may land such products to e.g. Northern Ireland ports subject to NEAFC controls, or to any EU
port.
Such products may be exported to GB as consignments from an Irish approved food establishment accompanied by the appropriate UK Health Certificate. The United Kingdom position
from 1st April 2021 replicates the EU position regarding Live Bivalve Molluscs landings by a
Third Country vessel into the EU.

10/02/2021WRCCC02300

Agriculture Scheme Appeals

984. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the reason for the delay of almost 20 years in acknowledging the error by his Department in not
including two reference years relative to area aid in the case of a person (details supplied); the
number of meetings held during this period with the representatives of an association regarding
the issue; if the submissions from Teagasc and other documents have been considered; if he will
arrange a meeting between him, his officials, the farmer and the association to resolve matters
given the ongoing negative impact being experienced by the family; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6444/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC02400

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Officials in my Department have reviewed the case of the person named.
10/02/2021WRCCC02500

This review has taken into account all records available to us, including representations
from elected officials and farmer representative bodies and no error has been found regarding
the allocation of entitlements based on the reference years and, therefore, no delay has taken
place with regard to this case.
The person named submitted an area aid application form in 2001but not in 2000 or 2002.
Therefore, in 2005, 5.45 payment entitlements were allocated to him on this basis. When the
Single Payment Scheme concluded on the 31st December 2014 and was replaced by the Basic
Payment Scheme, 5.81 payment entitlements were established for the person named according
to the rules of the scheme.
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The person named has the right to appeal this decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office as
previously notified to him.
Horse Racing Ireland

10/02/2021WRCCC02600

985. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the manner in which the appointments to the Horse Racing Ireland board from 1 January 2020 to date
were nominated; the basis for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6466/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC02700

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Horse
Racing Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound
Racing Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development
of the horse racing industry.
10/02/2021WRCCC02800

Section 4 of the Horse Racing Ireland (HRI) Act 2016 ) sets out the size and structure of the
board which consists of a Chairman and thirteen ordinary members. Each ordinary member’s
term of office is four years with a provision that a member of HRI shall not serve in any capacity
for more than two consecutive terms (8 years).
The Act provides that three shall be chosen by the Minister for their specific skills and at
least one shall be representative of the horseracing industry in Northern Ireland.
The remaining ten ordinary members are appointed by the Minister following nomination
from certain industry bodies.
The Act provides that a member, whose term of office has expired, has not been reappointed
or may not be reappointed due to having served two consecutive terms, shall continue in office
until the vacancy is filled by appointment of another person.
For the Deputy’s information, details of appointments/re-appointments to the board of HRI
from 1st January 2020 to a current date are in tabular form below.
[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-02-10_pq985-10-02-21_en.docx”>HRI</a>]
Greyhound Industry

10/02/2021WRCCC02900

986. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if his attention has been drawn to a fundraiser by an organisation (details supplied) in respect
of the retired coursing greyhounds in view of the fact it does not have a homing section: the
amount raised; and if other organisations received moneys from the collection. [6518/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC03000

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Irish Coursing Club is a private club with an Executive Committee that manages the affairs of
the club.
10/02/2021WRCCC03100

The Irish Coursing Club receives no funding from Government and my Department has no
remit with regard to its financial operations.
Forestry Sector

10/02/2021WRCCC03200
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987. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he address a matter (details supplied) regarding forestry; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6542/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC03300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): A 20%
cap per application was placed by the Department on planting on unenclosed land in 2010 in
addition to grant and premium reductions. This was informed by EU Commission observations
on Irish forestry policy at the time and was implemented due to environmental, economic and
value-for-money reasons. There were many concerns at the time around the failure of plantations on unenclosed land to develop and produce a viable or commercial crop. This was the
silvicultural and value for money rationale behind the introduction of the 20% rule.
10/02/2021WRCCC03400

The Department re-examined this issue in 2016. In order to address the key concerns regarding planting unenclosed land, (productivity and environment) the Department developed two
documents in consultation with stakeholders. These were:
(1) Land Types for Afforestation: a vegetation classification system that aims to make classing land more objective.
(2) Environmental Requirements for Afforestation: an environmental Framework that when
applied will determine whether the land has an environmental issue or not.
Both documents are now in use and inform DAFM forestry policy.
In April 2016, a Public Consultation process took place around both the new Environmental
Requirements document and the case for the removal of the 20% rule. There was no agreement
amongst stakeholders to removing the 20% rule and it was maintained.
To attain state aid approval for the current Forestry programme, an outline of the schemes
and associated rules had to be approved by the EU Commission. The 20% rule and its proposed
review were included in the current Forestry Programme. The Commission indicated subsequently that they were not in agreement with the possible invcrease in planting on unenclosed
land. It is a condition of Ireland’s state aid approval that the inappropriate planting of sensitive
habitats such as certain peatlands and wetlands must be avoided.
The issue of land eligibility has been flagged in the MacKinnon report and Ms Jo O’Hara
has been commissioned to advise on the implementation of this report. This report is expected
shortly.

10/02/2021WRCCC03500

Food Safety Standards

988. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the 30-month rule; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6543/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC03600

989. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding the 60-day rule; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6546/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC03700

990. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding farm movements; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6548/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC03800

10/02/2021WRCCC03900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro479
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pose to take Questions Nos. 988 to 990, inclusive, together.
There is no rule limiting the age of cattle or the number of movements for beef production.
However, in-spec bonus payments are made in respect of cattle which meet certain market
specifications demanded by retail customers. The 30-month age, four movement specification
and 60-day residency to which you refer are all examples of this.
Such specifications are entirely a commercial matter and are not conditions imposed by my
Department. It should be noted however that certain third countries have imposed a 30 month
age limit in respect of beef imports, and this will be specified in the veterinary health certificate
which will accompany beef exports to those countries.
As regards the question on numbers of movements, birth registrations are not classified on
the Department’s AIM system as a movement. For example, when an animal moves from its
herd of origin to another farm, it enters its second residency, but has only made one movement.
In September 2019, consensus was reached between stakeholders on the Irish Beef Sector
Agreement. Two elements of this relate to the specifications cited:
- the introduction of a new bonus of 8c/kg for steers and heifers aged between 30 to 36
months, which meet all non-age related existing in-spec criteria, and which up to now have not
received any bonus;
- an independent review of market and customer requirements, specifically in relation to the
four in-spec bonus criteria currently in operation in the Irish beef sector.
The details of this agreement are publicly available on my Department’s website.
Grant Thornton was successful in tendering for the transparency studies including the review of market and customer requirements, specifically in relation to the in-spec bonus criteria
currently in operation in the Irish beef sector.
The COVID-19 pandemic caused some initial delays to progress on these studies. Grant
Thorntons was unable to have the necessary engagement with retail customers, both domestically and in key export markets for Irish beef, as retailers were understandably preoccupied
with ensuring the continuation of their supply chains. However, this work is expected to be
concluded soon.

10/02/2021WRCCC04200

Areas of Natural Constraint Scheme

991. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
when a 2019 and 2020 area of natural constraints payment will issue to a farmer (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6584/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC04300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An
application for participation in the 2019 Areas of Natural Constraints (ANC) scheme was received from the person named on 11th May 2019. As indicated, the Department had recorded
two herd numbers for the person named on the Department’s systems. This issue has now been
addressed and the person named has now one active herd number allocated to him on the Department’s systems.
10/02/2021WRCCC04400

With regard to the 2019 ANC scheme, participants to the scheme must meet minimum
stocking requirements in order to be eligible for payment under the scheme. While the person
named did maintain a number of bovine animals during 2019, as a result of moving a number of
480

10 February 2021

animals off his holding over the course of 2019, he did not meet the minimum stocking requirements and therefore was not eligible for payment under the scheme in 2019.
A member of staff of my Department was in contact with the person named in May 2020 and
advised him of the position with regard to his status under the 2019 ANC scheme.
An application for participation in the 2020 ANC scheme was received from the person
named on 7th April 2020. As in 2019, participants in the 2020 scheme must meet minimum
stocking requirements in order to be eligible for payment under the scheme.
I wish to confirm that the person named has met the minimum stocking requirements under
the 2020 ANC scheme and payment will issue in the coming days.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRCCC04500

992. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the
Marine the reason his Department has not submitted a notification to the European Commission under the State aid Temporary Framework for support measures related to the Covid-19
pandemic specifically for the fisheries sector. [6588/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC04600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
European Commission has adopted a Temporary State Aid Framework to enable Member States
to use the full flexibility foreseen under State aid rules to support the economy in the context of
the COVID-19 outbreak, in accordance with Article 107(3)(b) of the Treaties. This recognises
that the entire EU economy is experiencing a serious disturbance. The Temporary Framework
is in place until 31st December 2021 and complements the possibilities for Member States to
design other support measures in line with existing EU state aid rules.
10/02/2021WRCCC04700

Any aid scheme under the Temporary Framework requires a State Aid Notification to the
Commission, unlike conventional deminimis aid. For the fisheries and aquaculture sector, the
Temporary Framework allows aid of up to €270,000 to individual beneficiaries. While a broad
scope of aid is allowed, the categories referred to in Article 1 of the Fisheries Deminimis Regulation are not allowed.
It is important to understand that the Temporary Framework is just a simplified mechanism
for obtaining State Aid approval. No European Union funds are made available under the Temporary Framework. Any aid would have to be provided by the Government of Ireland.
To date, it has not been necessary to notify the European Commission of any proposal to use
the Temporary Framework for the seafood sector. This is because the European Union amended
the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Regulation in 2020 to assist Member States in supporting seafood producers impacted by the Pandemic through their EMFF Operational Programmes. In 2020, Ireland used the amended EMFF provisions to implement the Covid-19
support schemes sought by representatives of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, namely
a Covid-19 Temporary Fleet Tie-up Scheme for fishers and a Covid-19 Aquaculture Support
Scheme for oyster and rope mussel producers. Unlike aid under the Temporary Framework,
these two Covid-19 schemes were co-funded by the European Union.
Departmental Reviews

10/02/2021WRCCC04800

993. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the
Marine the progress his Department has made in implementing the recommendations of the
10/02/2021WRCCC04900
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Independent Aquaculture Licensing Review Group from 2017; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6589/21]
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Independent Aquaculture Licensing Review Group carried out a detailed examination of the
existing aquaculture licensing process, undertook comprehensive stakeholder consultation and
examined comparative national and international consent systems to determine best practice
for managing a complex licensing process in a transparent, environmentally appropriate and
legally robust manner.
10/02/2021WRCCC05000

One of the main drivers for the Review was the backlog of aquaculture licence applications
which arose as a result of a negative judgment against Ireland for breaches of the EU Birds and
Habitats Directives. A key recommendation of the Report was that my Department put in place
a strategy to eliminate the backlog of licence applications. This has been the primary focus of
my Department since the publication of the Report and has resulted in over 600 licence determinations being made in the period to the end of 2019. The backlog in shellfish licensing has
now been eliminated as an issue affecting the industry.
Significant progress has also been made in relation to the backlog in finfish licensing and
my Department is currently awaiting the submission of Environmental Impact Statements, a
statutory requirement, from operators. My officials expect a number of these Statements to be
submitted in 2021 and further progress can then be made in respect of these applications.
In addition, my Department has secured funding from the European Maritime Fisheries
Fund to undertake the development of GIS modelling, to include, the spatial mapping of aquaculture sites. This key technical infrastructure is required to underpin the development of an
on-line aquaculture licensing facility, as recommended by the Review Group.
The implementation of the Licensing Review Group Report forms an important part of the
current Programme for Government and my Department is currently preparing an Implementation Programme in respect of the remaining recommendations of the Report with a view to
their implementation, both as they apply directly to my Department and to the Agencies of my
Department, having regard to the legislative, environmental, technical and public interest issues
that arise.
Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

10/02/2021WRCCC05100

994. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the
Marine if he will amend the Covid-19 aquaculture support scheme to include those recent
entrants to the industry with sales on their books from 2020 and who have been seriously financially affected by the global pandemic; and if he will engage with an association (details
supplied) and other representative bodies in relation to the way the scheme can be improved and
reintroduced in 2021. [6590/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC05200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue):
Throughout the COVID-19 Pandemic, Government has made available financial and other supports for employees and businesses negatively impacted by the Pandemic. Both the Pandemic
Unemployment Payment and Employment Wage Subsidy Schemes have supported the incomes
of employees and the self-employed in our seafood sector and I am aware that many aquaculture enterprises have availed of these Government payments during periods of market disruption. Government has also made available low-cost loans to seafood businesses for working
capital and other purposes.
10/02/2021WRCCC05300
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My Department’s €240 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Programme 20142020 provides public funding for the sustainable development of our aquaculture sector, including supports for capital investment, innovation and professional advisory services. Take-up of
these grants has remained strong throughout the Pandemic.
On 22 October 2020, I announced a COVID-19 Aquaculture Support Scheme under my
Department’s EMFF Programme, designed to compensate oyster and rope mussel producers
for lost sales arising from the Covid-19 Pandemic. The Scheme closed in November, with 181
aquaculture enterprises applying. Payments ranged from €6,800 to €16,300 for oyster producers and, for rope mussel producers, €1,300 to €9,000. In line with the EMFF Regulation, the
Scheme was designed to compensate producers for the reduction in sales in 2020 compared to
previous years, caused by the Covid-19 Pandemic, and therefore was only available to producers with at least some level of production in previous years that could serve to establish which
payment band they would qualify for.
As the Pandemic continues, and its impacts on markets continue to evolve and change, I am
keeping the situation under review, in the context of the range of Government horizontal supports that continue to be available. My Department and its agencies maintain regular contacts
with the IFA on this and other matters concerning the aquaculture sector.

10/02/2021WRCCC05400

Departmental Staff

995. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the number of staff by grade from his Department that have been deployed to Dublin Port,
Rosslare Port and Dublin Airport to deal with Brexit related issues; and if his staff are present
at these locations on a 24-7 basis. [6606/21]
10/02/2021WRCCC05500

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine engages staff in portal locations to carry out a
variety of duties, including inspections and the facilitation of sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS)
controls. My Department has been engaged in strategic workforce planning to deliver on the
increased requirements to meet these responsibilities since the UK voted to leave the European
Union in June 2016.
10/02/2021WRCCC05600

As of 8th February 2021, there are 251 staff resources in place and available to undertake
DAFM activities in the locations specified. This includes staff across administrative, professional and technical grades who range from those specifically recruited for Brexit, to experienced DAFM staff who have been redeployed to ports, as well as a small cohort of contracted
veterinary practitioners.
Staff at Dublin Port provide 24/7 cover in areas required, while other portal locations use
shift patterns appropriate to local requirements. As the situation evolves post-Brexit, scope
remains for further assessment of resource provision in line with evolving requirements. My
officials continue to monitor the situation and will make any necessary adjustments, in line with
operational needs.

10/02/2021WRDDD00200

Fishery Harbour Centres

996. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the details of revenue generated activities in each of the fishery harbour centres under the remit
of his Department in 2019 and 2020, in tabular form. [6607/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD00300
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Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My
Department owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres,
located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under
statute. My Department became responsible for the Fishery Harbour Centres in October 2007.
The Fishery Harbour Centres were established under the Fishery Harbour Centre Act 1968 (as
amended) as centres in which to promote and develop sea fishing activities.
10/02/2021WRDDD00400

All income generated by the centres is lodged into the Fishery Harbour Centres Fund. Dayto-day operational and management costs at each Fishery Harbour Centre are financed from
this fund.
My Department prepares annual Fishery Harbour Centre Financial Statements which are
laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas. The below table gives a breakdown of receipts for
each of the Fishery Harbour Centres for the years 2019 and 2020 as requested. The figures provided for 2019 have been extracted from the published Financial Statements which have been
certified by the Comptroller and Auditor General. The figures supplied in respect of 2020 are
draft uncertified figures as the Financial Statements for 2020 are under preparation.
Killybegs

Castletownbere

Ros an Mhíl

Howth

Dunmore
East

An Daingean

Total

€’000

€’000

€’000

€’000

€’000

€’000

€’000

Harbour Dues

2,529

922

263

249

162

389

4,514

Rental Income

137

192

56

581

59

44

1,069

Sundry
receipts

32

3

3

54

1

19

112

Asset disposals

0

0

0

0

2

0

2

Total

2,698

1,117

322

884

224

452

5,697

Harbour Dues

2,546

891

241

272

132

352

4,434

Rental Income

138

197

16

496

56

30

933

Sundry
receipts

48

23

3

22

7

10

113

Asset disposals

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total

2,732

1,111

260

790

195

392

5,480

Year 2019
Receipts

Year 2020
Receipts

Licence Applications

10/02/2021WRDDD00500

997. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
when a forestry licence application for a person (details supplied) will be approved; and if he
will make a statement on the matter. [6630/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD00600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An
application for a tree felling licence for the person named was received in September 2018
and has been referred to my Department’s Ecology Unit. The application site is near the River
Blackwater SAC. Therefore, the impact of any felling operations on the sites and the surrounding area must be carefully considered before deciding on the licence application.
10/02/2021WRDDD00700

My Department’s Ecology Unit has completed its report and determination on the site and
the file has been returned to the Forestry District Inspector. They will review the ecology reports
and will finalise their inspection of the site and make their recommendations. Those recommen484
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dations will form part of the decision on the application which will be sent to the person named
when available.
I expect this work to be completed within a matter of weeks.

10/02/2021WRDDD00800

Agriculture Scheme Eligibility

998. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if an exception can be made for a person (details supplied) in relation to a green certificate; and
if he will make a statement on the matter. [6633/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD00900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): This
is an operational matter for Teagasc who deliver the Green Cert Programme.
10/02/2021WRDDD01000

I have requested that Teagasc examine the matter and respond directly to the Deputy within
10 days.
Dairy Sector

10/02/2021WRDDD01100

999. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the breakdown in volume and value in 2020 of dairy ingredients exports to South Africa; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [6670/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD01200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Despite significant challenges in 2020 arising from the Covid-19 pandemic, Irish dairy exports
performed strongly with total export value of €4.653 billion and volume of 1.460 million tonnes
for 2020 up to the end of November, according to CSO trade data. This compares with the same
period in 2019 with equivalent dairy exports worth €4.683 billion and 1.494 million tonnes.
10/02/2021WRDDD01300

Full-year trade data for 2020 should be available from the CSO within the next month.
The table below, based on the latest data available from the Central Statistics Office, outlines the value (€000) and volume (tonnes) of dairy ingredients exported to South Africa from
January to November 2020:
Description
Food Preparations
Butter
Caseins
Infant Formula
Whole Milk Powder
Whey
Skimmed Milk Powder
Cheese
Ice-cream
Yoghurt
TOTAL

€ 000 (Value)
9,835
5,150
4,167
1,926
1,298
897
332
124
39
34
23,802

Tonnes (Volume)
5,297
1,376
590
144
450
852
148
26
6
7
8,895

Source: CSO AgriStats Jan-Nov 2020

Total figures represent an increase of 1.5% by value and decrease of 13.1% by volume when
compared to the same period in 2019. Dairy ingredients exports to South Africa represent 0.5%
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of total dairy exports by value.

10/02/2021WRDDD01400

Wildlife Control

1000. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
status of a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6698/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD01500

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Since
November 2020, there have been four cases of Avian Influenza H5N8 in wild birds in county
Monaghan, all in the Ballybay area. There have been no cases of Avian Influenza H5N8 in poultry or captive birds in county Monaghan.
10/02/2021WRDDD01600

In total, Avian Influenza H5N8 has been confirmed in 27 wild birds in counties Limerick,
Cork, Mayo, Monaghan, Kildare, Wicklow, Louth, Cavan and Donegal in bird species including peregrine falcon, curlew, mute swan, whooper swan, barnacle goose and cormorant.
In addition, one case of highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N3 was confirmed in two knot
birds in county Louth.
Licence Applications

10/02/2021WRDDD01700

1001. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
his views on the total number of licences, including felling, afforestation and roads which are
required by the forestry and timber industry here on a weekly, monthly and yearly basis in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6767/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD01800

1002. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
the specific number of licences including felling, afforestation and roads which his Department
plans to issue in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6768/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD01900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1001 and 1002 together.
10/02/2021WRDDD02000

I fully recognise and appreciate the impact the current forestry licencing delays are having
on the sector. The targets for the sector’s needs are not measured in numbers of licences but in
the overall targets for each category, namely:
- Afforestation: 8,000 hectares as set out in the Climate Action Plan
- Roads: 125km as set out in the Climate Action plan
- Felling: 4million m3 as set out in COFORD’s Roundwood Forecast
My Department issued 2,593 licences in 2020 representing 4,365ha of afforestation, over 5
million cubic metres of timber for felliing and 131km of forest roads. It is my immediate priority to increase the number of licences issued.
The Deputy will be aware of the delays caused by changes to the licensing system, which
means that a significant number of cases now need ecological input to comply with environmental requirements. We are tackling these delays by means of a systematic project plan. We
have invested heavily in resources including the recruitment of additional ecologists, forestry
inspectorate and administrative staff, with extra resources to be added in 2021. This has already
resulted in an increase in the number of licences issued, and the last quarter of 2020 saw the
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highest number of licences issued last year. In fact, the number of licences issued in January
was the highest number issued in a single month, 349, since July 2019.
Along with Minister of State, Senator Pippa Hackett, who is responsible for forestry, it is my
intention to increase the number of licences issued to 4,500 in 2021 which would be an increase
of 74% on 2020. We also plan to fill the Coillte felling requirement for 2022 by October and to
clear the backlog of files currently with ecology by the end of the year. Ultimately, the aim is
to meet the objective of determining a felling licence within four months of receipt, as set out
in the Forestry Act 2014 and to achieve the 18 week timeframe for other approvals as set out in
the Farmers Charter.
We have also implemented changes to the functioning of the FAC and acted quickly to propose and implement the Forestry (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act. I have significantly resourced
the FAC and four appeals committees are now set up and hearing appeals. The FAC is now
hearing an average of 60 licences per month representing an increase of 150%. This increase
in output means that applicants are being given certainty in terms of whether they may proceed
with their licence. The FAC in consultation with the Agriculture Appeals Office is currently reviewing ways in which greater efficiency can be achieved across the four divisions of the FAC.
I would like to reiterate my commitment to supporting the forest sector and to building on
the recent progress, so that a continual improvement in delivery is achieved.
[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-02-10_pq1001-10-02-21_en.xlsx”>Afforestation</a>]

10/02/2021WRDDD02200

Forestry Sector

1003. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if his Department has given or will give consideration to the issue of wholescale regulatory
reform in view of the current crisis facing the forest and timber industry; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6769/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD02300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Forestry Act 2014 and the supplemental Forestry Regulation 2017 (SI No. 191 of 2017), is the
primary legislative framework for supporting the development and promotion of forestry in
Ireland.
10/02/2021WRDDD02400

The regulatory provisions, in particular those for the licensing of certain forestry operations,
give effect domestically to the requirements of EU environmental law, environmental policy
that falls within the scope of EU law, and the four environmental principles that inform those
frameworks. Although not an exclusive list this includes the Birds Directive, the Habitats Directive, the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive, the Water Framework Directive, and
the Dangerous Substances Directive, as well as the prevention principle, which aims to prevent
environmental damage rather than to react to it; and the rectification at source principle, which
seeks to prevent pollution at its source rather than remedy its effects.
In addition to the obligation on the Department to comply with these statutory provisions,
the manner in which it does so in terms of the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process must also
accord with the relevant Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) decisions and their
subsequent application in the national courts and the Forestry Appeals Committee.
Whilst the Mackinnon Report did suggest a comprehensive review of the Act and Regulations with a view to reducing the amount of detailed process which is described in statute, it
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remains the case that in deciding on early appeals made to it, the Forestry Appeals Committee
found the Department’s previous AA process required changes and the revised and more comprehensive procedures subsequently introduced are now proving to be more acceptable to that
body.
There are other suggestions for reform contained in the Mackinnon Report. Ms Jo O’Hara
has been commissioned to advise on the implementation plan for the Mackinnon Report and
her report is expected shortly. Any proposals for regulatory reform will need to respect and be
compatible with requirements of relevant EU and national law, as well as consistent with State’s
other international law commitments.

10/02/2021WRDDD02500

Animal Sales

1004. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
advice will be provided regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a
statement on the matter. [6788/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD02600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I understand that the herd of the person named has been de-restricted and the De-restriction Notice
issued in the post on 4 February 2021. His next herd test will be the TB annual round test which
is scheduled for January 2022.
10/02/2021WRDDD02700

10/02/2021WRDDD02800

Teagasc Activities

1005. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
steps he plans to take to improve the take up of Teagasc research services by farmers as referred
to in the recent AGRIP report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6801/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD02900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Animal and Grassland Research and Innovation Programme (AGRIP) Report was carried out
as part of the 2020 Spending Review, which is an annual process to evaluate programmes and
support evidence-based policy making.
10/02/2021WRDDD03000

There are a number of challenges for the agricultural sector in adapting production methods
to ensure the ongoing sustainability of the sector. Research is crucial in providing evidence and
improving technologies and the paper found that the AGRIP programme was broadly achieving
its objectives.
The paper notes that the Teagasc Sustainability Report highlights that profitable farms are
more likely to adopt new technologies and innovative practices and that these are underpinned
by research findings such as those provided through AGRIP. The challenge remains to attract
other farmers to engage and implement the latest technologies and practices to improve their
farm performance. This was the basis for the recommendation to improve the dissemination of
the research findings and to encourage uptake.
Teagasc welcomed the findings of the Spending Review. In terms of addressing the recommendation on disseminating these research outputs to farmers, Teagasc’s education and advisory programmes encourage the adoption of technologies and systems that improve technical
and environmental performance and productivity across all farming systems. In addition, the
soon to be launched SignPost Programme is a comprehensive national programme to improve
the economic, environmental and social sustainability of all farms. Teagasc has a comprehen488
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sive programme of virtual open days, farm walks and conferences and is continuing to develop
and enhance its written and online communication channels including on its website, through
newsletters and through social media.
My Department will continue to work with Teagasc to develop, promote and transfer its
research findings to farmers.
Agriculture Schemes

10/02/2021WRDDD03100

1006. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he
will abolish or delay the requirement to reduce stocking rates under the BEAM scheme; and if
he will make a statement on the matter. [6802/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD03200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) provided temporary exceptional adjustment aid to
farmers in the beef sector in Ireland, subject to the conditions set out in EU Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132. BEAM was funded by a combination of EU aid and Exchequer support. It was provided to support Irish beef farmers who saw beef prices fall in light
of market disturbance.
10/02/2021WRDDD03300

One of the conditions under which the €50 million was granted by the European Commission
was that there had to be an element of reduction or re-structuring built in to the scheme. This is
clearly set out in Article 1 (3) of EU Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132.
Accordingly, in applying for BEAM, participants agreed to reduce the production of bovine
livestock manure nitrogen on their holding by 5% for the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 as
compared to the period 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019.
However, in light of the difficulties some farmers are experiencing in meeting this reduction
arising from COVID-19 Government Public Health restrictions, my Department recently wrote
to the European Commission seeking flexibility to offer participants the option to set a later
reduction period under BEAM if they were finding it difficult to deliver the 5% bovine manure
nitrogen reduction in the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021. The European Commission has
agreed that Ireland can give participating farmers the option change the period over which the
5% reduction required can be delivered.
In that context, participating farmers will have the choice of changing the reduction year
from the existing period of 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 to a new period of 1 January 2021 to
31 December 2021. The new reduction period will only apply those farmers who opt to apply
for the change.
I will be engaging with farm organisations and agricultural consultants in the coming period
to how best to work with participants on these changes.
Agriculture Schemes

10/02/2021WRDDD03400

1007. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
he will extend the reference period under the BEAM scheme; if he will introduce a graduated
penalty regime within the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6803/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD03500

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) provided temporary exceptional adjustment aid to
farmers in the beef sector in Ireland, subject to the conditions set out in EU Commission Imple10/02/2021WRDDD03600
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menting Regulation (EU) 2019/1132. BEAM was funded by a combination of EU aid and Exchequer support. It was provided to support Irish beef farmers who saw beef prices fall in light
of market disturbance.
One of the conditions under which the €50 million was granted by the European Commission was that there had to be an element of reduction or re-structuring built in to the scheme.
Accordingly, in applying for BEAM, participants agreed to reduce the production of bovine
livestock manure nitrogen on their holding by 5% for the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 as
compared to the period 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019.
However, in light of the difficulties some farmers are experiencing in meeting this reduction
arising from COVID-19 Government Public Health restrictions, my Department recently wrote
to the European Commission seeking flexibility to offer farmers the opportunity to select a later
reduction year under BEAM if they were finding it difficult to deliver the 5% bovine manure
nitrogen reduction in the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021.
The Deputy will be glad to know that the European Commission has agreed that Ireland
can offer farmers the chance to alter the year during which the 5% reduction required must be
delivered. The alternative will be the calendar year 2021 for those who choose it.
The new reduction year will only apply those farmers who opt to apply for the change.
A graduated payment regime is set out in the scheme Terms and Conditions. Farmers who
fail to meet the full 5% reduction will have to refund some or all of the payment they received
under the scheme. Farmers must meet a minimum of a 4% reduction in order to avoid triggering
a 100% clawback. Farmers who reduce by between 4% and 5% are subject to a partial clawback
as provided for in the terms and conditions of the scheme.
I will be engaging with farm organisations and agricultural consultants in the coming period
to how best to work with participants on these changes.
Felling Licences

10/02/2021WRDDD03700

1008. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the
backlog in the issuing of felling licences will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on
the matter. [6804/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD03800

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I fully
recognise the impact the current forestry licencing delays are having on the sector and I am
in regular and intensive consultation with all stakeholders to resolve these issues. Along with
Minister of State Pippa Hackett who is responsible for forestry, it is my immediate priority to
deal with this backlog and to issue licences in the volume needed for this important sector to
continue to contribute to our rural economy, that services both the local and export market.
10/02/2021WRDDD03900

You will be aware of the delays caused by changes to the licensing system, which means that
a significant number of cases now need ecological input to comply with environmental requirements. We are tackling these delays by means of a systematic project plan. In 2020, we invested
heavily in resources including the recruitment of additional ecologists, forestry inspectorate and
administrative staff, with extra resources to be added this year. This has already resulted in an
increase in the number of licences issued, and the last quarter of 2020 saw the highest number
of licences issued last year. In addition, January saw the highest number of licences issued in
any one month since July 2019.
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The total number of licences which issued in 2020 was 2,592, of which 1,717 were tree felling licences. The total volume of felling licences issued for 2020 was just over 5 million cubic
metres, of which almost 2m cubic metres representing 40% of annual output issued in the latter
months of the year. This positive trend is continuing, with a timber volume of over 1 million
cubic metres issued this year to date. The aim is to sustain and build substantially on that output
and ensure the consistent high level of output that the sector needs.
We have also implemented changes to the functioning of the Forestry Appeals Committee
(FAC) and acted quickly to propose and implement the Forestry (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act. I have significantly resourced the FAC and four appeals committees are now set up and
hearing appeals. The FAC is now hearing an average of 60 licences per month representing an
increase of 150 percent. The FAC, in consultation with the Agriculture Appeals Office, is currently reviewing ways in which greater efficiency can be achieved across the four divisions of
the FAC.
I would like to reiterate my commitment to supporting the forest sector and to building on
the recent progress, so that a continual improvement in delivery is achieved.
GLAS Issues

10/02/2021WRDDD04000

1009. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
when GLAS payments will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [6870/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD04100

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
person named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 January
2016 and payments were processed for scheme years 2016 and 2017.
10/02/2021WRDDD04200

The application was initially rejected based on the findings of an on farm inspection. However, a review of the case led to a decision to reinstate the application with a penalty. The Department is currently working to resolve the outstanding validation issues so that payments due
can be processed as soon as possible.

10/02/2021WRDDD04300

Agriculture Scheme Appeals

1010. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a
decision has been made on an appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Cork in respect
of the beef finisher payment. [6874/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD04400

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish
to inform the Deputy that the Agriculture Appeals Office operates independently of my Department.
10/02/2021WRDDD04500

I have been advised that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate that an appeal
in relation to Beef Finisher Payment was received from the person named in October 2020. The
Appeals Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my Department
and all relevant documentation was forwarded to the Appeals Office.
I am advised that the appeal has now been finalised and a decision issued to the person
named on 19 January 2021.
Aquaculture Licences

10/02/2021WRDDD04600
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1011. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he
has received an aquaculture licence application (details supplied); the status of the application;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6885/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD04700

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My
Department considers all applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act and applicable national
and EU legislation. The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific
and technical advisers as well as various Statutory Consultees. The legislation also provides
for a period of public consultation. All submissions received during the public and statutory
consultation phase are considered during the licensing process.
10/02/2021WRDDD04800

I can confirm that my Department has received two applications for salmon farm aquaculture licences in Roaringwater Bay. These applications are currently the subject of scientific and
technical review by my Department. On completion of this review, the applications will progress to the next stages of the licensing process which as set out above includes both public and
statutory consultation.

10/02/2021WRDDD04900

Departmental Schemes

1012. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the financial support and incentives there will be to encourage farmers to pilot calf-at-foot strategies;
the agency which will be responsible for implementing and monitoring this measure; when the
trials will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6886/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD05000

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In
line with the initiatives identified in Ireland’s new Animal Welfare Strategy, emphasis is being
placed on evaluating the potential for alternative husbandry practices, including dairy calf-atfoot rearing. Teagasc has begun a study in comparing leaving the calf with its mother for the
first eight-weeks versus separating the calf from its mother at birth, to assess the effects on
behaviours relevant to welfare in the longer term and calf growth.
10/02/2021WRDDD05100

My Department will assess the potential for any related scheme taking account of Teagasc
advice and other relevant research.

10/02/2021WRDDD05200

EU Directives

1013. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
measures his Department has taken to implement and uphold the EU Pigs Directive Council
Directive 2008/120/EC; if there are outstanding parts of the Directive that need to be addressed
under legislation; the measures he plans to take to support the development of a high-welfare
outdoor-reared pig and poultry sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6887/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD05300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine is the competent authority for the implementation of the EU legislation on pig welfare (Council Directive 2008/120/EC).
10/02/2021WRDDD05400

Each year, officials from my Department carry out inspections on pig farms to ensure compliance with the provisions set out in the Directive. Farms are selected for inspection based on
pre-identified risk parameters, with some random inspections also. Inspections are carried out
in a standardised way by qualified veterinary inspectors. Where non compliances are identified,
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they are followed up on as appropriate to the circumstances.
I have recently announced that the threshold for available funding support for pig and poultry farmers is to be increased in the next tranche of TAMS and will carry some additional aminal
welfare conditionality. These proposals are currently being finalised.
My Department has recently launched a new over-arching national animal welfare strategy
for animal welfare which includes a commitment to support the development of a high welfare
outdoor pig and poultry sector which will initially involve a stakeholder consultation process.

10/02/2021WRDDD05500

Greyhound Industry

1014. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
only greyhounds presented for racing, that is, greyhounds which have at least one race record in
Ireland will be tracked by the proposed new traceability system; and if he will make a statement
on the matter. [6888/21]
10/02/2021WRDDD05600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue):
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCÉ) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound
industry. RCÉ is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine.
10/02/2021WRDDD05700

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for RCÉ and, therefore, the question has been referred to the body for direct reply.
Greyhound Industry

10/02/2021WREEE00200

1015. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his
understanding of the position which applies when greyhound pups fail to produce a qualifying
and acceptable time and are not presented for racing; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [6889/21]
10/02/2021WREEE00300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue):
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCÉ) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound
industry. RCÉ is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine.
10/02/2021WREEE00400

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for RCÉ and, therefore, the question has been referred to the body for direct reply.
Greyhound Industry

10/02/2021WREEE00500

1016. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
number of recorded births of greyhounds annually between 1 January 2010 and 31 December
2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6890/21]
10/02/2021WREEE00600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue):
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCÉ) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound In10/02/2021WREEE00700
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dustry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound
industry. RCÉ is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine.
The Irish Coursing Club (ICC) has been the keeper for the Irish Greyhound Stud Book since
1923. The ICC has provided my Department with the data as set out in tabular form below in
relation to recorded births of greyhounds annually between 1st January 2010 and 31st December 2020.
Year
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

Namings
16,467
15,908
16,224
15,575
14,898
15,388
13,987
13,649
13,327
12,793
12,930
Organic Farming Scheme

10/02/2021WREEE00800

1017. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
supports being offered to assist applicants to the organic farming scheme given the high rates of
refused admissions in the 2018 scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6892/21]
10/02/2021WREEE00900

1018. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
measures being put in place to help cattle and sheep farmers successfully apply to the organic
farming scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [6893/21]
10/02/2021WREEE01000

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1017 and 1018 together.
10/02/2021WREEE01100

An additional €4 million has been allocated to facilitate the re-opening of the Organic Farming Scheme. This will further develop the organic sector and contribute to the Programme for
Government target to align the area under organic production in Ireland with the EU average. I
was pleased to see my colleague Minister of State Hackett announce this re-opening last week
and expect the scheme to be open to applicants on 1st March.
The Organic Farming Scheme will be open to applications from all sectors. In the event
of the Scheme being over-subscribed, successful applications will be determined by a ranking
and selection process. This selection process will allocate additional marks to applicants who
are current licenced organic farmers who were not successful in gaining entry to the previous
Scheme but have continued to farm organically. Marks will be awarded for each sector with the
aim of increasing the area under organic production, while prioritising areas deemed to be in
deficit. The areas deemed to be in deficit by the Organic Strategy Group are dairy, tillage and
horticulture.
While the ranking and selection process will prioritise these areas, I believe that the level of
funding provided for this new Scheme will facilitate the entry of some 400-500 farmers into the
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organic farming system. This should allow successful applications from enterprises other than
those deemed to be in deficit.
There are a number of supports for farmers who are considering converting to organic including advisory bodies such as Teagasc and private advisors and the organic certification bodies. I would encourage all applicants to actively consider converting and to make use of the
available supports.
Veterinary Laboratories

10/02/2021WREEE01300

1019. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
if he will provide a schedule of substances such as agricultural animal remedies and growth
hormones stored and disposed of through the facility at Backweston, County Kildare, in 2019,
2020 and to date in 2021; and the quantities of same. [6936/21]
10/02/2021WREEE01400

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My
Department engages closely with other State organisations in the interception and seizure of
illegal substances where relevant.
10/02/2021WREEE01500

Customs Officers regularly identify and detain illegal importations and notify my Department of these seizures. The subsequent follow up actions required are managed by the Investigations Division and the Veterinary Medicines Section of my Department. A schedule of these
substances is attached which identifies the products destroyed and those currently stored in
Backweston.
In relation to substances seized directly by DAFM officers or substances identified by Customs and passed directly to Department investigators, records of these are not readily available.
However, below is a schedule of products currently stored in Backweston.
[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-02-11_pq1019a-10-02-2021_en.xlsx”>Table A</a>]
[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-02-11_pq1019b-10-02-2021_en.docx”>Table B</a>]
Coillte Teoranta

10/02/2021WREEE01600

1020. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his
plans to protect Roughfield Wood, Mounnadowna Wood and Dreenagh Wood, County Cork,
given plans by Coillte to sell parts of these lands for the erection of a telecommunications mast.
[7045/21]
10/02/2021WREEE01700

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Coillte
CGA was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and dayto-day operational matters, such as the management of their forest estate, are the responsibility
of the company.
10/02/2021WREEE01800

Agriculture Scheme Appeals

10/02/2021WREEE01900

1021. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the

10/02/2021WREEE02000
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number of instances since January 2015 to date in which his Department has set aside the findings of the director of the agricultural appeals office following a review at the request of his
Department of a decision by an appeals officer; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7052/21]
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am
not aware of any cases in which the findings of the Director of the Agriculture Appeals Office
have been set aside by my Department.
10/02/2021WREEE02100

However, I have requested that a full review of the case files be undertaken by my Department of the outcomes of these cases, so that a definitive response may be forwarded to the
Deputy in due course.
Fur Farming

10/02/2021WREEE02200

1022. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his
Department issued a direction to mink farms that a cull was to be carried out; and if he will
make a statement on the matter. [7064/21]
10/02/2021WREEE02300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Programme for Government 2020 contains a commitment regarding the prohibition of fur farming and Department officials have been working on appropriate steps to give effect to this. My
Department is in the process of drafting a Bill to provide for the introduction of a ban on fur
farming which will include a prohibition on mink farming.
10/02/2021WREEE02400

The Bill will make it illegal for any new fur farms to be established and will provide for the
closure of the small number of existing farm operations. My Department has not issued a direction to mink farmers that a cull was to be carried out.
Fur Farming

10/02/2021WREEE02500

1023. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
advice he has received from the CMO indicating that a cull on farmed mink is no longer warranted on public health grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7065/21]
10/02/2021WREEE02600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am
aware of the comments from the Chief Medical Officer but have received no further advice
from him on this matter.
10/02/2021WREEE02700

Notwithstanding, my Department is in the process of drafting a Bill to provide for the introduction of a ban on fur farming which will include a prohibition on mink farming. The Bill
will make it illegal for any new fur farms to be established and will provide for the closure of
the small number of existing farm operations. This will fulfill the Programme for Government
2020 commitment regarding the prohibition of fur farming.
Following the outbreak of a new form of COVID-19 in mink in Denmark and the possibility of the mutation moving from mink to humans, my Department initiated surveillance testing
of animals on the three mink farms. Results received to date have been negative. Similarly, the
HSE has initiated surveillance of the workers on these premises.
Farm Inspections

10/02/2021WREEE02800

496

10 February 2021

1024. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
number of farm inspections carried out by month and county in each of the years 2016 to 2020
and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7066/21]
10/02/2021WREEE02900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Due to
the volume of the information requested by the Deputy, it was not possible to provide a comprehensive response in the required timeframe. I will arrange for a reply to be forwarded directly
to the Deputy within 10 working days.
10/02/2021WREEE03000

Horticulture Sector

10/02/2021WREEE03100

1025. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
supports available for mushroom growers and the nursery sector who will be affected by the end
of horticultural peat harvesting. [7084/21]
10/02/2021WREEE03200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In
relation to peat extraction, my Department has no involvement in its regulation. This is a planning process under the remit of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
and an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) license process, under the remit of the Department of
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.
10/02/2021WREEE03300

Regarding the future use of peat moss in the horticulture sector, on 7th September 2020,
Malcolm Noonan T.D., Minister for Heritage and Electoral Reform in the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, published a report on the review of the use of Peat Moss
in the Horticultural Industry. The review report was prepared by an inter-agency working group
following on from the submissions from stakeholders.
After the publication of this report, Minister Noonan proposed the establishment of a working group to include representatives from relevant Government Departments and State Agencies, Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and industry stakeholders under an independent chairperson to examine the issues identified during the review. In this respect, the
working group will address the key issues raised in the report itself, including future use of
peat by the horticulture sector. The position of Chair for the Independent Working Group will
be filled shortly. Once the Chair is in place, the setting up of the working group members will
take place.
In addition to these developments, my Department is actively looking at alternatives to peat
and has funded two research projects to date. It has also recently sought further research be conducted here to explore alternatives to peat based growing media for horticultural production in
this area in its latest Research Call for 2021. These must be available, affordable and sustainable
and meet quality as well as environmental requirements.
Common Agricultural Policy

10/02/2021WREEE03400

1026. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
number of recipients who received CAP Pillar 1 payments of €60,000 or higher in 2020, by
county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7109/21]
10/02/2021WREEE03500

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
figures requested by the Deputy are set out in tabular format below.
10/02/2021WREEE03600

These figures are derived from the total amounts paid to applicants under CAP Pillar 1 (Ba497
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sic Payment, Greening, Young Farmers, National Reserve and Protein Aid schemes).
County
Carlow
Cavan
Clare
Cork
Donegal
Dublin
Galway
Kerry
Kildare
Kilkenny
Laois
Leitrim
Limerick
Longford
Louth
Mayo
Meath
Monaghan
Offaly
Roscommon
Sligo
Tipperary
Waterford
Westmeath
Wexford
Wicklow
Total

No of applicants paid more than €60,000
23
5
10
94
20
20
22
25
51
38
35
2
22
6
32
12
96
1
27
7
6
91
44
27
64
21
801
Common Agricultural Policy

10/02/2021WREEE03700

1027. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
level of funding that would be available for redistribution if CAP Pillar 1 payments were capped
at €60,000 at 2020 levels. [7110/21]
10/02/2021WREEE03800

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My
Department is carefully considering all aspects of the CAP proposals in order to assess their
potential impact on farmers. However, the final agreement on the CAP is dependent on the outcome of the trilogue process, which is still ongoing.
10/02/2021WREEE03900

Until that process is concluded, we will not have certainty on the final shape of the CAP and
so we cannot provide definitive answers on the funding that would be released by application
of reduction of payments.
My Department has published some modelled scenarios (available at https://www.gov.ie/
en/publication/f4561-cap-post-2020-direct-payments-modelling/) including the effects of capping at various levels which concludes that minimal funds are likely to be generated from even
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the most stringent application of capping.
I will continue to monitor the trilogue process to ensure the best possible outcome for Irish
farmers. This is a key priority of mine.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WREEE04000

1028. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the
Marine if urgent supports and measures will be provided as a response to the financial implications for the national hunt horse racing industry caused by the decision to cancel all point- topoint races under current restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7161/21]
10/02/2021WREEE04100

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Horse
Racing Ireland (HRI) is a commercial state body established under the Horse and Greyhound
Racing Act, 2001, and is responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development
of the horse racing industry.
10/02/2021WREEE04200

Under Section 12 of the Horse and Greyhound Racing Act 2001, my Department provides
funding to HRI on an annual basis.
Under this provision, for 2021, my Department has allocated €76.8 million to HRI to assist the horse racing and wider thoroughbred industry. This allocation represents an increase of
€9.6m or 14% on the allocation provided to HRI of €67.2 million in 2020.
The objective of this increase is in part to assist the industry in dealing with the twin challenges of COVID-19 and Brexit.
Forestry Sector

10/02/2021WREEE04300

1029. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
tree felling for the purpose of clearing a site for non-essential construction is or is not deemed
to be forestry; and his views on whether it should be classified as construction. [7171/21]
10/02/2021WREEE04400

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Forestry Act, 2014, gives a clear definition of a forest as “land under trees with (a) a minimum
area of 0.1 hectare and (b) tree crown cover of more than 20 per cent of the total area, or the
potential to achieve this cover at maturity, and includes all species of trees”.
10/02/2021WREEE04500

The Act also provides, under Article 19, for exemptions for tree felling without a tree felling licence, which includes the removal of trees as specified in a grant of planning permission.
Where a landowner is unsure if the trees in question meet the definition of a forest or if the
removal of the trees is not covered by a grant of planning, then an application for a tree felling
licence must be made. This is regardless of whether the site is to be cleared for non-essential
construction. It is an offence to fell trees without a valid tree felling licence, for which upon
conviction the land owner may be liable for considerable penalties.
Beef Imports

10/02/2021WREEE04600

1030. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his
plans to ensure consumers use less imported beef products and greater amounts grown locally
10/02/2021WREEE04700
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especially during the recent crisis and delays in imports and the implications that importing
and exporting beef has for climate concerns; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7178/21]
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Subject to meeting the relevant regulatory and control requirements, and where relevant, the payment of tariffs, the import or export of beef is a matter for commercial operators.
10/02/2021WREEE04800

It should be noted that, according to CSO data, between January and Oct 2020, Ireland imported approximately 24,000 tonnes of beef at a value of €106 million. In the same period, Ireland exported almost 500 million tonnes of beef at a value of €1.88 billion. Bord Bia continues
to support quality assured Irish produce through promotion campaigns on the domestic market
as well as in export markets.
The European Commission’s medium term outlook shows that the EU as a whole imported
348,000 tonnes of beef in 2020 (down from 386,000 tonnes in 2019) and this figure is projected
to grow by 0.6% annually in the period to 2030. Total beef consumption in the EU is estimated
at 6.5 million tonnes.
My Department will continue to closely monitor the level of beef imports into the EU as an
important factor in the overall supply balance in the EU market.
With regard to the EU-Mercosur trade agreement in particular, I have emphasised my concerns about the negative impact this would have for the Irish beef sector in particular. It is also
very important that the environmental sustainability chapter of the agreement is respected and
rigorously enforced.
Fishing Industry

10/02/2021WREEE04900

1031. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if,
with the voisinage agreement in place to allow fishing vessels from Northern Ireland to operate
in Ireland’s waters, there is a mechanism in place to stop UK vessels registering as vessels in
Northern Ireland to access Irish waters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7274/21]
10/02/2021WREEE05000

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Voisinage arrangements between Ireland and Northern Ireland provide for reciprocal fishing
access, allowing Irish registered vessels to fish in the 0-6nm zone in Northern Ireland and NI
vessels to fish in the 0-6nm zone of Ireland.
10/02/2021WREEE05100

The European Commission’s UK Task Force has advised that, under the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the EU and UK, the Voisinage arrangements are valid. The European
Commission has further advised that, because of the third country status of the UK (and NI),
fishing in the 0-6nm zone of Ireland is now covered by the Sustainable Management of External
Fishing Fleets Regulation (Regulation 2017/2403). Therefore, eligible NI vessels need to obtain
a fishing authorisation in accordance with Article 34 of the SMEFF Regulation.
My Department is in contact with the European Commission regarding the verification of
Northern Ireland vessels seeking authorisation to fish in the 0-6nm zone of Ireland under the
Voisinage arrangements in order to ensure such vessels are eligible under Irish legislation.
Under section 10(2) of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006, as amended
by the Sea-Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2019, persons on board vessels owned and operated in
Northern Ireland are permitted to fish in the waters within 0 - 6 nm of the baseline. This access
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is conditional on the persons and vessels complying with any obligation which would apply in
the same circumstances to an Irish sea-fishing boat.
Flood Relief Schemes

10/02/2021WREEE05200

1032. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if
provisions are being made to issue emergency funding to farmers in 2021 who have been hit by
flooding issues. [7281/21]
10/02/2021WREEE05300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My
Department continues to monitor the situation in relation to the flooding of farmland in general
and specifically farmyards where it arises. While some parts of the country have experienced
above average levels of rainfall in January 2021, data for Shannon Airport indicates that rainfall
was 103% of normal average rainfall levels for the month. Some localised flooding may occur
but, so far, in 2021 there are no significant national flood events reported. As such, there are
currently no plans for emergency funding.
10/02/2021WREEE05400

It should be noted that my Department issued payments of almost €1.73 billion directly to
farmers under a range of schemes in 2020.
Forestry Sector

10/02/2021WREEE05500

1033. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
further to Parliamentary Question No. 949 of 3 February 2021, the financial cost for the person
to withdraw from the scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.
[7317/21]
10/02/2021WREEE05600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
contract for this applicant expired in 2007 when the final premium was issued to the applicant
so premiums paid will not be recouped.
10/02/2021WREEE05700

However, the applicant submitted a Felling application which was granted in November
2018. One of the conditions of a felling licence is that the area must be replanted.
The Forestry Act 2014, which replaced the Forestry Act 1946, requires forest owners to
replant clearfelled areas. This includes areas clearfelled under a felling licence or excessively
thinned areas or for un-licenced clearfell operations. This requirement which was also contained in the Forestry 1946 Act is to prevent deforestation.
The Department issues a Replanting Order under Section 26 of the Forestry Act 2014 if the
landowner does not replant within the time period specified in the felling licence.
Failure to comply with a Replanting Order will result in legal action to enforce it and, if
convicted, a person can be subject to a Class D fine or to a fine not exceeding €5,000 for every
period of 30 days during which such failure continues.
If the applicant does not wish to replant this particular site, he may apply to the Department
to replant an alternative site. However, he must receive prior approval and he will not be entitled to grants or premiums for the alternative site.
Covid-19 Pandemic

10/02/2021WRFFF00200
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1034. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if construction in the interests of animal welfare or the essential operation of a farm are permissible
under the current level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7324/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF00300

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In the
interests of public health, the Government decided on 26th January, that the Level 5 restrictions,
introduced on 31st December 2020, will now stay in place until at least 5 March 2021.
10/02/2021WRFFF00400

This means that construction, apart from certain exceptions listed here on Gov.ie must remain closed. Essential repairs may be permissible where this is necessary for animal welfare
reasons. Where alternative arrangements to manage animal welfare are available, the works
should not proceed.
Departmental Equipment

10/02/2021WRFFF00500

1035. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
current applications of alcohol-based hand sanitiser to the pesticide control division for biocidal
product registration awaiting approval by date of application. [7386/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF00600

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Currently, there are a total of 445 human hygiene products registered with this Department, of
which 274 are alcohol based products. Information on these products is available to the public
via the Biocidal Products Register published on the Department’s Pesticide Registration and
Control Divisions website.
10/02/2021WRFFF00700

A further 198 applications have been received for alcohol based hand sanitisers. One hundred and twenty seven of these applications are currently being processed by the Pesticide Controls Division and are various stages of processing. Eleven applications are pending processing.
A further 60 applications have an outstanding registration fee required before processing
can commence.
Common Agricultural Policy

10/02/2021WRFFF00800

1036. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
proposals he has made to the EU regarding Common Agricultural Policy negotiations to ensure
that the next round of funding will be used to promote improved animal welfare on farms as is
committed to in the programme for Government; the amount of funding that will be available
to address animal welfare issues on farms in Ireland in 2021; the way in which it will it be distributed; the agency that will be responsible for implementing and monitoring animal welfare
improvements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7458/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF00900

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The
Council of Ministers reached agreement on the General Approach on the CAP in late October
2020. It is important to note that this overall position, which I supported, includes a number of
specific objectives for the new CAP, including achieving better responses to societal demands
for improved animal welfare. It should also be noted that Ireland has the highest standards of
animal welfare. It should also be noted that the final agreement on the CAP is dependent on the
outcome of trilogue negotiations between the Council, European Parliament and Commission,
which commenced in November and are likely to run for some months.
10/02/2021WRFFF01000

My Department is fully committed to delivering on the Programme for Government com502
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mitments to support the development of high-welfare pig and poultry production systems, as
well as mainstreaming animal welfare across Teagasc and my Department’s education and research programmes.
The newly established Animal Welfare Division is committing resources to on-farm animal
welfare inspections, as well as inspections at marts - in particular where calves are sold - and
in slaughter plants, where welfare indicators will be recorded in ante-mortem and post-mortem
data collection
The Animal Welfare, Safety and Nutrient Storage Scheme is one of the seven capital investment measures available under the Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS II).
This capital investment measure specifically provides for funding for the welfare of cattle and
sheep. To date, in excess of €40.8m has been spent on investments.
In addition, in excess of €1.58m has been spent on investments under the Pig and Poultry
Investment Scheme. The investment ceiling under this measure will be increased from €80,000
to €200,000 and will include some additional animal welfare conditionality. The main investments for calf welfare previously available under the Calf Investment Scheme (CIS), which has
resulted in a spend of over €1.77m to date, are now also available under TAMS II.
Animal Breeding Regulations

10/02/2021WRFFF01100

1037. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
measures he plans to take to regulate the breeding, ownership, sale or supply of exotic species;
when he plans to introduce legislation to that effect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7459/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF01200

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In
line with the commitment in the Programme for Government and the initiative identified in the
recently-launched Animal Welfare Strategy 2021-2025, my Department will take the lead in
establishing an independently chaired inter-departmental group to ensure a coherent national
approach to policy and regulation related to exotic animals.
10/02/2021WRFFF01300

The focus of the group will be on regulating the keeping, breeding and trading of exotic
animals. It is expected that work will begin on the initiative this spring.
Animal Welfare

10/02/2021WRFFF01400

1038. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the
additional urban horse welfare programmes he will introduce in 2021 as per the Programme for
Government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7460/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF01500

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My
Department continues to support a number of urban horse projects nationwide, supporting with
infrastructure and bringing education on all aspects of equine welfare to disadvantaged areas
and I intend to provide for further additional supports in urban areas.
10/02/2021WRFFF01600

My officials work with and support local authorities and NGOs in progressing urban projects and there are currently projects at every stage from the initial feasibility and planning
stages to the operating stage around the country. I have asked my officials to prioritise urban
horse welfare in the context of the recently-launched Animal Welfare Strategy 2021-2025.
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Local Authority Funding

10/02/2021WRFFF01700

1039. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
her plans to fund local authorities to ensure that they have sufficient council owned dog pound
facilities which can be run either by the council or by outside providers using council owned
facilities to ensure satisfactory dog pound services exist in each local authority and to ensure
that these services are not reliant on local private providers; and if she will make a statement on
the matter. [6989/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF01800

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The
Control of Dogs Acts place statutory responsibility for dog control on local authorities. Under
the Acts, local authorities are responsible for operating and managing dog control and licensing
services in their administrative areas, including the management of dog pounds or shelters, and
my Department has no involvement in this process.
10/02/2021WRFFF01900

Section 15(2) of the 1986 Act empowers local authorities to enter into arrangements with
any person for the provision and maintenance of dog pounds or shelters and for the exercise
by any such persons of the functions of the local authority under the Act in respect of the acceptance, detention, disposal and destruction of stray or unwanted dogs. Furthermore, section
15(3) of the 1986 Act empowers local authorities to enter into arrangements with any other
local authority, or with the Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ISPCA), or
with a person connected with animal welfare, for the exercise of all or any of its functions, other
than its functions under Section 17 or Section 30 of the Act.
The procurement of any service in that regard, therefore, is a matter for each local authority
and the management and operation of such pounds or shelters are matters solely for the relevant
local authority.
My Department does not provide funding for the provision and maintenance of shelters for
dogs. Local authorities finance their dog control service from general income, including income
accruing through dog licence fees, on-the-spot fines, pound fees etc.
Cuanta agus Céanna

10/02/2021WRFFF02000

1040. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail
cén dul chun cinn atá déanta ó thaobh plean gnó maidir le forbairt na cé ar Inis Oírr; an bhfuil
an plean gnó críochnaithe; an bhfuil sé faofa ag a Roinn; an bhfuil cóip de ar fáil; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [6549/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF02100

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Tá
mó Roinn agus Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe théis a bheith ag obair go leanúnach chun baill
chríoch a chur leis an chás gnó don fhorbairt ar Ché Inis Oírr. Tá leagan críochnúil don chás gnó
faighte ag an Roinn anois. Tá seo á scrúdú anois ag oifigigh na Roinne agus tá súil é a bheidh
faofa go luath.
10/02/2021WRFFF02200

Ach é seo a bheith déanta, táthar ag súil go mbeadh an Roinn agus an Comhairle Chontae
ábalta gluiseach ar aghaidh agus tairiscintí a lorg do forbairt na céibhe.
CLÁR Programme

10/02/2021WRFFF02300

10/02/2021WRFFF02400

1041. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
504

10 February 2021

when the 2021 CLÁR programme will be launched; the new measures being considered for
inclusion in the 2021 programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6577/21]
Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The
CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale projects in designated rural areas that have
experienced significant levels of de-population.
10/02/2021WRFFF02500

Since the programme was relaunched in 2016, it has provided funding of almost €39 million
for over 1,600 projects under a range of different Measures including:
- Safety measures around schools and community facilities
- Outdoor play facilities
- Local Access Roads
- Targeted Community Infrastructure needs
- First Response support measures
- Support for Mobility and Cancer Care transport
- Community Recreation Areas
- Meals on Wheels and linked services.
The Measures to be included in the CLÁR programme are reviewed and revised, if appropriate, each year. The 2020 Measures placed a focus on supporting communities to respond to
the impact of COVID-19.
I am currently considering the Measures for inclusion in the 2021 programme and details
of the Measures to be supported this year will be announced when the programme is launched.
Recognising the importance of the CLÁR programme to some of our remotest rural areas,
I secured a 10% increase in funding for the scheme this year, bringing the allocation up to €5.5
million for 2021.
Flexible Work Practices

10/02/2021WRFFF02600

1042. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
the progress on developing remote hubs which will have an enduring benefit to the country;
if access to broadband is an impediment to developing hubs; if so, if steps are being taken to
remedy the matter; and if the national broadband plan is relevant to same. [6654/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF02700

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The
increased shift to remote working as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic has given us the opportunity for a greater regional distribution of jobs and to support a better quality of life for
many people who previously spent many hours in long commutes.
10/02/2021WRFFF02800

Remote working has the potential to transform rural Ireland, allowing people to build careers in good quality jobs while continuing to live closer to home, and to generate increased
economy in activity in our rural towns.
Building on an initiative by the Western Development Commission in developing a network
of remote working and co-working hubs along the western seaboard, a Working Group chaired
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by the Secretary General of my Department was established last October to oversee the development of a Hub Network on a national scale. The first phase of the Group’s work is to identify,
map, survey and classify the various remote working facilities available throughout the country
This work, which is currently under way, will lead to the establishment of an integrated
network of remote working facilities with shared back-office services and a common booking
engine for hub users. I expect to be in a position to outline the results of this work over the
course of the year.
Access to reliable high speed broadband is crucial to the development of remote working
facilities. However, I understand that there are already over 450 hubs throughout the country,
in both urban and rural locations, who are providing these services. Commercial suppliers have
invested in improved broadband provision in recent years, while the National Broadband Plan
has begun to be rolled out in State Intervention areas where commercial provision is not considered to be viable.
My Department has invested over €50 million in remote working facilities since 2016
through the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and the Rural Regeneration and Development
Fund. Investment has also been made in remote working infrastructure and connectivity through
the Broadband Connection Points (BCP) initiative.
A further €5 million has been allocated to the Town and Village Renewal Scheme this year
to support the development of remote working infrastructure at hubs and BCPs throughout the
country and I hope to be in a positon to announce details of this funding stream shortly.
Broadband Infrastructure

10/02/2021WRFFF02900

1043. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
the progress on the development of broadband connection points in which her Department
played a key role in the identification of locations; and if the number of broadband connection
points is being increased. [6655/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF03000

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) initiative will see approximately 300 publicly accessible
sites provided with a temporary high-speed broadband connection by National Broadband Ireland (NBI), the company contracted to deliver the National Broadband Plan (NBP). These sites
will be in rural and isolated areas, including many off-shore islands.
10/02/2021WRFFF03100

Typically, BCPs are community centres, sports clubs and libraries that will make indoor and
outdoor internet access available to the public. The sites are identified by the Local Authority
Broadband Officers.
After a site survey and if considered suitable, BCPs are provided with a high-speed wireless
connection by National Broadband Ireland (NBI), the company contracted to deliver the NBP
in the State intervention area. Vodafone Ireland then install the customer premises equipment
(control boxes/switches and wifi access points) which enables broadband services to be provided.
To date, 266 sites have been identified for site surveys and installation. Installation is being
progressed at 143 sites, with 123 BCPs declared ‘live’, meaning that both the initial connectivity and the customer facing equipment has been installed, tested and shown to be performing
as required.
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As new sites are connected every day, this number will rise rapidly. The locations of all
planned and live BCPs can be found on the website of NBI at https://nbi.ie/broadband-connection-points/.
At this point, the majority of sites for inclusion in the BCP project have been identified and
the installation programme is at an advanced stage. Notwithstanding this, there remains a small
amount of capacity for additional sites.
Potential BCP locations should be discussed with the relevant Local Authority Broadband
Officer who will offer advice and help coordinate an application. Contact details for the Local Authority Broadband Officers are available at: https://assets.gov.ie/3908/06121812203288ceac03820f4db6b6807c6178f5c2b4.pdf
While the BCPs are an important element of the National Broadband Plan in their own
right, the objective is that that they will become long-term community assets, providing for a
multitude of local needs as they develop over the coming years, beyond the completion of the
NBP rollout.
In this context, my officials are designing a suite of programmes, underpinned by the connectivity at BCPs, to develop remote working, eHealth, education and training, and arts and
culture projects.
Local Improvement Scheme

10/02/2021WRFFF03200

1044. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
the status of the local improvement scheme; if further funding will be allocated to this scheme
to clear the backlog; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6761/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF03300

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The
Local Improvement Scheme, or LIS, is a programme for improvement works on small private
or non-public roads in rural areas which are not under the normal maintenance of the Local
Authorities. It is funded by my Department and administered through the relevant Local Authorities.
10/02/2021WRFFF03400

Since the LIS was re-launched in 2017, over €58 million has been allocated for improvement works on over 2,300 qualifying roads. It has significantly improved access in rural areas,
benefitting over 10,000 people.
An allocation of €10 million was available for the scheme in 2020 and this allocation has
been fully drawn down following completion of the scheduled road improvements.
I secured an increase in the budget for the LIS this year, recognizing that many counties
have a list of eligible roads that still require improvement works. The budget for 2021 is €10.5
million, and increase of 5%.
I will launch this year’s scheme shortly and will announce the funding distribution to each
Local Authority at that stage.
Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

10/02/2021WRFFF03500

1045. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
when she expects to announce the next recipients of funding under measures 2 and 3 of the out10/02/2021WRFFF03600
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door recreation and infrastructure scheme; if a project (details supplied) in County Kerry will
be given particular consideration due to the relative impact and proven significant economic
spin-off associated with it; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6837/21]
1046. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
when she expects to announce the next recipients of funding under measures 2 and 3 of the outdoor recreation and infrastructure scheme; if a project (details supplied) in County Kerry will
be given strong consideration due to the large numbers of persons who visit the general vicinity
and an anticipated spike in visitors in summer 2021 due to strong domestic tourism; and if she
will make a statement on the matter. [6838/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF03700

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I
propose to take Questions Nos. 1045 and 1046 together.
10/02/2021WRFFF03800

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) provides funding for the development and/or enhancement of outdoor recreational infrastructure such as cycleways, walking
trails, blueways and mountain access routes in rural areas. Since 2016, my Department has
invested almost €55.2 million in over 920 projects across Ireland under the scheme.
The 2020 scheme was launched on the 29 May last in collaboration with Fáilte Ireland, with
an indicative budget of €10 million. Project applications were accepted under three Measures
under the 2020 scheme, as follows:
- Measure 1 for small-scale projects requiring funding of up to €20,000,
- Measure 2 for medium-scale projects with funding of up to €200,000, and
- Measure 3 for large-scale projects seeking funding of up to €500,000.
The closing date for receipt of applications under Measure 1 was the 30 September 2020 and
I recently announced details of 174 successful projects under this Measure to a value of almost
€3.2 million. These included 10 projects in Co. Kerry to a value of over €191,000.
The closing date for Measure 2 and Measure 3 projects was the 30 November 2020. My Department received over 90 applications under these two Measures and my officials are currently
completing the assessment process on those projects.
I can confirm that applications have been received from Kerry County Council for the projects referred to by the Deputy. These applications will be assessed in line with the scheme criteria, along with all the other applications received.
I hope to be in a position to announce the successful projects shortly, when the assessment
process is complete.
National Volunteering Strategy

10/02/2021WRFFF04000

1047. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
the progress made by the national advisory group on the national volunteering strategy and the
implementation of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [6954/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF04100

Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy
Joe O’Brien): I am pleased to advise that the National Volunteering Strategy was launched on
the 5 December last, which coincided with International Volunteering Day. The purpose of the
Strategy is to recognise, support and promote the unique value and contribution of volunteers
10/02/2021WRFFF04200
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to Irish society. It provides an opportunity for Government to acknowledge how important volunteering is to the well-being of the nation and to steer the delivery of an agreed and ambitious
vision for the future of volunteering in Ireland.
The Strategy comprises five high level objectives, with 56 associated actions and it outlines
a whole-of-government framework to support the volunteering environment.
As provided for in the Strategy, my Department is in the process of forming the Volunteering Strategy Implementation Group, which will be drawn from various stakeholders across
the sector. This group will assist my Department in implementing the actions contained in the
Strategy over the next five years, and will monitor and evaluate progress on delivery.
Town and Village Renewal Scheme

10/02/2021WRFFF04300

1048. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
her plans to broaden the town and village renewal scheme funding to towns with a population
over 10,000 for Covid-19 measures (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the
matter. [7053/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF04400

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The
regeneration and revitalisation of our rural towns and villages is a key priority for my Department. Since 2016, my Department has invested almost €93 million in over 1,300 projects under
the Town and Village Renewal Scheme.
10/02/2021WRFFF04500

A budget of €20 million has been allocated for an expanded Town and Village Renewal
Scheme this year - an increase of €5 million, or 33%, on 2020. This increase will allow for the
development of remote working facilities in town centres, which will help increase footfall and
economic activity.
In the main, the Town and Village Renewal Scheme funds rural towns with a population of
less than 10,000 people and the majority of projects have focused on towns of less than 5,000
people.
Under the Government’s July Stimulus Package in 2020, additional funding was provided
to the Town and Village Renewal Scheme which permitted my Department to fund towns with
a population above 10,000 as an exceptional measure, to help them introduce initiatives in response to COVID-19.
The eligibility criteria for the 2021 Town and Village Renewal Scheme are currently under
consideration by my Department, and will take in to account the learnings from 2020. A final
decision on the criteria will be made shortly, in advance of the launch of the scheme.
LEADER Programmes

10/02/2021WRFFF04600

1049. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development
the position on the funding of LEADER; the way in which funds are allocated to LEADER; and
if she will make a statement on the matter. [7196/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF04700

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys):
LEADER is a rural development programme co-funded by the EU which operates a locallyled, bottom-up, approach to meeting the needs of local communities and businesses. The programme supports private enterprises and community groups in rural areas.
10/02/2021WRFFF04800
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The 2014-2020 LEADER programme for Ireland had an allocation of €250 million, including a contribution of approx. 63% from the EU. Funding is delivered by 29 Local Action
Groups (LAGs) in 28 sub-regional areas.
Due to a delay in agreeing the post-2020 EU Budget, the next EU LEADER programme will
not commence until 2023. To bridge the gap to the start of the next programme, in December
2020 I announced details of a Transitional LEADER Programme which will come into effect
from 1st. April 2021, with an initial allocation of €20 million this year. I also extended the deadline for project approvals under the 2014-2020 programme to 31st. March 2021.
Of the €20 million funding under the Transitional Programme, €15 million is available for
new project activity, with €5 million available for the costs of the LAGs associated with administration and project animation.
The distribution of the €20 million to each LAG is based, pro-rata, on the allocations received by each LAG at the outset of the 2014-2020 programme. The allocation of the funding
to each LAG is available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c44cc-minister-humphreysannounces-details-of-transitional-leader-programme/.
Additional Administration funding of approximately €7 million is also being provided to the
LAGs in 2021 for the on-going management and delivery of the 2014-2020 LEADER projects.
Town and Village Renewal Scheme

10/02/2021WRFFF04900

1050. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the expected timeframe for the announcement of details in relation to the funding stream
for the town and village renewal scheme, specifically the investment in remote working facilities at hubs and BCPs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [7238/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF05000

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Remote, or connected working has the potential to transform rural Ireland, allowing people to
pursue careers in good quality jobs while continuing to live in their local communities. It also
has the potential to encourage more people to move to the regions, to provide increased trade
for local businesses and to revitalise our rural towns.
10/02/2021WRFFF05100

A number of Government Departments and agencies have provided investment for the development of remote working facilities over the last number of years. My own Department has
invested over €50 million in these facilities since 2016 through the Town and Village Renewal
Scheme and the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund.
My Department has also invested in remote working infrastructure and connectivity through
the Broadband Connection Points (BCP) initiative.
I have secured an additional €5 million under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme this
year to support the development of remote working infrastructure at hubs and BCPs throughout
the country. I hope to be in a position to announce details of this funding stream shortly.
Broadband Infrastructure

10/02/2021WRFFF05200

1051. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the number of additional BCP programme applications received per local authority area
to date; the average waiting time for assessment and approval; and if she will make a statement
10/02/2021WRFFF05300

510

10 February 2021

on the matter. [7239/21]
Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys):
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are among the first premises to be connected in the State
intervention area under the National Broadband Plan (NBP). They are publicly accessible
premises, such as community centres, libraries and sports clubs in more isolated or remote rural
areas, including some of our off-shore islands.
10/02/2021WRFFF05400

At this point, the majority of sites for inclusion in the BCP project have been identified and
the installation programme is at an advanced stage. The intention is to have approximately 300
sites connected in the coming months. Notwithstanding this, there remains a small amount of
capacity for additional sites. In general terms, a potential BCP will:
- be located within the NBP State intervention area;
- be a publicly accessible site with the potential for indoor and outdoor use;
- have adequate public liability insurance in place;
- show clear potential for public benefit.
Potential additional BCP locations should be discussed with the relevant Local Authority Broadband Officer who will offer advice and help coordinate an application. Contact details for the Local Authority Broadband Officers are available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/215136-mobile-phone-and-broadband-taskforce/#broadband-officers-contact-list
On receipt of a completed application, officials at my Department make an initial assessment based on a number of factors, including location and proximity to similar facilities, proposed use of the site, local needs, community involvement, and the long-term viability of BCP
services at the site. This assessment takes place within days of receipt.
When an application passes this phase, it is forwarded to officials at the Department of the
Environment, Climate and Communications for cost and viability assessments. This process
can take a number of weeks as a physical survey must also be carried out before a final determination can be made on a premises’s suitability for use as a BCP.
Details of all installed and planned BCPs are available at https://nbi.ie/bcp-map/. It should
be noted that this is a constantly evolving situation and subject to change. Sites may be removed
from the list if they are passed by commercial operators or become unavailable for other reasons. New sites are also regularly identified, assessed and approved for inclusion.
For example, in the last six months, my Department has received a total of 91 additional
applications, of which 68 have been provisionally approved, subject to site surveys. Sites that
were not approved did not meet the requirements outlined above and/or where the survey could
not identify a viable solution.
Details of the additional sites by county are provided on the table below. The total number
of approved BCPs at this point in time is 266.
County

Confirmed BCPs at Aug
2020

Additional applications
received since Aug.
2020

Additional applications
approved

Total approved/provisionally approved

Carlow

5

4

3

8

Cavan

11

1

1

12

Clare

5

2

2

7

Cork Co

17

1

1

18
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County

Confirmed BCPs at Aug
2020

Additional applications
received since Aug.
2020

Additional applications
approved

Total approved/provisionally approved

Donegal

11

1

1

12

Dublin DLR

1

Dublin Fingal

4

Dublin SDCC

1

Galway Co

7

Kerry

9

9

Kildare

4

4

Kilkenny

6

Laois

4

9

0

4

Leitrim

8

3

3

11

Limerick

2

22

12

14

Longford

8

Louth

7

Mayo

10

5

5

15

Meath

9

7

6

15

Monaghan

12

3

3

15

Offaly

7

3

2

9

Roscommon

8

Sligo

5

2

2

7

Tipperary

8

10

10

18

Waterford

4

Westmeath

6

1

1

Wexford

10

Wicklow

9

1

1

10

198

91

68

266

1
3

3

7
1

13

12

19

6

8
7

8

4
7
10

Broadband Infrastructure
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1052. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the persons and entities that can make an application to the BCP programme. [7240/21]
10/02/2021WRFFF05600

Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys):
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are among the first premises to be connected in the State
intervention area under the National Broadband Plan (NBP). They are publicly accessible premises, in more isolated or remote rural areas, including some of our off-shore islands.
10/02/2021WRFFF05700

The BCPs will make onsite broadband access available for a variety of uses, such as remote
working, remote study, eHealth, education and training, arts and culture, and general community use. To date, sites that have been selected as BCPs are situated in community centres,
libraries and sports clubs.
At this point, the majority of sites for inclusion in the BCP project have been identified and
the installation programme is at an advanced stage. The intention is to have approximately 300
sites connected in the coming months.
Notwithstanding this, there remains a small amount of capacity for additional sites. In the first
instance, potential BCP locations should be discussed with the relevant Local Authority Broadband Officer who will offer advice and help coordinate an application. Contact details for the
Local Authority Broadband Officers are available at: https://assets.gov.ie/3908/06121812203288ceac03820f4db6b6807c6178f5c2b4.pdf
In general terms, a potential BCP will:
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- be located within the NBP State intervention area;
- be a publicly accessible site with the potential for indoor and outdoor use;
- have adequate public liability insurance in place;
- show clear potential for public benefit.
On receipt of a completed application, officials at my Department make an initial assessment based on a number of factors, including location and proximity to similar facilities, proposed use of the site, local needs, community involvement, and the long-term viability of BCP
services at the site.
If an application passes this phase, it is forwarded to officials at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications for cost and viability assessments. A physical survey
must also be carried out before a final determination can be made on the premises’s suitability
for use as a BCP.
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