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13/01/2021WRA00300Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

13/01/2021WRA004001. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Taoiseach if the papers and documentation gener-
ated by a person (details supplied) in their inquiry into the Dublin and Monaghan bombings 
will be handed over to Operation Kenova; and if not, the reason. [45184/20]

13/01/2021WRA00500The Taoiseach: My Department has not received a request for  assistance  from Operation 
Kenova. We are prepared to be of assistance to Operation Kenova with its enquiries as far as 
possible, within the confines of the law. Any such request for assistance would be given full and 
careful consideration.

We are committed to working with the UK Government and the political parties in Northern 
Ireland to address the painful legacy of the Troubles. It is the Government’s firm position that 
legacy issues must be addressed through the implementation of the Stormont House Agreement 
framework, in order to support wider societal reconciliation, build greater community confi-
dence in policing and meet the legitimate needs of victims and survivors in Northern Ireland 
and across the island of Ireland.

13/01/2021WRA00600Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRA007002. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Taoiseach if his Department or State agencies under 
the aegis of his Department have awarded contracts to a company (details supplied); if so, the 
value of such contracts; and if the contracts were tendered for. [44794/20]

13/01/2021WRA00800The Taoiseach: Neither the Department of the Taoiseach nor the body under its aegis have 
awarded any contracts to the company in question.

13/01/2021WRA00900Census of Population

13/01/2021WRA010003. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Taoiseach the expected timeline for the publication 
of the preliminary results of Census 2022; and the expected timelines for the publication of the 
final results of Census 2022. [1038/21]

13/01/2021WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): The 
Central Statistics Office expects to release the preliminary results from Census 2022 by the end 
of July 2022, with the publication of the official results to commence in the second quarter of 
2023.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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13/01/2021WRA01200Commissions of Investigation

13/01/2021WRA013004. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach if the opposition were consulted in ad-
vance of the most recent extension of the commission of investigation with respect to NAMA; 
and if he will commit to consulting the opposition in advance of the March 2021 deadline. 
[1149/21]

13/01/2021WRA01400The Taoiseach: The NAMA Commission of Investigation was established by the Govern-
ment in June 2017 following consultations with Opposition representatives and resolutions 
made by the Dáil and Seanad.

The Commission is fully independent in its investigations and its Sole Member is Judge 
John D. Cooke.  

The Commission was initially expected to report on the sale by NAMA of its Northern 
Ireland portfolio, known as Project Eagle, by the end of June 2018.  However, the time-frame 
for the Commission to report on the Project Eagle Investigation has been extended on several 
occasions following requests from the Commission in its Interim Reports.  

In the Commission’s Ninth Interim Report which was submitted in November 2020, it re-
quested a further extension as “it would be prudent to allow for a further three-month period to 
bring its work to a conclusion.”  The rationale provided in the Interim report included the im-
pact of Covid-19 public health restrictions on the Commission’s work and that “one individual, 
who had previously declined, agreed to provide evidence to assist the investigation”.

In light of this rationale, and the limited extension of three months requested, and con-
sistent with my functions as specified Minister under the Commissions of Investigation Act 
2004, I didn’t believe there was a strong argument against extending the timeframe as sought 
by the Commission.  Given these circumstances, and the ongoing pressures of business arising 
from Covid-19, I didn’t deem it necessary to consult further with Oireachtas members on this 
occasion.  As with all of the Commission’s Interim Reports, a copy has been laid before the 
Oireachtas and is also available at www.gov.ie.  The possibility of consulting with Oireachtas 
representatives on any future such requests by the Commission will be considered in light of the 
circumstances in which they arise.

13/01/2021WRA01500Departmental Correspondence

13/01/2021WRA016005. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach if his attention has been drawn to cor-
respondence sent to him by a person (details supplied); if he has reviewed the documents con-
tained; and if he has consulted with colleagues in the Department of Justice in respect of same. 
[1220/21]

13/01/2021WRA01700The Taoiseach: My Department is in contact with the company that forwarded the corre-
spondence.

13/01/2021WRA01800Departmental Staff

13/01/2021WRA019006. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Taoiseach the number of staff in his Department who 
have been assigned to the new shared island unit. [1293/21]

13/01/2021WRA02000The Taoiseach: The Shared Island unit in my Department is led by an Assistant Secretary 
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with four full-time staff appointed at present. Staffing resources for the unit are kept under on-
going review.

The unit supports implementation of the Government’s commitment to work with all com-
munities and traditions on the island to build consensus around a shared future underpinned by 
the Good Friday Agreement.

Operationally, the unit is focusing its work in three areas: commissioning research, fostering 
dialogue, and building a Shared Island agenda, including delivery of the commitments in the 
Programme for Government. 

Strengthening social, economic and political links on the island and the promotion of all-
island approaches to the strategic challenges facing Ireland, North and South are key objectives 
for this work.

The unit works in close cooperation with other Government Departments and engages on an 
inclusive basis with civil society, North and South on the island.

13/01/2021WRA02100Economic Policy

13/01/2021WRA022007. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Taoiseach the status of the national economic plan; the ex-
pected timeline for publication. [1646/21]

13/01/2021WRA02300The Taoiseach: The development of the National Economic Plan is well advanced, how-
ever, finalisation has been deferred given the short-term focus on economic supports for busi-
nesses and workers affected by the reintroduction of public health restrictions due to Covid-19.

The Plan is intended to be a high-level framework setting out the Government’s priorities 
and policy objectives for a sustainable and inclusive recovery. Drawing on the Programme for 
Government it will signal pathways and associated deliverables beyond the crisis given accel-
erating changes in the global and domestic landscape. 

The Plan will be built on five broad pillars: sustainable public finances, strategic investment, 
making enterprises and sectors more resilient, building an inclusive and regionally balanced 
recovery, and future proofing our environment and economy.

13/01/2021WRB00200Energy Conservation

13/01/2021WRB003008. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if regulations can be introduced to ensure the presence of doors on supermarket 
fridges in order to reduce the amount of energy required; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44868/20]

13/01/2021WRB00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The regulation of supermarket fridges falls under EU Regulation, namely Regulation 
(EU) 2019/2024 of 1 October 2019, laying down ecodesign requirements for refrigerating ap-
pliances with a direct sales function, and Regulation (EU) 2019/2018 with regard to energy 
labelling of refrigerating appliances with a direct sales function. 

The Regulations apply to refrigerators with direct sales functions that will be placed on 
the market across the EU after March 1, 2021, setting minimum requirements for energy effi-
ciency, and ensuring that accurate information is available regarding energy efficiency to those 
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purchasing such appliances. The regulations are technology neutral: they do not specify the 
technology needed to achieve the design technical specifications. This approach is taken so as 
not to inhibit innovation. While the installation of doors/curtains can indeed make these prod-
ucts more efficient, it is not specifically stated in the Regulation that they need to be used to 
achieve the requirement but in many instances, manufacturers will have doors to comply with 
the Regulation, if it is not already the case. Over time, supermarkets will replace their stock of 
refrigerators and the incentive to update to more eco-friendly fridges will increase as the carbon 
tax increases energy costs.

Regulation (EU) 2019/2024 also provides that manufacturers, importers or authorised rep-
resentatives of refrigerating appliances with a direct sales function make available spare parts 
for doors (e.g. door handles) to professional repairers and end-users to ensure that fridge energy 
consumption is minimised throughout the life time of the fridge. The combination of the saving 
generated by the more energy efficient new generation of fridges and pressure from customers 
will ensure that supermarkets rapidly replace the fridges that have no doors. Compliance of 
fridges with the new regulation will be the responsibility of DECC, supported by SEAI enabled 
by SI 2020/625.

13/01/2021WRB00500Workplace Safety

13/01/2021WRB006009. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment when he plans to ratify the ILO Convention on Violence and Harassment in the Work-
place. [44887/20]

13/01/2021WRB00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The ratification of ILO Convention C190 is a matter of priority for Ireland and we contin-
ue to work towards being amongst the first ILO member States to ratify, with plans to progress 
the ratification this year. 

The issue of ratification by Ireland of International Labour Organisation Convention 190, 
Elimination of Violence and Harassment in the World of Work, is being considered in the con-
text of our standard approach to the ratification of international instruments. Ireland does not 
ratify international conventions until it has been determined that national law is in line with the 
provisions of the international instrument.   

Convention 190 is the first ever international instrument on the very important issues of 
eliminating violence and harassment in the world of work. Ireland already has very strong 
protections in law to combat violence and harassment in the world of work and has ratified the 
Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and do-
mestic violence (Istanbul Convention).  

My officials are engaging with relevant Departments and offices to establish the extent to 
which domestic legislative provisions already provide for the rights and entitlements enunci-
ated in the Convention, as well as legislative amendments, if any, that may be required to enable 
ratification.   

As part of that process, my officials will undertake a stakeholder consultation with the social 
partners and other interested parties.

13/01/2021WRB00800Trading Online Voucher Scheme
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13/01/2021WRB0090010. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the timeline for the payment of the online trading vouchers scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44892/20]

13/01/2021WRB01000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Trading Online Voucher Scheme (TOVS) was designed to encourage and support 
small and micro-businesses in Ireland to trade online.

This scheme was developed by the (now) Department of the Environment, Climate and 
Communications (DECC) as part of the National Digital Strategy. This Strategy set out a vision 
and practical actions and steps to encourage and assist more citizens and small businesses to 
get online.

The original focus of the scheme was targeted at small and micro enterprises that were 
considered to be at risk of being left behind by the digital divide. The scheme was designed to 
be a catalyst for a change in behaviour of small business towards trading online.  As such, it 
was envisaged that the scheme would not support all business, but rather encourage a sufficient 
number to make the transition which, in turn, would drive an organic demand from the remain-
ing businesses.

At the beginning of 2020 applicants had 9 months to complete their project. Lockdown 
restrictions in March 2020 highlighted the necessity of businesses having online trading capac-
ity to generate sales resulting in a significant increase in the number of applications received 
by the Local Enterprise Offices. From 8 June 2020 new successful applicants had 4 months to 
complete their project. This condition pertained until the end of 2020.

The scheme was transferred to my Department which will operate the Trading Online 
Voucher scheme for 2021 and subsequent years in line with the terms and conditions and eli-
gibility requirements. The claim period for a Trading Online Voucher has been increased to 6 
months as of January 1 2021.

13/01/2021WRB01100Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland

13/01/2021WRB0120011. Deputy James Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the position regarding the future investment loan scheme of a bank (details supplied); 
if there will be future rounds of loans under this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45070/20]

13/01/2021WRB01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Future Growth Loan Scheme was established in April 2019 for SMEs and small 
midcaps (up to 499 employees) seeking access to finance for long-term strategic investment. It 
is delivered by the SBCI through participating finance providers on behalf of the Department 
of Enterprise, Trade and Employment and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

From launch, €300m in lending was made available through the scheme. However, in re-
sponse to the high demand, the scheme was expanded in July of 2020 by a further €500m in 
lending to help businesses in responding to the challenges of COVID-19 and Brexit.

Two of the participating finance providers (AIB and Bank of Ireland) in the scheme have 
currently suspended new loan applications while they process a significant pipeline of existing 
applications. However, businesses can still currently apply for lending with other participating 
providers (KBC, Permanent TSB and Ulster Bank).
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As of December 24th   2020, there had been 2,742 businesses approved for lending under 
the Future Growth Loan Scheme for a total value of €554.6m in loan approvals. There is still 
a very significant amount of lending capacity remaining in the scheme to help SMEs that are 
looking to access finance to facilitate strategic investment. I encourage businesses interested in 
the scheme to approach the lenders that are currently accepting new applications. I would also 
encourage businesses to regularly monitor the SBCI website, https://sbci.gov.ie/, for updates on 
the cohort of lenders participating in the scheme and those that are open for new applications.

13/01/2021WRB01400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRB0150012. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the protocols for employers to insist that employees work from home throughout the 
various levels of restrictions in place throughout the Covid-19 pandemic; if fines are in place 
for businesses found to be bringing employees into the workplace if they are not meant to; if 
the Health and Safety Authority has enforcement powers under these protocols; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45116/20]

13/01/2021WRB01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
The Government’s Living with COVID-19 Plan recognises the need for an overall incremental 
approach which take account of the societal and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the varying responses required at different times. The Plan sets out how businesses should 
operate at five different levels. The Country is, at present, at Level 5 and within Level 5 people 
should work from home unless it is absolutely necessary to attend in person.

All employees should work from home unless essential for work, which is an essential 
health, social care or other essential service and cannot be done from home.

I would stress, however, that, at this particular critical juncture, given the seriousness of 
the overall situation with COVID-19 cases across the Community and the resulting pressure 
on our hospital systems, it is vital that employers make provision for employees to work from 
home unless they are delivering an essential service as listed on www.gov.ie and cannot work 
for home.

As the Deputy may be aware, I issued a statement last week underlining the seriousness of 
this issue.

While an employer is responsible, in the first instance, for determining what work can be 
done remotely, employers must bear in mind that the overarching public health advice is that 
employees should work remotely.

Employers and workers should seek to resolve any matters relating to remote working at a 
local level through mutual dialogue and engagement. Where this is not possible a dispute may 
be referred to the State’s workplace relations services for mediation or conciliation. The Work-
place Relations Commission (WRC) is providing services on both a face to face and virtual 
basis. Advice can be obtained from the Information & Customer Service of the WRC at Lo-call: 
1890 80 80 90 or 059 9178990 or from its website www.wrc.ie.

The Health and Safety Authority has produced a detailed guidance for both employers and 
employees in relation to home-working on a temporary basis during COVID-19 restrictions. 
This guidance will help employers to understand the requirements, and steps to take, when set-
ting up working-from-home arrangements for employees from a health and safety perspective. 
The guidance is available on-line at www.hsa.ie
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While the Health and Safety Authority has no role in determining which employees can 
work from home or not, it carries out, along with a number of other State Agencies, compliance 
inspections with the Work Safely Protocol. Where non-compliance with the Protocol is discov-
ered the HSA can use various mechanisms at its disposal to ensure that the necessary measures 
are put in place.

Any worker with concerns about health and safety standards at their place of work can 
contact the Health and Safety Authority’s Workplace Contact Unit (WCU) for detailed advice 
including advice on compliance with the Work Safely Protocol. The WCU can be contacted by 
phone at Lo-call 1890289389 (landline) or (01) 6147000 or by email at wcu@hsa.ie.

I would also like to highlight the fact that there is a wide range of Government supports 
available to help businesses impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. Full details on financial sup-
ports, training and guidance are available on my Department’s website www.enterprise.gov.ie

13/01/2021WRB01700Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRB0180013. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment his plans to reimburse couples who have lost deposits and incurred other costs due 
to Covid-19 restrictions for weddings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1054/21]

13/01/2021WRB01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): There are no plans for the Government to reimburse couples arising from contracts that 
were privately entered into with wedding suppliers. The restrictions introduced to limit the 
spread of Covid-19 have led to the cancellation or deferral of many events and services, includ-
ing weddings. In many cases where it is not possible to proceed with a wedding due to these 
restrictions, the couple will be able to agree on an alternative date and the question of a refund 
will not arise.  

Whether a couple are entitled to a refund of their deposit where it is not possible to re-
schedule the wedding will depend in the first instance on the terms and conditions of their con-
tract.  Couples who find themselves in this situation should first check the terms and conditions 
of their contract and, in particular, the terms relating to cancellations and the refund of deposits 
and other prepayments. If a term of the contract provides for the refund of deposits in the event 
of a cancellation, the business may not subsequently change that term without the consumer’s 
agreement.  While I fully appreciate that businesses are facing severe financial pressures at 
present, they should deal fairly with consumers who find it necessary to cancel contracts for 
weddings and are seeking a refund of their deposits.  

The terms of standard form contracts of the kind that typically govern weddings are subject 
to assessment for unfairness under the Regulations on unfair terms in consumer contracts.  The 
aim of the Regulations is to protect consumers against the abuse of power by sellers and sup-
pliers, in particular by means of one-sided contract terms. The Regulations provide for example 
that among the terms that may be regarded as unfair are terms that permit sellers or suppliers to 
retain sums paid by the consumer where the latter decides not to perform the contract without 
providing for the consumer to receive compensation of an equivalent amount from the seller or 
supplier where the latter is the party cancelling the contract.  

The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) is responsible for the en-
forcement of the provisions of the Regulations on the control of unfair terms in standard form 
consumer contracts. Information on matters relating to consumer contracts, including on can-
cellations and refunds for weddings and other contracts, can be accessed on the CCPC website 



Questions - Written Answers

8

at https://www.ccpc.ie/consumers/covid-19/consumer-contracts/ .

The enormous disruption to commercial activity caused by Covid-19 has thrown up many 
difficult situations for consumers and businesses. If current consumer law proves not to have 
provided adequate protection for consumers in these situations, I will consider and, where jus-
tified, bring forward proposals to strengthen that law where I can do so without contravening 
EU consumer protection legislation. In the next couple of months, I intend to bring forward 
proposals for a comprehensive, consolidated Consumer Rights Bill that will set out rights and 
remedies for consumer contracts for goods, services, and digital content and will include pro-
posals to strengthen the existing provisions on unfair terms in consumer contracts. This Bill will 
provide an opportunity to address any gaps in consumer protection revealed by the application 
by businesses of the terms of consumer contracts in cases arising from Covid-19.

13/01/2021WRB02000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRB0210014. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if his attention has been drawn to the fact that some construction sites are operat-
ing with thousands of workers a day; the steps he is taking to ensure compliance with Covid-19 
regulations in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1287/21]

13/01/2021WRB02200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Work Safely Protocol set out the procedures and processes to be undertaken to ensure 
the safe operation of workplaces in the context of COVID-19. The Protocol is applicable to all 
places of work, including construction sites, whether or not these construction sites are large 
sites or relatively small ones. 

The Health and Safety Authority is the lead Agency in relation to checking compliance with 
the Protocol. From 18 May 2020 to 31 December 2020 the Health and Safety Authority carried 
out over 2,200   inspections in the construction sector which addressed compliance with the 
Protocol. Inspections were carried out on a range of small to very large construction projects 
including projects with over 1000 employees.

The level of compliance found within the construction sector during this period has been 
very good and in line with the generally high level of compliance with Work Safely Protocol 
across all sectors. This is a positive indication that the majority of employers and employees are 
taking a responsible and proactive approach to compliance with the Protocol.

Levels of compliance in the Construction Sector:

- 88%   of workplaces had COVID-19 measures in place.

- 80%   of workplaces had COVID-19 Response plans in place.

- 76%   of workplaces had a Lead Worker Rep.

The Health and Safety Authority also continues to provide advice and support to employ-
ers and employees on how best to implement COVID-19 measures in the workplace through 
its helpline and website. It has also developed checklists and templates for use by employers, 
workers and worker representatives and further material is being developed. 

In addition to the public health measures set out in the Protocol the existing Safety, Health 
and Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulations set out detailed measures specific to health and 
safety on construction sites and are designed to provide the same level of protection, responsi-
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bilities and obligations irrespective of numbers at work on the construction site.

As the Deputy will be aware, since Friday 8 January, and until the 1   February, all non-es-
sential construction work has ceased with some exceptions such as construction work on essen-
tial health projects, social housing projects, housing adaptation grant work, repair, maintenance 
and construction of critical transport and utility infrastructure as well as education facilities 
sites designated as essential by the Department of Education.

The Health and Safety Authority will continue to carry out inspections of any construction 
sites which are allowed to operate throughout the current Level 5 restrictions.

13/01/2021WRB02300Economic Competitiveness

13/01/2021WRB0240015. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the extent to which international call centres are required in Ireland; the degree 
to which competition from other jurisdictions has affected location here; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1888/21]

13/01/2021WRB02500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Customer Experience industry is an important sector and a significant employer in 
Ireland. In recent years it has evolved from traditional call centres to language and technology-
based customer interaction and customer experience centres. In 2019, it was estimated that ap-
proximately 56,000 people were employed in this sector.

The availability of a highly-skilled, mobile workforce, a low-risk environment and access to 
multilingual talent, both locally and from across the globe, has made Ireland an attractive loca-
tion for customer experience and support activities. Ireland’s customer experience companies 
serve key markets in Ireland, the UK, Western Europe, Eastern Europe, and the US and Canada. 
Increasingly, newer markets in Asia Pacific, Africa, and Latin America are being served.

Every job created in Ireland is hard won against increasing competition from a growing 
number of potential locations. Investors in this sector seek skilled employees, international 
connectivity, energy infrastructure, telecommunications and services infrastructure. In 2019, 
IDA Ireland, along with Enterprise Ireland and the Customer Contact Management Associa-
tion, published a transformation strategy for the sector. That strategy cited technology adop-
tion, people change and services transformation as key areas of focus for the sector to remain 
competitive against international competition.

IDA Ireland will work with its existing client base to assist and support their growth and 
expansion in Ireland and will continue to highlight Ireland’s strong value proposition to pro-
spective overseas investors to attract mobile foreign investment.

13/01/2021WRB02600IDA Ireland

13/01/2021WRB0270016. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment his plans to secure enterprise for the west side of Galway city, particularly the IDA 
Ireland zoned lands in Knocknacarra, Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44668/20]

13/01/2021WRB02800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The provision of property solutions is a key element in IDA’s marketing of Galway and 
the West Region.  The IDA actively promotes available buildings and land in IDA Business 
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Parks and high-quality buildings in private ownership through our network of overseas offices. 
IDA Ireland does not own any land in Knocknacarra.  I am advised that IDA Ireland are aware 
of, and familiar with, privately owned industrial zoned lands available in Knocknacarra and 
will continue to market these lands to potential investors.

In Galway, IDA Ireland has invested significantly in the provision of world-class prop-
erty solutions and has invested in several Business and Technology parks in Galway City and 
County, for example, Parkmore, Oranmore, Ballinasloe, Tuam and Loughrea and has purchased 
land for future strategic development in Athenry.  In relation to suitable building solutions for 
FDI, IDA Ireland partners with the private sector and there are several available properties in 
Galway.

There are 120 IDA supported companies in the West Region, employing 27,695 people in 
total.  There are 93 IDA supported companies in Galway City and County, employing 21,428 in 
total.  This is an increase in employment of 3% on the previous year.

There have been some recent significant investments and announcements by IDA supported 
companies in Galway, specifically:

On 6 January 2021 Genesys, a global leader in cloud customer experience and contact cen-
tre solutions, announced it is creating 100 new software roles in Ireland. The company’s R&D 
Centre for Digital and artificial intelligence (AI) in Galway is a key driver of technology inno-
vation for Genesys as it works to transform the way brands and people connect in a digital-first 
world.

In November 2020 Diligent Corporation, a leading modern governance company, announced 
that it is establishing its European hub in Galway. Diligent plans to create more than 200 local 
jobs in Galway across several business functions, including customer support, customer suc-
cess, finance, product, HR and marketing.

In July 2020 Globalization Partners, which simplifies global business by enabling compa-
nies to hire and retain team members in 180+ countries without the complexity of setting up 
international branch offices or subsidiaries, announced plans to hire 25 technology positions 
in Galway. These newly created positions include software engineers, technology leads, help 
centre support, DevOps engineers, UI/UX designers and many others located in the company’s 
Galway centre of operations. 

In June 2020 Triggerfish, the animation studio behind Netflix’s first original animated TV 
series from Africa, announced it is to establish its first international studio in Galway. Founded 
in 1996, Triggerfish was instrumental in the birth of the South African animation industry, co-
founding the country’s official animation association as well as an ongoing monthly screening 
and networking event. The project is expected to create 60 new jobs over the next three years.

Looking to the future, IDA Ireland will continue to draw the attention of multinationals 
looking to invest or expand in County Galway.  The IDA continues to engage with key stake-
holders on the ground in Galway including the local authorities, the education sector, Enterprise 
Ireland, Local Enterprise Offices (LEO) and both overseas and indigenous companies with a 
view to generating new employment opportunities. 

Regional development is at the centre of IDA’s new strategy, “Driving Recovery & Sus-
tainable Growth 2021-2024”.  IDA Ireland is committed to the pursuit of balanced, compact 
regional development which can deliver complementary efficiency and equity gains, with the 
overall impact of helping to advance national development. IDA will target half of all invest-
ments (400) from 2021- 2024 to regional locations and maintain the same high level of invest-
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ment as targeted in IDA’s previous strategy for each region of the country. I look forward to 
working closely with the IDA on the completion of this new strategy to guide the Agency’s 
work in the time ahead.

13/01/2021WRB02900IDA Ireland

13/01/2021WRB0300017. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment further to his meeting with the west regional enterprise plan steering commit-
tee of 11 December 2020, the plans of IDA Ireland to acquire the 50 acres of industrial lands 
in Ballinasloe, County Galway from the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44689/20]

13/01/2021WRB0310018. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment further to his meeting with the west regional enterprise plan steering committee 
of 11 December 2020, the plans of IDA Ireland to construct an advance factory on the under-
utilised industrial lands in Ballinasloe, County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44690/20]

13/01/2021WRB03200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 17 and 18 together.

There are 120 IDA supported companies in the West Region, employing 27,695 people in 
total.  There are 93 IDA supported companies in Galway City and County, employing 21,428 in 
total.  This is an increase in employment of 3% on the previous year. Ballinasloe is marketed as 
part of the West Region.  This provides scale and scope, which gives confidence to the investor 
that they will be able to establish themselves outside of a main city area and manage to secure 
talent and services to make their business work. 

IDA positions the West Region as home to the leading cluster of Life Sciences industries 
employing the highest per capita of Medical Technology staff in Europe (Medtronic, Boston 
Scientific, Hollister and Baxter and also Surmodics, which is located in Ballinasloe). These 
international brands are an attraction for additional companies to potentially locate to the West 
Region, including Ballinasloe.  

The provision of property solutions is a key element in IDA’s marketing of Galway and the 
West Region.  IDA actively promotes available buildings and land in IDA Business Parks and 
high-quality buildings in private ownership through our network of overseas offices.  

IDA continues to market the available lands (c.22 acres) on the IDA business & technology 
park in Ballinasloe to potential investors, including the advanced planning permission for an 
Advanced Technology Unit on these lands (adjacent to Aptar Ballinasloe). IDA and Ballinasloe 
Area Community Development (BACD) completed a joint venture to secure planning for an 
Advance Technology Unit 

(ATU). The availability of the ATU planning permission is being marketed by IDA as a 
planning de-risked and flexible potential property solution.  I am advised that IDA does not 
intend to acquire the 50 acres of industrial lands in Ballinasloe, County Galway from the HSE. 
IDA keeps its property portfolio under constant review.

Regional development is at the centre of IDA’s new strategy, Driving Recovery & Sustain-
able Growth 2021-2024. IDA is committed to the pursuit of more balanced, compact regional 
development which can deliver complementary efficiency and equity gains, with the overall 
impact of helping to advance national development. IDA will target half of all investments 
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(400) from 2021- 2024 to regional locations and maintain the same high level of investment as 
targeted in IDA’s previous strategy for each region of the country.

13/01/2021WRB03400Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement

13/01/2021WRB0350019. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the position regarding the investor-state-dispute-settlement mechanism of the Com-
prehensive Economic and Trade Agreement between the EU and Canada in view of the recent 
ECJ ruling on the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44728/20]

13/01/2021WRB0360020. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the projected economic impact of the State ratifying the Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement between the EU and Canada; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44729/20]

13/01/2021WRB03700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 19 and 20 together.

The EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement, commonly known as 
CETA, is one of the EU’s new generation of progressive free trade agreements.  CETA is de-
signed to benefit EU and Canadian companies through improved trade flows in support of 
increased employment for our citizens.  The elimination of tariffs, reduced trade barriers and 
simplified customs procedures that flow from CETA all make it easier and cheaper for Irish 
companies of all sizes to export to Canada and vice versa.  Outside of Europe, the US and 
China, Canada is our largest indigenous export market with more than 400 Enterprise Ireland 
clients doing business in the Canadian market employing over 6,000 people.

Diversifying trade is an important part of our Brexit response and it will be an important 
factor in our recovery post-pandemic.  To this end, the best way to achieve export growth and 
market diversification is by improving market access and reducing costs of entering those mar-
kets which is what CETA is designed to achieve.  Given our historic ties with Canada, Ireland’s 
enterprises are particularly well placed to benefit from CETA.

The main benefits for Ireland in this Agreement include:

the opening up of public procurement markets in the Canadian provinces giving Irish firms 
increased access to Canadian public sector purchasing;

unlimited tariff-free access for most of our important food exports;

a low beef import quota from Canada to the EU thereby safeguarding our important EU 
market in this area; and

the recognition of product standards and certification, saving on ‘double testing’ on both 
sides of the Atlantic.

Furthermore, the benefits and opportunities to business in the Agreement will be especially 
valuable for SMEs, given that trade barriers tend to disproportionately burden smaller firms, 
which have fewer resources to overcome them than larger firms.  Indeed, CETA contains an 
entire chapter exclusively dedicated to SMEs aimed at ensuring they can take full advantage of 
the improved market access.

In services and investment, CETA is the most far-reaching agreement the EU has ever con-
cluded. Almost half of the benefits anticipated from CETA are expected in the services sector 
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where CETA makes it easier for EU individuals and companies to provide services to Canadian 
customers and vice versa.  It covers services such as legal, accountancy, transport and telecoms 
and there are significant opportunities for Ireland given its strengths in services, with services 
exports accounting for approximately 60% of all exports in 2019.

CETA has provisionally applied across the EU since the 21st September 2017 which has al-
lowed us to see the practical benefits of this Agreement.  Exports of Irish goods and services to 
Canada totalled approximately €3.9 billion in 2019 a 35% increase compared to 2016, the last 
full year, prior to the provisional application of CETA.  Furthermore, the cost of service barriers 
to trade will, on average, be reduced under CETA by 10 per cent in Canada and by 4 per cent 
in the EU.  The benefits and opportunities to business in the removal of non-tariff barriers to 
trade (NTBs) - in areas such as regulatory co-operation, trade facilitation measures, streamlined 
administration etc., will directly benefit Irish consumers.  

To date, 15 Member States have signalled to the General Secretariat of the Council of the 
European Union the completion of their respective national ratification procedures while sev-
eral other Member States are currently progressing approval of the Agreement.  Ireland, like 
many Member States, was awaiting the opinion of the Court of Justice of the European Union 
(CJEU) regarding the compatibility of CETA with EU law prior to our commencing the formal 
ratification process for Ireland.  

The Opinion of the Court in Case 1/17 was issued on 30th April 2019 and held that the dis-
pute settlement mechanism in CETA is compatible with EU law and complies with (i) the prin-
ciple of autonomy of EU law and the exclusive jurisdiction of the CJEU for the interpretation 
of EU law, (ii) the principle of autonomy of EU law and the exclusive jurisdiction of the CJEU 
for the interpretation of EU law, and (iii) the Charter of Fundamental Rights, in particular of the 
right of access to a court and right to an independent and impartial tribunal under the Charter.  
The Opinion of the CJEU, allowed Member States to proceed with domestic ratification, ac-
cording to the requirements of their national law.

International trade agreements are not part of domestic law so this is why separate adjudica-
tion arrangements are required in the event of disputes under the Agreement.  All international 
trade agreements have dispute resolution arrangements. Moreover, where such agreements 
cover investment rules and protections, then there must be a dispute resolution mechanism that 
covers investments e.g. Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS).

ISDS which has been in existence since the 1950s, enables overseas investors to resolve 
disputes with the government of the country where their investment is made through binding 
international arbitration.  ISDS has been included in more than 2,000 investment treaties but has 
proved controversial in recent times and is now regarded as outdated by the European Commis-
sion.  In this regard, the Irish Government considered the European Commission was right to 
seek to address the concerns raised by NGOs and others regarding ISDS in seeking to develop 
a new replacement mechanism – the Investment Court System (ICS) – to address concerns on 
transparency, legitimacy and public interest - and ICS is the Investment Dispute Settlement 
system incorporated in CETA. 

Investors may utilise either national courts or the ICS, but cannot “forum-shop”.  Equally, it 
is important to remember that a Canadian firm can seek to sue the government for alleged unfair 
treatment or discrimination in our Courts whether CETA exists or not.  CETA simply provides 
an arbitration alternative.  That alternative, unlike a challenge in the Courts, cannot find any 
act by Government to be ultra vires   or unconstitutional - it is only concerned with redress for 
proven harm.

ICS addressees the concerns around the old ISDS system through:
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- Greater transparency – hearings will be open and comments available on-line, and a right 
to intervene for parties with an interest in the dispute will be provided;

- Safeguards to prevent forum-shopping;

- Provisions for the swift dismissal of Frivolous claims should they arise;

- The maintenance of a clear distinction between international law and domestic law;

- The avoidance of Multiple and parallel proceedings in the ICS and National Courts, and;

- The establishment of a permanent list of arbitrators.

The reforms to investment protection mean the ICS will involve: 

- a public Investment Court System composed of a first instance Tribunal and an Appeal 
Tribunal;

- the establishment of a permanent list of arbitrators with qualifications – comparable to 
those required for the members of permanent international courts, from which members will be 
selected to hear individual cases.   

- precise limitations on the ability of investors to take a case before the Tribunal.

Under CETA the right of EU Member States (and Canada) to regulate for public policies 
(e.g. in health, environment, security) is fully preserved, and it is made clear that the deal does 
not imply an expectation that public policies will remain unchanged.  Further, an investor’s loss 
of profits will not be sufficient grounds for making a claim against a Government.  Any claim 
must be based on discriminatory and unfair treatment. 

Finally, Ireland has been a beneficiary of significant levels of Foreign Direct Investment or 
FDI for many decades with more and more Irish enterprises also making overseas investments 
in key markets in recent years.  An Investment Protection Agreement, such as the ICS model in 
CETA, is, therefore, a key plank of assisting in the ongoing free-flow of mobile FDI making the 
EU and Ireland a more attractive location for mobile Canadian FDI than other Third Countries 
where Canadian Investors would not have available to them the protections that such an Agree-
ment provides.

13/01/2021WRB03900Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRB0400021. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if his Department or State agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded 
contracts to a company (details supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were 
tendered for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44783/20]

13/01/2021WRB04100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I understand the Deputy is seeking details of any contracts with the company in question 
during the last five years.

My Department has not had any contracts with the company during this period.

13/01/2021WRB04200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports



13 January 2021

15

13/01/2021WRB0430022. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the Covid-19 related supports taxi drivers can avail of to cover the high costs of insur-
ance considering that their revenues were severely affected in 2020 as a result of the global pan-
demic and shutdown of the economy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44854/20]

13/01/2021WRB04400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As part of Budget 2021, my colleague the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications, and Transport, Eamon Ryan TD is introducing specific measures for taxi and 
hackney businesses. The Minister is providing funding to the National Transport Authority to 
enable it to waive annual vehicle licence renewal fees for 2021.

In addition, Minister Ryan is allocating €15 million to support up to 750 taxi and hackney 
drivers in scrapping older vehicles and replacing them with zero-emission capable electric al-
ternatives. Up to €20,000 will be made available for eligible drivers switching to a new all-elec-
tric vehicle and up to €32,500 for those moving to a wheel chair accessible full electric vehicle.

Budget 2021 also provides a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build 
the resilience of the economy and to help self-employed and vulnerable but viable businesses 
across all sectors. We are providing for an extension of the tax warehousing scheme to include 
repayments of Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme funds owed by employers and preliminary tax 
obligations for the adversely affected self-employed.

To ensure that all self-employed taxpayers can benefit from the losses provision introduced 
in the July Stimulus, we are also providing that debt warehousing provisions be extended to 
include the 2019 balance and 2020 preliminary tax to allow such taxpayers to defer payment for 
a period of a year with no interest applying. 

The Minister for Finance is also delivering on the Programme for Government commitment 
to equalise the Earned Income Credit with the PAYE credit by raising it by €150 to €1,650. 

These measures are in addition to the €7billion July Stimulus, which includes the Wage 
Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, grants, low-
cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of which will help to 
improve cashflow amongst self-employed. 

COVID-19 Business Loans up to €25,000 are available through Microfinance Ireland. The 
loans can range from €5,000 to €25,000. 

My colleague, Heather Humphreys, TD, Minister for Social Protection, opened applica-
tions for the revamped Enterprise Support Grant of up to €1,000 for self-employed recipients 
when exiting the Pandemic Unemployment Payment. This grant is aimed at sole traders such 
as plumbers, electricians, carpenters, taxi drivers and so on, who do not pay commercial rates.

Taxi drivers in receipt of the PUP can earn up to €480/month and retain their payment.  

13/01/2021WRB04500Construction Contracts

13/01/2021WRB0460023. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the number of cases heard by the panel of adjudicators established under section 8 of the 
Construction Contracts Act 2013 in each year since the commencement of the operation of the 
panel to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44856/20]

13/01/2021WRB04700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
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kar): The Construction Contracts Act, 2013 applies to certain construction contracts entered 
into after the 25th July 2016. If a payment dispute arises between the parties to a construction 
contract covered by the Act, a party to the contract has the right to refer the payment dispute for 
adjudication, which will be concluded within a set timeframe. The parties may jointly agree to 
appoint an Adjudicator of their own choice. If the parties cannot agree on whom to appoint as 
Adjudicator, a party to the contract may apply to the Chairperson of the Ministerial appointed 
Panel of Adjudicators, Dr. Nael Bunni, to appoint an Adjudicator to the dispute from that Panel. 

I set out below the number of Adjudicator appointments made by the Chairperson since the 
commencement of the Construction Contracts Act, 2013.

Construction Contracts Act, 2013 2016 2017 2018 2019   2020 Total

Number of Adjudicator appointments made by the Chairperson of the Ministerial 
appointed Panel of   Adjudicators

0 1 21 34 40 96

13/01/2021WRB04800Construction Contracts

13/01/2021WRB0490024. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the number of adjudicators available to the chair of the panel of adjudicators set up under 
the terms of section 8 of the Construction Contracts Act 2013; the number of appointments 
made by the chair of the panel to each member of the panel of adjudicators from the date of 
operation of the system to 30 November 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44857/20]

13/01/2021WRB05000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Construction Contracts Act, 2013 applies to certain construction contracts entered 
into after the 25th July 2016. There are currently 29 members of the Ministerial appointed Panel 
of Adjudicators excluding the Chairperson, Dr. Nael Bunni. The Chairperson has made 96 Ad-
judicator appointments to payment disputes since the commencement of the Act to the 30th 
November 2020. The appointment of an Adjudicator by the Chairperson to a payment dispute 
depends on a number of factors including the nature of the payment dispute which will inform 
the selection of a member of the Panel with the appropriate professional expertise, the avail-
ability of an individual member of the Panel and also that the member of the Panel is free from 
any potential conflict of interest in relation to the parties in dispute.  

The following are the number of appointments made by the Chairperson to members of 
the Ministerial appointed Panel of Adjudicators since the commencement of the Act to 30th 
November 2020.

Member of the Ministerial appointed Panel of Adju-
dicators established under section 8 of the Construc-
tion Contracts Act, 2013 *

Number of Adjudicator appointments since the com-
mencement of the Act to the 30th November, 2020

Member (A) 1
Member (B) 3
Member (C) 6
Member (D) 2
Member (E) 14
Member (F) 12
Member (G) 6
Member (H) 1
Member (I) 5
Member (J) 7
Member (K) 2
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Member of the Ministerial appointed Panel of Adju-
dicators established under section 8 of the Construc-
tion Contracts Act, 2013 *

Number of Adjudicator appointments since the com-
mencement of the Act to the 30th November, 2020

Member (L) 6
Member (M) 8
Member (N) 1
Member (O) 3
Member (P) 8
Member (Q) 10
Member (R) 1
Total 96

* As payment disputes which are referred for adjudication under the Construction Contracts 
Act, 2013 are private law contractual disputes, it would not be appropriate to disclose the names 
of the members of the Panel to whom disputes have been assigned.

13/01/2021WRB05100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRB0520025. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of businesses in County Cork that have received support under the 
restart grant and the restart grant plus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44882/20]

13/01/2021WRB05300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant and Restart Grant Plus schemes were designed to help small and me-
dium sized businesses get back on their feet after what has been an exceptionally difficult 
time.  The Restart Grant scheme was launched on 15 May with a budget of €250 million. The 
Restart Grant Plus scheme was launched on 10 August with an additional budget of €300m 
from the Government’s July Jobs Stimulus as a result of the increasing demand for the scheme.

The purpose of the schemes was to help with the cost of reopening or adapting business 
premises so that normal business could resume. Grant payments were administered by the Lo-
cal Authorities via the commercial rates system as this was considered the most effective means 
to get urgent financial assistance to small businesses impacted by COVID-19.

The Restart Grant Plus scheme closed to new applications on 31 October and the COVID 
Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) operated by the Revenue Commissioners is now in place.

In response to the Deputy’s specific question and as at 8 January 2021, Cork City Council 
has awarded Restart Grant payments to 2,634 businesses. 2,638 businesses have benefitted 
from grant payments under the Restart Grant Plus Scheme, with a further 53 businesses ap-
proved for payment.

Cork County Council has awarded Restart Grant payments to 3,235 businesses. 3,593 busi-
nesses have benefitted from grant payments under the Restart Grant Plus Scheme, with a further 
15 businesses approved for payment.

In total, over 120,000 applications have been managed under both Restart schemes. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the 31 local authorities and the Local Government Man-
agement Agency for their work in managing the applications under both schemes.

13/01/2021WRB05400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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13/01/2021WRB0550026. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of businesses in County Cork that have availed of the Covid-19 credit 
guarantee scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44883/20]

13/01/2021WRB05600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme (CCGS) is the largest guarantee scheme in the 
history of the State.  Its function is to add certainty to businesses that liquidity is available for 
working capital and investment purposes. Loans of up to €1 million are available for up to five 
and a half years.  Loans under €250,000 do not require collateral or personal guarantees.

The Scheme was originally scheduled to run until 31 December 2020 in line with the re-
quirements of the European Commission’s Temporary Framework on State Aid.  Following the 
extension to the terms of this European Framework, Government approved, on 24 November, 
the extension of the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme to run until 30 June 2021.  It is avail-
able to SMEs, small Mid-Caps (businesses of up to 499 employees) and primary producers.

As part of the Commission’s State Aid Temporary Framework, each loan under the Scheme 
must have reduced interest rates. These are clearly articulated in the documentation businesses 
sign with their finance providers. 

The Government will cover 80 percent of any claims under the scheme.  As per State Aid 
rules set by the European Commission, a premium must be paid to the Irish state which will 
alleviate some of the costs.

The sectors utilising the scheme most prominently are wholesale/retail (20%), accommoda-
tion/food services (13%), agriculture (12%) and construction (10%), demonstrating the strong 
need and utilisation of the CCGS by businesses most affected by COVID 19.

As at 17 December 215 businesses in County Cork have availed of the CCGS and have 
drawn loans with a value of €10,736,240.

The CCGS which is currently available through AIB, Bank of Ireland and Ulster Bank will 
see a number of new lenders using the Scheme in the coming weeks offering new product-lines. 
These new lenders will ensure increased regional availability of finance through the CCGS.

I want to assure the Deputy that I and my officials are constantly reviewing the Scheme 
and its effectiveness. I would also direct the Deputy to my Department’s website which has the 
details of this scheme as well as other relevant loan and grant supports available to Irish busi-
nesses.

13/01/2021WRB05700Brexit Supports

13/01/2021WRB0580027. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of businesses in County Cork that have availed of the Microfinance 
Ireland Brexit business loan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44885/20]

13/01/2021WRB05900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): To enhance the suite of loans products available to Irish businesses who will be impacted 
by Brexit, Microfinance Ireland (MFI) launched their Brexit Business Loan on the 23rd of No-
vember 2020. MFI and officials in my Department have developed this loan product to operate 
under MFI’s remit which means the loans are available to micro businesses, eg, businesses with 
less than 10 employees and €2 million turnover.
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For these businesses the impact of Brexit is more likely to be felt in imports and supply 
chains rather than exports. They will need to source new supply chains resulting in the need for 
cash payments for new stock. It is expected that many of these loans will be short term; less than 
12 months. Hence the flexibility of the term of the loan from 6 months to 3 years.

The loan range of €5,000 to €25,000 is the requisite size for these smaller companies. It will 
assist them counter the initial disruption of Brexit and give them breathing space to normalise 
any import of supply chain changes going into the future. 

To end of December, there were no draw downs under the MFI Brexit Business Loan in 
Cork or elsewhere.  MFI are ready to deliver these loans. For the size of these loans, they have 
favourable interest rates of 4.5% APR if submitted through the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) 
Network or other referral partners or 5.5% APR if applied directly. This is to encourage these 
businesses to contact their LEO so as to avail of any other relevant training or potential for grant 
aid. There are no fees or charges or any hidden costs and there is no penalty for early repayment.

13/01/2021WRB06000Work Permits

13/01/2021WRB0610028. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment his plans to reopen applications for work permits for dairy farm assistants in early 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44920/20]

13/01/2021WRB06200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The employment permits regime is designed to facilitate the entry of appropriately skilled 
non-EEA nationals to fill skills and/or labour shortages, however, this objective must be bal-
anced by the need to ensure that there are no suitably qualified Irish/EEA nationals available to 
undertake the work and that the shortage is a genuine one.

In order to ensure that the employment permits system is responsive to changes in economic 
circumstances and labour market conditions, it is managed through the operation of the critical 
skills and the ineligible occupations lists which determine employments that are either in high 
demand or are ineligible for consideration for an employment permit. The lists are subject to 
twice yearly reviews which are evidence based and are guided by research undertaken by the 
Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) and the Skills and the Labour Market Research 
Unit (SLMRU) in SOLAS, a public consultation process, input from the relevant policy Depart-
ments and the Economic Migration Inter-Departmental Group, chaired by the Department.  Ac-
count is also taken of contextual factors such as Brexit and, in the current context, COVID 19.  

In May 2018, following consideration of a detailed business case submitted by the sector, 
a pilot quota-based scheme was introduced to remove the occupations of horticulture worker, 
meat processing operative and dairy farm assistant from the ineligible occupations list.  This 
pilot scheme allows workers from non-EEA countries to access employment opportunities.  To 
date this pilot scheme has proved very successful for a range of employers in the sector. The 
quota for dairy farm assistant has now expired, with all 150 permits issued.  

The first review of 2020 of the employment permits occupations lists concluded in October 
2020. Following consideration of the submissions received and taking account of the current 
economic environment in particular the impact of COVID-19 on the labour market, the report 
recommended that no changes be made to the occupations lists at this time, apart from two 
technical amendments. 

The second review of the occupations lists is now underway with the public consultation 
phase having closed on 11 December 2020. Submissions have been received in respect of Dairy 
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Farm Assistants and they will be considered as part of the review, the findings of which will be 
finalised in early 2021.

13/01/2021WRB06300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRB0640029. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he will provide support for the owners of a business (details supplied). [44938/20]

13/01/2021WRB06500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am keenly aware that businesses are continuing to make massive sacrifices to protect 
their communities and I am committed to ensuring that the Government will offer as much 
assistance and support as possible. My Department has worked to ensure that appropriate sup-
ports are in place for businesses that require finance as they develop their response to impacts 
arising from COVID-19. The uptake of these supports has been strong and indicates that busi-
nesses are taking action in response to this period of disruption.

Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the 
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. The 
measures in the Budget are in addition to those announced in the July Stimulus, including the 
Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme, cash for businesses, low cost loans, commercial rates 
waivers and deferred tax liabilities. Details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are avail-
able on my Department’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/
COVID-19-supports/. 

As part of Budget 2021, the COVID Restrictions Support Scheme, operational through 
Revenue, offers a targeted, timely and temporary sector-specific support to businesses forced to 
close or trade at significantly reduced levels due to COVID of up to €5,000 per week.

Because businesses have to close, we have made changes to the Pandemic Unemployment 
Payment  and the EWSS. Both changes increase in the top rate to €350 for those who were 
earning in excess of €400 per week. This change to payment rates will apply in respect of all 
existing and new applicants.

We are providing more and cheaper loan finance through MicroFinance Ireland, SBCI and 
the new €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme. I announced the reopening of MFI lending on 31st 
August and I launched the €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme on 7th September.

We have also announced a six-month reduction in the VAT, going down 21%, and 9% re-
spectively which will benefit the hospitality sector, together with a range of additional public 
capital investment measures to support the domestic economy. 

These supports are supplementary to the wide range of existing loan and voucher schemes 
available to assist businesses affected by COVID-19 provided through the July Jobs Stimulus 
and other Government initiatives.

I’m aware that some businesses are not able to access CRSS and might be falling between 
the stools. I have asked my officials to work with the Department of Finance to identify the 
type and number of businesses that fall outside the scope of CRSS and are not covered by other 
sectorial schemes, and to report back to me with proposals on how we could amend CRSS or 
develop a new scheme for those companies.

My colleague, Minister Darragh O’Brien T.D., Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage, may be able to provide further assistance in relation to the issue of harbour rates 
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which is a matter for each local authority.

13/01/2021WRB06600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRB0670030. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment if he will meet with representatives of the car rental industry to hear and find 
solutions for Covid-19-related issues regarding the sector; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45046/20]

13/01/2021WRB06800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): While sectorial development responsibility spans a range of Government Departments, 
as Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment I am always interested in hear-
ing industry insights into sectorial challenges to inform a strategic and coherent approach to 
economic development.  Officials in my Department have examined submissions from the car 
rental industry throughout the course of the pandemic.  I  also note that a representative from 
the industry was invited to participate in the virtual stakeholder engagement event we held in 
October to inform the development of the National Economic Plan.

I recognise the severe impact the pandemic has had on international tourism and conse-
quently, the car rental market, and that recovery is dependent on the opening up of international 
travel.  I am aware of the fundamental role that the car rental industry plays in supporting over-
seas tourism and providing the opportunity for tourists to visit all parts of the country, particu-
larly the less accessible rural areas.  This is crucial to local economies and jobs.  

Measures introduced in the July Stimulus had a wide reach across the economy and respond 
to many of the needs outlined by the sector. Budget 2021 allocated significant additional re-
sources to Departments to provide supports to sectors. I would highlight the €395m provided to 
the Department of Transport and the €222m allocated to the Department of Tourism, Culture, 
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

These monies are additional to the other schemes available from bodies under my own 
Department such as credit guarantee schemes and supports provided to business via EI, Inter-
Trade Ireland and Local Enterprise Offices. The Revenue tax debt warehousing scheme and the 
COVID restrictions support scheme are also available to businesses to help them manage the 
impact of the pandemic.

Maintaining a competitive business environment will be a core focus of the forthcoming 
National Economic Plan.  Government is aware that insurance reform is a priority for the car 
rental sector and there is a shared determination across Government to reduce insurance costs 
and improve availability of cover. The Government will drive the implementation of the re-
cently published Action Plan for Insurance Reform which will see insurance reform in three 
broad areas over the next 18 months: tackling cost concerns and increasing transparency; legal 
reforms; and PIAB reform and increasing competition.

13/01/2021WRB06900Redundancy Payments

13/01/2021WRB0700031. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the actions that will be taken for persons who are entitled to enhanced redundancy; 
when he plans intend to implement the Duffy Cahill report; if the legislation will cover the Irish 
workers of a group (details supplied); his plans to change company law to improve the position 
of workers in the list of creditors in the event of liquidation in circumstances in which a collec-
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tive redundancy has been agreed and applied previously; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45056/20]

13/01/2021WRB07100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): A notification of proposed collective redundancies at Arcadia Group Multiples (Ireland) 
Limited was received in my office on the 18th of December.  It is the responsibility of the em-
ployer in the first instance to pay statutory redundancy.  However, the Social Insurance Fund 
provides a safety net for employees in situations where the employer cannot pay due to financial 
difficulties or insolvency. Negotiations on enhanced redundancy are a voluntary matter between 
the liquidator and former employees. 

In relation to the list of creditors in a liquidation, preferential payments are provided for 
under section 621 of the Companies Act.  A preferential creditor is one whose debts are deemed 
to be more important than the debts of another creditor.  The current law is a result of careful 
balancing of the various rights of creditors, including employees. In terms of wage arrears, 
outstanding holiday pay, and pension scheme contributions, employees are already considered 
preferred creditors.

The Government has committed in the Programme for Government to review whether the 
current legal provisions surrounding collective redundancies and the liquidation of companies 
effectively protect the rights of workers. 

The Company Law Review Group is undertaking a review of this commitment as it relates 
to company law and I understand that report is nearing completion. I look forward to receiving 
it and to publishing it on the CLRG’s website shortly thereafter.

In addition, Ministers of State Damien English and Robert Troy jointly met with employer 
and union representative bodies on the 4th of November to begin a discussion on the various 
legislative provisions that deal with redundancy and insolvency from both an employment law 
and a company law  perspective. I understand that consultations and discussions are ongoing.

13/01/2021WRB07200Company Law

13/01/2021WRB0730032. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the extenuating circumstances under which a residential address can be withheld for 
a company officer under section 150(11) of the Companies Act 2014; if he will assist to make 
the section more widely publicised especially to parties forming companies in order to protect 
victims; and if he will allow for retrospective application of this section in order to protect vic-
tims after forming a company. [45071/20]

13/01/2021WRB07400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Under section 150(11) of the Companies Act 2014, the Minister may make Regulations 
regarding exempting a residential address of a company officer from appearing on the Register 
of Directors and Secretaries kept by the company or the Register kept by the Registrar of Com-
panies, if it is determined that the circumstances concerning the personal safety or security of 
the person warrant such an exemption and any other conditions as specified in the Regulations 
are satisfied.  The Companies Act 2014 (Section 150) (No. 2) Regulations 2015 (S.I. No. 543 
of 2015) provide that an application to request an exemption can be made to the Registrar, ac-
companied by a Form T1 and a supporting statement from an officer of An Garda Síochána not 
below the rank of a Chief Superintendent.  

The request for such an exemption can either be made when a company officer is first ap-
pointed or at a later stage. The exemption takes effect from the date that the Form T1 has been 



13 January 2021

23

registered and applies to forms submitted to the Companies Registration Office after the date 
of registration.  

Information in relation to the withholding of the residential address of a company officer 
is currently available on the CRO website at https://www.cro.ie/en-ie/Post-Registration/Com-
pany/Officer-Address-Disclosure. I understand that the Registrar is reviewing the CRO website 
with a view to ensuring that information on this provision is given sufficient prominence.

The Registrar does not have a general power to administratively amend the public register 
or to allow amendments to be made to registered documents or a statutory power to remove 
registered submissions from the Register.  It would not be practical to retrospectively provide 
for an exemption as the information on the Register is available immediately after registration 
and widely disseminated.  The CRO website is the access point for those seeking information 
from the Register as part of due diligence exercises and the Registrar also facilitates bulk data 
providers who, on a daily basis, take data from the Register electronically and make it available 
to other third parties.

13/01/2021WRC00200Job Losses

13/01/2021WRC0030033. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the status of jobs (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45179/20]

13/01/2021WRC00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The announcement last July by Borg Warner that it will close its facility in Tralee was 
very disappointing. This facility has been a substantial employer in Tralee and a major con-
tributor to the economy of the locality and wider region over the past 30 years.  The news was 
deeply distressing in particular for the workers and families who were directly impacted by the 
decision.

IDA Ireland has engaged extensively with the company, both in Tralee and its Corporate 
Headquarters, since the announcement, to explore options for the marketing of the facility and 
its skilled workforce and to highlight the range of supports available to impacted employees. 
IDA Ireland and others are also actively exploring opportunities to identify other businesses 
who may have skills requirements and employment opportunities for the impacted employees, 
locally and across the region.  

Local stakeholders, including the local offices of the Department of Social Protection (In-
treo), Munster Technological University, Tralee and Kerry Education and Training Board have 
been in contact with the company offering their services to provide assistance to the impacted 
employees in areas of retraining, education, starting your own business and income supports. 
Borg Warner is also committed to providing supports to their employees.

Borg Warner have indicated that they are not hiring replacement labour in place of existing 
jobs.

In December 2020, 80 people working at the facility departed and prior to this a small num-
ber of contractors were temporarily employed by the company to meet production volumes to 
year-end. As planned and previously communicated by Borg Warner, they will close the facility 
on 31 March 2021.

Despite this disappointing development, I am confident that we will be able to attract re-
placement investment for Tralee. There are currently 17 IDA Ireland client companies in Kerry 
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employing 2,153 staff.  IDA Ireland will continue and redouble its efforts to attract Foreign 
Direct Investment to Kerry, notwithstanding the serious global economic challenges caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on global FDI flows.  IDA Ireland has just launched 
its new four-year strategy and as part of its property development programme, is committed 
to developing a new Advance Building Solution in Tralee to support the winning of additional 
FDI. The focus is, and will continue to be, on supporting  existing companies and attracting new 
investment to Kerry and to all parts of Ireland.

13/01/2021WRC00500Work Permits

13/01/2021WRC0060034. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if dairy farmers can avail of work permits for persons from India to work on dairy 
farms; if so, the process for application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1000/21]

13/01/2021WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The State’s employment permit system is designed to supplement Ireland’s skills and 
labour supply over the short to medium term by allowing enterprises to recruit nationals from 
outside the EEA, where such skills or expertise cannot be sourced from within the EEA at that 
time.  

The system is not orientated towards any particular country or region.  The system is, by 
design, vacancy led and managed through the operation of the occupation lists: the critical skills 
list in respect of skills that are in critical shortage in the labour market and the ineligible oc-
cupations lists for which a ready source of labour is available from within Ireland and the EEA. 

In May 2018, my Department introduced a pilot quota-based scheme to remove the occupa-
tions of horticulture worker, meat processing operative and dairy farm assistant from the ineli-
gible occupations list.  This pilot scheme allowed workers from non-EEA countries to access 
employment opportunities.  

The application of a quota-based system is to ensure that in the longer-term, strategies are 
put in place to source labour supply from both the domestic and European labour markets and 
to invest in innovative technologies. 

This pilot scheme has proved very successful for a range of employers in the sector. The 
quota of 150 employment permits for Dairy Farm Assistant is now exhausted and has not been 
extended.   

Changes to the employment permit occupation lists are made where there are no suitable 
Irish/EEA nationals available: development opportunities are not undermined: genuine skills 
shortage exists rather than a recruitment or retention problem: and Government education, 
training and economic development policies are supported.  

The occupations lists are subject to twice yearly evidence-based review. The public con-
sultation phase of the most recent review closed on 11 December, and consideration of the 
submissions received is currently ongoing.  A submission has been received from the sector re-
questing the quota for dairy farm assistants be extended. The submissions will be considered in 
consultation with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine as well as the Economic 
Migration Interdepartmental Group, chaired by this Department. These reviews take account of 
research undertaken by the Skills and Labour Market Research Unit (SOLAS) and the Expert 
Group of Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) and of other issues such as Brexit and Covid 19.
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13/01/2021WRC00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRC0090035. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the supports available for arts, entertainment and events companies, particularly 
for those dependent on weddings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1070/21]

13/01/2021WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am keenly aware that businesses are making a continued massive sacrifice to protect 
their communities and I am committed to ensuring that the Government will offer as much as-
sistance and support as possible. 

My Department has worked to ensure that appropriate supports are in place for businesses 
as they develop their response to impacts arising from COVID-19. Details of the wide range of 
supports available are noted on my Department’s website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-
We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/

Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the 
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. We are 
providing for an extension of the tax warehousing scheme to include repayments of Temporary 
Wage Subsidy Scheme funds owed by employers and preliminary tax obligations for adversely 
affected businesses. 

These measures are in addition to the €7billion July Stimulus, which includes the Wage 
Subsidy Scheme extended through 2021, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, grants, low-
cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabilities, all of which will help to 
improve cashflow amongst self-employed. 

In Budget 2021, the Government announced the provision of support of €50m for the live 
entertainment sector. This will include measures for the commercial entertainment sector and 
will support live entertainment across the country. The 2021 supports for the live entertainment 
sector will be the subject of further consultation with stakeholders. It will also be informed by 
the pilot live performance scheme in 2020. 

My colleague, Minister Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht, may be able to provide more specific details on these supports for the 
entertainment sector, for which she has lead responsibility.

13/01/2021WRC01100Industrial Development

13/01/2021WRC0120036. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of prospective company visits organised by the IDA and Enterprise 
Ireland to counties Louth, Meath, Cavan and Monaghan, respectively in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1075/21]

13/01/2021WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Louth, Cavan and Monaghan make up the IDA’s North East Region and the 2019 Em-
ployment survey data showed 44 IDA client companies collectively employed 5,899 people.  
The main clusters are in International Business Services, mainly Financial Services and Con-
sumer Goods and Manufacturing.  Meath is included in the Mid East region and had 19 client 
companies employing 1,904.

The primary responsibility of the IDA is to attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into Ire-
land and to retain, transform and expand the existing base of FDI companies that have already 
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invested and located here.  When it comes to foreign direct investment, site visits represent a 
valuable tool through which investors can be encouraged to invest in regional areas. However, 
site visit activity does not necessarily reflect investment potential, as a significant percentage of 
all new FDI comes from existing IDA client companies.  2020 has presented undeniable chal-
lenges to our ongoing efforts to sustain and grow foreign direct investment (FDI) in Ireland. The 
introduction of travel restrictions around the world disrupted the usual way the IDA engages 
with investors, resulting in fewer numbers of site visits and client meetings. The pandemic has 
also impacted investor confidence and has likely caused some investment decisions to be de-
layed or postponed.

In response to COVID-19, IDA Ireland migrated many of its business development and cli-
ent engagement activities onto digital platforms and has established a suite of digital content 
which can be accessed by potential investors.  The use of digital platforms by IDA staff has 
contributed to an enhanced digital engagement with existing clients and in hosting E-Site visits 
with potential new investors.  

The number of site visits arranged by IDA, including E-visits, to end Q3 2020 was: Cavan 
1; Louth 11; Meath 2 and Monaghan 1. The figures for end Q4 are expected before the end of 
the month.  It should also be noted that potential clients visiting Ireland may visit more than one 
county and may return to a location more than once. These figures represent individual visits 
and are therefore not indicative of the number of companies that have visited.  Enterprise Ire-
land did not have any site visits from overseas investors to Cavan, Louth, Meath or Monaghan 
in 2020. 

Regional development is at the centre of IDA’s new strategy, Driving Recovery & Sustain-
able Growth 2021-2024. IDA is committed to the pursuit of more balanced, compact regional 
development which can deliver complementary efficiency and equity gains, with the overall 
impact of helping to advance national development. IDA will target half of all investments 
(400) from 2021- 2024 to regional locations and maintain the same high level of investment as 
targeted in IDA’s previous strategy for each region of the country.

13/01/2021WRC01400Brexit Issues

13/01/2021WRC0150037. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the efforts being undertaken to encourage Irish exporters to avoid using the land 
bridge through the UK and to ship directly to continental Europe; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1108/21]

13/01/2021WRC01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government has highlighted for some considerable period, the additional hurdles 
that businesses would have to overcome if using the UK Landbridge to move goods to or from 
European markets.  With the UK as a third country since 1 January, businesses could be faced 
with new delays at UK ports when seeking to travel to the Continent.

For this reason, Government has strongly encouraged businesses to trial the use of direct 
ferry services to Europe to avoid all of the administrative overheads and attendant delays that 
using the UK Landbridge could involve.

The Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO) published an updated report in November 
2020 pointing to sufficient capacity on existing direct sailings to Europe for freight traffic to/
from Ireland. However, in discussions with ferry operators, Government also established that 
in the event of additional demand emerging, ferry operators would respond and increase direct 
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services to continental Europe in line with demand.

A communications campaign run by the IMDO in late 2020 asked businesses to assess their 
post-Brexit shipping needs and communicate their new requirements to the shipping compa-
nies. Full details of the IMDO campaign ACT (Assess, Communicate, Trial) and, and informa-
tion on new routes, is available from the IMDO on the Gov.ie/Brexit website.

The responsiveness of ferry operators is evident given additional capacity on direct ferry 
services that has now been put in place, as well as new services introduced between Ireland and 
continental Europe since early January.  Direct services include:  

- A daily Roll on Roll off service from Ireland to Cherbourg available - with Irish Ferries and 
Stena Line having changed their schedules to minimise overlapping;

- Stena Line put an additional ship on the Rosslare to Cherbourg route from 4 January 2021;

- DFDS’s new service from Rosslare to Dunkirk commenced on 2 January 2021 and in-
volves six weekly departures from each port with a crossing time of 24 hours; and

- CLdN added a second weekly service from Cork to Zeebrugge to cope with the increasing 
demand on this route.

These new sailings are in addition to a number of other new services and increased sailings 
that came on stream last year including new Roll on Roll off services from Ireland to Zeebrug-
ge, Santander and Portugal by CLdN.

The new direct services that have been introduced to northern France, have a weekly ca-
pacity of roughly 2,500 units (standard shipping containers) when unaccompanied trailers are 
included. The new additional service from Cork to Zeebrugge adds approximately 300 units per 
week once unaccompanied trailers are included.

Take up of these new services has been very strong with Rosslare Europort reporting a 
significant increase on freight on the direct routes to Continental Europe routes during the first 
week of January. Conversely, traffic on Irish Sea routes decreased.

These new range of options will help businesses assess what routes are right for them and 
so avoid potential congestion and delays they would have experienced by using the UK Land-
bridge.

13/01/2021WRC01625Brexit Supports

13/01/2021WRC0165038. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of calls have been made to his Department’s Brexit helpline for busi-
ness supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1109/21]

13/01/2021WRC01675Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Business Supports Call Centre was first established in my Department in March 2020 
to provide information to business owners seeking assistance following the onset of the COVID 
19 pandemic.

The Centre has a dedicated phone number and email address. It was decided to maintain 
this resource for the business community as an Enterprise Information Centre providing a cen-
tral point of contact within my Department for businesses to be provided with information 
about, and signposted to, the range of services and assistance available, not limited to but in-
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cluding, Brexit related supports, from my Department, its Offices and Agencies.

Since its establishment in March the Call Centre has dealt with almost 11,500 queries from 
business owners.  The Enterprise Information Centre is open and operational from 9am to 5pm 
Monday to Friday, in addition to this, the Enterprise Information Centre was operative over the 
period 1 to 3 January by both phone and email and continues to direct businesses to relevant 
Brexit related enterprise supports and to the regulatory services that fall within the remit of my 
Department and its Agencies.

Since its launch on the 11th November the Information Centre has handled 50 Brexit related 
queries covering issues such as customs procedures, phytosanitary and sanitary checks and, in 
the case of my own Department and agencies, advice ranging from enterprise supports for busi-
nesses for Brexit to regulatory issues such as product certification/product standards and obli-
gations for importers of chemicals. This low number was expected given the substantial advice 
and resources on a range of Brexit issues across Government Departments/agencies, including 
extensive webinar content, that was made available on the Government Brexit portal at www.
Gov.ie/Brexit prior to 1 January 2021.

The Enterprise Information Centre can be contacted by telephone at 353 1 631 2002 and by 
email at infobusinesssupport@enterprise.gov.ie

Offices and Agencies under my remit, have also put in place relevant arrangements, includ-
ing key contact details, to respond to Brexit related queries from 1 January 2021 both by phone 
and email.

13/01/2021WRC01700Remote Working

13/01/2021WRC0180039. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment when the findings of his Department’s public consultation on guidance 
for remote working and subsequent report will be published. [1168/21]

13/01/2021WRC01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As our country continues to navigate Covid-19, remote working has become more impor-
tant than ever before. 

To date, my Department has had a strong focus on the topic of remote work. Last year as a 
response to COVID-19, my Department launched a new webpage dedicated to providing guid-
ance for remote working for both employers and employees. 

In July 2020, my Department launched a Public Consultation on Remote Work Guidance. 
We received 522 submissions from employers, employees, representative bodies and special 
interest groups. The results of the consultation are outlined on my Department’s website. 

Based on the insights garnered from the consultation, my Department updated its guidance 
webpage to include new information. The guidance webpage now includes a checklist for em-
ployers considering adopting remote working arrangements in the longer term. The guidance 
webpage will continue to be updated regularly to act as a live resource for employers and em-
ployees.

Building on this work, my Department formed an Interdepartmental Group (IDG) to steer 
the delivery of a national Remote Work Strategy. This Group included broad representation 
across government departments and state agencies. The Strategy considers what changes are 
needed to create an environment that is more conducive to remote work. It is expected that the 
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Strategy will be published very shortly.

13/01/2021WRC02000Health and Safety Authority 

13/01/2021WRC0210040. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of vacancies by job title in the Health and Safety Authority as of 4 
January 2021; the length of time each post has been vacant; and the estimated full year cost of 
filling each of the vacant posts in tabular form. [1200/21]

13/01/2021WRC02200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The staff of the Health and Safety Authority comprises both administration and inspec-
tor grades as well as professional and technical specialists. At the 31st of December 2020, the 
Health and Safety Authority employed 190 staff, which equates to 184.7 whole time equivalent 
staff.  At the same date, 25 current vacancies existed within the Authority, as shown in the table 
attached. Of those 5 positions which are vacant for more than 12 months, the Authority has run 
several unsuccessful competitions over the last year to fill these specialist positions, the length 
of time to fill such posts would be consistent with previous experience over many years in fill-
ing such positions.  It is also worth noting that during 2020, staff from my Department were 
redeployed to the Health and Safety Authority to assist in the management and operation of the 
its Workplace Contact Unit,  in response to the increased number of COVID-19 enquiries made 
to the Authority.

Grade Current Vacancies Salary* Total Salary Cost Note

Inspector Grade II 4 €70,077 €280,308 3 positions vacant less than 3 months1 more 
than 12 months 

Inspector Grade III 12 €35,796 €429,552 2 positions vacant less than 3 months4 positions 
vacant between 3 and 6 months 3 positions va-
cant between 6 and 12 months3 positions vacant 
more than 12 months

Higher Executive Officer 2 €55,203 €110,406 1 position vacant less than 6 months 1 position 
vacant more than 12 months

Executive Officer 2 €34,204 €68,408 2 positions vacant less than 6 months 

Clerical Officer 4 €27,229 €108,916 2 positions vacant less than 3 months1 position 
vacant between 3 and 6 months 1 position 
vacant between 6 and 12 months 

Temporary Clerical 
Officer

1 €27,229 €27,229 1 position vacant less than 3 months

*Salary costs based on annual salary at Point 1 
plus PRSI

The Authority is currently engaged in ongoing recruitment campaigns and a significant 
number of the vacancies listed are likely to be filled in Q1 2021.  

An additional pay allocation of €4.2m for the Authority in 2021, primarily to increase the 
staff available to it, including the recruitment of additional inspectors, will enable it deliver 
further on its mandate.

13/01/2021WRC02300Ministerial Correspondence

13/01/2021WRC0240041. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if his attention has been drawn to correspondence sent to him by a person (details 
supplied); if he has reviewed the documents contained; and if he has consulted with colleagues 
in the Department of Justice and An Taoiseach in respect of same. [1221/21]

13/01/2021WRC02500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
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kar): In the time available, it has not been possible to respond to the Deputy. A reply will be 
sent to the Deputy as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRC02600Trade Promotion

13/01/2021WRC0270042. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment 
his views on the reopening of a trade office in Taipei. [1233/21]

13/01/2021WRC02800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Enterprise Ireland is the Government agency responsible for the development and growth 
of Irish enterprises in world markets. Marketplace services for Irish companies targeting Tai-
wan are provided through Enterprise Ireland’s office in Hong Kong and locally in Taipei via a 
consultancy arrangement, which is managed by the agency’s Hong Kong office. 

IDA Ireland, the agency responsible for attracting foreign direct investment (FDI) to Ire-
land, actively manages the Taiwanese market from its Singapore office as an integral element of 
its market development plan for the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and Tai-
wan.  In response to continuing trends identifying Singapore as the primary source of outbound 
FDI destined for Europe, IDA Ireland considers it prudent to maintain its market presence in 
Singapore. In this context, IDA Ireland does not have any immediate plans to reopen an office 
in Taipei and will continue to service the Taiwanese market from its Singapore office.

13/01/2021WRC02900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRC0300043. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment further to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 25 of 25 November 2020 and 143 of 3 December 
2020, if further clarification will be provided (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1245/21]

13/01/2021WRC03100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As I have intimated in my two previous replies the decision to award this support on the 
basis of vouched expenditure is an obligation under public financial rules when disbursing pub-
lic monies so as to ensure that Departmental and Agency funds are applied for the purposes for 
which they are intended which includes building in risk mitigation measures such as evidence 
of actual and proper expenditure. In that regard, it is important that the Agency in question can 
satisfy themselves evidentially that the work has been undertaken.

I refer the Deputy to Department of Public Expenditure circular 13/2014 entitled “Manage-
ment of and accountability for grants from Exchequer funds”.  In this context, the circular states 
“all grants should be paid on the basis of vouched expenditure”.  

The scheme in question was, accordingly, sanctioned by the Department of Public Expendi-
ture on the basis of vouched expenditure in accordance with Circular 13/2014 referenced above.

13/01/2021WRC03200Trade Agreements

13/01/2021WRC0330044. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he will report on Ireland’s position on the reform of rules of origin in future 
EU trade agreements, for example, Australia and in future reviews of existing agreements with 
respect to the important need to reinstate preferential treatment to exports which were produced 
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including inputs from Northern Ireland or processing in Northern Ireland in order to support 
future cross-Border supply chain and protect the shared all-island economy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1302/21]

13/01/2021WRC03400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Rules of origin determine where goods “originate” for customs/tariffs purposes.  As such, 
the ‘origin’ is the economic nationality of goods traded under a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
and the product classification, value and origin of a good determines the customs tariff treat-
ment to be applied on entering the EU or any other “Third Country”.  The European Commis-
sion has competence under the EU Treaties for international trade, and on the operation of EU 
rules of origin. 

I understand that in correspondence with industry stakeholders the European Commission 
has confirmed that it does not intend to review any existing trade agreement for reasons relat-
ing to the withdrawal of the UK from the EU.  While there are FTA negotiations with Australia 
which are first time negotiations (and not an upgrade of an earlier agreement), existing rules of 
origin proposals and bilateral cumulation are what the EU is proposing. 

Given that Northern Ireland goods have UK origin, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland, the rules of origin requirements that form part of the 
EU’s set of Free Trade Agreements may present challenges for some traders in Northern Irish 
or mixed-all island goods.  Each supply chain is unique and must be evaluated alongside the 
rules of origin associated with each FTA.  No unilateral action on Ireland’s, or the EU’s, part can 
resolve these issues, as any preferential treatment must be conceded by a third party.

The Government remains committed to providing every possible support to cross-Border 
supply chains and to protecting the shared all-island economy.  Moreover, my Department, 
directly and through the ongoing work of InterTrade Ireland, Enterprise Ireland and Local Em-
ployment Offices has been engaging with representative groups and with companies to assist 
them in preparing for the significant changes flowing from the UK’s decision to leave the Single 
Market.  The Government will continue to engage all relevant stakeholders on these issues.

While solutions on Rules of Origin may not be immediately to hand, it is worth recalling 
that, with the support of our fellow Member States, we successfully negotiated a border-free 
outcome for goods on the island of Ireland, facilitating the free flow of goods from Northern 
Ireland within the European Union’s Single Market of almost half a billion people.

13/01/2021WRC03500Work Permits

13/01/2021WRC0360045. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of work permits issued in 2020; the sectors these were in; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1303/21]

13/01/2021WRC0370046. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the breakdown of the nationalities of recipients of work permits that were issued 
in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1304/21]

13/01/2021WRC03800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 45 and 46 together.

The Employment Permits Section of my Department inform me that a total of 16,419 Em-
ployment Permits issued in 2020.
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As requested by the Deputy, a breakdown of these permits by (i) Economic Sector and (ii) 
nationality of permit holder, is attached.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq45-13-01-21_en.docx”>Employment Permits</a>]

13/01/2021WRC04000Health and Safety Inspections

13/01/2021WRC0410047. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of HSA inspections at bookmakers each month since February 2020; 
the number found to be non-compliant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1449/21]

13/01/2021WRC04200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): In determining their programme of work in relation to workplace inspections the Health 
and Safety Authority carries out an assessment exercise based on various criteria before identi-
fying what sectors and workplaces are prioritised for inspection. A similar assessment is done 
regarding compliance with COVID-19 public health measures inspections. 

I have been informed by the Health and Safety Authority that since 1 March 2020 it under-
took 8 inspections in bookmakers which addressed COVID-19. The Health and Safety Author-
ity found that the level of compliance found within the bookmaking sector has been very good 
and this is in line with the generally high level of compliance with the Work Safely Protocol 
found across all sectors. 

The findings from the inspections addressing COVID-19 are as follows:

- 100% of workplaces had COVID-19 measures in place.

- 88% of workplaces had COVID-19 Response plans in place.

- 75% of workplaces had a Lead Worker Rep.

In addition to inspections, the Health and Safety Authority continues to provide advice and 
support to employers and employees on how best to implement COVID-19 measures in the 
workplace through its helpline and website. It has also developed checklists and templates for 
use by employers, workers and worker representatives, and further material is being developed. 

Any employee who has concerns about compliance with COVID-19 issues, or any other 
workplace health and safety issue, can contact the Health and Safety Authority Workplace Con-
tact Unit (WCU) on a confidential basis at 1890 289 389 or by sending an email to wcu@hsa.
ie. If following such a complaint, there are serious concerns about a particular workplace, the 
Health and Safety Authority, or another agency or tasked with inspecting workplace compli-
ance with the Protocol, will follow-up as appropriate. 

I would add that under the current Level 5 restrictions, bookmakers are considered “Non-
essential Retail” and are therefore closed.

13/01/2021WRC04300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRC0440048. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment his understanding of what constitutes click and collect shopping; his view on whether 
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customers using click and collect should be able to pay for their purchase while in the shop or if 
this should be done remotely prior to collecting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1460/21]

13/01/2021WRC04500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
Under Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19, only essential retail outlets will remain 
open.  Further information can be found on https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/ 

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5.  A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/

Level 5 does not restrict people from purchasing any product, it does however restrict peo-
ple from physically going into non-essential stores. This is to stop people making unnecessary 
journeys, congregating and browsing for non-essential goods, to limit the spread of the virus.

Under the current temporary restrictions click and collect from non-essential retail outlets is 
no longer permitted. Click or phone and deliver will continue.  The regulations do not provide 
guidance on the manner of payment as this is a transactional matter between the retailer and 
consumer.  

We are asking retailers to fully get behind the spirit of the regulations. In particular, we are 
asking retailers with mixed retail offering which have discrete spaces for essential and non-
essential retail to make arrangements for the separation of relevant areas. We are also asking 
retailers to operate staggered opening and closing hours, as well as facilitating starting and 
finishing hours, in order to minimise the impact on public transport.

My colleague Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and represen-
tatives from the retail grocery and distribution sector to continuously assess adherence to the 
public health restrictions.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) ‘The Work Safely Protocol’ incorporates the cur-
rent advice on the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the 
community and workplaces. The Protocol is available on www.gov.ie. The HSA is the lead 
agency in overseeing compliance with the Protocol in the workplace.  If employers or employ-
ees need further guidance on the Protocol, the HSA Helpline can be contacted at 1890 289 389 
or wcu@hsa.ie

In addition, the National Standards Authority of Ireland have also produced two guidance 
documents, one for the retail Sector and one for Shopping Centres. Both documents can be 
found on nsai.ie. 

I would like to thank retailers and their customers for their efforts at this difficult time. By 
each of us following the spirit of these new rules and working together we can hopefully return 
to a lower level of the Living with Covid-19 framework.

13/01/2021WRC04600Brexit Supports
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13/01/2021WRC0470049. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment his plans to publish the recipients of the €100 million capital investment scheme 
for the processing and marketing of agricultural products Brexit fund along with the amount 
received by each recipient; the conditions to be applied to this funding; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1538/21]

13/01/2021WRC04800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): It is intended that the first call for submission of applications to this new Capital Invest-
ment Scheme for the Processing and Marketing of Agricultural Products which is jointly funded 
by my Department and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, will open at the 
end of January. The scheme will be managed by Enterprise Ireland. 

The detailed terms and conditions will be published when the scheme is opened to applica-
tions.

Publication  of beneficiary details in respect of State aid of more than €500,000 is required 
under EU State aid transparency rules within six months of receipt of such aid.

13/01/2021WRC04900Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRC0500050. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if it is permissible for shoe stores to offer appointments for sizing children’s feet 
under public health restrictions. [1557/21]

13/01/2021WRC05100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
Under Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19, only essential retail outlets will remain 
open.  Further information can be found on https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/ 

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5.  A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/

Level 5 does not restrict people from purchasing any product, it does however restrict peo-
ple from physically going into non-essential stores, including shoe stores.  This is to stop people 
making unnecessary journeys, congregating and browsing for non-essential goods, to limit the 
spread of the virus.

Under the current temporary restrictions click and collect from non-essential retail outlets is 
no longer permitted. Click or phone and deliver will continue.  

We are asking retailers to fully get behind the spirit of the regulations. In particular, we are 
asking retailers with mixed retail offering which have discrete spaces for essential and non-
essential retail to make arrangements for the separation of relevant areas. We are also asking 
retailers to operate staggered opening and closing hours, as well as facilitating starting and 
finishing hours, in order to minimise the impact on public transport.

My colleague Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and represen-
tatives from the retail grocery and distribution sector to continuously assess adherence to the 
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public health restrictions.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) ‘The Work Safely Protocol’ incorporates the cur-
rent advice on the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the 
community and workplaces. The Protocol is available on www.gov.ie. The HSA is the lead 
agency in overseeing compliance with the Protocol in the workplace.  If employers or employ-
ees need further guidance on the Protocol, the HSA Helpline can be contacted at 1890 289 389 
or wcu@hsa.ie

In addition, the National Standards Authority of Ireland have also produced two guidance 
documents, one for the retail Sector and one for Shopping Centres. Both documents can be 
found on www.nsai.ie 

I would like to thank retailers and their customers for their efforts at this difficult time. By 
each of us following the spirit of these new rules and working together we can hopefully return 
to a lower level of the Living with COVID-19 framework.

13/01/2021WRC05200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRC0530051. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if retail shops selling towels, pillows and other bedding only can continue to open 
as an essential service under level 5 restrictions; and if they fall under outlets selling products 
necessary for the essential upkeep and functioning of places of residence and businesses wheth-
er on a retail or wholesale basis. [1602/21]

13/01/2021WRC05400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
Under Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19, only essential retail outlets will remain 
open.  Further information can be found on https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/

S.I. No. 701 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 10) Regulations 2020 and S.I. No. 4 of 2021 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (COVID-19) (No. 10) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 (https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/) clearly sets 
out the temporary restrictions under Level 5.  A list of essential services can be found at https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential retail outlets at 
Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-retail-outlets-for-
level-5/

Level 5 does not restrict people from purchasing any product, it does however restrict peo-
ple from physically going into non-essential stores.  This is to stop people making unnecessary 
journeys, congregating and browsing for non-essential goods, to limit the spread of the virus. 

Under the current temporary restrictions click and collect from non-essential retail outlets is 
no longer permitted. Click or phone and deliver will continue.

We are asking retailers to fully get behind the spirit of the regulations. In particular, we are 
asking retailers with mixed retail offering which have discrete spaces for essential and non-
essential retail to make arrangements for the separation of relevant areas. We are also asking 
retailers to operate staggered opening and closing hours, as well as facilitating starting and 
finishing hours, in order to minimise the impact on public transport.

My colleague Minister English has met regularly with Retail Forum members and represen-
tatives from the retail grocery and distribution sector to continuously assess adherence to the 
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public health restrictions.

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) ‘The Work Safely Protocol’ incorporates the cur-
rent advice on the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the 
community and workplaces. The Protocol is available on www.gov.ie. The HSA is the lead 
agency in overseeing compliance with the Protocol in the workplace.  If employers or employ-
ees need further guidance on the Protocol, the HSA Helpline can be contacted at 1890 289 389 
or wcu@hsa.ie

In addition, the National Standards Authority of Ireland have also produced two guidance 
documents, one for the retail Sector and one for Shopping Centres. Both documents can be 
found on www.nsai.ie

I would like to thank retailers and their customers for their efforts at this difficult time. By 
each of us following the spirit of these new rules and working together we can hopefully return 
to a lower level of the Living with COVID-19 framework.

13/01/2021WRC05500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRC0560052. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the financial supports available for a butcher that is a sole trader, that contracts Co-
vid-19 and has a month’s worth of stock that cannot be sold due to the fact that the butcher must 
isolate and cannot move the stock given that as a result of contracting Covid-19 the individual is 
now facing serious financial losses as stock cannot be sold; if financial supports will be provid-
ed to cover such losses in this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1621/21]

13/01/2021WRC05700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I understand the significant impact that the necessary move to return to full scale Level 
5 of the Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19, will have for 
businesses. The decision to move to full scale Level 5 was not taken lightly and all factors were 
considered. The restrictions are in place for a period of at least one month from 31 December 
2020.

My Department has worked to ensure that appropriate supports are in place for businesses 
that require finance as they respond to impacts arising from COVID-19. The uptake of these 
supports has been robust and indicates that businesses are taking action in response to this pe-
riod of disruption.

Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the 
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. The 
measures in the Budget are in addition to those announced in the July Stimulus, including the 
Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme, cash for businesses, low cost loans, commercial rates 
waivers and deferred tax liabilities. Details of the wide range of COVID-19 schemes are avail-
able on my Department’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/
COVID-19-supports/. 

As part of Budget 2021, the COVID Restrictions Support Scheme, operational through 
Revenue, offers a targeted, timely and temporary sector-specific support to businesses forced to 
close or trade at significantly reduced levels due to COVID of up to €5,000 per week.

As a result of the fact that businesses have to close, we have made changes to the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment and the EWSS. These changes increase in the top rate to €350 for 
those who were earning in excess of €400 per week. 
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Any self-employed person who cannot work in the short term because they are ill due to 
COVID-19 can avail of the COVID-19 Enhanced Illness Benefit payment of €350 per week, 
further information on this scheme can be found on the Department of Social Protection website 
at https://services.mywelfare.ie/en/topics/covid-19-payments/illness-benefit/

To ensure that all self-employed taxpayers can benefit from the losses provision introduced 
in the July Stimulus, we are also providing that debt warehousing provisions be extended to 
include the 2019 balance and 2020 preliminary tax to allow such taxpayers to defer payment for 
a period of a year with no interest applying.

The Minister for Finance is also delivering on the Programme for Government commitment 
to equalise the Earned Income Credit with the PAYE credit by raising it by €150 to €1,650.

We are providing more and cheaper loan finance through MicroFinance Ireland, SBCI and 
the new €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme. I announced the reopening of MFI lending on 31st 
August and I launched the €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme on 7th September. 

We have also announced a six-month reduction in the VAT, going down to 21% and 9% 
respectively, together with a range of additional public capital investment measures to support 
the domestic economy. 

These supports are supplementary to the wide range of existing loan and voucher schemes 
available to assist businesses affected by COVID-19 provided through the July Jobs Stimulus 
and other Government initiatives. In relation to the matter of cover for perishable stock this 
would be a matter for the business to raise directly with their insurance provider.

13/01/2021WRC05800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRC0590053. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he will introduce further financial supports for the owners of wet pubs who are 
still closed with no income and experiencing hardship due to the loss of business. [1697/21]

13/01/2021WRC06000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am keenly aware that publicans are continuing to make massive sacrifices to protect 
their communities. I remain committed to ensuring that the Government offers as much assis-
tance as possible. A comprehensive range of measures is in place for firms of all sizes, including 
the wage subsidy scheme, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax 
liabilities and is available on my Department’s website at https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-
Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/.

The Employment Wage Support Scheme was announced as part of Budget 2021 and is 
extended to end of March 2021. Changes were also made to the Pandemic Unemployment Pay-
ment and the EWSS, increasing the top rate to €350 for those who were earning in excess of 
€400 per week. 

My colleague, Minister Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister for Social Protection announced 
the doubling of the PUP threshold to €960 over an eight-week period. This will help people 
to restart their businesses when it is safe to do so and allow self-employed people to take on 
intermittent jobs.

The Revenue Commissioners’ COVID Restrictions Support Scheme offers a temporary sec-
tor-specific support to businesses forced to close or trade at significantly reduced levels by up 
to €5,000 per week. For those that unfortunately have had to stay closed, including wet pubs, 
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three double weeks of the CRSS were paid in December in recognition that this is normally the 
busiest time of the year for these businesses.

Budget 2021 overall provides a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to 
build resilience and help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. We are providing 
more and cheaper loan finance through MicroFinance Ireland, SBCI and the Credit Guarantee 
Scheme.

A six-month reduction in VAT rates down from 23% to 21%, and from 13.5% to 9% will 
benefit the hospitality sector. As well as a range of additional public capital investment mea-
sures to support the domestic economy. 

I will continue to work with my colleagues to identify practical actions and to regularly 
review supports available to assist businesses.

13/01/2021WRC06100Consultancy Contracts

13/01/2021WRC0620054. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the details for his Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifi-
cally Covid-19-related work, services or advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1790/21]

13/01/2021WRC06300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Details of consultancy contracts related to COVID-19 entered into by my Department are 
set out in the attached table.

Details of outsourcing of consultancies of specifically Covid-19-related work, services or advice Value of Contract

Behaviour & Attitudes:   Telephone and online survey of Business Capability and Capacity to Implement CO-
VID-19 Prevention Measures. 

€29,766

Consultancy services to identify and promote behaviours that support effective remote working for teams.  The 
Services comprise the design and implementation of a programme that maps the remote working behaviours of 
teams, identifies their strengths and develops a menu of actions to enhance team effectiveness, manager engage-
ment and staff connectedness in a remote and blended working environment. The consultant will work with 
a pilot team from each Division of the Department to implement these actions and assess their impact. Upon 
conclusion the consultants will prepare a short report to present their findings and put forward proposed recom-
mendations for implementation throughout the wider Department.

€49,400 

Online training for Workplace Relations Commission in relation to “Returning To Work” at a cost of €10 per indi-
vidual. The training was provided to those staff who were returning to field work or were involved in opening up 
and/or working in WRC premises in line with Government guidelines. 

€720

Legal advice, drafting and settlement services relating to the introduction of statutory instrument Safety, Health 
and Welfare at Work (Construction) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 102 of 2020). 

€430

Legal services for the development of legal agreements related to the €500 million expansion of the Future 
Growth Loan Scheme. The Future Growth Loan Scheme is aimed at supporting strategic investment amongst 
SMEs, including COVID-19 and Brexit impacted SMEs.

€20,000 

Legal services for the development of the amendments to primary legislation, new secondary legislation and legal 
agreements related to the €2 billion COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme. This is the largest guarantee scheme in 
the history of the State and is the government’s cornerstone loan product which gives certainty to the market and 
provide liquidity to SMEs impacted by  COVID-19 . 

€132,400 

COVID-19 Supports for Businesses Document Template -  Graphic design work April 2020 €738

Supports for Small Businesses Animation  -  Graphic design work. May 2020 €1,107

Re-Start Grant Animation  -  Graphic design work.  August 2020 €984

Shop Safely Animation -  Graphic design work.   December 2020 €1,494

Irish language translation services in relation to Return to work safely Protocol: COVID-19 Specific National 
Protocol for Employers and Workers and Data Protection – Return to Work Protocol plus further translation 
services regarding revised versions of documents. 

€1,847

Irish language translation and proof reading services relating to EU correspondence re COVID-19/ SARS-COV-2 
documentation.

€121
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13/01/2021WRC06400Brexit Issues

13/01/2021WRC0650055. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the extent to which it remains possible to ensure that previous online business 
sourced in the UK in respect of which Irish consumers are now experiencing difficulty can 
be accessed in a timely manner; if the feasibility of providing an alternative service in Ireland 
which can be supplied independently of the UK and thereby facilitating the Irish consumer in 
the aftermath of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1874/21]

13/01/2021WRC06600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The choice and availability of online retailers to Irish consumers is a matter for domestic 
and international retailers and not something that the Government can directly influence. 

Brexit has not eliminated the potential for UK-based retailers to offer products via online 
channels to Irish consumers but it has complicated matters. My colleague Minister Troy has 
brought this to the public’s attention recently and reminded Irish consumers of the additional 
considerations, for example possible customs charges and VAT, to be aware of when purchasing 
from the UK.

UK based retailers will have to consider the implications and assess how they can continue 
to offer products to Irish consumers at competitive rates and conditions. Such assessments will 
have to factor in pricing, profitability, administration and logistical issues. Some UK-based re-
tailers may reconfigure their operations to have an increased physical presence in Ireland, and I 
am aware that some have made adaptations to how they administer charges. Some may consider 
the market opportunities in Ireland, in light of Brexit, to be insufficient for continued commerce 
with Irish consumers. These are the realities of business.

The UK will continue to be a valued trading partner and a valuable source of merchandise 
for Irish customers. However, particular product channels enjoyed prior to Brexit may now 
be affected. This is the nature of the impact of Brexit. Notwithstanding this, because Ireland 
remains part of the largest market in the world - the EU, I have every confidence that Irish 
consumers can and will adapt and continue to enjoy the benefits of being in such a large and 
competitive market. Where necessary, they will find alternative providers based in Ireland, or 
other EU member states or also in the UK over time. Indeed, thanks in a large part due Govern-
ment support, domestic retailers have made remarkable progress over the course of COVID-19 
in developing their online channels and I have every confidence this will continue.

13/01/2021WRC06700National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRC0680056. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will address a matter regarding the provision of broadband at a location (details 
supplied). [44697/20]

13/01/2021WRC0690057. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will address a matter regarding the provision of broadband at a location (details 
supplied). [44698/20]

13/01/2021WRC07000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 56 and 57 together.

The premises referred to in the Questions are located in the BLUE area on the NBP High 
Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.
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gov.ie. BLUE areas are not included in the State intervention area covered by the National 
Broadband Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broadband or have 
indicated future plans to do so. My Department defines high speed broadband as a connection 
with minimum speeds of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps upload. The activities of commercial 
operators delivering high speed broadband within BLUE areas are not planned or funded by the 
State and my Department has no statutory authority to intervene in that regard.

Notwithstanding this, my Department has raised a query with eir regarding the premises 
located in Cromwellsstown. As soon as a reply is received my Department will revert to the 
Deputy with a further update.

Our investigations indicate that high speed broadband should be available over the eir net-
work at the premises located in Clane and if not the homeowner should contact eir in the matter.

13/01/2021WRC07200National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRC0730058. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his plans to supply additional broadband fibre cabinets in the Dublin 18 area to 
allow new houses to access fibre broadband; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44705/20]

13/01/2021WRC07400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The premises referred to in the Question is located in the BLUE area on the NBP High Speed 
Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at www.broadband.gov.ie. 
BLUE areas are not included in the State intervention area covered by the National Broadband 
Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broadband or have indicated 
future plans to do so. My Department defines high speed broadband as a connection with mini-
mum speeds of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps upload. The activities of commercial operators 
delivering high speed broadband within BLUE areas are not planned or funded by the State and 
my Department has no statutory authority to intervene in that regard.   Our investigations show 
that the premises referred to can currently get access to high speed broadband speeds of up to 1 
Gbps from network operators in the area. My Department also checked some sample premises 
in housing estates in  the Dublin 18 area and confirmed that these premises can currently access 
high speed broadband from network operators.

13/01/2021WRD00200National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRD0030059. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the time frame for a property (details supplied) to be connected to broadband through 
the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44717/20]

13/01/2021WRD0035060. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the details of the full roll-out of broadband through the National Broadband Plan to 
County Roscommon; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44718/20]

13/01/2021WRD00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 59 and 60 together.

 The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract signed in November 2019 to roll out a high speed 
and future proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million 
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people living and working in the over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses 
and farms along with 695 schools.

Surveying is the first step towards delivering the new fibre network and involves physi-
cally walking the routes and documenting images, notes and measurements of the poles, cables 
and underground ducts in each area. I am advised by NBI that, as of 21 December 2020, over 
153,000 premises across all counties have been surveyed which is ahead of the full year sur-
vey target of 120,000 that had been projected by the company. The deployment plan forecasts 
premises passed in all counties within the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State 
having access to high speed broadband within the next four years.In County Roscommon there 
are 19,126 premises within the intervention area for the National Broadband Plan. NBI have 
advised that approximately 3,600 premises (around 20%) have been surveyed by 21 December 
including the areas of Ballymurray, Athleague, Castlecoote, Donamon, Ballymacurley, Lackan, 
Kilroosky and Fourmilehouse.

The premises referred to in the Question is located in the Intervention Area and surveys are 
planned by NBI to commence in that location by Q3 next year. I am advised that NBI is tar-
geting the following indicative dates for further surveying in Roscommon within the next 18 
months.

Roscommon Deployment Area No. of Premises Timelines
Castlerea 4347 2021 Q2
Elphin 2483 2022 Q2
Curraghboy 1721 2022 Q3
Further details are available on specific areas within Roscommon through the NBI website 

which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest 
in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who 
register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the 
network and specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. 

I am aware that concerns have been raised regarding the level of information available on 
the deployment of the NBI network and I am advised that NBI is working to provide more detail 
on its website, with a rolling update on network build plans.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network.  As of 21 
December, 241 publicly accessible BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed 
broadband service will be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts 
managed by the Department of Rural and Community Development.  Locations in County 
Roscommon include Cam Community Centre (3.4kms from the premises referred to in the 
Question), Saint Patrick’s Hall, Tawnytaskin Community Centre, Gortaganny Resource Centre 
and Creeve Community Centre. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Termon National School is installed by NBI for educational access as part of this initiative 
and Ballagh National School is installed and connected. My Department continues to work with 
the Department of Education to prioritise other schools with no high speed broadband, within 
the intervention area for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of 
this aspect of the National Broadband Plan has just  been announced which will see some 679 
primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target 
delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/
primary-schools-list/
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13/01/2021WRD00500Alternative Energy Projects

13/01/2021WRD0060061. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the amount of EU and national funding in total received to date by the SEAI 
relating to all projects connected to the offshore electricity generating station (details supplied) 
in County Mayo since the test site was granted a foreshore lease in 2015, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44731/20]

13/01/2021WRD00700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
SEAI receives up to 50% of the costs of the AFLOWT project from Interreg North-West Eu-
rope (European Regional Development Fund); this is the only EU co-funded project connected 
to AMETS that is funded through the SEAI.    The AFLOWT project started in January 2019 
and the table below shows the EU and exchequer co-funding to date.

EU Co-Financing National Contribution
€66,734.17 €66,733.83

13/01/2021WRD00800Bord na Móna

13/01/2021WRD0090062. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations further to Parliamentary Question 51 of 16 July 2020, if his Department will assist in the 
provision of compensation to peat harvesting contractors that made significant investments in 
peat harvesting machinery prior to the sudden and unexpected announcement of the suspension 
of all peat harvesting for the 2020 season by Bord na Móna; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44732/20]

13/01/2021WRD01000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I have no function in relation to commercial or operational decisions or activities, or the man-
agement of stock by Bord na Móna. Similarly, as Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications I have no remit in relation to the horticulture sector or the sourcing of peat for 
the sector. As set out in my reply to Question No. 205 of 10 December 2020, officials from my 
Department will engage with their counterparts in the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine and other relevant Departments on the matter and on the potential longer term solutions 
for the sector.     

In terms of direct support, it should be noted that my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine provides financial support to the sector through the Scheme of Invest-
ment for the Development of the Horticulture Sector.  

13/01/2021WRD01100International Bodies

13/01/2021WRD0120063. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the work of the Climate Action Forum (details supplied); the number 
of times the forum has met since its creation; the Ministers who have met under the forum since 
its creation; the projects that have been undertaken; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44763/20]

13/01/2021WRD01300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
In December 2019 Ireland, Denmark and Sweden announced the creation of a Climate Action 
Forum in which the three countries would share ideas, information and best practice. The aim 
is to pool experience, offer leadership and encourage others to take action on global warming at 
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European level. All three countries face similar challenges from climate change, and coopera-
tion allows common solutions to be developed.   All three countries fully support the enhanced 
ambition at EU level to increase the EU 2030 target to at least 55% emissions reduction com-
pared to 1990 levels and to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050.  Ireland is one of 10 countries 
(including Denmark and Sweden) who signed a joint statement ahead of the European Council 
in December on strengthening EU climate ambition and agreeing on increasing the 2030 cli-
mate target to “at least 55 percent”.

In December, I took part in a webinar with colleagues from Sweden and Denmark where 
we discussed climate neutral targets and how the respective countries are approaching climate 
neutrality, including an overview of types of green initiatives in response to the European Green 
Deal.

In terms of Ireland’s climate ambition, the Programme for Government sets out our ambi-
tion to more than halve our carbon emissions over the course of the decade. The action we take 
in the coming years will be critical in order to address the climate crisis, which renders our 
current economic model redundant and threatens our safe future on this planet. I will lead on 
delivering our shared commitment to achieve an average 7% per annum reduction in overall 
greenhouse gas emissions from 2021 to 2030, and to achieving net zero emissions by 2050.

13/01/2021WRD01400Local Authority Functions

13/01/2021WRD0150064. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the existing climate action responsibilities of local authorities; the devolved pow-
ers local authorities have in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44766/20]

13/01/2021WRD0160068. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if a citywide master plan for carbon reduction exists for Dublin; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44866/20]

13/01/2021WRD01700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 64 and 68 together. 

Local Authorities deliver key services to the public, either directly or in partnership 
with Government Departments and agencies. The position of Local Government, as the level of 
government closest to the citizen, also puts it in an effective position to provide local leadership 
on climate action through its links to various community networks.

In 2018, my Department entered into a five year financial commitment of €10 million to 
establish four Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs), including the Dublin Metropolitan 
CARO.   

The role of the CARO includes:

- Assisting the Local Authorities within their CARO region  in preparing their own plans to 
respond to climate change.

- Developing education and awareness initiatives in driving the climate change agenda and 
contributing to climate dialogue on a local and regional basis.

Each Local Authority in the Dublin Metropolitan CARO has developed a detailed plan 
outlining the actions they will take in mitigating and adapting to the effects of climate change. 
Details can be found at:   https://dublinclimatechange.codema.ie/ 
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Under the National Adaptation Framework each local authority has developed and is imple-
menting a local adaptation strategy. Each CARO is working with its Local Authorities to both 
facilitate and monitor implementation of the strategies’ local climate adaptation actions.  

Under the Climate Action Plan 2019, a Climate Action Charter for Local Authorities 
was agreed between my Department and the Local Authorities.  The Charter will ensure that 
every Local Authority embeds decarbonisation, sustainable development and climate resilience 
into every aspect of their work. 

The Climate Action Bill further strengthens the role of Local Authorities in climate action. 
It sets out legislative requirements for each Local Authority to produce its own Climate Action 
Plan (covering both mitigation and adaptation) within eighteen months of the enactment of the 
Bill, and then subsequently at least once every five years. 

To build the necessary capacity, my Department is also engaging with the CAROs in rela-
tion to the implementation of a new Local Authority climate action training programme. This 
programme will increase knowledge of climate change and action among all Local Authority 
staff, and will facilitate both climate mitigation and adaptation at local level.

13/01/2021WRD01800Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRD0190065. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if his Department or State agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded 
contracts to a company (details supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were 
tendered for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44784/20]

13/01/2021WRD02000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department has not awarded contracts to the company in question.   The information re-
quested regarding the agencies under the aegis of my Department is an operational matter for 
each Agency. I will request the relevant bodies to reply directly to the Deputy with the informa-
tion requested in respect of their organisation.

13/01/2021WRD02100Fuel Traders Licences

13/01/2021WRD0220066. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the enforcement measures in place to monitor and deal with the sale and use of non-
smokeless fuels in smokeless zones; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44846/20]

13/01/2021WRD0230067. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if there are plans to put in place a testing and enforcement regime to deal with the 
widespread air pollution from the burning of non-compliant fuel products; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44847/20]

13/01/2021WRD02400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 66 and 67 together.

Under Regulation 10 of the Air Pollution Act (Marketing, Sale, Distribution and Burning 
of Specified Fuels) Regulations 2012, Local Authorities are responsible for the development of 
testing and enforcement plans in respect of the “smoky coal ban” within their functional areas. 
In order to fulfill their statutory functions in this regard, significant powers are available to Lo-
cal Authorities, including the authority to:
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- undertake inspections of premises and vehicles being used for the sale and distribution of 
solid fuel;

- bring prosecutions under the Air Pollution Act for breaches of the Regulations; and

- issue Fixed Payment Notices ranging from €250 to €1,000 for alleged offences relating to 
the marketing, sale and distribution of prohibited fuels in Low Smoke Zones.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to further strengthen enforcement 
of the Regulations by developing a regional approach to air quality enforcement. A coordinated 
approach is required given the links between burning of solid fuels and the health effects of air 
pollution, as well as the potential for market distortion for businesses properly adhering to the 
regulations. Increased multi-agency inspections and enforcement, including the increased use 
of fixed payment notices, are required and my Department is fully committed to supporting Lo-
cal Authorities in this regard.  

Building on the success of other regional environmental enforcement models, I expect this 
Programme for Government commitment to be significantly progressed in the coming months.

  Question No. 68 answered with Question No. 64.

13/01/2021WRD02700National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRD0280069. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if clarification of a timeline can be given for surveys to be carried out and for the 
commencement of works to begin under the national broadband plan in the Blarney, Tower and 
Kerry Pike areas of County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44909/20]

13/01/2021WRD0290078. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when the national broadband plan will be rolled out across County Cork by townland 
and yearly quarter in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45033/20]

13/01/2021WRD0300079. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when the national broadband plan is expected to be rolled out in Blarney, County Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45034/20]

13/01/2021WRD0310080. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when the national broadband plan is expected to be rolled out in Tower, County Cork; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45035/20]

13/01/2021WRD0320081. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when the national broadband plan is expected to be rolled out in Kerry Pike, County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45036/20]

13/01/2021WRD0330082. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications when the national broadband plan is expected to be rolled out in Templemichael, 
White’s Cross, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45037/20]

13/01/2021WRD0340083. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when the national broadband plan is expected to be rolled out in an area and at a location 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45040/20]

13/01/2021WRD03500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 69 and 78 to 83, inclusive, together.
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The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband 
network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools.

Surveying is the first step towards delivering the new fibre network and involves physically 
walking the routes and documenting images, notes and measurements of the poles, cables and 
underground ducts in each area. I am advised by NBI that, as of December 2020, over 153,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed which is ahead of the full year survey target 
of 120,000 that had been projected by the company.In County Cork there are 79,424 premises 
within the intervention area for the National Broadband Plan which includes premises in the 
locations referred  to by the Deputy. Approximately 20% of premises have been surveyed with 
surveys complete in Midleton, Cullen, Templebreedy, Carrigaline, Ballyfoyle, Douglas, Bal-
lyphehane, Glasheen, Mahon and Kilpatrick. Surveys have started in Ballydesmond, Kiskeam, 
Umeraboy, Knocknagree, Rineen, Cullen, Coolinarna, Millstreet, Hollymount and Caherbar-
nagh.  

Significant build works are underway in Carrigaline, Fountainstown, Ballinhassig, 
Monkstown, and Upper Rochestown.  I am also advised that NBI is targeting further surveying 
in Cork within the next 18 months. 

Further details are available on specific areas within Cork through the NBI website which 
provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in be-
ing provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register 
with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and 
specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. 

I am aware that concerns have been raised regarding the level of information available on 
the deployment of the NBI network and I am advised that NBI is working to provide more detail 
on its website, with a rolling update on network build plans.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network.  As of 
21 December, 241 publicly accessible BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed 
broadband service will be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts 
managed by the Department of Rural and Community Development.  Bere Island Heritage 
Centre, Laharn Heritage Centre and  Ballydaly Community Hall  are BCPs which are now 
installed by NBI. Ballindangan Community Centre, Aghabullogue Community Centre, Castle-
townkenneigh Community Centre, Lissavard Community Centre, Whitechurch Community 
Centre and T.O. Park Labbamollaga are now installed and connected.  Further details can be 
found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Clogagh and Ballycroneen National School are planned by NBI for educational access as 
part of this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to 
prioritise other schools with no high speed broadband, within the intervention area for con-
nection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National 
Broadband Plan has just  been announced which will see some 679 primary schools connected 
to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. 
Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/ 

Post Office Network
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13/01/2021WRD0355070. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the status of the implementation of an action plan to ensure the sustainability 
of the existing post office network; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44968/20]

Minister of State at the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 
(Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I am aware of the importance of maintaining a post office 
network in our society.  However I also know that the serious decline in mail volumes and the 
impact of Covid-19 on footfall through post offices has had a severe impact on the postal net-
work and the revenue being generated for postmasters. I have met with representatives of the 
Irish Postmasters Union (IPU) on a number of occasions to discuss the matters raised in the  
Grant Thornton report which was commissioned by the IPU.

  A lot of work has been done over the past few years to develop the network and this has had 
a positive effect for both postmasters and customers. This momentum needs to be maintained 
and if An Post, the postmasters and Government work together we can ensure that the network 
can emerge as a central hub for a wide variety of valuable community-focused services. 

Government believes An Post has untapped potential to do more and make a further signifi-
cant contribution across many areas of public, business and community life in Ireland.  We are 
working closely with An Post  to see if there is scope to channel additional services through the 
network.  As with any business the post office needs to develop commercial strategies to en-
able it to grow and maintain its relevance for its users. All options will be considered fully and 
efforts will be redoubled to give effect to our commitment to ensuring a sustainable and viable 
post office network. 

  In the circumstances, there are no proposals to introduce a Government funded subsidy for 
the post office network. 

13/01/2021WRD03600Environmental Protection Agency

13/01/2021WRD0370071. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if the EPA has permanent air quality testing systems on site in Drogheda, County 
Louth or hinterlands; if not, the reason the largest town in Ireland does not have this in place; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44978/20]

13/01/2021WRD03800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The operation of the Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Programme (AAMP) network, including 
the selection of sites for monitoring stations, is the responsibility of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA).   I have been informed by the EPA that a permanent Tier 2 air quality 
monitoring station is due to be installed in Drogheda in the first half of this year. Furthermore, 
the EPA in co-operation with Louth County Council has already established a new monitoring 
station in Dundalk as part of the national network expansion under the AAMP. Data from this 
station and the overall national network is available on www.airquality.ie. 

13/01/2021WRD03900National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRD0400072. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if fibre broadband will be supplied without further delay to a housing estate (details 
supplied). [44986/20]

13/01/2021WRD0410073. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
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tions the status of the availability of fibre broadband to a property (details supplied). [45002/20]

13/01/2021WRD0420074. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the status of the provision of fibre broadband to a property (details supplied). [45004/20]

13/01/2021WRD0430075. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the status of the availability of fibre broadband to a property (details supplied). [45005/20]

13/01/2021WRD0440076. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the status of the provision of fibre broadband to a property (details supplied). [45006/20]

13/01/2021WRD0450077. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when Rathconrath, County Westmeath, specifically a location, (details supplied) will 
avail of efibre broadband. [45017/20]

13/01/2021WRD0460091. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when an area (details supplied) will be able to avail of efibre broadband. [1319/21]

13/01/2021WRD04700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 72 to 77, inclusive, and 91 together. 

The Questions refer to premises which are located in the AMBER area on the National 
Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s 
website at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the 
network to be deployed under the NBP State led intervention, the contract for which was signed 
in November 2019 with National Broadband Ireland (NBI).  I appreciate people’s frustration 
when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot get a connection to that network, 
particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high speed broadband network will 
be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is underway.  

I am advised by NBI that, as of December 2020, over 153,000 premises across all coun-
ties have been surveyed which is ahead of the full year survey target of 120,000 that had been 
projected by the company. Surveys have been completed in County Westmeath in the areas of 
Mullingar, Sonna, Stonehall, Taghmon, Jamestown, Hopestown and Athlone. The next step is 
for NBI to develop network designs to deliver the new fibre to the home network to these prem-
ises, followed by pre build and build works.

Further details are available on specific areas within Counties Westmeath through the NBI 
website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their 
interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals 
who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the 
network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. I am aware that 
concerns have been raised regarding the level of information available on the deployment of 
the NBI network and I am advised that NBI is working to provide more detail on its website, 
with a rolling update on network build plans.Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key 
element of the NBP providing high speed broadband in every county in advance of the roll out 
of the fibre to the home network. As of 21 December, 241 sites have been installed by NBI and 
the high speed broadband service will be switched on in these locations through service pro-
vider contracts managed by the Department of Rural and Community Development for publicly 
available sites and by the Department of Education for schools. BCPs locations installed in 
Westmeath include Streete Parish Park and Community Hall, Whitehall Community Centre, 
Milltown Emper Community Centre and Ballycomoyle GAA Club which are due to be con-
nected in the coming months. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.  Scoil 
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Náisiúnta Bhride in Co Westmeath is connected for educational access as part of this initiative. 
My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise other schools 
with no high speed broadband, within the intervention area for connection over the term of the 
NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan has just  been 
announced which will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 
2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. 

  Questions Nos. 78 to 83, inclusive, answered with Question No. 69.

13/01/2021WRD05900Postal Services

13/01/2021WRD0600084. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications further to Parliamentary Question No. 165 of 26 November 2020, if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that it is estimated that approximately 30,000 new and corrected 
Eircodes are currently missing from a service (details supplied) and that some members of the 
public have been reporting that due to the fact that their code is missing they have not been able 
to avail of some commercial services; if he will invoke his specific oversight authority under the 
Communications Regulation (Postal Services Act) 2011 to consider specific non-postal services 
related uses of the national postcode in order to address this anomaly; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45074/20]

13/01/2021WRD0610086. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications further to Parliamentary Question No. 165 of 26 November 2020, his plans to 
instruct his Department to immediately proceed with the well-resourced national campaign to 
raise awareness regarding privacy dangers associated with the use of Eircode as recommended 
in the Privacy Impact Assessment for Eircode that was carried out by a company (details sup-
plied) in 2015 under contract to his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45103/20]

13/01/2021WRD06200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 84 and 86 together. 

Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, was awarded a 10 year con-
tract in December 2013 to develop, implement, maintain and promote the National Postcode 
System “Eircode”.

The Eircode Finder, is a free to use website that members of the public and businesses use to 
find Eircodes for addresses and to get directions to address locations using the Eircode website 
like a SatNav. Since the launch in July 2015, Eircode usage, as part of an address, continues to 
grow and is used widely among the public, businesses and public sector. This, in part, can be 
seen by use statistics of the free Eircode Finder website with almost 80 million lookups since 
launch in 2015 and an average daily lookup rate in November 2020 of 103,933. 

Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and verified 
geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as changes to 
existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these buildings.  
An Post GeoDirectory, a subsidiary company of An Post and Ordnance Survey Ireland, issue 
a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a quarterly basis to Eircode in accordance 
with their licence agreement. 

Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on the Eircode Finder website, 
a notification letter is issued to the property occupant containing the Eircode of that address 
and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licenced businesses for their use. Eircode have 



Questions - Written Answers

50

informed my Department that over 128,700 property addresses have been assigned an Eircode 
since the launch in 2015.

Capita have informed my Department that once the Eircode database is updated they pro-
vide updates to commercial operations each quarter in line with the terms of their licence agree-
ments. The timely release of each quarterly update is consistent across all licenced businesses, 
including the application referred to by the Deputy. Businesses using eircodes are obliged to 
abide by the terms of their licences and  to comply with any general legal obligations such as 
data protection.

13/01/2021WRD06300Waste Management

13/01/2021WRD0640085. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if his attention has been drawn to the services provided by a company (details sup-
plied) for the recycling of problematic waste; if such services have a role to play in the efforts 
to recycle difficult waste generally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45092/20]

13/01/2021WRD06500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Waste management services in Ireland are provided by many individual operators, all of whom 
are subject to waste permit or licencing requirements and compliance with all other applicable 
environmental and other relevant legislation. My role as Minister is to set the overall policy and 
regulatory framework within which statutory authorities regulate and service providers oper-
ate. It would not be appropriate for me in my role as Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications to comment on any individual service provider.   I published our new 
national waste policy for the period 2020-2025, “A Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy” 
in September 2020. This plan contains a range of measures to reform and strengthen waste man-
agement with a greater focus on prevention through product design and consumer choice. The 
measures outlined in the Waste Action Plan will ensure that we continue to meet our European 
targets for waste and will reflect the level of ambition in the waste and climate areas at EU level. 

The Waste Action Plan contains a number of measures which will assist in the management 
of problematic waste streams including a drive towards higher levels of segregation of waste 
streams to support investment in treatment capacity and a commitment to formalising the role 
of civic amenity sites and agreeing a standardised list of waste streams accepted at such sites.

  Question No. 86 answered with Question No. 84.

13/01/2021WRE00300Warmer Homes Scheme

13/01/2021WRE0040087. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the reason the warmer homes scheme application process (details supplied) is tak-
ing so long; if more resources will be allocated to same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45123/20]

13/01/2021WRE00500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and administered by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The scheme delivers a range of energy 
efficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty. To 
date over 142,000 homes have received free upgrades under the scheme, leaving the occupants 
better able to afford to heat their homes to an adequate level.     Budget 2021 provided €109 
million in capital funding to support lower income households to retrofit their homes with €100 
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million of this funding allocated to the Warmer Homes Scheme. This represents a €47 million 
increase on the 2020 allocation and is the highest ever budget for this scheme.  In addition to the 
increased budget, capacity by the industry to deliver more activity has also increased due to a 
new, broader contractor panel to provide works which commenced at the end of 2020. Recom-
mendations on the implementation of changes to the scheme to better target those most in need 
will also be finalised shortly. 

There are currently over 7,000 homes on the Warmer Homes Scheme work programme. 
This includes homes that are: currently undergoing works; have been allocated to contractors 
for works; have completed an initial home survey and are awaiting allocation to a contractor, or 
are awaiting the initial survey of their home. Eligible homes are allocated on a first come, first 
served basis, and the average time between application and allocation to a contractor is now 22 
months.  The wait time is a result of strong demand for what is an extremely popular scheme.  
Wait times were also impacted by changes to the scheme introduced in 2018 which expanded 
and enhanced the range of energy efficiency measures available as well as an extension of eligi-
bility rules.  COVID-19 related restrictions have also impacted waiting times under the scheme.  
Works are currently suspended in line with the public health measures in place under Level 5 as 
announced by Government on 6 January.  Works will recommence as soon as the public health 
advice allows. 

The Deputy may wish to note that there are other grants and schemes available from Gov-
ernment that could assist their constituent if there is an urgent need. These include the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) Urgent Needs Payment available 
through the Community Welfare Service at local DEASP offices and the Department of Hous-
ing, Planning and Local Government Housing Aid for Older People Grant Scheme which is 
administered by the Local Authorities.

13/01/2021WRE00600Recycling Policy

13/01/2021WRE0070088. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he will allow used timber, that is waste and used timber recovered from construction, 
to be collected and segregated for use as biomass in view of the fact it is been currently exported 
for use as biomass to other jurisdictions. [45125/20]

13/01/2021WRE00800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Article 28 of the European Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations, S.I. No. 126 of 2011, 
sets out the grounds by which a material which is recovered or recycled from waste can be 
deemed to be no longer a waste. As the designated competent authority, decisions regarding ap-
plications for end-of-waste status are the responsibility of the EPA and accordingly, questions 
in relation to specific applications are more appropriately directed to the Agency. Further infor-
mation on the end of waste process is available on the EPA’s website at www.epa.ie.  I am very 
conscious of the importance of the End of Waste in the transition to a more circular economy, in 
particular in relation to the construction sector.  The Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy   
which I launched in September this year, has a dedicated chapter on End of Waste, and commits 
to a number of measures including:

- Working with stakeholders to streamline the process;

- Examining whether certain end of waste decisions should be determined by local authori-
ties rather than the EPA;

- Establishing a working group to develop national end of waste applications for identified 
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priority waste streams, which would obviate the need for individual applications within those 
streams; 

- Introducing a fee for end-of-waste applications to help fund the process and encourage 
high quality applications.

My officials have already had initial engagement with regulatory authorities and with pri-
vate sector stakeholders in relation to these measures, and will be working to advance progress 
in these areas over the coming months.

13/01/2021WRE00900Post Office Network

13/01/2021WRE0100089. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of post offices which were permanently closed in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1021/21]

13/01/2021WRE01100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
information requested is an operational matter for An Post and not one in which I, as Minister, 
have a statutory function. 

13/01/2021WRE01200Postal Services

13/01/2021WRE0130090. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications further to Parliamentary Question No. 163 of 26 November 2020, if he will instruct 
Eircode to assign a number to a property (details supplied). [1039/21]

13/01/2021WRE01400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, was awarded a 10 year contract 
in December 2013 to develop, implement, maintain and promote the National Postcode System 
“Eircode”.   Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and 
verified geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well 
as changes to existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for 
these buildings.  An Post GeoDirectory, a subsidiary company of An Post and Ordnance Survey 
Ireland, issue a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a quarterly basis to Eircode in 
accordance with their licence agreement. 

An Post have informed my officials that they have updated both properties address data on 
their systems and this information should then be issued from An Post GeoDirectory to Eircode. 
In addition, Eircode has advised my officials that they have raised a case with An Post Geo-
Directory in relation to these addresses.  My Department has requested Eircode to contact and 
liaise directly with the individual in question regarding the assignment of an Eircode for these 
two property addresses.  

  Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 72.

13/01/2021WRE01600Energy Policy

13/01/2021WRE0170092. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his views in relation to energy security and climate action; the way in which this 
relates to a proposal to develop liquefied natural gas facilities at the Port of Cork; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [1352/21]

13/01/2021WRE01800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government sets out that, as Ireland moves towards carbon neutrality, it 
does not make sense to develop LNG terminals that import fracked gas. The Programme for 
Government is clear that the Government does not support the importation of fracked gas and 
commits to developing a policy statement to establish that approach.    This policy statement 
is being developed by my Department and includes consideration of any necessary legal and 
regulatory provisions. This includes detailed examination of the European energy and environ-
mental frameworks, in which our national laws operate, to ensure the policy statement will be 
legally robust. It is intended that the policy will apply to all LNG facilities in the State including 
the project referenced by the Deputy. Once finalised, I intend to bring the policy statement to 
Government for approval.  

In addition, my Department is carrying out a review of the security of energy supply of Ire-
land’s electricity and natural gas systems which is focusing on the period to 2030 in the context 
of ensuring a sustainable pathway to 2050. This review will include a detailed technical analy-
sis and a public consultation and I expect it to be completed by the end of this year. 

13/01/2021WRE01900National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRE0200093. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the 70 schools that are set to become broadband connection points by the end of the 
first quarter of 2021; the number of points envisaged to be created by the end of 2021 given the 
impact of Covid-19 by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1374/21]

13/01/2021WRE02100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of De-
cember, some 241 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and will be connected with high speed 
publicly accessible broadband through a service provider contract managed by the Depart-
ment of Rural and Community Development. School BCPs will be provided with high speed 
broadband for educational use and more than 70 schools will have been connected by the end 
of January through ‘service provider’ contracts managed by the Department of Education.   An 
acceleration of the schools aspect of the project was announced late last year and will see some 
679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original 
target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://
nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/

The list below details the primary schools that have to date been connected to a high speed 
broadband service through the NBP, along with those schools that it is expected will be con-
nected by end Q1 2021.  

County Site Name EIRCODE

CARLOW OUR LADY’S NATIONAL SCHOOL R93D340

CARLOW Saint Lazerian’s School Y21EC60

CAVAN CORLEA NATIONAL SCHOOL A82AT88

CAVAN LARAGH NATIONAL SCHOOL A82XD80

CAVAN GREAGHRAHAN NATIONAL SCHOOL H14CH74

CAVAN KILDALLAN NATIONAL SCHOOL H14Y902

CAVAN SAINT PATRICK’S SCHOOL H16X981
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County Site Name EIRCODE

CLARE Kilmurry McMahon Nat School V15D899

CLARE Shragh National School V15PY88

CLARE Ennistymon Nat School V95YP46

CLARE Stonehall Nat School V95EY06

CORK Ballycroneen Nat School P25TK38

CORK Clogagh Nat School P72EP38

DONEGAL DOAGHBEG NATIONAL SCHOOL F92D597

DONEGAL SCOIL NAOIMH COLUM F92ND30

DONEGAL DRUMFAD NATIONAL SCHOOL F92P683

DONEGAL SCOIL NAOMH CHOLMCILLE F92XV52

DONEGAL URBALREAGH NATIONAL SCHOOL F93PN44

DUBLIN BALSCADDEN NATIONAL SCHOOL K32VK33

GALWAY BALLINAKILL NATIONAL SCHOOL H62DK60

GALWAY BROWNSGROVE NATIONAL SCHOOL H54KA44

GALWAY MWEENISH NATIONAL SCHOOL H91Y8K0

GALWAY  Saint Joesph’s Nat School H91WY28

GALWAY Scoil Caomhain H91C967

GALWAY Saint Colman’s Nat School H91F8D2

GALWAY CAHERGAL NATIONAL SCHOOL H54C593

GALWAY SAINT MARY’S NATIONAL SCHOOL H53T291

GALWAY KILCROAN NATIONAL SCHOOL F45A099

GALWAY Briarhill National School H91E5C9

KERRY Boheeshil National School V93EC56

KERRY Dunloe Upper V93YN52

KERRY Coars National School V23Y597

KILDARE SAINT DAVID’S NATIONAL SCHOOL, PIPER’S HILL CAMPUS, KILLASHEE, 
NAAS, CO. KILDARE

W91AE26

KILDARE RATHMORE NATIONAL SCHOOL, RATHMORE WEST, NAAS, CO. KILDARE W91VK46

KILKENNY Saint Aidan’s National School R95XN76

KILKENNY LISTERLIN NATIONAL SCHOOL X91EA09

KILKENNY CREENKILL NATIONAL SCHOOL E41PW90

KILKENNY Saint Michael’s Primary School E41TD34

LAOIS St. Joseph’s National School R14E225

LAOIS Shanganamore National School R14K659

LAOIS Killadooley National School R32A726

LAOIS Knock National School. Spink. R32PT62

LAOIS Gaelscoil an Tali Dála R32TN62

LEITRIM Saint Michael’s Primary School F91YW25

LEITRIM Aughawillian National School N41E082

LIMERICK Limerick East Educate Together National School, Dromdarrig, Mungret, Co Limerick V9427P3

LIMERICK Gerald Griffin National School, Loughill. V94EK19

LIMERICK Tinnatarriff National School V94E670

LIMERICK Knocknadea National School V35DW73

LIMERICK Coolcappa National School. V42NT35

LIMERICK ANGLESBORO NATIONAL SCHOOL V35TX00

LIMERICK Mountcollins National School V94K036

LONGFORD Fermoyle National School N39E899

LONGFORD Naomh Guasachta National School (Bunlahy), Bunlahy, Ballinalee, Co. Longford N39KN92

LOUTH Walshestown National School A92CD53

LOUTH Saint Enda’s National School A81E267

MAYO Scoil Néifinn, Keenagh, Ballina, Co.Mayo F26XR04

MONAGHAN DRUMCORRIN NATIONAL SCHOOL H16AK79

MONAGHAN Drumgossatt National School A81X827

MONAGHAN SAINT MARY’S SCHOOL A75P033
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County Site Name EIRCODE

MONAGHAN SAINT BRIGIDS NATIONAL SCHOOL A75Y934

MONAGHAN ANNALITTEN NATIONAL SCHOOL A75YX46

MONAGHAN CONNONS NATIONAL SCHOOL H23EH04

OFFALY Shinrone National School R42XE30

OFFALY LUMCLOON N.S., LUMCLOON, CLOGHAN, CO. OFFALY R42Y744

ROSCOMMON Ballagh National School F42CF90

ROSCOMMON Termon National School F45K298

SLIGO CLOONLOO NATIONAL SCHOOL F52E288

SLIGO CALRY NATIONAL SCHOOL, (SAINT PATRICK’S NATIONAL SCHOOL) F91DP48

SLIGO ACHONRY NATIONAL SCHOOL F91WF65

SLIGO DROMORE WEST CENTRAL NATIONAL SCHOOL F26VW50

SLIGO SCOIL ASICUS NAOFA F91V003

SLIGO KNOCKMINNA NATIONAL SCHOOL F56TX23

SLIGO CORBALLA NATIONAL SCHOOL F26F582

SLIGO ST JOSEPHS NATIONAL SCHOOL F26FY07

TIPPERARY Poulacapple National School R95V324

TIPPERARY Killeen National School R42AK00

WATERFORD WHITECHURCH NATIONAL SCHOOL X35N560

WATERFORD FENOR NATIONAL SCHOOL X91VK31

WATERFORD Faithlegg National School X91TW82

WATERFORD Ballycurrane National School P36FR50

WATERFORD SAINT MARY’S NATIONAL SCHOOL X91KF85

WESTMEATH NAOMH MICHEAL N91FN29

WESTMEATH SCOIL NÁISIÚNTA BHRIDE N91PP71

WESTMEATH DALYSTOWN NATIONAL SCHOOL N91W207

WESTMEATH SCOIL NÁISIÚNTA AODHA NAOFA N91XF20

WICKLOW RATHCOYLE NATIONAL SCHOOL W91PN26

WICKLOW BALLINTEMPLE NATIONAL SCHOOL Y14Y248

WICKLOW SAINT KEVIN’S NATIONAL SCHOOL A98TR96

13/01/2021WRE02200Alternative Energy Projects

13/01/2021WRE0230094. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his Department’s position on using wave energy as a means of contributing to 
Ireland’s energy resource mix; the advancements in wave energy that have been considered by 
his Department to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1377/21]

13/01/2021WRE02400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The development of offshore renewable energy in our marine area will contribute towards the 
achievement of our 2030 and 2050 climate goals, while also having the potential to establish a 
valuable export market with tangible benefits to local marine users, neighboring coastal com-
munities and Irish companies.  The Programme for government commits to producing a plan 
setting out a path to achieve 5 GW of offshore wind by 2030. This plan will focus on utilising 
our existing energy and maritime infrastructure and will seek to create the right investment en-
vironment, while also supporting ocean energy research where necessary in the areas of floating 
wind, tidal, and wave power. Advancements in wave energy are monitored by the SEAI at a 
National, European, and Global level. Currently, no wave energy technology is sufficiently de-
veloped to be successfully/commercially integrated into Ireland’s energy generation mix. Wave 
energy is supported at national policy level through the Offshore Renewable Energy Develop-
ment Plan (OREDP), which has provided the basis for my Department supporting technology 
advancement in wave energy at device, sub-system component and auxiliary service level.
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13/01/2021WRE02500Energy Policy

13/01/2021WRE0260095. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he has commissioned a study on the effect of the current carbon taxes in reducing 
the use of fossil fuels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38839/20]

13/01/2021WRE02700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government commits to increasing the carbon tax by the amount of €7.50 
per tonne per annum to reach €100 per tonne by 2030, and to using a portion of the additional 
revenue generated to provide targeted social welfare increases and other initiatives to prevent 
fuel poverty amongst low-income families.    Research commissioned by my Department and 
published by the ESRI in 2019 has analysed the effects of increasing carbon taxes on the use of 
fossil fuels. The report, “The economic and distributional impacts of an increased carbon tax 
with different revenue recycling schemes,” published on 8 October 2019, found that an incre-
mental increase in the carbon tax reaching €80 per tonne in 2030, would help reduce economy-
wide emissions by approximately 15% in 2030, compared to no increase in the carbon tax. 

Building on this work, my Department commissioned further research in 2020 from the 
ESRI to examine the distributional benefits of utilising carbon tax receipts, including the impact 
of retrofitting on alleviating fuel poverty. As part of this programme of work, and on foot of a 
specific commitment in the Programme for Government, the ESRI published a report entitled, 
“Carbon taxes, poverty and compensation options,” on 13 October 2020. The report identified 
a series of targeted direct social protection payment interventions that could be used to address 
the effects an increase in the price of fossil fuels would have on lower income households and 
examined the effect of each of these.In addition to raising the level of carbon tax by €7.50 per 
tonne, the Government committed, in Budget 2021, to significant increases in a targeted pack-
age of social protection supports. These supports were selected to address the impact of the 
increased carbon tax, as identified by the ESRI in the report referred to above. The specific 
measures are:

- an increase to the Qualified Child Payment of €2 per week for children under 12, and €5 
per week for children over 12; 

- an increase in the Living Alone Allowance of €5 per week; and 

- an increase to the Fuel Allowance of €3.50 per week.The total cost of these interventions 
is expected to reach an estimated €153.5m in 2021. This will be part-funded by receipts from 
the increased carbon tax of €48m, with the remaining €105.5m cost to be funded by general 
Exchequer receipts. The analysis suggests that households in the first five income deciles will 
see increases in their disposable income as a result of these measures. Further information on 
these is measures is available on www.budget.gov.ie.

13/01/2021WRE02800Waste Management

13/01/2021WRE0290096. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the funding provided by the gum industry on an annual basis to assist with the cost of 
its removal; the corresponding figure for the tobacco industry; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1605/21]

13/01/2021WRE03000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Under the terms of an agreement with the Department in April 2018 the gum industry commit-
ted to spending €10.2m up to 2020 on awareness raising activities relating to the disposal of 
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their products. No funding is provided to my Department by the gum industry to assist in the 
removal of waste gum products.   In the Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy, published 
last September, I committed to introducing an Extended Producer Responsibility Scheme for 
the tobacco industry by January 2023.  This scheme, arising from the transposition of the Single 
Use Plastics Directive,  will oblige producers placing tobacco products containing plastic filters 
on the Irish market  to cover a range of costs. This will include costs associated with cleaning 
up litter, collection of products that are discarded in the public collection system  and the sub-
sequent transport and treatment of that litter and waste.

13/01/2021WRE03100Energy Usage

13/01/2021WRE0320097. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the current availability of grant aid for the replacement of peat burning stoves with 
pellet burning heating systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1627/21]

13/01/2021WRE03300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) administers a range of grant schemes to 
support homeowners to improve the energy efficiency of their properties.  Partial grants are 
available for individuals that can afford to contribute to the cost of upgrades as well as free ener-
gy efficiency retrofits for people at risk of energy poverty.  Since 2000, over 400,000 homeown-
ers have upgraded their homes with support from these schemes. This has resulted in warmer, 
healthier and more comfortable homes that are easier and cheaper to heat and light.  The 2021 
budget for SEAI residential and community schemes is €221.5 million – the largest ever alloca-
tion for these schemes.     SEAI grants encourage homeowners to reduce heat loss through the 
installation of insulation and ventilation in the first instance, before moving to replace heating 
systems.  This is in line with the fabric first principle and best practice.  

Grants for residential pellet burning heating systems are not available as an individual mea-
sure.  However, grants for pellet burning stoves are available when included as part of a wider 
energy efficiency upgrade under the Community Energy Grant Scheme and the National Ret-
rofit (One-stop-shop development) Scheme.  Stoves installed must meet certain requirements 
and specifications.  

The Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan set ambitious targets to ret-
rofit 500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of B2 and to install 400,000 heat pumps in 
existing buildings over the next 10 years. Heat pumps are an attractive and extremely efficient 
alternative to stoves. Furthermore, heat pumps are very economical to run offering lower energy 
costs to homeowners as well as reduced carbon emissions. 

Further information on SEAI grants is available at www.seai.ie/grants or by calling 1850 
927 000.

13/01/2021WRE03400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRE0350098. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he has read the recent NESC publication entitled Energy Transition Pathways and 
the Covid-19 Pandemic: An analysis of the green recovery responses in Denmark and Ireland. 
[42010/20]

13/01/2021WRE03600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) published a report, “Energy Transition 



Questions - Written Answers

58

Pathways and the COVID-19 Pandemic: An analysis of the ‘green recovery’ responses in Den-
mark and Ireland”, in November.    I note the report’s observation that Ireland and Denmark 
have embraced the energy transition as a way to diversify their energy supply, and as an indus-
trial strategy, and appear to be continuing along established trajectories towards decarbonising 
their electricity sectors. The report recognises the global disruption to economic and social pat-
terns from the pandemic and highlights Ireland and Denmark as positive examples of countries 
continuing to decarbonise their economies while taking action to repair the damage from the 
Covid 19 pandemic.

I believe that measures to return the Irish economy to the level of activity prior to the pan-
demic can also be used to promote the green transformation. The Government’s July Stimulus 
Package, containing the retrofitting initiative and the Green Enterprise Fund, is one such ex-
ample. 

The Government is committed to addressing climate change and responding to the Co-
vid-19 challenge as set out in the Programme for Government; I expect these commitments to 
be further addressed in the upcoming National Economic Plan and the review of the National 
Development Plan which is currently underway. 

13/01/2021WRE03700Electric Vehicles

13/01/2021WRE0380099. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his plans to increase the number of electric vehicle chargers for public use in County 
Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1659/21]

13/01/2021WRE03900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
In line with the Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan 2019, this Govern-
ment is fully committed to supporting a significant expansion and modernisation of the electric 
vehicle charging network over the coming years.

There are currently circa 650 standard public charge points and over 100 fast charge stations 
in Ireland (the majority of which are operated by the ESB). There are several public chargers 
in Co. Louth, including standard chargers in Dundalk, Blackrock and Drogheda amonst oth-
ers  and  fast chargers at the Northbound and Southbound M1 motorway services in Castlebel-
lingham. An interactive map showing ESB charger locations and their status can be found at 
www.esb.ie/ecars.

In addition, we have committed €10 million from the Climate Action Fund to promote the 
charging network across Ireland and this has leveraged a further €10 million investment from 
ESB. This intervention alone will result in: 

- 90 additional high power chargers (150kW), each capable of charging two vehicles

- 52 additional fast chargers (50kW), which may replace existing 22 kW standard chargers

- 264 replacement standard chargers (22kW) with more modern technology and with each 
consisting of two charge points

The high powered and fast chargers will be mainly concentrated on or near national roads 
and motorways to enable longer journeys to be completed. There has been two locations in Co 
Louth in which standard chargers have been replaced with fast chargers which include Bolton 
Square Public Car Park, Bolton Street, Drogheda and Public Car Park, Rampart Lane, Dundalk 
Co Louth.
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More information on these upgrades can be found at https://esb.ie/ecars/our-network/high-
power-charging-hubs.

My Department also supports the Public Charge Point Scheme which is administered through 
the SEAI and which will continue to be available during 2021 to provide local authorities with 
a grant of up to €5,000 to support the development of on-street public chargers. The primary 
focus of this scheme is to provide support for the installation of infrastructure which will facili-
tate owners of electric vehicles (EVs), who do not have access to a private parking space but 
rely on parking their vehicles in public places near their homes, to charge their EVs.    To date 
no chargers have been installed by local authorities under the scheme. The SEAI has, however, 
received a  completed application from Louth County Council to install 20 charge points. This 
application is currently being assessed for approval.                                                                  

Combined with an effective public charging network, Ireland’s home charging policy will 
help sustain and service the expected growth of electric vehicles on Irish roads. Charging at 
home accounts for around 80% of electric vehicle charging in Ireland and to support home 
charging, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), on behalf of my Department, 
administers an EV Home Charger Grant of up to €600 towards the purchase and installation of 
an EV home charger unit.

13/01/2021WRE04000National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRE04100100. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the plan in place by National Broadband Ireland for the roll-out of full 
broadband services to north-west County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1731/21]

13/01/2021WRE04200101. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the plan in place for broadband connections to schools in north-west County 
Cork; if areas adjacent to schools being considered will be included for connection; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1732/21]

13/01/2021WRE04300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 100 and 101 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband 
network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools.
Design work is complete or ongoing in target townlands across every county in Ireland with 
over 153,000 premises surveyed as of December last. This is ahead of the full year survey target 
of 120,000 that had been projected by the company. 

There are 79,424 premises within the intervention area for County Cork for the National 
Broadband Plan.  As of 21 December, some 16,132 (20 %) premises have been surveyed in 
the areas of Carrigaline, Fountainstown, Ballinhassig, Monkstown, and Upper Rochestown.  
Surveys have commenced in the area of Rahtmore in North West Cork and 65% of the surveys 
in the area are now complete.  Further details are available on specific areas across the country 
including County Cork through the NBI website which provides a facility for any premises 
within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided with deployment updates 
through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this facility will receive regular 
updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific updates related to their own 
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premises when works are due to commence.

I am aware that concerns have been raised regarding the level of information available on 
the deployment of the NBI network and I am advised that NBI is working to provide more detail 
on its website, with a rolling update on network build plans.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 21 
December, some 241 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and will be connected with high 
speed publicly accessible broadband through a service provider contract managed by the De-
partment of Rural and Community Development.  Bere Island Heritage Centre, Laharn Heritage 
Centre, Ballindangan Community Centre, Aghabullogue Community Centre, Castletownken-
neigh Community Centre, Lissavard Community Centre, Whitechurch Community Centre, T.o. 
Park  Labbamollaga, Ballydaly Community Hall, have now had NBI equipment installed, with 
more locations planned over the coming months. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/
bcp-locations/.

Clogagh and Ballycroneen National School in County Cork are planned for educational ac-
cess as part of this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Educa-
tion to prioritise other schools with no high speed broadband, within the intervention area for 
connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the Nation-
al Broadband Plan has just  been announced which will see almost 700  primary schools con-
nected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe 
of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/

13/01/2021WRE04500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRE04600102. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the details for his Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifi-
cally Covid-19-related work, services or advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1791/21]

13/01/2021WRE04700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department engaged QUADRA Ltd as consultants to assist in the preparation of a Covid 19 
Response Plan for the Department as required under the Return to Work Safely Protocol which 
was developed by the Health and Safety Authority (HSA), the Health Services Executive (HSE) 
and the Department of Health. QUADRA Ltd also provided advice specifically in relation to 
revised COVID19 compliant field procedures for GSI operations. The Department sourced the 
consultants from an Office of Government Procurement framework agreement.

13/01/2021WRE04800Greenhouse Gas Emissions

13/01/2021WRE04900103. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which meeting carbon reduction targets continues; if it is in line 
with or ahead of expectations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1883/21]

13/01/2021WRE05000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The 2009 EU Effort Sharing Decision established binding annual greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets for Member States for the period 2013 to 2020. For the year 2020 itself, the 
target set for Ireland is that emissions should be 20% below their value in 2005. According to 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s latest projections, our 2020 emissions could be 2% to 



13 January 2021

61

4% below 2005 levels, and we will need to avail of flexibilities in order to comply with our 
obligations. Covid-19 will undoubtedly impact our 2020 emissions, and this is not reflected in 
these projections.     The EU Effort Sharing Regulation EU/2018/842 (ESR) established bind-
ing annual greenhouse gas emission targets for Member States for the period 2021 to 2030. The 
final agreement sets Ireland a target of 30% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 
compared to 2005 levels. It is important to recognise that this target will be amended following 
the European Commission’s plan to increase ambition from its existing EU wide 2030 target 
of 40% reduction to at least 55%, compared to 1990 levels. Legislative proposals to implement 
the new EU 2030 target will be presented by June this year, and additional effort will be asked 
of all Member States, including Ireland.

As set out in the Programme for Government, we are committed to an average 7% per an-
num reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions from 2021 to 2030, equivalent to a 51% 
reduction over the decade and to achieving net zero emissions by 2050, in line with EU ambi-
tions.  

As Minister for Climate Action, I will lead on delivering this ambition, which will more 
than halve our carbon emissions over the course of the decade. With the increased scale and 
depth of this ambition, new strategies will be needed to sustain a reduction trajectory that will 
increase over time. I am working with colleagues across Government to develop a new Climate 
Action Plan, with additional initiatives in every sector to bring about the significant change 
needed to transform our society. The Climate Action Plan will require annual revisions to ad-
dress the need for intensive and regular monitoring and updating of policy actions to ensure we 
remain on track and within our emission limits, and will act as a further review mechanism and 
opportunity to adjust and refocus actions, as required.

13/01/2021WRE05100Energy Production

13/01/2021WRE05200104. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which the national grid currently relies and draws on renewable 
energy as a percentage of total requirement; if he has in mind specific proposals in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1884/21]

13/01/2021WRE05300106. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which the national electricity grid currently relies on the vari-
ous renewable components in respect of electricity generation; the extent to which hydro, solar, 
biomass and wind on and offshore currently contribute to the requirements of the grid; his plans 
if any to augment production at all or either levels; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [1886/21]

13/01/2021WRE05400107. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which the national electricity grid continues to rely on fossil 
electricity generated fuels; the degree to which this reliability has fluctuated in recent years to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1887/21]

13/01/2021WRE05500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 104, 106 and 107 together.

The Programme for Government provides that a reliable supply of safe, secure and clean 
energy is essential in order to deliver a phase-out of fossil fuels. The Government is committed 
to the rapid decarbonisation of the energy sector and will take the necessary action to deliver at 
least 70% renewable electricity by 2030. 
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The Sustainable Energy Authority Ireland (SEAI) published their Energy in Ireland report 
in December 2020, which is available at www.seai.ie.  Table 12 and Table 17 on pages 35 and 
50, respectively, of the report show the breakdown of electricity generated by fuel type.  The 
tables give the shares of both fossil fuel and renewable energy components of electricity gener-
ated.  The share of electricity generated by renewables was 37.6% in 2019, up from 33.0% in 
2018. Wind was the largest share of renewable electricity at 32% with hydro at 2.8% and other 
renewables including biomass at 2.7%.    

The Climate Action Plan included a commitment to deliver at least 3.5 GW of offshore wind 
by 2030, up to 8.2 GW of onshore wind and up to 1.5 GW of solar; the Programme for Govern-
ment commits to a further increase in offshore wind deployment to 5 GW by 2030.The National 
Energy and Climate Plan (NECP) (Table 6 of the Plan) sets out estimated trajectories by renew-
able energy technology in order to achieve the overall and sectoral trajectories for renewable 
energy from 2021 to 2030. 

These technology levels are indicative and for electricity the level of each technology will 
be driven by technology costs and competitive auctions under the Renewable Electricity Sup-
port Scheme (RESS) as well as major private sector funding through Corporate Power Purchase 
Agreements.The results of the first RESS auction were approved by Government in September 
2020, with 82 approved projects made up of  479MW of onshore wind energy projects and 
796MW of solar energy projects.

The Government is committed to achieving net zero emissions by 2050 and an annual re-
duction of 7% in overall greenhouse gas emissions to 2030, including through maximising the 
amount of renewable energy on the grid. Future advances in system flexibility, storage tech-
nologies including batteries and green hydrogen as well as regional and international intercon-
nection will enable very high levels of renewable electricity on our grid.

13/01/2021WRE05600Wind Energy Generation

13/01/2021WRE05700105. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which the offshore wind energy sector is progressing to meet its 
targets within the next ten years with particular reference to the progress to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1885/21]

13/01/2021WRE05800120. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which wave and offshore wind electricity generation is being 
pursued as an alternative to reliance on fossil fuels; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [1901/21]

13/01/2021WRE05900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 105 and 120 together.

The development of offshore renewable energy in our marine area will contribute towards 
the achievement of our 2030 and 2050 climate goals, while also having the potential to estab-
lish a valuable export market with tangible benefits to local marine users, neighbouring coastal 
communities and Irish companies. 

The Programme for government commits to producing a plan setting out a path to achieve 
5 GW of offshore wind by 2030. This plan will focus on utilising our existing energy and mari-
time infrastructure and will seek to create the right investment environment, while also support-
ing ocean energy research where necessary in the areas of floating wind, tidal, and wave power. 
Realising the potential of our offshore resources requires significant work to develop the legal, 
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regulatory and economic regime. The Programme for Government commits to taking the fol-
lowing steps in this regard:  Holding the first Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) 
auction for offshore wind this year;• Giving cross-government priority to the drafting of the 
Marine Planning and Development Management Bill;• Producing a whole-of-government plan 
setting out how we will deliver at least 70% renewable electricity by 2030 and how we will 
develop the necessary skills base, supply chains, legislation, and infrastructure to enable it.

In addition, the preparation and publication of a second Offshore Renewable Energy De-
velopment Plan (OREDP 2), is planned by my Department to account for technology develop-
ments, new environmental requirements and policy developments since the original plan was 
published in 2014.This will include updating the assessment of the potential for wind and wave 
energy in the offshore area.

  Questions Nos. 106 and 107 answered with Question No. 104.

13/01/2021WRE06200National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRE06300108. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which high-speed broadband is being made available to various 
industrial parks throughout the country in order to facilitate the increasing number of persons 
who may require the option of working from home or at a location close to their homes that 
can provide the modern facilities required and an element of office environment without long 
distance commuting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1889/21]

13/01/2021WRE06400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband net-
work within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools.
Noting that the fibre roll-out is a long-term project, Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) were 
seen as a key early element of the NBP that could provide access to high speed broadband in 
every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network.  As of 21 December, 
241 publicly accessible BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband ser-
vice will be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the 
Department of Rural and Community Development.  Services will vary at each BCP location 
– some sites will have desks and other equipment which can be used for remote working while 
others will have outside access only. Information is on a site by site basis and can be found via 
the map.  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5634d-national-broadband-plan-map/  

Any works that are required in the relevant buildings to cater for remote working will be 
carried out by the owners of the BCP with assistance, both financial and otherwise, from the 
Local Authority and local LEADER office.

An interdepartmental working group, chaired by the Department of Rural and Community 
Development is currently progressing work on hub infrastructure and development of remote 
working hubs. In that regard BCPs are only a subset of a much larger hub infrastructure. This 
Working Group will be looking towards enhancing a national hub infrastructure that provides a 
fair level of geographical access and a level of service that is appropriate given ongoing devel-
opments to future working arrangements.

13/01/2021WRE06500National Broadband Plan
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13/01/2021WRE06600109. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which the national broadband plan continues at pace including 
the linking up of the various areas throughout the country in which the greatest efficiency oc-
curs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1890/21]

13/01/2021WRE06700112. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which high-speed, high-quality broadband is available through-
out the country as a percentage of the total requirement; the progress towards dealing with the 
areas most poorly served at present; his anticipated targets by year end; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1893/21]

13/01/2021WRE06800114. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which he expects to meet the targets set for the provision of a 
satisfactory broadband service in all areas throughout the country; the measures being taken to 
address locations of particular deficiency in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1895/21]

13/01/2021WRE06900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 109, 112 and 114 together.

As of December over 153,000 premises across all counties have been surveyed by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI)  which is ahead of the full year survey target of 120,000 that had been 
projected by the company. 

Nationally, NBI has construction underway on the first 19,237 premises, covering town-
lands in Carrigaline, Cavan, Galway, Limerick and Ballinasloe. The first connections to the NBI 
network have already been made as part of a test and trial phase in Carrigaline, which in some 
cases include successful integration with a Retail Service Provider (RSP), with additional trial 
premises planned to be connected in January. NBI is targeting construction to have commenced 
in all 26 counties at the end of 2021, with construction actively underway in 41 Deployment 
Areas, covering approximately 130,000 premises.

As a wholesale provider, NBI will work with RSPs to provide connections directly to cus-
tomers and a list of all providers will be available on NBI’s website – nbi.ie/where-can-i-buy 
– once a connection can be ordered. In the meantime, NBI encourages people to register their 
interest via the website, so they can be notified with the latest information. 

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of De-
cember, some 241 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and will be connected with high speed 
publicly accessible broadband through a service provider contract managed by the Department 
of Rural and Community Development. School BCPs will be provided with high speed broad-
band for educational use and some 70 schools will be connected by the end of January through 
‘service provider’ contracts managed by the Department of Education.

The Programme for Government has committed to seek to accelerate the roll out of the Na-
tional Broadband Plan. In this regard, my Department continues to engage with NBI to explore 
the feasibility of accelerating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bringing for-
ward premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier 
date. NBI has established a dedicated team to investigate acceleration of the rollout from its 
current contracted schedule of seven years. Substantial work has been completed by this team 
to date with further actions scheduled over the coming months. This includes an assessment of 
the potential to utilise the ESB Network for certain areas and this work is on-going. The tech-
nical feasibility of whether the ESB network is compatible with the NBI solution has been the 
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primary focus and NBI have undertaken site surveys and developed a detailed design for a pilot 
area using the ESB network, with the aim of establishing from this pilot exercise, the feasibility 
of using the ESB infrastructure on a broader basis.

13/01/2021WRE07000National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRE07100110. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which the national broadband plan continues at pace including 
the linking up of the urban and rural areas throughout County Kildare in which the greatest ef-
ficiency occurs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1891/21]

13/01/2021WRE07200113. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which high-speed, high-quality broadband is available through-
out County Kildare as a percentage of the total requirement; the progress towards dealing with 
the areas most poorly served at present; his anticipated targets by year end; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1894/21]

13/01/2021WRE07300115. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which he expects to meet the targets set for the provision of a sat-
isfactory broadband service in all areas throughout County Kildare; the measures being taken 
to address locations of particular deficiency in this regard; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1896/21]

13/01/2021WRE07400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 110, 113 and 115 together.

As of 21 December 2020, over 153,000 premises across all counties have been surveyed by 
National Broadband Ireland (NBI)  which is ahead of the full year survey target of 120,000 that 
had been projected by the company. 

There are 13,859 premises in Kildare that are within the intervention area for the National 
Broadband Plan. As of December some 2,818 (20%) have been surveyed in the following areas; 
Killashee, Oughterard, Naas Rural, Rathmore, Kill, Kilteel, Carnalway, Gilltown, Ballymore 
Eustace, Bodenstown, Naas Urban, Newtown and Donaghcumper. Surveys will be commenc-
ing in the areas of Athy, Coneyboro, Aughaboura, Ballinapark, Castlemitchell, Bert, Kilberry 
and Kilkea. Further details are available on specific areas across the country including Kildare 
through the NBI website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area 
to register their interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.
nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by 
NBI on delivering the network and specific updates related to their own premises when works 
are due to commence.

I am aware that concerns have been raised regarding the level of information available on 
the deployment of the NBI network and I am advised that NBI is working to provide more detail 
on its website, with a rolling update on network build plans.

Nationally, NBI has construction underway to provide access to the new fibre network to the 
first 19,237 premises covering townlands in Carrigaline, Cavan, Galway, Limerick and Bal-
linasloe.  NBI is targeting construction of the fibre network to commence in all 26 counties by 
the end of 2021.Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP provid-
ing high speed broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home 
network. As of 21 December, some 241 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and will be con-
nected with high speed publicly accessible broadband through a service provider contract man-
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aged by the Department of Rural and Community Development. Lullymore Heritage Park and 
Bigstone Community Hall have now had NBI equipment installed with more locations planned 
over the coming months. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.

Rathmore National School has also had NBI equipment installed for educational access as 
part of this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to 
prioritise other schools with no high speed broadband, within the intervention area for con-
nection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National 
Broadband Plan has just  been announced which will see some 679 primary schools connected 
to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. 
Further details are available on the NBI website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/

13/01/2021WRF00200National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRF00300111. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which the national broadband plan continues to address the is-
sues of the lack of high-speed broadband in areas in County Kildare in both urban and rural 
settings, having particular regard to the need to facilitate persons working from home or from 
industrial parks close to home given the challenges of the need to reduce long commutes and 
meet the challenges of Covid-19; the extent to which the linking up of the areas previously ex-
periencing poor service with those areas now in receipt of optimum services in terms of quality 
and availability is occurring; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1892/21]

13/01/2021WRF00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband net-
work within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 

Noting that the fibre roll-out is a long-term project, Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) 
were seen as a key early element of the NBP that could provide access to high speed broadband 
in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network.  As of 21 December, 
241 publicly accessible BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband 
service will be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by 
the Department of Rural and Community Development. For Kildare, Bigstone Community Hall 
has been connected by the retail service provider with Lullymore Heritage Park being connect-
ed shortly. The locations of Crookstown Further Education and Training and the Community 
Centre in Back Gate Lodge Kilkea Demesne Castledermot will be connected by the end of Q1. 

Services will vary at each BCP location – some sites will have desks and other equipment 
which can be used for remote working while others will have outside access only. Information 
is on a site by site basis and can be found via the map. https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5634d-
national-broadband-plan-map/

Any works that are required in the relevant buildings to cater for remote working will be 
carried out by the owners of the BCP with assistance, both financial and otherwise, from the 
Local Authority and local LEADER office.

An interdepartmental working group, chaired by the Department of Rural and Community 
Development is currently progressing work on hub infrastructure and development of remote 
working hubs. In that regard BCPs are only a subset of a much larger hub infrastructure. This 
Working Group will be looking towards enhancing a national hub infrastructure that provides a 
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fair level of geographical access and a level of service that is appropriate given ongoing devel-
opments to future working arrangements.

The Department has met with Broadband Officers in local authorities in relation to prem-
ises in the BLUE area where performance issues were raised.  The Department is continuing to 
monitor the BLUE areas and has encouraged the Broadband Officers to contact the Broadband 
inbox (broadband@decc.gov.ie) with specific examples of premises or known areas that have 
been identified where performance issues exist.

  Question No. 112 answered with Question No. 109.

  Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 110.

  Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 109.

  Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 110.

13/01/2021WRF00900Greenhouse Gas Emissions

13/01/2021WRF01000116. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which he expects to meet carbon reduction targets in the trans-
port, agriculture and other sectors without damaging Ireland’s economic capacity; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1897/21]

13/01/2021WRF01100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Emissions from the transport and agriculture sectors fall within the EU Effort Sharing target 
framework.  

The 2009 EU Effort Sharing Decision established binding annual greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets for Member States for the period 2013 to 2020. For the year 2020 itself, the 
target set for Ireland is that emissions should be 20% below their value in 2005. According to 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s latest projections, our 2020 emissions could be 2% to 
4% below 2005 levels, and we will need to avail of flexibilities in order to comply with our 
obligations. Covid-19 will undoubtedly impact our 2020 emissions, and this is not reflected in 
these projections.  

The EU Effort Sharing Regulation EU/2018/842 (ESR) established binding annual green-
house gas emission targets for Member States for the period 2021 to 2030. The final agreement 
sets Ireland a target of 30% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 compared to 2005 
levels. It is important to recognise that this target will be amended following the European 
Commission’s plan to increase ambition from its existing EU wide 2030 target of 40% reduc-
tion to at least 55%, compared to 1990 levels. As set out in the Programme for Government, 
we are committed to an average 7% per annum reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions 
from 2021 to 2030, equivalent to a 51% reduction over the decade and to achieving net zero 
emissions by 2050, in line with EU ambitions. 

As Minister for Climate Action, I will lead on delivering this ambition, which will more 
than halve our carbon emissions over the course of the decade. With the increased scale and 
depth of this ambition, new strategies will be needed to sustain a reduction trajectory that will 
increase over time. I am working with colleagues across Government to develop a new Climate 
Action Plan, with additional initiatives in every sector, including transport and agriculture, to 
bring about the significant change needed to transform our society.
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By putting climate action and sustainability at the heart of our policy development, the re-
covery from the Covid crisis presents an opportunity to embed structural shifts that will benefit 
our economy and people through the adoption of green technologies and innovations. This 
transformation is essential to securing Ireland’s economic capacity into the future in all sectors, 
as we move from reliance on a now redundant greenhouse gas intensive economic model.

13/01/2021WRF01200Air Quality

13/01/2021WRF01300117. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which air quality continues to be monitored; the extent of the 
deterioration quality in all areas throughout the country; the areas most seriously affected; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1898/21]

13/01/2021WRF01400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Environmental Protection Agency is responsible for monitoring ambient air quality in Ire-
land via the national Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Programme 2017-2022 (AAMP). Under 
this programme the national monitoring network has undergone a significant upgrade in recent 
years and has been expanded from 30 stations in 2017 to 88 by the end of 2020. All stations col-
lect air quality data for a range of pollutants in order to provide information to the public, and 
for assessment against European legal limit values and World Health Organisation guideline 
values. 

Real-time data from these monitoring stations is available online at all times at www.air-
quality.ie and the most recent report on Ireland’s air quality can be found at https://www.epa.ie/
pubs/reports/air/quality/epaairqualityreport2019.html. 

Air quality in Ireland is generally good, and compares favourably with other European coun-
tries. Significant reductions in emissions have already been achieved through a range of policy 
measures and other developments. However, as more comprehensive, real-time, localised air 
quality information becomes available through the AAMP, it is apparent that there are key pol-
lutants which still need to be addressed more comprehensively.

To this end my Department is currently working to finalise Ireland’s first National Clean Air 
Strategy which I intend to publish in the coming weeks. The Strategy will provide the policy 
framework necessary to identify and promote the integrated measures and actions across Gov-
ernment that are required to reduce air pollution and promote cleaner air, while delivering on 
wider national objectives.

13/01/2021WRF01500Waste Management

13/01/2021WRF01600118. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the extent to which the national waste management plan continues to address 
the relevant issues, with particular reference to reduction, reuse and recycle; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1899/21]

13/01/2021WRF01700119. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the degree to which landfill remains a major part of waste disposal; the extent 
to which it has been replaced by incineration and or recycling; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1900/21]

13/01/2021WRF01800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
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I propose to take Questions Nos. 118 and 119 together.   

European, national and regional waste management policy is predicated on the waste hierar-
chy as set out in Article 4 of the 2008 Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC), whereby the 
prevention, preparing for reuse, recycling and other recovery of waste are preferred options to 
the disposal or landfilling of waste. 

Ireland’s recycling rate for municipal waste was 38% in 2018, while our landfill rate for 
municipal waste was just 14% in 2018, representing a significant reduction from the 2017 fig-
ure of 23% and continuing the ongoing welcome decline from the 62% recorded for 2008. 43% 
of municipal waste was incinerated for energy recovery in 2018, significantly higher than the 
32% recorded for 2017. Just 7% of municipal waste was incinerated as recently as 2012. Sig-
nificantly more residual waste is now used as a fuel (energy recovery) than disposed to landfill. 
Further information is available at http://www.epa.ie/nationalwastestatistics/municipal/

New waste management targets in the EU Landfill Directive require Member States to re-
duce the amount of municipal waste going to landfill to 10% or less of the total amount of mu-
nicipal waste generated (by weight) by 2035. In addition, amendments to the Waste Framework 
Directive require that recycling rates of 55%, 60% and 65% of municipal waste (by weight) 
must be achieved by 2025, 2030 and 2035 respectively. 

I launched a Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy in September 2020.  This represents 
a step change in our approach to waste in Ireland, as it shifts the focus away from management 
to a fuller reconsideration of how we use resources and materials.  The measures in the Plan are 
intended to minimise the amount of waste generated, eliminating waste before it can be created 
and diverting as much as possible to beneficial reuse or recovery and will help us deliver on our 
national targets.

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 105.

13/01/2021WRF02100Bus Services

13/01/2021WRF02200121. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport his plans to address the signifi-
cant cash flow pressures that private bus operators are experiencing and are likely to continue 
to experience over 2021 (details supplied). [44989/20]

13/01/2021WRF02250Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Firstly I would like to reassure the Dep-
uty that both the National Transport Authority (NTA) and my Department have been engaging 
directly with commercial bus operators throughout the crisis to help inform policy decisions 
in relation to the public transport sector as we continue to deal with the impact of Covid-19. In 
this context, both the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport & Media; and my 
Department have been liaising with the Coach Tourism & Transport Council of Ireland (CTTC) 
since early May - 11 meetings have taken place, and a further meeting is scheduled for the com-
ing days.

I am aware of the very difficult business environment that the commercial operators have 
been facing. Indeed, across Government we are acutely aware that the Covid-19 situation pres-
ents huge challenges for many business sectors.

Public transport is a key facilitator of interaction in the economy and society. It is an ef-
ficient and sustainable way of getting people to work, education, shopping and other social 
engagements. The essential nature of these services has been acknowledged a number of times 
by the Government in recent months, most notably in the decision to provide additional funding 
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for public service obligation, PSO, services and the introduction of temporary funding mea-
sures for the licensed bus sector. 

These temporary funding supports have been introduced to help ease the financial pressure 
on operators arising from the fall in passenger numbers and associated drop in fare revenue as a 
result of Covid-19. They are aimed at ensuring the continued operation of essential licensed bus 
services for a period of up to six months and are targeted at covering the gap between specified 
costs and the revenues generated on the services. The supports are targeted at those classes of 
bus services where a clear public interest justification supports such intervention, in line with 
relevant state aid considerations. The NTA, as the public transport licensing agency, is respon-
sible for administering the funding support through contracts with the relevant operators.

These supports are in addition to the suite of other financial support measures that the Gov-
ernment has introduced to help mitigate the impact of Covid-19, including the pandemic un-
employment payment which operators can avail of and which remains open to new applicants 
until the end of March 2021 and a Covid-19 enterprise support grant which can be put towards 
the costs associated with reopening a business, including the purchase of cleaning materials and 
personal protective equipment. 

Other measures introduced includes rates waivers, lending facilities, equity injection and 
business advisory supports, all of which will help to improve cash flow. The Department of 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation has also set up on online tool to help support Irish start-ups 
and SMEs to navigate the range of Government supports and identify which support may be 
most relevant to their business.

Concerning coach tourism - a fund of €10m was made available under the July Stimulus 
package to assist the Coach Tourism sector. The Coach Tourism Business Continuity Scheme is 
administered by Fáilte Ireland and is under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Tourism, 
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Catherine Martin.

13/01/2021WRF02400Vehicle Clamping

13/01/2021WRF02500122. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport if instruction will be given 
to county and city councils as to whether clamping is discontinued for the duration of the public 
health lockdown. [1436/21]

13/01/2021WRF02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): It 
is not a matter for myself, as Minister of State for Transport, to issue such an instruction to the 
local authorities.

13/01/2021WRF02700Air Services Provision

13/01/2021WRF02800123. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to the soaring cost of air freight and the immediate negative effect being experienced by 
exporters in getting their goods to the markets and the threat to exporting companies and busi-
nesses of the loss of valuable contracts; if direct financial support will be offered to companies 
and businesses experiencing difficulty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1700/21]

13/01/2021WRF02900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic there 
has been a decrease in air cargo capacity linked to the reduction in passenger services. A sub-
stantial share of air cargo was previously transported in the belly hold of such passenger air-
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craft. The loss of that capacity means that there a likelihood of increasing upward pressure on 
air cargo rates. 

Direct financial support has already ready been made available to all sectors of the economy, 
through the State supports established as a result of COVID-19.  Officials in my Department 
continue to engage on a daily basis with our airlines, airports, regulators and all relevant stake-
holders to seek to alleviate the severe impact that the COVID-19 crisis is having on the sector 
and its capability to continue to support essential cargo and passenger movements.

13/01/2021WRF03000Driver Test

13/01/2021WRF03100124. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Transport his plans to deal with drivers 
with learner permits who cannot take the driver test; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44651/20]

13/01/2021WRF03200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department is in constant contact with the Road Safety Authority since the start of the pan-
demic regarding all of its services, the impact of Covid-19 on those services, and how they can 
best be maintained in the current circumstances. 

Due to suspension of driver testing services in the first 2020 lockdown, along with the health 
protocols since resumption of service and the further curtailing of services during subsequent 
level 5 restrictions, a significant backlog has developed. The need to once again return to level 
5 restrictions for reasons of public health will inevitably impact further on delays to driver test-
ing. During the level 5 period, driving tests will be available only to those who are involved in 
essential services, including essential retail work.   

While the service is limited during level 5 restrictions, the Road Safety Authority is exam-
ining ways of increasing the number of tests within health constraints with an eye to resuming 
wider testing after level 5. This includes increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce 
and, over time, eliminate the backlog.

In this regard, I am pleased to say my Department has recently given sanction for the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA) to commence recruitment of 40 temporary driver testers.  These new 
hires will be in addition to the 36 temporary testers who I previously gave sanction to rehire 
during 2020. 

The possible extension of driving licences is currently under consideration in Europe due to 
Covid-19. The possible extension of learner permits is also under consideration.  Decisions on 
these issues are expected shortly.

The Road Safety Authority (RSA) , through the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS), 
has expanded the online facility to accommodate all driving licence and learner permit appli-
cations to enable accessibility online rather than by calling to an office. A verified MyGovID 
account, which requires a Public Services Card, is needed to access the online system.

13/01/2021WRF03300Tax Exemptions

13/01/2021WRF03400125. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport if owners of com-
mercial vehicles that have been off the road due to Covid-19 restrictions and whose businesses 
(details supplied) are unable to open are being given the option to tax their commercial vehicles 
on a temporary or short-term basis in order to start to reopen without having to pay a full year’s 
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road tax given they have had no earnings since March 2020; if consideration is being given to 
a retrospective grace period for road tax for vehicles off the road due to Covid-19 restrictions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44665/20]

13/01/2021WRF03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Mo-
tor tax is payable on an annual, half-yearly or quarterly basis.

There is a facility in place to declare a vehicle off the road where it is not going to be in use 
in a public place. 

The Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act came into effect on 1 July 2013.  The primary purpose 
of the Act was to replace a system whereby a vehicle was declared off the road retrospectively, 
which was unverifiable, with a system under which a vehicle must be declared off the road in 
advance.

Under the provisions of the Act, a declaration must be made in the last month of an existing 
motor tax disc or renewed in the last month of a previously made declaration of non-use. The 
declaration can be made for any number of calendar months between 3 and 12 months i.e. it 
cannot be made for a period of 1 or 2 months.  However, if a vehicle is subsequently required to 
be put back on the road, the declaration can be broken at any time simply by taxing the vehicle.

Where a declaration is not made in advance, arrears of motor tax must be paid in full and 
motor tax paid for a minimum of 3 months before a declaration of non-use can then be made in 
the final month of the tax disc.  

There are no plans to re-introduce retrospective declarations of non-use or to provide for the 
waiving of arrears of motor tax.

13/01/2021WRF03600Bus Services

13/01/2021WRF03700126. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the status of the roll-out 
of 24-hour bus routes in south Dublin including Dún Laoghaire and Rathdown; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44726/20]

13/01/2021WRF03800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) and I have forward-
ed the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a response within ten working days.

13/01/2021WRF03900Greenhouse Gas Emissions

13/01/2021WRF04000127. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44740/20]

13/01/2021WRF04100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As transport accounts for 20% of Ire-
land’s national emissions, the decarbonisation of the sector is of critical importance for Ireland 
to achieve our emissions reductions targets and goals. In 2019 about half of transport carbon 
emissions originated from the passenger car fleet, while the heavy and light duty freight sectors 
together accounted for about a further 26% of Irish land transport emissions. Public transport 
(bus, rail and taxi) vehicles were responsible for approximately 4.5% of transport emissions.



13 January 2021

73

Maximum impact in emission savings can therefore be achieved in the private car and freight 
sectors, by promoting a shift away from higher emitting and more polluting vehicles and fuels 
towards zero or low emission alternatives, and by assisting citizens to make the switch to active 
travel (walking and cycling). The transition of the public transport fleet (including buses, heavy 
rail and the taxi sector) to low-emitting technologies also plays a significant leadership and 
demonstration role in reducing emissions, in normalising alternative transport technologies, 
and in reducing air and noise pollutant emissions, particularly in Ireland’s towns and cities. 

Given the complexities of the sector, and the varying maturity-levels of low emitting tech-
nologies for different vehicle types and uses, no single technology holds the key to the decar-
bonisation of transport. A range of technologies and strategies will be required to meet emis-
sions reduction targets and to transition Irish transport to cleaner, more sustainable alternatives.

The Government has introduced a range of instruments and strategies to assist the necessary 
transition of the transport sector to sustainable alternatives. Underpinning all of these is the 
Government’s recognition that clean mobility strategies require technical, evidence-based and 
innovative solutions. As Ireland is largely a transport technology taker, my Department is also 
monitoring international and national developments in emerging low and zero-emission tech-
nologies, such as the potential future role of renewable hydrogen in transport, and the recent 
European Commission call for participation in a study on potential emission reduction through 
the retrofitting of existing passenger cars and vans.

Given the urgency of reducing emissions from the transport sector, my Department wel-
comes the development and implementation of such technologies and initiatives. Where such 
technologies involve the modification of existing vehicles, due consideration must, of course, 
be given to the safety and effectiveness of any modifications. Vehicle owners or operators must 
also meet their legal obligation to ensure that their vehicle is maintained in a roadworthy condi-
tion, regardless of the system of propulsion or the fuel used. 

The Deputy will also be aware that my colleague the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment and his Department plays an important role providing start-ups with advice and 
support.  I also understand that a meeting between the individual concerned and officials in my 
Department is being arranged.

13/01/2021WRF04200Rail Network

13/01/2021WRF04300128. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Transport if he has commenced a fea-
sibility study on the double tracking of the rail line connecting Athenry to Galway city; and if 
not, when he expects to do so. [44743/20]

13/01/2021WRF04400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I can confirm to the Deputy that the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) is funding a feasibility study in relation to service capacity 
on the Athenry to Galway corridor. The study will assess the optimal solution to increase fre-
quency/capacity between Galway and Athenry on the Galway line.

I am informed that the tender process launched late last year and contracts will be awarded 
next month, with the study expected to conclude by Q3. The study is likely to identify a signifi-
cant package of works to improve this section of rail line. 

13/01/2021WRF04500Departmental Contracts
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13/01/2021WRF04600129. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport if his Department or State 
agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded contracts to a company (details sup-
plied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered for; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44796/20]

13/01/2021WRF04700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department can confirm that this 
company is not a registered supplier of services to the Department of Transport. No contracts 
have been awarded by my Department to this company. 

13/01/2021WRF04800Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRF04900130. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Transport the number of capital project 
contracts final accounts that have exceeded the tender value by more than 20% in each of the 
years 2010 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44815/20]

13/01/2021WRF05000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  TII is, 
therefore, responsible for the distribution of funds under the Capital Programme for the imple-
mentation of the National Roads Programme in accordance with Project Ireland 2040, within 
the framework of the NDP. This is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the 
necessary statutory approvals. 

I also, as Minister for Transport, have responsibility for policy and overall funding in rela-
tion to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility 
for the planning and development of public transport infrastructure. Many capital rail infra-
structure projects are operational matter for Iarnród Éireann (IÉ).

Noting TII’s responsibility in relation to the National Roads Programme and the responsi-
bility of the NTA and IÉ in relation to public transport, I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to them for direct reply. Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days. 

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads (RLR) is the statutory re-
sponsibility of the relevant local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of 
the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from Council’s own resources supple-
mented by State road grants. The initial selection and prioritisation of works is a matter for 
decision by the local authority.

Because of the major cutbacks in funding for regional and local roads during the post-
2008 recession, the Strategic Grant Programme relating to significant regional and local road 
improvement projects was curtailed from 2013 until provision was made in the 2016 Capital 
Investment Plan to restart a modest programme. Schemes are being managed on a programme 
basis with phased implementation taking account of the profile of annual capital allocations.

Four RLR projects have been completed in the period 2010 to 2020 and the final cost of the 
construction contract for one of those projects exceeded the tender value by more than 20%. In 
the case of that project the uplift on the original tender price was 21%.  

13/01/2021WRF05100Rail Network
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13/01/2021WRF05200131. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport if there are future plans to 
use the trainline in Duleek, east County Meath, which is currently in use by a company (details 
supplied) on the old Navan to Drogheda line for commuter purposes; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44831/20]

13/01/2021WRF05300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann, in conjunction with the Na-
tional Transport Authority, and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

13/01/2021WRF05400Motor Insurance Data

13/01/2021WRF05500132. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the deadline for comple-
tion of the project regarding the motor third party liability database that is intended to facilitate 
An Garda Síochána in detecting uninsured drivers which was originally legislated for in 2010 
and had an original completion deadline of quarter 4 of 2018. [44832/20]

13/01/2021WRF05600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I would like to thank the Deputy for rais-
ing this.  I think we both agree on the importance of robust tools to address uninsured drivers, 
who are not only acting illegally and putting a burden of cost on law-abiding drivers, but are 
often also drivers who are also behaving dangerously in other ways.

As I have indicated before, the legislation in this area has been problematic since it was 
first passed in 2010.  As the project evolved it became clear that the legislation needed further 
amendment, which was done first in 2016, and then again in 2018.  

The project has reached a point where I think we can be clear on the final legislative needs, 
and I have indicated that I expect this to be addressed in the forthcoming Road Traffic (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Bill, which I expect to publish in the New Year.  The Deputy will appreciate 
that this is not straightforward or simple to legislate for, touching as it does not only on road 
traffic law, with both domestic and EU aspects, but also the evolving regulatory environment for 
personal data and requiring the use of both State and privately-held records.  I look forward to 
seeing the database fully operational.  It will, as the Deputy says, provide a valuable tool for the 
Garda in addressing uninsured driving, will make our roads safer, and also I hope bring down 
insurance costs for the honest regular driver.   

13/01/2021WRF05700Bus Services

13/01/2021WRF05800133. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Transport the time-frame for the 
provision of funding and for the commencement of services for the Carlow town bus service 
project, which now sits at the top of the list of recommended projects for funding by the NTA; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44858/20]

13/01/2021WRF05900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 
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The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally and for the allocation of associated fund-
ing to the relevant transport operators.  Therefore, the issue raised is a matter for the NTA and I 
have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the Authority for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.  

13/01/2021WRF06000Bus Services

13/01/2021WRF06100134. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport the service improvements 
that are planned for the No. 115 Bus Éireann service to Kilcock, County Kildare, in 2021; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44877/20]

13/01/2021WRF06200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA), in conjunction with 
Bus Éireann, and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

13/01/2021WRF06300Road Projects

13/01/2021WRF06400135. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Transport if he or his officials have 
engaged with TII with a view to maximising the potential for native tree planting on existing TII 
lands adjacent to national road routes in circumstances in which such planting would comply 
with all relevant road safety demands (details supplied) and provide the State with an additional 
capacity for increasing biodiversity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44898/20]

13/01/2021WRF06500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the operation and management of individual national roads is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This also in-
cludes all TII landholdings adjacent to national road routes.   

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/01/2021WRG00200Bus Services

13/01/2021WRG00300136. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport the amount spent to date 
on the BusConnects project. [44928/20]

13/01/2021WRG00400137. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport the estimated total cost of 
implementing BusConnects. [44929/20]

13/01/2021WRG00500138. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport the estimated cost of pur-
chasing properties in Dublin in order to implement BusConnects. [44930/20]
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13/01/2021WRG00600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 136 to 
138, inclusive, together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including BusConnects Dublin.  

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

13/01/2021WRG00900Pension Provisions

13/01/2021WRG01000139. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to the concerns of the Córas Iompair Éireann pension committee regarding the restruc-
turing of pension benefits for the 1951 superannuation scheme; if legal and actuarial docu-
mentation and clarifications sought on behalf of the scheme’s pensions committee have been 
withheld from the legal advisers of the scheme; the steps he is taking to address these concerns 
and the funding shortfall in the pension scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44931/20]

13/01/2021WRG01100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland. 

The CIÉ Group has two pension schemes, namely the Regular Wages Scheme (“RWS”) and 
1951 superannuation scheme (“1951 Scheme”). 

Concerning the 1951 scheme, I understand that proposals related to the scheme were re-
ferred to the Labour Court, and a recommendation which emerged on 23rd November 2020 is 
currently being considered the Trade Unions and has been approved by the Company. Issues in 
relation to CIÉ pension schemes are primarily a matter for the trustees of the schemes, the CIÉ 
Group and their employees.  

In view of the above, I have referred the Deputy’s question to CIÉ for direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

13/01/2021WRG01200Public Transport

13/01/2021WRG01300140. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport his views on the campaign 
to extend the short hop zone to Drogheda, County Louth in the immediate future to address 
and reduce the unfair costs to commuters in Drogheda, County Louth and east County Meath 
who are subsequently travelling to Balbriggan, County Dublin to reduce their commuting costs 
which is creating more cars on the road at a time when Ireland is actively campaigning to in-
crease public transport footfall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44936/20]

13/01/2021WRG01400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  I am not involved in op-
erational apects of public transport such as fares.  Following the establishment of the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) in December 2009, the NTA is the statutory body with responsibil-
ity for the regulation of fares charged to passengers in respect of public transport services pro-
vided under public service contracts.
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Therefore, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please in-
form my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

13/01/2021WRG01500Public Transport

13/01/2021WRG01600141. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the short, medium and long-
term plans of the National Transport Authority to address the transport and commuter needs of 
Drogheda, County Louth and its hinterland; the available funding streams that are open to both 
Louth and Meath County Councils to improve transport, pedestrian and cycling infrastructure; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44979/20]

13/01/2021WRG01700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I know the Deputy welcomes the im-
provements the National Transport Authority (NTA) have introduced to Drogheda’s town bus 
services in recent years

I was delighted to secure additional funds last year to allow for further improvements to 
those services and expect that, in due course, these services will be much used by residents of 
the town. I am particularly pleased that these improved bus services ensure greater connectivity 
between the northern and southern sides of the town and, importantly, provide much improved 
connections to the town’s train station, and mean the town now has a real network emerging 
of public transport services. A network I hope to see evolve and improve in the years ahead as 
required. 

Of course the town will also benefit from the multi-billion investment planned in DART as 
part of the DART+ programme and I look forward to seeing real progress in that regard during 
2021 as I seek Government’s approval for the programme as a whole and, subject to that ap-
proval, individual elements of it will reach other important milestones during the year. 

In relation to active travel infrastructure both Louth and Meath County Councils will be able 
to avail of the increased funding I have allocated for active travel and I would very much en-
courage both local authorities to engage with the NTA in that regard. I understand that both lo-
cal authorities also availed of funding last year in relation to COVID Mobility Schemes. In the 
area of walking and cycling more generally, my Department also funds an extensive greenways 
programme and I expect a call for funding under that programme will be held later in the year. 

In regard to your specific queries about the plans of the NTA, I have referred the Deputy’s 
question to the NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 days.

13/01/2021WRG01800Greenways Provision

13/01/2021WRG01900142. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport when funding will be approved 
for the 4.6 km section of the Grand Canal greenway which stretches from Grange Castle to Ha-
zelhatch, County Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44980/20]

13/01/2021WRG02000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I very much welcome the ongoing devel-
opment of the Grand Canal Greenway and this year should see significant construction progress 
on three important elements of the Greenway – 

- Daingean to Lough Boora (Offaly County Council);

- Edenderry to Daingean (Offaly County Council); and
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- Sallins to Aylmer’s Bridge (Kildare County Council).

Construction of the Sallins to Aylmer’s Bridge section, together with the already completed 
Grange Castle to Inchicore section, does highlight the necessity to consider again the section 
highlighted by the Deputy’s question and I am sure that the matter can be considered as part of 
this year’s calls for funding.

The Deputy may wish to be aware that South Dublin County Council  are currently work-
ing on a feasibility study to develop a scheme to link the Grand and Royal Canals with a Canal 
Loop Greenway. The scheme is being run in partnership with Fingal County Council, Water-
ways Ireland and the National Transport Authority, and I understand work may commence on 
South Dublin’s project in 2021.

13/01/2021WRG02100Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRG02200143. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if a matter in relation to 
an application by a person (details supplied) to renew a driver licence will be examined; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45001/20]

13/01/2021WRG02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
All enquires relating to driver licensing are handled by the National Driver Licence Service 
(NDLS), provided by the Road Safety Authority (RSA). My Department does not have access 
to individual applications.  

I have forwarded the Deputy’s query to the RSA for direct reply. If he has not heard from 
them in 10 working days I would ask that he contact my office directly.

13/01/2021WRG02400Cycling Facilities

13/01/2021WRG02500144. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport if his Department has car-
ried out an assessment of the impact of the proposed new cycleway on Strand Road, Dublin 4. 
[45062/20]

13/01/2021WRG02600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infra-
structure, including cycling infrastructure.

The Deputy is aware that Dublin City Council is responsible for the proposed new cycling 
facilities along the Strand Road with funding to be provided by the NTA.  The assessment cri-
teria used for the trial are a matter for the Council in co-operation with the NTA. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibilities in the matters raised, I have referred your question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

13/01/2021WRG02700Public Transport

13/01/2021WRG02800145. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport if there has been progress 
in conducting a feasibility study into an extension of MetroLink. [45063/20]
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13/01/2021WRG02900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have re-
sponsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Trans-
port Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public 
transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including the review of the GDA Transport 
Strategy and the development of MetroLink. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

13/01/2021WRG03000Bus Services

13/01/2021WRG03100146. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if the National Transport 
Authority consulted with local Garda superintendents regarding the potential traffic implica-
tions of the BusConnects proposals. [45068/20]

13/01/2021WRG03200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including the BusConnects programme. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

13/01/2021WRG03300Road Safety

13/01/2021WRG03400147. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport if correspondence from a per-
son (details supplied) will be reviewed; if the matter raised will be urgently referred to the RSA; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45108/20]

13/01/2021WRG03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
this is an operational matter I have forwarded it to the Road Safety Authority for direct reply.  
If the RSA has not responded to you within 10 working days please contact my office directly.

13/01/2021WRG03600Taxi Regulations

13/01/2021WRG03700148. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if consideration has been 
given to increasing the age allowed for cars being used for hackney service given that it is caus-
ing extra costs to drivers to replace their cars while their business is considerably reduced due 
to Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45180/20]

13/01/2021WRG03800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Vehicle age limits for small public ser-
vice vehicles (SPSVs) are a matter for the statutory regulator, the National Transport Authority 
(NTA). 

The Deputy may be aware that, at the start of the pandemic, the NTA extended age limits 
for vehicles until the end of 2020. On 18th December, following public consultation, the NTA 
Board agreed to extend the age limits further to the end of 2021.
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13/01/2021WRG03900Coast Guard Service

13/01/2021WRG04000149. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport the operational limits for 
D-class and delta 7.9 m coastguard boats in Kilkee, County Clare taking into consideration its 
geographic area, weather conditions and seasonal time frames; and if Kilkee coastguard station 
is fully operational to allow call-outs for both boats. [45193/20]

13/01/2021WRG04100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Kilkee Coast Guard Unit operate a D-
Class boat in line with the established Coast Guard operating parameters for these boats. The 
Kilkee Unit has also been provided with a 7.9m Delta RHIB (Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat) for 
which the crews are currently undergoing training. When this is achieved, Kilkee CGU will 
have both the D-Class and the 7.9m Delta RHIB available for operational taskings. 

 Coast Guard operating parameters for D-Class boats are to operate in conditions up to 
Beaufort Force 5 winds, a maximum significant wave height of 1.5m and up to 2 nautical miles 
from the coastline. IRCG 7.9m Delta class boats operate up to Beaufort Force 6 winds, a maxi-
mum significant wave height of 2.0m and up to 6 nautical miles from the coastline.  

13/01/2021WRG04200Transport Policy

13/01/2021WRG04300150. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport if a panel (details supplied) will 
be extended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45199/20]

13/01/2021WRG04400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): While this is a matter for the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA), I understand the previous panel referred to for Driver Testers was established 
in 2017. That panel has since expired and no further appointments can be made from the 2017. 

I am pleased to say my Department has recently given sanction for the RSA to commence 
recruitment of additional driver testers on fixed-term contracts. The online application system 
for these new positions opened with effect from 12pm on Tuesday 22 December 2020. Closing 
date for receipt of applications was 8 January 2021 at 12pm.

The RSA intends to create a panel of driver testers from the suitable applications it receives. 
This panel will remain open for a period as defined by the HR Department in the RSA following 
the recruitment process and will initially be for a duration of two years. 

More information, including a detailed job description and application form, can be found 
at https://www.rsa.ie/Utility/About-Us/Careers/  

13/01/2021WRG04500Driver Test

13/01/2021WRG04600151. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Transport his plans to address the 
backlog of driver and theory tests which have accumulated due to Covid-19 restrictions; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1032/21]

13/01/2021WRG04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department is in constant contact with the Road Safety Authority since the start of the pan-
demic regarding all of its services, the impact of Covid-19 on those services, and how they can 
best be maintained in the current circumstances. 

Due to suspension of driver testing services in the first 2020 lockdown, along with the health 
protocols since resumption of service and the further curtailing of services during subsequent 



Questions - Written Answers

82

level 5 restrictions, a significant backlog has developed. The need to once again return to level 
5 restrictions for reasons of public health will inevitably impact further on delays to driver test-
ing. During the level 5 period, driving tests will be available only to those who are involved in 
essential services, including essential retail work.   

While the service is limited during level 5 restrictions, the Road Safety Authority is exam-
ining ways of increasing the number of tests within health constraints with an eye to resuming 
wider testing after level 5. This includes increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce 
and, over time, eliminate the backlog.

In this regard, I am pleased to say my Department has recently given sanction for the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA) to commence recruitment of 40 temporary driver testers. The RSA has 
begun the recruitment process with the Public Appointments Service.  

These new hires will be in addition to the 36 temporary testers who I previously gave sanc-
tion to rehire during 2020. 

These measures will help to increase testing capacity.  However, I would like to stress, that 
many of the issues impacting on the delivery of service are concerned with the throughput of 
centres themselves in light of the restrictions, rather than on the availability of staff.

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols. 

The Department has been in discussions with the RSA on how to return to the normal target 
for the maximum waiting time, which is around ten weeks.  It is clear that it will not be possible 
to arrive at this quickly, given restraints which must be in place due to the pandemic.  It is im-
portant to recognise that there are no quick fixes and that the continuing build-up of applications 
as the pandemic goes on means that it will take time to reach a normal waiting time.  

Covid-19 has also had a profound effect on the delivery of the Road Safety Authority’s 
driver theory testing services and a significant backlog has developed.   Under current level 5 
restrictions, the driver theory test has not been deemed to be an essential service. As a conse-
quence, the service is closed while level 5 restrictions remain in place.  

The driver theory test service has seen its capacity reduced significantly to comply with 
occupational and public health requirements. The Road Safety Authority has advised my of-
fice that it is engaging with its service provider to maximise capacity to offer tests while ad-
hering to occupational and public health requirements for when servicers are resumed. In this 
regard, they would, for example, be opening on additional days at some centres and extended 
hours also provided to allow additional capacity for appointments. Much like the driver testing 
service, it will take time for the theory test service to return to normal waiting times.

While I regret the inconvenience caused by the necessity to adhere to the restrictions, the 
safety of the public must be of paramount importance.

13/01/2021WRG04800Bus Services

13/01/2021WRG04900152. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport the amount BusConnects, 
both the network and the corridor projects, has cost the State to date including contractors and 
so on; if the BusConnects project can continue before a full review of the greater Dublin area 
transport strategy has been completed in view of changed travel and commuting practices fol-
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lowing Covid-19; and if the deadline can be extended for the public consultation period given 
that lockdown restrictions have been in place for most of the consultation period. [1062/21]

13/01/2021WRG05000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I believe that Dubliners deserve an ex-
panded and improved public transport network and that our publicly subvented bus system is, 
and will continue to be, at the heart of that network. 

There is no doubt that the current restrictions have changed travel demand patterns but 
obviously those restrictions are imposed upon people in light of the ongoing public health 
emergency. It is clear to me that once this emergency passes we will still face a climate crisis 
which requires us to decarbonise our society and it is right to provide expanded and improved 
sustainable mobility options to support the just transition we need to make in the years ahead 
to achieve that decarbonisation. 

The statutory arrangements underpinning strategic transport planning in the Greater Dublin 
Area require the National Transport Authority (NTA) to make a twenty year transport strat-
egy and furthermore require it to review that strategy every six years. This type of long-term, 
evidence-based, strategic planning framework is in line with international best practice and one 
I very much welcome.  An expanded and improved bus system, such as that proposed under the 
BusConnects programme, forms an important part of the Transport Strategy;  I welcome the 
ongoing consultation by the NTA in relation to the review of the Strategy, and I see that process 
as complementing the work already underway in improving people’s quality of life through the 
availability of better infrastructure and services for public tranpsort and active travel.     

In relation to the Deputy’s specific questions around expenditure to date and the public 
consultation process, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for their consideration 
and direct reply in light of their statutory responsibilities for the programme.  Please contact my 
private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

13/01/2021WRG05100Road Network

13/01/2021WRG05200153. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Transport the criteria used by his De-
partment to consider the reclassification of roads to national road status; the roads that have 
been considered for and granted or refused reclassification to national road status for the period 
2015 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1069/21]

13/01/2021WRG05300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The classification of roads as either a na-
tional road or a regional road is the responsibility of the Minister under section 10 of the Roads 
Act, 1993, as amended.  A public road, other than one classified by the Minister as a national 
road or a regional road, is a local road. 

The 1993 legislation also provides that where a public road which has been classified as a 
national or regional road has been realigned or bypassed the section of the pre-existing road 
which remains following the realignment or bypass becomes a local road unless reclassified by 
the Minister.

Roads classified as National Primary or National Secondary are funded by the State and 
construction, improvement and maintenance works are overseen by TII, in conjunction with the 
relevant local authority, and funded mainly from voted monies.  Roads classified as Regional 
or Local roads fall under the responsibility of local authorities. The construction, repair and 
maintenance of these roads is funded by local authorities’ own resources supplemented by State 
grants. 
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Requests to classify a road as a national road or regional road are considered, in consulta-
tion with TII as appropriate.  Criteria for consideration are numerous and include items such as 
function of road including access to towns and Cities, ports and airports, geographical regions, 
population centres and tourist regions.  It also includes considerations of continuity of clas-
sification throughout the length of road, whether roads are feeder connections or links to the 
National road network, cross section, alignment and structural integrity as well as amount of 
heavy commercial vehicles.   

In the period 2015 to 2020, requests have been received in relation to the reclassification of 
the following roads as national roads:

County Council’s   Road Number   Road Details   
Cork County Council   R586 Bandon to Bantry Road   
Cork County Council   R624 Cobh Road   
Cork County Council   R630 Midleton to Whitegate Road   
Donegal County Council   R232 Laghey to Pettigo   
Donegal County Council   R238 Buncrana Fire Station to to Junction with N13 Bridgend   
Donegal County Council   R240 Cardonagh to Muff   
Donegal County Council   R241 Greencastle Ferry Terminal to Moville and then to Muff   
Donegal County Council   R263 Shore Road to Roundabout on Fintragh Road   
Longford County Council   L1176 Flancare Link Road   
Louth county council    Old N52 Re-classification of old N52   

 No decision has been taken to reclassify any of these roads as a national road to date. Further 
consideration may be given to the issue as part of a future general review of road classifications. 

An extension to the N19 in the vicinity of Shannon Airport was classified as a national pri-
mary route in 2016. 

13/01/2021WRG05400Road Network

13/01/2021WRG05500154. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Transport the level of road that has been 
allocated to roads in County Monaghan in each of the years 2010 to 2020; the proposed alloca-
tions for 2021 for each category in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1092/21]

13/01/2021WRG05600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the requirements of the 
Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory approvals.  

In this context, TII is best placed to advise on County Monaghan national road funding al-
locations from 2010 to 2020 and the envisaged allocation for 2021. Noting the above position, 
I have referred your question  to TII for a direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do 
not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Details of the regional and local road funding allocations to local authorities from 2010 to 
2020 are outlined in the regional and local road grant allocation booklets which are available in 
the Oireachtas Library.  Details of end of year grant payments are included in regional and local 
road grant payments booklets lodged in the Oireachtas library each year and the 2020 payment 
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booklet will be lodged shortly. Allocations for 2021 have yet to be decided.

13/01/2021WRG05700Railway Stations

13/01/2021WRG05800155. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if he will request full fea-
sibility studies to take place on the opening of a much needed train station on the north of 
Viaduct, Drogheda, County Louth and the reopening of Dunleer train station in mid-County 
Louth in advance of the imminent DART expansion to Drogheda, both of which would further 
decrease the need to use private vehicles in the county and help meet carbon targets; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1103/21]

13/01/2021WRG05900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I was delighted to secure additional funds 
last year to allow for the introduction of improved bus services in Drogheda which comple-
ments the enhancements and new fleet previously introduced in 2019. These improved bus 
services ensure greater connectivity between the northern and southern sides of the town and, 
importantly, provide much improved connections to the town’s train station, which as the Dep-
uty states will benefit greatly from the planned DART+ programme. The focus in relation to 
the town’s rail infrastructure is on delivering the DART+ programme and I look forward to the 
Deputy’s ongoing support in relation to that matter. 

In relation to Dunleer, the maintenance, renewal and operation of the rail network and sta-
tions on the network including the former station referred to, is a matter for Iarnród Éireann in 
the first instance.

Noting the Iarnród Éireann ‘s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s ques-
tion to Iarnród Éireann for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within 10 days.

13/01/2021WRG06000Ferry Services

13/01/2021WRG06100156. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the efforts being made to 
encourage operators to increase direct shipping routes from Ireland to continental Europe; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1104/21]

13/01/2021WRG06200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): It has been clear for some time there 
would be disruption to the GB landbridge when customs and border controls between the EU 
and the UK were introduced at the end of the Brexit transition period.  My Department, in con-
junction with the IMDO, has been keeping the issue of direct shipping routes to the Continent 
under close review both in the context of Brexit and the COVID-19 pandemic.

My Department, along with the IMDO and other key Departments, undertook a major com-
munications campaign in the run up to 1st January 2021, urging business using the UK land-
bridge to consider a switch to direct routes to avoid disruptions due to the new control regimes.  

Since January 2019, my Department has had very regular discussions with shipping com-
panies and other maritime stakeholders about the issue of maritime connectivity.  In that time, 
we have consistently received strong assurances from the shipping companies that if there is an 
increase in demand for shipping capacity on direct routes to Continental Europe, they would 
respond. 

Additional shipping links were added on direct routes to Continental Europe even during the 
Covid-19 pandemic in Summer 2020, including new RoRo services from Ireland to Zeebrugge, 
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Santander and Portugal by CLdN. 

In the run up to the end of the Brexit transition phase on 31 December 2020, the shipping 
companies further responded to changing demands with additional capacity on direct Ireland/
France routes through a combination of increased frequencies, larger vessels and new services, 
including:

- Irish Ferries and Stena changing their schedules to minimise overlapping so that a daily 
RoRo services from Ireland to Cherbourg is being provided from 2 January 2021 

- Stena Line moved an additional ship on to the Rosslare to Cherbourg route, doubling their 
capacity and frequency of sailings from January 4th.

- DFDS new service from Rosslare to Dunkirk commenced on 2 January 2021. There are 
six weekly departures from each port with a crossing time of 24 hours and capacity for up to 
125 HGVs; and

- CldN added a second weekly call from Cork to Zeebrugge to cope with the increasing 
demand on this route. 

The additional services introduced to northern France, which include the Stena Foreteller 
to Cherbourg and the DFDS/EURoRo service to Dunkirk, adds a further weekly capacity of 
roughly 2,500 units when unaccompanied trailers are included. There is also a new additional 
service from Cork to Zeebrugge supplied by CLdN which adds approximately 300 units per 
week once unaccompanied trailers are included.  

Such actions reinforce the IMDO Report findings late last year about the willingness and 
ability of the shipping sector to adjust and respond to market demand. 

Since 1 January, in light of the difficulties being experienced by businesses and hauliers 
with regard to the new customs procedures, my Department have been in contact with the ship-
ping companies on a daily basis to monitor the situation with the assistance of the IMDO.

I also met with the shipping companies last week to hear first hand their concerns about the 
current situation regarding the difficulties being experienced by businesses with the new cus-
toms procedures and the impact on shipping services and to assist in resolving those problems 
where possible.   

Given the level of difficulties being encountered, we are also encouraging the relevant ship-
ping companies to ensure that the services they have in place align with the changing demands 
of industry, albeit that this demand may be transient as businesses become familiar with the 
customs procedures into and out of GB and exceptionally low volumes return to normal on 
Ireland/GB routes.  

Some shipping companies have already responded with some temporary moves to address 
the situation, including Irish Ferries moving its largest ship, the WB Yeats, on to its Dublin to 
Cherbourg service and Stena supplementing its services this weekend, when demand is at its 
peak.  The companies are currently assessing what further options are available on a temporary 
basis to increase capacity on these routes. 

Based on current assessment, there is shipping capacity on the continental corridor from Dub-
lin and Rosslare with the additional capacity coming on stream this weekend.  However, it is 
acknowledged that capacity for accompanied freight is under pressure and options to alleviate 
this pinch point are being reviewed across the system.   
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I would encourage the ferry companies, haulage operators and businesses to work together, 
with Departments and Government agencies, to ensure the maintenance of the supply chain as 
the new customs requirements are bedded down.   This requires all parties to review the various 
options available across all modes of transport. 

13/01/2021WRG06300Brexit Data

13/01/2021WRG06400157. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the number of calls that 
have been made to his Department’s Brexit helpline for freight shipping procedures at Dublin 
Port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1106/21]

13/01/2021WRG06500158. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the number of calls that 
have been made to his Department’s Brexit helpline for freight shipping procedures at Rosslare 
Port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1107/21]

13/01/2021WRG06600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 157 and 
158 together.

The Department has established a Brexit email address Brexit@transport.gov.ie for queries 
from stakeholders and members of the public. Enquiries to this mailbox since 1 January 2021 
have been received from 11 stakeholders and individuals.

Since the end of the transition period officials of the Department have been in direct com-
munication with our stakeholders daily to gather information on any difficulties they may be 
experiencing in relation to the movement of goods both at Dublin Port and Rosslare Euro-
port. Communications channels are well established between the appropriate officials and their 
stakeholders, be it the shipping companies or the haulage and logistics representative bodies. 

The Department has encouraged all of our stakeholders to contact the Department with 
any issues that they encounter. Furthermore last week Minister Naughton held meetings with 
all of the ferry companies, the Irish Road Haulage Association (IRHA), the Freight Transport 
Association of Ireland (FTAI) and both Dublin Port Company and Rosslare Europort to hear 
first-hand their experiences in this new trading environment. 

My officials have established stakeholder engagement forums with the shipping companies 
and also with the haulage and logistics representative bodies that currently meets weekly.  The 
relevant State Agencies also participate in these fora.

13/01/2021WRG06800Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRG06900159. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if the current extensions for 
driving licences and learner permits will be extended by six months in order to alleviate the 
pressure on and risks to National Driving Licence Service, NDLS, staff and to reduce the need 
for persons to travel long distances and increase the risks of infection in order to renew same in 
a context of already long waiting times. [1118/21]

13/01/2021WRG07000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The possible extension of the validity 
of driving licences is being kept under review. However, Irish driving licence law is based on 
a framework of EU law, and the current extensions bring us into line with special emergency 
provisions adopted by the Union in light of the pandemic.

The Road Safety Authority (RSA), through the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS), 
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has expanded the online facility to accommodate all driving licence and learner permit appli-
cations to enable accessibility online rather than by calling to an office. A verified MyGovID 
account, which requires a Public Services Card, is needed to access the online system.  This is 
the fastest and safest way for people to renew their driving licences.

In addition, drivers over 70, who have attended an NDLS office in the last five years, are be-
ing invited to apply to renew their licences by post.  They do not need to take action, a renewal 
package will be posted out to them. 

For workers who have to  attend the NDLS offices, they can be assured that protocols have 
been put in place to ensure that both staff and licence applicants are as safe as possible.  This 
includes the requirement that all applicants book online in advance, and other measures imple-
mented to create additional capacity without increasing the number of people on the premises 
at any one time, through a combination of additional staff, extended and additional operating 
hours (i.e. Sundays where needed), and the provision of overtime.

13/01/2021WRG07100Motor Tax

13/01/2021WRG07200160. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport if he has considered pro-
viding an extension to car tax to compensate for the underuse of many cars over the past year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1129/21]

13/01/2021WRG07300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Mo-
tor tax is payable where a vehicle is being used in a public place. It is payable on an annual, 
half-yearly or quarterly basis and is not based on the level of usage on the road.

There is a facility in place to declare a vehicle off the road where it is not going to be in use 
in a public place.  The Non-Use of Motor Vehicles Act came into effect on 1 July 2013. The 
primary purpose of the Act was to replace a system whereby a vehicle was declared off the road 
retrospectively, which was unverifiable, with a system under which a vehicle must be declared 
off the road in advance.

Under the provisions of the Act, a declaration must be made in the last month of an existing 
motor tax disc or renewed in the last month of a previously made declaration of non-use. The 
declaration can be made for any number of calendar months between 3 and 12 months i.e. it 
cannot be made for a period of 1 or 2 months. However, if a vehicle is subsequently required to 
be put back on the road, the declaration can be broken at any time simply by taxing the vehicle.

Where a declaration is not made in advance, arrears of motor tax, if applicable, must be 
paid in full and motor tax paid for a minimum of 3 months before a declaration of non-use can 
then be made in the final month of the tax disc.  

There are no plans to re-introduce retrospective declarations of non-use or to otherwise pro-
vide for the waiving of arrears of motor tax.

13/01/2021WRH00200Driver Test

13/01/2021WRH00300161. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the plan in place to deal with 
the driver theory test backlog; and if remote options or staggered examinations have been con-
sidered. [1140/21]

13/01/2021WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Co-
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vid-19 has had a profound effect on the delivery of the Road Safety Authority’s driver theory 
testing services and a significant backlog has developed.   Under current level 5 restrictions, the 
driver theory test has not been deemed to be an essential service. As a consequence, the service 
is closed while level 5 restrictions remain in place.  

The driver theory test service has seen its capacity reduced significantly to comply with 
occupational and public health requirements. The Road Safety Authority has advised my of-
fice that it is engaging with its service provider to maximise capacity to offer tests while ad-
hering to occupational and public health requirements for when servicers are resumed. In this 
regard, they would, for example, be opening on additional days at some centres and extended 
hours also provided to allow additional capacity for appointments.

My Department had previously requested that the Road Safety Authority, as the body le-
gally responsible for the driver theory test, examine whether theory tests can be taken on line 
remotely and what is required to do so.  

I am pleased to inform you that the Driver Theory Test service has launched a pilot phase 
of a new initiative, which offers a Remote Testing service for specific categories of Theory Test 
(bus and truck, ADI and CPC).

During the pilot phase Remote Testing will be available on a limited basis and extra capac-
ity will be added as it is rolled out to allow more customers to sit their bus, truck, CPC or ADI 
Theory Test online. Remote Testing allows candidates to test from their home or another suit-
able environment once the minimum requirements for the service have been met.  

Following a review of the pilot phase, the RSA expect the initiative to be extended for car 
and motorcycles in the future.

13/01/2021WRH00500Driver Test

13/01/2021WRH00600162. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons now 
awaiting a driver test in each test centre, in tabular form; and the expected time to wait before a 
test can be guaranteed. [1141/21]

13/01/2021WRH00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Spe-
cific details on the number of persons awaiting a driver test are held by the Road Safety Author-
ity.  I have therefore referred this question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

13/01/2021WRH00800Public Bike Schemes

13/01/2021WRH00900163. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of public bike 
share scheme users by month in Cork, Galway and Limerick, in tabular form. [1142/21]

13/01/2021WRH01000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to cycling and public transport infrastructure.  
However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of the management of public bike 
schemes. Details regarding contracts, operation and expansion of existing and proposed bike 
schemes fall under the remit of the National Transport Authority (NTA) working in conjunction 
with the relevant local authorities.

Noting the NTA’s responsibilites in the matter, I have referred your question to the NTA for 
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a more detailed reply . Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

13/01/2021WRH01100Road Projects

13/01/2021WRH01200164. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the engagement he has had 
with officials in his Department and with a local authority on a project (details supplied). 
[1143/21]

13/01/2021WRH01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/01/2021WRH01400Road Projects

13/01/2021WRH01500165. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the engagement he has had 
with officials in his Department and with a local authority on a project (details supplied). 
[1144/21]

13/01/2021WRH01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the upgrading  and improvement of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/01/2021WRH01700Road Projects

13/01/2021WRH01800166. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the engagement he has had 
with officials in his Department and with a local authority on a project (details supplied). 
[1145/21]

13/01/2021WRH01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the requirements of 
the Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory approvals.   In this context, TII 
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is best placed to advise on the current status and funding of this proposed project, pending also 
the Government’s proposed review of the NDP.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question on the M20, on this occasion, to 
TII for a direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
working days.

13/01/2021WRH02000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRH02100167. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Transport if he has considered the 
safety arrangements being put in place by driving schools; if this important service can be fitted 
into the roadmap of levels for safe activities as an essential service; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1167/21]

13/01/2021WRH02200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
provision of driving instruction has been defined as an essential service in legislation intro-
duced last October by my colleague, the Minister for Health.

Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) may continue to provide lessons under level 5 restric-
tions, but only in such circumstances where the learner in question has already been scheduled 
a test date.

With regard to making appropriate safety arrangements, I would like to clarify to the Deputy 
that driving instructors and driving schools are entirely independent operators and neither the 
Road Safety Authority nor my Department can dictate how they run their individual businesses.  
It is up to each driving instructor or driving school to protect themselves, their families and their 
customers by adhering to the official Government guidelines on hygiene and social distancing.   

13/01/2021WRH02300Public Transport

13/01/2021WRH02400168. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if the new intercity rail 
carriages that have been ordered include wheelchair ramps that can be used by wheelchair users 
as needed and do not need to pre-booked to ensure a ramp is available. [1183/21]

13/01/2021WRH02500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister I have responsibility for pol-
icy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) 
has statutory responsibility for the development and delivery of public transport infrastructure 
in the Greater Dublin Area including, in consultation with Iarnród Éireann, development of the 
railway network including the purchase of rolling stock. The Deputy is likely aware that the 
41 additional carriages on order are carriages that are compatible with the existing Inter City 
Railcar fleet and are for use with that existing rail fleet.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

13/01/2021WRH02600Railway Stations

13/01/2021WRH02700169. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the amount the NTA and 
Iarnród Éireann have spent on refurbishment and maintenance on Heuston and Connolly train 
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stations in 2019 and 2020, in tabular form. [1202/21]

13/01/2021WRH02800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Iarnród Éireann, in conjunction with the Na-
tional Transport Authority, and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for 
direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

13/01/2021WRH02900Public Transport

13/01/2021WRH03000170. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding 
the provision of wheelchair-accessible public transport in County Meath, specifically the Bus 
Éireann services. [1203/21]

13/01/2021WRH03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

It is the National Transport Authority (NTA) which has statutory responsibility for promot-
ing the development of an integrated, accessible public transport network.

In light of the NTA’s responsibility in this matter, I have forwarded your question to the 
NTA for direct reply to you.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.

13/01/2021WRH03200Irish Aviation Authority

13/01/2021WRH03300171. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport when the post of chairper-
son of the Irish Aviation Authority will be filled. [1204/21]

13/01/2021WRH03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Deputy may now be aware that I 
have appointed Ms Rose Hynes as interim Chairperson of the Irish Aviation Authority, with 
the agreement of the Government, to help guide the IAA’s regulatory reform process.  Ms 
Hynes’ appointment takes effect from 12 January 2021. The Air Navigation and Transport 
(Amendment) Bill, 2020, which was published in November 2020, provides for significant 
institutional changes to how aviation is regulated in Ireland, and  Ms Hynes has the appropriate 
experience and knowledge to help guide the Board and direct the management team through 
the challenging process. 

Ms Hynes will take up the role in a designated capacity until her appearance with the Oireach-
tas Transport Committee can take place. 

Chairman of the board of the Irish Aviation Authority resigned in December 2020. I expect 
to be in a position to appoint a replacement in the coming weeks. 

Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRH03450172. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if he will request that the 
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NDLS provide clarity to the public on the current situation with renewal of driver licences (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1227/21]

13/01/2021WRH03475Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) : Due 
to the resurgence of Covid-19 in Europe as well as Ireand, the possible extension of driving 
licences is currently under consideration at EU level. A decision on this issue is expected by the 
end of January. 

13/01/2021WRH03500Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRH03600173. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if an issue (details sup-
plied) regarding licences will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1256/21]

13/01/2021WRH03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
This question appears to relate to a Transport Manager Certificate of Professional Competence, 
which is a qualification as opposed to a licence. 

EU legislation sets out a number of requirements to be satisfied in order to hold a road trans-
port operator licence, one of which is professional competence. To fulfil this requirement, every 
road transport undertaking in Ireland (or in any other EU Member State) must have a nominated 
Transport Manager who resides in the EU to effectively and continuously manage its transport 
activities. The Transport Manager must hold a Certificate of Professional Competence (CPC), 
in either Road Haulage or Road Passenger Transport depending on the nature of the operator’s 
business. This certificate must be issued by an EU Member State and is ordinarily obtained by 
passing a written examination. 

As highlighted by the European Commission in 2018, and more recently in July 2020, with 
the end of the Brexit transition period on 31 December 2020, Transport Manager CPCs issued 
by an authority of the United Kingdom or a body authorised by the United Kingdom are no 
longer valid in the EU. 

As part of the Government’s Brexit preparations, my Department carried out a review and 
identified approximately 200 individuals with a UK-issued Transport Manager CPC nominated 
as Transport Manager for Irish road transport operators. This Department (rather than the RSA) 
wrote to these Transport Managers and the relevant operators to ensure that they were aware of 
the position as outlined by the European Commission.  

My Department liaised with the European Commission on this matter and received clarifi-
cation at the end of November 2020 that a corresponding Irish Transport Manager CPC could 
be issued to those UK-qualified individuals working for Irish operators, before the end of the 
Brexit transition period. 

In view of this clarification, my Department established arrangements with the Chartered 
Institute of Logistics and Transport (CILT) for the application process to obtain a correspond-
ing Irish Transport Manager CPC.  CILT is the body that issues Transport Manager CPCs in 
Ireland on behalf of the Department of Transport. A further communication issued at the start of 
December 2020 to affected Transport Managers to outline how to apply for an Irish Transport 
Manager CPC.  This means that such Transport Managers making the necessary application 
before the end of the Brexit transition period are not required to undertake an Irish examination 
in order to continue to work as Transport Manager for an Irish or other EU operator.  It is impor-
tant to note that, in line with the Commission’s clarification, applications were to be submitted 
to CILT by 31 December 2020, as after that date it is not possible to obtain an Irish Transport 
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Manager CPC on the basis of holding a UK certificate. The Department emphasised this clearly 
in its communications to affected Transport Managers. This position was also outlined to the 
Deputy on 1 December, in the recent reply to PQ number 40449/20. 

13/01/2021WRH03800Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRH03900174. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the stricter enforcement 
measures that can be taken to protect public transport staff during the latest Covid-19 surge; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1291/21]

13/01/2021WRH04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

The NTA has statutory responsibility for securing the provision of public passenger trans-
port services nationally. Continued operation of the public transport sector is important, and it 
has been designated among the essential services that have carried on during the Covid crisis.  I 
would like to thank both public and commercial operators and their staff for providing this vital 
service in such challenging times.  

The Government’s “Living with Covid” Plan sets out capacity guidance for public trans-
port at each of the 5 risk levels identified in the Plan.   At the current Levels 5, public transport 
operators are restricted to using only 25% of the passenger-carrying capacity on their vehicles.  
Importantly, the Plan’s guidance on working from home where possible and on the closure 
of social, leisure and other facilities has reduced the demand for public transport well below 
normal levels.  There is continued strong messaging that public transport capacity remains 
restricted and, therefore, should only be used for essential travel, with only those who have to 
travel at peak times doing so.  People are being encouraged to walk or cycle where practical. 
The advice is aimed at ensuring public transport is safeguarded for those who need it most and 
in particular frontline workers.

A number of measures have been introduced across the system, guided by public health 
advice, to ensure the continued operation of services during the pandemic, and to help protect 
the safety of passengers and staff, including enhanced cleaning regimes, the wearing of face 
coverings and social distancing measures across the network. My Department is engaging di-
rectly with the National Transport Authority (NTA) in relation to these measures and the NTA 
is coordinating the response of public transport operators.

Accordingly, I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

13/01/2021WRH04100Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRH04200175. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport if an instruction can be given 
to local authorities and private clamping companies to suspend parking charges and clamping 
during the current lockdown, given that these charges are putting increased financial pressure 
on many persons who are already struggling on a reduced income; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1320/21]

13/01/2021WRH04300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): While I acknowledge the Deputy’s argu-
ment that the current level 5 restrictions are having a profound financial impact on many, I must 
point out that the same restrictions require us to stay at home, to work at home where possible, 
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and to avoid all but the most unavoidable and essential of journeys. 

As a result of people choosing to abide by these restrictions and avoid unnecessary car 
travel, there is in fact considerably less pressure on the availability of public parking at pres-
ent than there might be under normal circumstances.  I must emphasise that the public health 
emergency does not provide carte blanche to motorists to park as they please and it would be 
irresponsible of either my Department or the local authorities to facilitate them in doing so by 
unnecessarily suspending the current system of fines and charges.

13/01/2021WRH04400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRH04500176. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Transport his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) in respect of charges and changes to flights; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1349/21]

13/01/2021WRH04600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Government announced a ban on all 
flights arriving into Ireland from Great Britain with effect from midnight on Sunday, 20 Decem-
ber, 2020 which continued to Friday 8th January 2021. This ban resulted in flight cancellations.   
If the flight in question took place during the UK flight ban, the customer should be entitled to 
a refund as all flights were grounded except for a small number of special repatriation flights. 
The Commission for Aviation (CAR) has made the following notice available on its website in 
relation  to the flight ban and cancellations in respect to refunds - https://www.aviationreg.ie/
news/flight-bans-cancellations-and-passengers-transiting-through-great-britain-.1011.html 

If the flight took place before the ban, and the customer either cancelled or did not use their 
ticket, they are not entitled to a refund under EU law.  

I would encourage anyone who having already corresponded with the airline continues to 
have difficulties securing a refund to contact the CAR. Further advice, including information 
on how to submit a formal complaint to the CAR is available on its dedicated passenger rights 
website www.flightrights.ie  .

13/01/2021WRH04700Ports Development

13/01/2021WRH04800177. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Transport the status of a memorandum 
of understanding signed between the Port of Cork and an energy company (details supplied) to 
develop liquefied natural gas, LNG, facilities at the port; if the memorandum is still operating; 
if his Department has had communication from the Port of Cork or the company in respect of 
the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1351/21]

13/01/2021WRH04900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): At the outset, I wish to point out that this 
is a commercial operational matter for the Port of Cork Company. 

I understand from the Port of Cork Company that they signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing with NextDecade in 2017 to attract new LNG business into Ireland from the USA. 
Next Decade is a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) development company which is focused on 
LNG export projects. 

The Port of Cork has advised that the Memorandum of Understanding expired on 31 De-
cember 2020 and that they have no intention to renew it.
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13/01/2021WRH05000Brexit Issues

13/01/2021WRH05100178. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Transport if motorists from Northern 
Ireland now require a green card to drive in the 26 counties; and if there will be changes to re-
quirements to drive in the South for motorists from the North post Brexit. [1370/21]

13/01/2021WRH05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
of 1 January 2021 the post-Brexit transition period ended.  The default position from that date 
is that the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland will no longer be treated like 
a European Union Member State.  It will therefore no longer benefit from the provisions under 
which EU members are not subject to the general international requirement of proof of insur-
ance, known as a Green Card in Europe, for travel within the Union.

For Irish-registered vehicles entering the UK (including Northern Ireland), UK authorities 
have indicated that Irish insurance discs meet the UK legal requirements for proof of insurance.  
This means that Irish-registered vehicles will NOT require a Green Card on entering the UK, 
provided they display an insurance disc.  As this is a matter of UK law, it is open to the UK to 
determine whether to continue with this arrangement in the longer term.

The position regarding UK-registered vehicles (including vehicles from Northern Ire-
land) entering the EU, including Ireland, is a matter that is governed within the framework of 
EU law, as well as international conventions.  Under EU law, the European Commission may 
set a date from which the requirement for Green Cards from a specified Third Country (i.e. non-
Member State) will be waived.  The EU Commission has yet to make a decision on whether/
when to waive the requirement for Green Cards for UK-registered vehicles entering the EU.

13/01/2021WRH05300Driver Test

13/01/2021WRH05400179. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport the total number of driving 
tests conducted by the Road Safety Authority in 2020. [1438/21]

13/01/2021WRH05500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
information requested is held by the Road Safety Authority.  I have therefore referred this ques-
tion to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response 
has not been received within ten days. 

13/01/2021WRH05600Road Safety

13/01/2021WRH05700180. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to complaints by motorists that the LED headlights on new cars are causing significant 
difficulties for oncoming drivers; and if the European Commission, which has responsibility for 
this area, is aware of such difficulties. [1442/21]

13/01/2021WRH05800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
High Intensity Discharge (HID) headlights and Light Emitting Diode (LED) headlights are 
known to provide greater brightness, improved colour rendering, increased efficiencies and in 
the case of LED in particular, longer performance life. 

The use of HID and LED headlights in vehicles across the EU is tightly regulated by the 
European type-approval system. This system establishes the technical and safety standards re-
quired to place a vehicle or a vehicle component on the market and enter it into service within 
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any EU Member State.  In order to acquire type-approval, the headlight components and tech-
nology must meet specific safety standards.  Accordingly, if a headlight has been type-approval 
and entered into service it is considered safe to use within the EU.

I am only aware of one query from a member of the public in relation to the use of LED 
lights and therefore I do not consider this to be a widespread issue. I cannot speak on behalf of 
the European Commission, but to my knowledge, this issue has not been raised by that body or 
indeed by any other Member State.

13/01/2021WRH05900Free Travel Scheme

13/01/2021WRH06000181. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if it is the case that free 
travel pass holders are unable to book bus places with Bus Éireann online; the reason for same; 
if it will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1446/21]

13/01/2021WRH06100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is an operational matter for Bus Éireann and I have forwarded the Deputy’s 
question to the company for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

Customers can contact Bus Éireann customer care directly on 1850 836 611 if they have 
any queries.

13/01/2021WRH06200Driver Test

13/01/2021WRH06300182. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if the option of extending 
the remote online theory test for bus, lorry, CPC and ADI categories to all vehicle and driver 
categories, such as car and motorcycle, will be considered; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1447/21]

13/01/2021WRH06400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department had previously requested that the Road Safety Authority, as the body legally re-
sponsible for the driver theory test, examine whether theory tests can be taken on line remotely 
and what is required to do so.  

I am pleased to inform you that the Driver Theory Test service has launched a pilot phase 
of a new initiative, which offers a Remote Testing service for specific categories of Theory Test 
(C, D, CD, BMT, TMT, ADI, CPCB, CPCT). 

During the pilot phase Remote Testing will be available on a limited basis and extra capac-
ity will be added as it is rolled out to allow more customers to sit their bus, truck, CPC or ADI 
Theory Test online. Remote Testing allows candidates to test from their home or another suit-
able environment once the minimum requirements for the service have been met.  

Following a review of the pilot phase, the RSA expect the initiative to be extended for car 
and motorcycles in the future.
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13/01/2021WRH06500Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRH06600183. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport if a person who lives six 
months in Ireland and six months in the UK each year and has businesses in both countries is 
required to transfer his or her UK driving licence for an Irish licence post Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1477/21]

13/01/2021WRH06700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): An 
application for a driving licence should be made in the country where a person has their “nor-
mal residence”.

The definition of “normal residence” means the place where a person usually lives, that is 
for at least 185 days in each year, because of personal and occupational ties, or, in the case of a 
person with no occupational ties, because of personal ties which show close links between that 
person and the place where he or she is living.  

In this case, the individual would have to provide clarification as to where they reside for 
185 days or more to enable the question to be answered.

13/01/2021WRH06800Shared Island Unit

13/01/2021WRH06900184. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the engagement he has had 
with his Northern Irish counterpart in respect of the proposed Sligo-Enniskillen greenway in the 
context of the new shared island fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1505/21]

13/01/2021WRH07000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I have had very positive engagement with 
my colleague, Minister Nichola Mallon, MLA, in relation to the proposed Sligo, Leitrim & 
Northern Counties Greenway, also known as the Sligo-Enniskillen Greenway.

As the Deputy is aware, the greenway is specifically referenced in the New Decade, New 
Approach agreement made by the Irish and UK Governments and is also, of course, referenced 
in the Programme for Government – Our Shared Future. Last month’s Plenary Session of the 
North South Ministerial Council noted progress in relation to the greenway and it has also fea-
tured at the Transport Sectoral meeting of the Council held in October, as well as in bilaterals I 
held with Minister Mallon in the summer. 

In July 2020 I announced an allocation of €500,000 for Leitrim County Council under the 
Carbon Tax Fund, with discussions ongoing in relation to the funding required to bring the 
project to planning application stage. There is agreement that funding allocated will be used to 
develop the greenway as one project, North and South, and I very much welcome the agreement 
between Leitrim County Council and Fermanagh and Omagh District Council to appoint a joint 
design team.  

As the Deputy can see, funding is currently being advanced through my Department’s gre-
enways funding programme; however, clearly there is potential for the project, as it develops 
further, to be considered eligible for funding under the Government’s Shared Island programme 
and I expect the matter will be considered further at the appropriate juncture. 

13/01/2021WRH07100Shared Island Unit

13/01/2021WRH07200185. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the engagement he has had 
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with his Northern Irish counterpart in respect of the proposed A5 upgrade in the context of the 
new shared island fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1506/21]

13/01/2021WRH07300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware the planning and 
implementation of the proposed A5 upgrade project is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland 
authorities. Following the quashing of the decision to proceed with the A5 Western Transport 
Corridor scheme in November 2018, the Department for Infrastructure has been progressing the 
necessary work to enable a fresh decision to be taken. A Public Inquiry

concluded on 13th March 2020 and an Interim Inspector’s Report is under consideration at 
present.

The status of the A5 scheme has been a regular item for discussion at both NSMC Transport 
Sectoral and Plenary meetings. The most recent Plenary meeting held on 18th December 2020 
noted the commitment of both Administrations to the delivery of the A5 and that next steps for 
the project will be informed by the Interim Report from the Public Inquiry.

The funding arrangements in relation to the A5 are governed by the commitments in the 
Stormont House Agreement and Implementation Plan - A Fresh Start and in the New Decade, 
New Approach document. The Government is committed to providing funding of £75 million 
(sterling) towards the cost of Phase 1a of the A5 upgrade scheme once the statutory planning 
process in Northern Ireland is concluded.  Any future decisions would be a matter for consider-
ation by Government taking into account the new Shared Island Fund.

13/01/2021WRH07400Driver Test

13/01/2021WRH07500186. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport his plans to clear the back-
log of driving tests when it is safe to do so given the long waiting times; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1511/21]

13/01/2021WRH07600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department is in constant contact with the Road Safety Authority since the start of the pan-
demic regarding all of its services, the impact of Covid-19 on those services, and how they can 
best be maintained in the current circumstances. 

Due to suspension of driver testing services in the first 2020 lockdown, along with the health 
protocols since resumption of service and the further curtailing of services during subsequent 
level 5 restrictions, a significant backlog has developed. The need to once again return to level 
5 restrictions for reasons of public health will inevitably impact further on delays to driver test-
ing. During the level 5 period, driving tests will be available only to those who are involved in 
essential services, including essential retail work.   

While the service is limited during level 5 restrictions, the Road Safety Authority is exam-
ining ways of increasing the number of tests within health constraints with an eye to resuming 
wider testing after level 5. This includes increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce 
and, over time, eliminate the backlog.

In this regard, I am pleased to say my Department has recently given sanction for the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA) to commence recruitment of 40 temporary driver testers. The RSA has 
begun the

recruitment process with the Public Appointments Service.  
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These new hires will be in addition to the 36 temporary testers who I previously gave sanc-
tion to rehire during 2020. 

These measures will help to increase testing capacity.  However, I would like to stress, that 
many of the issues impacting on the delivery of service are concerned with the throughput of 
centres themselves in light of the restrictions, rather than on the availability of staff.

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols. 

The Department has been in discussions with the RSA on how to return to the normal target 
for the maximum waiting time, which is around ten weeks.  It is clear that it will not be possible 
to arrive at this quickly, given restraints which must be in place due to the pandemic.  It is im-
portant to recognise that there are no quick fixes and that the continuing build-up of applications 
as the pandemic goes on means that it will take time to reach a normal waiting time.  

While I regret the inconvenience caused by the necessity to adhere to the restrictions, the 
safety of the public must be of paramount importance.

13/01/2021WRJ00200Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRJ00300187. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Transport if he will intervene in the 
ongoing situation with the National Driver Licence Service in which learner drivers and those 
in need of licence renewals are being left waiting months on end for appointments. [1609/21]

13/01/2021WRJ00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): My Department is in constant contact with the Road Safety Authority since 
the start of the pandemic regarding all of its services, the impact of Covid-19 on those services, 
and how they can best be maintained in the current circumstances. 

The National Driver Licence Service, provided by the Road Safety Authority (RSA), re-
sumed operations in June, following the closure of the centres due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
restrictions. Since services resumed, there has inevitably been an increased level of demand due 
to the consequent backlog. 

All appointments must be booked in advance as it is not possible to facilitate any walk-ins 
due to the social distancing requirements and in the interest of protecting the staff and custom-
ers. This, of course, has led to an increase in the demand for appointments.

Under Covid-19 Level 5 Government restrictions, applicants can attend an appointment at 
an NDLS centre provided they are an essential worker involved in the provision of essential 
services or essential retail outlets. Details on what is included in the list of essential workers and 
retail outlets is available on www.gov.ie.

The RSA is working with their providers to see how they can create the additional capacity 
needed as quickly as possible, while adhering to the return to work protocol for when normal 
service resumes after level 5. Options being introduced include a combination of additional 
staff, extended and additional operating hours (i.e. Sundays where needed), and the provision 
of overtime.

The National Driver Licence Service (NDLS), has expanded the online facility to accom-
modate all driving licence and learner permit applications to enable accessibility online rather 
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than by calling to an office. A verified MyGovID account, which requires a Public Services 
Card, is needed to access the online system.

The possible extension of driving licences is currently under consideration in Europe due to 
Covid-19. The extension of learner permits is also under consideration. A decision is expected 
shortly.

All persons of 70 years of age and over will now be invited to renew their driving licence 
or learner permit by post. Applicants will be contacted directly by the National Driver Licence 
Service (NDLS). Previously only those aged 70 and over who renew their licence on a yearly 
basis could avail of this service. 

They do not need to contact the NDLS directly about their application. All those 70 years 
and over who have previously presented at an NDLS centre in the last 5 years and whose li-
cence or permit is due to expire will receive a renewal pack in the post and be invited to apply 
by post. Although this is a temporary measure due to the Covid-19 pandemic, no end date has 
been applied to this provision at this time.

In light of the resurgence of Covid-19 cases and, in order to ease the burden on medical 
services, my Department has extended the exemption that allows for those aged over 70 to ap-
ply for a driving licence without the need to provide a medical report until 30 June 2021 unless 
they have an identified or specified illness. A previous exemption had been in place until 31 
December 2020.

13/01/2021WRJ00500Road Projects

13/01/2021WRJ00600188. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport the status of the N6 Galway 
city ring road; the stage the project is at; the next stages in the process; when a decision is likely 
to be made; the year funding is likely to be allocated for the project; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1618/21]

13/01/2021WRJ00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the requirements of 
the Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII 
is best placed to advise on the current status and funding of this proposed project, pending the 
conclusion of the Government’s review of the NDP.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question, on this occasion, to TII for a direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/01/2021WRJ00800Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRJ00900189. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport the reason for the refusal of 
an exchange of a UK driving licence for an Irish driving licence for a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1638/21]

13/01/2021WRJ01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): An 
EU driving licence is exchangeable for an Irish driving licence, except where the licence issued 
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by the other Member State was itself issued in exchange for a licence from a state that is not a 
Member State, or a state that Ireland does not have a licence exchange agreement with. 

Therefore a UK licence that was obtained when the UK was an EU Member State, through 
the exchange of a Falkland Islands licence, is not exchangeable for an Irish licence.   For clarifi-
cation, the Falkland Islands/Las Malvinas are a self-governing British Overseas Territory, sub-
ject to United Kingdom sovereignty, and are not a part of the United Kingdom itself.

As Ireland does not have a driving licence exchange agreement with the Falkland Islands, 
there is no option but to go through the process of obtaining an Irish licence. 

While a person who has a full but non-exchangeable licence will have to go through the nor-
mal driver learning process, they can avail of the shorter Essential Driver Training of 6 lessons 
instead of the usual 12, and do not have to wait the usual minimum of 6 months before taking 
a driving test.

This situation has not changed since the UK left the EU and an Agreement on the exchange 
of driving licences between the UK and Ireland was put in place on 1 January 2021.  

However, if a person who exchanged a Falkland Islands licence for a UK licence and then 
went on to obtain a higher category licence for example a truck or bus licence in the UK then 
that licence should qualify for exchange purposes.

13/01/2021WRJ01100Driver Test

13/01/2021WRJ01200190. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport the status of the planned Road 
Safety Authority driving test centre for Drogheda, County Louth; when learner drivers can ex-
pect to be in a position to book their driving tests in the proposed Drogheda centre; if those who 
have already booked a test in the Navan or Dundalk test centres will be able to change their test 
location to Drogheda; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1639/21]

13/01/2021WRJ01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Spe-
cific details on individual test centres are an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority.  I 
have therefore referred this Question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy 
to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.   

13/01/2021WRJ01400Driver Test

13/01/2021WRJ01500191. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport his plans to clear the backlog of 
learner drivers as a result of Covid-19-related lockdowns; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1640/21]

13/01/2021WRJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department is in constant contact with the Road Safety Authority since the start of the pan-
demic regarding all of its services, the impact of Covid-19 on those services, and how they can 
best be maintained in the current circumstances. 

Due to suspension of driver testing services in the first 2020 lockdown, along with the health 
protocols since resumption of service and the further curtailing of services during subsequent 
level 5 restrictions, a significant backlog has developed. The need to once again return to level 
5 restrictions for reasons of public health will inevitably impact further on delays to driver test-
ing. During the level 5 period, driving tests will be available only to those who are involved in 
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essential services, including essential retail work.   

While the service is limited during level 5 restrictions, the Road Safety Authority is exam-
ining ways of increasing the number of tests within health constraints with an eye to resuming 
wider testing after level 5. This includes increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce 
and, over time, eliminate the backlog.

Following discussions with the RSA, my Department has recently approved the hiring of 
a further 40 temporary testers for 22 months, and the process of recruitment is now underway.  
However it will take some time for people to be selected and trained.

These new hires will be in addition to the 36 temporary testers who I previously gave sanc-
tion to rehire during 2020. 

These measures will help to increase testing capacity.  However, I would like to stress, that 
many of the issues impacting on the delivery of service are concerned with the throughput of 
centres themselves in light of the restrictions, rather than on the availability of staff.

The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased. Any decision on this matter will be 
guided by health protocols. 

The Department has been in discussions with the RSA on how to return to the normal target 
for the maximum waiting time, which is around ten weeks.  It is clear that it will not be possible 
to arrive at this quickly, given restraints which must be in place due to the pandemic.  It is im-
portant to recognise that there are no quick fixes and that the continuing build-up of applications 
as the pandemic goes on means that it will take time to reach a normal waiting time.  

13/01/2021WRJ01700Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRJ01800192. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport if he will extend the suspension of 
requirement for over-70s to provide a medical report when applying for a driving licence, which 
lapsed on 31 December 2020 in view of current circumstances; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1641/21]

13/01/2021WRJ01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The requirement for those over 70 (with-
out an identified or specified illness) to provide a medical report had been removed up to 31 
December 2020. In view of the current Covid resurgence, I have agreed to a further extension 
of the exemption to provide a medical report until 30 June 2021.

However, In the interest of road safety, over 70s with an identified or specified illness must 
provide a medical report with their driving licence/learner permit application and they should 
contact their GP in this regard.

13/01/2021WRJ02000Ports Development

13/01/2021WRJ02100193. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the details of future plan-
ning discussions and meetings that have taken place within his Department from 2019 to date 
with port companies and local authorities in counties Louth and Meath in relation to the devel-
opment of ports in the areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1658/21]

13/01/2021WRJ02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): For the purposes of this question, I am 
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focusing on Drogheda Port Company, ownership of which was transferred to Louth County 
Council in 2017. Oversight of the company now rests with Louth County Council.

Since December 2019, officials from my Department met with officials from the port com-
pany on two occasions to discuss the Bremore project. These meetings discussed the consent 
processes that will be needed to progress the project and possible sources of funding for the 
project. 

In December 2020, the port company announced plans to develop a new deepwater facil-
ity at Bremore Head. The granting of planning permission for the project is a matter for the 
port company and its partners to pursue through the planning process. My Department has no 
function in this matter.  All other consent requirements will be progressed by the port company 
in conjunction with Louth County Council.  Where issues of national ports policy arise, my 
Department will, of course, engage with the company and the local authority, as appropriate.

13/01/2021WRJ02300National Car Test

13/01/2021WRJ02400194. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Transport if national car test centres 
will continue to operate as normal for the foreseeable future. [1664/21]

13/01/2021WRJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
provided for under Part 2, Item 14(x) of the Schedule to the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - 
Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 701 of 2020), the NCT 
has been classified as an essential service.  This is in light of its role in protecting public safety, 
including the safety of essential workers. 

13/01/2021WRJ02600Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRJ02700195. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider granting 
an exemption to learner drivers who are essential workers and have completed 12 driving les-
sons to allow them drive to and from work unaccompanied by a fully licensed driver for the 
period of level 5 restrictions in view of reduced capacity on public transport causing issues for 
essential workers during level 5 restrictions and the lengthy delays in accessing the driving test. 
[1672/21]

13/01/2021WRJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
will not be granting an exemption to learner drivers to drive unaccompanied, irrespective of the 
circumstances. 

It must be understood that a learner permit is not a licence, but a permit to allow a person to 
drive while learning. The purpose of the driving test is to set out the minimum level of knowl-
edge, skill and competency that a learner must demonstrate in order to become a fully licensed 
driver. Until a learner can meet this standard and pass this test, they are not safe to take to our 
roads without appropriate supervision.

Studies have repeatedly shown that unaccompanied learner drivers are markedly more like-
ly to be involved in fatal collisions.  For that reason, there can be no exceptions to the current 
laws in force around learner drivers.  Regrettably, there was an increase in fatalities on our roads 
in 2020, despite huge reductions in traffic volumes. 

An unaccompanied learner driver who is stopped by An Garda Síochána may face penalty 
points, a fixed charge, seizure of the vehicle and possible prosecution.
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Public safety is paramount, and never more so than in the case of our essential workers, 
whether through infection or through death or injury on our roads.  For this reason, we must not 
relax the standards required of our drivers before being allowed to drive unaccompanied. 

13/01/2021WRJ02900Driver Licences

13/01/2021WRJ03000196. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport if it is planned to give a fur-
ther exemption to persons over 70 years of age renewing their driving licences in relation to the 
need to have a medical certificate with the application; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1708/21]

13/01/2021WRJ03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
requirement for those over 70 (without and Identified or specified illness) to provide a medical 
report had been removed up to 31 December 2020.  Due to the recent rise in Covid-19 cases my 
Department has provided for a further extension until 30 June 2021.

In the interest of road safety, over-70s with an identified or specified illness must provide a 
medical report with their driving licence/learner permit application. They should contact their 
GP in this regard.

13/01/2021WRJ03200Taxi Licences

13/01/2021WRJ03300197. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will instruct the National 
Transport Authority to reduce the renewal fee for small public service vehicle licenses that are 
due for renewal in 2021 from €250 to €50 in the context of the dramatic reduction of incomes 
of taxi and small public service vehicle drivers due to the Covid-19 restrictions. [1734/21]

13/01/2021WRJ03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The National Transport Authority (NTA), 
the statutory regulator, has since the start of the pandemic taken action to reduce the operat-
ing costs for small public service vehicle (SPSV) operators. It has extended vehicle age limits 
and waived late renewal fees though to March 2021. Furthermore, my Department is provid-
ing funding to the NTA to enable it to waive its standard SPSV (vehicle) licence renewal fees 
in 2021. Arrangements for SPSV driver licences, which are issued by An Garda Síochána, are 
unchanged.

13/01/2021WRJ03500Road Projects

13/01/2021WRJ03600198. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the status of the Ardee by-
pass project; the associated key timelines and relevant information; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1764/21]

13/01/2021WRJ03700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
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advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

13/01/2021WRJ03800Consultancy Contracts

13/01/2021WRJ03900199. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the details for his 
Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifically Covid-19-related work, services or 
advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1801/21]

13/01/2021WRJ04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Department of Transport facilitated 
the initial setting up by daa of a call centre in relation to the passenger locator forms under the 
responsibility of the Department of Health. This involved payment of the cost of legal advice.

13/01/2021WRJ04100Road Traffic Offences

13/01/2021WRJ04200200. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the status of the speed limit 
appeals process (details supplied) that is due to be introduced; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1882/21]

13/01/2021WRJ04300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The most recent speed limit guidelines 
were issued in March 2015 following a review by a speed limit review working group.  Local 
Authorities (in conjunction with TII in respect of National Roads) are able to amend and set 
Speed Limits as appropriate and in accordance with the Speed Limit Guidelines for different 
sections of the road network as required and adopt by-laws under a reserved function.  

This is an on-going process for local authorities and it can require a review by local authori-
ties when speed limit guidance is updated or when local authorities believe that safety can be 
improved by better matching certain speed limit zones to existing guidance/best practice. In 
this context the 2020 Programme for Government has committed to review and reduce speed 
limits, where appropriate, to address both road safety issues and carbon emissions, and ensure 
greater compliance.

Ireland’s road network is extensive and inconsistent, which means that a ‘one size fits all’ 
solution for Speed Limits for the 100,000 kilometre road network is not always possible and 
queries will arise.  My Department is currently developing a speed limit appeals process where-
by a member of the public can query or appeal a speed limit to the local authority.  

I envisage the proposed appeal process will be submitted for Ministerial approval in Q1 of 
2021.

13/01/2021WRJ04400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRJ04500201. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the definition of the 
meaning “wedding venue” under the Covid restrictions support scheme; and if it includes ho-
tels. [44876/20]

13/01/2021WRJ04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Covid Restrictions Support Scheme 
(CRSS) is a targeted support for businesses significantly impacted by restrictions introduced 
by the Government under public health regulations to combat the effects of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The support is available to companies, self-employed individuals and partnerships who 
carry on a trade or trading activities, the profits from which are chargeable to tax under Case I 
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of Schedule D, from a business premises located in a region subject to restrictions introduced 
in line with the Living with Covid-19 Plan. 

Details of CRSS were published in Finance Act 2020 and detailed operational guidelines, 
which are based on the terms and conditions of the scheme as set out in the legislation, have 
been published on the Revenue website at: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/
budget-information/2021/crss-guidelines.pdf.

To qualify under the scheme a business must, under specific terms of the Covid restrictions, 
be required to either prohibit or significantly restrict, customers from accessing their business 
premises to purchase goods or services, with the result that the business either has to temporar-
ily close or to operate at a significantly reduced level.

The CRSS does not specifically contain a definition for “wedding venue”. The Govern-
ment’s Plan for Living with Covid-19 makes specific provision in relation to the numbers that 
may attend weddings at the various levels of restrictions. A wedding venue business, including 
a hotel, that is required to prohibit or significantly restrict members of the public from access-
ing their business premises, with the result that the business is required to temporarily close or 
to operate at significantly reduced levels will be eligible for the CRSS. Whether the level of 
restrictions under the Plan for Living with Covid-19 means that the business is required to pro-
hibit or significantly restrict members of the public from accessing their business premises will 
depend on the level of the restrictions and the particular facts of the case.  

I can confirm that a wedding venue can include a hotel.  A hotel trade will consist of more 
than the hosting of wedding receptions and a hotel must have regard to its entire business car-
ried on from its premises in determining whether it is significantly restricted from operating un-
der the public health regulations in force and if it satisfies the eligibility criteria for the scheme.  

13/01/2021WRJ04700Insurance Industry

13/01/2021WRJ04800202. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the key measures under 
the action plan for insurance reform; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44884/20]

13/01/2021WRJ04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the Gov-
ernment’s Action Plan for Insurance Reform, launched last month, sets out 66 actions to bring 
down costs for consumers and business; introduce more competition into the market; prevent 
fraud and reduce the burden that insurance costs can have on business, community and volun-
tary organisations.  The implementation of the Action Plan will be overseen by the Sub-Group 
on Insurance Reform within the Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery and Investment.  
The Action Plan includes actions to be brought forward by my Department, as well as the De-
partments of Justice and Enterprise, Trade and Employment, over the next 18 months. 

Some of the key measures under the Action Plan are as follows:

- increasing market transparency following the publication of the second private motor re-
port of the National Claims Information Database (NCID), and the planned expansion of the 
scope of the NCID to include employer and public liability insurance;

- reviewing the duty of care legislation;

- providing for the Judicial Council’s accelerated adoption by 31 July 2021 of new personal 
injuries guidelines to replace the Book of Quantum;
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- consideration by the Department of Justice of the Law Reform Commission’s recent Re-
port on Capping Damages in Personal Injuries Actions;

- looking at how to further enhance the role of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board; and,

- making proposals on insurance competition via the recently-established Office to Promote 
Competition in the Insurance Market.

It might also be of interest to the Deputy to note that, in addition to this work, there was a 
round of intensive engagement with key stakeholders in relation to the Government’s insurance 
reform agenda. In this regard, Minister of State Fleming has held meetings with the Alliance 
for Insurance Reform; the State Claims Agency; Insurance Ireland; Irish Public Bodies Mutual 
Insurance; the Central Bank of Ireland; Brokers Ireland; the Law Society of Ireland; the Bar 
Council of Ireland; and the MIBI.  More recently, he has also concluded a series of meetings 
with the main insurers in the Irish market and he has written to the CEOs of the main insur-
ance companies operating in the Irish market seeking their views on a range of issues. The 
Deputy can be assured that there will continue to be engagement with these various stakehold-
ers throughout 2021.

In conclusion, seeking to secure a more sustainable and competitive market through deep-
ening and widening the supply of insurance in Ireland remains a key priority issue for this 
Government.  It is my intention, along with Minister of State Fleming, to work to ensure that 
these commitments are progressed within the timeframes envisaged in the Action Plan.  In this 
regard, we will work with our Government colleagues to ensure that a Whole-of-Government 
approach continues to be the focus and that the cumulative impact of all of the actions in the 
Action Plan can have a positive effect on the affordability and availability of insurance for indi-
viduals, businesses and voluntary groups across Ireland.

13/01/2021WRJ05000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRJ05100203. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the outdoor activities sector is excluded from the Covid restrictions sup-
port scheme due to the fact that most of the sector’s business activity is not being delivered at a 
fixed business premises; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45144/20]

13/01/2021WRJ05200206. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend eligibil-
ity under the Covid restrictions support scheme to camping and caravan parks given the severe 
impact of the Covid-19 restrictions on this sector; if he will reconsider the current classification 
of camping and caravan parks as outdoor-activity businesses given that they are registered and 
approved accommodation providers that operate from fixed business premises; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1358/21]

13/01/2021WRJ05300208. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Finance if he will include outdoor activ-
ity businesses in the Covid restrictions support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44664/20]

13/01/2021WRJ05400209. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if the Covid restrictions support 
scheme will be made available to the approximately 80 bookmakers who work on Ireland’s 
racecourse sector and therefore have no permanent office and have been without income since 
the beginning of the Covid pandemic. [44691/20]

13/01/2021WRJ05500210. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Finance his plans to include outdoor 
activity providers in the Covid restrictions support scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
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the matter. [44736/20]

13/01/2021WRJ05600222. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
regarding the Covid restrictions support scheme in the case of a person (details supplied). 
[44916/20]

13/01/2021WRJ05700229. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on a matter regard-
ing a caravan park (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45076/20]

13/01/2021WRJ05800236. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance if a decision to refuse the Covid 
restrictions support scheme application by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1022/21]

13/01/2021WRJ05900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 203, 
206, 208 to 210, inclusive, 222, 229 and 236 together.

The Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) is a targeted support for businesses sig-
nificantly impacted by restrictions introduced by the Government under public health regula-
tions to combat the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. The support is available to companies, 
self-employed individuals and partnerships who carry on a trade or trading activities, the profits 
from which are chargeable to tax under Case I of Schedule D, from a business premises located 
in a region subject to restrictions introduced in line with the Living with Covid-19 Plan. 

Details of CRSS were published in Finance Act 2020 and detailed operational guidelines, 
which are based on the terms and conditions of the scheme as set out in the legislation, have 
been published on the Revenue website at: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/
budget-information/2021/crss-guidelines.pdf.

To qualify under the scheme a business must, under specific terms of the Covid restrictions, 
be required to either prohibit or significantly restrict, customers from accessing their business 
premises to purchase goods or services, with the result that the business either has to temporar-
ily close or to operate at a significantly reduced level. For the purposes of CRSS, a qualifying 
“business premises” is a building or other similar fixed physical structure in which a business 
activity is ordinarily carried on. 

Where a business does not ordinarily operate from a fixed business premises, such as a 
haulage business that ordinarily operates from mobile vehicles, that business will not meet the 
eligibility criteria for CRSS. Similarly, a business such as a photographer or videographer that 
provides its services at events, including weddings, at different venues will not meet the eligi-
bility criteria. 

I have also previously indicated that an on-course bookmaker operating from a mobile 
premises or a premises not permanently fixed in place, such as a stand at a racecourse, is not 
operating from a business premises for the purposes of CRSS and therefore is not eligible to 
make a claim under the scheme. The Deputies will also appreciate that outdoor activity busi-
nesses, by their very nature, generally do not provide services in premises to which access is 
restricted. Therefore, they are not eligible for the CRSS and I have no plans to change this. In 
the same way, camping and caravan operations are not eligible for the CRSS. 

It is not sufficient that the trade of a business has been impacted because of a reduction in 
customer demand as a consequence of Covid-19.  The scheme only applies where, as a direct 
result of the specific terms of the Government restrictions, the business is required to either 
prohibit or restrict access to its business premises.

The CRSS is an additional measure for businesses in a region subject to significant Covid-19 
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restrictions. Businesses who do not qualify under this scheme may be entitled to support under 
various measures put in place by Government, including existing supports available under the 
COVID Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS) and the range of measures announced as part of Budget 2021 to support particular sec-
tors including Tourism and live entertainment. They may also be eligible to warehouse VAT and 
PAYE (Employer) debts and also excess payments received by employers under the Temporary 
Wage Subsidy Scheme, and the balance of Income Tax for 2019 and Preliminary Tax for 2020 
for self-assessed taxpayers if applicable.

The purpose of the CRSS is to provide additional support to the businesses who have had 
to close temporarily or significantly restrict access to their premises as a direct result of public 
health Regulations.  The Government will continue to assess the effects of the Covid-19 pan-
demic on the economy and I will continue to work with Ministerial colleagues to ensure that 
appropriate supports are in place to mitigate these effects.

13/01/2021WRJ06000Tax Credits

13/01/2021WRJ06100204. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if consideration will be 
given to applying a tax credit (details supplied) to persons who retrofit homes for energy ef-
ficiency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1028/21]

13/01/2021WRJ06200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will appreciate, the in-
troduction of any new tax expenditure measures would arise in the context of the Budget and 
Finance Bill process.  Furthermore, I must always be mindful of the public finances and the 
many demands on the Exchequer. Tax reliefs, no matter how worthwhile in themselves, lead to 
a narrowing of the tax base.

Proposals for tax expenditure measures should be assessed in accordance with my depart-
ment’s Tax Expenditure Guidelines.  Drawing on economic evidence, these make clear that 
it is important that any policy proposal which involves tax expenditures should only occur in 
limited circumstances where there are demonstrable market failures and where a tax-based in-
centive is more efficient than a direct expenditure intervention. 

The proposal for a domestic retrofit tax incentive was explored by my officials in a Tax 
Strategy Group paper on Climate Action and Tax, published in July 2019 (available at https://
assets.gov.ie/19116/c447474fea5e422080a6384b7a84fbed.pdf).

The paper observed that:

- In terms of current direct expenditure measures in the energy efficiency sector, the Gov-
ernment continues to make grants available to householders who wish to improve the energy 
efficiency of their home through the SEAI’s Better Energy Homes (BEH) and Deep retrofit 
Grant programme.

- Recent research undertaken by the ESRI into householder preferences regarding retrofit 
subsidy schemes found that households strongly prefer cash payment subsidies (i.e. up-front 
discounts or cash back post works) versus other indirect methods of financial support (e.g. tax 
credits). 

- From an equity perspective, tax expenditure measures can be regressive by nature, given 
that only those who pay taxes qualify, and those with greatest income benefit the most. As such, 
a tax incentive measure as proposed may be of little benefit to certain groups who are most 
likely to suffer from energy poverty, for example the elderly or those on limited incomes. 
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- The Home Renovation Incentive (the tax measure on which the proposal was based) ex-
pired on 31 December 2018 following an ex-post analysis of the scheme. The review found that 
in the context of the current housing supply shortage, and the need at that time to deliver 25,000 
additional housing units per annum over the period 2017-2021, there was a risk that the retrofit 
scheme could lead to increased competition for scarce resources within the construction sector, 
leading to upward pressure on construction costs and house prices. The review concluded that 
the potential for displacement of labour from work on new builds to work on home renovations 
would create a high opportunity cost of labour associated with HRI which was not present at the 
inception of the scheme. Given the continued constraints on the construction sector’s ability to 
hire labour to deliver a supply of new housing units, similar issues may arise with regard to the 
introduction of this proposed tax based measure.

Having regard to these considerations, the case for introducing a tax measure along the lines 
mentioned by the Deputy is not a strong one from the perspective of my Department.

13/01/2021WRJ06300Living City Initiative

13/01/2021WRJ06400205. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Finance the amount allocated annu-
ally to date to the Dublin City Council living city initiative; and the details of future expansion 
of funding and the geographic remit within Dublin city as facilitated by departmental funding. 
[1164/21]

13/01/2021WRJ06500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Living City Initiative (LCI) was 
provided for in Finance Act 2013 and commenced on 5th May 2015. In my Budget 2020 speech, 
I announced that the LCI would be extended from 5 May 2020 to 31 December 2022. 

It is a tax incentive aimed at the regeneration of the historic inner cities of Dublin, Cork, 
Galway, Kilkenny, Limerick and Waterford. The scheme provides income or corporation tax 
relief for qualifying expenditure incurred in refurbishing/converting qualifying buildings which 
are located within pre-determined ‘Special Regeneration Areas’ (SRAs). As a tax expenditure 
measure, LCI is not a voted expenditure; the incentive is administered by Revenue on a national 
basis and allocations are not made to local authorities.  As such, it is not possible to identify the 
extent to which tax relief under the scheme may have supported qualifying work within any one 
local authority area, including the area within the remit of the council mentioned by the Deputy. 

There are three types of relief available:

- Owner-occupier residential relief;

- Rented residential relief; and,

- Commercial/Retail relief. 

The following table outlines the cost/uptake for all 3 elements combined of the scheme na-
tionally between 2013 and 2018 (the most recent year for which data are available).

Year  No. of claimants Max Tax Cost (€M)* Amount claimed (€M)
2018 27 0.2 0.5
 2017  20  0.1 0.4
 2016  15  0.2 0.5
 2015  13  0.2 0.5
 2014  N/A  0.1 0.2
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Year  No. of claimants Max Tax Cost (€M)* Amount claimed (€M)
 2013  N/A  0.05 0.1
*assumed at 40% for IT and 12.5% for CT

The special regeneration areas for the Living City Initiative were designated following con-
sultation with the relevant city councils and an independent review by a third party advisor. 
Specific criteria were set down in respect of the areas which should be included within the remit 
of the LCI which were required to be taken into account by the relevant city councils when put-
ting forward the proposed Special Regeneration Areas for each city. In particular, it was stated 
that the Special Regeneration Areas should be inner city areas which are largely comprised of 
dwellings built before 1915, where there is above average unemployment and which demon-
strate clear evidence of neglect, dereliction and under-use. It was specified that areas which are 
generally regarded as affluent, have high occupancy rates and which do not require regeneration 
should not be included in the Special Regeneration Areas. I have no plans at present to amend 
the zones. 

Officials in my Department reviewed the Living City Initiative in 2016 in consultation with 
the relevant councils and the then Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affairs. On foot of that review, a number of changes were brought forward to the scheme in 
Budget 2017 in order to make the initiative more attractive and effective. The principal change 
extended the residential element of the scheme to landlords, who are now able to claim the re-
lief by way of accelerated capital allowances for the conversion and refurbishment of property, 
which was built prior to 1915, where such property is to be used for residential purposes. In 
addition, the requirement for a pre-1915 building to have been originally constructed for use 
as a dwelling in order to qualify for the residential element of the Initiative was removed. The 
floor area restriction for owner-occupiers has also been removed, while the minimum amount 
of capital expenditure required for eligibility for relief, under all elements of the scheme, was 
also amended and must now only exceed €5,000. 

The aim is to get the design of the Initiative right so that it can work in an effective manner. 
Once it is clear that this have been achieved, it will then be possible to consider if and how the 
Initiative might be extended to other locations. Unless the underpinning scheme is made more 
effective, extension of eligibility for it to other towns is likely to be largely ineffective.

  Question No. 206 answered with Question No. 203.

13/01/2021WRJ06700Tax Reliefs

13/01/2021WRJ06800207. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding tax relief for dental expenses; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1762/21]

13/01/2021WRJ06900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The rationale behind income tax relief 
for health expenses is broadly intended to provide assistance for those expenses of a significant 
or exceptional nature. 

Expenses for treatment of a routine nature or minor nature are therefore typically excluded.  
An example of this is that routine dental treatment does not attract the relief, though orthodontic 
treatment would. 

Consistent with this rationale, tax relief in respect of qualifying health expenses is provided 
for in section 469 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  
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Routine dental treatment is explicitly excluded under the legislation and is defined as “the 
extraction, scaling and filling of teeth and the provision and repairing of artificial teeth or den-
tures”.

However, an individual can claim tax relief in respect of non-routine dental care provided 
by a registered practitioner.  A comprehensive and indeed non-exhaustive list of relevant pro-
cedures is available on the Revenue website.  This list includes major interventions such as 
periodontal treatment for gum disease and orthodontic treatment to provide braces. 

The exclusion of expenses incurred in respect of routine dental treatment has been in place 
since the relief’s inception in 1967 and I am satisfied that the legislation as drafted and imple-
mented provides sufficient flexibility for expenses that should qualify.  There are no plans to 
change these arrangements at this time.  

In this regard I note that tax relief for medical expenses is a commonly availed of relief – the 
most data from 2018 highlights that 522,800 taxpayer units utilised the relief at an Exchequer 
cost of €156m.

If routine dental expenses, such as dentures, were tax relieved, it would inevitably lead to 
calls for other treatments to similarly qualify for relief.  This could greatly increase the overall 
cost of the tax relief and given the current challenging fiscal environment, I am not predisposed 
to such a potential cost increase. 

However, the Deputy will be aware that in recent years there has been an increase in the 
level of dental benefits available through the social insurance system administered by the De-
partment of Social Protection.  In this regard it is noted that tax relief is only of assistance to 
individuals who have sufficient tax liability and so direct expenditure may be a more effective 
way of targeting assistance to those who may need a specific support.

  Questions Nos. 208 to 210, inclusive, answered with Question No. 203.

13/01/2021WRJ07300National Asset Management Agency

13/01/2021WRJ07400211. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if assets were sold back to 
and-or transferred by NAMA and-or a third party to a person (details supplied) following their 
bankruptcy; and if he is satisfied that the beneficial owner procedures have been adhered to in 
relation to this asset. [44742/20]

13/01/2021WRJ07500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, NAMA 
does not typically own or sell properties, rather NAMA owns loans for which the properties act 
as security. Secured properties remain in the ownership and control of their registered owners, 
or appointed receivers where applicable. These parties also manage the sales process.

As regards the property referenced by the Deputy, I am advised that the property was openly 
marketed and sold by the appointed receiver in 2013. Once a property has been sold, NAMA 
has no further involvement. 

By virtue of sections 99 and 202 of the NAMA Act, NAMA is precluded from disclosing 
the name of the purchaser of the asset, however NAMA has confirmed to me that the purchaser 
was not the individual referenced by the Deputy. Additionally, NAMA confirms that, at the time 
of the sale, NAMA obtained written confirmations from the purchaser of the property which 
confirmed that, among other things, the purchaser was not a party precluded from completing 
the purchase by virtue of section 172(3) of the NAMA Act. 
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Section 172(3) is a legal provision that prevents assets held as security for loans acquired 
by NAMA from being sold back to defaulting debtors, or persons acting on behalf of defaulting 
debtors. Additionally, under section 7(2) of the NAMA Act, any person who intentionally, reck-
lessly or through gross negligence provides false or inaccurate information to NAMA commits 
a crime.

On the basis of the information provided by NAMA regarding this transaction, I am satisfied 
that the asset disposal was compliant with section 172 of the NAMA Act.

13/01/2021WRK00200Value Added Tax

13/01/2021WRK00300212. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance his plans to equally apply a 
standard rate of value added tax to all white candles used in churches to ensure a level playing 
field and avoid a situation in which some non-cylindrical shaped candles face a competitive 
disadvantage of being taxed at 23% while other non-cylindrical candles do not have this level 
of VAT applied; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44768/20]

13/01/2021WRK00400231. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding VAT 
on church candles (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45137/20]

13/01/2021WRK00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 212 
and 231 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the VAT rating of goods and services is subject to EU VAT 
law, with which Irish VAT law must comply.  In general, the VAT Directive provides that all 
goods and services are liable to VAT at the standard rate unless they fall within Annex III of the 
Directive, in respect of which Member States may apply either one or two reduced rates of VAT. 
Ireland, in line with the VAT Directive, also maintains several standstill provisions and deroga-
tions that allows it to maintain reduced rates, zero rates and exemptions to certain supplies for 
historical reasons. These standstill provisions and derogations cannot be extended. 

In accordance with one such standstill provision, white (including off-white and cream) 
cylindrical candles and night-lights are zero rated for VAT purposes. Other candles and night-
lights, such as those that are decorated, spiralled, tapered or perfumed, are liable to VAT at the 
standard rate.

I introduced an amendment in Finance Bill 2020 to remove the application of the zero rate 
of VAT to a category of candles which will consequently provide for the taxation of all candles 
at the standard rate of VAT, currently 21%. Following discussions at Committee Stage of the 
Bill and having received numerous representations, I decided on a later date for implementing 
this change on the basis that this will allow the parties involved to amend their pricing and con-
tracts which would already have been set based on the zero rate of VAT.  The proposed amend-
ment will come into effect on the 1 January 2022.

13/01/2021WRK00600Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRK00700213. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance if his Department or State 
agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded contracts to a company (details sup-
plied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered for; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44785/20]

13/01/2021WRK00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department has not awarded any 
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contract to ‘Competence Assurance Solutions Ltd, trading as CAS’ in the 5 year time frame 
from 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2020. 

In relation to the seventeen Bodies under the aegis of my Department (listed below), I am 
informed that none of these bodies have awarded a contract to this company in the time frame 
concerned.

Comptroller and Auditor General, Central Bank of Ireland, Credit Review Office, Cred-
it Union Advisory Committee, Credit Union Restructuring Board, Disabled Drivers Medical 
Board of Appeal, Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman, Home Building Finance Ire-
land, Investor Compensation Company DAC, Irish Bank Resolution Corporation, Irish Finan-
cial Services Appeals Tribunal, Irish Fiscal Advisory Council, National Asset Management 
Agency, National Treasury Management Agency, Office of the Revenue Commissioners, Stra-
tegic Banking Corporation of Ireland, Tax Appeals Commission.

13/01/2021WRK00900Vehicle Registration Tax

13/01/2021WRK01000214. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that there are six-to-eight week delays in getting an appointment for a car to 
be assessed for VRT in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44803/20]

13/01/2021WRK01100215. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if consideration will be 
given to granting an extension to current VRT rates until the middle or end of January 2021 
until the backlog is cleared; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44804/20]

13/01/2021WRK01200216. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if consideration will be 
given to identifying an alternative centre in County Cork to deal with the assessment of vehicles 
for VRT due to the current backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44805/20]

13/01/2021WRK01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 214 
to 216, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that because of the interruptions to the operation of National Car 
Testing (NCT) centres and the continuing need to limit the number of customers attending the 
centres due to COVID 19 restrictions, there are delays in getting pre-registration inspection ap-
pointments.  Revenue is aware that some people that sought appointments earlier in December 
have been unable to get them before the end of December and are concerned about the implica-
tions for the VRT that will apply.

In relation to VRT, while the rates changed on 1 January it is not necessarily the case that 
the amount of VRT charged on registration in January will be higher than if the vehicle was 
registered in December.  Where a delay in registration beyond the normal waiting times for a 
pre-registration appointment results in a higher VRT liability in January, Revenue is prepared to 
allow the lower charge to apply.  NCT centres will be advised to contact Revenue in such cases.

Revenue monitors the registration service provided by National Car Testing Service (NCTS) 
Centres on an ongoing basis.  In the context of the safety protocols relating to Covid-19, the 
capacity of NCTS Centres is restricted and there is less opportunity to increase their level of 
service than would otherwise be possible.  This has resulted in delays in a number of Centres 
including the two Cork Centres.  Working hours have been extended in these Centres to address 
the backlog. At present customers can expect to wait between 6 and 20 working days for a pre-
registration appointment; the 20 day wait occurs in two NCTS centres. 
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The service provider has also increased its pre-inspection service for cars held by authorised 
motor dealers – details are at the following links: https://www.revenue.ie/en/importing-vehi-
cles-duty-free-allowances/guide-to-vrt/authorised-dealers-and-processes/pre-inspection-by-
national-car-testing-service-ncts.aspx and https://www.ncts.ie/1155.  The registration service 
offered to authorised dealers on the Revenue Online Service (ROS) for new cars and cars that 
have been pre-inspected has remained unchanged since the original restrictions in March and 
such vehicles may be registered in the normal way before delivery to a customer.

Overall, Revenue is satisfied that the service being provided at present is reasonable in the 
context of the safety protocols that are necessary in NCTS Centres.

13/01/2021WRK01600Public Expenditure Data

13/01/2021WRK01700217. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Finance the number of capital project 
contracts final accounts that have exceeded the tender value by more than 20% in each of the 
years 2010 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44810/20]

13/01/2021WRK01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department has had no capital 
project contracts that exceeded the tender value by more than 20% in each of the years 2010 to 
2020. 

13/01/2021WRK01900Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

13/01/2021WRK02000218. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Finance the status of the disabled 
drivers and disabled passengers’ scheme following the amendment to the Finance Bill 2020; 
and the date new applicants can apply for the scheme. [44823/20]

13/01/2021WRK02100221. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Finance the policy or legisla-
tive changes he plans to make to the Disabled Drivers Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regula-
tions 1994 and the related primary medical certificates following the Supreme Court ruling of 
18 June 2020. [44867/20]

13/01/2021WRK02200223. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance when changes to the dis-
abled drivers and passengers’ scheme will come into effect; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44972/20]

13/01/2021WRK02300238. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Finance when the necessary commu-
nications to the Minister for Health and the HSE will be made to allow for the resumption of 
issuing primary medical certificates; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1226/21]

13/01/2021WRK02400243. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that his Department has advised the HSE to pause all applications for the 
primary medical certificate which have not already been assessed due to a Supreme Court deci-
sion; when assessment of these applications will resume; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1288/21]

13/01/2021WRK02500244. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance when assessments for applica-
tions for primary medical certificates will recommence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1312/21]

13/01/2021WRK02600257. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if the provisions in the Fi-
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nance Act 2020 with regard to primary medical certificates are now being implemented; if 
medical assessments are being performed by the HSE; the steps he is taking to deal with the 
backlog of applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1804/21]

13/01/2021WRK02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 218, 
221, 223, 238, 243, 244 and 257 together.

Following approval of the Finance Act 2020, which provides for the medical criteria for the 
Disabled Drivers Scheme, the HSE has been informed that medical assessments can recom-
mence from 1 January 2021. This is considered to be an interim solution only. A comprehen-
sive review of the scheme, to include a broader review of mobility supports for persons with 
disabilities, will be conducted this year. On foot of that review new proposals will be brought 
forward for consideration. 

Separately, the ability to hold assessments may be impacted on by, among other things, the 
public health restrictions in place and the role of the HSE Medical Officers in the roll out of the 
COVID vaccination programme.

13/01/2021WRK02800Tax and Social Welfare Codes

13/01/2021WRK02900219. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Finance the reason persons (details sup-
plied) who are jointly assessed for means by the Department of Social Protection have been 
refused joint assessment by the Revenue Commissioners for tax and dependant purposes on the 
basis that they must be either married or in a civil partnership to avail of same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44850/20]

13/01/2021WRK03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In situations where a couple is cohab-
iting, rather than married or in a civil partnership, each partner is treated for the purposes of 
income tax as a separate and unconnected individual. Because they are treated separately for 
tax purposes, credits, tax bands and reliefs cannot be transferred from one partner to the other. 

The basis for the current tax treatment of married couples derives from the Supreme Court 
decision in Murphy vs. Attorney General (1980). This decision was based on Article 41.3.1 of 
the Constitution where the State pledges to protect the institution of marriage. The decision held 
that it was contrary to the Constitution for a married couple, both of whom are working, to pay 
more tax than two single people living together and having the same income. 

To the extent that there are differences in the tax treatment of the different categories of cou-
ples, such differences arise from the objective of dealing with different types of circumstances 
while at the same time respecting the constitutional requirements to protect the institution of 
marriage. Cohabitants do not have the same legal rights and obligations as a married couple or 
couple in a civil partnership which is why they are not accorded similar tax treatment to couples 
who have a civil status that is recognised in law. Any change in the tax treatment of cohabiting 
couples can only be addressed in the broader context of future social and legal policy develop-
ment in relation to such couples.

I have also been advised by Revenue that, from a practical perspective, it would be very 
difficult to administer a regime for cohabitants which would be the same as that for married 
couples or civil partners. Married couples and civil partners have a verifiable official confirma-
tion of their status. It would be difficult, intrusive and time-consuming to confirm declarations 
by individuals that they were actually cohabiting. It would also be difficult to establish when 
cohabitation started or ceased.  There would also be legal issues with regard to ‘connected per-
sons’. To counter tax avoidance, ‘connected persons’ are frequently defined throughout the vari-
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ous Tax Acts. The definitions extend to relatives and children of spouses and civil partners. This 
would be very difficult to prove and enforce in respect of persons connected with a cohabiting 
couple where the couple has no legal recognition. There may be an advantage in tax legislation 
for a married couple or civil partners as regards the extended rate band and the ability to trans-
fer credits. However, their legal status has wider consequences from a tax perspective both for 
themselves and persons connected with them.

The question as to how cohabiting couple are treated for the purposes of social welfare pay-
ments is a matter for my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection.

13/01/2021WRK03100Interest Rates

13/01/2021WRK03200220. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his plans to bring forward propos-
als to introduce a market wide cap on interest rates charged by licensed moneylenders; if he 
is considering legislative changes to the operation and regulation of the moneylending sector 
based on the submissions received in response to the consultation exercise entitled capping the 
cost of licensed moneylenders and other public matters commenced by his Department in May 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44859/20]

13/01/2021WRK03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Finance undertook 
a public consultation in 2019 seeking views on capping the cost of licensed moneylenders and 
other regulatory matters in relation to moneylending. The submissions received, proposed a 
number of policy changes in relation to the moneylending industry and are broadly in favour of 
introducing an interest rate restriction.

A number of potential policy proposals have been prepared in light of these submissions and 
I am currently reviewing a draft report setting out these proposals which I hope to publish in 
the coming months. Key to this process will be trying to balance improvements for borrowers 
with the potential for unintended consequences in terms of financial exclusion, if the supply of 
credit is reduced.

The Central Bank published Regulations on 8 June 2020 to strengthen protections for con-
sumers of licensed moneylending services and to enhance professional standards in the sec-
tor. The regulations include a requirement on Moneylenders to include prominent, high cost 
warnings in all advertisements for moneylending loans with an Annual Percentage Rate (APR) 
over 23 per cent. The warning must also prompt consumers to consider alternatives. The regu-
lations came into effect on 1 January 2021. However, recognising the financial effects of CO-
VID-19 on consumers, the ‘high-cost warning’ requirement in respect of advertisements for 
moneylending loans with an APR in excess of 23% came into effect on 1 September 2020.

The Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) is available to anyone experiencing 
problems with budgeting and debt. Furthermore, I would encourage anyone who is in receipt 
of a social welfare payment to explore the option of a Personal Micro Credit Scheme Loan. 
These loans are branded as the ‘It Makes Sense Loan’ and are offered through the credit union 
network. 108 credit unions and 173 sub-offices (281 locations in total) are now in a position to 
offer the ‘It Makes Sense Loan’.

  Question No. 221 answered with Question No. 218.

  Question No. 222 answered with Question No. 203.

  Question No. 223 answered with Question No. 218.
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13/01/2021WRK03700Help-To-Buy Scheme

13/01/2021WRK03800224. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Finance the position regarding the in-
clusion of second-hand homes within the help-to-buy scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44976/20]

13/01/2021WRK03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy incentive (HTB) is a 
scheme to assist first-time purchasers with the deposit they need to buy or build a new house 
or apartment.  The incentive gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax 
(DIRT) paid in the State over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legisla-
tion.  The incentive is scheduled to operate until the end of 2021.

HTB is designed to stimulate the supply of new houses in the housing market and to assist 
first time buyers in accumulating a deposit for a new home. In order to help further meet these 
goals, I announced an enhancement to the existing scheme with effect from 23 July last for the 
remainder of 2020 as part of the July Stimulus Package. The legislation to give effect to this is 
set out in the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No.2) Act 2020. The Finance Act 2020 further 
extended the period of application of the enhanced levels of support until 31 December 2021.

An increase in the supply of new housing remains a priority aim of Government policy. The 
HTB scheme is specifically designed to encourage an increase in demand for affordable new 
build homes in order to encourage the construction of an additional supply of such properties. 
A move to include second-hand properties within the scope of the relief would not improve 
the effectiveness of the relief; on the contrary it could serve to dilute the incentive effect of the 
measure in terms of encouraging additional supply. 

There are no plans to extend HTB to second-hand properties.

13/01/2021WRK04000Third Level Costs

13/01/2021WRK04100225. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance if he will address the income 
tax implications of the €250 payment to non-SUSI students (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44977/20]

13/01/2021WRK04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will appreciate, the op-
eration of support measures for third level students is a matter for the Minister for Further and 
Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science.

Generally speaking, all payments to individuals are taxable in the hands of the recipient un-
less specifically exempted.  However, the basis on which the payment is made is a determining 
factor in the potential tax treatment of same.

Section 192F of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 provides an exemption for payments 
made by an awarding authority to, or in respect of, a student in accordance with a scheme or 
scheme of grants made by the Minister under the Student Support Act 2011.  Any payments 
made in accordance with that section, such as a top-up to SUSI payments, should fall within the 
exemption under s. 192F. 

I am advised by Revenue that, in the case of a payment which is not within the scope of s. 
192F, it would be taxable. Such payments may include a once-off credit provided by relevant 
institutions to students which is available for use against institutional services, such as regis-
tration fees, or in the case of a direct payment to students, where students have been unable to 
utilise their “once-off credit” with the institution.
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In the case of a refund, tax relief is available for tuition fees paid for full time students, 
subject to a single disregard amount of €3,000 per family.  Revenue advise me that, in the cir-
cumstances mentioned by the Deputy, if an amount is refunded against the student contribution 
towards tuition fees, it may result in the net tax deduction being less.  The tax deduction is a 
proportion of the eligible amount paid. Where the eligible amount paid is less, the tax deduction 
will less. 

I currently have no plans to seek to change this position.

13/01/2021WRK04300Tax Exemptions

13/01/2021WRK04400226. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Finance if the definitions of art relat-
ing to the artists exemption scheme will be reviewed (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45015/20]

13/01/2021WRK04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 195 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act 1997 provides for the exemption of certain earnings of writers, composers and artists and 
allows the Revenue Commissioners to make determinations in respect of artistic works in the 
following categories only:

- a book or other writing

- a play

- a musical composition

- a painting or other like picture

- a sculpture.

Guidelines were drawn up by the Arts Council and the then Minister for Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, for determining whether a work which falls within the scope of the activities 
listed in the section is an original and creative work and whether it has, or is generally recog-
nised as having, cultural or artistic merit and consequentially can qualify for the exemption. The 
exemption does not extend to income arising from other endeavours, including: 

- royalties paid or associated with the performance of music whether by the composer or 
another artist;

- performance royalties paid or associated from the sale of CDs etc. (song writing royalties 
are      exempt);

- receipts from live performances;

- arrangements, adaptations or versions of musical compositions which is not of such sig-
nificance as to  amount to an original composition;

- any writing visual or musical work created for advertising or publicity purposes;

- a book which is primarily used either by students in a course of study or by a person in a 
trade, business, profession, vocation or branch of learning as an aide to that  trade, business, 
profession vocation or branch of learning;

- Any work of journalism published in a newspaper, journal, magazine or on the internet.
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However, the difficulties faced by certain artists and sections of the arts community aris-
ing from the Covid-19 crisis are acknowledged.  With this in mind, the Government made ad-
ditional allocations for the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media in 
Budget 2021. This was aimed, in part, at facilitating measures to address the significant impacts 
of the pandemic on the arts and culture sector, including, I understand:

- An additional €50m support for live entertainment.

- Funding for the Arts Council of €130m.

- A €9m increase in funding for Screen Ireland from its initial 2020 allocation to over €30m.

- €8m to provide for the transfer of the National Symphony Orchestra to the National Con-
cert Hall.

Taken together, these measures represents a specific and comprehensive response tailored 
to the needs of the arts sector. 

In the circumstances, I have no plans at present to review the artistic criteria that apply to 
the artists’ tax exemption.

13/01/2021WRK04600Dog Breeding Industry

13/01/2021WRK04700227. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Finance the level of tax that has been 
paid by puppy breeders, puppy sellers, puppy farms in each of the past five years; and if his 
Department is pursuing dog selling platforms that are selling in Ireland but registered outside 
Ireland. [45060/20]

13/01/2021WRK04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
amount of tax paid by puppy breeders, puppy sellers and puppy farms is not separately identifi-
able from tax returns because the pan-European ‘NACE’ classification system (used by Rev-
enue) does not uniquely identify such activities. Also, in many instances, the type of operations 
mentioned by the Deputy are part of wider activities by taxpayers and are not separately cat-
egorised in tax returns. 

However, Revenue has confirmed that dog related activities, including those mentioned by 
the Deputy, are included in its risk intervention programmes. Under these programmes, cases 
are risk-ranked, drawing on a wide range of data sources including details provided directly by 
taxpayers and information received from third party sources. The level of risk identified in any 
case determines the intervention to be undertaken, ranging from assurance checks to tax audits 
and investigations with a view to criminal prosecution in the most egregious cases. 

Revenue also operates a dedicated unit which appraises non-resident online businesses to 
identify any tax risk and to determine the level of intervention required. 

Finally, Revenue has advised me that its Customs teams continue to play a vital role in sup-
porting the DSPCA and animal welfare groups in the detection of illegal puppy exports from 
Irish Ports and have achieved significant successes in this regard.

13/01/2021WRK04900Tax Code

13/01/2021WRK05000228. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
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Question No. 60 of 9 December 2020, if it is correct that the €3,000 annual gift exemption does 
not form part of the aggregate lifetime inheritance calculation so it remains that the child of two 
partners can get €6,000 per year that is not included in that calculation whereas the child of one 
parent can only get €3,000. [45069/20]

13/01/2021WRK05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A person may receive a gift up to the 
value of €3,000 from any person in any calendar year without having to pay Capital Acquisi-
tions Tax.  It is correct that gifts within this limit are not taken into account in computing Capital 
Acquisitions Tax and are not included for aggregation purposes.

This means that a person may take a gift from several people in the same calendar year and 
the first €3,000 from each disponer is exempt from Capital Acquisitions Tax. The small gifts 
exemption is not dependent on the relationship between the disponer and the beneficiary. It ap-
plies to gifts taken from any person, and is not limited to gifts from a parent to a child.

  Question No. 229 answered with Question No. 203.

13/01/2021WRK05300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRK05400230. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if the criteria for the Covid 
restrictions support scheme will be expanded to include sports clubs that operate a licensed 
premises in view of the fact that they are down business due to the various levels of restrictions 
and will likely continue to go through. [45121/20]

13/01/2021WRK05500240. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if it is possible for sports clubs 
and leisure centres which operate bars and restaurants on their premises to apply for the Covid 
restrictions support scheme for those businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1268/21]

13/01/2021WRK05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 230 
and 240 together.

The CRSS is a targeted support for businesses significantly impacted by restrictions intro-
duced by the Government under public health regulations to combat the effects of the Covid-19 
pandemic. The support is available to companies, self-employed individuals and partnerships 
who carry on a trade or trading activities, the profits from which are chargeable to tax under 
Case I of Schedule D, from a business premises located in a region subject to restrictions intro-
duced in line with the Living with Covid-19 Plan. 

To qualify under the scheme a business must, under specific terms of the Covid restrictions, 
be required to either prohibit or significantly restrict, customers from accessing their business 
premises to purchase goods or services, with the result that the business either has to temporarily 
close or to operate at a significantly reduced level. Details of CRSS were published in Finance 
Act 2020 and detailed operational guidelines, which are based on the terms and conditions of 
the scheme as set out in the legislation, have been published on the Revenue website at: https://
www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/budget-information/2021/crss-guidelines.pdf. 

Businesses whose trading profits are exempt from the charge to tax under Case I of Schedule 
D do not meet the eligibility criteria for CRSS. 

A sports club that has been granted a sports body exemption (an approved sports body) is 
exempt from paying Corporation Tax or Income tax on any income received where the income 
is used for the purpose of promoting the game or sport. Such income would include income 
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from a bar registered under the Clubs Act 1904 by a sports club. As an approved sports body 
is not chargeable to tax under Case I of Schedule D in respect of its trading profits, it will not 
qualify for CRSS. An approved sports body is not exempt from Value Added Tax (VAT) or 
payroll taxes and may be entitled to financial support under other measures put in place by the 
Government, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS).  An approved sports 
body may also be eligible under the Debt Warehousing Scheme to ‘park’ certain VAT and PAYE 
(Employer) liabilities and any excess payments received under the Temporary Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (TWSS).

A sports club that does not have a sports body exemption and which has income, for ex-
ample from a gym, bar or restaurant trade, subject to tax under Case I of Schedule D may be 
eligible for CRSS for periods of restrictions where that business meets the qualification criteria 
for the scheme. 

I have no plans to extend the eligibility of the scheme.

  Question No. 231 answered with Question No. 212.

13/01/2021WRK05800Mortgage Lending

13/01/2021WRK05900232. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that mortgage providers are refusing loans on the basis that an applicant is on 
the employment wage subsidy scheme regardless of ability to make repayments; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45151/20]

13/01/2021WRK06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since the COVID-19 situa-
tion first arose, I have maintained contact with the BPFI and lenders on the measures they 
have put in place to assist their customers who are economically impacted by the pandemic.  In 
relation to the particular issue of new mortgage lending, the main retail banks previously con-
firmed that they are considering mortgage applications and mortgage drawdowns in relation to 
their customers who were on the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme on a case by case basis 
and that they are taking a fair and balanced approach.  Lenders continue to process mortgage 
applications and have supports in place to assist customers impacted by COVID-19.  Therefore, 
if mortgage applicants have any queries or concerns about the impact of COVID-19 on their 
mortgage application, they should in the first instance contact their lender directly on the matter.

However, there are certain consumer protection requirements which govern the provision of 
mortgage credit.  For example, the European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) 
Regulations 2016 (CMCAR) provide that, before concluding a mortgage credit agreement, a 
lender must make a thorough assessment of the consumer’s creditworthiness with a view to 
verifying the prospect of the consumer being able to meet his or her obligations under the credit 
agreement.  The CMCAR further provide that a lender should only make credit available to a 
consumer where the result of the creditworthiness assessment indicates that the consumer’s 
obligations resulting from the credit agreement are likely to be met in the manner required 
under that agreement.  The assessment of creditworthiness must be carried out on the basis of 
information on the consumer’s income and expenses and other financial and economic circum-
stances which is necessary, sufficient and proportionate. 

In addition, the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 imposes ‘Knowing the 
Consumer and Suitability’ requirements on lenders.  Under these requirements, lenders are re-
quired to assess affordability of credit and the suitability of a product or service based on the in-
dividual circumstances of each borrower.  The Code specifies that the affordability assessment 
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must include consideration of the information gathered on the borrower’s personal circum-
stances and financial situation.  Furthermore, where a lender refuses a mortgage application, 
the CMCAR requires that the lender must inform the consumer without delay of the refusal. In 
addition, the Code requires that the lender must clearly outline to the consumer the reasons why 
the credit was not approved, and provide these reasons on paper if requested.

Within this regulatory framework, the decision to grant or refuse an application for mort-
gage credit remains a commercial matter for the individual lender.  Nevertheless, the Central 
Bank has indicated that it expects all regulated firms to take a consumer-focused approach and 
to act in their customers’ best interests at all times, including during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
If a mortgage applicant is not satisfied with how a regulated firm is dealing with them in relation 
to an application for credit, or they believe that the regulated firm is not following the require-
ments of the Central Bank’s codes and regulations or other financial services law, they should 
make a complaint directly to the regulated firm.  If the mortgage applicant is still not satisfied 
with the response from the regulated firm, he or she can refer the complaint to the statutory 
Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman. 

13/01/2021WRK06100Mortgage Data

13/01/2021WRK06200233. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if he will review correspon-
dence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45177/20]

13/01/2021WRK06300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive, is 
a scheme to assist first-time purchasers with the deposit they need to buy or build a new house 
or apartment.  The incentive gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax 
(DIRT) paid in Ireland over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legislation. 

Section 477C Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 outlines the definitions and conditions that ap-
ply to the HTB scheme. A claimant under the scheme must make an application confirming s/
he meets various conditions specified in the section, including that s/he is a first-time purchaser 
and that he or she has completed a tax return form and is tax compliant for each of the tax years 
for which a claim is being made.

In particular, the legislation provides that where applicants: 

(i) enter into a contract for the purchase of a new house or apartment, or 

(ii) make the first draw down of the mortgage in the case of a self-build property,

during the qualifying period of 19 July 2016 to 31 December 2021, they may avail of the 
HTB scheme, subject to all other conditions being satisfied. 

I am advised by Revenue that, based on the details provided, as the first tranche of the mort-
gage for the self-build property was drawn down before the commencement of the qualifying 
period 19 July 2016 (i.e. drawn down in May 2016), HTB relief would not be available as the 
conditions of the scheme are not satisfied.  As with all time bound reliefs, there will always be 
those who just miss out on qualification as is the case unfortunately in the current instance. 

13/01/2021WRK06400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRK06500234. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the status of a matter (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1005/21]
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13/01/2021WRK06600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The purpose of the Stay and Spend 
scheme is to provide targeted support to businesses within the hospitality sector whose opera-
tions are likely to be most affected by continued restrictions. 

Stay and Spend provides tax relief by means of a tax credit at the rate of 20% on qualifying 
expenditure of up to €625 per person, or €1,250 for a jointly assessed couple. It commenced 
on 1 October 2020. The tax credit is worth a maximum of €125, or €250 for a jointly assessed 
couple. 

The scheme is due to operate until 30 April next year but the flexibility exists for me to 
extend its operation in 2021 beyond that date. However, it is too early as yet to take any deci-
sions in that regard. Much will depend on how matters unfold in the weeks and months ahead. 
As I have said previously, I will be monitoring the scheme, to see how it’s working and if any 
changes need to be made. We need to keep policies that are working, and change ones that 
might not be working as planned, but at all times, ensuring they are affordable.

It is important also to recall that the scheme should not be viewed in isolation from the other 
measures put in place to support businesses generally and the hospitality sector in particular. 
The VAT change; the rates waiver; the extension of the wage support scheme until next year and 
its extension to new or seasonal staff; and other Government measures all play a part in helping 
the sector cope with the challenges it faces.

13/01/2021WRK06700Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRK06800235. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the status of a matter (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1006/21]

13/01/2021WRK06900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 18 March last the Banking and 
Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) announced a coordinated approach by banks and other 
lenders to help their customers who were economically impacted by the Covid-19 crisis. The 
measures included flexible loan repayment arrangements where needed, including loan pay-
ment breaks initially for a period up to three months and then subsequently extended for up 
to six months. The implementation of this voluntary moratorium by the banking industry was 
a flexible response to the emerging COVID-19 crisis and ensured that a large volume of affected 
customers could benefit quickly during a fast moving and evolving public health crisis.

The Deputy may wish to note that borrowers whose payment break ended were given an 
option to return to full repayments based on the same term of the loan or to extend the term of 
the loan or to engage further with their bank on suitable arrangements. On 30 November last, 
the BPFI reported that approximately 49% of SMEs returned to repaying on the existing term 
whilst 46% returned to repaying on extended term basis and just over 5% returned on reduced 
repayments. 

On the question of whether new payment breaks can be put in place, the Central Bank has 
confirmed that there is no regulatory impediment to lenders offering payment breaks to bor-
rowers, providing they are appropriate for the individual borrower circumstance.  The BPFI 
has also reiterated in recent days that standard payment breaks continue to be part of the wide 
range of tailored solutions which are being made available to customers upon assessment of 
their situation.

SME-borrowers have regulatory protections via the Central Bank’s SME lending regula-
tions. The SME Regulations https://centralbank.ie/news/article/regulations-for-firms-lending-
to-smes-from-2016 set out the required treatment of SMEs by regulated entities in relation to 
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various aspects of business lending. This includes detailed provisions around the credit appli-
cation process, requirements regarding security or collateral, credit refusals and withdrawals, 
handling complaints, managing arrears and having in place policies for engaging with SMEs in 
financial difficulty. The options could include additional flexibility, and this could be a short-
term arrangement such as additional periods without payments or interest-only repayments, or 
if appropriate more long term arrangements.

In addition, Credit Review https://www.creditreview.ie was established to assist those SMEs 
and farm borrowers that have had credit applications of up to €3 million refused or indeed 
an existing credit facility withdrawn or amended by the participating bank. SMEs can apply 
to Credit Review after exhausting the internal appeals process in the participating institution, 
which are currently AIB, BOI, Ulster Bank and Permanent TSB.

Through ongoing engagement with the BPFI and lenders, the Central Bank is working to 
ensure that borrowers affected by COVID-19 continue to be supported through this period of 
unprecedented stress. The Central Bank recently wrote to all lenders indicating that lenders are 
to ensure that they have sufficient expert resources to assess individual borrower circumstances, 
and to offer appropriate and sustainable solutions to affected borrowers in a timely manner in 
line with regulatory requirements. The Central Bank’s clear expectation is that lenders engage 
effectively and sympathetically with distressed borrowers. 

It should be noted that the Central Credit Register does not produce credit scores; rather the 
information on a credit report provided by the Central Credit Register is factual in nature and 
the information is provided to the Central Credit Register by lenders. It contains no guidance, 
recommendation or prohibition for lenders on what decision they should make on an applica-
tion for credit or repayment arrangements agreed with borrowers. Subject to complying with 
applicable law and regulatory requirements, it is a matter for lenders to make their own lending 
decisions in accordance with their own credit policies and risk appetites. 

I will continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that the Central Bank 
consumer protection and other applicable frameworks will be fully available to all borrowers 
that will still need support. 

  Question No. 236 answered with Question No. 203.

13/01/2021WRL00200Tax Code

13/01/2021WRL00300237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year yield 
from each 1.5% increase in the minimum effective tax rate of persons earning over €150,000 
per year. [1182/21]

13/01/2021WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The High Income Individuals’ Restric-
tion (HIIR), provided for in Section 485C of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, limits the use 
of specified reliefs in calculating a taxpayer’s taxable income. The Restriction is designed to 
ensure an effective rate of 30% where a taxpayer has income of €400,000 or more (adjusted in 
accordance with the provisions of the Section). The Restriction begins to apply when income is 
greater than €125,000 and the total of specified reliefs exceeds €80,000. 

I am advised by Revenue that taxpayers who were subject to the HIIR in 2018, the latest 
year for which data are available, with an adjusted income of €400,000 or more, had an effec-
tive tax rate (excluding USC) of 29.9%. 

Regarding the Deputy’s Question, I am advised by Revenue that taxpayers who were sub-
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ject to the HIIR on incomes between €150,000 and €400,000 in 2018 had an effective tax rate 
(excluding USC) of 23%. A 1.5% increase in this effective rate would yield an estimated €0.8m 
per year. 

I am further advised by Revenue that statistics on the operation of the HIIR are published 
at link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/research/statistical-
reports/high-income-earners-reports.aspx  , which may be of interest to the Deputy.

  Question No. 238 answered with Question No. 218.

13/01/2021WRL00600National Debt

13/01/2021WRL00700239. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the proportion of the 
national debt that is held by Irish bondholders; the proportion held by non-Irish bondholders; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1251/21]

13/01/2021WRL00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency that, at end-2020 total Gross National Debt stood at €219.5 billion. The 
table below details the composition of Ireland’s Gross National Debt at end-December 2020, 
including that Government bonds accounted for €136.8 billion or 62.3%. This Government 
bonds figure includes fixed rate treasury bonds, amortising bonds, inflation linked bonds and 
Floating Rate Notes.

Table 1 - Gross National Debt composition as at 31 December 2020

 €bn % of TOTAL
Government Bonds 136.8 62.3
EU & UK Bilateral Loans 41.4 18.9
State Savings Products 18.8 8.6
Short Term Paper 14.0 6.4
Other Medium and Long Term Debt 4.1 1.9
Borrowing from Ministerial Funds 4.3 2.0
TOTAL 219.5 100.0
 Please note that the figures in Table 1 are provisional outturn figures.

The Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) publishes a statistical table on holdings of Irish Govern-
ment Bonds on a monthly basis (available here: https://www.centralbank.ie/statistics/data-and-
analysis/securities-statistics/holdings-of-long-term-irish-government-bonds). 

The figures published on the CBI website, at end-November 2020, indicate that Irish Resi-
dents held €65.0 billion (nominal value) of Irish Government bonds while Non-Residents held 
€71.3 billion (nominal value) of Irish government bonds. CBI have indicated that these figures 
do not include inflation-linked bonds, which were issued as private placements.

  Question No. 240 answered with Question No. 230.

13/01/2021WRL01000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRL01100241. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance the measures he is taking to en-
sure that banks are not implementing unreasonably punitive measures on businesses that are 
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struggling as a result of enforced closure due to the Covid-19 pandemic especially in relation to 
loan repayments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1269/21]

13/01/2021WRL01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 18 March last the Banking and 
Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) announced a coordinated approach by banks and other 
lenders to help their customers who were economically impacted by the Covid-19 crisis.  The 
measures included flexible loan repayment arrangements where needed, including loan pay-
ment breaks initially for a period up to three months and then subsequently extended for up 
to six months. The implementation of this voluntary moratorium by the banking industry was 
a flexible response to the emerging COVID-19 crisis and ensured that a large volume of affected 
customers could benefit quickly during a fast moving and evolving public health crisis.

The Deputy may wish to note that borrowers whose payment break has ended are being 
given an option to return to full repayments based on the same term of the loan or to extend the 
term of the loan or to engage further with their bank on suitable arrangements. On 30 November 
last, the BPFI reported that approximately 49% of SMEs returned to repaying on the existing 
term whilst 46% returned to repaying on extended term basis and just over 5% are not making 
full repayments. 

The Central Bank has confirmed that there is no regulatory impediment to lenders offering 
payment breaks to borrowers, providing they are appropriate for the individual borrower cir-
cumstance.  The BPFI has also reiterated in recent days that standard payment breaks continue 
to be part of the wide range of tailored solutions which are being made available to customers 
upon assessment of their situation.

SME borrowers have regulatory protections via the Central Bank’s SME lending regula-
tions. The SME Regulations https://centralbank.ie/news/article/regulations-for-firms-lending-
to-smes-from-2016 set out the required treatment of SMEs by regulated entities in relation to 
various aspects of business lending. This includes detailed provisions around the credit appli-
cation process, requirements regarding security or collateral, credit refusals and withdrawals, 
handling complaints, managing arrears and having in place policies for engaging with SMEs in 
financial difficulty. The options could include additional flexibility, and this could be a short-
term arrangement such as additional periods without payments or interest-only repayments, or 
if appropriate more long term arrangements.

In addition, Credit Review https://www.creditreview.ie was established to assist those SMEs 
and farm borrowers that have had credit applications of up to €3 million refused or indeed 
an existing credit facility withdrawn or amended by the participating bank. SMEs can apply 
to Credit Review after exhausting the internal appeals process in the participating institution, 
which are currently AIB, BOI, Ulster Bank and Permanent TSB.

Through ongoing engagement with the BPFI and lenders, the Central Bank is working to 
ensure that borrowers affected by COVID-19 continue to be supported through this period of 
unprecedented stress. The Central Bank recently wrote to all lenders indicating that lenders are 
to ensure that they have sufficient expert resources to assess individual borrower circumstances, 
and to offer appropriate and sustainable solutions to affected borrowers in a timely manner in 
line with regulatory requirements. The Central Bank’s clear expectation is that lenders engage 
effectively and sympathetically with distressed borrowers. 

I will continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that the Central Bank 
consumer protection and other applicable frameworks will be fully available to all borrowers 
that will still need support.
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13/01/2021WRL01300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRL01400242. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase the Covid re-
strictions support scheme limit from €5,000 considering the recent move to level 5 and in view 
of the fact that the €5,000 limit is not sustainable for many medium sized businesses. [1273/21]

13/01/2021WRL01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Minister will be aware, the 
CRSS is a targeted support for businesses significantly impacted by restrictions introduced 
by the Government under public health regulations to combat the effects of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The support is available to businesses who carry on a trade from a business premises 
located in a region subject to restrictions introduced in line with the Living with Covid-19 Plan. 
To qualify under the scheme a business must, under specific terms of the Covid restrictions, 
be required to either prohibit or significantly restrict, customers from accessing their business 
premises to purchase goods or services, with the result that the business either has to temporar-
ily close or to operate at a significantly reduced level.  

Support provided under CRSS is intended to enable businesses to meet nor-
mal fixed costs associated with their business premises such as rent, insurance, utilities and so on, 
during the period in which they are subject to such restrictions.

Section 485 (7) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 was inserted by the Finance Act 2020 
which was signed by the President in December 2020. This provides that the amount of the 
Covid Restrictions Support Scheme payment in respect of any one business premises will be 
the lower of 

- 10% of turnover up to €20,000 and 5% of turnover over this amount, and 

- €5,000 per week.  

This ensures that while any size business may access the scheme, the main beneficiaries of 
CRSS are SMEs and high turnover/low fixed costs businesses do not disproportionately benefit. 
I have no plans to amend the scheme.

  Questions Nos. 243 and 244 answered with Question No. 218.

13/01/2021WRL01800Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRL01900245. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Finance if he will intervene with a fed-
eration (details supplied) and the five main retail banks to request that flexible arrangements are 
put in place for borrowers in difficulty with mortgage and loan repayments due to the third wave 
of the Covid-19 pandemic; if new payment breaks can be put in place; the role of the Central 
Bank regarding this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1386/21]

13/01/2021WRL02000247. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Finance if a new moratorium on 
mortgages will be instituted (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1454/21]

13/01/2021WRL02100249. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Finance if he has re-engaged with a group 
(details supplied) in relation to the introduction of a further payment break for borrowers in 
view of the decision by the European Banking Authority to reactivate its guidelines on legisla-
tive and non-legislative moratoria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1554/21]

13/01/2021WRL02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 245, 
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247 and 249 together.

On 18 March last the Banking and Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) announced a co-
ordinated approach by banks and other lenders to help their customers who were economically 
impacted by the Covid-19 crisis.  The measures included flexible loan repayment arrangements 
where needed, including loan payment breaks initially for a period up to three months and then 
subsequently extended for up to six months. The implementation of this voluntary moratorium 
by the banking industry was a flexible response to the emerging COVID-19 crisis and ensured 
that a large volume of affected customers could benefit quickly during a fast moving and evolv-
ing public health crisis.

While many borrowers whose payment break has ended have been able to return to full 
payments, it is also recognised that many borrowers continue to be impacted by the economic 
consequences of Covid-19 and they may not be in a position to resume their loan repayment 
commitments when their payment break ends or may now be in difficulty for the first time.  

On the question of whether new payment breaks can be put in place, the Central Bank has 
confirmed that there is no regulatory impediment to lenders offering payment breaks to bor-
rowers, providing they are appropriate for the individual borrower circumstance.  The BPFI 
has also reiterated in recent days that standard payment breaks continue to be part of the wide 
range of tailored solutions which are being made available to customers upon assessment of 
their situation.

Borrowers have a suite of regulatory protections, such as the Central Bank’s Code of Con-
duct on Mortgage Arrears, the Consumer Protection Code and the SME lending regulations, 
and lenders have specific obligations to support and work with borrowers who are continuing 
to experience loan difficulty because of Covid-19.  The options could include additional flex-
ibility, and this could be a short term arrangement such as additional periods without payments 
or interest-only repayments, or if appropriate more long term arrangements. 

Through ongoing engagement with the BPFI and lenders, the Central Bank is working to 
ensure that borrowers affected by COVID-19 continue to be supported through this period of 
unprecedented stress. The Central Bank recently wrote to all lenders indicating that lenders are 
to ensure that they have sufficient expert resources to assess individual borrower circumstances, 
and to offer appropriate and sustainable solutions to affected borrowers in a timely manner in 
line with regulatory requirements and Central Bank expectations. 

I will continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that the Central Bank 
consumer protection and other applicable frameworks will be fully available to all borrowers 
that will still need support.

13/01/2021WRL02300Value Added Tax

13/01/2021WRL02400246. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Finance if an invoice (details supplied) 
will be accepted to determine the value of a vehicle to calculate the amount of importation VAT; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1400/21]

13/01/2021WRL02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that where 
there is a valid invoice arising from an arms-length transaction, the value on the invoice is ac-
ceptable in determining the value of the vehicle for the purposes of calculating import VAT.  
The VAT arising will be charged on the purchase price inclusive of all taxes, plus the costs of 
transport and insurance associated with the importation of the vehicle from Great Britain to 
Ireland plus any customs duties or other import taxes which may arise on importation. 
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Details are published on Revenue’s website at https://www.revenue.ie/en/vat/goods-and-
services-to-and-from-abroad/imports/when-is-vat-payable-on-importation.aspx  .   

  Question No. 247 answered with Question No. 245.

13/01/2021WRL02700Personal Public Service Numbers

13/01/2021WRL02800248. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Finance if a bank can insist on a PPS 
number for a person to open an account; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1461/21]

13/01/2021WRL02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised that, section 33 of 
the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010, as amended (“the 
Act”), sets out obligations in relation to the identification and verification of customers and ben-
eficial owners. Section 33(2) sets out the following measures that shall be applied by designated 
persons (which include banks and credit unions):

“(a) identifying the customer, and verifying the customer’s identity on the basis of docu-
ments (whether or not in electronic form), or information, that the designated person has rea-
sonable grounds to believe can be relied upon to confirm the identity of the customer, including 
-

(i) documents from a government source (whether or not a State government source), or 

(ii) any prescribed class of documents, or any prescribed combination of classes of docu-
ments;”.

It is important to note that the Act is not overly prescriptive as to what documentation and 
information a designated person must obtain, or the methods by which such documentation and 
information should be gathered, in order to comply with its customer due diligence obligations. 
The Central Bank, which is the supervisor of banks for Anti-Money Laundering and Countering 
the Financing of Terrorism (“AML/CFT”) purposes, also does not prescribe which documents 
or information may be accepted by a credit institution in compliance with the Act.  This reflects 
the risk based approach to AML compliance and supervision which is enshrined in EU law, and 
which allows a credit institution to decide which documents or information it will accept to 
identity and verify a customer, having first assessed the risks posed to the credit institution in 
accepting such person as a customer. 

In relation to applications for credit, the Credit Reporting Act 2013 requires credit infor-
mation providers (which also includes banks and credit unions) to verify the identity of credit 
information subjects for the purposes of accurately accessing the central credit register. The 
information which may be legally requested for this purpose is set out in regulations under that 
Act and it includes documentation which will verify the person’s name and date of birth, ad-
dress and PPSN. 

I am advised by the Minister for Social protection that the legal basis of the PPS number 
is set out in the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act 2005. This legislation provides for the al-
location, use and sharing of the PPS number.  The PPS number remains a restricted number 
which can only be used by certain specified bodies and only for the purposes of public service 
transactions.

It is an offence for any person or body to request or hold a record of a PPS number unless 
they are legally entitled to so. Therefore it is the duty of all bodies to ensure that they are legally 
entitled to do so, before they request or hold a record of any person’s PPS Number.
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More generally, the provisions of data protection legislation, including the GDPR, will ap-
ply and banks and other financial institutions like all other relevant data controllers will also 
have to comply with these provisions.

  Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 245.

13/01/2021WRL03100Departmental Staff

13/01/2021WRL03200250. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the names and positions of the 
individual departmental representatives on the Inter-Departmental Pensions Reform and Taxa-
tion Group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1617/21]

13/01/2021WRL03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Interdepartmental Pensions Re-
form and Taxation Group (IDPRTG) was established as an action arising from the Governments 
Roadmap for Pensions Reform 2018 - 2023, to consider, review and progress measures in a 
number of specific pension areas as set out in the Roadmap.

The IDPRTG is chaired by the Department of Finance and includes representatives from the 
Revenue Commissioners, Department of Social Protection, Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform, and the Pensions Authority. 

Members of the IDPRTG include: 

Department of Finance - Michael J McGrath, Assistant Secretary, Financial Service Divi-
sion, who chairs the Group; Brendan O’Leary, Principal Officer, Insurance and Pensions Policy. 

Revenue Commissioners - Laurence Murtagh, Principal Officer, Large Cases - High Wealth 
Individuals Division; and Liam Smith, Principal Officer, Personal Taxes Policy & Legislation 
Division. 

Department of Social Protection - Alan Flynn, Principal Officer, Pension Policy Unit; and 
Roshin Sen, Principal Officer, Automatic Enrolment Programme Management Office.

Department of Public Expenditure and Reform - John Pender, Principal Officer, Actuarial 
and Quantitative Analysis. 

Pensions Authority - Brendan Kennedy, Chief Executive & Pensions Regulator; and An-
drew Nugent, Head of Policy.

The Secretariat to the Group was provided by the Pensions Policy Unit from the Financial 
Services Division of the Department of Finance. 

Following submission of the IDPRTG report to me, it was published on 13 November 2020. 
The Group thoroughly examined each of the key action areas allocated by the Roadmap and 
its report presents a number of relevant and practical recommendations which should help ad-
vance the goal of simplifying the supplementary pension landscape. As such, the conclusions 
in the report represent a building block for a significant piece of long-term structural reform in 
the area of supplementary pension provision.  An implementation plan is currently being devel-
oped, including further stakeholder engagement, where appropriate.

13/01/2021WRL03400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRL03500251. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the total tax liability outstanding for 
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the temporary wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1645/21]

13/01/2021WRL03600254. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who 
accessed the temporary wage subsidy scheme and employment wage subsidy scheme during 
2020. [1727/21]

13/01/2021WRL03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 251 
and 254 together.

Revenue has recently published its Headline Results for 2020, which are available at link 
https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/annual-report/2020/headline-results-2020.
pdf. The published information includes the numbers of employers and employees supported 
through the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) and the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS) during 2020. 

For 2020, the number of employers and employees supported by the TWSS were 66,600 
and 664,500. The number of employers and employees supported by the EWSS in 2020 were 
39,800 and 443,100 respectively. 

Revenue also publishes weekly updates (since March 2020) with further detail on the opera-
tion of the COVID-19 support schemes including TWSS, EWSS and the COVID Restrictions 
Support Scheme (CRSS), which are available at: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/infor-
mation-about-revenue/statistics/number-of-taxpayers-and-returns/covid-19-support-schemes-
statistics.aspx  .

I am advised by Revenue that it is not yet possible to calculate the exact amount of tax and 
USC owed by employees on both the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme and the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (in the case of the PUP, the liability relates to income tax only; no 
USC liability arises). However, Revenue has advised me that it expects to publish preliminary 
statistics in the coming days, setting out provisional figures. 

Revenue has also advised me that it will make 2020 Preliminary End of Year Statements 
available to all employees from 15 January 2021. This Statement will provide employees with 
a preliminary calculation of their income tax and USC position for 2020 and will indicate 
whether their tax for the year is balanced, underpaid or overpaid. At that point, employees will 
be able to claim any additional tax credits due, for example qualifying health expenses, to arrive 
at their final liability for 2020. 

Revenue has assured me that where underpayments still exist after the allocation of all 
available tax credits for 2020, it will take a very pragmatic approach to collecting these arrears. 
For example, where it is not possible for a taxpayer to pay the arrears up-front, it will be auto-
matically collected over four years from January 2022 (interest free) by reducing the person’s 
future tax credits.

13/01/2021WRL03800Primary Medical Certificates

13/01/2021WRL03900252. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 264 of 24 November 2020, the reason a review was requested; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1655/21]

13/01/2021WRL04000253. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the number of reviews of 
primary medical certificates requested by the Revenue Commissioners in 2018, 2019 and 2020; 
the number of reviews which resulted in the removal of primary medical certificates in each 
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year; the reason such reviews are requested; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1656/21]

13/01/2021WRL04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 252 
and 253 together.

As advised to the Deputy in my previous replies on this issue, Revenue routinely reviews 
the tax affairs of persons in receipt of tax reliefs, including those who avail of the Disabled 
Drivers and Passengers scheme. These reviews generally include analysis of tax return data, 
information sourced during outdoor compliance work and information received from 3rd party 
sources. Where risks are identified, Revenue follows up with the taxpayer or with any relevant 
agency as necessary.  

The risk identified in the case in question arose from enquiries by one of Revenue’s outdoor 
teams (Shadow Economy) and the person’s case was subsequently referred to the Disabled 
Drivers Medical Board of Appeal to confirm that he was correctly entitled to a Primary Medical 
Certificate, which is a qualifying condition of the scheme. The Board of Appeal reviewed the 
person’s case and advised Revenue that he was not entitled to a PMC. Consequently, their en-
titlement to tax relief under the Disabled Drivers and Passengers scheme was withdrawn from 
12 March 2020.   

Regarding Question No. 1656/21, I am advised that the table below sets out the numbers 
of requests submitted by Revenue to the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal to have 
entitlement to a PMC confirmed for the years 2017 to 2020, following the completion of case 
reviews.  

Year PMC Reviews   Requested PMCs Withdrawn
2020 1 Decision Pending
2019 2 2
2018 0 0
2017 2 1
Totals 5 3
  Question No. 254 answered with Question No. 251.

13/01/2021WRL04400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRL04500255. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance his plans to either suspend or pro-
vide some form of relief on benefit-in-kind taxation on company cars given that a person with 
a company vehicle is liable to pay a considerable amount of tax due to not meeting business 
mileage quotas due to the impact of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1751/21]

13/01/2021WRL04600256. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if benefit-in-kind car ex-
emptions and concessions will be extended (details supplied) in view of Covid-19 level 5 re-
strictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1755/21]

13/01/2021WRL04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 255 
and 256 together.

In March 2020 Revenue introduced a short-term concessionary measure in relation to the 
operation of benefit-in-kind (BIK) on employer-provided vehicles having regard to the unprec-
edented situation arising as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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The concessionary treatment applicable to BIK on employer-provided vehicles, along with 
all other COVID-19 related measures, is kept under regular review by Revenue. In early De-
cember 2020, and as the public health restriction at the time began to ease and businesses 
reopen, Revenue confirmed that the concessionary measure related to employer-provided ve-
hicles would cease to apply on 31 December 2020 and, with effect from 1 January 2021, BIK 
on same should be calculated in the usual manner.  

However, since then, Level 5 public health restrictions have been subsequently introduced. 
On 24 December 2020, all restaurants, cafés and gastro pubs as well as personal services, such 
as hairdressers, beauticians and barbers closed, while hotels, guesthouses and B&Bs remain 
open but are restricted to essential non-social and non-tourist services only. Additionally, on 31 
December all non-essential retail as well as gyms, leisure centres and swimming pools closed. 
For employees, the public health advice is to work from home in all instances unless work is an 
essential health, social care or other essential service that cannot be done from home. 

Having regard to the current public health restrictions, the short-term concessionary mea-
sures announced back in March will remain in place. This means that, for the time being:  

- Where an employer takes back possession of the vehicle and an employee has no access to 
the vehicle, no BIK shall apply for the period. 

- Where an employee retains possession of a vehicle, but the employer prohibits the use of 
the vehicle, no BIK shall apply if the vehicle is not used for private use.  

- Records should be maintained to show that the employer has prohibited its use and no 
such use has occurred, for example communication from employer, photographic evidence of 
odometer, etc.   

- Where an employee has a car provided by his or her employer and 

1. the circumstances in the previous example don’t apply,

2. limited or reduced business mileage (if any) is undertaken due to the COVID-19 crisis, 
and

3. personal use is limited

the amount of business mileage travelled in January 2020 may be used as a base month for 
the purposes of calculating the amount of BIK due. Thus, the percentage applied in the calcula-
tion of the cash equivalent, which is based on annualised business mileage, may have regard to 
the actual business mileage for January 2020, for the current period of the COVID-19 restric-
tions. Appropriate records should be kept, for example business mileage travelled in January, 
amount of private use, photographic evidence of odometer etc. 

Revenue’s website will shortly be updated accordingly. 

Due to the nature of the Covid-19 pandemic it is not known how long any COVID-19 re-
strictions will ultimately remain in place. Revenue will however continue to regularly review 
all COVID-19 related matters (including the provisions relating to BIK on employer-provided 
vehicles) and if any further measures are considered necessary in the future, updated guidance 
will be made available by Revenue in relation to same as soon as possible.

  Question No. 257 answered with Question No. 218.

13/01/2021WRL05000National Treasury Management Agency
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13/01/2021WRL05100258. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff at 
the National Treasury Management Agency excluding the National Asset Management Agency 
that received pay in 2020 including retention payments and other benefits by range (details sup-
plied); the number employed by the National Treasury Management Agency at the end of 2019 
and 2020, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1916/21]

13/01/2021WRL05200261. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid out by 
the National Treasury Management Agency in voluntary redundancy payments in 2020; the 
number of staff that took voluntary redundancy in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1919/21]

13/01/2021WRL05300263. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid out in 
gardening leave by NTMA in 2020; and the number to receive gardening leave payments in 
2021. [1921/21]

13/01/2021WRL05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 258, 
261 and 263 together.

It was not possible for the National Treasury Management Agency to provide the informa-
tion sought in the time available and, therefore, I will provide the information to the Deputy in 
line with Standing Orders.

13/01/2021WRL05500National Treasury Management Agency

13/01/2021WRL05600259. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff at the 
National Asset Management Agency that received pay in 2020 by salary range (details sup-
plied); the number employed by the agency at the end of 2019 and 2020, respectively; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1917/21]

13/01/2021WRL05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by NAMA that they were 
not in a position to finalise the information requested within the timeframe provided. I am fur-
ther advised that they are currently compiling the information and I will provide this informa-
tion directly to the Deputy once it is received from NAMA.

13/01/2021WRL05800National Asset Management Agency

13/01/2021WRL05900260. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid out by the 
National Asset Management Agency in voluntary redundancy payments in 2020; the number 
of staff that took voluntary redundancy in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1918/21]

13/01/2021WRL06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by NAMA that they are 
currently compiling the information as requested by the Deputy. Unfortunately they were not 
in a position to finalise the information within the timeframe provided, therefore I will provide 
this information directly to the Deputy once it is received from NAMA.

  Question No. 261 answered with Question No. 258.

13/01/2021WRM00200National Asset Management Agency
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13/01/2021WRM00300262. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount paid out in 
gardening leave by the National Asset Management Agency, NAMA,  in 2020; and the number 
to receive gardening leave payments in 2021. [1920/21]

13/01/2021WRM00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by NAMA that they were 
not in a position to finalise the information requested within the timeframe provided. I am fur-
ther advised that they are currently compiling the information as requested and I will provide 
this information directly to the Deputy once it is received from NAMA.

  Question No. 263 answered with Question No. 258.

13/01/2021WRM00600Brexit Issues

13/01/2021WRM00700264. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the way 
in which Brexit will affect applications for tendering of public projects from Northern Ireland 
or the UK and vice versa. [44693/20]

13/01/2021WRM00800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The EU-UK 
Trade and Co-operation Agreement (TCA) contains provisions ensuring access to the public 
procurement markets of both parties. The EU and UK have agreed to create a free trade area 
with zero tariffs and zero quotas on products that comply with the appropriate rules of origin, 
regulatory and customs cooperation mechanisms, as well as provisions ensuring a level playing 
field for open and fair competition, as part of a larger economic partnership. 

Title VI of the Agreement, which sets out the provisions relating to public procurement, 
goes beyond commitments under the WTO Government Procurement Agreement (GPA), to 
which the UK is in the process of acceding. EU companies will be able to participate on an 
equal footing with UK companies in bids for procurement tenders covered by the agreement, 
and vice versa.

The Agreement further provides for non-discrimination of EU companies established in the 
UK (and vice versa) for national procurement, i.e. below the current thresholds of the GPA. The 
Agreement also allows the use of its bilateral dispute settlement mechanisms for disputes that 
might arise in regards to the procurement opportunities subject to the GPA.

Changes that are effective as of 1 January 2021 include:

- The UK is no longer be part of the EU Customs Union - all customs controls and formali-
ties required under EU law, including entry and exit summary declarations, apply to all goods 
entering the customs territory of the EU from the UK, or leaving that customs territory to the 
UK. The Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland sets out the arrangements that apply in rela-
tion to cross-border trade. 

- The EU and the UK are two separate regulatory and legal spaces - all products exported 
from the EU to the UK have to comply with UK technical regulations and are subject to any 
applicable regulatory compliance checks and controls. Similarly, all products imported from 
the UK to the EU need to comply with EU technical regulations and are subject to all appli-
cable regulatory compliance obligations, checks and controls for safety, health and other public 
policy purposes.

- Supplies and movements of goods between the EU and the UK are subject to the VAT 
rules on imports and exports. The Brexit Omnibus Bill 2020 provides for the introduction of 
‘Postponed Accounting’ for VAT on the importation of goods from outside the EU, whereby 
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businesses have the option to account for the VAT due on imports on their periodic VAT return, 
rather than pay the VAT due at the point of entry of the goods.  There is no change in the method 
of accounting for VAT on services received from the UK.  The reverse charge continues to ap-
ply.  

- As a general rule, UK nationals, irrespective of where they acquired their qualifications, 
and EU citizens with qualifications acquired in the UK will need to have their qualifications 
recognised in the relevant Member State on the basis of each country’s existing individual rules 
applicable to the qualifications of third-country nationals as of the end of the Transition Period.

The NI Protocol which forms part of the Withdrawal Agreement seeks to avoid a hard border 
on this island, the Common Travel Area provides additional rights to UK and Irish citizens to 
live and work in both jurisdictions.  The combined effect of the EU-UK Trade and Co-operation 
Agreement, the NI Protocol and the Common Travel Area means that procurement opportuni-
ties in both jurisdictions remain open to businesses on both sides of the border and the UK.

13/01/2021WRM00900Defence Forces

13/01/2021WRM01000265. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the fi-
nancial emergency measures in the public interest, FEMPI,  cuts to include the Defence Forces 
that have been reversed by category of worker to date. [44662/20]

13/01/2021WRM01100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The process 
of unwinding the Financial Emergency (FEMPI) legislation commenced under the Lansdowne 
Road Agreement 2016 – 2018 and has largely been completed under the Public Service Stabil-
ity Agreement 2018 – 2020 (PSSA).

The PSSA, which was negotiated in 2017, and the provisions of which were statutorily pro-
vided for under the terms of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017, allowed for a con-
tinued, controlled unwinding of the FEMPI legislation. The unwinding process was progres-
sively weighted towards those at the lower levels of pay (who have seen their salaries increase 
relative to 2008), and is implemented on a phased basis.

To date, salary rates up to €70,000, which accounts for over 90% of the public service, have 
been fully restored for all categories of public sector workers.

In addition, a Ministerial Order is required to complete FEMPI pay restoration for those 
public servants whose salary will not be fully restored (those on annualised remuneration great-
er than €70,000) through the PSSA increases. Under section 19 and section 20 of the Public 
Service Pay and Pensions Act, for those covered by the Agreement, the legislation provides for 
these remaining amounts to be paid no later than July 2022.

13/01/2021WRM01200Defence Forces

13/01/2021WRM01300266. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the fi-
nancial emergency measures in the public interest, FEMPI,  cuts to allowances to include the 
Defence Forces that have been reversed by category of worker to date. [44663/20]

13/01/2021WRM01400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Under Sec-
tion 2(3) of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act Number 2 of 2009, 
fixed periodic allowances in the public service were reduced by either 5% or 8% depending on 
the level of annualised basic salary.
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This section was repealed on the 1st of October 2020 under Section 24(1) of the Public 
Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017.  These allowances have now returned to pre-FEMPI levels.

Further details on specific allowances paid to individual public servants and/or particular 
grades of public servants can be sought from the relevant Department.

13/01/2021WRM01500Public Sector Pensions

13/01/2021WRM01600267. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he expects the review of the supplementary pension scheme to be completed; when PeoplePoint 
will be in a position to process applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44776/20]

13/01/2021WRM01700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I am tak-
ing it that the Deputy is referring to the rules regarding supplementary pensions as set out in 
paragraph 18 of Circular 6 of 1995 (Revised Social Insurance Status and Conditions of Service 
of Certain Civil Servants). This circular notified changes made by Government to extend full 
social welfare cover to all newly appointed civil servants and to provide that these civil servants 
should pay the full Class A social insurance contribution.  

Peoplepoint are already in a position to process supplementary pension cases as part of the 
normal day to day administration of public service pensions. My Department provides advice 
to Peoplepoint as and when required in respect of individual applications for supplementary 
pensions.  There has been no review of supplementary pension arrangements.

13/01/2021WRM01800Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRM01900268. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if his 
Department or State agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded contracts to a 
company (details supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered for; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44791/20]

13/01/2021WRM02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that neither my Department nor any of the bodies under the aegis of my De-
partment have awarded a contract to the company in question.

13/01/2021WRM02100Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRM02200269. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the num-
ber of capital project contracts final accounts that have exceeded the tender value by more than 
20% in each of the years 2010 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44811/20]

13/01/2021WRM02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty is aware, my Department does not have a direct role in overseeing construction projects 
implemented by other Departments.  That responsibility rests with the appropriate Minister 
responsible for the Sanctioning Authority who approved the project, under the policy of del-
egated sanction that operates in relation to capital expenditure within the capital budgets allo-
cated to line Ministers / Departments.

With regard to my own Department, due to the nature of its role, it had no major State capi-
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tal projects funded through its own Vote in the period 2011 to 2020.  The purpose of the lim-
ited capital investment undertaken by the Department, and the Office of Government Procure-
ment and the Office of the Government Chief Information Officer therein, is to deliver greater 
effectiveness and efficiency across the Civil and Public Service through investing in ICT.   

With regard to bodies under the aegis of my Department, I have been advised of the follow-
ing by the Office of Public Works (OPW):

The OPW had 12 final accounts on contracts that exceeded the tender value by more than 
20% for which the contract was greater than €5 million.   

11 Flood Relief Capital Contracts commissioned by the OPW, or by Local Authorities on 
their behalf, with values in excess of €5 million, had final accounts that exceeded the tender 
value by more than 20%. The following are those flood relief projects:

- Bandon, Co Cork

- Bray, Co Wicklow

- Clonmel North, Co Tipperary

- Clonmel West, Co Tipperary

- Ennis Upper, Co Clare

- Ennis Lower, Co Clare

- Fermoy South, Co Cork

- Mallow North, Co Cork

- Mallow South, Co Cork

- Skibbereen, Co Cork

- Waterford City (Phases 2, 3, 4)

The stages and rigour adopted by the OPW in completing flood relief schemes by their 
nature take a number of years to bring the schemes through development, planning, design, 
procurement and construction. Coupled with the known work and estimated timeframe for each 
stage, are respective potential risks that are carefully managed, but by their nature can extend 
time and require allowances for reasonable budget increases. 

Construction budgets are closely monitored in the context of the tendered contract price. 
The Public Works Contract Form 3, Public Works Contract for Civil Engineering Works (PW-
CF3) is used for construction of flood relief schemes. These contracts are priced based primar-
ily on a fixed price lump sum basis (based on the known ‘Works Requirements’ at tender stage). 

Some of the risks include unforeseen ground conditions, which can be assessed at a high 
level by means of site investigation works conducted to inform a scheme’s design. These in-
vestigations, however, are constrained as the lands are often privately owned, and flood relief 
schemes can extend over long stretches and in built-up areas with varying ground conditions. 
Therefore, the nature of flood relief works, adjacent to river and/or the sea, means that ground 
conditions cannot be fully known at the commencement of the construction phase. The scope 
of construction can evolve as schemes are being built, informed, for example, by agreements 
reached with landowners. These negotiations may necessarily change elements of the design 
or alter planned scheme finishes. During construction, other unforeseen issues may also arise, 
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including for example archaeological finds. 

Given the associated risks during construction of a flood relief scheme, variations to the 
Works set out at tender for design and construction are inevitably necessary during the course 
of construction. The OPW actively manages these claims but experience is that incorporating 
variations during the contract can sometimes be complex and often result in disputes being re-
ferred to conciliation, leading to additional costs.

The OPW actively monitors expenditure for each scheme against contract costs and total 
project budget. The value for money of flood relief schemes is also monitored using a benefit 
to cost ratio.

There was also one Estate Management Contracts pertaining to the historic Leinster House 
in Dublin that exceeded the tender value by 20%.  The agreed tender price was €12.82 million.  
The final amount paid was €16.4 million   exceeding the contract price by 28%.  The excess 
arose as additional time was required to carry out additional work (at the same tender rates) 
which only came to light during the contract.  These previously hidden building elements could 
not have been reasonably foreseen or surveyed prior to contract placement, as the building was 
in full occupation by the Houses of the Oireachtas.  The unforeseen works included significant 
cracking in internal walls, structurally unstable chimney flues, hidden structural roof defects, 
poor quality stone and stonework, additional structural works and fireproofing to floors, ad-
ditional works to plaster ceilings, additional supports for chandeliers and lanterns, additional 
services and related builders work.

13/01/2021WRM02400Public Sector Reform Review

13/01/2021WRM02500270. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans to measure compatibility of private sector experience and allow it to be carried over into 
the public sector,  including in the health service. [45054/20]

13/01/2021WRM02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Govern-
ment policy continues to be that starting pay on recruitment from open competition for all posts 
within the public service should be at the minimum of the relevant salary scale and should not 
be subject to negotiation. These arrangements are set out in the Department of Finance letter 
23 December 2010 ref. E100/8/82 and cover, inter alia, appointments to the civil service, the 
defence sector, An Garda Síochána, the prison sector, the local government sector, the health 
sector, the education sector, non- commercial State bodies and agencies. 

While starting pay on appointment is governed by these arrangements and by the rules of 
the particular recruitment competition, the letter of 23 December 2010 does allow for a Head of 
a Department to make a case for higher starting pay where they are of the view that, in excep-
tional circumstances, a higher starting pay is justified.

13/01/2021WRM02700Heritage Sites

13/01/2021WRM02800271. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of tour guides and information officers that have been employed at Kilmainham Gaol 
since 2000 on an annual basis in tabular form with a distinction made between seasonal, part-
time and full-time employees. [1177/21]

13/01/2021WRM02900Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): The in-
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formation requested is contained in the following table.

Tour Guides/Information Officers employed at Kilmainham Gaol since   2000   
Year Full-Time Part-Time Seasonal Total 
2001 12 11 23 
2002 11 20 31 
2003 11 15 26 
2004 11 14 25 
2005 15 13 28 
2006 14 14 28 
2007 10 16 26 
2008 11 14 25 
2009 10 11 21 
2010 10 11 21 
2011 11 2 12 25 
2012 8 2 12 22 
2013 7 2 15 24 
2014 7 2 15 24 
2015 5 2 18 25 
2016 5 2 38 45 
2017 12 1 31 44 
2018 11 1 25 37 
2019 13 1 24 38 
2020 15 1 11 27 

13/01/2021WRM03000Heritage Sites

13/01/2021WRM03100272. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
number of complaints the Office of Public Works received from staff, past and present, relating 
to members of management, head guides level and above at Kilmainham Gaol; the outcome of 
each case; the measures taken on foot of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1178/21]

13/01/2021WRM03200Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): As the 
information requested covers the period since 2000 the relevant source material includes paper 
records for a number of years. It is not, therefore, possible to access all of the records neces-
sary to inform a reply while current Government Covid 19 restrictions are in place. When the 
restrictions are sufficiently eased to permit office attendance for non-essential work the OPW 
will collate the information and I will respond to the Deputy in due course.

13/01/2021WRM03300Heritage Sites

13/01/2021WRM03400273. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
details of the departure of a person (details supplied) from their position of employment in Kil-
mainham Gaol ; the details of an investigation arising from same; the actions taken on foot of 
this in terms of on-site measures and any legal criminal action taken against the person; and if 
the particulars of the case are subject to a FOI request. [1179/21]
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13/01/2021WRM03500Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): An OPW 
employee based at Kilmainham Gaol was subject to the investigation of a matter that arose 
following the identification of issues with the visitor admission system by local management. 
The investigation was undertaken in accordance with the JIC Code of Practice on Disciplinary 
Procedures and the employee’s employment ceased in early 2017 following the conclusion of 
the Disciplinary Procedures. The matter was reported to and dealt with by An Garda Siochána. 

The actions taken on-site in response to the matter included the implementation of improved 
measures relating to segregation of duties, dual custody of cash, authorisation and scheduling 
of tours and system monitoring. 

Any request in relation to this matter under the FOI act would be processed in accordance 
with the provision of that Act.

13/01/2021WRM03600Community Policing

13/01/2021WRM03700274. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the last time that the Office of Public Works refurbished a community policing office (details 
supplied); and if the Office of Public Works  plans to refurbish this office during 2021. [1198/21]

13/01/2021WRM03800Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): I can 
confirm that the Office of Public Works has carried out works in 2019 and 2020 at the Garda 
Station referred to by the Deputy but has received no request from An Garda Síochána in rela-
tion to the refurbishment of the Community Policing Office.

 Works carried out at the station in 2019 and 2020 include: 

- 2019 – The full refurbishment of male and female sanitary and welfare facilities.

- 2020 – The creation of an additional female locker room.

- 2020 – The installation of 2 no. portacabins on site. One of these accommodates a new 
male locker room, and the other is in use as an office/ interview room. 

13/01/2021WRM03900Garda Stations

13/01/2021WRM04000275. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the Garda stations within North Dublin Garda Division that are due to be refurbished by the 
Office of Public Works in the first half of 2021; when each project will commence; and the time 
frame for the duration of same. [1199/21]

13/01/2021WRM04100Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): I can 
confirm that the Office of Public Works intends to carry out refurbishment works to the Garda 
Stations within the Dublin North Garda Division listed below in the first half of 2021.

Details of these works and the timeframe for the duration of the works are as outlined in the 
table below.

Dublin North Garda Station Refurbishment  Works to be carried 
out in the first half of 2021 

Commencement Date Timeframe for duration of 
works *

Fitzgibbon St GS Completion of full refurbishment of 
the Station.

Commenced in January 2020 
currently on site.

Due for completion March 
2021. 
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Dublin North Garda Station Refurbishment  Works to be carried 
out in the first half of 2021 

Commencement Date Timeframe for duration of 
works *

Howth GS Completion of Structural repairs to 
roof capping and   render at high 
level

Commenced in 2020 currently 
on site.

Due for completion February 
2021

Clontarf GS Completion of conservation and 
repair works to facade

Commenced in 2020. currently 
on site.

Due for completion February 
2021

Clontarf GS Repairs to doors, roof, and rain 
water goods (downpipes,   eve runs 
etc)  to outhouses, also high level 
soffit and fascia to rear facade

Due to commence June 2021 8 weeks

Garristown GS Refurbish/ repair shower/ WC Due to commence June 2021 4 weeks

Store Street Resurface car park deck and pro-
vide additional drainage

Due to commence April 2021 8 weeks

Store Street Reconfiguration of custody area To be confirmed by client 20 weeks

Transaer House Relocation of airside fence To be confirmed by client 6 weeks

Information Note 

 The works outlined in the table above include works which commenced in 2020 and will 
continue in 2021 and also works which are due to commence in the first half of 2021. 

The Commencement and completion dates may change depending on the duration of the 
current restrictions. 

Intermediate projects confirmed that they have no projects to include.  

13/01/2021WRM04200Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRM04300276. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the details for his Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifically Covid-19-related 
work, services or advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1255/21]

13/01/2021WRM04400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The details 
requested by the Deputy for my Department and the Office of Government Procurement, which 
is also part of my Department, are set out in the tables below.

Name of Consultants   Purpose of Consultancy   Cost of  Consultancy to date   
Byrne Wallace Solicitors   Employment Law (Covid matters)   €6,445

Office of Government Procurement

Name of   Consultants   Purpose of Consultancy   Cost of   Consul-
tancy to date   

McCann Fitzgerald Solicitors   Provision of legal advices for purpose of preparing advisory notes and   draft-
ing of two legal agreements for use with standard form Capital Works   Man-
agement Framework (CWMF) contracts.   

€12,060 

DNM Technology   Limited   Supplier Offers Triage Application   €20,756 

Chris Mee Group   Provision of online course to OGP staff on Ergonomics for Home   Working    €2,359 

Quadra Group   Provision of online self-assessment for home /remote workers   €0* 

 *No services drawn down to date.

I understand that the Deputy will receive separate replies from a number of Ministers about 
any relevant information with respect to their Departments.

13/01/2021WRM04500Heritage Sites



13 January 2021

145

13/01/2021WRM04600277. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when the refurbishment of the General Post Office, O’Connell Street, Dublin 1 will commence; 
and the intended use of the refurbished space on completion of the works to be overseen by the 
Office of Public Works. [1343/21]

13/01/2021WRM04700Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): I am 
informed by my officials that the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications 
holds the title to the General Post Office and An Post currently occupy the property under li-
cence. 

As An Post continue to occupy the building I understand that no decisions have been taken 
by the Department in relation to its future use or refurbishment plans.

13/01/2021WRM04800Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Programme

13/01/2021WRM04900278. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the catchment flood risk assessment and management, CFRAM,  schemes for County 
Louth and east County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1676/21]

13/01/2021WRM05000Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): Through 
the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) Programme, detailed en-
gineering analysis, assessment and extensive public consultation was undertaken for 300 com-
munities throughout Ireland, including 90 coastal areas, which in 2012 were identified as being 
most likely to be impacted by future coastal and fluvial flooding.

One key output of the CFRAM Programme were the Flood Risk Management Plans (FRM-
Ps) that contain proposed flood relief measures - informed by costs, benefits and environmental 
factors - to address the flood risk in each community and nationwide.

The evidence provided by the CFRAM Programme, launched in May 2018, supports the 
Government’s €1bn planned investment in flood relief through the National Development Plan 
2018-2027 as part of Project 2040.

As part of this, Louth County Council, working with the Office of Public Works, has agreed 
to be the Lead Authority in the delivery of flood relief schemes at Dundalk / Blackrock South, 
Drogheda, Carlingford / Greenore, Baltray and Ardee, all of which are in the first tranche of 
projects being progressed.

- The proposed flood relief scheme at Dundalk / Blackrock South, includes the Ardee Flood 
Relief Scheme and will protect some 1,880 properties when completed.

- The proposed flood relief scheme at Drogheda and Baltray, will protect some 450 proper-
ties when completed.

- The proposed flood relief scheme at Carlingford and Greenore will protect some 409 prop-
erties when completed.

While the CFRAM process investigated possible structural flood relief measures for both 
Annagassan and Termonfeckin, economically viable schemes for these communities were not 
identified, and so a review of the risk in these communities and the likely costs and benefits is 
to be undertaken. The Office of Public Works has put in place a process for undertaking such 
reviews, and it is envisaged that these reviews, including those for Annagassan and Termon-
feckin, will be complete within the next 12 months.
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The tender for Engineering Consultancy Services has been awarded for Dundalk/Blackrock 
South and Ardee that are being progressed simultaneously. The tender brief for Drogheda and 
Baltray, also being progressed simultaneously, has been finalised and advertised with tenders 
due back on 25th   March 2021. The tender brief for the Carlingford and Greenore scheme will 
begin in the coming months.

Once consultants are appointed to progress each scheme, consultation with statutory and 
non-statutory bodies, as well as the general public, will take place at the appropriate stages to 
ensure that all parties have the opportunity to input into the development of the proposals within 
the scheme.

In County Meath the Ashbourne Flood Alleviation Scheme is currently at the Construction 
Stage, having  commenced in 2019 with a completion timeframe of later this year. The Scheme 
comprises of the construction of an overflow weir to divert flow to the Broadmeadow River 
and the improvement of the channel and culvert capacity along the Broadmeadow and Ward 
Scheme. It will provide protection against a 100-Year flood event for a total of 69 properties.  
This scheme is being carried out by the Office of Public Works direct labour.

As part of the CFRAM Programme, Mornington, Co. Meath, was identified as being one of 
300 areas believed to be of significant flood risk and the scheme, with funding from the OPW a 
scheme is being progressed by Meath County Council.

13/01/2021WRM05100Heritage Sites

13/01/2021WRM05200279. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the historical gates of the Phoenix Park removed in summer 2018; when the original 
gates will be restored and returned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1745/21]

13/01/2021WRM05300Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Patrick O’Donovan): The Of-
fice of Public Works obtained permission, under Section 5 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000-2002 (as amended) to remove seven pairs of gates and ancillary structures, from 
vehicular and pedestrian entrances at the perimeter of the Phoenix Park, in order to facilitate 
the free and safe movement of people and vehicles for the Papal visit to the Phoenix Park 
in 2018, and for their repair, refurbishment and reinstatement, to include in situ stone repair 
works at their existing locations.  

All seven pairs of gates have now been refurbished and returned to the OPW for rehanging. 

Works on the Knockmaroon gates, which were undertaken in situ, were completed in August 
2020. The North Circular Road gates were fully restored and rehung  in early December 2020.  

The rehanging of the remaining gates located at Castleknock, Chapelizod, Blackhorse Av-
enue, Cabra and Islandbridge, including repair works to stonework and railings, was due to be 
completed over the coming weeks.  However these works are now temporarily paused due to 
the requirements of the Level 5 restrictions of the Government’s Plan for Living with Covid-19.  

Work will resume as soon as practicable with the objective of finalising same within the 
coming months.

13/01/2021WRM05400Toghcháin d’Údarás na Gaeltachta

13/01/2021WRM05500280. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
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Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cad é an tuairim atá aige maidir leis an ráiteas a rinne an tAire Tu-
rasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán, go bhfuil struchtúr Bhord Údarás 
na Gaeltachta ag feidhmiú go sásúil, go háirithe sa chomhthéacs inar thug sé féin gealltanas go 
gcuirfeadh sé toghcháin Údarás na Gaeltachta ar bun arís nuair a bheadh sé ina Thaoiseach; 
an bhfuil sé fós i gceist aige an gealltanas a thug sé a chomhlíonadh agus toghcháin Údarás 
na Gaeltachta a chur ar bun arís agus é ina Thaoiseach anois; agus cén tráth faoina mbeidh an 
gealltanas sin comhlíonta (sonraí tugtha). [44699/20]

13/01/2021WRM05600Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Mar is eol don Teachta, luaitear sa Chlár Rialtais go ndéanfar athbhreithniú 
ar struchtúir fheidhmiúcháin agus rialachais Údarás na Gaeltachta, agus ar an bpróiseas rogh-
núcháin/toghacháin i ndáil le Bord an Údaráis. 

Faoin socrú reatha agus faoi réir fhorálacha ábhartha Acht na Gaeltachta 2012, ainmníonn 
na hÚdaráis Áitiúla a bhfuil ceantar Gaeltachta faoina gcúram acu cúigear comhalta faoi seach 
chuig an mbord.  Faoi réir an Achta, agus i gcomhréir le cleachtais choitianta i ndáil le boird 
stáit, roghnaítear an seachtar comhalta eile tríd comórtas poiblí a eagraítear faoi scáth na Seirb-
híse um Cheapacháin Phoiblí.  

Tá sé mar sprioc agam go gcuirfear tús le hathbhreithniú faoi réir an ghealltanais sa Chlár 
Rialtais chomh luath agus is féidir agus tá obair ina leith idir lámha chuige sin.

13/01/2021WRM05700Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRM05800281. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media when restrictions placed on indoor training for inline figure staking will be lifted,  
given this is a non-contact sport which has been very negatively impacted by the Covid-19 re-
strictions on indoor training; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44818/20]

13/01/2021WRM05900Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): Under the Government’s Framework for Restrictive Measures which out-
lines the overriding public health rationale for the suite of measures applicable to each of the 
Framework’s five levels. Under this Framework, apart from elite and professional sport, no 
indoor training activity is currently permitted. 

It is a matter for the Government to decide on the imposition and lifting of restrictions to be 
applied in response to the pandemic circumstances prevailing at each of the five levels of the 
Framework. The gravity of the current epidemiological situation does not permit Government 
consideration at this time of an alteration to the restrictions applying to indoor training.  The 
Government’s clear message is for people to stay in their homes, unless necessary for those es-
sential reasons set out in the public health regulations. 

13/01/2021WRM06000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRM06100282. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the reason community radio stations have been granted financial aid in 2020,  while 
others such as a station (details supplied) have been denied same; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44982/20]

13/01/2021WRM06200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Part 10 of the Broadcasting Act, 2009 makes provision for the disbursement of 7% 
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of the net television licence fee receipts to the Broadcasting Fund administered by the Broad-
casting Authority of Ireland (BAI). The Broadcasting Fund supports both the Sound and Vi-
sion (S&V) and Archiving Schemes. Total Licence Fee Receipts comprises monies from TV 
licence sales and exchequer funding from the Department of Social Protection for the operation 
of the free TV licence Scheme.  

In July 2020, under round 36 of the Sound and Vision Scheme, the BAI announced funding 
awards for the community radio sector in respect of their social benefit obligations. The BAI 
is fully independent in respect of the projects to which it awards funding and it publishes full 
details of all successful applications on its website at www.bai.ie    

Under round 36, Radio Corca Baiscinn was awarded €33,787 in funding for the develop-
ment and production of three new projects; “Brothers of Charity”, “Community Unity” and a 
bilingual Irish/English project “Smaointe”. 

13/01/2021WRM06300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRM06400283. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if indoor stage schools can resume as of 9 January 2021 (details supplied). [45191/20]

13/01/2021WRM06500288. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 258 of 8 December 2020, if the term “individual”  
specifies only one student in a room; if not, if it means many students as long as they meet the 
social distancing criteria; if the requirement for an excess of 2 m social distancing between each 
of the predefined areas pertains to a 2 m square bubble or 2 m around a 2 m square bubble; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [44902/20]

13/01/2021WRM06600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 283 and 288 together.

The Government’s Living with COVID-19 Plan sets out how services should operate at five 
different levels. The country is at present at Level 5 of this Plan and this will apply nationally. 
The Level 5 restrictions will remain in place until midnight on 31 January 2021.

At Level 5, the public health risk means that people are being asked to stay at home, except 
for travel for essential work or other essential purposes, or to take exercise within 5km of home. 
There will be no gatherings other than small numbers at funerals and weddings. No indoor or 
outdoor exercise group activities, including those involving children, should take place.

Under Level 5 no exercise or dance classes, no indoor or outdoor gatherings involving “in-
dividual training” except for professional and elite sports should take place.

My Department provides regular guidance for the Arts and Culture sector in respect of cur-
rent restrictions in relation to COVID-19 and the latest information can be accessed on the gov.
ie website at the following link:  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d35dd-covid-19-guidance-
for-arts-and-culture/  . My Department is also in regular contact with the Arts Council, and 
other parts of the Government, ensuring how best to manage through the crisis.   

The Arts Council have prepared guidance on dance practice and training, when restrictions 
permit and these are available on their website. In addition the Arts Council supports a number 
of resource and representative organisations to provide advice and information to artists within 
their given sector and many of these are providing support and advice online. Further informa-
tion on these resource organisations can be accessed on the Arts Council website at the follow-
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ing link: http://www.artscouncil.ie/covid-19/latest-news/  .

It is recognised that this decision will have an impact on people’s lives and livelihoods, but 
the clear message is that we must all now stay at home, with the exception of essential purposes, 
in order to stop the spread of the virus. Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19 means 
that the virus poses a serious threat and the rate of infection is increasing significantly in the 
community.  The more we work together to reduce the level of the virus, the more activity we 
will be able to have in our communities.

Supports such as the PUP and the CRSS will continue to be made available to those im-
pacted. Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) is also available to help maintain people 
in jobs.   Further details of the range of government supports available to help businesses im-
pacted by the COVID-19 crisis. Can be viewed at the following link https://enterprise.gov.ie/
en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/  

13/01/2021WRM06700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRM06800284. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will publish the full list of recipients of funding under the music industry 
stimulus package including the allocations by first music contact, her Department and the Arts 
Council of Ireland; the criteria by which recipients are chosen; the criteria used by the allocat-
ing bodies to dispense funding in each case to date; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44715/20]

13/01/2021WRM06900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I introduced the Music Industry Support Package in 2020 to help meet the needs of 
the whole of the music sector in these unprecedented times. This was the first time this type of 
support was offered to the music industry and it was designed to cover all music genres and had 
three components, song writing, album release and recording. 

The administration of the schemes was managed by First Music Contact on behalf of my 
Department. 

The criteria for each of the three schemes  is published on the First Music Contact website. 
The full list of awardees of funding under the Music Industry Stimulus Package has also been 
published and is available to view on the First Music Contact website https://www.firstmusic-
contact.com/misphomepage 

13/01/2021WRM07000Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRM07100285. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if her Department or State agencies under the aegis of her Department have 
awarded contracts to a company (details supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the con-
tracts were tendered for; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44795/20]

13/01/2021WRM07200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I am advised that neither my Department, or by any State agency under the aegis of 
my Department, have awarded contracts to the company referred to by the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRM07300Covid-19 Pandemic
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13/01/2021WRM07400286. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if all Olympic athletes are considered elite for training purposes under public health 
restrictions. [44888/20]

13/01/2021WRM07500Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Deputy 
Jack Chambers): I would refer the Deputy to Sport Ireland’s website, which contains informa-
tion on the applicable classification of professional and elite sport. I can confirm that the clas-
sification includes the following categories:

- A Member of a high performance team funded by Sport Ireland; and

- Those who compete at major international events including European and World Champi-
onships and Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

Specifically, the following athletes and players are included:  

- Athletes on the 2020 International Carding Scheme 

- Players on the 2020 Team Ireland Golf Scheme 

- Senior riders in Show-Jumping, Eventing & Dressage 

- Senior team players in Hockey, Cricket, and Rugby Sevens. 

The public health regulation provides for both training and competition events for elite 
athletes.

13/01/2021WRN00200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRN00300287. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media her response to the views of a sports club (details replied) with regard to the recent an-
nouncements and restrictions concerning Ireland entering level 3; if a level playing field will 
be committed to for sports of a similar nature; and if she will make a statement on the matter.   
[44901/20]

13/01/2021WRN00400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I understand that question relates to the restrictions under 
Level 3 which no longer apply.  The gravity of the current epidemiological situation is such that 
the Government’s clear message is for people to stay in their homes, unless necessary for those 
essential reasons set out in the public health regulations. 

The current restrictions are clear that matches and competitive sporting events are not per-
mitted except for professional and elite sportspeople. This is in recognition of the need to limit 
insofar as possible person-to-person contact to prevent transmission of COVID-19. The proto-
cols applied for elite sports training and competition are aligned with international best practice 
and have been developed in consultation with the Expert Group on the Return to Sport. 

My Department and Sport Ireland are also engaging with the various sporting bodies to 
inform a review of the broader COVID-19 measures for sporting activity, which will be con-
sidered by Government at the appropriate time. The issue of safely resuming competitions and 
leagues will form part of the review. 

  Question No. 288 answered with Question No. 283.
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13/01/2021WRN00600Swimming Pool Programme

13/01/2021WRN00700289. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the amount of funding that has been allocated for the installation of a swim-
ming pool by Kildare County Council at the Maynooth University campus. [44904/20]

13/01/2021WRN00800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): No funding has been allocated by my Department for the 
project referred to by the Deputy.

The Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) was launched in 2018 to provide Ex-
chequer support for larger sports facility projects including swimming pools with €100m being 
made available over the period to 2027.   

An application was received from Kildare County Council for design funding towards a 
new swimming pool at the Maynooth campus with €1m sought. All applications under the 
LSSIF were assessed in accordance with the published scoring criteria and provisional alloca-
tions totalling €82.4m for 32 projects were announced last year.  Of these 32 grants, 8 swim-
ming pool projects were awarded funding.

The total funding applied for under the scheme significantly exceeded the amount available 
to allocate and the swimming pool project in Maynooth did not score sufficiently highly to be 
awarded a grant under this set of allocations.  All unsuccessful applicants were however, given 
the opportunity to appeal the Department’s decision if it was felt than an error was made in 
the assessment process and an appeal in this regard was received from Kildare County Coun-
cil. All appeals have now been assessed by officials who were not involved in the initial assess-
ment process and a final decision on the LSSIF appeals will be made shortly. While it is not 
proposed to open the LSSIF for new applications at present, I have asked my officials to review 
progress on existing grants this year when the question of whether it would be appropriate to 
seek new applications or award additional grants will be considered.

13/01/2021WRN00900Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRN01000290. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will consider lifting the restrictions for bowling centres; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44924/20]

13/01/2021WRN01100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): It is a matter for the Government to decide on the imposi-
tion or lifting of restrictions necessary to respond to prevailing pandemic circumstances.

The gravity of the current epidemiological situation does not permit Government consider-
ation at this time of the proposal outlined by the Deputy. The Government’s clear message is for 
people to stay in their homes, unless necessary for those essential reasons set out in the public 
health regulations. 

13/01/2021WRN01200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRN01300291. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will consider a proposal (details supplied) to allow bowling alleys to open 
during level 3 lockdown. [44942/20]
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13/01/2021WRN01400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I would refer the Deputy to the Government’s Framework 
for Restrictive Measures https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad569-level-3/#measures-in-place-
from-1-december, which outlines the overriding public health rationale for the suite of mea-
sures applicable to each of the Framework’s five levels. 

Under level 3 of the Framework, only individual training is permitted indoors subject to 
compliance with prevailing public health requirements.  Sport Ireland has published practical 
guidance on the measures around indoor sporting activity on its website at: https://www.spor-
tireland.ie/covid19/individual-and-indoor-training  

It is a matter for the Government to decide on the range of restrictions considered necessary 
to respond to prevailing pandemic circumstances, including those to be applied as and when 
the current grave epidemiological situation improves to the point that a return to Level 3 can be 
contemplated. 

13/01/2021WRN01500Irish Music Industry Promotion

13/01/2021WRN01600292. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the guidelines that regulate the promotion of Irish music on airplay on Irish 
radio and television; her plans to introduce additional regulations particularly with regard to 
setting a percentage quota requirement for Irish music on radio and television; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter.  [44981/20]

13/01/2021WRN01700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I am strongly supportive of the promotion of Irish music on our broadcasting services. 
Ireland has a strong and vibrant music sector, which is recognised across the world. As Minister 
for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, I am keen to ensure that appropriate 
supports are in place to further nurture and protect this sector.

However, I am conscious of the legal and other factors which must be taken into account 
when considering the feasibility of introducing airplay quotas. The potential benefit to music 
production in Ireland must be balanced with the rights of broadcasters, subject to their contrac-
tual or regulatory obligations, to determine the type of content they wish to broadcast and to en-
sure commercial revenue particularly in the context of the current media climate. Importantly, 
the introduction of airplay quotas would need to be consistent with EU law.

An example of airplay quotas in the EU can be seen in France. In 1994, France introduced 
a mandatory quota for 40% airplay of French language music on French radio stations, this 
quota was reduced to 35% in 2016.  Any quota for airplay would be considered to restrict free 
movement of services by placing music meeting certain criteria in a more advantaged position.  
However, a quota for airplay of music in a particular language, as is the case in France, can 
be justified under EU case law, as the preservation and promotion of an official language of a 
Member State constitutes a general interest objective. Unlike music in a particular language, a 
quota system for music produced in a particular place, as suggested in this question, does not 
appear to have grounds for exemption from the general requirements of EU law.  Therefore, 
without a similar justification on the grounds of linguistic protection, a quota for music pro-
duced in a particular Member State would be considered to restrict free movement of services 
by placing music produced in other Member States at a disadvantage.

Given the legal challenges arising, the Government is not currently considering airplay 
quotas based on production location.  I will however continue to support Irish musicians and 
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musical content, though initiatives within my Department and through funding for the Arts 
Council.  The Arts Council is the state body through which the Government funds the arts, 
including music, in Ireland. Arts Council funding has increased from €80m at the beginning of 
last year to €130m this year – an increase of over 60%. I also provided significant targeted fund-
ing last year for music and musicians including very successful national events - Other Voices: 
Courage, the Hot Press Young and Emerging series, Ireland Performs and the Music Industry 
Stimulus Package. A very significant proportion of over €5m allocated to the Live Performance 
Support Scheme was allocated to musicians. In 2021, the Government has allocated €50m for 
live performance. These benefits are over and above economy wide supports, principally the 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment. My Department will continue to engage with the sector to 
tailor supports to the needs of musicians and other artists. I appointed a number of musicians to 
the Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce.

I am also conscious of the challenges faced by the live music sector as a result of necessary 
public health restrictions. To complement the live performance and music industry support 
package I have put in place, I have requested that the BAI will include a special emphasis on 
applications that support the live music sector within a general round of Sound and Vision to be 
put in place in Q1 2021 and I have provided additional funding of €1.4m to support this.

 

 

13/01/2021WRN01800Tourism Industry

13/01/2021WRN01900293. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the financial supports that Fáilte Ireland will provide to the coach tourism sector; 
and if funding will be allocated from the €55 million business continuity scheme designed to 
support strategic businesses in the sector. [44987/20]

13/01/2021WRN02000294. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans to support coach tourism in 2021 in view of the fact that the sector is re-
sponsible for attracting two million international tourists to Ireland each year. [44988/20]

13/01/2021WRN02100295. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans to address the significant cash flow pressures that businesses in the coach 
tourism are experiencing and are likely to continue to experience over 2021 (details supplied). 
[44989/20]

13/01/2021WRN02200296. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she has made representations to Fáilte Ireland in respect of the need for coach tour-
ism to be supported under the €55 million in business continuity scheme designed for strategic 
tourism businesses; and the status of the request for financial support. [44990/20]

13/01/2021WRN02300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 293 to 296, inclusive, together.

As part of the July stimulus package and in response to the challenges being experienced 
by the Coach Tourism sector the Government provided €10m to fund the Coach Tourism Busi-
ness Continuity Scheme which is administered by Fáilte Ireland.  I have asked Fáilte Ireland to 
provide the Deputy with further details regarding the administration of the scheme. Please let 
my private office know if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.
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Budget 2021 included a number of further substantial measures to support and strengthen 
the tourism sector and are supplemented by the economy-wide business supports and social 
welfare measures. A key measure in Budget 2021 was the provision of an additional €55m in 
Business Continuity funding to support strategic tourism businesses. This funding will be ad-
ministered by Fáilte Ireland who are considering all sectors within tourism and are particularly 
mindful of those that have not been able to avail of other Government supports.

Supports available to tourism businesses will continue to be reviewed as we seek to protect 
viable businesses and prepare for recovery in the sector.

13/01/2021WRN02700Ealaín na Gaeltachta

13/01/2021WRN02800297. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den an Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén maoiniú a chuir Ealaín na Gaeltachta ar fáil d’eagraíochtaí in 
2018, 2019 agus 2020; agus i bhfoirm tábla, cad iad na heagraíochtaí a fuair maoiniú agus cé 
mhéad maoiniú a tugadh d’achan eagraíocht díobh sin. [44998/20]

13/01/2021WRN02900Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Cuireann Ealaín na Gaeltachta Teo. maoiniú ar fáil 
d’eagraíochtaí trí scéimeanna éagsúla a fhógraítear go bliantúil agus atá dírithe ar thosaíochtaí 
straitéiseacha agus ar ghníomhachtaí atá leagtha síos ina bPlean Straitéise d’fhorbairt na n-
ealaíon sa Ghaeltacht 2018 – 2022 a bhaint amach. 

Chomh maith leis sin, tá Ealaín na Gaeltachta Teo. ag comhoibriú leis an An Roinn Turasói-
reachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán le clár sna hEalaíona Dúchasacha don 
óige dar teideal Cuisle a chur i bhfeidhm atá mar thaca don phróiseas pleanála teanga agus go 
deimhin don Pholasaí don Oideachas Gaeltachta atá faoi stiúir na Roinne Oideachais.

Leagtar amach sa tábla thíos an maoiniú a cheadaigh Ealaín na Gaeltachta d’eagraíochtaí 
tríd na scéimeanna éagsúla atá á riar acu in 2018, 2019 agus 2020.

 Eagras Seoladh  2018€  2019€  2020€ 

1 Ionad Cultúrtha, Baile Bhúirne Bhaile Bhuirne, Co. Chorcaí    43,000.00    33,500.00    57,500.00 

2 Comhchoiste Chiarraí Theas Ceann Eich, Co. Chiarraí      5,000.00    17,000.00    19,200.00 

3 Comhlacht Forbartha na nDéise An Rinn, Co. Phort Láirge                  -                    -        6,000.00 

4 Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne Baile an Fheirtéaraigh, Co. Chiarraí    20,000.00    20,000.00    25,000.00 

5 Aisling Gheal Béal Átha ‘n Ghaorthaidh, Co. 
Chorcaigh

   10,000.00    10,000.00    10,284.00 

6 An Lab An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí    25,000.00                  -                    -   

7 Coiste Stiúrtha An Fhéile Bheag 
Filíochta

Baile an Fheirtéaraigh, Co. Chiarraí      2,300.00                  -                    -   

8 Cruinniú na bhFliúit Cúil Aodha, Co. Chorcaí      2,000.00      2,000.00                  -   

9 Féile Traid an Daingin An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí      1,500.00                  -                    -   

10 Féile Scannán an Daingin An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí      6,000.00      6,000.00                  -   

11 Éigse Dhiarmuid Uí   Shúilleabháin Baile Mhúirne, Co. Chorcaí      3,000.00      3,000.00      3,000.00 

12 Tionól Nioclás Tóibín An Rinn, Co. Phort Láirge      2,000.00      2,000.00      2,000.00 

13 Scoil Cheoil an Earraigh Baile an Fheirtéaraigh, Co. Chiarraí      6,900.00                  -                    -   

14 Féile na Bealtaine An   Daingean, Co. Chiarraí    15,000.00    15,000.00                  -   

15 Iontaoibheas Fódhla Cúil Aodha, Co. Chorcaí      3,000.00                  -                    -   

16 South Wind Blows An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -                    -      14,051.00 

17 An Diseart An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -                    -      15,000.00 

18 Teach Damhsa An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -                    -      15,000.00 

19 Comharchumann Chléire Oileán Chléire, Co. Chorcaí                  -                    -      11,550.00 

20 Ionad Lae Ghairdín Mhuire An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí      7,000.00      7,500.00    10,365.00 
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 Eagras Seoladh  2018€  2019€  2020€ 

21 Aisteoirí Bhreanainn Baile na nGall, Co. Chiarraí         800.00         500.00         750.00 

22 Beehive Theatre An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -                    -           500.00 

23 Éigse na Brídeoige Ceann Eich, Co. Chiarraí      1,000.00      1,000.00      1,000.00 

24 Tobar Eoin An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -        1,150.00                  -   

25 Co. Co. Chiarraí An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -        1,000.00                  -   

26 Cór & Ceolfhoireann Nua-Cheoil an 
Daingin

An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -           800.00                  -   

27 Éigse na Gréine Ceann Eich, Co. Chiarraí         700.00         800.00                  -   

28 Áiseanna na hÓige, An   Daingean An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -           800.00                  -   

29 Comharchumann Forbartha an Leith 
Triúigh Teo

An Chlochán, Co. Chiarraí         150.00         800.00                  -   

30 Mol Teic An Daingin An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí         300.00                  -                    -   

31 Dámh Scoil Mhúscraí Uí Fhloinn Baile Mhúirne, Co. Chorcaí         400.00                  -                    -   

32 Coláiste Ghobnatan Baile Mhúirne, Co. Chorcaí         800.00                  -                    -   

33 Féile Liteartha an Daingin An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -                    -        1,500.00 

34 Féile Nua Scannán an Daingin An Daingean, Co. Chiarraí                  -                    -        1,500.00 

35 Áras Éanna Inis Óirr, Co. na Gaillimhe    16,000.00    20,000.00    30,000.00 

36 Aras Inis Gluaire Béal an Mhuirthead, Co.   Mhaigh 
Eo 

                 -      12,000.00    14,000.00 

37 Comharchumann Forbartha Ionad 
Deirbhile

Halla Naomh  Breandáin, An 
Eachléim, An Fód Dubh, Co. 
Mhaigh Eo

                 -      10,000.00    12,000.00 

38 Ionad an Léinn Éireannaigh Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh.      5,000.00    11,000.00                  -   

39 Tuismitheoirí na Gaeltachta An Cheathrú Rua, Co. na Gaillimhe         500.00    10,000.00         860.00 

40 Cúl an Tí, An Spidéal f/ch   Lelia Ní Chathmhaoil, na 
Minne, Co. na Gaillimhe 

                 -      10,000.00                  -   

41 Forbairt Chonamar Lár Teach an Údaráis, Carna, Co. na 
Gaillimhe

                 -        9,700.00                  -   

42 Comhlacht Forbartha Inis Meáin Inis Meán, na hOileáin Árainn, Co. 
na Gaillimhe

     2,500.00      2,750.00                  -   

43 Féile Joe Éinniú F/ch Seán Ó hÉanaigh, Baile an tS-
agairt An Spidéal, Co. na Gaillimhe

     2,500.00      2,750.00                  -   

44 Cumann Forbartha Chois Fharraige  An Cnoc Indreabhán Co na Gail-
limhe 

     3,500.00                  -                    -   

45 Coiste Traid Phicnic 2018 Ceardlann an Spidéil, An Spidéal, 
Co. na Gaillimhe

     5,000.00      1,000.00                  -   

46 Ceol na Locha Oifig an Halla, Tuar Mhic Éadaigh, 
Co. Mhaigh Eo 

     3,000.00      3,500.00                  -   

47 Féile Cruite Acla Dumha Acha Acaill, Co. Mhaigh Eo      3,000.00      3,500.00      4,500.00 

48 Comhar Chumann Ráth Chairn Ráth Cairn, Baile Áth Buí, Co. na 
Mí 

     2,000.00      8,490.00      8,530.00 

49 Coiste Féile na Gealaí The Cottage, Tlachta, Áth Buí, Co. 
na Mí 

     3,000.00      4,000.00                  -   

50 Scoil Acla An Caiseal, Acaill, Co Mhaigh Eo      3,000.00      3,500.00                  -   

51 Éigse an Spidéal 2019 Baile an tSagairt, An Spidéal, Co na 
Gaillimhe

                 -        2,750.00                  -   

52 Féile Leabhar Chois Fharraige Indreabhán Co. na Gaillimhe                  -        2,000.00                  -   

53 Feile Iorrais Áras Inis Ghluaire, Béal an Mhuirt-
head, Co. Mhaigh Eo 

                 -        1,500.00                  -   

54 Eigse Mhichael Mháire Ghabha An Aird Thiar, Carna, Co na Gail-
limhe

                 -        1,000.00      5,000.00 

55 Ionad Óige Iorras Aithneach Iorras Aithneach, Co. na Gaillimhe                  -        1,000.00                  -   

56 The Journal of Music An Spidéal Co. na Gaillimhe                  -                    -      15,000.00 

57 Stiúideo Cuan Ceardlann an Spidéil, An Spidéal 
Co. na Gaillimhe

                 -                    -      25,000.00 

58 Cló Iar Chonnachta Ceardlann an Spidéil, An Spidéal 
Co. na Gaillimhe

                 -                    -      15,000.00 

59 Áislann Chill Chartha Cill Cartha, Co. Dhún na nGall                  -                    -      14,870.00 

60 Comhlacht Forbartha Áitiúil Acla Oilean Acla, Co. Mhaigh Eo                  -                    -        9,150.00 
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 Eagras Seoladh  2018€  2019€  2020€ 

61 Cumann Forbartha Chois Fharraige Cnoc, Co. na Gaillimhe                  -        3,300.00                  -   

62 Fíbín Baile na hAbhann, Gaillimh    63,000.00    63,000.00    76,000.00 

63 Ceardlann na gCroisbhealach Pairc Gnó Gaoth Dobhair    52,000.00    52,000.00    62,000.00 

64 Amharclann Ghaoth Dobhair Gaoth Dobhair, Co. Dhún na nGall         750.00    15,000.00    25,000.00 

65 Oideas Gael Gleann Cholm Cille, Co. Dhun na 
nGall

     2,000.00      2,000.00                  -   

66 An Cosán Glas Gort ,a Choirce, Co. Dhún  na nGall    11,000.00    11,000.00                  -   

67 An tSean Bheiric An Fál Carrach, Co. Dhún na nGall      4,500.00    13,020.00    12,870.00 

68 Ionad Phadraig Dobhar Dobhar, Co. Dhún na nGall                  -           300.00                  -   

69 Earagail Arts Festival Management Aonad 2, Páirc Gnó Chois Abhann, 
Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Dhún na nGall

     6,000.00      6,000.00      6,000.00 

70 Comharchumann   Forbartha Ghaoth 
Dobhair

Na Doirí Beaga, Co. Dhun na nGall    72,500.00    90,000.00    92,760.00 

71 Loinneog Lúnasa Na Doirí Beaga, Co. Dhun na nGall      2,500.00      2,500.00                  -   

72 Féile Jimmí Mhairí Bhillí An tSeanbheiric, Fal Carrach      1,700.00                  -                    -   

73 Éigse na Samhna Gort a Choirce, Co. Dhún na nGall      2,000.00                  -                    -   

74 Scol Gheimhridh Ghaoth Dobhair Comharchumann Forbartha Ghaoth 
Dobhar

                 -        2,500.00      2,500.00 

75 Feile Scéalaíocht na Glaise An tSeanbheiric, Fal Carrach                  -        2,000.00      4,000.00 

76 Féile Scéalaíocht na Glaise An tSeanbheiric, Fal Carrach                  -                    -        2,000.00 

77 Bailte Slachtmara An Clochán Liath An Clochan Liath, Co. Dhún na 
nGall

                 -                    -      15,000.00 

13/01/2021WRN03000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRN03100298. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if, in view of the importance of the car rental industry to the tourism sec-
tor, she will meet with representatives of the industry to hear and find solutions for Covid-19-
related issues regarding the sector; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45045/20]

13/01/2021WRN03200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): While I do not have primary responsibility for the car rental sector, subject to diary 
commitments I am always willing to meet stakeholders involved in tourism to discuss matters 
impacting on the tourism sector. I would encourage representatives of the car rental industry to 
contact my office directly in this regard.

13/01/2021WRN03300Tourism Industry

13/01/2021WRN03400299. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she has received the submission by a company (details supplied) to the Tourism 
Taskforce; if a tourism online voucher system will be introduced that would enable tourism 
providers to commission promotional videos to market their product; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45081/20]

13/01/2021WRN03500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I received the Recovery Plan prepared by the Tourism Recovery Taskforce in Septem-
ber 2020. In drawing up its report, the Taskforce held a public consultation to inform its work 
and received over 800 submissions, including a submission from the company referred to by 
the Deputy. 

My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national tourism 
policy development and implementation of that policy is a matter for the tourism agencies. 
Consideration of  operational proposals such as that referred to by the Deputy is a matter for 



13 January 2021

157

Fáilte Ireland. Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for further informa-
tion and direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

13/01/2021WRN03600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRN03700300. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will allow indoor sport training for sporting organisations with no national 
governing body recognised by Sport Ireland such as artistic roller skating; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [45101/20]

13/01/2021WRN03800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): In the current Level 5 restrictions, no sporting events or 
training are permitted, except for a limited number of exempted elite and professional sport-
speople. This applies to sporting activities organised by recognised National Governing Bodies 
of sport as well as activities organised by other associations and clubs.

The Government fully acknowledges the benefits of sport and physical activity for people’s 
mental and physical well-being and has done its utmost to facilitate sport as much as it can 
within the confines imposed by the public health situation, which remains a serious and ongo-
ing threat to people’s lives. On behalf of the Return to Sport Expert Group, Sport Ireland has 
issued practical guidance for the sports and physical activity sector, which is available on its 
website and can be applied by all sporting clubs and groups.  

Detailed operating protocols aligned with public health advice will continue to be required, 
as and when the Government determines that a return to sporting activity can be facilitated. 
It is also essential that these protocols are underpinned by robust compliance and monitoring 
structures and processes to ensure effective and consistent compliance and adherence with their 
requirements, a function which will continue to be fulfilled by the National Governing Bodies 
under the supervision of Sport Ireland. 

The recognition process for achieving the status of a National Governing Body for a sport 
in Ireland is a matter solely for Sport Ireland, which has the legislative responsibility for the 
development of sport in Ireland pursuant to the Sport Ireland Act 2015. There are over 60 
recognised National Governing Bodies which have each demonstrated their capacity to organ-
ise training and competitions in their respective codes and to implement policies for health and 
safety, safeguarding and other matters. These cover a broad range of sports from field sports, 
Olympic disciplines and minority sports. There are also a number of sporting bodies which are 
currently working towards recognition, with the support of Sport Ireland. Further information 
on the recognition process is available on the agency’s website www.sportireland.ie.

13/01/2021WRN03900Sports Organisations

13/01/2021WRN04000301. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if rugby clubs such as a club (details supplied) will be assisted in restarting rugby at 
senior and underage level. [45143/20]

13/01/2021WRN04100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The gravity of the current epidemiological situation is such 
that the Government’s clear message is for people to stay in their homes, unless necessary for 
those essential reasons set out in the public health regulations. 
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The current restrictions are clear that matches and competitive sporting events are not per-
mitted except for professional and elite sportspeople. This is in recognition of the need to limit 
insofar as possible person-to-person contact to prevent transmission of COVID-19. The proto-
cols applied for elite sports training and competition are aligned with international best practice 
and have been developed in consultation with the Expert Group on the Return to Sport. 

My Department and Sport Ireland are also engaging with the various sporting bodies to 
inform a review of the broader COVID-19 measures for sporting activity, which will be con-
sidered by Government at the appropriate time. The issue of safely resuming competitions and 
leagues will form part of the review. 

13/01/2021WRN04200Sports Organisations

13/01/2021WRN04300302. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will assist a club request (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [45200/20]

13/01/2021WRN04400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): As the Deputy will be aware, my Department is responsible 
for the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme and the club in question successfully applied 
for a grant under the 2018 round of the Programme. 

Separately, the Revenue Commissioners operates the Tax Relief for Donations to Certain 
Sports Bodies scheme. If a sports club or organisation is acquiring land or buildings, developing 
facilities, purchasing fixed non-personal equipment for sports activities, or repaying a loan for 
these purposes, Section 41 of the Finance Act 2002 provides a tax relief incentive to individuals 
or companies to make a donation towards the cost of these projects. 

My Department’s role in relation to this Revenue scheme is to confirm that the projects in 
question comply with the eligibility criteria for sporting projects and issues a certificate in this 
regard. In relation to this however, it is a requirement that work cannot have already started 
prior to the application for the Tax relief. This requirement is set down in Section 847A Taxes 
Consolidation Act, 1997 sub section 4 which states:- “The Minister, on the making of an ap-
plication by an approved sports body in advance of the undertaking by that body of a project, 
may give a certificate to that body stating that the project to be undertaken by that body may be 
treated as an approved project for the purposes of this section”. 

Unfortunately, my Department has no discretion in relation to this requirement.  If however, 
the club referred to by the Deputy has incurred debts in completing eligible works, it may be 
possible to claim tax relief for donations used to pay off this debt. In addition, my Department 
will be happy to consider any request for certification for any future phases of the club’s devel-
opment plans.   Accordingly, the club may wish to contact the Sports Capital Division of my 
Department (email SportsCapitalProgrammes@tcagsm.gov.ie) to discuss  further.  

13/01/2021WRN04500Arts Funding

13/01/2021WRN04600303. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the supports available to independent community theatres to see them through 
the Covid-19 crisis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1064/21]

13/01/2021WRN04700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
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Martin): Primary support for the arts, including theatre, is delivered by the Arts Council, fund-
ing for which has increased steadily in recent years and reaches €130 million in 2021. The Arts 
Council, which is independent in its funding decisions under the Arts Act 2003, operates within 
a published ten-year strategic framework entitled Making Great Art Work. The Arts Council 
supports and develops theatre in Ireland through grant funding, project awards, support to in-
dividual artists, and support to venues, publications and resource organisations. Further details  
of can be accessed on the Arts Council’s decisions database which  gives a listing of 2008–2020 
Arts Council funding decisions as follows; http://www.artscouncil.ie/funding-decisions/. 

At the outset of the COVID-19 crisis, the Arts Council said it will honour all existing fund-
ing commitments, and allow grantees to draw down 90 percent of their funding to allow them 
fulfil in turn their own business commitments, especially to artists.

A range of measures were announced as part of Budget 2021 to support the arts and culture 
sectors and in particular the music and entertainment sectors. As mentioned previously Govern-
ment funding to the Arts Council in 2021 will amount to €130m which is an increase of 62% 
over the amount initially allocated for 2020. Much of this funding is being allocated to the 
performance arts including those who have never before received funding from the Council.

The Council have in place a number of new and enhanced funding programmes which have 
been introduced in response to COVID-19. These include:

- enhanced commissioning, projects and bursary awards;

-  an Emergency Stabilisation Fund;

-  the COVID-19 Response Award;

-  a Capacity Building Support Scheme;

-  a Professional Development Award;

-  the COVID-19 Completion Funding Scheme;

My Department also operates a number of capital investment schemes in respect of cultural 
venues such as theatres.  A number of funding streams are provided from a €40m capital invest-
ment allocation for local arts and culture infrastructure contained in Project Ireland 2040.

In response to COVID-19, my Department opened a further stream (Stream D) of funding 
specifically for capital adaptations or equipment necessary to assist arts and culture organisa-
tions in re-opening. Under this stream capital funding is provided to assist in the re-opening 
of theatres, arts centres and culture venues as part of Project Ireland 2040. The measures are 
designed to support arts and culture facilities in preparation for staff, artists and audiences 
returning to venues to reopen in line with the Government’s Roadmap for Reopening Society 
and Business as well as the Return to Work Safety Protocols. There is a high degree of flex-
ibility which will allow organisations to undertake necessary capital adaptations to their build-
ings so that they comply with the HSE COVID-19 related public health protection measures. 
Not-for-profit organisations with a clearly defined arts and cultural remit can apply for this 
Stream D.  Further details of these schemes along with eligibility criteria and other information, 
can be found at this link https://www.gov.ie/en/service/b61b2-stream-d-of-the-cultural-capital-
scheme-2019-2022/  

The Deputy has made specific reference to community theatres and may wish to also know 
that the Department of Rural and Community Development funds a range of programmes and 
schemes to assist in rural and community development which are available to eligible commu-
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nity groups and organisations throughout the country. These schemes provide funding, support 
and assistance to communities at local level and include the Rural Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund, the LEADER programme; the Community Enhancement Programme, the Social 
Inclusion and Community Activation Programme; the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and 
the Community Services Programme. Details of how to apply for these schemes are on the Gov-
ernment’s website at the following link https://www.gov.ie/en/service/c5849b-rural-funding/  

Under the current Level 5 restrictions supports such as the PUP and the CRSS will continue 
to be made available to those impacted. Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) is also 
available to help maintain people in jobs.   Further details of the range of government supports 
available to help businesses impacted by the COVID-19 crisis can be viewed at the following 
link https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/  

13/01/2021WRN04800Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRN04900304. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will permit one-to-one piano lessons for educational purposes in private homes 
under the current level 5 restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1154/21]

13/01/2021WRN05000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Government’s Living with COVID-19 Plan sets out how services should operate 
at five different levels. The country is at present at Level 5 of this Plan and this applies nation-
ally.  The Level 5 restrictions will remain in place until midnight on 31 January 2021.

At Level 5, the public health risk means that people are being asked to stay at home, except 
for travel for work, education or other essential purposes, or to take exercise within 5km of 
home. There will be no gatherings other than small numbers at funerals and weddings. No in-
door or outdoor exercise group activities, including those involving children, should take place.

Under Level 5, music tuition should take place online only.   Furthermore no visitors are 
permitted in private homes or gardens except for essential family reasons such as providing care 
to children, elderly or vulnerable people, or as part of a support bubble.  Tuition and lessons of 
any sort for any purpose are not permitted in private homes.

Further details of these restrictions can be accessed on the gov.ie website at the following 
link https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/  

It is recognised that this decision will have an impact on people’s lives and livelihoods, but 
the clear message is that we must all now stay at home, with the exception of essential purposes, 
in order to stop the spread of the virus. Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19 means 
that the virus poses a serious threat and the rate of infection is increasing significantly in the 
community.  The more we work together to reduce the level of the virus, the more activity we 
will be able to have in our communities.

Supports such as the PUP and the CRSS will continue to be made available to those im-
pacted. The Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) is also available to help maintain 
people in jobs.   Further details of the range of government supports available to help businesses 
impacted by the COVID-19 crisis can be viewed at the following link https://enterprise.gov.ie/
en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/  .

13/01/2021WRN05100Arts Funding
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13/01/2021WRN05200305. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if her Department will provide grant funding to support the commercial live 
events sector; if the arts and culture recovery task force is giving consideration to the sector; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1289/21]

13/01/2021WRN05300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): An allocation of €50 million was made in Budget 2021 for the live performance sector.  
The rollout of this funding will include measures which will build on grant schemes launched 
under the July stimulus, such as the pilot “Live Performance Support Scheme” and the “Music 
Industry Stimulus Package”. Officials in my Department have gained valuable insights from 
these schemes and will apply these learnings when allocating funding this year. 

The Report of the “Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce” was published on the 17th No-
vember last year and recommended the establishment of a cross-sectoral implementation group 
to oversee and monitor the implementation of the taskforce’s 10 recommendations.  I recently 
announced the establishment of the Recovery Oversight Group for the Tourism Sector and of-
ficials in my Department are currently working on proposals for an oversight group for Arts & 
Culture which I hope to establish in the coming weeks.  

13/01/2021WRN05400Sports Funding

13/01/2021WRN05500306. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if public procurement standards apply to sporting governing bodies in receipt 
of public funds (details supplied); the extent of oversight and accountability which applies to 
the spending of public funds by sporting bodies; the way it is applied; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1308/21]

13/01/2021WRN05600Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Sport Ireland is the statutory body with responsibility for 
the development of sport, increasing participation at all levels and raising standards. It also 
has responsibility for governance oversight of National Governing Bodies of Sport. 

I have referred the Deputy’s Question to Sport Ireland for direct reply on this matter. Please 
contact my office if a reply is not received within 10 days.

13/01/2021WRN05700Tourism Funding

13/01/2021WRN05800307. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media when the funding which was made available to Tourism Ireland during Covid-19 
will be allocated to coach companies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1718/21]

13/01/2021WRN05900Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): A €10 million fund was made available to help coach tourism businesses deal with the 
devastating impact of COVID-19.  The administration of the Coach Tourism Business Continu-
ity Scheme is an operational matter for the Board and management of Fáilte Ireland. Accord-
ingly, I have referred the Deputy’s question to them for further information and direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

13/01/2021WRN06000Sports Funding
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13/01/2021WRN06100308. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the amount allocated in funding for the sports capital and equipment programme in 
each of the years 2016 to 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1722/21]

13/01/2021WRN06200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Full details of all allocations under the Sports Capital and 
Equipment Programme are published on the Department’s website at:- https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/471ed5-sports-capital-allocations/) :

 In relation to the specific years, the total amounts are shown in the table below. It should be 
noted that there was not a round of the Programme in all of the years in question and in some 
cases the allocations were made the year after the Programme was advertised.  The amounts 
also include any special allocations made under the fund.   

 Year  Total Allocated
2016 €30,585,000
2017 €67,331,000
2018 €3,967,092
2019 €58,190,961
2020 €233,861

13/01/2021WRN06300Tourism Policy

13/01/2021WRN06400309. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if Sport Ireland will consider erecting signage prohibiting dogs from accom-
panying walkers and climbers on a mountain trail (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [1747/21]

13/01/2021WRN06500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Sport Ireland Outdoors is a part of Sport Ireland focused on 
supporting and promoting participation in all forms of outdoor sport in Ireland. Sport Ireland 
promotes the planning and development of recreational trails and outdoor recreation infrastruc-
ture by promoting standards and best practice in the development of walking, cycling and water 
trails. Sport Ireland Outdoors maintains a National Trail Register of over 900 approved trails 
that align with the prescribed standards for trails in Ireland.   The remit of Sport Ireland in this 
area is focused on capacity building, advice and guidance. 

Sport Ireland does not maintain or manage trails or upland areas in general nor does it pro-
vide or erect signage for same. All such work on trails is carried out locally by a trail manage-
ment organisation for the trail. Where there is not a formally developed and managed trail, in 
some instances local management organisations may erect signage. 

 Sport Ireland also provides advice to trail walkers regarding issues with bringing dogs 
on trails. In relation to formal trails registered by Sport Ireland, advice is provided on Sport 
Ireland’s website, www.sportireland.ie/outdoors/find-your-trails, advising walkers that they 
should verify whether or not dogs are allowed on trails before visiting them. 

I have had enquiries made with Sport Ireland in relation to the mountain trail mentioned by 
the Deputy. Sport Ireland understands that this mountain trail is a customary route used by hill 
walkers to climb Caherconree Mountain. It is not a developed or waymarked trail listed on the 
National Trails Register. Accordingly, Sport Ireland has no direct involvement with this route.  

 Sport Ireland understands that at other locations which are popular with hill walkers but 
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where there are no formal trails, signage has been erected by a local management organisation 
e.g. in the Carrauntoohil area by The MacGillycuddy Reeks Mountain Access Forum and in 
Wicklow by the Wicklow Uplands Forum. Sport Ireland has suggested that the local author-
ity or the local development company may be in a position to address this matter by erecting 
signage.

13/01/2021WRN06600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRN06700310. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the details for her Department for outsourcing to consultancies of spe-
cifically Covid-19-related work, services or advice; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [1800/21]

13/01/2021WRN06800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The sectors which fall within the remit of my Department have been severely impact-
ed by the restrictions introduced by Government under its Plan for Living with COVID-19 to 
control the spread of the virus.  Tourism, the Arts, Culture and Sport are integral to our society, 
our economy and our individual well-being, however, they are also public-facing and audience-
driven in nature which means they carry greater risks for the transmission of the virus.  To ad-
dress this particular challenge and to support these sectors in operating, where it is determined 
by Government as being safe to do so, my Department has recently engaged the following two 
occupational health and safety consultancies:

- SLUA Event Safety Consultancy

- Eamon O’Boyle and Associates 

These two companies provide advice and support to the Department and are involved in the 
Department’s quality assurance process in respect of sectoral guidance developed in line with 
the Government’s Plan for Living with COVID-19.

My Department has also commissioned Quadra Limited to support its health and safety 
workplace assessment for COVID-19 risks at its administrative offices.

 

13/01/2021WRN06900Climate Action Plan

13/01/2021WRN07000311. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the local authorities that employ or do not employ climate action officers; if there is a 
standardisation of these roles and responsibilities across local authorities in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44764/20]

13/01/2021WRN07100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible for 
the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authority for which he or she is responsible. 

My Department oversees workforce planning for the local government sector, including the 
monitoring of local government sector employment levels. To this end, my Department gathers 
aggregate quarterly data on staff numbers in each local authority on a whole time equivalent 
basis. However, granular data, in terms of the detailed breakdown of the local authorities who 
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employ or do not employ Climate Action Officers is not collected and consequently is not 
available in my Department. The relevant information would be available from individual local 
authorities.

There is no national declared qualification for the position of Climate Action Officer.

13/01/2021WRO00200Local Authority Staff

13/01/2021WRO00300312. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the local authorities which have parks and biodiversity officers or departments; the lo-
cal authorities that do not have such officers of departments in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44765/20]

13/01/2021WRO00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible for 
the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
cal authority for which he or she is responsible. 

My Department oversees workforce planning for the local government sector, including the 
monitoring of local government sector employment levels. To this end, my Department gathers 
aggregate quarterly data on staff numbers in each local authority on a whole time equivalent 
basis. However, granular data, in terms of the detailed breakdown of the local authorities which 
either have or dont have Parks or Biodiversity Officers or Departments is not collected and con-
sequently is not available in my Department. The relevant information would be available from 
individual local authorities.

13/01/2021WRO00500Environmental Schemes

13/01/2021WRO00600313. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if consideration will be given to providing water fountains in public places in order 
that the demand for plastic bottled water can be reduced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44869/20]

13/01/2021WRO00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government includes a comitment that the Government will develop a 
scheme between local authorities and Irish Water to provide drinking water fountains nation-
wide to reduce plastic bottle litter. 

In addition, EU Directive 2020/2184 (the Drinking Water Recast Directive) as adopted on 
16 December 2020 updates the obligations on Member States in relation to the quality of water 
intended for human consumption. The objective of this Directive is to protect human health 
from the adverse effects of any contamination of water intended for human consumption by 
ensuring that it is wholesome and clean, and to improve access to water intended human con-
sumption. In order to promote the use of tap water intended for human consumption, article 16 
of the Directive requires that Member States shall ensure that outdoor and indoor equipment is 
set up in public spaces, where technically feasible, in a manner that is proportionate to the need 
for such measures and taking into account specific local conditions, such as climate and geog-
raphy. Member States may also take the following measures to promote the use of tap water 
intended for human consumption:

(a) raising awareness of the nearest outdoor or indoor equipment;  
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(b) launching campaigns to inform citizens about the quality of such water;  

(c)  encouraging the provision of such water in public administrations and public buildings;  

(d)  encouraging the provision of such water, for free or for a low service fee, for customers 
in restaurants, canteens and catering services.  

Member States must transpose article 16 of the Directive by 12 January 2023. 

My Department will implement the commitment in the Programme for Government as part 
of the transposition and implementation of article 16 of Directive 2020/2184, as described 
above.

13/01/2021WRO00800Housing Assistance Payment

13/01/2021WRO00900314. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the level of housing assistance payment in Dublin will be reviewed to ensure fami-
lies on social welfare have sufficient funds left for other essentials after rent top ups; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45165/20]

13/01/2021WRO01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the HAP scheme, tenants source their own accommodation in the private rented market. 
The accommodation sourced by tenants should be within the prescribed maximum HAP rent 
limits, which are based on household size and the rental market within the area concerned.

Each local authority has statutory discretion to agree to a HAP payment up to 20% above 
the prescribed maximum rent limit to secure appropriate accommodation for a household that 
requires it, or up to 50% in the case of homeless households in the Dublin region.  It is a matter 
for the local authority to determine, on a case by case basis, whether, and to what extent, the 
application of the flexibility is warranted. 

While there is no legislative provision precluding HAP supported households contributing 
towards the monthly rent required by the landlord, local authorities have a responsibility to 
ensure that tenancies are sustainable and that households in HAP are in a position to meet the 
rental costs involved.

The Programme for Government commits to ensuring that HAP levels are adequate to sup-
port vulnerable households, while we increase the supply of social housing. My Department 
continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review and it is a key mechanism in 
meeting housing need across the Country.

13/01/2021WRO01100Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRO01200315. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if wastewater analysis is taking place in Ireland to detect levels of Covid-19 as is done 
in other countries; if so, the regularity with which wastewater is being sampled; the results of 
those samples; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45178/20]

13/01/2021WRO01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
University College Dublin, in common with many other research groups across Europe, is 
conducting research to detect fragments of the SARS-CoV-2 virus in wastewater and to use this 
information as an indicator of the approximate infection rates in a population.  Irish Water is 
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facilitating waste water sample collection from three waste water treatment plants for this proj-
ect. The Government is funding the project through the Science Foundation Ireland COVID-19 
Rapid Response Funding award. The project team is providing reports to NPHET, the Irish 
Epidemiological Modelling Advisory Group, to Irish Water and to the Department of Health.

A Phase II Science Foundation Ireland COVID-19 Rapid Response Funding award based 
on this work was recently awarded representing a collaboration between University College 
Dublin, Trinity College Dublin and Queens University Belfast, to extend the project to North-
ern Ireland.

13/01/2021WRO01400Built Heritage Investment Scheme

13/01/2021WRO01500316. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will review the grant allocation to local authorities under the built heritage investment 
scheme to ensure that the allocations to each local authority are fair and equitable; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1071/21]

13/01/2021WRO01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) is one of two 
capital funding schemes for built heritage run by my Department. It is administered by the local 
authorities and funds hundreds of small-scale, labour-intensive works at protected structures 
across the country, carried out by skilled heritage craftspeople, every year. The allocation for 
the BHIS in 2021 is €3 million.

The annual funding allocated to each City and County Council under the BHIS is based on 
the number of protected structures in the geographical area of that local authority, having regard 
to the population of that area on a ratio of 80/20 pro-rata. Where a local authority underspends 
in a particular year, that money can be reallocated to another local authority, ensuring that fund-
ing is directed to where it is most needed. 

The method of allocating funds has been in place since the start of the scheme and with its 
predecessor, the Built Heritage Jobs Leverage Scheme. The operation of the scheme is kept 
under review and the method of allocating funds will be among the matters to be considered in 
the next review, which is due to take place this summer.

13/01/2021WRO01700Shared Island Unit

13/01/2021WRO01800317. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the engagement he has had with his Northern Irish counterpart in relation to the Ulster 
Canal connection from Clones, County Monaghan to Upper Lough Erne upgrade in the context 
of the new shared island fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1507/21]

13/01/2021WRO01900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Nichola Mallon, MLA, Minister for Infrastructure, shares with 
Minister Darragh O’Brien and myself a commitment to North South Cooperation in a tangible 
way.

Officials from both my Department and the Department for Infrastructure, continue to co-
operate effectively and communicate on a frequent basis on all matters concerning Waterways 
Ireland.

On November 11 2020, I attended the twenty-fifth North South Ministerial Council Inland 
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Waterways sectoral meeting , Chaired by Minister O’Brien, along with the Minister for Infra-
structure, and various other Ministers.    

The progress achieved in the restoration of the Ulster Canal, including the completion of 
Phase 1 of the restoration from Upper Lough Erne to Castle Saunderson, the ongoing work and 
future plans for the restoration from Clones to Clonfad and the development of the Ulster Canal 
Greenway was discussed and noted by Ministers. The next inland Waterways sectoral meeting 
is now scheduled for May 2021. 

Both my Department and the Department for Infrastructure were represented at North South 
Ministerial Council Plenary meetings held 31 July 2020 and 18 December 2020, at which it was 
noted by Ministers that both Administrations continue to work together to progress the Ulster 
Canal projects. 

Following the December Plenary meeting, Government announced approval of over €6m in 
funding from the Shared Island Fund to enable the continued restoration of the Ulster Canal and 
further development of the Ulster Canal Greenway, demonstrating our Government’s  commit-
ment to North South cooperation and the concept of a Shared Island. Both are significant North 
South projects, aligned to the recent commitments of the New Decade, New Approach, and the 
Programme for Government.

13/01/2021WRO02000Pension Provisions

13/01/2021WRO02100318. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of a representation (details supplied) being considered; if agreed, when payment 
will be made; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1555/21]

13/01/2021WRO02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In relation to the subject matter of the representation, which was replied to in November 2020, 
both my colleague, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, and I have conditionally 
approved the consent request.  This was communicated to Ervia on 6 January 2021.  The timing 
of any associated payment is a matter solely for Ervia.

13/01/2021WRO02300Housing Provision

13/01/2021WRO02400319. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if he is satisfied that the proposed affordable housing scheme and specific shared equity plan 
represents good value for money; his views on the reported assessment (details supplied) that 
the property industry want an equity scheme because it will increase prices; his further views 
on the assessment from another official who reportedly stated that it will push up prices in a 
supply-constrained environment, most likely at a time when prices are starting to rise anyway; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1876/21]

13/01/2021WRO02500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government, ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to putting affordability at the 
heart of the housing system and to progress a state-backed affordable home purchase scheme to 
promote home ownership.  To begin delivering on these commitments, budget 2021 allocated 
€75 million for an affordable housing shared equity scheme. 

 Broadly, the objectives of an Affordable Purchase Shared Equity scheme are to:

- improve access and affordability of new homes for First Time Buyers 
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- stimulate an increase in supply by improving confidence as to the viability of future hous-
ing developments to meet increased realisable demand

- support economic recovery from COVID-19 by encouraging employment in the construc-
tion and related sectors

It is intended that the scheme will be targeted at first-time buyers who are seeking to buy a 
new home, but who cannot quite secure the full mortgage amount to do so at the present time.  It 
will help them secure their own home by bridging the gap between the mortgage available to 
them and the price of the home that is suitable to meet their needs.

In progressing any policy proposal, as a matter of course, the initial stages of consultation 
would involve a broad consideration of any potential strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 
threats of the type of measure under consideration. Schemes are then developed informed by 
these considerations.  Based on our initial engagements, I am confident that the detailed design 
of the proposed scheme, which is ongoing, can mitigate any risks which have been identified 
and importantly, support people and families to buy a new home in the immediate term.

It is my intention to launch later this year and, once operational, it will target Exchequer 
resources to simultaneously address the key challenges of affordability and supply.

The Cabinet approved the priority drafting of the Affordable Housing Bill 2020 which will 
provide a legislative basis for the scheme in December last.  Once enacted, the Bill will deliver 
on key commitments in the Programme for Government.

13/01/2021WRO02600Housing Data

13/01/2021WRO02700320. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount and breakdown of funding allocated by his Department to housing bodies (de-
tails supplied) in each of the years 2015 to 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44649/20]

13/01/2021WRO02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There are a range of funding and delivery mechanisms available to local authorities to deliver 
social housing supports in partnership with Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs).  The funding 
is provided my Department directly to local authorities, who in turn, advance the funding to 
AHBs, as appropriate.  

The four organisations detailed by the Deputy are Approved Housing Bodies and each or-
ganisation receives funding from local authorities, as an approved AHB, for the delivery of 
social housing supports, under the various capital and current housing programmes.

In respect of homelessness expenditure, financial reports from each of the regional fora, set-
ting out total expenditure on homeless services, including those services provided through the 
non-government sector, are published on my Department’s website at the following link:     

 https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data   

In addition to the funding provided for homeless services, my Department also provides 
funding for  programmes such as the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme, the Cap-
ital Advance Leasing Facility, the Capital Assistance Scheme, the Repair and Leasing Scheme 
and the  provision of emergency accommodation.  In this regard the funding provided over the 
last five years to the specified AHBs for these programmes  is set out in the table below.
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 Approved Housing Body 2015€m 2016€m 2017€m 2018€m 2019€m

Fr. Peter McVerry Trust 1.1 1.08 4.5 6.76 8.48

Focus Ireland 6.15 3.99 4.22 10.9 12.60

De Paul Ireland 0 0 0 0 0

Dublin Simon 0 5.73 9.49 5.40 1.48

13/01/2021WRO02900Housing Policy

13/01/2021WRO03000321. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the social welfare incomes that are considered temporary when a local authority is assess-
ing a persons’ application for social housing. [44654/20]

13/01/2021WRO03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy which is available at the following link: https://www.
gov.ie/en/publication/fb1f2-social-housing-support-household-means-policy/   

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Univer-
sal Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within the meaning of Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. Certain specific payments, as outlined in the Policy, 
are disregarded for the purposes of income assessment. Other than those payments listed, all 
income from social insurance and social assistance payments, allowances and benefits, is gener-
ally assessable. However, local authorities have discretion to disregard income that is tempo-
rary, short-term or once-off in nature.

13/01/2021WRO03200Housing Issues

13/01/2021WRO03300322. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of families in counties Longford and Westmeath on notice to quit who have 
less than three months before they have to vacate the property. [44655/20]

13/01/2021WRO03400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The information requested is not available in my Department. 

The Residential Tenancies  Act 2020  was enacted and came into operation on 24 October 
2020 to help mitigate the impact of Covid-19 on tenants and to support the efforts of Govern-
ment in restricting the movement of people in order to suppress the spread of Covid- 19. The 
Act modifies the operation of the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2020 to prevent any notices 
of termination served by landlords, in all but limited cases such as anti-social behaviour, from 
taking effect in geographical locations and during periods specified by the Minister for Health 
in Regulations made by him under section 31A of the Health Act 1947 in respect of which a 
restriction applies on the movement of people outside a 5 km radius of their place of residence. 
The tenancy protections also apply during the 10 days directly following the period specified 
by the Minister for Health in the aforementioned Regulations. 
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A moratorium on evictions taking place is in operation throughout the country from 31 De-
cember 2020 to 10 February 2021, with limited exceptions. The provisions of the Residential 
Tenancies Act 2020 have re-activated on foot of the 5km restriction on people’s movements 
under the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) Regula-
tions 2020 - Statutory Instrument (S.I.) No. 701 of 2020. 

Separately, the provisions of Part 3 (Residential Tenancies) of the Planning and Develop-
ment, and Residential Tenancies, Act 2020 came into effect on 11 January 2021 to provide for 
temporary modifications to the operation of the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 to provide, 
subject to certain conditions, that during the period from 11 January to 12 April 2021 a 90 day 
(rather than the usual 28 days) termination notice period applies, where a tenant is in rent ar-
rears due to Covid-19 and is at risk of losing their tenancy. The earliest termination date allowed 
in such circumstances is 13 April 2021. Rent increases are prohibited for relevant tenancies 
until 13 April 2021, with no back-dating allowed. These new protections are designed to better 
balance the legal rights of landlords and tenants.

My Department has published a guidance document, Part 3 (Residential Tenancies) of the 
Planning and Development, and Residential Tenancies, Act 2020 - Guidance for Landlords and 
Tenants, which sets out exactly what is expected as the rental protections under the Residential 
Tenancies and Valuation Act 2020 expire, and provides details on the new protections for ten-
ants in rent arrears and the income and other supports available to tenants and landlords. The 
guidance document clearly explains the new rent arrears procedure for both landlords and ten-
ants facing rent arrears and is available on the RTB’s website - www.rtb.ie.

13/01/2021WRO03500Fire Stations

13/01/2021WRO03600323. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the funding for fire stations in 2018, 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, by county. [44656/20]

13/01/2021WRO03700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, provid-
ing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

In February 2016, my Department announced a five-year Fire Services Capital Programme 
with an allocation of €40 million, based on an annual €8 million allocation, to be used for the 
purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building or upgrading of prioritised Fire 
Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation system and improvements to 
Training Centres. 

The five-year programme proposed the construction/refurbishment of twenty six fire sta-
tions. This included sixteen new builds and ten upgrade/refurbishment projects. A total of 
€10.44m has been spent for new and upgraded fire stations from 2018 to date under the 2016 
– 2020 programme, as detailed in the table below. Fire station projects completed under this 
Programme include Ballinamore, Carraroe, Drumshanbo, Ferbane, Graiguenmanagh, Temple-
more, Tuam and Virginia; with refurbishments at Ennis, Ennistymon, Kilrush and Longford; as 
well as upgrades of Clonmel, Dundalk and Hacketstown Training Centres. 

I recently announced a new Fire Services Capital Programme for the period 2021 - 2025, with 
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a funding allocation of €61 million. Following extensive engagement with fire authorities, a 
number of proposals for station works etc. were received. The proposals were evaluated and 
prioritised on the basis of the:

- area Risk Categorisation of the fire station (population, fire risks, etc.);

- established Health and Safety needs; 

- state of development of the project (is site acquired, etc.); and 

- value for money offered by the proposal.

This new Programme will see six new fire stations built, continued support for the construc-
tion of a further 12 new fire stations, nine fire station refurbishments as well as the allocation of 
35 new fire engines. In order to maximise the available funding, my Department re-assesses the 
status of projects in the Programme on an annual basis, and some flexibility is normally avail-
able to advance projects that are ready and that offer best value-for-money taking account of the 
state of readiness of projects more generally. 

 The information sought by the Deputy is set out in the table below. 

Table: Fire Services Capital Programme Fire Station Expenditure 2018 – 2021

Fire   Authority 2018 2019 2020 2021
Carlow Coco  €115,612  €-  €96,217 €- 
Cavan Coco  €-  €1,448,141  €191,086 €- 
Clare Coco €150,974  €503,219  €254,982 €- 
Cork Coco  €-  €241,566  €549,243 €- 
Galway Coco  €1,711,760  €-  €53,531 €- 
Leitrim Coco  €-  €-  €603,923 €- 
Longford Coco  €270,030  €-  €- €- 
Louth Coco  €-  €84,475  €- €- 
Meath Coco  €-  €-  €151,215 €- 
Monaghan Coco  €39,558  €193,313  €1,034,221 €- 
Offaly Coco  €222,385  €-  €123,733 €- 
Tipperary Coco  €190,508  €85,000  €1,629,098 €- 
Wicklow Coco  €-  €142,390  €- €- 

13/01/2021WRO03800Emergency Services

13/01/2021WRO03900324. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of full-time and part-time firefighters per county. [44657/20]

13/01/2021WRO04000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, provid-
ing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

Fire services are provided in Ireland by local authorities in accordance with the provisions 
of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. Under this legislation, there are 31 fire authorities 
which provide fire prevention and fire protection services for communities through 27 service 
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delivery structures. Local authority fire services are delivered by approximately 3,300 local 
authority staff engaged at 218 fire stations nationwide, with 16 of these stations being full-time 
stations, a further 4 are mixed full-time and retained, and 198 retained stations.

My Department does not routinely collect the data in the format requested by the Deputy. 
However, a breakdown based on data supplied by local authorities of the number of firefighters 
in each fire service as at December 2020 is set out in the table below.

Fire service Total no. of operational staff in   stations
Carlow 45
Cavan 92
Clare 75
Cork City 152
Cork County 204
Donegal 154
Dublin 963
Galway 138
Kerry 104
Kildare 61
Kilkenny 68
Laois 68
Leitrim 41
Limerick City & County 140
Longford 46
Louth 100
Mayo 116
Meath 72
Monaghan 51
Offaly 53
Roscommon 45
Sligo 43
Tipperary 127
Waterford 124
Westmeath 47
Wexford 64
Wicklow 87
TOTAL 3280

13/01/2021WRO04100Housing Data

13/01/2021WRO04200325. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount of funding provided to a local authority (details supplied) to purchase private 
houses for social housing applicants in each of the years 2017 to 2020 inclusive in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44678/20]

13/01/2021WRO04300326. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of private houses a local authority (details supplied) purchased for social hous-
ing applicants in each of the years 2017 to 2020 inclusive in tabular form; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [44679/20]

13/01/2021WRO04400327. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a local authority (details supplied) has applied for funding to purchase further private 
houses for social housing applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44680/20]

13/01/2021WRO04500328. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a local authority (details supplied) has used the allocation of funding provided to it to 
purchase private houses for social housing applicants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44682/20]

13/01/2021WRO04600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 325 to 328, inclusive, together.

In respect of the local authority identified by the Deputy, the funding provided for the ac-
quisition of 2nd hand properties for social housing purposes in each of the years 2017 to 2020 
inclusive is as follows -:

2017 2018 2019 2020
€3,556,182 €1,161,227 €3,836,393 €1,204,876
Statistics on the delivery of social housing by each local authority, including by 2nd hand 

acquisitions, are available on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.gov.
ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/#local-authority-acquisition  . These 
statistics are updated on a quarterly basis and data for Q4 of 2020 is now being validated and 
will be published as soon as possible. There is not always a direct relationship between the 
funding provided for the acquisition of 2nd hand properties in any year and the number of new 
social homes delivered where, for example, a property might be acquired in one year but up-
grade works and the allocation of the property, may follow in the subsequent year. Acquisitions 
of 2nd hand properties are also carried out under my Department’s Traveller Accomodation 
Programme and by Approved Housing Bodies with funding support from my Department; these 
are not included in the above data. 

My Department does not provide a funding allocation to any local authority for the acquisi-
tion of 2nd hand houses for social housing purposes; rather each local authority has an annual 
target for the delivery of social housing and funding is drawn down by each local authority in 
line with their delivery. 

In line with the Programme for Government 2020 – Our Shared Future, our objective is to 
increase the social housing stock by over 50,000 over the next five-years through a focus on 
new build.  It is important therefore, that all local authorities prioritise the delivery of new so-
cial homes by construction over acquisitions.

13/01/2021WRO05000Housing Provision

13/01/2021WRO05100329. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the sites in Dún Laoghaire and Rathdown, County Dublin that have availed of the serviced 
sites fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44724/20]

13/01/2021WRO05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
To date, 37 projects have received approval in principle under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF).  
Of these sites, three were submitted by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council (DLRCC).  
Details of these projects are set down in the table below:
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Project Location   SSF Funding   Affordable Homes   
Enniskerry Road,   Dublin   18 €4,537,576 50
Ballyogan Court,   Dublin   18 €2,342,745 52
St. Laurence’s Park, Stillorgan, South County Dublin €1,960,698 40

In addition to these projects, my Department is currently progressing a funding application 
from DLRCC in respect of a project at Shanganagh Castle Lands, which is being developed 
in conjunction with the Land Development Agency. This application request is for funding to 
provide enabling infrastructure to facilitate the delivery of 91 Affordable Purchase and 306 Cost 
Rental homes.

13/01/2021WRO05300Housing Issues

13/01/2021WRO05400330. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the progress to date in the establishment of a working group to examine building defects; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44739/20]

13/01/2021WRO05500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government sets out a number of commitments in respect of the important 
policy area of building defects and provides for an examination of defective housing, having 
regard to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing report, “Safe as 
Houses”.

In this regard, my Department is actively engaging with key stakeholders and I have had 
several meetings with stakeholder representative groups on this matter over recent months. My 
Department is currently working to establish the structures to examine the issue of defective 
housing, this will include apartment buildings, in line with the commitment in the programme 
for government. 

I recently appointed Mr Seamus Neely, former chief executive of Donegal County Council, 
to the position of Chair to the independent working group to oversee the effective implementa-
tion of the group’s terms of reference which are currently being finalised. 

While I acknowledge the very stressful circumstances which the owners and residents of 
buildings face when defects occur in their homes, however, in general, building defects are 
matters for resolution between the contracting parties involved, the homeowner, the builder, the 
developer and/or their respective insurers, structural guarantee or warranty scheme. 

Under the Building Control Acts 1990 to 2020 primary responsibility for compliance of 
works with the requirements of the Building Regulations, rests with the owners, designers and 
builders of buildings. 

Enforcement of the Building Regulations is a matter for the 31 local building control au-
thorities which have extensive powers of inspection and enforcement under statute. 

Separately, the ongoing building control reform agenda, with its many initiatives, al-
ready provides a comprehensive roadmap for embedding a culture of real compliance within 
the construction industry. The reform agenda includes:

- Amendments made to the Building Control Regulations; 

- Establishment of the National Building Control Office; and

- The ongoing development of new legislation through the Building Control (Construction 
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Industry   Register Ireland) Bill.

13/01/2021WRO05600Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRO05700331. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his Department or State agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded con-
tracts to a company (details supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were 
tendered for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44789/20]

13/01/2021WRO05800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has not awarded any contracts to the company in question during the last five 
years. 

My Department does not maintain the requested information in respect of the State bodies 
under its aegis.  These State bodies may be contacted directly by e-mail by members of the 
Oireachtas, as set out in the table below.

State Body Contact E-mail Address 
An Bord Pleanála oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie
An Fóram Uisce (the Water Forum) info@nationalwaterforum.ie
Docklands Oversight and Consultative Forum infodocklands@dublincity.ie
Ervia oireachtas@ervia.ie
Gas Networks Ireland oireachtas@ervia.ie
Heritage Council oireachtas@heritagecouncil.ie
Housing Finance Agency oireachtas.enquiries@hfa.ie
Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency publicreps@housingagency.ie
Irish Water oireachtasmembers@water.ie
Land Development Agency oireachtas@lda.ie
Local Government Management Agency corporate@lgma.ie
National Oversight and Audit Commission info@noac.ie
National Traveller Accommodation Consultative 
Committee

ntacc@housing.gov.ie

Office of the Planning Regulator oireachtas@opr.ie
Ordnance Survey Ireland Oireachtas@osi.ie
Property Registration Authority reps@prai.ie
Pyrite Resolution Board oireachtasinfo@pyriteboard.ie
Residential Tenancies Board OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie
Valuation Office oireachtas.enquiries@VALOFF.ie
Valuation Tribunal info@valuationtribunal.ie
Water Advisory Body info@wab.gov.ie
Waterways Ireland ceoffice@waterwaysireland.org

13/01/2021WRO05900Housing Issues

13/01/2021WRO06000332. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the progress to date in expanding the role of vacant home officers in local authori-
ties to bring vacant stock into productive use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44801/20]
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13/01/2021WRO06100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 2018, and the publication of the National Vacant Housing Reuse Strategy, my Department 
has secured funding of €50,000 per annum for each local authority to support the work of a 
Vacant Homes Office, including a Vacant Homes Officer for each local authority. This Strategy 
strives to provide a targeted, effective and co-ordinated approach to identifying and tackling 
vacancy across Ireland. 

The activities of the Vacant Homes Officers are already comprehensive, any potential ex-
pansion of their current role will be carefully reviewed and targeted and will reflect the Govern-
ment’s commitment to bringing vacant properties back into use across the country. 

The role of Vacant Homes Officer is wide ranging and includes (but is not limited to);

- tasks that support, implement and further develop, update, monitor and review the progress 
of local authorities’ Vacant Homes Action Plans and actions to address vacant private housing, 

- establishing a co-ordinated approach towards the implementation of the Action Plans with-
in each local authority,

- undertaking initial vacancy assessment exercise (drilling into available CSO / GeoDirec-
tory data), 

- carrying out or co-ordinating visual inspections / assessment of residential properties in 
their administrative area, with a view to identifying possible vacant recoverable homes,

- identification of the registered owners of the properties deemed to be vacant from inspec-
tion, and contacting the owners on the options available to assist in bringing their properties 
back into use for private or social housing purposes,

- serving as a contact point for dissemination to members of the public (including landlords), 
assistance and information on residential vacancy and the schemes available to re-introduce 
their homes into the usable housing stock, 

- serving as a contact point for dissemination to interested parties of the ‘Guidance on the 
Reuse of Existing Buildings for Residential purposes’ (published in December 2018); and 

- the collation and provision of vacant homes data to my Department’s Vacant Homes Unit 
on an agreed timely basis.

The Vacant Homes Officers have a number of supporting schemes to assist property owners 
to bring their vacant properties back into use for social housing – the Repair & Lease Scheme, 
the Buy and Renew Scheme or Long Term Leasing.  The maximum loan for property repair 
available under the Repair and Leases scheme has recently been increased by my Department 
from €40,000 to €60,000. This funding increase will mean that property owners who cannot af-
ford or access funding to bring their vacant stock up to standard and back into use will be able 
to do so to provide social housing. It has an added benefit of increasing investment and employ-
ment into the local construction and retail sectors while also providing for the regeneration of 
local communities.

The Vacant Homes Unit in my Department recently ran an advertising campaign in national 
newspapers directed at owners of vacant properties. The advertisement alerted owners to the 
vacant homes schemes available to them. On foot of this, we received a very strong response 
from the public, and as a result many Vacant Homes Officers are in the process of engaging with 
owners of potentially suitable properties to be brought back into use.
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13/01/2021WRO06200Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRO06300333. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of capital project contracts final accounts that have exceeded the tender value 
by more than 20% in each of the years 2010 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44816/20]

13/01/2021WRO06400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department does not directly engage in any major capital projects.  Local authorities and 
bodies under the aegis of my Department enter into capital contracts in the course of their work, 
some of which is funded through the Department’s Vote. 

Details in relation to specific projects (which are being advanced primarily by local authori-
ties and Irish Water) under my Department’s range of capital programmes as part of Project 
Ireland 2040: National Development Plan 2018-2027 are set out in the Investments Projects 
and Programmes Tracker published in by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
on their website at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6db7c4-investment-
projects-and-programmes-tracker/   

In addition, MyProjectIreland, a new citizen-focused interactive map developed as part of 
Project Ireland 2040 in partnership with Ordnance Survey Ireland, provides details of projects 
around the country.   This is available to be viewed at the following  weblink: https://www.gov.
ie/en/campaigns/09022006-project-ireland-2040/?referrer=/2040.   

Further detailed information on projects of this nature is a matter for the organisations con-
cerned.

With respect to water services projects, Irish Water has established a team to deal with 
queries from Oireachtas members on issues arising in relation to its activities.  The team may 
be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on 1890 578 578.   Al-
ternatively, Irish Water provides full details of their projects and plans to improve water and 
wastewater services on their website.  The details can be accessed at the following link:  https://
www.water.ie/projects-plans/.

13/01/2021WRO06500Planning Issues

13/01/2021WRO06600334. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage further to Parliamentary Question No. 138 of 9 September 2020, when funding for a de-
velopment (details supplied) will be approved; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44852/20]

13/01/2021WRO06700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
On 6 August 2020, my Department received an application for funding under the Capital As-
sistance Scheme from Dublin City Council (DCC)  for the scheme referred to by the Deputy.

In order to assess the application further, on 27 August 2020 my Department requested ad-
ditional information including a capital appraisal, cost plans and a detailed design from DCC 
in relation to the design of the scheme.  This information was received on 20 November 2020.

On 7 January last my Department issued a combined Stage 1 and Stage 2 approval to DCC 
for this project to proceed.  As planning permission has already been granted, the Approved 
Housing Body concerned can now proceed with preparing tender documentation in compliance 
with the Capital Works Management Framework  process.   
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13/01/2021WRO06800Library Projects

13/01/2021WRO06900335. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if a decision has been made with regard to the application by Meath County Council 
for URDF funding for a public realm and library for Bettystown and Laytown, County Meath 
taking into the account the 15,000 plus residents in east County Meath that are awaiting news 
on a much needed state of the art public library; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44861/20]

13/01/2021WRO07000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under Call 2 of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund  (URDF), seventy six pro-
posals were received, with every local authority submitting at least one application for URDF 
support, and all of which require detailed assessment.  Meath County Council submitted seven 
proposals under Call 2 including the proposal in question. 

The assessment process is nearing completion, and I intend to soon announce a new tranche 
of URDF supprted proposals, which will augment the existing pipeline of projects from Call 1 
and contribute to the achievement of Programme for Government commitments and the objec-
tives of the National Planning Framework and Project Ireland 2040.

13/01/2021WRO07100Planning Issues

13/01/2021WRO07200336. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans to engage with local authorities throughout the country on introducing new 
designated biodiversity locations to replace existing paved and asphalted spaces in which such 
existing spaces are underutilised; if a funding stream will be secured for such works; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44899/20]

13/01/2021WRO07300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The Local Authority Biodiversity Grant Scheme operated by my 
Department provides funding to assist local authority biodiversity officers, or heritage offi-
cers in local authorities without a biodiversity officer, with the implementation of projects that 
promote actions contained in the National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021. The current 
National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP), Ireland’s 3rd, captures the objectives, targets and 
actions for biodiversity to be undertaken by a wide range of government, civil society and pri-
vate sectors to achieve Ireland’s vision for biodiversity. Funding was awarded in 2020 to all 31 
Local Authorities who applied in 2020 and supported a range of projects including those tack-
ling invasive alien species, surveying of breeding birds and raising awareness of biodiversity.

The NBAP funding is available to Local Authorities for biodiversity issues. I do not have a 
role in the decisions of local authorities with respect to use of their own land.

13/01/2021WRP00200Local Authority Staff

13/01/2021WRP00300337. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of full-time and part-time staff employed by each local authority. 
[44903/20]

13/01/2021WRP00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under section 159 of the Local Government Act 2001, each Chief Executive is responsible for 
the staffing and organisational arrangements necessary for carrying out the functions of the lo-
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cal authority for which he or she is responsible. 

My Department oversees workforce planning for the local government sector, including the 
monitoring of local government sector employment levels. To this end, my Department gathers 
aggregate quarterly data on staff numbers in each local authority on a whole time equivalent 
basis. However, granular data, in terms of the detailed breakdown of all full time and part time 
positions, is not collected and consequently is not available in my Department. The relevant 
information would be available from individual local authorities.

Staffing numbers for the local authority sector are available on the Public Service Numbers 
databank which is hosted and maintained by the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form and is available at the following link: 

http://databank.per.gov.ie/Public_Service_Numbers.aspx?rep=LA   

13/01/2021WRP00500Disability Services Funding

13/01/2021WRP00600338. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount of funding drawn down for the disabled persons housing grant in County Cork, 
by municipal district; the amount awarded in each municipal district; and the number of appli-
cations received and approved, in tabular form. [44926/20]

13/01/2021WRP00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department provides funding on an annual basis under the Disabled Persons Grants (DPG) 
scheme to local authorities for adaptations and extensions to their existing social housing stock 
to meet the needs of local authority tenants.  The scheme applies to works that are necessary to 
address the needs of older people or people with a disability.  Under the scheme,  my Depart-
ment provides 90% funding towards the costs of eligible works per property with the remaining 
10% being provided by the local authorities.  

Details of allocations and funding drawdown by local authority, including Cork County 
Council, between 2011 and 2020 are available on my Department’s website at the following 
link:  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c472d-disabled-persons-grant-and-improved-works-in-
lieu-schemes-allocation-and-drawdown-2011-2020/  

In addition, details of the number of properties supported under this programme by local 
authority, between 2017 and 2020 are available at the following link:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/0d9e5-disabled-persons-grant-and-improved-works-in-
lieu-schemes-units-funded-by-the-department-2017-2020/  

My Department also provides funding under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for 
Older People and People with a Disability, to assist people in private houses to make their ac-
commodation more suitable for their needs.  The grants include the Housing Adaptation Grant 
for People with a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant and the Housing Aid for Older People, 
which are 80% funded by my Department, with a 20% contribution from the resources of the 
local authority.  Local authorities receive an overall allocation, with the responsibility for the 
apportionment between the three schemes being a matter for each authority. 

Information for the years 2008 - 2019, showing the number of grants funded and the amount 
provided to all local authorities, including Cork County Council, is available on my Depart-
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ment’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-local-authority-
housing-scheme-statistics  . 

For 2020, Exchequer funding of €3,042,329 was drawn down by Cork County Council, with 
a further 20% contribution from the local authority facilitating the payment of 491 grants.

For both of these grant programmes, the relevant local authoritity is responsible for the de-
tailed administration of the scheme which includes the assessment, approval and prioritisation 
of applications accross their administrative area. My Department does not collate information 
on individual applications or by municipal district. This information may be available directly 
from Cork County Council.

13/01/2021WRP00800Disability Support Services

13/01/2021WRP00900339. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans to provide additional supports to allow persons living with a disability to 
remain in their own homes. [44973/20]

13/01/2021WRP01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department provides funding annually for the Disabled Persons Grant (DPG) scheme and 
the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability scheme. While 
both schemes are administered directly by the local authorities they operate independently with 
separate funding streams,  the main differences being the type of properties eligible for funding 
and the level of local authority contribution. 

DPG funding is provided for adaptations and extensions to existing social housing stock to 
meet specific needs of the local authority tenants with a 10% contribution required from the 
local authority, while the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants address specific needs of older 
people and people with a disability in privately owned homes with a 20% contribution required 
from the local authority. 

An overall funding package of €93 million will be available in 2021 for the carrying out of 
home adaptation works for both private and social homes, thereby facilitating people with dis-
abilities and older people to continue to live in their own homes and communities for as long as 
possible. The adequacy of supports made available by my Department which facilitate disabled 
persons remaining in their own homes will be kept under review.

13/01/2021WRP01100Housing Estates

13/01/2021WRP01200340. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 305 of 1 December 2020, if a stage 1 submission on a 
housing project has been received from Limerick City and County Council; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45118/20]

13/01/2021WRP01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
A Stage 1 approval for this project to proceed to the design stage has issued to Limerick City 
and County Council.

13/01/2021WRP01400Homelessness Strategy
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13/01/2021WRP01500341. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the progress made on the programme for Government commitment to publish a youth 
homelessness strategy; his plans to engage with stakeholders in youth and homeless services in 
developing the strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45157/20]

13/01/2021WRP01600345. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the Dublin Region Housing Executive or DRHE has responsibility for youth home-
lessness in the Dublin region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45163/20]

13/01/2021WRP01700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 341 and 345 together.

Supporting individuals and families facing homelessness is a key Government priority. The 
Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, commits to reducing and preventing home-
lessness.  It sets out details on how the Government will approach this challenge, and includes a 
commitment to develop a National Youth Homelessness Strategy.  Preparing this strategy will 
involve co-operation and co-ordination between myself and my colleague the Minister for Chil-
dren, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.  Key operational elements in the provision of 
supports to young people experiencing homelessness, or at risk of homelessness, fall within the 
responsibility of a range of agencies and stakeholder bodies, and it will be important that their 
views can form part of the process in developing the Strategy.  My Department is currently en-
gaged in preliminary scoping work in respect of the National Youth Homelessness Strategy and 
I expect that work on the Strategy will develop through 2021.

Upon my appointment as Minister, I established a High Level Homelessness Taskforce, to 
provide a forum for engagement with key organisations working to address homelessness. The 
Taskforce will also input on the implementation of the commitments on homelessness in the 
Programme for Government.  The membership of the taskforce consists of the Chief Execu-
tives of the Dublin Region Homeless Executive, Crosscare, Depaul, Focus Ireland, the Peter 
McVerry Trust, Dublin Simon Community and Threshold.  Youth homelessness is one of the 
areas of interest in the work of the Task Force.

I am aware that the matter of youth homelessness is one of the issues addressed in recom-
mendations made by the Dublin City Council Lord Mayor’s Task Force on Homelessness in a 
report prepared in December 2020.  I met with the Lord Mayor’s Task Force on 11 December 
2020 and note that the report recommends that a youth homelessness prevention and inter-
vention strategy should be developed involving Dublin City Council and other agencies and 
stakeholders. I welcome this report and am currently considering its wider contents and recom-
mendations, as they relate to my own role as Minister and that of my Department.

13/01/2021WRP01800Homeless Persons Data

13/01/2021WRP01900342. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of persons who presented as homeless in 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45158/20]

13/01/2021WRP02000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): My 
Department publishes a detailed monthly report on homelessness, based on data provided by 
housing authorities. The Report outlines details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency 
accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities. The Reports are avail-
able on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/80ea8-
homelessness-data/
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The most recent data is in respect of November 2020 and was published by my Department 
on 23 December 2020.  The total number of homeless individuals, including dependants, was 
recorded as 8,484.  This represents a reduction of 1,787 from the 10,271 individuals recorded 
as homeless in January 2020.

Data for December 2020 is due to be published at the end of January 2021, and this will 
represent the final monthly report in respect of 2020.

13/01/2021WRP02100Homelessness Strategy

13/01/2021WRP02200343. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when is the current target to end homelessness in Ireland; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45159/20]

13/01/2021WRP02300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, commits to reducing and preventing 
homelessness and provides detail on how the Government is approaching this work as a priori-
ty.  The number of individuals in emergency accommodation has been reducing since late 2019.

Homelessness is complex and causal factors and family circumstances vary considerably as 
do the responses needed. Homelessness is also inter-related with the other areas of the housing 
system and with broader social and healthcare policy and service delivery. Therefore, a whole 
of Government approach is required in dealing with this challenge.

The Programme for Government recognises that many households experiencing homeless-
ness have additional support needs and includes specific measures to address these needs. These 
include measures to help rough sleepers into sustainable accommodation, the continued expan-
sion of Housing First, with a focus on the construction and acquisition of one-bed homes, and, 
importantly, ensuring that there is dedicated funding and resources to deliver the necessary 
health and mental health supports required to assist homeless people with complex needs.

Increasing the supply of housing, particularly new build social and affordable homes, is a 
priority for me and for this Government. The Programme for Government commits to increas-
ing the social housing stock by more than 50,000, with an emphasis on new builds. In Budget 
2021, we backed this objective with funding of €3.3 billion for the delivery of housing.  The 
available funding will deliver 12,750 new social homes through build, acquisition and leasing.  
A major focus of this investment is the delivery of new build, with an overall target of 9,500 
new homes. The increased targets will see increased local authority build on local authority 
land.

13/01/2021WRP02400Social and Affordable Housing

13/01/2021WRP02500344. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the contractual obligations for delivery of Part V units through leasing; the number 
of units provided via this method in 2018, 2019 and 2020, respectively; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45162/20]

13/01/2021WRP02600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Part V Guidelines issued in January 2017 under section 28 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000 set out that, in overall terms, the priority option which should normally be pursued 
by Local Authorities is the acquisition of social housing on the development site, by means of 
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transfer of ownership to the Local Authority or to an Approved Housing Body and this remains 
the case.  Circular PL 11/2016 and Circular Housing 04/2020 sought to clarify in what instances 
it may be appropriate to enter into a leasing arrangement for Part V units, including for build 
to rent developments.  These Circulars clearly state that the priority remains the acquisition of 
completed units. It should be noted, however, that the decision is one for the local authority, as 
per the provisions of Section 96(3)(c) and (h) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended). 

Circulars Housing 17/2018 and 39/2018, set out the details in respect of the individual leas-
ing schemes that may be used for Part V leasing, that is standard Long Term Leasing and the 
Enhanced Long Term Social Housing Leasing Scheme. The appropriate leasing scheme will be 
decided on a case by case basis by the Local Authority. Both schemes provide for lease terms 
of up to 25 years and Local Authorities should seek to use the maximum term available where 
possible. 

To end Q3 2020, 1 Part V unit was delivered through leasing arrangements.  In 2019 a total 
of 14 Part V units were delivered through leasing, with a total of 9 delivered through leasing in 
2018.

  Question No. 345 answered with Question No. 341.

13/01/2021WRP02800Housing Data

13/01/2021WRP02900346. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of new houses built in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45170/20]

13/01/2021WRP03000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on a quarterly basis on 
all social housing delivery activity. This is published on the statistics page of my Department’s 
website, at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provi-
sion/.

Data on the total number of houses built is produced by the Central Statistics Office and 
can be found at the following link: www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/ndc/newdwell-
ingcompletionsq32020/.

Both sets of data are complete to the end of Q3 2020. Data for Quarter 4 2020 is currently 
being complied and will be published when available. 

13/01/2021WRP03100Homelessness Strategy

13/01/2021WRP03200347. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of action 13.2 of the national LGBTI+ inclusion strategy, for which his 
Department is responsible, to ensure that the rights and diversity of LGBTI+ service users are 
respected and promoted as part of the national quality standards framework for homeless ser-
vices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45171/20]

13/01/2021WRP03300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The National Quality Standards Framework (NQSF) for homeless services is in place nation-
ally for local authority and NGO delivered services.
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The Framework has been developed to ensure a consistent approach in how local authorities 
and service providers respond to the needs of those experiencing homelessness and to improve 
the quality of services provided.  In general, the operation of these emergency accommoda-
tion facilities is contracted out by local authorities, under service level agreements, to NGOs 
involved in the delivery of homeless services.

Standard 1.1 of the Framework aims to ensure that  the rights and diversity of each service 
user are respected and promoted. A key feature of this includes ensuring that service users are 
treated with dignity and respect, their equality is promoted and the service respects their age, 
gender, sexual orientation, disability, family status, civil status, race, religious beliefs or as a 
member of the Travelling Community.

An official from my Department who has responsibility for homelessness is a member of the 
National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy Committee which reviews implementation of the Strategy.

13/01/2021WRP03400Census of Population

13/01/2021WRP03500348. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the anticipated timelines for the establishment and reporting of the Dáil Constituency 
Commission, the European Elections Constituency Commission and Local Elections Constitu-
ency Commission given that with the Statistics (Census of Population) Order 2020 the next 
census will take place in April 2022. [1035/21]

13/01/2021WRP03600349. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if the next constituency commissions for the next Dáil Éireann, European and local elec-
tions will take place under the existing legislative provisions; and if not, if this function will be 
taken over the by the electoral commission. [1036/21]

13/01/2021WRP03700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 348 and 349 together.

Reviews of Dáil and European Parliament constituencies are linked to the publication of 
Census of Population data.  In effect, the publication of preliminary census results triggers the 
establishment of a Constituency Commission under section 5(1) of the Electoral Act 1997 with 
the Commission required to present its report on Dáil and European Parliament constituencies 
to the chairman of the Dáil within three months of publication of final census results.  The next 
review of Dáil and European Parliament constituencies will commence following the publica-
tion of preliminary census results following the Census of Population proposed for April 2022. 

Census data also informs the preparation of terms of reference for any review of local elec-
toral areas to be undertaken and provides a basis for the work of any Local Electoral Area 
Boundary Committee(s) which may be established by the Minister for Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage from time to time.  Section 23 of the Local Government Act 2001 empowers 
the Minister to divide a local authority area into local electoral areas and to amend those ar-
eas.  However, in advance of deciding to make an order under section 23 of the Act, the Minister 
must, in accordance with section 32(2) of the Local Government Act 1991, request a boundary 
committee to make a report having regard to such matters as may be specified by the Minister.  
The Minister must publish the report of the boundary committee and must have regard to the 
report of that committee when deciding to make an order in relation to the revision of local 
electoral area boundaries.

On 15 December 2020, the Government approved the drafting of an Electoral Reform Bill 
and the circulation of the Bill’s general scheme to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Hous-



13 January 2021

185

ing, Local Government and Heritage for pre-legislative consideration.  The general scheme 
addresses a number of commitments in the Programme for Government - Our Shared Future 
relating to the establishment of a statutory Electoral Commission, the modernisation of the 
electoral registration process and the regulation of online political advertising during election 
periods.  It also includes proposals aimed at assisting with the holding of electoral events where 
Covid-19 restrictions are in place.  The general scheme was circulated to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee last week and has been published on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/
publication/34cf6-general-scheme-of-the-electoral-reform-bill-2020/.  

The Electoral Commission will be independent of Government and will report directly to 
the Oireachtas.  Following its establishment, which is envisaged by the end of this year, it will 
take on several existing statutory electoral functions from the outset, including the work cur-
rently undertaken by Constituency Commissions and Local Electoral Area Boundary Commit-
tees.

13/01/2021WRP03900Electoral Commission

13/01/2021WRP04000350. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the expected timeline for the establishment of the electoral commission. [1037/21]

13/01/2021WRP04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future - commits 
to having an Electoral Commission in place by the end of 2021.  On 15 December 2020 the 
Government approved the General Scheme of an Electoral Reform Bill which, inter alia, pro-
vides for the establishment of a statutory, independent Electoral Commission. 

The General Scheme has been published and sent to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage for pre-legislative scrutiny. The General Scheme 
is available at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/34cf6-general-scheme-of-the-electoral-reform-
bill-2020/. 

My Department is working towards the establishment of the Electoral Commission in 2021, 
in line with the Programme for Government commitment and is progressing the legislative and 
administrative elements of its establishment.

13/01/2021WRP04200Repair and Leasing Scheme

13/01/2021WRP04300351. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the breakdown of the funding drawn down under the repair and leasing scheme in 2019 and 
2020, by local authority in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1066/21]

13/01/2021WRP04400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) was developed to assist private property owners and 
local authorities or approved housing bodies to harness the accommodation potential that exists 
in vacant dwellings. At end Q3 2020, a total of 198 dwellings had been brought back into use 
under the RLS scheme. Up-to-date data in relation to dwellings delivered by each local author-
ity under RLS is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

  www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-
provision.

Total capital funding drawn down under RLS in 2019 and 2020, broken down by local au-
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thority, is set out in the following table.

 Table: Repair and Lease Capital Spend 2019 - 2020 

LA   Spend - 2019   Spend - 2020   
Carlow €68,267 €1,433
Cavan €0 €0
Clare €0 €0
Cork City €0 €0
Cork County €40,000 €80,000
DLR €0 €0
Donegal €0 €0
Dublin City €0 €0
Fingal €40,000 €146,315
Galway City €0 €0
Galway County €0 €0
Kerry €0 €120,000
Kildare €36,008 €0
Kilkenny €0 €0
Laois €0 €7,753
Leitrim €0 €0
Limerick €80,000 €221,800
Longford €28,768 €0
Louth €0 €40,000
Mayo €62,076 €280,000
Meath €0 €0
Monaghan €20,000 €54,414
Offaly €0 €0
Roscommon €0 €40,000
Sligo €0 €0
South Dublin €0 €0
Tipperary €0 €0
Waterford €1,183,054 €1,199,054
Westmeath €0 €0
Wexford €278,948 €234,513
Wicklow €0 €0
 €1,837,121 €2,425,282

13/01/2021WRP04500House Purchase Schemes

13/01/2021WRP04600352. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he plans to provide specific supports for first-time buyers to allow families to purchase 
second-hand properties in areas in which the level of new home construction is very low; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1096/21]

13/01/2021WRP04700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
From a broad policy perspective and in a supply constrained environment, the provision of 
purchaser supports is prioritised towards new build homes and to encourage the wider increase 
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in the available housing stock.  However, in purchasing new build, self-build or second hand 
homes, eligible first time buyers can avail of support which currently exists in the form of the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL).

The RIHL is a Government backed mortgage for first time buyers. It has been available 
nationwide from all local authorities since 1 February 2018. It is targeted at first time buyers 
who wish to own their own home, have access to an adequate deposit and have the capacity to 
repay a mortgage, but who are unable to access a mortgage sufficient for them to purchase their 
first home. The loan is a normal capital and interest-bearing mortgage which is repaid by direct 
debit on a monthly basis.

A person can borrow up to 90% of the market value of the property and the maximum mar-
ket values of the property that can be purchased or self-built are:

-  €320,000   in the counties of Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath and Wicklow, 
and

 €250,000   in the rest of the country.

To be eligible for a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan you must: be a first-time buyer; be aged 
between 18 and 70 years; be in continuous employment for a minimum of two years, as the pri-
mary earner or be in continuous employment for a minimum of one year, as a secondary earner; 
have an annual gross income of not more than €50,000 as a single applicant or not more than 
€75,000 combined as joint applicants; submit two years certified accounts if self-employed; 
provide evidence of insufficient offers of finance from two banks or building societies; not be a 
current or previous owner of residential property in or outside the Republic of Ireland; occupy 
the property as your normal place of  residence; purchase or self-build a property situated in the 
Republic of Ireland of no more than of 175 square metres (gross internal floor area); purchase 
or self-build a property which does not exceed the maximum market value applicable for the 
county in which it is located; and consent to an Irish Credit Bureau check.

Eligibility is subject to submission of a complete Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan applica-
tion form and confirmation by your local authority.

The final decision on loan approval is a matter for the relevant local authority and its cred-
it committee on a case-by-case basis.  Decisions on all housing loan applications must be made 
in accordance with the Regulations establishing the scheme and the credit policy that underpins 
the scheme, in order to ensure prudence and consistency in approaches in the best interests of 
both borrowers and the lending local authorities.

Further information on the scheme is available on the dedicated website www.rebuildingire-
landhomeloan.ie.

13/01/2021WRP04800Housing Issues

13/01/2021WRP04900353. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when section 26 of the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 will come into 
force. [1209/21]

13/01/2021WRP05000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2020 regulates the landlord-tenant relationship in the 
rented residential sector and sets out the rights and obligations of landlords and tenants. The 
Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body under 
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the Act to operate a national tenancy registration system and to resolve disputes between land-
lords and tenants.

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 made provision to enhance the rental 
data to be provided to the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB), including provision for the annu-
al registration of tenancies. The aim is to gather more accurate and detailed tenancy and rental 
data on an annual basis to improve the information available to assist with policy formulation 
in the residential rental sector.

The amendments to sections 137 and 137A of the Residential Tenancies  Act 2004, con-
tained in sections 25 and 26 of the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019, update the 
RTB tenancy registration fee in the context of the move to annual registration - providing a €40 
fee per tenancy registration by private providers and €20 per tenancy registration by an Ap-
proved Housing Body (AHB).  Under the new annual registration requirements, a fee can only 
be charged in respect of the same dwelling once per year and a discounted single registration fee 
(€170 for a private landlord, €85 for an AHB landlord) can be applied where the same landlord 
registers up to 10 tenancies of dwellings comprised in the same property.

The legal provisions requiring the annual registration of tenancies and setting associated 
registration fees have not yet come into operation. Preparations are underway in the RTB to 
roll out a simple online registration system during the second half of 2021 to cater for the com-
mencement of annual registration. 

13/01/2021WRP05100Energy Efficiency

13/01/2021WRP05200354. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of houses retrofitted under the midlands energy efficiency retrofitting pro-
gramme in 2020; the location of each in each county; the number to be retrofitted in each loca-
tion in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1218/21]

13/01/2021WRP05300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In 2020 funding of €20 million was made available as part of the Programme for Government 
and the Climate Action Plan for an energy efficiency retrofitting programme to fund upgrades 
to local authority houses in the midlands, under the ‘Just Transition’ programme. This Midland 
Retrofit Programme was established as a pilot programme to provide economic stimulus to the 
counties most affected by the cessation of peat harvesting for electricity generation, and it cen-
tres on upgrading larger batches of homes in distinct, compact geographical areas.

Significant preparatory work has been completed to date, including a framework for the 
retrofit works and the identification by the local authorities of their selected areas of housing 
to be retrofitted. Covid-19 has had a negative impact on the work of the local authorities on 
this programme. As a result no dwellings were retrofitted in 2020, however 488 houses were at 
tender stage.

The Midlands Retrofit Programme has been targeted with the completion of 750 proper-
ties. The table attached sets out the full list of properties, by location, being surveyed by local 
authorities for potential inclusion under the programme.

Local Authority Breakdown of Estates/No’s of properties Total Number of Dwellings per location
Galway Eyrecourt 16

Ballinasloe 19
Portumna 22
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Local Authority Breakdown of Estates/No’s of properties Total Number of Dwellings per location
Killimore 9
Tynagh 6

Kildare Rathangan 15
Derrinturn 20
Kildare Town 20
Monasterevin 20

Laois Portlaoise 45
Rathdowney 20
Arles 18
Portarlington 26
Mountmellick 51

Longford Ballinalee 49
Ballymahon 47
Longford Town 42

Offaly Shinrone 6
Moneygall 2
Kilcormac 2
Ferbane 14
Crinkle 3
Cloghan 5
Banagher 10
Birr Town 38
Tullamore 45
Edenderry 14
Portarlington 4
Daingean 3
Shannonbridge 9

Roscommon Monksland 8
Ballyforan 8
Lisnamult 6
Abbey St. 5
Boyle 4
Castlerea 5
Castleplunket 4
Ballyleague 10

Tipperary Gortnahoe 21
Rathcabbin 2
Templemore 22
Templetouhy 10
Thurles 5

Westmeath Mullingar 60
Athlone 84
Total Properties (Including Headroom) 854

13/01/2021WRP05400Wildlife Control

13/01/2021WRP05500355. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to reintroduce a ban on pigeon shooting on farms considering that tillage farmers 



Questions - Written Answers

190

and cereal growers currently enjoy a derogation from same in order to protect their crops from 
pigeon damage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1265/21]

13/01/2021WRP05600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The current declarations allowing for the control of certain wild 
bird species are due to expire on 30 April 2021.

The effects of the declarations are to allow the control of certain wild bird species by land-
owners or their agents where these species are causing serious damage to crops, livestock, fauna 
or where they represent a threat to public health, throughout the State. A separate declaration 
is made to allow the control of certain wild bird species by airport authorities or their agents 
throughout the State where these species represent a threat to air-safety.  A link to the current 
Declarations is below.

  www.npws.ie/legislation/irish-law/eu-birds-directive-derogations.

No decisions have been taken at this time in relation to a declaration for period 1 May 2021 
to 30 April 2022.  A review of the declarations is currently underway and my Department will 
welcome any views on the operation of the current declaration or proposals in respect of the 
2021/22 declaration.  A notice in respect of this review can be seen at the following link; www.
npws.ie/news/control-certain-wild-bird-species.

Observations should be submitted to the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage via e-mail  (WildBirdDeclarations@chg.gov.ie) by 5 pm on Wednesday 20 January 
2021.

13/01/2021WRP05700Special Protection Areas

13/01/2021WRP05800356. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the details on monitoring of the Malahide Estuary special protection area 004025 that has taken 
place in the past five years to ensure compliance with S.I. No. 285 of 2011 since it was enacted; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1267/21]

13/01/2021WRP05900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I refer the Minister of State to earlier replies on this matter.

Regulation 5 of the European Communities (Conservation of Wild Birds (Malahide Estuary 
Special Protection Area 004025)) Regulations 2011 provides that certain operations or activities 
may not take place within or affecting the Malahide Estuary Special Protection Area without the 
prior written consent of the Minister or of another public authority, where applicable. These 
operations and activities are those which have the potential to cause disturbance or damage to 
the bird species and their habitats specified in the regulations. It is an offence to undertake the 
operation or activity without prior consent, if such consent is required. Any person who com-
mits such an offence is liable on conviction to a fine or a term of imprisonment or both.

Landowners or occupiers should apply to the local National Parks and Wildlife Service 
office of the Department in order to obtain consent for an operation or activity that requires 
Ministerial consent. 

National Parks and Wildlife Service officials monitor designated sites utilising the available 
staff resources and, in conjunction, with other public authorities, as appropriate, investigate in-
cidents within these sites in accordance with the provisions of the Wildlife Acts, the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 and site specific regulations.
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13/01/2021WRP06000Commercial Rates

13/01/2021WRP06100357. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if he plans to extend the current commercial rates waiver into 2021; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1274/21]

13/01/2021WRP06200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In order to continue supporting businesses and other ratepayers, and 
in recognition of the impacts of the ongoing trajectory of COVID 19 and the associated public 
health restrictions, the Government recently announced that a commercial rates waiver will be 
applied in the first quarter of 2021 to businesses most seriously affected by ongoing restric-
tions. €160 million has been allocated to meet the cost of this waiver. The details are currently 
being finalised in line with Government decisions on level five restrictions and my Depart-
ment will issue details to local authorities in the coming days.

13/01/2021WRP06300Pyrite Remediation Programme

13/01/2021WRP06400358. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his Department has received an application from Clare County Council for a pyrite and 
mica defective block remediation scheme in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1314/21]

13/01/2021WRP06500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department received correspondence from Clare County Council in October 2020, request-
ing the extension of the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant to County Clare. A comprehensive 
reply was subsequently issued to the Council in November 2020.  

My Department informed the Council that before any extension of the scheme can be con-
sidered the same rigorous analysis as that put in place prior to the rollout of the scheme to 
the counties of Donegal and Mayo would have to be undertaken. Therefore, my Department 
has asked Clare County Council to demonstrate that any issues are in fact due to the presence of 
excessive amounts of deleterious materials (mica or pyrite) in the aggregate used to manufac-
ture the concrete blocks, as set out in the relevant statutory protocol, and secondly quantify the 
likely extent of the problem in the county. Such analysis will provide the evidential basis neces-
sary for the consideration of any extension of the scheme. Pending the receipt of such analysis 
it would be premature to consider an extension of the scheme.

13/01/2021WRP06600Planning Issues

13/01/2021WRP06700359. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when the long-promised planning permission exemptions will be introduced in order that 
schools and community buildings can be exempt from having to apply for planning permission 
to install rooftop solar panels; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1316/21]

13/01/2021WRP06800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended (the Act), 
all development, unless specifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires 
planning permission.  Section 4 of the Act and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001, as amended (the Regulations), set out various exemptions from the require-
ment to obtain planning permission.  Any such exemptions are subject to compliance with any 
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general restrictions on exemptions set out in the Act or the Regulations and to the specific con-
ditions set out in each class of exempted development in Schedule 2 of the Regulations.

With regard to exemptions for solar panels, Class 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regula-
tions provides an exemption for the installation or erection of a solar panel on, or within the 
curtilage of a house or any buildings within the curtilage of a house, subject to certain siting 
and size conditions. 

Class 56 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Regulations provides an exemption for the installa-
tion or erection on a business premises or industrial/light industrial building, or any ancillary 
buildings within the curtilage of such premises or building, of solar panels (thermal collector or 
photo-voltaic), subject to certain siting and size conditions.

Furthermore, Class 18 of Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the Regulations provides an exemption for 
the installation or erection on an agricultural structure, or within the curtilage of an agricultural 
holding, of solar panels (thermal collector or photo-voltaic), again subject to a number of condi-
tions. 

As part of the Climate Action Plan 2019, my Department is currently undertaking a review 
of the solar panel exemptions, and is actively engaging with the Department of Environment, 
Climate and Communications as well as other key stakeholders, with a view to finalising a pro-
posal for draft amending Regulations - to reflect, inter alia, technical developments in the sector. 
One of the key considerations of the review is to ensure that solar panels can be erected - subject 
to certain siting and size conditions - without the need to obtain planning permission, to facili-
tate more widespread generation of energy for self-consumption. Also included in this review, 
which continues to be shaped by recommendations of the Minister for Environment, Climate 
and Communications, are solar panel exemptions for educational and community buildings.

The main outstanding issue that remains to be addressed in the current review is the poten-
tial for “glint and glare” impacts for aircraft from solar panels erected in proximity to airports 
and aerodromes and the need to ensure that they do not result in any real or potential threat to 
aviation safety. Accordingly, my Department is presently engaging with the Department of En-
vironment, Climate and Communications as well as the Irish Aviation Authority, in order to find 
a safe and workable solution in relation to this particular aspect of the review. The Department 
has begun the tendering process for this project, which will involve the development of aviation 
safeguarding maps for each airport/aerodrome in the country, and has received feedback from 
potential tenderers estimating a timeline of up to 9 months for its completion. As such, these 
maps, which are a fundamental aspect of any amendments to the exemptions, are expected to 
be finalised in Q3 2021.

As required under planning legislation, any such proposed exempted development regu-
lations must be laid in draft form before the Houses of the Oireachtas and receive a positive 
resolution from both Houses before they can be made. The draft regulations will also be subject 
to environmental assessment reporting considerations before being finalised and signed into 
force. The overall process for revising the solar panel planning exemptions is now expected to 
be completed by Q4 2021.

13/01/2021WRP06900Fire Safety

13/01/2021WRP07000360. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the way his Department can assist the residents of a complex (details supplied) in meeting 
the cost of fire safety remediation in their apartment complex; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [1373/21]

13/01/2021WRP07100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Firstly, I wish to acknowledge the very stressful circumstances which the owners and residents 
of buildings face when defects occur in their homes.

The Programme for Government sets out a number of commitments in respect of the im-
portant policy area of building defects and provides for an examination of defective housing, 
having regard to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing report, 
“Safe as Houses”.

In this regard, my Department is actively engaging with key stakeholders and I have had 
several meetings with stakeholder representative groups on this matter over recent months. My 
Department is currently working to establish the structures to examine the issue of defective 
housing, this will include apartment buildings, in line with the commitment in the programme 
for government.

I recently appointed Mr Seamus Neely, former chief executive of Donegal County Council, 
to the position of Chair to the independent working group to oversee the effective implementa-
tion of the group’s terms of reference which are currently being finalised.

When a building is constructed and occupied, statutory responsibility for fire safety is as-
signed by section 18(2) of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 & 2003, to the ‘person having control’ 
of the building. In multi-unit developments, the “person having control” is generally the owner 
management company.

 Under the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011, which is under the remit of the Minister for 
Justice, the owner management company must establish a scheme for annual service charges 
and a sinking fund for spending on refurbishment, improvement or maintenance of a non-
recurring nature of the multi-unit development.

 In the interest of supporting owners and residents living in developments where concerns 
regarding non-compliance with fire safety requirements have arisen, the Framework for En-
hancing Fire Safety in Dwellings was published in 2017. It is intended to be used as a guide for 
the owners and occupants of dwellings (houses and apartments) where fire safety deficiencies 
have been identified, or are a cause for concern, to develop strategies to improve fire safety 
and to develop strategies to enable continued occupation in advance of undertaking the nec-
essary works to ensure compliance with the relevant Building Regulations. The Framework 
is available at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-housing-local-
government-and-heritage/?referrer=http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/
files/framework_for_enhancing_fire_safety_in_dwellings.pdf.

 Separately, the ongoing building control reform agenda, with its many initiatives, al-
ready provides a comprehensive roadmap for embedding a culture of real compliance within 
the construction industry. The reform agenda includes:

-  Amendments made to the Building Control Regulations;    

-  Establishment of the National Building Control Office; and

-  The ongoing development of new legislation through the Building Control (Construction 
Industry Register Ireland) Bill.

13/01/2021WRP07200Local Authority Housing
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13/01/2021WRP07300361. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the amount that will be granted to each local authority under the Rebuilding Ireland 
Programme on an annual basis to year end 2023, in tabular form and in order; the projected 
number of houses and apartments to be delivered in each of those years, by local authority; and 
the number of urban regeneration projects that will commence, by local authority, over this 
period. [1403/21]

13/01/2021WRP07400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Increasing the supply of housing is a priority for my Department. The Programme for Govern-
ment commits to increasing the social housing stock by more than 50,000, with an emphasis on 
new build homes.  

Budget 2021 provided €3.3 billion for the delivery of housing.  The available funding will 
deliver 12,750 new social homes through build, acquisition and leasing.  A major focus of this 
investment is the delivery of new build, with an overall target of 9,500 new homes, in addition 
to 800 acquisitions and 2,450 homes to be delivered through leasing programmes. The Govern-
ment will be publishing a new housing strategy this year, which will set out details of social 
housing delivery for 2021-2025, including social housing targets for 2022 onwards. 

With regards to urban regeneration projects, the Urban Regeneration and Development 
Fund is a flagship element of Project Ireland 2040.  Under the stewardship of the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government, the Fund was established to support more compact 
and sustainable development, through the regeneration and rejuvenation of Ireland’s five cit-
ies and other large towns, in line with the objectives of the National Planning Framework and 
National Development Plan.  This is to enable a greater proportion of residential and mixed-use 
development to be delivered within the existing built-up footprints of our cities and towns and 
to ensure that more parts of our urban areas can become attractive and vibrant places in which 
people choose to live and work, as well as to invest and to visit.

13/01/2021WRQ00200Disease Management

13/01/2021WRQ00300362. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if awareness signs on the dangers of Lyme disease are in place in all national parks 
across the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1677/21]

13/01/2021WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The issue of Lyme disease is not one confined or specific to the 
National Parks. Ticks are widespread throughout the countryside and in areas of rough veg-
etation and forestry.  They are not at all confined to National Parks, Nature Reserves or State 
lands. Ticks can be found on a variety of domesticated and wild animals including sheep, goats, 
horses, cattle, dogs, deer, rodents and various wild mammal species.

Information on Lyme Disease is on all our NPWS websites. 

The issue of warning notices is a matter for the HSE/Local authorities to consider. Any such 
signs would need to be countywide as opposed to specifically located in particular National 
Parks or Nature Reserves. This is not an issue which is localised to National Parks or state 
lands. It is an issue throughout the countryside. The National Parks and Wildlife Service of my 
Department is willing to engage with the Local Authorities on any county-wide initiatives they 
(or the HSE)  wish to propose.

Information on Lyme Disease is available from the HSE and, their booklet: www.hpsc.ie/a-/
vectorborne/lymedisease/informationforthepublic/Lyme%20DL%20April2017%20-%20D2.
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pdf contains useful information in this regard.  Annually, as part of the HSE’s National Lyme 
Awareness Day, the Department circulates links to HSE information on Lyme disease to all 
Departmental staff. 

13/01/2021WRQ00500Fire Stations

13/01/2021WRQ00600363. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when funding for the new fire station at Urlingford, County Kilkenny, will be pro-
vided; and the timeline for its completion. [1724/21]

13/01/2021WRQ00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, provid-
ing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

I recently announced a new Fire Services Capital Programme for the period 2021 - 2025. 
Following extensive engagement with fire authorities, a number of proposals for station works 
etc. were received. The proposals were evaluated and prioritised on the basis of the:

-  Area Risk Categorisation of the fire station (population, fire risks, etc.)

-  established Health and Safety needs 

-  state of development of the project (is site acquired, etc.?) and 

-  value for money offered by the proposal.

This new Programme will see six new fire stations built, continued support for the construc-
tion of a further 12 new fire stations, nine fire station refurbishments as well as the allocation 
of 35 new fire engines. In order to maximise the available Capital Programme funding, my 
Department re-assesses the status of projects in the Programme on an annual basis, and some 
flexibility is normally available to advance projects that are ready and that offer best value-for-
money taking account of the state of readiness of projects more generally.  

A new fire station at Urlingford is provided for in this Capital Programme. Kilkenny County 
Council has indicated that Urlingford is their number one fire station priority. The Council 
submitted a capital review and outline cost plan to my Department in 2020 which are currently 
under review. I understand that the Council is to seek Part VIII planning approval in Q1 2021. 
My Department will continue to work with Kilkenny County Council to progress the Urling-
ford fire station project.  

13/01/2021WRQ00800Home Loan Scheme

13/01/2021WRQ00900364. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the part of the Housing (Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans) Regulations 2018 that precludes 
a person who is in the very early stages of a construction project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1728/21]

13/01/2021WRQ01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans (RIHL) are provided in accordance with the Housing (Re-
building Ireland Home Loans) Regulations 2018 and the statutory credit policy issued in accor-
dance with the Regulations. The RIHL is available for self-builds and therefore persons in the 
very early stages of construction are not precluded from accessing the RIHL. However, given 
the greater complexity of self-builds, the regulations and the credit policy stipulate that there 
are appropriate additional requirements in place that must be met before RIHL funding will be 
advanced for these projects.

Decisions by local authorities as to whether to advance a loan to an individual are taken on 
a case-by-case basis, within the criteria as set out in the credit policy. Each local authority must 
have in place a credit committee which makes the final decision on applications for loans. There 
is also an appeal procedure in each local authority so that those who are not satisfied with a 
decision regarding their application can have the decision reviewed.

13/01/2021WRQ01100Electoral Process

13/01/2021WRQ01200365. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to review the boundaries of the 3,440 electoral divisions in the State in advance 
of the 2022 census (details supplied). [1779/21]

13/01/2021WRQ01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Electoral divisions are the smallest legally defined administrative areas 
for which population statistics are published. These divisions were established in the nineteenth 
century and are largely unchanged since. The Local Government Act provides that the Minister 
may, by regulations, divide the area of any county into areas to be known as electoral divisions, 
vary the names of such divisions and adjust their boundaries. However, there are no plans at 
present to review electoral divisions’ boundaries but the matter will be kept under review. 

The Central Statistics Office reviews settlement boundaries after each Census. I understand 
that, in light of the delay to Census 2021, the process of reviewing settlement boundaries is cur-
rently underway with input from my Department and other stakeholders. 

13/01/2021WRQ01400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRQ01500366. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the details for his Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifically Co-
vid-19-related work, services or advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1795/21]

13/01/2021WRQ01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department engaged consultancy services to support the carrying out of COVID-19 risk 
assessments, revision of the Department’s Safety Statement and standard operating procedures 
for field-based staff. 

My Department engaged external service providers (not consultants) to support COVID-
related work across a number of areas, including COVID-19 specific training; co-development 
of the National Community Call leaflet with versions published in English, Irish, large print, 
ISL and Braille; maintenance of the Community Call data hub; and excess mortality facilities.  

My Department also commissioned research into the effects of the pandemic from the Eco-
nomic and Social Research Institute to explore the short-run implications of the COVID-19 
pandemic on affordability in the private rental market and supported the charity ALONE in 
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preparing a paper on the effects of the pandemic on older persons.

13/01/2021WRQ01700International Agreements

13/01/2021WRQ01800367. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of negotia-
tions by Ireland to join the WHO C-TAP initiative; the number of meetings that have taken 
place between his Department and the WHO; the representatives from his Department who at-
tended these meetings; the outcome of the meetings; if he will provide meeting records; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44851/20]

13/01/2021WRQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): Ireland 
has welcomed the Covid-19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP).  Consultations are ongoing  
across relevant Government Departments which look forward to receiving additional infor-
mation on the Technology Access Pool with a view to considering practical engagement. The 
European Commission, on behalf of Member States, is engaging with the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) to obtain the additional information and clarifications required for industry to 
engage in the initiative. This is in addition to the regular meetings at official level with the WHO 
on Covid-19 and other health matters.

During this public health crisis, a well-functioning ecosystem for the protection and en-
forcement of intellectual property rights is an important incentive for the research and develop-
ment of novel vaccines, medicines and treatments. Ireland will continue to engage with partners 
to find innovative ways to support these aims, part of our comprehensive global response to the 
global challenge. 

In 2021, my Department, through Irish Aid is planning at least €50 million in support of 
Global Health, working with relevant multilateral agencies including the WHO, sustaining 
health systems (including maintaining capacity for vaccine campaigns), ensuring attention to 
other diseases, and funding the work of the Health Service Executive (HSE) Global Health 
Programme in Ethiopia, Mozambique and elsewhere.  This includes an additional allocation 
of €5 million in support of COVAX (the global Covid-19 vaccine facility), which will ensure 
developing countries have access to vaccines, as well as supporting the WHO role in ensuring 
equity and fairness in the process.

13/01/2021WRQ02000EU Issues

13/01/2021WRQ02100368. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has been 
drawn to the decision of the European Council to add two Iranian persons and the directorate 
for internal security of the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the 
EU terrorist list in the measures set down in common position 2001/931/CFSP in January 2019; 
the measures Ireland has taken to support this decision since it was made; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44719/20]

13/01/2021WRQ02200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 9 January 2019, the Council 
of the European Union added two Iranian individuals and the Directorate for Internal Security 
of the Iranian Ministry for Intelligence and Security to the EU terrorist list, in response to at-
tempted attacks on European soil. 

EU sanctions are implemented in Ireland through EU Council Decisions and Regulations. 
The Regulations are directly applicable in Irish law. In addition, a Statutory Instrument (SI) is 
made in order to provide for a criminal offence for breach of the sanctions and for related pen-
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alties.

In May 2019, Minister for Finance Donohoe signed a Statutory Instrument under the Crimi-
nal Justice (Terrorist Offences) Act 2005, which incorporated these EU listings under common 
position 2001/931/CFSP into Irish law. The Statutory Instrument is available on the Irish Stat-
ute Book: www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2019/si/85/made/en/pdf.

13/01/2021WRQ02300Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRQ02400369. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his Department or 
State agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded contracts to a company (details 
supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered for; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44786/20]

13/01/2021WRQ02500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs has awarded no contracts to the company in question. There are no agencies under the 
aegis of the Department. 

13/01/2021WRQ02600Foreign Policy

13/01/2021WRQ02700370. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 285 of 10 December 2020, if all bilateral agreements between Ireland 
and Israel apply only to those areas within Israel’s pre-1967 borders; if these bilateral agree-
ments specifically differentiated the settlements at inception or have been amended or modified 
following EU decisions; the procedures and inspections in place to ensure that individuals re-
siding in Israeli settlements cannot profit in any way from the provisions of such bilateral agree-
ments; the structures or practices in place to ensure that companies established in these illegal 
settlements, all economic activities being carried out there and individuals living elsewhere but 
earning income from these settlements cannot profit from the provisions of these agreements 
in particular the 1995 double taxation treaty between Ireland and Israel; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44808/20]

13/01/2021WRQ02800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s bilateral agreements 
with Israel do not apply to territories occupied by Israel in 1967. This includes the bilateral 
agreements referred to in my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 285 of 10 December 2020. 

With regard to the Double Taxation Treaty between Ireland and Israel, any claim for Treaty 
benefits must adhere to the conditions of the Treaty. It is for the competent authority, which is 
the Revenue Commissioners in the case of Ireland, to ensure the correct interpretation and ap-
plication of the Treaty.  

Ireland has consistently and strongly opposed settlements in the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritory, and will continue to do so. Such settlements are illegal under international law and ac-
tively undermine the viability of a negotiated Two-State solution in line with the internationally 
agreed parameters. 

Ireland continues to call on the Israeli Government to halt all settlement construction. Our 
longstanding support for a Two-State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains an in-
tegral aspect of our foreign policy. 
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13/01/2021WRQ02900Human Rights

13/01/2021WRQ03000371. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has been 
drawn to the case of a person (details supplied) who has been detained for acts of peaceful pro-
test against the regime in Belarus; the measures the State is taking to opposing ongoing human 
rights abuses by Belarus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44941/20]

13/01/2021WRQ03100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland continues to strongly con-
demn the totally unacceptable human rights situation in Belarus. Regrettably, the harassment 
of protesters, civil society actors, and journalists by the Belarusian authorities has not ceased 
despite international pressure, including sanctions against the regime. 

I am aware of the case of the individual in question, who was detained for his political 
views, and my Department is kept appraised of the situation regarding detainees by the EU 
delegation in Minsk. We are extremely worried by credible reports of torture and ill-treatment, 
including of the individual in question. Along with our EU partners, we have called for the im-
mediate and unconditional release of all those unjustly detained, including political prisoners, 
and we will continue to raise our voice in this regard. 

Ireland has been clear that the repression of the Belarusian people must stop and we contin-
ue to urge the authorities to act on the recommendations of UN and OSCE Rapporteurs. Ireland 
has joined statements at the UN, including at the Human Rights Council, that specifically call 
for media freedoms to be respected. We also joined a statement of the co-chairs of the United 
Nations Group of Friends for the Protection of Journalists, which expressed profound concern 
over the deteriorating situation of human rights in Belarus, including multiple reports of harass-
ment, arbitrary arrests, intensifying persecution and detention of journalists and media workers, 
as well as the human rights defenders and other members of the Belarusian civil society.

We strongly support EU efforts to direct funding to Belarusian civil society and we have 
provided funding for a project in Belarus that seeks to protect media freedoms through the 
European Endowment for Democracy. Ireland remains engaged with our EU and international 
partners in seeking a peaceful and democratic resolution of the current crisis and we will con-
tinue to use our voice in international settings to call for the repression to end. 

13/01/2021WRQ03200Irish Aid

13/01/2021WRQ03300372. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Ireland has or 
plans to provide emergency relief to Nicaragua; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44984/20]

13/01/2021WRQ03400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): My 
Department, through Irish Aid, has responded to the devastation caused by the hurricanes in 
November in Nicaragua and across much of the Central American region.  I would like to ex-
press my solidarity with all those affected.

Ireland, though Irish Aid, contributes to the Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facil-
ity (CCRIF), which provides immediate support to Caribbean countries following hurricanes 
to facilitate humanitarian response and immediate necessary public works.  CCRIF has so far 
disbursed US$30.6 million to Nicaragua in response to November’s hurricanes.  

Through the Start Fund, a pooled NGO-led humanitarian financing mechanism to which 
Irish Aid contributes; €200,000 has been allocated to Christian Aid, Save the Children and 
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Trócaire enabling humanitarian assistance for over 34,000 people displaced or affected by the 
hurricanes in Nicaragua.  The International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent soci-
eties, through their Disaster Relief Emergency Fund, responded to the hurricanes in Nicaragua 
by releasing funding of €410,000 in a local response to the crisis.  Ireland is a regular contribu-
tor to this fund. 

The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), a UN humanitarian fund, established to 
provide urgent responses to humanitarian crises, allocated more than €5 million to respond to 
the crisis in the region, including Nicaragua.  Ireland is the tenth largest international donor to 
the CERF to which we contributed €10 million in 2020.  My Department, through Irish Aid, 
also provided emergency funding of €80,000 to NGO Goal to enable its response to the impact 
of the hurricanes on neighbouring Honduras.  

My Department continues to monitor the situation in Nicaragua and the region, through the 
Embassy of Ireland in Mexico and other official contacts.

13/01/2021WRQ03500Election Monitoring Missions

13/01/2021WRQ03600373. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason the Oireach-
tas Committee of Public Accounts was assured by Irish Aid officials that an election observers 
competition fully met public standards when the competition was conducted without an equal-
ity section or accommodations for disability; the reason the forms were not marked by a person 
independent of Irish Aid; the reason almost all marks were allocated on five competencies by 
serving or retired officials who had no actual experience of election observation; the reason a 
senior official decided that disability could not be considered in the competition; the reason a 
formal notice was issued stating the consideration of disability would be unfair to other candi-
dates; the reason the appeal mechanism was only a numerical check of the marks of candidates; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45025/20]

13/01/2021WRQ03700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): I refer 
the Deputy to the response to the Information Note on the Overseas Election Observation Ros-
ter prepared for the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade (JCFATD) and the Compos-
ite Note published on the election observation pages of the Irish Aid website, where the issues 
raised here have been comprehensively addressed and which are attached to this response. 

Matters pertaining to the selection process for the 2019-2023 roster, as well as the member-
ship and operation of the roster, have also been addressed in response to Parliamentary Ques-
tions No. 16 of 25 January 2018, No. 98 of 28 March 2018, No. 107 of 24 April 2018, No. 60 
of 21 June 2018, Nos. 57 and 58 of 3 July 2018, No. 167 of 4 July 2018, Nos. 138 and 149 of 
10 July 2018, Nos. 103,104, 105, 106 and 107 of 24 July 2018, Nos. 69 and 70 of 7 September 
2018, No. 45 of 20 September 2018, No. 36 of 9 October 2018, No. 43 of 11 October 2018, No. 
179 of 23 October 2018, Nos. 151 and 157 of 20 November 2018, No. 74 of 6 December 2018, 
No. 109 of 19 December 2018, Nos. 59, 60 and 61 of 23 January 2019, No. 120 of 29 January 
2019, Nos. 80 and 81 of 30 January 2019, Nos. 146, 147 and 153 of 5 February 2019, Nos. 61 
and 65 of 6 February 2019, No. 58 of 7 February 2019, Nos. 124 and 138 of 12 February 2019, 
No. 71 of 13 February 2019, No. 129 of 19 February 2019, Nos. 100, 105, 108 and 109 of 26 
February 2019, Nos. 115, 117, 119 and 126 of 5 March 2019, Nos. 74, 76 and 81 of 6 March 
2019, Nos. 59 and 68 of 12 March 2019, No. 114 of 13 March 2019, No. 157 of 26 March 2019, 
Nos. 81, 85 and 99 of 2 April 2019, No. 115 of 16 April 2019, No. 51 of 18 April 2019, No. 73 
of 29 May 2019, Nos. 117 and 119 of 25 June 2019, Nos. 108, 109, 110, 111 and 112 of 10 July 
2019, No. 114 of 23 July 2019, Nos. 106 and 124 of 10 December 2019, No. 37 of 5 March 
2020, No. 30 of 13 May 2020, No. 21 of 3 June 2020, No. 33 of 16 June 2020, Nos. 338 and 342 
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of 21 July 2020, No. 453 of 8 September 2020, Nos. 369 and 370 of 15 September 2020, No. 
109 of 23 September 2020, No. 396 of 6 October 2020, Nos. 186, 187 and 188 of 13 October, 
No. 158 of 15 October, No. 665 of 3 November, No. 400 of 10 November 2020, No. 113 of 11 
November 2020, Nos. 410 and 419 of 24 November 2020, Nos. 255 and 256 of 26 November 
2020, Nos. 292 and 293 of 15 December 2020, and Nos. 362 and 363 of 17 December 2020.

1. https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-07-10_pq108-10-7-19_en.pdf.

2.  https://www.irishaid.ie/media/irishaid/getinvolved/electionroster/Composite-Response.
pdf.

13/01/2021WRQ03800Election Monitoring Missions

13/01/2021WRQ03900374. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the way in which it is 
possible for an Irish election observer to obtain top marks in independent tests with the official 
election bodies of OSCE and EU yet the same tests administered by Irish Aid officials on a can-
didate (details supplied) placed the candidate much lower than other Irish observers who failed 
the OSCE and EU tests; his views on whether this suggests flaws in the competition run by his 
Department; his further views on whether the matter should be independently investigated; if 
so, if an independent investigation will be carried out; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45026/20]

13/01/2021WRQ04000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): The 
Department has checked its records, which do not appear to indicate a person of that name put 
themselves forward for consideration for membership of the volunteer Election Observation 
Roster under the most recent mustering.  My officials would be happy to follow up with the 
Deputy directly.

13/01/2021WRQ04100Foreign Birth Registration

13/01/2021WRQ04200375. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of an ap-
plication by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45044/20]

13/01/2021WRQ04300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused 
the processing of Foreign Births Registration applications as Ireland is at Level 5 of the Na-
tional Framework for Living with COVID-19.

Applications that have been sent to the FBR team are being held securely and will be pro-
cessed when normal services resume at Level 3. Foreign Births Registration, by its nature, can 
be a detailed and complex process, often involving official documentation related to three gen-
erations and issued by several jurisdictions. Prior to the introduction of the current restrictions, 
FBR applications were taking 12 to 18 months to process.  

With regard to the specific FBR application about which the Deputy has enquired, the Pass-
port Service has advised that this application was checked and deemed to be incomplete. Aris-
ing from this, the Passport Service contacted the applicant directly on 2 December 2020 to 
outline what is required in order for the application to be finalised.

13/01/2021WRQ04400Human Rights
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13/01/2021WRQ04500376. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has made con-
tact with the Iranian Government in relation to the recent execution of a person (details sup-
plied). [45065/20]

13/01/2021WRQ04600377. Deputy John Paul Phelan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his response to the 
recent execution of a journalist (details supplied) and other recent civil rights abuses by the 
Islamic Republic of Iran; the actions his Department and the EU has taken or will take in re-
sponse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45082/20]

13/01/2021WRQ04700379. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will condemn 
the recent execution of a person (details supplied); the measures he is taking to outlaw capital 
punishment around the world; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45150/20]

13/01/2021WRQ04800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
376, 377 and 379 together.

I remain deeply concerned about the human rights situation in Iran, including restrictions 
on freedom of expression and assembly, arbitrary arrest, torture in detention and the use of the 
death penalty.

Ireland is opposed to the death penalty in all circumstances, and we have made this position 
clear to the Iranian authorities on many occasions. Officials from my Department raised con-
cerns over the use of the death penalty with the Iranian Ambassador to Ireland on 2 December. 

In relation to the specific execution of Ruhollah Zam, we endorse the condemnation re-
leased on behalf of the EU on 12 December 2020. 

Ireland has also regularly voiced opposition to the use of the death penalty by Iran in appro-
priate international fora. At the 45th session of the Human Rights Council (HRC) in September 
2020, Ireland co-signed a Joint Statement which expressed deep concern at the continuing hu-
man rights violations in Iran, making particular reference to Iran’s ill-treatment of detainees and 
use of the death penalty. The statement states clearly that “we reiterate our opposition to the 
death penalty in all circumstances, and urge Iran to enact a moratorium.”

Ireland will continue to raise human rights issues with Iran at every suitable opportunity, 
including in our direct contacts with Iranian officials, in contributing to EU policy on Iran, and 
in international fora such as the UN General Assembly and the HRC.

13/01/2021WRQ05000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRQ05100378. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the 
waiving of intellectual property rules for Covid-19 vaccines and other related drugs in order to 
assist poorer countries in responding to the pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45149/20]

13/01/2021WRQ05200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): The 
Covid-19 pandemic and the global search for a vaccine has demonstrated the importance of 
pooling resources, scientific information and knowledge in order to protect people, including 
in poorer countries.  Any endeavour to enhance resources available, and share relevant knowl-
edge, should be welcomed and supported.  

During this public health crisis, a well-functioning ecosystem for the protection and en-
forcement of intellectual property rights is an important incentive for the research and develop-
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ment of novel vaccines, medicines and treatments. Ireland will continue to engage with partners 
to find innovative ways to support these aims, part of our comprehensive global response to 
the global challenge. For 2021, Irish Aid is planning at least €50 million in support of Global 
Health, working with relevant multilateral agencies including the WHO, sustaining health sys-
tems (including maintaining capacity for vaccine campaigns), ensuring attention to other dis-
eases, and funding the work of the Health Service Executive (HSE) Global Health Programme 
in Ethiopia, Mozambique and elsewhere. This includes an additional allocation of €5 million 
in support of COVAX (the global Covid-19 vaccine facility), which will ensure developing 
countries have access to vaccines, as well as supporting the WHO role in ensuring equity and 
fairness in the process.

  Question No. 379 answered with Question No. 376.

13/01/2021WRQ05400Research Funding

13/01/2021WRQ05500380. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the EU has pro-
vided research funding to companies conducting business in illegal Israeli settlements; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45156/20]

13/01/2021WRQ05600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU’s Research and Innova-
tion programme, Horizon 2020, includes several implementation mechanisms which prevent 
EU funds being used for activities that could be contrary to international or EU law. 

Article 19 of the Horizon 2020 Framework Regulation provides that all research and in-
novation activities carried out under Horizon 2020 must comply with ethical principles and 
relevant national, Union and international law, including the Charter of Fundamental Rights of 
the EU and the European Convention on Human Rights and its Supplementary Protocols. 

EU guidelines exclude funding to Israeli entities established in territories occupied by Israel 
since June 1967 and the funding of Israeli entities of activities in occupied Palestinian territory.  
Horizon 2020 projects are closely monitored by the European Commission services.

Ireland and the EU have consistently and strongly opposed settlements in the occupied Pal-
estinian territory, and will continue to do so. Such settlements are  illegal under international 
law and actively undermine the viability of a negotiated two-State solution in line with the 
internationally agreed parameters. 

13/01/2021WRQ05700Foreign Policy

13/01/2021WRQ05800381. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the support pro-
vided by his Department and the EU for Syrian refugees in Lebanon; the additional supports 
required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45169/20]

13/01/2021WRQ05900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): The 
conflict in Syria has triggered the world’s largest humanitarian crisis. Refugees from Syria are 
the biggest refugee population from a single conflict in a generation, with over 5.5 million hav-
ing fled to neighbouring countries. Lebanon, with over 1.5 million Syrian refugees, hosts the 
largest numbers of refugees per capita in the world, 20 per cent of its population.  

The capacity of local communities and Syrian refugees to provide mutual support is being 
placed under severe strain by economic turmoil and the Covid-19 crisis. The generosity of the 
Lebanese people in hosting such a large number of refugees has to be acknowledged.  Ireland’s 
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humanitarian policy will continue to support refugees and vulnerable host communities. 

In 2020, my Department, through Irish Aid, provided €4.25 million in humanitarian assis-
tance to Lebanon, through the UN’s Lebanon Humanitarian Fund, the UN Relief and Works 
Agency, as well as Concern and Trócaire.  Each of these partners is crucial to supporting the 
ongoing refugee response.  Overall, Ireland has provided approximately €31 million in funding 
to Lebanon since 2014.  In the year ahead, I envisage Ireland maintaining its level of financial 
support as humanitarian and development needs will remain high.

Also, since 2012, Irish Aid has deployed close to 20 skilled and experienced volunteers to 
Lebanon to work with UN humanitarian agencies in their humanitarian or emergency response 
operations.

Ireland also responds to existing needs in Lebanon through the EU.  Since its establishment 
in 2014, a significant share of the EU’s support for Syrian refugees and Syria’s neighbouring 
countries has been provided through the EU Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian 
Crisis. The Fund primarily addresses educational, economic, social and health needs of Syrian 
refugees while also supporting overstretched local communities and their administrations. The 
Fund has mobilised €1 billion for Lebanon.  

The devastating explosion in August 2020 in the port of Beirut was a very serious setback. 
The EU mobilised €32 million to support the most vulnerable Lebanese and refugee communi-
ties. This brought the total EU humanitarian assistance to €83 million in 2020.

Immediately following the explosion, Ireland provided significant stocks of medical sup-
plies, including Personal Protective Equipment, to the World Health Organisation in Beirut 
which coordinated the health response to the crisis. These supplies were transported by the Irish 
Defence Forces which, following decades of distinguished service in UNIFIL, have a strong 
relationship with Lebanon.

13/01/2021WRQ06000Citizenship Applications

13/01/2021WRQ06100382. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will address 
a matter (details supplied) regarding Irish citizenship; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1031/21]

13/01/2021WRQ06200399. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will provide cor-
respondence to a foreign births registry applicant (details supplied) to allow the applicant to 
take up an employment opportunity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1521/21]

13/01/2021WRQ06300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
382 and 399 together.

The Passport Service has paused the processing of Foreign Births Registration (FBR) ap-
plications as Ireland is at Level 5 of the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. Ap-
plications that have been sent to the FBR team are being held securely and will be processed 
when normal services resume at Level 3 of the Framework.

The impact of Brexit on applications for Foreign Birth Registration has been significant. In 
2014, approximately 10,000 applications were received. In 2019, approximately 32,000 were 
received. Applicants resident in Great Britain account for around half of all applications. Prior 
to the introduction of the current restrictions, FBR applications were taking 12 to 18 months to 
process.
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Foreign Births Registration, by its nature, can be a detailed and complex process, often in-
volving official documentation related to three generations and issued by several jurisdictions. 

With regard to the specific FBR application about which the Deputy has enquired, the Pass-
port Service has advised that this application was made on 21 December 2020. While support-
ing documents for this application may have been sent to the Department, these have not yet 
been registered due to the pausing of operations.

It is not possible to provide any confirmation that an individual meets the criteria for Irish 
citizenship until the application has been processed in full and the individual has been entered 
on to the Foreign Births Register. 

13/01/2021WRQ06400Passport Applications

13/01/2021WRQ06500383. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a passport ap-
plication by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1080/21]

13/01/2021WRQ06600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused 
processing of routine applications while Ireland is at Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COV-
ID-19. Passport Service staff have been temporarily reassigned to provide Consular Assistance 
for Irish citizens overseas.

The Passport Service continues to provide an emergency passport service for Irish citizens 
at home and abroad. The service is available for those who are required to travel due to the 
death or serious illness of a family member or because the applicant requires emergency medi-
cal treatment.  Applicants who require a passport for emergency purposes, or to travel for urgent 
reasons, should contact the Passport Service via our Customer Service Hub Webchat function 
on our website. 

While staff were on site in the Passport Service during the first week of the new year, car-
rying out the essential work of processing emergency and urgent passport applications, they 
also took the opportunity to produce approximately 2,000 passports, in the majority of cases for 
simple adult renewal applications.

The Passport Service has a comprehensive plan in place to resume all services, in line with 
the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. When operations resume at Level 4, all 
applications received via Passport Online will be processed. The Passport Service is confident 
that any backlog will be cleared quickly. When the Passport Service resumed operations in June 
2020, the back log was cleared in 4 weeks. It was similar in December 2020 with the majority 
of the backlog cleared within 3 weeks.  

The Passport Service plans to resume processing of routine paper based applications such as 
Passport Express, Northern Ireland Passport Express and applications for Foreign Birth Regis-
trations at Level 3 of the framework.

With regard to the specific application about which the Deputy has enquired, an official 
from the Passport Service was in contact with the applicant’s father on 6 January 2020 to advise 
that the application will be processed at Level 4 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19.  

13/01/2021WRQ06700Human Rights Cases

13/01/2021WRQ06800384. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the efforts that have 
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been made to secure the release of a person (details supplied) from prison in China; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1098/21]

13/01/2021WRQ06900388. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention 
has been drawn to the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1259/21]

13/01/2021WRQ07000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
384 and 388 together.

I can confirm to the Deputy that my Department has been providing ongoing consular as-
sistance to this citizen through our Consular Assistance Unit in Dublin, our Embassy in Beijing 
and our Consulate General in Shanghai. 

I can also confirm that this citizen is not in prison in China. However he has been subject to 
an exit ban and therefore has been denied permission to leave China. 

Our Consul General in Shanghai has been meeting and engaging regularly with the citizen 
since last March, and we continue to provide all possible consular support and advice. Our fo-
cus has been on supporting the citizen’s well-being, while he and his legal team seek to resolve 
the outstanding legal, commercial and financial matters with the appropriate authorities.

The case has been raised regularly at senior political and diplomatic level with the relevant 
authorities in China, and with the Embassy of China to Ireland. These engagements have high-
lighted the humanitarian aspects of the case, and the importance of the citizen being allowed to 
leave China and return home as soon as possible.

The Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate to discuss the details of any 
individual consular case, nor to comment on matters pertaining to a legal process in another 
jurisdiction. However, I can assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to provide all 
possible consular assistance to the citizen until he is permitted to return to Ireland.

13/01/2021WRQ07100Brexit Data

13/01/2021WRQ07200385. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of calls 
that have been made to his Department’s Brexit helpline for Irish citizens living overseas; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1099/21]

13/01/2021WRQ07300386. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of calls 
that have been made to his Department’s Brexit helpline from Northern Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1100/21]

13/01/2021WRQ07400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
385 and 386 together.

The key aim of the Government’s Brexit readiness work was to support business and citi-
zens prepare for the  permanent and immediate changes that arose as a result of the UK leaving 
the EU.  As part of this work and, in order to respond to queries arising in the immediate Day 1/
Week 1 period following the end of the transition period, a range of Government Departments 
and Agencies put in place designated information resources, call centres and advice lines from 
1 January.  

From 1 to 4 January, my Department made available a Brexit-related advice line for Irish 
citizens overseas as well as for callers from Northern Ireland. The line was managed by offi-
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cials working on Brexit related issues over that period and handled a total of four queries, none 
originating from callers in Northern Ireland.  The Department continues to receive a low level 
of Brexit related queries which are answered  through our normal channels.

13/01/2021WRR00200Foreign Policy

13/01/2021WRR00300387. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has spoken 
with the Japanese Prime Minister since his appointment as Prime Minister. [1207/21]

13/01/2021WRR00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland enjoys strong relations 
with Japan with a focus very much on political, economic and people-to-people cooperation. 
While I have not had the occasion to engage with Prime Minister Suga since his inauguration 
in September, I maintain ongoing contact with my counterpart, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Toshimitsu Motegi. We spoke most recently by phone on 27 November, discussing Ireland-
Japan bilateral relations, Ireland’s priorities for our term on the UN Security Council and the 
latest state-of-play regarding Brexit.  

My Department, including through our Embassy in Tokyo, has a very good working rela-
tionship with the Japanese authorities and we look forward to continued strengthening of our 
bilateral relations in 2021.

  Question No. 388 answered with Question No. 384.

13/01/2021WRR00600United Nations

13/01/2021WRR00700389. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress to date on 
the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, UNCCD, great green wall project and Ireland’s 
engagement with UNCCD; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1406/21]

13/01/2021WRR00800Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): The Great Green Wall is a Pan-African initiative to restore and sustainably manage land 
in the Sahel-Saharan region, covering more than 20 African countries. The intervention zone 
dedicated to the Great Green Wall spans a length of at least 7000 km between Senegal and Dji-
bouti and is home to some 232 million people. 

To reach its targets the initiative needs to rehabilitate 8.2 million hectares per year between 
now and 2030. The initiative involves a broad range of organisations, including the UN Con-
vention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). 

In 2020, UNCCD reported that eleven countries participating in the Great Green Wall have 
collectively rehabilitated approximately four million hectares of land between 2007 and 2019. 
This has resulted in a number of environmental and socio-economic benefits including the cre-
ation of 335,000 jobs. 

Ireland makes an annual core contribution to UNCCD. In 2020 this was €27,426. 

In addition to our annual contribution, Ireland has made specific contributions to the Great 
Green Wall initiative.

-  In 2018, Irish Aid provided €50,000 to support the production of a documentary on the 
Great Green Wall. This was released in 2020 and can be viewed at www.greatgreenwall.org/
film.
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-  In 2018, the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications provided 
funding of €1.2 million to UNCCD to help develop a detailed implementation and reporting 
plan for the initiative. 

13/01/2021WRR00900UN Security Council

13/01/2021WRR01000390. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will include the 
outlawing of the practice of breast ironing during Ireland’s term on the UN security Council in 
view of the fact that this practice has been identified by the United Nations as one of five inter-
secting and vicious forms of discrimination and forgotten crimes against women; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1407/21]

13/01/2021WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): Breast ironing is a form of gender based violence (GBV) and is one of many harmful 
practices suffered by millions of women and girls globally. Practices such as this, as highlighted 
by a recent UNFPA report, must be tackled to achieve gender equality. The report highlighted 
the importance of tackling the root causes, in particular gender-biased norms in society, and the 
need to invest in grassroots actions by communities to end these practices. 

Ending gender based violence and harmful practices is a central priority for Ireland’s for-
eign and development policy. We will continue to advocate for this strongly across all of our 
multilateral engagements, including at the Security Council, while continuing to provide fund-
ing to partners working to end GBV and harmful practices globally. 

Ireland is consistently among those OECD countries with the highest proportion of official 
development assistance (ODA) which contributes to gender equality. In 2019, approximately 
76% (€295 million), of Ireland’s bilateral allocable aid contributed to gender equality.  Of this, 
over €15 million was invested in actions to prevent gender-based violence, or in support of 
those who have suffered from GBV.  

In addition, Ireland contributes a significant amount of multilateral funding to organisations 
such as the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNFPA and UN Women who 
are working to end practices such as breast ironing.  Ireland also provides annual funding to the 
UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women, supporting efforts to address GBV at grass-
roots level in over 80 countries.

13/01/2021WRR01200Climate Change Negotiations

13/01/2021WRR01300391. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if consideration has 
been given at EU Council of Foreign Ministers level to pursue an agenda of climate principles 
that deter carbon offshoring and thereby reduce global emissions to underpin trade and interna-
tional relations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1408/21]

13/01/2021WRR01400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): The Foreign Affairs Council of the European Union (FAC) has yet to deliberate on mea-
sures to deter carbon offshoring.  The FAC is due to discuss the issue of Climate and Energy 
Diplomacy on 25 January and Council Conclusions are currently under negotiation.  Following 
adoption of the Council Conclusions on the 25 January we can then look forward to presenta-
tion by the Commission of a proposal for a Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism, as planned 
for in the Commission’s 2021 Work Programme.  We are not aware at present of plans for such 
a proposal to be presented to or discussed at FAC. 
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The 2021 Work Programme of the Commission states an intention to align relevant climate 
and energy legislation with the newly proposed target to reduce emissions by at least 55% by 
2030, as compared to 1990 levels.  This is to be brought together in a “Fit for 55 Package” to 
implement the European Green Deal.  As part of these measures the Commission will propose 
a carbon border adjustment mechanism (CBAM) to help motivate foreign producers and EU 
importers to reduce their carbon emissions, while ensuring a level-playing field conducive to 
trade in a WTO-compatible way.  This CBAM proposal is planned for the second quarter of 
2021 (legislative, including impact assessment).

13/01/2021WRR01500Passport Applications

13/01/2021WRR01600392. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position with re-
gard to passport applications; if the passport office is accepting applications; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1409/21]

13/01/2021WRR01700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused 
processing of routine applications while Ireland is at Level 5 of the National Framework for 
Living with COVID-19.

The Passport Service continues to provide an emergency passport service for Irish citizens 
at home and abroad. The service is available for those who are required to travel due to the 
death or serious illness of a family member or because the applicant requires emergency medi-
cal treatment.

Applicants who require a passport for emergency purposes, or to travel for urgent reasons, 
should contact the Passport Service via our Customer Service Hub Webchat function on our 
website. 

The Passport Service has a comprehensive plan in place to resume all services, in line with 
the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. When operations resume at Level 4, all 
applications received via Passport Online will be processed. 

The Passport Service plans to resume processing of routine paper based applications such 
as Passport Express, Northern Ireland Passport Express and applications for Foreign Birth Reg-
istrations at Level 3.

13/01/2021WRR01800Undocumented Irish in the USA

13/01/2021WRR01900393. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress made to 
date on resolving the issue of undocumented Irish in the US; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1410/21]

13/01/2021WRR02000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The issue of Irish immigration to 
the US, particularly the status of the undocumented Irish, has been a high priority for succes-
sive Governments and continues to be one of my key priorities. Immigration issues have been 
raised on an ongoing basis in our engagement with the US Administration and political leaders. 
I have raised these issues in contacts with the US Ambassador, as well as with members of the 
US Administration and both Houses of Congress, most recently during my visit to Washington 
D.C. at the end of September last year.

In the US, our Embassy and Consulates General across the country continue to monitor the 
situation closely and to engage with US officials on immigration issues, including with US Im-
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migration and Customs Enforcement. They also actively support Irish community groups that 
provide assistance and information to vulnerable Irish and the undocumented.

Many of these community groups are members of the Coalition of Irish Immigration Cen-
ters, which receive significant annual funding through the Government’s Emigrant Support Pro-
gramme (ESP). In 2019, over €3m was allocated to 88 organisations across the US, including 
those that provide front-line welfare assistance to Irish citizens. Furthermore, in response to the 
pandemic, a dedicated COVID-19 Response Fund for Irish Communities Abroad was set up to 
help these organisations meet the needs of those who are particularly vulnerable. In 2020, over 
€3.6m was paid to diaspora organisations in the US for ESP and Covid related projects.

We look forward to working closely with President-elect Joe Biden and the incoming Ad-
ministration, as well as with the United States Congress, across the aisle, to pursue compre-
hensive immigration reform in the US. Our Embassy and network of Consulates General will 
continue to monitor the situation and stand ready to engage with any Federal and State initia-
tives on this issue.

In terms of securing future pathways for immigration, we continue to prioritise the E3 Visa 
Bill. If passed, this could allow access to thousands of US visas each year to Irish citizens, pro-
viding new opportunities to live and work in the US.  We will continue to explore all available 
options for securing this.

13/01/2021WRR02100Climate Change Policy

13/01/2021WRR02200394. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the amount of funding 
his Department is providing to climate adaptation and mitigation activities in some of the least 
developed countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1411/21]

13/01/2021WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): In 2019 the Department of Foreign Affairs disbursed €71,327,000 for climate adaptation 
and climate mitigation activities from the Department’s budget for Official Development As-
sistance.  This was a significant increase on the €64,754,000 finance disbursed by the Depart-
ment in 2018, demonstrating a continued positive trend towards Government’s commitment to 
double the percentage of Official Development Assistance that is climate finance by 2030.  

All of my Department’s climate finance expenditure is in grant form, and nearly all of it is 
for adaptation support to Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States in line 
with our mandate to build the resilience of the furthest behind first in the face of the immediate 
challenges they face due to the climate crisis.

In addition to the contribution by my Department outlined above, the Department of En-
vironment, Climate and Communications, the Department of Finance and the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine also provide climate finance to developing countries.  

13/01/2021WRR02400Brexit Issues

13/01/2021WRR02500395. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress in resolv-
ing legal jurisdiction over Lough Foyle and Carlingford Lough particularly in view of Brexit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1412/21]

13/01/2021WRR02600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Following discussions in 2011 
between the then Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and the British Foreign Secretary, the 
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British and Irish Governments agreed to seek to resolve jurisdictional issues relating to both 
Lough Foyle and Carlingford Lough.

Since that time, a series of meetings and contacts have taken place at official level between 
the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office and my own Department. This engage-
ment is ongoing and my Department is also continuing to consult with other relevant Depart-
ments on specific issues and concerns in relation to licensing of aquaculture in Lough Foyle.  

The issues involved in these discussions are complex and involve a range of different actors, 
including the Crown Estates on the British side, but I am satisfied that all sides are committed 
to reaching a positive resolution as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRR02700Overseas Development Aid

13/01/2021WRR02800396. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will consider 
the possibility of allowing national parliamentary input in recipient countries on the use of the 
overseas development aid budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1413/21]

13/01/2021WRR02900Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): Development cooperation needs to be people-centred and respond to national priorities. 
Promoting national ownership is one of the key principles of the Paris Declaration on Aid Ef-
fectiveness. Ireland believes that national ownership is essential to the success of development, 
especially in reaching the furthest behind first. 

Ireland also recognises that Parliaments have a critical role to play in overseeing and scru-
tinising national development programmes to reduce poverty, build democracy and ensure na-
tional ownership. 

The 2020 OECD DAC (Development Assistance Committee) Peer Review of Ireland found 
that ‘a long-lasting commitment to engaging in partnerships is the trademark of Irelands’ devel-
opment co-operation”. The Department of Foreign Affairs continues to promote the important 
principle of partnerships with local Parliaments in developing countries. The Department sup-
ports programmes to strengthen legislatures ability to scrutinise national development efforts, 
and to more effectively fulfils its constitutional mandate. 

All eleven of Ireland’s Missions in Sub Saharan Africa with responsibility for managing aid 
programmes, have a strong focus on ensuring that essential services including health, educa-
tion, and social protection are targeted at those who are furthest behind in the poorest commu-
nities.  The national strategies supported by the aid programme have all been scrutinised and 
passed by national Parliaments.

In addition, the aid programme has supported the development of Parliamentary capacity 
for oversight of budgets and other issues.  For example, last year Irish Aid provided funding to 
the African European Parliamentarians Initiative (AEPI), to advance development issues within 
Parliaments in a number of countries, in Europe and in Africa. This is intended to foster col-
laborative action in areas such as capacity building, transparency and accountability, peace and 
security, and global health.

13/01/2021WRR03000EU Legislation

13/01/2021WRR03100397. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps that are being 
taken at EU level to improve engagement with like-minded member states on EU Commission 
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files and to clearly reflect Irelands concerns on such files at an earlier stage in the legislative 
process particularly in a post-Brexit era; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1414/21]

13/01/2021WRR03200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Now that the UK has departed 
the European Union, it is particularly important that Ireland continues to foster its already close 
relationships with other like-minded Member States, and to enhance collaboration on key prior-
ity policies at EU level.  Ministers and officials at home and in our European Missions, includ-
ing staff posted to the Permanent Representation in Brussels, closely monitor files and policy 
proposals as they progress through Council of the EU Working Groups, raising Irish priorities 
and concerns and identifying likely shared concerns and leading dialogue with like-minded 
Member States throughout the legislative process. The objective is to ensure that EU legislation 
and policy reflects Irish interests as far as possible.  

Ireland works closely with like-minded Member States, as appropriate, across a range of 
different areas including climate action, the Single Market, digital policy, Rule of Law, EU 
budgetary issues, trade policy, development and human rights matters. Post-Brexit, Ireland is 
actively building alliances across the EU with like-minded Member States with which we share 
common goals and interests.  

The Government has already initiated a France Strategy and a Germany Strategy aimed at 
deepening our bilateral relations with those key EU partners and in the coming months I intend 
to seek approval for a Nordic Strategy which will set out an ambitious plan for closer relations 
and engagement with this important and dynamic region which includes three of our closest 
allies in the European Union.

The Government is committed to maintaining a diplomatic Mission in every EU Member 
State which is an important resource to enable Ireland to work closely and build alliances with 
like-minded partners on EU policy development.

13/01/2021WRR03300Human Rights

13/01/2021WRR03400398. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the actions taken fol-
lowing the mass arrest of pro-democracy protestors in Hong Kong; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1510/21]

13/01/2021WRR03500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government is closely fol-
lowing the situation in Hong Kong following the mass arrest of over 50 people on charges 
pursuant to the National Security Law, in relation to pro-democracy primary elections held in 
July 2020. 

The EU issued a statement on 7 January which called for the immediate release of those ar-
rested, and urged the authorities to respect Hong Kong’s rule of law, human rights, democratic 
principles, and high degree of autonomy under the “One Country, Two Systems” principle. 
Ireland fully supports this statement. 

My Department, through our Consulate General in Hong Kong and our Embassy in Beijing, 
will remain alert to the situation in Hong Kong and, along with our EU partners, will continue 
to raise our concerns with Chinese authorities.

  Question No. 399 answered with Question No. 382.

13/01/2021WRR03700Passport Applications
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13/01/2021WRR03800400. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the current backlog for 
processing passports submitted electronically or via the postal service; the measures he will 
employ to address this backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1540/21]

13/01/2021WRR03900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused 
processing of routine applications while Ireland is at Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COV-
ID-19. Passport Service staff have been temporarily reassigned to provide Consular Assistance 
for Irish citizens overseas.

The Passport Service continues to provide an emergency passport service for Irish citizens 
at home and abroad. The service is available for those who are required to travel due to the 
death or serious illness of a family member or because the applicant requires emergency medi-
cal treatment. 

Applicants who require a passport for emergency purposes, or to travel for urgent reasons, 
should contact the Passport Service via our Customer Service Hub Webchat function on our 
website. 

The Passport Service has a comprehensive plan in place to resume all services, in line with 
the National Framework for Living with COVID-19. When operations resume at Level 4, all 
applications received via Passport Online will be processed. The Passport Service is confident 
that any backlog will be cleared quickly. When the Passport Service resumed operations in June 
2020, the back log was cleared in 4 weeks. It was similar in December 2020 with the majority 
of the backlog cleared within 3 weeks.  

The Passport Service plans to resume processing of routine paper based applications such as 
Passport Express, Northern Ireland Passport Express and applications for Foreign Birth Regis-
trations at Level 3 of the framework.  

13/01/2021WRR04000Brexit Negotiations

13/01/2021WRR04100401. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if there will be Irish rep-
resentatives on the EU-British specialised trade committees of the post Brexit Trade Partnership 
Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1541/21]

13/01/2021WRR04200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU and UK agreed to create 
a joint body, called the Partnership Council, to efficiently manage the Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement.

The Partnership Council is co-chaired by a Member of the European Commission and a rep-
resentative of the UK at Ministerial level. It meets at least once a year, but can meet more often 
at the request of either the EU or the UK. Any decision is taken by mutual consent between the 
EU and the UK. 

The Partnership Council oversees the attainment of the objectives of the Agreement. The 
EU or the UK can refer to the Partnership Council any issue relating to the implementation, ap-
plication and interpretation of the Agreement.

The Partnership Council is assisted in its work by Specialised Committees, including a 
Trade Partnership Committee, and in some areas by technical working groups.

Member States, including Ireland, will have the right to participate in meetings of these bod-
ies as part of the EU delegation. 
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It is in all of our interest that the Agreement works as effectively as possible. The specific 
programme of work and schedule of meetings for these bodies will be determined in the period 
ahead. Ireland will engage closely with our EU partners to ensure that our key interests are pro-
tected and advanced in this work.

13/01/2021WRR04300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRR04400402. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the details in 
respect of his Department outsourcing to consultancies specifically Covid-19-related work, ser-
vices or advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1792/21]

13/01/2021WRR04500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs procured the services of Quadra Consulting in 2020 to undertake Covid-19 workplace 
risk assessments for our offices in Ireland.  The service provider was selected from the Office 
of Government Procurement National Health & Safety Training & Consultancy and Advisory 
Services Framework.  The total value of the services outsourced is €14,700 ex VAT.

13/01/2021WRR04600Air Corps

13/01/2021WRR04700403. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Defence if Air Corps personnel have 
now completed training for night flying and landing at Galway University Hospital; when the 
existing aeromedical service will be expanded; the discussions to date with the HSE; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44687/20]

13/01/2021WRR04800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are no issues with training require-
ments for helicopter operations into Galway Hospital. Night landings are a matter of routine at 
that location for inter-hospital transfers.  

The Emergency Aeromedical Support (EAS) Service is limited to daytime operations only 
in line with government decision S180/20/10/1996. This is incorporated in the White Paper on 
Defence 2015.

There are no plans to change the current operation of the aeromedical services based out of 
Baldonnel or Custume Barracks, Athlone. 

13/01/2021WRR04900Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRR05000404. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Defence if his Department or State 
agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded contracts to a company (details sup-
plied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered for; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44781/20]

13/01/2021WRR05100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the period since 2016, my Department 
has no record of having awarded any contracts to the company referred to by the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRR05200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRR05300405. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Defence if he will request the Department 
of Health to prioritise Covid-19 vaccination for members of the Defence Forces leaving the 
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country for active duty in the next six months. [45136/20]

13/01/2021WRR05400410. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Defence when members of the De-
fence Forces serving overseas can expect to receive a Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1280/21]

13/01/2021WRR05500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 405 and 
410 together.

As of 4 January 2021, Ireland is contributing 586 Defence Forces personnel to 10 different 
missions throughout the world and also to a range of international organisations and National 
representations. 

The main overseas missions in which the Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed 
are the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 350 personnel and the United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in Syria with 138 personnel.

As part of its response to the global Covid pandemic, on 5 April, 2020 the United Nations 
Secretary General directed the suspension of all rotations and leave for military personnel serv-
ing in UN missions until 30 June 2020.  This was followed by a partial resumption of rotations 
and transitional measures that the UN have directed will apply up until 31 March 2021. These 
include rigorous quarantine measures for all rotations of military personnel to and from UN 
peacekeeping operations. 

In addition Host Nations also imposed quarantine and Covid testing requirements for mili-
tary personnel serving in UN missions.

The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy approved by Government sets out a priority list 
of groups for vaccination.  The Strategy was developed by the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) and Department of Health, and endorsed by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET).  

The Defence Forces are currently identifying the prioritisation of a number of Defence 
Forces’ cohorts for early vaccination against COVID-19. Vaccinations will be prioritised in the 
first instance to frontline Defence Force personnel directly involved in the containment of CO-
VID-19 in support of the HSE and in the maintenance of essential frontline services.  Personnel 
selected for overseas service will be prioritised thereafter and may be dependent on the mission 
area to which they deploy.

In all cases vaccinations, will be in line with the national rollout plan and subject to avail-
ability of the vaccine, which is coordinated through the HSE. 

13/01/2021WRR05600Fire Safety

13/01/2021WRR05700406. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if he will provide funding 
to replace the reserve fire tender at the fire station at the Defence Forces training centre given 
the fire appliance is over 21 years old. [1184/21]

13/01/2021WRR05800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My priority as Minister for Defence is to 
ensure that the operational capability of the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service, is maintained 
to the greatest extent possible to enable the Defence Forces to carry out their roles as assigned 
by Government. 

The acquisition of new equipment and the upgrading of equipment for the Defence Forces 
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remains a clear focus for me. Future equipment priorities for the Army, Air Corps and Naval 
Service are considered in the context of the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability 
development and equipment priorities planning process.  The principal aim over the period of 
the White Paper will be to replace and upgrade, as required, existing capabilities in order to re-
tain a flexible response for a wide range of operational requirements both at home and overseas. 
Equipment priorities for acquisition will now also align with the Equipment Development Plan 
for the Defence Forces published in June 2020. This plan builds on the intentions set out in the 
White Paper on Defence in relation to equipment acquisition, modernisation and upgrade and 
has been developed and considered through joint civil-military co-operation, ensuring that the 
Defence Forces will have the best equipment for the job, based on a determination of priorities 
from a whole of defence standpoint.

The Defence Forces operate a fire station at the Defence Forces Training Centre (DFTC), 
Curragh Camp, a Crash Rescue Service based in Casement Aerodrome Baldonnel, and has a 
fire crew deployed overseas in Lebanon.

The Defence Forces fire station at the Defence Forces Training Centre (DFTC), Curragh 
Camp operates with one fire crew on duty at all times. The main purpose of the fire station is to 
provide a rapid response in the event of a fire at the Ammunition Depot, and also to respond to 
fire alarms and fire emergencies within the DFTC. 

Certain purchasing is carried out by the Defence Forces directly under delegation of finan-
cial responsibility which permits the Defence Forces to procure a wide range of goods and 
services directly, this includes the purchasing of fire appliances. I am advised by the military 
authorities that the DFTC fire station is adequately equipped with a Class B Fire Appliance 
which was delivered in 2018 following an open tender competition, as well as a reserve Fire 
Tender which was registered in 1999 and a Ford Ranger procured in 2019. Since the procure-
ment of the Class B Fire Appliance in 2018, the reserve Fire Tender has been used exclusively 
for training purposes. There is currently no requirement for the acquisition of additional fire 
appliances for the DFTC.  

I am satisfied that the Defence Forces continue to have the necessary modern and effective 
range of equipment available to them in order to fulfil all roles assigned to them by Govern-
ment.

13/01/2021WRR05900Defence Forces Personnel

13/01/2021WRR06000407. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the number of vacant po-
sitions for nurses, dentists and physiotherapists in the Defence Forces medical corps. [1185/21]

13/01/2021WRR06100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are currently thirteen (13) vacan-
cies for Nurses and four (4) for Dental Officers in the DF medical corps. Both the Army Nurs-
ing Service and the provision of dental services to DF personnel are currently under review. 
Following a previous review of the DF Physiotherapy service, sanction was received to appoint 
5.5 civilian phyiotherapists on a full-time basis. There are currently 3.5 vacancies in this regard.

13/01/2021WRR06200Defence Forces Resources

13/01/2021WRR06300408. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Defence if funding will be made 
available in 2021 for the upgrading of the dining hall at Gormanston camp; and the estimated 
time frame for such works. [1210/21]
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13/01/2021WRR06400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm that the upgrade of the din-
ing hall at Gormanston Camp forms part of the Defence Forces Built Infrastructural Programme 
2020-2025, with a planned commencement in 2024 for completion in 2025.  This Programme is 
a five year plan that provides a blueprint for investment in the Defence Forces built infrastruc-
ture over a multi annual timeframe.

13/01/2021WRR06500Naval Service

13/01/2021WRR06600409. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Defence if there are plans to replace 
the LÉ Ciara.  [1211/21]

13/01/2021WRR06700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My priority as Minister for Defence is to 
ensure that the operational capability of the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service is maintained 
to the greatest extent possible so as to enable the Defence Forces to carry out their roles as as-
signed by Government both at home and overseas.

The White Paper on Defence sets out an ambitious programme of capital investment in the 
Naval Service including the mid-life refit and upgrade of the P50 class vessels, LÉ Róisín and 
LÉ Niamh, as well as, in due course, the replacement of the flagship vessel LÉ Eithne.  The P50 
mid-life upgrade programme is well underway.  

LÉ Ciara was built in 1984 and underwent a planned annual dry-docking at the end 2019 and 
is operational. The vessel has in the last year, for example, assisted the Coast Guard in Search 
and Rescue operations. As a result of the White Paper commitment to vessel replacement, the 
replacement of the flagship LÉ Eithne with a multi role vessel (MRV) is the immediate White 
Paper project in this context. Planning has commenced on this project and it is intended to hold 
a public tender competition in due course to cover the supply of the MRV, subject to availabil-
ity of funding within the overall Defence capital funding envelope. Projects for other vessel 
replacement will be considered over the life-time of the White Paper in the context of overall 
capability development and funding and the Equipment Development Plan (EDP) process.  

The examples given, whilst not exhaustive, demonstrate my commitment to update and 
upgrade the Defence Forces equipment and maritime capability, within the financial envelope 
available. In accordance with the National Development Plan, the capital allocation for Defence 
was increased to €113 million for 2020, an increase of €7 million. The National Development 
Plan provides for a total of €541 million for Defence over the period 2018-2022.   Budget 
2021 provides for a further increased gross allocation to €131m in the defence capital budget 
in respect of equipment and barracks infrastructure.  This level of capital funding will allow 
the Defence Organisation to undertake a programme of sustained equipment replacement and 
infrastructural development across the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service as identified and pri-
oritised in the Defence White Paper and builds on the significant investment programme over 
recent years. 

I am satisfied that the Defence Forces have the necessary modern and effective range of 
equipment available to them which is in line with best international standards in order to fulfil 
all roles assigned to them by Government.

  Question No. 410 answered with Question No. 405.

13/01/2021WRR06900Covid-19 Pandemic
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13/01/2021WRR07000411. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Defence the roles members of the 
Defence Forces are currently playing in tackling the Covid-19 crisis; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1281/21]

13/01/2021WRR07100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Whilst the Defence Forces are not a pri-
mary response agency for non-security related emergencies, as defined in the Framework for 
Major Emergency Management, they provide the fullest possible assistance to the appropriate 
Lead Department in the event of a natural disaster or emergency situation in its Aid to Civil Au-
thority (ATCA) role.  In this regard, the full spectrum of Defence Forces personnel and equip-
ment, commensurate with operational requirements, is made available for deployments, within 
current means and capabilities, as the need arises.

At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, a Joint Task Force was established to coor-
dinate the Defence Forces contribution to the whole-of-Government COVID-19 response. It 
has the authority to draw together, in a joint manner, the contribution of all of the elements of 
the Defence Forces – Army, Air Corps, Naval Service, Reserve, etc. This was provided for in a 
Defence Forces Regulation signed by and under the authority of the Minister for Defence.

The Defence Forces Joint Task Force is based in McKee Barracks and its priority from the 
beginning has been to provide support to the HSE, while retaining, at all times, a contingent ca-
pacity to provide Aid to the Civil Power support.  The wide range of supports that the Defence 
Forces have provided to the HSE, as coordinated by the Joint Task Force during the COVID-19 
crisis include:

-  operation of the COVID-19 testing centre at the Aviva stadium; 

-  support for contact tracing efforts;

-  transportation by the Air Corps of COVID-19 tests to Germany;

-  collection of PPE from more than 260 cargo flights and the ongoing storage and distribu-
tion of this PPE to various HSE sites;

-  support for HSE testing efforts including through deployment of Naval Service vessels to 
Dublin, Cork and Galway; 

-  PPE training to workers at Cork and Waterford harbours by Naval service personnel;

-  provision of tentage and marshalling support at various HSE testing sites around the 
country;

-  transportation of patients for testing;

-  assistance with the fit out of temporary facilities for the HSE (for example, the HSE facili-
ties at City West and the University of Limerick);

-  production and assembly of PPE using 3D printing facilities; and

-  the use of lands at Ballymullen Barracks as a COVID-19 testing facility and contact trac-
ing hub.

In addition to supporting the HSE, the Defence Forces have also provided a broad range of 
supports to other Departments and Agencies.  Provision of this support was also coordinated by 
the Joint Task Force.  Examples include:

-  Support has been provided to the National Ambulance Service through Defence Forces 
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ambulance and crew supports along with tele-triage supports.

-  Support to the Office of Government Procurement through assistance with storage and 
distribution of PPE.

-  Support to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government through the use 
of lands at Sarsfields Barracks for the location of one of the National Temporary Body Storage 
Facilities. The Defence Forces were also on standby to provide support if required at the Dublin 
based National Temporary Body Storage Facility at the Royal Hospital Kilmainham.

At the end of December 2020, the Defence Forces had deployed a daily average of 183 per-
sonnel to support the Covid 19 response.  

The Defence Forces are also represented on the High Level Task Force for Covid-19 Vac-
cination.

With regard to the rollout of the Covid-19 vaccine, the Defence Forces are ready to provide 
transportation supports where required by the HSE. 

While the HSE has not requested the Defence Forces assistance in the actual giving of the 
vaccine to date, the Defence Forces are developing a training protocol for Defence Forces 
medical personnel as a contingency measure.

13/01/2021WRS00200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRS00300412. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Defence the details for his 
Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifically Covid-19-related work, services or 
advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1789/21]

13/01/2021WRS00400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The table below provides details of ex-
ternal consultants engaged by my Department for Covid-19 related work, services, or advice.

Consultancy Firm Service Provided Cost 

Quadra Ltd. Completed Covid-19 risk assessments for Department 
buildings;Provided input to Department’s Covid-19 Response Plan; 
Provided Covid-19 updates for the Department’s Safety Statement.

€11,615 (V.A.T. inclusive) paid to 
date€1,270.50 (V.A.T. inclusive) due for 
payment

13/01/2021WRS00500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRS00600413. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education her views on the instruction 
by the Department to a school (details supplied) to remain open despite a high number of Co-
vid-19 cases associated with the school. [44759/20]

13/01/2021WRS00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In the case referred to by the Deputy, 
where a covid-19 positive case connected with a school arose, public health contacted the school 
and undertook a public health risk assessment to identify the actions required. The response to 
confirmed cases or outbreaks of Covid-19 in the school was led and managed by Public Health 
HSE.  Schools are advised to follow the recommendations of the public health specialists in 
these circumstances. 

This practice ensures that no principal or board of management is burdened with the respon-
sibility of making public health decisions in relation to their school. The public health response 
to schools this term has been enhanced by the HSE through the increased resourcing of exist-
ing School Teams in each HSE area.  A dedicated phone number ‘HSE live Covid-19 Principal 
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school line is provided by the HSE for school principals to ring in circumstances where they 
need assistance from Public Health in relation to a confirmed case of Covid-19 within their 
school community.

The Department of Education is available to provide support to schools if they have con-
cerns or are unsure of what course of action to take. My Department engages with schools to 
provide support when dealing with Covid-19.  

It should be noted that to date there the public health evidence shows that schools are safe 
places and that the risk of Covid-19 has been managed very well within the school environment.

13/01/2021WRS00800Public Sector Pay

13/01/2021WRS00900414. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education her views on correspondence 
(details supplied) regarding pay inequality; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44940/20]

13/01/2021WRS01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The public service agreements have al-
lowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start. The starting salary for a new 
entrant teacher in 2012 was €30,702. As a result of the programme of pay restoration, the start-
ing salary of a teacher is now €37,692.

Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that “the Minister [for 
Public Expenditure and Reform] shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay equalisa-
tion for new entrants to the public service.”  The report laid before the Oireachtas on foot of 
this provision by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform assesses the cost of a further 
change which would provide a two scale point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. 
The total cost of such an adjustment across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of 
which Education accounts for approximately €83 million. The report also acknowledges that, 
during the financial crisis, there were policy changes which affected remuneration in different 
occupations across the public sector (including education).

The matter of new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the education 
sector alone. The Government supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI legislation, 
having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of the essential 
role played by public servants.  The total year one cost of equalising the pay of new entrant 
teachers to the pre-2011 arrangements is estimated to be in the region of €59 million per annum 
in year one (€45 million for full resolution of pay scales and €14 million for re-instatement of 
the H.Dip allowance).  The costs would rise in subsequent years as more new entrants join the 
system.  On 24 September 2018, an agreement was reached between the Government and the 
public services committee of ICTU in respect of new entrant pay.  This agreement is benefitting 
18,000 teachers and nearly 5,000 SNAs within the education sector. The deal provides for a 
series of incremental jumps for new entrants.

On 10 December 2020, draft proposals on a new public service pay agreement were agreed 
following formal discussions between DPER and the Public Services Committee of ICTU, with 
consultation and input from the sectors including my Department. These proposals will now be 
considered in detail by the various unions and their members. There is a specific provision in 
relation to new entrant teacher pay which allows for the skipping of Point 12 of the pay scale 
which is a further improvement in pay for new entrant teachers. This measure will resolve in 
full the remaining salary scale issues pertaining to new entrant teachers. This builds on the se-
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ries of restorative measures for new entrants have been achieved through the various pay agree-
ments. It shows the benefits that continued engagement and collective bargaining between the 
Government and the public service unions can bring.

13/01/2021WRS01100Teacher Training

13/01/2021WRS01200415. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education the alternative arrangements 
and means of assessment that will be put in place to cater for teacher training students due to 
undertake their advanced school placement periods scheduled for January 2021. [1439/21]

13/01/2021WRS01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Placement is a critical part of 
initial teacher education (ITE). It is first and foremost a space and time where student teachers 
learn to become teachers.  It enables the student teacher to experience teaching and learning in 
a variety of contexts, and to participate in school life in a way that is structured and supported.

In consultation with my Department and the relevant stakeholders, the Teaching Council 
published a Guidance Note on School Placement 2020/2021 in August 2020. In the context of 
Covid-19, this Guidance Note sets out a clear and flexible framework for both Higher Educa-
tion Institutions (HEIs) and schools in relation to the planning and facilitation of school place-
ment for the academic year 2020-2021.

It recognises a variety of sites of practice and learning in which school placement can be 
completed taking account of the sites of practice that emerged for teaching and learning follow-
ing the closure of schools due to Covid-19 in March 2020. It also acknowledges that flexibility 
in terms of modes of assessment of student teachers by HEI tutors is necessary and outlines a 
range of feasible options that can be considered by HEIs. 

In light of the evolving context, my Department and the Teaching Council have had ongoing 
engagement with stakeholders in respect of the practical implementation of this guidance since 
its publication in August 2020 and will continue to engage with stakeholders in this regard. 

13/01/2021WRS01400School Attendance

13/01/2021WRS01500416. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education the number of absence reports 
over 20 days recorded by the Tusla education support service, TESS, in the 2020-21 academic 
year to date; and if there has been an increase in the number of absence reports over 20 days to 
TESS compared to this time in 2020 in the 2019-2020 academic year. [1635/21]

13/01/2021WRS01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Tusla Education Support Service has 
received 1512 referrals up to the end of November 2020 for the academic year 2020/2021. This 
is an increase of 35% on the same period in the previous academic year.

Tusla Education Support Service (TESS)  has a statutory responsibility to intervene when a 
parent/guardian is failing or neglecting to causing his or her child to attend school. TESS views 
all school attendance referrals from a child welfare perspective with the intention of finding 
solutions that will enable and support students to attend, participate and be retained in educa-
tion. Since Covid-19 first impacted schools in March, 2020 TESS has adopted a child welfare 
and supportive approach in relation to all children and families where the school attendance of 
students has been directly impacted by Covid-19. 

I can assure the deputy and all parents that TESS will continue to look at all school atten-
dance cases with a compassionate and child welfare centred approach for the duration of the 
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Covid-19 pandemic. My desire is to ensure that all students have access to education and TESS 
is available to work with any student or family in need of  support.

13/01/2021WRS01700School Attendance

13/01/2021WRS01800417. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education if a well-being approach is 
followed when it comes to school absences and TESS as stated in September 2020; if guidance 
and support is provided to parents who are stressed and concerned after receiving letters notify-
ing them their child has missed 20 days of schools even when this was due to Covid-19-related 
issues; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1636/21]

13/01/2021WRS01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Tusla Education Support Service (TESS) 
has a statutory responsibility to intervene where a child has not been attending school. TESS 
views all school attendance referrals from a child welfare perspective with the intention of find-
ing solutions that will enable and support students to attend, participate and be retained in edu-
cation. Since Covid-19 first impacted schools in March, 2020 TESS has adopted a child welfare 
and supportive approach in relation to all children and families where the school attendance of 
students has been directly impacted by Covid-19. 

I can assure the Deputy that TESS will continue to look at all school attendance cases with a 
compassionate and child welfare centred approach for the duration of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The role of TESS is to ensure that all students have access to education. TESS is available to 
work with any student or family in need of support.

I am aware that some students have experienced anxiety and concern regarding Covid-19. 
For this reason, my Department has created 17 additional NEPS psychologist posts for schools 
as well as 120 whole-time equivalent guidance counsellor positions.

13/01/2021WRS02000School Transport

13/01/2021WRS02100418. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Education if she will seek to address a 
dangerous school bus pick-up point (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44647/20]

13/01/2021WRS02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Bus Éireann is responsible for the planning and timetabling of school transport routes. Bus 
Éireann endeavours, within available resources, to ensure that each eligible child has a reason-
able level of school transport service in the context of the Scheme nationally. Parents are re-
sponsible for ensuring that children are brought safely to and collected safely from Bus Éireann 
designated pick up and set down points. 

Bus Éireann has advised that the pick-up point referred to by the Deputy has been assessed 
as being suitable as a pick-up point under the School Transport Scheme.
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13/01/2021WRS02300School Accommodation

13/01/2021WRS02400419. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 162 of 12 July 2018, the status of the proposed new school; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [44666/20]

13/01/2021WRS02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, a project to 
provide permanent accommodation for the schools in question is included on my Department’s 
Capital Programme.

The relevant local authority under the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding in rela-
tion to the acquisition of a suitable school sites has acquired a site at Cement Road in Drogheda. 
Architectural design has commenced for these schools. It is anticipated that a planning applica-
tion will be lodged and the site conveyed to the  Minister for Education in 2021.

Due to commercial sensitivities associated with site acquisitions generally I am not in a 
position to comment further at this time.

13/01/2021WRS02600School Transport

13/01/2021WRS02700420. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education the status of the payment of 
a special transport grant for a person (details supplied), which was approved in February 2020; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44667/20]

13/01/2021WRS02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant op-
eration managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the current school year over 
113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are trans-
ported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a cost of 
over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of the Special Educational Needs Transport Scheme is, having regard to avail-
able resources, to support the transport to and from school of children with special educational 
needs. Under the terms of the scheme children are eligible for transport where they have special 
educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability and are attending the nearest recognised 
mainstream school, special class/special school or  unit, that is or can be resourced, to meet their 
special educational needs.    

All eligible children are exempt from school transport charges and a Special Transport Grant 
towards the cost of private transport arrangements may be provided in certain circumstances.

The child referred to by the Deputy is eligible for and availed of  school transport until Janu-
ary 2020 when Bus Éireann notified the Department that the pupil was no longer availing of 
the service. In February 2020 the parents wrote to the School Transport Section requesting the 
Special Transport Grant to bring their child to school. This request was subsequently approved 
by School Transport Section and the parents are eligible for a grant from February 2020. As no 
statement of attendance has been received with regard to this pupil, a grant payment has not yet 
issued, however School Transport Section has contacted the parents directly in order to ensure 
that a grant can issue. 

13/01/2021WRS02900School Facilities
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13/01/2021WRS03000421. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the section within her De-
partment a school (details supplied) should contact to request fibre broadband; the process and 
contact details of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44669/20]

13/01/2021WRS03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Through the Schools Broadband Access 
Programme the Department provides for the supply of internet connectivity to all recognised 
primary and post primary schools, and some 98% of schools are included in this scheme. The 
policy of my Department is to offer the best quality connectivity to all schools in line with the 
technical solution and subject to procurement and regulatory requirements. Broadband capac-
ity can vary due to geographical location and local infrastructure, and thus impact on the ser-
vice that can be provided. The Department’s High Speed Broadband Programme provides all 
recognised post-primary schools, high speed broadband with a minimum broadband speed of 
100mbs with many now on 200 Mbp/s plus connectivity. There are 58 special schools also in-
cluded in this programme, managed for the Department by HEAnet. Currently, my Department 
spends some €13m on the provision of internet connectivity to schools annually. 

The school referred to by the Deputy is on a high speed 50mb wireless connection since the 
beginning of this year, which is a dedicated service to the school.  If they have not already done 
so, the school should contact the Schools Broadband Service Desk in the first instance, in order 
to rule out any issues with the internal infrastructure of the school, that may be impacting their 
service, be it on a wireless or wired network. The school should record their bandwidth upgrade 
request with the service desk at this time also. The Broadband service desk is the Department’s 
dedicated broadband service desk which is managed by the Professional Development Ser-
vice for Teachers - Technology in Education (PDST-TiE). They can be contacted by phoning 
1800334466 or by emailing broadbandservicedesk@pdst.ie. 

This school is included in the National Broadband Plan Intervention Area Plan for which 
implementation is now underway, and as announced recently, the provision of high speed con-
nectivity to the almost 700 primary schools in that area is to be accelerated for delivery by the 
end of 2022. My Department is engaging with the Department of Environment, Climate and 
Communications on the intervention area implementation, including the Schools Broadband 
Connection Points Programme.  When the high speed infrastructure is in place for this school 
through the NBP, the service will be upgraded to the school through the Schools Broadband 
Programme.

13/01/2021WRS03200School Transport

13/01/2021WRS03300422. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education if school transport will be 
provided for a student (details supplied) in County Mayo in view of the fact that the student is 
entitled to school transport; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44674/20]

13/01/2021WRS03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8kms from and are attending their 
nearest Post Primary School/Education Centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, 
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having regard to ethos and language. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and 
payment process on time have been accommodated on school transport services for the 2020/21 
school year where such services are in operation. The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 
school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020. 

Bus Eireann has confirmed that the child to whom the Deputy refers is eligible for School 
Transport. Medical card details for School Transport for the 2020/2021 school year were re-
ceived on 7th July 2020.  As this is a family account there are two other siblings associated with 
the account.  Payment details for these siblings were submitted on 8th September 2020 and as 
such were submitted late. In addition Bus Éireann has confirmed that the service was operating 
at capacity at the time payment was made. 

Late applicants and/or families who pay late are not guaranteed a seat and will only be al-
located a seat if capacity is available once seats are allocated to those families who applied and 
paid on time for transport services for the 2020/2021 school year. In addition, payments or sub-
mission of medical card details for Post-Primary seats completed or made after 4th August 2020 
will be only considered when 50% capacity, required by Covid19 public health guidelines, is 
achieved on each route.

13/01/2021WRS03500School Transport

13/01/2021WRS03600423. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education if school transport will be 
provided to a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44675/20]

13/01/2021WRS03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8kms from and are attending their 
nearest Post Primary School/Education Centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, 
having regard to ethos and language. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and 
payment process on time have been accommodated on school transport services for the 2020/21 
school year where such services are in operation. The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 
school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020. 

Bus Eireann has confirmed, that the child to whom the Deputy refers is eligible for School 
Transport. The family applied for School Transport on 7th September 2020 and payment was 
received on 8th September 2020 and as such both the application and payment were submitted 
late.  

Late applicants and/or families who pay late are not guaranteed a seat and will only be al-
located a seat if capacity is available once seats are allocated to those families who applied and 
paid on time for transport services for the 2020/2021 school year. In addition, payments or sub-
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mission of medical card details for Post-Primary seats completed or made after 4th August 2020 
will be only considered when 50% capacity, required by Covid19 public health guidelines, is 
achieved on each route. 

13/01/2021WRS03800School Accommodation

13/01/2021WRS03900424. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if an application by a school 
(details supplied) in County Kerry will be taken into consideration. [44685/20]

13/01/2021WRS04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy, that my De-
partment is in receipt of an application under the Additional School Accommodation Scheme, 
from the school in question. Officials from my Department have recently communicated with 
the school authority and are awaiting a response, when received the assessment will be finalised 
and a decision will be conveyed directly to the school authority.

13/01/2021WRS04100Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRS04200425. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education the status of a school build-
ing project for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44730/20]

13/01/2021WRS04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school referred to by the Deputy 
moved to its permanent site in September 2020 in suitable interim accommodation.  

In relation to the permanent school building project for the school, a tender process is ongo-
ing for the establishment of a new framework of contractors for delivery of a bundle of design 
and build projects which is expected to be completed in Quarter 1 of 2021. Is is expected that 
in Quarter 2 of 2021, this school building project will be included in a subsequent bundle of 
projects to be tendered to the new framework.   

Pending delivery of the permanent building project, my Department will continue to address 
the interim accommodation needs of the school on its permanent site.

13/01/2021WRS04400School Accommodation

13/01/2021WRS04500426. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Education the status of the construc-
tion of a planned large extension to a school (details supplied); and when she expects construc-
tion to commence. [44744/20]

13/01/2021WRS04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that 
funding was approved under the Additional Accommodation Scheme 2019 to enable the school 
in question to build six general classrooms, a three-classroom SEN base, one SET room, one 
Science Lab with prep area and 1 Tech Graphic/DCG room.  

I can confirm that this project recently received my Department’s approval to go to plan-
ning, and the Department now awaits a post planning (developed design) report from the school 
for review.

At this early stage, it is not possible to predict when a significant school building project 
of this nature will go to construction, nor when it will be completed, as progress depends upon 
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many contingent factors that can arise.

13/01/2021WRS04700Teaching Qualifications

13/01/2021WRS04800427. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education if, before taking up 
a teaching position in Ireland having qualified in another country, it is a requirement to have 
completed the newly qualified teacher, NQT, year in the country of qualification; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44747/20]

13/01/2021WRS04900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise that the Teaching Coun-
cil has statutory responsibility for registering qualified teachers in addition to establishing pro-
cedures for induction processes.

Fully qualified teachers who have qualified outside of the Republic of Ireland are eligible to 
apply for registration with the Teaching Council. All applications from teachers who qualified 
abroad are processed in line with the EU Directive 2005/36/EC.

A person deemed to be a fully qualified teacher has completed a recognised teacher educa-
tion qualification and any required programme of induction/period of post-qualification em-
ployment in the country in which they qualified and can provide an official letter from the 
relevant teacher registration body/Competent Authority or Ministry of Education confirming 
recognition as a fully qualified teacher in the State/ country.

Due to the exceptional circumstances presented by the Covid-19 emergency, the Teaching 
Council accepted applications from primary and post-primary teachers, up to 30 October 2020, 
who had qualified outside of Ireland but who had not completed the required period of induc-
tion in the country in which they qualified. 

It is recommended that any teacher who wishes to clarify their particular situation should 
make contact directly with the Teaching Council. Queries to the Council may be sent by email 
to conditions@teachingcouncil.ie and a teacher should ensure to include their full name and 
Teaching Council registration number. 

13/01/2021WRS05000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRS05100428. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education if revised guidance will 
be provided to schools on ventilation over the winter months; if additional funding will be pro-
vided to schools for the purchase of air monitoring systems; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [44748/20]

13/01/2021WRS05200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Practical steps for the deployment of 
good ventilation practices was provided to the school system in August in the context of re-
opening for September 2020.

On foot of updated HSPC guidance this guidance has recently been reviewed and was cir-
culated to the education partners for their feedback. The updated guidance has now been pub-
lished. 

In terms of good ventilation practices in schools it is important, particularly as we get fur-
ther into winter that we achieve an appropriate balance between good ventilation and comfort.

The overall approach for schools should be to have windows open as fully as possible when 
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classrooms are not in use (for example during break-times, lunch-times and at the end of each 
school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use to achieve appropriate air flow.

It is worth noting that windows do not need to be open as wide in windy/colder weather in 
order to achieve the same level of airflow into the classroom.

As part of managing comfort levels in classrooms, schools should check that their heating 
systems are set at the recommended manufacturer’s guidance levels to maximise the avail-
able heat to the school.  In addition, heating should operate for extended periods during colder 
weather to counteract, as best as possible, the impact of windows being open (partially when 
classrooms in use and fully when not in use) in order to maintain an appropriate balance be-
tween ventilation and comfort levels.  

My Department has reviewed the HPSC guidance that consideration be given to installing 
an indoor air quality monitor in classrooms.  The purpose of a monitor in this context is to as-
sist in determining when windows should be opened.  It should be noted that an air monitor 
would not increase the air temperature in a classroom. As reflected in the updated guidance, my 
Department has concluded that windows are likely to be required to be open at a frequency out-
lined earlier to ensure appropriate levels of ventilation in the classroom irrespective of whether 
the opening of windows is prompted through the indoor air quality monitor (re-active approach) 
or through the pro-active approach outlined in the guidance. This has been agreed with the 
partners in education. While this matter (and supporting data) will be kept under review, my 
Department does not consider it necessary for schools to install such monitors in classrooms, 
where the practical steps outlined in the update guidance are applied. However, it is a matter for 
individual schools to consider whether they wish to use some of their minor works grant fund-
ing for this purpose or alternatively schools may wish to use some of their minor works grant 
funding for provision of permanent background ventilation, where required.

13/01/2021WRS05300School Transport

13/01/2021WRS05400429. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education when parents will re-
ceive payments under the school transport grant; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44749/20]

13/01/2021WRS05500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. The purpose of my 
Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available resources, to support the 
transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their nearest school. 

In the current school year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with spe-
cial educational needs, are transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

Special Transport Grants under the terms of the School Transport Scheme for Children with 
Special Educational Needs are processed throughout the year as and when they are received in 
the School Transport Section with the majority of grants being paid during the summer months.     

With regard to transport arrangements for the Summer Programme 2020, my Department 
committed to providing grant funding to support families with the cost of transport arrange-
ments for those children who were eligible for school transport and who were approved to 
participate in the school based Summer Programme. 

School Transport Section has commenced processing payment of these grants to families 
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who are eligible and payments will continue to be processed in the coming weeks.  

13/01/2021WRS05600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRS05700430. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in the 
country currently experiencing outbreaks of Covid-19. [44760/20]

13/01/2021WRS05800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School communities have worked in-
credibly hard to operate safely under Covid-19. The Government has always been guided by 
public health advice in relation to what is safe in schools. NPHET remain of the view that 
schools are low risk environments but recognise there is a need to reduce activity and move-
ment to curb the spread of the virus. Regrettably all schools will remain closed to students from 
Monday 11 January.

As of 2nd January a total of 1137 education facilities (primary, post primary and special 
education facilities) have undergone mass testing following Public Health Risk Assessment. 

The positivity rate of close contacts testing in educational facilities including primary, post-
primary and special educational needs facilities as of this date is 2.7 % with 330,643 close con-
tacts tested. This low positivity rate has led in the main to a group of students or a class having 
to restrict their movements in line with public health advice rather than school closures.  

13/01/2021WRS05900DEIS Scheme

13/01/2021WRS06000431. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Education if DEIS status will be al-
located to a school (details supplied) in County Longford; if she will consider the strains on 
resources, the dramatic job restructuring in the area at present and the fact that the student popu-
lation in the school comprises homes in which 27% are lone parents, 44% are social protection 
recipients and 37% English as an additional language, EAL; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [44762/20]

13/01/2021WRS06100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is in the final stages of 
refinement of the new DEIS identification model, based on school enrolment data and the latest 
data available from Census 2016 using the HP Deprivation Index. A detailed quality analysis 
of the data has been carried out by members of the DEIS Technical Group which contains rep-
resentatives of the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion Units, the Inspectorate and the 
Educational Research Centre. The work of this group is at an advanced stage and a consultation 
process with education stakeholder representatives on the technical aspect and implementation 
of this model has commenced. It is envisaged that this will then provide the basis for develop-
ment of a DEIS resource allocation system to match resources to identified need.

I am confident that the culmination of this work will facilitate the ultimate aim of matching 
resources to identified need and will allow us to target extra resources at those schools most 
in need. Until this work is complete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any 
further schools.

13/01/2021WRS06200Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRS06300432. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education if her Department or State 
agencies under the aegis of her Department have awarded contracts to a company (details sup-
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plied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered for; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [44782/20]

13/01/2021WRS06400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has not awarded con-
tracts to the named company between 2016 and 2020.  

Enquiries have also been made with the bodies under the aegis of my Department and no 
contracts were awarded by them to the named company between 2016 and 2020. 

13/01/2021WRS06500State Examinations

13/01/2021WRS06600433. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Education when guidance will be is-
sued on the leaving certificate 2021; if she foresees changes from a traditional leaving certifi-
cate, given the significant disruption to fifth year students during 2020; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44809/20]

13/01/2021WRS06700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations.

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.
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Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.  

13/01/2021WRS06800Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRS06900434. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education the number of capital project 
contracts final accounts that have exceeded the tender value by more than 20% in each of the 
years 2010 to 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44812/20]

13/01/2021WRS07000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The information requested by the Deputy 
is not readily available in the format requested.  However, the information is being collated by 
officials in my Department and will be made available to the Deputy in due course.
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13/01/2021WRS07100School Admissions

13/01/2021WRS07200435. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education her views on whether a school 
admissions policy that states a written request should be made to the principal of the school 
(details supplied) and provides no further information is in compliance with section 62(7)(n) of 
the Education Act 1998, which requires schools to publish an admission policy that provides 
details of the school’s arrangements in respect of any student who wants to attend religious 
instruction or in cases of students under 18 years of age in which it is the wish of the parents of 
the student. [44825/20]

13/01/2021WRS07300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to school admissions, it is the 
responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in 
accordance with the Education Acts, 1998-2018. 

On 14th January 2020 a number of sections of the Admission to Schools act were com-
menced introducing new laws around admission to schools which became operational on 1 
February 2020. These provisions including the requirement for schools to set out arrangements 
for students that do not wish to attend religious instruction, apply to the admission processes for 
the 2021/2022 school year onwards. Circular 7/2020, (Commencement of Certain Sections of 
the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018) requires each school authority to familiarise 
themselves with the requirements of the act and to have in place the necessary policy, proce-
dures and practices to ensure compliance with it. 

Under the provisions of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018, all schools are 
required to have drafted new admissions policies, which have been approved by the patron, fol-
lowing consultation with staff and parents of children who are attending the school.  The newly 
revised school’s admissions policy is published on the schools website. 

The manner in which any school ensures that the right to opt out of religion classes is upheld 
is a matter for the school concerned. Each individual school must determine the particular ar-
rangements which are most appropriate in its individual circumstances having regard to local 
issues such as available space, supervision requirements and how the school concerned organ-
ises classes etc. 

13/01/2021WRS07400School Curriculum

13/01/2021WRS07500436. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education if a child will receive an 
Irish exemption (details supplied) due to the excessive waiting time for an assessment of need 
and the changes made to the qualifying criteria during this period; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44834/20]

13/01/2021WRS07600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department’s policy is that the grant-
ing of an exemption from the study of Irish may only be granted in the exceptional circum-
stances outlined in Circulars 0052/2019 and 0053/2019 as relevant.  It is important to state that 
the granting of an exemption from the study of Irish should not be a key factor in planning for 
the provision of special education teaching for a pupil. 

The circumstances of this case have been reviewed by my officials and the Principal of the 
school is being advised that an exemption may be granted in the very specific and particular 
circumstances of this case.  A response has issued to the school. 
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13/01/2021WRT00200National Educational Psychological Service

13/01/2021WRT00300437. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education the number of children in 
post-primary schools awaiting initial appointments for the National Educational Psychological 
Service by county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44835/20]

13/01/2021WRT00400438. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education the number of children 
in primary schools awaiting initial appointments for the National Educational Psychological 
Service by county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44836/20]

13/01/2021WRT00500439. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education the average waiting time 
for children in post-primary schools awaiting initial appointments for the National Educational 
Psychological Service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44837/20]

13/01/2021WRT00600440. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education the average waiting time 
for children in primary schools awaiting initial appointments for the National Educational Psy-
chological Service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44838/20]

13/01/2021WRT00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 437 to 
440, inclusive, together.

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) is the psychological service of my 
Department.  It is a school-based service with an overall objective of providing an educational 
psychology service to all schools, through the application of psychological theory and practice, 
to support the well-being, and academic, social and emotional development of all learners.  
NEPS prioritises support for learners at risk of educational disadvantage and those with special 
educational needs.  

In common with many other psychological services and best international practice, NEPS 
has adopted a consultative model of service.  This model does not operate on a waiting lists 
basis.  The NEPS Model of Service is one where there is a balance between consultation and 
casework about individual children, and support and development work with school personnel. 
This model is based on what the research shows is effective in the application of psychology 
and facilitates a number of ways for psychologists to engage with schools. The needs of chil-
dren and young people are met most effectively where parents, teachers and psychologist work 
collaboratively, consulting with each other with regard to the issue or concern. Other agencies 
and other staff in the school may also be involved.  This could for example include a special 
education teacher, SNA or personnel from the NCSE.  The focus is on empowering teachers to 
intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild to severe and transient to endur-
ing. 

NEPS encourages and supports schools to use a continuum based assessment and interven-
tion process whereby each school takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational plan-
ning and intervention for pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers 
may consult their NEPS psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in 
the event of a failure to make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consul-
tation with NEPS, will the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive 
intervention or assessment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention. 
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13/01/2021WRT01100Educational Disadvantage

13/01/2021WRT01200441. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Education if DEIS status can be applied to 
a school (details supplied) on socioeconomic grounds considering the economic difficulties in 
the area at present; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44841/20]

13/01/2021WRT01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is in the final stages 
of refinement of the new DEIS identification model, based on school enrolment data and the lat-
est data available from Census 2016 using the HP Deprivation Index. A detailed quality analysis 
of the data has been carried out by members of the DEIS Technical Group.  The work of this 
group is at an advanced stage and a consultation process with education stakeholder representa-
tives on the technical aspect and implementation of this model has commenced. It is envisaged 
that this will then provide the basis for development of a DEIS resource allocation system to 
match resources to identified need.

I am confident that the culmination of this work will facilitate the ultimate aim of matching 
resources to identified need and will allow us to target extra resources at those schools most in 
need. Until this work is complete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any fur-
ther schools.

13/01/2021WRT01400School Accommodation

13/01/2021WRT01500442. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Education the status of the provision of 
permanent buildings for two schools (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44844/20]

13/01/2021WRT01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The projects for the first two schools re-
ferred to by the Deputy are being delivered under my Department’s Design & Build programme. 
The tender process to establish the new Design & Build Contractors Framework commenced 
on the 4 December 2019. The second stage of the tender process which involves the detailed 
tender for several schools has commenced and is expected to be concluded in Quarter one 2021. 

The building project for the first school referred to by the Deputy is included in the first 
bundle of projects currently being tendered to this new Framework. This is the earliest that the 
project can be tendered. 

It is my Department’s intention that the construction of the new 1,000 pupil school will be 
phased to provide permanent accommodation as early as possible in the 2021/22 school year 
with the second phase of the new school being completed before the start of the 2022/23 school 
year.

The project for the second school referred to by the Deputy is at planning stage. A Notifica-
tion to Grant planning was received on 4 December 2020 and the final grant of planning is now 
awaited.  As with all school building projects, the exact timeframe for delivery of the school 
will be dependent on the grant of planning permission. It is intended that this project will pro-
ceed to tender as early as possible in 2021. 

13/01/2021WRT01700Teaching Qualifications

13/01/2021WRT01800443. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education her plans to amend 
circular 52/2013 to allow those who have completed a two-year level 9 qualification in special 
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and inclusive education to take on a role in special education (details supplied). [44870/20]

13/01/2021WRT01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The recruitment and appointment of 
teachers to fill teaching posts is a matter for the individual school authority, subject to pro-
cedures agreed under Section 24(3) of the Education Act 1998 (as amended by the Education 
(Amendment) Act 2012).

In accordance with Department Circular 31/ 2011, and Circular 44/2019 which are avail-
able on the Department’s website under www.education.ie, schools are required to employ ap-
propriately qualified and registered teachers. Circular 31/ 2011 and Circular 44/2019 details a 
cascade of measures for the recruitment of teachers, prioritising registered teachers over retired 
registered teachers and unregistered people.

13/01/2021WRT02000Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRT02100444. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education the progress of a school building 
project (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44874/20]

13/01/2021WRT02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy will be aware, a major 
project for the school in question is included in my Department’s building programme to be de-
livered as part of the National Development Plan (NDP). The accommodation brief for a 1,000 
pupil school is currently being finalised.

I also wish to advise that in order to meet the immediate accommodation needs of the 
school, interim accommodation has been approved in principle. I can confirm the Patron is 
currently tendering for the interim accommodation and it is envisaged that this accommodation 
will be in place for September 2021.

13/01/2021WRT02300School Admissions

13/01/2021WRT02400445. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to concerns of parents regarding the lack of post-primary school places available in the 
Killester, Raheny, Clontarf, Drumcondra, Marino and Dublin 1 school planning areas for the 
2021-2022 academic year; if her attention has been further drawn to the fact that existing post-
primary schools in the area are oversubscribed and have waiting lists for 2021; the actions she 
plans to take to deal with this issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44894/20]

13/01/2021WRT02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my De-
partment is aware of increasing pressures and demand for additional post-primary school places 
in a number of school planning areas including school planning areas referred to by the Deputy.

Where capacity issues arise it may not be as a result of lack of accommodation but may be 
driven by the following factors:

-  Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place  to a number of schools in 
the area

-  School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

-  Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school 
there are not available to all pupils
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-  External draw –  pupils coming from outside the local area

Until these issues are discussed with the relevant school authorities the true extent of any 
capacity issue will only become known.

Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department is 
engaging with patron bodies, including patrons in North Co. Dublin, to identify particular ca-
pacity requirements for the forthcoming year(s) which may necessitate action including, where 
required, the provision of modular accommodation solutions.  

13/01/2021WRT02600School Transport

13/01/2021WRT02700446. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education when a person (details supplied) 
will receive payment under the July provision scheme; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44906/20]

13/01/2021WRT02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

With regard to transport arrangements for the Summer Programme, my Department com-
mitted to providing grant funding to support families with the cost of transport arrangements 
for those children who were eligible for school transport and who were approved to participate 
in the school based Summer Programme. 

School Transport Section has commenced processing payment of these grants to families 
who are eligible and payments will continue to be processed in the coming weeks.  Payment to 
the family referred to by the Deputy will be made in the coming weeks.

13/01/2021WRT02900Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRT03000447. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education her plans to pro-
vide a new school building for a school (details supplied); if a site has been agreed; if so, the 
location of the site; and when construction will begin. [44939/20]

13/01/2021WRT03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is committed to the pro-
vision of a new school building for the school referred to by the Deputy. A new site is required 
to facilitate this and my Department is considering a potential option in this regard and are in 
discussions with the relevant stakeholders.

When these discussions are concluded my Department will be in further contact with the 
school authority.

13/01/2021WRT03200Schools Building Projects
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13/01/2021WRT03300448. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Education the status of 
a school (details supplied); the status of the planning application by the school; the projected 
timeline for the tendering and construction process; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44944/20]

13/01/2021WRT03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school building project for the school 
in question is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build programme.

The design is nearing completion and the Project Manager for the Design & Build pro-
gramme is working towards submission of the planning application.  An on-line meeting will 
be organised before the planning application is lodged so that the plans can be discussed and 
viewed by the school representatives.  Until such time as planning permission has been secured, 
it will not be possible to provide a timeline for progression of the project to tender and construc-
tion stages.

13/01/2021WRT03500Schools Designation

13/01/2021WRT03600449. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Education the process for 
setting up a new school; the way in which a particular area is identified; the timelines in place to 
ensure a timely delivery of a school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44945/20]

13/01/2021WRT03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this in-
formation, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.   Major new 
residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter demand in that 
area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages with each of 
the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date information on significant new residential develop-
ment in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is keeping 
pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned new 
residential development.

 Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

-  Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

-  Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

-  Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, since April 2018, the Government has announced plans for the 
establishment of 47 new schools over the 4 year period 2019 to 2022. 

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons. Parental preferences from parents of children who reside in the school planning areas 
concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these areas, are key to 
decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  The Online Patronage Process System 
(OPPS) has been developed by my Department to provide objective information to parents 
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and guardians which will allow them to make an informed choice in expressing a preference 
for their preferred model of patronage and language of instruction i.e. Irish or English for their 
child’s education. 

The timeline for delivering the permanent accommodation for a new school varies as it 
is subject to a range of factors such as identifying and acquiring a suitable site, designing the 
school and engaging with relevant local authority in preparation for an application for planning 
permission, planning process including in some cases appeals to An Bord Pleanála, tendering 
for and constructing the school. Following the announcement of a new school and while plan-
ning and delivery of permanent accommodation for the school is progressing arrangements are 
made for suitable interim accommodation to be provided pending the delivery of the permanent 
accommodation.

13/01/2021WRT03800Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRT03900450. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education the status of an applica-
tion by a school (details supplied) for a school extension; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [44957/20]

13/01/2021WRT04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy, that my De-
partment is in receipt of an application under the Additional School Accommodation Scheme, 
from the school in question. Officials from my Department have recently communicated with 
the school authority and are awaiting a response, when received the assessment will be finalised 
and a decision will be conveyed directly to the school authority.

13/01/2021WRT04100National Educational Psychological Service

13/01/2021WRT04200451. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the NEPS psychologist designated for a school (details supplied) is cur-
rently on maternity leave and has not been replaced; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [44964/20]

13/01/2021WRT04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I have made enquiries in relation to the 
school referred to by the Deputy.  While the assigned psychologist is on maternity leave, the 
school continues to have access to critical incident and advisory support from NEPS and pupil 
casework via the Scheme for the Commissioning of Psychological Assessments (SCPA). A 
member of the local NEPS team undertakes the role of advisory psychologist to respond to que-
ries that the school may have. The school has been advised to contact the NEPS administration 
staff in the NEPS Kilkenny Office if they need to consult with a NEPS psychologist.   

In addition to casework, NEPS psychologists work with school staff, to build their capability 
to support the well-being, and academic, social and emotional development of all pupils.  NEPS 
has developed advice and resources for schools, parents and pupils to support the well-being 
of students during the pandemic.  Schools are supported by the provision of a range of further 
guidance and support from my Department’s Support Services and from agencies, including the 
Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST), the Tusla Education Support Service 
(TESS) and HSE Services. These resources and supports are available to all schools.

13/01/2021WRT04400School Admissions
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13/01/2021WRT04500452. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education her plans to increase 
the availability of school places for children with a disability; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [44971/20]

13/01/2021WRT04600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): It is my belief that children with special educational needs should receive their education 
in placements which are appropriate to their needs alongside their peers wherever possible un-
less such an approach would be inconsistent with the best interests of the individual child or 
other children in the school. 

This approach is consistent with the provisions of the Education for Persons with Special 
Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004.  

My Department’s policy is therefore to provide for the inclusive education of children with 
special educational needs in mainstream schools. The majority of children with special needs 
attend mainstream education with additional supports.  

This policy is supported by significant investment by Government, €2bn or 20% of the total 
education spend.  This funds the provision of additional teachers, special needs assistants and 
other supports required to enable children with special needs to access education. 

Only where it has been assessed that the child is unable to be supported in mainstream edu-
cation, are special class placements or special school placements recommended and provided 
for.

It is therefore not the case that special educational placements are required to support all 
children with special educational needs, nor is it intended that this should be the case. 

My Department will continue to provide for a continuum of provision, which includes spe-
cial class and special school places for children who have been assessed as needing such place-
ments.

The Department’s school building programme is focused on providing the additional school 
places to ensure that every child, including children with special needs, has a school place. 
This includes opening new schools and extending existing schools in areas where more school 
places are needed to meet the growing number of children living in these areas.

Funding is also available to schools to establish special classes within existing accommoda-
tion. Schools may apply for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces in their building to 
accommodate the class or to construct additional accommodation.

13/01/2021WRT04700Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRT04800453. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Education the criteria a school must 
meet to start an ASD class; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44991/20]

13/01/2021WRT04900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): It is open to any school to make an application to the National Council for Special Edu-
cation (NCSE) for the establishment of specialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of 
supports, including capital funding, is made available to the school. 

In considering such applications, the NSCE considers the current provision in the area, if 
there is a sustainable demand for additional specialist provision and how best this demand can 
be met having regard to the availability of suitable school accommodation, the needs and loca-



Questions - Written Answers

240

tion of the children concerned.  

My Department is not involved in adjudicating on the applications received by the NCSE 
from schools. 

13/01/2021WRT05000Schools Site Acquisitions

13/01/2021WRT05100454. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education if a permanent site has 
been found for a school (details supplied); if so, the location of same; and when such informa-
tion will issue. [44994/20]

13/01/2021WRT05200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy may be aware, since April 
2018 the Government has announced 47 new schools to be established over a four year period 
(2019 - 2022) including the new primary school referred to by the Deputy.  This school was 
established in 2019 under the patronage of Educate Together following a patronage process.  

The school opened in interim accommodation pending the delivery of its permanent build-
ing. 

The Department is working on the identification of a permanent site for the school and will 
be in contact with the school authority as quickly as possible.

13/01/2021WRT05300Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRT05400455. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education if consideration will be 
given to establishing a working group or taskforce in County Cork to come up with recommen-
dations for preschool enrolment in 2021 given the difficulties with special education provision 
in the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45042/20]

13/01/2021WRT05500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government. 

This year, over 20% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in supporting 
children with special educational needs.   As a result, the numbers of special education teachers, 
SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels. 

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.  

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is planning a further expan-
sion of special class and special school places nationally, to meet identified need. This process 
is ongoing. 

Notwithstanding the extent of the investment in special education and the supports which 
have been put in place, I am also very conscious that there are some parts of the country, in-
cluding Cork, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a 
shortage of school places. 

I can assure the Deputy that NCSE is acutely aware of these concerns and is continuing its 
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engagement with schools, patron bodies, parents and other stakeholders to bring the required 
additional special education placements on stream. 

My Department will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the 
necessary funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an 
education and I want to reassure you that the delivery of the necessary additional provision is 
being progressed as an absolute priority.

13/01/2021WRT05600Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRT05700456. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education the number of children 
with an ASD diagnosis being educated in mainstream classrooms by county in tabular form; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45043/20]

13/01/2021WRT05800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): I wish to advise the Deputy that Special Education Teachers support the mainstream class 
teacher by providing additional teaching support for pupils with special educational needs, or 
additional learning needs, in schools.

DES Circular 007/2019 for primary schools and 008/2019 for post primary schools set out 
the details of the model for allocating special education teachers to schools.

The Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for special 
educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational profile. 
This model has replaced the previous model of allocating resource teaching support and learn-
ing support to schools.

The Special Education Teacher allocation, allows schools to provide additional teaching 
support for all pupils who require such support in their schools and for schools to deploy re-
sources based on each pupil’s individual learning needs.

It gives greater flexibility to schools as to how they can deploy their resources, to take ac-
count of the actual learning needs pupils have, as opposed to being guided by a particular diag-
nosis of disability, and schools are guided as to how they should make such allocation decisions.

The school will take account of learning needs of children as evidenced by performance in 
schools but also supported where relevant by information provided regarding the nature of a 
condition that a pupil may have.

The Department of Education and Skills has published guidelines for schools as to how they 
should utilise and deploy their resources under the new allocation model, which are available 
at www.education.ie. 

The guidelines support schools in how they identify pupils for additional teaching support 
and decide how much support to provide for pupils who need it.  

Under the special education teacher allocation model schools are frontloaded with resourc-
es, based on each schools profile, to provide supports immediately to those pupils who need it 
without delay.

Children who need support can have that support provided immediately rather than having 
to wait for a diagnosis.

Children do not have to be labelled with a particular condition to qualify for extra teaching 
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assistance.

The model gives greater freedom to schools to give extra teaching help to the pupils who 
most need it, regardless of their diagnosis.

Schools also do not have to give a set amount of time to pupils based on their disability cat-
egory. They can give the most assistance to the pupils who need the support most and allocate 
resources based on needs.

Children who have additional learning needs in school, including children with Autism who 
are attending mainstream schools, may receive additional teaching support in schools.

However, as special education teaching support is now allocated to individual pupils at lo-
cal school level, my Department does not hold details of the number of pupils with particular 
conditions of SEN who are supported in mainstream schools.

I can advise however, that the National Council for Special education (NCSE), an indepen-
dent agency of my Department, is responsible for planning, coordinating and advising on edu-
cation provision for children with special educational needs in consultation with the relevant 
education partners and the Health Service Executive (HSE).

The NCSE’s policy advice on Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (2016) 
noted a national ASD prevalence rate of 1.55% or 1 in every 65 students. 

There were 567,716 students enrolled in Primary schools and 371,450 students enrolled in 
Post Primary schools in the 2019/20 school year. Enrolment data for the 2020/21 year will be 
available later in the year.

13/01/2021WRT05900Schools Site Acquisitions

13/01/2021WRT06000457. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education if her Department will 
ensure that a permanent location is provided for a school (details supplied) at the Malahide 
Broomfield site that was identified in 2018; and if the school build will be accelerated given the 
serious need for a permanent building. [45050/20]

13/01/2021WRT06100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, the building 
project for the school in question is included in my Department’s capital programme. 

The acquisition of a permanent site for Malahide Portmarnock ETNS is at a very advanced 
stage of conveyancing. Once all contractual matters have been finalised the site will be assessed 
for Architectural Planning.

While a site acquisition process is underway, given the commercial sensitivities associated 
with land acquisitions generally I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

13/01/2021WRT06200School Admissions

13/01/2021WRT06300458. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education if it will be ensured that 
students from a school (details supplied) will have equal access to second-level schools in the 
same manner that students from other primary schools in the area have. [45051/20]

13/01/2021WRT06400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to school admissions, it is the 
responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in 
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accordance with the Education Act, 1998 and the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018. 
My Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, 
cater for all pupils seeking school places in that area. 

Under the provisions of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018, all schools are 
required to have drafted new admissions policies, which have been approved by the patron, fol-
lowing consultation with staff and parents of children who are attending the school.  The newly 
revised school’s admissions policy is published on the schools website. It is a key requirement 
of the act that all school admission policies are fair and transparent. 

Parents have the right to choose which school to apply to and where the school has places 
available the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where there are more applicants 
than places available, a selection process will be necessary. This selection process and the en-
rolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in 
respect of all applicants. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in the 
school of their first choice.

The act requires schools to clearly set out their selection criteria in their admission policies. 
Schools have discretion in relation to their admission criteria and how they are applied.  The 
criteria to be applied by schools and the order of priority are a matter for the schools themselves. 
My Department does not seek to intervene in the selection criterion that is applied by schools. 

13/01/2021WRT06500School Enrolments

13/01/2021WRT06600459. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education if she will commit to in-
creasing the number of second-level places by 2022 by prioritising the building of schools 
(details supplied) in addition to the extension to a school. [45052/20]

13/01/2021WRT06700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my 
Department is aware of increasing pressures and demand for additional post-primary school 
places in a number of school planning areas, including the school planning areas referred to by 
the Deputy.

Where capacity issues arise it may not be as a result of lack of accommodation but may be 
driven by the following factors:

-  Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in 
the area

-  School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

-  Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school 
there are not available to all pupils

-  External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area

Until these issues are discussed with the relevant school authorities, the true extent of any 
capacity issue will only become known.

Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department is 
engaging with patron bodies, including in the areas in question, to identify particular capac-
ity requirements for the forthcoming year(s) which may necessitate action.  
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The projects for the first two schools referred to by the Deputy are being delivered under 
my Department’s Design & Build programme. The tender process to establish the new Design 
& Build Contractors Framework commenced on the 4 December 2019. The second stage of the 
tender process which involves the detailed tender for several schools has commenced and is 
expected to be concluded in Quarter one 2021. 

The building project for the first school referred to by the Deputy is included in the first 
bundle of projects currently being tendered to this new Framework. This is the earliest that the 
project can be tendered. 

It is my Department’s intention that the construction of the new 1,000 pupil school will be 
phased to provide permanent accommodation as early as possible in the 2021/22 school year 
with the second phase of the new school being completed before the start of the 2022/23 school 
year.

The project for the second school referred to by the Deputy is at planning stage. A Notifica-
tion to Grant planning was received on 4 December 2020 and the final grant of planning is now 
awaited.  As with all school building projects, the exact timeframe for delivery of the school 
will be dependent on the grant of planning permission. It is intended that this project will pro-
ceed to tender as early as possible in 2021. 

The project for the third school referred to by the Deputy will provide for a long-term pro-
jected enrolment of 1,000 students, and is currently at Stage 1 of Architectural Planning – Site 
Suitability, Site Report and Initial Sketch Scheme.

13/01/2021WRT06800Schools Data

13/01/2021WRT06900460. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education her views on a matter 
(details supplied) regarding secondary schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45087/20]

13/01/2021WRT07000512. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if she will respond to cor-
respondence received (details supplied) in respect of the reopening of schools; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1622/21]

13/01/2021WRT07100513. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if she will address a matter 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding the reopening of schools; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1623/21]

13/01/2021WRT07200514. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if she will address a matter 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding the reopening of schools; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1624/21]

13/01/2021WRT07300528. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if a reply will issue to cor-
respondence (details supplied) regarding the reopening of schools; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1717/21]

13/01/2021WRT07400530. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education if she will address matters 
raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1729/21]

13/01/2021WRT07500531. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education if she will address matters 
raised in correspondence (details supplied). [1733/21]
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13/01/2021WRT07600532. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education if she will address concerns 
regarding the reopening of special education classes in schools (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1737/21]

13/01/2021WRT07700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 460, 
512 to 514, inclusive, 528, and 530 to 532, inclusive, together.

School communities have worked incredibly hard to operate safely under Covid-19. The 
Government has always been guided by public health advice in relation to what is safe in 
schools. NPHET remain of the view that schools are low risk environments but recognise there 
is a need to reduce societal activity and movement to curb the spread of the virus at this time.

The Government decision, taken on 6 January, on foot of public health advice to reduce 
mobility in the community, was to close schools for the vast majority of students for a period 
of three weeks. The Government decided to prioritise in-person teaching and learning for two 
specific cohorts; pupils/ students attending special schools and classes and final year Leaving 
Certificate students. This decision was supported by the public health advice available to Gov-
ernment. 

The Government has decided to pause this limited reopening for these groups scheduled for 
the 11 January to allow for further engagements with education partners to ensure schools can 
continue to operate safely. As of Monday 11 January students, including children with special 
needs, should be provided with a programme of remote learning.

13/01/2021WRT07800School Transport

13/01/2021WRT07900461. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education if a child (details supplied) 
will be allocated a space on a school bus. [45122/20]

13/01/2021WRT08000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8kms from and are attending their 
nearest Post Primary School/Education Centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, 
having regard to ethos and language. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and 
payment process on time have been accommodated on school transport services for the 2020/21 
school year where such services are in operation. The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 
school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020. 

Bus Éireann has confirmed, that the child to whom the Deputy refers is eligible for School 
Transport. The family first applied for School Transport on 22nd April 2018 for the 2018/19 
school year. The pupil’s application was rolled over by Bus Éireann for the following years. 
However no payment was received from the family for the 2020/21 school year. For this reason 
the pupil was not issued with a ticket for the 2020/21 school year.  



Questions - Written Answers

246

Bus Éireann has also confirmed that 50% social distancing has been implemented on the 
service in question and that the service is currently operating at capacity.

13/01/2021WRU00200Special Educational Needs Staff

13/01/2021WRU00300462. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education if suitable SNA supports will 
be allocated to a person (details supplied). [45130/20]

13/01/2021WRU00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): The NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children 
with special educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. My Department 
does not have a role in making individual school determinations. Accordingly, the question has 
been referred to the NCSE for direct reply.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated.  

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

Schools have been notified of the arrangements for the allocation of SNA support in re-
spect of students in mainstream classes for 2020/21.  It is expected that schools will review 
and reprioritise the deployment of SNAs within mainstream settings and allocate resources to 
ensure those with the greatest level of need receive the greatest level of support. Providing ac-
cess to SNA support continues to be based on primary care needs as outlined in DES Circular 
0030/2014.

Schools may apply to the NCSE for additionality where they can demonstrate that the current 
SNA allocation does not meet additional care needs within the mainstream classes in the school. 
Applications for additionality arising from significant new or emerging additional care needs, 
which cannot be catered within existing allocations, will be dealt with by way of an exceptional 
review process.

The exceptional review process for mainstream allocations will be available to schools 
throughout the 2020/21 school year. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review 
process is published on the NCSE website www.ncse.ie. 

A school can appeal the outcome of an exceptional review and details of how to do this 
are here https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/GuidanceSchoolAppealing-Exceptional-
Review-outcome.docx.

13/01/2021WRU00500School Accommodation
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13/01/2021WRU00600463. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education if she will review correspon-
dence (details supplied) in reply to Parliamentary Question No. 510 of 24 November 2020; the 
position regarding the project in view of same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45140/20]

13/01/2021WRU00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my 
Department is committed to providing a permanent accommodation solution for the school 
referred to.

In this regard, a suitable site in Castleblayney to accommodate the permanent school build-
ing has been identified. The acquisition of this site has progressed well in recent weeks and is 
at a very advanced stage of conveyancing.

Once this acquisition process is complete, the project for the provision of a new permanent 
building will be progressed into the architectural planning process without delay.

13/01/2021WRU00800School Admissions

13/01/2021WRU00900464. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to the fact that children on the northside of Dublin will be faced with extended morning 
travel times due to lack of school places; the steps her Department is taking to address the short-
age in school places; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45148/20]

13/01/2021WRU01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my De-
partment is aware of increasing pressures and demand for additional school places in a number 
of school planning areas, including school planning areas in North Dublin.

Where capacity issues arise it may not be as a result of lack of accommodation but may be 
driven by the following factors:

-  Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in 
the area

-  School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

-  Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school 
they are not available to all pupils

-  External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area

Until these issues are discussed with the relevant school authorities the true extent of any 
capacity issue will only become known.

Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department is 
engaging with patron bodies, including patrons in North Dublin, to identify particular capac-
ity requirements for the forthcoming year(s) which may necessitate action including, where 
required, the provision of modular accommodation solutions.  

13/01/2021WRU01100State Examinations

13/01/2021WRU01200465. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question Nos. 120 of 17 September 2020 and 74 of 30 July 2020, the latest contingency plans 
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in relation to leaving certificate 2021; if greater certainty will be provided to leaving certificate 
2021 students regarding practical subjects and the format of exams in June 2021; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45194/20]

13/01/2021WRU01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
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ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

13/01/2021WRU01400School Accommodation

13/01/2021WRU01500466. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the measures she will take 
to address accommodation inadequacies at a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; the lat-
est interaction her Department has had with the school in relation to this matter; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [45195/20]

13/01/2021WRU01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to confirm to the Deputy, that an 
application for Major Capital Funding, has been received from the school in question.  Appli-
cations from schools for major capital works must be considered in the context of the demo-
graphic challenge facing the education system in the coming years.

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, in-
cluding accommodation for pupils with special educational needs, if required, for schools where 
an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an additional teacher has been ap-
pointed.  Details of schools listed on this programme can be found on my Department’s website 
www.education.ie and this information is updated regularly.  It is also open to the school in 
question to apply for funding under this scheme.

13/01/2021WRU01700Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRU01800467. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if she will include the 
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much-needed new primary school for Waterville, County Kerry in the new capital programme 
further to previous requests from this Deputy; if she will acknowledge that the existing building 
is unsuitable for modern educational purposes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45196/20]

13/01/2021WRU01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to confirm to the Deputy, that an 
application for Major Capital Funding, has been received from the school in question.  Appli-
cations from schools for major capital works must be considered in the context of the demo-
graphic challenge facing the education system in the coming years.

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, in-
cluding accommodation for pupils with special educational needs, if required, for schools where 
an immediate enrolment need has been identified or where an additional teacher has been ap-
pointed.  Details of schools listed on this programme can be found on my Department’s website 
www.education.ie and this information is updated regularly.  It is also open to the school in 
question to apply for funding under this scheme.

13/01/2021WRU02000School Enrolments

13/01/2021WRU02100468. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the action she is taking to 
address the unavailability of enrolment places for local children at a school (details supplied); if 
her attention has been drawn to the concerns of local children and parents who are being turned 
away from the school; if she has considered the overall circumstances in relation to secondary 
education provision in the mid-Kerry school catchment area; if she will take action to address 
the problem; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45197/20]

13/01/2021WRU02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy, that the 
question of enrolment in individual schools is the responsibility of the managerial authority of 
those schools. It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of schools to implement an 
enrolment policy in accordance with the Education Act 1998 and the Education (Admission to 
Schools) Act 2018. 

I would also advise the Deputy that where capacity issues arise, it may not be as a result of 
lack of accommodation but may be driven by the following factors:

-  Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in 
the area.

-  School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area.

-  Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school 
there are not available to all pupils

-  External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area.

Until these issues are discussed with the relevant school authorities the true extent of any 
capacity issue will only become known.

Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department is 
engaging with patron bodies, including those in the mid-Kerry area, to identify particular ca-
pacity requirements for the forthcoming year(s) which may necessitate action.
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13/01/2021WRU02300Special Educational Needs Staff

13/01/2021WRU02400469. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the turnaround times for 
exceptional reviews for SNAs for both new schools that have no SNAs and established schools 
with SNAs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1025/21]

13/01/2021WRU02500Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. The Department does not 
have a role in making individual school determinations. Accordingly, the question has been 
referred to the NCSE for direct reply.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated.  

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

Schools were notified of the arrangements for the allocation of SNA support in respect of 
students in mainstream classes for the current school year.  The arrangements include the fol-
lowing provisions:

-  2019/20 mainstream class SNA allocations were frozen, from the date of issue of Circular 
0030/2020, and have automatically rolled over into the current school year. This means that 
no school will receive an allocation less than that which they have on the date of issue of this 
Circular and existing SNAs currently in standard SNA posts were allowed to continue in these 
posts for the current school  year in the normal way.  

-  A diagnosis of a disability, or a psychological or other professional report, is not be neces-
sary for this process.  

-  The role of the SNA to support the care needs of students in mainstream classes, as set out 
in Circular 0030/2014, remains unchanged.   

It is expected that schools will review and reprioritise the deployment of SNAs within main-
stream settings and allocate resources to ensure those with the greatest level of need receive the 
greatest level of support. Providing access to SNA support continues to be based on primary 
care needs as outlined in DES Circular 0030/2014.

Schools may apply to the NCSE for additionality where they can demonstrate that the cur-
rent allocation does not meet additional care needs within the mainstream classes in the school. 
Applications for additionality arising from significant new or emerging additional care needs, 
which cannot be catered within existing allocations, are dealt with by way of the exceptional 
review process.  

The exceptional review process for mainstream allocations is available to schools through-
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out the current school year. 

The NCSE manages the exceptional review process and handles each case individually. 
Some review requests can be concluded as an office based exercise, whilst others require a 
school to be visited. The timeframe for concluding a review can vary depending on the school 
context or the nature of the information provided. However, schools with no current SNA al-
location are prioritised. Schools are advised in writing once the outcome of reviews are known. 

Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review process is published on the NCSE 
website www.ncse.ie. 

A school can appeal the outcome of an exceptional review and details of how to do this 
are here https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/GuidanceSchoolAppealing-Exceptional-
Review-outcome.docx.

13/01/2021WRU02600Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRU02700470. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education the timeline of works and 
proposed opening of a new autism spectrum disorder, ASD, school (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter.  [1034/21]

13/01/2021WRU02800Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): I am very pleased to have secured agreement to open a new special school at Scoil Colm. 
This is a much-needed development which will help to meet the demand for special school 
places in the area.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has identified that appropriate provi-
sion is currently required for approximately 40 special school places for students with autism 
and general learning disabilities in South Dublin.

This provision is required to be made available at the earliest possible date but no later than 
the beginning of the 2021/22 school-year.  

While the initial provision of 40 placements is intended to provide for those students identi-
fied by the NCSE, it is also intended that any remaining placements will be made available to 
children in South Dublin with complex needs that require special school placement.

The NCSE will determine the staffing level for the school in line with normal procedures.

My Department will also consider whatever other supports are necessary to ensure the 
school is in a position to cater for the needs of these students upon enrolment.

13/01/2021WRU02900Education Policy

13/01/2021WRU03000471. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Education the actions that have been un-
dertaken by her Department on foot of the recommendations of the Report on Tackling Child-
hood Obesity published by the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Children and Youth Affairs in 
November 2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1044/21]

13/01/2021WRU03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs Report on Tackling Childhood Obesity followed ten days of hearings 
from stakeholders, including a number of Government Departments, and the receipt of a num-
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ber of written submissions.  The Report contained 20 recommendations for action under a num-
ber of headings and was published in October 2018.

The principal policy instrument for combatting obesity in Ireland is ‘A Healthy Weight for 
Ireland’, the Obesity Policy and Action Plan (OPAP), which was launched in September 2016 
under the Healthy Ireland Framework.  The OPAP covers a 10-year period up to 2025 and aims 
to reverse obesity trends, prevent health complications and reduce the overall burden for indi-
viduals, families, the health system, and the wider society and economy.  The Plan is a whole-
of-government, cross-sectoral plan and recognises that obesity is a complex, multifaceted prob-
lem which needs a multi-pronged solution, with every sector of society playing its part.  The 
recommendations in the Joint Oireachtas Committee report are broadly aligned with the actions 
in the Obesity Policy and Action Plan.

Work has been progressing on a number of fronts in relation to the areas covered in the rec-
ommendations of the Joint Committee Report and the actions in the OPAP.  The Joint Commit-
tee on Children, Disability, Equality and Integration has requested an update on the recommen-
dations of the Report on Tackling Childhood Obesity, and it is expected that a comprehensive 
update will issue shortly.

Obesity, and in particular childhood obesity, is a priority area for the Government, as re-
flected in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared Future”.  It is also a high priority of 
mine in my capacity as Minister for Education.  My Department works very closely with the 
Department of Health in promoting the ‘Healthy Ireland’ agenda in schools and is represented 
on the Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group and the National Physical Activity Plan 
Implementation Group.

Schools and the wider education sector have a vital role to play in contributing to the Gov-
ernment’s ‘Healthy Ireland’ agenda.  

All schools are required to deliver physical education as part of the curriculum.  Healthy 
lifestyles guidance was issued to all schools and was developed in consultation with the Depart-
ment of Health and the Health Service Executive. It aims to support and strengthen schools ef-
forts in developing in young people the skills and attitudes needed to make informed decisions 
about their health.

Through their primary and post primary education students are equipped with the key skills 
and knowledge to enable them to make healthier life choices. Schools’ efforts should be com-
plemented by students’ families and their community. 

13/01/2021WRU03200State Examinations

13/01/2021WRU03300472. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the number of students 
who studied a foreign language for their leaving certificate exam from 2010 to 2020, in tabular 
form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1049/21]

13/01/2021WRU03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission is 
a non-departmental public body under the aegis of the Department of Education responsible 
for the administration, assessment and certification of the Junior Certificate and the Leaving 
Certificate examinations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.
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13/01/2021WRU03500Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRU03600473. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education the person or body resi-
dents that can liaise with regarding traffic and construction issues relating to the construction 
of new schools funded by her Department; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1053/21]

13/01/2021WRU03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Board of Management is responsible 
for the management of a school on behalf of the patron(s). Individual school authorities are 
responsible for ensuring the safety and welfare of children and others in their care, including 
traffic management measures within school property.

In relation to major construction projects a traffic management plan is normally submitted 
and agreed with the relevant County Council before construction commences in order to mini-
mise as far as possible the impact of the construction traffic on the surrounding area. 

On all major school building projects where planning permission is required members of 
the public have the opportunity to make submissions and observations to the Local Authority 
during the planning application process. In many cases the school and it’s design team will also 
have engaged with the school community during the design stages of the project and in advance 
of a planning application to ensure that all views are taken on board. If persons have particular 
concerns regarding a particular school building project then they should make those concerns 
known to the Board of Management of the school in question.

Also every construction project has a Design Team overseeing the project and they should 
be available to deal with any issues that might arise during the construction period. 

13/01/2021WRU03800Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRU03900474. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education if a school (details supplied) 
for children with a severe profound intellectual disability will be allowed open irrespective of 
decisions made for other mainstream schools in view of the dependence of the students and 
their parents on the school services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1119/21]

13/01/2021WRU04000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My 
Department is conscious of the fact that closing schools has hugely adverse consequences at 
individual, family and societal level and that the effect on children with special educational 
needs can be even greater. 

Because of this, my Department sought to prioritise in-person teaching and learning for pu-
pils/ students attending special schools and special classes and to allow these facilities to reopen 
from Monday 11th January.

Unfortunately, following a number of meetings with education partners, including trade 
unions and school management bodies, and despite the confirmation by Public Health that 
schools remain safe, it has not proved possible to get agreement on the provision of in-person 
teaching and learning for children in special schools and special classes at this time.

My Department is continuing to engage with education partners in relation to this matter. 

My Department will also engage with disability representative bodies and parental repre-
sentative bodies in relation to how children with special educational needs can best be sup-
ported during the current school closure period.
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Furthermore, updated Guidance on Continuity of Schooling: Supporting Pupils with Special 
Educational Needs (for mainstream primary and special schools and for post-primary schools) 
is also being made available by my Department. 

This revised guidance advises on how schools and teachers can support continuity in the 
learning of pupils with special educational needs during the school closures associated with 
COVID-19. The guidance builds on the key messages in a range of guidance materials which 
were issued to schools and centres for education as they were published. Specific guidance has 
been published by the Department to support schools in the context of remote teaching and 
learning in a Covid-19 context:

Guidance on Remote Learning in a COVID-19 Context: September – December 2020; 
www.gov.ie/en/publication/a0bff-reopening-our-primary-and-special-schools/#additional-
guidelines-and-procedures (Department of Education, October 2020)

This has been complemented by the Department of Education Circular Letter 0074/2020 
in relation to the establishment of Digital Communication, Teaching and Learning Platforms: 
www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0074_2020.pdf.

This guidance is intended to assist mainstream and special primary schools as they endea-
vour to support teaching and learning for pupils with special educational needs (SEN) through 
remote teaching approaches. Key themes of the guidance include:

-  The role of schools and teachers in engaging with pupils with SEN

-  Teachers and school leaders working to support pupils with SEN

-  Keeping in touch with parents and guardians

-  Keeping pupils with SEN safe in the distance learning environment

-  Resources for teachers

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) will also communicate directly with 
schools on the range of supports available to special schools and schools with special classes. 
The following sets out some of the supports available:

NCSE has created a dedicated phone line for parents to get advice and support from SE-
NOs. The SENO will provide support and advice to parents and where relevant provide specific 
resources e.g. behaviour strategies, NEPS well-being resources. If necessary parents can book 
a subsequent appointment with the SENO assigned to their child’s school.  This new phone 
number is 01 603 3456 (from Monday 11 January).

For students who might be moving between schools in September 2021, SENOs will un-
dertake structured engagement with relevant students and their families. This engagement will 
involve advice and support on transition strategies appropriate to the student, along with sup-
port in securing a school placement where required.

SENOs will continue to provide a series of webinars for parents of students with special 
education needs starting primary school in September 2021. 

The NCSE has a Visiting Teacher service which provides direct support to children who are 
blind/visually impaired and deaf/hard of hearing and their teachers. Visiting Teachers continue 
to be available to provide advice and support to parents, students and teachers during this period 
of remote teaching and learning. Visiting Teachers will undertake structured engagement with 
the families of students to whom they currently provide support to. This engagement will in-
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volve an initial check in with advice on available supports and resources. In particular, the Vis-
iting Teacher will provide support on the use of assistive technology in the home. The Visiting 
Teacher will agree a programme of regular engagement with the student and family as required 
and will remain available to respond to emerging queries over the course of remote teaching and 
learning. Contact details for visiting teachers are available at https://ncse.ie/vt_contact_details. 
If parents experience difficulties contacting their Visiting Teacher they should call 01 603 3200. 

NCSE will also be releasing a brand new suite of short videos for parents.  Topics will 
include managing behaviour; establishing positive routines; building in movement breaks etc.

NCSE will also be updating and enhancing its range of resources for parents available at 
https://ncse.ie/parent-resources many of which were created with specific reference to remote 
teaching and learning.

13/01/2021WRU04100Teacher Training

13/01/2021WRU04200475. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education if an issue (details sup-
plied) in relation to the Irish language requirement for the Teaching Council of Ireland will be 
addressed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1130/21]

13/01/2021WRU04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I believe that the Deputy is referring to 
the Cáilíocht sa Ghaeilge programme (SCG and OCG), which is run by Marino Institute of 
Education (MIE).  

This programme allows students who have completed their qualifications outside of Ireland 
fulfil their condition in relation to Irish in order to register as a Primary teacher.  MIE have 
been liaising with both the Teaching Council and the Department in relation to the SCG/OCG 
and the issue of completion of the Irish Language Requirement.  

The Department, the Teaching Council and stakeholders, including the relevant Higher Ed-
ucation Institutions, have agreed contingency arrangements for the operation of the Tréimhse 
Foghlama sa Ghaeltacht in the current academic year i.e. where student teachers cannot attend 
the Gaeltacht during this academic year, in accordance with public health advice and Govern-
ment guidelines, and on an exceptional basis only, they can complete the requirement in an 
online learning environment in 2020/2021.  These contingency arrangements also apply to the 
SCG and OCG in MIE.

MIE are currently liaising with the providers of the Tréimshe for this programme regard-
ing the provision of an on-line programme for the SCG/OCG and it is expected that the SCG/
OCG Gaeltacht providers will advertise these online courses shortly.  It is also expected that 
this will allow all teachers who are currently waiting to complete the Gaeltacht Learning Period 
of the SCG/OCG programme in order to fulfil this condition for registration with the Teaching 
Council.

13/01/2021WRU04400School Equipment

13/01/2021WRU04500476. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the measures being taken 
to ensure remote teaching provides as high a standard of education as possible in view of the 
restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1131/21]

13/01/2021WRU04600477. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education if schools are being 
equipped with the necessary technologies to allow remote teaching to occur at a high standard; 
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and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1132/21]

13/01/2021WRU04700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 476 and 
477 together.

Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic my Department has issued extensive guidance 
material to assist schools with the continuity of learning. This guidance to schools was devel-
oped in consultation with all relevant stakeholders including teachers, parents and learners.  The 
guidance included provision to support the continuity of teaching and learning in response to 
the Covid-19 restrictions for those learners unable to engage with online learning.  This guid-
ance is all available at gov.ie.

In November 2020, circular (No. 0074/2020) issued to all schools advising them of the re-
quirement to put in place appropriate contingency measures, to include a Communication and 
Learning Platform, to ensure that there are prepared to continue to support teaching and learn-
ing in the event of a partial or full closure of schools arising from Public Health advice.  The 
circular set out the comprehensive level of supports that are in place to assist schools with this 
process.

Extensive support and advice for teachers and schools to provide remote learning has been, 
and continues to be made available through my Department’s support service, the Professional 
Development Service for Teachers (PDST) and its Technology in Education team at www.pdst-
technologyineducation.ie  The information on this website includes a link to a dedicated PDST 
portal www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning aimed at supporting teachers and schools in the remote 
learning environment. This resource includes information on popular communication and learn-
ing platforms, digital tools and resources, video conferencing, webinars to support and inspire 
teachers to identify good practice and a dedicated online course for teachers for remote learn-
ing. The Department’s Education website www.scoilnet.ie also contains a wealth of curriculum 
tagged resources that can be used by teachers, students and parents to support the continuity of 
learning in the remote environment.

Schools can also apply to www.pdst.ie/schoolsupport for the assistance of a PDST advisor 
for tailored school support in all subject areas at Primary and Post-Primary levels including 
those pertaining to the use of Digital Technologies to support remote teaching, learning and as-
sessment practices. The PDST Leadership team will also be available to support school leaders 
in leading remote teaching and learning process through school support, national programmes 
and localised networks  

As part of the €210m investment programme underpinning the  implementation of the Digi-
tal Strategy for Schools,  my Department provided €100m in grant funding to schools to address 
their ICT needs during 2020. Schools were advised that they can use this funding to support the 
continuity of teaching and learning should a period of partial or full school closure occur arising 
from Public Health advice owing to Covid-19 restrictions as is the current situation.  Schools 
can use this funding, inter alia, to acquire software applications or platforms to enable remote 
learning and communications, and to provide for devices to be loaned to teachers and learners 
in particular where needed to enable engagement with remote learning. Funding for ICT is is-
sued directly to schools given that schools are best placed to determine the ICT needs of their 
school community. In addition my Department directly funds the provision of broadband con-
nectivity for schools at a cost of some €13m per annum.  School buildings will remain open to 
allow staff access where this is essential to facilitate remote learning.

 It is important to note that digital technology is a tool to be employed by teachers to deliver 
the curriculum and that it is not replacing the teacher in the teaching process. Regular engage-
ment with pupils and students, appropriate and engaging learning opportunities, assessment 
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and constructive feedback will continue to be important elements of the education provided by 
teachers.  The Department’s Inspectorate will continue to offer an advisory service to schools to 
support the delivery of remote learning and to provide assistance to school leaders in particular. 
The Inspectorate will also evaluate and report on the quality of educational provision for stu-
dents and will continue to carry out its other work as set out in Circulars 40/2020 and 41/2020. 

13/01/2021WRU04900Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRU05000478. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the number of requests for 
PPE she has received from primary and post-primary schools respectively since 1 December 
2020. [1137/21]

13/01/2021WRU05100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Government published the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School, along with details of a financial package of over €375 million to 
support the implementation of the measures in the roadmap, following approval by Govern-
ment.

The range of supports being made available to schools include additional financial supports 
to provide for PPE and hand hygiene costs under the COVID-19 response plans.

Schools are automatically paid the PPE grant by my Department based on pupil enrolment 
and the per capita rates which are provided in the table below.  There is no application process.  

The first instalment of the PPE grant, which issued in August 2020, reflected the fact that 
the first term is 15% longer than the second there were a number of once off type costs which 
schools faced at that time. Therefore the rates for the second instalment of the PPE grant, which 
issued on 6 January last, have been revised accordingly. 

My Department will be reviewing the funding provided and following this review details of 
the third and final instalment of these grants for the 2020/2021 school year will be made avail-
able in due course.  

PPE grant rates for mainstream schools

 Primary   Rates per pupil Post Primary Rates per pupil
Term 1 Term 2 Term 1 Term 2
Mainstream €25.00 €15.00 €40.00 €24.00
Special Classes €100.00 €60.00 €160.00 €96.00

13/01/2021WRU05200Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRU05300479. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the status of the tender for a 
school project (details supplied) in County Cork. [1138/21]

13/01/2021WRU05400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project referred to by the 
Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build Programme.   

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that planning permission has been secured for the campus 
project. 

My Department is currently in the process of establishing a Framework of Design and Build 
Contractors to which Design and Build projects can be tendered. Once this framework is estab-
lished, it is intended that this project will be tendered as soon as possible thereafter.  



13 January 2021

259

In the interim, my Department and its Project Management team are liaising with a third 
party developer to establish a joint programme for the construction of the required road network 
to service the site. This is a condition of the planning permission and both my Department and 
the third party developer will be liaising with Cork County Council over the coming months 
with regard to satisfying those planning conditions. It is envisaged that the construction of the 
required roads and the construction of the schools will be progressed in tandem. 

The school authorities will be kept informed as the project progresses.

13/01/2021WRU05500Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRU05600480. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the status of the tender for a 
school project (details supplied) in County Cork. [1139/21]

13/01/2021WRU05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project for the school re-
ferred to by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build (D and 
B) Programme which tenders to pre-established frameworks of D and B contractors. 

My Department is currently in the process of establishing a Framework of Design and Build 
Contractors to which Design and Build projects can be tendered. Once this framework is estab-
lished, it is intended that this project will be tendered as soon as possible thereafter.  

Until such time as the framework is established, a definitive timeline for tender is not avail-
able.

13/01/2021WRU05800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRU05900481. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education the supports for teachers 
and guidance for schools in place to assist in the provision of remote learning in the context of 
Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1174/21]

13/01/2021WRU06000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic 
my Department has issued extensive guidance material to assist schools with the continuity of 
learning. This guidance to schools was developed in consultation with all relevant stakeholders 
including teachers, parents and learners.  The guidance included provision to support the conti-
nuity of teaching and learning in response to the Covid-19 restrictions for those learners unable 
to engage with online learning.  This guidance is all available at gov.ie.

In November 2020, circular (No. 0074/2020) issued to all schools advising them of the re-
quirement to put in place appropriate contingency measures, to include a Communication and 
Learning Platform, to ensure that there are prepared to continue to support teaching and learn-
ing in the event of a partial or full closure of schools arising from Public Health advice.  The 
circular set out the comprehensive level of supports that are in place to assist schools with this 
process.

Extensive support and advice for teachers and schools to provide remote learning has been, 
and continues to be made available through my Department’s support service, the Professional 
Development Service for Teachers (PDST) and its Technology in Education team at www.pdst-
technologyineducation.ie  The information on this website includes a link to a dedicated PDST 
portal www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning aimed at supporting teachers and schools in the remote 
learning environment. This resource includes information on popular communication and learn-
ing platforms, digital tools and resources, video conferencing, webinars to support and inspire 
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teachers to identify good practice and a dedicated online course for teachers for remote learn-
ing. The Department’s Education website www.scoilnet.ie also contains a wealth of curriculum 
tagged resources that can be used by teachers, students and parents to support the continuity of 
learning in the remote environment.

Schools can also apply to www.pdst.ie/schoolsupport for the assistance of a PDST advisor 
for tailored school support in all subject areas at Primary and Post-Primary levels including 
those pertaining to the use of Digital Technologies to support remote teaching, learning and as-
sessment practices. The PDST Leadership team will also be available to support school leaders 
in leading remote teaching and learning process through school support, national programmes 
and localised networks  

As part of the €210m investment programme underpinning the  implementation of the Digi-
tal Strategy for Schools,  my Department provided €100m in grant funding to schools to address 
their ICT needs during 2020. Schools were advised that they can use this funding to support the 
continuity of teaching and learning should a period of partial or full school closure occur arising 
from Public Health advice owing to Covid-19 restrictions as is the current situation.  Schools 
can use this funding, inter alia, to acquire software applications or platforms to enable remote 
learning and communications, and to provide for devices to be loaned to teachers and learners 
in particular where needed to enable engagement with remote learning. Funding for ICT is is-
sued directly to schools given that schools are best placed to determine the ICT needs of their 
school community. In addition my Department directly funds the provision of broadband con-
nectivity for schools at a cost of some €13m per annum.  School buildings will remain open to 
allow staff access where this is essential to facilitate remote learning.

 It is important to note that digital technology is a tool to be employed by teachers to deliver 
the curriculum and that it is not replacing the teacher in the teaching process. Regular engage-
ment with pupils and students, appropriate and engaging learning opportunities, assessment 
and constructive feedback will continue to be important elements of the education provided by 
teachers.  The Department’s Inspectorate will continue to offer an advisory service to schools to 
support the delivery of remote learning and to provide assistance to school leaders in particular. 
The Inspectorate will also evaluate and report on the quality of educational provision for stu-
dents and will continue to carry out its other work as set out in Circulars 40/2020 and 41/2020. 

The Deputy will appreciate that the situation we find ourselves in is evolving all the time.  
My Department, in working with the whole of Government, will keep the situation under re-
view and update any advices to schools as required. It is with the work of all our stakeholders 
together that we will continue to provide the best education for all our pupils/students.

13/01/2021WRU06100Special Educational Needs Staff

13/01/2021WRU06200482. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education if SNAs who are job 
sharing will be allowed to substitute; and the progress that has been made with technical imple-
mentation issues regarding payroll to allow these measures to be put in place. [1216/21]

13/01/2021WRU06300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Special Need Assistants who are job 
sharing will be allowed to undertake work as substitute Special Need Assistants.  

There are one hundred and thirty thousand payees paid on payrolls operated by my Depart-
ment on a fortnightly basis. 

The payroll systems are being adopted on an ongoing basis to enable legal, budgetary and 
other negotiated changes and agreements to be implemented. The development of amendments 
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and enhancements to such large payrolls requires substantial testing and checking prior to live 
implementation to ensure that correct payments are issued.

There are a number of enhancements and amendments to the payroll systems to fulfil legal 
requirements currently being progressed.  It is expected that the enhancement to enable Special 
need assistants who are job sharing undertake substitute work will be completed in April.

13/01/2021WRU06400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRU06500483. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education the timeline for notifica-
tions for schools relating to closures due to Covid-19; the measures that will be taken to en-
sure that vulnerable children and children with disabilities have access to educational supports; 
when schools, parents and guardians will receive updates regarding opening times and change 
of schedules; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1222/21]

13/01/2021WRU06600495. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education if her Department plans to put 
in place a remote learning plan for vulnerable students and students with vulnerable household 
members in view of the increased incidence of Covid-19. [1357/21]

13/01/2021WRU06700501. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education the arrangements made to 
ensure all primary and secondary school pupils and particularly all pupils sitting State examina-
tions in 2021 will have access to full-time online tuition by their teachers; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [1389/21]

13/01/2021WRU06800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 483, 
495 and 501 together.

School communities have worked incredibly hard to operate safely under Covid-19. The 
Government has always been guided by public health advice in relation to what is safe in 
schools. NPHET remain of the view that schools are low risk environments but recognise there 
is a need to reduce societal activity and movement to curb the spread of the virus at this time.

The Government decision, taken on 6 January, on foot of public health advice to reduce 
mobility in the community, was to close schools for the vast majority of students for a period of 
three weeks. The Government’s decision included prioritising in-person teaching and learning 
for two specific cohorts; pupils/ students attending special schools and classes and final year 
Leaving Certificate students. This decision was supported by the public health advice available 
to Government. 

There has been continuous engagement with education partners on this matter since Christ-
mas building on weekly engagement between partners and public health throughout the school 
year.  Despite the confirmation by Public Health that schools remain safe, unfortunately it was 
not proved possible to get agreement to provide in-person learning for these groups.

In these circumstances there was no alternative but to pause the limited reopening on Mon-
day 11 January and all pupils and students, including children with special needs, will be pro-
vided with a programme of remote learning.

As a contingency measure for the possibility of partial or full school closures, in recent 
months my Department provided to schools a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the edu-
cation partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a 
COVID-19 context. Those guidance materials were issued to schools and centres for education 
as they were published and are available at gov.ie  . 



Questions - Written Answers

262

It is crucially important that the learning of all pupils/students, especially those with special 
educational needs and those at risk of educational disadvantage and/or early school leaving, are 
supported at this time. 

Special education teachers (SETs) will continue to engage with the pupils/students on their 
caseloads and class/subject teachers will differentiate teaching and learning in line with their 
pupils’/students’ needs to minimise disruption to their learning and progression

Engagements with the Education Partners and the Department of Education continue so that 
solutions can be found to provide for a limited school reopening for these priority groups and a 
full return to school for all children at the earliest opportunity.

13/01/2021WRU06900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRU07000484. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education the supports in place for 
students of special schools to assist in the provision of remote learning in the context of Co-
vid-19 restrictions; the guidance for special schools in support of same; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1232/21]

13/01/2021WRU07100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Ma-
digan): My Department is very conscious of the fact that closing schools has hugely adverse 
consequences at individual, family and societal level and that the effect on children with special 
educational needs can be even greater. 

Because of this, my Department sought to prioritise in-person teaching and learning for pu-
pils/students attending special schools and special classes and to allow these facilities to reopen 
from Monday, 11th January.

Unfortunately, following a number of meetings with education partners, including trade 
unions and school management bodies, and despite the confirmation by Public Health that 
schools remain safe, it has not proved possible to get agreement on the provision of in-person 
teaching and learning for children in special schools and special classes at this time.

My Department is continuing to engage with education partners, including parental repre-
sentative bodies, in relation to this matter. 

I have also met with a number of disability representative groups in relation to how children 
with special educational needs can best be supported during the current school closure period. 
I am grateful for and committed to continuing this important engagement.

In terms of remote learning, updated Guidance on Continuity of Schooling: Supporting 
Pupils with Special Educational Needs   (for mainstream primary and special schools and for 
post-primary schools) has also been made available by my Department. 

This revised guidance advises on how schools and teachers can support continuity in the 
learning of pupils with special educational needs during the school closures associated with 
COVID-19. The guidance builds on the key messages in a range of guidance materials which 
were issued to schools and centres for education as they were published. Specific guidance has 
been published by the Department to support schools in the context of remote teaching and 
learning in a Covid-19 context:

Guidance on Remote Learning in a COVID-19 Context: September – December 2020  ; 
www.gov.ie/en/publication/a0bff-reopening-our-primary-and-special-schools/#additional-
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guidelines-and-procedures (Department of Education, October 2020)

This has been complemented by the Department of Education Circular Letter 0074/2020 
in relation to the establishment of Digital Communication, Teaching and Learning Platforms: 
www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0074_2020.pdf.

This guidance is intended to assist mainstream and special schools as they endeavour to sup-
port teaching and learning for pupils with special educational needs through remote teaching 
approaches. Key themes of the guidance include:

-  The role of schools and teachers in engaging with pupils with SEN

-  Teachers and school leaders working to support pupils with SEN

-  Keeping in touch with parents and guardians

-  Keeping pupils with SEN safe in the distance learning environment

-  Resources for teachers

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is also communicating directly with 
schools on the range of supports available to special schools and schools with special classes. 
The following sets out some of the supports available:

-  NCSE has created a dedicated phone line for parents to get advice and support from SE-
NOs. The SENO will provide support and advice to parents and where relevant provide specific 
resources e.g. behaviour strategies, NEPS well-being resources.  If necessary, parents can book 
a subsequent appointment with the SENO assigned to their child’s school. This new phone 
number is 01 6033456.

-  For students who might be moving between schools in September 2021, SENOs will 
undertake structured engagement with relevant students and their families. This engagement 
will involve advice and support on transition strategies appropriate to the student, along with 
support in securing a school placement where required.

-  SENOs will continue to provide a series of webinars for parents of students with special 
education needs starting primary school in September 2021. 

-  The NCSE has a Visiting Teacher service which provides direct support to children who 
are  blind/visually impaired and deaf/hard of hearing and their teachers. Visiting Teachers con-
tinue to be available to provide advice and support to parents, students and teachers during this 
period of remote teaching and learning. Visiting Teachers will undertake structured engage-
ment with the families of students to whom they currently provide support to. This engagement 
will involve an initial check in with advice on available supports and resources. In particular, 
the Visiting Teacher will provide support on the use of assistive technology in the home. The 
Visiting Teacher will agree a programme of regular engagement with the student and family as 
required and will remain available to respond to emerging queries over the course of remote 
teaching and learning. Contact details for visiting teachers are available at https://ncse.ie/vt_
contact_details.  If parents experience difficulties contacting their Visiting Teacher they should 
call 01 603 3200. 

-  NCSE will also be releasing a brand new suite of short videos for parents.  Topics will in-
clude managing behaviour; establishing positive routines; building in movement breaks etc.

-  NCSE will also be updating and enhancing its range of resources for parents available at 
https://ncse.ie/parent-resources many of which were created with specific reference to remote 
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teaching and learning.

I would like to reiterate my Department’s commitment to continue to engage with the part-
ners in education with the goal of providing an urgent return to school for these cohorts of 
children.

13/01/2021WRU07200School Transport

13/01/2021WRU07300485. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education her plans to review the opera-
tion of the school bus transport scheme before the end of the 2020-2021 school year. [1236/21]

13/01/2021WRU07400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

In October 2019, my predecessor announced a review of the school transport scheme with 
a view to ensuring funds are being spent in the most effective way  to meet the objectives of 
the scheme.  Terms of reference and the scope of the review have been drafted and a Steering 
Group has been established. 

Given the current evolving situation with Covid-19 and the continued restrictions the work 
of the Steering Group has been delayed. It is intended to convene the Steering Group shortly 
and to agree and supplement revised terms of reference to reflect the Programme for Govern-
ment. 

The Review will build on the proposals in the Programme for Government as they relate 
to school transport, including examining the options to reduce car journeys and assessing how 
the School Transport Scheme can work in liaison with the Safe Routes to Schools Programme; 
examining the options for providing a better value and a better service for students, including 
and examining issues such as the nearest or next-nearest school.  

13/01/2021WRU07500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRU07600486. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the engagement she has had 
with broadband providers in view of the decision to close schools to ensure internet connec-
tions for remote learning are as strong as possible and families are not penalised financially for 
exceeding bandwidth limits. [1243/21]

13/01/2021WRU07700517. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education the plans to support WiFi ac-
cess for students without access during school buildings being closed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1634/21]

13/01/2021WRU07800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 486 and 
517 together.

My Department does not have a role in the provision of residential broadband infrastruc-
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ture. Provision for such services fall to the Department of the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications and this is being addressed through the implementation of the National Broadband 
Plan Intervention Area. My officials have an ongoing engagement with that Department on 
issues relating to broadband services for schools. 

In an effort to support students and families a process to zero rate educational websites was 
put in place during the first lockdown, as announced by the then Minister for Environment, Cli-
mate and Communications. I am advised that the zero rating has been maintained by a number 
of telecoms providers and also that there is a range of unlimited mobile data packages on offer 
by the market.

ICT Infrastructure Grant funding of €100m (in two tranches of €50m) issued in 2020 to 
schools, with schools advised to use this funding to support the continuity of teaching and 
learning should a period of partial or full school closure owing to Covid-19 restrictions be 
required. Funding for ICT is issued directly to schools given that schools are best placed to 
determine the ICT needs of their school community. The early provision of the 2020-2021 ICT 
funding is to enable schools to implement Circular 0074/2020, issued in November 2020, ad-
vising schools of the requirement to provide for the continuity of teaching and learning through 
utilising relevant digital communications/learning platforms to support contingency planning 
in the event of further public health related school closures

It is recognised that in some cases a student’s home broadband may present challenges for 
the education system in the current crisis, and that remote learning may not be appropriate or 
feasible for some students. With this in mind, schools have been asked to consider the needs of 
all students in planning their approaches to remote learning to ensure that students who may not 
have adequate broadband services or who may not be able to access online classes. My Depart-
ment will continue to work with the education partners to support schools through the provision 
of relevant resources on how best to use digital and other solutions to provide continuity of 
learning for all students at this time.

It is important to note that school buildings will remain open to allow for staff to facilitate 
remote learning. Teachers, SNAs and other school staff are allowed to travel to school as es-
sential workers. 

My Department’s Schools Broadband Access Programme provides for the supply of inter-
net connectivity for all recognised primary and post primary schools and some 98% of schools 
avail of this service. The Schools Broadband Programme is operated by my Department at an 
annual cost of some €13m.

All post-primary schools and some special schools are now included in the High Speed 
Broadband programme. Schools in this programme are monitored and selected for upgrade to 
200 Mbp/s plus, where usage indicates this is required. The primary broadband scheme is based 
on locally available infrastructure accessed by the providers of the service to my Department.  
My Department continues to fund the upgrade of services as improved infrastructure becomes 
available subject to contractual and other budgetary constraints. Some 1,800 primary schools 
are now on speeds of 30Mbp/s download plus. 

As announced recently by the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications, 
the provision of high speed connectivity to the almost 700 primary schools in the National 
Broadband Plan Intervention Area is to be accelerated for delivery by the end of 2022. My 
Department is engaging with the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 
on the intervention area implementation, including the Schools Broadband Connection Points 
Programme.
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13/01/2021WRV00200Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRV00300487. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education the time frame for 
opening a special school (details supplied) in Dublin 12 which she announced in December 
2020; and the works which will be required to be carried out on the building to prepare it for 
reverting to an educational function. [1248/21]

13/01/2021WRV00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): I am very pleased to have secured agreement to open a new special school at Scoil Colm. 
This is a much-needed development which will help to meet the demand for special school 
places in the area.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has identified that appropriate provi-
sion is currently required for approximately 40 special school places for students with autism 
and general learning disabilities in South Dublin.

This provision is required to be made available at the earliest possible date but no later than 
the beginning of the 2021/22 school-year.  

While the initial provision of 40 placements is intended to provide for those students identi-
fied by the NCSE, it is also intended that any remaining placements will be made available to 
children in South Dublin with complex needs that require special school placement.

The NCSE will determine the staffing level for the school in line with normal procedures.

My Department will also consider whatever other supports are necessary to ensure the 
school is in a position to cater for the needs of these students upon enrolment.

13/01/2021WRV00500Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRV00600488. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education the capacity of the 
new  special school (details supplied) in Dublin 12; the number of teachers, SNAs and other 
staff required; the facilities which will be available to the pupils attending it when it opens in 
September 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1249/21]

13/01/2021WRV00700Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): I am very pleased to have secured agreement to open a new special school at Scoil Colm. 
This is a much-needed development which will help to meet the demand for special school 
places in the area.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has identified that appropriate provi-
sion is currently required for approximately 40 special school places for students with autism 
and general learning disabilities in South Dublin.

While the initial provision of 40 placements is intended to provide for those students identi-
fied by the NCSE, it is also intended that any remaining placements will be made available to 
children in South Dublin with complex needs that require special school placement.

The NCSE will determine the staffing level for the school in line with normal procedures.

My Department will also consider whatever other supports are necessary to ensure the 
school is in a position to cater for the needs of these students upon enrolment.  
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13/01/2021WRV00800State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV00900489. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education her plans for the 
leaving certificate 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1252/21]

13/01/2021WRV01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
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adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

13/01/2021WRV01100State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV01200490. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education the steps she is taking 
to ensure the 2021 leaving certificate makes accommodation for the large amount of in-class 
learning time lost due to Covid-19 during both this and the previous academic year; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [1283/21]

13/01/2021WRV01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
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in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
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for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

13/01/2021WRV01400State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV01500491. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education if her Department is in 
contact with second-level student representative bodies in relation to the 2021 leaving certifi-
cate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1284/21]

13/01/2021WRV01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.
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Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

13/01/2021WRV01700State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV01800492. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education the steps she is taking to 
ensure that the 2021 junior certificate makes accommodation for the large amount of in-class 
learning time lost due to Covid-19 during both this and the previous academic year; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [1286/21]

13/01/2021WRV01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Planning for the 2021 state examinations 
is underway by the State Examinations Commission (SEC) and my Department. It is recognised 
that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving environ-
ment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
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stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 state examinations, including public health considerations 
and appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks  from 11 January. . 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, are engaging in a programme of remote learn-
ing with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Covid-19 
context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. 

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School.

On Monday 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated version of the pub-
lication.

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) has published 
the revised arrangements for Classroom-Based Assessments for students entering third year in 
2020. Details are available at https://ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/assessment-and-reporting/revised-
arrangements-for-the-completion-of-classroom-based-assessments-cbas-for-the-cohort-of-
students-2018-2021-current-second-years-entering-third-year-in-2020. 

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education and Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.
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13/01/2021WRV02000State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV02100493. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education her plans to ensure State 
examinations can take place in 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1292/21]

13/01/2021WRV02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
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adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

13/01/2021WRV02300School Staff

13/01/2021WRV02400494. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education the provision being made 
for the substitute teachers who will have no income as the schools remain closed; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1317/21]

13/01/2021WRV02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Substitute teachers in primary and sec-
ond level schools are employed by the managerial authorities of the schools.  The payment ar-
rangements that applied for substitute teachers when schools were closed in March 2020 due to 
the national lockdown will apply for the school closure period in January 2021.

These arrangements provide that substitute teachers who are contracted by the managerial 
authorities of the schools for employment in January 2021 will be paid for the duration of their 
contracts. 

  Question No. 495 answered with Question No. 483.

13/01/2021WRV02700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRV02800496. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Education the reason her Department has 
cut the PPE funding for term 2 by 40% for a school (details supplied); her views on whether 
that it is unfair to penalise schools that did not use the procurement process to purchase PPE 
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the details which were not released until the end of August 2020 yet this school had to procure 
before 26 June 2020 for four weeks for July Provision; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [1359/21]

13/01/2021WRV02900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Government published the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School, along with details of a financial package of over €375 million to 
support the implementation of the measures in the roadmap, following approval by Govern-
ment.

The range of supports being made available to all schools in the free education scheme 
include additional financial supports to provide for PPE and hand hygiene costs under the CO-
VID-19 response plans.

Schools, including the school referred to by the Deputy, are paid the PPE grant by my 
Department based on pupil enrolment and the per capita rates which are provided in the table 
below.  

The first instalment of the PPE grant, which issued in August 2020, reflected the fact that 
the first term is 15% longer than the second there were a number of once off type costs which 
schools faced at that time. Therefore the rates for the second instalment of the PPE grant, which 
issued on 6 January last, have been revised accordingly. 

My Department will be reviewing the funding provided and following this review details of 
the third and final instalment of these grants for the 2020/2021 school year will be made avail-
able in due course.

PPE grant rates for mainstream schools

 Primary   Rates per pupil Post Primary Rates per pupil
Term 1 Term 2 Term 1 Term 2
Mainstream €25.00 €15.00 €40.00 €24.00
Special Classes €100.00 €60.00 €160.00 €96.00

13/01/2021WRV03000State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV03100497. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education if contingency planning has 
been done to set out a way in which an estimate grading system for the leaving certificate 2021 
could be conducted; and the changes in approach compared to 2020 which might be incorpo-
rated. [1361/21]

13/01/2021WRV03200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.
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The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
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lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool. 

13/01/2021WRV03300Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRV03400498. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education if an issue (details sup-
plied) regarding classes for children with special needs will be addressed; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [1366/21]

13/01/2021WRV03500Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Ma-
digan): My Department is conscious of the fact that closing schools has hugely adverse con-
sequences at individual, family and societal level and that the effect on children with special 
educational needs can be even greater. 

Because of this, my Department sought to prioritise in-person teaching and learning for pu-
pils/ students attending special schools and special classes and to allow these facilities to reopen 
from Monday 11th January.

Unfortunately, following a number of meetings with education partners, including trade 
unions and school management bodies, and despite the confirmation by Public Health that 
schools remain safe, it has not proved possible to get agreement on the provision of in-person 
teaching and learning for children in special schools and special classes at this time.

My Department is continuing to engage with education partners in relation to this matter. 

My Department is also engaging with disability representative bodies and parental represen-
tative bodies in relation to how children with special educational needs can best be supported 
during the current school closure period.

Furthermore, updated Guidance on Continuity of Schooling: Supporting Pupils with Special 
Educational Needs (for mainstream primary and special schools and for post-primary schools) 
is also being made available by my Department. 

This revised guidance advises on how schools and teachers can support continuity in the 
learning of pupils with special educational needs during the school closures associated with 
COVID-19. The guidance builds on the key messages in a range of guidance materials which 
were issued to schools and centres for education as they were published. Specific guidance has 
been published by the Department to support schools in the context of remote teaching and 
learning in a Covid-19 context:

Guidance on Remote Learning in a COVID-19 Context: September – December 2020; 
www.gov.ie/en/publication/a0bff-reopening-our-primary-and-special-schools/#additional-
guidelines-and-procedures (Department of Education, October 2020)

This has been complemented by the Department of Education Circular Letter 0074/2020 
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in relation to the establishment of Digital Communication, Teaching and Learning Platforms: 
www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0074_2020.pdf 

This guidance is intended to assist mainstream and special primary schools as they endea-
vour to support teaching and learning for pupils with special educational needs (SEN) through 
remote teaching approaches. Key themes of the guidance include:

-  The role of schools and teachers in engaging with pupils with SEN

-  Teachers and school leaders working to support pupils with SEN

-  Keeping in touch with parents and guardians

-  Keeping pupils with SEN safe in the distance learning environment

-  Resources for teachers

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) will also communicate directly with 
schools on the range of supports available to special schools and schools with special classes. 
The following sets out some of the supports available:

NCSE has created a dedicated phone line for parents to get advice and support from SE-
NOs. The SENO will provide support and advice to parents and where relevant provide specific 
resources e.g. behaviour strategies, NEPS well-being resources. If necessary parents can book 
a subsequent appointment with the SENO assigned to their child’s school.  This new phone 
number is 01 603 3456 (from Monday 11 January).

For students who might be moving between schools in September 2021, SENOs will un-
dertake structured engagement with relevant students and their families. This engagement will 
involve advice and support on transition strategies appropriate to the student, along with sup-
port in securing a school placement where required.

SENOs will continue to provide a series of webinars for parents of students with special 
education needs starting primary school in September 2021. 

The NCSE has a Visiting Teacher service which provides direct support to children who are 
blind/visually impaired and deaf/hard of hearing and their teachers. Visiting Teachers continue 
to be available to provide advice and support to parents, students and teachers during this period 
of remote teaching and learning. Visiting Teachers will undertake structured engagement with 
the families of students to whom they currently provide support to. This engagement will in-
volve an initial check in with advice on available supports and resources. In particular, the Vis-
iting Teacher will provide support on the use of assistive technology in the home. The Visiting 
Teacher will agree a programme of regular engagement with the student and family as required 
and will remain available to respond to emerging queries over the course of remote teaching and 
learning. Contact details for visiting teachers are available at https://ncse.ie/vt_contact_details. 
If parents experience difficulties contacting their Visiting Teacher they should call 01 603 3200. 

NCSE will also be releasing a brand new suite of short videos for parents.  Topics will 
include managing behaviour; establishing positive routines; building in movement breaks etc.

NCSE will also be updating and enhancing its range of resources for parents available at 
https://ncse.ie/parent-resources many of which were created with specific reference to remote 
teaching and learning.

13/01/2021WRV03600Covid-19 Pandemic
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13/01/2021WRV03700499. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education if secondary 
school students over 18 years of age and parents and guardians of students in primary and 
secondary schools can opt out of the contact tracing process and thus their school may not be 
informed if their student receives a positive Covid-19 test result; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1378/21]

13/01/2021WRV03800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School communities have worked in-
credibly hard to operate safely under Covid-19. The Government has always been guided by 
public health advice in relation to what is safe in schools. NPHET remain of the view that 
schools are low risk environments but recognise there is a need to reduce activity and move-
ment to curb the spread of the virus. Regrettably all schools will remain closed to students from 
Monday 11 January.

In terms of what happens when a child attending school tests positive, the HSE will inform 
the school principal if the child was in the school in the infectious period regardless of consent.  
In these circumstances the HSE will conduct a Public Health Risk Assessment with the school 
principal. This is usually undertaken the same day they are notified, but it may be the following 
day. 

Public Health will work with the school principal to identify the close contacts and all close 
contact will be informed and scheduled for testing and asked to restrict their movements. Par-
ent/guardians will be informed if their child is a close contact.  

The wider school community can be informed that the school is working with public health 
who are guiding the school through the actions they need to take to protect staff, pupils and the 
school community.  It is important to note that the response to confirmed cases or outbreaks of 
Covid-19 in the community or in a school is the responsibility of, and will be led and managed 
by, Public Health HSE. All decisions as to appropriate actions following a confirmed case or 
outbreak will be made by their teams in the context of a full Public Health Risk Assessment 
procedure.

13/01/2021WRV03900State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV04000500. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education when candidates 
who sat the leaving certificate examinations in November and December 2020 will receive their 
results. [1384/21]

13/01/2021WRV04100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

  Question No. 501 answered with Question No. 483.

13/01/2021WRV04300School Curriculum

13/01/2021WRV04400502. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education if consideration will be 
given to a proposal (details supplied) by the NCCA; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [1452/21]
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13/01/2021WRV04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Context for curriculum review and rede-
velopment 

The Primary School Curriculum (1999) is twenty-two years old this year. These years have 
seen considerable research on children’s learning and development and much societal change. 
Through reviews and evaluations, we have learned a lot about the successes of the curriculum 
as well as the challenges with the latter including curriculum overload. There have also been 
calls for curriculum change, including increased time for existing areas such as Social, Personal 
and Health Education (SPHE) and Physical Education (PE). New aspects of learning such as 
Coding and Computational Thinking, Education about Religions and Beliefs (ERB) and Ethics, 
Modern Foreign Languages, as well as a greater emphasis on Well-being, have been suggested.

Reviewing and redeveloping the primary curriculum 

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) published the Draft Primary 
Curriculum Framework in February 2020. The draft framework responds to the context above 
and sets out a clear vision and principles — what’s important in primary education and why 
— and a description, in broad terms, of what should be prioritised in children’s learning during 
their primary school years. 

Central to developing these proposals have been the processes of:

-  generating and engaging with an extensive body of research   from national and interna-
tional sources

-  working closely with schools through the Schools Forum   

-  deliberation   with education partners through NCCA representative structures

-  previous and ongoing public consultations  .

Consultation on the draft framework 

In response to the pandemic, the NCCA re-designed the consultation on the Draft Primary 
Curriculum Framework which now sees it comprising two phases. Phase 1 took place from late 
February to December 2020 and included bilateral meetings with more than fifty organisations, 
a number of which were Irish-medium organisations. Phase 2 will commence in September 
2021 and will prioritise engagement with teachers, school leaders, parents and, importantly, 
children, including school communities in the Irish-medium sector. Feedback from across the 
two phases of consultation will inform the finalisation of the framework which, in turn, will 
then guide the redevelopment of the curriculum in the years ahead. 

Proposals on time allocation 

The proposals on time allocation presented in the Draft Primary Curriculum Framework for 
consultation are intended to support teachers’ and schools’ work with the redeveloped curricu-
lum. The proposed time allocations are made up of two categories:

-  Minimum Curriculum Time provides a weekly time allocation for Language; Mathemat-
ics; and Well-being, and a monthly time allocation for Science and Technology Education; 
Social and Environmental Education; and Arts Education. 

-  Flexible Time is responsive to schools’ own present and future educational priorities.

Three options for ‘Minimum Curriculum Time’ and ‘Flexible Time’ are presented in the 
draft framework. The options are intended to support discussion during the consultation on how 
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time might be allocated in a redeveloped primary curriculum. A key consideration in the devel-
opment of the options was that, with the exception of Well-being (PE and SPHE) and breaks 
and recreation, time was taken from all areas and aspects of the curriculum in order to arrive at a 
set of options for consideration and discussion as we think about the type of primary curriculum 
needed for children over the next fifteen years. Final decisions about time allocations will be 
made following the consultation. 

Primary Language Curriculum/Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile 

Time allocations are provided in the 1999 primary curriculum and in the Draft Primary Cur-
riculum Framework as a practical support for teachers as they work with the different subjects 
in the curriculum. Like all areas of the curriculum, children’s learning of Irish is not confined to 
the specific blocks of time allocated to it. For example, in the case of English-medium schools, 
the new Primary Language Curriculum (2019) supports the use of Irish throughout the school 
day by using Irish regularly as an informal means of communication in the classroom or across 
the school community and by teaching other subjects or aspects of other subjects through Irish 
using Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL). CLIL, an initiative supported by the 
Department of Education, affords children the opportunity to learn concepts, dispositions and 
skills in a particular curriculum area through Irish, and to develop their confidence by using 
their new language skills in real contexts outside of the discrete language lesson. In fact many 
of the approaches supported by the curriculum support the use of Irish outside of the discrete 
Irish lesson, including – Second Language Learning, the Communicative Approach, Transfer of 
Skill, Immersion, Play, and Cross Curriculum and Disciplinary Literacy. In this way, the chil-
dren will hear and speak Irish throughout the school day, beyond the Irish lesson. 

Children in Irish-medium schools access the full curriculum through Irish. While Irish is the 
working language of the school, it is recognised that it is not the language of the home for the 
vast majority. Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile (2019) supports Irish-medium schools to enable 
children to achieve advanced skills in Irish which they use throughout the school day.

13/01/2021WRV04600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRV04700503. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Education if there are cuts planned to 
school grants for PPE; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1462/21]

13/01/2021WRV04800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Government published the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School, along with details of a financial package of over €375 million to 
support the implementation of the measures in the roadmap, following approval by Govern-
ment.

The range of supports being made available to all schools in the free education scheme 
include additional financial supports to provide for PPE and hand hygiene costs under the CO-
VID-19 response plans.

Schools are paid the PPE grant by my Department based on pupil enrolment and the per 
capita rates which are provided in the table below.  

The first instalment of the PPE grant, which issued in August 2020, reflected the fact that 
the first term was 15% longer that the second there were a number of once off type costs which 
schools faced at that time. Therefore the rates for the second instalment of the PPE grant, which 
issued on 6 January last, have been revised accordingly. 

My Department will be reviewing the funding provided and following this review details of 
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the third and final instalment of these grants for the 2020/2021 school year will be made avail-
able in due course.  

PPE grant rates for mainstream schools

 Primary Rates per pupil Post Primary Rates per pupil
Term 1 Term 2 Term 1 Term 2
Mainstream €25.00 €15.00 €40.00 €24.00
Special Classes €100.00 €60.00 €160.00 €96.00

13/01/2021WRV04900State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV05000504. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the arrangements being 
made for leaving certificate oral and aural examinations in the context of ongoing restrictions; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1509/21]

13/01/2021WRV05100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.
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Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

13/01/2021WRV05200School Transport

13/01/2021WRV05300505. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if school transport bus con-
tractors will continue to be paid for the full week for the duration of level 5 restrictions; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [1518/21]

13/01/2021WRV05400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the current school 
year over 113,100 children, including over 14,500 children with special educational needs, are 
transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country at a 
cost of over €224.7m in 2020.
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The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

As the Deputy is aware it was decided by Government last week that all schools will remain 
closed to students from Monday 11th January, which means that as of Monday 11th   January 
students will resort to a programme of remote learning in line with the rest of the Government 
restrictions.  Therefore, as schools are currently closed there are no school transport services 
operating and in line with previous practice for Covid related closures the Department has ad-
vised Bus Éireann that contractors operating on the school transport scheme should be paid at 
50% of their normal rate while schools remain closed.

13/01/2021WRV05500Schools Site Acquisitions

13/01/2021WRV05600506. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 337 of 15 December 2020, if conveyancing has been completed in respect of site ac-
quisition for the new building for a school (details supplied); the expected time frame for the 
completion of the project; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1542/21]

13/01/2021WRV05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, a suitable site in 
Castleblayney to accommodate the permanent school building has been identified. 

The acquisition is at a very advanced stage and officials in my Department are working hard 
to finalise the process, which will allow the project for the provision of a new permanent build-
ing to be progressed into the architectural planning process.

13/01/2021WRV05800Autism Support Services

13/01/2021WRV05900507. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Education further Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 346 of 15 December 2020, the engagements her Department has had with respect to 
an ASD unit at a school (details supplied); if she will ensure that measures are in place that will 
allow this unit to continue operating; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1543/21]

13/01/2021WRV06000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my 
Department has committed capital funding for a permanent Special Educational Needs Base 
at the school in question.  The proposed project has been refused planning permission by 
Monaghan County Council.  

Department officials are continuing to work with the National Council for Special Educa-
tion and the school authority, of the school in question, in the context of providing permanent 
accommodation for their Special Class, the class can continue to operate in existing accommo-
dation in the interim.

13/01/2021WRV06100State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV06200508. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Education if consideration has been given 
to implementing an optional predicted grades system for the 2021 leaving certificate in view 
of the likely disruption to schooling that Covid-19 will cause in the short-term; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1553/21]
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13/01/2021WRV06300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  
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These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

13/01/2021WRV06400Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRV06500509. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education if a person (details sup-
plied) can access the grant administered by schools to supply hearing aids. [1601/21]

13/01/2021WRV06600Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): The National Council for Special Education (NCSE), through its network of local Spe-
cial Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs), is responsible for processing applications from 
schools for special educational needs supports, including applications for assistive technology. 

Special Needs Organisers (SENOs) make recommendations to my Department where as-
sistive technology is required. The NCSE operates within my Department’s criteria in making 
recommendations for support, as set out in my Department’s Circular 0010/2013. 

The type of equipment provided under the Assistive Technology scheme is varied, and in-
cludes audiological supports such as sound field systems and radio aids for students with hear-
ing impairment, braille equipment for children with visual impairment, and computer equip-
ment with associated modified software for students with physical or severe communicative 
disabilities.

Communication devices or medical or therapy related devices which are not specific edu-
cational interventions or equipment specifically required as essential for school educational 
access, and which have a general application outside of school, are not provided for under the 
Assistive Technology scheme. 

I wish to advise the Deputy, however, that personal hearing/communication devices, as 
referred to in her question, are provided for children by the Department of Health through the 
Health Service Executive. As such, the Deputy may wish to direct her query in relation to the 
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provision of Hearing Aids to those bodies.

13/01/2021WRV06700State Examinations

13/01/2021WRV06800510. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education if she will address mat-
ters of safety in regard to the leaving certificate (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1612/21]

13/01/2021WRV06900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains the Government’s intention to 
operate the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health 
measures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which 
has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have  in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 
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These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

13/01/2021WRV07000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRV07100511. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if she will respond to cor-
respondence received (details supplied) in respect of the reopening of schools; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1620/21]

13/01/2021WRV07200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School communities have worked in-
credibly hard to operate safely under Covid-19. The Government has always been guided by 
public health advice in relation to what is safe in schools. NPHET remain of the view that 
schools are low risk environments but recognise there is a need to reduce societal activity and 
movement to curb the spread of the virus in the community at this time.

It remains my firm intention to operate the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examina-
tions, with appropriate public health measures in place. This view is shared by the State Exami-
nations Commission (SEC), which has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating 
to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
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ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Covid-19 
context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool . 

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in De-
cember of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the com-
pletion and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 
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The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.

  Questions Nos. 512 to 514, inclusive, answered with Question No. 460.

13/01/2021WRW00500Covid-19 Tests

13/01/2021WRW00600515. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education the way in which testing and 
tracing will run in the context of post-primary schools opening for three days a week to facili-
tate sixth year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1632/21]

13/01/2021WRW00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Government decision, taken on 6 
January, on foot of public health advice, was to close schools for the vast majority of students 
for a period of three weeks, with certain exceptions. This decision was to support the overall 
public health objective to limit the movement of people in society while aiming to protect cer-
tain groups who would be more adversely impacted by school closure.

The Government’s decision included prioritising in-person teaching and learning for two 
specific cohorts; pupils/ students attending special schools and classes and final year Leaving 
Certificate students. This decision was supported by the public health advice available to Gov-
ernment. Furthermore, public health had given their commitment that testing for close contacts 
and contact tracing would continue to be provided to those in school settings, and that the public 
health arrangements that had been in place for schools prior to Christmas would continue, in-
cluding the enhanced public health teams that are in place in each public health area. 

There has been continuous engagement with education partners on this matter since Christ-
mas building on weekly engagements between partners and public health throughout the school 
year.  Despite the confirmation by Public Health that schools remain safe, unfortunately it was 
not proved possible to get agreement to provide in-person learning for these groups.

In these circumstances there was no alternative but to pause the limited reopening on Mon-
day 11th January and all pupils and students, including children with special needs, will be 
provided with a programme of remote learning.

Engagements with the Education Partners and the Department of Education continue so that 
solutions can be found to provide a full return to school for all children at the earliest opportu-
nity, particularly for priority cohorts. 

13/01/2021WRW00800National Broadband Plan

13/01/2021WRW00900516. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to schemes from companies in the UK to supply broadband for students who do not have 
access at home to facilitate remote learning; if her Department has reached out to companies 
here to do the same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1633/21]

13/01/2021WRW01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department does not have a role in 
the provision of residential broadband infrastructure. Provision for such services fall to the De-
partment of the Environment, Climate and Communications and this is being addressed through 
the implementation of the National Broadband Plan Intervention Area. My officials have an 
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ongoing engagement with that Department on issues relating to broadband services for schools. 

In an effort to support students and families a process to zero rate educational websites was 
put in place during the first lockdown, as announced by the then Minister for Environment, Cli-
mate and Communications. I am advised that the zero rating has been maintained by a number 
of telecoms providers and also that there is a range of unlimited mobile data packages on offer 
by the market.

In the context of our school system funding for ICT is issued directly to schools as schools 
are best placed to determine the ICT needs of their school community and in the context of the 
current closures to ensure that all students are supported.

ICT Infrastructure Grant funding of €100m (in two tranches of €50m) issued in 2020 to 
schools, with schools advised to use this funding to support the continuity of teaching and 
learning should a period of partial or full school closure owing to Covid-19 restrictions be 
required. The early provision of the 2020-2021 ICT funding is to enable schools to implement 
Circular 0074/2020, issued in November 2020, advising schools of the requirement to provide 
for the continuity of teaching and learning through utilising relevant digital communications/
learning platforms to support contingency planning in the event of further public health related 
school closures

It is recognised that poor access to home broadband does present challenges for the educa-
tion system in the current crisis, and that remote learning may not be appropriate or feasible for 
some students. With this in mind, schools have been asked to consider the needs of all students 
in planning their approaches to remote learning to ensure that students who may not have ad-
equate broadband services or who may not be able to access online classes. My Department 
will continue to work with the education partners to support schools through the provision of 
relevant resources on how best to use digital and other solutions to provide continuity of learn-
ing for all students at this time.

It is important to note that school buildings will remain open to allow for staff to facilitate 
remote learning. Teachers, SNAs and other school staff are allowed to travel to school as es-
sential workers. 

My Department’s Schools Broadband Access Programme provides for the supply of inter-
net connectivity for all recognised primary and post primary schools and some 98% of schools 
avail of this service. The Schools Broadband Programme is operated by my Department at an 
annual cost of some €13m.

All post-primary schools and some special schools are now included in the High Speed 
Broadband programme. Schools in this programme are monitored and selected for upgrade to 
200 Mbp/s plus, where usage indicates this is required. The primary broadband scheme is based 
on locally available infrastructure accessed by the providers of the service to my Department.  
My Department continues to fund the upgrade of services as improved infrastructure becomes 
available subject to contractual and other budgetary constraints. Some 1,800 primary schools 
are now on speeds of 30Mbp/s download plus. 

As announced recently by the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications, 
the provision of high speed connectivity to the almost 700 primary schools in the National 
Broadband Plan Intervention Area is to be accelerated for delivery by the end of 2022. My 
Department is engaging with the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 
on the intervention area implementation, including the Schools Broadband Connection Points 
Programme. 
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  Question No. 517 answered with Question No. 486.

13/01/2021WRW01200Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRW01300518. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education the planning position in 
regard to the new post-primary Educate Together school for south Drogheda, County Louth; if 
she will provide other relevant updates on the school; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [1654/21]

13/01/2021WRW01400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is committed to provid-
ing permanent accommodation to meet the needs of the school to which the Deputy refers. A 
number of potential site options have been identified and officials from my Department are 
currently appraising same. Given the commercial sensitivities associated with land acquisitions 
generally, I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

I would like to assure the Deputy that the acquisition of a new site for the school is a prior-
ity for the Department and the patron body will be informed of the location for the school as 
soon as it is possible to do so. In this regard, the school building project will be progressed into 
Architectural Planning once a suitable site has been acquired.  

13/01/2021WRW01500Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRW01600519. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education the status of an application by 
a school (details supplied) for extra special education teacher hours, as the hours it currently has 
do not suffice; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1660/21]

13/01/2021WRW01700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): DES 
Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 for post primary schools set out details 
of a new model for allocating special education teachers to schools. 

DES Circulars 0007/2019 for primary schools and 0008/2019 for post primary schools also 
provide details of how the allocations are being updated for schools from September 2019, 
based on updated profile data.

All schools received revised allocations from September 2019. 

The Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for special 
educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational profile.

Under the allocation model, schools have been provided with a total allocation for special 
education needs support based on their school profile.  

The provision of a profiled allocation is designed to give a fair allocation for each school 
which recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which pro-
vides a graduated allocation which takes into account the level of need in each school. 

Schools are frontloaded with resources, based on each school’s profile. The allocations to 
schools include provision to support all pupils in the schools, including where a child receives a 
diagnosis after the allocation is received by a school, or where there are newly enrolling pupils 
to the school. 

A process is also in place to address circumstances where the school profile significantly 
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changes following the allocation process e.g. a developing school where the net enrolment 
numbers significantly increased.

The criteria for qualification for mainstream school developing school posts are set out in 
the Primary and Post Primary School Staffing Schedule each school year.

Schools who qualify for additional mainstream developing school posts in accordance with 
these criteria also qualify for additional Special Education Teaching Allocations to take account 
of this developing status and these allocations are automatically applied for schools.

Finally, it is acknowledged that there are some circumstances, which may arise in schools, 
which fall outside the appeals process, or allocations for developing school status. 

These relate to exceptional or emergency circumstances which could not have been an-
ticipated e.g. where the school profile changes very significantly, or where other exceptional 
circumstances have arisen in a school and which may require a review of schools capacity to 
provide additional teaching support for all pupils who need it in the school, or of their utilisation 
of their allocations.

Schools who wish to seek a review of their special education teacher allocations may apply 
here  https://ncse.ie/review-of-special-education-teacher-supports-where-there-are-exception-
al-circumstances-or-needs-arising-in-a-school-2 

An application for an Exceptional Needs Review was made by the school referred to by the 
Deputy in this question, in December 2020. The NCSE is currently processing review applica-
tions and the result of this review will be communicated directly to the school in due course. 

13/01/2021WRW01800School Enrolments

13/01/2021WRW01900520. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if additional places will be 
provided at a school (details supplied) in view of the demand for first year places for the 2021-
22 academic year, as was evident in the recent oversubscription issues that have come to light; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1662/21]

13/01/2021WRW02000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my De-
partment is aware of increasing pressures and demand for additional post-primary school places 
in the school planning areas and school referred to by the Deputy.

Where capacity issues arise it may not be as a result of lack of accommodation but may be 
driven by the following factors:

- Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in the 
area

- School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

- Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school 
there are not available to all pupils

- External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area

Until these issues are discussed with the relevant school authorities the true extent of any 
capacity issue will only become known.
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Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department is 
engaging with patron bodies, including patrons in the area highlighted, to identify particular ca-
pacity requirements for the forthcoming year(s) which may necessitate action including, where 
required, the provision of modular accommodation solutions.

13/01/2021WRW02100School Enrolments

13/01/2021WRW02200521. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education the number of section 29 
appeals that have been received in her Department in regard to enrolment rejections for the 
2020-21 academic year for County Louth and catchment area in east County Meath by school 
name and number of appeals received for each school in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1663/21]

13/01/2021WRW02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It is the responsibility of the Department 
of Education to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking 
school places in an area.  Parents can choose which school to apply to and where the school has 
places available the pupil should be admitted.

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to draft, publish and 
implement a school admission policy in accordance with the Education Acts 1998 to 2018. In 
schools where there are more applicants than places available a selection process may be neces-
sary.  This may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in their school of first choice. 

The admission policy, including the selection criterion to be used where the school is over-
subscribed, must comply with the Education Acts 1998 to 2018, be non-discriminatory and be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

Where a board of management make a decision to refuse admission, a parent/guardian can 
appeal that decision under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998, and an independent appeals 
committee will be appointed to consider the appeal.  This Department has no authority to com-
pel a school to admit a student, except in circumstances where an appeal under section 29 of the 
Education Act, 1998 has been allowed and the appeals committee directs that the school admit 
the child concerned. 

My Department does not categorise appeals by location or by school. However, I can advise 
that the total number of appeals relating to refusal of enrolment heard by independent appeals 
committees between 1st September 2019 and 1st September 2020 was 181. 

Where capacity issues arise it may not be as a result of lack of accommodation but may be 
driven by other factors such as:

- Duplication of applications – pupils have applied for a place to a number of schools in the 
area

- School of choice – pupils can’t get a place in their preferred school while there are places 
in other schools in the town/area

- Some towns/areas have single sex schools and while places are available in the school they 
are not available to all pupils

- External draw – pupils coming from outside the local area

Until these issues are discussed with the relevant school authorities the true extent of any 
capacity issue will not be fully known.



13 January 2021

295

 Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department is 
engaging with patron bodies, including patrons in Louth and Meath, to identify particular ca-
pacity requirements for the forthcoming year(s) which may necessitate action including, where 
required, the provision of modular accommodation solutions. 

13/01/2021WRW02400School Accommodation

13/01/2021WRW02500522. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education the details of the capital works 
approved from 2016 at a school (details supplied); if provision will be made for the inclusion of 
a general purpose hall as part of recently awarded capital funding to the school; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1675/21]

13/01/2021WRW02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that in June 
2019, my Department approved funding for the reconfiguration of a spare classroom to accom-
modate a special class for children with special needs, as an interim measure, for the school 
in question.  My Department will be communicating directly with the school authority shortly 
regarding the status of their application for a permanent building for the special class.  

In relation to the schools application for a GP Room, the main focus of resources over the 
last decade and for the coming period is on provision of additional capacity to cater for increas-
ing demographics.  The second half of the NDP (from 2023 onwards) will see an increasing 
focus on the upgrade and refurbishment of the existing school stock.  This will include a PE 
Hall/GP Room build and modernisation programme to ensure that all students have access to 
appropriate facilities to support PE provision. The application from the school in question in 
this context will be considered when funding becomes available from 2023 onwards.

13/01/2021WRW02700Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRW02800523. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if a reply will issue to cor-
respondence (details supplied) in respect of the concerns of SNAs regarding the reopening of 
schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1678/21]

13/01/2021WRW02900Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am 
aware of the correspondence referred to by the Deputy and a response will issue to same as 
soon as possible.

My Department is conscious of the fact that closing schools has hugely adverse consequenc-
es at individual, family and societal level and that the effect on children with special educational 
needs can be even greater. 

Because of this, the Department sought to prioritise in-person teaching and learning for pu-
pils/students attending special schools and special classes and to allow these facilities to reopen 
from Monday 11th January. 

Unfortunately, following a number of meetings with education partners, including trade 
unions and school management bodies in recent days, and despite the confirmation by Public 
Health that schools remain safe, it has not proved possible to get agreement on the provision of 
in-person teaching and learning for children in special schools and special classes at this time. 

In supporting schools on issues of health, safety and welfare, the Department is guided by 
the expert advice published by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC).  
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The advice from the HPSC to the Department of Education has recommended that face 
coverings should be worn by all staff members where it is not possible to maintain a physical 
distance of 2 metres from other staff, parents, essential visitors or pupils.

Special Needs Assistants attend to the care needs of some of the most vulnerable students 
and I acknowledge the need for them to have appropriate protective masks and face coverings 
when they are carrying out intimate care functions in the course of their work.  Funding has 
been provided to schools for necessary PPE including face masks. 

The Department is continuing to engage with education partners in relation to these matters.

13/01/2021WRW03000State Examinations

13/01/2021WRW03100524. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Education her plans to proceed with 
the junior certificate examinations in 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1681/21]

13/01/2021WRW03200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Planning for the 2021 state examinations 
is underway by the State Examinations Commission (SEC) and my Department. It is recognised 
that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving environ-
ment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 state examinations, including public health considerations 
and appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks  from 11 January.  

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, are engaging in a programme of remote learn-
ing with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Covid-19 
context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. 

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School.
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On Monday 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated version of the pub-
lication.

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) has published 
the revised arrangements for Classroom-Based Assessments for students entering third year in 
2020. Details are available at https://ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/assessment-and-reporting/revised-
arrangements-for-the-completion-of-classroom-based-assessments-cbas-for-the-cohort-of-stu-
dents-2018-2021-current-second-years-entering-third-year-in-2020. 

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education and Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool. 

13/01/2021WRW03300State Examinations

13/01/2021WRW03400525. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education the date for the submission 
of projects for leaving certificate economics; if there will be flexibility on this date due to Co-
vid-19 restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1688/21]

13/01/2021WRW03500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

13/01/2021WRW03600State Examinations

13/01/2021WRW03700526. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education if the dates and dead-
lines for leaving certificate projects and other work outside of the written examinations will be 
extended; the steps she is taking in respect of these aspects of the examinations; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1694/21]

13/01/2021WRW03800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
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Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in Decem-
ber of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the completion 
and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at https://www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
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school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.  

13/01/2021WRW03900State Examinations

13/01/2021WRW04000527. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education when the results of the third 
appeal for leaving certificate results 2020 will be available; and when the results of the exams 
that were taken in October and November 2020 will be available. [1715/21]

13/01/2021WRW04100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The 2020 Leaving Certificate Calculated 
Grades appeals process has concluded and the appeal outcomes were made available to students 
on 16 October 2020 through the Calculated Grades Student Portal.

In the processing of the appeals, a total of 33,301 individual subject records belonging to 
12,216 students were reviewed.  This number excludes students who initially entered for an ap-
peal but later withdrew their application.

As a result of the process, a total of 18 increased grades were awarded to 18 individual 
students.   

The appeals process was a process review focussed on looking for errors in the transmission 
and processing of student data through the process.  It was not possible to appeal the informa-
tion (estimated percentage mark or rank order) provided by the school.  Due to the nature of the 
Calculated Grades system the professional judgement of the school was outside of the appeals 
process.  The design of the statistical model and the application of the national standardisation 
process was also outside of the scope of the appeals process. 

The CAO were also notified of changes to students’ results on 16 October. Candidates who 
are eligible for a new offer as a result of the upgraded mark received following the appeals pro-
cess will be contacted as soon as possible.

Students unhappy with the outcome of the above process could invoke a separate process to 
have their appeal reviewed by independent Appeals Scrutineers. These scrutineers are indepen-
dent of my Department. The independent Appeals Scrutineers will check to ensure the correct 
procedures were followed throughout the appeals process. The scrutineers will have access to 
the records and documentation considered in the appeals process.

The closing date for application to this process was 23 October.  Applications for this stage 
of the appeals process were submitted by 302 candidates in respect of 900 subject results.  Ev-
ery effort will be made to complete this review stage as quickly as possible and to provide the 
outcomes to students.  At this stage, it is not possible to specify the exact timescale for comple-
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tion of the review process.  

The postponed Leaving Certificate 2020 written examinations concluded on 11 December. 

The decision to hold the postponed examinations in November and December 2020 was 
taken in order to minimise the impact on candidates by holding the postponed examinations at 
the earliest possible date and to minimise the impact on the integrity of the school year to the 
greatest extent possible.  It is expected that provisional results of these examinations will issue 
in February 2021. 

  Question No. 528 answered with Question No. 460.

13/01/2021WRW04300State Examinations

13/01/2021WRW04400529. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if she will consider post-
poning the leaving certificate exams until July 2021 to allow students additional time in the 
classroom; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1719/21]

13/01/2021WRW04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my firm intention to operate 
the conventional 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations, with appropriate public health mea-
sures in place. This view is shared by the State Examinations Commission (SEC), which has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations

Planning for these examinations is underway by the SEC and the Department. It is recog-
nised that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving envi-
ronment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 examinations, including public health considerations and 
appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led to the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks from 11 January until 1 February. 

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, including Leaving Certificate students, are 
engaging in a programme of remote learning with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Co-
vid-19 context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. This documentation has been 
complemented by Circular 0074/2020  (Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform) which 
requires all schools to have in place appropriate contingency measures to ensure that they are 
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prepared to continue to support teaching and learning in the event of a partial or full closure of 
schools arising from Public Health advice.

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School. On 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated ver-
sion of the publication, which includes clarifications in relation to a number of subjects. 

These arrangements are designed to take account of the disrupted learning experienced by 
students during the 2019/20 school year and to factor in for some further possible loss of learn-
ing time in the 2020/21 school year as a contingency measure. As the loss of learning through 
school closures affects students’ engagement with their course of study in different ways, the 
adjustments put in place play to students’ strengths by leaving intact the familiar overall struc-
ture of the examinations, while incorporating additional choice. The adjustments were arrived 
at through discussions between my Department, the State Examinations Commission (SEC), 
the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and key stakeholders.  

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition to the above the State Examinations Commission also advised schools in Decem-
ber of flexibility being provided for schools and students in the arrangements for the completion 
and authentication of coursework and that circular is available at https://www.examinations.ie/
misc-doc/BI-EX-12232019.pdf. Further clarifications in this regard, on foot of the most recent 
school closure, will shortly be issued by the SEC. 

The SEC has valuable learning from the experience of running the 2020 November state 
examinations, notwithstanding that the numbers taking these examinations were significantly 
lower than the number due to sit examinations in 2021.  The measures relating to COVID-19 
that were put in place for the November examinations will be considered as part of the planning 
for examinations in 2021.   

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include ‘Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ and ‘Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers’. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool.  

  Questions Nos. 530 to 532, inclusive, answered with Question No. 460.

13/01/2021WRW04900State Examinations

13/01/2021WRW05000533. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education her plans for the junior 
certificate 2021 examinations; if there are still plans to conduct the exams; and if so, the addi-
tional support that can be provided for junior certificate students. [1744/21]

13/01/2021WRW05100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Planning for the 2021 state examinations 
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is underway by the State Examinations Commission (SEC) and my Department. It is recognised 
that a flexible and agile approach is necessary in light of the continuing fast-moving environ-
ment linked to Covid-19. This planning work is being assisted by an advisory group of key 
stakeholders which has recently been reconvened. The advisory group includes representatives 
of students, parents, teachers, school leadership and management bodies, the SEC, the National 
Council for Curriculum and Assessment, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, the Higher Education Authority and the Department of Educa-
tion, including the National Educational Psychological Service.

The advisory group met on 25 November and on 14 December 2020, with a further meeting 
planned for later this month. The advisory group will consider all of the various issues arising 
in relation to the holding of the 2021 state examinations, including public health considerations 
and appropriate contingency measures. 

My Department is acutely aware of the disruption caused to students as a result of school 
closures resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic which led the decision not to run the state 
examinations last summer, and the more recent decision of 7 January 2021 to close schools for 
up to three weeks  from 11 January.  

From Monday 11 January 2021, all students, are engaging in a programme of remote learn-
ing with their schools. 

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department has already provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education 
partners, to enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a Covid-19 
context. These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool. 

Last August, I announced a series of changes that would be made to assessment arrange-
ments for both Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate examinations for 2021. This announcement 
was accompanied by a published document detailing these changes, Assessment Arrangements 
for Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, and forms part of the Roadmap 
for the Full Return to School.

On Monday 21 December 2020, the Department published an updated version of the pub-
lication.

These changes to the national assessment arrangements were made with due regard for 
the principles of equity, fairness and integrity, as these principles apply to assessment and ex-
aminations and refer to student to-student, subject-to-subject, and year-to-year comparisons 
over time. The changes provide reassurance to students, their parents/guardians, teachers and 
schools.

In addition, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) has published 
the revised arrangements for Classroom-Based Assessments for students entering third year in 
2020. Details are available at https://ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/assessment-and-reporting/revised-
arrangements-for-the-completion-of-classroom-based-assessments-cbas-for-the-cohort-of-stu-
dents-2018-2021-current-second-years-entering-third-year-in-2020. 

Other documents published by my Department to support the return to school include Guid-
ance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education and Returning 
to school: Guidance on learning and school programmes for post primary school leaders and 
teachers. These documents provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each 
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practical subject area, so that students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning.  
All documentation published is available on www.gov.ie/backtoschool. 

13/01/2021WRW05200State Examinations

13/01/2021WRW05300534. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education if her attention has 
been drawn to the need to postpone deadlines for leaving certificate practical exams until the 
resumption of normal school attendance; and if the case of design communications graphic 
assessment will be examined, which requires students to be in school and use computer-aided 
design tools and in cases in which the remaining time will not be sufficient for students to meet 
the deadline of 15 January 2021. [1749/21]

13/01/2021WRW05400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

13/01/2021WRW05500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRW05600535. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the guidelines published 
regarding remote teaching; if the recording of classes for children is permitted; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1765/21]

13/01/2021WRW05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Schools have worked extremely hard 
over the last few months to put in place remote teaching and learning plans for this contin-
gency, based on guidance provided by my Department and agreed with the education partners. 
This guidance includes best practice on age and stage appropriate resources and supports and 
schools have been advised to develop their own plans, based on this guidance, to support stu-
dents’ learning in this period. Those guidance materials were issued to schools and centres for 
education as they were published and are available at gov.ie.

There has been a huge increase in the ability and skill level in this area, with enormous 
take-up by teachers and school leaders of the training and resources offered by my Department 
and its agencies. In addition, significant additional resources have been provided to schools to 
help support the provision of ICT equipment and to prioritise the needs of students that do not 
otherwise have access to ICT. 100 million euro was provided to schools for the purpose of pur-
chasing of IT equipment. Schools are showing commitment to supporting the student body with 
remote learning, via ICT where possible and using other methods where not. 

As part of this guidance schools were advised to research various digital platforms for fa-
cilitating communication between teachers and pupils and supporting pupils learning remotely. 
Schools should use the most appropriate whole-school approach for their context. In some 
schools, the use of digital communication platforms may not be appropriate or possible for 
some pupils.

It is crucially important that the learning of all pupils/students, especially those with special 
educational needs and those at risk of educational disadvantage and/or early school leaving, are 
supported at this time. 

Special education teachers (SETs) should continue to engage with the pupils/students on 
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their caseloads and class/subject teachers should differentiate teaching and learning in line with 
their pupils’/students’ needs to minimise disruption to their learning and progression

13/01/2021WRW05800Schools Site Acquisitions

13/01/2021WRW05900536. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Education the status of the acquisition 
of a site for a school (details supplied). [1778/21]

13/01/2021WRW06000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm for the Deputy that Clare 
County Council have finalised the legal conveyancing on a plot of land in the centre of Kilrush 
which was acquired from a third party landowner.

A master planning exercise is nearing completion by Clare County Council (assisted by this 
Department) in order to determine the best technical layout for the site.

Once this process is completed, Clare County Council will undertake a transfer of the site 
for the school to my Department in accordance with the protocols for the transfer of state prop-
erty assets between state bodies.

It is not possible to provide further information at this stage. I can reassured the Deputy that 
the matter is being prioritised and that further announcements will be made to all concerned 
parties, when it becomes possible to do so.

13/01/2021WRX00200State Examinations

13/01/2021WRX00300537. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education her definitive plans for the roll-
out of oral exams for leaving certificate 2021 students; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [1784/21]

13/01/2021WRX00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

13/01/2021WRX00500State Examinations

13/01/2021WRX00600538. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education if the leaving certificate 
oral examination will go ahead as planned; if there are provisions for the exam to be held re-
motely; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1803/21]

13/01/2021WRX00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

13/01/2021WRX00800State Examinations
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13/01/2021WRX00900539. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Education if the leaving certifi-
cate oral examinations will take place in 2021; and if so, when the oral examinations will take 
place. [1807/21]

13/01/2021WRX01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) has statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examina-
tions.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

13/01/2021WRX01100Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRX01200540. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Education if progress has been made on 
capital works approved in principle for a school (details supplied) in County Mayo; the reason 
for the delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1814/21]

13/01/2021WRX01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am pleased to inform the Deputy that 
funding was approved under the Additional Accommodation Scheme 2019 to enable the school 
in question to build four general classrooms, one Construction room with prep area, along with 
locker and WC’s space.  

The submission of the Stage 1/2a report (pre planning) was received in my Department in 
late March 2020 at the start of the Covid 19 pandemic. There was a short period of delay at this 
stage in terms of co-ordinating a complete review of this report and progressing the project to 
the next stage of architectural planning.

I can confirm that this project received my Department’s approval in August 2020 to go to 
planning, and the Department currently awaits a Stage 2B (developed design) report from the 
school for review.

13/01/2021WRX01400Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRX01500541. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education the steps she will take to 
ensure that students with special educational needs in mainstream classes will be supported to 
continue their education on par with their peers during the time school buildings are closed; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [1879/21]

13/01/2021WRX01600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): My 
Department is conscious of the fact that closing schools has hugely adverse consequences at 
individual, family and societal level and that the effect on children with special educational 
needs can be even greater. 

Because of this, my Department sought to prioritise in-person teaching and learning for pu-
pils/students attending special schools and special classes and to allow these facilities to reopen 
from Monday, 11th January.

Unfortunately, following a number of meetings with education partners, including trade 
unions and school management bodies, and despite the confirmation by Public Health that 
schools remain safe, it has not proved possible to get agreement on the provision of in-person 
teaching and learning for children in special schools and special classes at this time.
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My Department is continuing to engage with education partners, including parental repre-
sentative bodies, in relation to this matter. 

I have also met with a number of disability representative groups in relation to how children 
with special educational needs can best be supported during the current school closure period. 
I am grateful for and committed to continuing this important engagement.

Updated Guidance on Continuity of Schooling: Supporting Pupils with Special Educational 
Needs (for mainstream primary and special schools and for post-primary schools) has also been 
made available by my Department. 

This revised guidance advises on how schools and teachers can support continuity in the 
learning of pupils with special educational needs during the school closures associated with 
COVID-19. The guidance builds on the key messages in a range of guidance materials which 
were issued to schools and centres for education as they were published. Specific guidance has 
been published by the Department to support schools in the context of remote teaching and 
learning in a Covid-19 context:

Guidance on Remote Learning in a COVID-19 Context: September – December 2020; https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/a0bff-reopening-our-primary-and-special-schools/#additional-
guidelines-and-procedures   (Department of Education, October 2020)

This has been complemented by the Department of Education Circular Letter 0074/2020 
in relation to the establishment of Digital Communication, Teaching and Learning Platforms: 
https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/cl0074_2020.pdf   

This guidance is intended to assist mainstream and special schools as they endeavour to sup-
port teaching and learning for pupils with special educational needs through remote teaching 
approaches. Key themes of the guidance## include:

- The role of schools and teachers in engaging with pupils with SEN

- Teachers and school leaders working to support pupils with SEN

- Keeping in touch with parents and guardians

- Keeping pupils with SEN safe in the distance learning environment

- Resources for teachers.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is also communicating directly with 
schools on the range of supports available to special schools and schools with special classes. 
The following sets out some of the supports available: 

- NCSE has created a dedicated phone line for parents to get advice and support from SE-
NOs. The SENO will provide support and advice to parents and where relevant provide specific 
resources e.g. behaviour strategies, NEPS well-being resources. If necessary, parents can book 
a subsequent appointment with the SENO assigned to their child’s school.  This new phone 
number is 01 603 3456 (from Monday,11 January) 

I would like to reiterate my Department’s commitment to continue to engage with the part-
ners in education with the goal of providing an urgent return to school for these cohorts of 
children. 

13/01/2021WRX01700State Examinations
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13/01/2021WRX01800542. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education the steps she will take to sup-
port the mental health and well-being of students in examination years during the academic year 
2020/2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1880/21]

13/01/2021WRX01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Minister is acutely aware of the chal-
lenges faced by examination year students and their families at this difficult time. All decisions 
taken in relation to schools are based on current public health advice. The welfare of students 
and that of their families is front and centre in all decision making.

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) of my Department is leading on 
supporting the wellbeing of schools communities. The response to support the wellbeing of 
all within school communities requires a structured, psychosocial response which is compas-
sionate and largely preventative and proactive.  This requires a whole-school team approach to 
planning in order to ensure that staff, students and parents feel safe and secure.  This response 
is aligned with the HSE guidance on such responses, and based on the five key principles of 
promoting a sense of safety, calm, connectedness, self- and community-efficacy and hope.  

NEPS psychologists continue to provide a service to schools via remote access.  All psy-
chologists have been asked to continue to maintain contact with their assigned schools during 
this period of school closure.   NEPS psychologists will continue with elements of case work 
deemed necessary which will be managed remotely to support the learning and wellbeing of 
children and young people. With the support of schools, this can include: 

- Consultation with teachers and/or teachers and parents (by telephone/on secure on-line 
platform)

- Completion of various checklists and measures used to evaluate the needs of children and 
young people (by telephone/on secure on-line platform)

- Onward referral to other services

- Input into Student Support Plans/Reviews (by telephone/on secure on-line platform)

- Feedback to teachers and/or parents (by telephone/on secure on-line platform)

- Completion and issuing of written reports

NEPS will continue to signpost schools to resources and supports for wellbeing that have 
been made available by NEPS and the Department’s other support services. The resources to 
support students and parents will be re-circulated and promoted directly via social media over 
the coming period. NEPS will also continue to provide support to schools in the event of a criti-
cal incident.  

Resources to support the wellbeing of school communities when schools are closed have 
been revised by NEPS, and include the following for exam students and teachers and parents/
guardians supporting students:  

Students

- Advice for young people while schools are closed

- A Plan for the Day – A template to support daily routines

- Managing Stress and Anxiety – a guide for students

- Panic attacks – a guide for students
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Teachers

- The response to stress information for school staff

- Normalising thoughts feelings and behaviour – a guide for school staff

- Guidelines for Teachers - Listen, Connect, Model & Teach (This guide has been developed 
to enable teachers  to talk in a comforting and supportive way with students who may need the 
support of the Student Support Team at this time

- Managing Stress and Anxiety in students – A Guide for School Staff

Parents

- A Guide for Parents on supporting children and young people with daily routines while 
schools are closed

- How to Calm and Support your Child – A Guide for Parents and Guardians

- Managing Stress and Anxiety - A Guide for Parents and Guardians 

My Department will continue to signpost schools and students to the HSE/HSE-funded 
e-mental health services. The Department of Health and HSE have ensured the most appropri-
ate services and resources are clearly signposted for young people. The stepped care approach 
recognises that at present, there already exists services that offer online text and telephone sup-
ports to people seeking mental health information and advice. 

These include the Samaritans; Pieta House; MyMind; Turn2Me; Aware; Crisis Text Ireland; 
Shine; BeLongTo; LGBT Ireland; Jigsaw; Bodywhys and Childline. The YourMentalHealth.
ie website provides a ‘one-stop-shop’ portal for people seeking information, supports and ser-
vices, including information on accessing urgent help and a mental health text messaging sup-
port service which is available 24 hours a day, 7 days each week to connect people with trained 
volunteers.   

Each post primary school currently receives an allocation in respect of guidance provision, 
which is calculated by reference to the approved enrolment.  Counselling is a key part of the 
role of the Guidance Counsellor, offered on an individual or group basis as part of a develop-
mental learning process, at moments of personal crisis but also at key transition points. The 
Guidance Counsellor also identifies and supports the referral of students to external counselling 
agencies and professionals, as required. The Guidance Counsellor is key in developing and 
implementing innovative approaches to wellbeing promotion on a whole schools basis though 
the school’s Guidance Plan.

13/01/2021WRX02000Departmental Communications

13/01/2021WRX02100543. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education the most appropriate means 
for second-level students to contact her Department to communicate their experiences sur-
rounding school building closures after students reporting comments being disabled online on 
social media; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1881/21]

13/01/2021WRX02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Government has decided to pause 
the limited reopening of schools scheduled for the 11th January to allow for further engage-
ments with education partners to ensure that schools continue to operate safely. The voice of 
students is represented in those ongoing engagements by the Irish Second-Level Students’ 
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Union (ISSU).

The Department of Education welcomes public engagement via its Twitter account and en-
ables the comment function under all of its tweets. If comments were disabled for any particular 
Department of Education tweets, this occurred in error.

@Education_Ire is an effective ‘broadcast’ tool to share information with people who are 
interested in education. Unfortunately, we cannot provide replies or other feedback to our fol-
lowers.

Contact should be made through our business units, available on our website - Contact 
Us. Students can also email the Department at: info@education.gov.ie.

More information on the Department’s Twitter policy is available below: https://www.edu-
cation.ie/en/Contact-Us/List-of-Contact-Details/Twitter-Policy.html

It is crucially important that the learning of all pupils/students, especially those with special 
educational needs and those at risk of educational disadvantage and/or early school leaving, are 
supported at this time.

13/01/2021WRX02300Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRX02400544. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place requirements, replacement of facilities, new school require-
ments and special needs provision in respect of each school project at primary and post-primary 
levels in Kilcock, County Kildare; the extent to which each project is on target in line with 
projections notwithstanding the imprecise previous reply in this regard; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.  [1903/21]

13/01/2021WRX02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The following school building projects 
are being progressed in Kilcock, Co. Kildare to meet expected demand in the area.

Major building projects included as part of the Capital Programme:

St Joseph’s Boy’s National School (RN 16706G)

- A new 16 classroom school with 1 SEN Base Class commenced on site in March 2020 and 
the contract is 20 months.

Enfield Community College (RN 76595N) 

- A new school was established in Enfield in September 20 and this new school in the 
Kilcock School Planning Area. This school is to cater for 1,000 pupils and will include for a 
4-classroom SEN Base and has opened in interim accommodation. The project to provide a 
permanent building is currently at stage 2b of architectural planning process which is detailed 
design. 

As previously advised details of all school building projects both at primary and post-pri-
mary level are available on my Department website www.education.ie and this information is 
updated on a regular basis.

13/01/2021WRX02600Schools Building Projects
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13/01/2021WRX02700545. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place requirements, replacement of facilities, new school require-
ments and special needs provision in respect of each school project at primary and post-primary 
levels in Maynooth, County Kildare; the extent to which each project is on target in line with 
projections notwithstanding the imprecise previous reply in this regard; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1904/21]

13/01/2021WRX02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The following school building projects 
are being progressed in Maynooth, Co. Kildare to meet expected demand in the area.

Major building projects included as part of the Capital Programme:

Maynooth Post Primary School (R/N 70700A) and Maynooth Community College (R/N 
76193Q)

- A building projects to deliver 1,000 pupils places and 2-classroom SEN bases of both of 
these schools was practically completed in December 2020 and are ready for occupation. How-
ever, there are outstanding additional works to take place to complete a shared PE Hall facility.

Gaelscoil Ruairí (RN 20527F)      

- School opened in September 2019 and is currently accommodated in interim accommo-
dation. The proposed new 8-classroom school building plus 2-classroom SEN is at planning 
permission stage.  A request for further information was received on 18/12/2020.  Until such 
time as planning permission has been secured, it is not possible to provide a timeline for pro-
gression of the project to tender and construction stages.

Maynooth Boys School (RN 17341U) 

- This project commenced construction in December 2020 for a new 24 classroom school 
and a 2 classroom SEN Base. The construction project is progressing satisfactorily on site and 
the contract duration is 18 months.

- Maynooth Educate Together (RN 20292E) 

- This project is currently on site and due for completion in Quarter 2 2021. Phase 1 was 
handed over in 2019, the project when complete will provide for a 16 classroom school plus 
SEN classes. 

In addition the following Additional School Accommodation project has been approved: 

Presentation Girls NS (RN 00779U)

- This project is at the design stage. The project is to provide 3 mainstream classrooms 
(including allowing for conversion of existing classrooms to provide SEN provision), 2 SET 
rooms and ancillary accommodation.

As previously advised details of all school building projects both at primary and post-pri-
mary level are available on my Department website www.education.ie and this information is 
updated on a regular basis.

13/01/2021WRX02900Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRX03000546. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place requirements, replacement of facilities, new school require-
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ments and special needs provision in respect of each school project at primary and post-primary 
levels in Celbridge, County Kildare; the extent to which each project is on target in line with 
projections notwithstanding the imprecise previous reply in this regard; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1905/21]

13/01/2021WRX03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The following school building projects 
are being progressed in Clane, Co. Kildare to meet expected demand in the area.

Major building projects included as part of the Capital Programme:

- St Raphael’s Special School (RN 18988G)

- Scoil Naomh Padraig (RN 20257C )

- Celbridge Community School (RN 91614B)

It is proposed to accommodate the three schools on a campus development in order to cater 
for the permanent needs of the schools. The Department is presently at a very advanced stage in 
the process of acquiring a suitable site, located at Donaghcumper. As part of the Department’s 
appraisal, traffic management analysis is being examined and my officials are continuing to 
actively engage regularly with both Kildare County Council and the Landowner on all aspects 
of the future operation of the proposed site.

13/01/2021WRX03200Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRX03300547. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place requirements, replacement of facilities, new school require-
ments and special needs provision in respect of each school project at primary and post-primary 
levels in Prosperous, County Kildare; the extent to which each project is on target in line with 
projections notwithstanding the imprecise previous reply in this regard; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1906/21]

13/01/2021WRX03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The following school building projects 
are being progressed in Prosperous, Co. Kildare to meet expected demand in the area.

Major building projects included as part of the Capital Programme:

St Farnan’s Post Primary School (RN 70720G) 

- A project to increase the capacity at the school from 500 to 1,000 pupils has been devolved 
for delivery to Kildare & Wicklow Educational Training Board (KWETB). I understand that the 
design team is preparing the Stage 1 report (preliminary design) and it is nearing completion.

As previously advised details of all school building projects both at primary and post-pri-
mary level are available on my Department website www.education.ie and this information is 
updated on a regular basis.

13/01/2021WRX03500Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRX03600548. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place requirements, replacement of facilities, new school require-
ments and special needs provision in respect of each school project at primary and post-primary 
levels in Naas, County Kildare; the extent to which each project is on target in line with projec-



Questions - Written Answers

312

tions notwithstanding the imprecise previous reply in this regard; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1907/21]

13/01/2021WRX03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The following school building projects 
are being progressed in Naas Co. Kildare to meet expected demand in the area.

Major building projects included as part of the Capital Programme:

Mercy Convent, Naas (RN 15040T) 

- Project is to provide a new 32-classroom school building. This project is in the process of 
a retender for a contractor to complete this new building.

St Corban’s National School, Naas (RN 17254C )

- Project to provide an extension to cater for a 16 Classroom School with 2 SEN base class-
es is currently at Stage 1 of Architectural Planning.

New Naas Primary School -   Proposed new primary school which was due to open in Sep-
tember 2021 has been deferred to open at a later date.

Naas Girls School Roll No 61730I -   A project has been devolved to the National Develop-
ment Finance Agency (NDFA) for delivery as part of a programme of school building projects 
to provide a new 1,000 pupil school with 1 SEN Base class. As the project is at an early stage in 
the delivery process, it is not possible at this time to give a date for its completion. 

Naas Community College (RN 76194S)

- A Project to provide a 1,000 pupil new school has been devolved for delivery to Kildare & 
Wicklow Educational Training Board (KWETB). Work began on site in November 2019.  

In addition the following Additional School Accommodation project has also been approved.

Holy Child National School (RN 19597T) 

- Project to provide 2 Mainstream and 2 SEN classrooms. The project is the design stage. A 
stage 1 report has not yet been received by the Department.

As previously advised details of all school building projects both at primary and post-pri-
mary level are available on my Department website www.education.ie and this information is 
updated on a regular basis.

13/01/2021WRX03800Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRX03900549. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place requirements, replacement of facilities, new school require-
ments and special needs provision in respect of each school project at primary and post-primary 
levels in Clane, County Kildare; the extent to which each project is on target in line with projec-
tions notwithstanding the imprecise previous reply in this regard; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1908/21]

13/01/2021WRX04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The following school building projects 
are being progressed in Clane Co. Kildare to meet expected demand in the area.

Major building projects included as part of the Capital Programme:



13 January 2021

313

Hewetson National School (Roll No 13920O) 

- This project has been devolved to the school management authority for delivery. As the 
project is at an early stage of the delivery process, it is not possible at this time to give a date 
for its completion.   This project will provide for accommodation for a 6-classroom school and 
1SEN Base when completed.

St Patrick Boys National School (Roll No 19796C) 

- The Detailed Design Stage has been approved and the project will now progress to the next 
stage of architectural planning. The project when complete will provide for 24-classrooms plus 
2-classroom SEN base.

In addition the following Additional School Accommodation project have been approved 
for a school in Clane. 

Scoil Mhuire Community School (Roll No 91372D)

- A project to provide the replacement of 5 Mainstream 38.5m prefab, 2 science labs & 
Shared prep area, WC for assisted users and 1 class SEN base. The project also includes the pro-
vision of interim accommodation for a SEN class for 2021/22. The project is at the design stage.

As previously advised details of all school building projects both at primary and post-pri-
mary level are available on my Department website www.education.ie and this information is 
updated on a regular basis.

13/01/2021WRX04100Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRX04200550. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the position regarding 
the replacement of a school (details supplied); the degree to which progress has been made to 
advance the three-school project campus; the degree of negotiation with Kildare County Coun-
cil to address road traffic management, new bridge provisions and a second river crossing given 
the undoubted impact traffic management is likely to have on the school proposals and the un-
workability of the plans in this regard to date; when it is expected the three schools in question 
are likely to receive indication of major progress given the urgent pressure on school places in 
the area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1909/21]

13/01/2021WRX04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy has been advised previ-
ously, a new site will be required for a school campus development, in order to cater for the 
permanent needs of St. Patrick’s National School, Celbridge Community College and St. Ra-
phael’s Special School. The Department is presently at a very advanced stage in the process of 
acquiring a suitable site, located at Donaghcumper.

I can confirm that agreement in principle has been reached with a landowner for the acquisi-
tion of the site and that ongoing work is progressing in respect of technical matters crucial to the 
delivery of the acquisition. These matters are being addressed at a technical & procedural level - 
as a priority. As part of our appraisal, traffic management analysis is indeed being examined and 
we are continuing to actively engage regularly with both Kildare Co. Co. and the Landowner on 
all aspects of the future operation of the proposed site.

As previously advised - due to the very specific commercially sensitive nature of this site 
acquisition - I am unable to elaborate further but please rest assured that this project is consid-
ered a priority and is being given our full attention.
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13/01/2021WRX04400School Funding

13/01/2021WRX04500551. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the position regarding 
the funding for a school (details supplied) given that the project is nearing completion; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [1910/21]

13/01/2021WRX04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The project for the school referred to by 
the Deputy commenced on site in March 2020 it is progressing satisfactorily with a contract 
duration of approximately 20 months.

13/01/2021WRX04700Schools Building Projects

13/01/2021WRX04800552. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the position regarding 
the completion of schools (details supplied); the extent to which previously made commitments 
in regard to the alternative use of the existing school sites remain positive with particular refer-
ence to the sharing of part of the site with a school for the provision of a public swimming pool 
and the commitment given in respect of a school; if, in the meantime, access and use of part of 
the site on a temporary basis can be made available to the authorities at a school while construc-
tion on their school takes place given the need to ensure the highest possible health and safety 
standards; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1911/21]

13/01/2021WRX04900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): While there are certain outstanding ad-
ditional works to take place on site, the new school buildings referred to by the Deputy were 
practically completed in December and are ready for occupation.

The existing school site referred to by the Deputy is not in the Minister’s ownership and 
queries in relation to any arrangements regarding this site should be referred to the owner of the 
property Kildare & Wicklow Education and Training Board (KWETB). Any requests in relation 
to the site will be appraised by KWETB in light of the overall educational needs of the area.

13/01/2021WRX05000Early Retirement Allowance

13/01/2021WRX05100553. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Social Protection if matters raised in 
correspondence by a person (details supplied) regarding the early retirement allowance will 
receive a response. [1699/21]

13/01/2021WRX05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Programme for Gov-
ernment “Our Shared Future” commits to introducing a Retirement Payment for 65 year olds 
paid at the same rate as Jobseeker’s Benefit without a requirement to sign on, partake in any 
activation measures or be available for and genuinely seeking work.   

Officials in my Department are currently considering how the Government commitment 
could be implemented and are assessing and designing the ICT system changes, legal provi-
sions and administrative processes required to do that.  It is hoped to finalise these arrangements 
later this quarter.  

In the meantime, the Deputy should note that a person aged 65 or over who is retired and 
qualifies for a jobseeker’s benefit payment may retain that payment in full (assuming they don’t 
return to work) until they reach the state pension age of 66, i.e., the payment does not exhaust 
after 6 or 9 months as it normally does.  
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRX05300Youth Unemployment

13/01/2021WRX05400554. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Social Protection the plans 
in place to ensure the high numbers of youth unemployment are reduced as Ireland comes out 
of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1770/21]

13/01/2021WRX05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will 
be aware, and based on experience from past recessions, youth employment tends to be dispro-
portionately impacted by any labour market shock.  This is because many employers operate 
a “last in-first out” protocol when reducing their labour force and also because young people 
tend to work in occupations and sectors such as retail and hospitality, for example, that are most 
immediately affected by economic downturns.  The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on youth 
unemployment has been no different in this regard.

Youth unemployment stood at just over 10% in Q1 2020 based on the Labour Force Survey 
data, with approximately 20,000 persons aged under 25 on the Live Register.  By Q3 2020 these 
figures had increased to 20% and 25,000 respectively.  If PUP recipients at the end of Decem-
ber are included, just under 45% of young people in the labour force were unemployed at that 
stage. 

It is important to note that the Government extended access to PUP to students who worked 
part-time.  Of those under 25s in receipt of PUP, almost one quarter have self-certified as stu-
dents. Using internationally recognised standards set by the International Labour Organisation, 
these students would not normally be considered, or counted, as unemployed.

While the employment of young people is significantly affected by the pandemic, we also 
know from past recessions that youth unemployment levels typically fall quite quickly once 
economic activity resumes.  In addition, the jobs of many persons currently on PUP will not be 
permanently lost due to the pandemic. Many will return to previous employment once restric-
tions ease, as they did during previous easing of restrictions during 2020.  

However, others will require assistance and support to return to employment, reskill and 
to find new jobs.  My Department is supporting initiatives to assist  people, including young 
people, get back to work, once COVID restrictions and their impact on the economy and labour 
market begin to ease. Under the July Jobs Stimulus, my Department, along with the Department 
of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, are putting in place the 
following measures:

- Expanding the caseload capacity of Intreo Centres during Q1 2021 with the assignment of 
100 job coaches to provide enhanced employment services and supports. Case officer support 
to help people with job search advice and assistance is shown to be the most effective means of 
helping people move into employment. 

- Extending the current contracts of existing contracted public employment service provid-
ers into 2021. In particular, the Local Employment Service is being extended into four new 
areas and the capacity of the service increased by 50%. 

- Expanding the benefit of the JobsPlus recruitment subsidy to employers who hire young 
people.  Under this scheme an employer receives the JobsPlus subsidy of €7,500 once they 
employ a young person (under 30 years of age) who has been unemployed for just 4 months. A 
higher subsidy of €10,000 is paid for recruitment of a person who was long term unemployed 
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(over 12 months).  This will help make it more attractive to recruit young people who face dif-
ficulties in securing a footing in employment. 

- Providing access to additional full-time and part-time education, including targeted short-
term courses, with over 35,000 new education and training places for those currently unem-
ployed.

- Providing incentives to employers to take on more apprentices, with the provision of a 
grant of €3,000 to employers for each new apprentice recruited until June 2021.

- Facilitating access to the Back to Education Allowance and Back to Work Enterprise Al-
lowance to those displaced by the pandemic by waiving the usual qualifying period of 3-9 
months. My Department will actively promote this scheme to suitable candidates and although 
it is not budget capped, additional provision has been made in Budget 2021 of €3.5million – 
equivalent to an extra 700 places.

Furthermore, building on the success of the Youth Employment Support Scheme (YESS), 
my Department is at an advanced stage in developing a new work placement experience pro-
gramme for those out of work for at least six months. This programme will seek to encour-
age businesses  provide jobseekers with the necessary workplace skills to compete in the labour 
market and to help break the vicious circle of “no job without experience, no experience with-
out a job”.  There is a target of over 10,000 persons, regardless of age, to be placed on this six-
month scheme by end of this year. I expect to launch the Programme  as soon as public health 
restrictions allow in 2021.

Work is also at an advanced stage by my Department to develop Pathways to Work, the 
national employment services strategy for the period 2021-2025. The strategy will seek to build 
upon those support measures outlined above as we assist young people on their journey to 
work.  Publication is expected in early 2021, following the launch of the Government’s Na-
tional Economic Plan.

In developing these programmes and services the Department is working closely with, and 
being advised by, the Labour Market Advisory Council which is composed of leading market 
experts, representatives of industry and workers and representatives of unemployed people.  We 
will keep these programmes under review and report progress on a regular basis.

13/01/2021WRX05600JobPath Programme

13/01/2021WRX05700555. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to close down 
JobPath; if a new contract will go out to tender; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44703/20]

13/01/2021WRX05800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): On the 22nd of October, I 
announced the extension of referrals to the JobPath service for a further twelve months until the 
end of 2021.  This was announced in conjunction with similar commitments to ensure contracts 
for the Local Employment Services, Job Clubs and EmployAbility would also be extended 
into 2021. 

These measures were taken in order to expand the capacity of my Department’s public 
employment service to ensure that we are in a position to support all those who have lost their 
employment arising from the economic impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic.  In light of these 
circumstances, it was therefore necessary for my Department to not only retain but expand ex-
isting capacity of our public employment services . 
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It was originally envisaged that new services would be procured from 2021.  However, this 
has been delayed due to the impacts of Covid-19.  Given the volume of people impacted by the 
pandemic, a premium has been put on having stable, well-established employment services in 
place in 2021, when a significant number of additional jobseekers are expected to need the sup-
port and advice of the public employment service.   

My Department is continuing to examine procurement options for all contracted public 
employment services and is preparing to issue requests for tenders for contracted employment 
services during 2021. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRX05900Treatment Benefit Scheme

13/01/2021WRX06000556. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to instances in which a company (details supplied) has been charging patients for 
eye tests despite these same patients qualifying for free eye tests under the treatment benefit 
scheme, that is, PRSI optical benefits; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44716/20]

13/01/2021WRX06100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A standard eye examina-
tion is available, free of charge, under the terms of the Optical Benefit scheme, to all qualified 
PRSI contributors and their dependent spouse/partners on a biennial basis.  

Some optical providers can now provide additional eye checks using new technology as 
an optional extra and these may incur an additional fee payable directly by the customer.  The 
costs associated with these tests should be advised to the customer in advance and the customer 
given the option to choose to proceed with the additional test or not.  The company referred to 
has been contacted and has confirmed that the process as outlined above represents their policy 
in this regard.

It should be noted also that where a customer has an optical examination more frequently 
that every two years, they may incur a cost for the additional examination. 

If the Deputy has details of a situation were a person believes they have been incorrectly 
charged for an optical examination, she should forward these details to my Department and the 
matter will be fully examined. 

I hope this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRX06200School Meals Programme

13/01/2021WRX06300557. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
primary schools that provide school meals by county in tabular form; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44745/20]

13/01/2021WRX06400558. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
post-primary schools that provide school meals by county in tabular form; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [44746/20]

13/01/2021WRX06500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 557 and 558 together.
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The school meals programme provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,557 
schools and organisations benefitting 227,000 children.  The objective of the scheme is to pro-
vide regular, nutritious food to children who are unable, due to lack of good quality food, to 
take full advantage of the education provided to them.  The programme is an important compo-
nent of policies to encourage school attendance and extra educational achievement.

The programme is operated through the Urban School Meals Scheme and the School Meals 
Local Projects Scheme.  The Urban School Meals Scheme is a statutory scheme that is operated 
in conjunction with Local Authorities and is available to primary school children.  The depart-
ment jointly funds the food costs on 50/50 basis with the Local Authorities who are responsible 
for the administration and operation of the scheme.  298 primary schools received funding 
through the Urban School Meals Scheme in 2020 and a breakdown by county is shown in Table 
1 of the attached Tabular Statement. 

The School Meals Local Projects Scheme is an administrative scheme which is operated di-
rectly by the department and provides funding to primary and secondary schools, local groups, 
voluntary organisations and community-based not-for-profit preschools which operate their 
own school meals projects.

868 primary and 283 post-primary schools provide school meals through the School Meals 
(Local Projects) Scheme and a breakdown by county is shown in Table 2 of the attached Tabular 
Statement.

 Table 1: Primary Schools that receive funding through the Urban School Meals Scheme

Local Authorities Nos.
Carlow County Council 3
Cork City Council 31
Dublin City Council 177
Dun-Laoghaire - Rathdown 10
Fingal 9
Kerry County Council 3
Limerick City Council 13
Louth County Council 6
Mayo County Council 1
Meath County Council 1
South Dublin County Council 22
Tipperary County Council 2
Waterford County Council 7
Wexford County Council 7
Wicklow County Council 6
Total 298

 Table 2: Primary and Post-Primary Schools providing school meals through the School 
Meals (Local Projects) Scheme by county: 

County Primary Schools Post-Primary Schools
Carlow 19 6
Cavan 13 3
Clare 20 6
Cork 54 26
Donegal 122 20
Dublin 189 77
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County Primary Schools Post-Primary Schools
Galway 48 13
Kerry 37 8
Kildare 14 7
Kilkenny 7 6
Laois 13 2
Leitrim 12 1
Limerick 26 10
Longford 11 7
Louth 15 10
Mayo 75 17
Meath 11 5
Monaghan 16 6
Offaly 20 5
Roscommon 21 5
Sligo 22 5
Tipperary 31 11
Waterford 14 6
Westmeath 13 6
Wexford 34 11
Wicklow 11 4
Total 868 283

13/01/2021WRX06700Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRX06800559. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department or 
State agencies under the aegis of her Department have awarded contracts to a company (details 
supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered for; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44793/20]

13/01/2021WRX06900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I understand that the Dep-
uty’s question relates to the past five years. 

No contracts have been awarded by my Department, or by State agencies under the aegis of 
my Department, to the company referred to, during the period in question.

13/01/2021WRX07000Pensions Reform

13/01/2021WRX07100560. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress 
made in providing community employment supervisors access to pensions in line with the 2008 
Labour Court recommendation to provide access to an occupational pension scheme; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [44802/20]

13/01/2021WRX07200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): As the 
Deputy will be aware, Community Employment (CE) supervisors and assistant supervisors 
have been seeking for several years, through their union representatives, the allocation of Ex-
chequer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision 
of a pension scheme for CE supervisors who are employed by CE schemes.  

CE sponsoring authorities are the legal employers of their CE supervisors, CE assistant su-
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pervisors and CE participants. There are no plans to change this status of CE supervisors. The 
Department’s role continues to be that of CE funder. 

This issue was examined by a Community Sector High Level Forum, chaired by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  A number of Departments, including my own Depart-
ment, were represented on this group, as were the unions and Pobal. 

As part of this process a detailed scoping exercise was carried out with input from the Irish 
Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) on the potential costs of providing Ex-
chequer support for the establishment of such a pension scheme for employees across the Com-
munity and Voluntary sector in Ireland.  This exercise estimated a potential cost to the State of 
between €188 million and €347 million per annum depending on the numbers involved.  This 
excluded any provision for an immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pension as sought, 
which could entail a further Exchequer cost of up to €318 million. 

In its findings, the High-level Group stated that while CE supervisors and assistant super-
visors represented only a very small part of the wider community and voluntary sector, any 
explicit provision of State funding for such a scheme in respect of CE Supervisors could poten-
tially give rise to claims for funding for employees in the broader sector.  The Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform stated that it had to have regard to the full potential Exchequer 
exposure associated with setting such a precedent when dealing with the specific issue as re-
gards CE supervisors arising from the Labour Court recommendation.. 

At this point, I wish to acknowledge the valuable and dedicated service that CE supervisors 
provide in running CE schemes delivering local based community services while providing a 
valuable training and development opportunity to the long-term unemployed and to those often 
furthest removed from the labour market.

The current position is that officials from my Department, the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform and the unions representing the CE Supervisors continue to engage in dis-
cussions and I am hopeful that, with goodwill and flexibility on all sides, a resolution can be 
found in the near future.

The Deputy should note that funding of any potential pension provision for CE supervisors 
will ultimately be a matter for the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and will need 
to be considered in the wider economic and budgetary context in which any such scheme will 
need to operate.   

Nevertheless I, and my colleague the Minster for Public Expenditure and Reform are keen 
to find an approach that will resolve this issue in the near future. 

13/01/2021WRX07300Disability Allowance

13/01/2021WRX07400561. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision on a 
disability allowance claim will be made for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44826/20]

13/01/2021WRX07500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned has 
been awarded disability allowance (DA) with effect from 26 August 2020. The first payment 
will be made by her chosen payment method on 6 January 2021.

Arrears of payment due will issue as soon as possible once any necessary adjustment is cal-
culated and applied in respect of any overlapping payments (if applicable). 
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I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRY00300562. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Social Protection if advice can be pro-
vided for a PAYE employee who incorrectly applied for the temporary wage subsidy scheme 
(details supplied). [44829/20]

13/01/2021WRY00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be 
aware, responsibility for the operation of the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme and for the 
eligibility criteria associated with the scheme lies with the Revenue Commissioners and with 
the Department of Finance.

In so far as the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) scheme is concerned, the statu-
tory conditions governing the scheme provide that an employee must have fully lost their em-
ployment due to the effects of Covid-19 and not be in receipt of any remuneration from their 
employer in order to qualify for payment.  

Claims for PUP should be made on the first day that a person becomes unemployed as a 
delay in claiming may result in a loss of payment. A late claim may be allowed where the em-
ployee concerned can show good cause for any delay in making their claim and that they satis-
fied the qualifying criteria for the payment throughout the period in question.

I hope that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY00500State Pension (Contributory)

13/01/2021WRY00600563. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an appeal 
for a contributory State pension by a person (details supplied). [44914/20]

13/01/2021WRY00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
reached pension age on 19 April 2020.  They were awarded State pension (contributory) at 65% 
of the maximum rate with effect from their 66th birthday, based on a yearly average calculation 
of 19.  

The person was notified of this decision in writing on 30 March 2020, and afforded the right 
to request a review of the decision and/or appeal the decision to the independent Social Welfare 
Appeals Office outlining the grounds for their appeal and including any facts or evidence in 
support of their case.

Upon receipt of further information from the person concerned, the matter was referred to 
my Department’s Central Records Section for review of the person’s contribution record.   Ad-
ditional contributions were awarded for the 1974 contribution year.

The person’s State pension (contributory) entitlement has now been revised and increased to 
85% of the maximum rate, based on a yearly average of 20. They were notified of this decision 
in writing on 23 December 2020, together with details of arrears due from their 66th   birthday.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY00800Social Welfare Schemes
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13/01/2021WRY00900564. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will address a 
matter (details supplied) regarding the short-time work support scheme; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [44935/20]

13/01/2021WRY01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Short-Time Work Sup-
port is a form of Jobseekers Benefit and is an income support payment for people who have 
been temporarily placed on a shorter working week by their employer. The payment is made in 
respect of the days of work that have been lost. 

Short-Term Work must be systematic and demonstrate a clear repetitive pattern of employ-
ment. Employees must also work at least one day each week that they would normally have 
worked. For example. if a person’s working week has been reduced from a 5-day work pattern 
to a 3-day work pattern, the person may receive a Jobseeker Benefit payment for the other two 
days. This payment would represent two-fifths of the weekly rate of Jobseekers benefit and is 
not taxable.

To qualify for this payment, the person must, inter alia,  be temporarily working a standard 
reduced weekly work pattern and be systematically working three days or less per week having 
previously worked full-time. There must be a clear repetitive pattern of work each week, i.e. 1, 
2 or 3 days per week or 2 days in the first week and 3 days in the second week, with this pattern 
repeated every two weeks.

People who work casually but who do not work a standard reduced weekly work pattern do 
not qualify for Short-Term Work Support, but may qualify for a Jobseekers Benefit (Casual) 
payment which is taxable.

The person concerned does not qualify for Short-Term Work Support as the days worked are 
not systematic.  A decision letter issued on 30th September 2020 informing the person of their 
entitlements and the right of appeal. 

Details of all ‘Taxable Social Welfare Payments/Schemes’ are available via www.gov.ie. 
The published guidelines clearly state that my Department makes Jobseeker payments without 
deducting tax, but does notify Revenue of the taxable amount of the payment to be taken into 
account for income tax purposes.

If new information comes to light or if the person’s circumstances change,  they can reapply 
for the Short-Term Work Support.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY01100School Meals Programme

13/01/2021WRY01200565. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Depart-
ment will undertake a review of the school meals programme; if consideration will be given to 
rolling it out to all schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44974/20]

13/01/2021WRY01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The school meals pro-
gramme provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,557 schools and organisa-
tions benefitting 227,000 children.  The objective of the programme is to provide regular, nutri-
tious food to children who are unable, due to lack of good quality food, to take full advantage 
of the education provided to them.  The programme is an important component of policies to 
encourage school attendance and extra educational achievement.
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In recent years entry to the school meals programme has been confined to DEIS schools in 
addition to schools identified by Department of Education and Skills as having levels of con-
centrated disadvantage that would benefit from access to the programme.  

Prior to the introduction of DEIS in 2005, all schools and organisations that were part of one 
of a number of Department of Education and Skills’ initiatives for disadvantaged schools were 
eligible to participate in the programme, which included Breaking the Cycle, Giving Children 
an Even Break, the Disadvantaged Area Scheme, Home School Community Liaison and the 
School Completion Programme.  These schools and organisations have continued to remain in 
the programme. 

Participation in the scheme is entirely voluntary with the onus being on the individual eli-
gible schools to make an application.  Schools and organisations must reapply for funding in 
advance of each school year and are required to submit detailed records at the end of the school 
year.  Funding is based on a rate of payment per meal, per child, per day. 

As part of Budget 2019, funding was provided for a pilot scheme from September 2019, pro-
viding hot school meals in primary schools at a cost of €1m for 2019 and €2.5m in 2020.  The 
pilot involved 37 schools benefitting 6,744 students for the 2019/2020 academic year.  Hot 
meals are paid at the rate of €2.90 per child per day.

Budget 2020 provided an additional €4 million in funding to extend the hot meals for chil-
dren currently receiving the cold lunch option, which would allow DEASP to extend the hot 
meals to an additional 35,000 children.  A decision was made to delay the extension of the hot 
meals to January 2021 because of the closure of schools due to the Covid-19 Pandemic from 
13 March 2020. Budget 2021 has provided an additional €5.5m for this extension from January 
2021 to 35,000 primary school children currently receiving the cold lunch option. 

According to information contained on the Department of Educations and Skills website 
there are 3,240 primary schools and 723 secondary schools with a combined enrolment of 
939,166 students (567,716 in primary schools and 371,450 in secondary schools). 

There are 2,289 primary schools with a total enrolment of 406,654 students and 446 post 
primary schools with a total enrolment of 251,516 students that do not benefit from the scheme.  
If a breakfast/snack at 60c per child, per day, and a lunch at €1.40 per child, per day, were to be 
made available to all students in these schools, it would cost approximately €229m (€146m for 
primary schools and €83m for secondary schools) for a full school year.

Any extension of the scheme would have to be considered in a budgetary context.

I trust that this clarifies the position.   

13/01/2021WRY01400Community Employment Schemes

13/01/2021WRY01500566. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if the duration 
of community employment schemes will be extended (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [45028/20]

13/01/2021WRY01600Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): The 
Community Employment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to pro-
vide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportu-
nity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.
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Throughout the onset of the Covid-19 emergency in March 2020, the subsequent level-5 
restrictions introduced in October, 2020 and more recently, the return to level 5 restrictions 
announced by Government in December, 2020, my Department has continued to provide the 
necessary funding for CE schemes while introducing other contingency measures, to support 
CE schemes and participants, including the extension of CE participant contracts.

Department officials have continued to liaise with CE sponsoring authorities throughout the 
three waves of the Covid-19 emergency to arrange for CE participants who were due to finish 
on their respective CE schemes, to have their contracts extended while the level-5 restrictions 
are in place, unless a CE participant is taking up employment or reaches the State Pension age.

It should be noted that where possible and in compliance with public health guidelines, a 
significant number of CE schemes continued to operate throughout the various levels of CO-
VID public health restrictions. In particular, those engaged in the provision of essential services 
within their communities including meals on wheels and home caring services continued to 
provide these services.

Contingency measures introduced to support CE sponsoring authorities and CE participants 
will continue to be monitored.  

The priority for my Department is to ensure that all employment and activation programmes 
have the best outcomes for participants.  Places on these employment support schemes will 
continue to be made available to support those who are long term unemployed and furthest 
removed from the labour market, while maintaining the role of CE as an active labour market 
programme.   

My Department is committed to supporting the CE sponsoring authorities in the valuable 
services that they deliver across the communities through these particularly challenging times.  

13/01/2021WRY01700Carer’s Allowance

13/01/2021WRY01800567. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application for 
a carer’s allowance will be processed for a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [45075/20]

13/01/2021WRY01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s allowance (CA) 
is a means-tested social assistance payment made to a person who is habitually resident in the 
State and who is providing full-time care and attention to a child or an adult who has such a 
disability that as a result they require that level of care.

An application for CA was received from the person concerned on 30 October 2020.

It is a condition for receipt of a CA that the person being cared for must have such disability 
that they require full-time care and attention.

This is defined as requiring from another person, continual supervision and frequent assis-
tance throughout the day in connection with normal bodily functions or continual supervision in 
order to avoid danger to him or herself and likely to require that level of care for at least twelve 
months.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the Deciding Of-
ficer (DO) decided that this evidence did not indicate that the requirement for full-time care was 
satisfied in respect of the care recipient.
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The person concerned was notified on 17 November 2020 of this decision, the reason for it 
and of his right of review and appeal.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision on 16 December 2020 and pro-
vided further supporting medical evidence to support his review. The additional medical evi-
dence has been examined by a DO and CA has been awarded to the person concerned from 5 
November 2020.

The first payment will issue to his nominated bank account on 14 January 2021. Arrears due 
from 5 November 2020 to 13 January 2021 will also issue on the same date. 

The person concerned was notified on 6 January 2021 of this outcome and of his right of 
review and appeal. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY02000Community Employment Schemes

13/01/2021WRY02100568. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of commu-
nity employment participants who are over 55 years of age; the maximum number of years they 
can be on the scheme; and the variation that may apply to those who entered the community 
employment scheme under the part-time jobs opportunity. [45085/20]

13/01/2021WRY02200Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): The 
Community Employment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to pro-
vide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an opportu-
nity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.

CE participants aged 55 years or older can remain on CE for three consecutive years (four 
years for those on a disability payment) without the obligation to work towards a Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland (QQI) major award.  Once a participant is 55 years of age there is no 
requirement for them to participate in any training in order to be considered for a further 52 
week participation on the programme. The exception to this is any training relating to the rel-
evant Health and Safety required by the CE sponsor as their employer.  However, a person aged 
55 years and over has continued access to training and development while they remain on CE 
should they wish to avail of it. 

A jobseeker may re-qualify for CE after a twelve month break once they satisfy the neces-
sary qualifying conditions.  An overall lifetime limit of six years applies to all CE participants 
(seven years for those on a disability payment) irrespective of age. 

CE participants over the age of 62 can participate on CE on a continuous basis until they 
reach the State Pension age via the CE Service Support Stream (SSS).  Participation on SSS 
is subject to the availability of places, satisfactory performance on the CE scheme and, annual 
approval by the Department.  The number of places available for SSS participants within each 
CE scheme is subject to limitation criteria. 

A number of new conditions were introduced to the CE Scheme in July 2017 to further 
support progression to employment, broaden CE access to a wider range of people and to stan-
dardise the conditions relating to the length of time a CE participant can remain on a CE scheme.  

In relation to the Deputy’s question on any variation that might apply to those who entered 
CE under the part-time jobs opportunity compared to current CE participants, the only variation 
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is that now all CE participants have the potential to remain on CE for up to three consecutive 
years.  That option did not exist for those CE participants who originally entered CE under the 
Part-time Integration (PTI) option prior to the 2017 scheme amendments.  PTI had a limit of 2 
years participation but now all CE participants can avail of the 3 year limit, subject to qualifica-
tion criteria.

CE participation was never intended to be long-term or permanent. . The priority for my De-
partment is to ensure that all employment and activation programmes have the best outcomes 
for participants.  

I am fully committed to the future of CE and will continue to support and improve CE for 
the benefit of all CE participants and the valuable services being provided to local communities.

13/01/2021WRY02300Exceptional Needs Payment

13/01/2021WRY02400569. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for an exceptional needs payment to cover funeral expenses will be reconsidered in the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45100/20]

13/01/2021WRY02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My officials have advised 
that the person concerned submitted an application for an Exceptional Needs Payment to assist 
with funeral expenses on 08/12/2020.  

The application was assessed and refused on the basis that a need had not been established 
due to the disclosure of significant Credit Union savings.

A decision letter dated 10/12/2020 issued to the person concerned advising her of the out-
come of her application and affording her the option of seeking a review of the designated of-
ficer’s decision.

My officials have advised that a request for a review has not been received from the person 
concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

13/01/2021WRY02600Departmental Data

13/01/2021WRY02700570. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of staff 
currently employed in the legal and legislation unit of her Department; the breakdown of of-
ficers’ grades, minimum legal qualifications and training required for deployment to this unit; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45120/20]

13/01/2021WRY02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department, like all 
Government departments and agencies, is required to operate within a staff ceiling figure and a 
commensurate administrative staffing budget. 

The staffing needs for all areas within the Department are continuously reviewed, taking 
account of workloads, management priorities and the ongoing need to respond to new demands 
across a wide range of services. This is to ensure that the best use is made of available resources 
with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the schemes operated by the 
Department.
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The Legislation and Legal Unit is staffed by a mix of general service staff with a range of 
experience, qualifications and training and professional lawyers with appropriate legal quali-
fications. The table below provides a breakdown by grade of staff in the Unit as at the end of 
December 2020. The figure for full time equivalents (FTE) takes account of staff that avail of 
work-share options.

Grade FTE Staff Count
PO 1.00 1
PO (Solicitor) .80 1
AP 1.00 1
AP (Legal Advisor) 2.50 3
HEO 2.00 2
EO 2.00 2
Grand Total 9.30 10

13/01/2021WRY02900Parental Leave

13/01/2021WRY03000571. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection if contingency plans 
are in place for new mothers and fathers due to go back to work between January and April 
2021 before the five-week parents’ leave allowance commences from April 2021. [45128/20]

13/01/2021WRY03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Responsibility for Parents 
Leave rests with the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, and 
it will lead on drafting and progressing the legislative change necessary to give parents the 
right to apply to their employer to take the additional parents leave, as provided for in Budget 
2021.  Once this legislation has been enacted, parents will be entitled to avail of their additional 
leave entitlements.  

My Department expects to be in a position to process  applications for the additional periods 
of parents benefit from April 2021, as IT systems and operational processes need to be adapted.  
However, the extra weeks of leave will be made available as soon as the necessary legislation 
to introduce the new weeks of Parents Leave is enacted. Once the new application and payment 
system goes live in April, my Department will then process and issue payments, to include 
backdated payment of benefit as appropriate, in respect of Parents Leave taken from the date of 
enactment.  Retrospective applications for the additional three weeks Parent’s Benefit will be 
accepted, provided the applicant has agreed their leave dates with their employer. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY03200Social Insurance

13/01/2021WRY03300572. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection if class S PRSI is con-
sidered to be compulsory insurance under Articles 8 and 12 of the Convention on Social Secu-
rity between the Government of Ireland and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland signed on 1 February 2019; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [1027/21]

13/01/2021WRY03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Chapter 3 of Part 2 of 
the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (as amended) requires all self-employed workers 
aged between 16 years and pensionable age (currently 66 years) with income of €5,000 or more 
per annum to pay social insurance contributions.  
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The social insurance contributions paid by self-employed workers are categorised as class 
S. 

For the purposes of Articles 8 and 12 of the Convention on Social Security between the 
Government of Ireland and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland dated 1 February 2019, class S social insurance is compulsory insurance. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY03500Social Welfare Schemes

13/01/2021WRY03600573. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Social Protection the approach that 
will now be taken to address ongoing issues in respect of the accessing of staff of a company to 
jobseeker’s and short-time work support entitlements during the TWSS period further to media 
reports (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1052/21]

13/01/2021WRY03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A review team has been 
set up in the Department and this team will continue to systematically review claims from em-
ployees of the company concerned for the period between March and end-August when the 
Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme was in payment. The Department is writing to individual 
employees of the company requesting that they contact their employer for the information that 
is required to complete the review.  The employer is required to complete a UP38 form in re-
spect of the employee, providing details for each day in the review period on whether the em-
ployee was employed/remunerated. 

Entitlement to a casual jobseeker’s or short-time work support payment for any day during 
the review period depends, among other things, on whether or not a person received remunera-
tion from their employer, including TWSS, for that day.  Each case needs to be examined indi-
vidually to determine if the remuneration paid by the company concerned was in respect of a 
complete period or only specific days within a period.  This will determine if a person may be 
entitled to a casual jobseeker’s payment in respect of the days on which a person did not work 
and were not remunerated.

My Department has continued to engage with the company and has also made an arrange-
ment with the company that, if my Department asks its employees for particu lar information, 
the company is aware of what is required and will immediately supply it to the employee  via 
email.

Unfortunately, because  of the volume and complexity of claims involved and the need to go 
back to individuals, the process will take some time.  

My staff are committed to keep processing these claims until a decision is reached on each 
one and it is intended to get through the claims in the coming weeks.  A response will issue 
to each individual applicant advising them of the decision on their claim.  The letter will also 
provide details of the Appeals process if a person is dissatisfied with the decision and wants to 
seek a review by the Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

It should be noted that all of the cases under review are currently in payment and, as only 
the March to August period when TWSS was in operation is under review, current payments 
should not be affected. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 
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13/01/2021WRY03800Free Travel Scheme

13/01/2021WRY03900574. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration has 
been given to allow those over 66 years of age who do not hold a public services card due to 
Covid-19 delays in receiving such to access free travel with other forms of identification; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [1061/21]

13/01/2021WRY04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The SAFE registration 
process, which is a face to face process, is used by the Department of Social Protection to au-
thenticate a person’s identity and results in the issue of a Public Services Card (PSC).  A Free 
Travel variant PSC is issued to those with free travel entitlement who have completed the SAFE 
registration process.  

At the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Department temporarily postponed the 
SAFE registration process, to comply with public health guidelines in respect of social distanc-
ing.  SAFE registration services subsequently resumed in Intreo Centres and Branch Offices 
countrywide, in accordance with relevant guidelines to ensure the health and safety of custom-
ers and staff.   

Under the recently introduced Level 5 restrictions, the Department’s offices are open to the 
public for three half-days per week.  SAFE registration appointments remain available to free 
travel customers, on request.   

A non-face to face renewal process is in place to assist those who want to renew an expired 
free travel PSC by contacting the PSC Support Team of my Department  (Tel. 1890 800 124).  
In addition, for those undertaking essential travel during Level 5 restrictions, expired free travel 
PSCs are accepted by transport providers for free travel purposes under an arrangement with the 
National Transport Authority due to the pandemic.  

The use of alternative forms of identity to access free travel is not under consideration at 
this time .  

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy

13/01/2021WRY04100School Meals Programme

13/01/2021WRY04200575. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Social Protection if school meals will be 
provided even when schools are closed due to public health restrictions; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1120/21]

13/01/2021WRY04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The school meals pro-
gramme provides funding towards the provision of food to some 1,557 schools and organisa-
tions benefitting 227,000 children.  The objective of the programme is to provide regular, nutri-
tious food to children who are unable, due to lack of good quality food, to take full advantage 
of the education provided to them.  The programme is an important component of policies to 
encourage school attendance and extra educational achievement.

My Department confirmed that funding for the School Meals Programme will remain in 
place during the current period of school closures. 

This mirrors the arrangements that were in place during the school closures in 2020, when 
the majority of schools in the School Meals Programme continued to provide food to children, 
largely through the home delivery of food parcels by suppliers. 
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The arrangements will not change from when schools closed previously: namely that the 
schools may continue to avail of the funding and they may continue to provide food consistent 
with normal funding terms and conditions. Schools must ensure that they continue to satisfy all 
public health guidelines. 

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy.   

13/01/2021WRY04400Fuel Allowance

13/01/2021WRY04500576. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Social Protection when a fuel allow-
ance payment will issue to a person (details supplied) who made an application in October 
2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1134/21]

13/01/2021WRY04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Fuel Allowance has 
been awarded to the person concerned, payable from 2 October 2020. All arrears due have is-
sued. 

The Living Alone Allowance has also been awarded from 22 March 2020 and the Telephone 
Support Allowance from 25 September 2020. 

 I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY04700Supplementary Welfare Allowance

13/01/2021WRY04800577. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount paid out by 
social protection office by county in supplementary welfare payments from 1 December 2020 
to 5 January 2021, in tabular form; and the general category reasoned for payment. [1136/21]

13/01/2021WRY04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The following tables re-
late to all Supplementary Welfare Allowance payment categories. As the data is provided on a 
weekly basis the 5 week period is taken from 28/11/2010-02/01/2021 rather than the specific 
period requested.

The breakdown by county is based on the county of the recipients - dis-aggregation of office 
locations by distinct counties is not possible  - and is set out in the following table. 

COUNTY Amount paid between 1 December 2020 and 5 January 2021

CARLOW €374,151

CAVAN €236,300

CLARE €278,805

CORK €3,149,944

DONEGAL €376,354

DUBLIN €37,180,031

GALWAY €1,020,571

KERRY €802,753

KILDARE €3,254,317

KILKENNY €518,709

LAOIS €386,915

LEITRIM €111,513

LIMERICK €935,519

LONGFORD €147,977

LOUTH €750,555
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COUNTY Amount paid between 1 December 2020 and 5 January 2021

MAYO €419,058

MEATH €1,255,343

MONAGHAN €280,245

OFFALY €366,670

ROSCOMMON €314,825

SLIGO €305,286

TIPPERARY €777,570

WATERFORD €574,479

WESTMEATH €561,522

WEXFORD €665,637

WICKLOW €3,396,495

OUTSIDE STATE €531

NOT RECORDED €18,188

 TOTAL €58,460,262

 The breakdown by general category is given by the following table.

Description Payments between 1 December 2020 and 5 January 2021 Percent

Asylum Seeker 21,852 9.1%

Basic SWA -  all others 2,356 1.0%

Carer’s Allowance 1,396 0.6%

Diet Supplement 10,506 4.4%

Disability Payment 24,888 10.4%

Exceptional Needs 154 0.1%

Ex-Institution Payment 1,827 0.8%

Family Income Supplement 123 0.1%

Fuel Supplement 540 0.2%

Graduated Disability Benefit 4,784 2.0%

Heat Supplement 6,624 2.8%

Illness Payment 25,454 10.6%

Jobseeker’s Benefit 263 0.1%

Jobseeker’s Allowance 4,347 1.8%

Mortgage Supplement 3,228 1.3%

No Fixed Abode 4,186 1.7%

One Parent Family 1,507 0.6%

Other Payments 6,011 2.5%

Payment to Carer 269 0.1%

Pension Payment 999 0.4%

Rent Supplement 116,466 48.6%

Travel Supplement 1,493 0.6%

Unemployment Appeal 276 0.1%

TOTAL 239,549 100.0%

13/01/2021WRY05000Social Insurance

13/01/2021WRY05100578. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated 
additional revenue that would be generated if the higher rate of 10.75% PRSI was increased to 
13.25% on the portion where persons are earning in excess of €100,000. [1189/21]

13/01/2021WRY05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The higher rate of em-
ployer social insurance contribution is currently 11.05% of employee earnings and  includes a 
National Training Fund levy of 1%.

I understand that the Deputy’s office clarified that the additional revenue of a 2.5% in-
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crease in the higher rate of the employer social insurance contribution on earnings in excess of 
€100,000 is what is being sought.

Based on the data available in respect of 2019, the estimated additional revenue that could be 
raised by increasing the higher rate of the employer social insurance contribution by 2.5%, from 
11.05% to 13.55%, on earnings in excess of €100,000 would be approximately €183.7 million. 

However, this estimate does not take into account any possible changes in employer behav-
iour arising from increasing the social insurance rate in this manner.  Nor does it take into con-
sideration any of the impacts arising from the measures being taken to deal with the COVID-19 
pandemic.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY05300National Advocacy Service

13/01/2021WRY05400579. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the budget allo-
cation to the National Advocacy Service for People with Disabilities in each of the years 2018, 
2019 and 2020, in tabular form; and the budget allocation for same in 2021. [1190/21]

13/01/2021WRY05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The National Advocacy 
Service for People with Disabilities (NAS) is funded and supported by the Citizens Information 
Board (CIB), which has a mandate under the Citizens Information Act 2007 to provide advo-
cacy for people with disabilities.

The NAS provides an independent, confidential and free, issues-based representative advo-
cacy service that works exclusively for the person using the service and adheres to professional 
standards. NAS has a particular remit for people with disabilities who are isolated from their 
community and services, have communication differences, are inappropriately accommodated, 
live in residential services, attend day services or have limited informal or natural supports.

The table below sets out the budget allocation for NAS, for each year since 2018.

Year Budget Allocation

2018 €3,273,339

2019 €3,250,952

2020 €3,295,304

2021 €3,295,304

 I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY05600Community Employment Schemes

13/01/2021WRY05700580. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will extend the dura-
tion of the community employment scheme for workers in a project (details supplied) due to 
the loss of essential services in the vicinity if scheme participants are forced to finish on the 
scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1294/21]

13/01/2021WRY05800Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): The 
Community Employment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to pro-
vide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an oppor-
tunity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis. 
Participation limits on these schemes are necessary to allow for the maximum utilisation of 
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places amongst qualifying persons. It is important to note that participation is intended to be 
for a temporary fixed term and the positions offered are not full-time sustainable jobs. Instead, 
the placements are designed to break the cycle of unemployment and maintain work readiness, 
thereby improving a person’s opportunities of returning to the open labour market. 

Participation on CE is for a maximum of three consecutive years though a person may re-
qualify after a 12 month break once they satisfy the qualifying conditions.  An overall lifetime 
limit of six years applies to all CE participants (seven years for those on a disability payment).  

My Department is committed to continuing to enhance the effectiveness of the CE Pro-
gramme and is conscious of the valuable contribution it is making in the provision of services 
to individuals and communities across Ireland. In light of the current Level 5 restrictions it has 
been decided that CE participants who are due to leave their schemes in January, February and 
March can remain on CE until the 26th March, 2021.

If any scheme is experiencing particular difficulties filling CE vacancies, they should con-
tact their local DSP Intreo office who will facilitate the referral process.

13/01/2021WRY05900Disability Allowance

13/01/2021WRY06000581. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an ap-
peal by a person (details supplied) in respect of their application for disability allowance; and 
when they can expect a decision. [1455/21]

13/01/2021WRY06100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that 
office on 23 December 2020.  It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the rel-
evant Departmental papers and comments by the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought.  When these papers have been received from the Department, the case in question will 
be referred to an Appeals Officer who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on 
the documentary evidence presented or, if required, hold an oral hearing. Hearings are currently 
being conducted online or by telephone. Due to the current level of Covid-19 restrictions, in-
person oral appeal hearings have been suspended. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY06200Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

13/01/2021WRY06300582. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will examine 
the circumstances of a person (details supplied) in respect of the payment of the pandemic un-
employment payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1469/21]

13/01/2021WRY06400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned sub-
mitted an application for a Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) on 24/3/2020 
confirming his last day worked was 06/03/2020.  A PUP was awarded at the weekly rate of €350 
in line with the scheme guidelines at that time.

From 29/06/2020 the PUP rate was revised and where a person had no earnings in 2018 or 
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2019 (for self-employed) and in 2019 or January to September 2020 (for employees), a rate of 
€203 per week is applied. 

In the case of the person concerned, the review of his PUP rate based on data from the Rev-
enue Commissioners found he had no record of relevant PRSI contributions paid at Classes A, 
E, H, P or S in 2018, 2019 and 2020.  The rate of €203 is therefore correct.

If the person concerned is currently experiencing financial difficulties it is open to him to 
contact the Community Welfare Service at Newbridge Intreo Centre to seek assistance under 
the Supplementary Welfare Allowance (Supplements) Scheme where his circumstances will be 
assessed.  Under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme, my Department can make a 
single Exceptional Needs Payment to help meet essential, once-off expenditure, which a person 
could not reasonably be expected to meet out of their weekly income.  There is no automatic 
entitlement to these payments which are payable at the discretion of the officers administering 
the scheme, taking into account the requirements of the legislation and all the relevant circum-
stances of the case, in order to ensure that the payments target those most in need of assistance.  
The Community Welfare Service can be contacted by phone at (087) 7806165 or by email at 
KildareCWS@welfare.ie.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

13/01/2021WRY06500Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

13/01/2021WRY06600583. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will extend the 
average earnings reference period for the pandemic unemployment payment beyond the end of 
September 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1515/21]

13/01/2021WRY06700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy is aware, 
the rate of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment is linked to a person’s previous average 
weekly earnings. 

Last November,   I secured Government approval to extend the 2020 earnings reference pe-
riod for employees to September 2020.  This change, which is effective from 2 October,  meant 
that people who only commenced employment after February 2020 but were laid-off in Octo-
ber due to increased restrictions can have their payment rate fixed by reference to their earnings 
in the period March to September 2020.  

 As a result of extending the reference period to the end of September 2020, some 37,430 
receiving PUP on 17 November received an increase in their rate of payment.

 There are no plans to extend the average earnings reference period beyond September 2020 
at this time.

The Deputy will also be aware that  that the Government has approved my proposal to keep 
the Pandemic Unemployment Payment at its current rates of payment until March 31st 2021, 
over a year after its introduction. When the Pandemic Unemployment Payment was introduced 
last March, it was intended to be in place for just a 12 week period. 

Over €5 Billion has been paid out on the Pandemic Unemployment Payment to date. While 
this is a huge sum of money it was absolutely the right thing to do in order to ensure that the 
incomes of hundreds of thousands of people have been protected during a period of unprec-
edented difficulty for our country.
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I hope that this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRY06800Working Family Payment

13/01/2021WRY06900584. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of per-
sons in receipt of the working family payment who had their payment revoked since Covid-19 
hit in March 2020. [1552/21]

13/01/2021WRY07000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Working Family Payment 
(WFP) is an in-work supplementary, family benefit which provides additional income support 
to employees with children and on low earnings. Once awarded, WFP is payable for 52 weeks 
from the date of award at a fixed weekly rate. At the end of the 52 week award period, a person 
must submit a new application for reassessment. In order to satisfy the qualifying and continued 
entitlement condition for receipt of WFP, a claimant must be engaged in fulltime remunerative 
employment as an employee for not less than 38 hours per fortnight. 

In cases where existing WFP claimants lose their employment on a temporary basis or their 
hours of employment temporarily reduce below the required limit for receipt of WFP due to the 
impact of the ongoing Covid-19 crisis, their existing WFP payment  has continued in payment. 
Where a claimant qualifies for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment, payment of WFP is not 
affected once the person meets the eligibility conditions of both payments.

My officials have analysed the instances of disallowances both pre and post Covid-19 and 
there has been no increase in the number of WFP applications being disallowed since the on-
set of the pandemic.  As would be expected, the downturn in economic activity caused by the 
Covid pandemic has resulted in a significant reduction in new WFP applications received since 
March 2020. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

13/01/2021WRY07100Jobseeker’s Benefit

13/01/2021WRY07200585. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on a jobseeker’s benefit review in respect of a person (details supplied) in County 
Cork; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1611/21]

13/01/2021WRY07300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Social Welfare Ap-
peals Office has advised me that an appeal by the person concerned was registered in that office 
on 26 November 2020.   It is a statutory requirement of the appeals process that the relevant 
papers and comments by or on behalf of the Deciding Officer on the grounds of appeal be 
sought from the Department of Social Protection.  These papers were received in the Social 
Welfare Appeals Office on 10 December 2020.  The case was referred on 11 December 2020 to 
an Appeals Officer  who will make a summary decision on the appeal based on the documentary 
evidence presented or, if required hold an oral hearing.  Hearings are currently being conducted 
online or by telephone. Due to the current level of Covid-19 restrictions, in-person oral appeal 
hearings have been suspended. 

The Social Welfare Appeals Office functions independently of the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and of the Department and is responsible for determining appeals against decisions in 
relation to social welfare entitlements.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 
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13/01/2021WRY07400Social Welfare Payments Waiting Times

13/01/2021WRY07500586. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a basic 
social welfare payment will be awarded in the case of a person (details supplied); if immediate 
steps can be taken to ensure the restoration of emergency payment given that they have two 
dependent children; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1626/21]

13/01/2021WRY07600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Payment of Jobseeker’s 
Allowance (JA) in the case of the person concerned ceased on 23/12/2020 and is currently 
suspended pending the provision of a current GNIB card.  This card is required to verify con-
tinued entitlement to JA.  Following 3 requests made to the person concerned on 13/10/2020, 
25/11/2020 and 08/12/2020 for a current GNIB card, the person concerned informed officials 
of my Department that her GNIB card was in a storage facility and she has not advised my of-
ficials of any difficulty in submitting the GNIB card for examination.  If the person concerned 
is unable to produce her GNIB card she should contact the Department of Justice to request a 
letter confirming her permission to reside in the State in order that her social welfare entitlement 
may be reviewed.

An Exceptional Needs Payment issued to the person concerned on 08/01/2021.  An appli-
cation form for a Supplementary Welfare Allowance (SWA) was also given to the person con-
cerned on the same date for completion.  Her entitlement to a SWA payment will be assessed 
on return of the completed application and supporting documentation.  A current GNIB card or 
a suitable letter from the Department of Justice will also be required to confirm her residency 
status as part of the application process and in line with current guidelines.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

13/01/2021WRZ00200Social Welfare Schemes

13/01/2021WRZ00300587. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (de-
tails supplied) qualifies for five weeks’ non-contributory old age payment in respect of the 
person’s spouse who recently passed away; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1628/21]

13/01/2021WRZ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Where a recipient of State 
Pension (contributory or non-contributory ) dies and their spouse/civil-partner/cohabitant is 
receiving a State Pension in their own right, the surviving recipient has an entitlement to a six 
weeks after-death payment. 

As the deceased spouse of the person concerned was in receipt of State Pension (non-con-
tributory), the person concerned qualifies for a six weeks after-death payment, and this payment 
will issue shortly. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRZ00500Exceptional Needs Payment

13/01/2021WRZ00600588. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person (de-
tails supplied) qualifies for an exceptional needs payment in respect of the person’s spouse’s 
funeral expenses; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1629/21]
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13/01/2021WRZ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My officials have advised 
that an application form for an Emergency Needs Payment (ENP) and a request for information 
issued to the person concerned on 06/01/2021.  

On receipt of the completed application form and any relevant supporting documentation, 
the ENP application will be assessed and a decision will issue to the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

13/01/2021WRZ00800Social Welfare Offices

13/01/2021WRZ00900589. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Social Protection the position 
regarding increasing staff in the social welfare appeals office; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [1670/21]

13/01/2021WRZ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department, like all 
Government departments and agencies, is required to operate within a staff ceiling figure and a 
commensurate administrative staffing budget. 

The staffing needs for all areas within the Department are continuously reviewed, taking 
account of workloads, management priorities and the ongoing need to respond to new demands 
across a wide range of services.  This is to ensure that the best use is made of available resources 
with a view to providing an efficient service to those who rely on the schemes operated by the 
Department.  In this regard, an additional 7 Appeals Officers have been assigned to the Appeals 
Office since 2018.  At the end of December 2020 there were a total of 85 (81.95 FTE) staff as-
signed to the Social Welfare Appeals Office.  The figure for full time equivalents (FTE) takes 
account of staff that avail of work-share options.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

13/01/2021WRZ01100Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

13/01/2021WRZ01200590. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
delay in processing a person’s (details supplied) pandemic unemployment payment; and if the 
payment will be processed and awarded without further delay. [1674/21]

13/01/2021WRZ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Following a review of the 
application made by the person concerned for a Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment 
(PUP) his claim has been awarded with effect from 13/10/2020 at a rate of €203 per week.

A payment will issue to the nominated bank account of the person concerned on Tuesday, 
19/01/2021 and any arrears due will issue in the coming weeks.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

13/01/2021WRZ01400Disability Allowance

13/01/2021WRZ01500591. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision will be 
made on a disability allowance for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [1691/21]



Questions - Written Answers

338

13/01/2021WRZ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Following a review of the 
entitlement of the person concerned, her claim was suspended as she failed to supply the infor-
mation required in order to assess her entitlement. 

Following the submission of this information by the person concerned, their case has been 
reviewed and their disability allowance (DA) has been re-instated with effect from 7 October 
2020.  The first payment will be made on 13 January 2021. 

Arrears of payment due have been calculated and will issue to the person concerned with 
the first weekly payment. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRZ01700Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

13/01/2021WRZ01800592. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection when further pan-
demic unemployment payment arrears will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1709/21]

13/01/2021WRZ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned is 
due Pandemic Unemployment Payment rerate arrears for the periods 26th June 2020 to the 9th 
of July 2020 and also from the 9th October 2020 to the 5th November 2020. 

There has been a technical issue with rerate arrears being paid to customers for dates prior 
to the 06/11/2020. It is envisaged that these arrears will be paid in January 2021. 

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

13/01/2021WRZ02000State Pension (Contributory)

13/01/2021WRZ02100593. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Social Protection if a contributory pen-
sion will be awarded to a person (details supplied). [1716/21]

13/01/2021WRZ02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned ap-
plied for their State pension (contributory) on 18 September 2020 and will reach pension age 
on 18 February 2021.  They were awarded the maximum rate of pension with effect from their 
66th birthday. They were notified in writing of this decision on 8 January 2021.

The legislation confirming pension age as 66 was enacted on 22 December 2020.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.  

13/01/2021WRZ02300Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

13/01/2021WRZ02400594. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Social Protection the numbers of per-
sons who accessed the pandemic unemployment payment during 2020. [1726/21]

13/01/2021WRZ02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Due to the nature of the 
public health crisis, the numbers in receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) 
have fluctuated over time. At the end of March, 283,129 people received a PUP; at the end of 
June, 438,933 people received a PUP; at the end of September 217,142 people received a PUP; 
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and at the end of December, 335,599 people received a PUP.  

In total, over the course of the year, some 784,551 people received a PUP on at least one 
occasion. 

13/01/2021WRZ02600Money Advice and Budgeting Service

13/01/2021WRZ02700595. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection if there is an even 
distribution of resources and funding supplied to the MABS services nationwide or if there are 
disparities between counties. [1756/21]

13/01/2021WRZ02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Money Advice and 
Budgeting Service (MABS), under the aegis of the Citizens Information Board, (CIB) is the 
State’s money advice service and provides assistance to people, in particular those on low in-
comes or living on social welfare payments, who are over-indebted. As part of its free services, 
MABS also provides help and advice to those in mortgage arrears, and administers the Abhaile 
service.

Since the restructuring of the governance arrangements of the 51 local MABS into eight 
regional companies in October 2018, funding and resources are distributed on a regional basis. 
Each MABS regional company is overseen by a voluntary Board, which aims to ensure that the 
provision of, and access to, MABS is consistent and fair across the entire region. 

Under this model, all clients in a region have access to all the resources of the entire region 
and can contact any money advisor in that region about their case by phone, email, online chat 
or through video conferencing.

In relation to funding and resources, the table below sets out the budget allocation for each 
of the eight regional MABS companies in 2021. Approximately 90% of each budget allocation 
corresponds to approved staffing allocations and premises footprints, which varies from each 
regional company to another, based on their size and demographic reach. The remainder (10%) 
consists of administrative costs that are common to all regional companies, for example, travel 
and subsistence, professional fees and training and these are consistent across all services and 
regions.

MABS Regional Company Budget Allocation 2021 €
MABS Operating Grants - North Dublin 2,679,553
MABS Operating Grants - Dublin South 2,882,701
MABS Operating Grants - North Connacht & Ulster 1,875,000
MABS Operating Grants - South Connacht 1,454,607
MABS Operating Grants - South Munster 2,006,037
MABS Operating Grants - North Munster 2,280,275
MABS Operating Grants - North Leinster 1,852,887
MABS Operating Grants - South Leinster 2,102,037
Total Allocation €17,133,097

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRZ02900Widow’s Pension

13/01/2021WRZ03000596. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a widow’s pension 
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could made available to a long-time partner of a person (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [1757/21]

13/01/2021WRZ03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am advised that the De-
partment has no record of receiving an application from the person concerned for a Widow’s, 
Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Contributory) Pension.  Therefore, the Deputy will 
appreciate that I cannot comment on this particular case. 

However, in general terms, the following are important points to note.

The Widow’s, Widower’s or Surviving Civil Partner’s (Contributory) pension is paid to 
the husband, wife or surviving civil partner of a deceased person and is available to those who 
satisfy the necessary PRSI contribution conditions, either on their own record or on that of the 
deceased spouse or civil partner, provided the applicant is not cohabiting.  

The legal context governing relationships such as marriage or civil partnership is regulated 
by the Minister for Justice.  Entering into a marriage or civil partnership is a legal act, which 
confers both rights and obligations on both parties that do not exist in law between cohabiting 
couples.  Widows, widowers and surviving civil partners, who become bereaved, therefore, 
lose someone who had legal duties towards them, and the social welfare code recognises this 
by providing a pension to them, subject to certain conditions. 

It was for these reasons that the social welfare supports for widows and widowers were 
extended to surviving civil partners from 1 January 2011, when the provisions of the Civil Part-
nership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010 came into force.

Awarding widows pensions, or a similar benefit, to people who are not legally widows, wid-
owers or surviving civil partners would involve a significant income support policy change and 
could also be very costly.  The basis on which a person would become entitled to such a pen-
sion, would require significant consideration and raise complex challenges.  Accordingly, any 
changes to eligibility criteria for widow’s pension would need to be considered in the overall 
policy and budgetary context. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRZ03200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRZ03300597. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the details for 
her Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifically Covid-19-related work, services 
or advice; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1799/21]

13/01/2021WRZ03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department has not 
used outsourcing to consultancies for specifically Covid-related work, services or advice.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRZ03500Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

13/01/2021WRZ03600598. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection when pandemic 
unemployment payment arrears will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [1875/21]
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13/01/2021WRZ03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment received by the person concerned on the 20th October 2020 was in respect 
of the period 9th October 2020 to the 15th October 2020. 

I am advised that when PUP arrears were being calculated in respect of the person con-
cerned, a payment in respect of the period from 2nd to the 8th October was processed but these 
arrears were nullified by an earlier PUP overpayment for the period from 24th to 30th July 2020.

In practical terms, while the person concerned was awarded PUP with effect from 2 October, 
the arrears due went towards the overpayment from earlier in the year. 

I am advised that the person concerned is consequently not due any payment from the De-
partment at this stage.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

13/01/2021WRZ03800Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

13/01/2021WRZ03900599. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection if the pandemic unem-
ployment payment will be extended to those who cannot secure childcare and therefore cannot 
work during the current restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1877/21]

13/01/2021WRZ04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): To date over €5 billion 
has been paid in relation to the Pandemic Unemployment Payment since its introduction in 
March 2020 in response to the effects of the Covid-19 virus.  On 5th August the payment was 
introduced as a statutory scheme to continue to mitigate the severe social and economic effects 
of the Covid-19 virus.  To be eligible for the payment a person must have lost their employment 
as a direct consequence of Covid-19 and no longer be in receipt of pay from their employer. 

From the outset of Covid-19, many employers will have taken the initiative, in line with 
requests from the Government, to be as flexible as possible in giving staff time off and working 
patterns that enable them to look after their children who are not attending school or crèche, 
such as allowing employees to work from home, altering shifts or allowing employees to rear-
range holidays or parental leave.

In view of the current circumstances where schools and childcare facilities are closed, where 
a person who cannot secure childcare is not able to work from home or avail of other flexible 
work options and they are not being paid by their employer, they are advised to apply for the 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment.

I trust this clarifies the position at this time. 

13/01/2021WRZ04100Rights of People with Disabilities

13/01/2021WRZ04200600. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth his plans to explore introducing legislation to ensure a right to personal as-
sistance to ensure disabled persons who need supports to live independent lives can do so as per 
Article 19 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44797/20]

13/01/2021WRZ04300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The area of disability services is a priority area for this Government. The HSE 
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provides a range of assisted living services, including Personal Assistant (PA) services to sup-
port individuals to live independent lives.  Significant resources have been invested by the 
health sector in disability services, and the Government has ensured that an additional €100 
million is being provided for new disability measures this year under Budget 2021. These mea-
sures will include an additional 80,000 personal assistant hours.  The 2020 national service plan 
committed the HSE to deliver 1.67m hours of Personal Assistant Hours to over 2,550 people.

The Programme for Government agreed to deliver further Personal Assistance hours to peo-
ple with disabilities..

The Programme for Government also commits to the development of an implementation 
plan to co-ordinate implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities.  This would include examining how best to ensure that people with disabilities can 
access the support services, including personal assistance, that they require to participate in 
their community. 

There are no plans for additional legislation governing the rights, entitlements and opera-
tions associated with the PA service at this time.

13/01/2021WRZ04400Refugee Resettlement Programme

13/01/2021WRZ04500601. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the number of Syrian family members reunited under the Irish refugee 
protection humanitarian admission programme of the Irish refugee protection programme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45168/20]

13/01/2021WRZ04600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) was established in 2015 to de-
liver upon Government commitments to bring to Ireland refugees located in Lebanon and Jor-
dan who had been forced to flee their homes due to the war in Syria. 

The Deputy will note that persons granted permission to travel to Ireland under the Irish 
Refugee Protection Humanitarian Admission Programme (IHAP) make their own arrangements 
for travel, the exact timing of which is not known to the Department.  I can confirm however 
that, to date, 107 persons of Syrian nationality have informed the IRPP Unit of my Department 
of their arrival under the IHAP arrangement.

13/01/2021WRZ04700Human Rights

13/01/2021WRZ04800602. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the status of action 24.1 of the National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy 2019-
2021 to research the banning of LGBT conversion therapy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [45173/20]

13/01/2021WRZ04900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Programme for Government contains a commitment to legislate to end the 
practice of conversion therapy and work is due to commence on the necessary preliminary 
measures shortly. 

The National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy 2019-2021 commits to ensuring that the practice 
of conversion therapy in Ireland is investigated and followed up with appropriate counter mea-
sures.
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In support of these commitments, research will shortly be commissioned to establish the 
extent to which the practice is occurring in Ireland, and to review international best practice 
in responding, which will also include legislative responses in other countries; and developing 
an appropriate package of measures for implementation based on the findings of the research.

The LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy 2018-2020 also contains a commitment to prohibit 
the promotion or practice of conversion therapy by health professionals in Ireland. The Depart-
ment of Health is responsible for implementing this commitment. 

13/01/2021WRZ05000Maternity Leave

13/01/2021WRZ05100603. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth if he will bring forward primary legislation to amend the Maternity Protection Acts 
1994 to 2004 in order to provide that women who had already started or completed their mater-
nity period would be entitled to take a further 13 weeks leave; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1040/21]

13/01/2021WRZ05200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Maternity Protection Acts provide for up to 26 weeks paid maternity leave, 
and a further 16 weeks unpaid leave. Where a child is born prematurely, additional weeks may 
be available.

There have been a number of developments in terms of leave for working parents in recent 
years, notably, in 2019, the extension of parental leave up to 26 weeks for a child under 12 years 
and the introduction of two weeks paid Parent’s Leave and Benefit for each parent in the first 
year of a child’s life.

In order to support parents of children born during the strict lockdown measures, the Gov-
ernment intends to extend Parents’ Leave from two weeks to five weeks for each parent of all 
children born or adopted on or after 1 November 2019. 

The Government also intends to extend the period in which Parents’ Leave can be taken up 
until that child turns two years or, in the case of an adoption, two years after the adoption place-
ment date of the child. This extension will apply to parents who may have already availed of 
their existing entitlements. 

Heads of a Bill to effect these changes were approved by the Government in 2020 and it is 
anticipated that legislation will be introduced in the coming months.

Payment of Parents’ Benefit is a matter for the Minister for Social Protection, and I under-
stand that it will take time for the relevant IT system changes to be made. As a result, the esti-
mated timescale for the necessary updates being put in place is April 2021. 

However, I am examining whether it may be possible for Parents’ Leave to be taken in ad-
vance of these changes and the benefit claimed retrospectively, once the legislation has been 
enacted. I will take advice from Parliamentary Counsel to ensure that it is possible to draft the 
legislation in this way. I will ensure that parents are fully informed of their entitlements in this 
regard as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRZ05300Childcare Services

13/01/2021WRZ05400604. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
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and Youth if he will provide funding to implement the recommendation from the Workplace 
Relations Commission to upgrade the pay scale of county childcare managers; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [1169/21]

13/01/2021WRZ05500629. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth the status of progress relating to the implementation of the recommendation from the 
Workplace Relations Commission to amend the pay scale for county childcare managers; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [1170/21]

13/01/2021WRZ05600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 604 and 629 together.

Officials of my Department are currently reviewing the Workplace Relations Commission’s 
consideration of the pay rates of the managers of the City and County Childcare Committees 
(CCCs).  

The CCCs are one of the key support mechanisms of my Department, and I want to ac-
knowledge the important role they play in providing vital support and guidance to early learn-
ing and care and school age childcare providers, and to parents.  CCCs act as the local agent of 
my Department in the coordination and delivery of the national early education and childcare 
programmes and the implementation of Government policy at a local level, and in facilitating 
and supporting the development of quality, accessible ELC and SAC services for the overall 
benefit of children and their parents.  

In 2005 the Minister for Finance sanctioned the rates payable to CCC managers as compa-
rable to the rates applicable in the Local Authorities for Grade 6.  Officials from my Department 
have been engaging with representatives from the CCCs, including both manager and Board 
of Management representatives, in relation to a proposal for a review of the grading of CCC 
managers.  

Officials from my Department will continue to engage with all parties on this matter as ap-
propriate. A submission has recently been received from a CCC Board of Management on this 
issue and is being reviewed.  It is important to note in this regard that although my Department 
provides annual funding to the CCCs in respect of all areas of expenditure, including salaries, it 
is not the employer of CCC staff, and the staff are not public sector employees. 

13/01/2021WRZ05700Childcare Services

13/01/2021WRZ05800605. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the arrangements being made to ensure childcare for preschool and school-age 
children is available to front-line staff in the health services and other essential services while 
schools remain closed and many childcare centres are not in operation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1666/21]

13/01/2021WRZ05900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department issued detailed guidance to all early learning and care and school 
age childcare services on Friday 8 January regarding the provision of services for children of 
essential workers and for vulnerable children during Level 5 Restrictions until 1 February 2021. 

All early learning and care and school age childcare services, with the exception of services 
which provide the ECCE programme only, are expected to be open for parents who are essen-
tial workers and for vulnerable children from Monday, 11 January, unless the service has been 
instructed to close by public health authorities or has been given force majeure permission to 
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close.

Information for parents is also available on my Department’s website in a document entitled 
‘FAQs for Parents of Children in Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare Services’. 

If any parents with eligible children are having difficulty accessing a childcare place they 
should contact their local County Childcare Committee (CCC) who will be able to advise them. 
Parents can find the contract details for their local CCC on the website myccc.ie.

13/01/2021WRZ06000Employment Data

13/01/2021WRZ06100606. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Dis-
ability, Integration and Youth if he will consider the establishment of a working group within 
his Department to examine the impact of the motherhood gap in the workplace; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1769/21]

13/01/2021WRZ06200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Ensuring that women can fully participate in the workplace is central to devel-
oping a gender equal society. Addressing barriers to this forms part of Government policy on 
gender equality and requires a range of policy solutions.

We know that the burden of childcare in working families falls predominantly on women, 
and can be a barrier to their full participation in the workforce. The Parent’s Leave and Benefit 
Act 2019 introduced 2 weeks’ paid, non-transferrable leave to both parents in the first year of 
their child’s life to ensure that fathers as well as mothers are supported in spending time with 
their child in his or her earliest years. I will introduce a Bill early in 2021 which will extend 
Parent’s Leave and Benefit to five weeks for each parent, and the period in which it can be taken 
to two years.

I will also bring forward Government amendments to progress the Gender Pay Gap Infor-
mation Bill 2019. This Bill, when passed, will oblige companies over a certain size to publish 
information on their gender pay gap. It is hoped that transparency around this important subject 
will build awareness within companies and the wider public of the gender pay gap and to take 
steps to address the gender pay parity. 

The National Strategy for Women and Girls includes a series of actions to promote equality 
for women, including mothers, in the workplace.  These Strategy is a whole-of-Government 
strategy which involves actions by relevant Government Departments to advance women’s 
equality, including in the workplace. 

13/01/2021WRZ06300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRZ06400607. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if essential workers who work from home can avail of childcare services under 
the current level 5 restrictions, given the possible ambiguity in two separate sources (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1811/21]

13/01/2021WRZ06500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Essential workers who work from home can avail of childcare services under the 
current level 5 restrictions.

There was previously an ambiguity in information from the two separate sources provided 
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but this has now been rectified. 

As per the updated information on gov.ie “childcare services are open for vulnerable chil-
dren and children of essential workers. Essential workers who are eligible to access childcare 
services include those who are working from home”.

Further information for parents about accessing childcare services during the 11th-31st Jan-
uary period is available on a Parent FAQ which can be accessed via this link: https://www.gov.
ie/en/publication/8fdc1-faqs-for-parents-of-children-in-early-learning-and-care-and-school-
age-childcare-services-07-january/.

13/01/2021WRZ06600Youth Services

13/01/2021WRZ06700608. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth the process for a community centre to apply for funding for a youth service worker 
to be employed directly by it. [44683/20]

13/01/2021WRZ06800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Funding for the provision of targeted youth services is administered on behalf of 
my Department by the Education and Training Boards, which allocate funding via applications 
to the UBU Your Place Your Space scheme. This scheme is aimed at young people between the 
ages of 10 and 24 who are, or are at risk of becoming, disadvantaged, marginalised or vulner-
able. Targeted annual youth funding of €38.7m is allocated under the scheme. 

Key to achieving the aims of the scheme is the development of the Area Profile and Needs 
Assessment Tool. The purpose of this tool is to allow each ETB to avail of quantitative and 
qualitative information to objectively identify the needs of young people within their functional 
area. This analysis leads to the development of a Service Requirement which is then used as 
the basis for discussion between ETBs and service providers in terms of service delivery to 
meet the needs of young people in the area. The approach ensures that we can target supports 
to the young people most in need of intervention and that funding is allocated on the basis of 
evidence-informed need. 

I advise that any service wishing to apply for funding liaise with the relevant ETB in the 
first instance.  

13/01/2021WRZ06900National Childcare Scheme

13/01/2021WRZ07000609. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the number of school-aged children given standard hours and enhanced 
hours, respectively, since September 2020 under the national childcare scheme. [44707/20]

13/01/2021WRZ07100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The National Childcare Scheme provides financial support to help parents to 
meet the cost of childcare and to support better outcomes for children. The schemes objectives 
are to promote (i) a reduction in child poverty, (ii) positive child development outcomes, (iii) 
labour market activation and (iv) improved quality.  

The NCS is designed to be highly inclusive and to meet the needs of those families who 
need it the most. The NCS is based on the principle of progressive universalism and has regard 
to the best interests of children. 
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By making this fundamental shift away from the legacy schemes where subsidies are 
grounded in medical card and social protection entitlements, and by tangibly reducing the cost 
of quality childcare for thousands of families, the NCS aims to improve children’s outcomes, 
improve labour market participation and reduce child poverty. It is a central policy component 
of the NCS to poverty proof and assist people in exiting the poverty trap.

Within this framework, an income-related subsidy is payable for children up to 15 years of 
age. The subsidy level is determined by the family’s income and the child’s age. The number of 
hours subsidised is determined by the parent’s employment or education arrangements.

The standard hours available are up to a maximum of 20 hours per week and children are 
eligible if at least one parent or guardian is not in work, education or training.

The enhanced hours available are up to a maximum of 45 hours per week where both of a 
child’s parents or guardians are in work, education or training.

The NCS acknowledges that childcare needs differ widely across families and offering sub-
sidies at an hourly rate allows for flexible childcare arrangements to be made based on parental 
needs. 

With regard to the specific questions raised:

- 568 school age children have received the NCS standard hours award since September 
2020.

- 12,080 school age children have received NCS enhanced hours since September 2020.

13/01/2021WRZ07200Community Childcare Subvention Programme

13/01/2021WRZ07300610. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the number of school-aged children registered under community childcare 
subvention plus from September 2020 to December 2020; and the number of school-aged chil-
dren registered for the period September 2019 to December 2019. [44708/20]

13/01/2021WRZ07400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department does not have information on the number of children attending 
school aged childcare as childcare providers are not required to provide data on the number of 
children who attend early learning and care or school aged childcare on a private fee paying 
basis.  

My Department does have data on the number of children attending services based on age 
who are receiving subsidies under various funding programmes run by my Department.  It is 
not possible to readily identify children who are attending school as well as childcare, so the 
purpose of this query, the number of children over 4 is used as a proxy for school aged children, 
as this is the age from which children are able to start school.

In relation to Community Childcare Subvention Plus (CCSP), 21,754 children over 4 were 
registered  from September 2019 to December 2019 and 10,554 children over 4 were subject to 
a renewed CCSP application from September 2020 to December 2020.

It should be noted that the take up of school aged childcare between September 2019 and 
September 2020 are dropped sharply, due to the  impact of Covid-19.  
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13/01/2021WRZ07500National Childcare Scheme

13/01/2021WRZ07600611. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the number of children referred under the national childcare scheme via the 
HSE, Tusla and so on from September to December 2020; and the number of children referred 
via Community Childcare Subvention Plus for the same period in 2019. [44709/20]

13/01/2021WRZ07700612. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the number of referrals for the national childcare scheme from September 
to December 2020 and the number of community childcare subvention plus referrals for Sep-
tember to December 2019, by county. [44710/20]

13/01/2021WRZ07800613. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the number of referrals under the national childcare scheme by each spon-
sor body nationally and by county. [44711/20]

13/01/2021WRZ07900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 611 to 613, inclusive, together.

Sponsorship arrangements within the National Childcare Scheme (NCS) and under the leg-
acy schemes play an important role in making additional supports available for families with 
complex and challenging needs that Early Learning and Care can help to address. 

My Department has undertaken a series of measures to raise awareness of the Sponsor Pro-
gram of the NCS including:

- working directly with the Sponsor Bodies to build their capacity and support the new re-
lationships being built between the Sponsor Bodies, the Parents, the Provider and the Scheme 
Administrator.

- working with the CCCs to assist them with queries, in the case of CCCs DCEDIY is fol-
lowing up on specific cases in addition to any policy, information or training questions CCCs 
have. 

- working with the National Co-ordinator for the Teen Parents Support Programme (TPSP) 
to ensure teen parents are aware of their right to access child care under the NCS. 

- DCEDIY has reached out to Children and Young People’s Services Committees to provide 
them with information on Sponsor Children on the National Childcare Scheme.

- an article on the Sponsorship on the NCS in the Early Years Sectoral e-bulletin December 
edition, that provided information and details of the contacts needed to access additional infor-
mation.  

At the request of my Department Pobal have undertaken a review of the Sponsorship scheme 
administration and processes with a view to introducing changes that will make the process 
easier to engage with, more efficient and a positive experience for all stakeholders involved.  
This review has been completed and the rollout of recommendations is in process. 

The figures provided in table 1 is the figure of sponsored children that have taken up a child-
care place with a childcare provider from September to December 2020.

Table 1. Figures from September to December 2020 
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County Health Services 
Executive (HSE) 

Minister for 
Education (DE) 

Minister for 
Justice(DJ) 

National Home-
less Authorities 
(for Sponsored 
NCS) 

TUSLA Child 
and Family 
Agency 

Total 

Carlow - - - 1 35 36 

Cavan - - 1 - 18 19 

Clare 1 - - - 2 3 

Cork 3 1 - 3 16 23 

Donegal - - 4 - 12 16 

Dublin 54 2 - 93 128 277 

Galway - - - 3 13 16 

Kerry 1 - - 2 8 11 

Kildare - - - 3 - 3 

Kilkenny - - 3 - 21 24 

Laois - - 2 - 9 11 

Leitrim - - - - 4 4 

Limerick 1 - - 6 26 33 

Longford - - - - 3 3 

Louth 4 1 - 2 8 15 

Mayo - - 1 - 1 2 

Meath 1 - - - 3 4 

Monaghan - - - - 6 6 

Offaly - - 1 - - 1 

Roscommon - - 1 - - 1 

Sligo - - - - 4 4 

Tipperary - - 5 - 29 34 

Waterford - - - 1 4 5 

Westmeath - 1 - - 2 3 

Wexford - - - - 8 8 

Wicklow - - 22 - 66 88 

Table 2. Figures from September to December 2020 

Sponsor Body Health Services 
Executive (HSE) 

Minister for 
Education (DE) 

Minister for 
Justice (DJ) 

National Home-
less Authorities 
(for Sponsored 
NCS) 

TUSLA Child 
and Family 
Agency 

Total 

Total 65 5 39 114 426 649

Please note that a child could have attended in more than one county, but will only appear 
once in the total. This is why the county total does not match the total sum which you would get 
if you added up each county in turn.

Information provided in table 3 is the number of children that were referred from each spon-
sored body nationally from September to December 2020. As not all are in childcare provision 
a county-by-county is not available.

Table 3. Figures from September to December 2020 

Sponsor Total 
Health Services Executive (HSE) 99 
Minister for Education (DE) 6 
Minister for Justice (DJ) 94 
National Homeless Authorities (for Sponsored NCS) 193 
TUSLA Child and Family Agency 586 
Sponsor referrals since programme launch:
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The figures provided in table 4 are the figures for sponsored children that have taken up a 
childcare place with a childcare provider since programme launch.

Table 4. Figures since programme launch

County Health Services 
Executive (HSE) 

Minister for 
Education (DE) 

Minister for 
Justice  (DJ) 

National Home-
less Authorities 
(for Sponsored 
NCS) 

TUSLA Child 
and Family 
Agency 

Total 

Carlow - - - 2 47 49 

Cavan - - 15 - 20 35 

Clare 1 - - - 3 4 

Cork 3 1 - 4 17 25 

Donegal - - 6 - 13 19 

Dublin 67 2 - 171 144 384 

Galway - - - 17 22 39 

Kerry 1 - - 2 8 11 

Kildare - - - 5 - 5 

Kilkenny - - 8 - 24 32 

Laois - - 5 - 20 25 

Leitrim - - - - 4 4 

Limerick 1 - - 18 36 55 

Longford - - 5 - 4 9 

Louth 4 1 - 3 8 16 

Mayo - - 1 - 1 2 

Meath 1 - - 3 4 8 

Monaghan - - - - 9 9 

Offaly - - 1 - 1 2 

Roscommon - - 29 - 1 30 

Sligo - - - - 5 5 

Tipperary - - 11 - 41 52 

Waterford - - 12 2 7 21 

Westmeath - 1 - - 2 3 

Wexford - - - - 8 8 

Wicklow - - 25 3 66 94 

Table 5. Figures since programme launch 

Sponsor Body Health Services 
Executive (HSE) 

Minister for 
Education (DE) 

Minister for 
Justice (DJ) 

National Home-
less Authorities 
(for Sponsored 
NCS) 

TUSLA Child 
and Family 
Agency 

Total 

Total 78 5 105 230 515 933 

Please note that a child could have attended in more than one county, but will only appear 
once in the total. This is why the county total does not match the total sum which you would get 
if you added up each county in turn.

Information provided in table 6 is the number of children that were referred from each spon-
sored body nationally since programme launch. Children are identified by unique PPSN.

Table 6. Figures since programme launch 

Sponsor Total 
Health Services Executive (HSE) 116 
Minister for Education (DE) 6
Minister for Justice (DJ) 184 
National Homeless Authorities (for Sponsored NCS) 384 
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Sponsor Total 
TUSLA Child and Family Agency 678 

CCSP sponsorship:  

Provided in the tables below are the breakdown of children that were registered for Com-
munity Childcare Subvention Transitional (CCST) for children in families experiencing home-
lessness and Community Childcare Subvention Resettlement (CCSR) for programme refugees 
both nationally and on a county level under CCSP from September 2019 to 31 December 2019.

The below table does not include all children who were referred from each sponsored body. 
While CCSR and CCST have a unique identifier, Public Health Nurse (PHN) referrals, Tusla 
Referrals and Secondary school students are automatically granted the maximum subsidy al-
lowable under CCSP which is identical to other non-sponsored claimants entitled to this sub-
sidy level and therefore we are unable to extract these referrals from other CCSP registrations.

Please note that a child could have attended in more than one county, but will only appear 
once in the total. 

In addition it should be noted that CCSP requires an annual re-registration which runs from 
late August to late October. As such the registration activity in the table below do not neces-
sarily represent new registrations. This fixed annual cycle does not apply to NCS registrations.

Table 7. CCSP figures from September 2019 to 31 December 2019 

County CCS Resettlement CCS Transitional 
Cork County 2 2 
Clare 0 4 
Carlow 8 1 
Cork City 4 12 
Donegal 4 0 
Dun Laoghaire 1 3 
Dublin South 1 20 
Dublin City 30 179 
Fingal 3 17 
Galway 6 23 
Kildare 2 11 
Kilkenny 14 0 
Kerry 3 5 
Longford 2 0 
Louth 1 11 
Limerick 2 17 
Laois 7 0 
Meath 10 0 
Offaly 4 3 
Roscommon 28 0 
Sligo 2 0 
Tipperary 1 1 
Waterford 17 2 
Westmeath 6 0 
Wexford 4 1 
Total Unique Children 154 312 
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13/01/2021WRAA00400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRAA00500614. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the way in which the amount that Pobal states services owe has been 
calculated; and if a breakdown will be provided. [44735/20]

13/01/2021WRAA00600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Temporary Wage Subsidy Childcare Scheme (TWSCS) was expediently 
launched on 15 April 2020 as a unique sector specific response to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic crisis. This scheme was in addition to the Revenue led Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(TWSS)  made available to other sectors. 

The TWSCS supported approximately 3,855 or 85% of early learning and childcare services 
and ensured that over 22,000 staff in the sector retained their employment relationship with 
their employer. The 12-week scheme is estimated to cost approximately €50m.

 While the unique 12 week scheme was being developed, preliminary payments were paid 
in advance to providers to assist their cash flow, enable them to retain their staff and cover some 
of their overhead costs. These preliminary/estimated payments resulted in some surplus fund-
ing being provided.

It was noted from the outset of the scheme, a reconciliation would take place between the 
final calculated amount actually due to providers and the preliminary payments that were made.

These reconciliations arise from “preliminary” payments which were made in April, May 
and June 2020 to ensure that providers received funding in a timely manner to enable them pay 
their staff and avoid laying them off, and cover some of their overhead costs. They were based 
on estimates of each individual service’s staff and overhead requirements, in advance of the 
more detailed TWSCS subsidy calculations. 

The alternative for Pobal and DCYA would have been to await the detailed application form 
and verification, but this would have delayed payments and could have been detrimental to pro-
viders with serious income and cash flow difficulties caused by the COVID-19 closure.

Providers are able to view details of the TWSCS overpayments on the providers platform 
on Pobal’s IT system PIP.  The TWSCS contract value is provided, along with the amount paid, 
resulting in a balance due. However, should providers have concerns in relation to the overpay-
ment amounts shown, or require further detail, they should contact the provider centre in the 
first instance to highlight and address their concerns.

Many services had the excess amount in their accounts and were in a position to repay it. In 
fact several providers expressed a wish to return the excess funding immediately and have done 
so in advance of  the recoupment process which commenced in November 2020. Refunds of 
overpayments continue to be made to Pobal by providers in January 2021. 

For providers who did not have funds on hand at the time and therefore were unable to 
refund the excess funding immediately, an alternative arrangement was put in place. The de-
duction of the overpayment was spread over the remaining Programme payments from the 20 
November to the end of 2020. However, my department acknowledged that, despite the wide 
ranging Covid-19 supports available to date, there may be some providers who may continue 
to experience ongoing viability concerns and this alternative arrangement may not them suit 
at that time. In such cases, my Department put a third option in place. My Department asked 
and indeed encouraged any provider who had concerns to register a service request on Hive. 
The provider would be contacted by Pobal and an opportunity for an alternative plan would 
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be discussed. 

Providers were given an opportunity make final amendments to their subsidy application 
form in November 2020. Any changes made to the application form in the amendment window 
would result in a recalculation of the 12 week subsidy. Any recalculation of the TWSCS sub-
sidy may result in the overpayment amount being adjusted. 

The final 12 week subsidy recalculation was run in early December. Pobal are now in the pro-
cess of completing recalculation process and adjusting overpayments amounts to be repaid if 
necessary, for the providers who made adjustments to their application form. It is anticipated 
the recalculation process will  be finalised in the coming weeks as Pobal continue to make the 
final Revenue and quality assurance checks as required. 

As stated previously, Pobal recognises the immense pressure that services have been under 
and is committed to continuing to work with the Department and the sector to support it through 
these exceptionally difficult times.

The measures put in place to support the ELC and SAC sector since March 12 have been 
very successful including the TWSCS and the EWSS. Approximately the same number of ser-
vices have reopened in late 2020 as were open in late 2019, despite reports that up to 1,000 
would close. This is a phenomenal result and reflects both the effectiveness of the Government 
measures and the hard work of the sector. 

13/01/2021WRAA00700Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

13/01/2021WRAA00800615. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the way in which a person (details supplied) who is a survivor of a mother and 
baby home can access counselling to deal with the aftermath of events that occurred; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44738/20]

13/01/2021WRAA00900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I recognise the importance of ensuring former residents’ mental health is priori-
tised and supported. In preparing for the publication of the final report of the Commission on 
Mother and Baby Homes, I have highlighted the counselling supports available to those who 
may feel they need additional support. 

The National Counselling Service is a specialist service with 20 years of experience in 
providing counselling and psychotherapy to a wide range of clients including those who have 
experienced psychological difficulties due to time spent in institutions. Counselling is available 
face to face, by telephone or online through secure video. Access to the National Counselling 
Service for former residents may be made by direct self-referral or by written referrals from 
health care professionals, such as GPs. 

I have engaged with the Minister for Health on these matters and I can confirm that steps 
have been taken to ensure that the National Counselling Service will be available to provide re-
sponsive and timely services for any person who needs professional counselling support during 
this time. Relevant contact details are included as follows. These services are free and details 
have also been published on my Department’s website.

The National Counselling Service is available from Monday to Friday between 9.30 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Details of the National Counselling Service and contact details for each area are 
listed as follows.



Questions - Written Answers

354

HSE Region Area covered Telephone number 

CHO Area 1 Donegal, Sligo & Leitrim 1800 234 119 

CHO Area 2 Galway, Mayo & Roscommon 1800 234 114 

CHO Area 3 Limerick, Clare & North Tipperary 1800 234 115 

CH Cork, Kerry Cork & Kerry 1800 234 116 

CHO Area 5 Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny, Carlow & South Tipperary 1800 234 118 

CH East South Dublin, South East Dublin & East Wicklow 1800 234 111 

CH Dublin South, Kildare & West Wicklow South West Dublin, Kildare & West Wicklow 1800 234 112 

CHO Area 8 Midlands: Laois, Offaly, Longford & Westmeath 1800 234 113 

CHO Area 1/8 Louth, Meath, Cavan & Monaghan 1800 234 117 

CHO Area 9 Dublin North & Dublin North City 1800 234 110 

In addition, an out of hours service, Connect Counselling, is also available to provide sup-
port and is currently providing an enhanced service from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. every day (7 days a 
week). This service is staffed by a professional team experienced in the work of past trauma and 
in particular childhood trauma. This service is generally available between 6pm and 10 p.m. 
Monday through to Sunday on 1800 477 477. 

A new webpage with all relevant information for former residents of Mother and Baby 
Homes has been set-up by the HSE at:

www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/4/mental-health-services/national-counselling-service/coun-
selling-service-for-former-residents-of-mother-and-baby-homes

Additional mental health supports provided/funded by the HSE are also available to former 
residents. Details of these supports are available on www.yourmentalhealth.ie

For persons living in the UK, the Immigrant Counselling and Psychotherapy service (ICAP) 
run a counselling and psychotherapy service for survivors of institutional abuse which is avail-
able to survivors. It is funded by the Health Service Executive (HSE), Ireland and is provided 
free of charge. ICAP have many years of experience in providing psychotherapy for adult sur-
vivors of institutional abuse and their families and can be contacted on 0207 272 7906 or email 
clinicaladmin@icap.org.uk.

13/01/2021WRAA01000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRAA01100616. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of persons residing in direct provision centres that have tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 in 2020. [44770/20]

13/01/2021WRAA01200617. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of Covid-19 outbreaks experienced by direct provision centres to 
date. [44771/20]

13/01/2021WRAA01300618. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the number of direct provision centres currently experiencing outbreaks of 
Covid-19. [44772/20]

13/01/2021WRAA01400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 616 to 618, inclusive, together.

Responsibility for the recording of the number of people who test positive for COVID-19 
lies with the Department of Health. The International Protection Accommodation Service 
(IPAS) does not confirm positive test results of any person. With regard to medical information 
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such as who should be tested and when and the release of data relating to same, these are mat-
ters for the HSE in a public health context. My Department’s priority is the health of residents, 
staff and the wider community and it is working very closely with the HSE to manage the chal-
lenges of this public health crisis.

IPAS and the HSE have put in place a range of measures in all of our Accommodation Cen-
tres to address issues relating to COVID-19 should they arise. These measures have included: 

- Provision for self-isolation facilities in Accommodation Centres and offsite self-isolation 
facilities;

- Provision of a free, confidential and independent support telephone line for residents oper-
ated by the Jesuit Refugee Service;

- Increased capacity to support physical and social distancing ensuring no more than 3 non-
related persons share a bedroom;

- Enhanced cleaning regimes and provision of PPE to all accommodation centres;

- Regular communications and information on public health advice to residents and centre 
managers;

- Cocooning of all medically vulnerable and over 65 residents;

- Accommodation scheme for healthcare workers;

- IPAS Living with COVID Plan which clearly explains how each of the five levels of re-
strictions in the Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021 affects residents and visitors to centres.

Information regarding outbreaks of COVID-19 are published weekly by the Health Protec-
tion Surveillance Centre (HSPC). Details of outbreaks in International Protection Accommoda-
tion Centres can be found in table 5 at the following link:

https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/surveillance/covid-
19outbreaksclustersinireland/COVID-19%20Weekly%20Outbreak%20Report_Week532020_
v1.0_04012021_WebVersion.pdf

I can assure the Deputy that the health and well-being of all residents and staff of accom-
modation centres for International Protection applicants are very high priorities for my Depart-
ment.

13/01/2021WRAA01700Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRAA01800619. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if his Department or State agencies under the aegis of his Department have 
awarded contracts to a company (details supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the con-
tracts were tendered for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44780/20]

13/01/2021WRAA01900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department has not awarded any contracts to this company.  The Adop-
tion Authority of Ireland, the National Disability Authority and Oberstown Children Detention 
Campus have confirmed likewise.

I have referred the question to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, the Ombudsman for 
Children’s Office and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission and asked them to 
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provide the information sought directly to the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRAA02000Early Childhood Care and Education

13/01/2021WRAA02100620. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth if a person (details supplied) can defer an ECCE place for the person’s children; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44849/20]

13/01/2021WRAA02200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is a universal two-
year preschool programme available to all children within the eligible age range. The pro-
gramme is provided for three hours per day, five days per week, over 38 weeks per year. A 
child must have reached 2 years and 8 months of age on or prior to 31 August of the relevant 
programme year to be eligible for the September start date and a child cannot turn 5 years 
and 6 months of age during the course of the ECCE programme year. All children, including 
those with additional needs, are entitled to two years on the ECCE programme. The ECCE 
programme is not mandatory, and a parent may choose to send their child to ECCE for just one 
year, or not at all.

In the case referred to by the Deputy the parents may choose to defer starting the ECCE 
programme by one year therefore starting in September 2021. Due to the age of the children 
referred to, they will only be eligible for one year of ECCE, due to their age. It is currently open 
to parents in this situation to apply for an overage exemption to avail of a ECCE second year. 
The Department in deciding such applications is guided by expert advice that it is in children’s 
best interests to start primary school with their age cohort.

It is not possible for the Department to approve an overage exemption for September 2022 
based on a speech therapists report of March 2020.

13/01/2021WRAA02300Child Protection

13/01/2021WRAA02400621. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will report on the meetings his Department has had with an organisation 
(details supplied) in 2020; the planned follow-up meetings in 2021; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44862/20]

13/01/2021WRAA02500622. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will report on the investigations that will be taking place into child protec-
tion issues at an organisation (details supplied); when these investigations will be completed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44863/20]

13/01/2021WRAA02600623. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will report on the way in which his Department will communicate with per-
sons affected by historical child protection issues at an organisation (details supplied); if there 
will be a liaison person assigned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44864/20]

13/01/2021WRAA02700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 621 to 623, inclusive, together.

I met with the Commissioner of St John Ambulance in late 2020, and I am satisfied that the 
organisation in its current form is taking the matter to which the Deputy refers extremely seri-
ously.  St John Ambulance is keeping my Department informed of their intentions on how to 
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progress the matter.

The Deputy may also be aware that a number of civil cases are in train in relation to the mat-
ter, and that it would not be appropriate for me to comment on issues before the courts.

I can assure the Deputy that all correspondence received by me, or my officials on my be-
half, in relation to retrospective allegations of abuse is treated with the utmost sensitivity and 
responded to appropriately. I have received correspondence relating to abuse, in the past, in 
St John Ambulance. The Deputy will understand that it would not be appropriate for me to 
share details of this correspondence. 

If you are aware of other individuals that have had similar experiences, as children, in St. 
John Ambulance please encourage them to come forward to the relevant authorities, An Garda 
Síochána and Tusla, the Child and Family Agency.

13/01/2021WRAA03000Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRAA03100624. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if he will address a matter regarding the case of a child (details supplied) with 
special needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44875/20]

13/01/2021WRAA03200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Community Childcare Subvention Plus (CCSP) programme closed perma-
nently to new registrations on 15 November 2019 upon the commencement of the National 
Childcare Scheme (NCS).

The National Childcare Scheme (NCS) has replaced all previous targeted childcare pro-
grammes and provides subsidies to parents based on their household income. At present fami-
lies with a net household income of less than €26,000 get the maximum subsidy. Above this 
threshold, up to a maximum household income of €60,000 net, families will get tapered levels 
of subsidy.

With reference to an application for ECCE Overage Exemption in respect of the child  re-
ferred to by the Deputy, an application was received by officials in my Department on 23 Febru-
ary 2020. The application was refused as, if granted, the child would have been over six in his 
first year of primary school.  In considering applications for overage exemptions my Depart-
ment is guided by expert advice that children should progress to primary school with their age 
cohort.

Supports are available for school aged children with additional needs, further information 
on which can be found on the website of the National Council for Special Education, https://
ncse.ie/.

13/01/2021WRAA03300Childcare Services

13/01/2021WRAA03400625. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his views on a matter regarding the case of a childcare centre (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44897/20]

13/01/2021WRAA03500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Subsidies under the National Childcare Scheme are available year-round, and 
most are renewable on an annual basis.
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However, on the NCS parent portal, there is a difference between renewing an application 
and beginning a brand new application. 

A parent can choose to renew their current NCS award within the six week renewal window. 
Where a parent completes their application renewal within the application window, their current 
NCS award will continue until its expiry date, and the new CHICK will be valid immediately 
after this date. This means that there is no gap in subsidy when an award is renewed in good 
time.

To renew an application, a parent should log in to the NCS parent portal, select the ‘My Ap-
plications’ section to view their submitted applications. Here, a parent can select their currently-
active application and select the refresh button to begin the renewal process.

It appears based on the new information provided that the applicant opted to commence a 
new application rather than renew their existing award. As one family obviously cannot have 
two active awards, when an applicant receives a new award, this will invalidate their current 
NCS award at the end of the week. If the new CHICK is not registered with a childcare pro-
vider, the payment of subsidies will cease with the expiry of the old CHICK. 

Whether a parent completes a renewal or a brand new application, in either case they will 
receive a notification from the NCS system informing them of the next steps they are required 
to take in order to avail of their subsidy. 

The NCS Parent Support Centre remains available to assist parents and can be contacted on 
01 906 8530.

13/01/2021WRAA03600Childcare Services

13/01/2021WRAA03700626. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will review correspondence (details supplied); the reassurance or assistance 
that will be provided in this case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45138/20]

13/01/2021WRAA03800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Key policy objectives of my Department is to improve affordability, accessibility 
and quality of early learning and care and school-age childcare. A 117% increase in investment 
over the last number of years has led to a doubling in the number of children receiving free or 
subsidised early learning and care and school-age childcare. It has also supported the sector to 
increase the number of places available – by up to 60 percent.

First 5, the ten-year whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young children and their 
families pledges to build on this progress. Among key strategic actions in First 5 is a commit-
ment to ‘maintain and extend the supply of high-quality publicly subsidised early learning and 
care and school-age childcare to best serve the developmental needs of babies and young chil-
dren, ensuring that it also reflects the needs and preferences of parents and families’. 

To deliver on this strategic action, a range of actions are under way, including an update of 
the National Planning Guidelines for the development of early learning and care and school-age 
childcare settings, the extension of regulation to all paid, non-relative childminders on a phased 
basis and  the development of a strategic capital investment plan to deliver large-scale capital 
investment under Project 2040. There is also a commitment to strengthen capacity to accurately 
forecast supply and demand for early learning and care and school-age childcare.

Supply of, and demand for, early learning and care and school-age childcare places is cur-



13 January 2021

359

rently monitored annually through the Early Years Sector Profile. This survey is conducted by 
Pobal on behalf of my Department.

The most recent published report of findings from this survey is on 2019 data. This reveals 
that the current supply of early learning and care and school-age childcare broadly meets paren-
tal demand. However, there is some evidence of capacity issues in certain areas and for certain 
age groups. 

The following table shows the capacity in County Monaghan.

County Children enrolled Vacant places Waiting List
Monaghan 3,925 257 211
There are currently 58 early learning and care and school-age childcare services in Monaghan 

that are in contract with my Department. Those experiencing difficulties accessing a service can 
contact Monaghan County Childcare Committee who may be able to provide assistance.

13/01/2021WRAA03900Children in Care

13/01/2021WRAA04000627. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the number of young persons discharged from State care into homeless 
services in 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45164/20]

13/01/2021WRAA04100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy refers to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family Agen-
cy. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response issue to the 
Deputy in due course.

13/01/2021WRAA04200Childcare Services

13/01/2021WRAA04300628. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the childcare facilities that will be in place for children of front-line workers 
for the duration of level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1123/21]

13/01/2021WRAA04400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department issued detailed guidance to all early learning and care and school 
age childcare services on Friday 8 January regarding the provision of services for children of 
essential workers and for vulnerable children during Level 5 Restrictions until 1 February 2021. 

All early learning and care and school age childcare services, with the exception of services 
which provide the ECCE programme only, are expected to be open for parents who are essen-
tial workers and for vulnerable children from Monday, 11 January, unless the service has been 
instructed to close by public health authorities or has been given force majeure permission to 
close.

Information for parents is also available on my Departments’ website in a document entitled 
‘FAQs for Parents of Children in Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare Services’.

If any parents with eligible children are having difficulty accessing a childcare place they 
should contact their local County Childcare Committee (CCC) who will be able to advise them. 
Parents can find the contract details for their local CCC on the website myccc.ie.

  Question No. 629 answered with Question No. 604.
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13/01/2021WRAA04600Early Childhood Care and Education

13/01/2021WRAA04700630. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if the loss of ECCE hours during the Covid-19 crisis will be made up to 
the preschool children to ensure they do not miss out on crucial development; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1270/21]

13/01/2021WRAA04800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): A decision was taken by Government on 6 January that the ECCE programme 
would be postponed until 1 February in order to reduce movement in the population to reduce 
the spread of Covid.

My Department acknowledges that it would be very difficult for providers and practitioners 
to make up the four weeks they will be closed, and does not expect them to do so. My Depart-
ment has asked that, where possible, ECCE providers engage with children and families who 
normally take part in the ECCE programme and who are not otherwise attending the service. 
Providers are asked to give particular attention to supporting children who avail of supports 
through the Access and Inclusion Model.

To assist providers and parents a preschool hub with free online resources will be available 
on the First 5 website.

13/01/2021WRAA04900Childcare Services

13/01/2021WRAA05000631. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the supports in place to help childcare providers to remain open during the 
current Covid-19 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1279/21]

13/01/2021WRAA05100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Under current COVID-19 restrictions, financial supports continue to be available 
to the sector,  notably the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS). EWSS is an economy-
wide enterprise support for eligible businesses in respect of eligible employees. It provides a 
flat-rate subsidy to qualifying employers based on the numbers of paid and eligible employees 
on the employer’s payroll; and it charges a reduced rate of employer PRSI of 0.5% on wages 
paid that are eligible for the subsidy payment.

ELC and SAC services registered with Tusla received an exemption from the EWSS turn-
over requirements. This additional benefit exempts providers from demonstrating a decline 
of 30% turnover to be eligible for EWSS. Furthermore, the rate of subsidy the employer will 
receive per paid eligible employee under EWSS was enhanced on 20 October 2020 in response 
to nationwide level 5 restrictions and will continue to be made available during this January 
period.

Under the enhanced rates, the average ELC and SAC service with EWSS will have approxi-
mately, on average, 80% of payroll costs covered. This equates to approximately 50% of the 
usual operating costs of the average service – allowing them to operate sustainably with lower 
occupancy rates and higher delivery costs due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

My Department is continuing to provide all ELC and SAC subsidy schemes at existing capi-
tation and subsidy rates during the current Level 5 restrictions until the end of January. These 
include the National Childcare Scheme (NCS), Community Childcare Subvention Plus (CCSP) 
Saver Programme, Training and Employment Childcare (TEC) Saver Programme and the Early 
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Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Scheme. My Department will continue to pay these 
subsidies in respect of children who can no longer attend while the current Level 5 measures are 
in effect, due to current restrictions, where services are provided to children of essential workers 
and vulnerable children only.

Despite beneficiary schemes funding continuing to flow from the Department, along with 
access to the EWSS, some services may be left with a short-term sustainability concerns due to 
lower income levels arising from current restrictions. Officials within my Department are cur-
rently developing a specific strand of funding to support sustainability issues arising out of the 
impact of full and part time early learning and care and school age childcare services opening 
only for the children of essential workers and vulnerable children. Further details will issue in 
due course.

My Department also oversees a case management support facility through which local 
CCCs and Pobal work together to assess and provide assistance to ELC and SAC services in 
difficulty. This support can include help with completing and interpreting analysis of staff ra-
tios, fee setting, cash flow difficulties, as well as more specialised advice and support appropri-
ate to individual circumstances. Any service that has concerns about their viability during the 
current Level 5 restrictions  should contact their local CCC in the first instance.

13/01/2021WRAA05200Protected Disclosures

13/01/2021WRAA05300632. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth when a report of acute public interest (details supplied) will be published. 
[1315/21]

13/01/2021WRAA05400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The report to which the Deputy refers has been commissioned by Tusla, the Child 
and Family Agency. Tusla has advised my Department that the report has not yet been finalised. 
As such, I am not yet in a position to consider whether such a report will or should be published.

13/01/2021WRAA05500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRAA05600633. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the way in which it is safe for staff, children and families to return to pre-
schools while primary and secondary schools are closed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1401/21]

13/01/2021WRAA05700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Public health experts have confirmed that Early Learning and Care (ELC) and 
School Age Childcare (SAC) services may continue to operate during the current Level 5 re-
strictions. While no environment is without risk in relation to Covid-19, and this has been the 
case throughout the pandemic, services can significantly reduce their risk level by closely fol-
lowing the expert guidance provided by the HSE, which was prepared specifically for ELC and 
SAC services by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC). It is also important to re-
member that the incidence of Covid-19 positive cases in children under 13 remains significantly 
lower than the population at large.

The Government decided to delay the reopening of schools until 1 February in order to min-
imise the movement of people at a time of significantly elevated levels of infection of Covid-19 
in the community. The decision is not connected to the risk level of the setting (e.g. Schools or 



Questions - Written Answers

362

ELC/SAC services) but rather due to the Government’s desire to reduce all movement of people 
in so far as possible, and so reduce the chance of the virus spreading. For this reason the reopen-
ing of the ECCE programme has been postponed until 1 February, and ELC/SAC services will 
only be open to children of essential workers and vulnerable children. 

The advice from the national public health experts is that no change is required to the Infec-
tion Prevention and Control guidance for settings providing ELC/SAC during the pandemic. 
Services have been following this guidance effectively since reopening last June and it has 
helped to minimise risk of spread of infection within settings.  My Department, in conjunction 
with the HSE, will keep this under review and will update as appropriate.

13/01/2021WRAA05800Childcare Costs

13/01/2021WRAA05900634. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth if parents will be charged crèche fees in order to save their children’s place 
even if they are not attending; his plans to address the matter; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1706/21]

13/01/2021WRAA06000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I am aware, and welcome that, many childcare providers have refunded or cred-
ited fees for parents who cannot access services at this time. I would ask all services to take this 
step, where possible, in light of the significant State supports provided to the sector. 

I acknowledge that the relationship between a service and parent is a private one based on 
a contract.

My Department is engaging with the childcare sector on this matter and will keep it under 
review.

13/01/2021WRAA06100Childcare Services

13/01/2021WRAA06200635. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth if a matter in relation to payment deductions for a childcare facility (details 
supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1707/21]

13/01/2021WRAA06300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I refer to your query in relation to the recoupment of overpayments under the 
Temporary COVID-19 Wage Subsidy Childcare Scheme (TWSCS). As has been advised to 
service providers and set out in the TWSCS Funding Agreement last April, it is a requirement 
of the TWSCS that unspent or excess monies are recouped. 

As per communications to service providers regarding the treatment of TWSCS overpay-
ments, the options to repay overpayments were outlined as follows:

- to repay the amount by 13/11/2020

- to request an alternative recoupment plan such as recoupment from other programme pay-
ments up to the end of March 2021 at the latest 

If neither of the options were requested the default scenario was to recover from programme 
payments before the end of December 2020.
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The Department has been in contact with the scheme administrator (Pobal), who have ad-
vised that they have no record of receiving any TWSCS refund payment from the service. As a 
result the overpayments which are showing as due have been fully recouped against programme 
payments per the original agreement and as flagged to all providers in September and Novem-
ber.

The scheme administrator has attempted to contact the provider on foot of the Deputy’s PQ, 
but has been unable to make contact. The scheme administrator has been requested to continue 
to make contact to discuss the matter with the provider.

13/01/2021WRAA06400National Childcare Scheme

13/01/2021WRAA06500636. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if childcare providers will continue to be paid the national childcare scheme 
payments for the duration of level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1768/21]

13/01/2021WRAA06600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Government decided on 6 January that, in order to reduce movement in the popu-
lation, the ECCE programme would not resume until 1 February. Other Early Learning and 
Childcare and School-Age Childcare services (ELC/SAC services) can remain open on a re-
stricted basis, to offer services to the children of essential workers and to vulnerable children 
only. 

Services who currently receive National Childcare Scheme payments which remain open 
to provide services to children of essential workers and/or to vulnerable children will continue 
to be receive payments for the National Childcare Scheme for this period.

Services may apply for force majeure if they are not in a position to open and, subject to 
meeting the criteria for force majeure, may continue to receive payments.

Detailed information on arrangements during the current Covid-19 measures including pay-
ments under the National Childcare Scheme are available through an FAQ document provided 
here:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/367e6-faqs-for-providers-of-early-learning-and-care-
and-school-age-childcare-services-12-January/

13/01/2021WRBB00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRBB00300637. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if childcare providers who are operating for essential workers will be provided 
with a top-up on the shortfall in wages being paid with the support of the employment wage 
subsidy scheme, given that these services will be loss making due to the loss of fees for the 
duration of level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1776/21]

13/01/2021WRBB00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Under the current Covid19 restrictions, financial supports continue to be avail-
able to the Early Learning and Childcare (ELS) and School Age Care (SAC) sector, notably the 
Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS). EWSS is an economy-wide enterprise support 
for eligible businesses in respect of eligible employees. It provides a flat-rate subsidy to qualify-
ing employers based on the numbers of eligible and paid employees on the employer’s payroll; 
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and it charges a reduced rate of employer PRSI of 0.5% on wages paid that are eligible for the 
subsidy payment.

ELC and SAC services registered with Tusla received an exemption from the EWSS turn-
over requirements. This additional benefit exempts providers from demonstrating a decline 
of 30% turnover to be eligible for EWSS.  Furthermore, the rate of subsidy the employer will 
receive per paid eligible employee under EWSS was enhanced on 20 October 2020 in response 
to nationwide level 5 restrictions and will continue to be made available during this period.

Under the enhanced rates, the average ELC and SAC service with EWSS will have approxi-
mately on average 80% of payroll costs covered. This equates to approximately 50% of the 
usual operating costs of the average service – allowing them to operate sustainably with lower 
occupancy rates and higher delivery costs due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

My Department is continuing to provide all ELC and SAC subsidy schemes at existing capi-
tation and subsidy rates during the current Level 5 restriction until the end of January. These 
include the National Childcare Scheme (NCS), Community Childcare Subvention Plus (CCSP) 
Saver Programme, Training and Employment Childcare (TEC) Saver Programme and the Early 
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Scheme. My Department will continue to pay these 
subsidies in respect of children who can no longer attend while the current Level 5 measures are 
in effect, due to current restrictions  where services are provided to children of essential workers 
and vulnerable children only.

Despite beneficiary schemes funding continuing to flow from the Department, along with 
access to the EWSS, some services may be left with short-term sustainability concerns due to 
lower income levels arising from current restrictions. Officials within my Department are cur-
rently developing a specific strand of funding to support sustainability issues arising out of the 
impact of full and part time early learning and care and school age childcare services opening 
only for the children of essential workers and vulnerable children. Further details will issue in 
due course.

My Department also oversees a case management support facility through which local 
CCCs and Pobal work together to assess and provide assistance to ELC and SAC services in 
difficulty. This support can include help with completing and interpreting analysis of staff ra-
tios, fee setting, cash flow difficulties, as well as more specialised advice and support appropri-
ate to individual circumstances. Any service that has concerns about their viability during the 
current Level 5 restrictions  should contact their local CCC in the first instance.

13/01/2021WRBB00500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRBB00600638. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if students attending a college (details supplied) are eligible for the 
Covid-19 third level payment. [1009/21]

13/01/2021WRBB00700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): In recognition of the challenges facing full time third level students the 
Government has approved once off funding of €50m to provide additional financial assistance 
in this academic year. 

The funding was provided in Budget 2021, in recognition of the exceptional situation they 
have experienced due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Financial assistance will be provided to all 
EU full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher Educa-
tion Institutions.
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Dublin Business College is a private college outside the remit of my Department and stu-
dents attending the college are not eligible for the scheme.

13/01/2021WRBB00800Third Level Admissions

13/01/2021WRBB00900639. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science if those students who sat the leaving certificate exams in 
November 2020 and receive improved grades will be offered a deferred place for their courses 
when results are released in the coming weeks based on the 2020 Central Applications Office, 
CAO, points. [1625/21]

13/01/2021WRBB01000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): It is my understanding that those who opted to sit the Leaving Certificate 
exams in November 2020 and receive an improved CAO offer on foot of these results will re-
ceive a deferred offer to start their course in the 2021/22 academic year. Such offers are part of 
the 2020 application cycle, and therefore will be based on the 2020 CAO points.

The CAO process applications for undergraduate, and some postgraduate, courses on the 
behalf of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs).  Decisions on admissions are made by the HEIs 
who then instruct the CAO to make offers to successful candidates. The CAO are therefore best 
placed to provide answers to any queries in relation to third level offers. The CAO can be con-
tacted through the contact form available on its website www.cao.ie

13/01/2021WRBB01100Third Level Admissions

13/01/2021WRBB01200640. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he will make arrangements with the CAO to relax its dead-
lines due to the fact that access of leaving certificate students to guidance and to their teachers 
will now necessarily be restricted. [1652/21]

13/01/2021WRBB01300667. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science if he will consider extending the deadlines for CAO and 
disability access route to education, DARE, applications in 2021, given the closure of schools 
and the inability of students to access some essential documents within the school premises for 
these applications. [1318/21]

13/01/2021WRBB01400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 640 and 667 together.

The CAO process applications for undergraduate, and some postgraduate, courses behalf 
of the Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) Decisions on admissions, including deadlines for 
submissions of applications, are made by the HEIs who then instruct the CAO in this matter. 
The DARE scheme is operated by the Irish Universities Association (IUA) who set the criteria 
for the scheme, including application deadlines.  

My officials have met with representatives from the further and higher education sector to 
discuss the potential impact of COVID-19 on entry to further and higher education in 2021. The 
potential for the closing of schools to impact students’ ability to submit supporting documenta-
tion was raised and the possibility of extending the deadlines for submitting such documents 
will be kept under review. I will encourage the further and higher education institutions to show 
flexibility where possible in order to minimise the impact of the current situation on students’ 
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ability to access further and higher education. However the final decision on these deadlines 
will be made by the HEIs, and it is not within my remit to instruct them in regard to this matter.

13/01/2021WRBB01500Third Level Fees

13/01/2021WRBB01600641. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn the fact that universities are 
charging students excessive penalties for late payment of fees; and if he will intervene to get a 
refund of this penalty or an explanation as to the reason these penalties are applied (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1704/21]

13/01/2021WRBB01700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are governed by the Universities Act 
1997, the Institutes of Technologies Acts 1992 to 2006 and the Technological Universities Act 
2018. Within the meaning of these Acts, HEIs are autonomous bodies and are responsible for 
their own day-to-day management and operational affairs including dealing with policy and 
procedure in relation to fee collection.

The full terms and conditions in relation to fee payment arrangements, including instalment 
plans and any late payment penalties or appeals, are available from the institute. The application 
or refund of any charges for late payment of fees are solely a matter for the relevant institution 
to determine in line with its own criteria. My Department therefore has no role in relation to 
such matters.

I am very aware of the difficulties facing students during this pandemic.  In general there 
is a real requirement in these exceptional times to have a responsive approach to student needs 
wherever possible and it is important to acknowledge that HEIs have to date shown enormous 
willingness to be responsive in numerous ways. I would encourage all students to engage with 
their institution to discuss any issues in relation to their course including fees.

My Department is acutely aware of the needs of students. In recognition of the challenges 
facing full time third level students the Government has approved once off funding of up to 
€50m to provide additional financial assistance in this academic year.

A €250 payment for SUSI students or a €250 credit to all EU full-time undergraduate and 
postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher Education Institutions will be allocated 
to students. This builds on the additional supports announced in July including a doubling of the 
Student Assistance Fund, and a €15 million technology fund for devices for students in further 
and higher education and an additional €3m provided for investment in supports for mental 
health services and well-being initiatives.

13/01/2021WRBB01800Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRBB01900642. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if, in the context of the closure of schools and colleges to reduce the 
spread of Covid-19 infection, he will instruct all education and training boards to close all 
Youthreach centres in line with the closure of the other educational establishments for the dura-
tion of the current Covid restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1780/21]

13/01/2021WRBB02000662. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the specific guidance issued to education and training boards, ETBs, 
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ahead of the scheduled reopening of Youthreach programmes in January 2021. [1150/21]

13/01/2021WRBB02100671. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if Youthreach centres will remain open during the new lock-
down; and if not, if they will close in line with schools. [1440/21]

13/01/2021WRBB02200673. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the status of Youthreach under new public health restrictions. 
[1556/21]

13/01/2021WRBB02300Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 642, 662, 671 
and 673 together.

Following the most recent Government announcement on level 5 restrictions, renewed 
guidance was issued by Education and Training Boards Ireland (ETBI) to the Further Educa-
tion and Training (FET) sector on 7th January 2021, following consultation with stakeholders. 
This guidance included the provision that Youthreach services will resume as scheduled with 
provision primarily online but with additional support onsite where necessary to meet the men-
tal health and welfare needs of learners.

13/01/2021WRBB02400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRBB02500643. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his plans for a reduction and-or rebate in fees for postgraduate 
students during the 2020-21 academic year due to Covid-19; the supports in place for postgrad-
uate students undertaking remote learning during Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44676/20]

13/01/2021WRBB02600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The determination as to the level of postgraduate fees to be charged is a mat-
ter for each institution in accordance with its own particular operational conditions and circum-
stances in ensuring quality education provision. The cost of delivering such programmes has 
not reduced as a consequence of the pandemic indeed institutions have had a range of additional 
costs in continuing to deliver programmes despite the unique circumstances of the pandemic. 

I am very conscious of the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on our students. In recogni-
tion of the challenges facing full time third level students the Government approved once off 
funding of €50m to provide additional financial assistance in this academic year. The funding, 
which was provided in Budget 2021, in recognition of the significant upheaval they have expe-
rienced due to the COVID-19 pandemic offers €250 in financial assistance to all EU full-time 
undergraduate and postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher Education Institu-
tions.

This builds on the previously enhanced student supports provided in response to COVID-19, 
including the  doubling of the Student Assistance Fund and the provision of €15m in funding 
for laptops and devices. In addition to the once off €250 funding for full time postgraduate 
students, the main support available to students is the statutory based Student Grant Scheme. 
To qualify for grant support, a student has to meet various criteria such as means, residency, 
nationality and progression. Postgraduate students who meet the qualifying conditions for the 
special rate of grant under the Student Grant Scheme are eligible for a maintenance grant of up 
to €5,915. Qualifying postgraduate students may also be eligible to have their tuition fees paid 
up to a maximum fee limit of €6,270. Alternatively, a postgraduate student may qualify to have 
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a €2,000 contribution made towards the cost of his/her fees. 

In line with the strategic direction set out for the Review of SUSI, Budget 2021 announced 
the following enhanced supports for postgraduate grants - increase the fee grant to €3,500 from 
€2,000 from September 2021. This increase will allay some of the costs for postgraduate study 
and would give greater certainty for students in terms of supports.

There are initiatives across a number of Government Departments to facilitate broadband 
connection through community-based broadband hubs and liaison with telecommunication pro-
viders on packages, including unlimited data. It is also worth noting that, HEAnet provides a 
WiFi solution - Eduroam - designed by and for the higher education community which operates 
across the education locations nationally. Eduroam allows a student to access WiFi wherever 
Eduroam is broadcast, enabling a student to seamlessly roam from one Eduroam location to an-
other. On 5th  January I announced the roll out of Wi-Fi roaming to further and higher education 
students in over 90 new locations across the country in 2021. This initiative will aim to create 
extended virtual campuses and offer students multiple options to go online.

13/01/2021WRBB02700Erasmus+ Programme

13/01/2021WRBB02800644. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if consideration has been given to payment of the Erasmus grant 
to students who did not travel abroad in 2020. [44777/20]

13/01/2021WRBB02900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): In cases where students had to cancel their Erasmus mobility due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, they are entitled to receive the support covering their travel expenses if 
they were not able to cancel their travel booking and where reimbursement from the carrier 
company/insurance was not possible. 

In any case, the student should provide evidence that a booking was made and that their ef-
forts to recover the costs from the airline/insurance were unsuccessful. If a student had already 
paid a deposit for accommodation or had incurred additional costs in advance of their departure, 
this will also be accepted as eligible for reimbursement provided evidence is given which indi-
cates that this expenditure cannot be recovered.

13/01/2021WRBB03000Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRBB03100645. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if his Department or State agencies under the aegis of his Depart-
ment have awarded contracts to a company (details supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; 
if the contracts were tendered for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44787/20]

13/01/2021WRBB03200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): My Department was recently established and has not undertaken a contrac-
tual relationship with the named company during the timeframe specified.

Enquiries have been made with the bodies under the aegis of my Department and I am ad-
vised by my officials that one aegis body, SOLAS, had contracts which fell within the scope of 
the Deputy’s query.  The table attached contains the relevant details. 

PQ - 44787-20 - To ask the Minister for FHERIS if his Department or State agencies under 
the aegis of his Department have awarded contracts to a company- Competence Assurance So-
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lutions Ltd, trading as CAS; if so, the value of such contracts from 2016-2020; if the contracts 
were tendered for; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

Name of Aegis Body reporting 
to the Department of Further 
and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science.

Details of tender process when 
contract was initially awarded.

Value of contract in 2019 Value of contract to date 2020

An tSeirbhís Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Tender no. 136338 (OPEN) for 
QAS unit. Contract effective 
4/3/2019

 €115,440.00  €204,640.00 

An tSeirbhís Oideachais 
Leanúnaigh agus Scileanna 
(SOLAS)

Tender no. 166636 (RE-
STRICTED) for eCollege. 
Contract effective 3/7/20

 NIL  €42,004.00 

13/01/2021WRBB03300Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRBB03400646. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the number of capital project contracts final accounts that have exceed-
ed the tender value by more than 20% in each of the years 2010 to 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44813/20]

13/01/2021WRBB03500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Higher education institutions act as Contracting Authority for the majority 
of capital projects delivered in the higher education sector.

Based on information compiled by this Department, which relates to capital projects over €5 
million only, there have been four projects co-funded by the Department and a further five proj-
ects completed without Department funding in the higher education sector since 2010 where 
there was a difference of 20% or more between the contract sum and the final account.  

It is important to note that there are a number of factors that can lead to a difference between 
the contract sum and final account, including contract variations that are introduced by the Au-
thority and that are of benefit to the Authority.  While every effort is made to keep variations to 
a minimum, there will be circumstances – particularly on large, complex projects – in which a 
contract variation is necessary.

13/01/2021WRBB03600Third Level Reform

13/01/2021WRBB03700647. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44827/20]

13/01/2021WRBB03800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The USI Education for All Campaign covers a wide range of issues includ-
ing public financing of higher education and student accommodation on which I as Minister 
and my Department have been actively engaging with USI and relevant stakeholders in higher 
education.

Throughout the last number of months my Department has been engaging with sectoral 
representatives including the USI to address the challenges faced by students in this difficult 
time. I will continue to liaise with the USI and have met regularly with the President of the USI 
including on one occasion in 2020 specifically in relation to the USI’s Education for All Cam-
paign and most recently on 11th  January to discuss a range of issues of concern to students.

Significant additional Exchequer funding of appropriate student supports has been a key 
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feature of the Government‘s approach to date not least in the context of the current Covid-19 
pandemic. In this context I refer the Deputy to my reply to Parliamentary Question No. 41789 
of 8 December 2020. For example, it is important to note in relation to this issue that under the 
Free Fees Schemes the Exchequer currently makes a very substantial contribution amounting 
to €340m to meeting the tuition fee costs of eligible undergraduate Higher Education students 
with those students who are required to pay the student contribution paying €3,000 per annum 
towards the cost of their studies. 

In addition, the Exchequer pays the contribution in full or part, through SUSI, for approxi-
mately 44% of students eligible for free fees.

As the Deputy will be aware as part of Budget 2021, I announced enhanced SUSI grant 
supports for post-grads and increased support for the PATH access initiative to increase partici-
pation in Higher Education from the most economically disadvantaged students and a review 
of SUSI to guide the future strategic direction of the scheme. An important objective will be 
to ensure access to and continued participation in higher education by students from disadvan-
taged backgrounds.

While the balance of costs and benefits of Higher Education will be considered as part of the 
broader strategic reform of higher education funding, the impact of the Covid 19 pandemic on 
students and families has been the subject of immediate attention.  

In recognition of the challenges facing full time third level students the Government has 
approved once off funding of €50m to provide additional financial assistance in this academic 
year. 

The funding, which was provided in Budget 2021, in recognition of the significant upheaval 
they have experienced due to the COVID-19 pandemic will offer financial assistance to all EU 
full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher Education 
Institutions (HEI).

The scheme will ensure students;

- Who avail of the SUSI grant will receive an additional €250  payment before Christmas;

- Students who do not avail of the grant but attend publicly funded Higher Education Insti-
tutions in the state can reduce by €250 any outstanding contribution fee payments or receive a 
€250 credit note for their institution;

- In a small number of cases, alternative arrangements will be made for the payment of the 
monies to students.

The latter two options, as outlined above, are designed to ensure students who are not in re-
ceipt of SUSI benefit from the measure. It is also the intention that these address circumstances 
where students are in final year, have paid their contribution fee and may not be on campus.

A key administrative feature of the fund is that it is being implemented with the assistance 
of publicly funded institutions in the State under the remit of my Department. SUSI and Higher 
education institutions are in the process of communicating with students on the specific ar-
rangements for disbursement of funds/credits. Information from SUSI is available here: https://
susi.ie/covid-19-once-off-emergency-grant/

This builds on the specific student supports in response to Covid, which I announced in July 
including the provision of additional student assistance including a doubling of the Student As-
sistance Fund, and a €15 million technology fund for devices for students in further and higher 
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education to assist with difficulties in accessing technology to facilitate their course work in a 
blended capacity.  These supports are being distributed through the colleges and further educa-
tion providers.

In relation to the Student Grant and in line with the Programme for Government, I recently 
announced plans to review the SUSI scheme.  The review will commence as soon as consultants 
are in place. The contract for an external consultant/researcher was published by the Office of 
Government Procurement on December 18th and the closing date for tender submissions is 
January 15th  2021. Stakeholders, including USI, will be consulted as part of the review process 
and it is intended that the future direction of the SUSI scheme will be guided by the outcome 
of the review. 

The specific issues comprehended in the USI Education for All Campaign will continue 
to be considered by the Department and, where appropriate, advanced and resourced in the 
context of ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders in higher education and against the 
backdrop of significant cumulative pressures on the public finances at this time.

13/01/2021WRBB03900Third Level Costs

13/01/2021WRBB04000648. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his views on a matter regarding the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44842/20]

13/01/2021WRBB04100649. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the action he will take to ensure the return of accommodation 
fees that were paid in good faith at the start of the academic year in light of the fact that, due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, the majority of third level colleges are carrying out lectures online and 
students are no longer availing of the student accommodation cannot attend college; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44845/20]

13/01/2021WRBB04200652. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his plans to provide a support package for struggling families 
and students who have paid significant accommodation costs to private providers and cannot 
receive refunds (details supplied). [44958/20]

13/01/2021WRBB04300656. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he will address a matter regarding refunds for campus accom-
modation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45117/20]

13/01/2021WRBB04400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 648, 649, 652 and 656 together.

I am conscious of the challenges faced by students regarding student accommodation this 
year due to both financial pressures, and the blended learning format of the 2020/21 academic 
year. 

The Deputy will be aware that the university sector has been actively engaging with these 
issues. As a result of the decision to minimise on-site teaching, all universities have confirmed 
that students who opted to leave their university-owned student accommodation as a result 
reduced on-campus activity will be offered refunds or rental credits. The processing of these 
refunds is a matter for the universities themselves, and any student who wishes to receive a 
refund for their on-campus accommodation should engage directly with their university’s ac-
commodation office. 
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In relation to the University of Limerick specifically I have been informed that students 
were given until 31st October to cancel their accommodation and receive a full refund. Students 
who chose to leave their accommodation after 31st October due to the remote format of the aca-
demic year have been offered a rental fee credit. I will continue to liaise with the sector through 
the Irish Universities Association to encourage the availability of fair solutions to students in 
university-owned student accommodation. 

However this applies only to accommodation owned by the universities themselves. In the 
case of privately-owned student accommodation, I am urging providers to be flexible in find-
ing solutions given the circumstances that students find themselves.  There are, however, no 
powers available to me under the current legal framework to direct any particular course of ac-
tion.  Refund or cancellation policies in student accommodation should be set out in the license 
agreement signed at the beginning of the academic year.  In the first instance students should 
engage with their accommodation provider to see if an arrangement can be reached. If this is 
not possible, students have access to the Dispute Resolution Services of the Residential Tenan-
cies Board.

I have asked my officials to continue to engage with the sector and to keep me updated on 
relevant  developments in this important area.

13/01/2021WRBB04600Third Level Staff

13/01/2021WRBB04700650. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his plans to ensure that PhD candidates in third level institutions who 
are also teaching classes as part of their stipends are paid adequately for their work (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44934/20]

13/01/2021WRBB04800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Postgraduate programmes are comprised of a range of elements designed to 
further the training and development of these students. In particular PhD students, in addition 
to conducting research, participate in other activities to develop generic and transferable skills. 
These activities are regarded as an integral part of their training and typically include teaching. 

Development of these skills is important in equipping the students for their future careers, 
including those who wish to compete for academic positions. Teaching contribution assists in 
the acquisition of generic and transferable skills, as described in the National Framework for 
Doctoral Education and the PhD Graduate Skills statement provided by the Irish Universities 
Association. 

PhD students may contribute to teaching, often at a level of up to 5 hours per week over the 
course of their studies, without extra payment. Such duties are commonly part of their terms 
and constitute an important element of their skills development programme. A range of activi-
ties can be included under the teaching contribution, such as taking tutorial groups, demonstrat-
ing at practical classes, co-supervising undergraduate projects and student mentoring. Hours 
may be included that are spent in class preparation, advising, monitoring student projects, and 
correcting projects, notebooks or essays and will vary according to School/Discipline.  Where 
postgraduate students are in receipt of funding awards, participation in such activities can be 
considered a valuable activity within the award holder’s career. 

While contributing to teaching is an integral part of the training of a research Master’s or 
PhD student the core component of research programmes across all universities is the advance-
ment of knowledge through original research, which must remain the primary focus of the 
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activity of research students.  

The delivery of teaching duties by graduate students in a higher education institution is a 
matter for the institution concerned reflecting their independent self-governed status. However, 
it is important that the allocation and conduct of such work is undertaken in accordance with 
the objectives of the National Framework for Doctoral Education and the PhD Graduate Skills 
Statement in enabling the development of key skills and competencies for postgraduate stu-
dents.  

Where individual issues arise these fall to individual institutions to address consistent with 
the terms of the Framework and Skills Statement. However given the wide range of potential 
situations reflecting the diversity of institutions, disciplines, course fees, the relationship in 
some cases with research funding awards and stipends and other factors, I have asked my De-
partment to engage with the Higher Education Authority, research funders and relevant stake-
holders to seek advice on this matter and consider any issues arising.

13/01/2021WRBB04900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRBB05000651. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn to an anomaly in relation to the Co-
vid-19 one-off emergency grant of €250 in cases in which students who are in their final year 
have paid their fees in full and are not going to be able to spend a credit note as they are not 
attending in person; his plans to address this anomaly; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44943/20]

13/01/2021WRBB05100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): In recognition of the challenges facing full time third level students the 
Government has approved once off funding of €50m to provide additional financial assistance 
in this academic year. 

The funding was provided in Budget 2021, in recognition of the exceptional situation they 
have experienced due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Financial assistance will be provided to all 
EU full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher Educa-
tion Institutions.

The scheme will ensure students;

- Who avail of the SUSI grant, including students abroad, will receive €250 top-up in their 
grant;

- Students who do not avail of the grant but attend publicly funded Higher Education Insti-
tutions in the state can reduce by €250 any outstanding student contribution fee payments or 
receive a €250 credit note for their institution;

- In a small number of cases, alternative arrangements will be made for the payment of the 
monies to students at the discretion of institutions.

The latter two options, as outlined above, are designed to ensure students who are not in re-
ceipt of SUSI benefit from the measure. It is also the intention that these address circumstances 
where students are in final year, have paid their contribution fee and may not be on campus.

A key administrative feature of the fund is that it is being implemented with the assistance 
of publicly funded institutions in the State under the remit of my Department. SUSI and Higher 
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education institutions are in the process of communicating with students on the specific ar-
rangements for disbursement of funds/credits.

Additionally Budget 2021 provides further funding to enhance SUSI grant supports for 
post-grads and increase support for the PATH access initiative.

This builds on the additional supports announced in July including a doubling of the Stu-
dent Assistance Fund, and a €15 million technology fund for devices for students in further and 
higher education.

  Question No. 652 answered with Question No. 648.

13/01/2021WRBB05300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRBB05400653. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the rationale for excluding post-leaving certificate students 
from a recently announced €250 payment for students; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44965/20]

13/01/2021WRBB05500654. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if the €250 refund for college students will be applied to SO-
LAS and further education students. [44983/20]

13/01/2021WRBB05600676. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if third level students undertaking full-time level 5 courses 
in institutions that come under the remit of education and training boards are eligible for the 
€250 payment announced in November 2020; if they are not currently eligible, if he will extend 
eligibility to this cohort in view of the fact that these students have also been required to move 
to online learning and manage the costs of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1683/21]

13/01/2021WRBB05700Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 653, 654 and 
676 together.

In recognition of the challenges facing full time third level students the Government has 
approved once off funding of €50m to provide additional financial assistance in this academic 
year. 

The funding, which was provided in Budget 2021, in recognition of the significant chal-
lenges they have experienced due to the COVID-19 pandemic offered financial assistance to all 
EU full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher Educa-
tion Institutions. There are currently no plans to extend this scheme further.

The scheme ensures students;

- Who avail of the SUSI grant, including in Post Leaving Certificate (PLC), receive a €250 
top-up in their grant;

- Students who do not avail of the grant but attend publicly funded Higher Education Insti-
tutions in the State can reduce by €250 any outstanding student contribution fee payments or 
receive a €250 credit note for their institution;

The latter option is designed to ensure students who pay the standard €3,000 in registration 
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fees but are not in receipt of SUSI will benefit from the measure. Students on PLC courses do 
not pay the €3,000 student contribution fee. The only centrally determined payment for the PLC 
programme is the €200 PLC participant contribution. This amount is not payable by persons 
with a medical card, as well as a number of other categories. 

There are other supports available to PLC students including through the Back to Education 
Allowance provided by the Department of Social Protection, and the Fund for Student Disabili-
ties. PLC and other Further Education and Training students also benefited from additional Co-
vid supports announced in July, in particular the €15 million technology fund for devices. In ad-
dition Budget 2021 provided for a Mitigating Educational Disadvantage Fund worth €8 million 
managed by SOLAS. This fund provided funds to support educationally disadvantaged learners 
in accessing and participating in further education and training (FET) including in PLC.

13/01/2021WRBB05900European Organization for Nuclear Research

13/01/2021WRBB06000655. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the negotiations and timeframe for Ireland to become a member 
of CERN; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45102/20]

13/01/2021WRBB06100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Innovation 2020, the national strategy for research and innovation, recog-
nises that for Ireland to become a Global Innovation Leader, our research and innovation system 
must be open with strong international collaboration links. Membership of leading international 
research organisations is an important mechanism for facilitating this engagement. 

For this reason, the Government gave a specific commitment in Innovation 2020 to initiate 
discussions with several international research organisations. Four organisations were identi-
fied – CERN, the European Southern Observatory, ELIXIR and LOFAR - and membership of 
three of these organisations has been completed. Ireland continues its consideration of CERN 
membership.

Under the National Development Plan 2018-2027, as part of Project Ireland 2040, the Gov-
ernment outlined its intention to review Ireland’s membership of CERN. This would generate 
opportunities not only for Irish enterprise but also for its research community. While the ben-
efits of CERN membership are recognised as significant, the cost is also significant and must be 
assessed in the context of other Departmental and national investment priorities.

Following the recent establishment of my new Department of Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science, CERN membership will be considered in the context 
of the programme for government, national investment priorities and the evolving COVID-19 
situation.  Ireland continues its consideration of full and associate CERN membership and my 
Department will remain in contact with CERN officials.

  Question No. 656 answered with Question No. 648.

13/01/2021WRBB06300Third Level Admissions

13/01/2021WRBB06400657. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the process by which a college application by a person (details sup-
plied) can be appealed, given that the university has advised the prospective student to appeal 
through the Teaching Council but the Teaching Council has advised that it does not have any 
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remit with regard to the appeals process. [1001/21]

13/01/2021WRBB06500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The University of Limerick is an autonomous institution within the meaning 
of the Universities Act 1997. It is therefore  academically independent and entitled to regulate 
its own academic affairs and administrative processes, including in relation to admissions. Nei-
ther I nor my Department have a role in these internal processes.

Admission to the post-primary PME is contingent on the applicant’s primary degree meet-
ing the requirements of the Teaching Council of Ireland for the purposes of teaching their cho-
sen subject(s). If an applicant’s primary degree does not fulfil these requirements they would be 
unable to register with the Teaching Council even upon completion of the PME.

The University of Limerick operates an applicant appeals process, which any applicant who 
is dissatisfied with the university’s decision In relation to their admission to a programme may 
avail of. Details of this process can be found on UL’s website at the following link: https://www.
ul.ie/gps/admission-appeals-process

13/01/2021WRBB06600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRBB06700658. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if students will be able to attend third level institutions physically from 
13 January 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1041/21]

13/01/2021WRBB06800663. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science if on-campus facilities for third level institutions such 
as libraries and study spaces can remain open during level 5 restrictions. [1155/21]

13/01/2021WRBB06900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 658 and 663 together.

With the deterioration of the COVID-19 situation in Ireland in recent weeks, HE and FET 
providers have been required to adapt again and carefully restrict the number of staff and stu-
dents coming on-site.   

Institutions and providers are using their discretion to restrict onsite attendance, only allow-
ing the most essential work to take place onsite. Local assessments of what can be offered onsite 
are focussed on activities that are not capable of being delivered through alternative means and 
are time-critical for students and learners during this period.

Institutions and providers have been very careful and adaptable in using this discretion in 
planning onsite activities, taking account of the public health situation nationally and locally 
including the most recent deterioration, and are communicating directly with their students and 
learners about the activities that will be provided onsite and online, and the supports that are 
available to them.  Providers and institutions are also cognisant of the need to facilitate students 
and learners who do not have accommodation arrangements near their institutions and are not 
in a position to travel or who have specific health considerations.

13/01/2021WRBB07000Apprenticeship Programmes

13/01/2021WRBB07100659. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science the situation for those who have passed the screening 
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process for the fast-track to information technology, FIT, tech apprenticeship programme; the 
reason many of these young persons have not been given access to the classroom-based mod-
ules of the course; and if he will consider whether they can be given this access. [1060/21]

13/01/2021WRBB07200Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Apprenticeships are primarily a contract of 
employment and it is only once employment has been obtained that an individual may formally 
register as an apprentice with SOLAS and progress through the programme. 

FastTrack to Information Technology (FIT) is responsible for coordinating three ICT ap-
prenticeships: ICT Associate Software Developer, Network Engineer, and Cybersecurity.  The 
consortium for these national apprenticeships have incorporated an advance screening approach 
to determine an individual’s overall suitability for the programme prior to presenting candidates 
to employers.  Once the pre-screening has been completed, a final decision to employ an ap-
prentice rests with individual employers.

13/01/2021WRBB07300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRBB07400660. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the number of individual laptops purchased as part of the laptop scheme 
for third level students announced in August 2020; the total cost of purchasing those laptops; 
the form of needs assessment carried out prior to purchase; if colleges or universities were 
consulted as part of the needs assessment; the specific colleges or universities; the number of 
laptops issued to each third level institution; and the number of laptops issued to students per 
third level institution in tabular form. [1072/21]

13/01/2021WRBB07500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): As part of a package of COVID-19 supports for the higher and further 
education sectors, my Department allocated a total of €15 million to higher and further educa-
tion providers for a once-off COVID-19 grant to support disadvantaged students in accessing 
ICT devices.  

This initiative addresses concerns regarding the digital divide in the context of the shift to 
online and blended models of learning and the importance of supporting disadvantaged students 
to adapt to these new models.

Devices procured using the grant have been, and are still being, distributed by Higher Edu-
cation Institutions (HEIs) and Education and Training Boards (ETBs) to disadvantaged students 
via lending schemes.  The attached table shows the number of laptops procured by providers 
and the number distributed to students as at mid-December 2020, which is the most recent data 
compiled by the Department.  It is important to note that applications are still open and distri-
bution by many providers is still continuing - including to learners commencing courses this 
month and later this year.  As this is a once-off grant, institutions have been given the flexibility 
to hold some of the devices for students commencing their studies in the 2021/22 academic 
year.

The decision to support access to laptops for disadvantaged students was made in response 
to issues identified by the Tertiary Education Steering Group and the associated Connectivity 
Sub-group.  These structures were established in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic to co-
ordinate responses across the sector, and included participation from the representative bodies 
in the higher and further education sector, including the IUA representing the university sector, 
THEA representing the technological sector, TU Dublin, ETBI and the Union of Students of 
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Ireland (USI).

The once-off grant for devices was approved by Government on 22 July as part of a package 
of COVID-19 measures for the sector.  Funding was allocated among HEIs and ETBs based on 
enrolment figures.  In the higher education sector, a weighting was also applied based on the 
number of disadvantaged students in the institution.  The criteria and application process for 
the allocation of laptops to students were determined by each individual institution, within the 
overall terms and conditions of the grant. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq660-13-01-21_en.xlsx  “>Laptops Procured</a>]

13/01/2021WRBB07600Erasmus+ Programme

13/01/2021WRBB07700661. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if a full report on the inclusion of Northern Ireland in the Eras-
mus+ scheme will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1097/21]

13/01/2021WRBB07800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): In the context of the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union, representa-
tives of civic society from all communities in Northern Ireland expressed concern over the loss 
of access to the EU’s Erasmus Mobility Programme for students in higher education. 

In responding to these concerns, the Irish Government has committed to providing contin-
ued access to Erasmus + higher education mobilities for students in NI institutions, now that the 
future partnership between the EU and the UK does not provide for this.  In implementing this 
commitment, Ireland will seek to ensure compliance with Erasmus + programme regulations.  

With this in mind, eligible NI students will be able to register with Irish higher education 
institutions that hold the Erasmus Mobility Charter for the duration of their planned mobility.  

Officials in my Department have been engaging with the HEA, with representatives from 
our higher education institutions and with NI institutions to develop operational procedures for 
the scheme, with further meetings planned between NI and Irish higher education representa-
tives in near future.

As I understand that current Erasmus mobilities in NI are funded by the British Council 
until the end of the current academic year, this scheme is planned to come into operation at the 
start of the next academic year in September 2021.

  Question No. 662 answered with Question No. 642.

  Question No. 663 answered with Question No. 658.

13/01/2021WRCC00400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRCC00500664. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science the measures being considered to recognise the effect 
that high incidences of Covid-19 and new restrictions have had on third level students and their 
ability to perform in exams and coursework due in January 2021; and if he will work with third 
level  institutions to bring about policies to mitigate same. [1156/21]
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13/01/2021WRCC00600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): With the deterioration of the COVID-19 situation in Ireland in recent weeks, 
HE and FET providers have been required to adapt again and carefully restrict the number of 
staff and students coming on-site.  

Institutions and providers are using their discretion to restrict onsite attendance, only allow-
ing the most essential work to take place onsite. Local assessments of what can be offered onsite 
are focussed on activities that are not capable of being delivered through alternative means and 
are time-critical for students and learners during this period.

 Institutions and providers have been very careful and adaptable in using this discretion in 
planning onsite activities, taking account of the public health situation nationally and locally 
including the most recent deterioration, and are communicating directly with their students and 
learners about the activities that will be provided onsite and online, and the supports that are 
available to them.  Providers and institutions are also cognisant of the need to facilitate students 
and learners who do not have accommodation arrangements near their institutions and are not 
in a position to travel or who have specific health considerations.

13/01/2021WRCC00700Third Level Staff

13/01/2021WRCC00800665. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the estimated cost in a full year if the student to staff ratio in 
institutes of technology decreased from 23:1 to 21:9. [1201/21]

13/01/2021WRCC00900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I wish to advise the Deputy that, in accordance with the methodology used 
in the published institutional profiles, the information available to my Department reflects an 
academic staff:student ratio in Institutes of Technology of 15:1 (2017/18 enrolment figures).

My officials have requested that the HEA undertake to confirm the updated ratio and the 
details will be communicated directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRCC01000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRCC01100666. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science if practical classes at third level  are still going ahead in 
level 5 given the high incidence and risk of Covid-19. [1244/21]

13/01/2021WRCC01200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Government has agreed that Level 5 as set out in the Plan for Living 
with COVID-19 will apply nationally and will remain in place until midnight on 31 January 
2021. Level 5 measures designate higher and further education as essential insofar as onsite 
presence is required and such education activities cannot be held remotely. On 6 January I 
confirmed that further and higher education will continue to operate primarily online with most 
activities delivered remotely.  In overall terms, all further and higher education institutions are 
delivering the vast majority of classes online. 

As with the previous operation of Level 5 restrictions up to early December, those priority 
activities which can continue onsite subject to the appropriate protective measures, guidelines 
and local assessment include practical tuition, workshops and skills-based learning (including 
in relation to apprenticeships) and engagement with vulnerable learners.  In light of the recent 
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deterioration in the Covid-19 situation, institutions will use their existing discretion, taking ac-
count of the public health situation nationally and locally, to restrict onsite attendance further, 
only allowing the most essential work to take place onsite. Local assessment will focus on ac-
tivities that are not capable of being delivered through alternative means, and are time-critical 
for students and learners during this period. Reflecting the scale and diversity of third-level 
provision, further and higher education institutions are best equipped to determine where onsite 
presence is required.

  Question No. 667 answered with Question No. 640.

13/01/2021WRCC01400Erasmus+ Programme

13/01/2021WRCC01500668. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the details of the scheme to allow for the continued participa-
tion in Erasmus+ mobilities for eligible students of higher education institutions in Northern 
Ireland; when he expects the scheme to be open for application; the way in which eligibility will 
be determined; the higher education institutions in Northern Ireland that will be recognised for 
the purposes of the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1362/21]

13/01/2021WRCC01600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): In the context of the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union, representa-
tives of civic society from all communities in Northern Ireland expressed concern over the loss 
of access to the EU’s Erasmus Mobility Programme for students in higher education. 

In responding to these concerns, the Irish Government has committed to providing contin-
ued access to Erasmus + higher education mobilities for students in NI institutions, now that the 
future partnership between the EU and the UK does not provide for this.  In implementing this 
commitment,  Ireland will seek to ensure compliance with Erasmus + programme regulations.  

With this in mind, eligible NI students will be able to register with Irish higher education 
institutions that hold the Erasmus Mobility Charter for the duration of their planned mobility.  

Officials in my Department have been engaging with the HEA, with representatives from 
our higher education institutions and with NI institutions to develop operational procedures for 
the scheme, with further meetings planned between NI and Irish higher education representa-
tives in near future.

As I understand that current Erasmus mobilities in NI are funded by the British Council 
until the end of the current academic year, this scheme is planned to come into operation at the 
start of the next academic year in September 2021.

13/01/2021WRCC01700Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRCC01800669. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the policy in place in terms of third level  students who are 
required to complete a work placement as a part of their studies but are unable to do so due to 
Covid-19 public health guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1363/21]

13/01/2021WRCC01900670. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if students who are required to complete a work placement to 
obtain their qualifications but who cannot due to Covid-19 public health advice will have to 
repeat this work placement next year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1364/21]
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13/01/2021WRCC02000Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 669 and 670 
together.

I appreciate that this is a time of considerable stress and concern for third level students and 
the challenging and stressful circumstances that students are facing are being taken into account 
by Higher Education institutions as they adapt and respond to the changing situation. This in-
cludes the consideration of issues around work placements for students. The national co-ordi-
nation group for further and higher education is also meeting on a regular basis, and is closely 
monitoring the impact that Covid-19 is having on third level institutions and their students.

Since the outset of the Covid-19 pandemic, both the higher education, and further educa-
tion and training sectors, have worked proactively to ensure that appropriate and robust con-
tingencies have been agreed and implemented in collaboration with all relevant stakeholders 
including Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI), enabling the continuation of teaching and 
learning.  QQI are also engaging with professional and statutory bodies regarding their work 
placement requirements for relevant programmes. 

The further education and training (FET) sector has responded swiftly to the identified is-
sues of work placement and work practice by putting together a series of contingency proposals 
to QQI for the current academic year.  These arrangements will be kept in place for all learners 
seeking to complete awards for this academic period, while maintaining the integrity of the 
award standards at all times.

As Higher Education Institutions are autonomous, and as such are academically indepen-
dent and are entitled to regulate their own academic affairs and administrative processes, in-
cluding in relation to placement arrangements, and  as there are a wide range of courses with 
work placement options, students are encouraged to approach their institutions directly if they 
have any queries in relation to their work placements. 

  Question No. 671 answered with Question No. 642.

13/01/2021WRCC02300Shared Island Unit

13/01/2021WRCC02400672. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the engagement he has had with his Northern Irish counterpart 
in relation to third level  opportunities in the north-west region in the context of the new Shared 
Island Fund; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1508/21]

13/01/2021WRCC02500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Last October, I had a virtual meeting with Minister Dodds, when we dis-
cussed a number of areas of interest for cross-border collaboration between our Departments.  
This work is to be taken forward by Departmental Officials and other key stakeholders, particu-
larly having regard to the Irish Government’s shared island initiative.

My Department is also engaged with the Department of An Taoiseach on the design and 
implementation of relevant aspects of the commitments in the Programmes for Government, 
North and South.

Once key projects have been identified, I plan to meet again with my Northern Ireland col-
leagues to seek to progress these projects.

  Question No. 673 answered with Question No. 642.
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13/01/2021WRCC02700Third Level Staff

13/01/2021WRCC02800674. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the status of a review (details supplied); if the review was carried out; 
if it has, the stage of the review; if the review has been completed; when the details and the 
outcome of same will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1610/21]

13/01/2021WRCC02900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The Department has committed to a review of the decision-making process 
in relation to the examination of complaints on governance issues at the institution referred to 
by the Deputy. 

Steps have been taken to commence the compilation of relevant records and initiate arrange-
ments for the conduct of a review and it is hoped to make progress in the coming weeks, allow-
ing for some challenges arising as a result of the current public health situation.

13/01/2021WRCC03000Student Grant Scheme

13/01/2021WRCC03100675. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the grants available to a student (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1682/21]

13/01/2021WRCC03200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The main support available to students is the statutory based Student Grant 
Scheme administered by SUSI. To qualify for grant support, a student has to meet various cri-
teria such as means, residency, nationality and progression. Approved undergraduate courses 
for the Student Grant Scheme 2020 are prescribed in the Student Support Regulations 2020 and 
in the Student Support Act 2011. It is not clear from the details supplied what course is being 
pursued in the UK however, SUSI grant funding for courses in the UK is limited to undergradu-
ate courses only. In general, students attending approved undergraduate courses in the UK can 
apply for a maintenance grant provided they meet the terms and conditions of the Student Grant 
Scheme. The Regulations prescribe that an approved undergraduate course is a full-time course 
leading to a major higher education and training award which takes a minimum of two years to 
complete in an approved institution.

Amendments have been made to the Student Support Act 2011 and the associated second-
ary legislation to ensure that students will continue to be eligible to apply for student grants for 
attending colleges in the UK for 2020/21 post-Brexit and beyond.  

Students attending college in the academic year 2021/22 are required to submit their grant 
application to SUSI via www.susi.ie when the online application system opens for 2021/22 to 
have their eligibility for grant assistance assessed.

Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States. Further information on this tax relief is available 
from the Revenue Commissioners at www.revenue.ie

Students attending UK colleges may also be able to apply for a student loan and/or other 
supports. Students may also wish to contact the relevant college in the UK for advice on the 
type and range of supports that are available in that particular college.

  Question No. 676 answered with Question No. 653.
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13/01/2021WRCC03400Consultancy Contracts

13/01/2021WRCC03500677. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the details in respect of his Department for outsourcing to 
consultancies of specifically Covid-19-related work, services or advice; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1793/21]

13/01/2021WRCC03600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): My Department has not outsourced any COVID-19 related work, services 
or advice to consultancies.

However, while we haven’t engaged professional consultancies in relation to our COVID 
response, my officials have drawn on the considerable public health expertise available in the 
third level sector and sought advice and assistance on public health issues relevant to the sector. 
This advice has shaped our response, and was instrumental in the formulation of the roadmap 
and adaptation framework published by my Department to give further and higher education 
institutions guidance in relation to a safe return to on-site activity.

13/01/2021WRCC03700Telecommunications Services

13/01/2021WRCC03800678. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if the newly announced expansion of Wi-Fi  in 90 locations to 
aid online access for students in further and higher education institutions will be able to include 
secondary school students and provide access for them also; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1878/21]

13/01/2021WRCC03900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Eduroam is a service which could benefit all students especially with the 
increasing move to online education and dependence on broadband accessibility. Eduroam is 
a mature solution across Irish higher education where the large Education institutions have 
strong identity management solutions in place. Significant investment in identity management 
improvements across first and second level would be required before it would be possible to 
extend Eduroam benefits to schools.

13/01/2021WRCC04000Wards of Court

13/01/2021WRCC04100679. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons 
taken into wardship in 2019 and 2020 for brain injury, dementia, age-related illness, psychiatric 
illness and other reasons; the number of persons under 18 years of age taken into wardship in 
2019 and 2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44700/20]

13/01/2021WRCC04200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The High Court has jurisdiction in wards 
of court matters and management of the courts is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which 
is independent in exercising its functions under the Courts Service Act 1998. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made to the Courts 
Service who have responded with the following:

 2020 2019 2018
Brain Injury 31 45 32
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 2020 2019 2018
Dementia/Age Related 173 218 221
Psychiatric 24 48 21
Other 62 53 49
Minors 19 21 23
Total 309 385 346

13/01/2021WRCC04300Residency Permits

13/01/2021WRCC04400680. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice if a temporary stamp is avail-
able for those with expiring Irish residence permits (details supplied) to ensure that no one is 
forced to emigrate during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44947/20]

13/01/2021WRCC04500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The person referred to by the Depu-
ty has lodged an application for certificate of naturalisation, which was received on 11 August 
2020. This application continues to be processed with a view to establishing whether the ap-
plicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted 
to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. If the person concerned has a query in re-
spect of their application, they can contact the Citizenship Division of the Immigration Service 
of my Department at: citizenshipinfo@justice.ie.

To ensure that people do not fall out of permission during the pandemic, six automatic ex-
tensions of immigration permission have been provided, the most recent to 20 April 2021. The 
renewal of permission is on the same basis as the existing permission and the same conditions 
attach. In relation to persons with existing permission under Directive 2004/38/EC (Free Move-
ment Directive), the automatic renewal is subject to the requirement that the person is comply-
ing with the requirements of the Directive.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/01/2021WRCC04600Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRCC04700681. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Justice if her Department or State 
agencies under the aegis of her Department have awarded contracts to a company (details sup-
plied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered for; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [44790/20]

13/01/2021WRCC04800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to advise the Deputy that neither 
my Department nor the State agencies under its aegis have awarded any contracts to the com-
pany specified in the period 2016 to 2020. 

13/01/2021WRCC04900Anti-Social Behaviour
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13/01/2021WRCC05000682. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice the progress made in set-
ting up a special expert forum on antisocial behaviours to consider the effectiveness of existing 
legislation and to propose new ways forward including the provision of new powers for An 
Garda Síochána and additional interventions to support parenting of offenders; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [44799/20]

13/01/2021WRCC05100Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy James Browne): 
As the Deputy is aware, the Programme for Government contains a number of commitments to 
build stronger, safer communities. A number of actions have been identified within this area and 
one of those is the establishment of an expert Forum on Anti-Social Behaviour.

The first meeting of the Forum on Anti-Social Behaviour was chaired by my colleague, the 
Minister of State with responsibility for Law Reform, James Browne TD, on 27 October. This 
was an initial meeting and more detailed terms of reference and a programme of work are in 
development. 

There are potential areas of overlap with the Youth Justice Strategy, which is at an advanced 
stage

of preparation, and this will be taken into account in deciding the particular areas of focus 
for the forum. The Youth Justice Strategy is another action arising from the Programme for 
Government commitment and I hope to bring the Strategy to Government for approval with a 
view to publication as soon as possible.

In line with principles described by the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland, 
these actions recognise that policing is not solely the responsibility of the Gardaí and that a 
holistic approach across Government, with supportive actions taken by the various agencies 
and stakeholders in this area, is required to adequately address the concerns of residents in our 
communities that are adversely affected by anti-social behaviour.

13/01/2021WRCC05200Deportation Orders

13/01/2021WRCC05300683. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons who have 
been refused leave to land at all ports of entry to the State since March 2020, by month in tabu-
lar form. [44828/20]

13/01/2021WRCC05400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Border Management Unit (BMU) of 
the Immigration Service of my Department has responsibility for frontline immigration ser-
vices at Dublin Airport only. Other ports of entry are the responsibility of the Garda National 
Immigration Bureau (GNIB).

Under Section 4 of the Immigration Act 2004, an Immigration Officer must determine 
whether a non-EEA national should be granted leave to land and gain entry to the State. Over 
99% of travellers are permitted leave to land under various legal mechanisms including the 
EU Free Movement Directive, their relationships to Irish citizens, work permit schemes, study 
visas, or a lawful permission to be in the State already. In a small minority of cases, a person 
may be refused leave to land for lawful reasons. In most of these cases the person is placed on 
a flight and returned to the location from which they departed on the same day.  

The number of persons refused leave to land by the BMU and GNIB between March 2020 
and December 2020 were as follows:

Table: Number of non-nationals refused leave to land  
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq683-13-01-21_en.docx”>Leave to Land</a>]

13/01/2021WRCC05500Prisoner Data

13/01/2021WRCC05600684. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons who have 
been remanded to the Irish Prison Service while awaiting removal from the State, not including 
persons awaiting extradition since March 2020, by month in tabular form. [44833/20]

13/01/2021WRCC05700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): It has not been possible to obtain the in-
formation requested by the Deputy in the time permitted. The information has been sought and 
I will send it to the Deputy directly when it has been compiled. 

13/01/2021WRCC05800Garda Operations

13/01/2021WRCC05900685. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the number of adult cautions issued per 
Garda division in each of the years 2015 to 2020, in tabular form [44839/20]

13/01/2021WRCC06000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Adult 
Caution Scheme was introduced to An Garda Síochána in 2006 having been approved by the 
Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP).  The operation of the scheme is an operational matter 
for An Garda Síochána and the DPP, both of which are independent in the exercise of their 
functions. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the table below shows relevant Adult Caution 
counts by Garda Region/Division. Counts are based on PULSE data as of 1:30am on the 4th   
January 2021.  

Data was collated from PULSE for incidents (of any crime category) for the years 2015 to 
2020 where the suspected offender or offenders were issued with an Adult Caution.

Region/Division      2015      2016      2017      2018      2019      2020*   

Dublin Region 2,436 2,211 1,967 1,553 1,752 934

D.M.R. North 
Central

738 602 499 547 481 155

D.M.R. South 
Central

443 480 439 360 424 242

D.M.R. Northern 390 363 343 216 235 135

D.M.R. Western 383 325 262 163 319 182

D.M.R. Southern 289 237 212 184 210 152

D.M.R. Eastern 193 204 212 83 83 68

Eastern Region 1,409 1,418 1,535 1,387 1,526 736

Waterford 277 269 303 204 298 144

Kilkenny/Car-
low

166 194 266 214 253 88

Kildare 209 187 202 190 189 95

Wexford 159 197 165 199 188 101

Laois/Offaly 159 141 193 175 209 101

Westmeath 165 177 148 126 167 100

Meath 146 131 131 174 132 41

Wicklow 128 122 127 105 90 66

North West 
Region

1,269 1,234 1,167 1,266 1,232 625
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Region/Division      2015      2016      2017      2018      2019      2020*   

Galway 486 397 345 327 312 152

Donegal 199 204 210 233 218 100

Cavan/
Monaghan

145 125 152 209 203 92

Louth 132 144 144 136 170 104

Mayo 133 167 119 115 122 60

Roscommon/
Longford 

78 113 129 99 93 59

Sligo/Leitrim 96 84 68 147 114 58

Southern Region 1,773 1,712 1,623 1,691 1,726 826

Cork City 502 495 503 587 567 280

Limerick 414 428 341 364 334 219

Tipperary 224 224 217 197 196 69

Cork North 199 151 176 125 174 94

Kerry 199 158 153 138 207 51

Cork West 121 133 133 171 143 56

Clare 114 123 100 109 105 57

Total (National) 6,887 6,575 6,292 5,897 6,236 3,121

*The various Covid related restrictions represent a unique set of circumstances which make 
comparison of the 2020 figures with other years difficult.

The Deputy may wish to note that following collaboration between An Garda Síochána and 
the Director of Public Prosecutions, an expansion of the Adult Cautioning Scheme to include 
four additional offences has now been approved: 

- Offences contrary to section 13 of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 (Trespass 
in a manner likely to cause fear);

- Offences under section 21 of the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994 (Control of ac-
cess to certain events);

- Offences under section 3 of the Casual Trading Act 1995 (Casual trading without a licence 
or contrary to the terms of the licence);

- Offences under Section 3 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977/84 (Simple possession). This 
will relate to the possession of cannabis and cannabis resin only. 

An Adult Caution for any of these four offences can only be considered in respect of an of-
fence committed on or after the 14 December 2020 and cannot be applied retrospectively.  An 
Garda Síochána will continue to work closely with the Director of Public Prosecutions in rela-
tion to all elements of the Adult Caution Scheme.

13/01/2021WRCC06100Domestic Violence Services

13/01/2021WRCC06200686. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice the exact amount of 
additional ring-fenced funding across all relevant Departments to be provided to domestic vio-
lence services in budget 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44878/20]

13/01/2021WRCC06300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Tackling domestic abuse and providing 
supports for victims is a priority for me as Minister and for Government. I am working with my 
colleagues and with our partners to ensure we have an appropriate national response that sup-
ports victims and holds perpetrators to account. 
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As the Deputy may be aware, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency under the aegis of the 
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, has statutory responsibility 
for the care and protection of victims of Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence (DSG-
BV) and is the primary funder of organisations that deliver frontline services.  I am accountable 
to the House for the expenditures and the services that are within my area of responsibility and 
am answering the Deputy’s Question on that basis.

My Department provides funding for initiatives aimed at combatting domestic abuse and 
sexual violence and also provides funding to promote and assist the development of support 
services to victims of crime, which includes victims of domestic and sexual crime. 

I have secured increased funding for 2021 for combatting domestic abuse and sexual vio-
lence and increased funding for supporting victims of crime. Funding of some €3 million has 
been secured for raising awareness of domestic, sexual and gender based violence and €4.104 
million to support victims of crime. 

These figures reflect the additional €2.3 million provided in Budget 2021 for implementa-
tion of Supporting a Victim’s Journey - A plan to help victims and vulnerable witnesses in sex-
ual violence cases. This will help combat domestic, sexual and gender based violence, through 
the implementation of the O’Malley recommendations on Protection for Vulnerable Witnesses 
in the Investigation and Prosecution of Sexual Offences.

The government has been in a position to provide an Garda Síochána with significant ad-
ditional resources in recent years. This has enabled the Commissioner to allocate additional 
funding to tackling sexual and domestic violence, including the establishment of a  specialised 
unit for the investigation of sexual violence, human trafficking, child abuse and domestic abuse, 
in every division.

13/01/2021WRDD00200Naturalisation Applications

13/01/2021WRDD00300687. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Justice if she will address a matter re-
garding the case of a person (details supplied). [44918/20]

13/01/2021WRDD00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The application of the person referred to 
by the Deputy has been received by the Immigration Service of my Department and I am ad-
vised that their passport will be returned to them in the coming days. My Department has not 
suspended the receipt or processing of citizenship applications at any stage during the pandem-
ic. However, processing rates have unfortunately been negatively impacted by the attendant 
health and safety related restrictions.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/01/2021WRDD00500Commencement of Legislation

13/01/2021WRDD00600688. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Justice if she will address a matter 
(details supplied) with regard to the Parole Act 2019; and if she will make a statement on the 
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matter.  [45027/20]

13/01/2021WRDD00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to assure the Deputy that I am com-
mitted to ensuring the necessary arrangements are in place for the Parole Act 2019 to be com-
menced and the new Parole Board to be established this year. 

On 26 December 2020, I announced my plan to begin the full operation of the Parole Board, 
including the development of a critical path to its establishment, which envisages the new 
Board being fully operational by July 2021.

The Government has supported this commitment with funding allocated for the Parole 
Board for 2021 of €1.3 million, which is more than double previous allocations. This substan-
tial increase will allow for the implementation of the model of parole as envisaged under the 
Parole Board Act. 

Since my appointment as Minister for Justice in June 2020, I have put in place a dedicated 
project team to coordinate, track and drive forward this work across this Department and the 
Justice Sector. To date, the team has consulted with a number of key stakeholders and an outline 
project plan has been finalised. This plan maps out a critical path of the various milestones to 
be achieved from now through to the commencement of the Act and the establishment of the 
Board in 2021.

In terms of next steps, I expect accommodation for the new Board to be secured in Q1 2021, 
with the appointment of staff and the CEO will take place soon thereafter. Further to that, a draft 
Legal Aid Scheme with accompanying legal procedures and guidance should be prepared in 
Q2 2020.  My goal is for the full complement of Board members to be ready and available for 
appointment by mid-June 2021.

The final stage of the process will be the drafting and signing of the Commencement Order, 
which I expect to be ready by July 2021. Once this is signed the Board members will be ap-
pointed and the new Statutory based Parole Board established.

13/01/2021WRDD00800Deportation Orders

13/01/2021WRDD00900689. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the number of deportations carried out 
between January and December 2020, by month, in tabular form. [45039/20]

13/01/2021WRDD01000700. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been 
drawn to the recent deportation of a man in Dublin Airport; the current policy in relation to 
deportations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45152/20]

13/01/2021WRDD01100727. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Justice the number of deportations of 
persons seeking asylum per month in 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1551/21]

13/01/2021WRDD01200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 689, 700 
and 727 together.

While neither I nor my Department can comment on individual cases, I can confirm that in 
line with the clear commitments that both I and the Taoiseach have given, the position remains 
that no further deportation orders are being enforced during the Covid-19 pandemic except in 
circumstances where an individual may be a threat to national security and whose presence in 
Ireland would be contrary to the public interest.
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Furthermore, my Department has consistently adopted a pragmatic approach in relation to 
immigration arrangements in the context of Covid-19. This pragmatic approach to deportation 
orders will continue for as long as is necessary. As evidence of this, a total of 154 deportation 
orders were enforced in 2019 as compared with only 42 in 2020 and 34 of those 42 occurred in 
the first three months of 2020.

A decision was taken some time ago to suspend the issuing of negative international protec-
tion decisions during periods when Level 5 restrictions are in place and that position continues 
at the present time. The same position also applies to the making and service of deportation 
orders, with the exception of the very limited circumstances I have outlined above. 

The table below gives a breakdown of all deportation orders effected in 2020, including in 
the context of those persons who had an application for international protection refused. 

Deportation orders enforced by month in 2020

Month All deportation orders enforced*   Deportation orders enforced in respect of 
failed international protection applicants   

January 14 9 

February 13 9 

March 7 6 

April 0 0 

May 0 0 

June 0 0 

July 1 0 

August 0 0 

September 0 0 

October 3 1 

November 0 0 

December 4 2 

Totals 42 27 

*The figures for all deportation orders enforced (42) includes those deportation orders en-
forced in respect of failed international protection applicants. By way of comparison, a total of 
154 deportation orders were enforced in 2019. 

13/01/2021WRDD01300Inquiry into the Death of Mr. Shane O’Farrell

13/01/2021WRDD01400690. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if there shall be no further 
extensions to the work being carried out by a judge into the death of a person (details supplied); 
and if the scoping inquiry will conclude on 29 January 2021. [45057/20]

13/01/2021WRDD01500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As Deputy O’Callaghan will be aware, 
a retired Judge, Gerard Haughton, is currently conducting the scoping exercise into the tragic 
circumstances surrounding the death of the late Shane O’Farrell. 

Judge Haughton furnished an interim report to my predecessor in November 2019. In his 
interim report, the Judge stated that he would not restrict or limit Shane’s family in their sub-
missions to him or the nature and extent of the documentation they wished to furnish to him in 
his scoping exercise. 

I can confirm that my Department recently received a letter from Judge Haughton updating 
the Department on his progress. In this correspondence, the Judge requested a further extension 
of the timeline to 29 January 2021 and set out a clear and detailed rationale for this extension.  
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I understand from Judge Haughton that he provided a copy of this letter to the O’Farrell family 
and I also wrote to the family to inform them of the extension.

While I genuinely regret this further delay, I am also aware that the Judge is doing all that 
he can to ensure that the concerns which the family have raised with him during the process are 
followed through to the greatest extent possible and this requires additional time. With regard to 
any further extensions, the Judge is of course completely independent in his work on this scop-
ing exercise, and I cannot intervene in the process, nor can I place any restrictions on the Judge. 
My Department is providing all necessary assistance to the Judge to enable him to complete his 
report, and I look forward to receiving it in the near future.

13/01/2021WRDD01600Animal Welfare

13/01/2021WRDD01700691. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the number of arrests and pros-
ecutions that have been made in each of the past five years in relation to unregulated puppy 
farms and animal cruelty for each breed. [45061/20]

13/01/2021WRDD01800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I understand that all complaints of cruelty 
to animals made to An Garda Síochána are subject to investigation.  The Deputy will appreciate 
that in any case, it is a matter for the Director of Public Prosecutions to decide if a prosecution 
should take place, and for what offence.  

Matters relating to animal welfare are not under my remit as Minister for Justice.  I under-
stand that the Animal Health and Welfare Act 2013,  which is within the remit of my colleague 
the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, provides a modern and robust framework for 
dealing with issues relating to animal welfare. 

I understand that An Garda Síochána liaises and works closely with both local authorities 
and the local offices of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

I am informed by An Garda Síochána that tables 1 and 2 contain the number of incidents 
reported to An Garda Síochána between the years 2016 and 2020 which have been recorded 
on PULSE as ‘Offences Against Animals’. ‘Offences Against Animals’ includes cases of ani-
mal cruelty among other offences such as hunting without a licence, failure to take care of 
an animal, failure to comply with authorised officers (for example, during an inspection) and 
non-compliance with animal identification procedures. There are no specific offence codes on 
PULSE for offences relating to puppy farms or animal cruelty specifically, such offences are 
captured under the broader code of ‘Offences Against Animals’.

Table 1: Reported ‘Offences Against Animals’ incidents for the years 2016 – 2020 by 
subject animal family

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Canine 75 67 56 68 75
Bovine/Ovine 56 60 72 46 35
Equine 39 48 77 31 49
Feline 7 8 13 8 15
Others 31 43 36 21 22
Total 208 226 254 174 196
 

Table 2: Reported ‘Offences Against Animals’ incidents for the years 2016 – 2020 by 
subject animal family with one or more associated charge or summons
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2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Canine 18 21 13 25 21
Others 34 30 69 36 19
Total 52 51 82 61 40

I am advised by the Garda authorities that data was downloaded from PULSE on 6th   Janu-
ary 2021. Crime counting rules were not applied to data.

13/01/2021WRDD01900Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission

13/01/2021WRDD02000692. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if she read the Garda Sío-
chána Ombudsman Commission, GSOC, report in respect of a person (details supplied); if she 
has engaged with or plans to engage with the person’s relatives; if she will clarify the appeals 
process in respect of GSOC reports and-or the course of action persons may take in respect of 
GSOC reports that they are dissatisfied with; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  
[45064/20]

13/01/2021WRDD02100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The sudden and untimely death in this 
case was an awful tragedy and I offer my most sincere condolences to the bereaved family on 
their terrible loss.

I can inform the Deputy that I am aware of the investigation undertaken by the Ombuds-
man Commission in this case.  However, as the matter is still open pending the conclusion of 
an inquest into the death by the Coroner for Westmeath, it would not be appropriate for me to 
comment further at this time.  

While the Garda Síochána Act 2005 does not make provision for appeals against GSOC 
investigations, persons who have issues with the conduct of an investigations may contact the 
Ombudsman Commission directly to articulate their concerns.  Individuals may also seek inde-
pendent legal advice in such circumstances. 

13/01/2021WRDD02200Coroners Service

13/01/2021WRDD02300693. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Justice the reason for the delay in con-
ducting an inquest regarding a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [45066/20]

13/01/2021WRDD02400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Coroners are statutory officers exercising 
quasi-judicial functions, in relation to which they are completely independent. Neither I nor my 
Department have any function in this regard. However, to be of assistance, officials from my 
Department contacted the relevant Coroner’s office. It is understood that the death referred to 
occurred on 30 September 2018 in Tallaght Hospital, and that the Coroner directed that a Post 
Mortem examination be conducted. The result of the Post Mortem examination was received on 
23 November 2018, on foot of which the Coroner decided to hold an inquest.   

In the Dublin District, the average interval between date of death and the holding of an 
inquest is 20 months due to volume of work. The holding of this inquest might have been ex-
pected to have occurred mid-2020. However, complex inquests requiring clinical witnesses to 
attend court, as in this case, have been significantly delayed due to COVID-19 related public 
safety restrictions.

I understand that the Dublin Coroner’s office has been in communication with the bereaved 
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family in relation to this matter, most recently on 15 December 2020.

13/01/2021WRDD02500Prison Mental Health Services

13/01/2021WRDD02600694. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice if she will consider the men-
tal health and addiction challenges of those in prison considering the recent report from the 
Council of Europe Committee for the Prevention of Torture and with work ongoing to establish 
the terms of reference and the structure of a cross-agency task force; and if funding is cur-
rently being ring-fenced within the budget of her Department to fund future recommendations.  
[45077/20]

13/01/2021WRDD02700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to assure the Deputy that providing 
for the complex needs of people with mental health difficulties who come into contact with the 
criminal justice system is a priority issue for this Government and for my Department. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the priority status afforded to this issue is acknowledged in the 
Programme for Government in that it commits to establishing the high-level cross-departmental 
/ cross-agency taskforce to which the Deputy refers. This high-level taskforce will, inter alia, 
consider how best to provide for the mental health and addiction challenges of those impris-
oned, and primary care support on release. 

In order to progress this matter, I met with my colleague the Minister for Health in Sep-
tember to lay the foundations for advancing work on this commitment without delay because 
I believe that a properly constituted taskforce with the support of both Departments can drive 
much needed transformation in this area.

It is widely acknowledged that every person with mental health difficulties coming in con-
tact with the criminal justice system should have access to comprehensive mental health sup-
port. The Deputy may appreciate that delivering on this requires considerable planning for, and 
implementation of, an appropriate model of care for this vulnerable group. 

This will be a complex body of work with a number of cross-cutting issues that cannot be 
addressed in isolation. 

I am pleased to say that collaboration with the Department of Health on the development of 
Terms of Reference and structure for the establishment of the Task Force is now at an advanced 
stage. The terms of reference have been agreed in principle between the two Departments. 
Work is now underway to identify a chair and put in place other administrative details as soon 
as possible. 

We do recognise the urgent need to design and put in place proper systems to care for the 
most vulnerable people who come into contact with the criminal justice system as a priority and 
our objective, at present, is to move this matter forward in the first quarter of 2021. Any future 
funding considerations will also form part of the ongoing work to progress this matter.  

Finally, I believe that it is important for me to state that this Government is fully committed 
to implementing the longer-term changes required to make our penal system safe, effective and 
responsive to the needs of all prisoners, especially vulnerable persons. While it is unlikely there 
are quick fix solutions to some of the issues as highlighted by the recent report from the Council 
of Europe Committee on the Prevent of Torture, we are determined to work intensively together 
to ensure all people get the care and support they need from our system.   
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13/01/2021WRDD02800Public Consultation Process

13/01/2021WRDD02900695. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice if her Department has a proto-
col or checklist that is used for public consultations in relation to recent public consultations. 
[45078/20]

13/01/2021WRDD03000696. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice if her Department has consid-
ered the introduction of a summary report for civil society organisations between the submis-
sions stage and the publication of a strategy by her Department in relation to recent public 
consultations.  [45079/20]

13/01/2021WRDD03100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 695 and 
696 together.

My Department is fully committed to engaging with the public and our stakeholders as 
part of the development of new strategies, public policy or proposed changes to legislation.  
In recent years, the Department of Justice has put a lot of energy into transforming the way it 
works, with the objective of becoming a more outward facing, collaborative and more effective 
organisation. 

This includes the use of public consultations to engage directly with communities and mem-
bers of the public to listen and better understand their views and perspectives. In 2020, my 
Department conducted a wide-range of public consultations on a variety of key strategies and 
initiatives, including:

- The Department’s Strategy Statement;

- Hate speech;

- Spent convictions;

- Part 4 of the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017;

- Strategy for the Criminal Justice System; 

- Discount rate in personal injury cases; and

- Youth Justice Strategy.

As part of the consultation process, the Department uses a variety of methods, leveraging 
technology and real-time information, to increase awareness of our consultations and maximise 
engagement, including:

- ‘Policy forum’ events, involving key stakeholder groups from NGOs and civil society, 
legal practitioners and academics;

- Online surveys;

- Online consultations/workshops;

- Call for written submissions; and

- Targeted digital engagement across our social media platforms.

As the Deputy can appreciate, the COVID-19 pandemic posed challenges in relation to the 
physical aspect of our public consultations. Recognising the importance of public engagement, 
my Department re-designed its consultation processes to include online workshops, ensuring 
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our public consultations could continue. 

Feedback is central to the consultative process and all contributions are considered as part of 
the development of new polices and legislation. The results of consultations are posted online, 
with the exception of submissions that are deemed sensitive or include personal information. As 
every consultation is different, there is no current checklist used. 

In addition, the Department always welcomes and considers all suggestions and feedback 
on ways to improve the consultation process.

13/01/2021WRDD03300Prison Facilities

13/01/2021WRDD03400697. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice the reason, in view of numerous 
media reports, that the progressive policies long associated with Dóchas women’s prison were 
rolled back in 2019 and brought into alignment with prisons for men, even though when Ireland 
voted along with 192 other nations to pass unanimously the Bangkok rules at the United Na-
tions in 2010, we committed to respecting and meeting the special characteristics and needs of 
women in the criminal justice system. [45080/20]

13/01/2021WRDD03500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to reassure the Deputy that the Dó-
chas Centre is operated in full compliance with the Bangkok Rules passed at the United Nations 
in 2010. 

The ethos upon which the Dóchas Centre is operated is that the women prisoners should live 
together in a community style setting.  The women are accommodated in houses rather than cell 
blocks and there is no categorisation of female prisoners.  The regime in the Dóchas Centre is 
very much focused on training and rehabilitation. 

However, the requirement to ensure the safety and security of all those who live and work 
in our prisons is universal and in that regard there were changes made in 2019 to enhance the 
structure of the prison day in the Dóchas.  I am informed by the Irish Prison Service that this has 
enhanced the regime in the prison and allowed for greater access to vital rehabilitative services. 
As a result, the women accommodated in the Dóchas now have better access to important ser-
vices such as mental health services, Psychology Service and Addiction Counsellors. 

The Prison Service is acutely aware of the fact that women prisoners are a vulnerable group 
within the prison system and is aware that the supports for female offenders and their rehabilita-
tive needs are very different to male offenders.

The Deputy will wish to be aware that staff working with female offenders are provided 
with bespoke training and in February 2020 the Prison Service introduced a new tailored pro-
gramme for staff to address the special needs of women prisoners called ‘Working with Women 
in Custody’. 

To enhance the rehabilitative opportunities for female offenders a new programme in part-
nership with the Probation Service, called the Outlook Programme which is a step down unit for 
women offenders, was opened in May 2019.  The project is managed by Focus Ireland and the 
vision of the programme is to promote the rehabilitation and re-integration of women leaving 
prison and those who have accommodation needs requiring support in the community. 

Finally, it may interest the Deputy to know that the construction of a new prison facility to 
provide accommodation for 50 female prisoners in Limerick Prison is scheduled to become 
operational in Q4 2021. The design of the facility is based on the principle of rehabilitation and 
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normalisation recognising the unique requirements of female offenders.  

13/01/2021WRDD03600Immigration Status

13/01/2021WRDD03700698. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the position in relation to 
residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45086/20]

13/01/2021WRDD03800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by the Immigration Service 
Delivery (ISD) area of my Department that the person concerned has ongoing legal proceedings 
before the High Court in the context of their immigration case. As a result, it would not be ap-
propriate for me to make any further comment on the immigration case of the person concerned 
at this time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility, which has been specifically es-
tablished for this purpose. This service enables up to date information on such cases to be 
obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. 
The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the 
Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

13/01/2021WRDD03900Citizenship Applications

13/01/2021WRDD04000699. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice the current average processing 
time for citizenship applications; if she will address concerns from applicants that there are 
currently long delays with citizenship applications being processed, which results in their pass-
ports not being returned for a long time; if she will consider steps to improve the turnaround 
time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45132/20]

13/01/2021WRDD04100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The granting of Irish citizenship through 
naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which confers certain rights and entitlements not 
only within the State but also at European Union level and it is important that appropriate pro-
cedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the process.

It is a requirement of the naturalisation process that a current passport must accompany 
every application. The identity of every applicant must be confirmed to the greatest extent pos-
sible and a passport is a primary identifier.  

Under normal circumstances, passports are returned approximately 10 days after their re-
ceipt.  However, the current limits on staff attendance in the office due to COVID-19 restrictions 
have resulted in delays in the return of some passports. 

Applicants are advised not to send in their application during the pandemic if they anticipate 
that they may have to travel at short notice. However, I fully appreciate that people may have 
to travel at short notice for emergency reasons.  The citizenship website advises that in these 
circumstances, applicants should email the citizenship helpdesk with the relevant details. Any 
request must be accompanied by appropriate scanned supporting material detailing the reasons 
for travel, such as medical information. Any request of this nature is dealt with promptly.

In general, the current target is that it should take around 12 months for a standard applica-
tion for a certificate of naturalisation to be processed from the date it is received to the date a 
decision is made. However, for a broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than oth-
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ers to process. Processing timescales can be impacted by incomplete applications having to be 
returned; further documentation being required from the applicant; where the payment of the 
required certificate fee is awaited; or if the applicant has not been engaging with the Immigra-
tion Service of my Department. 

In some instances, the input of several government agencies, both within and outside the 
jurisdiction is required to process an application and the request and receipt of information from 
these sources can result in delays in processing some applications. Issues can also arise at the 
final stage of the naturalisation process, for example, where additional information comes to 
light, which is required to be considered before a final decision is taken.   

I am conscious that a significant backlog has built up regarding the granting of citizenships 
due to the inability to hold in person ceremonies during Covid-19. Unfortunately, the pandemic 
has prevented the holding of such ceremonies, which are usually attended by hundreds of peo-
ple and which have become a welcome addition to our public and civic life. This month, I will 
re-start the process of granting citizenship, without the need to hold in person ceremonies, and 
I will outline the details of this shortly.

  Question No. 700 answered with Question No. 689.

13/01/2021WRDD04300Family Law System

13/01/2021WRDD04400701. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been 
drawn to the memo of concern to the WHO regarding parent alienation (details supplied); her 
views on the concerns set out; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45154/20]

13/01/2021WRDD04500707. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice her views on recommenda-
tion 36 of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice and Equality Report on Reform of the 
Family Law System; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45181/20]

13/01/2021WRDD04600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 701 and 
707 together.

The Government is committed to modernising the operation of the Family Justice system, 
to ensure we have more efficient and user-friendly family court system that puts the family at 
the centre of its work.  

I have noted that the Oireachtas  Joint Committee on Justice and Equality Report on Reform 
of the Family Law System includes recommendations on a range of issues connected with fam-
ily justice including the recommendation referred to by the Deputy on  parental alienation.

As the Deputy may be aware, there is no specific legislative provision regarding parental 
alienation in Irish family law.  However section 246 of the Children Act 2001 provides for an 
offence of frightening, bullying or threatening a child in a manner likely to cause unnecessary 
suffering or injury to the child’s physical, mental or emotional health or wellbeing. There are 
also legislative provisions in place to deal with child welfare particularly regarding the rela-
tionship between a child and his/her parents or guardians, providing the framework for a legal 
response to a wide spectrum of child welfare issues. 

As this is a complex area, I am planning for research to be carried out on parental alienation 
by my Department this year. 

My Department has also recently established the Family Justice Oversight Group which will 
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agree a high-level vision and key medium and longer-term objectives for the development of 
a national family justice system in parallel with the establishment of a dedicated Family Court 
structure as envisaged by the forthcoming Family Court Bill and set out in the Programme for 
Government. As part of its work, the oversight group will consider the various recommen-
dations, including the recommendation on parental alienation, contained in the Report of the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice and Equality on Reform of the Family Law System.

The Family Court Bill will be a key element of the development of a more efficient and 
user-friendly family court system that puts families at the centre of its activities, provides ac-
cess to specialist supports and encourages the use of alternative dispute resolution in family law 
proceedings. The development of sensible, comprehensive and sensitive family law procedures, 
particularly for vulnerable families, will be central to the new system. 

13/01/2021WRDD04700Proposed Legislation

13/01/2021WRDD04800702. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if hate crime will be a stand-
alone criminal offence under her new proposals; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[45161/20]

13/01/2021WRDD04900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As you are aware, I recently announced 
my intention to bring forward new legislation to combat incitement to hatred and hate crime 
in Ireland. This announcement followed on from the publication of the results of a widespread 
consultation process, which included in-depth consultations with various civil society and com-
munity groups, academics and experts, a public consultation process and a detailed comparative 
study of approaches to hate crime in 5 other jurisdictions. 

The purpose of this extensive work was to ensure the Department could identify how Ire-
land’s law in this area could be improved, based on a clear understanding the experiences of 
those impacted by hate speech and hate crime. 

The report is published on my Department’s website and sets out ten conclusions which will 
be used to inform the new legislation:

1. The 1989 Act should be replaced with a single piece of legislation to cover both hate 
speech and hate crime

2. The list of protected characteristics should be updated to include disability and gender.

3. The Travelling community should be included in the main definition of ethnicity.

4. Deliberately or recklessly inciting hatred against a person or group because they are asso-
ciated with a protected characteristic should be a crime, and distributing or displaying material 
that incites hatred should be a crime.

5. Strong safeguards will be needed to protect freedom of expression, so that genuine, rea-
sonable contributions to fields such as literature, art, political discussion, science or academic 
discussion will not be criminalised.

6. The threshold for criminal prosecution under the new law should be high, but not impos-
sible.

7. Companies who have effective measures in place to deal with criminal hate speech, and 
who are applying those measures properly, should not be prosecuted for content that they could 
not have known was being shared on their platform.
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8. There is a need for new specific, hate-aggravated versions of existing criminal offences.

9. Extra measures such as alternative verdicts will be needed to make sure hate offences can 
be prosecuted effectively.

10. Not every hate incident is serious enough to be a crime, many incidents can and should 
be dealt with by other means than criminal prosecution

The new legislation will provide the necessary means to prosecute perpetrators who deliber-
ately or recklessly incite hatred against others on the basis of a protected characteristic and will 
ensure that incidences of hate crime in our communities can be managed effectively by law. The 
new legislation will provide for specific, hate-aggravated versions of existing criminal offences. 

It is my intention to bring the General Scheme of this Bill to Government before Easter, 
and once it is approved, to refer the Bill to the Oireachtas Justice Committee for pre-legislative 
scrutiny. 

13/01/2021WRDD05000Family Reunification

13/01/2021WRDD05100703. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if all those who apply for 
family reunification receive acknowledgement of their applications from her Department; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [45166/20]

13/01/2021WRDD05200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): All applications for family reunification 
are acknowledged or receive a response once the application is initially examined. However, 
there may currently be some delay in doing so due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The pandemic has had a significant impact on my Department’s Immigration Service De-
livery (ISD). In line with Government and public health advice, ISD has implemented a suite 
of measures for the safety of our staff and customers to help in reducing the spread of the virus, 
which have impacted on the processing capacity of some units in ISD.

While there have been some delays, ISD has continued to accept and process applications 
for family reunification throughout the pandemic. 

13/01/2021WRDD05300Family Reunification

13/01/2021WRDD05400704. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice the family reunification 
rights of Irish refugee protection programme humanitarian admissions programme, IHAP, refu-
gees; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [45167/20]

13/01/2021WRDD05500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): My Department implements a policy 
whereby programme refugees, which includes IHAP beneficiaries, can apply for family reuni-
fication under the eligibility requirements and criteria as set out in the International Protection 
Act 2015. They can also apply for family reunification under my Department’s Policy Docu-
ment on non-EEA Family Reunification. 

The Irish Refugee Protection Programme Humanitarian Admission Programme (IHAP), an-
nounced in May 2018, is part of the Government’s plan to realise the full commitment of 4,000 
people agreed under the first phase of the IRPP in September 2015. The programme allows 
holders of an international protection status in Ireland, (i.e. refugees with Convention or Pro-
gramme Refugee status), holders of Subsidiary Protection grants, and Irish citizens, to make a 
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proposal to me to bring to the State their family members who are nationals of one of the top ten 
major source countries of refugees as identified by the UNHCR Annual Global Trends Report. 

IHAP received proposals for inclusion in the programme within defined periods or ‘win-
dows for submissions’. The first window for accepting proposals ran from 14 May 2018 to 30 
June 2018. Processing of the proposals from this first window was completed in 2018. A second 
window for the submission of proposals ran from 20 December 2018 until 8 February 2019. 

The first IHAP round granted permission to 165 beneficiaries. To date, the second round of 
the IHAP has granted permission to 591 beneficiaries.

13/01/2021WRDD05600Human Rights

13/01/2021WRDD05700705. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice the status of action 21.3 of 
the National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy 2019-2021 to implement a fully functioning online 
system for reporting hate crime; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45172/20]

13/01/2021WRDD05800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am informed by the Garda authorities 
that An Garda Síochána intend to launch a new non-emergency Hate Crime Online Reporting 
system in the coming weeks. The reporting system is fully developed and user acceptance test-
ing has been carried out.

Following a public launch, with an accompanying explanatory video, the system will be 
available through the Garda website, www.garda.ie.  This new system will allow Hate Crime to 
be reported to An Garda Síochána in a safe and secure way, and will allow Gardaí to offer the 
response and support that is needed. 

All reports will be examined by dedicated members of the Garda National Diversity and 
Integration Unit, who will ensure appropriate action is taken to record and respond to reports. 

The Deputy may further wish to note that my Department published the report of an exten-
sive public consultation into reform of the Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act, 1989, on 17 
December 2020.

I intend to draw on the conclusions of this report to draft the General Scheme of a new Hate 
Crime Bill, which will deal with both incitement to hatred and hate crime.  I intend to bring the 
General Scheme to Government before Easter.  The new legislation will provide the necessary 
means to prosecute perpetrators who deliberately or recklessly incite hatred against others on 
the basis of a protected characteristic.

The findings of the public consultation can be found the following web links -  

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/PR20000315 

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Legislating_for_Hate_Speech_and_Hate_Crime_in_Ire-
land_Web.pdf/Files/Legislating_for_Hate_Speech_and_Hate_Crime_in_Ireland_Web.pdf

13/01/2021WRDD05900Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

13/01/2021WRDD06000706. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Justice if an agreement has been 
reached between her Department and An Garda Síochána for the sharing of documents, papers 
and files in the matter of the 1974 Dublin and Monaghan bombings with the team of Operation 
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Kenova; if Ireland will fully cooperate with Operation Kenova; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [45175/20]

13/01/2021WRDD06100708. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if An Garda Síochána has 
agreed to hand over files that are relevant to the inquiries being conducted by Operation Keno-
va; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45182/20]

13/01/2021WRDD06200709. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice if restrictions or redactions 
have been imposed on any files that have been handed over by An Garda Síochána to Operation 
Kenova; if so, the basis for such restrictions or redactions; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [45183/20]

13/01/2021WRDD06300715. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Justice if files have been handed over 
to the UK authorities in relation to investigations (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1165/21]

13/01/2021WRDD06400716. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Justice if she will seek an explanation 
from the Garda Commissioner for the reason all relevant Garda files into the Dublin-Monaghan 
bombings and the Glenanne gang have not been handed over to Operation Kenova; and if the 
necessary arrangements will be made for all relevant unredacted files to be handed to same 
without further delay. [1166/21]

13/01/2021WRDD06500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 706, 708, 
709, 715 and 716 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, former Chief Constable Jon Boutcher heads up a series of 
ongoing independent UK police investigations or reviews into Northern Ireland legacy cases 
that are collectively described as the Kenova cases.  

‘Operation Kenova’ was the first such investigation and is investigating a range of criminal 
activities including incidents of murder which are allegedly connected with a British Army 
Agent known as “Stakeknife”.  More recently, ‘Operation Denton’, or the Barnard Review, 
was established under Kenova. It is an independent Analytical UK Police Review into matters 
pursuant to the ‘Barnard Judgment’ [Northern Ireland Court of Appeal dated 5th of July, 2019].  
This analytical review concerns collusion in what has become known as the Glenanne Gang 
Series.

The Deputies will appreciate that the manner in which these police investigations and re-
views are pursued is entirely a matter for Operation Kenova.  

The issue of co-operation by An Garda Síochána with Operation Kenova and Operation 
Denton is an operational matter and one in which I do not have a role. I can however inform 
the Deputies that there are arrangements are in place which support the mutual co-operation, 
assistance and exchange of information between An Garda Síochána and the Operation Kenova 
Investigation Team and that engagement is ongoing at this time.  The Historical Investigation 
Coordination  Unit within An Garda Síochána will continue to support this partnership. 

I can advise the Deputies of my continuing commitment to supporting An Garda Síochána 
in pursuing this work and in providing assistance to the greatest extent possible.  

More generally, the Deputies will appreciate that dealing with the legacy of the troubles on 
this island is a difficult and complex task.  The Stormont House Agreement sets out a series of 
useful measures in this regard to establish effective ways to address the legacy of the troubles. 
The Government remains fully committed to the implementation of those measures and work-
ing in the interests of victims and their families.
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  Question No. 707 answered with Question No. 701.

  Questions Nos. 708 and 709 answered with Question No. 706.

13/01/2021WRDD06900Naturalisation Applications

13/01/2021WRDD07000710. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice if she will waive a fee (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [45198/20]

13/01/2021WRDD07100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The fees to be paid by an applicant for a 
certificate of naturalisation are governed by the provisions of the Irish Nationality and Citizen-
ship Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 569 of 2011).  The application fee, stipulated at €175, is payable 
on application for a certificate of naturalisation and a certification fee is payable on the issue of 
a certificate of naturalisation.  

The standard certification fee is set at €950, while a reduced fee of €200 applies in the case 
of an application made on behalf of a minor or in certain cases where the application is made 
by a widow, widower or surviving civil partner of an Irish citizen.  In the case of recognised 
refugees and stateless persons, there is no certification fee.  

There is no provision in the Regulations for the discretionary waiver or reduction of fees, or 
for differing fees to apply to different nationalities or classes of applicant.  All of the fees pay-
able under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended are kept under ongoing 
review by my Department. However, there are no current plans to amend the fees.

13/01/2021WRDD07200Naturalisation Applications

13/01/2021WRDD07300711. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice if she has considered fast-
tracking citizenship applications of those applicants who worked on the front lines during the 
Covid-19 crisis; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1024/21]

13/01/2021WRDD07400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I recognise and acknowledge the crucial 
role frontline workers are continuing to play in responding to the threat of COVID-19. They 
work in a challenging environment and deal with vulnerable people on a daily basis. Their ex-
ceptional commitment has been particularly clear throughout the pandemic, during which they 
have been playing a key role in preventing the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

Due to the restrictions imposed as a result of the pandemic, I have provided six extensions of 
immigration permission to 20 April 2021 to ensure that those requiring an immigration permis-
sion to work in the state could continue to do so including those providing frontline services. 

I am conscious that a significant backlog has built up regarding the granting of citizenships 
due to the inability to hold in person ceremonies during Covid-19. Unfortunately, the pandemic 
has prevented the holding of such ceremonies, which are usually attended by hundreds of peo-
ple and which have become a welcome addition to our public and civic life.

I  will this month re-start the process of granting citizenship, without the need to hold in 
person ceremonies, and I will outline the details of this shortly. It is anticipated that, as the back-
log is cleared, frontline workers who are awaiting naturalisation will be among those granted 
citizenship under the new approach.   



13 January 2021

403

13/01/2021WREE00200Cannabis for Medicinal Use

13/01/2021WREE00300712. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Justice the cannabis substances and 
products, for example, edibles, concentrates and so on personal possession of which will be 
considered for application of an adult caution by An Garda Síochána; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [1051/21]

13/01/2021WREE00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will appreciate that the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible by law for the management and  administration of An Garda Sío-
chána.  I, as Minister, have no direct role in these matter.

I have requested information from the Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter but it 
was unfortunately not possible to compile it in the time available. 

I will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.

13/01/2021WREE00500Brexit Issues

13/01/2021WREE00600713. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the measures that have been 
taken to ensure continuity of co-operation when it comes to policing on the island of Ireland 
following the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the EU; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [1101/21]

13/01/2021WREE00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): On 24 December 2020, the EU and UK ne-
gotiating teams reached agreement in principle on a Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA), 
which came into effect from the end of the transition period, 31 December 2020. The Agree-
ment includes cooperation on law enforcement and criminal justice. In particular, the EU and 
the UK have agreed to establish a new framework for law enforcement and judicial cooperation 
in criminal matters. This will allow for strong cooperation between national police and judicial 
authorities, including with respect to mutual legal assistance and extradition. 

Following the implementation of the new TCA, the Minister for Justice put into effect a 
planned range of measures prepared to ensure the relationship between Ireland and the United 
Kingdom in the Justice and Home Affairs field will remain strong and that co-operation is main-
tained in the public interest.

Central to this are elements of the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European 
Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2020, which was commenced on 17 December 2020. 
Parts 16 to 20 of the Act contain provisions to deal with the implications of Brexit in a number 
of key areas in the justice sector. 

While the provisions of the European Arrest Warrant no longer apply to the United King-
dom, under the EU-UK TCA, the swift surrender of criminals between the EU and the UK un-
der a new arrest warrant system, avoiding lengthy extradition procedures, thanks to streamlined 
procedures, strict deadlines, robust safeguards, procedural rights and judicial control, will be 
enabled. 

The Agreement also includes a bridging mechanism, subject to certain conditions, pending 
the adoption of data protection adequacy decisions, such that for a specified period transmis-
sion of personal data from the EU to the UK is not regarded as a transfer to a third country. This 
bridging solution will mean in practice the continuing exchange from 1 January 2021 of vital 
law enforcement data between Ireland and the UK. 
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The above measures are of particular value in supporting the existing excellent operational 
cooperation between An Garda Síochána and the PSNI in respect of the full range of policing 
activities. 

There are, of course, other international mechanisms that will also continue to be used to 
support international cooperation, such as INTERPOL in relation to organised crime matters 
and mutual assistance provisions.

There is also a range of mechanisms in place to facilitate policing on the island of Ireland. 
A joint Cross-Border Policing Strategy is operated between the two services. The Joint Agency 
Task Force is led by senior officers of both police services and other law enforcement agencies, 
and focuses on tackling organised and cross jurisdictional crime.

I can assure the Deputy of the shared commitment to combatting crime and security threats 
on the island of Ireland.  

13/01/2021WREE00800Crime Data

13/01/2021WREE00900714. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the number of homicides 
committed in Ireland in each of the years 2015 to 2020; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [1102/21]

13/01/2021WREE01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Government is committed to driving 
down crime in all its forms, including serious and violent crime. To this end, An Garda Sío-
chána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021.

More Garda recruits and more Garda staff means extra members of the service on the front-
line and in specialist units battling organised crime groups, supporting victims, and keeping 
people safe.

With regard to the specific information requested by the Deputy, the Central Statistics Office 
have provided me with the information in the table below.

Type of  Of-
fence

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020*

Murder 27 34 39 39 36 27*
Manslaughter 9 8 9 8 3 4*
Infanticide 0 0 0 0 0 0*
Dangerous 
driving lead-
ing to death

47 43 44 38 23 30*

Total Homi-
cide offences

83 85 92 85 62 61*

* This figure contains data for Q1 to Q3 of 2020 only. The figures for Q 4 are due for pub-
lication in late March 2021.

The Deputy may wish to note that these figures are categorised as Statistics Under Res-
ervation. The classification of “Under Reservation” is in keeping with other jurisdictions and 
other statistical domains. This indicates that, while the statistics have been determined to be of 
sufficient quality to allow publication, ongoing issues mean that the quality does not yet meet 
the higher standard required of official statistics by the CSO.  Questions Nos. 715 and 716 an-
swered with Question No. 706.
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13/01/2021WREE01300Garda Data

13/01/2021WREE01400717. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 525 of 20 October 2020, if she has received the necessary information from the 
Garda Commissioner. [1187/21]

13/01/2021WREE01500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Parliamentary Question 525 of 20 October 
2020 refers to the number of Gardaí by rank attached to each crime task force within Dublin as 
of 31 December 2019 and 12 October 2020 in tabular form.

As the Deputy is aware the Garda Commissioner is by law responsible for the manage-
ment of An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources, and as 
Minister I have no role in these matters.  I am assured however, that Garda management keeps 
the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing 
priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the table below sets out the number of Gardaí 
by rank attached to each crime task force within Dublin at 31 December 2019 and 12 October 
2020. 

 DMR   North  Garda  Sergeant  Inspector
 31 Dec 2019  20  1  0
 12 Oct 2020  19  1  0

 DMR   South  Garda  Sergeant  Inspector
 31 Dec 2019  0  0  0
 12 Oct 2020  10  0  0

 DMR   East  Garda  Sergeant  Inspector
 31 Dec 2019  2  1  0
 12 Oct 2020  4  1  0

 DMR   West  Garda  Sergeant  Inspector
 31 Dec 2019  21  2  0
 12 Oct 2020  26  2  0

DMR   North Central
N/A

 DMR   South Cen-
tral

 Garda  Sergeant  Inspector

 31 Dec 2019  17  2  1
 12 Oct 2020  10  2  1
The Deputy may wish to know that detailed information in relation to Garda numbers is 

available on my Department’s website.  This information is updated every month with the lat-
est data provided by An Garda Síochána. This information can be viewed at the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/An_Garda_Siochana_facts_and_figures

13/01/2021WREE01600Proposed Legislation

13/01/2021WREE01700718. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the current status of crimi-
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nal justice (repeal of certain provisions of the firearms and misuse of drugs) Bill 2020. [1188/21]

13/01/2021WREE01800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): As the Deputy 
may be aware, the General Scheme of the Criminal Justice (Amendment) Bill 2020, previously 
entitled the Criminal Justice (Repeal of certain provisions of the Firearms and Misuse of Drugs 
Acts) Bill 2020 was published last May.  

The General Scheme provides for the repeal of mandatory sentences for certain second or 
subsequent firearms and misuse of drugs offences following the Supreme Court judgment in 
Wayne Ellis v The Minister for Justice. 

I can inform the Deputy that on 8 December 2020 the Government approved the publication 
of the Bill subject to a waiver of the pre legislative scrutiny from the Business Committee. On 
foot of this decision Minister McEntee wrote to the Ceann Comhairle seeking a waiver by the 
Business Committee from the requirement for pre-legislative scrutiny under Standing Order 
173. The waiver is being sought because the purpose of the Bill is simply to implement the Su-
preme Court decision and nothing more. Once the waiver is granted the Bill will be published. 

13/01/2021WREE01900Garda Transport Provision

13/01/2021WREE02000719. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice if funding will be provided 
to replace the trucks currently in the Garda water unit. [1213/21]

13/01/2021WREE02100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that in ac-
cordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the 
management and administration of An Garda Síochána.  In addition, the allocation of Garda 
resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This 
includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles.  As Minister, I have no role in these 
matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of resources 
under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure their 
optimum use.

I am pleased to have secured significant capital investment to be made in An Garda Sío-
chána, including a total of €46 million specifically for the Garda fleet between 2016 and 2021.  
This continuing investment is intended to ensure that An Garda Síochána has a modern, effec-
tive and fit-for-purpose fleet and that Gardaí can be mobile, visible and responsive on the roads 
and in the community to prevent and tackle crime.  The allocation of these and all other vehicles 
in the fleet is entirely a matter for the Commissioner and his management team.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number and type of vehicles that will be 
purchased in 2021 has not yet been determined.

13/01/2021WREE02200Garda Training

13/01/2021WREE02300720. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Justice if all Garda road policing 
unit officers are fully trained in checking tachographs for potential offences. [1215/21]

13/01/2021WREE02400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, the Garda Com-
missioner is responsible, by law, for the management and administration of An Garda Síochána, 
including by arranging for the training of its members and civilian staff.  As Minister, I have no 
direct role in these matters.
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However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have contacted the Garda authorities 
who have advised that all personnel attached to Garda Roads Policing Units receive basic train-
ing in the reading of analogue tachograph charts and there are a substantial number of offences 
that may be detected from the examination of tachographs. 

In addition, dedicated personnel within these units have received additional training in re-
spect of the examination and analysis of digital tachographs. Each Divisional Roads Policing 
Unit has been provided with specialised equipment to allow for the downloading of data from 
digital tachographs and aid in the identification of tachograph related offences. Any such mem-
ber may give evidence in relation to driver hours and rest periods, however, if a more detailed 
analysis of tachograph charts / digital tachographs is required regarding journeys, speed etc, 
this is carried out by personnel attached to the Forensic Science Laboratory

The Deputy may also wish to note that An Garda Síochána, with the assistance of the Road 
Safety Authority, have been providing ongoing training to all Roads Policing members in rela-
tion to the examination of HGV’s. This training is incorporated in the induction seminar pro-
vided to all new Roads Policing members and also forms part of the instruction provided at the 
annual seminar provided to all roads policing members.

While the restrictions imposed by COVID have inhibited the ability to conduct these semi-
nars, I am informed that they will be recommenced as soon as restrictions permit.

13/01/2021WREE02500Citizenship Applications

13/01/2021WREE02600721. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if she will provide a compre-
hensive report on all applications for Irish citizenship submitted since 1 January 2014 for each 
application under headings (details supplied). [1231/21]

13/01/2021WREE02700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The attached spreadsheet contains a se-
ries of tables that provide the details requested by the Deputy, in so far as is possible. In some 
instances it was not possible to provide data as to do so may allow individual applicants to be 
identified. Therefore, I have provided collated data on each of the headings where available. 

[https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq721-13-01-2021_en.xls]

Due to the backlog of applications on hand it is not possible to provide details regarding na-
tionality and application type for the number of applications received in Q4 of 2020. Therefore, 
details have been provided to end Q3 2020 only. 

The table below identifies the information supplied in the attached spreadsheet.

Requested Table

Table 1Application Received Date Applications Received by Year and Month 2014 - 2020

Table 2Country of Current Passport Applications by Nationality, Year and Month 2014   - Q3 2020Where a value is 
less than 10 the value has been suppressed for   confidentiality. 

Table 6Residency Location RoI / NI Certificates Issued by Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland,   Other - Post 
Nuptial Certificates or Irish association

Table 3Application Criteria - Residency / Marriage Applications by Type, Year and Month 2014 - 2020The criteria provided are1. 
Applications based on the status of the applicant as a refugee.2. Applications 
in respect of Minors.3. Applications by adults in their own right who meet the 
residency requirements.4. Applicants based on the applicant being the spouse of 
an Irish citizen5. Other - recognition of Post Nuptial Citizenship and / or   ap-
plications made under S28a of the Act

Application Acknowledgement Date Data not available 
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Requested Table

Progress to Stage 2 Date Data not available 

Background Vetting Date Data not available 

Submission Date to Minister for Decision Data not available 

Table 4Application Approval Date Decisions by Year, Month and Decision Category 2014 - 2020Decision Cat-
egories provided are:1. Approval2. Ineligible3. Refusal4. Other = Application 
withdrawn, suspended, deferred or applicant deceased 

Included in Table 4Application Decline Date Decisions by Year, Month and Decision Category   2014 - 2020

Table 5Naturalisation Ceremony Date Certificates Issued by Year and Month 2014 - 2020

Application Status Data not available 

13/01/2021WREE02800Domestic Violence Services

13/01/2021WREE02900722. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice if a text alert system such as 
is operational in the UK for victims of domestic abuse is being considered; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [1282/21]

13/01/2021WREE03000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can assure the Deputy that addressing all 
forms of domestic abuse and sexual violence is a key priority for me and my Department. We 
are continuously working to ensure that we have robust legislation, policies and infrastructure 
that can support and assist victims and hold perpetrators to account. We are also working proac-
tively to raise awareness in society about domestic abuse and sexual violence and are working 
to change attitudes towards all forms of unacceptable behaviour. 

Women’s Aid, in conjunction with An Garda Síochána, and Vodafone Ireland, launched 
in 2019 the BrightSky Ireland App, a free app that connects victims of domestic violence and 
abuse to advice and support services across the country. BrightSky enables users to locate their 
nearest support service by searching using their current location, Eircode or county. There is a 
national directory and find help tool on the app. 

I have been informed by An Garda Síochána that feedback from victims who have used the 
App is extremely positive, they feel the ability to have support information to hand in a safe 
manner is incredibly beneficial. 

It may interest the Deputy to know that Women’s Aid, who run the 24 hour national domes-
tic abuse helpline in Ireland, also provide an online instant messaging support service on their 
website and a text service for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Women, in addition to their telephone 
services. 

13/01/2021WREE03100Deportation Orders

13/01/2021WREE03200723. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice the position of her Depart-
ment on deportations; if her attention has been drawn to the transfer order issues to a person 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1285/21]

13/01/2021WREE03300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): In line with the clear commitments both 
I and the Taoiseach have given, no further Deportation Orders are being enforced during the 
pandemic, except in circumstances where there are national security or serious public policy 
concerns. My Department has consistently adopted a pragmatic approach in this area in the 
context of Covid-19. 

Transfers under the EU Dublin III Regulation are not deportations.  However, in effecting 
any such transfers a pragmatic approach is also being adopted in the context of Covid-19. 
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The Dublin Regulation determines which Member State is responsible for examining an 
international protection application. It is based on the principle that the first Member State to 
facilitate entry into the EU should be responsible for examining the protection application. The 
objective of the Dublin Regulation is to ensure quick access to asylum procedures and the ex-
amination of an application on the merits by a single, clearly determined Member State.  

Traditionally, a number of the transfer decisions made in this country have been to the UK, 
which was still bound by the EU Regulation until the end of 2020, under the transitional ar-
rangements of the Withdrawal Agreement.  Dublin Regulation transfers to the UK cannot now 
take place following the end of the transitional arrangements. 

The person concerned was the subject of a transfer decision to the UK under the Dublin III 
Regulation. My Department provided an undertaking in this case in December 2020, which ef-
fectively meant that the person concerned would not be transferred to the UK before the end of 
that year.  

13/01/2021WREE03400Property Services Regulatory Authority

13/01/2021WREE03500724. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Justice if she will consider extending 
the issues on which the Property Services Regulatory Authority can adjudicate from issues of 
professional negligence or misconduct to embrace also an ombudsman’s adjudication, as ap-
plies for the financial services sector, since the consumer is similarly exposed. [1360/21]

13/01/2021WREE03600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The provision of property services to 
consumers in Ireland is subject to a detailed legislative framework of licensing, regulation, 
monitoring and enforcement, under the Property Services Regulation Act 2011 (afterwards ‘the 
Act’). The Act also established the Property Services Regulatory Authority (PSRA), a statutory 
regulatory body specifically tasked with responsibility for licensing and regulating property 
services providers (auctioneers, estate agents, letting agents and property management agents). 

Under the Property (Services) Regulation Act 2011, any business or individual who pro-
vides a property service (other than those who are subject to a similar licence or authentication 
scheme in another EU Member State) must hold a valid licence from the PSRA. The licensing 
of property services providers ensures that licensees comply with certain standards aimed at 
ensuring protection for their clients. For example, licensees must possess specified minimum 
qualifications, have available to them professional indemnity insurance and pay an annual con-
tribution to the Compensation Fund. 

The PSRA is empowered to investigate complaints of improper conduct made against li-
censed property services providers, and to launch investigations on its own initiative for the 
purpose of ensuring compliance by property services providers with their statutory obligations. 
Where a finding of improper conduct is made by the PSRA, it can impose a range of sanctions: 
namely, issue a reprimand, warning, caution or advice, suspend or revoke a licence, or direct the 
licensee to pay a financial penalty (i.e. pay up to €50,000 into the Property Services Compensa-
tion Fund, up to €50,000 to the PSRA towards the cost of the investigation, up to €250,000 to 
the PSRA by way of financial penalty or any combination of the foregoing).

The Act provides for the establishment of the Property Services Compensation Fund which 
is funded by annual contributions from licensees, and maintained and administered by the 
PSRA. A person who has suffered financial loss as a result of dishonesty on the part of a licens-
ee, or any principal officer, employee or agent or former principal officer, employee or agent of 
a licensee arising from the provision of property services on behalf of the licensee, is entitled 
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to apply to the PSRA for a grant from the Fund to compensate him/her for the loss sustained as 
a result of the dishonesty.

Businesses that are licensed to provide property services (property services employers and 
independent contractors) are also required under the Act to have in place professional indem-
nity insurance. This insurance must cover both the business, and all principal officers and em-
ployees engaged in the provision of property services on the business’s behalf. The minimum 
requirements in respect of professional indemnity insurance are set out in the Property Services 
(Regulation) Act 2011 (Professional Indemnity Insurance) Regulations 2012 (S.I. No. 182 of 
2012). 

While my Department keeps the operation of the Property Services (Regulation) Act 2011 
under review, there are no plans at present to amend the Act in the way suggested by the Deputy.

13/01/2021WREE03700Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WREE03800725. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn 
to concerns being expressed regarding the Covid-19 treatment and care of prisoners within 
the prison population, including escalating patients to hospitals if and when it is necessary. 
[1437/21]

13/01/2021WREE03900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Irish 
Prison Service has put in place an extensive range of measures to prevent Covid-19 transmis-
sion within prisons, detect early any possible infection in a prisoner or staff member and prevent 
the spread of infection should there be a confirmed case. 

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that as of 11 January, 2021 there have been 43 posi-
tive cases of Covid-19 identified amongst the prisoner population since March 2020, with the 
first case in September 2020. Of the 43 confirmed prisoner cases 23 were community acquired 
infections and 20 were prison based.

To date, none of the cases have required hospital treatment and the Irish Prison Service 
inform me that there are procedures in place for this eventuality should it become necessary.

The measures which have been introduced are guided by the advice of the National Public 
Health Emergency Team and consistent with the prison specific guidance for the management 
of Covid-19 issued by the World Health Organisation and guidance of the Council of Europe.

The Deputy may wish to note that there is a Primary Healthcare service available at each 
prison consisting of doctors and nurses who are responsible for the management of healthcare 
issues including the treatment of Covid-19. To date, all positive Covid-19 cases in the prisoner 
population have been managed in the relevant prison and there has been no requirement to 
transfer any prisoner to hospital. If however the prison healthcare service consider that a pris-
oner requires hospital treatment they would refer the prisoner to the relevant hospital, alerting 
in advance that they are sending a Covid-19 patient. The prisoner in question would be trans-
ferred to the hospital via an ambulance.

I wish to assure the Deputy that the Irish Prison Service continues to manage the risks and 
challenges faced in a prison context during the Covid-19 pandemic in line with public health 
guidelines. In doing so, it maintains a close working relationship with my Department, relevant 
criminal justice authorities, the National Public Health Emergency Team and the HSE.
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13/01/2021WREE04000Garda Training

13/01/2021WREE04100726. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice if additional funding will be 
made available to Garda recruits who  have had their training period extended until 31 Janu-
ary 2021 as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[1479/21]

13/01/2021WREE04200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will appreciate, it is the 
Garda Commissioner who is responsible for the management and administration of An Garda 
Síochána, including personnel matters. As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that there are currently two classes of Garda Train-
ees allocated to training stations; class 202 and 203. I am further informed that class 202 is 
expected to attest on 19 January 2021.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that for the duration of their training, all trainees are 
paid an allowance of €184 per week. In addition to this €184 per week, while on duty at train-
ing stations, trainees are also entitled to claim appropriate rates of subsistence for each tour of 
duty they work. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that there is sufficient funds in the Garda budget to 
ensure that this expenditure can be met in relation to these Garda Trainees.

  Question No. 727 answered with Question No. 689.

13/01/2021WREE04400Departmental Reports

13/01/2021WREE04500728. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice if the Drogheda scoping report 
has been completed; the timeframe for when it will be available; if she has made preliminary 
decisions based on the recommendations as set out; and if she will outline any other relevant 
details in the matter. [1648/21]

13/01/2021WREE04600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to inform the Deputy that the report 
of the Drogheda scoping exercise carried out by Mr Vivian Geiran is expected to be delivered 
shortly.

Despite the challenges related to the CoVID-19 pandemic and the resulting restrictions, Mr 
Geiran has been able to engage and meet with over 70 individuals, representing over 30 bodies 
in the area. My Department will arrange for publication of Mr Geiran’s scoping report in the 
coming weeks following receipt of the finalised report. 

Officials within my Department will carefully consider the actions and recommendations in 
Mr Geiran’s report and engage with relevant services and stakeholders in Drogheda in order to 
take them forward.

13/01/2021WREE04700Bench Warrants

13/01/2021WREE04800729. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Justice the number of bench 
warrants outstanding in the Limerick Garda division as of 31 December 2020; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [1668/21]

13/01/2021WREE04900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda 
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Commissioner is by law responsible for the administration and business of An Garda Síochána, 
including the allocation of Garda resources, in light of identified operational demands. As Min-
ister, I have no role in these matters. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, difficulties in relation to the execution of warrants, including 
bench warrants, are a long-standing issue for many police services around the world; notably 
relating to persons actively seeking to evade detection and where limited identification informa-
tion might be available to support enforcement.  I am assured however that An Garda Síochána 
execute warrants as expeditiously as possible, giving priority to the execution of warrants relat-
ing to serious crimes.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that there were 992 bench warrants outstanding in 
Limerick Division as of 31 December 2020. 

13/01/2021WREE05000Garda Deployment

13/01/2021WREE05100730. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Justice the number of Garda 
public service vehicle inspectors attached to Limerick Garda division as of 31 December 2020; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1669/21]

13/01/2021WREE05200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am informed by the Garda authorities 
that there is currently one PSV Inspector attached to the Limerick Garda Division.

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner is by law responsible for the man-
agement and administration of An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters and deploy-
ment of resources.  The allocation of Garda resources is made in light of identified operational 
demand.  This includes deployment of personnel among the various Garda Divisions.  As Min-
ister, I have no direct role in the matter. 

I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of policing priorities and crime trends, to ensure their optimum 
use.  I understand that it is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the 
optimum distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her, having regard to 
the profile of each area within the Division and its specific needs.  

13/01/2021WREE05300Immigration Status

13/01/2021WREE05400731. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination for residency and naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [1720/21]

13/01/2021WREE05500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): If an application for asylum or subsid-
iary protection has been made in the State, for confidentiality reasons it is not the practice to 
comment on such applications and the applicant or their legal representative should contact 
either the International Protection Office (IPO) or the International Protection Appeals Tribunal 
(IPAT) directly, as appropriate.

The IPO may be contacted either by email to info@ipo.gov.ie, by telephone to the IPO 
Customer Service Centre at 01 6028008 or in writing to Customer Service Centre, International 
Protection Office, 79-83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. The IPAT may be contacted either by 
email to info@protectionappeals.ie, by telephone at 01-4748400 (or Lo-Call 1890 201 458), or 
in writing to Corporate Services Division, The International Protection Appeals Tribunal, 6-7 
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Hanover Street East, Dublin D02 W320.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose. This service enables up-to-date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

13/01/2021WREE05600Garda Operations

13/01/2021WREE05700732. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice the funding provided under 
the Garda youth diversion scheme in each the years 2018 to 2020. inclusive, for organisations 
in County Louth and east County Meath; if there are plans within her Department to expand the 
scheme in the area in view of the significant criminality that has occurred in Drogheda and its 
hinterlands over the past 24 months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1752/21]

13/01/2021WREE05800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): I can inform 
the Deputy that I am very conscious of how the impact of crime affects the quality of life for 
local communities.  Preventing children getting involved in criminality and diverting children 
away from it when they have already become involved is a key priority for me as Minister for 
Justice and the new Programme for Government, Our Shared Future,  contains a number of 
commitments with regard to tackling crime.

Details of the funding allocations sought for the Garda Youth Diversion Projects in Co. 
Louth and East Meath over the last 24 months are set out in the table below. 

[https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq732-13-01-21_en.docx]

Proposals to strengthen the work of Garda Youth Diversion Projects in the area are being 
examined at present and it is anticipated that decisions will be made shortly in the context of the 
overall funding available for 2021. 

I am further informed that currently there are 105 Garda Youth Diversion Projects nation-
wide.  The intention is to further develop this service so that it is available to every child in 
the State who could benefit from it, through an ongoing expansion of existing services and the 
foundation of new projects where necessary.

The projects are being developed to provide family support to the parents of young people 
participating in the projects, and are undertaking early intervention and preventative work. 
The role of the projects in relation to harder-to-engage young people is being enhanced and 
extended as part of the evolving Youth Justice system.  

The Department is supporting the ongoing development of practice in Garda Youth Diver-
sion Projects through the Action Research Project led by the University of Limerick. The Ac-
tion Research Project works directly with front-line Youth Justice Workers from local projects 
to develop interventions and best practice. Based on initial outcomes from the Action Research 
Project, and evaluations of a number of pilot projects, it is intended to develop proposals to ex-
pand the existing services. This would ensure national coverage and a stronger focus on difficult 
issues such as the hard-to-reach cohort. 

These issues are addressed in the draft Youth Justice Strategy 2020-2026, which I intend to 
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finalise and bring to Government shortly.

13/01/2021WREE05900Garda Stations

13/01/2021WREE06000733. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Justice if there are plans to increase 
opening times and personnel in Garda stations located in Ardee, Collon and Dunleer, County 
Louth; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1763/21]

13/01/2021WREE06100Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware 
that the Garda Commissioner is by law responsible for the management of An Garda Síochána, 
including personnel matters, deployment of resources and opening times of Garda stations.  As 
Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda manage-
ment keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends 
and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the table bellow sets out the opening times for 
Garda Stations located in Ardee, Collon and Dunleer, Co. Louth:  

Garda Station Opening Time
Ardee Garda station Daily 9am - 5pm & Evenings 9pm-10pm
Collon Monday to Saturday 10am - 1pm. Sunday 12pm -1pm
Dunleer Between 8am - 6pm for 4 hours on working says. (Depending on roster arrangements)

The opening hours of all Garda stations are kept under ongoing review by Garda manage-
ment and I have no role in this matter. I am informed that overall policing arrangements and 
operational strategies are continually monitored and reviewed. Such monitoring ensures that 
optimum use is made of Garda Resources and the best possible Garda service is provided to the 
general public. 

As the Deputy is aware the allocation and transfer of Garda Personnel is determined by a 
number of factors, including crime and non-crime workload, minimum establishment, popula-
tion, area, policing arrangements, operational strategies and transfers applications, including 
welfare issues. When allocations are taking place, comprehensive consultation is carried out 
with Local Management during which all factors are taken into consideration. Where a defi-
ciency in resources is identified, the matter is considered fully and addressed accordingly. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that at 31 December 2021, there were 393 Gardaí 
assigned to Louth Division. This is an increase of almost 37% since 2015, when there were 287 
Gardaí assigned to the Division.  

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number of Gardaí stationed in County Louth 
at 31 December 2021 is as follows: 

[https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq733-13-01-21_en.docx]

The Deputy may also wish to be aware that 157 probationer Gardaí have been assigned to 
Louth Division since the opening of the Garda college in 2014. 75 probationer Gardaí were 
assigned to Drogheda District, 68 were assigned to Dundalk District and 14 were assigned to 
Ardee District. 

A detailed breakdown of Garda numbers by Division, District and Station is available on 
my Department’s website, in the interests of transparency and for the convenience of Deputies 
and the wider public.  This information is updated every month with the latest data provided by 
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An Garda Síochána. The Information on Garda members may be accessed at the following link: 
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce  

13/01/2021WREE06200Consultancy Contracts

13/01/2021WREE06300734. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Justice the details in respect of 
her Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifically Covid-19-related work, services 
or advice; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [1796/21]

13/01/2021WREE06400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to advise the Deputy that one con-
sultancy firm was used for COVID-19 related work, services or advice. 

The Department availed of ARUP Advisory Services to assist with its COVID-19 Manage-
ment Response. ARUP provided advice on the physical density capacity of the Department’s 
public offices in preparation for a safe return of essential staff required for business continuity 
purposes. This was in response to the Return to Work Safely Protocol, published by Govern-
ment in early May, which placed a number of obligations on both employers and staff aimed at 
limiting the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace. 

Advisory and support services were sought for the Department’s facilities at Mount Street, 
Burgh Quay, Hanover Street and 51 St. Stephen’s Green.

13/01/2021WREE06500Garda Equipment

13/01/2021WREE06600735. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if a schedule of the entire 
number of firearms at the disposal of An Garda Síochána will be provided by the number of 
same by weapon type, manufacturer and or brand. [1808/21]

13/01/2021WREE06700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will appreciate that the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible by law for the management and  administration of An Garda Sío-
chána.  I, as Minister, have no direct role in these matter.

I have requested information from the Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter but it 
was unfortunately not possible to compile it in the time available. 

I will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.

13/01/2021WREE06800Garda Training

13/01/2021WREE06900736. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the level of firearms train-
ing provided to armed Garda personnel in each of the years 2018 to 2020, inclusive, and to date 
in 2021; the number of gardaí by grade or rank with firearms training; the type of weapon they 
are trained to carry and or use; the company engaged to provide training; the cost of training on 
an annual basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1809/21]

13/01/2021WREE07000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will appreciate that the Garda 
Commissioner is by law responsible for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including the training of its members and civilian staff.  I, as Minister, have no direct 
role in the matter. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that firearms training is provided by Firearms In-
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structors attached to the Garda College and Special Tactics and Operations Command (S.T.O.C.) 
under the governance of the Director of Training, Garda College.

Members attached to regular units and Detective units are trained in handling handguns 
only, namely the Smith and Wesson revolver, the Sig Sauer P226 pistol and the Walther semi-
automatic pistol.

Specialist Units such as the Emergency Response Unit and the Armed Support Unit are 
trained in handling the Sig Sauer pistol, H&K MP7 Sub-machine gun, Taser and 40mm direct 
impact munitions (Less Lethal options).

For the Deputy’s information listed below are figures for attendance at firearms training in 
each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, and the number of members trained each year by rank.

Overall number of firearms training places taken up by members each year

2018 2019 2020 
11,296 8,435 13,520
Number of members trained each year by rank*

Year Garda Sergeant Inspector Superintendent Chief Supt
2018 9755 1439 82 14 6
2019 7247 1097 65 22 4
2020 11483 1876 130 25 6
*These figures refers to the number of members that attended firearms training.  Some mem-

bers have attended multiple firearms training courses. 

Please note it is not possible to provide an overall cost of firearms training on an annual 
basis given that subsistence and travel expenses are borne by the Division of the member being 
trained, and to compile this information would involve a disproportionate expenditure of Garda 
resources.

13/01/2021WRFF00200Garda Data

13/01/2021WRFF00300737. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if a schedule will be provid-
ed of the number of direct impact munitions, sprays and tasers that An Garda Síochána had at 
its disposal in 2019 and 2020; and the number of officers trained to use these devices. [1810/21]

13/01/2021WRFF00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will appreciate that the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible by law for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána.  I, as Minister, have no direct role in these matters.

I have requested information from the Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter but it 
was unfortunately not possible to compile it in the time available.

I will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.

13/01/2021WRFF00500European Arrest Warrant

13/01/2021WRFF00600738. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice the systems in place with the 
UK to replace the European arrest warrant scheme; and if she will make a statement on the mat-



13 January 2021

417

ter. [1815/21]

13/01/2021WRFF00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware the European Ar-
rest Warrant is an internal EU instrument used exclusively among Member States and subject 
to the jurisprudence of the Court of Justice of the EU and as such it ceased to apply between the 
EU and the UK at the end of the transition period.

I can inform the Deputy that the agreement reached on the future relationship between 
the EU and the UK as set out in the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European 
Union and the United Kingdom includes agreement on surrender which is set out in Part 3, 
Title VII of that agreement. The arrangements agreed will enable the swift surrender of persons 
sought in relation to criminal proceedings between the EU Member States and the UK and will 
avoid lengthy extradition procedures by providing for  streamlined  procedures, strict deadlines, 
robust safeguards, procedural rights and judicial control.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has recently made an order under the European Arrest War-
rant (Application to Third Countries and Amendment) and Extradition (Amendment) Act 2012 
in order to facilitate the operation of this process.

13/01/2021WRFF00800Garda Data

13/01/2021WRFF00900739. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of times mem-
bers of An Garda Síochána discharged a firearm during the course of their duty in 2019 and 
2020; and the number of times persons sustained gunshot injuries in 2020. [1922/21]

13/01/2021WRFF01000740. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of times mem-
bers of An Garda Síochána used pepper spray in the course of their work in 2019 and 2020; and 
the breakdown of the use of pepper spray in 2020, by county. [1923/21]

13/01/2021WRFF01100741. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of times mem-
bers of An Garda Síochána used tasers in the course of their work in 2019 and 2020; and the 
breakdown on the use of tasers in 2020, by county. [1924/21]

13/01/2021WRFF01200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 739 to 
741, inclusive, together.

The Deputy will appreciate that the Garda Commissioner is responsible by law for the man-
agement and  administration of An Garda Síochána.  I, as Minister, have no direct role in these 
matters.

An Garda Síochána have supplied me with the figures in the below table with regard to the 
use of OC (‘pepper’) spray, tasers and firearms by members of An Garda Síochána during the 
year 2020.

I  have also requested information from the Garda Commissioner with regard to the year 
2019 and the number of times persons sustained gunshot injuries in 2020, however it was un-
fortunately not possible to compile it in the time available.

I will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.

It should also be noted that figures for the use of Firearm includes the 40mm launcher used 
by the Armed Support Units, which is a non-lethal weapon. 
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2020 OC Spray Taser Firearm
Jan-20 107 0 0
Feb-20 62 1 0
Mar-20 73 0 3
Apr-20 73 2 2
May-20 89 4 3
Jun-20 72 4 1
Jul-20 76 4 5
Aug-20 80 5 1
Sep-20 79 5 0
Oct-20 54 4 0
Nov-20 55 2 1
Dec-20 87 3 1
Total 907 34 17

13/01/2021WRFF01500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRFF01600742. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health if the task force on the Covid-19 
vaccination will be requested to include persons with Down’s syndrome in the group of people 
aged 18 to 64 years with certain medical conditions document by the provisional vaccine al-
location group. [44557/20]

13/01/2021WRFF01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy was developed by the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and De-
partment of Health, endorsed by the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and 
approved by Government on 8 December 2020.

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable.

This includes people with a disability who are over 65 years old and living in long term 
residential care facilities and the healthcare workers who care for them.

It is important to note that people with a disability are not a homogenous group and, there-
fore, each individual will be vaccinated in the group that is appropriate to them.

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally.

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence.
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Further information on the Strategy can be found at:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

13/01/2021WRFF01800Trade Agreements

13/01/2021WRFF01900743. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if he will continue to apply re-
strictions based on domestic legislation in contravention of EU trade law and the advice of the 
European Commission in view of the fact that EU hemp-derived products made from the entire 
plant, with not more than 0.2% tetrahydrocannabinol or THC, are protected under Articles 34 
and 36 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, TFEU, and are not controlled 
within the UN Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44723/20]

13/01/2021WRFF02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Cannabis, cannabis resin, cannabinol 
and cannabinol derivatives are controlled under Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 
2017 – 2020.

There is no reference to extracts of the cannabis plant being controlled in these Regulations. 
Products containing CBD, that are extracted from the whole Cannabis sativa plant, are not 
considered controlled in their own right, but may contain controlled substances, such as delta-
9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC).

The final CBD product placed on the market must not contain any level of THC as there 
is no permitted level of THC. The product must also comply with the relevant legislation (e.g. 
food legislation, cosmetics legislation). 

Consideration as to whether a product contains a controlled drug substance, such as THC, 
would fall under the remit of officers authorised under the Misuse of Drugs legislative frame-
work, which include, officers of the Revenue Commissioners and An Garda Síochána.

13/01/2021WRFF02100Departmental Legal Costs

13/01/2021WRFF02200744. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the cost to the State in defending 
the 115 court cases brought since late 2018 by parents whose children did not receive an as-
sessment of need in a timely manner; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44814/20]

13/01/2021WRFF02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way.

The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRFF02400Public Sector Pay
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13/01/2021WRFF02500745. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the steps he has taken to help 
ensure pay restoration for employees in the remaining 250 organisations that employ section 39 
workers and have not received pay restoration to date; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44830/20]

13/01/2021WRFF02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): An agreement was reached between the 
parties at the Workplace Relations Commission in October 2018, in relation to a process of pay 
restoration for staff employed by 50 pilot agencies.  Pay restoration commenced in April 2019 
with an annual pay increase of up to €1,000.  Any outstanding balance would be paid in two 
equal amounts in 2020 and 2021, if due.

The agreement reached at the WRC noted that some of the organisations (approximately 
250) which did not form part of the pilot phase are also likely to have pay restoration issues.  It 
stated that a process of engagement to address this would commence in 2019.

Since late 2019, there was a number of meetings between the parties at the WRC, in relation 
to this next phase.  The HSE have been costing this next phase of pay restoration and engage-
ment has been taking place with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding a 
proposal to resolve these pay restoration issues.

I can confirm that following engagement at the Workplace Relations Commission in early 
December, the parties reached an agreement. A payment arrangement consisting of three phases 
was agreed with the first two payments to be made in 2021.

13/01/2021WRFF02700General Data Protection Regulation

13/01/2021WRFF02800746. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the period under the general 
data protection regulation, GDPR, a hospital must wait before passing the contact details for a 
patient whose bill remains unpaid to a debt collection agency; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [44907/20]

13/01/2021WRFF02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the 
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing 
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the annual National Service Plan.

These charges typically include:

- Out-patient charges;

- Emergency Department charges;

- Daily in-patient charges; and

- Long-term stay charges.

There are cohorts of people who are exempt from these charges, including, but not limited 
to persons with full eligibility, women receiving services in respect of motherhood, children up 
to the age of six weeks, children suffering from diseases prescribed under section 52 (2) of the 
Act, and persons receiving services for the diagnosis or treatment of infectious diseases.

In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private accommodation charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.

The non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided 
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by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all 
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are 
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful.

The operational detail of this question is a matter for the HSE and I have asked them to re-
spond to you directly in relation to that detail.

13/01/2021WRFF03000Motorised Transport Grant

13/01/2021WRFF03100747. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to reintroduce a 
motorised transport grant for persons with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45067/20]

13/01/2021WRFF03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): By way of 
background, two schemes, the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant, were put 
in place in 1979 and 1968 respectively, for operation by the Health Service Executive (HSE) 
at a time when there was limited availability of accessible public transport.  The Government 
decided to close these administrative schemes in 2013, on foot of the reports of the Ombudsman 
in 2011 and 2012 regarding the legal status of both Schemes in the context of the Equal Status 
Acts. 

In 2013, the Government also decided to continue payment of the monthly Mobility Allow-
ance on an interim basis, to those who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance at the time that 
the Scheme closed.  Of the 4,700 individuals in receipt of the Mobility Allowance (€9 million 
per annum) when the Scheme closed in 2013, there were 3,648 people in receipt of the interim 
payments at September, 2020. 

At the whole of Government level, the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021 
sets the overall framework for the equal participation of people with disabilities in society.  
Monitoring of the implementation of the Strategy is being overseen by the National Disability 
Inclusion Strategy Steering Group which comprises key Government Departments, the Na-
tional Disability Authority and the Disability Stakeholders Group.  

Under the Strategy,  the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport has responsibility for 
the continued development of accessibility and availability of accessible public transport and 
is committed to the continued development of accessible public transport in recognition of the 
importance of such services to the lives of people with disabilities.   

Work is ongoing on the policy proposals for the provision of transport supports for people 
with disabilities.  I intend to revert to Government with proposals in due course.  Recent devel-
opments which will impact on the policy options include the following:

- The ongoing progress by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in providing ac-
cessible public transport nationally and that Department’s public consultation, to review active 
travel and public transport policy, including accessible public transport;

- The Cost of Disability Study currently underway which was commissioned by the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection as part of Budget 2019.  The research, when 
complete, will inform policy direction in relation to the provision of adequate supports to meet 
the needs of people with disabilities, including transport costs; and

- The Working Group established under Action 104 of the National Disability Inclusion 
Strategy by the Department of Justice and Equality which states that:- ‘We will lead a review 
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of transport supports encompassing all Government funded transport and mobility schemes for 
people with disabilities, to enhance the options for transport to work or employment supports 
for people with disabilities and will develop proposals for development of a coordinated plan 
for such provision. This plan will have regard to making the most efficient use of available 
transport resources.”

Other transport supports available to persons with disabilities in the State include the Free 
Travel Scheme operated by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; the 
Revenue Commissioners Disabled Drivers and Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme; and 
CLÁR funding, approved by the then Minister for Rural and Community Development, to vol-
untary organisations providing transport for people with significant mobility issues.

13/01/2021WRFF03300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRFF03400748. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will address a series of 
matters (details supplied) concerning the provision of educational supplies during the last lock-
down; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1424/21]

13/01/2021WRFF03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As you aware, Ireland is at level 5 of 
the Government’s medium-term Strategy Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living 
with COVID-19.  This 5-level framework sets out what is permitted for social or family gather-
ings, work and public transport, bars, hotels and restaurants, exercise activities and religious 
services, at that moment in time.

The public health measures recognise the need to reduce congregation and interactions be-
tween people to reduce the transmission of Covid-19. The number of people allowed to gather 
in different scenarios in the plan is based on a review of international practice and the judgment 
of public health experts. It seeks to balance the risks of different types of gatherings against the 
desire to allow normal activities to proceed in so far as possible. The measures in place for each 
level reflect the prevailing disease situation and recognise that we can and must prioritise some 
activities over others. 

At level 5, all non-essential retail, and all non-essential services must remain closed. Infor-
mation in relation to the current public health measures in relation to essential retail/essential 
services at level 5 is available at:- https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/

The Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) (NO. 10) Regu-
lations 2020 Regulation (S.I. 701 of 2020), sets out the relevant businesses or services under 
the current public health measures.  Statutory Instruments related to the Covid-19 pandemic are 
available here:  https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-
the-covid-19-pandemic/

13/01/2021WRFF03600Hospital Equipment

13/01/2021WRFF03700749. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to reports that a number of oxygen generators purchased by University Hospital Galway in 
2020 in response to the Covid-19 crisis have proven deficient and are not currently in use; if this 
matter is being investigated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1448/21]

13/01/2021WRFF03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.
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13/01/2021WRFF03900National Children’s Hospital

13/01/2021WRFF04000750. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health his views on the reported use of 
controversial insulation material in the construction of the national children’s hospital that was 
cited in the Grenfell Tower inquiry in the UK; if he is satisfied that the material is safe to use at 
the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1644/21]

13/01/2021WRFF04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the NPHDB has statutory respon-
sibility for planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital, I have 
referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

13/01/2021WRFF04200Nursing Staff

13/01/2021WRFF04300751. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given to 
abolishing the nursing registration fee for 2021 (details supplied). [1972/21]

13/01/2021WRFF04400908. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he has or is due to waive the 
Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, registration fee for the 2020-21 period; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1033/21]

13/01/2021WRFF04500925. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene to ensure that 
nurses and midwives are not forced to pay the €100 NMBI retention fee in 2021 in recognition 
of their efforts during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1093/21]

13/01/2021WRFF04600962. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he will refund the €100 
NMBI registration charge for 2021 in view of the work performed by front-line staff in hospi-
tals during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1219/21]

13/01/2021WRFF047001090. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will provide funding to the 
NMBI to cover the cost of nurses’ annual retention fee in view of the work done by it during 
Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1775/21]

13/01/2021WRFF04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 751, 
908, 925, 962 and 1090 together.

Responsibility for the regulation of nurses and midwives in Ireland rests with the Nursing 
and Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI).

NMBI is an independent regulatory body established under the Nurses and Midwives Act 
2011. While my Department is responsible for the oversight and governance of the NMBI, I 
have no role in setting or approving fees.

Under the Nurses and Midwives Act 2011, the  NMBI is required to be self-financing, and 
the Annual Retention Fee is required to carry out their statutory obligations to protect the integ-
rity of the practice of the professions of nursing and midwifery, and to protect the public. The 
annual retention fee was set by the NMBI in 2014 at €100 and is its main source of income in 
order to full these obligations.

13/01/2021WRFF04900Primary Care Centres

13/01/2021WRFF05000752. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the status of the development 
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of a primary health centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44646/20]

13/01/2021WRFF05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the HSE has responsibility for the 
provision, along with the  maintenance and operation of Primary Care Centres and other Pri-
mary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to reply directly to the  Deputy.

13/01/2021WRFF05200General Practitioner Services

13/01/2021WRFF05300753. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the options available to a 
person with underlying health conditions who has returned to Tralee, County Kerry, but cannot 
get a general practitioner to take him or her on, as no GP in the area is taking on new patients 
due to Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44650/20]

13/01/2021WRFF05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Where a GMS patient experiences diffi-
culty in finding a GP to accept him/her as a patient, the person concerned having unsuccessfully 
applied to at least three GPs in the area can apply to the HSE National Medical Card Unit which 
has the power to assign that person to a GP’s GMS patient list.

People who do not hold a medical card or GP visit card access GP services on a private 
basis and can make enquiries directly to any GP practice they wish to register with. As private 
contractors, it is a matter for each individual GP to decide whether to accept additional private 
patients.

While there is currently exceptional demand for GP services in the context of Covid-19, 
GPs continue to see patients for non-Covid related services where necessary, albeit with infec-
tion-control measures in place. Nurse and doctor advice is provided over the phone where ap-
propriate, and only patients who are clinically assessed as requiring a face to face consultation 
with a doctor are referred for an appointment.

The Government is aware of the underlying workforce issues currently facing general prac-
tice, including the limited access to GP services in certain areas, and has implemented a number 
of measures to improve recruitment and retention in general practice. These measures will help 
make general practice a more attractive career option for doctors and will increase the number 
of doctors in general practice, improving long-term access to GP services for patients through-
out the country.

13/01/2021WRFF05500Health Services Staff

13/01/2021WRFF05600754. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if a commitment will be given that 
staff working in the integration, intervention services will not be redeployed when the roll-out 
of the Covid-19 vaccination commences. [44659/20]

13/01/2021WRFF05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRFF05800Disability Services Provision

13/01/2021WRFF05900755. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if his Department will publish the 
timeline for the 100% return of disability services. [44660/20]
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13/01/2021WRFF06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): On January 
6th 2021, the Health Service Executive (HSE) issued revised guidance measures for Disability 
Services in the context of current high levels of Covid 19 transmission rates in the community. 
The revised guidance reflects Government’s intention that disability services will remain open 
at each level of the Resilience and Recovery Framework, subject to evolving public health 
guidance.

Service providers have been asked not to take unilateral action in relation to the provision 
of services and to ensure that robust communications plan are put in place to ensure that each 
service user and their families have a clear understanding of services to be provided during this 
current phase.

The following guidance is under continuing review and will be guided by Public Health 
advice:

1. Residential & PA/home support: Residential and home support/ personal assistant servic-
es continue to be prioritised and delivered subject to a revised Risk Assessment, Public Health 
Guidance and direction.

2. Respite Services: People with complex medical/clinical needs are to remain at home and 
will receive home support where possible, subject to risk assessment and prioritisation criteria.

3. Children’s Services: Therapy services for children with disabilities have been identified 
as “Level 1” in the HSE business continuity plan.  Services will continue to be provided either 
remotely or face to face as appropriate during the current COVID-19 restrictions. The provision 
of Assessments of Need under the Disability Act continues to be a priority and each CHO area 
will continue to evaluate their plans on an on-going basis.

4. Adult Day Services: Extra funding has been provided to build capacity in buildings and to 
provide extra staff. This will ensure that maximum services will continue at a scale so that they 
can be provided safely to those most in need. Day services continue to be prioritised and deliv-
ered subject to a revised Risk Assessment, Public Health Guidance and direction. People with 
complex medical/ clinical related needs are to remain at home and, where possible to receive 
the same number of hours support in the home as they had been in receipt of pre-Christmas 
in day service locations. Providers have been asked to reduce contacts via hubs/bubbles, with 
dedicated staff for dedicated service users, where possible. Where families are uncomfortable 
with allowing their family member to return to a day service location, a package of support 
within available resources will be agreed with the service user and family.

The full guidance is available on the HSE website at: 

https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/
guidance-measures-for-disability-services-with-current-high-levels-of-covid-19-community-
transmission.pdf 

13/01/2021WRFF06100Disability Services Data

13/01/2021WRFF06200756. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of disability services 
by county; the current capacity of each; and the plan to address the backlog of therapy sessions. 
[44661/20]

13/01/2021WRFF06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children 
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and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way.

The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRFF06400Hospital Equipment

13/01/2021WRFF06500757. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the details of the deep brain 
stimulation service for Parkinson’s disease in the Mater Hospital, Dublin. [44670/20]

13/01/2021WRFF06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRFF06700Health Services Staff

13/01/2021WRFF06800758. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) who 
was recently interviewed for a grade 4 position within the HSE community healthcare organi-
sation or CHO 3, can have previous interviews taken into account for the position based on 
extenuating circumstances; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44681/20]

13/01/2021WRFF06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE as the employing 
agency in this case to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter.  I wish to pass along my 
condolences to your constituent on the passing of her father.  May he rest in peace.

13/01/2021WRFF07000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRFF07100759. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he plans to restrict access to 
services or activities to persons who choose not to receive a Covid-19 vaccination; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44684/20]

13/01/2021WRFF07200812. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding vaccine passports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44900/20]

13/01/2021WRFF07300939. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if a vaccine certificate is part of 
his implementation plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1135/21]

13/01/2021WRFF07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 759, 
812 and 939 together.

It is important to differentiate between a vaccine certificate, the purpose of which is to iden-
tify and monitor people who have been vaccinated, with the notion of an immunity passport 
which might exempt people from public health measures on the basis that the person is purport-
edly immune to SARS-CoV-2.

Vaccine certificates are required in order to keep track of which vaccine (including which 
batch of a vaccine) has been given to a person and on which dates. This allows for follow up 
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and monitoring of any adverse events.  The HSE is planning for the production of Vaccine cer-
tificates at part of its implementation planning for a Covid 19 vaccination programme.

Immunity passports are problematic on a number of grounds. It is not yet clear if the pro-
posed vaccines for Covid 19 actually stop people getting the virus. It is also not clear whether 
the thresholds for protective immunity are the same in all groups e.g. older persons or those 
who are immunosuppressed. Thus, it is premature to discuss immunity passports due to the 
many uncertainties that still exist regarding immunity against the novel corona virus.  The 
WHO has cautioned Governments against introducing immunity passports at this time and has 
advised that the focus should be on vaccine certificates. 

13/01/2021WRFF07500Public Sector Staff

13/01/2021WRFF07600760. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if any employee of his Depart-
ment or HSE employee above the minimum point of the grade VIII salary scale has declared 
an interest regarding a company (details supplied); if such an employee has any role regarding 
aeromedical services operated within the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44688/20]

13/01/2021WRFF07700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A civil servant who occupies a desig-
nated position for the purposes of the Ethics in Public Office Acts must complete and furnish 
an annual statement of interests, i.e. of any interest held by the person or by his or her spouse 
or civil partner, child or child of spouse, which could materially influence the person in or in 
relation to the performance of his or her official functions.

Having reviewed the most recent returns made by civil servants in designated positions in 
the Department of Health, no person has declared an interest in the company concerned.

I have also referred this question to the HSE for direct reply in respect of its own employees.

13/01/2021WRFF07800Health Services

13/01/2021WRFF07900761. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44692/20]

13/01/2021WRFF08000809. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if he will consider lifting 
restrictions on live music at locations hosting weddings; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44893/20]

13/01/2021WRFF08100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 761 
and 809 together.

Ireland is now at level 5 of the Government’s medium-term Plan Resilience and Recovery 
2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19, which sets out Ireland’s approach to managing 
and living with COVID-19 in a range of areas over a period of 6 – 9 months.

The Plan aims to allow society and businesses to operate as normally as possible, while 
protecting our key priorities of supporting and maintaining health and social care services, 
keeping education and childcare services open and protecting the most vulnerable members of 
our communities.

The various limits at all levels in the Government’s Plan are all designed to reduce the num-
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ber of households mixing with each other and cut down the virus’s chances of spreading into 
more homes. It seeks to balance the risks of different types of gatherings against the desire to 
allow normal activities to proceed in so far as possible.

As I’m sure the Deputies can appreciate, COVID-19 spreads when individuals and groups 
come into close contact with one another, enabling the virus to move from one person to an-
other. COVID-19 is infectious in a person with no symptoms, or for the period of time before 
they develop symptoms.  In certain settings, such as weddings, higher noise levels due to music, 
can force people into close proximity, requiring them to raise their voices or shout to commu-
nicate thus increasing the risk of spreading the virus to others.  Under the current public health 
measures in place for Covid-19 live music is not permitted at weddings.  It is not possible to 
say what public health measures will be in place in the future.  The public health advice relating 
to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the National Public Health Emergency Team 
(NPHET),  by my Department and by the Government . The measures in place and the public 
health advice have been adapted to the changing circumstances and this will continue to be the 
case for the foreseeable future.

Details of the public health measures currently in place for weddings can be found at:- 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/#weddings

You may also wish to note that Fáilte Ireland has provided guidelines for the hospitality 
industry which includes guidance on weddings and is available at: - https://failtecdn.azureedge.
net/failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Hotels-and-Guesthouses.pdf

13/01/2021WRGG00200Medical Aids and Appliances

13/01/2021WRGG00300762. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with tariffs on 
prosthetics in a hard Brexit situation; his plans to address the increased cost of same; if costs 
will be met by the State; his plans to develop new supply chains within the EU; and his plans 
to bring the discretionary medical card for prosthetics in line with articles in the Lisbon treaty 
and the UNCPRD. [44694/20]

13/01/2021WRGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRGG00500Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRGG00600763. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44695/20]

13/01/2021WRGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.
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Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRGG00800Departmental Strategies

13/01/2021WRGG00900764. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if a successor to the National 
Sexual Health Strategy 2015-2020 is being developed; if so, the timelines for same; the way in 
which he plans to have interested stakeholders contribute to the formation of a new strategy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44701/20]

13/01/2021WRGG01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Deputy 
will be aware that 2020 was intended to be the final year in the lifetime of the current National 
Sexual Health Strategy. 

It had been envisaged that the Department of Health and the HSE Sexual Health Crisis Preg-
nancy Programme would, in 2020, review the position with regard to the future direction of the 
Strategy. However, it was necessary to postpone this work due to the urgent need to mobilise 
and prioritise resources in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

It is the intention of this Department that the review of the NSHS will take place as soon as 
possible in 2021. While the outcome of this review will determine the future direction of the 
Strategy, it will also be necessary to ensure that any remaining work items arising from the cur-
rent Strategy continue to be implemented. 

In light of this, officials from my Department recently wrote to the Interim Programme Lead 
for the HSE SHCPP, suggesting that we extend the lifetime of the current NSHS to the end of 
2021, and requesting that the HSE take any necessary measures to incorporate this into the 
service planning process. 

Consultation with the relevant stakeholders will be carried out in the course of the review 
process.

13/01/2021WRGG01100Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRGG01200765. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if persons between 18 and 64 
years of age with Friedreich’s Ataxia will be included in the people aged 18-64 with certain 
medical conditions category for Covid-19 vaccine roll-out; and if he will make a statement on 



Questions - Written Answers

430

the matter. [44702/20]

13/01/2021WRGG01300811. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will consider giving a 
higher priority to the medically vulnerable aged under 65 years of age for the Covid-19 vaccine; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44896/20]

13/01/2021WRGG01400815. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if carers are included in the 
any of the higher-order sequencing Covid-19 vaccine allocation groups or if they are more gen-
erally considered as part of the aged 18 to 54 years who did not have access to the vaccine in 
prior phases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44910/20]

13/01/2021WRGG01500820. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the position of family carers in 
the vaccination allocation sequencing under the national Covid-19 vaccination programme; and 
if for the purposes of the of the roll-out of the vaccine programme, family carers fall under the 
category of healthcare workers or a particular grade of key workers. [44925/20]

13/01/2021WRGG01600888. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason persons with serious 
underlying conditions aged 18 to 64 are so far down the list to receive a vaccine. [45189/20]

13/01/2021WRGG01700894. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will consider carers in 
group homes and those caring for persons with disabilities as a priority group for the roll-out 
of vaccines under the provisional allocation groups plan; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45205/20]

13/01/2021WRGG01800895. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will consider adding 
carers in the home who are caring for persons with disabilities as a priority group for the roll-out 
of vaccines under the provisional allocation groups plan (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45206/20]

13/01/2021WRGG01900905. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if special needs teachers 
seeing children with special educational needs will be included for very early vaccination; if 
carers caring for persons in their own home will be included in same; if primary and secondary 
teachers will be vaccinated as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1019/21]

13/01/2021WRGG02000985. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if student nurses will 
be offered vaccinations as a vulnerable group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1276/21]

13/01/2021WRGG02100993. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if those at high risk to Co-
vid-19 aged between 18 to 64 who live in residential care facilities will be placed in a priority 
group for the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1305/21]

13/01/2021WRGG022001008. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given to 
providing the Covid-19 vaccination to teachers, SNAs and creche workers who are being asked 
to stay on the front line along with nursing home residents and workers on the front line of the 
health services. [1348/21]

13/01/2021WRGG023001009. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the details of the prioritisation of 
vaccination for the most vulnerable of older persons not currently in nursing homes; the time-
frame for vaccination of this cohort; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1350/21]

13/01/2021WRGG024001055. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health if he will prioritise 
the roll-out of vaccinations to secondary school teachers under the Covid-19 vaccine allocation 
strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1649/21]
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13/01/2021WRGG025001065. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health when childcare workers can 
expect to receive the Covid-19 vaccine; if he will consider bringing forward the date for ad-
ministering the vaccine for these workers given the service they provide; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1684/21]

13/01/2021WRGG026001073. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the priority of the approxi-
mately 1300 cystic fibrosis patients under the provisional vaccination priority list will be re-
examined (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1725/21]

13/01/2021WRGG027001075. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding vaccination priority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1735/21]

13/01/2021WRGG028001100. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will consider 
prioritising persons with cystic fibrosis in the planned vaccine rollout alongside the elderly and 
those in care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1873/21]

13/01/2021WRGG02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 765, 
811, 815, 820, 888, 894, 895, 905, 985, 993, 1008, 1009, 1055, 1065, 1073, 1075 and 1100 
together.

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in front-line services often 
caring for the most vulnerable. 

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally. 

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence.

Further information on the Strategy can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-
provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/

13/01/2021WRGG03000Hospital Facilities

13/01/2021WRGG03100766. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to the 
progression of the 50-bed new St. Joseph’s Hospital in Ardee, County Louth; if he will provide 
other relevant details; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44704/20]

13/01/2021WRGG03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

13/01/2021WRGG03300Covid-19 Pandemic



Questions - Written Answers

432

13/01/2021WRGG03400767. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the reason persons with a dis-
ability who live in the family home or independently in the community including those with an 
intellectual disability are not listed as a priority cohort for the programme of vaccination for Co-
vid-19 given that some persons in this cohort can find it difficult to understand social distance, 
maintain cough and hand hygiene and some cannot tolerate wearing marks; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44706/20]

13/01/2021WRGG03500801. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the specific provision for per-
sons with disabilities and their carers that has been made in the provisional vaccine allocation 
group plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44860/20]

13/01/2021WRGG03600822. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the stage of the priority list at 
which persons with intellectual disabilities will be eligible for the Covid-19 vaccination roll-
out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44932/20]

13/01/2021WRGG03700893. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will consider persons 
with disabilities living in group homes and congregated settings as a higher priority for the roll-
out of vaccines under the provisional allocation groups plan (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45204/20]

13/01/2021WRGG03800984. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if adults or children 
with intellectual disabilities who are in care settings will be offered vaccinations as a vulnerable 
group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1275/21]

13/01/2021WRGG03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 767, 
801, 822, 893 and 984 together.

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first. 

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in front-line services often 
caring for the most vulnerable. 

This includes people with a disability who are over 65 years old and living in long term 
residential care facilities and the healthcare workers who care for them. 

It is important to note that people with a disability are not a homogenous group and, there-
fore, each individual will be vaccinated in the group that is appropriate to them.  

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally. 

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence. 

Further information on the Strategy can be found at:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.
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13/01/2021WRGG04000Health Services Staff

13/01/2021WRGG04100768. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the reason senior public health 
doctors have a different contract to their hospital-based colleagues with same qualifications and 
parity of recognition by the academic body and the statutory body; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44712/20]

13/01/2021WRGG04200769. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if specialist doctors in public 
health medicine are equally qualified as those in hospital medicine; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44713/20]

13/01/2021WRGG04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 768 
and 769 together.

Notwithstanding the fact that public health specialists are registered on the Medical Coun-
cil’s Specialist Register, having undergone specialist training in a manner similar to hospital 
based consultants, their historical career pathway under the public health structures in place did 
not result in consultant status.

Consultant status for public health specialists under a new public health framework was 
recommended in the Crowe Horwath Report on the Specialty published in December 2018. 
That Report followed on from MacCraith Report that recommended, inter alia, examination of 
the current and future role of health specialists in Ireland and the attractiveness of public health 
as a career option.

I, my Department and the HSE are committed to the early introduction of a new framework 
for public healthcare, as recommended by Crowe Horwath and as also provided for in the Pro-
gramme for Government. This will involve the establishment of a consultant-led public health 
model. 

My Department is working intensively with the HSE on finalisation of the future model of 
public health and with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to con-
sultant status for those taking up leadership roles within it as provided for in Crowe Horwath.

Public health specialists have and continue to play a crucial role at the forefront of Ireland’s 
response to the pandemic at national and regional levels. Establishing the Public Health Con-
sultant grade in 2021 is a key priority for me, my Department and the HSE.

13/01/2021WRGG04500Health Services Expenditure

13/01/2021WRGG04600770. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the relative cost of contact trac-
ing centres (details supplied) to the 60 specialist public health doctors over the period of the 
Covid-19 pandemic; the party which is legally responsible for the management of all complex 
contact tracing such as all outbreaks in schools and workplaces and all prevention in vulnerable 
groups such as direct provision residents and the Travelling community; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44714/20]

13/01/2021WRGG04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRGG04800EU Legislation
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13/01/2021WRGG04900771. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if he ceased regulating hemp-
derived products under domestic legislation which directly contravenes EU trade law in view of 
the fact that EU hemp-derived products made from the entire plant are protected under Articles 
34 and 36 of TFEU and are not controlled within the UN Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44720/20]

13/01/2021WRGG05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Cannabis, cannabis resin, cannabinol 
and cannabinol derivatives are controlled under Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 
2017 – 2020. 

There is no reference to extracts of the cannabis plant being controlled in these Regulations. 
Products containing CBD, that are extracted from the whole Cannabis sativa plant, are not 
considered controlled in their own right, but may contain controlled substances, such as delta-
9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). 

The final CBD product placed on the market must not contain any level of THC as there 
is no permitted level of THC. The product must also comply with the relevant legislation (e.g. 
food legislation, cosmetics legislation). 

Consideration as to whether a product contains a controlled drug substance, such as THC, 
would fall under the remit of officers authorised under the Misuse of Drugs legislative frame-
work, which include, officers of the Revenue Commissioners and An Garda Síochána.

13/01/2021WRGG05100School Facilities

13/01/2021WRGG05200772. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the public health risk assessment 
conducted at a school (details supplied); the recommendation and control levels the public 
health team had outlined to the Department of Education following increased rates of Covid-19 
transmission in the school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44733/20]

13/01/2021WRGG05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRGG05400Respite Care Services

13/01/2021WRGG05500773. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if respite will be expedited for a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44734/20]

13/01/2021WRGG05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRGG05700Medical Cards

13/01/2021WRGG05800774. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health if he will consider giving dis-
cretionary medical cards to amputees to cover the cost of artificial limbs (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44737/20]

13/01/2021WRGG05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 1970, eligibility 
for a medical card is based primarily on means. The issue of granting medical cards based on 
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having a particular disease or illness was previously examined in 2014 by the HSE Expert Panel 
on Medical Need and Medical Card Eligibility. The Group concluded that it was not feasible, 
desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medical conditions in priority order for medical card 
eligibility.  In following the Expert Group’s advice, a person’s means remains the main qualifier 
for a medical card.

The Act obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without due hardship, to ar-
range general practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having regard 
to his or her overall financial position and reasonable expenditure. Every effort is made by the 
HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to support applicants in applying for a medical 
card and, in particular, to take full account of the difficult circumstances in the case of appli-
cants who may be in excess of the income guidelines.

The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant ex-
ceeds the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra 
costs arising from an illness. Social and medical issues are also considered when determining 
whether undue hardship exists for an individual accessing general practitioner or other medical 
services.

13/01/2021WRGG06000Health Services Staff

13/01/2021WRGG06100775. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the 
number of public health nurses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44750/20]

13/01/2021WRGG06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRGG06300Hospital Facilities

13/01/2021WRGG06400776. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the funding that has been 
allocated or made available for the building of an extension to a facility (details supplied) which 
will provide an additional 60 beds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44751/20]

13/01/2021WRGG06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department have been advised by 
the Estates Division of the Health Service Executive who are responsible for the delivery of 
public healthcare infrastructure projects, that the HSE expect to commence construction work 
on the 60 bed extension to Heather House in early 2021.

Completion of the project is expected in Q4 2021. The estimated project cost is €27m ap-
prox.

13/01/2021WRGG06600Programme for Government

13/01/2021WRGG06700777. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the establish-
ment of the national medicines agency as committed to in the programme for Government; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [44752/20]

13/01/2021WRGG06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government in-
cludes a commitment to establish a National Medicines Agency, promoting national prescribing 
to reduce the cost of medicines, including via generic prescription, where appropriate, and to set 
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a fair price for drug reimbursement.

The establishment of a National Medicines Agency would require a significant body of 
work to be undertaken, to map out an integrated pharmaceutical policy function for the Agency 
and to consider the resources necessary for its establishment. That work has yet to commence, 
with the priority and focus on tackling the Covid-19 pandemic.

13/01/2021WRGG06900General Practitioner Services

13/01/2021WRGG07000778. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the practice of general practitioners charging significant administration fees to email 
prescriptions to pharmacies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44753/20]

13/01/2021WRGG07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Medicinal Products (Prescription 
and Control of Supply) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 provides for, amongst other things, the 
electronic transmission of a patient’s prescription from their GP to a pharmacy. This measure 
was put in place in response to Covid-19, to reduce the need for patients to visit their GP to 
collect their prescription.

GPs are reimbursed by the HSE for medical services provided to medical card or GP visit 
card holders, and these patients are not charged prescription fees.  As private practitioners, the 
fees charged by GPs for services to private patients, including fees regarding prescriptions, are 
a matter of private contract between the GP and their patients.

13/01/2021WRGG07200Health Services Staff

13/01/2021WRGG07300779. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the number of primary care 
psychologists and primary care staff that have been redeployed to assist with testing and trac-
ing as a result of Covid-19; when it is likely they will resume their roles; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44754/20]

13/01/2021WRGG07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRGG07500Health Services

13/01/2021WRGG07600780. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 197 of 17 September 2020, if he has considered the contents and consulted with 
his officials on the matters raised; and his plans to engage with the correspondent. [44756/20]

13/01/2021WRGG07700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department is considering the cor-
respondence and I will reply to the correspondent in due course.

13/01/2021WRGG07800Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRGG07900781. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the percentage of Covid-19 
cases reported in December 2020 involving schoolchildren or close contacts of schoolchildren. 
[44757/20]
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13/01/2021WRGG08000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRGG08100Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRGG08200782. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of schools in the 
country currently experiencing outbreaks of Covid-19. [44758/20]

13/01/2021WRGG08300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRGG08400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRGG08500783. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 90 of 10 December 2020, if he will provide the correspondence referenced in the reply. 
[44761/20]

13/01/2021WRGG08600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The documenta-
tion requested will be provided directly to the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRGG08700Medical Aids and Appliances

13/01/2021WRGG08800784. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
be provided with a specialist wheelchair with a sit to stand function; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44767/20]

13/01/2021WRGG08900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRGG09000Medicinal Products

13/01/2021WRGG09100785. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of licensing and reim-
bursement of Jorveza used to treat eosinophilic oesophagitis. [44769/20]

13/01/2021WRGG09200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a com-
pany must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimburse-
ment list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

In making a relevant reimbursement decision, the HSE is required under the Act to have re-
gard to a number of criteria including efficacy, the health needs of the public, cost effectiveness 
and potential or actual budget impact.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
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scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE). The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE and makes 
recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision frame-
work to systematically assess a drug’s clinical and cost effectiveness as a health intervention.

The HSE has advised that on 12 November 2018 it received an application for the reim-
bursement of Budesonide Orodispersible Tablets (Jorveza) for the treatment of eosinophilic 
esophagitis (EoE) in adults (older than 18 years of age).

On 30 January 2019, following the completion by the NCPE of a rapid review, the HSE 
commissioned a full pharmacoeconomic assessment with respect to this indication, as per 
agreed processes.

To date, the applicant has not submitted a HTA dossier to the NCPE for assessment. 

The application remains under consideration with the HSE. As it currently stands a com-
pleted HTA is required to progress this application, as per the formal processes governing the 
pricing and reimbursement of medicines.

13/01/2021WRGG09300Covid-19 Tests

13/01/2021WRGG09400786. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons residing 
in direct provision centres who have tested positive for Covid-19 in 2020. [44773/20]

13/01/2021WRGG09500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRHH00200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRHH00300787. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 out-
breaks experienced in direct provision centres to date. [44774/20]

13/01/2021WRHH00400788. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of direct provision 
centres currently experiencing outbreaks of Covid-19. [44775/20]

13/01/2021WRHH00500942. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 infections 
of direct provision centre residents recorded; and the number of outbreaks recorded in direct 
provision centres. [1151/21]

13/01/2021WRHH00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 787, 788 and 942 together.

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) reports on cases of Covid-19 in the 
population and is the official source of data in relation to cases, deaths and clusters based on 
confirmed figures. 

The latest data as of 02/01/2021 indicate there are 7 open outbreaks in direct provision cen-
tres. Since the start of August 2020, there has been a total of 21 outbreaks, with 158 associated 
cases. Two residents have been hospitalised, with no resident admitted to ICU and no recorded 
death. 

The HPSC is carrying out ongoing validation with the data and information.  I have there-
fore, for the purpose of accuracy, referred this request for information to the HPSC for attention 
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and direct reply to the Deputies.

The Department of Health and the HSE work closely with the Department of Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration & Youth to ensure that the health and welfare of international 
protection applicants living in direct provision are protected. The HSE has provided specific 
COVID-19 guidance for Direct Provision settings.  A range of measures are in place in direct 
provision centres to address any cases of COVID-19 if and when they arise.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to have a major impact in Ireland and globally. It is 
imperative that residents in direct provision centres adhere strictly to public health advice at 
Level 5. By following the public health advice, we can reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our 
communities and support the provision of vital non-COVID healthcare services. 

13/01/2021WRHH00800Psychological Assessments

13/01/2021WRHH00900789. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health his plans to reinstate psychology 
services for children in the Headford and Lackagh primary care psychology service area of 
County Galway, given that the position has been vacant since June 2019 and children in this 
region of County Galway are losing out on vital psychology assessments; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44778/20]

13/01/2021WRHH01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRHH01100Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRHH01200790. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his Department or State 
agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded contracts to a company (details sup-
plied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered for; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44788/20]

13/01/2021WRHH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department itself has not made any 
payments to this company.

None of the agencies under the aegis of the Department have made any payments to this 
company. 

13/01/2021WRHH01400Disability Services Provision

13/01/2021WRHH01500791. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the number of disabled persons 
in receipt of a personal assistance service in 2020; the hours received by each disabled person 
leading his or her own personal assistance service; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [44798/20]

13/01/2021WRHH01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The area of 
disability services is a priority area for this Government. To support people with a disability, 
significant resources have been invested by the health sector in disability services, and the Gov-
ernment has ensured that an additional €100 million is being provided for new disability mea-
sures next year under Budget 2021. These measures will include an additional 80,000 personal 
assistant hours.  The 2020 national service plan details that the HSE is seeking to deliver 1.67m 
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hours of Personal Assistant Hours to over 2,550 people.

In preparing for and responding to COVID-19 and to fully align with Public Health guid-
ance as recommended via the NPHET, the HSE and its partner service providers put in place 
a range of measures, which included the prioritisation of vital Residential and Home Support/
PA services. 

The Government is working to ensure that People with Disabilities be allowed to live an 
independent life of their own choosing, the same as any other person, and this is consistent with 
the disability reform policy - “transforming lives”.

The HSE provides a range of assisted living services including Personal Assistant (PA) ser-
vices to support individuals to maximise their capacity to live full and independent lives.

Personal Assistance Services are accessed through an application process or through refer-
rals from public health nurses or other community based staff. Individual’s needs are evaluated 
against the criteria for prioritisation for the particular services and then decisions are made in 
relation to the allocation of resources.

Resource allocation is determined by the needs of the individual, compliance with prioritisa-
tion criteria, and the level of resources available. It is important to note that the level of service 
delivered is varied to ensure that each client’s needs are reflected. Therefore there is no average 
agreed number of PA hours per person. PA and Home Support Services are provided either di-
rectly by the HSE or through a range of voluntary service providers. The majority of specialised 
disability provision (80%) is delivered through non-statutory sector service providers.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRHH01700Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRHH01800792. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date of the 
distribution of the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44800/20]

13/01/2021WRHH019001007. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the projected timeline of the 
Covid-19 vaccination plan. [1347/21]

13/01/2021WRHH020001011. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if further details will be provided 
regarding the Covid-19 vaccination roll-out; and if a company that is due to have employees 
vaccinated in phase 13 can pre-register with the HSE. [1367/21]

13/01/2021WRHH021001033. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the stage of the vaccination 
process; if the staff and residents of boarding out facilities for the elderly will receive the Co-
vid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1520/21]

13/01/2021WRHH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 792, 
1007, 1011 and 1033 together.

The Government is committed to the timely implementation of a COVID-19 immunisation 
programme.

The National COVID-19 Vaccination Strategy, which was prepared by the High-Level Task 
Force on COVID-19 Vaccination, was signed off by Cabinet on 15 December 2020.
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The vaccines will be rolled out in three phases - the initial roll out, a mass ramp-up and open 
access. The highest priority groups, those over the age of 65 living in long-term care facilities 
and frontline healthcare workers in direct patient contact, will receive the vaccine first.

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable. 

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally.  This is wholly dependent on supply lines and 
on candidate vaccines obtaining approval.  Therefore, it is not possible at this time to determine 
a timeframe for the full vaccination programme.

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence.

Further information on the Allocation Strategy can be found at:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

13/01/2021WRHH02300Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRHH02400793. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the number of final accounts of 
capital project contracts that have exceeded the tender value by more than 20% in each of the 
years from 2010 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44817/20]

13/01/2021WRHH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

13/01/2021WRHH02600Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRHH02700794. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health the reason it will take 18 months 
to get an appointment for a MRI scan in Sligo University Hospital for a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44819/20]

13/01/2021WRHH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.
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This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRHH02900Medical Cards

13/01/2021WRHH03000795. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health when the general practitioner visit 
card will be extended to children under eight years of age; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44820/20]

13/01/2021WRHH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to in-
creasing access to GP care without charges for children, an important healthcare measure that 
will remove a potentially prohibitive cost barrier to accessing GP care and will help to improve 
children’s health as they develop.

The Health (General Practitioner Service and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2020 
provides, amongst other things, for the phased expansion of GP care without fees to all children 
aged 12 years and under. The initial stage of this phased expansion will be the provision of GP 
care without fees to all children aged between 6 and 8.

The appropriate date for commencing the expansion remains under consideration in light 
of COVID-19 and the additional pressures the expansion might place on general practice in 
that context and in anticipation of the usual increase in demand for healthcare services over the 
winter period. This date will be determined following consultation with the IMO. It is important 
to ensure that any additional pressures placed on general practice will not limit its capacity to 
meet the needs of all patients in the community.

13/01/2021WRHH03200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRHH03300796. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if research is being conducted 
by his Department on the physical and mental impacts on those diagnosed and recovered from 
Covid-19. [44822/20]

13/01/2021WRHH03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): A number of 
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studies are taking place both within, and outside of, the Department of Health in relation to the 
impacts of covid-19 on the population.

The Healthy Ireland Survey is an annual interviewer-administered face-to-face survey com-
missioned by the Department of Health. It monitors the health and wellbeing of people living 
in Ireland. The survey was stopped at the commencement of Covid-19 restrictions as the survey 
method (face-to-face) was not compatible with Covid-19 restrictions.  The survey fieldwork 
has restarted, using a new phone questionnaire with an emphasis on living with Covid-19. It 
includes a module on mental health and suicide. The results will be available next year. 

The Department has partnered with Amárach Research for a series of monthly surveys in 
relation to the effects of covid-19 upon the population. The November Research Study showed 
that, while people’s happiness is still low and boredom has increased, stress, worry, anxiety and 
frustration have reduced since March (first survey). 

Amárach opinion surveys can be found at:  

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6b4401-view-the-amarach-public-opinion-survey/#may-
august-2020 

The CSO has published four rounds of their Social Impacts of Covid-19 in Ireland survey. 
The survey results provide data on people’s lifestyle and wellbeing at various stages of the pan-
demic and restrictions levels.  

Results of the surveys can be found on the CSO website: 

https://www.cso.ie/en/csolatestnews/presspages/2020/socialimpactofcovid-19surveyno-
vember2020well-beingandlifestyleunderlevel5restrictions/    

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-covid19/covid-19informationhub/so-
cialandwellbeing/ 

There have been a number of studies and research conducted by other organisations, includ-
ing the National Suicide Research Foundation, Mental Health Reform and an International Co-
vid-19 Psychological Research Consortium. The studies examined the impact of Covid-19 on 
people’s mental health and well-being. Results of these studies can be accessed by contacting 
the relevant organisation. 

I recognise that the Covid pandemic may increase anxiety levels among the general popula-
tion. The Government campaigns, “In this Together” and “Keep Well”, which encourage and 
offer practical advice on keeping our physical and mental health well, provide support for deal-
ing with this issue. 

We do not yet fully understand the impact of Covid-19 on mental health, the extent of sub-
sequent supports that may be required or how this may affect longer term demand for services. 
However, the HSE already has a range of proactive responses for any rise in service need, in-
cluding online and other telehealth psychosocial supports. 

€2.2 million was provided to the HSE in 2020 for a mental health promotion and well-
being campaign, through enhanced online supports to improve population health outcomes. 
Telehealth services were rapidly enhanced during the first wave and are now fully established 
to provide a broader service to clients. 7-day telehealth services include YourMentalHealth.ie, 
the information line 1800 111 888, the crisis textline and NGO partners’ online supports such as 
MYMind. Use of these services has increased significantly during Covid-19.
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The Department and HSE continue to plan for any surge in demand as it arises and as ser-
vices return to normal provision and capacity, subject to public health advice. 

I am referring this PQ to the HSE for part response to inform on research being conducted 
at a service level. 

13/01/2021WRHH03500Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRHH03600797. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44824/20]

13/01/2021WRHH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRHH03800Medicinal Products

13/01/2021WRHH03900798. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the plans his Department and the 
HSE have with regard to licensing the drug dupilumab for use by patients with severe eczema 
in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44840/20]

13/01/2021WRHH04000903. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1010/21]

13/01/2021WRHH04100930. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if a decision on the reimburse-
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ment of dupilumab, a drug to treat severe atopic eczema, was reached at the December 2020 
HSE drugs group meeting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1116/21]

13/01/2021WRHH04200938. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when the drug dupilumab 
will be made available here (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1133/21]

13/01/2021WRHH043001003. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the status of the assessment of 
the atopic eczema treatment known as dupilumab; and when the treatment will be available to 
eczema patients here. [1342/21]

13/01/2021WRHH044001019. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the HSE drug group has 
met to date in January 2021; when the group will next meet; if the drug dupilumab will be ap-
proved for reimbursement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1444/21]

13/01/2021WRHH045001053. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the status of the assessment of the 
drug dupilumab, which has been life-changing for many persons living with severe atopic ec-
zema; when he expects this assessment to be completed; if he will ensure equitable access to 
dupilumab for eczema patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1642/21]

13/01/2021WRHH04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 798, 
903, 930, 938, 1003, 1019 and 1053 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medi-
cines under the community drugs schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a com-
pany must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimburse-
ment list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).  The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE and makes 
recommendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions.

The HSE has advised that it has received pricing and reimbursement applications for two 
indications of Dupilumab (Dupixent):

- For the treatment of moderate-to-severe atopic dermatitis in adult patients who are candi-
dates for systemic therapy.

- For the treatment of moderate-to-severe atopic dermatitis in adolescents 12 years and older 
who are candidates for systemic therapy.

The HSE received an application for pricing / reimbursement of Dupilumab in November 
2017 from the manufacturer for the treatment of moderate-to-severe atopic dermatitis in adult 
patients who are candidates for systemic therapy.  The HSE commissioned a full HTA on 29 
November 2017 as per agreed processes.  This assessment was completed on 12 December 
2019 with the NCPE recommending that Dupilumab be considered for reimbursement if cost-
effectiveness could be improved relative to existing treatments.

Subsequently, the HSE received an application for the pricing / reimbursement of Dupil-
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umab on 13 December 2019 for the treatment of moderate-to-severe atopic dermatitis in ado-
lescents 12 years and older who are candidates for systemic therapy.

The HSE commissioned the rapid review process on the 17 December 2019. Following 
receipt of a rapid review dossier, the NCPE advised the HSE on the 17 January 2020 that a 
HTA was not recommended and that Dupilumab not be considered for reimbursement for this 
indication at the submitted price.

The HSE engaged in commercial negotiations with the company in February 2020 regard-
ing both the adult and adolescent populations.

The HSE Drugs Group is the national committee which the HSE has in place to make rec-
ommendations on the pricing and reimbursement of medicines. The membership of the HSE 
Drugs Group includes public interest members and clinicians.

The final HTA report concerning Dupilumab was reviewed by the HSE Drugs Group, along 
with the outputs of commercial negotiations, and the patient group submission received during 
the HTA process. The HSE Drugs Group considered all the evidence and gave a recommenda-
tion to the HSE Executive Management Team (EMT) not to support reimbursement of Dupil-
umab for the treatment of moderate-to-severe atopic dermatitis in both adults and adolescents 
12 years and older who are candidates for systemic therapy.

The HSE has confirmed that the applicant company was issued with notice of the proposed 
decision of the HSE EMT not to support reimbursement on 21 August 2020.  On 18 September 
2020, the applicant company submitted representations with respect to this application.

The HSE reviewed these representations, as is required in such circumstances under the 
2013 Health Act, and engaged in a meeting in November 2020 with the applicant company to 
discuss the submission.

The HSE has advised that a Drugs Group meeting did take place in December 2020, at 
which point it was not possible to discuss Dupilumab due to time constraints. 

The HSE has advised that a HSE Drugs Group’s meeting has been scheduled for the af-
ternoon of 12th January 2020, subject to the confirmed quorum being achieved. The HSE has 
indicated that there is a risk that it will not be possible to achieve the necessary quorum, as 
contributing clinicians are under significant pressures with competing priorities due to the pan-
demic. In the event that the quorum is not maintained, this meeting will need to be rescheduled.

The HSE EMT will, on receipt of the outcome of the Drugs Group’s deliberations, make the 
decision on whether Dupilumab will be reimbursed.

13/01/2021WRHH04700Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRHH04800799. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44843/20]

13/01/2021WRHH04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A cross-Government High-Level Task-
force has been established to support and oversee the development and implementation of the 
COVID-19 immunisation programme. Government has agreed the prioritisation process that 
should apply to the vaccination of the population, based on the advice of national experts on 
immunisation and endorsed by the NPHET.
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The rollout of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is underway. The vaccination pro-
gramme is initially targeting those most at risk by focusing on Long Term Residential Care 
Facilities and front-line healthcare workers.

Following the initial phase, there will be a considerable scale up in the roll-out of vaccina-
tions. This will be achieved through partnerships with Pharmacists in addition to GPs and other 
specialist staff and will be delivered through a range of Mass Vaccination Centres (MVCs). In 
this regard engagement has taken place between the HSE and representatives of community 
pharmacists.

A national and regional public information campaign about the COVID-19 vaccine has com-
menced. The campaign focuses on clear, transparent communication with the public around the 
vaccine rollout, its efficacy and addressing vaccine hesitancy.

13/01/2021WRHH05000HSE Reports

13/01/2021WRHH05100800. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 200 of 5 December 2019 and No. 843 of 24 November 2020 regarding the 2015 HSE 
report into the orthodontic service, if he will address issues (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44853/20]

13/01/2021WRHH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 801 answered with Question No. 767.

13/01/2021WRHH05400Treatment Abroad Scheme

13/01/2021WRHH05500802. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if patients have a right to travel 
to other EU countries to receive treatment with medicines that are not available on the HSE 
reimbursement list in Ireland but are available in public healthcare in other EU countries, such 
as gene or cell therapies indicated for certain rare diseases or types of cancer if these treatments 
are recommended by their medical practitioner in Ireland under the travel abroad scheme; the 
criteria, conditions and other considerations attached to this eligibility; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44865/20]

13/01/2021WRHH05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRHH05700Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRHH05800803. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
who has been waiting for an urgent MRI since September 2020 will have an MRI conducted 
in University Hospital Galway; his views on whether treatment has been delayed by the lack 
of MRI facilities in County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44871/20]

13/01/2021WRHH05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRHH06000Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRHH06100804. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the longest time that children who 
are classified as semi-urgent, urgent and immediate are waiting for an MRI scan in University 
Hospital Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44872/20]

13/01/2021WRHH06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRHH06300Hospital Facilities
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13/01/2021WRHH06400805. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the avail-
ability of MRI facilities at University Hospital Galway; his views on the correct capacity; his 
plans to address the capacity shortfall and address the long waiting lists; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44873/20]

13/01/2021WRHH06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRHH06600Medicinal Products

13/01/2021WRHH06700806. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the HSE drugs group met 
in December 2020; if not, if it is scheduled to meet; the drugs being considered for reimburse-
ment, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44880/20]

13/01/2021WRHH06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 
The matter has therefore been referred to the HSE for reply to the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRHH06900Medicinal Products

13/01/2021WRHH07000807. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the status of the reimburse-
ment of Onpattro; when the drug will be made available to eligible patients; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [44881/20]

13/01/2021WRHH07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a com-
pany must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimburse-
ment list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The NCPE conducts health technology assessments (HTAs) for the HSE and makes recom-
mendations on reimbursement to assist HSE decisions. The NCPE uses a decision framework 
to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-effective as a health intervention.

The HSE has advised that it received an application in December 2018 for the reimburse-
ment of Patisiran (Onpattro) for the treatment of hereditary transthyretin-mediated amyloidosis 
(hATTR amyloidosis) in adult patients with stage 1 or stage 2 polyneuropathy.

In January 2019, a full HTA with respect to this indication was commissioned by the HSE. 
This assessment was completed in February 2020, with the NCPE recommending that Patisiran 
not be considered for reimbursement unless cost-effectiveness could be improved relative to 
existing treatments.
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The HTA report with respect to Patisiran was reviewed by the HSE Drugs Group, along with 
the outputs of commercial discussions with the applicant which took place in May 2020, and 
the patient group submission received during the HTA process.

The HSE Drugs Group is the national committee which the HSE has in place to make rec-
ommendations on the pricing and reimbursement of medicines. The membership of the HSE 
Drugs Group includes public interest members and clinicians.

The HSE Drugs Group requested patient and clinician input via the Rare Diseases Technol-
ogy Review Committee (RDTRC) to assist the group in making its recommendation to the HSE 
Executive Management Team (EMT) regarding reimbursement of Patisiran.

In September 2020, The RDTRC convened and reviewed the clinical data previously sub-
mitted as part of the established pricing and reimbursement process. The Committee also heard 
from Consultants involved in the specialist management of patients with hATTR amyloidosis.

The RDTRC continued its review of Patisiran at its subsequent meeting on 5 November 
2020 which included patient input on the impact of hATTR amyloidosis.

Following these meetings, the Committee finalised a statement summarising the clinician 
and patient engagement on Patisiran which was forwarded to the HSE Drugs Group for con-
sideration.

The HSE has advised that additional information has been submitted by the manufacturer 
following engagements in December 2020 and January 2021. This information will be consid-
ered by the HSE Drugs Group along with the statement from the RDTRC.

The HSE has advised that a HSE Drugs Group’s meeting has been scheduled for the after-
noon of 12th January 2020, subject to the confirmed quorum being achieved.  The HSE has 
indicated that there is a risk that it will not be possible to achieve the necessary quorum, as 
contributing clinicians are under significant pressures with competing priorities due to the pan-
demic. In the event that the quorum is not maintained, this meeting will need to be rescheduled.

The application for Patisiran remains under consideration in line with the 2013 Health Act. 
The HSE Executive Management Team is the decision-making body for the reimbursement of 
medicines and it will make the decision on whether Patisiran will be reimbursed in line with the 
criteria contained in the 2013 Health Act.

13/01/2021WRLL00200Medicinal Products

13/01/2021WRLL00300808. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the existence of specific antiviral treatment for Covid-19 or any other treatment cur-
rently undergoing trials or in respect of which trials have been completed; if it is planned for 
this medicine to be procured under Ireland’s participation in the European Commission joint 
procurement agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44886/20]

13/01/2021WRLL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Officials in my Department have re-
quested clarification from the Deputy’s office regarding the specific antiviral treatment referred 
to in this question. Once this clarification is provided, a more detailed response will be issued 
directly to the Deputy. 

To date, the European Medicines Agency has approved two medicines, dexamethasone and 
remdesivir, for the treatment of patients with Covid-19. Ireland is participating in the European 
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Commission’s joint procurement for remdesivir, and has received supplies of remdesivir under 
this mechanism. National guidance has been in place since March 2020 on the use of remdesi-
vir in Irish hospitals for the treatment of Covid-19. Ireland also continues to support the WHO 
Solidarity Trial, an international clinical trial launched by the World Health Organization and 
partners to help find an effective treatment for COVID-19.

  Question No. 809 answered with Question No. 761.

13/01/2021WRLL00600Medicinal Products

13/01/2021WRLL00700810. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he has considered utilising 
the drug ivermectin to combat the spread of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44895/20]

13/01/2021WRLL00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational issue which is 
the responsibility of the Health Service Executive, I have asked the Executive to examine the 
issue raised and reply directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 811 answered with Question No. 765.

  Question No. 812 answered with Question No. 759.

13/01/2021WRLL01100Paediatric Services

13/01/2021WRLL01200813. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of progress for the 
recruitment of a third paediatric rheumatologist, which was promised for 2019 in the context 
of children waiting up to three years to see a paediatric rheumatologist; the status of reducing 
waiting times for paediatric rheumatology and MRI scans for children with Down’s syndrome 
associated arthritis to not more than 12 weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44905/20]

13/01/2021WRLL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) has 
advised the Department that during the initial phases of COVID-19, all face to face hospital 
outpatient reviews and most of the planned diagnostic tests, including MRI, were deferred in 
response to the pandemic.  From June onwards, CHI at Crumlin had recommenced the majority 
of outpatient and diagnostic services, albeit at reduced numbers, due to public health guidelines 
on social distancing. However, due to the recent rapid increase in the number of COVID-19 
cases in the community and the need to reduce the number of people coming into the children’s 
hospitals, CHI will be prioritising emergency, urgent and time sensitive procedures and care. In 
so far as possible, most out-patient clinics will be moved to virtual or telephone clinics, unless 
specified by the consultant that a face to face review is needed.  

CHI has further advised my Department that there is an active recruitment campaign for 
an additional Rheumatology Consultant underway. This additional position will allow for an 
increased number of patients to be seen, diagnosed and treatment initiated, as part of the com-
prehensive Rheumatology service.

In relation to the provision of MRI services, the demand for specialist imaging has increased 
over recent years due to increased activity and acuity in CHI, as well as an increasing trend to 
utilise imaging in diagnosis and treatment.  CHI have advised that, uniquely to Paediatrics, 
younger children and children up to 18 years old with complex needs may be unable to remain 
still in an MRI for the lengthy periods required to complete the scan, resulting in the require-
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ment for a General Anaesthetic (GA) to be delivered by a Paediatric Anaesthesiologist.  This 
limits the ability for these scans to be performed outside of CHI hospitals. CHI have confirmed 
to my Department that each request for an MRI scan is carefully examined by Consultant Ra-
diologists who must prioritise, based on clinical urgency, each case in terms of access to the 
scanner.  

CHI has advised that patients with Down Syndrome who present to Rheumatology services 
with suspicion of arthritis are clinically assessed and diagnosed by the clinical team. A cohort 
of these patients will require an MRI scan based on the individualised clinical examination and 
recommendation.  

13/01/2021WRLL01400Maternity Services

13/01/2021WRLL01500814. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health the additional measures 
that can be taken by his Department to assist or encourage maternity hospitals to allow expect-
ant mothers, such as in the case of a person (details supplied), have a birth partner present and 
available before, during and after the birth of a child. [44908/20]

13/01/2021WRLL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 815 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WRLL01800Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRLL01900816. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the average incidence rates of Covid-19 
cases by local electoral area from the onset of the pandemic until the current date in tabular 
form. [44911/20]

13/01/2021WRLL02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRLL02100Hospital Staff

13/01/2021WRLL02200817. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of approved phar-
macist posts at each hospital, including Children’s Health Ireland, CHI; the number of posts 
filled by tenure, that is, permanent, temporary, agency and so on; the ratio of approved posts-
to-patient and filled posts-to-patient; the length of time vacant posts or posts filled by non-
permanent appointments have been unfilled in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44915/20]

13/01/2021WRLL02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRLL02400Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRLL02500818. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be referred to the clinical genetics department of Crumlin children’s hospital, given that, 
through human error on the part of a consultant, the person was not added to the waiting list 
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after an appointment in February 2020 and was only placed on the waiting list in December 
2020. [44917/20]

13/01/2021WRLL02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRLL02700Disability Support Services

13/01/2021WRLL02800819. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to allow persons with 
chronic arthritis to use swimming pools for their therapy during all levels of the plan for living 
with Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44919/20]

13/01/2021WRLL02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 820 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WRLL03100Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRLL03200821. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
were subsequently placed in healthcare facilities and the category of work undertaken by suc-
cessful applicants to the Be on Call for Ireland scheme to date; the number that applied; the 
number interviewed by the consultants; the cost of the scheme to date; the details of the pro-
curement process, including the successful company; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44927/20]
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13/01/2021WRLL03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 822 answered with Question No. 767.

13/01/2021WRLL03500Disability Services Provision

13/01/2021WRLL03600823. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health when rehabilitation and dis-
ability services will be re-established to a seven-year-old child (details supplied) in County 
Tipperary who suffered an acquired brain injury in 2019 due to stroke; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [44946/20]

13/01/2021WRLL03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The  Government commits to prioritising access to disability services for children and en-
suring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the best 
outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRLL03800Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRLL03900824. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44955/20]

13/01/2021WRLL04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
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out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRLL04100Patient Files

13/01/2021WRLL04200825. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health his plans to have a computerised 
patient record system that is integrated across all health services; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44959/20]

13/01/2021WRLL04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
an integrated Electronic Health Record (EHR) which will incorporate health systems data from 
multiple health systems.

We need to be clear that an integrated Electronic Health Record that spans multiple health 
ICT systems and health service settings in many different locations for most health patients is 
a long-term programme of work.  It encompasses many other projects and pillars of eHealth, 
Sláintecare and ICT working together to form a joined up modern health system that delivers 
patient data in a consistent, convenient and robust format for use by clinical staff providing care 
to patients. 

Some major building blocks are already in place. There has been a consistent level of capital 
investment in core ICT infrastructure and clinical systems since the publication of the eHealth 
strategy in 2013. An enterprise wide EHR systems was deployed in the largest acute hospitals in 
Ireland (St James Hospital, Dublin) in 2018. The procurement of an even more extensive EHR 
for the national children’s hospital is currently underway. Standards are being developed to sup-
port interoperability between health systems. The provision of more care in the community and 
reducing our reliance on services delivered in the acute hospital sector, will require the delivery 
of healthcare records for patients that can be accessed across the health sector, allowing ‘data to 
follow the patient’. This is one of the ambitions of the Sláintecare reform programme and will 
lead to greater levels of integrated care and the ability to treat more patients nearer to home.

There are relatively few countries that have achieved a level of integrated health care re-
cords at national level. Those that have only done only achieved this goal after many years of 
consistent investment focussed on that ambition. Ireland is on that journey.

13/01/2021WRLL04400Patient Files

13/01/2021WRLL04500826. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the cost in 2020 in transporting 
patients record across health services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44960/20]

13/01/2021WRLL04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRLL04700Mental Health Services

13/01/2021WRLL04800827. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health when a national director of mental 
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health will be appointed; the remit of the director; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44961/20]

13/01/2021WRLL04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WRLL05000Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRLL05100828. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the inpatient and outpatient 
waiting list numbers and waiting times as presented in National Treatment Purchase Fund, 
NTPF, data by each group and hospital for each discipline and each speciality, separated by 
adults and children in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44962/20]

13/01/2021WRLL05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the matter raised by the 
Deputy, the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) has advised that each hospital supplies 
a weekly Waiting List extract to the NTPF in accordance with the defined Inpatient / Day Case 
and Outpatient Waiting List Minimum Dataset (MDS). One of the fields in this dataset is the 
Date of Birth of the patient. 

In the Irish health system, patients are generally referred for children’s hospital services up 
to the eve of their 16th birthday, however, there are exceptions. The NTPF classify children / 
adults as follows:

- Child only hospitals – all patients are classed as children, regardless of age.

- Adult only hospitals – all patients are classed as adults, regardless of age.

- Adult and Child Hospitals – patients under the age of 16 are classed as children, all other 
patients are classed as adults.

The attached tables provide a breakdown of the Inpatient, Day Case and Outpatient waiting 
lists by Adult and Child by hospital at the end of November 2020. Also provided are the IPDC 
and OPD waiting lists by specialty at the end of November 2020.

The NTPF currently publishes the Adult and Child Analysis for the Inpatient and Day Case 
waiting lists on the NTPF website monthly and has advised that they are currently working on 
the separation of adult and child waiting lists and plan to be in a position to publish these reports 
in Q1 2021.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq828a-13-01-2021_en.pdf”>IPDC Adult</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq828b-13-01-2021_en.pdf”>OPWL</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq828c-13-01-2021_en.pdf”>IPDC by Speciality</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq828d-13-01-2021_en.pdf”>Outpatient WL</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pa828e-13-01-2021_en.pdf”>OP by Speciality</a>]  



13 January 2021

457

13/01/2021WRLL05300Dental Services 

13/01/2021WRLL05400829. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a dental appointment 
will be provided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[44963/20]

13/01/2021WRLL05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRLL05600Dental Services 

13/01/2021WRLL05700830. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to situations in which dental practices are no longer providing treatments to patients 
under the medical card scheme; the action being taken to address the situation in view of the 
significant financial pressure this is placing on medical card holders; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [44966/20]

13/01/2021WRLL05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental care free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These 
services are provided by approximately 1,400 independent dental practitioners who have a con-
tract with the HSE. I understand that since March 2020, 177 dentists have withdrawn from the 
Scheme and that 78 new applications are being processed. This is within the normal range of 
fluctuations of dentists participating in the Scheme in recent years. 

Patients may choose to have their treatment undertaken by any dentist who participates in 
the Scheme. The HSE will assist medical card holders in accessing such treatment if required. 

While the interruption to services caused by the current COVID-19 pandemic had led to 
some delays in the provision of non-emergency care, data to the end of 2020 suggest that activ-
ity levels in the DTSS have been increasing and that by December 2020 activity in the DTSS 
had reached almost 90% of the December 2019 level. 

My Department has been engaging with dentists and with the HSE throughout the pandemic 
and is preparing for further engagement on any additional measures to support the oral health 
of the public during these difficult times.

13/01/2021WRLL05900Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

13/01/2021WRLL06000831. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the CAMHS waiting list in CHO 4; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44967/20]

13/01/2021WRLL06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WRLL06200Health Services Staff

13/01/2021WRLL06300832. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of pay restoration 
for section 39 workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44969/20]



Questions - Written Answers

458

13/01/2021WRLL06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As we are aware, an agreement was 
reached by the parties in October 2018, in relation to a process of pay restoration for staff em-
ployed by the 50 pilot agencies.  Pay restoration commenced in April 2019 with an annual pay 
increase of up to €1,000.  Any outstanding balance would be paid in two equal amounts in 2020 
and 2021, if due.

The agreement reached at the WRC noted that some of the organisations (approximately 
250) which did not form part of the pilot phase are also likely to have pay restoration issues.  It 
stated that a process of engagement to address this would commence in 2019.  

Since late 2019, there was a number of meetings between the parties at the WRC, in relation 
to this next phase.  The HSE have been costing this next phase of pay restoration and engage-
ment has been taking place with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding a 
proposal to resolve these pay restoration issues.  

I can confirm that following engagement at the Workplace Relations Commission in early 
December, the parties reached an agreement. A payment arrangement consisting of three phases 
was agreed with the first two payments to be made in 2021.

13/01/2021WRMM00200Suicide Incidence

13/01/2021WRMM00300833. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the number of deaths by 
suicide in 2020; the number in each year since 2016; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44970/20]

13/01/2021WRMM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Based on the official Vital Statistics 
publications of the Central Statistics Office (CSO) the total number of deaths assigned an un-
derlying cause of death of ‘suicide and intentional self-harm’ in 2020 is 97 (72 registered in 
Quarter 1 2020 and 25 registered in Quarter 2 2020). 

Legally, in Ireland, a death can be registered up to three months after the date of occurrence.  
In addition, all unnatural deaths, including deaths from intentional self-harm must be referred 
to the Coroner’s Office. This can result in the registration of such deaths being delayed.  As 
the Coroner’s Court did not hold public hearings as a consequence of the restrictions imposed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this delay may have been even greater in 2020 which would 
impact on the number of deaths registered and subsequently assigned an underlying cause of 
death of intentional self-harm.  

Table 1 below shows the number of deaths by suicide published by the CSO in each year 
2016-2019, as well as Quarter 1 and Quarter 2 2020.  Prior to 2019, official statistics were based 
on the year of occurrence of the death, from 2019 onwards deaths are based on the year the 
death was registered. 

The total number of suicides registered in 2019 are provisional and as noted above the num-
ber registered for 2020 is likely to be an underestimate.  

Table 1: Number of suicides 2016-Q2 2020

Year Published Suicide Data
2016 437 
2017 383 
2018 437 
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Year Published Suicide Data
2019 (Provisional)   421 
2020 Q1 (Provisional)   72 
2020 Q2 (Provisional)   25 
Note 1: Legally, in Ireland, a death can be registered up to three months after the date of 

occurrence.

Note 2: All unnatural deaths, which includes deaths from intentional self-harm must be 
referred to the Coroner’s Office. This can result in the registration of these types of deaths 
being delayed and the number of deaths by suicide in 2020 will be an underestimate.  As the 
Coroner’s Court did not hold public hearings as a consequence of the restrictions imposed due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, this delay may have been greater in 2020 which would impact on 
the number of deaths registered and subsequently assigned an Underlying Cause of Death of 
intentional self-harm.  

13/01/2021WRMM00500Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRMM00600834. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [44985/20]

13/01/2021WRMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM00800Hospital Appointments Status
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13/01/2021WRMM00900835. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be sched-
uled for a person (details supplied). [44992/20]

13/01/2021WRMM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM01100Health Services Staff

13/01/2021WRMM01200836. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if pay restoration applies to posts 
established by the drug and alcohol task forces and funded through the HSE with interim fund-
ing for the purpose of its costing exercise for pay restoration; if the HSE included all the posts 
and projects as section 39 funded (details supplied); if the HSE and the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform are committed to providing the additional funding needed to pay for 
pay restoration; if not, if the HSE is expecting the projects to find the funding from elsewhere; 
and if pay restoration is part of the deal as described in the media recently. [44993/20]

13/01/2021WRMM01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As we are aware, an agreement was 
reached by parties at the Workplace Relations Commission in October 2018, in relation to a 
process of pay restoration for staff employed by 50 pilot agencies. Pay restoration commenced 
in April 2019 with an annual pay increase of up to €1,000. Any outstanding balance would be 
paid in two equal amounts in 2020 and 2021, if due.

The agreement reached at the WRC noted that some of the organisations (approximately 
250) which did not form part of the pilot phase are also likely to have pay restoration issues. It 
stated that a process of engagement to address this would commence in 2019.  It is the organisa-
tions who were identified in that initial agreement reached at the WRC in 2018 that are included 
in this final phase of pay restoration.  I have asked the HSE to advise you directly if the drug 
and alcohol task forces are included within this group. 

Since late 2019, there was a number of meetings between the parties at the WRC, in relation 
to this final phase. The HSE have been costing this next phase of pay restoration and have asked 
those eligible 250 organisations, who were included as part of the WRC agreement, to submit 
an application which will be subject to assessment and verification by the HSE.  

In addition to the costing exercise, engagement has been taking place with the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding a proposal to resolve these pay restoration issues.  

I can confirm that following engagement at the Workplace Relations Commission in early 
December, the parties reached an agreement in relation to the 250 organisations. A payment 
arrangement consisting of three phases was agreed with the first two payments to be made in 
2021.

13/01/2021WRMM01400Respite Care Services

13/01/2021WRMM01500837. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when respite services will re-
sume in Killybegs Community Hospital, County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44995/20]

13/01/2021WRMM01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.
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13/01/2021WRMM01700Respite Care Services

13/01/2021WRMM01800838. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
in County Donegal will be provided with respite for 24 and 25 December 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [44996/20]

13/01/2021WRMM01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM02000Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRMM02100839. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will have urgent surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44997/20]

13/01/2021WRMM02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM02250Medicinal Products

13/01/2021WRMM02400840. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if a decision has been made on 
an appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Cork. [45008/20]

13/01/2021WRMM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM02600Health Screening Programmes

13/01/2021WRMM02700841. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when patients awaiting Cervical-
Check and mammogram appointments will be accommodated (details supplied). [45009/20]

13/01/2021WRMM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM02900Health Services Staff

13/01/2021WRMM03000842. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his plans to remove the pay and 
increments freeze from employees at St. Christopher’s Services, Longford (details supplied). 
[45010/20]

13/01/2021WRMM03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under section 39 of the Health Act 
2004, the HSE provides financial assistance to organisations to provide services similar or 
supplementary to a service that the HSE may provide. Staff in these organisations are not public 
servants and were not subject to the provisions of FEMPI legislation. They did not automati-
cally receive the cuts that were applied to the pay of public servants. These employees differ 
to those employed by organisations who provide services under section 38 of the Act who are 
public servants and are therefore paid in line with the Department of Health consolidated salary 
scales.
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As we are aware, an agreement was reached by the parties in October 2018, in relation to 
a process of pay restoration for staff employed by the 50 pilot agencies. Pay restoration com-
menced in April 2019 with an annual pay increase of up to €1,000.  Any outstanding balance 
would be paid in two equal amounts in 2020 and 2021, if due. I can confirm that St Christopher’s 
services were included in this pilot group and are in receipt of the appropriate pay restoration.

13/01/2021WRMM03200Medical Aids and Appliances

13/01/2021WRMM03300843. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the amount spent annually on 
medical devices and products that are purchased from the UK; if arrangements are in place to 
continue purchasing such items and products; if his attention has been drawn to potential is-
sues with such purchases that may arise due to Brexit; the consequences of these impacts for 
patients; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45011/20]

13/01/2021WRMM03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health, the HSE and 
the Health Products Regulatory Authority, together with the makers of medicines and medical 
devices, wholesalers and pharmacists, are continually working to review the supply of medi-
cines and medical devices to Ireland to anticipate and respond to, in so far as is possible, any 
potential vulnerabilities in medical device supply as a consequence of Brexit. 

As part of this coordinated response, all stakeholders are committed to developing ap-
proaches and implementing contingencies to address any identified concerns. The HSE, the 
Department of Health and the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) are working to-
gether to assess the supply of medical devices to Ireland, identify any potential vulnerabilities, 
and take appropriate steps to mitigate any potential risk posed by Brexit.

The HSE has been working directly with suppliers of medical devices to develop approach-
es and implement contingencies to address any identified concerns.

13/01/2021WRMM03500Home Help Service

13/01/2021WRMM03600844. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the way in which home care will 
be defined in any forthcoming legislation on regulating home care; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45012/20]

13/01/2021WRMM03700845. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the way in which it is planned to 
fund future home care legislation; if he has completed costings; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45013/20]

13/01/2021WRMM03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 844 and 845 together.

A high-quality, consistent home-support service, focused on keeping people well in their 
homes and communities for as long as possible, is a key enabler to ensuring that people across 
a continuum of care get the right care, in the right place, at the right time. In this regard, my 
Department is in the process of developing a statutory scheme for the financing and regulation 
of home-support.

Work is on-going within the Department to determine the optimal approach to the develop-
ment of the new scheme within the broader context of the on-going reform of Ireland’s health 
and social care system, as envisaged in the Sláintecare Report (2017). This work encompasses 
the development of the regulatory framework for the new scheme; the examination of the op-
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tions for the financing model for the scheme; and the development of a reformed model of 
service-delivery.

The aim of the development of a regulatory framework for home-support services is to en-
sure that all service-users are provided with a standard, high-quality level of care, which is safe, 
effective, and person-centred. It is intended that, subject to Government approval, this frame-
work will comprise primary legislation, minimum standards, and national standards. Work is 
ongoing within the Department to determine the definition of home-support which will under-
pin the legislation. This will be informed by stakeholder consultation.  

The options for the financing of the new scheme are being examined through work with the 
Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) on the projected demand for, and cost of, home-
support services in various scenarios. This work is ongoing.

13/01/2021WRMM04000Nursing Homes Support Scheme

13/01/2021WRMM04100846. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if, as part of the fair deal scheme, 
a family or person can choose which nursing home will be availed of; and if the family has the 
final say on this matter. [45018/20]

13/01/2021WRMM04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme, (NHSS) commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial 
support for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of 
their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme 
aims to ensure that long-term nursing home care is accessible and affordable for everyone and 
that people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

During the NHSS application the Health Service Executive supplies applicants with a list of 
approved nursing homes. Applicants are free to choose their preferred home from this list.  The 
nursing home must have a place and be able to cater for the particular needs of the applicant. A 
resident in any nursing home also has the option of moving Nursing Home if they wish to do so.  

13/01/2021WRMM04300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRMM04400847. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if he will publish a letter 
from his Department to the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, ECDC, seek-
ing assurances that processes are in place to ensure continued quality and consistency in the 
provision of advices; if a reply has been received to the letter; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45019/20]

13/01/2021WRMM04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that the relevant 
correspondence, which issued from my Department to the European Centre for Disease Pre-
vention and Control (ECDC) on 9th December 2020, has been published on the Department of 
Health website and can be viewed here:  

https://www.gov.ie/en/news/7e0924-latest-updates-on-covid-19-coronavirus/

A reply to this correspondence was received. It is being prepared for publication and will be 
published on the Department of Health website in the coming days.

13/01/2021WRMM04600Covid-19 Pandemic
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13/01/2021WRMM04700848. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the other EU and EEA 
member states that share the concerns of his Department regarding recent advices given by 
ECDC and European Union Aviation Safety Agency, EASA, on testing and quarantining for air 
travellers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45020/20]

13/01/2021WRMM04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 11 December, Ireland through our 
representative on the management board of the ECDC wrote to the Chair of the management 
board of the ECDC to outline serious concerns held by national public health experts with the 
following publications:

- COVID-19 Aviation Health Safety Protocol Operational guidelines for the management of 
air passengers and aviation personnel in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic Issue

- ECDC/EASA Guidelines for COVID-19 testing and quarantine of air travellers –Adden-
dum to the Aviation Health Safety Protocol

- Risk of COVID-19 related to end of year festive season

These publications have been discussed by Member States through a number of EU fora 
including among health experts at the Health Security Committee. Member States have not 
been surveyed for positions on the concerns expressed by Ireland, but I note the published sum-
mary reports of recent HSC meetings, available on the Commission website, and that revised 
guidelines are anticipated.

13/01/2021WRMM04900Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRMM05000849. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [45024/20]

13/01/2021WRMM05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
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minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM05200Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRMM05300850. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for surgery will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied). [45031/20]

13/01/2021WRMM05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM05500Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRMM05600851. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied).; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45032/20]

13/01/2021WRMM05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.
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This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM05800General Practitioner Services

13/01/2021WRMM05900852. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce 
SouthDoc services in the Listowel area of County Kerry (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45041/20]

13/01/2021WRMM06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM06100Ambulance Service

13/01/2021WRMM06200853. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the PTSD supports provided 
for members of the National Ambulance Service; if a review has been conducted into the ef-
fectiveness of same and whether there is a need for further supports; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [45047/20]

13/01/2021WRMM06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy directly on this matter.

13/01/2021WRMM06400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRMM06500854. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if a support and recovery 
workshop for persons with addiction, abuse and relationship problems can continue to operate 
under current Covid-19 restrictions; if so, if he will clarify the maximum number of persons 
who can attend such a workshop; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45048/20]

13/01/2021WRMM06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Restrictions 
on social interaction, the requirement for self-isolation and the restructuring of services, are 
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particularly difficult for those accessing drug and alcohol services and supports.

Drug and alcohol support groups and treatment programmes play a vital role in reducing 
the harms of substance use and supporting rehabilitation and recovery. They help individuals to 
build their recovery capital and to avoid relapse into harmful patterns of substance use.  

The Department of Health has published guidance for drug and alcohol support groups and 
treatment programmes and other addiction treatment services, including at Level 5. The guid-
ance is available at www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/17d32f-drugs-and-alcohol-policy.

The guidance applies to drug and alcohol support groups for people and families who live 
with drug and alcohol addiction (including gambling addiction), e.g. self-help/fellowship 
groups, peer support, family/parent support.

It is important that individuals should adhere to the public health advice and restrictions at 
Level 5, including staying at home and restricting movements to within 5km of home, except 
for their attendance at support groups and treatment programmes and other specified excep-
tions.

The main points contained in the updated Guidelines relating to attending/facilitating sup-
port groups and programmes include:

- It is recommended to hold meetings and deliver programmes online or outdoors where this 
is possible, without diluting the benefits for participants.

- Where it is decided to host a face-to-face group/programme meeting, organisers are ad-
vised to undertake a risk assessment to ensure the health, welfare and safety of participants.

- Facilities used to host support groups and treatment programmes should be for exclusive 
use, where possible, and not shared with other users.

- The recommended maximum number of attendees at levels 3, 4 and 5 is 15 people (includ-
ing leaders), with 2 metres social distancing. Face coverings should be used.

- Support groups and programmes should last a maximum of 105 minutes.

- Individuals at higher risk from Covid-19, or in close contact with such individuals, should 
only attend meetings that are conducted online.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to have a major impact in Ireland and globally. It is 
imperative that drug and alcohol support groups adhere strictly to public health advice at Level 
5. By following the public health advice, we can reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our com-
munities and support the provision of vital non-COVID healthcare services.

13/01/2021WRMM06700Drugs Payment Scheme

13/01/2021WRMM06800855. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if he will consider includ-
ing the HPV vaccine within the drugs payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45049/20]

13/01/2021WRMM06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The immunisation programme in Ire-
land is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The 
committee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland 
and international best practice in relation to immunisation. It makes recommendations on vac-



Questions - Written Answers

468

cination policy to my Department. The NIAC continues to revise recommendations to allow 
for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast of changes in the patterns of 
disease. Therefore, the immunisation schedule will continue to be amended over time.

In 2009, the NIAC recommended HPV (human papillomavirus) vaccination for all 12 to 
13 year old girls to reduce their risk of developing cervical cancer when they are adults. In 
September 2010, the HPV vaccination programme was introduced for all girls in first year of 
secondary school.

The NIAC recommended that the HPV vaccine should also be given to boys. On foot of the 
NIAC’s recommendation, my Department asked the Health Information and Quality Authority 
(HIQA) to undertake a health technology assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical and cost-
effectiveness of extending the current immunisation programme to include boys in the first year 
of secondary school.

The HIQA completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisa-
tion programme be extended to include boys. A policy decision was made to extend the HPV 
immunisation programme to include boys, starting in September 2019, with the introduction of 
a 9-valent HPV vaccine.

The ages at which vaccines are recommended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by 
the NIAC in order to give each child the best possible protection against vaccine preventable 
diseases. As the HPV vaccine is preventative it is intended to be administered, if possible, be-
fore a person becomes sexually active, that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection.

Therefore, the gender-neutral HPV vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in first 
year of secondary school to provide maximum coverage.

All vaccines administered through the School Immunisation Programme are provided free 
of charge.

My Department will continue to be guided by NIAC’s recommendations on any emerging 
evidence on this issue in the future.

Anyone not in 1st year of secondary school or age equivalent in special schools or home 
schooled during the 2020/2021 school year who wishes to get the HPV vaccine, must go to their 
GP or sexual health clinic and pay privately for the vaccine and its administration.

13/01/2021WRMM07000Hospital Services

13/01/2021WRMM07100856. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that hundreds of ear, nose and throat, ENT, patients at Beaumont Hospital have had 
their appointments moved to a variety of different hospitals at short notice; and if the reason is, 
as alleged, that Beaumont does not have the capacity, facilities and staffing levels to carry out 
these scheduled appointments. [45053/20]

13/01/2021WRMM07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRMM07300Hospital Appointments Status
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13/01/2021WRMM07400857. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if he will review correspondence 
regarding a child (details supplied); if the appointment will be expedited; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45055/20]

13/01/2021WRMM07500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN00200Vaccination Programme

13/01/2021WRNN00300858. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Health if discussions are expected 
regarding the existing roll-out plan for the Covid-19 vaccine; and if consideration has been 
given to prioritising other frontline workers such as teachers or essential retail workers who 
have worked throughout the pandemic. [45058/20]

13/01/2021WRNN00400968. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that family car-
ers and registered home helps will receive priority in the Covid-19 vaccine programme in view 
of their importance to care in the community; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1239/21]

13/01/2021WRNN00500972. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if taxi drivers will be 
given some priority in terms of the Covid-19 vaccination for their own safety and the safety of 
their passengers given that the NTA has deemed taxi drivers to be essential workers; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1250/21]

13/01/2021WRNN00600979. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason persons with serious 
underlying conditions from 18 to 64 years of age are so far down the list to receive a vaccine; 
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and if this position will be reconsidered as the roll-out continues. [1263/21]

13/01/2021WRNN00700980. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1264/21]

13/01/2021WRNN00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 858, 
968, 972, 979 and 980 together.

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable.

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally.

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence.

Further information on the Strategy can be found at:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

13/01/2021WRNN00900Home Care Packages

13/01/2021WRNN01000859. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a homecare package will 
be reinstated as a matter of urgency in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45072/20]

13/01/2021WRNN01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN01200Cancer Services

13/01/2021WRNN01300860. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that patients suspected of having cancer are facing waiting times of five 
months from initial specialist referral to the appointment for a biopsy such as in the case of 
a person (details supplied); the steps he is taking to reduce these waiting times; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45073/20]

13/01/2021WRNN01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN01500Nursing Education
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13/01/2021WRNN01600861. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the status of a matter (details sup-
plied) in relation to the student nurse allowance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45084/20]

13/01/2021WRNN01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a operational matter, I have 
asked the HSE to consider it and respond directly to the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRNN01800Medicinal Products

13/01/2021WRNN01900862. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if matters raised in correspon-
dence by a person (details supplied) on access to Luxturna for persons with degenerative retinal 
disease will receive a response; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45088/20]

13/01/2021WRNN02000864. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his plans to offer reim-
bursement for Luxturna which is essential for treatment of rare retinal disease; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45093/20]

13/01/2021WRNN02100869. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if a gene therapy (details sup-
plied) will receive recognition under the medical card and drug refund schemes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45109/20]

13/01/2021WRNN02200883. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when the drug Luxturna will 
become widely available for persons suffering from degenerative retinal disease; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [45145/20]

13/01/2021WRNN023001054. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health his views on the decision of the Na-
tional Centre for Pharmacoeconomics to refuse reimbursement for life-changing gene therapy 
Luxturna for inherited retinal diseases which are rare, serious and life limiting; his plans to sup-
port the treatment in view of the commitments made in the programme for Government (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1643/21]

13/01/2021WRNN02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 862, 
864, 869, 883 and 1054 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Oireachtas put in place a robust legal framework, in the 
Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013, which gives full statutory powers 
to the HSE to assess and make decisions on reimbursement of medicines, taking account of a 
range of objective factors and expert opinion as appropriate.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a com-
pany must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimburse-
ment list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

In making a relevant reimbursement decision, the HSE is required under the Act to have re-
gard to a number of criteria including efficacy, the health needs of the public, cost effectiveness 
and potential or actual budget impact.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).
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The HSE has advised that on 23 September 2019 an application was received for the re-
imbursement of Voretigene neparvovec (Luxturna) for the treatment of adult and paediatric 
patients with vision loss due to inherited retinal dystrophy caused by confirmed biallelic RPE65 
mutations and who have sufficient viable retinal cells.

On 29 October 2019, following the completion by the NCPE of a rapid review, the HSE 
commissioned a full pharmacoeconomic assessment with respect to this indication.

On 3 April 2020, the NCPE received the applicant’s submission for this assessment. On 18 
September 2020, the NCPE completed its assessment and recommended that Voretigene nepar-
vovec not be considered for reimbursement unless cost effectiveness can be improved relative 
to existing treatments.

The final HTA report will be reviewed by the HSE Drugs Group, along with the outputs of 
commercial negotiations which took place in November 2020 and the patient group submission 
received during the HTA process. The HSE advises that Voretigene neparvovec is expected to 
be included on a Drugs Group agenda in early 2021.

The HSE Executive Management Team is the decision-making body for the reimburse-
ment of medicines under the Health Act 2013 and it will, following receipt of the outcome of 
the Drugs Group’s deliberations, make the decision on whether Voretigene neparvovec will be 
reimbursed.

13/01/2021WRNN02500Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRNN02600863. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a required appointment at 
the gynae clinic can be facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [45091/20]

13/01/2021WRNN02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
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2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 864 answered with Question No. 862.

13/01/2021WRNN02900Disability Services Provision

13/01/2021WRNN03000865. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if the progressing disability 
services plan will include supports for those children who do not receive their therapy in the 
home but in a special school; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45104/20]

13/01/2021WRNN03100866. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if continuity measures will be 
put in place under the progressing disability services plan to ensure those children who do re-
ceive their therapy and services outside of the home will be supported and allowed to continue 
to do so; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45105/20]

13/01/2021WRNN03200867. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if assurances will be given 
that children outside of special school catchment areas will be able to transfer to the children’s 
disability network teams associated with the school and to have their therapy within the school 
setting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45106/20]

13/01/2021WRNN03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 865 to 867, inclusive, together.

The Programme for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve ser-
vices for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by work-
ing together across Government in a better way. 

The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN03600Home Care Packages

13/01/2021WRNN03700868. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a homecare package can 
be reinstated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45107/20]

13/01/2021WRNN03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

  Question No. 869 answered with Question No. 862.

13/01/2021WRNN04000Treatment Abroad Scheme
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13/01/2021WRNN04100870. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) is 
entitled to seek medical treatment in another EU country and make a claim for reimbursement 
for the cost of treatment from the HSE under current Irish and EU law particularly Directive 
2011/24/EU. [45111/20]

13/01/2021WRNN04200871. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will subsequently be able to exercise their EU rights to seek treatment abroad when the UK 
ceases completely to adhere to EU regulations after 31 December 2020; and the basis on which 
a person is receiving a state pension from another EU member state and Ireland is construed 
as being their member state of affiliation under the terms of Directive 2011/24/EU. [45112/20]

13/01/2021WRNN04300872. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if prohibition in respect of ac-
cess to cross-border healthcare under 2011/24/EU applies equally to legally resident citizens in 
Ireland who receive a pension from another non-EEA country such as the USA, Australia and 
so on; if not, if it is only applicable to citizens receiving a state pension from the UK given that 
their state of affiliation will no longer be an EU member; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45113/20]

13/01/2021WRNN04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 870 to 
872, inclusive, together.

The EU and the UK reached a deal on the Trade and Cooperation Agreement in late De-
cember 2020.   The Agreement includes provisions relating to Social Security and health rights 
for certain categories of persons including pensioners.  Social security and healthcare rights for 
pensioners are also provided for by the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement.

The question raised by the Deputy is a complex one and requires careful consideration of 
the interaction between the current EU Cross Border Directive and that of the Trade and Coop-
eration Agreement and the Withdrawal Agreement.  This matter is currently being reviewed by 
officials and a response will issue to the Deputy when matter has been clarified.

In the interim the Deputy may wish to note that the Government has recently agreed to 
provide for the implementation of a new Northern Ireland Planned Healthcare Scheme from 1 
January 2021 which will operate for 12 months.  This will enable persons resident in Ireland to 
avail of healthcare from private providers in Northern Ireland and be reimbursed for that care 
by the HSE.  The scheme and will operate on the same parameters as the EU Cross Border Di-
rective scheme.

Finally, anyone wishing to seek care under the Directive or the NI Planned Healthcare 
Scheme should contact the HSE’s CBD office at St Canice’s Hospital, Dublin Road, Kilkenny, 
Tel: 056 7784546 or  crossborderdirective@hse.ie to check their eligibility for these schemes.

13/01/2021WRNN04700Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRNN04800873. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45114/20]

13/01/2021WRNN04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
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are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

 This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN05000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRNN05100874. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health his plans to deal with ongoing 
symptoms of long Covid; if general practitioners, consultants and employers have been pro-
vided with guidelines in relation to dealing with long Covid patients; if he will consider setting 
up multidisciplinary clinics throughout the country as in the UK; the resources being deployed 
to deal with the persons who suffer from long Covid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45115/20]

13/01/2021WRNN05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to examine the 
matters raised by the Deputy and to reply directly to her as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN05300Counselling Services

13/01/2021WRNN05400875. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the services in place to allow per-
sons to receive therapy and counselling on a face-to-face basis under the current restrictions. 
[45119/20]

13/01/2021WRNN05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN05600National Treatment Purchase Fund

13/01/2021WRNN05700876. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be facili-
tated through the national treatment purchase fund for a person (details supplied). [45124/20]
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13/01/2021WRNN05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) works with public hospitals, as opposed to 
with patients directly, to offer and provide the funding for treatment to clinically suitable long 
waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day case waiting list for surgery, having been referred 
on to such a list following clinical assessment by a consultant/specialist at an outpatient clinic. 

The key criteria of the NTPF is the prioritisation of the longest waiting patients first. The 
clinical suitability of the patient to avail of NTPF funded treatment is determined by the public 
hospital.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN05900Medical Cards

13/01/2021WRNN06000877. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will reinstate the automatic 
exceptional extension of all medical cards for the rest of the Covid-19 emergency period as 
was in place for medical cards that were due to expire between March and August 2020 which 
were automatically extended for up to one year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45133/20]

13/01/2021WRNN06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Eligibility reviews were temporarily 
suspended by the HSE Primary Care and Eligibility Reimbursement Service (PCERS) dur-
ing the initial phase of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Cards that were due to expire during March 
and August 2020 were automatically extended for up to one year and will be re-assessed on a 
planned basis. This temporary measure was taken in the initial phase of the Covid-19 pandemic 
in order to preserve necessary resources for emergency HSE Covid-19 responses and to also 
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ensure continued eligibility for individuals during that unprecedented time in the health service. 

While the HSE PCERS have resumed eligibility reviews, it is important to note that where 
any medical or GP visit card holders has a review process initiated, he/she will continue to re-
tain their eligibility for the duration of the review process. It is noted that every effort is made by 
the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to provide an eligibility assessment process 
that is responsive and sensitive to people’s needs, in particular, to take full account of the dif-
ficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. 
Social and medical issues are also considered when determining whether undue hardship exists 
for an individual accessing general practitioner or other medical services and to that end, the 
HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card where an applicant exceeds his or her 
income threshold.

13/01/2021WRNN06200Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRNN06300878. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the current waiting time for 
orthopaedic appointments in University Hospital Galway; the measures being taken to reduce 
the waiting times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45134/20]

13/01/2021WRNN06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is being collated by Department officials and a deferred reply will be submitted within ten 
working days.

13/01/2021WRNN06500Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRNN06600879. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [45135/20]

13/01/2021WRNN06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN06800Cancer Services

13/01/2021WRNN06900880. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to improve 
detection, diagnosis and treatment of ovarian cancer; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45139/20]

13/01/2021WRNN07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE’s National Cancer Control 
Programme, in conjunction with the National Clinical Effectiveness Committee, published a 
National Clinical Guideline on Ovarian Cancer in August 2019. The guideline is based on best 
research evidence, in conjunction with clinical expertise and patient preferences, and was de-
veloped using a clear evidence-based methodology that is used internationally.

The overall objectives of the National Clinical Guideline on Ovarian Cancer are: 

- to improve the quality of clinical care, improving patient outcomes by reducing morbidity 
and mortality;

- to reduce variation in practice and improve consistency and standards of care by promot-
ing interventions of proven benefit - and discouraging ineffective ones; and 
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- to address areas of clinical care with new and emerging evidence.

A total of €20m additional funding has been allocated for the National Cancer Strategy in 
2021.  The 2021 funding will facilitate significant progression of key priorities of the National 
Cancer Strategy, including prevention measures, improved access to diagnostics, the further de-
velopment of medical, radiation and surgical oncology and expanded services to support those 
living with and beyond cancer.

13/01/2021WRNN07100Disabilities Assessments

13/01/2021WRNN07200881. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) will receive an assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45141/20]

13/01/2021WRNN07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The  Government commits to prioritising access to disability services for children and en-
suring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the best 
outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRNN07400Disabilities Assessments

13/01/2021WRNN07500882. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) will receive an assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45142/20]

13/01/2021WRNN07600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The  Government commits to prioritising access to disability services for children and en-
suring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the best 
outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 883 answered with Question No. 862.

13/01/2021WROO00300Mental Health Services

13/01/2021WROO00400884. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the public funding received 
by the youth mental health organisation Jigsaw in 2019 and 2020, respectively. [45146/20]

13/01/2021WROO00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
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as possible.

13/01/2021WROO00600Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

13/01/2021WROO00700885. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the public funding spent on 
HSE youth and adolescent mental health services in 2019 and 2020, respectively. [45147/20]

13/01/2021WROO00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WROO00900National LGBTI+ Strategy

13/01/2021WROO01000886. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the status of action 15.1 of 
the National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy 2019-2021 to update the National Sexual Health Strat-
egy in 2020 to include the needs of the LGBTI+ community; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45174/20]

13/01/2021WROO01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Organisa-
tions representing the LGBTI+ community are key stakeholders in the implementation of the 
National Sexual Health Strategy (NSHS) and Ministers and officials from my Department have 
met several times with such organisations in recent years, including the Gay Health Network, 
ACT UP, BeLonG To, and Pride festival organisers.

Support for sexual health initiatives is provided by the HSE Sexual Health and Crisis Preg-
nancy Programme (SHCPP). The SHCPP is also in regular contact with relevant LGBTI+ 
stakeholders and organisations.

Key initiatives delivered under the National Sexual Health Strategy and of clear benefit 
to the LGBTI+ community include HIV Ireland’s MPOWER and the Man2man programmes, 
the HIV Fast Track Cities initiative, the national PrEP programme, expansion of the National 
Condom Distribution Service and expansion of the HPV Vaccination scheme to included gay, 
bisexual and other men who have sex with men as part of wider public STI and HIV related 
services.

The Deputy will be aware that 2020 was intended to be the final year in the lifetime of the 
current NSHS. 

It had been envisaged that the Department of Health and the HSE Sexual Health Crisis Preg-
nancy Programme would, in 2020, review the position with regard to the future direction of the 
Strategy. However, it was necessary to postpone this work due to the urgent need to mobilise 
and prioritise resources in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

It is the intention of this Department that the review of the NSHS will take place as soon as 
possible in 2021. While the outcome of this review will determine the future direction of the 
Strategy, it will also be necessary to ensure that any remaining work items arising from the cur-
rent Strategy continue to be implemented. 

In light of this, officials from my Department recently wrote to the Interim Programme Lead 
for the HSE SHCPP, suggesting that we extend the lifetime of the current NSHS to the end of 
2021, and requesting that the HSE take any necessary measures to incorporate this into the 
service planning process. 
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Consultation with the relevant stakeholders, including those organisations representing the 
LGBTI+ community, will be carried out as a key element of the review process.

13/01/2021WROO01200Cancer Services

13/01/2021WROO01300887. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if there have been supply 
disruptions for medication for chemotherapy at Tullamore hospital (details supplied); if there 
is a risk of supply-related issues in the coming months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [45176/20]

13/01/2021WROO01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE’s National Cancer Control 
Programme (NCCP) advise that there have been no disruption to the supply of Systemic Anti-
Cancer Therapy (SACT) to the Midlands Regional Hospital Tullamore. There was a potential 
delay to delivery on 22 December but this did not transpire.    

In relation to the supply of parenteral SACT, the Department of Health, the HSE and the 
Health Products Regulatory Authority, together with the makers of parenteral SACT, whole-
salers and pharmacists, are continually working to review the supply of parenteral SACT to 
Ireland with a view to anticipating, and responding to in so far as is possible, any potential 
vulnerabilities in supply.

  Question No. 888 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WROO01600Primary Medical Certificates

13/01/2021WROO01700889. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the recom-
mencement of assessments for primary medical certificates. [45192/20]

13/01/2021WROO01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the De-
partment of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  The extent of the involvement of Health 
Service Executive (HSE)  personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical 
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a 
Primary Medical Certificate. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for 
the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on behalf of the Department of Finance and 
the Revenue Commissioners.

The Deputy will be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of  June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance. In order to allow for the Primary Medical Certificate assessments to recommence, 
the Minister for Finance brought forward amendments to the Finance Bill to provide for the 
existing medical criteria in primary legislation. 

Following a request from Minister Donohoe, my colleague the Minister for Health, Stephen 
Donnelly T.D. issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the Health Service Execu-
tive on 22nd December, 2020, to the effect that Primary Medical Certificate assessments can 
recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.

13/01/2021WROO01900Eating Disorders
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13/01/2021WROO02000890. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the inpatient and outpatient 
services available for persons suffering from an eating disorder; the budget allocated for these 
services over the past three years; the amount of the budget that is underspent or exceeded; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45201/20]

13/01/2021WROO02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WROO02200Eating Disorders

13/01/2021WROO02300891. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of inpatient 
beds available for persons suffering from an eating disorder per hospital in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45202/20]

13/01/2021WROO02400892. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of presentations 
to the HSE made by persons suffering from an eating disorder per hospital in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [45203/20]

13/01/2021WROO02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 891 and 892 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to 
the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 893 answered with Question No. 767.

  Questions Nos. 894 and 895 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WROO03000Respite Care Services

13/01/2021WROO03100896. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will consider adding 
additional respite resources for carers in the home who are caring for persons with disabilities; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45207/20]

13/01/2021WROO03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WROO03300Vaccination Programme

13/01/2021WROO03400897. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the way in which he plans 
to manage and communicate the scheduling of the roll-out of vaccines to all care settings such 
as nursing homes, congregated settings, group homes and hospitals for patients, staff and ser-
vice users; his plans to issue timescales specific or non-specific; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45208/20]
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13/01/2021WROO03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WROO03600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WROO03700898. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the extent to which vitamin D is 
being used by the HSE to treat and-or prevent Covid-19 in healthcare settings here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1002/21]

13/01/2021WROO03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This is an operational matter which is 
the responsibility of the HSE. I have asked the Executive to reply directly to the Deputy in this 
regard.

13/01/2021WROO03900Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WROO04000899. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the status of the ongoing obser-
vational studies that are currently evaluating the role of vitamin D in preventing and treating 
Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1003/21]

13/01/2021WROO04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational matter within 
the responsibility of the Health Service Executive, I have asked the Executive to examine the 
issues raised and reply directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WROO04200Food Safety Authority of Ireland

13/01/2021WROO04300900. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the terms of reference given to 
the Food Safety Authority ahead of the publication of its vitamin D scientific recommendations 
for food-based dietary guidelines for older adults in Ireland; if this study was requested to look 
at vitamin D in the general population in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1004/21]

13/01/2021WROO04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Scien-
tific Committee of the Food Safety Authority of Ireland was requested to fast track their current 
work on Vitamin D and older people to provide an evidence-base to the Department of Health to 
underpin public health policy for vitamin D supplementation in older people aged 65 plus years.

Under the Terms of Reference, the Scientific Committee was asked to:

1. Look at the vitamin D requirements for older adults and their current vitamin D intake 
status.

2. Consider how best to achieve vitamin D requirements, taking total vitamin D intake into 
consideration. 

3. Determine the older population sub-groups that need vitamin D supplementation.

4. Determine the level of supplementation required within these sub-groups and the appro-
priate vitamin D supplement. 

5. Consider any special circumstances.
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6. Deliver scientific advice for population-based guidance to the Department of Health be-
fore the end of September 2020.

13/01/2021WROO04500Covid-19 Tests

13/01/2021WROO04600901. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the way in which different 
strains of the SARS-CoV-2 virus are being identified and analysed; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1007/21]

13/01/2021WROO04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WROO04800Covid-19 Tests

13/01/2021WROO04900902. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cooperation or synchroni-
sation there has been on SARS-CoV-2 diagnostics with the Department of Health in Northern 
Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1008/21]

13/01/2021WROO05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health (ROI) and 
Health Service Executive are in regular communication with the Department of Health and 
Public Health Agency in Northern Ireland in relation to population-level approaches to testing 
for SARS-CoV-2. The purpose of this is to share information and learnings to optimise control 
of the pandemic in both jurisdictions.

  Question No. 903 answered with Question No. 798.

13/01/2021WROO05200Vaccination Programme

13/01/2021WROO05300904. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the use of 
community centres as vaccination centres given their accessibility and availability; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1018/21]

13/01/2021WROO054001024. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if centres or premises have been 
secured in counties Laois and Offaly in terms of the roll-out of vaccinations. [1463/21]

13/01/2021WROO05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 904 
and 1024 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 905 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WROO05700Vaccination Programme

13/01/2021WROO05800906. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health the reason University Hospital 
Limerick was not included in the first tranche of the Covid-19 vaccination roll-out, given the 
consistently and worryingly high numbers attending the hospital. [1029/21]

13/01/2021WROO05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
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the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WROO06000Vaccination Programme

13/01/2021WROO06100907. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if it is planned for the Covid-19 
vaccine to be administered seven days a week. [1030/21]

13/01/2021WROO06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 908 answered with Question No. 751.

13/01/2021WRPP00300Childhood Obesity

13/01/2021WRPP00400909. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the actions that have been under-
taken by his Department on foot of the recommendations of the Report on Tackling Childhood 
Obesity published by the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Children and Youth Affairs in Novem-
ber 2018; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1043/21]

13/01/2021WRPP00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Children and Youth Affairs Report on Tackling Childhood Obesity 
followed ten days of hearings from stakeholders, including a number of Government Depart-
ments, and the receipt of a number of written submissions.  The Report contained 20 recom-
mendations for action under a number of headings and was published in October 2018. 

The principal policy instrument for combatting obesity in Ireland is ‘A Healthy Weight for 
Ireland’, the Obesity Policy and Action Plan (OPAP), which was launched in September 2016 
under the Healthy Ireland Framework.  The OPAP covers a 10-year period up to 2025 and aims 
to reverse obesity trends, prevent health complications and reduce the overall burden for indi-
viduals, families, the health system, and the wider society and economy.  The Plan is a whole-
of-government, cross-sectoral plan and recognises that obesity is a complex, multifaceted prob-
lem which needs a multi-pronged solution, with every sector of society playing its part.  The 
recommendations in the Joint Oireachtas Committee report are broadly aligned with the actions 
in the Obesity Policy and Action Plan. 

Work has been progressing on a number of fronts in relation to the areas covered in the rec-
ommendations of the Joint Committee Report and the actions in the Obesity Policy and Action 
Plan.  For example, the HSE is developing an end-to-end Childhood and Adolescent Obesity 
Prevention and Treatment Model in line with Sláintecare. The Joint Committee on Children, 
Disability, Equality and Integration has requested an update on the recommendations of the 
Report on Tackling Childhood Obesity, and it is expected that a comprehensive update will is-
sue shortly. 

Obesity, and in particular childhood obesity, is a priority area for the Government, as re-
flected in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared Future”.  It is also a high priority of 
mine in my capacity as Minister for Public Health, Wellbeing and the National Drugs Strategy.  
Funding has been provided in Budget 2021 with a particular focus on developing healthy com-
munities by addressing health and well-being in areas of deprivation and details are currently 
being progressed with a range of stakeholders. This approach will take into a range of factors 
that impact health and well-being as part  of a whole- systems approach, and child obesity will 
be an important element of this.
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13/01/2021WRPP00600Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRPP00700910. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1045/21]

13/01/2021WRPP00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP00900Vaccination Programme

13/01/2021WRPP01000911. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if Covid-19 vaccines will be 
rolled out in a timely and efficient manner; if adequate plans have been put in place for the train-
ing of sufficient personnel to administer these vaccines; when this training will be completed; 
when sufficient quantities of these vaccines will be available in Ireland to undertake a signifi-
cant vaccination programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1046/21]

13/01/2021WRPP01100946. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if his Department has considered 
utilising members of the Defence Forces in the roll-out of Covid-19 vaccines due to their expe-
rience and expertise working on logistics in field hospitals on foreign missions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1159/21]

13/01/2021WRPP01200988. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when the entire population 
will be vaccinated against Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1290/21]

13/01/2021WRPP01300995. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if his Department has consid-
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ered engaging staff from a variety of sectors to speed up to roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccine; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1307/21]

13/01/2021WRPP014001027. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if staff have been designated 
for administering vaccines; the training carried out; and the timeframe for community vaccina-
tions. [1468/21]

13/01/2021WRPP01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 911, 
946, 988, 995 and 1027 together.

The Government is committed to the timely implementation of a COVID-19 immunisation 
programme.  In this regard a High-Level Taskforce was established to support and oversee the 
development and implementation of the programme. 

The Taskforce membership is made up of senior personnel from my  Department, the Health 
Service Executive, the Health Products Regulatory Authority, the Office of the Government 
Chief Information Officer, the  Office of Government Procurement, IDA Ireland, the Depart-
ment of  Enterprise, Trade and Employment and the Department of the Taoiseach, as well as ex-
pertise in the areas of public health, supply chain  logistics, cold chain logistics, and programme 
management. The Defence Forces are also represented. 

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable. 

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally. 

Over time there will be enough vaccine available to vaccinate all those who want it. We 
are planning to vaccinate as many people within our population, with approved vaccines, as 
quickly, safely, and effectively as possible. 

Training is now available to all relevant staff and being completed on a daily rolling basis 
to build up the number of vaccinators.  Over 2,000 people have now completed the training 
programme. Pharmacists, GPs, doctors, nurses, paramedics, and many healthcare professionals, 
will have a role to play in the vaccination programme.

13/01/2021WRPP01600Health Services

13/01/2021WRPP01700912. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the publicly funded model of 
care for fertility treatment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1047/21]

13/01/2021WRPP01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following on from my response to the 
Deputy’s similar question, number 147 of November 3rd last, funding of €2m was provided to 
the HSE to commence Phase One of the roll-out of the model of care in 2020. This was utilised 
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specifically in respect of the development of the first four Regional Fertility Hubs – namely, at 
Cork Maternity University Hospital, the Rotunda Hospital, the National Maternity Hospital and 
the Coombe Women & Infants University Hospital. 

While three of the first four regional hubs are based in Dublin, their total catchment area 
relates to that of the four corresponding regional health areas of the country. 

Additional funding of just over €1m is being made available to enable the continuation and 
completion of Phase One of the roll-out in 2021, including through the setting-up of the final 
two Regional Fertility Hubs, to be located in Galway and Limerick.    

The roll-out of Phase One has been slowed due to the management of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic by the health service broadly and its impact upon the provision of elective health services, 
including fertility services.

Phase Two of the roll-out will not commence until such time as infertility services at second-
ary level have been developed across the country and the AHR legislation commenced. While 
it is not possible at this juncture to give a definitive timeline for the completion of the roll-out, 
the introduction of a publicly-funded model of care for fertility treatment is a Programme for 
Government commitment. It is intended that, in line with available resources, this will be fully 
implemented on a phased basis over the course of the coming years.

Overall, the implementation of the model of care will help to ensure the provision of safe, 
effective and accessible infertility services at all levels of the public health system as part of the 
full range of services available in obstetrics and gynaecology.

It should be noted that while AHR treatment is not currently funded by the Irish public 
health service, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered 
under the High Tech Arrangements administered by the HSE. Medicines covered by the High 
Tech Arrangements must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist and authorised for supply to 
the client’s nominated community pharmacy by the High Tech Hub managed by the Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service. The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under 
the client’s eligibility, i.e., Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme. Given the costs associated 
with certain fertility medicines, I am aware that these schemes can have a material impact on 
the total cost of AHR treatment for individuals who avail of them. 

In addition, there is other support available in that patients who access AHR treatment pri-
vately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses 
scheme.

13/01/2021WRPP01900Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRPP02000913. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if fertility services can con-
tinue operating through level 5; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1048/21]

13/01/2021WRPP02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have for-
warded the query to the HSE for direct reply.

13/01/2021WRPP02200Health Services Funding

13/01/2021WRPP02300914. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the amount allocated towards 
eating disorder treatment in the HSE in each of the past five years; the amount that was spent in 
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each year; his views on the adequacy of the funding and the supports and treatments available; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1055/21]

13/01/2021WRPP02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP02500Cross-Border Health Initiatives

13/01/2021WRPP02600915. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the status of the cross-border 
directive since 1 January 2021 in the context of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1056/21]

13/01/2021WRPP02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since 1 January 2021, the provisions 
of the EU Cross Border Directive (CBD) no longer apply to the UK. In order to mitigate the 
impact of the loss of access to care in the UK under the EU CBD scheme for persons resident 
in Ireland, the Government has agreed to provide for the implementation of a replacement 
scheme to be available in Northern Ireland only from 1 January 2021. The new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme will operate for 12 months and will operate on the same parameters 
as the EU Cross Border Directive scheme.

Furthermore, the HSE has also put in place transitional arrangements for certain patients 
who have a legitimate expectation of continuing to access care in the UK under the current 
provisions of the EU Cross-Border Directive Scheme including provision for reimbursement 
of healthcare costs by the HSE to persons who fall into certain categories, such as patients who 
can evidence that they have treatment booked prior to December 2020 for treatment in 2021.  
Patients are advised to contact the HSE CBD office directly with queries on individual applica-
tions and whether they are covered by the transitional arrangements or the new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme.

Finally, it is also important to note that, patients continue to have access to health services 
under the EU CBD Scheme in all other remaining EU countries.

13/01/2021WRPP02800Addiction Treatment Services

13/01/2021WRPP02900916. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if addiction services have 
been transferred from Navan to Drogheda, County Louth; the reason for same; the number of 
staff and service users affected; the alternative site and service options that were considered and 
ruled out; the reason for same; if it is planned to return services to Navan; if so, the date for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1057/21]

13/01/2021WRPP03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP03100Hospital Staff

13/01/2021WRPP03200917. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health the number of consultant 
neurologists nationally; and the number there should be compared to international standards. 
[1058/21]
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13/01/2021WRPP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to reply directly 
to the Deputy with this data as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP03400Hospital Data

13/01/2021WRPP03500918. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health the standard length of time a 
patient is waiting to see a neurologist for a routine, non-urgent reason, for example, migraines 
or dizziness clinic appointment. [1059/21]

13/01/2021WRPP03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the attached document.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq918a-13-01-21_en.xlsx”>Hospital Waiting Times</a>]

13/01/2021WRPP03700Maternity Services

13/01/2021WRPP03800919. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the extent to which birthing 
partners are currently permitted to attend the birth of a child and related maternity appoint-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1063/21]

13/01/2021WRPP03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP04000Hospital Services

13/01/2021WRPP04100920. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that patients invited to attend an outpatient appointment with a neurologist (details sup-
plied) at St. Vincent’s University Hospital who have been given the option to attend, cancel or 
rebook in the past are now being informed that they have only one opportunity to rebook and 
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then must take the subsequent appointment or be removed from the waiting list; his views on 
whether, during the Covid-19 pandemic, those with underlying health conditions or legitimate 
concerns about the current level of infections and are keen to comply with public health advice 
should be penalised by choosing to defer the appointment during the pandemic having spent 
several years on the waiting list in the first place; the reason for this change in hospital policy 
on neurology outpatient appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1073/21]

13/01/2021WRPP04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient safety remains at the centre of 
all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To ensure services are provided in a safe, 
clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines and pro-
tocols.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP04300Hospital Deaths

13/01/2021WRPP04400921. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on a news article 
(details supplied) on reported Covid-19-related deaths at a hospital if a Covid-19 outbreak took 
place; if so, the number of residents infected; the number of transfers to hospital as a result; the 
number of deaths; if other relevant details will be provided; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1074/21]

13/01/2021WRPP04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP04600Eating Disorders

13/01/2021WRPP04700922. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of HSE fund-
ing allocated to the eating disorder treatment plan in each of the years 2018 to 2020; the actual 
spend on these treatments; the breakdown of this funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1076/21]

13/01/2021WRPP04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP04900Ambulance Service

13/01/2021WRPP05000923. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of ambulance 
response times from time of call to arrival on scene in each of the years 2018 to 2020, by county 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1077/21]

13/01/2021WRPP05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP05200Health Services Funding
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13/01/2021WRPP05300924. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by his 
Department on the health element of Housing First initiatives in 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1078/21]

13/01/2021WRPP05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Housing First 
is an initiative for homeless individuals, who have been sleeping rough and using emergency 
homeless accommodation on a long-term basis, with complex needs (including mental health 
and addiction needs) that have prevented them from exiting homelessness.   The model offers 
the provision of immediate, permanent and affordable housing to tackle homelessness, and 
provides appropriate wraparound housing and health supports, and connections to community-
based supports, to ensure people maintain their housing and improve their overall health and 
well-being.

The Housing First National Implementation Plan 2018–2021 is collaboration between the 
Department of Health and Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage. It includes 
a target of over 600 tenancies. Over 50 per cent of those tenancies have already been delivered; 
and the success rate of the programme through housing sustainment is over 85 per cent, which 
compares very favourably with the best outcomes achieved by Housing First internationally. 

A Housing First Manual for Ireland was published in December 2020 and will assist hous-
ing and healthcare practitioners in implementing the model in Ireland. 

The Department of Health provides annual funding of €36 million to the HSE for the health 
services and supports for homeless people, which is an increase of €6 million since 2016. From 
this allocation, the HSE provides funding for health supports for those availing of tenancies 
through Housing First. 

I along with my colleagues the Minister for Health and the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage are committed to reducing and preventing homelessness.  Housing 
First is an important policy instrument to reach this goal. In  Budget 2021, I secured €1m for 
health supports for 218 new tenancies under the Housing First programme. as part of an overall 
allocation of €3.8m for the addiction and health needs of people who are homeless.

As the Deputy’s question relates to the spend on the health element of Housing First for 
2018 - 2020, and is therefore a service issue, it has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 925 answered with Question No. 751.

13/01/2021WRPP05600Parliamentary Questions

13/01/2021WRPP05700926. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the number of parliamentary ques-
tions he received in 2020; the number that stated that the issue was a service matter for the HSE 
or another statutory body to respond to; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1094/21]

13/01/2021WRPP05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is set out in the tables in the following link.   

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq926-13-01-21_en.docx”>Number of Parliamentary Questions</a>]

13/01/2021WRPP05900Covid-19 Pandemic
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13/01/2021WRPP06000927. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if an ambulance was called to a 
fur farm in County Kerry in December 2020; the reason for this call-out; if any workers at this 
or the other two fur farms have tested positive for Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1095/21]

13/01/2021WRPP06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP06200European Health Insurance Card

13/01/2021WRPP06300928. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the measures being undertak-
en to ensure Northern Ireland continues to have access to the European health insurance card; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1110/21]

13/01/2021WRPP06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
between the EU and the UK provides for a continuation of healthcare rights when on a tempo-
rary stay in a State covered by the Agreement.  Therefore the equivalent of EHIC rights will be 
maintained under the Agreement for persons resident in Northern Ireland.  In that regard there 
is no requirement for the Irish Government to implement the direct reimbursement scheme for 
persons resident in Northern Ireland that was originally envisaged.

13/01/2021WRPP06500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRPP06600929. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the status of all Covid-19 vac-
cine authorisations currently being assessed by the European Medicines Agency; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1111/21]

13/01/2021WRPP06700991. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the engagement he has had 
with the European Commission on the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccination; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [1297/21]

13/01/2021WRPP06800992. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the engagement he has had 
with the European Medicines Agency about its approval of Covid-19 vaccinations; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [1298/21]

13/01/2021WRPP069001095. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the interaction he had with the 
European Medicines Agency, EMA, about the approval process for a Covid-19 vaccine (details 
supplied); his understanding of the delay in the EU approval process versus that of the UK and 
the USA; and the likely approval date and subsequent roll-out plan for this particular vaccine 
in Ireland.  [1802/21]

13/01/2021WRPP07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 929, 
991, 992 and 1095 together.

Ireland is taking part in a Procurement Exercise being operated by the European Commis-
sion (EC) on behalf of Member States to procure suitable, safe and effective vaccines, in suf-
ficient quantities, to combat COVID-19. 

On 21 December, the EC granted approval for conditional marketing authorisation for the 
vaccine Comirnaty, developed by BioNTech and Pfizer, to prevent coronavirus disease (CO-
VID-19) in people from 16 years of age following recommendation by the European Medicines 
Agency. Supplies of Comirnaty are being delivered to the State and utilised in the current vac-
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cination programme.

On 6 January, the EC granted approval for conditional marketing authorisation for CO-
VID-19 Vaccine Moderna to prevent coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in people from 18 years 
of age.  

The EMA has received an application for conditional marketing authorisation (CMA) for a 
COVID-19 vaccine developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford University. The assessment of the 
vaccine, known as COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca, will proceed under an accelerated time-
line. An opinion on the marketing authorisation could be issued by 29 January provided that 
the data submitted on the quality, safety and efficacy of the vaccine are sufficiently robust and 
complete and that any additional information required to complete the assessment is promptly 
submitted. 

The EMA are also currently undertaking a rolling review of the Janssen Vaccine, which 
began on 1 December 2020.

For more information on COVID-19 Vaccines in development, are available on the EMA 
website:

  https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/overview/public-health-threats/coro-
navirus-disease-covid-19/treatments-vaccines/covid-19-vaccines-development-evaluation-ap-
proval-monitoring

  Question No. 930 answered with Question No. 798.

13/01/2021WRPP07200Speech and Language Therapy

13/01/2021WRPP07300931. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 446 of 10 December 2020, the steps being taken to address the unacceptably long 
waiting time for speech and language assessments in Dublin 9 and 11 given the current waiting 
time for initial assessment in the area is 18 to 24 months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1117/21]

13/01/2021WRPP07400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising access to disability services for children and en-
suring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the best 
outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRPP07500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRPP07600932. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of people with a 
positive diagnosis of Covid-19 who have uploaded their random IDs to the Covid tracker ap-
plication on a monthly basis; the number of application users who were sent a close contact 
alert each month since the application went live; the number of active users each month; the 
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steps being taken to increase the use of the application; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [1121/21]

13/01/2021WRPP07700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRQQ00200Maternity Services

13/01/2021WRQQ00300933. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the up-to-date information on 
neonatal intensive care unit care in Irish hospitals as against best practice standards for space, 
equipment and staffing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1124/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRQQ00500Primary Care Services

13/01/2021WRQQ00600934. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the number and staffing levels 
of diabetes community services attached to primary care centres. [1125/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRQQ00800Diabetes Strategy

13/01/2021WRQQ00900935. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the process for nomination to 
the diabetes working group; when it was last appointed; the process implemented; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1126/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This is a matter for the Health Service 
Executive and I have asked for them to reply directly to the Deputy on this matter.

13/01/2021WRQQ01100Maternity Services

13/01/2021WRQQ01200936. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the up-to-date plans for capital 
investment in neonatal intensive care unit provision in maternity and paediatric hospital depart-
ments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1127/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

13/01/2021WRQQ01400Maternity Services

13/01/2021WRQQ01500937. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to address inadequate 
space for the provision of neonatal intensive care unit care in the Rotunda Hospital, Dublin; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1128/21]
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13/01/2021WRQQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

  Question No. 938 answered with Question No. 798.

  Question No. 939 answered with Question No. 759.

13/01/2021WRQQ01900Hospital Staff

13/01/2021WRQQ02000940. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of student nurses cur-
rently rostered for work in each hospital setting as of 5 January 2021, in tabular form. [1146/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRQQ02200Disability Services Data

13/01/2021WRQQ02300941. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of residential facili-
ties for persons with disabilities that are currently closed due to Covid-19 infections; and the 
number of residents affected by county, in tabular form. [1148/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives. 

Disability residential services continue to be prioritised and delivered subject to public 
health advice and infection prevention and control management procedures.  The Health Ser-
vice Executive (HSE) has provided guidance for Covid-19 for Disability Services Residential 
and Group home facilities, which includes the prevention and control of outbreaks of Covid-19 
in residential facilities. 

As the Deputy’s question relates to service matters, I have arranged for the question to be 
referred to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

  Question No. 942 answered with Question No. 787.

13/01/2021WRQQ02600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRQQ02700943. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the official title of the Covid-19 
case management system that records daily cases; the date on which this system was activated; 
the amount spent on this system in both its development and since activation; the persons and 
bodies that have access to this system; the daily capacity for the corroboration of positive swabs 
to individual cases; the way in which a backlog of approximately 10,000 cases was allowed to 
occur; the steps he is taking to ensure that a backlog will not occur again; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1152/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.



Questions - Written Answers

496

13/01/2021WRQQ02900Addiction Treatment Services

13/01/2021WRQQ03000944. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health if addiction services have been 
transferred from Navan to Drogheda; if so, the reason for same; the number of staff and service 
users affected; the alternative site or service options that were considered and ruled out; the 
reason for same; if it is intended to return services to Navan; if so, the date for same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1153/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRQQ03200Health Insurance

13/01/2021WRQQ03300945. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding letters being received by persons who at-
tended private hospitals between 30 March and 30 June 2020 and who paid private health insur-
ance excesses and have since received invoices from the private hospitals for the HSE statutory 
charge of €80; the normal procedure for members of the public to undertake in such instances; 
if members of the public who have private health insurance are expected to pay both an excess 
and a HSE statutory charge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1158/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the arrangement between private 
hospitals and the HSE that ran from April to June of 2020, all patients in the private hospitals 
were treated as public patients for the duration of the agreement and their treatment was pri-
oritised based on clinical need. Patients in receipt of non-Covid-19 related care were, subject 
to exemptions (e.g. a medical card holder), liable for the €80 statutory public in-patient charge 
while patients in receipt of Covid-19 related care were exempt from charges. Provision was 
made under the agreement to allow for continuity of care for patients who were in a private 
hospital or attending for treatment at the time the Heads of Terms of Agreement were agreed, 
on the grounds that these patients would be treated as public patients.

Private patients who received non-covid-19 related care in public hospitals for the duration 
of the Framework Agreement continued to be subject to the private in-patient charges provided 
for in Section 55 of the Health Act 1970 (as amended) in addition to any professional fees for 
consultant services which are the subject of negotiation between health insurers and consultants.

Patients who were admitted to private hospitals prior to the commencement of the Frame-
work Agreement and were receiving care in private hospitals during this time should only have 
been doing so to continue a course of treatment that had commenced before the start of the 
agreement between the private hospitals and the HSE, as per the terms of the agreement. They 
should therefore have been treated on a public basis, and not privately. The statutory daily 
public in-patient charge of €80 therefore should, subject to exemptions, apply, and the patient 
should not be liable for private professional or hospital fees, or the excesses that they pay as part 
of their health insurance contract on those fees.

The Deputy may wish to provide further information regarding the specific details of this 
case, to facilitate further clarification with the HSE.

  Question No. 946 answered with Question No. 911.
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13/01/2021WRQQ03600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRQQ03700947. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health when members of the Defence 
Forces will be vaccinated; if current plans can be expedited due to imminent foreign travel for 
some members; if the two-week quarantine for returning members of the Defence Forces has 
been considered in view of the time they must spend away from home; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1160/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will become available to vaccinate all of those 
for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there will be initially limited vaccines available, 
it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation 
strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable. 

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally. 

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence.

Ireland is implementing the EU ‘traffic lights’ approach to travel, which applies to countries 
in the EU/ EEA. 

Advice for travel during the COVID-19 pandemic can be found at the below link.

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/75d92-covid-19-travel-advice/ 

Further information on the Allocation Strategy can be found at:

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

13/01/2021WRQQ03900Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRQQ04000948. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the visiting procedures for HSE 
nursing homes in view of the new restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1161/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRQQ04200HSE Funding

13/01/2021WRQQ04300949. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address an issue 
of funding (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1162/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
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vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WRQQ04500Eating Disorders

13/01/2021WRQQ04600950. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that mon-
ies allocated for the development of eating disorder services are not averted to meet unfunded 
cost growth in other areas of the mental health services; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1163/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WRQQ04800Physiotherapy Services

13/01/2021WRQQ04900951. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if an organisation 
(details supplied) can continue to operate its physio-led rehabilitation services as part of the 
clients’ primary care plan during level 5 restrictions. [1172/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As you are aware, Ireland is currently 
at Level 5 of the Government’s medium-term Strategy Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: 
Plan for Living with COVID-19. This 5-level framework sets out what is permitted for social 
or family gatherings, work and public transport, bars, hotels and restaurants, exercise activities 
and religious services, at that moment in time.

As you can appreciate, the current public health measures recognise the need to reduce con-
gregation and interactions between people to reduce the transmission of Covid-19. The number 
of people allowed to gather in different scenarios in the plan is based on a review of internation-
al practice and the judgment of public health experts. It seeks to balance the risks of different 
types of gatherings against the desire to allow normal activities to proceed in so far as possible. 
The measures in place for each level reflect the prevailing disease situation and recognise that 
we can and must prioritise some activities over others.

At level 5, all non-essential retail, and all non-essential services must remain closed. Infor-
mation on the current public health measures in relation to essential retail/essential services at 
level 5 is available at: - https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/ 

The list of essential services that can remain open during Level 5 includes therapy services 
provided by a member of a designated profession within the meaning of Section 3 of the Health 
and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (No. 27 of 2005).  There are seventeen professions des-
ignated under the 2005 Act, which are encompassed in the list of essential services.  These are: 
Dietitians, Dispensing Opticians, Medical Scientists, Occupational Therapists, Optometrists, 
Physiotherapists (which includes Physical Therapists), Radiographers, Radiation Therapists, 
Social Workers, Speech and Language Therapists, Clinical Biochemists, Counsellors, Orthop-
tists, Podiatrists, Psychologists, Psychotherapists and Social Care Workers.

13/01/2021WRQQ05100Cross-Border Health Initiatives

13/01/2021WRQQ05200952. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the arrangements in place to 
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allow operations scheduled prior to December 2020 in hospitals in Northern Ireland for 2021 
under the cross-border initiative; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1181/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since 1 January 2021, the provisions 
of the EU Cross Border Directive (CBD) no longer apply to the UK. In order to mitigate the 
impact of the loss of access to care in the UK under the EU CBD scheme for persons resident 
in Ireland, the Government has agreed to provide for the implementation of a replacement 
scheme to be available in Northern Ireland only from 1 January 2021. The new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme will operate for 12 months and will operate on the same parameters 
as the EU Cross Border Directive scheme.

Furthermore, the HSE has also put in place transitional arrangements for certain patients 
who have a legitimate expectation of continuing to access care in the UK under the current 
provisions of the EU Cross-Border Directive Scheme including provision for reimbursement 
of healthcare costs by the HSE to persons who fall into certain categories, such as patients who 
can evidence that they have treatment booked prior to December 2020 for treatment in 2021.  
Patients are advised to contact the HSE CBD office directly with queries on individual applica-
tions and whether they are covered by the transitional arrangements or the new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme.

Finally, it is also important to note that, patients continue to have access to health services 
under the EU CBD Scheme in all other remaining EU countries.

13/01/2021WRQQ05400Birth Data

13/01/2021WRQQ05500953. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of births in each 
hospital in each of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, in tabular form. [1192/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRQQ05700Disability Support Services

13/01/2021WRQQ05800954. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of re-
cruiting ten additional full-time staff nurses for intellectual disability in Cherry Orchard Hos-
pital. [1193/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRQQ06000Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRQQ06100955. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the waiting times to see a 
respiratory consultant at Portlaoise regional hospital; and the number of persons on the waiting 
list.  [1194/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Further to the deferral of most scheduled care activity in March, April, and May of last year 
due to the pandemic, the HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent 
elective procedures are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased 
demand for bed capacity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

In relation to the information requested by the Deputy, the NTPF have advised that Port-
laoise Regional Hospital currently only hold a paediatric waiting list for respiratory consulta-
tion. The relevant information relating to waiting times for paediatric respiratory medicine is 
attached. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq955-13-01-21_en.xlsx  “>Table</a>]

13/01/2021WRQQ06300Hospital Data

13/01/2021WRQQ06400956. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of laparoscopic 
appendectomies carried out in the hospitals of the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group in each of 
the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, in tabular form. [1195/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ06500957. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of laparoscopic 
cholecystectomies carried out in the hospitals of the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group in each 
of the years 2018, 2019 and 2020, in tabular form. [1196/21]

13/01/2021WRQQ06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 956 
and 957 together.

It is recognised that waiting times for scheduled appointments and procedures have been 
impacted in the last year as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

In relation to the particular queries raised, concerning laparoscopic cholecystectomies and 
laparoscopic appendectomies as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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13/01/2021WRRR00200Hospital Staff

13/01/2021WRRR00300958. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if funding will be approved 
for the recruitment of an additional full-time consultant in vascular surgery and consultant 
surgeon with a special interest in upper gastrointestinal surgery for St. Columcille’s Hospital, 
Loughlinstown, Dublin 18. [1197/21]

13/01/2021WRRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRRR00500Health Services Access

13/01/2021WRRR00600959. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the provi-
sion of public sexual health services in County Meath. [1205/21]

13/01/2021WRRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRRR00800Hospital Data

13/01/2021WRRR00900960. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time 
laboratory scientists employed in each hospital in the Ireland East Hospital Group as of 31 De-
cember 2019 and 31 December 2020, in tabular form. [1206/21]

13/01/2021WRRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRRR01100Audiology Services

13/01/2021WRRR01200961. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a hearing appointment will be 
scheduled for a person (details supplied). [1217/21]

13/01/2021WRRR01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
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the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 962 answered with Question No. 751.

13/01/2021WRRR01500Nursing Homes Support Scheme

13/01/2021WRRR01600963. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the status of family farms and 
the fair deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1223/21]

13/01/2021WRRR01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Under the Nurs-
ing Homes Support Scheme, participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their 
means, while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Nursing Homes Support Scheme, in its 
current form, does not place caps on the financial assessment of family farms or family busi-
nesses when calculating the means to pay for nursing home care, except in the case of sudden 
illness or disability.

The Department of Health has proposed a policy change to the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme to cap contributions based on farm and business assets at 3 years where a family suc-
cessor commits to working the productive asset. This change has been approved by Govern-
ment and undergone pre-legislative scrutiny in the last Dáil. The stated policy objective of the 
general scheme of the Bill is to introduce further safeguards in the Scheme to further protect 
the viability and sustainability of family farms and businesses that will be passed down to the 
next generation of the family to continue to work them as productive assets to provide for their 
livelihood.

Progress on the development of the Bill was negatively impacted by the dissolution of the 
last Dáil and by the COVID-19 pandemic. The response to the pandemic has been and contin-
ues to be a national and public health priority. However, work on this legislation has continued 
to progress. I have exchanged letters with the Business Committee requesting a waiver to con-
duct pre-legislative scrutiny, given this was already undertaken in the previous Dáil. I have met 
with the Attorney General to discuss this legislation, and there has been an ongoing and active 
engagement between the Department of Health and the Office of the Attorney General on the 
development of the legislation, which will be brought to the Houses of Oireachtas at the earliest 
possible opportunity.

13/01/2021WRRR01800Mental Health Services

13/01/2021WRRR01900964. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the additional mental health 
supports being made available during Covid-19 restrictions; the way in which communities are 
being reached if they do not have access to a mobile phone or internet for online counselling 
sessions; if there are measures for emergency in-person mental health support; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [1224/21]

13/01/2021WRRR02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WRRR02100Primary Medical Certificates

13/01/2021WRRR02200965. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when the issuing of primary 
medical certificates will resume; the reason for delay; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1225/21]

13/01/2021WRRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the De-
partment of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  The extent of the involvement of Health 
Service Executive (HSE)  personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical 
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a 
Primary Medical Certificate. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for 
the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on behalf of the Department of Finance and 
the Revenue Commissioners.

The Deputy may be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of  June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance. In order to allow for the Primary Medical Certificate assessments to recommence, 
the Minister for Finance brought forward amendments to the Finance Bill to provide for the 
existing medical criteria in primary legislation. 

Following a request from Minister Donohoe, my colleague the Minister for Health, Stephen 
Donnelly T.D. issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the Health Service Execu-
tive on 22nd December, 2020, to the effect that Primary Medical Certificate assessments can 
recommence with effect from 1st January, 2021.

13/01/2021WRRR02400Eating Disorders

13/01/2021WRRR02500966. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to reports that 
funding for eating disorder treatments and programmes has been diverted by the HSE; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1237/21]

13/01/2021WRRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WRRR02700Nursing Staff

13/01/2021WRRR02800967. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the Collins 
report on student nurse pay in full. [1238/21]

13/01/2021WRRR02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In December 2020 I requested Pro-
fessor Tom Collins to carry out  an independent, short-term review of the student nurse and 
midwife allowances that are payable to students while on clinical placement. I received Profes-
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sor Collins’ Report in late December 2020. I have accepted in full the Report’s findings and 
recommendations which fall under my health remit.  My Department is now engaging  with the 
representative bodies. 

 It is my intention to publish this Report in the near future.

  Question No. 968 answered with Question No. 858.

13/01/2021WRRR03100Addiction Treatment Services

13/01/2021WRRR03200969. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (details 
supplied) regarding an addiction clinic; and the reason the HSE would need to move the clinic 
during renovations. [1240/21]

13/01/2021WRRR03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRRR03400Psychological Assessments

13/01/2021WRRR03500970. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the waiting list per CHO area 
for neuropsychological assessments in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1241/21]

13/01/2021WRRR03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRRR03700Health Services Staff

13/01/2021WRRR03800971. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the number of consultant neu-
rologists employed by the HSE in each CHO area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1242/21]

13/01/2021WRRR03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 972 answered with Question No. 858.

13/01/2021WRRR04100Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRRR04200973. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health further to Question No. 
539 of 17 December 2020, if the vaccination category of 18- to 64-year-olds with underlying 
conditions will be subdivided; if so, the subdivisions; if those with intellectual disabilities will 
be included in this category; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1253/21]

13/01/2021WRRR04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will become available to vaccinate all of those 
for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there will be initially limited vaccines available, 
it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation 
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strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable. 

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally. 

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence.

Further information on the Strategy can be found at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-
provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence. 

Further information on the Strategy can be found at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-
provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

13/01/2021WRRR04400Covid-19 Tests

13/01/2021WRRR04500974. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the amount the services 
of a company and a person (details supplied) have cost his Department to date; the estimated 
cost for their role in the Covid-19 testing and tracing project; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1254/21]

13/01/2021WRRR04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRRR04700Cannabis for Medicinal Use

13/01/2021WRRR04800975. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide for the 
reimbursement of medicinal cannabis oil products in accordance with the Health (Pricing and 
Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1258/21]

13/01/2021WRRR04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the particular issue raised relates to 
an individual case, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the HSE for direct reply to 
the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRRR05000Hospital Data

13/01/2021WRRR05100976. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with an 
address in Fingal waiting to see a consultant neurologist in Beaumont Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1260/21]

13/01/2021WRRR05200978. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the way in which the Covid-19 
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pandemic has impacted the waiting times for patients listed to see a consultant neurologist in 
Beaumont Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1262/21]

13/01/2021WRRR05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 976 
and 978 together.

It is recognised that waiting times for scheduled appointments and procedures have been 
impacted in the last year as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

As the way in which the Covid-19 pandemic has impacted the waiting times for patients 
listed to see a consultant neurologist in Beaumont Hospital is a service matter, I have asked the 
Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) has advised my department that they are 
unable to provide the requested neurology outpatient waiting list figures at Beaumont Hospital 
for those with an area of residence in Fingal. Fingal is a catchment area of towns within North 
County Dublin and generally is not used for home addresses. However, they have provided the 
requested information for those with an area of residence in North County Dublin/North Dublin 
City. This information is outlined in the table.

Beaumont Hospital Outpatient Neurology Waiting List - Area of residence in North Dublin 
City & County Dublin

 0-3 Months  3-6 Months  6-9 Months  9-12 
Months

12-15 
Months

15-18 
Months

18 Months + Grand Total

North 
Dublin City 
& County

290 121 53 67 35 6 7 579

Grand Total 290 121 53 67 35 6 7 579

13/01/2021WRRR05400Health Services Provision

13/01/2021WRRR05500977. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the way in which neurological ser-
vice referrals are prioritised in Beaumont Hospital to ensure the more urgent cases are assessed 
as quickly as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1261/21]

13/01/2021WRRR05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly as soon as possible.

  Question No. 978 answered with Question No. 976.

  Questions Nos. 979 and 980 answered with Question No. 858.
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13/01/2021WRRR06000Nursing Homes Support Scheme

13/01/2021WRRR06100981. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to promised 
legislation to address the anomalies in the fair deal scheme with a view to making this vital 
support more accessible to families of small business owners and farm families; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1266/21]

13/01/2021WRRR06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Under the Nurs-
ing Homes Support Scheme, participants contribute to the cost of their care according to their 
means, while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Nursing Homes Support Scheme, in its 
current form, does not place caps on the financial assessment of family farms or family busi-
nesses when calculating the means to pay for nursing home care, except in the case of sudden 
illness or disability.

The Department of Health has proposed a policy change to the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme to cap contributions based on farm and business assets at 3 years where a family suc-
cessor commits to working the productive asset. This change has been approved by Govern-
ment and undergone pre-legislative scrutiny in the last Dáil. The stated policy objective of the 
general scheme of the Bill is to introduce further safeguards in the Scheme to further protect 
the viability and sustainability of family farms and businesses that will be passed down to the 
next generation of the family to continue to work them as productive assets to provide for their 
livelihood.

Progress on the development of the Bill was negatively impacted by the dissolution of the 
last Dáil and by the COVID-19 pandemic. The response to the pandemic has been and contin-
ues to be a national and public health priority. However, work on this legislation has continued 
to progress. I have exchanged letters with the Business Committee requesting a waiver to con-
duct pre-legislative scrutiny, given this was already undertaken in the previous Dáil. I have met 
with the Attorney General to discuss this legislation, and there has been an ongoing and active 
engagement between the Department of Health and the Office of the Attorney General on the 
development of the legislation, which will be brought to the Houses of Oireachtas at the earliest 
possible opportunity.

13/01/2021WRRR06300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRRR06400982. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if drive-through vaccination 
clinics are being considered for part of the vaccination programme for Covid-19, similar to the 
testing structure. [1271/21]

13/01/2021WRRR06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRSS00200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRSS00300983. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the therapies and procedures 
curtailed in each hospital since 3 January 2020. [1272/21]

13/01/2021WRSS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures. It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 984 answered with Question No. 767.

  Question No. 985 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WRSS00700Eating Disorders

13/01/2021WRSS00800986. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if funding for eating 
disorders has been diverted; if so, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1277/21]

13/01/2021WRSS00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

13/01/2021WRSS01000Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRSS01100987. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address the case 
of a person (details supplied) regarding an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1278/21]

13/01/2021WRSS01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 988 answered with Question No. 911.

13/01/2021WRSS01400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRSS01500989. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the engagement he has had 
with his counterpart in the UK in relation to the current Covid-19 surge and the impact of 
newly-detected variants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1295/21]
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13/01/2021WRSS01600990. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the engagement he has had 
with his counterpart in Northern Ireland in relation to a co-ordinated approach to tackle Co-
vid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1296/21]

13/01/2021WRSS01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 989 
and 990 together.

There has been, and continues to be, significant engagement and cooperation between the 
Ministers for Health, the Chief Medical Officers, and the Departments of Health in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland throughout this pandemic.

The administrations are seeking to adopt similar approaches, where it is appropriate to do so 
and on the advice of respective Chief Medical Officers. This pragmatic approach is underpinned 
a Memorandum of Understanding agreed by the Chief Medical Officers of the Department of 
Health and the Department of Health in Northern Ireland in April 2020 to strengthen North 
South co-operation on the public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic. In November, 
this overarching MoU was supplemented with a further MoU in relation to a framework for 
mutual support for the provision of critical care.

Meetings of the North South Ministerial Council are also an important pillar in our regular 
engagements with Northern Ireland counterparts on COVID-19.

  Questions Nos. 991 and 992 answered with Question No. 929.

  Question No. 993 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WRSS02200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRSS02300994. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the way in which persons can 
volunteer their service to the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1306/21]

13/01/2021WRSS02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 995 answered with Question No. 911.

13/01/2021WRSS02600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRSS02700996. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if restrictions on travel from 
the place of residence under the new lockdown, including for travelling beyond general travel 
or distance restrictions, would prohibit parents of children with autism spectrum conditions 
from taking their children out to care for their general well-being and mental health; the extent 
to which the regulations may confine their ability to do this; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1310/21]

13/01/2021WRSS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, Ireland is cur-
rently at Level 5 of Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19. 

At Level 5, people are asked to stay at home as much as possible unless they have a “reason-
able excuse” for leaving. 

The regulations providing for these measures are set out in S.I. No. 701 of 2020. Regulation 



Questions - Written Answers

510

4. of SI 701 sets out a non-exhaustive list of reasonable excuses for leaving one’s home. This 
non-exhaustive list includes at 4. (2) (k) to attend to vital family matters, including the provi-
sion of care to a vulnerable person.

I am grateful to the Deputy for bringing this important matter to my attention.

13/01/2021WRSS02900General Practitioner Services

13/01/2021WRSS03000997. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when the roll-out of the ex-
tension of the general practitioner visit card for children under six years of age will commence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1313/21]

13/01/2021WRSS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to in-
creasing access to GP care without charges for children, an important healthcare measure that 
will remove a potentially prohibitive cost barrier to accessing GP care and will help to improve 
children’s health as they develop. At present all children under six years of age are eligible for 
a GP visit card and therefore GP care without charges.

The Health (General Practitioner Service and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2020 
provides, amongst other things, for the phased expansion of GP care without fees to all children 
aged 12 years and under. The initial stage of this phased expansion will be the provision of GP 
care without fees to all children aged between 6 and 8.

The appropriate date for commencing the expansion remains under consideration in light 
of COVID-19 and the additional pressures the expansion might place on general practice in 
that context and in anticipation of the usual increase in demand for healthcare services over the 
winter period. This date will be determined following consultation with the IMO. It is important 
to ensure that any additional pressures placed on general practice will not limit its capacity to 
meet the needs of all patients in the community.

13/01/2021WRSS03200Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRSS03300998. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing on a first appointment with an orthopaedic surgeon in Children’s Health Ireland and other 
hospitals across the HSE in tabular form; the length of wait for each child; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1335/21]

13/01/2021WRSS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Further to the deferral of most routine scheduled care activity in March, April, and May 
of last year due to the pandemic, the HSE is currently recommending that only critical time 
dependent elective procedures are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant 
increased demand for bed capacity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
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lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols. 

In relation to the information requested by the Deputy, the attached spreadsheet outlines 
the number of children awaiting a first appointment with an orthopaedic surgeon in Children’s 
Health Ireland and other hospitals across the HSE in tabular form.

In the Irish health system, patients are generally referred for children’s hospital services up 
to the eve of their 16th birthday, however, there are exceptions. The NTPF classify children/
adults as follows: 

- Child only hospitals - all patients are classed as children, regardless of age. 

- Adult only hospitals - all patients are classed as adults, regardless of age. 

- Adult and Child Hospitals - patients under the age of 16 are classed as children, all other 
patients are classed as adults.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq998-13-01-21_en.xlsx”>Hospital Waiting Lists</a>] 

13/01/2021WRSS03500Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRSS03600999. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children cur-
rently waiting on scoliosis surgery in Children’s Health Ireland, Cappagh and the Mater in 
tabular form; the length of wait for each child and category of wait list, including all categories, 
that is, active, to come in, suspended and planned procedure; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1336/21]

13/01/2021WRSS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Improving waiting times for hospital 
appointments and procedures, including scoliosis services, remains a priority of Government. 
Despite the challenges resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic last year, by 31 December 2020 
Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) had carried out 322 scoliosis procedures, 163 of which were 
spinal fusions, and 159 other spinal procedures. Overall, scoliosis activity figures for 2020 were 
16% lower than in the previous year, despite significant social distancing measures and Infec-
tion Prevention and Control requirements. 

Scoliosis activity accounts for 20% of overall orthopaedic activity across CHI. In recent 
years there has been an increased investment in paediatric orthopaedics and scoliosis services, 
which has improved access to surgery and outpatient appointments. In 2018 Children’s Health 
Ireland (CHI; previously the Children’s Hospital Group) was provided with an additional €9 
million in funding to address paediatric orthopaedic waiting lists, including the provision of 
scoliosis services. 

This funding supported the recruitment of approximately 60 WTE in 2018 and 2019 to en-
able the expansion of paediatric orthopaedic services including scoliosis services. The posts 
relate to the multidisciplinary team at diagnosis, pre-assessment, during surgery in theatre, and 
post operatively. The majority of posts were allocated to each hospital in 2018.

On 2 January 2021, the HSE issued correspondence to the Acute hospital system advising 
of the need to curtail scheduled elective care. This decision was made arising from the rapid 
increase in Covid-19 admissions and the projected trend in admissions based upon community 
transmission levels of Covid-19. CHI has advised that under the current HSE guidelines, they 
have reduced the number of procedures to urgent and those that are time sensitive rather than a 
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blanket cessation of all activity as was done in March/April last year.

CHI have confirmed that urgent Outpatient appointments continue to be held face to face, 
while some routine appointments have been deferred. Many specialties have switched to virtual 
appointments with some blended face to face appointments where deemed appropriate.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols. The HSE have confirmed that this position will 
be reviewed weekly throughout January. 

Key social distancing measures and Infection Prevention and Control requirements, such as 
the current two-metre distancing, have had a material impact on the available physical space 
to deliver services, including scoliosis procedures. However, Children’s Health Ireland have 
confirmed that time dependent and urgent procedures will continue to be undertaken in CHI.

In relation to the specific query raised regarding the number of children currently waiting on 
scoliosis surgery in Children’s Health Ireland, Cappagh and the Mater, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRSS03800Health Services

13/01/2021WRSS039001000. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the actions which will be 
taken to ensure four-month surgery targets are met for children with scoliosis during 2021; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1337/21]

13/01/2021WRSS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Improving waiting times for hospital 
appointments and procedures, including scoliosis services, remains a priority of Government. 
Despite the challenges resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic last year, by 31 December 2020 
Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) had carried out 322 scoliosis procedures, 163 of which were 
spinal fusions, and 159 other spinal procedures. Overall, scoliosis activity figures for 2020 were 
16% lower than in the previous year, despite significant social distancing measures and Infec-
tion Prevention and Control requirements. 

In recent years there has been an increased investment in paediatric orthopaedics and sco-
liosis services, which has improved access to surgery and outpatient appointments. In 2018 
Children’s Health Ireland (CHI; previously the Children’s Hospital Group) was provided with 
an additional €9 million in funding to address paediatric orthopaedic waiting lists, including 
the provision of scoliosis services. Scoliosis activity accounts for 20% of overall orthopaedic 
activity across CHI. 

This funding supported the recruitment of approximately 60 WTE in 2018 and 2019 to en-
able the expansion of paediatric orthopaedic services including scoliosis services. The posts 
relate to the multidisciplinary team at diagnosis, pre-assessment, during surgery in theatre, and 
post operatively. The majority of posts were allocated to each hospital in 2018.

On 2 January 2021, the HSE issued correspondence to the Acute hospital system advising 
of the need to curtail scheduled elective care. This decision was made arising from the rapid 
increase in Covid-19 admissions and the projected trend in admissions based upon community 
transmission levels of Covid-19. CHI has advised that under the current HSE guidelines, they 
have reduced the number of procedures to urgent and those that are time sensitive rather than a 
blanket cessation of all activity as was done in March/April last year.
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CHI have confirmed that urgent Outpatient appointments continue to be held face to face, 
while some routine appointments have been deferred. Many specialties have switched to virtual 
appointments with some blended face to face appointments where deemed appropriate.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols. The HSE have confirmed that this position will 
be reviewed weekly throughout January. 

Key social distancing measures and Infection Prevention and Control requirements, such as 
the current two-metre distancing, have had a material impact on the available physical space 
to deliver services, including scoliosis procedures. However, Children’s Health Ireland have 
confirmed that time dependent and urgent procedures will continue to be undertaken in CHI.

13/01/2021WRSS04100Health Services Provision

13/01/2021WRSS042001001. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when child specific wait lists, 
a recommendation of the 2017 report Waiting for Scoliosis Treatment: A Children’ Rights Issue, 
will be in place across the HSE; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1338/21]

13/01/2021WRSS04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) is a corporate body with functions and responsibilities as set out under Statutory Instru-
ment 179 - National Treatment Purchase Fund (Establishment) Order, 2004. One of functions 
of the NTPF Board is to collect, collate and validate information in relation to persons waiting 
for hospital treatment in acute public hospitals in Ireland.

In his 2017 Report on Scoliosis, the Ombudsman for Children recommended the publication 
of child-specific waiting lists. The NTPF has advised that work is underway on the separation 
of adult and child waiting lists for inpatient, day case and outpatient waiting lists in public hos-
pitals. The associated Statistical Disclosure Control (SDC) issues that arise from this have pre-
sented a number of significant challenges which have delayed the project, however the NTPF 
have advised my Department that they plan to be in a position to publish these reports later in 
Q1 2021.

13/01/2021WRSS04400Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRSS045001002. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the hospitals which count all 
those waiting on outpatient appointments as adults and which do not collect and report child 
specific wait lists to the NTPF; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1339/21]

13/01/2021WRSS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the matter raised by the 
Deputy, the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) has advised my Department that each 
hospital supplies a weekly Waiting List extract to the NTPF in accordance with the defined 
Outpatient Waiting List Minimum Dataset (MDS). One of the fields in this dataset is the Date 
of Birth of the patient. 

In the Irish health system, patients are generally referred for children’s hospital services up 
to the eve of their 16th birthday, however, there are exceptions. The NTPF classify children/
adults as follows: 

- Child only hospitals – all patients are classed as children, regardless of age. 
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- Adult only hospitals – all patients are classed as adults, regardless of age. 

- Adult and Child Hospitals – patients under the age of 16 are classed as children, all other 
patients are classed as adults.

 The attached document, provided by the NTPF, details which category each hospital falls 
under.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq1002-13-01-21_en.pdf”>Waiting Lists</a>]

  Question No. 1003 answered with Question No. 798.

13/01/2021WRSS04800National Children’s Hospital

13/01/2021WRSS049001004. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will urgently address con-
cerns that the same insulation cladding that was found to have escalated the Grenfell fire in 
London is being used in the construction of the National Children’s Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1344/21]

13/01/2021WRSS05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the NPHDB has statutory respon-
sibility for planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital, I have 
referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

13/01/2021WRSS05100Nursing Homes Support Scheme

13/01/2021WRSS052001005. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health when the legislation giving effect 
to the nursing home support schemes will be brought before Dáil Éireann; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1345/21]

13/01/2021WRSS053001006. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if concerns or obstacles have been 
identified by his Department with respect to the introduction of aspects of the proposed reforms 
to the nursing home support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1346/21]

13/01/2021WRSS05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1005 and 1006 together.

Under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme, participants contribute to the cost of their care 
according to their means, while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Nursing Homes 
Support Scheme, in its current form, does not place caps on the financial assessment of family 
farms or family businesses when calculating the means to pay for nursing home care, except in 
the case of sudden illness or disability.

The Department of Health has proposed a policy change to the Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme to cap contributions based on farm and business assets at 3 years where a family suc-
cessor commits to working the productive asset. This change has been approved by Govern-
ment and undergone pre-legislative scrutiny in the last Dáil. The stated policy objective of the 
general scheme of the Bill is to introduce further safeguards in the Scheme to further protect 
the viability and sustainability of family farms and businesses that will be passed down to the 
next generation of the family to continue to work them as productive assets to provide for their 
livelihood.



13 January 2021

515

Progress on the development of the Bill was negatively impacted by the dissolution of the 
last Dáil and by the COVID-19 pandemic. The response to the pandemic has been and contin-
ues to be a national and public health priority. However, work on this legislation has continued 
to progress. I have exchanged letters with the Business Committee requesting a waiver to con-
duct pre-legislative scrutiny, given this was already undertaken in the previous Dáil. I have met 
with the Attorney General to discuss this legislation, and there has been an ongoing and active 
engagement between the Department of Health and the Office of the Attorney General on the 
development of the legislation, which will be brought to the Houses of Oireachtas at the earliest 
possible opportunity.

  Question No. 1007 answered with Question No. 792.

  Questions Nos. 1008 and 1009 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WRTT00400Drugs Payment Scheme

13/01/2021WRTT005001010. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health if CBD medicinal cannabis 
will be made available under the drugs payment scheme. [1365/21]

13/01/2021WRTT00600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility 
for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drug 
schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In June 2019, the Minister for Health signed legislation to underpin the operation of the 
Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP). This is a 5-year pilot programme, restricted to 
prescribing of cannabis-based products by medical consultants, for patients with certain medi-
cal conditions who have exhausted all other available medical treatment options. 

Those conditions are:

- Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis

- Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy

- Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.

For more information relating to the MCAP, including FAQs, please see the Department of 
Health’s website at the following link.

  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/90ece9-medical-cannabis-access-programme/

Commercial suppliers whose cannabis products have been reviewed and are considered to 
have met the specified requirements set out in the legislation and are in line with the clinical 
guidance for the MCAP, will have their products added to Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs 
(Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019. Once the 
products are listed in Schedule 1 of these Regulations the suppliers will be permitted to sup-
ply these products to the Irish market, in line with legal and regulatory requirements. Cannabis 
products will only be listed in Schedule 1 of the Regulations once they have been assessed as 
suitable for medical use under the MCAP.

To date four products have been added to Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs (Prescription 
and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019. The four products are:

1. Aurora High CBD Oil Drops
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2. CannEpil ™

3. Tilray Oral Solution THC10:CBD10 25ml

4. Aurora Sedamen Softgels.

The HSE has engaged in discussions with the suppliers of these products, regarding pricing 
and supply information. The HSE will consider such information, in line with the Health (Pric-
ing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

The programme will not become fully operational until pricing and supply matters are 
agreed. 

Once the Medical Cannabis Access Programme commences the HSE will establish and 
maintain a Register to facilitate the enrolment and recording of certain data including patient 
identifiers (in anonymised format), prescribers enrolled in the Programme, as well as prescribed 
/ supplied medical cannabis products. The Department can advise that while the MCAP register 
is not currently operational, engagement is ongoing with the HSE in regard to progressing same.

Pending full operation of the MCAP and for medical indications not included in the MCAP, 
doctors may continue to utilise the Ministerial licensing route to prescribe medical cannabis for 
their patients, should they wish to do so.

In line with the Chief Medical Officer’s advice, the granting of a licence for cannabis for 
medical purposes must be premised on an appropriate application being submitted to the De-
partment of Health, which is endorsed by a consultant who is responsible for the management 
of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects of the treatment over time. This infor-
mation can be found at the following links:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/1a5c4e-applying-to-the-minister-for-health-for-a-med-
ical-cannabis-licence/

  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e35cb4-ministerial-licence-application-process/

It is important to note that the medical decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, 
including cannabis treatment, for an individual patient is strictly a decision for the treating 
clinician, in consultation with their patient. The Minister for Health has no role in this clinical 
decision-making process.

  Question No. 1011 answered with Question No. 792.

13/01/2021WRTT00800HSE Staff

13/01/2021WRTT009001012. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address the case 
of a person (details supplied) regarding job opportunities; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1379/21]

13/01/2021WRTT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this matter.

13/01/2021WRTT01100Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRTT012001013. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if the situation regarding the 
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closure of construction sites to stop the spread of Covid-19 will be clarified; the reason social 
housing and public infrastructure sites are being kept open (details supplied); and his views on 
whether all building sites should be closed to limit the transmission of the virus. [1380/21]

13/01/2021WRTT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As you aware, Ireland is at level 5 of 
the Government’s medium-term Strategy Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living 
with COVID-19.  This 5-level framework sets out what is permitted for social or family gather-
ings, work and public transport, bars, hotels and restaurants, exercise activities and religious 
services, at that moment in time.

The public health measures recognise the need to reduce congregation and interactions be-
tween people to reduce the transmission of Covid-19. The number of people allowed to gather 
in different scenarios in the plan is based on a review of international practice and the judgment 
of public health experts. It seeks to balance the risks of different types of gatherings against the 
desire to allow normal activities to proceed in so far as possible. The measures in place for each 
level reflect the prevailing disease situation and recognise that we can and must prioritise some 
activities over others.

Information in relation to the current public health measures for essential services and con-
struction at level 5 is available at:

-  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/ and:

-   https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/#construction

The Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) (NO. 10) Regu-
lations 2020 Regulation (S.I. 701 of 2020), sets out the relevant businesses or services under the 
current public health measures, which are deemed essential.

SI No. 4 of 2021 also provides information on what are essential construction and develop-
ments.

Statutory Instruments related to the Covid-19 pandemic are available here:- https://www.
gov.ie/en/collection/1f150-view-statutory-instruments-related-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/

You may wish to note that my Department does not have sectorial responsibility for con-
struction which is a matter for the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.

13/01/2021WRTT01400Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRTT015001014. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if elderly residents in 
Ireland originally from the UK or other jurisdictions who are not registered with a general prac-
titioner here will be able to access the Covid-19 vaccination; the way in which this group will 
be organised for vaccination by the HSE if they are not registered with a general practitioner; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1385/21]

13/01/2021WRTT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRTT01700Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRTT018001015. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the clinical protocols ob-
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served that required the South/Southwest Hospital Group to provide vaccination to front-line 
staff in its Cork city-based elective only hospitals some with no Covid-19 patients, while defer-
ring vaccination to front-line staff in the second largest acute hospital in the group, University 
Hospital Waterford, in addition to acute settings in University Hospital Kerry and South Tip-
perary General Hospital, all with Covid-19 cases; the transparent equitable analysis the hospital 
group will be offering in a real time and ongoing basis to demonstrate fair allocation of vaccine 
resources and roll-out among the hospital group concerned and HSE South community sites; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1398/21]

13/01/2021WRTT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRTT02000Hospital Facilities

13/01/2021WRTT021001016. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the remaining timeline and 
steps outstanding to a grant of build tender award given that the Tánaiste has confirmed that the 
main contractor tenders along with sub-contract tenders for mechanical and electrical works 
have been received by the capital procurements office regarding a build tender award of new 
cathlab at University Hospital Waterford; the completion date for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1399/21]

13/01/2021WRTT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The preferred option for development 
of a second Cath laboratory at UHW is for a lab on the roof of the existing Cardiology Depart-
ment, which will operate five days per week and provide diagnostic services only. 

Funding was allocated in the Capital Plan for the provision of a second Cath lab at UHW. 
Planning permission was received from Waterford City and County Council in January 2020.  
The Disability Access certificate was granted in April 2020. The Fire certificate was granted 
in June 2020.  Preparation of contract documentation commenced, and contractor selection is 
complete subject to a cooling off period.  The project went to tender on the 30th September 
2020. The Tender process being used is a 2 Stage process which normally takes about 4 months 
to complete. Tenders for the main Contractor were received on the 24th November, while the 
tenders for the mechanical and electrical sub-contractors were received in on the 21st  Decem-
ber. The tenders are now being reviewed by the design team.

Works to the new Cath laboratory are due to commence in Q1 of 2021 with a proposed 
12-month build.

13/01/2021WRTT02300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRTT024001017. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when nurses in general 
practitioner practices will receive the Covid-19 vaccination; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1404/21]

13/01/2021WRTT025001018. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if nurses working in ICU 
will receive the Covid-19 vaccination in round one (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1405/21]

13/01/2021WRTT026001035. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if persons who work in Covid-19 
testing centres will be prioritised to receive vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1544/21]
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13/01/2021WRTT027001036. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when the Covid-19 vaccination 
programme will be provided to those who work in education; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1545/21]

13/01/2021WRTT028001047. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health when he expects the vaccine 
to be made available to residents and staff of services (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1614/21]

13/01/2021WRTT029001080. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if he will consider prioritising 
undertakers and their staff for Covid-19 vaccination given the importance of their work and 
their ongoing potential exposure to Covid-19 and Covid-related illnesses at this time; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1753/21]

13/01/2021WRTT030001085. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health if he will clas-
sify general practitioners as front-line healthcare workers within the second vaccine allocation 
group under the Covid-19 vaccine allocation strategy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1767/21]

13/01/2021WRTT031001086. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if pharmacists and pharmacy staff 
will be considered front-line healthcare workers in the context of the Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme and will be vaccinated at the beginning of the Covid-19 vaccine rollout; the schedule 
of vaccination for these workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1771/21]

13/01/2021WRTT032001091. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health when the Covid-19 vaccine will 
be rolled out to members of An Garda Síochána; and if he will increase the priority given to the 
force in the text of the challenges facing it in its daily duties; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1777/21]

13/01/2021WRTT03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1017, 
1018, 1035, 1036, 1047, 1080, 1085, 1086 and 1091 together.

The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will 
become available to vaccinate all of those for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there 
will be initially limited vaccines available, it will take some time for all to receive those vac-
cines and that has necessitated an allocation strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death 
and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable. 

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally. 

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence.

Further information on the Strategy can be found at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-
provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

  Question No. 1019 answered with Question No. 798.
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13/01/2021WRTT03600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRTT037001020. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health if it is safe for persons aged 
under 16 years and women who are pregnant to receive a vaccine for Covid-19; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1445/21]

13/01/2021WRTT03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is taking part in a Procurement 
Exercise being operated by the European Commission on behalf of Member States to procure 
suitable, safe and effective vaccines, in sufficient quantities, to combat COVID-19. 

Covid 19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. Any authorised vac-
cine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product Regulatory Author-
ity (HPRA).

On 6 January, the EU Commission granted approval for conditional marketing authorisation 
for the COVID-19 vaccine, developed by Moderna, to prevent COVID-19 in people from 18 
years of age following recommendation by the European Medicines Agency (EMA).

On 21 December, the EU Commission granted approval for conditional marketing authori-
sation for the vaccine Comirnaty, developed by BioNTech and Pfizer, to prevent COVID-19 in 
people from 16 years of age following recommendation by the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA).

No vaccine is currently indicated for those under 16 years of age.

There is no evidence that COVID-19 vaccine is unsafe if you’re pregnant or breastfeeding.

Pregnant women should talk to their obstetrician or GP when the time comes to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Further information is available here:

  https://www2.hse.ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/covid-19-vaccine-and-
pregnancy.html

13/01/2021WRTT03900Hospital Staff

13/01/2021WRTT040001021. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health his plans for a supplementary 
payment to student radiographers in view of plans to issue a payment and-or grant to student 
nurses.  [1450/21]

13/01/2021WRTT041001022. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given to 
pay or provide travel and accommodation allowances to student radiographers to bring them in 
line with other trainee medics. [1451/21]

13/01/2021WRTT042001048. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will address the issues re-
garding the payment of allowances to student radiographers (details supplied). [1615/21]

13/01/2021WRTT043001066. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will restore payment to 
four fourth year student radiographers for the duration of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1685/21]

13/01/2021WRTT044001074. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
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(details supplied) regarding student radiographers; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [1730/21]

13/01/2021WRTT045001078. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to a campaign led by student radiographers seeking greater supports similar to those 
provided to student nurses to reflect their ongoing care of the Covid-19 patients and front-line 
status; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1746/21]

13/01/2021WRTT04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1021, 
1022, 1048, 1066, 1074 and 1078 together.

Radiography students do not receive an allowance to support time spent on placement as 
part of their course and there are no plans to change this.  

I can also confirm that in 2020, assistant radiographers were employed on a 3 month con-
tract following completion of their final year clinical placement, subject to the needs of the 
Health Service.  As their skills were identified as being required during the COVID-19 response 
and subject to the needs of each acute hospital, they were offered a temporary 3 month assistant 
radiographer role following successful completion of their 7 week final year clinical placement. 
The 3-month period commenced on 18 May 2020.  

It should be noted that across the health and social care disciplines, there could be over 
8,000 students on placement in hospital and healthcare settings.  Of this number, around a third 
are final year students.  The length of placements and the activities performed during these 
placements vary between the disciplines. These students are not employees and in many cases 
the nature of the placement can, in the main, be limited to participation in an observing and a 
learning capacity.

Uniquely for student nurses and midwives there is, in the final year, a paid salary when they 
are specifically employed on an internship placement. Student nurses and midwives’ final year 
internship placement consists of a continual 36-week rostered clinical placement, including an-
nual leave. The internship placement is a paid placement as the student nurses and midwives 
take a reduced caseload. During these placements, students are under supervision and are con-
sidered as 0.5 WTE of the workforce. In addition, Intern students can be allocated across all 
shift patterns including nights, weekends and 12-hour days.

Student nurses and midwives undertaking unpaid supernumerary clinical placement as stu-
dents are currently in receipt of an allowance. Again, given the unique requirements of these 
training programmes attendance at many placement sites is required, some of which are at a 
distance to base training hospital and the current allowance is to contribute to the cost of alter-
native accommodation/travel.

13/01/2021WRTT04800Palliative Care Services

13/01/2021WRTT049001023. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels by staff 
group for the new palliative care centre in University Hospital Waterford; if there will be spe-
cialists in paediatric palliative care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1453/21]

13/01/2021WRTT05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1024 answered with Question No. 904.
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13/01/2021WRTT05200Medical Cards

13/01/2021WRTT053001025. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if he will consider the possibility 
for PaediaSure in the powdered form to be added to the list for medical card holders (details 
supplied).  [1464/21]

13/01/2021WRTT05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRTT05500Health Services Provision

13/01/2021WRTT056001026. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if reflexology treatments 
can continue under level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1465/21]

13/01/2021WRTT05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, the situation 
regarding COVID-19 has been, and continues to be, an evolving situation. COVID-19 is still 
having a major impact both here in Ireland and elsewhere. 

 On Tuesday 15 September the Government published ‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-
2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’. This Plan outlines our medium-term strategy for COV-
ID-19 and sets out a Framework of 5 Levels which outline the broad measures which will apply 
depending on the level of the virus at any given time. It will be possible for different regions and 
counties to be at different levels, depending on prevailing epidemiological situation. The Plan 
is designed to help everyone – individuals, organisations and sectors – to better understand, 
anticipate and prepare for the measures that might be introduced to contain transmission of the 
virus. The intention is that Departments and sectors will provide guidance for specific sectors 
and activities in line with the 5 level framework. 

At Level 5 of the Plan, only essential retail outlets and essential services are allowed to open 
to the public. The list of essential services that can remain open during Level 5 includes therapy 
services provided by a member of a designated profession within the meaning of section 3 
of the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (No. 27 of 2005).  There are seventeen 
professions designated under the 2005 Act, which are encompassed in the list of essential ser-
vices. These are: Dietitians, Dispensing Opticians, Medical Scientists, Occupational Therapists, 
Optometrists, Physiotherapists (which includes Physical Therapists), Radiographers, Radiation 
Therapists, Social Workers, Speech and Language Therapists, Clinical Biochemists, Counsel-
lors, Orthoptists, Podiatrists, Psychologists, Psychotherapists and Social Care Workers.

The public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the Na-
tional Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and it provides advice to Government in line 
with the current epidemiological position. The latest public health advice on these matters is 
available at the links below and is updated on a regular basis:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-health/

  https://www2.hse.ie/coronavirus/

  https://www.gov.ie/en/

  Question No. 1027 answered with Question No. 911.

13/01/2021WRTT05900Vaccination Programme
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13/01/2021WRTT060001028. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
partial postponement of the primary school immunisation programme 2020-2021; and if this 
will be prioritised when sufficient staffing levels are available to accommodate this vaccination 
programme. [1478/21]

13/01/2021WRTT06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRTT06200Covid-19 Tests

13/01/2021WRTT063001029. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if his Department is advis-
ing doctors to refer teachers for a Covid-19 test who show only one symptom of the virus; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1512/21]

13/01/2021WRTT06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRTT06500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRTT066001030. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the actions his Department 
is taking to improve the track and trace operation in relation to Covid-19 in view of recent case 
numbers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1513/21]

13/01/2021WRTT06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRTT06800Hospital Expenditure

13/01/2021WRTT069001031. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will consider prioritising local 
suppliers when issuing tenders for a hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1514/21]

13/01/2021WRTT07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRTT07100Care of the Elderly

13/01/2021WRTT072001032. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the number of boarding out 
facilities for the elderly by county, in tabular form. [1519/21]

13/01/2021WRTT07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

  Question No. 1033 answered with Question No. 792.

13/01/2021WRUU00300Hospital Waiting Lists
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13/01/2021WRUU004001034. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting on lists as both inpatients and outpatients for St. Luke’s Hospital; the average wait time; 
the number waiting more than one, two, three and four years, respectively; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1522/21]

13/01/2021WRUU00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The information requested by the Deputy concerning St Luke’s Hospital waiting lists, is 
outlined in the attached document.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq1034_en.xlsx”>St Lukes Hospital Waiting Lists</a>]

  Questions Nos. 1035 and 1036 answered with Question No. 1017.

13/01/2021WRUU00800Hospital Services

13/01/2021WRUU009001037. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when the 23-bed intermediate 
care unit in Monaghan Hospital will be fully operational; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1546/21]

13/01/2021WRUU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A 23-bed Intermediate Care Unit in 
Monaghan Hospital is planned as part of Winter Plan 2020 to provide step down beds for Cavan 
Hospital patients.  Five of these beds have opened and the RCSI Hospital Group advise that the 
other 18 will open on a phased basis in the coming months.

13/01/2021WRUU01100Disability Services Provision

13/01/2021WRUU012001038. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when the group home for persons 
with physical and sensory disabilities at Drummond Otra, Carrickmacross, County Monaghan 
will be operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1547/21]

13/01/2021WRUU01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.
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As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRUU01400Dental Services 

13/01/2021WRUU015001039. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the number of dental practices 
that operate within each county; the number within same that are currently accepting medical 
card patients in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1548/21]

13/01/2021WRUU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRUU01700Cross-Border Health Initiatives

13/01/2021WRUU018001040. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if the Cross-Border Healthcare 
Directive will continue to apply for new applicants from this State wishing to avail of treatment 
in Northern Ireland post-Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1549/21]

13/01/2021WRUU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since 1 January 2021, the provisions 
of the EU Cross Border Directive (CBD) no longer apply to the UK. In order to mitigate the 
impact of the loss of access to care in the UK under the EU CBD scheme for persons resident 
in Ireland, the Government has agreed to provide for the implementation of a replacement 
scheme to be available in Northern Ireland only from 1 January 2021. The new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme will operate for 12 months and will operate on the same parameters 
as the EU Cross Border Directive scheme.

Furthermore, the HSE has also put in place transitional arrangements for certain patients 
who have a legitimate expectation of continuing to access care in the UK under the current 
provisions of the EU Cross-Border Directive Scheme including provision for reimbursement 
of healthcare costs by the HSE to persons who fall into certain categories, such as patients who 
can evidence that they have treatment booked prior to December 2020 for treatment in 2021.  
Patients are advised to contact the HSE CBD office directly with queries on individual applica-
tions and whether they are covered by the transitional arrangements or the new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme.

Finally, it is also important to note that, patients continue to have access to health services 
under the EU CBD Scheme in all other remaining EU countries.

13/01/2021WRUU02000Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRUU021001041. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive their much-required cataract operation at the Mater Hospital, Monaghan; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1550/21]

13/01/2021WRUU02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
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ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRUU02300National Children’s Hospital

13/01/2021WRUU024001042. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding ap-
proved fire rating and retardant specifications to exterior cladding being fitted to the national 
children’s hospital build; if the fire rated specifications of same will be published considering 
concerns regarding exterior cladding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1603/21]

13/01/2021WRUU02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the NPHDB has statutory respon-
sibility for planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital, I have 
referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

13/01/2021WRUU02600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRUU027001043. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has been in any 
new discussions regarding possible new surge capacity requirements from the private hospitals 
network; the present surge plan in HSE run hospitals; if all private consultants will be awarded 
temporary work approvals from the HSE if private hospital capacity is utilised again; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [1604/21]

13/01/2021WRUU02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following the termination of the origi-
nal private hospital agreement in June 2020, the Government mandated the HSE to seek to 
agree with the private hospitals a new arrangement which would provide the HSE with access 
to private hospital capacity to include a safety net arrangement for any further surge of Co-
vid-19 cases. 

The additional capacity provided by the private hospitals is critical to enabling the public 
health system cope with large scale surges in the incidences of the disease.  It is intended to use 
the capacity of the private hospitals for urgent, time-dependant and complex care.
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Sixteen private hospitals have indicated they are prepared to sign up to the agreement to pro-
vide additional hospital capacity to the HSE, to deal with the surge in Covid-19 cases and any 
further surges in the pandemic, if they arise within the next 12 months. The HSE have indicated 
that they expect to conclude these agreements very shortly. Discussions are still underway with 
one remaining hospital. Under the agreement, the hospitals have agreed to supply, depending 
on the incidence of the disease, up to 15% or 30% of their capacity.

The agreement also provides for additional capacity over the 30% to be made available by 
mutual agreement and a number of hospitals have already indicated that they might be willing 
to offer such capacity if required.  The immediate task is to make effective use of the capacity 
secured, which will take a number of weeks and any additional requirement will be considered 
as required.

The agreement builds on the good relationship which already exists between public and 
private hospitals and engagement on the transfer of patients is taking place. A number of the 
private hospitals have already begun to make arrangements to take on public patients over the 
coming days. The agreement also enables a local relationship between private hospitals and 
public hospitals in each area, which should result in a more streamlined service for both hospi-
tals and patients.

The agreement will see the private hospitals provide a full service within the capacity made 
available including medical services and they will be reimbursed at the standard commercial 
rate. It allows for the ongoing treatment of private patients and the operation of the traditional 
private healthcare market alongside the provisions of this arrangement, insofar as is commen-
surate with the requirements of the overall national pandemic response.

13/01/2021WRUU02900Special Educational Needs

13/01/2021WRUU030001044. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an assessment in order that their family can apply for a special school. [1607/21]

13/01/2021WRUU03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The  Government commits to prioritising access to disability services for children and en-
suring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the best 
outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRUU03200Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRUU033001045. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of deaths 
that occurred as a result of Covid-19 in nursing homes, direct provision and meat factories by 
county in November and December 2020, in tabular form; the age and nationality of each per-
son concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1608/21]

13/01/2021WRUU03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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13/01/2021WRUU03500Hospital Services

13/01/2021WRUU036001046. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the restart date for dermatology 
services in St. Luke’s General Hospital, Kilkenny (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1613/21]

13/01/2021WRUU03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1047 answered with Question No. 1017.

  Question No. 1048 answered with Question No. 1021.

13/01/2021WRUU04000Covid-19 Tests

13/01/2021WRUU041001049. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he will re-establish local test-
ing centres in north Cork for Covid-19. [1619/21]

13/01/2021WRUU04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRUU04300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRUU044001050. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if any contact tracers are cur-
rently working in open plan office; if so, his views on whether this is safe and best practice given 
the current number of Covid-19 cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1630/21]

13/01/2021WRUU04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRUU04600Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRUU047001051. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if he will consider issuing a 
statement to have all contact tracers work from home in line with current public health advice 
from the Chief Medical Office. [1631/21]

13/01/2021WRUU04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRUU04900Vaccination Programme

13/01/2021WRUU050001052. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health where do HIQA inspectors fall 
in the definition of frontline workers; and if they will receive the vaccine with frontline staff in 
the current vaccination strategy. [1637/21]

13/01/2021WRUU05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The aim of the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme is to ensure, over time, that vaccine will become available to vaccinate all of those 
for whom the vaccine is indicated. Given that there will be initially limited vaccines available, 
it will take some time for all to receive those vaccines and that has necessitated an allocation 
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strategy to ensure that those most at risk of death and serious illness receive the vaccine first.

The priority is to first vaccinate and protect directly the most vulnerable amongst us, that is, 
those most likely to have a poor outcome if they contract the virus. The priority is to directly 
use vaccines to save lives and reduce serious illness, hence the focus on the over 65 year old 
cohort in long term residential care facilities, and healthcare workers in frontline services often 
caring for the most vulnerable. 

All of the groups will be covered as further vaccine supplies become available and the im-
munisation programme is rolled out nationally. 

The evidence will be kept under review and the allocation groups may be updated, where 
necessary, in light of new evidence.

Further information on the Strategy can be found at:

  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/.

  Question No. 1053 answered with Question No. 798.

  Question No. 1054 answered with Question No. 862.

  Question No. 1055 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WRUU05500Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRUU056001056. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding a 
wait time of three years for a person (details supplied) to obtain a cystoscopy examination at 
Nenagh Hospital. [1650/21]

13/01/2021WRUU05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 



Questions - Written Answers

530

minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRUU05800Hospital Waiting Lists

13/01/2021WRUU059001057. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
wait time in excess of 12 months for a person (details supplied) to get a hip replacement proce-
dure at Croom Hospital, Limerick. [1651/21]

13/01/2021WRUU06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

Blind Welfare Allowance

1058. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the income disregards for 
blind welfare allowance applications taking into consideration the variations nationwide; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1653/21]

13/01/2021WRVV00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As the Depu-
ty’s question relates to a service matter, I have arranged for the question to be referred to the 
Health Service Executive for consideration and direct reply to the Deputy.
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Hospital Data

13/01/2021WRVV006001059. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the outpatient validation ex-
ercises dated 1 January to 30 November 2020, the reason for a zero return from the outpatients 
list in both Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda and Louth County Hospital, Dundalk; if 
both hospitals have an alternate plan to manage and reduce outpatient lists; the details of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1657/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Good practice around the management 
of hospital waiting lists recommends periodic validation of waiting lists. 

Validation is the process whereby hospital administration contacts patients on waiting lists 
at pre-planned intervals during the year to ensure that patients are ready, willing, suitable and 
available to attend a hospital appointment or wish to be removed. 

Importantly, the validation process allows for situations where, if requested by the GP/refer-
ring clinician, patients can be reinstated back to their original place on to the Waiting List.

For a number of years validation was conducted at individual hospital level in Ireland but in 
2018, the Minister for Health approved the establishment of the National Centralised Validation 
Unit (NCVU) within the NTPF. The NCVU delivers a standardisation of approach to validation 
across all waiting lists and all hospitals in line with the best patient-centred practices. The vali-
dation of waiting lists better informs the true demand for hospital services and enable improved 
efficiency and patient scheduling.

Following engagement with public hospitals, the NCVU commenced issuing waiting list 
validation correspondence on the 2nd November 2018. 

The report referenced by the Deputy relates to the number of patients removed from Outpa-
tient waiting lists between 1 January and 30 November 2020 by hospital as a result of validation 
exercises carried out by the NCVU.

In relation to the zero returns from both Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital (OLOL) and Louth 
County Hospital in this report, the NCVU has advised that the RCSI Hospital Group, with the 
exception of the Rotunda Hospital, do not engage in the NCVU process.

In relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy regarding alternate plans to manage 
and reduce outpatient lists at OLOL and Louth County Hospitals, and the details of same, as this 
is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

Cancer Services

1060. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to BreastCheck appointments being cancelled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1665/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

Hospital Equipment
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13/01/2021WRVV012001061. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health the position regarding 
wait times for MRI scans at University Hospital Limerick; if funding will be secured for an ad-
ditional MRI scanner for University Hospital Limerick; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [1667/21]

13/01/2021WRVV01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Further to the deferral of most scheduled care activity in March, April, and May of last year 
due to the pandemic, the HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent 
elective procedures are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased 
demand for bed capacity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work.

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

In relation to the information requested by the Deputy on wait times for MRI scans, the at-
tached spreadsheet provides the wait times for MRI scans at University Hospital Limerick sub-
ject to the caveats detailed below. The NTPF advise that Diagnostics data is collected quarterly 
and this data relates to the waiting list as of 30th September 2020. Q4 2020 data is currently 
being collated and validated.

In terms of the MRI data, the HSE advises that a pilot project commenced in 2016 by 
HSE Acute Hospitals Division to progress the collection of national radiology waiting list data. 
The project has been supported by the Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved 
key stakeholders across the system including the National Integrated Medical Imaging System 
(NIMIS) Team, Hospital Groups, and the support of the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) for data collection and data management expertise.

The information that is currently being collected is presently being tested and validated at 
hospital, hospital group and national level and as such should not be used/reported without the 
context of the caveats set out below:

- Data is subject to inclusions and exclusions which are documented in the Data Profile 
Document. This document is available from Acute Operations and has been circulated to all 
Hospital Groups.

- Data contains urgent, routine and surveillance/planned activity which is currently not bro-
ken down in detail, as such this includes surveillance/planned activity which may not be ex-
ceeding planned date.

- Data is still undergoing validation at Hospital and Hospital Group level.

- Data does not take into account local nuances at site level (Site profile developed to sup-
port understanding of same).

- The purpose of this aggregate data is to provide a National Level overview of the number 
of patients waiting for modalities of CT, MRI and Ultrasound.
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- This report is not intended to be used for the active management of hospital diagnostics 
waiting list, local reports and mechanisms should continue to be used for the management of 
diagnostics waiting lists at hospital level.

In relation to the particular query raised by the Deputy concerning funding for an additional 
MRI scanner for University Hospital, Limerick, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-14_pq1061-13-01-21_en.xlsx”>Wait times for MRI scans at University Hospital 
Limerick</a>]

Cross-Border Health Initiatives

1062. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if the cross-Border agree-
ment is being extended for new patients or being implemented for those booked and waiting to 
be seen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1673/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since 1 January 2021, the provisions 
of the EU Cross Border Directive (CBD) no longer apply to the UK. In order to mitigate the 
impact of the loss of access to care in the UK under the EU CBD scheme for persons resident 
in Ireland, the Government has agreed to provide for the implementation of a replacement 
scheme to be available in Northern Ireland only from 1 January 2021. The new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme will operate for 12 months and will operate on the same parameters 
as the EU Cross Border Directive scheme.

Furthermore, the HSE has also put in place transitional arrangements for certain patients 
who have a legitimate expectation of continuing to access care in the UK under the current 
provisions of the EU Cross-Border Directive Scheme including provision for reimbursement 
of healthcare costs by the HSE to persons who fall into certain categories, such as patients who 
can evidence that they have treatment booked prior to December 2020 for treatment in 2021.  
Patients are advised to contact the HSE CBD office directly with queries on individual applica-
tions and whether they are covered by the transitional arrangements or the new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme.

Finally, it is also important to note that, patients continue to have access to health services 
under the EU CBD Scheme in all other remaining EU countries.

Disease Management

13/01/2021WRVV018001063. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the imple-
mentation of the recommendations of the October 2019 report of the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre, HPSC, Lyme Borreliosis Subcommittee; the action his Department has taken in 
the meantime to improve testing, diagnosis, treatment and management of Lyme disease on foot 
of the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1679/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Lyme Borelliosis Sub-Commit-
tee is within the remit of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre of the HSE, I have asked the 
HSE to reply directly to the Deputy on this matter. 
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Vaccination Programme

1064. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of nasal spray child 
flu vaccines administered to date for each of the quantities due to expire on 13 and 14 January 
and 12 and 15 February 2021; the total cost of the vaccines; the number which have expired 
without being administered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1680/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1065 answered with Question No. 765.

  Question No. 1066 answered with Question No. 1021.

Covid-19 Tests

1067. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if persons continue to 
test positive for Covid-19 for up to three months after an initial positive PCR test; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1686/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

Covid-19 Pandemic

1068. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if the requirement of 
a negative PCR test in the previous 72 hours will be modified in respect of essential workers 
returning to Ireland who recently contracted Covid-19 but have fully recovered, are no longer 
symptomatic and are no longer suspected to be infectious; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1687/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): From 9 January 2021, all passengers ar-
riving at Irish airports and ports whose journey originates in Great Britain or South Africa will 
be requested to have evidence of a negative result from a pre-departure PCR COVID-19 test 
(COVID-19 not detected) taken up to 72 hours prior to arrival in Ireland.

International Transport Workers, including workers in aviation, maritime and road haulage 
sectors are exempt from this requirement as are members of An Garda Síochána where they are 
travelling in the course of performing their duties.

The pre-departure testing requirement and all Government policy on international travel is 
kept under continuing review. 

Eating Disorders

1069. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated to treat-
ing persons with eating disorders in each of the years 2016 to date; the amounts that have been 
diverted from this area in each of those years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1702/21]

13/01/2021WRVV03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
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vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

Eating Disorders

13/01/2021WRVV035001070. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the number of persons being 
treated for eating disorders in each of the years 2016 to date; the number that were discharged 
from that service each year in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1703/21]

13/01/2021WRVV03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

Home Help Service

1071. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health if an application by a person 
(details supplied)  for home help will be processed urgently; and if their home help hours will 
be awarded. [1705/21]

13/01/2021WRVV03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

Medical Cards

1072. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health the status of an application 
by a person (details supplied) for a medical card; and when they can expect a decision on their 
case. [1710/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 1073 answered with Question No. 765.

  Question No. 1074 answered with Question No. 1021.

  Question No. 1075 answered with Question No. 765.

Vaccination Programme

1076. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding Covid-19 vaccinations in a nursing home (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1742/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland



Questions - Written Answers

536

13/01/2021WRVV050001077. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the measures taken to allow 
nurses who do not have access to a personal computer or secure internet connections to pay 
their Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, NMBI, retention fees; the measures taken to 
give nurses without access to printers proof of payment, as required by hospitals; if he has con-
sidered his Department paying the fee in recognition of the efforts of nurses during Covid-19; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [1743/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The 2021 annual registration renewal 
for nurses and midwives is underway online through the MyNMBI portal. The process can be 
undertaken on any device that allows access to the NMBI website, but to complete the initial 
process the registrant will need to have an email address. All other registration services can now 
be accessed on a mobile device.

My Department has been  informed by the NMBI that,  in certain circumstances, registrants 
who have no access to a personal computer or secure internet connection can request a paper 
form. Registrants can request the form via the NMBI helpline on 1890 200 116, or by post-
ing their request to Registration Department, Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland, 18-20 
Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, A94 R299. They can complete the form and return it with a postal 
order for the annual renewal fee. This material will then be manually entered into the system by 
NMBI staff who will  then issue a certificate to the registrant.

NMBI is an independent regulatory body established under the Nurses and Midwives Act 
2011. While my Department is responsible for the oversight and governance of the NMBI, I 
have no role in setting or approving fees. Under the Nurses and Midwives Act 2011, the  NMBI 
is required to be self-financing, and the Annual Retention Fee is required to carry out their 
statutory obligations to protect the integrity of the practice of the professions of nursing and 
midwifery, and to protect the public. The annual retention fee was set by the NMBI in 2014 at 
€100 and is its main source of income in order to full these obligations. 

  Question No. 1078 answered with Question No. 1021.

Health Services Staff

1079. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the status of a recruitment process 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1748/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1080 answered with Question No. 1017.

Emergency Departments

1081. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time of 
patients who present at accident and emergency departments in all of the acute hospitals na-
tionwide by name of hospital, county and waiting time in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1754/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  The HSE National Service Plan (NSP) 
sets out the type and volume of health and personal social services that the HSE undertakes to 
provide within its financial allocation each year. The NSP 2020 sets targets in relation to the 
waiting times of attendees of emergency departments (EDs) for discharge or admission includ-
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ing specific targets for patients over 75 as follows: 

The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees at ED who are discharged or admitted 
within six hours of registration is 65%.

The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are 
discharged or admitted within six hours of registration is 95%

The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees at ED who are discharged or admitted 
within nine hours of registration is 80%.

The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are 
discharged or admitted within nine hours of registration is 99%.

The NSP 2020 target for percentage of all attendees at ED who are in ED less than 24 hours 
is 97%.

The NSP 2020 target for percentage of attendees aged 75 years and over at ED who are in 
ED less than 24 hours is 99%

In relation to the particular query raised regarding the breakdown of average PET by site, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

Healthcare Reimbursement Agreements

1082. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the current level of renu-
meration to dentists for medical card patients will be reviewed (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1759/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental care, free of charge, to medical card holders aged 16 and over. In De-
cember 2019, 1,490 private dentists held DTSS contracts with the HSE.  In December 2020, 
the corresponding figure was 1,354, a reduction of 9.1%. This is within the normal range of 
fluctuations of dentists participating in the Scheme in recent years. Patients may choose to have 
their treatment undertaken by any dentist who participates in the Scheme. The HSE will assist 
medical card holders in accessing such treatment if required. 

Smile agus Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy, published by my Department in April 
2019, sets out the new model of care delivery for dental services. The timeframe for the delivery 
of the Policy, which will be rolled out incrementally, is up to 2026. A review of the provision 
of dental services for those eligible for public services is required in the context of the imple-
mentation of the Policy and the issue of fees paid to dentists will be considered in that context. 

My Department has been engaging with dentists throughout the pandemic and is preparing 
for further engagement on any additional measures that might assist the public in accessing oral 
healthcare during these difficult times.  

13/01/2021WRWW00200Vaccination Programme

13/01/2021WRWW003001083. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the details of the recruitment pro-
cess for vaccinators to administer the Covid-19 vaccination; the number of vaccinators cur-
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rently in place; his plans to escalate the further recruitment of vaccinators; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1761/21]

13/01/2021WRWW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRWW00500Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRWW006001084. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health his plans to raise awareness 
of the importance of properly disposing of face masks to reduce the spread of Covid-19; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1766/21]

13/01/2021WRWW00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department provides a biweekly 
NPHET press conference serving as a comprehensive update on the latest epidemiological situ-
ation in Ireland with regard to COVID-19. This provides a regular and substantial opportunity 
to respond to media queries and to raise the profile of the key public health measures required 
to limit the spread of COVID-19, including the importance of the wearing of face coverings 
in shops, crowded outdoor spaces, on public transport and indoor communal working spaces.

On Thursday 7 January, the Chief Medical Officer, Tony Holohan took the opportunity 
to highlight the possible misuse in the wearing of face coverings and to advise people to re-
view the guidance on how to wear a face covering which is available on the gov.ie and HSE.
ie websites. For example: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/aac74c-guidance-on-safe-use-of-
face-coverings/ and https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/face-coverings-masks-and-
covid-19/when-to-wear.html#when-to-wear.

To support the ongoing public health guidance by NPHET, my Department’s Press and 
Communications unit works closely with the HSE Communications team to raise the profile of 
the key public health messages amongst the general public.

As this question also relates directly to the Health Service Executive, I have asked them to 
respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

  Questions Nos. 1085 and 1086 answered with Question No. 1017.

13/01/2021WRWW01000Hospital Facilities

13/01/2021WRWW011001087. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health if St. Luke’s Hospital, 
Kilkenny will be given access to the upper floor of a hospital (details supplied) for the third 
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic. [1772/21]

13/01/2021WRWW01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRWW01300Hospital Facilities

13/01/2021WRWW014001088. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health when a design team will 
be appointed for the new 125-bed ward which is needed for St. Luke’s Hospital, Kilkenny; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1773/21]
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13/01/2021WRWW01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter.

13/01/2021WRWW01600Hospital Appointments Status

13/01/2021WRWW017001089. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be 
fast-tracked for a person (details supplied). [1774/21]

13/01/2021WRWW01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The HSE is currently recommending that only critical time dependent elective procedures 
are undertaken at this time due to the on-going and significant increased demand for bed capac-
ity related to Covid-19.

This decision was made arising from the rapid increase in Covid-19 admissions and to en-
sure patient safety and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related 
activity and time-critical essential work. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1090 answered with Question No. 751.

  Question No. 1091 answered with Question No. 1017.

13/01/2021WRWW02100Mental Health Services

13/01/2021WRWW022001092. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the additional funding pro-
vided under the winter plan for mental health services; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1782/21]

13/01/2021WRWW02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Future funding 
for Mental Health Services was considered as part of the 2021 Budget and was progressed in 
the context of the main Government Pandemic Plan, rather than in the HSE Winter Plan. 
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The development of all aspects of mental health services remains a priority for Government. 
This is reflected in the current Programme for Government, the new policy, Sharing the Vision 
- A Mental Health Policy for Everyone, and the significant additional funding given to HSE 
Mental Health services in Budget 2021. 

Budget 2021 includes an additional €50 million for Mental Health Services, bringing the 
total Mental Health provision to €1.076 billion. In relation to the additional €50 million, €23 
million has been allocated to commence implementation of many of the short-term recom-
mendations of Sharing the Vision in 2021. This will fund additional beds and the enhancement 
of mental health teams, including: Child and Adolescent Mental Health services and Adult 
Crisis Resolution Teams; expansion of specialist Clinical and Dialectical Behavioural Therapy 
Programmes; Peer Support and Bereavement Coordinators; and the Individual Placement and 
Support (IPS) employment approach. This funding will provide for an additional 153 posts in 
mental health in 2021.

In addition to the above, €15 million will assist with evolving challenges arising from Co-
vid-19. In this context, the number of step-down beds will be increased and extra resources will 
be provided for community mental health teams. Reconfiguration of mental health facilities, in 
line with Mental Health Commission recommendations and the enhancement of digital mental 
health supports will also take place.

€2.2 million was provided to the HSE in 2020 for a mental health promotion and well-being 
campaign, through enhanced online supports to improve population health outcomes.

13/01/2021WRWW02400Primary Medical Certificates

13/01/2021WRWW025001093. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the steps that will be taken to 
ensure the HSE has the capacity to process primary medical certificates from 1 January 2020; 
the outcome of the meeting on 9 December 2020 between the Minister of State with responsi-
bility for Disability at his Department and the Department of Justice and the Secretary General; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1783/21]

13/01/2021WRWW02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Disabled 
Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme comes under the remit of the De-
partment of Finance and the Revenue Commissioners.  The extent of the involvement of Health 
Service Executive (HSE)  personnel in the Scheme relates to making a professional clinical 
determination as to whether an individual applicant meets the specified medical criteria for a 
Primary Medical Certificate. This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Officers for 
the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation on behalf of the Department of Finance and 
the Revenue Commissioners.

The Minister of State with responsibility for Disability, Anne Rabbitte TD, met with the 
Secretary General of the Department of Health on 9 December 2020 to discuss a number of is-
sues, including Primary Medical Certificates. Minister Rabbitte discussed the backlog that has 
built up due to the temporary suspension of the assessments earlier this year.

The Deputy will be aware that following a Supreme Court decision of  June 2020, the as-
sessment process for Primary Medical Certificates was suspended at the request of the Minister 
for Finance. In order to allow for the Primary Medical Certificate assessments to recommence, 
the Minister for Finance brought forward amendments to the Finance Bill to provide for the 
existing medical criteria in primary legislation. 

On foot of a request from the Minister for Finance, my colleague, the Minister for Health, 
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issued an instruction to the Chief Executive Officer of the HSE on 22nd December, 2020, to 
the effect that Primary Medical Certificate assessments can recommence with effect from 1st 
January, 2021.

As the assessment process for Primary Medical Certificates is a service matter, I have re-
ferred this element of the Deputy’s question to the HSE for consideration and direct reply to 
the Deputy.

13/01/2021WRWW02700Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRWW028001094. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the details for his De-
partment for outsourcing to consultancies of specifically Covid-19-related work, services or 
advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1794/21]

13/01/2021WRWW02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is not readily available but my Department will seek to collate information if applicable and 
revert to the Deputy as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1095 answered with Question No. 929.

13/01/2021WRWW03100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRWW032001096. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if essential workers in 
Level 5 of the Covid-19 restrictions must be required to be physically present in their work-
place in order to be deemed essential workers; if his attention has been drawn to contradictory 
Government advice in this regard (details supplied); if those deemed to be essential workers and 
who are instructed by their employers to work from home will be classed as essential workers 
for the purposes of childcare in level 5; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1805/21]

13/01/2021WRWW03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I would like to thank the Deputy for 
bringing this matter to my attention. 

Following consultation with my colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth, I understand that  his Department has updated their FAQ  document 
which can be viewed at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/367e6-faqs-for-providers-of-early-
learning-and-care-and-school-age-childcare-services-12-january/.

The Deputy should note that physical attendance at workplaces is only permitted where 
delivery of essential services can only be provided in person and cannot be delivered remote-
ly. However, for the purposes of access to childcare, the Department of Children, Equality, Dis-
ability, Integration and Youth have advised that workers delivering essential services who are 
working from home are eligible to access childcare services.

13/01/2021WRWW03400Speech and Language Therapy

13/01/2021WRWW035001097. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the waiting list time for first and 
review assessments for speech and language assessment and speech and language therapy from 
2016 to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1812/21]

13/01/2021WRWW03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
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for Government,  Our Shared Future,  recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The  Government commits to prioritising access to disability services for children and en-
suring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the best 
outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

13/01/2021WRWW03700Departmental Expenditure

13/01/2021WRWW038001098. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the amount the services 
of a company (details supplied) has cost his Department to date; the amount it is projected to 
cost for its role in the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out project; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1813/21]

13/01/2021WRWW03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has not engaged the 
services of this company in the context of the COVID-19 vaccine rollout.

13/01/2021WRWW04000Cross-Border Health Initiatives

13/01/2021WRWW041001099. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the arrangements in place to 
continue a scheme with Northern Ireland and Britain similar to the EU cross-border healthcare 
directive; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1816/21]

13/01/2021WRWW04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since 1 January 2021, the provisions 
of the EU Cross Border Directive (CBD) no longer apply to the UK. In order to mitigate the 
impact of the loss of access to care in the UK under the EU CBD scheme for persons resident 
in Ireland, the Government has agreed to provide for the implementation of a replacement 
scheme to be available in Northern Ireland only from 1 January 2021. The new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme will operate for 12 months and will operate on the same parameters 
as the EU Cross Border Directive scheme.

Furthermore, the HSE has also put in place transitional arrangements for certain patients 
who have a legitimate expectation of continuing to access care in the UK under the current 
provisions of the EU Cross-Border Directive Scheme including provision for reimbursement 
of healthcare costs by the HSE to persons who fall into certain categories, such as patients who 
can evidence that they have treatment booked prior to December 2020 for treatment in 2021.  
Patients are advised to contact the HSE CBD office directly with queries on individual applica-
tions and whether they are covered by the transitional arrangements or the new Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme.

Finally, it is also important to note that, patients continue to have access to health services 
under the EU CBD Scheme in all other remaining EU countries.

  Question No. 1100 answered with Question No. 765.

13/01/2021WRWW04400Harbours and Piers
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13/01/2021WRWW045001101. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if funding will be provided for works at a pier (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [45083/20]

13/01/2021WRWW04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour Cen-
tres, located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl un-
der statute. In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance 
of North Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific piers, 
lights and beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the Marine Works (Ireland) Act 1902, 
and piers, lights and beacons constructed under the auspices of the Congested Districts Board.

Responsibility for the maintenance and development of Local Authority-owned harbours 
and piers rests with each individual Local Authority in the first instance and its parent Depart-
ment, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage thereafter. In the case of 
Dromatoor Pier in Ballyheigue Bay, Kerry County Council is the responsible Local Authority.

As part of the annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Pro-
gramme, my Department has provided limited funding to assist coastal Local Authorities in car-
rying out small-scale projects for the development and repair of piers, harbours and slipways in 
their ownership. Between 2010 and 2020, over €31m has been made available to assist coastal 
Local Authorities under this programme. Kerry County Council secured funding of €1.9m dur-
ing this period, with over €30k being allocated to repair and development works at Dromatoor 
Pier, Ballyheigue Bay.

No final decisions have been made in relation to the composition of the 2021 Fishery Har-
bour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme, however, should any application be 
submitted by Kerry County Council in relation to repair works at Dromatoor Pier under any 
future programme, it will be given due consideration, taking into account the terms and condi-
tions of the scheme, the priority attached to it by the Council and available exchequer funding.

13/01/2021WRWW04700Horticulture Sector

13/01/2021WRWW048001102. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the degree to which the horticultural sector can rely on an adequate supply of moss peat for the 
future given that such activity is largely carbon neutral; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1902/21]

13/01/2021WRWW04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
relation to peat extraction, my Department has no involvement in its regulation. This is a plan-
ning process under the remit of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
and an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) license process, under the remit of the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.  

Regarding the future use of peat moss in the horticulture sector, on 7th September 2020, my 
colleague Malcolm Noonan T.D., Minister for Heritage and Electoral Reform in the Depart-
ment of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, published a report on the review of the use 
of Peat Moss in the Horticultural Industry. The review report was prepared by an inter-agency 
working group following on from the submissions from stakeholders. 

After the publication of this report, Minister Noonan proposed the establishment of a work-
ing group to include representatives from relevant Government Departments and State Agen-
cies, Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and industry stakeholders under an in-
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dependent chairperson to examine the issues identified during the review. In this respect the 
working group will address the key issues raised in the report itself, including future use of 
peat by the horticulture sector. The position of Chair for the Independent Working Group was 
advertised and the closing date for receipt of the applications was 23rd November 2020. Once 
the Chair is in place, membership of the working group can be established.

In addition to these developments, my Department is actively looking at alternatives to peat 
and has funded two research projects to date. It has also recently sought further research be con-
ducted here to explore alternatives to peat based growing media for horticultural production in 
this area in its latest Research Call for 2021. These must be available, affordable and sustainable 
and meet quality as well as environmental requirements.

13/01/2021WRWW05000Beef Data and Genomics Programme

13/01/2021WRWW051001103. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a beef genetic scheme for 2020 will be granted to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44648/20]

13/01/2021WRWW05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Beef Data and Genomics Programme (BDGP) provides for six years of payments to participat-
ing farmers for the completion of actions which deliver accelerated genetic improvement in the 
Irish national herd and the improvement of its environmental sustainability.

Payment under the 2020 BDGP issued to the bank account of the person named on 17 De-
cember 2020.

13/01/2021WRWW05300Agriculture Industry

13/01/2021WRWW054001104. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
role of his Department in prohibiting the marketing of hemp-derived agricultural food products 
in Ireland in view of the CJEU ruling of 19 November 2020 and statements by the European 
Commission on 2 and 3 December 2020 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [44721/20]

13/01/2021WRWW05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
growing of hemp by farmers is subject to specific licence granted by the Health Products Regu-
latory Authority (HPRA), which operates under the auspices of the Department of Health. In 
addition, the cultivation of hemp (Cannabis genus) is restricted to varieties having less than 
0.2% content of the narcotic compound Delta-9 Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). Cannabis (which 
includes hemp) is listed in schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2017, as amended, 
which means it is subject to the strictest level of control. 

The legislative position is primarily, therefore, a matter for the Health Products Regulatory 
Authority and Department of Health as my Department has no legal role in prohibiting the plac-
ing on the market of food product containing hemp.

13/01/2021WRWW05600Agriculture Industry

13/01/2021WRWW057001105. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to lift the sanctions his Department imposed on the Irish hemp industry; if he will defend 
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the rights of Irish hemp farmers and processors to market their agricultural product; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44722/20]

13/01/2021WRWW05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Deputy will be aware that the Programme for Government (PFG) has committed to exploring 
the potential for the growing of fibre crops such as hemp.  

My Department has, and continues to, engage with relevant stakeholders from different 
hemp representative bodies to fully explore the viability of growing fibre crops such as hemp. 

In relation to the suggestion regarding sanctions being imposed on the hemp industry relat-
ing to access to the Credit Guarantee Scheme, my Department has not imposed any such sanc-
tions. 

The growing of hemp is included as an eligible crop under the conditionality for  the Credit 
Guarantee Scheme. This is where the crop is grown for fibre which is in line with the licence to 
cultivate hemp issued by the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) under the Misuse 
of Drugs Regulations which specifically states it is for fibre use.

13/01/2021WRWW05900Coillte Teoranta

13/01/2021WRWW060001106. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide a progress report on Coillte’s plans for its sites in the Dublin mountains; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [44727/20]

13/01/2021WRWW06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Coillte 
CGA was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-
to-day operational matters, such as the management of their forest estate, are the responsibility 
of the company. 

I have therefore passed the questions raised to Coillte for response and direct reply to the 
Deputy.

13/01/2021WRWW06200Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRWW063001107. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his Department or State agencies under the aegis of his Department have awarded contracts to 
a company (details supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered 
for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44779/20]

13/01/2021WRWW06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish 
to advise the Deputy that my Department did not award any contracts to a company (details 
supplied).

As regards the 12 State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, the information requested 
is an operational matter for the State Bodies themselves.  I have referred the Deputy’s question 
to the Agencies and have requested that a response should issue within 10 days.

13/01/2021WRXX00200Horticulture Sector

13/01/2021WRXX003001108. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
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views on a matter (details supplied); the potential impact on the horticultural and nursery sec-
tors; the measures he is taking to mitigate the impact; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [44848/20]

13/01/2021WRXX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
relation to peat extraction, my Department has no involvement in its regulation. This is a plan-
ning process under the remit of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
and an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) license process, under the remit of the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

On 7th September 2020, my colleague Malcolm Noonan T.D., Minister for Heritage and 
Electoral Reform in the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, published 
a report on the review of the use of Peat Moss in the Horticultural Industry. The review report 
was prepared by an inter-agency working group following on from the submissions from stake-
holders.

After the publication of this report, Minister Noonan proposed the establishment of a work-
ing group to include representatives from relevant Government Departments and State Agen-
cies, Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and industry stakeholders under an in-
dependent chairperson to examine the issues identified during the review. In this respect the 
working group will address the key issues raised in the report itself, including future use of 
peat by the horticulture sector. The position of Chair for the Independent Working Group was 
advertised and the closing date for receipt of the applications was the 23rd of November 2020. 
Once the Chair is in place, membership of the working group can be established.

In addition to these developments, my Department is actively looking at alternatives to peat 
and has funded two research projects to date. It has also recently sought further research be con-
ducted here to explore alternatives to peat based growing media for horticultural production in 
this area in its latest Research Call for 2021. These must be available, affordable and sustainable 
and meet quality as well as environmental requirements.

13/01/2021WRXX00500Forestry Premium Payments

13/01/2021WRXX006001109. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a person (details supplied) will be permitted to not have to repay the premium and plantation 
grant for six acres of forestry that he or she had to take out after six years of growth in order to 
control the spread of tuberculosis on his or her land; if this will be considered as force majeure; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [44855/20]

13/01/2021WRXX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
person named is not a participant in my Department’s Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme.

This plantation was established with support under the Afforestation Grant and Premium 
Scheme by the previous owner who, as it stands, remains responsible for any liabilities arising 
from the scheme. The previous owner advised the Department in January 2020 that the site had 
been sold and was issued with material regarding change of ownership and steps to be taken 
to effect same, including being advised of the requirement for full repayment of all grants and 
premiums where a new owner does not continue in the scheme.  To date, the new owner has not 
yet applied to continue in the scheme.

My Department has advised representatives of the new owner in April 2020 of the scheme 
conditions  that remaining premiums would not be paid to the new owner unless change of own-
ership under the scheme was effected and that deforestation is not allowed under the scheme, 
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unless alternative lands are replanted in accordance with the scheme conditions. They were also 
advised that TB was not a reason to deforest, that any felling required a felling licence under the 
Forestry Act 2014 and that illegal felling is an offence and can result in fines.

I have asked Department officials to review all aspects of this case in light of the information 
above and to communicate directly with the parties involved. If illegal felling has taken place, 
this will be fully investigated and result in prosecution, if appropriate.

13/01/2021WRXX00800Veterinary Medicines

13/01/2021WRXX009001110. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
a decision is likely to be made on proposed changes to regulations (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [44923/20]

13/01/2021WRXX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): EU 
Regulation 2019/6 comes into force in January 2022 and from this date anti-parasitic veterinary 
medicinal products for food producing animals will require a veterinary prescription in order 
to be supplied. My Department has made it clear to stakeholders that all current suppliers of 
anti-parasitic veterinary medicines will continue to be able to supply them post-January 2022.

Policy and legislative decisions related to Regulation 2019/6 will be finalised during 
2021 and will be subject to consultation with stakeholders.

13/01/2021WRXX01100Animal Welfare

13/01/2021WRXX012001111. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider putting a strategic plan in place to protect the health of Connemara ponies into the 
future in view of the seriously concerning statistics on hoof wall separation disease. [44956/20]

13/01/2021WRXX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Connemara Pony Breeders Society (CPBS) has been approved by my Department to maintain 
the Studbook for Connemara Ponies and, in this regard, operates a breeding programme for the 
breed.

My Department has allocated funding to the Connemara Pony Breeders Society under the 
Equine Infrastructures Scheme since 2015, to facilitate research into this genetic defect. The 
research work carried out in conjunction  with Weatherby’s, in this regard has enabled the So-
ciety to test for the presence of the HWSD gene. This has allowed the Society put together a 
strategy to bring about a decrease in the incidence of this genetic defect towards its eventual 
elimination.

13/01/2021WRXX01400Animal Welfare

13/01/2021WRXX015001112. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
further tranches of funding will be rolled out to animal welfare organisations in view of the fact 
that an organisation (details supplied) received just €2,000 in the most recent round of funding 
to support its work in 2021. [44975/20]

13/01/2021WRXX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I 
would like to assure the Deputy that animal welfare is a high priority for my Department and 
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considerable resources and funding are provided to address the issue. The Programme for Gov-
ernment  contains an undertaking to provide additional funding to support animal welfare in the 
coming years to which I am fully committed.  In December 2020, I announced record funding 
of €3.2 million to 101 animal welfare organisations throughout the country.  This included an 
award made to the organisation named which represented a doubling of the funding awarded 
in 2019.

Applications for annual funding from animal welfare organisations are assessed careful-
ly and awards are made on the basis of objective criteria, including the level and type of assis-
tance provided by the organisation in the delivery of care and welfare services to animals and 
the level of funding raised by organisations from other sources to support welfare activities.

My Department’s scheme for support to animal welfare charities in 2022 will be advertised 
later this year and applications from eligible organisations will be welcomed.

13/01/2021WRXX01700Agriculture Schemes

13/01/2021WRXX018001113. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 662 of 15 December 2020, if his Department makes its 
various payments to the person whose name is attached to the herd number; if he will further 
clarify the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45007/20]

13/01/2021WRXX01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): En-
titlement to payment under the Department’s various schemes and services is predicated upon, 
application for and compliance with, the various requirements and qualifying criteria of the 
schemes concerned. Payment under the various schemes and services is made to the applicant 
once the qualifying criteria are met and the applicant is otherwise compliant. Registration as a 
herdowner does not infer entitlement to payments under any schemes operated by my Depart-
ment. 

The requirement to hold a valid Herd Number is an eligibility condition under a number of 
the schemes run by my Department.  In order to qualify for payment under such schemes, all 
other eligibility conditions and scheme requirements must also be met.  In general, payment 
will issue to the person(s) named on the relevant herd number subject to all scheme conditions 
being satisfied.  There are circumstances in which payment can be made to third parties, for 
example, where an attachment order has been issued by the Courts.

13/01/2021WRXX02000Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRXX021001114. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his views on a matter (details supplied) regarding supports for fishermen; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [45038/20]

13/01/2021WRXX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, Government has made available financial and other sup-
ports for employees and businesses negatively impacted by the pandemic.  Both the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment and the Wage Subsidy Scheme and its successors have supported the 
incomes of employees and the self-employed in our seafood sector.  Government has also made 
available low-cost loans to seafood businesses for working capital and other purposes.

My Department’s European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Programme continues to offer 



13 January 2021

549

financial supports to fishermen, aquaculture enterprises, seafood processors and coastal com-
munities for a broad range of measures, including capital investment, professional advice, in-
novation, marketing, training and capacity building, fisheries management, and socio-economic 
development.  Any covid-specific supports I make available must be within the confines of the 
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Regulation and EU State Aid rules.

In 2020, the European Union amended the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Regula-
tion to ensure that Member States’ 2014-20 EMFF Operational Programmes could be used to 
support their seafood sectors from the specific impacts of the pandemic.  However, the EU pro-
vided no additional funds for this purpose and the measures available through the amendments 
were allowed only up to 31 December 2020.

For the fishing sector, two options were available to Member States, either a fleet tie-up 
scheme or a storage aid market support scheme.  During discussions with fishing representa-
tives earlier in 2020 it was made clear that storage aid was not wanted by the sector.  Instead a 
temporary fleet tie-up scheme was implemented over three months from June to August 2020 
to support the fixed costs of vessel owners who chose to tie-up during periods of market tur-
bulence, with the Pandemic Unemployment Payment complementing such a scheme by sup-
porting the incomes of crew.  As the Regulation confined such supports to fishing vessels, the 
scheme was available to registered fishing vessels only and vessels in the aquaculture segment 
of the fleet could not be accommodated.

In relation to the aquaculture sector, the amendment to the EMFF Regulation allowed Mem-
ber States to pay compensation to aquaculture enterprises for the lost sales or production caused 
by the pandemic.  The representative body for the aquaculture sector sought such supports for 
shellfish producers and I implemented a support scheme for oyster and rope mussel producers 
towards the end of 2020.

13/01/2021WRXX02300Alternative Energy Projects

13/01/2021WRXX024001115. Deputy Ciarán Cannon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the locations and operators of the 12 biogas plants approved to operate in Ireland; and the lo-
cations and operators of the two plants that are at an advanced stage and the plant that is at an 
early stage, as outlined in Parliamentary Question Nos. 894 and 895 of 22 September 2020. 
[45089/20]

13/01/2021WRXX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
names and locations of the 12 biogas plants approved under the EU Animal By-Product Regula-
tions are set out in the table below. This information is available on the Departments website at 
the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/044de-eu-approved-abp-plants/

My Department cannot comment on the details of plants or operators which are undergoing 
the approval process.

Approval/Registration   Number Name County

BIOG 8 BEOFS, Bio Energy Organic Fertiliser Services Kilkenny

BIOG 51 Green Generation Kildare

BIOG 55 Greengas AD Limerick

BIOG 64 Ballyshannon Recycling Ltd Wexford

BIOG 81 Rockbrook AD Ltd Laois

BIOG 92 Timoleague Agri Gen Ltd Cork

BIOG 98 Kilowen Biogas Ltd Waterford



Questions - Written Answers

550

Approval/Registration   Number Name County

BIOG 100 Glenmore Generation Limited Donegal

BIOG 103 Ashleigh Farms Waterford

BIOG 106 Eras Biogas Cork

BIOG 108 Huntstown Bioenergy Ltd Dublin

BIOG 116 Recycled Products Ltd Donegal

13/01/2021WRXX02600Agriculture Scheme Appeals

13/01/2021WRXX027001116. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on an appeal by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [45127/20]

13/01/2021WRXX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that the Agriculture Appeals Office operates independently of my Depart-
ment.

I have been advised, however, that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate 
that an appeal was received from the person named in July 2020.

The Appeals Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my 
Department and all relevant documentation has been forwarded to the the Appeals Office.

I am advised that the appeal has been assigned to an Appeals Officer for examination and I 
am assured that the appeal will be dealt with in due course.

13/01/2021WRXX02900Live Exports

13/01/2021WRXX030001117. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the animal welfare standards other countries must meet in order to receive live exports; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [45153/20]

13/01/2021WRXX03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): With 
regard to intra-community live exports, all EU member states are subject to common EU wel-
fare standards both during transit and within the destination of country.  

In the case of 3rd countries, agreed veterinary health certificates outline herd of origin, 
transport and welfare requirements to be met.  Ireland adheres strictly to these standards.

My Department implements the most stringent system of controls on the welfare of animals 
being exported.

In addition to meeting the provisions of Council Regulation 1/2005, Ireland implements a 
comprehensive legislative framework relating to the transport of animals by sea (The Carriage 
of Livestock by Sea Regulations 2016 (S.I. 356 of 2016).  This legislation goes above and be-
yond the requirements of the EU Council Regulation.

13/01/2021WRXX03200Animal Feedstuffs

13/01/2021WRXX033001118. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if an 
impact assessment has been conducted by his Department with respect to the Irish feed indus-
try following the imposition of duties on products listed in the EU-US WTO Aircraft Dispute 
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- Regulation 2020/1646; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45185/20]

13/01/2021WRXX034001119. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he is putting in place to support the Irish feed industry following the imposition of an 
additional 15% duty on products listed on Annex 1 of the EU-US WTO Aircraft Dispute - Regu-
lation 2020/1646 and a 25% duty on those products listed on Annex II of the same regulation; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45186/20]

13/01/2021WRXX035001120. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason there was no consultation with the Irish feed industry or an organisation (details sup-
plied) during the negotiation phase or the pre-implementation phase of the EU-US WTO Air-
craft Dispute - Regulation 2020/1646 when other EU member states did provide ample oppor-
tunity to discuss and review the proposed list, consult with industry and provide comment; the 
reason no notice period was provided for or requested by the Irish delegation when supporting 
this regulation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [45187/20]

13/01/2021WRXX036001121. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will immediately engage with an organisation (details supplied) to address significant con-
cerns regarding the imposition of duties and tariffs following the implementation of the EU-US 
WTO Aircraft Dispute - Regulation 2020/1646; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[45188/20]

13/01/2021WRXX03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1118 to 1121, inclusive, together.

I appreciate the impact that recent developments in the ongoing WTO-adjudicated Airbus 
and Boeing disputes have had on the Irish feed importers.  On 9th November 2020, the EU de-
cided to impose tariffs on a range of US exports to the EU, including beet pulp and cane molas-
ses. These tariffs became effective on 10th November 2020.  It should be noted that one of the 
EU’s criteria for product selection, in this instance, is that the EU is not reliant on the US for the 
supply of these particular products.

There are no plans to put measures in place to support the industry as a result of the imposi-
tion of these tariffs.

Questions regarding international trade are primarily a matter for the Minister for Enter-
prise, Trade and Employment.  As a general proposition, however, Ireland’s position on the 
Airbus/Boeing dispute has been that such matters are better resolved, where possible, without 
recourse to retaliatory  tariffs.

13/01/2021WRXX04100Ports Facilities

13/01/2021WRXX042001122. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the customs controls at Rosslare Port will be closed at any point during the working day; if so, 
the reason for such closures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1026/21]

13/01/2021WRXX04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Office of the Revenue Commissioners is the office responsible for customs controls in Ireland. 
My Department, in conjunction with the HSE, is responsible for the implementation of food 
safety, plant and animal health controls on consignments of live animals, plants and products 
of plant and animal origin, being imported into Ireland, and the EU, from non-EU countries.

The hours of operation of the border control post operated by my Department, at Rosslare 
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Port, are currently 16 hours a day, seven days a week, from 4 am to 10 pm. The hours of opera-
tion have been set based on analysis of demand and to coincide with the arrival of the morning 
and evening ferries.  The arrangements also take account of possible ferry delays, and factor in 
the requirement for haulage companies to pick up unaccompanied trailers and to meet delivery 
time targets.

13/01/2021WRXX04400Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRXX045001123. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the details of the losses in the specific species the fishing fleet will have to give up (details sup-
plied); the details of the decommissioning proposal given to him and the Cabinet; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1079/21]

13/01/2021WRXX04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement will, unfortunately, have an impact on our fishing 
industry.  However,  this impact would have been far greater had the Barnier Task Force agreed 
to UK demands or had we been in a no-deal scenario which would have seen all EU vessels 
barred from UK waters and subsequent displacement into Ireland’s fishing zone. This week, I 
have  published a Preliminary Analysis of Transfers of Quota Shares on the gov.ie website 
which details quota transfers for Ireland across the different stocks. The economic effect will be 
felt across the pelagic and the whitefish fleet. The Deputy will see from this document that re-
ductions in the Annexes to the Agreement are graduated over the 5.5 year period of reciprocal 
access, but the largest part of the reduction, 60%, is between 2020 and 2021.

In the context of funding that may be made available to Ireland through the Brexit Adjust-
ment Reserve to assist our seafood sector with the consequences of a reduction in Ireland’s quo-
tas, my Department is exploring a variety of measures, including a possible temporary cessation 
scheme from the second quarter of 2021 to provide short term assistance to fishing vessels 
most impacted by the quota agreements with the UK and a possible decommissioning scheme 
to follow at a later date to address the longer term consequences on the balance between fleet 
capacity and fishing opportunities.

13/01/2021WRXX04700Horticulture Sector

13/01/2021WRXX048001124. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the proposal by Bord na Móna to divert a large portion of peat 
previously allocated for the horticulture industry to retail factories in Ireland and the UK, and 
Edenderry power factories; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that this will dam-
age the horticulture sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1081/21]

13/01/2021WRXX04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
relation to peat extraction, my Department has no involvement in its regulation. This is a plan-
ning process under the remit of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
and an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) license process, under the remit of the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

Regarding the future use of peat moss in the horticulture sector, on 7th September 2020, my 
colleague Malcolm Noonan T.D., Minister for Heritage and Electoral Reform in the Depart-
ment of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, published a report on the review of the use 
of Peat Moss in the Horticultural Industry. The review report was prepared by an inter-agency 
working group following on from the submissions from stakeholders.
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After the publication of this report, Minister Noonan proposed the establishment of a work-
ing group to include representatives from relevant Government Departments and State Agen-
cies, Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations and industry stakeholders under an in-
dependent chairperson to examine the issues identified during the review. In this respect the 
working group will address the key issues raised in the report itself, including future use of 
peat by the horticulture sector. The position of Chair for the Independent Working Group was 
advertised and the closing date for receipt of the applications was the 23rd of November 2020. 
Once the Chair is in place membership of the working group can be established.

In addition to these developments, my Department is actively looking at alternatives to peat 
and has funded two research projects to date. It has also recently sought further research be con-
ducted here to explore alternatives to peat based growing media for horticultural production in 
this area in its latest Research Call for 2021. These must be available, affordable and sustainable 
and meet quality as well as environmental requirements.

13/01/2021WRXX05000Agriculture Schemes

13/01/2021WRXX051001125. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to introduce a complementary redistributive income support for sustainability as recom-
mended by the European Commission; the basis by which this support will be funded; the 
expected number of farmers who will benefit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1082/21]

13/01/2021WRXX05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
CAP post-2020 legislative proposals set out a number of measures relating to distribution of 
payments. These include a proposal to implement a mandatory overall cap of €100,000, as well 
as degressivity, or gradual reductions, for payments above €60,000. The proposals also include 
a complementary redistributive scheme to redistribute payments from larger to smaller and me-
dium sized farmers. Under the recently-agreed Council General Approach, this is a voluntary 
option for Member States.

My Department is carefully considering all aspects of the CAP proposals in order to assess 
their potential impact on farmers. However, the final agreement on the CAP is dependent on 
the outcome of the trilogue process, which is still ongoing in Brussels.  Until that process is 
concluded, and the parameters for any measures are decided, it is not possible to provide further 
details on any potential schemes, including a CRISS scheme.

My Department will continue to examine the options presented during the negotiations in 
order to achieve the best possible outcome for farmers.

13/01/2021WRXX05300Common Agricultural Policy

13/01/2021WRXX054001126. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to cap the upper limit of payments that farmers will receive from the Common Agricul-
tural Policy in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1083/21]

13/01/2021WRXX05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Dur-
ing the transitional period, the provisions for capping of payments from EU Regulation 1307 
of 2013 still apply.

Ireland chose to apply the maximum capping of payments possible under this regulation and 
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will continue to do so during 2021.  Therefore, the maximum payment that will be granted to 
any one farmer under the Basic Payment Scheme (excluding the Greening Payment) in 2021 is 
capped at €150,000.

I have previously committed to further looking at the maximum payment level.  

13/01/2021WRXX05600Common Agricultural Policy

13/01/2021WRXX057001127. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
convergence that will take place for CAP payments in 2021; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1084/21]

13/01/2021WRXX05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Con-
vergence is a feature of the current CAP and the new CAP proposals intend to continue with this 
policy. Ireland has supported this element of these proposals. Convergence aims to redistribute 
and flatten the value of CAP payment entitlements and like all elements of the CAP, there are 
differing views regarding its implementation.

Under the current CAP, some €93million was redistributed from farmers with payment en-
titlements values above the national average to raise the value of payment entitlement held 
by farmers that were below the national average. This was implemented in a planned, phased 
manner over the five years of the Basic Payment Scheme and the steps of the convergence were 
notified to each farmer. This period of planned convergence ended in 2019 following its suc-
cessful implementation.

The regulations regarding the transition period enable member states to continue conver-
gence during the transition period, if they so wish. In order to provide for stability, some cer-
tainty for farmers and consultation on CAP measures, Ireland chose to rest convergence during 
the years 2020 and 2021.

I am reflecting on the approach that should be adopted and I will continue engagement with 
the relevant stakeholder organisations. I am mindful that any decision on convergence during 
the transition period is interlinked with plans for convergence in the new CAP. The regulations 
for the new CAP period have not yet been finalised.

13/01/2021WRXX05900Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRXX060001128. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department has been informed that a worker at mink farms has tested positive for  Covid-19; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1085/21]

13/01/2021WRXX06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department of Health and the HSE are the competent authorities responsible for dealing with 
public health including testing and tracing.  I can confirm that my Department has not been 
informed of a worker at a mink farm having tested positive for Covid-19.

13/01/2021WRXX06200Brexit Issues

13/01/2021WRXX063001129. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department will conduct an assessment of the Brexit-related impact on farm incomes; his plans 
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to financially support those farmers who have been negatively impacted; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1086/21]

13/01/2021WRXX06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
line with other parts of the economy, much of the analysis and economic modelling to date on 
Brexit for the Irish agrifood sector has concentrated on the outcome of a no deal scenario. Re-
cent research by Teagasc  estimated that in a no-deal scenario, the average family farm income 
in 2021 would have decreased by 18%, with average income on beef farms dropping by 40%.

In concluding a Free Trade Agreement with the UK, this worst case scenario has been avoid-
ed. However, it has always been clear that there is no good Brexit for the agrifood sector. While 
the avoidance of tariffs is hugely significant, the trading relationship has changed and non-tariff 
barriers will inevitably create costs to trade. These mainly relate to the costs of customs proce-
dures, compliance with SPS requirements, costs of transit and certification requirements. The 
precise magnitude of these costs is unclear but academic research indicates that they could be in 
the region of 8-13% of the value of exports. These costs are likely to be higher in the short term 
but would be expected to ameliorate over the medium to longer term  as firms learn and adapt 
to the new requirements.

The impact on farm incomes will depend on how non-tariff barriers translate into additional 
costs of doing business with the UK, over the next year in particular, and how those costs are 
absorbed along the value chain. It is not possible to accurately predict the effects on annual 
farm incomes. However, my Department is closely monitoring the situation in relation to farm 
incomes.

I, along with the rest of Government, stands ready to provide the necessary supports for 
impacted sectors, including through funding from the EU’s Brexit Adjustment Reserve.

13/01/2021WRXX06500Beef Exports

13/01/2021WRXX066001130. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
states to which Irish beef product is exported that stipulate a requirement for the 30-month rule; 
the dates from which this stipulation has been made in each case; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1088/21]

13/01/2021WRXX06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Beef 
exports to non-EU third country markets take place on the basis of bilaterally or EU-agreed 
veterinary health certificates (VHCs) or, alternatively, on general meat certificates.

Eight VHCs provide for full or partial 30-month age restrictions for Irish beef as required by 
the importing country at the time that the certificate was agreed. The third country markets con-
cerned and the scope of the rule are listed below:

- China;

- Iran;

- Saudi Arabia;

- Turkey;

- Qatar;

- Switzerland;
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- Egypt (applicable to bone-in beef); and  

- Singapore (applicable to bone-in beef).

My Department works continuously on expanding market access for Irish meat and meat 
products across a range of markets. Where there are stringent technical requirements attached to 
the export of meat to a third country, my Department seeks to continue negotiations with such 
countries to remove or reduce the impact of the requirement.

For example, in May 2019, the 30 month restriction for Irish beef to Japan was lifted. This 
was the culmination of a significant programme of work over an 18 month time period.

A Market Access portal on my Department’s website gives further details on the markets 
open and their technical requirements. In addition, the Market Access Report 2019-2020 pub-
lished on my Department’s website lists new markets opened and access expanded within that 
period.

13/01/2021WRXX06800Beef Exports

13/01/2021WRXX069001131. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
states to which Irish beef products are exported that stipulate a requirement for the four move-
ment rule; the dates from which this stipulation has been made in each case; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1089/21]

13/01/2021WRXX07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Beef 
exports to non-EU third country markets take place on the basis of bilaterally or EU-agreed 
veterinary health certificates (VHCs) or, alternatively, on general meat certificates. Beef exports 
to the rest of the EU do not require certification.

In relation to VHCs currently in place, no third country has specified the maximum number 
of movements of an animal in its lifetime prior to slaughter as a requirement. However, retail 
or food service customers for Irish beef exports may specify such requirements. Such specifica-
tions are entirely a commercial matter and are not conditions imposed by my Department.

A Market Access portal on my Department’s website gives further details on the markets 
open and their technical requirements. In addition, the Market Access Report 2019 - 2020 pub-
lished on my Department’s website lists new markets opened and access expanded within that 
period.

13/01/2021WRXX07100Brexit Supports

13/01/2021WRXX072001132. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of calls that have been made to his Department’s Brexit helpline for stakeholders; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1112/21]

13/01/2021WRXX073001133. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of calls that have been made to his Department’s Brexit helpline for border control 
posts at Dublin Port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1113/21]

13/01/2021WRXX074001134. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of calls that have been made to his Department’s Brexit helpline for border control 
posts at Dublin Airport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1114/21]
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13/01/2021WRXX075001135. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of calls that have been made to his Department’s Brexit helpline for border control 
posts at Rosslare Port; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1115/21]

13/01/2021WRXX07600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1132 to 1135, inclusive, together.

My Department’s dedicated Brexit call line is in operation on a 24-hour basis by phone, 
seven days a week, since Monday 28 December. Prior to then, it had been operational from 
Monday to Friday, from 8 am to 7 pm.

This was set up as an advice line for stakeholders in the agrifood sector to answer a broad 
range of Brexit-related queries. As of the close of business on Friday 8 January, staff in the Call 
Centre dealt with 83 phone queries and 75 queries by email since 28th December. Since mid-
November, the helpline had been receiving an average of 45 calls a week.

Separately, on 28 December 2020, the Department published contact details and opening 
hours for its Border Control Posts (Dublin Port, Rosslare Port, Dublin Airport).  Importers have 
been encouraged to contact those numbers directly if they have a query in relation to a spe-
cific consignment. However, the main function of these BCPs is to carry out the Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary (SPS) checks (Import controls) that apply on agrifood trade coming from third 
countries, including Great Britain.

13/01/2021WRYY00500Felling Licences

13/01/2021WRYY006001136. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of tree felling licences awaiting assessment; the number of staff working on these ap-
plications; and the number of NIS requested. [1147/21]

13/01/2021WRYY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): First-
ly, I fully recognise the impact the current forestry licensing delays are having on the sector at 
the moment. It is my immediate priority to resolve the issues which have led to this backlog 
and  to issue licences in the volume needed for this important sector to continue to contribute 
to our rural economy.

My Department receives applications and issues new licences every week and currently 
there are 3,000 felling licences with the Department for processing.  Of this total, approxi-
mately 1,000 are Coillte felling licences. Some 1,000 are private licence which require ecology 
input on which a backlog has developed. The remaining private licences are at various stages of 
processing and do not generally experience the same delays as those that require ecology input. 

Our overall approach to tackling this is subject to continuous improvement and review  with 
the aim of increasing the output of these licences on a weekly basis and there are 38 forestry 
inspectors, 16 ecologists and 11 administrative staff involved. 

By way of context, in terms of output, the total volume of  felling licences issued for 2020 
was just over 5 million cubic metres, of which just under 2m cubic metres issued since the in-
troduction of the new forestry legislation in mid-October. I am confident this positive trend will 
continue into 2021. 

In terms of Natura Impact Statements (NIS), my Department has advised  that in cases 
where a file requires Appropriate Assessment, if an applicant supplies an NIS, this will reduce 
the waiting time for a licence decision.   
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13/01/2021WRYY00800Aquaculture Licences

13/01/2021WRYY009001137. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applications for aquaculture licences on hand at present; the number of these applied 
for in each of the past ten years; the average time for processing licence applications at present; 
the steps he will take to ensure all applications are dealt with expeditiously; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1180/21]

13/01/2021WRYY01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
detailed information requested by the Deputy is not readily available in full. 

Provision of the information sought will require a comprehensive examination of my De-
partment’s records.  The information will however be forwarded to the Deputy within 14 days.

13/01/2021WRYY01100Customs and Excise

13/01/2021WRYY012001138. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the estimated full-year cost of purchasing four food detector dogs. [1208/21]

13/01/2021WRYY01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department continuously reviews its various arrangements with regards to import control 
checks, of which the use of food detector dogs is one part.  If any trained food detection dogs 
were to be purchased, the process would be subject to normal procurement rules. 

Thus, while it is not possible to give a definitive answer on cost, typically the initial costs of 
a detection dog would be of the order of €100,000 per dog - this would include the cost of the 
dog, training costs, salary costs for the handler and other ancillary costs.     

13/01/2021WRYY01400Agriculture Scheme Appeals

13/01/2021WRYY015001139. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will progress a positive response to an appeal of a decision taken by his Department in 
relation to persons (details supplied); and if a reply will be expedited. [1228/21]

13/01/2021WRYY01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that the Agriculture Appeals Office operates independently of my Depart-
ment. 

I have been advised, however, that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate 
that an appeal was received from the person named on 30th September 2020.

The Appeals Office requested the file and a statement on the grounds of appeal from my 
Department and all relevant documentation have been forwarded to the Appeals Office.            

I am advised that the appeal will shortly be assigned to an Appeals Officer for examination 
and I have been assured that the appeal will be dealt with in due course.

13/01/2021WRYY01700Felling Licences

13/01/2021WRYY018001140. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 260 of 7 October 2020, the status of the application by 
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the person (details supplied). [1230/21]

13/01/2021WRYY01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department issued a tree felling licence to the person named on 6th January, 2021.   

Felling operations may not commence for 28 days from the date the licence was issued to 
allow for any appeals to the independent Forestry Appeals Committee.

13/01/2021WRYY02000Animal Welfare

13/01/2021WRYY021001141. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
measures he is taking to combat animal abuse (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [1235/21]

13/01/2021WRYY02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I would 
like to assure the Deputy that my policy and the policy of  Government is clear and consistent - 
animal cruelty is totally unacceptable. Animal welfare is high on the agenda of my Department 
and considerable resources and funding are provided to address the issue. In December 2020, I 
announced the provision of record funding of €3.2 million to 101 animal welfare organisations 
throughout the country, many of which work with equines.  The Programme for Government 
contains an undertaking to make additional  funding available to animal welfare charities and 
urban horse welfare programmes over the coming years, to which I am fully committed. 

With respect to enforcement, since the enactment of the Animal Health and Welfare Act, 
over 100 cases have been prosecuted with a further number before the Courts.  In addition, a 
number of files are currently with the Chief State Solicitor with a view to instituting proceed-
ings.   

Regarding the urban horse issue, my Department continues to take a proactive approach 
in collaboration with Local Authorities, tackling challenges by developing facilities for urban 
horse populations and in educating young people in the care and welfare of horses.

The Deputy will be aware that my Department operates a confidential animal welfare 
helpline through which members of the public can report incidents of animal cruelty or neglect.  
If any member of the public wishes to pass on details of any case of alleged neglect or cruelty 
that they are aware of, they will be fully investigated and appropriate actions, up to and includ-
ing prosecution, may be taken. 

The dedicated e-mail address and Helpline for reporting suspected cases of animal welfare 
are:  

Helpline Phone No: Call Save - 0761 064408, phone - 01 607 2379.  

Email address: animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie 

13/01/2021WRYY02300Greyhound Industry

13/01/2021WRYY024001142. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of greyhounds that were injured and died or were killed at tracks from 1 January 2020 
to date; and the names of the greyhounds and the cause of each injury and death by greyhound 
track in tabular form. [1246/21]
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13/01/2021WRYY02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCE) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound In-
dustry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound 
industry. RCÉ is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for RCE and therefore the ques-
tion has been referred to the body for direct reply. 

13/01/2021WRYY02600Basic Payment Scheme

13/01/2021WRYY027001143. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if an appeal by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1247/21]

13/01/2021WRYY02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
person named submitted an application under the 2020 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) on 11 
April 2020.  During the processing of the application, a commonage parcel was deemed to be 
over claimed and the relevant over claim deduction was applied to the BPS advance payment 
of the person named.  

Following a review of the case, the overclaim has been removed and full payment was 
processed in the BPS balancing payment which issued to the person named in December 2020.

13/01/2021WRYY02900Basic Payment Scheme

13/01/2021WRYY030001144. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a decision has been made on a basic payment parcel appeal in respect of a farmer (details sup-
plied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1257/21]

13/01/2021WRYY03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
person named has submitted applications under the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) in which 
he declared a specific parcel as Wild Bird Cover.  However, when making his applications for 
scheme years 2016 to 2019 he did not submit a claimed area in respect of this parcel.  

The inclusion of a claimed area for such parcels is required as the applicant’s claim for pay-
ment on a parcel.  This case is currently being reviewed by my Department and a decision will 
issue to the person named shortly. 

13/01/2021WRYY03200Food Exports

13/01/2021WRYY033001145. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide a full report on exports to Canada; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1299/21]

13/01/2021WRYY03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ac-
cording to the latest full-year data from the Central Statistics Office, Irish agri-food exports to 
Canada amounted to €118m in 2019. This was an increase on the figure of €108m recorded in 
respect of 2018, and makes Canada our seventh most important non-EU destination, and sev-
enteenth overall. The key commodities exported were beverages (€77 million), dairy produce 
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(€14.7 million), pigmeat (€2.3 million) and sheepmeat (€6.7 million).

The Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between the EU and Canada, 
which has provisionally been in force since 21 September 2017, is providing further opportuni-
ties for growth in Irish agri-food exports to Canada. CETA gives the EU improved access to the 
Canadian market for important European export products, including cheese, wine and spirits, 
fruit and vegetables, and processed products.   

The beverages sector is the major driver of Irish exports. Canada is now our third most 
important destination outside Europe, and fifth overall. In 2019, Canada imported €21 million 
of Irish Whiskey and €44m of Irish Cream exports, making it the second largest export market 
for Irish Cream. In addition, the fact that Canada is one of the countries where we have market 
access for beef, sheepmeat and pigmeat provides potential for further growth into the future. 

13/01/2021WRYY03500Animal Passports

13/01/2021WRYY036001146. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the new requirements for pet passports for animals travelling between Ireland and Great Britain 
and vice versa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1301/21]

13/01/2021WRYY03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Prior 
to 1st January, pet dogs, cats and ferrets moving between Ireland and Great Britain required a 
pet passport issued by an EU Member State or EEA country. The pet also required to be micro-
chipped and vaccinated against rabies. Pet movement into an EU Member State is governed by 
the EU Pet Travel Regulation (EU Regulation 576/2013).

In December 2020, the EU listed the UK, as non-EU Member State, among Part 2 countries 
for the purpose of the Pet Travel Regulation.  This does not apply to Northern Ireland, as the 
Ireland/Northern Ireland Protocol provides that NI is treated as an EU MS for the purpose of 
pet travel.   

Part 2 listing brings extra requirements: an EU pet passport issued in Great Britain is no 
longer valid for travel into the EU.  Instead, a pet entering Ireland from Great Britain must be 
accompanied by a pet passport issued in an EU Member State, or Northern Ireland, or an EEA 
country.  If the pet does not have a passport issued by those authorities, it must be accompanied 
by a health certificate, issued by an Official Veterinarian in GB.  

Pet owners are advised to retain any Great Britain-issued EU pet passport, as it may contain 
important information about vaccinations, treatments, etc. This passport and animal health cer-
tificate should accompany the pet during travel from Great Britain to Ireland.   

Pet dogs, cats and ferrets coming from Great Britain may only enter Ireland through certain 
Travellers’ Points of Entry: Dublin Port, Dublin Airport, Rosslare Port, Port of Cork at Ringas-
kiddy, Shannon Airport and Cork Airport. Dogs travelling from, or returning from, GB to Ire-
land will require treatment against Echinococcus multilocularis (tapeworm) by a veterinarian 
24 to 120 hours (1 to 5 days) before arrival in Ireland. This treatment may be entered into a pet 
passport issued by an EU MS, NI or the EEA by a UK vet.

The rules for entry into GB with a pet dog, cat or ferret have not changed. EU pet passports 
remain valid for entry into GB. The pet must be microchipped and vaccinated against rabies. 
My Department recommends checking the UK’s official advice on the entry of pets from the EU 
before travelling to Great Britain.
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My Department has issued for the past few years guidance notices directed at both the gen-
eral public and Private Veterinary Practitioners on the changes Brexit would bring to pet travel 
between Ireland and the UK.  

13/01/2021WRYY03800Animal Welfare

13/01/2021WRYY039001147. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of cases that have been pursued by his Department under SI 681/2019 Animal Health 
and Welfare (Sale or Supply of Pet Animals) Regulations 2019 since its implementation; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1340/21]

13/01/2021WRYY04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
safety and welfare of pet animals was one of the concerns behind the introduction by my  De-
partment of regulations on the sale and supply of pet animals. These Regulations were wel-
comed by welfare organisations and put into law certain requirements for sellers and suppliers 
of pet animals, including minimum ages for sale of certain mammals; record-keeping; registra-
tion with the Department; and provision of certain information about the pet in advertisements.

The requirement to include certain information about a pet animal in an advertisement will 
assist potential pet owners in deciding the appropriate seller with whom to engage.  My Depart-
ment’s website has further guidance for potential pet owners thinking of acquiring a pet. The 
Department continues to develop its controls in respect of this legislation and is advancing its 
plans and approach to effective enforcement - no cases have been taken before the courts to 
date.  

My Department participates in the Irish Pet Advertising Advisory Group (IPAAG), a group 
formed in 2015 by a number of animal welfare organisations, veterinary professionals and clas-
sified advertising websites to address irresponsible advertising of pets online.  Officials of my 
Department have engaged and will continue to engage constructively with members of IPAAG, 
on the issue of online advertising and enforcement of the new Regulations.  IPAAG has pub-
lished practical, comprehensive advice on their website for anyone thinking of acquiring a pet, 
including what to check for in advertisements for pet animals.  

Any evidence of animal cruelty or neglect of an animal’s welfare should be brought to the 
attention of my Department by calling the animal welfare helpline on 0761064408 (Call Save) 
or 01 6072379 or by emailing animalwelfare@agriculture.gov.ie.  All such reports are followed 
up on.  

13/01/2021WRYY04100Animal Welfare

13/01/2021WRYY042001148. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to prevent the trafficking of animals and pets in and out of the country; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1341/21]

13/01/2021WRYY04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
role of my Department is to  ensure animal health and welfare.  The movement of animals, 
including pets, among EU Member States and between the EU and third countries is governed 
by EU legislation, which imposes requirements in relation to movement that vary according to 
species, type of movement and country of origin.  

In relation to the movement of dogs, requirements include vaccination against rabies, mi-
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crochipping, an EU pet passport or and EU animal health certificate, treatment against Echi-
nococcus multilocularis.  Compliance checks are carried out on departure from the country of 
origin in the case of a commercial movement of dogs, and on entry into Ireland in the case of 
pet travel.  Anyone moving a dog to another EU Member State must also be registered with my 
Department.

13/01/2021WRYY04400Ceadúnú Báid Iascaireachta Mara

13/01/2021WRYY045001149. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara cé-
ard iad na céimeanna atá i gceist aige a thógáil chun an stoc portán agus gliomach a chaomhnú 
timpeall an chósta de bharr an mhéid iascach atá a dhéanamh orthu; an bhfuil sé i gceist aige 
srian a chur ar iascach gliomach an t-am seo den bhliain amach ó na hoileáin chun an stoc a 
chaomhnú do na báid bheaga nach bhfuil in ann cur chun farraige go sabháilte an t-am seo den 
bhliain; agus an ndéanfaidh sé ráiteas ina thaobh. [1369/21]

13/01/2021WRYY04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Tá 
roinnt bearta caomhnaithe i bhfeidhm cheana féin chun stoic portáin agus gliomaigh a chosaint. 
Tá siad leagtha amach sa reachtaíocht seo a leanas:

- (Rialachán (CE) Uimh. 1415/2004 ón gComhairle): Cuireann teorainn ar an méid portán 
dearg, portán faoilinne agus stoic eile is féidir a thabhairt i dtír in Éirinn ó uiscí amach ó chósta 
na hÉireann.

- Rialachán (AE) 2019/1241: Cuirtear bearta caomhnaithe i bhfeidhm leis, lena n-áirítear 
íosmhéideanna tagartha caomhnaithe do ghliomaigh agus do phortáin faoilinne. Cuireann teo-
rainn chomh maith ar líon na gcrúb portáin dheirg is féidir a thabhairt i dtír. 

- I.R. Uimh. 236 de 2006 - Rialacháin um Portán Faoilinne (Stoic a Chaomhnú), 2006: 
Leagtar amach ann íosmhéideanna do phortáin faoilinne a bhfuil sé de chead ag báid iascai-
reachta mara na hÉireann iad a thabhairt i dtír.

- I.R Uimh. 591 de 2014 – Rialacháin um Gliomach (Stoic a Chaomhnú), 2014: Éilítear leis 
seo gach gliomach v-eangaithe nó gach gliomach loite a chur ar ais san fharraige. Cuirtear an 
beart caomhnaithe seo i bhfeidhm leis chomh maith  do ghliomaigh atá níos mó ná 127 mm.

- I.R. Uimh. 31 de 2016 - Rialacháin um Iascaireacht Neamhthráchtála le Potaí (Gliomaigh 
agus Portáin), 2016: Tugadh isteach bearta faoi na rialacháin seo chun rialú a dhéanamh ar 
iascaireacht neamhthráchtála le potaí ar ghliomaigh agus ar phortáin a dhéanann árthaí ias-
caireachta laistigh d’uiscí intíre nó farraigí teorann an Stáit, ach níl feidhm ag na bearta sin ar 
bháid iascaireachta lasmuigh de na limistéir sin nó ar bháid iascaireachta cheadúnaithe.

- I.R Uimh. 431 de 2017 – Rialacháin um Luaineachán (Stoic a Chaomhnú), 2017: Leagtar 
amach  ann íosmhéideanna luaineacháin a bhfuil sé de chead ag báid iascaireachta mara na 
hÉireann iad a thabhairt i dtír.

- I.R Uimh. 26 de 2019 – Rialacháin um Portán Dearg (Stoic a Chaomhnú), 2019: Mé-
adaítear íosmhéideanna tagartha caomhnaithe do phortáin dhearga a thugann báid iascaireachta  
Éireannacha i dtír ó uisce amach ó chósta na hÉireann.

Mholfainn d’iascairí moltaí atá acu maidir le bainistiú a dhéanamh ar stoic intíre, mar por-
tán agus gliomach, a chur faoi bhráid a bhFóraim Réigiúnaigh Iascaigh Cois Cladaigh áitiúil. 
Is féidir eolas ar bith maidir leis na Fóraim, lena n-áirítear sonraí teagmhála a fháil ar láithreán 
gréasáin tiomnaithe na bhFóram: http://inshoreforums.ie/.
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13/01/2021WRYY04700Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRYY048001150. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
criteria used to give priority to 140 fishing boats to fish in UK waters from the 1 January 2021 
over the 1,900 Irish registered fishing boats; the reason these boats were chosen; if all fishing 
boats were considered equally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1474/21]

13/01/2021WRYY049001152. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason first preference was given to priority pelagic vessels tier 1 and tier 2 and vessels in rel-
evant POs to fish in UK fishing waters given that POs only represent a minority of Irish fishing 
boats; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1476/21]

13/01/2021WRYY050001169. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
objective basis or criteria by which boats were selected for the revised list sought by the Euro-
pean Union for permission to access and fish in UK waters; the processes that were followed 
in drawing up this list; if these consultations involved bodies outside of his Department; the 
timeframe involved in this process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1559/21]

13/01/2021WRYY051001170. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
producer and other groups that were consulted when the revised list was been drawn up to be 
submitted by the EU for permission to fish in UK waters; the consideration that was given to 
boats that are not members of producer groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1560/21]

13/01/2021WRYY05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1150, 1152, 1169 and 1170 together.

Within the terms of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the EU and UK, access 
arrangements are set out in Article 8 Fish.  This Article sets out: provided that TACs have been 
agreed, each Party shall grant vessels of the other Party access to fish in its waters in the relevant 
ICES sub-areas that year.  Access shall be granted at a level and on conditions determined in 
those annual consultations.  In relation to the main access arrangements, the Agreement also 
provides that the outcome of the consultations should normally result in each Party granting:   

(a) access to fish stocks listed in the Annex to the Agreement - these are the stocks that are 
shared between the EU and UK subject to at a level that is reasonably commensurate with the 
parties respective shares of the TACs;

(b) access to fish non- quota stocks in each other’s EEZ at a level that at least equates to the 
average tonnage fished by that Party in the waters of the other Party during the period 2012-
2016; and

(c) access to waters of the Parties between 6 and 12nm in ICES divisions 4c (southern North 
Sea and 7d-g (English Channel, south - west coast of England and part of south - east coast 
of Ireland) to the extent that Union fishing vessels and UK fishing vessels had access to these 
waters on 31 December 2020.

I have asked my Department to work to ensure that fishing vessels which traditionally fished 
in UK waters will be granted such access by the UK authorities. 

While authorisation for access for all licensed and registered fishing vessels has been sought 
from the UK authorities, at this time approval has been granted to tranches of fishing vessels 
which have been identified as requiring such access.     

The UK Authorities authorised access on a staged basis initially on 31 December for 141 
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vessels which were identified, in consultation with the Producer Organisations, taking into ac-
count vessels that were most likely to fish in the first week of January.  The vessels were identi-
fied in the days before the end of the year taking into account the Department’s understanding 
of the fisheries and in consultation with the four Producer Organisations (Killybegs Fisher-
men’s Organisation,  Irish Fish Producers Organisation, Irish South & East Fish Producers 
Organisation and the Irish South & West Fish Producers Organisation).  

In relation to vessels targeting mackerel in the RSW Pelagic segment and in the Polyvalent 
segment, these were specifically identified because mackerel is fished only in UK waters at 
the start of the year.  In addition for the first tranche of 141 vessels, I understand that the POs 
identified vessels in their organisations which they were aware of as likely to fish in the start of 
the year in UK waters.  

Since the 31st December 2020, two further lists of Irish vessels have been sent to the Com-
mission to request authorisation, by the UK authorities, for these vessels to fish in the 12- 200 
nm UK EEZ based on licence holders who contacted the Department seeking such access and 
those that had fished in UK waters in 2019 or 2020 based on relevant records. A further 48 
vessels have now been authorised by the UK authorities and the Department has been advised 
by the Commission that the second list of 20  vessels has already been transmitted to the UK 
authorities and is hoping to hear shortly regarding the status of this request.  The Department is 
considering how smaller fishing vessels that do not have a Vessel Monitoring System to record 
activity maybe appropriately identified and will be consulting the National Inshore Fisheries 
Forum in that regard.

13/01/2021WRYY05300Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRYY054001151. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason the mackerel quota cannot be divided fairly to all Irish fishing boats; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1475/21]

13/01/2021WRYY05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
applicants of the Judicial Review (2017/816JR) are challenging a decision made by the Minis-
ter in July 2017 in respect of the allocation of Ireland’s total mackerel fishing quota (Ministe-
rial Decision regarding a Proposal from the Irish South & West Fish Producers Organisation 
(IS&WFPO) for a revised mackerel distribution between the Polyvalent Segment and the RSW 
Pelagic Segment). 

As this matter is sub judice, I am not in a position to comment until the matter is dealt with 
in the courts.

  Question No. 1152 answered with Question No. 1150.

13/01/2021WRYY05700Food Exports

13/01/2021WRYY058001153. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
contingency measures he has put in place in the event that the UK enters into post-Brexit trade 
agreements with non-EU partners that will allow food product that may supplant Irish produce 
to enter the UK market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1523/21]

13/01/2021WRYY05900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
key challenge here is to maximise the volume and value of Irish agri-food exports to all desti-
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nations, and to anticipate and, as best we can, mitigate the potential impact of adverse devel-
opments in trading patterns. This requires a two-handed approach comprised of support for 
our existing and potential future UK trade, as well as development of increased EU and third 
country market access. 

In the first instance, it is important to acknowledge the ongoing importance of the UK mar-
ket for Irish agri-food exporters, given that it accounted for €4.5 billion, or 34%, of all Irish 
food and drink exports in 2019. The Trade and Cooperation Agreement reached by the EU and 
the UK - which provides for zero tariffs and quotas - is a welcome development in this regard, 
and will help Irish exporters to maintain their UK market share and remain competitive against 
third country imports to the UK. The Government has also provided additional funding for 
Bord Bia’s UK market activities, which include the provision of intelligence and insights, de-
velopment of business opportunities with customers in key categories, and the strengthening of 
the reputation of Irish food and drink through consumer and trade campaigns.

My Department has also been very active in the development of third country markets, for 
example through Trade Missions - which were carried out virtually in 2020 due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic - and through the leveraging of our network of agricultural attachés world-
wide. We are also continuing to work on the opportunities provided by recent EU Free Trade 
Agreements with third countries, and to press for the removal of technical market access barri-
ers across a range of third country markets. 

We will continue to monitor the broader impact of Brexit on our agriculture and food sector 
and configure measures to support these sectors as required.    

13/01/2021WRYY06000Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRYY061001154. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
operational curtailments that will be placed on marts during the new Covid-19 restrictions; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [1524/21]

13/01/2021WRYY06200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): On 
30th December, An Taoiseach announced that the entire country would move to Level 5 restric-
tions under the Framework for Living with Covid19. 

Protecting the agri-food sector and people in rural communities is my key priority. Conse-
quently, there should be no public access to sales rings, in line with Level 5 measures. Marts 
may conduct sales using online platforms or through a tender process. Buyers are permitted to 
view animals in marts before sale, socially distanced and by prior appointment with the relevant 
mart. Marts must prevent the congregation of members of the public in the mart car park or at 
entry ways into mart buildings. My Department will continue to monitor the situation, and to 
adapt measures applied to marts in line with public health guidelines

Throughput from 22nd October to 30th November shows how well marts and farmers 
adapted to sales under Level 5 measures:  in that period cattle throughput was at 84% of the 
comparable period for 2019 (186,317 v 221,234 head), and sheep throughput was at 83% of the 
comparable period for 2019 (135,881 v 164,330 sheep).

In addition to the high throughput figures, it was reported that clearance rates were good and 
prices were robust. 

13/01/2021WRYY06300Beef Industry
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13/01/2021WRYY064001155. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
engagements at EU level to ensure that additional beef imports do not enter the Single Market, 
therefore depressing prices further post Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1525/21]

13/01/2021WRYY06500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Sub-
ject to meeting the relevant regulatory and control requirements, and where relevant, the pay-
ment of tariffs, the import or export of beef is a matter for commercial operators.  

The European Commission’s medium term outlook shows that the EU as a whole imported 
348,000 tonnes of beef in 2020 (down from 386,000 tonnes in 2019); and this figure is projected 
to grow by 0.6% annually in the period to 2030. Total beef consumption in the EU is estimated 
at 6.5 million tonnes.

My Department will continue to closely monitor the level of beef imports into the EU as an 
important factor in the overall supply balance in the EU market. 

With regard to imports from the Mercosur bloc in particular, at the Informal (virtual) meet-
ing of Agri-Fish Ministers on 16 November, I took the opportunity to again raise concerns about 
the very negative impact that the EU-Mercosur agreement could have on Ireland’s beef sector. 
Ireland’s position in relation to the impact of the Mercosur trade deal on Irish agriculture has 
been reiterated many times throughout the process, formally and informally, at political and of-
ficial levels, on our own part and in close cooperation with Member State colleagues.   

The inclusion of a significant Tariff Rate Quota for Mercosur beef in the final agreement un-
derlines these economic concerns, and there are also very serious sustainability issues, among 
others, that need to be adequately addressed. 

Following the conclusion of the headline political agreement of 28th June 2019, the Deputy 
will be aware that a whole-of-government review of the impact on Ireland was announced.  

The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, in collaboration with my Depart-
ment, commissioned Implement Consulting Group to carry out an Economic and Sustainability 
Impact Assessment for Ireland.  I expect this review to be completed shortly, and it will inform 
the Government’s position in relation to the ratification of the agreement. 

13/01/2021WRYY06600Brexit Issues

13/01/2021WRYY067001156. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if Irish 
representatives will be on the EU-UK specialised trade committees that relate to the agrifood 
sector, particularly the committee on sanitary and phytosanitary standards; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [1527/21]

13/01/2021WRYY06800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) creates a new framework for the future EU-
UK relationship that ensures quota-free and tariff-free trade between the EU and the UK. This 
is of significant importance to the Irish agri-food and fisheries sectors.

The overarching body that will monitor the agreement and ensure its effective implementa-
tion is the Partnership Council. This will be supported by a number of other committees and 
working groups, including the Trade Specialised Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures.
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The SPS Chapter of the EU-UK TCA aims to protect human, animal and plant life and 
health while facilitating trade between the Parties, amongst other objectives. This is a complex 
area of work, and the Trade Specialised Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures is 
intended to address matters that are covered under this Chapter.

The EU and UK will each be represented on this Committee, and Member States, including 
Ireland, will have the right to participate in meetings as part of the EU delegation. 

It is vital that the SPS Chapter of the Agreement works as effectively as possible to both fa-
cilitate trade and maintain the robust food safety standards which underpin Ireland and the EU’s 
agrifood export markets. The specific programme of work and schedule of meetings for these 
bodies will be determined in the period ahead. My Department will engage closely with our EU 
partners to ensure that our key interests in the sector are protected and advanced in this work.

13/01/2021WRYY06900Beef Industry

13/01/2021WRYY070001157. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine when 
he will publish the study by a company (details supplied) relating to the beef sector here; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1528/21]

13/01/2021WRYY07100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Three 
separate but related market transparency studies have been procured as agreed in the beef sec-
tor agreement of September 2019. Some delays in this work occurred as an inevitable result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. However, at the most recent Beef Taskforce meeting held on 17th 
December 2020 (virtually), the consultancy commissioned to carried out the studies updated on 
progress as follows:

- Report one; an overview of competition law as it relates to the beef sector in Ireland is 
complete and is published on the DAFM website here: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/1a060-
beef-taskforce/#grant-thornton-transparency-studies 

- Report two; an independent review of the market and customer requirements of Irish beef 
is at an advanced draft stage and the latest draft has been circulated to Taskforce members for 
comment.

- Report three; price composition along the supply chain is at an advanced stage and a draft 
will be circulated to the Taskforce for comment shortly.

All three reports will be available on my Department’s website when finalised.

13/01/2021WRZZ00200Beef Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ003001158. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
beef producer organisations currently registered; the number of farmers affiliated to each or-
ganisation; the amount of beef produced in 2020 per each organisation, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [1529/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
the beef sector, there are currently two recognised Producer Organisations (POs) under SI 49 
of 2016.  These Organisations make annual returns to my Department on their activities in line 
with regulations and relevant details are published on my Department’s website.  Commer-
cially sensitive information such as membership numbers and throughput are not published by 
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DAFM.

My Department has long been committed to assisting any new applications for recognition 
and officials are currently engaging with a number of other groups with a view to developing 
an application. Currently, in the beef sector, there is support available in the form of grant aid 
of up to €3,000 per group for advisory costs for establishment.  Opportunities for enhancement 
of support to Producer Organisations in the beef sector will be considered in the context of the 
next CAP.

13/01/2021WRZZ00500EU Directives

13/01/2021WRZZ006001159. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the transposition of the EU unfair trading practices directive; if he plans to exclude 
additional unfair trading practice directives in domestic legislation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1530/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Direc-
tive (EU) No. 2019/633 on unfair trading practices in business-to-business relationships in the 
agricultural and food supply chain (UTP Directive) must be transposed into Irish law by 1st 
May 2021. This can be done by way of a Statutory Instrument, but any measures that extend 
beyond the minimum harmonisation requirements of the UTP Directive will require primary 
legislation.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to:  

Ensure fairness, equity, and transparency in the food chain by establishing a new authority 
called the National Food Ombudsman (NFO) to enforce the Unfair Trading Practices Directive. 
This new authority will enforce EU-wide rules on prohibited unfair trading practices in the 
food supply chain and will have powers to enforce this Directive, penalising those who breach 
regulations. The NFO will have a specific role in analysing and reporting on price and market 
data in Ireland. 

My officials are currently drafting a proposal for a Statutory Instrument to directly trans-
pose the UTP Directive as it stands.  In addition, the legal requirements for the establishment 
of a new Office of a Food Ombudsman or equivalent are also being considered, including the 
requirement for primary legislation in order to give that Office additional powers beyond those 
in the UTP Directive.

This new office will be an important step in our commitment to bringing transparency to our 
food sector.

13/01/2021WRZZ00800Beef Imports

13/01/2021WRZZ009001160. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of beef that was imported into Ireland for processing in each of the years from 2015 to 
2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1531/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
table shows the total beef imports (including offals) in volume terms for the period requested. 
The trade stats produced by the CSO provides a breakdown of certain cut types, but it is not 
possible to determine which product goes to processing from the data available. 
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Source: CSO

Beef Imports (Tonnes)

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Jan - Sep - 2020

27,745 30,841 28,180 34,437 30,213 20,787

13/01/2021WRZZ01100Live Exports

13/01/2021WRZZ012001161. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of live cattle exports from Ireland in each of the years from 2015 to 2020, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1532/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ013001162. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of live cattle exports from Ireland to each destination country in 2020, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1533/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1161 and 1162 together.

 The data requested by the Deputy is set out in the following tables.

Year Number of live cattle exported from Ireland
2015 182,482
2016 145,570
2017 188,874
2018 246,629
2019 301,563
*2020 265,649  
* Please note the 2020 figures are not yet finalised and may be subject to change

Source: AIM Division, DAFM

  * Country   * Cumulative Total from 1 Jan 2020 to 31 Dec 2020 
ALGERIA 1,088
BELGIUM 4,229
BULGARIA 140
CZECH REPUBLIC 1,311
ENGLAND 3,558
FRANCE 3,184
GREECE 2,651
HUNGARY 205
ITALY 21,834
KAZAKHSTAN 1,530
KOSOVO (SERBIA) 266
LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 13,009
MOROCCO 61
NETHERLANDS 48,864
NORTHERN IRELAND 64,214
POLAND 3,132
PORTUGAL 35
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  * Country   * Cumulative Total from 1 Jan 2020 to 31 Dec 2020 
ROMANIA 245
SCOTLAND 1,406
SPAIN 81,276
TUNISIA 164
TURKEY 11,827
WALES 1,420
OVERALL TOTAL 265,649

* Please note the 2020 figures are not yet finalised and may be subject to change

Source: AIM Division, DAFM

13/01/2021WRZZ01600Beef Exports

13/01/2021WRZZ017001163. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount of Irish beef exported to China in each of the years from 2015 to 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1534/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
table shows beef tonnage exported to China annually for the years 2015 to 2019 inclusive and 
for the first ten months of 2020. It is split into two categories, as market access to the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region is subject to a separate agreement and predates that to the 
rest of China. Ireland gained access to the Chinese beef market in 2018.

Beef Exports to the People’s Republic of China: 2015 - Oct. 2020 (Tonnes)

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Jan-Oct 2020

Hong Kong 9,952 16,035 25,543 19,416 17,343 13,362

China 3,746 149 0 1,209 8,186 5,002

Total 13,698 16,184 25,543 20,625 25,529 18,464

Source: Central Statistics Office

The Deputy will note an anomaly in the figures above in that some exports have been incor-
rectly assigned to China in 2015 and 2016, before beef access was agreed. Where such anoma-
lies are identified in the statistical data, my Department will liaise with the Central Statistics 
Office to highlight and amend the information as required.

The full CSO trade stats for 2020 will not be available until mid-February 2021.

13/01/2021WRZZ01900Beef Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ020001164. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the difficulty beef farmers currently face in securing peat for cattle 
bedding; his efforts to resolve this difficulty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1535/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): While 
peat is used for a range of purposes in the agricultural and horticultural sectors, my Department 
is not involved in the regulation of it’s extraction. This is a planning process under the remit 
of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage and an Integrated Pollution 
Control (IPC) license process, under the remit of the Department of Communications, Climate 
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Action and Environment.  

Specifically, in relation to livestock bedding materials, I understand that while straw vol-
umes harvested in 2020 were lower than in some years, there was, nonetheless, a significant 
carryover of material from harvest 2019. There is currently no indication of a shortage of straw 
for bedding. 

I am of course aware that some livestock farmers often use composite bedding materials that 
incorporated peat. However, sustainable alternatives to peat such as sawdust are increasingly 
being used.

13/01/2021WRZZ02200Afforestation Programme

13/01/2021WRZZ023001165. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of hectares nationwide that were newly planted for afforestation in each of the years 
from 2001 to 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1536/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ024001166. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of trees that were planted for afforestation and the number therein of native broadleaf 
trees in each of the years from 2001 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1537/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1165 and 1166 together.

My Department publishes forestry statistics on its website, which include the hectares plant-
ed and whether they were broadleaf or conifers.  My Department does not publish information 
on the number of trees planted.  However, at establishment, the stocking density is normally 
2,500 trees per hectare for conifers and 3,300 trees per hectare for broadleaves.  

The data the Deputy seeks in included at the following link:

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq1165-1166_en.xlsx”>Forestry Statistics</a>]

13/01/2021WRZZ02700Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme

13/01/2021WRZZ028001167. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to increase the investment ceilings for the TAMS pig and poultry scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1539/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ02900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Pig and Poultry Investment Scheme (PPIS) is one of the suite of seven measures available 
under TAMS II. The full indicative allocation for all TAMS II measures over the course of the 
Rural Development Programme is €395 million. To date, €264 million has been paid across all 
the available schemes. A further €130m has been committed to scheme participants which they 
have yet to draw down. Payments under the PPIS now exceed €1.53m.

The formal European Commission approval to an amendment to the Rural Development 
Programme to increase the investment ceiling for the PPIS from the current investment ceiling 
of €80,000 to €200,000 was requested and approved. The estimated cost of implementing this 
increase is €12m. 
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A final decision on if and when to proceed with the implementation of this amendment has 
not yet been made. The issue will need to be further considered in light of the available budget 
as the CAP transitional regulations that will provide the legal basis for the transitional period 
post-2020 are now finalised.

13/01/2021WRZZ03000Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ031001168. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
details of the Brexit fishing deal; the amount of quota that has been forfeited by each of the 
remaining EU members as part of the deal in absolute terms and as a proportion of their total 
EU fishing quota; the impact this will have on the Irish fishing industry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1558/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): This 
week, my Department has published a Preliminary Analysis of Transfers of Quota Shares under 
the EU/UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement from Ireland/EU to the UK on the gov.ie website 
which details the level of quota transfers for Ireland across the different stocks. 

This includes the estimated quota transfer relative to total quota for other Member States. 
The Deputy will see from this document that reductions in the Annexes to the Agreement are 
graduated over the 5.5 year period of reciprocal access, but the largest part of the reduction for 
Ireland, 60%, is between 2020 and 2021.

  Questions Nos. 1169 and 1170 answered with Question No. 1150.

13/01/2021WRZZ03500Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ036001171. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
compensation will be given to boats that traditionally fished in UK waters and have not been 
given this permission since 1 January 2021, in view of the serious loss of income; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [1561/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): With-
in the terms of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the EU and UK, access arrange-
ments are set out in Article 8 - Fish.  This Article sets out: provided that TACs have been agreed, 
each Party shall grant vessels of the other Party access to fish in its waters in the relevant ICES 
sub-areas that year.  Access shall be granted at a level and on conditions determined in those 
annual consultations.  In relation to the main access arrangements, the Agreement also provides 
that the outcome of the consultations should normally result in each Party granting:

(a) access to fish stocks listed in the Annex to the Agreement - these are the stocks that are 
shared between the EU and UK subject to at a level that is reasonably commensurate with the 
parties respective shares of the TACs;

(b) access to fish non- quota stocks in each others EEZ’s at a level that at least equates to 
the average tonnage fished by that Party in the waters of the other Party during the period 2012-
2016; and

(c) access to waters of the Parties between 6 and 12nm in ICES divisions 4c (southern North 
Sea and 7d-g (English Channel, south - west coast of England and part of south - east coast 
of Ireland) to the extent that Union fishing vessels and UK fishing vessels had access to these 
waters on 31 December 2020.
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I have asked my Department to work to ensure that fishing vessels which traditionally fished 
in UK waters will be granted such access and on this basis vessel operators will not be disad-
vantaged. 

While authorisation for access for all licensed and registered fishing vessels has been sought 
from the UK authorities, at this time approval has been granted to tranches of fishing vessels 
which have been identified as requiring such access.     

The UK Authorities authorised access on a staged basis initially on 31 December for 141 
vessels which were identified, in consultation with the Producer Organisations, taking into ac-
count vessels that were most likely to fish in the first week of January. 

Since the 31st December 2020, two further lists of Irish vessels have been sent to the Com-
mission to request authorisation, by the UK authorities, for these vessels to fish in the 12- 200 
nm UK EEZ based on licence holders who contacted the Department seeking such access and 
those that had fished in UK waters in 2019 or 2020 based on relevant records. A further 48 
vessels have now been authorised by the UK authorities and the Department has been advised 
by the Commission that the second list of 20 vessels has already been transmitted to the UK 
authorities and is hoping to hear shortly regarding the status of this request.  The Department is 
considering how smaller fishing vessels that do not have a Vessel Monitoring System to record 
activity may be appropriately identified and will be consulting the National Inshore Fisheries 
Forum in that regard.

13/01/2021WRZZ03800Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ039001172. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide the percentage of EU fishing waters that were made up of Irish fishing waters 
around our coast prior to 1 January 2021, in tabular form; the percentage of EU fishing waters 
that are now, after Brexit, made up of Irish fishing waters around our coast; the effect this will 
have on our fishing industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1562/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ire-
land’s percentage of the EU EEZ (excluding overseas territories) prior to the 1 January 2021 
was 10%. It has now increased to 12%.  

As the Deputy will be aware, Fisheries was one of the most difficult areas of the negotia-
tions.  Under the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement, EU fishing vessels will continue 
to have the current level of access to UK waters at least until 2026.

13/01/2021WRZZ04100Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ042001173. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will provide the percentage of the EU catch of fish allocated to Ireland by way of quota or 
otherwise in 2020, in tabular form; the percentage that will now be available to Ireland in 2021, 
after Brexit; the estimated volume and value in each case; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1563/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement will, unfortunately, have a negative impact on our 
fishing industry.  However, this impact would have been far greater had the Barnier Task Force 
agreed to UK demands or had we been in a no-deal scenario which would have seen all EU ves-
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sels barred from UK waters and subsequent displacement into Ireland’s fishing zone. 

This week, I published a Preliminary Analysis of Transfers of Quota Shares from Ireland 
/ EU to the UK under the EU/UK  Trade and Cooperation Agreement  on the gov.ie website 
which details the level of quota transfers for Ireland across the different stocks. This compares 
the quota shares allocated to Ireland in 2020 and the corresponding new quota shares for 2021-
2016. The Deputy will see from this document that reductions in the Annexes to the Agreement 
are graduated over the 5.5 year period of reciprocal access, but the largest part of the reduction, 
60%, is between 2020 and 2021.

13/01/2021WRZZ04400Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ045001174. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will seek an immediate review of the EU Common Fisheries Policy, post Brexit, to better reflect 
the percentage of each remaining member states contribution to the EU fishing waters and to 
address the historic wrong done to Ireland in the Common Fisheries Policy to date, particularly 
as an island nation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1564/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ire-
land’s goals for sustainable fisheries are supported through the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). 
The CFP provides the framework for the long term conservation and sustainability of fish stocks 
and is designed to ensure the long term sustainability of fishing in Ireland and throughout EU 
waters. The CFP utilises the best scientific advice as a key determinant in setting annual fishing 
quotas.

The CFP is reviewed every 10 years and the next review is scheduled to be completed by 31 
December 2022 when the European Commission will report to the European Parliament and the 
Council on the functioning of the CFP.  The EU Commission has advised that it intends to com-
mence the Common Fisheries Policy review process following clarity on the future relationship 
between the EU and the UK.  The review is expected to be detailed and comprehensive.  At 
EU level, it is expected that all stakeholders will have an opportunity to engage actively in the 
review work including the fishing industry, eNGOs and Member States.   

The share allocation of stocks between Member States was established as a principle of the 
first CFP in 1983 and was based on the average catch of each Member State over a period of 
reference years (track record).  The only exception to this relates to the Hague Preferences, on 
the basis of a special recognition agreement of the underdeveloped nature of the Irish fleet and 
the heavy control responsibility on us when Ireland joined the EU. The Hague Preferences give 
Ireland an increased share of traditional stocks (cod, whiting, haddock, sole and plaice) when 
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) levels reduce below a specified level.

Any change to the existing system of quota allocations would require a majority of Member 
States to agree under the qualified majority voting system. This would require other Member 
States to give up existing quota shares. Any change to relative stability would involve a loss 
for some other  Member States and therefore poses particular challenges in a qualified majority 
voting context.

I will consider how Ireland will prepare for and participate actively and effectively in the 
upcoming review of the CFP, including the interaction with stakeholders, to prepare Ireland’s 
case and identify priorities.  I have previously stated that I am committed to doing all possible 
through the review of the CFP to secure additional quota where possible for Irish fishers.  The 
Programme for Government sets down an ambitious programme of actions that promote a sus-
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tainable seafood industry and we are committed to working to continue to build on the progress 
that has been made to secure a sustainable future for our fishing industry and the coastal com-
munities which depend upon it. 

13/01/2021WRZZ04700Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ048001175. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if, 
in view of the changes brought about by Brexit, he plans designating extra ports for landing fish 
from boats registered outside the EU to facilitate boats owned by Irish fishermen, North and 
South, but registered in Northern Ireland land at ports other than Killybegs and Castletownbere, 
which are the only ports designated for this purpose at this point in time; if he has considered 
the risk of not having extra ports designated in the context of smaller boats having to steam 
numerous hours at sea to land at a designated port; the analysis that has been done on the pos-
sible carbon footprint saving on designating extra ports; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1565/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ04900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As the 
Deputy will be aware, from 1 January 2021, the United Kingdom has become a Third Country 
and therefore subject to Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU) legislation and North East 
Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) requirements.  Castletownbere and Killybegs are cur-
rently the Irish ports designated for Third Country landings of fish for both IUU and NEAFC 
purposes which includes NI/ UK vessels.  UK fishing vessels, including Northern Ireland ves-
sels, have had a pattern of landings into many Irish ports prior to the UK leaving the EU.

Up until the conclusion of an agreement on the future relationship between the EU and the 
UK on Christmas Eve, it remained unclear whether NI vessels that had access to Irish waters 
would continue to have access rights given that, in a no-Deal scenario, access of UK vessels to 
EU waters and EU vessels to UK waters would not be possible.   

There are significant practical and cost implications for the State in the designation of EU 
ports for Third Country landings because under EU Regulations such designations represent 
an entry point to the European Union following which food is free to circulate within the full 
EU common market.  On this basis for any ports designated, Ireland is obliged to ensure that it 
has in place a meaningful control presence.  I have requested the SFPA to review the costs and 
resource demands arising in the event of further designations.

13/01/2021WRZZ05000Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ051001176. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
boats registered in Northern Ireland are categorised as non-EU boats in relation to the require-
ment for non-EU boats to land fish at designated ports; if he will outline his reply in the context 
of the Good Friday Agreement and Northern Ireland protocol in terms of citizenship rights of 
persons living on this island; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1566/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): UK, 
including Northern Ireland, registered fishing vessels are now considered Third Country vessels 
under EU law for the purposes of EU regulations to combat illegal fishing, known as Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU), regulations and North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission 
(NEAFC) requirements. As an EU Member State, Ireland must uphold its obligations under the 
IUU regulations and NEAFC, including in respect of Third Country vessels. 
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Under IUU regulations, third country vessels must land in ports specifically designated for 
IUU checks. In Ireland, there are currently two designated ports - these are Killybegs and Cas-
tletownbere. These ports have also been designated under NEAFC requirements.  This means 
that Northern Ireland-registered fishing vessels must land their vessels at one of these ports. 
Under the terms of the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, fish landed by Northern Ireland-
registered vessels do not need to undergo SPS checks.

UK fishing vessels, including Northern Ireland vessels, have had a pattern of landings into 
many Irish ports prior to the UK leaving the EU.  There are significant practical and cost impli-
cations for the State in the designation of EU ports for Third Country landings because under 
EU Regulations such designations represent an entry point to the European Union following 
which food is free to circulate within the full EU common market.  On this basis for any ports 
designated, Ireland is obliged to ensure that it has in place a meaningful control presence.  I 
have requested the SFPA to review the costs and resource demands arising in the event of fur-
ther designations. 

With regard to the Good Friday Agreement, which is explicitly recognised in the Protocol, 
the Deputy will be aware that the citizenship and identity provisions of this Agreement include 
an explicit right of the people of Northern Ireland to identify themselves, and be accepted, as 
Irish or British, or both. However, these provisions do not affect how Northern Ireland-regis-
tered fishing vessels are treated under EU law. 

The Government remains committed to ensuring that the citizenship and identity provisions 
of the Good Friday Agreement are upheld in all relevant areas, as they relate to the people of 
Northern Ireland.

13/01/2021WRZZ05300Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ054001177. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of registered boats in the Irish fishing register; the number of these also registered with 
a producer group; the method by which consultation is carried out with boat owners not regis-
tered with a producer group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1567/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ05500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Registrar General of Fishing Boats informs me that the Irish fishing fleet comprised 1,998 reg-
istered vessels at year end on 31 December 2020. 

The Department would not be aware of the number of vessel owners who are members of a 
Producer Organisation. 

Consultation with Industry in respect of the management of Ireland’s fishing quotas is car-
ried out via the Quota Management Advisory Committee. The Quota Management Advisory 
Committee (QMAC) is a formal consultative committee, involving fishing industry representa-
tives from the catching and processing sectors, which exists at the discretion of the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The Committee is currently composed of: 

- One representative from each of the 4 Producer Organisations:

- One representative from the Irish Fish Processors and Exporters Association; 

- One representative from the National Inshore Fisheries Forum; 

- One representative from the Co-Operative group. 
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- Representatives from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (including a 
Departmental official acting as Chairperson); 

- Representatives from the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority to provide data on quota up-
take; 

The QMAC currently meets on a monthly basis. The purpose of these meetings is to make 
recommendations to the Minister on monthly/bimonthly/quarterly regimes for particular stocks 
and, as far as possible, the Minister follows their recommendations for regimes for particular 
stocks, subject to the proper management and rational exploitation of our fisheries. 

Additional meetings are organised as required to discuss specific issues in particular fisher-
ies that may arise.  In addition, the Department regularly consult the Committee on ongoing 
issues, by email, throughout the year. 

In recognition of the fact that many smaller vessels were not members of producer organisa-
tions, in

2014, the Inshore Fisheries Forum initiative was established to provide a platform for en-
gagement with those primarily involved in the inshore fisheries sector.  As Minister, I meet with 
the National Inshore Fisheries Forum, which represents a wider network of 6 Regional Inshore 
Fisheries Forum.

13/01/2021WRZZ05600Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ057001178. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of boats recommended by his Department for permission to fish for prawns in 
the revised list sought by the EU for this purpose, by port of origin; the total number of Irish 
registered boats that traditionally fished for prawns in UK waters, broken down on the same 
basis; the method by which they were selected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[1568/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ05800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): With-
in the terms of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the EU and UK, access arrange-
ments are set out in Article 8.  This Article sets out: provided that TACs have been agreed, each 
Party shall grant vessels of the other Party access to fish in its waters in the relevant ICES sub-
areas that year.  Access shall be granted at a level and on conditions determined in those annual 
consultations.  In relation to the main access arrangements, the Agreement also provides that 
the outcome of the consultations should normally result in each Party granting:

(a) access to fish stocks listed in the Annex to the Agreement - these are the stocks that are 
shared between the EU and UK subject to at a level that is reasonably commensurate with the 
parties respective shares of the TACs;

(b) access to fish non- quota stocks in each others EEZ’s at a level that at least equates to 
the average tonnage fished by that Party in the waters of the other Party during the period 2012-
2016; and

(c) access to waters of the Parties between 6 and 12nm in ICES divisions 4c (southern North 
Sea and 7d-g (English Channel, south-west coast of England and part of south - east coast of 
Ireland) to the extent that Union fishing vessels and UK fishing vessels had access to these wa-
ters on 31 December 2020.
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I have asked my Department to work to ensure that fishing vessels which traditionally fished 
in UK waters will be granted such access by the UK authorities. 

While authorisation for access for all licensed and registered fishing vessels has been sought 
from the UK authorities, at this time approval has been granted to tranches of fishing vessels 
which have been identified as requiring such access.     

The UK Authorities authorised access on a staged basis initially on 31 December for 141 
vessels which were identified, in consultation with the Producer Organisations, taking into ac-
count vessels that were most likely to fish in the first week of January.  The vessels were identi-
fied in the days before the end of the year taking into account the Department’s understanding 
of the fisheries and in consultation with the four Producer Organisations (Killybegs Fishermen’s 
Organisation, Irish Fish Producers Organisation, Irish South & East Fish Producers Organisa-
tion and the Irish South & West Fish Producers Organisation).  

In relation to vessels targeting mackerel in the RSW Pelagic segment and in the Polyvalent 
segment, these were specifically identified because mackerel is fished only in UK waters at 
the start of the year.  In addition for the first tranche of 141 vessels, I understand that the POs 
identified vessels in their organisations which they were aware of as likely to fish in the start of 
the year in UK waters.  

A breakdown of the 141 vessels by Port of Registration as registered under the Merchant 
Shipping Acts 1894 to 2005 by the Department of Transport is provided in the following table 
(not within parentheses).

Furthermore, all vessels in the polyvalent segment may fish for a demersal quota stock and 
for any pelagic stock for which an authorisation for the fishery has been issued. There are 118 
polyvalent vessels included in the list of 141 vessels. All of these 118 vessels can, therefore, fish 
for prawns under a catch limit set by the Minister. A breakdown of the 118 polyvalent vessels 
by Port of Registration as registered under the Merchant Shipping Acts 1894 to 2005 by the 
Department of Transport is provided in the table within parentheses.

Port of Registration - Name Number
Cork 8 (8)
Dublin 11 (4)
Drogheda 28 (28)
Galway 9 (6)
Skibbereen 33 (31)
Sligo 20 (9)
Tralee 4 (4)
Waterford 4 (4)
Wexford 24 (24)
The Department has requested from the SFPA a list of vessels showing activity consistent 

with fishing in the UK EFZ in calendar years 2019 and 2020. The response from the SFPA in-
dicates of the order of 149 polyvalent vessels had activity consistent with fishing in UK EFZ 
in calendar years 2019 or 2020. All vessels in the polyvalent segment may fish for a demersal 
quota stock and for any pelagic stock for which an authorisation for the fishery has been issued. 
All of these 149 vessels could, therefore, have fished for prawns under a catch limit set by the 
Minister in 2019 or 2020. The SFPA has indicated there are other vessels that require further 
investigation that may be added at a later date. A breakdown of these 149 polyvalent vessels 
by Port of Registration as registered under the Merchant Shipping Acts 1894 to 2005 by the 
Department of Transport is provided in the following table.
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Port of Registration - Name Number
Cork 7
Dublin 8
Drogheda 32
Galway 11
Skibbereen 36
Sligo 18
Tralee 4
Waterford 7
Wexford 26
Since the 31st December 2020, two further lists of Irish vessels have been sent to the Com-

mission to request authorisation, by the UK authorities, for these vessels to fish in the 12- 200 
nm UK EEZ based on licence holders who contacted the Department seeking such access and 
those that had fished in UK waters in 2019 or 2020 based on relevant records.  The list of vessels 
should ensure that vessels which fished for nephrops in UK waters have already been granted 
an authorisation or are included in the list for an authorisation submitted to the UK authorities, 
other than small vessels which are currently under consideration.

A further 48 vessels have now been authorised by the UK authorities and the Department 
has been advised by the Commission that the second list of 20 vessels has already been trans-
mitted to the UK authorities and is hoping to hear shortly regarding the status of this request.  
The Department is considering how smaller fishing vessels that do not have a Vessel Monitor-
ing System to record activity maybe appropriately identified and will be consulting the National 
Inshore Fisheries Forum in that regard.

13/01/2021WRZZ05900Fishing Industry

13/01/2021WRZZ060001179. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
Brexit has brought about changes in the Voisinage fishing arrangement that existed up to now 
between Ireland and Northern Ireland; the details of these changes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [1569/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ06100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
European Commission’s UK Task Force has advised that under the EU/UK Trade and Corpo-
ration Agreement the Voisinage arrangement, which allows Irish registered vessels access to 
0-6nm zone in Northern Ireland and for NI vessels to fish in IRL 0-6nm zone, is valid. 

The European Commission has further advised that because of the third country status of the 
UK (and NI), fishing in the Irish 0-6nm zone is now covered by the Sustainable Management 
of External Fishing Fleets Regulation (Regulation 2017/2403) and therefore NI vessels need to 
obtain an authorization in accordance with Article 34 of the SMEFF Regulation.  

A response from the UK authorities is awaited in relation to the practical arrangements for 
Irish vessels to fish under the Voisinage arrangement and, in particular, if a UK authorisation is 
required.

13/01/2021WRZZ06200GLAS Issues
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13/01/2021WRZZ063001180. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of an appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1606/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ06400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
above named applied successfully for GLAS II with a contract commencement date of 1 Janu-
ary 2016. The case was subsequently selected for an inspection.  On foot of this inspection, the 
contract was rejected. 

The decision made in this case has been appealed to the Agriculture Appeals Office. The 
Department’s statement and the documentation requested has been sent to the Agriculture Ap-
peals Office as required. A decision on the case will issue from that office, in writing, when the 
appeal has been considered.

13/01/2021WRZZ06500GLAS Issues

13/01/2021WRZZ066001181. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [1693/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ06700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that the Agriculture Appeals Office operates independently of my Depart-
ment. 

I have been advised, however, that the records of the Agriculture Appeals Office indicate 
that a request for a review of an Appeals Officer’s decision was received in the Appeals Office 
from the person named in February 2020.

The review of the Appeals Officer’s decision, which legally may only be undertaken by the 
Director of Agriculture Appeals, will establish if the Appeals Officer made an error of fact or 
law in that decision. Requests for reviews are generally dealt with in order of receipt. There are 
currently a number of requests for reviews that were received prior to the request concerned.

At the moment, it is not possible to give a precise timeframe for completion of the review 
but I am advised that every effort is being made to finalise the case as soon as possible.

13/01/2021WRZZ06800Beef Imports

13/01/2021WRZZ069001182. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
tonnage of beef imported from EU member states per month in 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [1723/21]

13/01/2021WRZZ07000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): A 
monthly breakdown of beef imports from EU member states by weight and value (Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) data) is currently being compiled and will be sent to the Deputy’s office 
when available. 

In the interim, according to the most up to date CSO data available, imports of beef to Ire-
land from other EU member states (including GB & NI) during the period of January to October 
2020 were 24,103 tonnes or €106 million in value.  In the same period, Ireland exported almost 
500 million tonnes of beef valued at €1.876 billion. 
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The full CSO trade stats for 2020 will not be available until mid-February 2021.

13/01/2021WRAAA00200Departmental Correspondence

13/01/2021WRAAA003001183. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
when a reply will be issued to a person (details supplied) who has been in contact with the 
records branch of his Department for information on a right of way which is needed for the 
purchase of property; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1736/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I can 
advise the Deputy that the person named made contact with the Records Branch in my Depart-
ment via email on 24th September 2020.  A response was sent to the person named, acknowl-
edging receipt of his query. 

On 11th November 2020, a further email was issued, advising him that the relevant docu-
ments had been located and copied.  This correspondence also contained a bill for €60.  No 
further correspondence has been received from the person named to date.  

I would advise that the individual should make contact directly and respond appropriately 
to the latest correspondence from the Records Branch.

13/01/2021WRAAA00500Animal Welfare

13/01/2021WRAAA006001184. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the funding awarded to animal welfare charities in 2020, by county, name and amount of fund-
ing in tabular form; if further tranches of funding will be made available considering the major 
decline in fundraising due to the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [1760/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I 
would like to assure the Deputy that animal welfare is a high priority for my Department and 
considerable resources and funding are provided to address the issue. The Programme for Gov-
ernment  contains an undertaking to provide additional funding to support animal welfare in the 
coming years to which I am fully committed. 

In this regard, in December 2020, I announced record funding of €3.2 million to 101 animal 
welfare organisations throughout the country (see attached list) to assist them in their valu-
able work and to help offset some of the difficulties created by the Covid-19 pandemic.  This 
represented a significant  increase in the funding provided in 2019 which amounted to €2.906 
million.

My Department’s scheme for support to animal welfare charities in 2022 will be advertised 
later this year and applications from eligible organisations will be welcomed.  The following 
link contains information on the awards made by the Department.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq1184_en.xlsx”>Animal Welfare Awards</a>]

13/01/2021WRAAA00800Covid-19 Pandemic
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13/01/2021WRAAA009001185. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the details for his Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifically Covid-
19-related work, services or advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1788/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I 
wish to advise the Deputy that my Department has been able to maintain all its usual services 
throughout the pandemic without the need to outsource such work.

13/01/2021WRAAA01100Beef Exports

13/01/2021WRAAA012001186. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of beef carcasses under 30 months that have been exported worldwide in each 
of the years 2018 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [1806/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Trade 
data from the CSO shows the volume and value of all beef exported for 2018, 2019 and Janu-
ary to October 2020. The full CSO trade stats for 2020 will not be available until mid-February 
2021.

This data is not broken down by age at slaughter. The data does not relate directly to indi-
vidual carcasses, rather it is categorised by CN code which reflects products as exported.  It 
is not possible to correlate the volume of meat exported to individual carcasses from the data 
available.   

However, it should be noted that 71% of the approximately 1.3 million beef breed bovines 
slaughtered annually in both 2018 and 2019 were 30 months or less. This data and related data 
on slaughter patterns is contained in this Department’s Animal Identification and Movement 
(AIM) annual reports which are available on my Department’s website. 

In the region of 90% of Irish beef is exported each year.

 Jan-Dec 2018  Jan-Dec 2019  Jan-Oct 2020  

 Exports  Exports  Exports  

 €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes €000 Tonnes

Beef          2,434,586          534,542          2,348,872          528,379          1,865,606          421,908 

13/01/2021WRAAA01400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRAAA015001187. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of the Covid-19 stability scheme funding that went to disability organisations. 
[44999/20]

13/01/2021WRAAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Community and Voluntary Sector Covid-19 Stability Fund was intended to 
be a targeted once-off cash injection for organisations and groups currently delivering critical 
front-line services to the most at need in our society and in danger of imminent closure due to 
lost fund-raised or traded income as a direct result of restrictions to counter the spread of CO-
VID-19. The criteria of the scheme stated that any grants awarded would be dependent on the 
need identified and organisations approved for funding were prioritised on that basis.

Eligible organisations were required to demonstrate the delivery of critical front line ser-
vices to the most vulnerable in their communities to meet the criteria of the Stability Fund. To 
date funding of €5,746,221 has been allocated from the Stability Fund to 51 organisations that 
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indicated that they were disability services providers.

This funding is now supporting the delivery of many critical front line services in every part 
of the country. The fund is now closed to new applications, however a small number of appeals 
await final decision. Outcomes will be communicated to these organisations individually.

A list of the 51 successful disability services organisations is provided in the attached and a 
full list of all successful applicants to the Stability Fund is available on my Department’s web-
site at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/3957e-covid-19-stability-fund-successful-applicants/

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-01-13_pq1187_en.pdf  “>Disability Services Information</a>]

13/01/2021WRAAA01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

13/01/2021WRAAA018001188. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the supports available to community organisations to support them through the Covid-19 crisis; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1065/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA01900Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): I am aware of the challenges faced by many community organisations at this 
time and my Department has put a range of initiatives in place that provides supports to the 
community sector during the COVID-19 crisis. 

My Department currently supports over 420 community organisations under the Commu-
nity Services Programme (CSP)   to provide local services through a social enterprise mod-
el.  In response to the difficulties being experienced by organisations due to COVID-19, my 
Department developed a CSP Support Fund during 2020 totalling €4.75m which assists all CSP 
supported organisations to continue to retain their CSP supported employees on their payroll 
and also provides assistance for the Employers PRSI contribution, during this crisis period up 
to April 2021.

The 2020 Community Enhancement Programme (CEP)    was launched in June 2020 with 
funding of €2m and provides small capital grants to community organisations.  Separately, with 
funding from the July stimulus package, my Department launched a €5m fund under the CEP 
for repairs or upgrades to community centres and community buildings.  While it is now closed 
for 2020, it is hoped to run the CEP again in 2021. 

More recently my Department launched a €1.7m COVID-19 Emergency Fund  , which local 
community and voluntary groups can apply for by contacting the Local Community Develop-
ment Committee in their area.  This follows on from a previous €2.5m round of this fund.  

In 2020, my Department launched the €45m COVID 19 Stability Fund   for organisations 
in the Community and Voluntary Sector, Charities and Social Enterprises. Funding of €44m has 
been approved to just under 600 organisations to date and the payment processes for this fund-
ing remain ongoing. The Stability Fund is now closed for further applications.

The Rural Development Investment Programme   is being tailored to address the emerging 
challenges associated with COVID-19.  This includes schemes such as the Town and Village 
Renewal Scheme through which Local Authorities were provided with grant funding for inter-
ventions that helped local communities respond to the challenges associated with COVID-19 
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and to help support the economic and social recovery of our rural towns and villages. The 2020 
Town and Village Scheme has now closed. However, details of the 2021 Scheme will be circu-
lated to all Local Authorities when it is launched later this year. 

My Department will continue to work with relevant stakeholders, including the Community 
and Voluntary sector,  Local Authorities and Local Development Companies, to support com-
munity organisations across the country as they deal with the ongoing and emerging challenges 
presented by COVID-19.   I would encourage all groups to engage with their Local Authority 
and Local Development Company so that they are aware of funding opportunities as they be-
come available. 

Information on all funding available through my Department can be found on my Depart-
ment’s website.

13/01/2021WRAAA02000Animal Welfare

13/01/2021WRAAA021001189. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of dog attacks on sheep flocks by county in 2020; the number of sheep attacked by 
county in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1087/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA02200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Each 
year my Department publishes annual statistics on gov.ie in respect of a range of dog control 
responsibilities of local authorities.  Information up to and including 2019 is available at the 
following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/879d4c-dog-control-statistics/

The number of livestock worrying incidents reported to the local authorities in 2019 was 
also collated and published for the first time in 2020.  253   livestock worrying incidents were 
reported to local authorities in 2019.  This data is displayed by county on page 11 of the 2019 
Dog Control Statistics.

Information relating to the number of sheep attacked is not available in my Department.

The 2020 dog control statistics will be collated and published later this year.

13/01/2021WRAAA02300Pet Farms

13/01/2021WRAAA024001190. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the steps she is taking to prevent unlawful puppy farming; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [1341/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
role of my Department is to  ensure animal health and welfare.  The movement of animals, 
including pets, among EU Member States and between the EU and third countries is governed 
by EU legislation, which imposes requirements in relation to movement that vary according to 
species, type of movement and country of origin.  

In relation to the movement of dogs, requirements include vaccination against rabies, mi-
crochipping, an EU pet passport or and EU animal health certificate, treatment against Echi-
nococcus multilocularis.  Compliance checks are carried out on departure from the country of 
origin in the case of a commercial movement of dogs, and on entry into Ireland in the case of 
pet travel.  Anyone moving a dog to another EU Member State must also be registered with my 
Department.
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13/01/2021WRAAA02600LEADER Programmes

13/01/2021WRAAA027001191. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
her Department will consider granting an exceptional extension regarding the LEADER pro-
gramme in which projects approved by the end of 2020 but ultimately may not go ahead allow-
ing the funding to be used for other 2020 projects that missed out. [44658/20]

13/01/2021WRAAA02800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Last 
December, I announced funding of €20 million for the Transitional LEADER Programme, 
which will come into effect from 1 April 2021 for new project approvals. 

In tandem with this announcement and in response to a number of requests for an extension 
of the timeline for project approvals, I extended the deadline for project commitments under 
the 2014-2020 programme to the end of March 2021 to facilitate the full allocation of the funds 
available to the Local Action Groups (LAGs). 

In addition, for the duration of the Transitional Programme, LAGs will also be permitted 
to reallocate any funds approved under the 2014-2020 LEADER Programme which are subse-
quently decommitted from a project as a result of an underspend, or non-progression of a proj-
ect. Projects availing of this reallocated funding must be approved by the LAGs on or before 31 
December 2022 and completed by 31 December 2023.

Final claims for payment under the 2014-2020 programme must be submitted to my Depart-
ment no later than 30 June 2024.

My Department has advised the LAGs of the changes by way of a circular issued to them 
in December 2020.

13/01/2021WRAAA02900Town and Village Renewal Scheme

13/01/2021WRAAA030001192. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the status of an application (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[44686/20]

13/01/2021WRAAA03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
application referred to by the Deputy was submitted to my Department under the 2020 Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme.  The 2020 scheme had an indicative budget of €25 million, which 
included an additional €10 million provided as part of the Government’s July Stimulus Package. 

The 2020 Scheme included two separate funding Measures - an Accelerated Measure and a 
Standard Measure. 

Funding of €10.4 million was announced under three rounds of the Accelerated Measure 
during 2020.  Last week, I also announced details of 147 projects approved for €15.4 million of 
funding under the Standard Measure of the Town and Village Renewal Scheme. 

I can confirm that the project referred to by the Deputy was amongst the list of projects ap-
proved under the Standard Measure.  Full details of the projects approved under the 2020 Town 
and Village Renewal Scheme are available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/0012f5-town-
and-village-renewal-scheme/.

13/01/2021WRAAA03200Interdepartmental Committees
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13/01/2021WRAAA033001193. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of occasions on which the interdepartmental committee for the development 
of the islands met in 2020; the dates of the meetings in 2020; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [44696/20]

13/01/2021WRAAA03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Interdepartmental Committee for the development of a new Islands Policy was established in 
late 2019, and met on two occasions prior to a consultation process with island communities 
being undertaken.  

It was intended that the Committee would reconvene on completion of the consultation pro-
cess, and would then meet on a regular basis to oversee the development of the Islands Policy.  

A total of 11 consultation meetings took place with island communities in early 2020.  How-
ever, the consultation process had to be temporarily suspended due to COVID-19 travel restric-
tions and to avoid health risks both for the island communities and Departmental officials.  The 
consultation process was re-commenced through an on-line format in the final quarter of 2020 
and will conclude shortly.  

No meetings of the Interdepartmental Committee were held during 2020, but with the con-
sultation process drawing to a close, arrangements are being made to reconvene the Interdepart-
mental Committee in the coming weeks to review the main messages which have emerged from 
the consultation process.  The scope and structure for the drafting of the new policy will also be 
agreed at that meeting.

13/01/2021WRAAA03500Departmental Contracts

13/01/2021WRAAA036001194. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if her Department or State agencies under the aegis of her Department have awarded contracts 
to a company (details supplied); if so, the value of such contracts; if the contracts were tendered 
for; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [44792/20]

13/01/2021WRAAA03700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can 
confirm that there have been no contracts awarded to the company referenced by the Deputy, by 
either my Department, or by the State agencies under the aegis of my Department.

13/01/2021WRAAA03800Pet Farms

13/01/2021WRAAA039001195. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number of puppy farms registered in each of the past five years; the number of dog wardens 
employed by each local authority; the amount spent by her Department in increasing the level 
of public knowledge on individual’s responsibilities in relation to puppy farm regulations; the 
number of persons fined who are breeding and selling puppies who have not adhered to the 
regulations to date; the actions her Department is taking to ensure that the proportion of dog 
licences in the State is lifted from 20% to 100%; and if her Department has worked on the cen-
tralisation of microchip databases. [45130/20]

13/01/2021WRAAA04000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has overall policy responsibility for the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010.  
The day to day regulation of dog breeding establishments to ensure compliance with the Act 
is a matter for local authorities. It is the responsibility of each local authority to maintain the 
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register of dog breeding establishments in its functional area.  The Act also places an obligation 
on any person seeking to operate a dog breeding establishment to have the premises included 
on the register.

In July 2018, following a public consultation, my Department published revised guide-
lines for Dog Breeding Establishments.  These came into effect on 1 January 2019 following 
widespread publicity, including using press releases and social media, there was no additional 
spend.  Each local authority is responsible for the monitoring of these standards with regard to 
the registration of such establishments.

Each year my Department publishes annual statistics on gov.ie in respect of a range of dog 
control responsibilities of local authorities, including the statistics sought.  Information up to 
and including 2019 is available at the following link https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/879d4c-
dog-control-statistics/   

Under the Control of Dogs Acts, local authorities are responsible for licensing services in 
their areas and my Department is not involved in this operational activity.   

It is a legal requirement for all dog owners to have a dog licence. In 2018, to make it easier 
to purchase a licence, local authorities rolled out a new online system for the purchase of dog 
licences. Licences can now be purchased online, at Post Offices or at local authority offices.   
This initiative demonstrates the commitment of local authorities to driving efficiencies and 
modernising to meet the needs of citizens. Furthermore, I understand that mobile access and 
reporting facilities, which will assist detection and evasion, will also be enabled for the local 
authority dog warden service.

I understand from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM), which 
has policy responsibility for the Microchipping of Dogs Regulations 2015 (S.I. No. 63/2015), 
that it has no plans currently to centralise microchip databases. Under the Microchipping of 
Dogs Regulations 2015, four companies are authorised by DAFM to operate dog identification 
databases. These companies are legally required to provide certain details regarding the micro-
chips registered with them to Europetnet, a group of national and local associations throughout 
Europe that register information about pets that have been uniquely identified.  A person can 
enter a chip number into Europetnet to establish whether the chip is a valid number.  Certain 
persons such as dog wardens and those who microchip dogs have access through this portal to 
the databases to enable the identification of microchipped dogs - including information about 
their registered owners. 

As the Department with responsibility in the area, DAFM has indicated that no fines have 
been issued in respect of the selling of pets and the Animal Health and Welfare (Sale and Supply 
of Pet Animals) Regulations 2019.

13/01/2021WRAAA04100Charities Regulation

13/01/2021WRAAA042001196. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when the post of director of legal affairs and registration at the Charities Regulator will be 
filled on a permanent basis. [1191/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA04300Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Charities Regulator (CRA) is an independent public body which is under 
the aegis of the Department of Rural and Community Development.

The CRA have informed my Department that the open recruitment competition, to recruit a 
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new Director of Legal Affairs and Registration was advertised by them on 14th October 2020 
with a closing date for applications of 4th November 2020. 

The recruitment process is now at an advanced stage and the CRA expect that the role will 
be filled shortly.

13/01/2021WRAAA04400Forbairt Calaí agus Céanna

13/01/2021WRAAA045001197. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail cén 
uair atá sé i gceist aici go mbeidh deis ag ionadaithe ó Phobal Inis Meáin scrúdu a dhéanamh ar 
an obair atá déanta ar riachtanais na hoibre ar Ché an Chalaidh Mhóir in Inis Meáin ag comhair-
leoirí i gCorcaigh, cibé acu go fisiciúil nó go fíorúil, de bharr na práinne a bhaineann le dul ar 
aghaidh le hobair phleanála ar an gCé seo; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [1368/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA04600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Tá teagmháil rialta idir oifigigh na Roinne agus oifigigh an Chomhairle Contae chun forbairt an 
Chalaidh Mhóir in Inis Meáin, agus an cheist sonrach seo  a phlé.  

Tuigtear dom nach raibh rochtain ar an áis NMCI ag an Comhairle Contae ná ag ionadaithe 
ó phobal Inis Meáin fós de bharr na srianta ag eascairt as COVID-19.  

Cé go raibh súil go mbeadh bealach éigin an t-eolas seo a chur i láthair go fíorúil, tá ráite 
anois nach féidir sin a dhéanamh.  Idir an dá linn, tá Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe ag plé go 
leanúnach leis an NMCI faoi bhealaí chun an obair a bhrú chun cinn agus chun teacht ar réiteach 
le cinntiú go mbeidh ar a gcumas deis a thabhairt do ionadaithe ón oileán a bheith páirteach, ag 
cur san áireamh na treorlínnte maidir le sláinte poiblí agus srianta taistil.

13/01/2021WRAAA04700Forbairt Calaí agus Céanna

13/01/2021WRAAA048001198. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den an Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail cén 
dul chun cinn atá déanta go dtí seo maidir le forbairt na cé in Inis Oírr; an bhfuil cás gnó maidir 
leis an gcé curtha chuig an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe agus, más amhlaidh 
go bhfuil, cathain a cuireadh ar aghaidh é; cad iad na staidéir a chaithfear a dhéanamh fós sula 
mbeidh tairiscintí á lorg don togra; cén staid ag a bhfuil na staidéir sin agus cén uair a mheastar 
go mbeidh siad ar fáil; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [1661/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA04900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Tá 
an Roinn agus Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe ag obair go leanúnach chun baill chríoch a chur 
leis an cás gnó i leith Cé Inis Oírr.  Tá leagan don chás gnó faighte ag an Roinn, ach tá ábhar 
forlíontach fós le theacht.  Ach é seo a bheith curtha ar fáil ag an Chomhairle Chontae, táthar ag 
súil go mbeadh an cháipéis chríochnúil réidh chun cur faoi bhráid na Roinne roimh dheireadh 
na míosa. 

Nuair a bheidh an cás gnó faofa agus na ceadúnais chuí faighte is féidir dul i mbun tairiscintí 
a lorg. Níl aon staidéar breise le déanamh ag an tráth seo chun an togra a bhrú chun cinn.

13/01/2021WRAAA05000Pet Farms

13/01/2021WRAAA051001199. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the details of the measures from within her Department to enforce and reduce the illicit puppy 
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farms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1758/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA05200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has overall policy responsibility for the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010.  
The Act provides a robust regulatory framework for, inter alia, the licensing, monitoring and 
inspection of dog breeding establishments by local authorities and, where a serious and imme-
diate threat exists to public health or animal health and welfare, for the closure of such estab-
lishments.

The day to day regulation of dog breeding establishments to ensure compliance with the Act 
is a matter for local authorities.  It is the responsibility of each local authority to maintain the 
register of dog breeding establishments in its functional area.  The Act also places an obligation 
on any person seeking to operate a dog breeding establishment to have the premises included 
on the register. Welfare standards regarding dog breeding establishments have been provided 
for through guidelines.

In July 2018, following a public consultation, my Department published revised guidelines 
for Dog Breeding Establishments.  These came into effect on 1 January 2019.  There is a sub-
stantial shift in the new guidelines towards a focus on the welfare of dogs and pups.  Each local 
authority is responsible for the monitoring of these standards with regard to the registration of 
such establishments.

Following a review, my Department is currently developing necessary legislative amend-
ments to the Dog Breeding Establishments Act 2010, with a view to inclusion in the 2021 Gov-
ernment legislative programme. 

Separately, the enforcement of welfare standards regarding all animals, including dogs, is 
a matter for the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine under the Animal Health and 
Welfare Act 2013.  Both Departments work together to ensure a coordinated approach is taken 
in this area.

13/01/2021WRAAA05300Covid-19 Pandemic

13/01/2021WRAAA054001200. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment the details for her Department for outsourcing to consultancies of specifically Covid-19 
related work, services or advice; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [1798/21]

13/01/2021WRAAA05500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
can confirm that my Department has not outsourced Covid-19-related work to consultants or 
sought their services or advice in this regard.


