
26 November 2020

1

  Questions Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, answered orally.

26/11/2020WRA00400Israeli Settlements

26/11/2020WRA005008. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will re-examine the 
proposed legislation to ban the import of goods from illegal settlements in Palestine in view of 
recent attacks by the Israeli state there on human rights and the ongoing demolition of homes 
by the Israeli state; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38339/20]

26/11/2020WRA00600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The demolition by Israeli au-
thorities of private property is of grave concern. Demolition and confiscation of humanitarian 
assets, including education infrastructure, is contrary to Israel’s obligations under international 
humanitarian law, and in particular the Fourth Geneva Convention.

I was deeply dismayed to learn of the demolition by Israeli authorities on 3 November of 
more than 70 structures, in the community of Humsa Al Bqai’a located in the northern Jordan 
Valley. I issued a statement on 6 November and Ireland’s Representative Office in Ramallah has 
visited the site of the demolitions. Ireland, the EU, and the wider humanitarian community are 
ready to support those impacted and the West Bank Protection Consortium, of which Ireland is 
a member, is providing emergency shelter and support to affected families.

Ireland has a very clear position on Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory. 
They are illegal under international law and actively undermine the prospects for a Two-State 
solution.

You raise the issue of a ban on import of settlement goods. Such a ban would not be compat-
ible with EU law, and would not be implementable. This is the clear legal advice on this matter. 
The Government will therefore not be taking it forward.

As it stands, however, EU law does already make a meaningful distinction between Israel, 
and settlements in occupied territory. This distinction has important practical effects. Since 
settlements are not part of Israel, the EU-Israel Association Agreement does not apply to them. 
This means that different tariffs apply to goods from settlements, and settlements are not eli-
gible for participation in EU-Israel programmes.

EU law and guidelines clearly differentiate between settlements on the one hand, and Israel, 
on the other. As such, they are an important part of the EU contribution to the implementation 
of UN Security Council Resolution 2334, which condemns the construction and expansion of 
settlements. 

Ireland will maintain its vigilance to ensure full implementation of these laws and guide-
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lines.

  Question No. 9 answered with Question No. 7.

  Questions Nos. 10 and 11 answered orally.

26/11/2020WRA00900Foreign Conflicts

26/11/2020WRA0100012. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
he and his EU and UN colleagues are alert to the situation in Armenia, Azerbaijan, in respect 
of Nagorno-Karabakh and Ethiopia-Sudan horn of Africa; the degree to which initiatives have 
been taken to address the humanitarian issues arising; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38273/20]

26/11/2020WRA01100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): Ireland 
has consistently called for a cessation of hostilities and we welcome the agreement reached by 
Armenia and Azerbaijan to end the military conflict in and around Nagorno Karabakh. We re-
main deeply concerned for the humanitarian situation in the region, where hostilities have had 
a devastating impact on local civilian populations. Ensuring access for humanitarian organisa-
tions must be a top priority to avoid further catastrophe as we head into the winter months. 
Ireland and the EU will fully support efforts to help bring about a sustainable and lasting peace 
and we will continue to provide humanitarian assistance. In that regard, we note the key role 
that the International Committee of the Red Cross and the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees will continue to play.

I am deeply concerned by the outbreak of armed conflict in the Tigray region of Ethiopia, in-
cluding the reported atrocities and ethnic profiling, and the humanitarian consequences. Ireland 
is actively supporting the efforts of the EU and wider international community to de-escalate 
the situation, including through engagement with the African Union which has appointed three 
Special Envoys. Minister Coveney has called for an immediate cessation of hostilities, and 
the commencement of a national dialogue to de-escalate tensions.  Minister Coveney has also 
condemned the reported atrocities and identity-based attacks. It is essential to ensure that the 
human rights of all Ethiopians are upheld. I am gravely concerned by reports that Ethiopia’s 
federal military has said civilians should protect themselves from heavy artillery, in advance of 
a planned assault against the regional capital. I urge all parties to the conflict to respect interna-
tional humanitarian law.

Ireland is also a longstanding humanitarian supporter of the wider Horn of Africa region. In 
the context of the Tigray crisis my Department has reallocated €416,000 for the humanitarian 
response within Ethiopia and €500,000 to assist refugees in Eastern Sudan.

26/11/2020WRA01200Undocumented Irish in the USA

26/11/2020WRA0130013. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to enter discus-
sions with the President-elect of the United States of America, Mr. Joe Biden, on the issue of 
the difficulties facing undocumented Irish persons in the United States and in particular the 
progression of the E3 visa Bill through Congress; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38205/20]

26/11/2020WRA0140014. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the Government will 
use the opportunity of the election of President-elect Joe Biden to make representations to the 
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incoming Administration there around the plight of the undocumented Irish immigrants in the 
United States. [38301/20]

26/11/2020WRA0150023. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of the way in 
which his Department is engaging with US Government agencies with regard to the undocu-
mented Irish. [38082/20]

26/11/2020WRA0160030. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress made to 
date on resolving the issue of undocumented Irish in the United States of America; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38208/20]

26/11/2020WRA0170046. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if progress has been 
made on establishing an E3 visa agreement between Ireland and the United States of America; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38209/20]

26/11/2020WRA0180056. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position regarding 
proposed immigration reform in the United States with particular reference to the difficulties 
facing the undocumented Irish; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38291/20]

26/11/2020WRA01900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
13, 14, 23, 30, 46 and 56 together.

The issue of Irish immigration to the US, particularly the status of the undocumented Irish, 
has been a high priority for successive Governments and continues to be one of my key priori-
ties. Immigration issues have been raised on an ongoing basis in our engagement with the US 
Administration and political leaders. I have raised these issues in recent contacts with Special 
Envoy Mick Mulvaney and with the US Ambassador, as well as with members of the US Ad-
ministration and both Houses of Congress during my visit to Washington D.C. at the end of 
September.

In the US, our Embassy and Consulates General across the country continue to monitor the 
situation closely and to engage with US officials on immigration issues, including with US Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement. They also actively support Irish community groups that 
provide assistance and information to vulnerable Irish and the undocumented. 

Many of these community groups are members of the Coalition of Irish Immigration Cen-
ters, which receives significant annual funding through the Government’s Emigrant Support 
Programme for their work. In 2019, over €3m ($3.7m) was allocated to 88 organisations across 
the US, including those that provide front-line welfare assistance to Irish citizens. Furthermore, 
and in response to the pandemic, a dedicated COVID-19 Response Fund for Irish Communi-
ties Abroad was set up to help these organisations meet the needs of those who are particularly 
vulnerable.

We maintain close relations with members of Congress and contacts from across the po-
litical spectrum, and will continue to seek opportunities to deepen and strengthen our bilateral 
relations with the incoming administration of President-elect Joe Biden. The President-elect has 
always been a stalwart friend and supporter of Ireland, and we look forward to working closely 
with him and the incoming Administration, as reaffirmed by the Taoiseach during their recent 
telephone phone call. 

Post-pandemic, we want to see people-to-people links strengthened and we look forward to 
working with the new Administration, as well as with the United States Congress, across the 
aisle, to pursue comprehensive immigration reform in the US. Our Embassy and network of 
Consulates General will continue to monitor the situation and stand ready to engage with any 
Federal and State initiatives on this issue.
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In terms of securing future pathways for immigration, we continue to prioritise the E3 Visa 
Bill which is currently before the US Senate, having been passed in the House of Representa-
tives. The bill was reintroduced in the House of Representatives by Congressmen Neal and 
Sensenbrenner in May 2019. If passed, this could allow access to thousands of US visas each 
year to Irish citizens, providing new opportunities to live and work in the US. While the Co-
vid-19 pandemic has impacted upon the congressional agenda, we hope that, when the circum-
stances allow, the Bill will also be passed in the Senate.  We will continue to explore all avail-
able options for securing this.

26/11/2020WRA02000Arms Trade

26/11/2020WRA0210015. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if there has been discus-
sion at the European council of foreign ministers in relation to controlling the multibillion euro 
EU arms industry and ensuring that EU manufacturers of armaments are only being used ac-
cording to EU-wide guidelines; the position Ireland adopted in such discussions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38363/20]

26/11/2020WRA02200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): EU Common Position 2008/944/
CFSP (CP) defines common rules governing the control of exports of military technology and 
equipment, and sets out eight risk assessment criteria to be taken into consideration when as-
sessing military goods applications.  These criteria include respect for human rights and inter-
national humanitarian law, internal situation in the destination country and risk of diversion. 

The EU is the only regional organisation to have established a legally binding arrangement 
on conventional arms exports.  Decisions on licensing of exports remain a Member State com-
petence, with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment responsible for this issue 
in Ireland.

The EU Working Party on Conventional Arms Exports meets monthly to discuss export 
controls for conventional arms, and allows EU Member States to share information on their 
export policies to non-EU countries, and on national denials of applications for export licenses 
to non-EU countries.  

In the EU Foreign Affairs Council meetings over the past year, EU Foreign Ministers have 
discussed the issue of arms exports in the context of existing EU and UN arms embargoes. On 
14 October 2019 the Council discussed the commitment of Member States to strong national 
positions regarding arms export policies to Turkey, in response to unilateral Turkish military ac-
tion in Syria.  In these discussions, Ireland supported strict application of the Common Position 
criteria in response to Turkey’s actions.  

In October 2020, the EU launched a searchable online database that allows all stakeholders 
consult and analyse data on Member States’ arms exports in a user-friendly manner. In Decem-
ber 2019, the EU renewed funding for its iTrace project with Conflict Armament Research.  The 
iTrace project aims to provide concrete information on the diversion and trafficking of conven-
tional arms and their ammunition, including providing tailored support to Member States to 
assist in diversion risk assessment and mitigation, and to expose routes and entities involved in 
diversion to conflict zones.

26/11/2020WRA02300Brexit Preparations

26/11/2020WRA0240016. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position regarding 
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Ireland’s plans to ensure an effective landbridge for Irish agriculture in the aftermath of Brexit 
to the European market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38192/20]

26/11/2020WRA02500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Post transition, operators will 
still be able to move goods across the UK Landbridge but the way they use the Landbridge will 
change.

The UK’s accession to the Common Transit Convention (CTC) is welcome.  It allows EU 
goods to move under transit through Great Britain without undergoing full import and export 
formalities on entry and exit.  However, to avail of the benefits of the Convention, a number of 
new administrative steps must be completed in Ireland, Great Britain and at the port of re-entry. 
Details of all these new steps can be found at GOV.IE/Brexit. Furthermore, each consignment 
must also have a financial guarantee during the movement.  

Under Official Controls Regulation (EU) 2017/625, a range of goods, including animals 
and products of animal origin (POAO), are subject to controls on re-entering the Union and 
must be prior-notified to the Border Control Post (BCP) of re-entry to the EU ahead of arrival. 
Ireland has undertaken substantial engagements at political and official level across the EU to 
ensure EU goods moving under transit are not subject to additional and unnecessary checks and 
controls.  In particular, we have worked with our French, Belgian and Dutch counterparts to 
understand each other’s BCP operations.

For the vast majority of consignments transiting the Landbridge, documentary checks will 
be performed electronically in advance of the consignment re-entering the EU, and once the 
correct paperwork is in place transit goods should be “green-routed” to leave the Port. Identity 
and physical checks will only be necessary where the authorities suspect non-compliance. It is 
therefore vital that operators have the correct administration work in place.

We have regularly noted the likelihood of delays in UK ports for some time now and opera-
tors should plan accordingly. 

Operators may wish to look at direct route options.  The process for moving goods directly 
between Ireland and other EU Member States will not change nor be subject to the new proce-
dures set out on our website.

26/11/2020WRA02600Diplomatic Representation

26/11/2020WRA0270017. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the action his Depart-
ment has taken to build contacts with the incoming Biden Administration in the United States 
of America; if such efforts are being facilitated by the United States Department of State; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [38452/20]

26/11/2020WRA02800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s relationship with the 
US is built on a deep foundation of ancestral ties and decades of close political, diplomatic and 
economic engagement. Strengthening bilateral relations with the US is a priority for Ireland 
as set out in our Programme for Government, as well in our Strategy for the US and Canada 
2019-2025. 

With each successive administration in the White House and each successive US Congress, 
our relationship has been valued and strengthened, to the benefit of our people on both sides 
of the Atlantic. The Government engages regularly with the US Administration and with US 
elected representatives from across the political spectrum. 
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At the end of September, I travelled to the US for a series of engagements in Washington 
D.C., which included meetings with representatives from the Administration, as well as with 
Members of Congress, both Democrats and Republicans. We will continue to maintain close 
relations with Members of Congress and contacts from across the political spectrum, and will 
continue to seek opportunities to deepen and strengthen our bilateral relations with the new 
administration of President-elect Joe Biden. 

The Taoiseach and President-elect Biden spoke by telephone two weeks ago, during which 
the President-elect reaffirmed his full support for the Good Friday Agreement. In addition, they 
looked forward to working together bilaterally and across a range of international areas includ-
ing EU-US relations, the UN including the Security Council, and on the important global chal-
lenges of COVID19, economic recovery and climate change.

We look forward to working with the new Administration, once it is in place, to progress 
international peace and security. In particular I look forward to working with President-elect 
Biden’s foreign policy team - Tony Blinken as Secretary of State, Jake Sullivan as National 
Security Advisor, and Linda Thomas-Greenfield as US Ambassador to the UN

We will of course work closely as well as with the United States Congress, across the aisle, 
to pursue comprehensive immigration reform in the US. We are also committed to strengthen-
ing transatlantic relations more broadly.   

Ireland has always maintained close relations with the US and will continue to do so, includ-
ing through our Embassy in Washington D.C., our other diplomatic Missions across the United 
States and through the US Embassy in Dublin.

26/11/2020WRA02900United Nations

26/11/2020WRA0300018. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the preparations that 
have been made ahead of Ireland joining the UN Security Council in 2021; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38070/20]

26/11/2020WRA03100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland will take up its seat on 
the UN Security Council for the 2021-2022 term on 1 January. We will engage constructively 
across the Council agenda, on the basis of three core principles: Building Peace, Strengthening 
Prevention, and Ensuring Accountability. 

A key aspect of Building Peace is peacekeeping. We will look to improve peacekeeping 
mandates, and strengthen the link with peacebuilding. We want to emphasise an inclusive ap-
proach, ensuring the involvement of women, youth and civil society. 

On Strengthening Prevention, we will address drivers of conflict, notably human rights vio-
lations and climate change, and strengthen the protection of civilians, including from conflict-
related hunger. 

To Ensure Accountability, we will uphold international humanitarian and human rights law, 
and stand firmly in support of the International Criminal Court.

We will also engage actively on country-specific issues. We are identifying where we can 
have most impact, for example on Women Peace and Security, on climate and security, in rela-
tion to Iran and the JCPOA, on sanctions policy and practice, and on humanitarian access in 
Syria. 
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We have good relationships with the Council’s Permanent and elected members. We do not 
agree on everything, and we have no illusions on the challenges ahead.  I am undertaking a 
series of consultations with a wide range of counterparts and my officials are doing the same.

We will draw from the extensive expertise available within Irish civil society and academia. 
We have established a stakeholder forum, in partnership with the IIEA, to support us in plan-
ning for our Council term. 

This is a Government-wide effort, and we will work closely with other Departments. An 
inter-departmental coordination group has been established to facilitate information sharing 
and ensure coherence on cross-cutting issues. 

I was pleased to discuss our preparations with the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
Defence on 12 November, and I look forward to keeping the Oireachtas informed of our work 
on the Council throughout Ireland’s term.

26/11/2020WRA03200Foreign Conflicts

26/11/2020WRA0330019. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on reports 
of mass killings in the northern Tigray region of Ethiopia; his views on whether this could es-
calate to a civil war; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37907/20]

26/11/2020WRA0340025. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the consequences of 
the conflict in Ethiopia and the region of Tigray in relation to the worsening humanitarian situ-
ation in Ethiopia and the region of Tigray and for stability in the Horn of Africa; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37958/20]

26/11/2020WRA03500Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 19 and 25 together.

I am deeply concerned by the recent outbreak of armed conflict between the Federal Gov-
ernment of Ethiopia and the regional authorities in Tigray and by reports of atrocities and 
targeting of ethnic groups. There are credible allegations of mass casualties, including civilian 
casualties, and of human rights abuses. There is a grave risk of a humanitarian crisis. Tigray 
is home to many refugees, displaced persons and local communities already coping with the 
stresses of the COVID-19 pandemic. If not contained, this conflict could threaten the stability 
of Ethiopia, Africa’s second most populous country, and have serious regional implications for 
the wider Horn of Africa, one of the continent’s most fragile regions. 

Ireland is actively supporting the efforts of the EU and wider international community to 
de-escalate the situation, including through engagement with the African Union which has 
appointed three Special Envoys. Minister Coveney has called for an immediate cessation of 
hostilities, and the commencement of a national dialogue to de-escalate tensions.  Minister 
Coveney has also condemned the reported atrocities and identity-based attacks. It is essential 
to ensure that the human rights of all Ethiopians are upheld. I am gravely concerned by reports 
that Ethiopia’s federal military has said civilians should protect themselves from heavy artil-
lery, in advance of a planned assault against the regional capital. I urge all parties to the conflict 
to respect international humanitarian law.

The situation in Ethiopia was raised by HRVP Borrell at a meeting of EU Foreign Ministers 
on 19 November. Minister Coveney intervened calling for continued EU efforts to push for a 
resolution of the crisis, and stressed the need to act fast and collectively to call for uncondi-
tional, unrestricted access for humanitarian actors to affected areas.
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Ireland’s Embassy in Addis Ababa is engaging closely with other EU Heads of Mission, the 
UN and other members of the international community in monitoring, reporting and advocating 
on the situation and in preparing for an emergency humanitarian response.

Ireland’s largest bilateral development cooperation programme is in Ethiopia.  The Embassy 
of Ireland is in the process of providing €416,000 to the humanitarian response in Tigray, along 
with a projected €500,000 to support refugees in Eastern Sudan. My Department is actively 
looking at ways to address other critical funding needs in light of the escalating humanitarian 
situation.

26/11/2020WRA03600Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

26/11/2020WRA0370020. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has spoken to his 
counterpart in the UK Government in relation to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings; if he will 
provide an update on the independent police team’s analytic report into the Glenanne series of 
cases that was announced by the PSNI on 30 November 2019; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [32085/20]

26/11/2020WRA03800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government is committed to 
actively pursuing the implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions with respect to the Dublin-
Monaghan bombings, as highlighted in the Programme for Government, and has consistently 
raised the issue with the British Government, including at the British-Irish Inter-Governmental 
Conference.  I raised this issue most recently in my meeting with the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland on 8 October in Hillsborough.

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin-Monaghan bombings that was adopted by Dáil 
Éireann on 25 May 2016, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, calls on the British Government 
to allow access by an independent, international judicial figure to all original documents relat-
ing to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings.

We have made clear to our counterparts that the absence of a response from the British 
Government is of deep concern to the Government, and that there remains an urgent need for 
a response. 

The Government welcomed the announcement by the PSNI on 30 November 2019 that 
former Chief Constable Jon Boutcher would head an Independent Police Team to conduct an 
analytical report on collusion in what has become known as the Glenanne Gang series of cases. 
This is very relevant to a number of cases including the Dublin and Monaghan bombings.  

This work is currently ongoing and the Government will remain strongly supportive of fa-
cilitating these investigations, in accordance with the law, and as we have other investigative 
processes in Northern Ireland dealing with Troubles cases. 

The Government will also continue to closely monitor the outcome of all such relevant in-
vestigations, as we pursue all possible avenues to achieve progress on the Dáil Motions, and the 
request made by this House to the British Government. 

26/11/2020WRA03900Israeli Settlements

26/11/2020WRA0400021. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on new illegal 
settlements on the West Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38265/20]
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26/11/2020WRA0410029. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has raised con-
cerns internationally regarding the recent expansion of Israeli illegal settlements; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38198/20]

26/11/2020WRA0420036. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that EU diplomats present were called anti-Semites following the chas-
ing away of the EU’s Head of Mission to the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Mr. Sven Kühn Von 
Burgsdorff, from a Jerusalem neighbourhood, Givat Hamatos, the day after Israel issued tenders 
for 1,257 new homes in the area; the action the EU has taken on the matter to date; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37959/20]

26/11/2020WRA04300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
21, 29 and 36 together.

Ireland’s position on settlement expansion is absolutely clear. Settlement activity in the oc-
cupied Palestinian territory is clearly illegal under international law. 

On 16 October, I made a statement condemning a significant further settlement expansion 
of close to 5000 new housing units in the West Bank and in and around Jerusalem, including 
Givat Hamatos. 

On 15 November, the Israeli authorities announced a decision to open a tender for construc-
tion of a new settlement of over 1,200 housing units in Givat Hamatos in occupied East Jeru-
salem. I outlined Ireland’s position on this in a statement on 17 November. I condemned the 
decision by Israeli authorities to open this tender which undermines the viability and territorial 
contiguity of a future Palestinian State and the possibility of a negotiated Two-State solution 
in line with the internationally agreed parameters with Jerusalem as the future capital of two 
states. It also erodes trust and confidence between the parties, which is critical for the resump-
tion of meaningful negotiations.   

Senior officials in my Department met the Israeli Ambassador on 17 November to underline 
Ireland’s serious concerns at the expansion of settlements in this strategically sensitive area 
between Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

Ireland’s Representative in Ramallah visited the Givat Hamatos site on 16 November, along 
with a number of other EU and non-EU colleagues, including the EU Representative. I am 
aware that there were vocal but peaceful pro-settlement protests during their visit. The press 
conference after the visit was held at another location so that the press interviews could be fully 
audible. 

The EU HRVP Mr. Borrell made a statements on this issue on 15 October and 15 November. 
On 18 November, following the UN Security Council briefing on the situation in the Middle 
East, the current and incoming EU members of the Council (Ireland, Belgium, Estonia, France 
and Germany), along with Norway as a fellow incoming member, delivered a joint media state-
ment on the Middle East Peace Process in which we called on Israel to halt all settlement expan-
sion and demolitions. 

Ireland continues to call on the Israeli Government to reverse this decision and to halt all 
settlement construction. Our longstanding support for a Two-State solution to the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict remains an integral aspect of our foreign policy, which I will continue to pri-
oritise.

26/11/2020WRA04400Brexit Negotiations
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26/11/2020WRA0450022. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of 
Brexit negotiations regarding the protection of Irish fisheries and their fishing rights; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [38306/20]

26/11/2020WRA04600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The issues of fisheries, along 
with governance arrangements and provisions for a level playing field, have been the most 
challenging issues in the EU-UK future relationship negotiations. Securing an overall future 
relationship agreement, including the best possible outcome on fisheries is a priority for Ireland. 
I have repeatedly raised fisheries as a priority for Ireland in my bilateral political contacts, as 
indeed has the Taoiseach, Minister McConalogue and other members of the Government.  In 
particular we, and our EU partners, are very clear that the issue of fisheries cannot be separated 
from the wider trade negotiations. 

Ireland is seeking to protect the interests of the Irish fleet in relation to access conditions, 
quota shares and the traditional activity of the EU fleet, while insisting that fisheries issues are 
dealt with as part of an overall trade deal. It is vital that we do everything possible to protect our 
vulnerable coastal communities and fishers. In particular, it will be important to ensure no EU 
Member States are disproportionately affected by any new arrangements. 

From the outset of the negotiations, Ireland and our EU partners have been clear on our level 
of ambition in this area and on the fact that progress on an overall economic partnership agree-
ment on trade is linked to progress on fisheries. 

The Brexit Stakeholder Forum, which I chair, meets regularly to discuss progress in the EU-
UK Future Relationship negotiations, and is attended by representatives of the fisheries sector. 

Clearly, the two sides are still very far apart even as we approach the final stages of the ne-
gotiations. The European Commission Task Force, led by Michel Barnier, is continuing to work 
towards achieving an overall agreement, and for a satisfactory outcome on this area.  Affected 
Member States, including Ireland, are continuing our very close engagement with the Taskforce 
on the EU approach.

  Question No. 23 answered with Question No. 13.

  Question No. 24 answered with Question No. 11.

  Question No. 25 answered with Question No. 19.

26/11/2020WRA05000Rockall Island Ownership

26/11/2020WRA0510026. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress in hav-
ing the international community, including the EU and the UN, recognise Ireland’s sovereignty 
over Rockall. [38406/20]

26/11/2020WRA05200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Rockall is a small uninhabitable 
rock located approximately 160 nautical miles west of the Scottish islands of St. Kilda and 230 
nautical miles to the north-west of Donegal. During the 1960s and 1970s the issue of Rockall 
was a source of legal and political controversy in both Ireland and the United Kingdom. The 
UK claimed sovereignty over Rockall in 1955 and purported to annex it under its 1972 Island 
of Rockall Act.

While Ireland has never recognised British sovereignty over Rockall, neither have we ever 
sought to claim sovereignty ourselves.  The consistent position of successive Irish Governments 
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has been that Rockall and similar rocks and skerries should have no significance for establish-
ing legal claims to continental shelf or an exclusive economic zone. Ireland, together with a 
number of like-minded countries, worked hard to advance this position at the United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea which took place from 1972 to 1982 and I’m glad to say 
that it is fully reflected in the Convention adopted at the end of that Conference.  Article 121, 
paragraph 3 of the UN Law of the Sea Convention provides that: ‘Rocks which cannot sustain 
human habitation or economic life of their own shall have no exclusive economic zone or con-
tinental shelf.’

  Question No. 27 answered with Question No. 11.

26/11/2020WRA05400Middle East

26/11/2020WRA0550028. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress in 
relation to suspending Israel from the EU-Med and EU neighbourhood agreements, given its 
continuous flagrant breaches of the human rights of the Palestinian people and specifically its 
recent settlement programmes on Palestinian land. [38405/20]

26/11/2020WRA05600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government is opposed to 
any move to suspend Israel from the EU-Mediterranean Association Agreement and EU Neigh-
bourhood Agreement. Such suspensions would not serve the interests of any of the parties and, 
in any case, would require consensus within the European Union. 

A proposal to suspend or review the terms of the agreement would result in a divisive debate 
which would divert attention from the need to restore momentum to the peace process. It could 
also result in further difficulties in ensuring the delivery of assistance to the Palestinian people. 

Ireland’s position on settlement expansion, related infrastructure development, the demoli-
tion of Palestinian homes and other buildings, and the forced removal of Palestinians from their 
homes, is extremely clear. Settlements are illegal under international law, and all actions which 
compromise the viability of a future Palestinian state are very damaging. 

The announcement on 15 November of the opening of tenders for settlement construction 
in the strategic area of Givat Hamatos in East Jerusalem is of grave concern. As I underlined 
in my statement on 16 November, this action by the Israeli authorities actively undermines the 
prospects for a two-state solution. Ireland has consistently and strongly opposed settlements, 
and Ireland’s Representative in Ramallah visited the site on 16 November along with other 
European diplomats. Senior officials in my Department met with the Ambassador of Israel to 
Ireland on 17 November to underline Ireland’s serious concerns at this decision.

Ireland regularly conveys our views on these actions to the Israeli authorities, both directly 
and through the EU. Ireland and the EU stand by the internationally agreed parameters for a 
negotiated peace agreement and continue to urge the Israeli Government to uphold its interna-
tional legal obligations, including under the Fourth Geneva Convention on the treatment of a 
civilian population, and under international human rights law. 

  Question No. 29 answered with Question No. 21.

  Question No. 30 answered with Question No. 13.

26/11/2020WRB00200US Presidential Election
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26/11/2020WRB0030031. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the fact 
that some European Union countries are making unsubstantiated claims in relation to the legiti-
macy of the outcome of the recent presidential election in the United States of America; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [38460/20]

26/11/2020WRB00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government joins with other 
EU Members States and countries across the world in offering congratulations to President-
elect Biden and Vice President-elect Harris.  We also recognise the significance of the Vice 
President-elect’s election as the first woman and first person of colour to hold that office.

As this House will be aware, the Taoiseach and President-elect Biden spoke by telephone 
two weeks ago during which the President-elect reaffirmed his full support for the Good Friday 
Agreement. In addition, they looked forward to working together bilaterally and across a range 
of international areas including EU-US relations, the UN including the Security Council, and 
on the important global challenges of COVID 19, economic recovery and climate change.

I find it particularly encouraging to see such high levels of participation   in the democratic 
process in the US, which had a record voter turnout. The elections were closely contested, but, 
consistent with the judgement of independent media, the outcome of the Presidential election is 
clear. The results are currently in the process of being certified by the 50 US States. 

While allegations have been made about voting processes, we have not seen and are not 
aware of any evidence to support such claims. In addition, the International Election Observa-
tion Mission for the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) has found 
that the US elections were competitive and well managed.

Our relationship with the US is built on a deep foundation of ancestral ties and decades of 
close political, diplomatic and economic links. Strengthening bilateral relations with the US is 
a priority for Ireland as set out in our Programme for Government, as well   in our Strategy for 
the US and Canada 2019-2025.

With each successive administration in the White House and each successive US Congress, 
our relationship has been valued and strengthened, to the benefit of our people on both sides of 
the Atlantic. We maintain close relations with members of Congress and contacts from across 
the political spectrum, and will continue to seek opportunities to deepen and strengthen our 
bilateral relations with the new administration of President-elect Joe Biden. 

26/11/2020WRB00500Diplomatic Representation

26/11/2020WRB0060032. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to reopen an Irish 
Embassy in Iran. [38303/20]

26/11/2020WRB00700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The closing of our Embassy in 
Tehran in 2012 was a decision based on deep cuts to Government spending. We maintain open 
relations with Iran on a range of issues, and Iran continues to have an Embassy in Dublin.

The Embassy of Ireland in Ankara is accredited on a non-residential basis to Iran. The Am-
bassador in Ankara supports our engagement with Iran, including the development of political 
relations, trade relations and supporting Irish businesses. 

Ireland is also represented in Iran by an Honorary Consul. Honorary Consuls are an impor-
tant element of the State’s global engagement and provide consular services and assistance, as 
well as supporting citizens. 
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A range of factors are taken into account in considering our diplomatic representation over-
seas, including our national political, economic and trade priorities, as well as the availability 
of resources. 

I am conscious of the factors that might warrant the opening of an Embassy in Iran, and I 
will continue to keep the configuration and scale of Ireland’s diplomatic network under constant 
review. 

26/11/2020WRB00800Emigrant Support Services

26/11/2020WRB0090033. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the total financial alloca-
tion for the emigrant support programme in 2020; the funding to be allocated for 2021; if this 
allocation will enable additional programmes to be supported; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38292/20]

26/11/2020WRB01000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): The 
Emigrant Support Programme (ESP) provides funding to non-profit organisations and projects 
to support our most vulnerable emigrants overseas, to strengthen Irish communities abroad and 
to facilitate the development of closer and more strategic links between Ireland and the global 
Irish.

The budget allocation for the programme in 2020 is €12.595 million and is a demonstration 
of the Government’s commitment to our people abroad. 

Earlier this year, as the scale of the impact of the pandemic on our Diaspora Communities 
became clear, the Government established a dedicated Covid-19 Response Fund to provide sup-
port for Irish Communities Abroad.The four main priorities of the Fund are to support projects 
that 

- protect our elderly and mitigate the impact of social isolation;

- meet the needs of those made vulnerable by the crisis and respond quickly and  effectively 
to cases of particular hardship; 

- provide mental health supports and bereavement counselling; 

- support innovative ways to provide services online.   Projects are managed by our Mission 
network and are delivered through existing community welfare organisations and charities.My 
Department, through our Mission network, continues to engage with and support Irish com-
munity organisations  and will continue to show flexibility in repurposing ESP funding should 
this be required.

I am delighted to note the additional allocation of €500,000 for the Emigrant Support Pro-
gramme for 2021, which will bring the total budget for the 2021 programme to €13,095,000. 
This increase reinforces the importance of our communities abroad, central to Global Ireland: 
Ireland’s Diaspora Strategy 2020-2025 which I launched last week and will allow us to respond 
to the increasing needs of our communities at this most challenging of times.

26/11/2020WRB01100Middle East Peace Process

26/11/2020WRB0120034. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will use Ire-
land’s upcoming membership of the UN Security Council to highlight the increase in recent 
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months in demolitions of Palestinian structures in the West Bank; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [38479/20]

26/11/2020WRB01300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
is regularly discussed by the UN Security Council, and the international parameters for a Two-
State solution, which we support, have been set out in Resolutions adopted by the Council.

It is of course very challenging to reach agreement between members of the Security Coun-
cil on the Middle East Peace Process, as on many other issues, but the Council continues to play 
a crucial role. I intend that Ireland would keep open lines of communication with both Israel 
and the Palestinians while we are on the Council, and to hear their views, as well as acting on 
our long-standing principles.

The demolition of Palestinian homes, and demolition or seizure of related structures are 
cruel and unjust actions. These practices also cause suffering to ordinary Palestinians, and im-
pinge on the right of children to an education.

On 26 October, Ireland made a national statement in the Security Council open debate on 
the situation in the Middle East, and called on Israel to halt demolitions. 

Following the Security Council briefing on the situation in the Middle East on 18 Novem-
ber, the current and incoming EU members of the Council (Ireland, Belgium, Estonia, France 
and Germany), along with Norway as a fellow incoming member, delivered a joint media state-
ment on the Middle East Peace Process in which we called on Israel to halt all settlement expan-
sion and demolitions.

Beyond the UN Security Council, Ireland conveys our views on these actions to the Israeli 
authorities, both directly and through the EU.  In my statement of 16 October I called on Israel 
to halt demolitions and allow for legal construction for Palestinian residents. I have also raised 
the issue on my visits to the region. Ireland’s Ambassador in Tel Aviv has raised the issue of 
demolitions with the Israeli authorities, along with a group of EU and non-EU colleagues. 
Officials from Ireland’s Representative in Ramallah visit have also visited demolition sites in 
recent weeks.   

26/11/2020WRB01400Foreign Conflicts

26/11/2020WRB0150035. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the current 
situation in South Sudan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38191/20]

26/11/2020WRB01600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): South 
Sudan continues to endure an ongoing crisis, in large part the consequence of civil war.  Since 
the outbreak of conflict in 2013, almost 400,000 people have died and more than 7.5 million 
people are in need of humanitarian assistance out of an estimated population of 12 million. This 
has been compounded by the impact of flooding and COVID-19.

In 2018, President Salva Kiir signed a peace agreement with the opposition and a unity Gov-
ernment was formed in February of this year. A transitional three-year period is now under way. 
However, the situation is very fragile with key aspects of the peace deal still to be implemented, 
including the creation of a unified army, local governance and transitional justice measures.

It is critical that all the parties to the conflict maintain their commitment to implementing 
the peace agreement. While the ceasefire is largely holding between the main opposition par-
ties, I am concerned that sub-national violence and human rights abuses continue to cause im-
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mense harm to civilians.

Ireland strongly supports efforts to build peace in South Sudan. Since 2018, funding of 
€800,000 has been provided  to the regional bloc IGAD (Intergovernmental Authority for De-
velopment).  While a sustained resolution to the conflict is the ultimate goal, addressing hu-
manitarian need remains a priority for Ireland. Almost €80 million in humanitarian funding has 
been provided since 2012 to our UN and NGO partners, for lifesaving support to those suffering 
from the conflict.

Ireland continues to monitor the situation closely, including via our Embassy in Addis Aba-
ba which is accredited to South Sudan, and via the EU Delegation in Juba. In the context of our 
upcoming tenure on the UN Security Council, on which South Sudan will feature as a regular 
agenda item, Ireland will continue to engage closely on these issues including on the role of the 
UN Peacekeeping Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), and protection of civilians.  

  Question No. 36 answered with Question No. 21.

26/11/2020WRB01800Diplomatic Representation

26/11/2020WRB0190037. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when it is expected 
that the new consulate in Manchester will be in operation; if other consulates in the United 
Kingdom are being considered; the role and function of the various missions in the UK post 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37960/20]

26/11/2020WRB02000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The new Consulate General of 
Ireland for the North of England will be established in Manchester in 2021. The opening of this 
diplomatic Mission will advance Ireland’s interests in the region and illustrates our commit-
ment to the British-Irish relationship – and to the Irish community in Britain and Irish business 
– following the UK’s departure from the EU. It is also a key component of the Government’s 
Global Ireland 2025 agenda - to double Ireland’s global influence and impact by 2025. It is ex-
pected that the first Consul General will be in place in the first half of 2021.

The new Consulate will focus on political engagement, diaspora engagement, and economic 
and trade promotion. It will enhance Ireland’s collaboration with local and regional authorities 
in a consular area of 15 million people, including Manchester, Liverpool, Sheffield, Leeds and 
Newcastle. It will facilitate Team Ireland’s collective work to advance Ireland’s commercial 
interests, following the establishment of the Enterprise Ireland office in Manchester in 2019. 
The region has of course deep ties with Ireland based on history and our diaspora. Together 
with the Tánaiste, I discussed the role of the new Mission, and our ambitions for the relation-
ship between Ireland and the North of England, with the mayors of Greater Manchester and the 
Liverpool City Region on 16 November.

The Government is committed to strengthening Ireland’s vital relationship with the UK.  
Investing in our physical presence and engaging in every region is central to this. The reopening 
of Ireland’s Consulate General in Cardiff last year, and the announcement in respect of the new 
Consulate for the North of England reflect this, as does our ongoing investment in the Embassy 
in London.

These diplomatic Missions, and the Consulate General in Edinburgh, will support the devel-
opment of the British-Irish relationship in what will be a new phase post-Brexit. The resourcing 
of our diplomatic network will be kept under ongoing review, to ensure it is sufficient to protect 
and advance our interests.  



Questions - Written Answers

16

26/11/2020WRB02100Northern Ireland

26/11/2020WRB0220038. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps he will take to 
ensure the inquiry into the death of a person (details supplied) takes place in view of a debate 
in the UK Parliament on same. [38307/20]

26/11/2020WRB02300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government’s firm view 
remains that a satisfactory outcome to the Finucane case can only be achieved through a public 
inquiry, as was provided for under the Weston Park Agreement reached by the UK and Irish 
Governments in 2001.  The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland has committed to take a 
decision on whether to order a public inquiry into the murder of Pat Finucane by the end of 
November. 

I met with the Finucane family earlier this month to reiterate our support. Following this 
meeting, I wrote to the Secretary of State ahead of his decision, to underline the Irish Govern-
ment’s strong position that a public inquiry is the correct and only satisfactory way forward.

The Taoiseach also met with the Finucane family earlier this week and the Government will 
continue to engage with the UK Government on this issue at this critical juncture.

It is important to note that the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers in September ex-
pressed their deep concern that a decision has still not been made by the UK authorities on how 
to respond to the 2019 UK Supreme Court judgment with respect to the case of Pat Finucane. 
The next meeting of the Committee is to take place in December, and the UK Government’s 
decision is awaited.

The Finucane family, like so many other families, have waited for far too long, and have had 
to campaign determinedly for decades in their pursuit of truth and justice. This underlines the 
clear need for the implementation of the framework agreed in Stormont House in 2014 to ad-
dress the legacy of the past comprehensively and fairly, and in a way that responds to the needs 
of all victims and survivors, and indeed society as a whole.

26/11/2020WRB02400Middle East Peace Process

26/11/2020WRB0250039. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps he plans to take 
on foot of the demolition of homes by the Israeli state in view of the recent illegal demolitions 
that have destroyed homes built by the EU and Irish Aid; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38337/20]

26/11/2020WRB02600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The demolition by Israeli au-
thorities of private property is of grave concern. Demolition and confiscation of humanitarian 
assets, including education infrastructure, is contrary to Israel’s obligations under international 
humanitarian law, and in particular the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

I was deeply dismayed to learn of the demolition by Israeli authorities on 3 November of 
more than 70 structures, belonging to 11 Palestinian families in the community of Humsa Al 
Bqai’a located in the northern Jordan Valley. These demolitions include residential, livelihood 
and sanitation facilities.

I issued a statement on these demolitions on 6 November in which I underlined that de-
struction of private property such as this is clearly prohibited under international humanitarian 
law. Israel, as the occupying power, has clear obligations towards members of this community, 
including the 41 children impacted by the demolitions.
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On 6 November, Ireland’s Representative Office in Ramallah visited the site of the demoli-
tions, along with other diplomatic representatives. Ireland, the EU, and the wider humanitarian 
community are ready to support those impacted and the West Bank Protection Consortium, of 
which Ireland is a member, is providing emergency shelter and support to affected families.

While my primary concern is the hardship and injustice that demolitions and confiscations 
cause for Palestinian families, it is important that the question of recompense for humanitar-
ian relief funded by our taxpayers should be pursued. Ireland pursues this issue consistently 
through the West Bank Protection Consortium. It is the practice of the Consortium to raise this 
directly with the Israeli authorities and to date, the Consortium has sought compensation of 
over €625,000 in respect of confiscated or demolished assets.

  Question No. 40 answered with Question No. 6.

26/11/2020WRB02800EU Budgets

26/11/2020WRB0290041. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the interaction he has 
had with his European Council colleagues on the EU budget for 2021 to 2027; and when it will 
receive consent from the Council. [36657/20]

26/11/2020WRB03000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Throughout the negotiations on 
the Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027 and the Next Generation EU Recovery Fund, 
the Minister of State for European Affairs and I have had regular exchanges at the General Af-
fairs Council with our EU counterparts.

Additionally, I have had close, substantive exchanges with EU Commissioner Hahn on the 
special Brexit Adjustment Reserve which was part of the July agreement on the MFF/Next 
Generation EU package. I have highlighted to the Commissioner Ireland’s unique vulnerability 
to Brexit, expected disproportionate impact compared to other MS and the exposure of key sec-
tors of Ireland’s economy to trade with the UK. 

Throughout the MFF negotiations, Ireland’s priorities have been maintaining funding for 
CAP, Cohesion, substantial budgets for programmes including Horizon Europe and Erasmus+; 
and traditional own resources collection costs remaining at 20%, which will help address infra-
structure and other Brexit costs. I am pleased that Ireland’s priorities have largely been reflected 
in the provisional MFF agreement. We have successfully protected CAP funding for Ireland and 
secured a special allocation of €300 million in recognition of the challenges facing our agri-
cultural sector. We have secured a special allocation of €120 million for a new PEACE PLUS 
programme to build a significant fund to further reconciliation and North-South cooperation. 
We have also secured an increase in the share of customs collection costs we can retain and the 
inclusion of the special Brexit Adjustment Reserve in the MFF. 

A proposed compromise agreement on the MFF was reached with the European Parliament 
on 10 November. Since then, agreement on the overall MFF/Next Generation EU package has 
not been achieved due to opposition by a number of MS. The Presidency has our full support in 
its efforts to finalise a swift agreement so that the EU budget and Recovery Fund can be fully 
implemented from January 2021.

26/11/2020WRB03100Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

26/11/2020WRB0320042. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of the on-
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going outstanding requests with the UK Government regarding inquiries into the Dublin and 
Monaghan bombings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37693/20]

26/11/2020WRB03300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): This year marked the 46th an-
niversary of the Dublin and Monaghan bombings of 1974 in which thirty-three were killed 
and hundreds seriously injured, attacks which saw the largest loss of life on a single day in the 
Troubles.

The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin-Monaghan bombings that was adopted by Dáil 
Éireann on 25 May 2016, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, calls on the British Government 
to allow access by an independent, international judicial figure to all original documents relat-
ing to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings. 

The Government is committed to actively pursuing the implementation of these All-Party 
Dáil motions, as highlighted in the Programme for Government, and has consistently raised the 
issue with the British Government, including at the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Confer-
ence. 

We have made clear to our counterparts that the absence of a response from the British 
Government is of deep concern to the Government, and that there remains an urgent need for 
a response. 

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on this request, at 
political and official level, to pursue all possible avenues to achieve progress on this issue until 
a resolution is found.  I raised this issue most recently in my meeting with the Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland on 8 October last in Hillsborough

The Government has also welcomed the announcement by the PSNI on 30 November 2019 
that former Chief Constable Jon Boutcher will head an Independent Police Team to conduct an 
analytical report on collusion in what has become known as the Glenanne Gang series of cases. 
This is very relevant to a number of cases including the Dublin and Monaghan bombings.  The 
Government will be supportive of facilitating this investigation, subject to the requirements of 
the law, as we have other investigative processes in Northern Ireland.

26/11/2020WRB03400Overseas Development Aid

26/11/2020WRB0350043. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if overseas develop-
ment programmes have been hampered by the Covid-19 virus; and if unspent money can be 
carried forward. [37952/20]

26/11/2020WRB03600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): All 
countries have been affected by COVID-19, with low-income countries particularly impacted 
by the need to deal with multiple challenges simultaneously. Ireland, in responding to the global 
impact of the pandemic, has prioritised use of the international development programme to 
reduce the incidence of the virus and mitigate its secondary impacts. This is line with Ireland’s 
commitment to reaching the furthest behind first, as set out in our international development 
policy, A Better World.

Working with a variety of partners – including the WHO, other UN agencies, NGOs and 
partner countries - Ireland has continued to deliver development programmes and humanitar-
ian response throughout the pandemic. Where programmes have been affected, we work with 
partners on a case-by-case basis to offer reasonable adjustments. We have provided partners 
with flexibility, including to reallocate a limited percentage of the grant to respond to emerging 
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local issues. Partners are also able to apply for a no-cost extension to enable unspent funds to 
be carried forward. 

To date, Ireland has allocated over €140 million to the global COVID-19 response, provid-
ing over €50 million to enable our partners respond directly to COVID-19 on the ground, as 
well as fast-tracking roughly €90 million of other funding to partners to help them to mitigate 
the socio-economic impacts of the pandemic.   

26/11/2020WRB03700Legislative Measures

26/11/2020WRB0380044. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to reintroduce 
legislation similar to that of the Control of Economic Activities (Occupied Territories) Bill 
2018. [38242/20]

26/11/2020WRB03900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Occupied Territories Bill 
would not be compatible with EU law, and would not be implementable. This is the clear legal 
advice on this matter. The Government will therefore not be taking it forward. 

As it stands, however, EU law does already make a meaningful distinction between Israel, 
and settlements in occupied territory. This distinction has important practical effects. Since 
settlements are not part of Israel, the EU-Israel Association Agreement does not apply to them. 
This means that different tariffs apply to goods from settlements, and settlements are not eli-
gible for participation in EU-Israel programmes.

Ireland has been vigilant to ensure that EU law in this regard is upheld. For example, in 
2018, Ireland, as an interested Member State, lodged observations in a case which was referred 
to the Court of Justice of the European Union, challenging the implementation of EU rules on 
the labelling of foodstuffs originating from settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory. 

The court’s judgment, issued on 12 November 2019, confirmed that foodstuffs originating 
in territories occupied by the State of Israel, must bear the indication of their territory of origin, 
and when these products originate from an Israeli settlement, this must also be made clear on 
the label. Clear and non-misleading indication of origin for certain goods is an essential part of 
the EU’s consumer policy.

EU law and guidelines on goods from settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory there-
fore, clearly differentiate between settlements on the one hand, and Israel, on the other. As such, 
they are an important part of the EU contribution to the implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 2334. Ireland will maintain its vigilance to ensure full implementation of these laws 
and guidelines.

26/11/2020WRB04000Foreign Conflicts

26/11/2020WRB0410045. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the reason 
for the humanitarian crisis in Yemen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38190/20]

26/11/2020WRB04200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): The 
conflict which began in 2015 is the principal cause of the humanitarian crisis in Yemen, impact-
ing on its capacity to address other serious problems such as flooding, cholera and COVID 19. 
Along with the UN and the EU, Ireland believes that the only way to bring about a long-term 
sustainable improvement in Yemen is through a negotiated end to the conflict. The UN’s repeat-
ed recent warnings of the risk of famine in Yemen underlines the seriousness of the situation 
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there and the urgency that is needed to address it.

Ireland fully supports the efforts of the UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths. We urge all 
parties to the conflict to engage with him without pre-conditions, to enact confidence-building 
measures to secure a sustainable peace, and to allow the people of Yemen to begin to rebuild 
their lives. Ireland also continues to call for full, secure and unimpeded access for humanitarian 
and health workers and supplies to all parts of Yemen, in line with Security Council Resolution 
2532.

This year Ireland has provided €5 million in funding to the UN Yemen Humanitarian Fund, 
which mobilises and channels funding to NGOs and UN agencies that are best placed to deliver 
lifesaving assistance to the most vulnerable. In total, Ireland has contributed over €27 million 
in humanitarian aid to Yemen since 2015.

Ireland also provides significant humanitarian funding at the global level, including to the 
UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). In 2020, the CERF has provided $35 million 
in funding to Yemen. As an EU Member State, Ireland also contributes to the EU response to the 
crisis in Yemen. Since 2015, the EU has allocated €554 million in humanitarian aid to Yemen.

Yemen faces alarming levels of food insecurity and has received less than half of the hu-
manitarian funds requested at the start of this year. My Department will be providing additional 
assistance in the coming weeks.

  Question No. 46 answered with Question No. 13.

  Question No. 47 answered with Question No. 7.

26/11/2020WRC00400Overseas Development Aid

26/11/2020WRC0050048. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will consider 
the possibility of allowing local communities decide the use of a small part of the ODA bud-
get through a democratic consultation process in locations in which a well-structured aid pro-
gramme is in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37953/20]

26/11/2020WRC00600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): Devel-
opment co-operation needs to be people-centric and respond to national priorities. Promoting 
national ownership is one of the key principles of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness. 
Ownership is the best strategy to guarantee that development investments succeed, and has the 
best opportunity of reaching the furthest behind first. 

Ireland’s eleven Embassies in Sub Saharan Africa and our Embassy in Vietnam have re-
sponsibility for managing aid programmes. Each has a strong focus on ensuring that essential 
services including health, education, and social protection are targeted at those who are fur-
thest behind in the poorest communities.  Whilst not working directly at community level, the 
Missions allocate considerable resources to civil society organisations and associations. These 
organisations work closely with communities in service delivery as well as championing the 
rights of citizens. 

A hallmark of many of Ireland’s partner organisations is the adoption of participatory ap-
proaches to working with communities.  The Embassies consult and engage with partners regu-
larly at the planning and implementation phases of their country strategy processes.

In addition, the Department of Foreign Affairs continues to promote the vital role of civil 
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society organisations in developing countries on the international stage- in the EU, the UN and 
OECD. 

The 2020 Peer Review of Ireland’s development cooperation by the OECD Development 
Assistance Committee found that ‘a long-lasting commitment to engaging in partnerships is 
the trademark of Ireland’s development co-operation’, and that ‘partnerships with Irish and lo-
cal civil society organisations (CSOs) are characterised by mutual trust and an open culture of 
substantive and regular dialogue.’ 

We expect our programme partners to continue to develop a dynamic relationship with local 
counterpart organisations and focus on building the local institutional capacity to work effec-
tively with communities. 

26/11/2020WRC00700Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRC0080049. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the latest discussions he 
and his officials have had with his counterparts in Northern Ireland during Covid-19 regarding 
the Border and combating the virus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37692/20]

26/11/2020WRC00900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): There is regular and ongoing 
North-South contact and cooperation on the island in response to COVID-19 at both opera-
tional and political level.  As public health measures are under constant review in both jurisdic-
tions, it is essential to maintain strong North-South collaborative arrangements and, wherever 
possible, consistency of approach.

In April, this cooperation was formalised in a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the 
public health response to the pandemic between the Government and Northern Ireland Execu-
tive by then Minister for Health Simon Harris T.D. and Northern Ireland Minister Robin Swann 
and the two Chief Medical Officers.

With the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Brandon Lewis, I have jointly chaired a 
number of conference calls with the First Minister and deputy First Minister and both Health 
Ministers, to discuss the ongoing response to COVID-19.

At the most recent meeting in this format on 12 October 2020, it was agreed to intensify 
further the regular and ongoing contact between the Government and the Northern Ireland Ex-
ecutive, with the active involvement of the health administrations in both jurisdictions, and to 
take a co-ordinated approach wherever possible to public health measures and messages.  The 
numbers of cases in the second wave, north and south, has brought home again the immense 
importance of coordination and cooperation to address the pandemic. 

Health is one of the formal areas of North-South cooperation under the North South Minis-
terial Council (NSMC), through which the existing strong and enduring relationships between 
health systems and officials on the island of Ireland continue to be strengthened 

The response to Covid-19 on the island was discussed at the NSMC Health and Food Safety 
meeting on 2 October 2020.  Ministers Donnelly and Swann agreed to continue to meet, both 
within the NSMC and outside the formal structures of the Council, to discuss the response to 
the pandemic. In the period ahead, officials from both jurisdictions will continue to exchange 
views to foster commonality in their approach, where possible.

26/11/2020WRC01000Human Rights



Questions - Written Answers

22

26/11/2020WRC0110050. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the measures he is taking 
to address the ongoing political, economic, social and humanitarian crisis in Venezuela; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [38454/20]

26/11/2020WRC01200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I remain deeply concerned by 
the serious and deteriorating political, economic, social and humanitarian crisis in Venezuela. 
The different elements of this crisis are inextricably linked and continue to have a grave impact 
on the people of Venezuela. I am very concerned at recent reports to the UN Human Rights 
Council on the human rights situation there. The COVID-19 pandemic has further exacerbated 
the situation in the country. The mass migration that has occurred as a result of the crisis is also 
impacting on neighbouring countries. By the end of 2020, it is estimated that 6.5 million people 
in total will have left Venezuela arising from the current crisis.  

Ireland has been active in responding to the humanitarian crisis in Venezuela.  Since 2019, 
we have provided almost €2.5m in funding to the UN High Commission for Refugees (UN-
HCR) and the International Rescue Committee (IRC), as well as NGOs responding to the needs 
of migrants and refugees. My Department will be providing additional financial support in the 
coming weeks. 

We work closely with our EU and international partners to seek to ensure a coordinated 
approach to the political crisis in Venezuela, based on our shared democratic, rule of law and 
human rights norms. EU efforts in recent months, which I fully support, have been focused on 
the upcoming Venezuelan legislative elections, scheduled for 6 December, and have sought to 
ensure that the minimum conditions for free, fair and democratic elections could be put in place. 
I am concerned that these conditions have not been met. My Department will be monitoring the 
situation closely in the election and post-election period.

There is a commitment in the Programme for Government to support international efforts 
to achieve a democratic solution to the Venezuelan crisis.  I will continue to support efforts to 
overcome the crisis through a negotiated and peaceful process that fully involves and is owned 
by the people of Venezuela.

26/11/2020WRC01300EU Issues

26/11/2020WRC0140051. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on Ire-
land signing up to the proposed European peace facility; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [29131/20]

26/11/2020WRC01500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The European Peace Facility, 
EPF, is a proposed new funding instrument, which is currently under negotiation by Member 
States.  It is designed to provide the EU with a financing mechanism for a range of Common 
Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) actions. 

The European Council agreed the EPF’s broad parameters in June 2020, including an over-
all financial ceiling of €5 billion over the seven years of the next MFF.  As the EU budget cannot 
finance operations with military or defence implications, the EPF will be off-budget, incorporat-
ing two existing off-budget mechanisms; the Athena Mechanism and the African Peace Facility. 

The first of these, the Athena mechanism, funds common costs for EU-led military crisis 
management missions.  Ireland contributes personnel to three of these missions, all of which 
are authorised by the UN. The UN increasingly relies on regional organisations, including the 
EU and the African Union (AU), to carry out peacekeeping operations and crisis management 
missions mandated by the UN Security Council. For example, the AU leads the UN-mandated 
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mission in Somalia, Amisom, which itself is largely funded by the EU through the African 
Peace Facility, which will also be incorporated into the EPF. 

The EPF will provide continuity while also supporting new initiatives, including allowing 
EU financing of peace support operations outside Africa. In certain circumstances - and with 
strong safeguards - funding from the EPF may be utilised for military equipment, including 
equipment designed to deliver lethal force. Ireland has made clear from the start of the negotia-
tions that we will not fund assistance measures which include lethal weapons. This reflects our 
Programme for Government commitment that ‘Ireland will not be part of decision making or 
funding for lethal force weapons for non-peacekeeping purposes.’ 

Ireland will continue to engage actively in negotiations on the design of the EPF to ensure 
both the inclusion of strong safeguards for any provision of military equipment and that Mem-
ber States can abstain from funding the provision of lethal weapons. 

26/11/2020WRC01600Human Rights

26/11/2020WRC0170052. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position towards plans 
by the Hungarian Government to introduce a series of constitutional amendments that include 
the outlawing of same-sex marriages. [38300/20]

26/11/2020WRC01800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am concerned at proposed 
amendments to Hungary’s Fundamental law, which could have a significant impact on the lives 
and rights of LGBTI+ people in Hungary.  

The principles of equality and non-discrimination are enshrined in the Charter of Funda-
mental Rights of the European Union. It is important that these principles are protected and 
promoted throughout the Union.

Advancing human rights is central to Ireland’s foreign policy. We are committed to promot-
ing the rights of LGBTI+ people, who continue to suffer disproportionate levels of violence and 
discrimination around the world. Ireland continues to support initiatives in the EU and other 
international fora which promote and protect the rights of LGBTI+ people, and which condemn 
violence and discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.Our Embassy 
in Hungary has engaged with senior Hungarian officials in order to seek further clarification 
regarding the proposed changes and other policy areas, and emphasised our strong concerns in 
this area. We will continue this dialogue and ensure that the Hungarian Government is informed 
of Ireland’s own position on these matters and the strong importance that we place on protecting 
and promoting the rights of LGBTI+ people. 

The Embassy has also engaged in a number of meetings with Hungarian NGOs working in 
the area of LGBTI+ rights, both to hear their perspectives on recent developments in Hungary 
and to see how the Embassy can best support their work. These meetings will help the Embassy 
plan further supports.

I would also like to note that we welcome the recent publication of the European Commis-
sion’s first ever strategy for LGBTIQ equality, which sets out a number of targeted actions – 
including legal and funding measures. 

We will continue to work both bilaterally and at the EU level to promote and protect the 
rights of LGBTI+ people across the EU and beyond.

  Question No. 53 answered with Question No. 10.
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  Question No. 54 answered with Question No. 7.

26/11/2020WRC02100Brexit Negotiations

26/11/2020WRC0220055. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the current position 
in regard to the Brexit negotiations, with particular reference to the issues of most sensitive im-
portance to this country in terms of readily available unimpeded transport facilities to European 
markets; the extent to which any agreement has been reached between the EU and the UK with 
adequate protection for Irish and European interests; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38274/20]

26/11/2020WRC02300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland is working, as a Member 
of the EU27, to ensure that any Future Relationship agreement between the EU and the UK in 
the area of transport connectivity delivers to the full ambition of the EU’s negotiating mandate. 

On road transport in particular, as an island nation and the only EU Member State whose 
physical connection to the Single Market has a large dependence on transit through the UK, 
transport issues are especially important for us. Ireland’s unique geographic position was recog-
nised in the EU’s negotiating mandate and it is our view that it should be taken into account in 
any arrangements agreed in the negotiations. 

Workable road transport arrangements are important not only because of our unique geo-
graphic situation but also because of the importance of such arrangements to the all-island 
economy.  

We must however also be clear that what is possible to achieve in this area will also be de-
termined by the UK’s level of ambition and respect for the EU’s red lines. 

Post transition, operators will still be able to move goods via the Landbridge but the way 
they use the Landbridge will change.  This includes undertaking a number of new administra-
tive steps in Ireland, Great Britain and at the port of re-entry. Details of these new steps can be 
found on our website - GOV.IE/Brexit.   

Ireland has undertaken substantial engagements at political and official level across the EU 
to ensure EU goods moving under transit are not subject to additional and unnecessary checks 
and controls.  In particular, we have worked with our French, Belgian and Dutch counterparts.  
The overarching aim has been to ensure that, once the correct paperwork is in place, the nec-
essary controls are completed and transit goods should be “green-lighted” to leave the Port. 
Physical checks will only be necessary where the authorities suspect non-compliance. It is 
therefore vital that operators undertake all the necessary steps.

The process for moving goods on direct routes between Ireland and other EU Member 
States will not be subject to any new procedures.  Additional capacity on direct routes between 
Ireland and the EU has been added throughout 2020, including Cork – Zeebrugge, Dublin – 
Santander, Waterford – Rotterdam, Rosslare – Bilbao and Rosslare – Roscoff, and there will 
be further increases in capacity in 2021.  The assessment of the Department of Transport and 
the Irish Maritime Development Office, which issued an updated analysis on capacity on direct 
maritime routes to Continental Europe in October, is that there is sufficient capacity available 
on direct routes to accommodate displaced Landbridge traffic.  Traders should consider switch-
ing to these routes ahead of the end of the transition period to avoid the need to implement new 
procedures, as well as to avoid the likely delays and blockages at UK ports. 

  Question No. 56 answered with Question No. 13.
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26/11/2020WRC02500Foreign Conflicts

26/11/2020WRC0260057. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his response to Turkish in-
terference in the affairs of the island of Cyprus, and the calls by the Turkish President Erdogan 
for a two-state solution on the island. [38302/20]

26/11/2020WRC02700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The opening of the fenced-off 
area in Varosha, and the recent statements of President Erdogan advocating a two-state solution 
to the Cyprus problem, are backward steps that simply add to tensions in the region.  Such ac-
tions and statements are particularly regrettable given the ongoing attempts to create the space 
for dialogue and to resume negotiations for a comprehensive settlement.  Ireland and the EU are 
clear that the only viable solution remains reunification of the island, based on a bi-zonal and 
bi-communal federation, with political equality, as set out in the relevant UN Security Council 
resolutions. 

The recent actions and remarks of Turkey on Cyprus also come at a time when Turkey is 
continuing its activities in the Cypriot Exclusive Economic Zone and the wider Eastern Medi-
terranean. Ireland has consistently called on Turkey to show restraint, respect the sovereign 
rights of Cyprus and Greece and refrain from actions that infringe on international law and risk 
the stability and security of the region. Ireland continues to stand in full solidarity with Cyprus 
and Greece on this issue. 

Ireland is deeply disappointed that Turkey has not taken advantage of the European Coun-
cil’s recent offer of a positive EU-Turkey political agenda, if it were to cease its illegal activities 
with regard to Cyprus and Greece, and has instead continued to indulge in provocative actions. 
While our hope remains that these issues can be resolved through dialogue, if Turkish behav-
iour does not change, it is clear that further restrictive measures must be on the table at the 
December European Council. 

In terms of the wider EU-Turkey relationship, I would like to see a more stable and con-
structive relationship develop in the future, particularly given the importance of the relation-
ship to issues such as migration, security and the economy. This would benefit both the EU and 
Turkey. However, this very much depends on Turkish behaviour, both in terms of its domestic 
situation and its attitude towards its neighbours.

26/11/2020WRC02800Human Rights

26/11/2020WRC0290058. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on 
the situation in Belarus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37906/20]

26/11/2020WRC03000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am very concerned by devel-
opments in Belarus, which continue to deteriorate. We have seen mass and indiscriminate de-
tentions, including of children, violence against peaceful protesters, evidence of torture and 
ill-treatment of detainees, including reports of sexual abuse, internet shutdowns and curbs on 
media freedoms. 

UN Special Rapporteurs have highlighted continued violations of children’s rights and the 
persecution of women human rights defenders in the country. Ireland shares their concerns and 
we will continue to raise our voice on the appalling human rights situation in international set-
tings.

Despite large-scale peaceful protests, members of the political opposition have been threat-
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ened, harassed, detained and forced into exile. We have also seen loss of life, including the 
recent death of a peaceful protester in police custody which was needless and shameful.

Ireland and the EU have repeatedly condemned the use of violence by the Belarusian au-
thorities against their own people. We sent a firm message through the imposition of targeted 
sanctions against key figures in Belarus. So far 55 individuals have been sanctioned, including 
Lukashenko himself, and we stand ready to go further.

However, sanctions are just one element of a broader response. A review of EU-Belarus 
relations is underway and we will continue to work with our EU partners on redirecting EU 
funds towards Belarusian civil society and away from the authorities. Ireland has also commit-
ted €50,000 for two projects in Belarus through the European Endowment for Democracy that 
aim to protect human rights and media freedoms. 

EU Foreign Ministers remain firmly engaged in trying to bring about a peaceful and demo-
cratic resolution to the crisis. We will continue to press the Belarusian authorities to end their 
campaign of violence against the Belarusian people, to unconditionally release those unjustly 
detained and to respect their international commitments.    

We are unwavering in our support for the Belarusian people in their clear and simple de-
mands that their elections to be free and fair and that their basic human rights be respected.

26/11/2020WRC03100EU Issues

26/11/2020WRC0320059. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to ensure 
adequate inputs from the Houses of the Oireachtas and civil society organisations in Ireland in 
relation to the proposed EU strategy for Africa; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37957/20]

26/11/2020WRC03300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU is committed to agreeing 
a renewed, comprehensive partnership with Africa at the EU-African Union Summit in 2021.

A more effective EU-Africa partnership is an objective of the Government’s Africa Strategy 
and Ireland has actively engaged in the work undertaken to prepare a new EU-Africa partner-
ship.

Minister Coveney called for an ambitious EU approach to the partnership at the Foreign Af-
fairs Council in December 2019, a theme which he articulated in bilateral discussions with both 
EU and African partners.  He was active in discussions on the EU-Africa partnership at Foreign 
Affairs Councils in February and September this year.

At a discussion of EU Development Ministers in September, I addressed the Team Europe 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the EU’s support for the furthest behind in Africa. 
Building on this work, the European Council identified priority areas for cooperation with Af-
rica in October.

The Government welcomes engagement of the Oireachtas on this critical EU partnership. 
Minister Coveney met with the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence on 12 No-
vember to discuss issues on the agenda of the Foreign Affairs Council, including Africa. On 20 
October, the Dáil had an opportunity to debate the European Council discussion of EU-Africa 
relations.

The perspectives of civil society partners is very important. The European Commission 
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engaged with civil society, including CONCORD Europe, representing 2,600 NGOs, including 
Dóchas -the  Irish association of development NGOs - when setting out a new partnership with 
Africa earlier this year.

The Department of Foreign Affairs maintains ongoing engagement with civil society part-
ners. Recent instances include civil society partners’ participation in the Government’s National 
Task Team on Rural Africa, which advanced Ireland’s potential contribution to a significant 
strand of the EU-Africa partnership. Minister Coveney discussed the EU-Africa partnership 
with civil society last month at a conference of the Irish Forum for International Agricultural 
Development. These are in addition to regular policy discussions at official level through Dó-
chas.

  Questions Nos. 60 to 71, inclusive, answered orally.

26/11/2020WRD00300Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

26/11/2020WRD0040072. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Finance the status of the legal issues 
that have arisen following a court case in respect of primary medical certificates; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37826/20]

26/11/2020WRD0050074. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance when changes to the dis-
abled drivers and passengers scheme will come into effect; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39214/20]

26/11/2020WRD00600103. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Finance when the HSE will be in a posi-
tion to resume issuing primary medical certificates in the context of the disabled drivers tax 
concession scheme, which was halted in 2020 as a result of a Supreme Court ruling; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [38317/20]

26/11/2020WRD00700124. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Finance when the issue with regard to 
disabled drivers and passengers obtaining a primary medical certificate will be resolved; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33171/20]

26/11/2020WRD00800151. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance the progress being made in 
ensuring that persons can once again access a primary medical certificate to access the disabled 
drivers and passengers scheme; when the amendment is likely to be passed; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37717/20]

26/11/2020WRD00900195. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend the Dis-
abled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36130/20]

26/11/2020WRD01000205. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance the position on the review being 
carried out of the primary medical certificate; when it will be completed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39279/20]

26/11/2020WRD01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 72, 
74, 103, 124, 151, 195 and 205 together.

The Disabled Drivers & Disabled Passengers Scheme provides relief from VRT and VAT on 
the purchase and use of an adapted car, as well as an exemption from motor tax and an annual 
fuel grant. The cost of the scheme in 2019, excluding motor tax, was €72m. 

The Scheme is open to severely and permanently disabled persons as a driver or as a pas-
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senger and also to certain organisations. In order to qualify for relief an organisation must be 
entered in the register of charitable organisations under Part 3 of the Charities Act 2009, be en-
gaged in the transport of disabled persons and whose purpose is to provide services to persons 
with disabilities.

In order to qualify for relief the applicant must hold a Primary Medical Certificate (PMC) 
issued by the relevant Senior Area Medical Officer (SAMO) or a Board Medical Certificate 
(BMC) issued by the Disabled Driver Medical Board of Appeal. Certain other criteria apply in 
relation to the vehicle and its use, including that the vehicle must be specially constructed or 
adapted for use by the applicant.  

The terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 
1994 set out the medical criteria, and that one or more of these criteria is required to be satisfied 
in order to obtain a PMC.

A Supreme Court decision of 18th June found in favour of two appellants against the Dis-
abled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal’s refusal to grant them a PMC. The judgement found 
that the medical criteria set out in the Regulations did not align with the regulation making 
mandate given in the primary legislation to further define criteria for ‘severely and permanently 
disabled’ persons.

On foot of the legal advice received, it became clear that it was appropriate to revisit the 
six medical criteria set out in Regulation 3 of Statutory Instrument 353 of 1994 for these as-
sessments. In such circumstances, PMC assessments were discontinued until a revised basis for 
such assessments could be established. The medical officers who are responsible for conducting 
PMC assessments need to have assurance that the decisions they make are based on clear crite-
ria set out in legislation. While Regulation 3 of Statutory Instrument No. 353 of 1994 was not 
deemed to be invalid, nevertheless it was found to be inconsistent with the mandate provided in 
Section 92 of the Finance Act 1989.

In order to allow for the PMC assessments to recommence I brought forward a committee 
stage amendment to the Finance Bill to provide for the existing medical criteria in primary 
legislation. When the Bill is enacted, this will allow for assessments to recommence in circum-
stances where the legal basis for such assessments is clarified.  

I consider this to be an interim solution only. While I am very aware of the importance of 
this scheme to those who benefit from it, I am also aware of the disquiet expressed by members 
of this house and others in respect of the difficulties around access to the scheme. With this in 
mind I have asked my officials to undertake a comprehensive review of the scheme, to include 
a broader review of mobility supports for persons with disabilities, and on foot of that review to 
bring forward proposals for consideration.

Question No. 73 answered orally.

  Question No. 74 answered with Question No. 72.

26/11/2020WRD01500Economic Data

26/11/2020WRD0160075. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
remains satisfied that Ireland’s economy remains robust and stable when compared to other 
economies across Europe, within the eurozone and without; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39138/20]
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26/11/2020WRD01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic earlier this year and the restrictions introduced to suppress the virus led to an unprecedented 
contraction of global economic activity. Lockdown restrictions saw the Irish economy contract 
by 6 per cent in the second quarter - the largest quarterly decline on record.

This figure was at the lower-end in a European context, with GDP declining by -20 per cent 
in the UK and -12 per cent in the euro area respectively. However, Ireland’s GDP was boosted 
by a surge in exports of pharmaceuticals, and masks a very sharp hit to the domestic economy. 
By contrast, domestic demand declined by -16 per cent in the second quarter, a figure that is 
more in line with the contractions seen in other countries. 

As restrictions were lifted over the summer, however, the economy showed signs of re-
covery. The unemployment rate, which peaked at 30 per cent in April, declined to 16 per cent 
in September. Similarly, retail sales, which collapsed in April, surged in May and June, with 
activity remaining above the pre-pandemic level since then. The lifting of restrictions in other 
European countries also resulted in rebounds in economic activity, with GDP growth of around 
16 and 13 per cent recorded in the UK and euro area in the third quarter. 

At the time of Budget 2021, my Department forecast a decline in GDP of -2½ per cent this 
year, with domestic demand projected to fall by 6 per cent. These projections assumed that 
targeted measures would be introduced in response to any increase in the Covid-19 infection 
rate; crucially, that there would not be a second national lockdown. However, the recent move 
to level 5 of the Plan for Living with Covid-19 means that the contraction of the economy this 
year is likely to be more severe than anticipated. This is by no means out of line with the experi-
ence of other European countries. Recent increases in Covid-19 cases have seen the introduc-
tion of additional restrictions in the UK and euro area, with GDP declines of -10 and -8 per cent 
respectively forecast by the European Commission for this year. 

26/11/2020WRD01800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRD0190076. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in coun-
ties Longford and Westmeath that have qualified for support under the Covid restrictions sup-
port scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39185/20]

26/11/2020WRD02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Covid Restrictions Support 
Scheme (CRSS) announced in the Budget on 13 October 2020 is a targeted support for busi-
nesses significantly impacted by restrictions introduced by the Government under public health 
regulations to combat the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.  CRSS will supplement the existing 
supports available under the COVID Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and the Em-
ployment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS).

The CRSS is aimed at businesses which, because of specific terms of the restrictions intro-
duced by Government, are required to prohibit or significantly restrict customers from access-
ing their business premises, with the result that the business must temporarily close or operate 
from their premises at a significantly reduced level.  The details of the scheme are set out in 
Finance Bill 2020 and guidelines on the operation of the scheme, including the eligibility crite-
ria, are available on the Revenue website.

As I mentioned earlier in response to a question from Deputy Cowen, the registration sys-
tem for CRSS was released by Revenue on 1 November 2020. Up to 26 November 2020, 
10,200 businesses have registered for CRSS in respect of 11,100 business premises. A further 
3,700 applications are currently being processed by Revenue. 
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In relation to the number of business premises registered for the specific Counties mentioned 
by the Deputy, the numbers (rounded to the nearest 100) as at 23 November are as follows;

Longford – 100

  Westmeath – 200 

  Eligible businesses registered for CRSS, which carry on a business activity from a business 
premises located in a region that is subject to COVID-19 related restrictions, can now make 
a claim for payment under the CRSS via the eRepayments system through Revenue’s Online 
System (ROS), where they satisfy the qualification criteria for the scheme.  

CRSS applies as regards restrictions in place from 13 October 2020 and eligible businesses 
that have been subject to restrictions since that date may make a claim covering the period from 
13 October 2020 up to the expected end day of the current restrictions, which is 1 December 
2020.  One payment will be made to eligible businesses covering this restrictions period, with 
payments made by Revenue within 3 days of the submission of a qualifying claim. Up to 26 No-
vember 2020, Revenue has processed €51.6 million CRSS payments relating to 8,200 premises 
with €50.0 million of this processed for payment already.

I am informed by Revenue that information on payments made on a County by County 
basis will be published on the Revenue website shortly, once the relevant data is available and 
validated by Revenue.

  Question No. 77 answered with Question No. 65.

26/11/2020WRD02200Departmental Strategy Statements

26/11/2020WRD0230078. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Finance the innovations he plans for the 
upcoming statement of strategy of his Department. [36171/20]

26/11/2020WRD02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In accordance with the provisions of 
the Public Service Management Act 1997, my Department is currently preparing its Statement 
of Strategy for the period 2021-2023. The development of the new Statement of Strategy will 
reflect the objectives as set out in the Programme for Government. When finalised, it will serve 
as a framework for, and guide to, the business planning, resource allocation and risk manage-
ment processes in the Department over the next three years.

In recent years, there has been significant reform and innovation in the Public Service. 
These changes continue to deliver improved services and cost effectiveness across a range of 
themes such as digital government, public procurement and shared services. Considerable re-
forms have been implemented to Ireland’s budgetary framework. The new approach is intended 
to permit a more open budgetary process, allow stronger dialogue with the Dáil on key elements 
and facilitate the continued central role of Government in the development of budgetary pro-
posals, consistent with the maintenance of stable public finances.

My Department plays a central role in the achievement of the Government’s economic, fis-
cal and financial goals. The macroeconomic, fiscal and financial implications of having to live 
with the implications of Covid-19 will frame all aspects of the Statement of Strategy and will 
inform all of the key challenges and opportunities within our operating environment.   

Through this Strategy, my Department will implement policies to support economic sta-
bilisation and fiscal sustainability and will shape banking and financial services policy for a 
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modern vibrant economy that supports innovation and sustainability. 

My Department also has a significant role in EU and international matters, carrying out a 
broad range of activities as well as international outreach. Development and implementation of 
strategies at EU/Euro area level and internationally in relation to economic, fiscal and financial 
policy formulation will feature in the new Statement of Strategy objectives. Since the onset of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the management of this aspect of my Department’s remit has allowed 
my Department to pursue innovative initiatives which we will continue to enhance under the 
new Statement of Strategy.

I understand that the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform recently published 
an innovation strategy for the Public Service and hosted an innovation strategy workshop to 
provide guidance on incorporating innovation into the Statements of Strategy of Government 
Departments. The guidance provided in this new innovation strategy will help us in continuing 
to grow innovation across Government Departments.  

26/11/2020WRD02500Credit Unions

26/11/2020WRD0260079. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to a situation whereby a credit union (details supplied) has removed its death grant and refused 
to reinstate the grant despite a motion passed at the AGM in 2019. [39152/20]

26/11/2020WRD02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank have informed me 
that credit unions may participate in Death Benefit Insurance schemes whereby a payment, 
intended to assist with funeral expenses, is made following the death of a member. The Death 
Benefit Insurance is provided by insurance undertakings. Some credit unions discharge some or 
all of the cost of the insurance on behalf of their members, while other credit unions have ad-
opted a member pay approach. Central Bank credit union regulations do not place any specific 
requirements on credit unions that participate in Death Benefit Insurance schemes.

It is a commercial decision for individual credit unions to determine whether they decide 
to offer Death Benefit Insurance or indeed whether they decide to discontinue providing the 
service.  

The Credit Union Act, 1997 is silent on withdrawal of services or the notice to be provided 
to members by credit unions before the withdrawal of services. The Registry of Credit Unions 
expects credit unions to communicate with their members in a clear and transparent manner, 
including in circumstances where they intend to amend or discontinue an existing service. The 
Registry of Credit Unions also expects credit unions to give reasonable notice to affected mem-
bers in such circumstances.

On motions made at general meetings, while Part V of the 1997 Act sets out provisions relat-
ing to meetings and resolutions, it is silent on motions moved at general meetings. 

As Minister for Finance, I recognise the important role of credit unions as a volunteer co-
operative movement and the Government is determined to continue to support a strengthened 
and growing credit union movement. However, I have no role in the provision of Death Benefit 
Insurance by credit unions. 

26/11/2020WRD02800Tax Reliefs

26/11/2020WRD0290080. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Finance the tax, VAT and excise reliefs 
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and exemptions that currently exist in Irish tax law for armed forces from another state; the 
estimated cost of these reliefs and exemptions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39217/20]

26/11/2020WRD03000146. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the engage-
ment he made at a European Council level in the approval of Directive (EU) 2019/2235; if he 
opposed the reliefs for NATO and EU CSDP troops based outside their home states contained 
in that directive; if he sought a derogation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39216/20]

26/11/2020WRD03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 80 
and 146 together.

Although there are currently no measures in Irish VAT or Excise legislation that relate to 
reliefs for armed forces from another state, there are provisions in EU VAT and Excise legisla-
tion that are applicable notwithstanding that the measures have not been transposed into Irish 
legislation. 

In respect of VAT, the provision in question is Article 151(1)(d) of the VAT Directive. This 
provides that the supply of goods or services to another Member State shall be zero-rated for 
VAT purposes where that supply is intended for the use of armed forces of any state party to 
NATO other than the Member State of destination itself.  Such supplies include supplies to 
messes and canteens.  VAT is a self-assessed tax and it is not known if any supplies have been 
zero rated on the basis of this provision. Supplies to other Member States and exports to third 
countries are generally zero rated in any case. 

In respect of Excise, the provision in question is Article 12 (1)(c) of the General Excise Di-
rective. This provides that excise goods, which relates to alcohol, tobacco and mineral oil prod-
ucts, shall be exempted from payment of excise when they are intended to be used by the armed 
forces of any state party to NATO when based in an EU Member State, other than the armed 
forces of the EU Member State itself.  As liability to excise duty arises when excise goods are 
released for consumption in the State and as no armed forces of another State have been based 
here at any time, the question of the use of this provision has not arisen. 

Both the VAT and the Excise provisions mentioned have been in place since 1993 and are 
already applicable to Ireland.  Measures to transpose these provisions have been included in Fi-
nance Bill 2020 as Ireland has a legal requirement to ensure that our national legislation on VAT 
and Excise is correctly aligned with the EU Directives.  This is notwithstanding the fact that 
there is no change to the constitutional provisions relating to armed forces which effectively 
prohibit foreign forces being based or maintained within the State.  These measures relate to 
the VAT and Excise treatment of supplies only and do not impact on Ireland’s policy of military 
neutrality or any other policy in relation to defence.

A further Council Directive which was enacted in 2019, Council Directive 2019 / 2235, 
contains a number of measures in respect of EU defence efforts which will take effect from 1 
July 2022 and will be binding on all EU Member States, including Ireland.   The purpose of 
these measures is to align the VAT and Excise treatment for EU forces, undertaking a common 
defence effort under the common security and defence policy of the EU, to the current VAT and 
Excise treatment in place for NATO forces. The transposition of these measures into Irish leg-
islation is also included in Finance Bill 2020.  These provisions will have an extremely limited 
application, if any, and will not give rise to any cost to the exchequer.  

As these articles do not impact on Ireland’s neutrality I did not seek a derogation for Ireland.
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26/11/2020WRD03200Economic Policy

26/11/2020WRD0330081. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the status of measures being taken 
to encourage more companies to adopt recommendations made by the task force on climate-
related financial disclosures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38073/20]

26/11/2020WRD03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): With Government backing since 2012, 
Ireland has long recognised the importance of sustainable finance for increasing economic ac-
tivity, employment creation and ensuring that the necessary environmental safeguards area de-
veloped and implemented in Ireland and globally.

As a result, we have been strongly supportive of sustainable finance initiatives at EU and 
wider international levels. Following the launch of the European Commission’s Action Plan 
on Financing Sustainable Growth in March 2018, we have witnessed significant progress at 
EU level in the area of sustainable finance, with Ireland engaging constructively on the related 
legislative proposals.  For example, I was delighted that Ireland was amongst a handful of loca-
tions to host a virtual workshop during the summer on the EU Renewed Strategy for Sustain-
able Financial Services with leading Irish companies, academics and EU Commission officials.

Progress on the Taxonomy Regulation and the Disclosures Regulation, which aims to re-
move barriers to advancing sustainable goals, will be the cornerstone of the EU’s sustainable 
finance regulatory architecture and this represents a significant step in ensuring that the EU and 
Ireland will be key players in sustainable finance in the years ahead. For example, the new Dis-
closure Framework, which is to apply from March of 2021, will provide greater transparency 
and enable end-investors to compare different financial products in terms of their environmen-
tal impact. The application of the Taxonomy Regulation in particular, which will establish a 
harmonised classification system for environmentally sustainable activities, is essential in this 
regard. 

However, there are also important pieces of the jigsaw yet to be completed and these will be 
essential to achieve maximum value from the new sustainable finance regime. In particular, the 
lack of reliable and agreed climate-related and environmental data is currently a key challenge 
for financial market participants, as the availability of, and accessibility to, high quality and 
reliable ESG (Environmental and Social Governance) data remains a prerequisite for enabling 
investors to make well informed and sustainability informed decisions.  

The recommendations of the Taskforce on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD), 
which seeks to develop consistent climate-related risk disclosures for use by companies, are 
very important in this regard, representing best practice for companies, opening up access to 
more sustainable pools of growth capital, meanwhile addressing the needs of investors for 
greater transparency. The Government welcomes the adoption of the TCFD by those corporates 
who are already engaged with the taskforce and it is actively encouraging greater take up as 
more Irish firms look to accelerate and scale their own climate transition plans. For example, 
Action 29 of the Ireland for Finance Action Plan 2020, Sustainable Finance Skillnet supports 
the development of several sub-sector focused sustainable finance skills development pro-
grammes across banking, insurance and asset management by building a suite of programmes 
focused on a number of aspects including TCFD disclosure. It is expected that the upcoming 
Ireland for Finance Action Plan 2021 will build upon this further.

Similarly, we are very supportive of the work of the European Commission through the 
ongoing revision of the Non-Financial Reporting Directive, which also seeks to address issues 
in relation to ESG data reporting.
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26/11/2020WRD03500Motor Insurance

26/11/2020WRD0360082. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement reforms 
in view of the increasing cost of car insurance premiums; the latest discussions his Department 
has had on this issue; the persons or bodies the issue was discussed with; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37718/20]

26/11/2020WRD03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note that 
neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can direct the pricing of insurance products, as this 
is a commercial matter, nor can we compel any insurer operating in the Irish market to provide 
cover.  This position is reinforced by the EU Single Market framework for insurance (the Sol-
vency II Directive), which expressly prohibits Member States from doing so.

Nonetheless, I can assure the Deputy that insurance reform is a key policy priority for this 
Government. In terms of motor insurance specifically, I would note that figures from both the 
Central Statistics Office and National Claims Information Database have shown that average 
premium prices have declined in recent years. Nonetheless, there is still a need for reforms to 
ensure that premiums also reduce and stabilise for other insurance products, in particular those 
of interest to businesses, including SMEs, such as employer and public liability insurance.

There are a number of areas that require reform and this is why making progress on these 
will require a ‘whole-of-Government’ approach. This is recognised in the Programme for Gov-
ernment, which lays out commitments that are aimed at addressing consumer and business 
concerns on the cost of insurance.  These include increasing transparency; reviewing duty of 
care legislation; looking at how to further enhance the role of the Personal Injuries Assess-
ment Board; minimising the scope for questionable claims; and increasing market competition. 
Implementation of this ambitious agenda has commenced and will be a key issue for myself 
and Minister of State Fleming, as well other members of Cabinet, especially those that will be 
working on this issue through the recently established Cabinet Committee on Economic Recov-
ery and Investment’s Sub-Group on Insurance Reform. This Sub-Group is currently working on 
an Action Plan for Insurance Reform and it is our intention to have it published before the end 
of the year. This will lay out the specific actions and timelines for implementation, and who is 
responsible for doing so.

In terms of the discussions my Department has had on this issue, Minister of State Fleming 
and I have held a number of meetings with key stakeholders in recent months. These include 
bilateral meetings with the Alliance for Insurance Reform and Insurance Ireland.  Most recently 
as part of a comprehensive engagement on the Government’s new insurance reform agenda, 
Minister of State Fleming concluded meetings with the eight largest non-life insurers in the 
Irish market, the Law Society, the Bar Council, Brokers Ireland, and the Motor Insurers’ Bureau 
of Ireland. These meetings are in addition to those with other Government entities, as well as 
numerous inter-Departmental working group meetings on the issue of insurance reform in ad-
vance of the publication of the aforementioned Action Plan for Insurance Reform. 

26/11/2020WRD03800Tax Reliefs

26/11/2020WRD0390083. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance the engagement he has had 
with chambers of commerce and an organisation (details supplied) regarding personal tax li-
abilities for employees resident in Ireland but who work in Northern Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36710/20]

26/11/2020WRD04000137. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider regularis-
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ing the temporary relief granted by the Revenue Commissioners to cross-Border workers in 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic with respect to section 825A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997; if he will consider further tax measures to facilitate cross-Border workers in the future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39228/20]

26/11/2020WRD04100201. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider regularis-
ing the temporary relief granted by the Revenue Commissioners to cross-Border workers in 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic with respect to section 825A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
2005; if he will consider further tax measures to facilitate cross-Border workers in the future; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39236/20]

26/11/2020WRD04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 83, 
137 and 201 together.

I am aware of the matter raised by the Deputies and can advise that my officials have been 
in touch with their counterparts in Northern Ireland on the matter and that I have exchanged 
correspondence with the Cross-Border Workers Coalition.

In the case of a person who lives in Ireland but who works in another jurisdiction, the gen-
eral tax position is that, as an Irish resident, they would be subject to Irish tax on their world-
wide income from any source, including the employment exercised outside of the State.  At the 
same time, the employment may also be subject to tax in the country in which the work is car-
ried out.  In accordance with general principles of international tax, where instances of double 
taxation arise on the same income, relief against Irish tax may be claimed by way of a credit for 
any foreign tax already paid, subject to the terms of any applicable Double Taxation Agreement 
(DTA).  Unilateral relief may also be available in certain circumstances under domestic Irish 
legislation.

In the case of a person who lives in the State but who works in Northern Ireland, the terms 
of the Ireland/UK DTA provide for relief by allowing the Irish resident to claim a credit for the 
UK tax paid against any Irish tax that may be due on the same income.

The relief referred to by the Deputies is in addition to the above, and may apply, subject to 
certain conditions, where a person lives in Ireland but works wholly outside of the State.  

I would advise the Deputies that this relief applies not only to persons with a UK based em-
ployment, but also for employments in the EU and DTA-network regions in compliance with 
Ireland’s treaty obligations.  It therefore has broader application beyond the Northern Ireland 
issues raised.

The conditions for this Trans-Border relief are set out in section 825A of the Taxes Consoli-
dation Act, 1997.  In general, in order to qualify for this relief the individual must:

- Be tax resident in Ireland;

- work in a country that Ireland has a Double Taxation Agreement with in an employment 
held for a continuous period of 13 weeks in the year;

- the employment duties must be wholly exercised outside of the State with none performed 
in the State, save for duties considered incidental to the foreign employment;

- have paid tax in the other country and are not due a refund of the tax; and

- be present in Ireland for at least one day for every week they work abroad.

Where the Trans-Border relief applies in the case of an Irish resident who works in the UK, 
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it operates in such a way that only UK tax is charged on the employment income and there is 
no charge to Irish tax on the same income.  Any additional Irish tax that may be due is foregone 
under the domestic Irish legislation.  

This tax relief is not normally available for Irish residents who work from home in Ireland.  
However, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, Revenue have confirmed that if employees are 
required to work from home in the State due to COVID-19, such days spent working at home 
in the State will not preclude an individual from being entitled to claim this relief, provided all 
other conditions of the relief are met.

The flexibility being shown in the context of the pandemic should not be confused with the 
overall operation of the measure which requires that a person works outside the State and pays 
tax in the other jurisdiction in order to qualify for the relief.

In the event that the existing arrangements were to be revisited and done so specifically 
for Northern Ireland border workers, a number of issues could arise including in relation to 
equity between Irish residents in respect of employments carried out in Ireland, the competi-
tive position of Irish employers, concerns regarding the potential for double non-taxation and 
established principles of international tax.

Any such consideration would also need to be examined in the overall context of Ireland’s 
EU membership, noting that it would likely not be possible for Ireland to give preferential 
treatment to UK based employments or Northern Ireland based employments only without also 
giving similar treatment to other EU Member States or DTA jurisdictions. 

As is the case with all taxation matters, this position will be kept under review especially in 
the context of Brexit.  However, I would assure the Deputies that in circumstances where this 
relief does not apply, relief for foreign tax may be applicable in the normal course set out above.

26/11/2020WRD04300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRD0440084. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance his plans to extend 
the eligibility criteria for the Covid restrictions support scheme, CRSS, in order that it can be 
accessed by sole traders and small businesses such as taxi drivers, artists, musicians and live 
entertainment workers that do not have public facing premises; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39234/20]

26/11/2020WRD04500106. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review the Covid 
restrictions support scheme in view of the number of businesses that are not eligible for the 
scheme despite being severely impacted by Covid-19 restrictions. [39188/20]

26/11/2020WRD04600111. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance the status of the operation of the 
Covid restrictions support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39190/20]

26/11/2020WRD04700133. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Finance if he has considered the ex-
clusion of travel agents from the CRSS scheme under level 3 restrictions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37043/20]

26/11/2020WRD04800134. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance if the Covid restrictions 
support scheme will be expanded to include businesses such as travel agents that have seen 
significant reductions in turnover as a result of Covid-19 but are currently only eligible for the 
Covid restrictions support scheme while under level 4 and 5 restrictions; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39151/20]
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26/11/2020WRD04900145. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the reason he has ex-
cluded sole traders and small businesses like taxi drivers, artists, musicians and live entertain-
ment workers who do not have public-facing premises from accessing the Covid restrictions 
support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39231/20]

26/11/2020WRD05000196. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Finance the reason the CRSS, in accordance 
with section 4.2.4, specifically excludes those wholesalers supplying goods to the hospitality 
and catering industry from the scheme given such wholesalers’ business has dramatically de-
creased directly in line with those in the hospitality and catering industry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34977/20]

26/11/2020WRD05100206. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance the advice he can provide on 
a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39316/20]

26/11/2020WRD05200207. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will address the limitation 
of the Covid restrictions support scheme, which requires companies to have a fixed premises 
and, as a direct result, excludes many businesses in the events industry, artists, taxi drivers and 
others from availing of the scheme; the options available to these companies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39325/20]

26/11/2020WRD05300208. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Finance if he will amend the Covid restric-
tions support scheme to include destination management companies for inbound travel (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39342/20]

26/11/2020WRD05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 84, 
106, 111, 133, 134, 145, 196, 206, 207 and 208 together.

The Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) was announced in the Budget on 13 Oc-
tober 2020. The details are set out in Finance Bill 2020 and guidelines on the operation of the 
scheme, including the eligibility criteria, are available on the Revenue website: (https://www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/budget-information/2021/crss-guidelines.pdf).  

The support is available to companies and self-employed individuals who carry on a trade 
or trading activities from a business premises located in a region subject to restrictions, intro-
duced in line with the Living with Covid-19 Plan, with the result that the business is required to 
prohibit or considerably restrict customers from accessing their business premises.  Generally, 
this refers to Covid restrictions at Level 3, 4 or 5 of the Government’s Plan for Living with 
Covid-19 but certain businesses may qualify for the support where lower levels of restrictions 
are in operation.

The CRSS applies to businesses carrying on trading activities from a business premises lo-
cated in a region subject to restrictions, which requires the business to prohibit or considerably 
restrict customers from accessing their business premises and as a result, is operating at less 
than 25% of turnover in 2019.

Where a business does not ordinarily operate from a fixed business premises located in a 
region that is subject to restrictions, such as an events company or destination management 
company, that business will not meet the eligibility criteria. Similarly artists, musicians, taxi 
drivers and live entertainment workers are not eligible.

The CRSS is targeted at businesses whose premises are affected by the restrictions.  It is 
not sufficient that the trade of a business, such as a travel agency, has been impacted because 
of a reduction in customer demand as a consequence of Covid-19, or that the business supplies 
goods or services to another business that qualifies for the support because, under the Covid 
restrictions, that other business is required to temporarily close, or significantly reduce, its ac-
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tivity.  However, where customers of such a business are prohibited or significantly restricted 
from accessing the business premises in which the business is ordinarily carried on, as may be 
the case with travel agents under level 5 of the Plan for Living with Covid-19, the business may 
qualify for the CRSS.

The CRSS is an additional measure for businesses in a region subject to significant Covid-19 
restrictions. Businesses who do not qualify under this scheme may be entitled to support under 
various measures put in place by Government, including existing supports available under the 
COVID Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(EWSS) and the range of measures announced as part of Budget 2021 to support  particular sec-
tors including Tourism and live entertainment. They may also be eligible to warehouse VAT and 
PAYE (Employer) debts and also excess payments received by employers under the Temporary 
Wage Subsidy Scheme, and the balance of Income Tax for 2019 and Preliminary Tax for 2020 
for self-assessed taxpayers if applicable.

Deputies will be aware that the Finance Bill is currently progressing through the Houses of 
the Oireachtas and I have no plans to extend eligibility of the scheme.

26/11/2020WRD05500UN Committee on the Rights of the Child

26/11/2020WRD0560085. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his views on the decision taken by 
the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child to examine the impact of Ireland’s international 
tax policy on the ability of countries of the global south to raise revenue and fulfil their human 
rights obligations; the details on any engagement his Department has had to date in 2020 with 
the UN committee in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39158/20]

26/11/2020WRD05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As a signatory of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, Ireland is required to submit regular reports on mea-
sures taken to give effect to the Convention. The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth holds primary responsible for reporting back to the UN Committee, in 
coordination with Government Departments and other civil society stakeholders. 

It is understood that tax policy was added to the List of Issues Report for Ireland arising 
from a submission from some NGOs. The inference that Ireland’s tax policies is negatively 
impacting on resources for the realisation of children’s rights in developing countries is unjusti-
fied, and misrepresents Ireland’s role in international tax reform and development.

Ireland has been a strong supporter of international tax reform and development. 

First, Ireland joined the Addis Tax Initiative in February 2017 which is an international 
commitment to strengthen international cooperation in the area of tax and development. In 
this context, Ireland launched a Domestic Resource Mobilisation (DRM) initiative in 2019 to 
promote good tax governance in developing countries. DRM is a whole of government col-
laboration between my own Department, the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Revenue 
Commissioners to strengthen partner countries’ tax administrative capacity. It aims to support 
these countries in raising revenue fairly and effectively, through equitable and inclusive means, 
while also promoting good governance.

Ireland’s long-term support of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF) was recog-
nised at the 2019 General Assembly of ATAF, where Ireland was awarded a ‘Most Valued De-
velopment Partner’ award.

Second, Ireland was one of the first countries to commission an independent spill-over anal-
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ysis of the impact of our tax system on developing countries. This project included: an analysis 
of trade and capital flows between Ireland and developing countries; an analysis of Ireland’s 
tax treaty network with developing countries; and review of relevant provisions in domestic tax 
legislation. This 2015 report concluded that there was no negative spill-overs from the Irish tax 
regime, or Ireland’s modern tax treaties, on the economies of developing countries.

Third, as regards the international tax framework, there have been significant developments 
in recent years through the OECD BEPS process. Ireland has been fully supportive of this pro-
cess and has introduced legislation to implement it. I hope that further progress will be made at 
the OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on BEPS as planned by mid-2021. 

Ireland’s response to the Committee is due by 30 October 2021. I welcome this opportunity 
to inform the Committee of how Ireland’s approach to tax policy is contributing to Ireland’s 
obligations with regard to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

26/11/2020WRD05800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRD0590086. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in 
County Tipperary that have qualified for support under the Covid restrictions support scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39204/20]

26/11/2020WRD0600089. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in 
County Kildare that have qualified for support under the Covid restrictions support scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39211/20]

26/11/2020WRD06100100. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in 
County Kilkenny that have qualified for support under the Covid restrictions support scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39209/20]

26/11/2020WRD06200101. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses nation-
wide that have applied for funding under the Covid restrictions support scheme; the number 
that have been successful in their applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39184/20]

26/11/2020WRD06300102. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in 
County Cork that have qualified for the Covid restrictions support scheme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39195/20]

26/11/2020WRD06400114. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the number of 
businesses in County Carlow that have qualified for support under the Covid restrictions sup-
port scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39201/20]

26/11/2020WRD06500119. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in 
County Limerick that have qualified for support under the Covid restrictions support scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39207/20]

26/11/2020WRD06600127. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in 
counties Mayo and Roscommon that have qualified for support under the Covid restrictions 
support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39189/20]

26/11/2020WRD06700128. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance the progress made to date with 
the roll out of the CRSS; the number of applications received to date for the scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34992/20]
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26/11/2020WRD06800140. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in 
counties Sligo and Leitrim that have qualified for support under the Covid restrictions support 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39199/20]

26/11/2020WRD06900150. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in 
County Clare that have qualified for support under the Covid restrictions support scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39202/20]

26/11/2020WRD07000152. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses in Dub-
lin that have qualified for the Covid restrictions support scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39191/20]

26/11/2020WRD07100Minister for Finance(Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 86, 89, 
100 to 102, inclusive, 114, 119, 127, 128, 140, 150 and 152 together.

The Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) was announced in the Budget on 13 Oc-
tober 2020. The details are set out in Finance Bill 2020 and guidelines on the operation of the 
scheme, including the eligibility criteria, are available on the Revenue website at: https://www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/budget-information/2021/crss-guidelines.pdf.  

The registration system for CRSS was released by Revenue on 1 November 2020 and eli-
gible businesses have been able to register for the scheme on the Revenue Online Service 
(ROS) since then. Up to 26 November 2020, 10,200 businesses have registered for CRSS in 
respect of 11,100 business premises. A further 3,700 applications are currently being processed 
by Revenue. 

Businesses registered for CRSS, which carry on a business activity from a business prem-
ises located in a region that is subject to COVID-19 related restrictions, can now make a claim 
for payment under CRSS via the eRepayments system through ROS where they satisfy the 
qualification criteria for the scheme.  

CRSS applies as regards restrictions in place from 13 October 2020 and eligible businesses 
that have been subject to restrictions since that date may make a claim covering the period from 
13 October 2020 up to the expected end date of the current restrictions, which is 1 December 
2020.  One payment will be made to eligible businesses covering this restrictions period, with 
payments made by Revenue within 3 days of the submission of a qualifying claim.  Up to 26 
November 2020, Revenue has processed €51.6 million CRSS payments relating to 8,200 prem-
ises with €50.0 million of this processed for payment already.

Revenue is publishing regular statistical updates on the operation of CRSS, as they have 
done for the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) since March and are doing on a con-
tinuing basis for the Employment Wage Support Scheme (EWSS). 

These updates are available at: 

https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/number-of-tax-
payers-and-returns/covid-19-support-schemes-statistics.aspx. 

The statistics include, among other items, the number of businesses successfully registered 
for CRSS by county. These statistics will be updated every Thursday (and published at the same 
link) with the most recent available data.

I would also refer the Deputies to my answer to PQ 39179 yesterday for a county by county 
breakdown of registrations.  
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26/11/2020WRD07200State Aid

26/11/2020WRD0730087. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance his plans to seek state aid ap-
proval from the European Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38841/20]

26/11/2020WRD07400192. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance his plans to seek to state 
aid approval from the European Commission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39009/20]

26/11/2020WRD07500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 87 
and 192 together.

On the basis of the Deputy’s engagement with my officials in my Department, I understand 
that the Deputy’s query relates specifically to the issue of Just Transition, the Just Transition 
Fund and recommendations made by the Just Transition Commissioner. 

In relation to the issue of Just Transition, I would outline to the Deputy that the Programme 
for Government, affirms the necessity for a just transition pathway to be found in relation to our 
aspiration for a green, low Carbon, economy.  This pathway will deliver job opportunities to 
sectors and regions most affected by the transition away from a dependence on fossil fuels start-
ing, with the midlands peat producing areas, and ensuring that vulnerable groups are helped, as 
transformative policies are developed and implemented.  Achievement of these objectives will 
require the anticipation of challenges and planning for responses to them. The Programme for 
Government includes a number of specific commitments in relation to addressing this work, 
including:

- publishing a detailed all-of-Government implementation plan consistent with the recom-
mendations of the first report of the Just Transition Commissioner;

- establishing a standing Office of the Just Transition Commissioner, with appropriate staff-
ing and resources; 

- addressing the need to plan for just transition by identifying and preparing for challenges 
that will arise in a number of sectors and regions;

- ensuring that financing is available and continue to grow the size of the Just Transition 
Fund.

The Government is committed to building upon the work of a number of different organisa-
tions in further developing its policy on Just Transition and in implementing the Programme for 
Government commitments. 

As part of this approach, and as announced on Budget Day 2021, every single additional 
Euro raised by the increase in the Carbon Tax will be returned to citizens through a package 
of supports to protect vulnerable people, to secure a Just Transition, and to reduce our Carbon 
footprint.  For Budget 2021, this included increases to energy efficiency schemes targeted at 
energy poverty, and the continuation of Carbon Tax investment programmes funded through 
Budget 2020 such as the Just Transition Fund.

I would further highlight to the Deputy that the policy of Just Transition is under the respon-
sibility of the Minister for Environment, Climate, and Communication.  

26/11/2020WRD07600Legislative Measures
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26/11/2020WRD0770088. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will support the Consumer 
Credit (Amendment) Bill 2018 and its objectives in reducing the usurious rates of interest 
charged by moneylenders; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39229/20]

26/11/2020WRD07800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, the Depart-
ment of Finance undertook a public consultation in 2019 seeking views on capping the cost of 
licensed moneylenders and other regulatory matters in relation to moneylending. The submis-
sions received, proposed a number of policy changes in relation to the moneylending industry 
and are broadly in favour of introducing an interest rate restriction.

A number of potential policy proposals are being prepared in light of these submissions and 
I expect to receive a draft report setting out these proposals, including in relation to interest rate 
restrictions, for my consideration shortly. Key to this process will be trying to balance improve-
ments for borrowers with the potential for unintended consequences in terms of financial exclu-
sion, if the supply of credit is reduced.

Once I has seen these proposals and considered them, my officials will liaise with the rel-
evant Government Departments to seek consensus for a whole of government approach for the 
introduction of an interest rate cap and other regulatory changes. 

In view of the ongoing work in my Department on this issue, I will not be supporting the 
Deputy’s Bill at this point.

  Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 86.

26/11/2020WRD08000Value Added Tax

26/11/2020WRD0810090. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the impact assessment that 
has been carried out by his Department into the proposed changes to the retail export scheme 
minimum purchase threshold, particularly on businesses working in the tourism industry in 
Ireland; if he will commit to keeping the retail export scheme minimum purchase threshold at 
€0.01; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39150/20]

26/11/2020WRD0820098. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Finance if he has made representations 
regarding the proposed changes to the retail export scheme in the Withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2020; if he has liaised with 
stakeholders on the consequences of the proposed change; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37045/20]

26/11/2020WRD08300105. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on the impact 
on businesses by plans regarding tax back for shoppers from overseas in terms of raising the 
threshold for qualifying items; if his attention has been drawn to the concerns of already strug-
gling retailers, craft producers and other Irish producers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34934/20]

26/11/2020WRD08400113. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Finance his views on the impact on Irish 
tourism and the retail sector of the proposed changes in the retail export scheme in the Brexit 
omnibus Bill. [38204/20]

26/11/2020WRD08500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 90, 
98, 105 and 113 together.

The Retail Export Scheme enables visitors that are resident outside the EU benefit from VAT 
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relief on goods purchased in Ireland and subsequently taken outside of the EU. Under exist-
ing rules, when the UK becomes a third country, visitors from Britain will be able to avail of 
the scheme.  No minimum threshold currently applies in respect of expenditure on which VAT 
relief may be claimed.

The Bill as published provides that the value of qualifying goods must exceed €175 in order 
to be eligible for a refund under the scheme. This change is fully compatible with EU law and is 
in line with the EU VAT Directive. The Bill also introduces a requirement of proof of importa-
tion of the goods into the UK and the associated proof of payment, where applicable, of relevant 
UK VAT and duties, for the goods purchased under the scheme in order to qualify for a refund.

In recognition of the difficulties facing retailers, especially businesses in the tourism sector, 
I am bringing forward an amendment at committee stage to reduce the threshold to €75. This 
reduction retains protections for the exchequer while also acknowledging the potential impact 
that not making this change would have on retailers across the country at this difficult time.

26/11/2020WRE00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRE0030091. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if he will audit the re-
cipients of the wage subsidy scheme to ensure that it is not being abused; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39235/20]

26/11/2020WRE00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that respon-
sibility for the administration of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), which itself 
operates on a self-assessment basis, rests with the Revenue Commissioners. I am advised by 
Revenue that it takes a multifaceted approach to ensuring compliance by employers with the 
terms of the scheme.

Revenue undertakes a risk focused real-time examination of EWSS submissions as they are 
made to Revenue. Revenue engages with employers where Revenue has grounds to believe that 
an employer may have made a genuine error in respect of a submission.  In addition, the risk 
control systems operated by Revenue result in real time engagement with employers where cer-
tain data validation or confirmation rules are triggered by reference to the data submitted. Such 
triggers have to be resolved before Revenue will certify payment of a claim by an employer. 

The EWSS legislation enacted by the Oireachtas contains a number of important safeguards, 
such as the requirement that immediately at the end of each month, from August 2020 onwards, 
each employer availing of the scheme must carry out a self-review of its business circumstanc-
es.  Following such a review, if an employer no longer meets the eligibility test for qualification 
for the scheme, then the employer must immediately cease claiming wage subsidy payments.

Section 28B (6) of the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 
includes specific anti-abuse measures in relation to EWSS. These measures underpin the neces-
sity for employers to operate the scheme as intended by the legislation. They serve as a disin-
centive for any employer to enter into contrived non bona fide arrangements with employees, 
which are purely designed to maximise the benefits from the scheme by way of subsidy pay-
ments and PRSI credits claimed from Revenue.  

Serious sanctions may be imposed where Revenue determines that an employer incorrectly 
claimed and received a subsidy payment, by engaging in unacceptable behaviour constituting 
an abuse of the scheme.  This includes applying inappropriate accounting practices to delib-
erately misrepresent the true financial situation of the business. Such sanctions include – total 
exclusion from the scheme, all subsidies paid and PRSI credit issued in respect of all employees 
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having to be repaid, together with interest and penalties, and the business may also face crimi-
nal prosecution. 

The Deputy will be aware that Revenue carried out a comprehensive review of compliance 
with the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS). While this review is not finished, it found 
a very high level of compliance with the terms of the scheme. This is very important. Both wage 
subsidy schemes are emergency and unprecedented measures to support businesses through the 
economic challenges posed by the pandemic; the schemes have allowed businesses to keep go-
ing and have supported employment by helping businesses keep the link with their employees. 
It is critically important that employers abide by the terms and conditions and I am assured by 
Revenue that, in the vast majority of cases, this is the case.  I am satisfied that Revenue’s ap-
proach represents an appropriate balance between supporting businesses in accordance with 
the terms of the EWSS scheme and ensuring that there is a compliance framework in place that 
identifies and sanctions any serious non-compliance or abuse.

26/11/2020WRE00500Economic Growth Rate

26/11/2020WRE0060092. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which eco-
nomic fundamentals remain positive notwithstanding the ravages of Covid-19; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39137/20]

26/11/2020WRE00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The suspension of all ‘non-essential’ 
economic activity during the second quarter of the year resulted in the Irish economy suffering 
the largest contraction on record, with a contraction in GDP of over 6 per cent relative to the 
previous quarter.  Modified domestic demand, perhaps the best indicator of domestic economic 
activity, declined by 16 per cent while the unemployment rate – including recipients of the Pan-
demic Unemployment Payment (PUP) – peaked at 30 per cent in April. However, as restrictions 
were eased over the summer the economy began to recover with the number of unemployed 
falling steadily and other indicators, including retail sales, showing a return to pre-pandemic 
levels of activity. 

At the time of the Budget, my Department projected that GDP would decline by -2½ per 
cent this year. This was based on a number of assumptions, including that there would be no 
return to a national lockdown.

However, on the 22nd October the country entered Level 5 of the Plan for Living with Co-
vid-19. My Department estimated that these restrictions would see GDP decline by 3½ per cent 
this year around 1 percentage point lower than the baseline scenario.  While the impact of this 
move to increased restrictions is likely to be significant, I am optimistic that the economic fall-
out will not be as severe as in this scenario, as construction, education and most manufacturing 
activity will remain open under these restrictions. 

Next year, my Department are projecting that the economy grow by around 1¾ per cent. 
This projection is based on the assumption that the UK would leave the current transition period 
with the EU without a trade deal being agreed and that a widespread vaccine would not be avail-
able before the end of 2021. Of course, if these assumptions do not come to pass then there will 
be some upside to this projection. 

As we chart our way forward through these uncertain times, careful management of the 
public finances is needed. Indeed, finding the correct balance between protecting the health of 
our population while also supporting the economy will be crucial. 
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26/11/2020WRE00800Value Added Tax

26/11/2020WRE0090093. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Finance if he will review the VAT rates for 
vaccines particularly those administrated by injection such as for flu, pneumonia and a possible 
Covid-19 vaccine, which are rated at 21% while all medicines that are administrated orally are 
zero rated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [32809/20]

26/11/2020WRE01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rates applying in Ireland are 
subject to the requirements of EU VAT law with which Irish VAT law must comply. In order for 
a zero rate of VAT to be applied to a good or service, that good or service must have applied at 
the zero rate on 1 January 1991 and have continued to apply at that rate since. No new items 
may be charged at the zero rate, where they had not been subject to the zero rate before 1991. 
In Ireland the zero VAT rate applies to oral medicines, including oral medicines for animals, as 
they were subject to the zero rate on and since 1 January 1991.  However, non-oral medicines 
were not subject to the zero rate on 1 January 1991, so it is not legally possible to apply the zero 
rate to them now.

However, Ireland has been supportive of measures to respond to COVID-19 in the area of 
VAT. These measures include relief on VAT at import of goods to combat the outbreak, and the 
zero-rating to the supply and intra-community acquisition of PPE, hand sanitiser, thermom-
eters, oxygen and the like, and were implemented by the Revenue Commissioners as part of 
Ireland’s response to the public health emergency. 

In addition to the above, the European Commission has recently presented a proposal to 
provide for relief from VAT for the supply of COVID-19 vaccines when available, as well as 
testing kits. Ireland supports the proposal and expects it to be finalised soon.  

26/11/2020WRE01100Economic Competitiveness

26/11/2020WRE0120094. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the measures being taken by his 
Department to grow both the financial technology and asset management sectors here in the 
post-Brexit period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38074/20]

26/11/2020WRE01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): From 1 January 2021, many aspects of 
our relationship with the UK will change fundamentally as we will no longer share EU mem-
bership.  While the Government remains committed to protecting and strengthening the Ireland-
UK relationship following the end of the transition period, I can advise the Deputy that the net 
impact of Brexit on the policy areas within my remit is anticipated to be strongly negative. 

One area that Ireland has been growing for nearly four decades is the international financial 
services sector.  ‘Ireland for Finance’, launched in 2019, is a whole of government strategy for 
the development of the international financial services sector to 2025.  The Ireland for Finance 
strategy is the successor to the IFS2020 strategy and a succession of Government strategies for 
the development of the sector in Ireland.  The IFS2020 Strategy had been in place long before 
the UK decision to leave the EU. The Ireland for Finance strategy provides a clear roadmap to 
maximise any opportunities that might arise.

The Ireland for Finance strategy was included in the recent Programme for Government 
and utilises annual action plans to progress the strategy, with measures built upon the 4 pillars 
of operating environment, technology and innovation, talent, and communications and promo-
tion.  Measures under each of these pillars will enable both the financial technology and asset 
management sectors.  
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One significant action measure for the asset management industry in 2020 was the progress 
of the Investment Limited Partnerships Bill which has passed all stages in the Seanad and is 
currently before Dáil Éireann. The Bill will enhance and modernise Ireland’s private equity of-
fering. 

Numerous measures under pillar two ‘technology and innovation’ will enhance the financial 
technology industry in Ireland and you can find full details on this in Action Plan 2020 on the 
Department’s website. 

Minister of State Fleming and officials have also started work on Ireland for Finance Action 
Plan 2021 including measures that may assist the national recovery.  The draft Plan is due to be 
brought to Government at the end of the year for publication early in 2021.

Finally, my department is also currently engaging on the Digital Finance (‘fintech’) package 
published by the European Commission in September 2020 on the regulatory policy aspects 
which should also enable innovation in this important growth area for Ireland and the EU as a 
whole while addressing any associated risks.

26/11/2020WRE01400Financial Services Regulation

26/11/2020WRE0150095. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance his response to a letter written 
by the Central Bank on 17 November 2020 regarding thematic inspections of compliance by 
regulated financial service providers with their obligations under the fitness and probity regime; 
when he will publish legislation to implement the senior executive accountability regime; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39227/20]

26/11/2020WRE01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware of the letter issued by the 
Central Bank on 17 November setting out expectations for action by regulated firms to address 
their legal obligations under the Fitness and Probity (F&P) regime. This letter was issued by the 
Bank in the performance of its regulatory functions under current legislation. That letter was 
preceded by a letter issued by the Bank in 2019 on F&P issues which was followed by inspec-
tions across a sample of financial services firms. 

The Fitness & Probity Regime was introduced under the Central Bank Reform Act 2010. It 
is a key part of the Central Bank’s regulatory powers to ensure that senior personnel in regu-
lated financial service providers are competent, suitably qualified, financially sound and, most 
importantly, honest and ethical in their behaviour. 

Inspections by the Central Bank found, in many cases, a number of issues, including a poor 
level of awareness by Board members of their fitness and probity obligations, and consistently 
weak due diligence. Where roles were outsourced, there was a failure to ensure that F&P stan-
dards were properly applied. Thus while the majority of firms had compliance frameworks, 
policies and procedures in place, given the findings of the inspections, it was clear that many 
firms were not undertaking robust compliance testing of their fitness and probity processes and 
procedures.  

It is essential that financial services providers are compliant with all aspects of the F&P re-
gime. I understand the Central Bank will continue to assess the robustness of firms’ application 
of the F&P Regime and will initiate supervisory responses to any weaknesses identified.

The Programme for Government includes a Senior Executive Accountability Regime 
(SEAR), which will be the centrepiece of the forthcoming Central Bank (Amendment) Bill.  
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The Bill will also contain a range of measures to strengthen and enhance the Fitness and 
Probity Regime, which will add to the Central Bank’s abilities to ensure effective compliance 
by regulated firms. These will include a requirement that firms certify annually that all staff 
performing Controlled Functions meet the required F&P standards. This will help address the 
issues of non-compliance that the Central Bank has highlighted. 

Officials in my Department are currently engaging with the Attorney General’s Office in 
advance of submitting draft heads of Bill to Government so as to ensure that the correct bal-
ance is struck between appropriate additional powers for the Central Bank and the protection of 
individuals’ constitutional rights.

It is my intention that draft heads of Bill will be presented to Government for approval in 
the near future.

26/11/2020WRE01700Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRE0180096. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has modelled 
the economic impacts of pursuing a zero-Covid policy compared to the current policy of inter-
mittent lockdowns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39168/20]

26/11/2020WRE01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since the emergence of COVID-19, the 
Government has been guided by the need to strike a balance between jobs, income and enter-
prise on one hand and keeping our people healthy and safe on the other.

The Government has been clear that a “zero covid” policy is not available to Ireland due to 
the border with Northern Ireland and the Common Travel Area.  Our proximity to Europe and 
the nature of the supply chains we are part of, both as an exporter and importer of vital goods, 
are also relevant considerations.

I want to stress, however, that my Department has modelled many different scenarios and 
the analysis has been made public.

For instance, my Department’s autumn forecasts, set out in the Economic and Fiscal Out-
look which was published alongside Budget 2021, are based on the assumption that widespread 
vaccination will not be available before the end of 2021, meaning sporadic peaks-and-troughs 
in infection rates are likely and this will weigh on economic activity. 

The Economic and Fiscal Outlook included a range of medium-term recovery scenarios for 
the economy and implicit virus paths, based on joint research carried out by my Department and 
the ESRI.  It also included a downside scenario which drew on this research.  This analysis is 
based on a severe epidemiological scenario that triggers the re-introduction of stringent restric-
tions over a prolonged period.

While the impact of the move to Level 5 restrictions in October is likely to be significant, I 
am optimistic that the economic fall-out will not be as severe as in the downside scenario pre-
sented with the Budget, as construction, education, childcare and most manufacturing activity 
have remained open under the current restrictions.  While some of the real-time indicators that 
my Department monitors - such as payment card transactions and mobility data - have fallen 
since we introduced these additional restrictions, these falls have not been as large as those seen 
in the spring.  We have published these real-time indicators on my Department’s website.

26/11/2020WRE02000Tax Incentives
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26/11/2020WRE0210097. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the degree to which he expects 
to be in a position to incentivise alternatives to fossil fuels in the short and medium terms; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [38843/20]

26/11/2020WRE02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The 2019 Climate Action Plan charts 
an ambitious pathway to reduced carbon emissions by 2030 which includes a series of measures 
to phase out fossil fuel usage across all sectors while the Programme for Government augments 
the Climate Action Plan by committing to reduce emissions by an average of 7 per cent per an-
num throughout the next 10 years.

As set out in the Programme for Government, energy will play a central role in the creation 
of a strong and sustainable economy over the next decade. The reliable supply of safe, secure 
and clean energy is essential in order to deliver a phase-out of fossil fuels.  The Programme for 
Government details several initiatives which will promote development of alternative fuels and 
technologies which include : 

- Supporting the clustering of regional and sectoral centres of excellence in the development 
of low-carbon technologies.

- Investing in research and development in ‘green’ hydrogen (generated using excess renew-
able energy) as a fuel for power generation, manufacturing, energy storage and transport.

The Programme for Government also aims to decarbonise road transport through a range of 
measures including:  

- Incentivising use of electric vehicles (EVs) and encouraging a shift away from petrol/
diesel vehicles. Some measures already in place include lower VRT and motor tax rates, VRT 
reliefs, a 0% BIK scheme, and a suite of SEAI grants. 

- Legislating to ban the registration of new fossil-fuelled cars and light vehicles from 2030 
onwards and phase out diesel and petrol cars from Irish cities from 2030.

Other fiscal based initiatives to incentivise the provision and uptake of renewable energy 
include:

- Relief from electricity tax for electricity generated from renewable energy sources and 
from environmentally friendly heat and power cogeneration   

- Relief from the carbon component of mineral oil tax on the biofuel portion of auto diesel 
and petrol. 

- A partial relief from Solid Fuel Carbon Tax (SFCT) applying to biomass products.

- Relief from SFCT for solid fuel used in environmentally friendly High Efficiency Com-
bined Heat and Power Cogeneration (HE CHP)

- Relief from NGCT for natural gas used in environmentally friendly HE CHP.

Further detail on the application of specific reliefs is available from the website of the Office 
of the Revenue Commissioners (www.revenue.ie  ).  

  Question No. 98 answered with Question No. 90.

26/11/2020WRE02400Tax Reliefs
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26/11/2020WRE0250099. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance if a tax relief or credit 
could be introduced for low-to-mid-income families that do not meet the criteria to avail of 
social housing or HAP to assist with their rental payments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39119/20]

26/11/2020WRE02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The rent relief tax credit was abolished 
in Budget 2011 and is no longer available to those that commenced renting for the first time 
from 8 December 2010.  This followed a recommendation in the 2009 report by the Commis-
sion on Taxation that rent relief should be discontinued. The view of this independent commis-
sion was that, in the same manner in which mortgage interest relief increases the cost of hous-
ing, rent relief increases the cost of private rented accommodation.

I am advised that there is no reliable basis available on which to estimate the potential cost 
of the introduction of a tax relief as described by the Deputy.  However, according to Census 
2016 data, the private rented sector amounts to approximately 310,000 units.  This figure in-
cludes those in receipt of rental support from the State. It is clear, therefore, that the costs in-
volved would be likely to be very significant.

Furthermore, I must be mindful of the public finances and the many demands on the Ex-
chequer. Tax reliefs, no matter how worthwhile in themselves, reduce the tax base and make 
general reform of the tax system that much more difficult.

Finally, a tax credit of this nature would be of little benefit to lower-income workers, the 
unemployed and students, who may not receive the benefit of the relief as they may not be pay-
ing sufficient levels of income tax.  

I have, therefore, no plans at present to propose the introduction of rent relief or a rent tax 
credit.   

Questions Nos. 100 to 102, inclusive, answered with Question No. 86.

  Question No. 103 answered with Question No. 72.

26/11/2020WRE02900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRE03000104. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the reason he did not push for 
the extension of loan and mortgage payment breaks of 12 months, as has been done in Germany, 
Italy, Spain and Portugal; and his views on whether this failure will have a damaging effect on 
SMEs and microbusinesses, as they now risk their loans falling into default and their credit rat-
ing being impaired. [30366/20]

26/11/2020WRE03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 18 March last the Banking and 
Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) announced a coordinated approach by banks and other 
lenders to help their customers who were economically impacted by the Covid-19 crisis.  The 
measures included flexible loan repayment arrangements where needed, including loan pay-
ment breaks initially for a period up to three months and then subsequently extended for up to 
six months. 

The European Banking Authority (EBA) also introduced COVID-19 guidelines in the 
spring with the objective of setting out the requirements for the public and private moratoria 
introduced across the European Union which, if fulfilled, would help avoid the classification 
of exposures as forborne or defaulted under distressed restructuring.  Most EU Member States 
introduced payment breaks, some on a voluntary basis like Ireland, some on a legislative basis, 
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and in several countries there was a mix with multiple schemes with varying eligibility require-
ments, conditions and timeframes.  However, the overall key objective was to provide financial 
relief to borrowers by allowing a suspension or postponement of payments within a specified 
period.  The moratorium introduced in Ireland complied with the EBA guidelines and was a 
welcome voluntary initiative that allowed necessary relief to be quickly and efficiently provided 
to borrowers.

While many borrowers who have finished a payment break have been able to return to full 
payments, it is also recognised that many borrowers, including mortgage borrowers, SMEs 
and microbusinesses, continue to be impacted by the economic consequences of Covid-19 and 
they may not be in a position to resume their loan repayment commitments when their payment 
break ends or may now be in difficulty for the first time.  Borrowers have a suite of regulatory 
protections, such as the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, the Consumer 
Protection Code and the SME lending regulations, and lenders have specific obligations to 
support and work with borrowers who are continuing to experience loan difficulty because 
of Covid-19. These options could include additional flexibility, and this could be a short term 
arrangement such as additional periods without payments or interest-only repayments, or if ap-
propriate more long term arrangements. 

I will continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that the Central Bank 
consumer protection and other applicable frameworks will be fully available to all borrowers 
that will still need support.  The Central Bank has also confirmed that there is no regulatory 
impediment to lenders offering payment breaks to borrowers, providing they are appropriate for 
the individual borrower circumstance. 

The Deputy may wish to note that the Central Bank recently wrote to all lenders indicating 
that lenders are to ensure that they have sufficient expert resources to assess individual bor-
rower circumstances, and to offer appropriate and sustainable solutions to affected borrowers in 
a timely manner in line with regulatory requirements and Central Bank expectations. Regard-
ing SMEs in particular, lenders are to provide appropriate supports to SME borrowers to help 
them to assess the longer-term effects on their businesses. While some enterprises will have had 
unsustainable business models notwithstanding COVID-19, measures which provide time for 
firms to adjust to COVID-19 conditions – or to assess whether their business models remain 
viable – are particularly useful during a period of substantial uncertainty and the Central Bank 
notes that they also allow lenders to make more informed decisions on a firm’s viability.

Regarding the Central Credit Register (CCR), it is important to note that the CCR does not 
produce credit ratings rather its purpose is to provide factual information to lenders and bor-
rowers on a borrower’s credit record. The Central Bank has also advised lenders that in their 
reporting to the CCR, they will need to apply judgement around whether a restructure has been 
agreed in response to an identification of financial distress. 

  Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 90.

  Question No. 106 answered with Question No. 84.

26/11/2020WRF00300Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRF00400107. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the likely impact of the 
move to level 5 restrictions on tax receipts for the rest of 2020. [39186/20]

26/11/2020WRF00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department has estimated a cost 
of €1.5 billion to the Exchequer as a result of the level 5 restrictions. The estimated cost arises 
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from both an increase in public expenditure and a decline in tax receipts. There is a considerable 
amount of uncertainty in relation to this estimate, depending on, inter alia, individual take-up, 
firm-level decisions and sector specific impacts.

Reflecting a steep fall in personal consumption, the previous period of the most stringent 
restrictions led to a significant decline in VAT and Excise duties. I expect the same will happen 
in respect to the latest restrictions, although some of the high frequency data published by the 
Department show the impact is likely to be less severe than in the spring.

A further consideration is the operation of the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS). 
In the past two months, tax receipts have been withheld by the Revenue Commissioners in 
order to facilitate payments under the scheme, which was announced by the Government in 
Budget 2021 to provide support to businesses that are affected by the restrictions. As such, the 
CRSS ‘artificially’ dampens tax receipts.

VAT is the primary channel through which the impact of level 5 will be felt on tax receipts. 
As it is paid with a two-month lag, the likely impact will not be known until January receipts 
are collected. 

I will publish the taxation receipts for the fourth quarter early in the new year. 

26/11/2020WRF00600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRF00700108. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Finance the consideration being 
given to extending the spend and stay scheme, given that with level 5 restrictions individuals 
are not able to avail of this scheme currently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39120/20]

26/11/2020WRF00800138. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review 
the stay and spend scheme in view of the current level 5 restrictions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39192/20]

26/11/2020WRF00900193. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Finance his plans for amendments to 
the spend and save scheme in view of the current level 3 status of the country; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [29974/20]

26/11/2020WRF01000200. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Finance his plans to amend the quali-
fying criteria for the stay and spend scheme; if non-taxpayers that have been excluded can be 
included in the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28044/20]

26/11/2020WRF01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 108, 
138, 193 and 200 together.

The purpose of the Stay and Spend scheme is to provide targeted support to businesses 
within the hospitality sector whose operations are likely to be most affected by continued re-
strictions.  

Stay and Spend provides tax relief by means of a tax credit at the rate of 20% on qualifying 
expenditure of up to €625 per person, or €1,250 for a jointly assessed couple. It commenced 
on 1 October 2020. The tax credit is worth a maximum of €125, or €250 for a jointly assessed 
couple. 

The scheme is due to operate until 30 April next year but the flexibility exists for me to 
extend its operation in 2021 beyond that date.  However, it is too early as yet to take any deci-
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sions in that regard.  Much will depend on how matters unfold in the weeks and months ahead. 
As I have said previously, I will be monitoring the scheme, to see how it’s working and if any 
changes need to be made. We need to keep policies that are working, and change ones that 
might not be working as planned, but at all times, ensuring they are affordable.

In relation to non-taxpayers or those who may not have a sufficient tax liability to avail of 
the scheme, within the tax system, the normal position is that a tax credit can only benefit a per-
son who has an income tax liability. For the Stay and Spend scheme, however, special arrange-
ments have been made to extend the potential benefit as widely as possible so that, even where 
a person does not have an income tax liability, he or she may still benefit by virtue of having a 
USC liability.  There are no plans to further broaden out the scheme in this regard. 

It is important also to recall that the scheme should not be viewed in isolation from the other 
measures put in place to support businesses generally and the hospitality sector in particular. 
The VAT change; the rates waiver; the extension of the wage support scheme until next year and 
its extension to new or seasonal staff; and other Government measures all play a part in helping 
the sector cope with the challenges it faces.

26/11/2020WRF01200Value Added Tax

26/11/2020WRF01300109. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider a proposal to 
abolish VAT on condoms. [39121/20]

26/11/2020WRF01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services 
is subject to the requirements of the EU VAT Directive, with which Irish VAT law must comply. 
The EU VAT Directive does not allow for a zero rate of VAT to be applied to condoms.

26/11/2020WRF01500Banking Sector

26/11/2020WRF01600110. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Finance his plans to tackle lack of 
competition in the banking and mortgage markets in view of the Central Bank’s retail interest 
rates for August 2020, which show a big differential between interest rates here and the average 
EU interest rates; the contact he has had with a bank (details supplied) regarding its continued 
involvement in the banking market here; and the way in which the State can leverage its share-
holding in the banking sector here to maximise competition. [30692/20]

26/11/2020WRF01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am conscious of the fact that the gen-
eral level of lending interest rates in Ireland are higher than is the case in many other European 
countries, though it should also be noted that recent trends indicate that rates have been falling. 
For example, interest rates on new fixed rate mortgages (excluding renegotiations) have fallen 
from 4.11% in December 2014 to 2.64% in September of this year.  

However, when the full context is considered, it should be noted that Irish loans, particu-
larly Irish mortgages, can have different characteristics from those offered by other EU banks 
making direct comparison of these rates inconsistent. For example, many Irish banks include 
incentives such as cash back offers, which reduce the effective Irish mortgage interest rate. Irish 
mortgages are also not subject to upfront fees typically charged by banks in other EU jurisdic-
tions, and which can result in lower headline rates elsewhere in the EU.

Nevertheless, there are a number of important factors which determine the interest rates 
charged on Irish mortgages. These include operational costs, certain structural factors as refer-
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enced above (such as incentives offered), as well as the fact that pricing will reflect: 

- credit risk and capital requirements which in Ireland are elevated due to historical loss 
experience;

- the level of non-performing loans which is higher in Ireland relative to other European 
banks (as provisioning and capital requirements are higher for these loans to reflect their higher 
risk and this in turn results in higher credit and capital costs for the Irish banks);

- there are lower levels of competition in the Irish banking market compared to other juris-
dictions (however, it is noted that a new entrant has recently entered the residential mortgage 
market and that it is offering fixed rate mortgages at competitive interest rates). 

However, the Central Bank has a range of particular measures to protect consumers who are 
taking out a residential mortgage.  The consumer protection framework requires lenders to be 
transparent and fair in all their dealings with borrowers and that borrowers are protected from 
the beginning to the end of the mortgage life cycle; through protections at the initial marketing/
advertising stage, in assessing the affordability and suitability of the mortgage and at a time 
when borrowers may find themselves in financial difficulties.  In particular, the Central Bank 
introduced of a number of increased protections for variable rate mortgage holders which came 
into effect in February 2017. The enhanced measures, which are provided for in an Adden-
dum to the Consumer Protection Code 2012, require lenders to explain to borrowers how their 
variable interest rates have been set, including in the event of an increase. The measures also 
improve the level of information required to be provided to borrowers on variable rates about 
other mortgage products their lender provides which could provide savings for the borrower 
and signpost the borrower to the CCPC’s mortgage switching tool.

The Central Bank also introduced additional changes to the Consumer Protection Code 
in January 2019 to help consumers make savings on their mortgage repayments, provide ad-
ditional protections to consumers who are eligible to switch, and facilitate mortgage switching 
through enhancing the transparency of the mortgage framework. 

Ultimately, however, the price lenders charge for their loans is a commercial matter for 
individual lenders.  Nevertheless, I will continue to work with the Central Bank and also en-
gage with lenders to encourage, within a framework which seeks to maintain overall financial 
stability, greater price and other competition in the mortgage market, both for new and existing 
borrowers.  As noted above, it is, therefore, a welcome development that a new residential mort-
gage lender has recently entered the market and it will be of benefit to new mortgage borrowers 
and also to borrowers, in particular to borrowers who may still on a standard variable rate with 
the lender, who may wish to consider switching to a new lender.  

Regarding Ulster Bank and its continued involvement in the Irish banking market, I met 
with representatives of Ulster Bank on the 21st of October. I outlined that I expected that staff, 
customers and other stakeholders would be informed promptly about any decisions being made. 
I also emphasised the importance of Ulster Bank to the Irish financial services market, to the 
wider economy and to the communities it serves. 

In response, Ulster Bank confirmed that the strategic review is ongoing and that no decision 
has yet been taken. Ulster Bank also confirmed that there is no set timetable for this review and 
that it is fully aware of the strategically important role that Ulster Bank plays in the provision 
of financial services to the Irish market.  

While I will have further engagement with the bank as the review process continues, I 
would like to emphasise that I have no role in the review or any commercial decisions arising 
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from it. My officials will nevertheless continue to monitor developments.

In relation to the issue of the State using its shareholding in the banking sector to maxi-
mise competition, as the Deputy will be aware, the particular banks in which the State has a 
shareholding interest remain distinct market entities and they continue to provide an important 
competitive presence in the savings and loans markets.  In support of this overall competitive 
approach,  and in accordance with the commercial independence of those banks as provided for 
in the Relationship Frameworks agreements with those particular banks and which are legally 
binding documents that cannot be changed unilaterally, the commercial decision making of 
each of these institutions is a matter for the boards and management of each of those institutions 
in the same way as it is for the other banks and lenders operating in the Irish market.

  Question No. 111 answered with Question No. 84.

26/11/2020WRF01900Tax Rebates

26/11/2020WRF02000112. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Finance his plans to expand the start-up 
relief for entrepreneurs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30100/20]

26/11/2020WRF02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In Budget 2015, the Seed Capital 
Scheme (SCS) was relaunched and rebranded as SURE, or Start-up Refunds for Entrepreneurs. 
SURE provides a refund of tax paid in the previous 6 tax years to those in PAYE employment 
or those recently unemployed, where they invest funds into a new company set up by them.

The general conditions for SURE are that you must:

- establish a new company carrying on a new qualifying trading activity,

- have mainly PAYE income in the previous four years,

- take up full-time employment in the new company as a director or an employee,

- invest cash in the new company by purchasing new ordinary shares, and  

- keep the purchased shares for at least four years.

A review of SURE was carried out and changes to the administration of the scheme were 
implemented in Finance Act 2018.  From 1 January 2019 qualifying companies can submit 
applications for eligible SURE investments on a self-assessment basis. This means that a com-
pany that wishes to claim SURE no longer needs advance approval from Revenue. A company 
can satisfy itself that it qualifies for SURE and, accordingly, obtain certification on a self-
assessment basis via the Revenue Online Service (‘ROS’). 

While I have no plans at the present time for further changes to the scheme, these matters 
are kept under regular review. 

  Question No. 113 answered with Question No. 90.

  Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 86.

26/11/2020WRF02400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRF02500115. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance if he is reviewing 
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any of the Covid-19 support schemes under the remit of his Department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39193/20]

26/11/2020WRF02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In keeping with good practice, my of-
ficials review all schemes regularly to ensure that they are achieving their policy intention and 
are operating as expected. 

In relation to accelerated corporation tax loss relief, I understand that Revenue received 
over 150 interim claims for accelerated corporation tax loss relief during the period 1 August to 
30 October 2020 and the total cash value of those claims was over €43 million.

Revenue also publishes statistics on the Covid-19 support schemes it implements at https://
www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/number-of-taxpayers-and-
returns/covid-19-support-schemes-statistics.aspx.

Section 11 of the Finance Bill deals with the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme and makes 
specific provision for an assessment “no less frequently that every three months beginning 
on 13 October 2020” and a determination of whether changes should be made to the scheme. 
Therefore, I will be looking at this after the passage of the Bill through the Oireachtas.

A number of issues were raised at Committee stage of the Finance Bill around the extension 
of relief from VAT for protection equipment and the reduced VAT rate of 9%. These are being 
examined and will be addressed as the debate on the Finance Bill continues in the Oireachtas. 

The Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020 which was signed into law on 1 
August 2020 provides that I, as Minister for Finance, have a duty to monitor the Employment 
Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) and have regular assessment carried out to determine whether 
it is necessary to adjust the level of certain elements of the scheme.  If the view is formed that 
changes are necessary, having consulted with my colleagues the Minister for Social Protection 
and the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform Public Expenditure, I am empowered to 
amend such elements by way of secondary legislation.  

The specific elements that may be amended in this way relate to:

- the end date of the measure, which be extended to a date no later than 30 June 2021;

- the rate of subsidy that may apply and the applicable employee income thresholds that 
such rates would apply to; and

- the criteria of the turnover test that determines qualifying employers.

The operation of the EWSS and its effectiveness continues to be kept under close review 
especially in light of the introduction of the Level 5 public health restrictions.  In this regard 
it is noted that the measure continues to support the employment of around 350,000 workers 
in around 35,000 employers per month and accordingly there are no plans to re-visit the core 
eligibility criteria for the EWSS at this time.  

26/11/2020WRF02700Tax Reliefs

26/11/2020WRF02800116. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether 
a film production company in receipt of section 481 tax relief claiming in the Labour Court or 
Workplace Relations Commission that it is not the employer of the film crew working on a film 
production funded by section 481 relief represents a breach of the declaration that company is 
required to sign in order to access the relief and that any company doing this should have the 
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relief withdrawn; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39233/20]

26/11/2020WRF02900148. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the actions being taken 
to ensure that film production companies in receipt of section 481 tax relief are complying with 
the declaration on quality employment and training they are required to sign in order to access 
the relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39232/20]

26/11/2020WRF03000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 116 
and 148 together.

Section 481 TCA 1997 provides a 32% payable credit for eligible expenditure on film pro-
duction in Ireland. The scheme is intended to act as a stimulus to the creation of an indigenous 
film industry in the State, creating quality employment opportunities and supporting the expres-
sion of the Irish culture.

The Deputy will be aware that a number of amendments were made to the Section 481 tax 
credit as part of Finance Act 2018. The certification process was amended, production compa-
nies are now required to apply to apply to the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media (DTCAGSM) before commencement of Irish production to have the film 
certified as a qualifying film. 

As part of the application process, applicants must provide a skills development plan and, if 
the amount of eligible expenditure is over €2m, that plan must be agreed with Screen Ireland. A 
post project skills development report is also required for each project.

As part of the certification process undertaken by DTCAGSM, an applicant company is 
required to sign an undertaking of compliance with all relevant employment legislation. This 
undertaking is required to be signed and furnished with every section 481 application. These 
conditions shall be met by both the producer company and the qualifying company. If a pro-
ducer does not comply with the employment and skills development requirements set out by the 
Minister they may not be eligible for the corporation tax credit.  Any amount already claimed 
may be recoverable, with interest.

Adjudication of adherence to employment legislation is not within the remit of the Minister 
for Finance, however the importance of adhering to employment legislation has been reinforced 
by introducing the undertaking in respect of quality employment. The monitoring of compli-
ance with employment rights legislation is primarily a matter for the Department of Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment through the Workplace Relations Committee (WRC). Should the WRC 
determine that a company in receipt of section 481 tax relief has not complied with the relevant 
employment rights legislation, as stated, any amounts claimed may be recoverable with interest.

The Deputy will be aware that the WRC completed an audit of the Independent Film and 
Television Drama Production Sector this year, following a joint request by the Irish Congress 
of Trade Unions (ICTU), the Services, Industry, Professional and Technical Union (SIPTU), 
and Screen Producers Ireland.  The report, which was published in August, contains four rec-
ommendations, none of which are recommendations for changes to be made to Section 481. 
However the audit does recommend that a formal agreement between the majority of workers 
and employers, addressing pay, terms and conditions, would be beneficial for the industry. I 
understand that negotiations in this regard are currently ongoing between Screen Producers Ire-
land and the unions (of which the Guilds are also a part) and I am informed that the agreement 
should be finalised later this year.

As stated above, the creation of quality employment opportunities is a policy objective of 
the film credit and I have made a number of changes to the legislation in recent years to support 
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this objective.  My officials are following the progress in respect of the WRC recommendations 
and I will take further actions to support the key objectives of the credit in future if necessary.

26/11/2020WRF03100Consumer Protection

26/11/2020WRF03200117. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider legislation 
to strengthen the consumer protection code; his views on the lack of enforcement action taken 
by the Central Bank for breaches of the code; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39230/20]

26/11/2020WRF03300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Central Bank’s Consumer Protec-
tion Code 2012 (the Code) is a statutory Code issued pursuant to Section 117 of the Central 
Bank Act 1989. The Central Bank has the power to administer sanctions for a contravention of 
the Code under Part IIIC of the Central Bank Act 1942.  The provisions of the Code are binding 
on regulated entities and must, at all times, be complied with by regulated entities.

The Code is a key component of the strong consumer protection framework in place for 
consumers of regulated financial service providers. The Code sets out the requirements that 
regulated entities must comply with when dealing with consumers in order to ensure a similar 
level of protection for consumers, regardless of the type of financial services provider. The 
Code sets out important protections in a range of areas, including in relation to pre-contractual 
and post-sale information, assessing suitability, claims processing, error and complaints resolu-
tion, arrears handling and advertising.

Since 2012, the Code has been strengthened a number of times, via addenda, to provide ad-
ditional protections for consumers. These amendments include new requirements around vari-
able rate mortgages, mortgage switching measures, and intermediary inducements. 

A review of the Code is currently underway by the Central Bank.  A public consultation on 
the Central Bank’s proposals for amendments will take place in 2021 giving all stakeholders 
an opportunity to make submissions. This review will also include transferring the Code into 
regulations in line with the regulation making powers given to the Central Bank in the Central 
Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013. 

The Central Bank has advised me that it continues to give focus to the Consumer Protection 
Codes in both its supervisory and enforcement work.

It is important to note that the Central Bank’s work to protect consumers is delivered across 
the entirety of the Bank, and is not just confined to the Code. The breadth of its mandate en-
ables it to harness its collective wide-ranging policy, economic, financial stability and regula-
tory expertise in working to protect consumers.  The stability of the system, and the resilience 
of firms within it, are as essential in protecting consumers and investors as our statutory codes 
of conduct, policy development, assertive supervision, authorisation gatekeeping and robust 
enforcement powers.

On the issue of enforcement, it is not the case that there has been a lack of enforcement ac-
tion. 

The Central Bank has a broad range of tools, which it carefully deploys in appropriate 
circumstances, including the imposition of sanctions but up to and including the revocation 
of authorisations and the refusal and prohibition of individuals. The Central Bank has taken a 
number of actions in these areas in furtherance of its consumer protection mandate.  
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Since 2006 the Central Bank has concluded 139 cases under its Administrative Sanctions 
Procedure framework with fines imposed of €123.98m. Of the 139 outcomes, 22 were imposed 
against individuals. The Central Bank has also taken action to revoke 28 firms’ authorisations 
on an involuntary basis. A further 13 firms were refused authorisation to undertake regulated 
activities. 

While its enforcement work spans the entirety of its mandate and is wider than the Code 
alone, the Central Bank has a strong enforcement record in respect of outcomes which are 
integral to the Code. In this regard, the two largest monetary sanctions imposed to date by the 
Central Bank – Permanent TSB plc sanctioned €21million in 2019 and KBC Bank Ireland plc 
sanctioned €18.3million in 2020 - evidence the Central Bank’s commitment to taking robust 
enforcement action with real deterrence value where serious and significant breaches of the 
Code are committed. 

Ultimately for all cases, whether they are specifically based on a breach of the Code, or 
another sector of legislation, it is important to note that while a case may not have been settled 
under the Code, protecting consumers is at the centre of all of the Central Bank’s enforcement 
outcomes. 

Regarding legislation to strengthen consumer protection, the Programme for Government 
includes a Senior Executive Accountability Regime (SEAR), which will be the centrepiece of 
the forthcoming Central Bank (Amendment) Bill.  The key focus of this legislation is to drive 
positive behaviour and encourage a culture of high standards that delivers better and fairer out-
comes for consumers.

Officials in my Department are currently engaging with the Attorney General’s Office in 
advance of submitting draft heads of Bill to Government so as to ensure that the correct bal-
ance is struck between appropriate additional powers for the Central Bank and the protection of 
individuals’ constitutional rights.

It is my intention that draft heads of Bill will be presented to Government for approval in 
the near future. 

26/11/2020WRF03400Revenue Commissioners

26/11/2020WRF03500118. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will act to ensure that the 
Revenue Commissioners have the powers necessary to fully investigate potential cases of bo-
gus self-employment. [39169/20]

26/11/2020WRF03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): “Bogus self-employment” (sometimes 
referred to as “disguised employment”) is the description commonly given to a scenario where 
an individual engaged to do a job is wrongly classified as being self-employed by an employer 
who seeks to avoid employment related obligations. From a tax perspective, this relates to tax, 
USC and PRSI collected through the PAYE system. The implication for the individuals is that 
they do not have the benefit of certain employment related entitlements such as rates of pay, 
holiday pay or sick pay.  In addition, as the rate of PRSI paid as a self-employed person differs 
from that payable by an employee, this affects an individual’s entitlements to certain social 
welfare benefits.

Revenue advise me that a worker’s employment status is not a matter of choice; it depends 
on the terms and conditions of the job. While it is usually clear whether an individual is em-
ployed or self-employed, it is not always obvious. However, case law has established tests to 
determine whether contracts are contracts for service (i.e. self-employed contractor) or con-
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tracts of service (i.e. employee). These tests need to be applied on a case by case basis to the 
fact pattern of each case. 

Revenue also advise that in addition to the pure “bogus self-employment” phenomenon 
other service provision arrangements have emerged that are sometimes, and somewhat loosely, 
included within the term “bogus self-employment”. These are generally referred to as “interme-
diary structures” and include engagement of workers through “Personal Service Companies” 
(PSCs) and “Managed Service Companies” (MSCs). There are significant differences in com-
pany law treatment, social welfare treatment and tax treatment between the pure “bogus self-
employment” phenomenon and the related corporate forms. 

My Department, as part of a working group along with officials from the Department of 
Social Protection (DSP), with technical assistance from Revenue, published a report in January 
2018 titled “The use of intermediary-type structures and self-employment arrangements: Impli-
cations for Social Insurance and Tax Revenues”. That report looked to identify and estimate any 
potential loss of tax and PRSI resulting from intermediary type structures and self-employment 
arrangements. 

Revenue advises me that it monitors developments in labour market trends in conjunction 
with the DSP, with a view to seeing whether the Code of Practice and the rules around estab-
lishing employment and self-employment remain “fit for purpose” for construction and other 
sectors. As part of that ongoing work, Revenue are assisting DSP in developing a new Code for 
Determining Employment or Self-employment which is expected to be finalised early in 2021. 

Finally, Revenue advise me that its compliance interventions include a focus on the prac-
tice of bogus self-employment and challenging the inappropriate classification of workers as 
self-employed contractors. I believe that Revenue has the powers necessary to fully investigate 
potential cases of bogus self-employment. 

  Question No. 119 answered with Question No. 86.

26/11/2020WRF03800Motor Insurance

26/11/2020WRF03900120. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Finance his plans to implement the 
recommendations made in the report by the working group on reducing the cost of motor insur-
ance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39117/20]

26/11/2020WRF04000141. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Finance the status of the implementation 
of the recommendations made in the report by the working group on reducing the cost of motor 
insurance; the number of outstanding recommendations yet to be implemented; the reason for 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38316/20]

26/11/2020WRF04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 120 
and 141 together.

At the outset, I want to emphasise the key importance that Government places on the in-
surance reform agenda. This is reflected in the Programme for Government which identifies a 
range of issues that need to be tackled on a Whole-of-Government basis.  This ambitious reform 
agenda is being led by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Recovery and Investment’s sub-
Group on Insurance Reform.  It is chaired by the Tánaiste, and includes Ministers McGrath, 
McEntee, O’Gorman, Ministers of State Troy and Fleming and myself as standing members.  I 
strongly believe this cross-departmental approach provides the best opportunity to address the 
cost and availability of insurance and will build and upon previous commendable work done 
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by the Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG) which produced two primary reports, the 
first on the cost of motor insurance and the second on the cost of employer and public liability 
insurance. 

My Department published the CIWG’s Eleventh and Final Progress Update Report on 30 
October.  This illustrated that the vast majority of recommendations had been completed.  It was 
also noted that taking account of the new Whole-of-Government approach, that the outstanding 
CIWG recommendations will now be implemented through the Cabinet Sub-Group on Insur-
ance Reform.  In that context, the four outstanding recommendations from the CIWG’s Motor 
Insurance report, including the reason for their delay, are as follows:

- Recommendation 16 – Ascertain and set out the measures necessary to implement Pre-
Action Protocols (PAPs) for personal injury cases: The Department of Justice has advised that 
draft regulations on PAPs for medical negligence actions remain under discussion with the 
Office of the Parliamentary Counsel (OPC).  It has advised that they intend to move this work 
forward as a matter of urgency.  The finalisation of these Regulations will then inform the work 
on the PAPs for personal injuries actions.

- Recommendation 22 – Examine the impact of legal and other fees on personal injury 
awards: The implementation of this recommendation was contingent on the establishment of 
the Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicators (OLCA), as provided for under the Legal Services 
Regulation Act 2015. The OLCA came into operation with effect from 7 October 2019.  The De-
partment of Justice has outlined that a period of at least one to two years from the time this new 
body became operational will be required before they will have an appropriate data baseline to 
commence a meaningful review.

- Recommendation 24 – Examine the setting of the discount rate (in personal injury lump 
sum awards), without prejudice to the outcome of relevant proceedings, and to be reviewed at 
regular intervals: The Department of Justice recently ran a public consultation and will provide 
a report once its review of the discount rate has concluded in the context of the new reform 
agenda.

- Recommendation 25 – Establish a fully functioning integrated insurance fraud database 
for industry to detect patterns of fraud: This recommendation has been delayed as a result of 
a number of data protection issues.  These are currently being examined by the Department of 
Justice and other stakeholders.

Notwithstanding these outstanding recommendations, the Deputy will be aware that many 
positive reforms have been introduced to address the cost and availability of insurance through 
the CIWG.  These include legislation to: strengthen the role of PIAB; to clarify and widen the 
role of the Insurance Compensation Fund; to provide access to information regarding claims; 
to provide more information to consumers at renewal; and to make it easier for businesses to 
challenge fraudulent claims.  The cumulative impact of these changes has undoubtedly been 
a factor in helping to reduce motor premiums over the last number of years. The most recent 
CSO data indicates that the cost of motor insurance is now almost a third lower than it was at 
its peak in July 2016.  

In conclusion, the CIWG’s remaining recommendations will be part of the Cabinet Sub-
group’s work.  The Deputy can rest assured that seeking to secure sustainable competition 
through deepening and widening the supply of insurance in Ireland is a key priority issue for 
the new Government and that Minister of State Fleming and I will play a lead role to ensure that 
progress is made in this policy area.
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26/11/2020WRG00200Brexit Preparations

26/11/2020WRG00300121. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance the additional resources 
being allocated to the Revenue Commissioners following the Brexit checklist sent to approxi-
mately 225,000 businesses; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [30601/20]

26/11/2020WRG00400199. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses to 
date in County Louth that have been allocated an EORI number; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [30600/20]

26/11/2020WRG00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 121 
and 199 together.

I am advised by Revenue that 1,374 businesses in Co. Louth are currently registered for 
customs and therefore have an Economic Operators Registration and Identification (EORI) 
number.  I am also advised by Revenue that 94% of imports from and 99% of exports to the 
UK in 2019 undertaken by businesses in Co. Louth were undertaken by businesses that have an 
EORI number.

An EORI number is an essential prerequisite for businesses to be able to undertake trade 
with or through the UK, excluding Northern Ireland, from 1 January 2021. I understand that to 
assist businesses in the customs registration process Revenue has published a helpful step-by-
step guidance video on its website.

 I strongly urge all businesses that will be impacted by Brexit to use the short time available 
between now and 1 January 2021 to put in place the necessary arrangements that will enable 
them to be able to undertake trade with and through the UK, excluding Northern Ireland, from 
that date. 

The Deputy will be aware of the whole of Government work of engaging with business to 
assist them in their Brexit preparations. The 225,000 letters that the Deputy refers to were is-
sued by the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Leo Varadkar, T.D. 
to all companies registered with the Companies Registration Office. The letter sets out what a 
company needs to do to get its business ready for the UK’s departure from the EU Single Mar-
ket and Customs Union from 1 January 2021.

As regards additional resources for Revenue, I can advise the Deputy that Revenue initially 
determined that it required 600 additional staff. The Government approved this Brexit related 
recruitment in September 2018. In the period between September 2018 and October 2019, 
Revenue assigned over 580 staff to Brexit related roles.  In light of the experience gained over 
the last 18 months and the need for a strong focus on measures to combat illegitimate trade, a 
risk that will be enhanced from 1 January 2021, Revenue recently re-assessed its requirements 
and determined that it will require approx. 300 staff in addition to the 600 already approved. 
Revenue is currently recruiting and training these staff. I am also advised by Revenue that as 
an integrated tax and customs administration, it will deploy resources to quickly confront any 
risks as they emerge.

26/11/2020WRG00600Revenue Commissioners

26/11/2020WRG00700122. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Finance if all individual taxpayers will 
be able to make manual submissions to the Revenue Commissioners of their tax returns rather 
than online at least until universal high-speed broadband is available throughout Ireland under 
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the national broadband plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38362/20]

26/11/2020WRG00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that manda-
tory electronic filing and payment of a wide range of taxes has been operating since 2009.

The legislation underpinning the mandatory use of these electronic services provides for 
specific exclusions where a taxpayer does not have the capacity to file and pay online.  In this 
context ‘capacity’ means having sufficient access to the internet and circumstances where a per-
son is prevented by reason of age or infirmity (mental or physical) from using online services. 

For taxpayers who are not obliged to file online for the reasons outlined, Revenue provides 
paper returns and alternative payment options to assist them in meeting their filing obligations. 
If the Deputy is aware of any person who is experiencing difficulties with online access for tax 
return filing or tax payment services, he should make Revenue aware of the details so that the 
matter can be followed up.  

26/11/2020WRG00900Motor Insurance

26/11/2020WRG01000123. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Finance if he has asked the motor in-
surance industry to provide refunds to learner drivers, who typically pay very high premiums 
until they receive their licences but have been unable to take the tests due to Covid-19 restric-
tions. [36600/20]

26/11/2020WRG01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, policy in relation to driv-
ing tests and any decision to postpone tests, are a matter for the Minister for Transport, Eamon 
Ryan TD.  In relation to insurance refunds for learner drivers, it is important to note that neither 
I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can direct the pricing of insurance products, as this is a com-
mercial matter for insurers.  This position is reinforced by the EU Single Market framework for 
insurance (the Solvency II Directive) which expressly prohibits Member States from doing so.  
While I have a full understanding that learner drivers have not been able to take their test as a 
result of COVID-19 restrictions, I am not in a position to direct insurance companies as to the 
pricing level or terms or conditions that they should apply in respect of particular categories of 
drivers or vehicles, including those with learner permits.  

However, I believe that insurers are a fundamental part of the financial services sector and 
they have a major role to play in ensuring that their customers are treated fairly in these very 
difficult times.  In view of this, at a meeting on 17 April with Insurance Ireland, I called on in-
surers to be pro-active and generous in relation to their treatment of motor insurance customers.  
In this regard, I pointed out that a combination of the profitable private motor insurance market 
over the last 18 months and what is likely to be a significant reduction in claims for this period 
due to COVID 19 related travel restrictions, provided a strong case for premium refunds, thus 
providing some financial relief to their customers during this extraordinary time.  On 24 April, 
Insurance Ireland announced that a number of their members: Allianz; AXA; FBD; RSA; and 
Zurich had signed up to commitments on premium reliefs for motor customers.  In addition, 
Liberty Insurance wrote to me directly informing me of discounts that it would apply to its 
customers.  

Finally, while the amounts provided by way of rebate were small and applied across the 
board, it would be my expectation that drivers with a learner permit should have been similarly 
treated.  Ultimately, however, I believe that those learner drivers impacted by the restrictions, 
have the option to shop around for better prices and service from their insurer upon renewal.  
In this regard, I believe they will remember and favour those companies that have made steps 
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towards meeting their needs at this difficult time.   

  Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 72.

26/11/2020WRG01300Motor Insurance

26/11/2020WRG01400125. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that some motor insurance companies are only providing a Covid-19 rebate to their custom-
ers upon renewal of policy; his views on whether this is unfair to customers who may wish to 
change their provider rather than renew their cover with their existing provider; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39157/20]

26/11/2020WRG01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note 
that neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can direct the pricing of insurance products, as 
this is a commercial matter for insurers.  This position is reinforced by the EU Single Market 
framework for insurance (the Solvency II Directive) which expressly prohibits Member States 
from doing so. 

However, I believe that insurers have a fundamental role to play in ensuring that their cus-
tomers are fairly treated during these very difficult times.  In view of this, at a meeting on 17 
April with Insurance Ireland, I called on insurers to be pro-active and generous in relation to 
their treatment of motor insurance customers . On 24 April, Insurance Ireland announced that a 
number of its members: Allianz; AXA; FBD; RSA and Zurich had signed up to commitments 
on premium reliefs for motor customers.  In addition, Liberty Insurance wrote informing me 
directly of discounts that it would apply to its customers.  

It is my understanding that the companies that signed up to these commitments have offered 
premium reliefs on a flat rate basis to their customers either by way of refunds or vouchers.  
While it should also be noted that these are voluntary measures and neither I, nor the Central 
Bank, have any role in adjudicating these matters, I continue to expect that all insurers will be 
pro-active and think of the longer term interests of the market and their customers.  This also 
applies to those insurers that did not sign up to these commitments, and whom I understand, 
from recent meetings that Minister of State Fleming has held with the main motor insurance 
providers, may be reflecting any savings made this year through reductions at policy renewal.  
Ultimately, I believe customers will remember and favour those companies that have made 
steps towards meeting their needs in these difficult times.

26/11/2020WRG01600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRG01700126. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Finance if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that domestic employers that availed of the temporary wage subsidy 
scheme for domestic employees such as childminders are being asked to pay the full amount 
given to them back to the Revenue Commissioners as part of the scheme; if a reimbursement 
scheme can be set up to cover this loss as had employers not availed of the temporary wage 
subsidy scheme employees would have applied for the pandemic unemployment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38835/20]

26/11/2020WRG01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(TWSS), which is provided for in section 28 of the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
(COVID-19) Act 2020, operated from 26 March 2020 to 31 August 2020 and was replaced by 
the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) from 1 September 2020. 
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The scheme was introduced as an emergency measure to provide financial support to busi-
nesses that were severely impacted by the pandemic and enabled employees whose employers 
could no longer afford to pay wages receive subsidy payments. The scheme was not intended as 
a support to domestic employers nor was it ever implied that it applied to them.   

The TWSS operated on a self-assessment basis with the onus on applicants to satisfy them-
selves that they fully met the eligibility criteria for the scheme and to self-declare to Revenue 
that they correctly qualified. To assist employers in determining their eligibility, Revenue pub-
lished very extensive guidance, which clearly set out the qualifying conditions, including the 
requirement that a minimum 25% decline in business turnover had occurred due to COVID-19 
related restrictions. Revenue also deployed very significant resources to a TWSS Helpline to 
ensure employers were supported to the greatest extent possible through telephone and written 
(including e-mail) engagement.  

The provision of domestic duties by an employee within a private household where the 
employer is the owner or occupier is not a business activity for the purposes of the scheme. A 
relevant business in the context of the TWSS generally includes manufacturing, buying, selling 
or supplying goods or services with a view to making a profit, none of which can be associated 
with employing domestic staff. It is also not possible for a domestic employer to meet the ‘25% 
turnover’ eligibility test as there is no turnover associated with engaging a domestic employee.

In the event that any employers, including domestic employers, received TWSS payments 
to which they were not entitled, it is very important that they engage with Revenue and agree 
repayment arrangements. Where this does not happen, it may result in Revenue raising assess-
ments and deploying debt collection sanctions to secure the repayments. 

From the perspective of the employee, questions relating to an individual’s entitlements 
and rights in an employment context, what wages an employer may be legally obliged to pay 
employees in respect of their employment contract, hours worked and an employer’s capacity 
to pay wages to employees in light of the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic are all matters that 
are outside the remit of the scheme. 

The question in relation to applications for the Pandemic Unemployment Payment is a mat-
ter for my colleague, the Minister for Social Protection.

  Questions Nos. 127 and 128 answered with Question No. 86.

26/11/2020WRG02000Banking Sector

26/11/2020WRG02100129. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if he will convey again to a 
bank (details supplied) the need to retain its business network which is important for many rural 
communities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39167/20]

26/11/2020WRG02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, I met 
with representatives of Ulster Bank on the 21st of October. I outlined that I expected that staff, 
customers and other stakeholders would be informed promptly about any decisions being made.

News of the review is, of course, unsettling for all stakeholders, especially the staff and 
customers. I outlined that I expect Ulster Bank to keep all its stakeholders, especially its staff 
and customers, fully informed about any developments in the review and engage with them in 
relation to any proposals or decisions that result from the review promptly.  

I also emphasised the importance of Ulster Bank to the Irish financial services market, to the 
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wider economy and to the communities it serves. 

Ulster Bank confirmed that the strategic review is ongoing and that no decision has yet been 
taken. Ulster Bank also confirmed that there is no set timetable for this review and that it is fully 
aware of the strategically important role that Ulster Bank plays in the provision of financial 
services to the Irish market.  

While I will have further engagement with the bank as the review process continues, I 
would like to emphasise that I have no role in the review or any commercial decisions arising 
from it. My officials will continue to monitor developments.

26/11/2020WRG02300Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRG02400130. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance his Department’s current 
projection of the extent to which the economy will contract in 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39187/20]

26/11/2020WRG02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the time of Budget 2021, my De-
partment projected that GDP would decline by -2½ per cent this year, with (modified) domestic 
demand - a more appropriate indicator for domestic economic conditions - set to decline by 
just over 6 per cent. These projections were based on the assumption that targeted measures 
would be introduced in response to any further pick-up in the Covid19 infection rate; crucially, 
it was assumed that there would not be a second national lockdown.  However, in light of the 
deteriorating public health situation, the country moved to Level 5 of the Plan for Living with 
Covid19 on October 22nd. 

A downside scenario analysis published in the Budget estimated that more stringent restric-
tions in the fourth quarter would see GDP contract by about -3½ per cent this year, about 1 
percentage point lower than in the baseline scenario. 

Although the fall-out from the latest restrictions will undoubtedly be significant, the eco-
nomic impact is unlikely to be as severe as in this scenario or as that seen during the first lock-
down earlier this year, as construction, education, childcare and most manufacturing activity 
remain open. Indeed, while some of the ultra-high frequency indicators that the Department 
monitors, such as payment card transactions and mobility data, have fallen since the restrictions 
were introduced, the falls have not been as severe as in the spring. 

The introduction of these restrictions has, however, meant that many additional people now 
rely on income support schemes. The number of recipients of the Pandemic Unemployment 
Payment (PUP) stood at 352,000 as of November 23rd – an increase of around 108,000 since 
level 5 restrictions were introduced. However, the rate of increase in the number of recipients 
has slowed in recent weeks and with more sectors remaining open compared to the spring, the 
number of people claiming the PUP should remain well below the peak of 600,000 recorded in 
early May.

Additionally, while the recent move to level 5 means that the contraction of the economy 
this year may be greater than anticipated at the time of the Budget, it is possible that a better-
than-expected performance in the third quarter, as suggested by retail sales, construction and 
exports data, could offset some of the impacts of these restrictions on the overall annual figures. 

26/11/2020WRG02600Bank Charges
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26/11/2020WRG02700131. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Finance the steps he will take to ensure that 
banking fees for cashless transactions from the start of the Covid-19 pandemic to date will be 
refunded in circumstances in which customers were unaware of the fees being levied and were 
using cashless to reduce the risk of viral spread during the pandemic; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36679/20]

26/11/2020WRG02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): All credit institutions in Ireland are in-
dependent commercial entities and the imposition of bank fees and charges are decisions to be 
made by the boards and management of individual banks which need to be run on an indepen-
dent and commercial basis. You will be aware that, as Minister for Finance, I have no statutory 
role in relation to the charges applied by credit institutions. Under Section 149 of the Consumer 
Credit Act 1995 (the Act), as amended, the responsibility for the regulation of bank fees lies 
with the Central Bank of Ireland.

I am advised by the Central Bank of Ireland that under Section 149 of the Act, a credit insti-
tution must notify the Central Bank if they wish to:

- Introduce any new customer charge for providing certain services; or

- Increase any existing customer charge for providing certain services.

Each notification received by the Central Bank is assessed and robustly challenged in ac-
cordance with the specific criteria set out in Section 149 of the Act. Having considered the 
proposed charge(s) under the assessment criteria as set out under the legislation, the charges are 
either rejected, approved at lower levels than requested by the credit institution, or approved 
in full.  Credit institutions are free to impose any pricing differentials for the service up to the 
permitted maximum and are free to waive charges at their discretion for commercial or com-
petitive reasons.

Where a regulated entity intends to introduce new charges or increase any existing charges, 
under provision 6.18 of the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code, it must give notice to 
affected consumers of the introduction of any new charges or of increases in charges, specify-
ing the old and new charge, at least 30 days prior to the charge taking effect. If customers are 
unhappy with their current account provider for any reason, including cost, they have the right 
to switch to a different provider. 

The Central Bank has clearly expressed its expectations that all regulated firms take a con-
sumer-focused approach and act in their customers’ best interests at all times. The Central Bank 
encourages regulated firms to take all possible measures to assist their customers during this 
difficult time and to help them to the greatest extent possible while they work through this pub-
lic health emergency. 

I would encourage all bank customers, particularly those adversely affected by changes in 
bank charges, to shop around and compare the fees and benefits of the different current accounts 
available.  The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) website provides 
useful information to assist customers to compare and switch accounts; this website can be ac-
cessed at https://www.ccpc.ie/consumers/money-tools/. 

Under the Payment Accounts Directive, all Irish banks must make available a basic bank 
account for people who currently do not have access to a bank account. The basic bank account 
is free of charge for everyday banking services for the first year. After 12 months, the credit 
institution may review the amounts lodged to the account over the preceding 12 months, and, 
where the total of those amounts exceeds the equivalent of the national minimum hourly rate of 
pay multiplied by 2,080, the credit institution may charge a reasonable fee for the account. The 
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consumer must be given two months’ notice before any such reasonable fee may be imposed.

The Payment Accounts Directive also requires that a consumer must be provided with a Fee 
Information Document setting out all fees linked to an account, in good time before entering 
into a framework contract with a consumer. A consumer must also be provided, at least an-
nually, with a Statement of Fees, setting out all fees incurred in respect of the account. These 
requirements ensure the consumer is fully informed of all fees linked to a payment account. 
Where a consumer wishes to switch payment accounts, the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on 
the Switching of Payment Accounts with Payment Service Providers 2016 sets out the require-
ments that both the existing and new account provider must adhere to when undertaking the 
switching process.

26/11/2020WRG02900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRG03000132. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance the status of the uptake of 
the employer wage subsidy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38071/20]

26/11/2020WRG03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the Fi-
nancial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020 (Act No. 8 of 2020)   provides for the introduc-
tion of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), which is an economy-wide enterprise 
support for eligible businesses in respect of eligible employees.

I have been advised by Revenue that as of Friday 20 November, there were 41,215 employ-
ers registered for the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme.  

Up to 19 November, 38,300 employers had filed 335,000 payroll submissions in respect of 
410,000 eligible employees.  The total amount paid out under the EWSS amounts to €796.4 
million while the total value of PRSI credits processed in connection with the scheme amounts 
to €156.4 million. 

The Deputy may be aware that Revenue publish weekly statistics on the EWSS and the 
Covid Restrictions Support Scheme every Thursday.

Questions Nos. 133 and 134 answered with Question No. 84.

26/11/2020WRG03300Bank Charges

26/11/2020WRG03400135. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether additional 
fees being imposed on current account holders of a bank (details supplied) from 28 November 
2020 are justified in view of recent reports from market analysts that suggest that the organisa-
tion has more than enough capital to cushion the Covid-19 crisis; his views on whether these 
new charges are regressive and will particularly effect lower income customers, given that they 
remove the existing option of fee-free banking for those customers who keep at least €2,500 
in their current accounts; if he plans to discuss this with the organisation and seek an indefinite 
suspension of these fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39156/20]

26/11/2020WRG03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware as Minister for 
Finance I have no role in the commercial decisions made by the banks, including the structure 
and level of pricing for their various product offerings. This applies equally to the banks in 
which the State has a shareholding. 

Decisions in this regard are the sole responsibility of the board and management of the 
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banks which must be run on an independent and commercial basis. The independence of banks 
in which the State has a shareholding is protected by Relationship Frameworks which are le-
gally binding documents that cannot be changed unilaterally. These frameworks, which are 
publicly available, were insisted upon by the European Commission to protect competition in 
the Irish market.

26/11/2020WRH00200Banking Sector

26/11/2020WRH00300136. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if there is anything cited in the rela-
tionship framework agreement between the Minister and a bank (details supplied) that prohibits 
or in any way prevents him from meeting with the bank to discuss and negotiate on a change 
to that agreement; if he plans to do so given the unprecedented context of Covid-19 and the 
difficulties for personal and business customers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39155/20]

26/11/2020WRH00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, as Minister for 
Finance I have no role in the commercial decisions made by the banks, including the structure 
and level of pricing for their various product offerings for both personal and business custom-
ers. This applies equally to the banks in which the State has a shareholding. 

Decisions in this regard are the sole responsibility of the board and management of the 
banks which must be run on an independent and commercial basis. The independence of banks 
in which the State has a shareholding is protected by Relationship Frameworks which are le-
gally binding documents that cannot be changed unilaterally. 

The Deputy will be further aware that as set out in the Relationship Framework for AIB, due 
to its systemic importance to the Irish financial system, the bank received significant support 
from the State in the financial crisis.

This support led to the State becoming the majority shareholder in AIB with the approval 
of the European Commission.  This approval was subject to the Minister and the Bank enter-
ing into the Relationship Framework on terms agreed by the European Commission.  One of 
the reasons for this was to ensure that the Minister’s shareholding did not result in breaches of 
competition law rules.  

Critically, and as set out in the Relationship Framework, any amendments to, or revocation 
or replacement of, the Relationship Framework must be made following consultation with AIB 
and upon the instruction, or with the agreement, of the European Commission.  

As is clearly set out in the Relationship Framework, the board of AIB has full responsibility 
and authority for all of the operations of the bank in accordance with its legal, fiduciary, and 
regulatory obligations.  The Relationship Framework further provides for safeguards as to the 
separate management of each of the State’s interests in Irish credit institutions (including in the 
Bank) in order to ensure that those interests, and the management of those interests, do not lead 
to a prevention, restriction or distortion of competition in contravention of merger control or 
competition law rules.

It is therefore the case that any proposed amendment to the Relationship Framework must 
not only be in accordance with the regulatory requirements under which AIB operates, the State 
Agreements more particularly set out in the Relationship Framework, and the law, the proposed 
amendments must also be approved by the European Commission following consultation with 
AIB. 
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  Question No. 137 answered with Question No. 83.

  Question No. 138 answered with Question No. 108.

26/11/2020WRH00700Mortgage Interest Rates

26/11/2020WRH00800139. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to reduce 
mortgage interest rates; his views on whether interest rates being charged here are reasonable 
compared to the rest of Europe; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39118/20]

26/11/2020WRH00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware that the general level of 
lending interest rates in Ireland are higher than is the case in many other European countries, 
though it should also be noted that recent trends indicate that rates have been falling. 

For example, interest rates on new fixed rate mortgages (excluding renegotiations) have 
fallen from 4.11% in December 2014 to 2.64% in September of this year. 

However, Irish loans, particularly Irish mortgages, can have different characteristics from 
those offered by other EU banks making direct comparison of these rates inconsistent. For 
example, many Irish banks include incentives such as cash back offers, which reduce the effec-
tive Irish mortgage interest rate. Irish mortgages are also not subject to upfront fees typically 
charged by banks in other EU jurisdictions, and which can result in lower EU headline rates.

Nevertheless, there are a number of important factors determine the interest rates charged on 
Irish mortgages. These include operational costs, certain structural factors as referenced above 
(such as incentives offered), as well as the fact that pricing will reflect: 

- credit risk and capital requirements which in Ireland are elevated due to historical loss 
experience;

- the level of non-performing loans which is higher in Ireland relative to other European 
banks (as provisioning and capital requirements are higher for these loans to reflect their higher 
risk and this in turn results in higher credit and capital costs for the Irish banks);

- there are lower levels of competition in the Irish banking market compared to other juris-
dictions (however, it is noted that a new entrant has recently entered the residential mortgage 
market and that it is offering fixed rate mortgages at competitive interest rates). 

The Central Bank has a range of measures to protect consumers who are taking out a mort-
gage.  The consumer protection framework requires lenders to be transparent and fair in all 
their dealings with borrowers and that borrowers are protected from the beginning to the end 
of the mortgage life cycle; through protections at the initial marketing/advertising stage, in as-
sessing the affordability and suitability of the mortgage and at a time when borrowers may find 
themselves in financial difficulties.  In particular, the Central Bank introduced of a number of 
increased protections for variable rate mortgage holders which came into effect in February 
2017. The enhanced measures, which are provided for in an Addendum to the Consumer Pro-
tection Code 2012, require lenders to explain to borrowers how their variable interest rates have 
been set, including in the event of an increase. The measures also improve the level of informa-
tion required to be provided to borrowers on variable rates about other mortgage products their 
lender provides which could provide savings for the borrower and signpost the borrower to the 
CCPC’s mortgage switching tool.

The Central Bank also introduced additional changes to the Consumer Protection Code 
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in January 2019 to help consumers make savings on their mortgage repayments, provide ad-
ditional protections to consumers who are eligible to switch, and facilitate mortgage switching 
through enhancing the transparency of the mortgage framework. 

Ultimately, however, the price lenders charge for their loans is a commercial matter for 
individual lenders.  Nevertheless, I will continue to work with the Central Bank and also en-
gage with lenders to encourage, within a framework which seeks to maintain overall financial 
stability, greater price and other competition in the mortgage market, both for new and existing 
borrowers.  It is, therefore, a welcome development that a new residential mortgage lender has 
recently entered the market and it will be of benefit to new mortgage borrowers and also to bor-
rowers, in particular to borrowers who may still on a standard variable rate with the lender, who 
may wish to consider switching to a new lender.  

  Question No. 140 answered with Question No. 86.

  Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 120.

26/11/2020WRH01200Banking Sector

26/11/2020WRH01300142. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 267 of 17 November 2020, the basis of the claim that the framework cannot be changed 
by him unilaterally, given the documents cited as the legal basis for the relationship framework 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39154/20]

26/11/2020WRH01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware and as set out 
in the Relationship Framework for AIB, due to its systemic importance to the Irish financial 
system, the bank received significant support from the State in the financial crisis.

This support led to the State becoming the majority shareholder in AIB with the approval 
of the European Commission.  This approval was subject to the Minister and the Bank enter-
ing into the Relationship Framework on terms approved by the European Commission.  One of 
the reasons for this was to ensure that the Minister’s shareholding did not result in breaches of 
competition law rules.  

Critically, and as set out in the Relationship Framework, any amendments to, or revocation 
or replacement of, the Relationship Framework must be made following consultation with AIB 
and upon the instruction, or with the agreement, of the European Commission.  

As is clearly set out in the Relationship Framework, the board of AIB has full responsibility 
and authority for all of the operations of the bank in accordance with its legal, fiduciary, and 
regulatory obligations.  The Relationship Framework further provides for safeguards as to the 
separate management of each of the State’s interests in Irish credit institutions (including in the 
Bank) in order to ensure that those interests, and the management of those interests, do not lead 
to a prevention, restriction or distortion of competition in contravention of merger control or 
competition law rules.

It is therefore the case that any proposed amendment to the Relationship Framework must 
not only be in accordance with the regulatory requirements under which AIB operates, the State 
Agreements more particularly set out in the Relationship Framework, and the law, the proposed 
amendments must also be approved by the European Commission following consultation with 
AIB.
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26/11/2020WRH01500Disabled Drivers and Passengers Scheme

26/11/2020WRH01600143. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons cur-
rently availing of the disabled drivers and passengers scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39194/20]

26/11/2020WRH01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Driver and Disabled Pas-
sengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme provides for relief on VAT and VRT, based on how much 
the car has been adapted and whether the beneficiary is a driver or passenger, up to a maximum 
of 

- Disabled drivers: €10,000

- Disabled passengers: €16,000

- Specifically adapted vehicles for drivers with severe disabilities: €16,000 (Specifically 
adapted vehicles are vehicles that need significant adaptations)

- Extensively adapted vehicles for drivers and passengers: €22,000 (Extensively adapted 
vehicles are vehicles that need adaptations that cost more than the open market selling price of 
the vehicle being adapted)

Under the rules of the Scheme a claim for VRT and VAT relief on an adapted car may be 
made every 2, 3 or 6 years, depending on the extent to which the car has been adapted. As such 
the Scheme data captures the volume of claims in a given period rather than the number of per-
sons who may be eligible to make a claim.

In 2019, the Scheme supported the purchase of 6,374 vehicles, while the related Fuel Grant 
Scheme made over 12,000 payments in 2019. In the year to date, the Scheme has supported the 
purchase of 4,348 vehicles, with over 10,000 fuel grant payments made. 

The cost of the Scheme in the year to date is approximately €44 million in terms of VRT and 
VAT foregone and over €8.5 million in terms of the fuel grant. The cost of the Scheme in 2019 
was €72 million, comprising of VRT and VAT foregone as well as the fuel grant.  

26/11/2020WRH01800Banking Sector

26/11/2020WRH01900144. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the outcome of his discussions 
with a bank (details supplied) in relation to the need to retain a bank, its network of branches 
and the protection of employment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39166/20]

26/11/2020WRH02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On the 21 October I met with repre-
sentatives of Ulster Bank. I outlined that I expected that staff, customers and other stakeholders 
would be informed promptly about any decisions being made. In particular, I asked that staff 
representatives will be consulted and kept informed of developments. I also emphasised the 
importance of Ulster Bank to the Irish financial services market, to the wider economy and to 
the communities it serves. 

Ulster Bank confirmed that the strategic review is ongoing and that no decision has yet been 
taken. Ulster Bank also confirmed that there is no set timetable for this review and that it is fully 
aware of the strategically important role that Ulster Bank plays in the provision of financial 
services to the Irish market.

While I will have further engagement with the bank as the review process continues, I would 
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like to emphasise that I have no role in the review or any commercial decisions arising from it.

  Question No. 145 answered with Question No. 84.

  Question No. 146 answered with Question No. 80.

26/11/2020WRH02300Brexit Supports

26/11/2020WRH02400147. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance the steps his Department and 
the Revenue Commissioners have taken to support businesses through Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38072/20]

26/11/2020WRH02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department is participating in 
whole of Government preparations for the end of the transition period, including in the area of 
business supports. This includes the measures brought forward through Budget 2021, which is 
based on a no deal Brexit scenario. In particular, I’d like to highlight the Brexit Loan Scheme 
and Future Growth Loan Scheme offered by the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland in 
conjunction with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment and the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The SBCI also offers a Credit Guarantee Scheme to firms 
who may need it in order to secure a Comprehensive Guarantee for transit purposes. My De-
partment is also collaborating with the Central Bank of Ireland and the NTMA to monitor and 
support readiness preparations in the financial services sector.

In addition, I am advised by Revenue that it has engaged extensively with businesses since 
2018 to provide information and guidance on the impacts that Brexit could have and how to 
mitigate the risks. In September this year, Revenue wrote to approx. 90,000 businesses who 
traded with the UK during 2019 or in the first half of 2020. These are businesses who if they 
want to continue such trade, either by way of imports or exports or both, with the UK, excluding 
Northern Ireland, after 1 January, will need to take action to ensure their Brexit readiness. The 
letter included a Brexit readiness checklist and outlined a range of steps to be taken to get Brexit 
ready. As part of this intensified engagement, Revenue also targeted some 14,500 businesses 
(of the 90,000) for follow up telephone contact. The businesses contacted were identified as the 
most likely to be significantly impacted by Brexit. 

Revenue live-streamed a two-day series of Brexit information sessions for business on 5 
and 6 October 2020. These sessions provided important information on topics such as Customs, 
VAT, Excise and VRT, to help businesses to get ready for trading with or through Great Britain 
from 1 January 2021. Recordings of these sessions can be viewed on the Revenue website at 
www.revenue.ie/brexit.

Additionally, Revenue has participated in Brexit related events hosted by other Government 
Departments and in business and trade representative group events. The purpose of these events 
is to engage directly with traders, addressing their concerns, outlining the key steps they need to 
take to ensure that goods can move as efficiently as possible post-Brexit, and advising them of 
the requirements for simplified Customs procedures. I understand that Revenue is continuing its 
programme of stakeholder (trade and representative body) engagement including, in particular, 
engagement with IBEC, the haulage and logistics sector and ferry operators. 

The Revenue website continues to be updated with specific information that outlines the 
obligations on businesses throughout the supply chain and offers them guidance on steps to take 
to meet the post-Brexit requirements.

As a result of Revenue’s engagement activity there has been a noticeable increase in regis-
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trations for a Customs Economic Operators Registration Identification (EORI) number. There 
were 32,000 EORI registrations in total since 2019. To assist businesses to register for an EORI 
number Revenue  provided a helpful step by step guidance video for businesses on its website.

I am satisfied that Revenue and the Department have made very significant efforts to get 
businesses to engage with the challenge of Brexit. I strongly urge all businesses that will be 
impacted by Brexit to use the short time available between now and 1 January 2021 to put in 
place the necessary arrangements that will enable them to be able to undertake trade with and 
through the UK, excluding Northern Ireland, from that date. 

  Question No. 148 answered with Question No. 116.

26/11/2020WRH02700Banking Sector Data

26/11/2020WRH02800149. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if State-owned banks are in-
vesting in or lending to companies directly involved in fossil fuel extraction; if so, the extent of 
such commercial activities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38842/20]

26/11/2020WRH02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Officials in my Department requested a 
comment from the relevant banks in relation to the Deputy’s question and received the follow-
ing responses in this regard:

AIB:

“As part of AIB’s sustainability agenda, the bank does not provide term finance or advisory 
services to entities involved in the extraction of oil and coal, onshore and offshore exploration 
and natural gas fracking. Furthermore the bank does not have material exposures to these activi-
ties. 

AIB’s full Sustainability Exclusion List is published on its website 

https://aib.ie/corporate/sector-expertise/excluded-activities”

PTSB:

“Permanent TSB does not invest in or lend to companies directly involved in fossil fuel 
extraction.”

  Question No. 150 answered with Question No. 86.

  Question No. 151 answered with Question No. 72.

  Question No. 152 answered with Question No. 86.

26/11/2020WRH03300Tax Code

26/11/2020WRH03400153. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Finance his plans to refresh the road-
map for tax policy in relation to the taxation of companies; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36170/20]

26/11/2020WRH03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I announced in Budget 2021 my inten-
tion to publish an update on Ireland’s Corporation Tax Roadmap.  The Roadmap, first published 
in September 2018, marked the progress made to that date in the ongoing process of interna-
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tional corporate tax reform and set out 11 further commitments to action in the areas of tax 
reform, information exchange and dispute resolution.  Two years on from this publication, it is 
now appropriate to take stock of progress made in achieving these commitments.

The 2018 Roadmap and the forthcoming Update are important elements of Ireland’s steady 
and consultative approach to managing change.  The Update, which will be published in the 
near future, will signal a number of areas for consideration, consultation and action over the 
coming months and years, taking account of international developments.

26/11/2020WRJ00200Judicial Appointments

26/11/2020WRJ00300154. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment if copies of all correspondence to or from him, his advisers or his Department relating to 
the filling of the Supreme Court vacancy occasioned by the retirement of a person (details sup-
plied) will be provided. [39261/20]

26/11/2020WRJ00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): There is no such correspondence.

26/11/2020WRJ00500Employment Rights

26/11/2020WRJ00600155. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he will address a matter regarding holiday pay in a case (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39329/20]

26/11/2020WRJ00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Organisation of Working Time Act 1997 sets out the key parameters around the tak-
ing of annual leave and payment of same.  The terms and conditions of individual employment 
contracts may provide additional specifics within those parameters such as stipulations in rela-
tion to the entitlement to extra days’ leave above what is statutorily required by the Act.

Section 19 of the Act provides that an employee shall be entitled to paid annual leave equal 
to:

(a) 4 working weeks in a leave year in which he or she works at least 1,365 hours (unless it 
is a leave year in which he or she changes employment),

(b) One third of a working week for each month in the leave year in which he or she works 
at least 177 hours, or 

(c) 8 per cent of the hours he or she works in a leave year (but subject to a maximum of 4 
weeks).

With regard to the provision of illness supports associated with the pandemic, the Depart-
ment of Social Protection has a special Covid-19 Illness Benefit package for those that find 
themselves ill as a result of the virus. The rate of payment is higher than the normal maximum 
personal rate at €350 per week, with additional payments possible in respect of a qualified adult 
and qualified child.  

When a worker is told to self-isolate or to restrict their movements by a doctor or the HSE 
due to being a probable source of infection or has been diagnosed with COVID-19, they can 
apply for the enhanced Illness Benefit payment. There are no waiting days and payment is made 
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from the first day of illness. This allows workers to comply with medical advice to self-isolate 
to mitigate the spread of the virus, while having their income protected. 

Supplementary Welfare Allowance is a weekly allowance paid to people who do not have 
enough income to meet their needs and those of their families. This scheme comes under the 
remit of the Minister for Social Protection. 

26/11/2020WRJ00800State Bodies

26/11/2020WRJ00900156. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if his attention has been drawn to businesses encountering difficulties contact-
ing State agencies when seeking support information due to Covid-19 business closures; if he 
is satisfied sufficient staffing levels are in place to process such queries; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39408/20]

26/11/2020WRJ01000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Since the start of the pandemic, my Department and agencies have swiftly put in place 
measures to keep businesses informed of supports available to them through call centres and 
complemented by comprehensive up-to-date information on dedicated web-pages provided on 
the websites. 

As a direct response my Department established the COVID-19 Business Supports Call 
Centre in March. Through a dedicated phoneline and email address the Unit provides business-
es with information on the various schemes and initiatives available to help business deal with 
COVID-19. In recognition of the success of this vital resource for businesses, the role of the call 
centre has been expanded and the renamed Enterprise Information Centre provides information 
and signposts to the range of supports and services available from the Department, its Offices 
and Agencies and indeed across Government.

The Agencies under the remit of my Department have also put a range of measures in place 
to deal with COVID-19 related queries from businesses.

Enterprise Ireland set up the COVID-19 Business Response Hub in March to help busi-
nesses across Ireland understand what COVID-19 supports were available across a range of 
Government Departments and Agencies. A dedicated phone line and email address is open to 
both Enterprise Ireland client companies and non-Enterprise Ireland client companies.  

The Local Enterprise Office network has experienced a significant increase in activity as a 
result of the pandemic and the network continues to deliver its services in a professional man-
ner. In recognition of the significant volume of additional workload, 62 additional temporary 
staff have been sanctioned of which 48 are filled. 

At the beginning of the pandemic, additional internal resources were temporarily re-as-
signed within IDA Ireland, to form the COVID-19 Policy Response Unit, to assist with client 
queries and additional internal supports were re-assigned to their Strategic Planning Depart-
ment during this period.

The Health and Safety Authority’s (HSA’s) Workplace Contact Unit (WCU) is a helpdesk 
resource for employers, employees and members of the public, dealing with queries and com-
plaints in relation to occupational health and safety as well as chemicals and market surveil-
lance. Since the beginning of March 2020, the WCU has dealt with a wide variety of queries 
and complaints pertaining to the application of public health measures in specific workplaces 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The number of staff assigned to the WCU has been increased 
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to match demand with additional posts sanctioned and the secondment of staff from my De-
partment to work in the HSA’s WCU.  The HSA has informed me that at times there may be a 
delay in answering individual calls due to high call volumes, However, I’m informed that in 
general the service is operating effectively without undue delay. Correspondence is also replied 
to electronically. 

The Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory Authority has business continuity plans 
in place and continues to exercise its functions without interruption and within public health 
guidelines. 

 The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) has developed a dedi-
cated COVID-19 Information Hub on its website which went live in March containing all rel-
evant information on consumer rights and current issues such as: package holidays and travel, 
insurance, online shopping and cancelled contracts. It also provides information to businesses 
particularly in relation to their obligations under consumer protection law. A large number of 
CCPC employees have office phones and where possible office landlines have been diverted to 
mobiles.  

The National Standards Authority of Ireland have set up a dedicated helpline to support the 
publication of its COVID-19 guides.

The Workplace Relations Commission continues to provide a valuable information service 
through their dedicated Information and Customer Service Helpline, answering queries on re-
dundancies, lay-offs and work permits. 

The Company Registration Office Information Helpline continues to provide businesses 
with advice and information on matters such as registration of new companies and filing obliga-
tions, including extensions to filing deadlines. 

While it is not an agency of my Department, several of the Department’s loan guarantee 
schemes are operated by the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI). The SBCI has 
been active in responding to queries from businesses relating to the schemes that it operates. 

26/11/2020WRJ01100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRJ01200157. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the supports in place for sole traders who are the only employees of their limited 
companies and have closed their business due to Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39409/20]

26/11/2020WRJ01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I am keenly aware that businesses are making a massive sacrifice to protect their com-
munities and I am committed to ensuring that the Government will offer as much assistance 
and support as possible. My Department and its agencies have been focused on coming up with 
solutions to help businesses overcome the difficulties caused by COVID-19. Details of the wide 
range of supports available are on my Department’s website at https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-
Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/ 

Budget 2021 provides a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the 
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. The 
measures in the Budget include the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme, cash for businesses, 
low cost loans, commercial rates waivers and deferred tax liabilities.
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We have also announced a six-month reduction in the VAT, going down from 23% to 21%, 
a reduction in the 13.5% VAT rate to 9% which will benefit the hospitality sector.

The New Covid Restrictions Support Scheme, operated by Revenue offers a targeted, timely 
and temporary sector-specific support to businesses forced to close or trade at significantly re-
duced levels due to COVID.  

As announced in the July Stimulus, the Enterprise Support Grant was extended to assist eli-
gible self-employed, including sole traders, who exit the PUP or jobseekers schemes to re-start 
their business. A self-employed person who closes their PUP should send their grant application 
to their local Intreo Centre to be processed.  Further information is available at www.gov.ie .

We are providing more and cheaper loan finance through MicroFinance Ireland, SBCI and 
the new €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme. I announced the reopening of MFI lending on 31st 
August and I launched the €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme on 7th September. 

We have also announced a six-month reduction in the VAT, going down from 23% to 21%, 
a reduction in the 13.5% VAT rate to 9% which will benefit the hospitality sector, together with 
a range of additional public capital investment measures to support the domestic economy. 

These measures are supplementary to the wide range of existing loan and voucher schemes 
available to assist businesses affected by COVID-19 provided through the July Jobs Stimulus 
and other Government initiatives.

26/11/2020WRJ01400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRJ01500158. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he is considering reopening the restart grants to new applications; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39411/20]

26/11/2020WRJ01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Restart Grant was introduced due to the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions to provide 
a contribution towards the cost of re-opening or keeping a business operational and re-connect-
ing with employees and customers. It closed for applications on 31 October 2020.

Budget 2021 provides a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the 
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors. The 
measures in the Budget are in addition to those announced in the July Stimulus, including the 
Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), cash for businesses, low cost loans, commercial 
rates waivers and deferred tax liabilities.

The new COVID Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) introduced as part of Budget 2021 
has effectively replaced the Restart Grant. The CRSS is operational through Revenue and offers 
a targeted, timely and temporary sector-specific support to businesses forced to close or trade at 
significantly reduced levels due to COVID of up to €5,000 per week. 

Other measures include a six-month reduction in the VAT rate, going down from 23% to 
21%, a reduction in the 13.5% VAT rate to 9% which will benefit the hospitality sector, and a 
range of additional public capital investment measures to support the domestic economy.

As a result of the fact that businesses have to close, Government made changes to the Pan-
demic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and the EWSS, including an increase in the top rate to 
€350 for those who were earning in excess of €400 per week, and increasing the top payment 
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to €350 for those earning over €400 in the case of the EWSS.

Cheaper loan finance is now available through MicroFinance Ireland, SBCI and the new 
€2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme. 

These measures are supplementary to the wide range of existing loan and voucher schemes 
available to assist businesses affected by COVID-19 provided through the July Jobs Stimulus 
and other Government initiatives. 

26/11/2020WRJ01700Pharmaceutical Sector

26/11/2020WRJ01800159. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the status of the remediation process that is currently in process for a company 
(details supplied); if there is an update on the matter; if he will provide indications as to the 
owner of the plant at this time and will he make a statement on the matter.; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39545/20]

26/11/2020WRJ01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar):  
I am informed by the IDA that Roche remains the owner of the site and buildings at Clarecastle. 
Following the decision to close the facility in 2015, the company is now focusing on remedia-
tion and decommissioning of the site. The company is awaiting a planning decision from Clare 
County Council which I understand  is due in January 2021, after which an application will be 
made for an EPA licence. The target start date for remediation work is September 2021.

26/11/2020WRJ02000Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRJ02100160. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if consideration will be given to the suggestion by an organisation (details sup-
plied) that small convenience stores and newsagents, due to not having click and collect facili-
ties, be permitted to sell all goods they have stocked during the past 12 months through levels 4 
and 5 restrictions once their turnover does not exceed an agreed amount and or the retail space 
of their store is not greater than an agreed size; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39451/20]

26/11/2020WRJ02200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Under Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19, only essential retail outlets will 
remain open. 

 S.I. No. 448 of 2020 Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(No. 8) Regulations 2020 clearly sets out the temporary restrictions under Level 5 of the Resil-
ience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID.  A list of essential services can 
be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c9158-essential-services/ and the list of essential 
retail outlets at Level 5 can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60ecc-essential-re-
tail-outlets-for-level-5/

Level 5 restricts people from physically going into non-essential stores in order to stop 
people congregating and browsing for non-essential goods, to limit the spread of the virus. All 
retailers – essential and non-essential – can however continue to trade via ‘remote ordering’ 
and fulfil orders for all products including non-essential items, by online or by phone, for home 
delivery and for collection.

Retailers in Ireland are key partners in the effort to suppress the virus and are playing a 
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critical role in the national response during level 5 trading restrictions.  Government are fully 
engaged with the sector and aware of their efforts to serve their customers and adhere to public 
health guidelines.  I and my colleague Minister of State Damien English TD met with the Retail 
Forum members on 21 October to remind those in the retail sector, of the need for strict adher-
ence to the public health guidelines during Level 5.  Minister English has convened regular 
retail meetings since entering Level 5.

Preparations across Government Departments, local authorities and agencies are firmly fo-
cused on ensuring a smooth, safe and enjoyable reopening of retail for all as soon as it is safe to 
do so.  The current restrictions at Level 5 of the Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for 
Living with COVID-19 are in place until midnight 1st December 2020. The Government will 
make a decision on the current restrictions shortly.

26/11/2020WRJ02300Trading Online Voucher Scheme

26/11/2020WRJ02400161. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he plans extending the closing date for making claims under the trading online 
voucher scheme in view of the fact that some suppliers of these services are under pressure 
to complete all the required work by this date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39443/20]

26/11/2020WRJ02500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Trading Online Voucher Scheme is managed by my Department and delivered nationwide 
in partnership with the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, the Department of 
Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht, Enterprise Ireland, the 31 Local En-
terprise Offices and Údarás na Gaeltachta. The Scheme offers advice and peer-to-peer support 
and a grant of up to €2,500 to help small and micro-businesses to develop their ecommerce 
capability.  

The Scheme was launched nationally in mid-2014. By end 2019, some 6,400 small and 
micro businesses had completed, or were in the process of completing their trading online proj-
ects. In addition, 19,000 or so business owners-managers had benefitted from advice and peer-
to-peer support through their participation in the information seminars delivered by the Local 
Enterprise Offices under the Scheme.

In response to Covid-19, funding for the Scheme in 2020 was increased from €2.3m to 
€39.8m, and new flexibilities were introduced including reducing the requirement for co-fund-
ing and allowing businesses to apply for a second voucher where they have successfully utilised 
their first one. 

Successful applicants have four months to complete their projects from the date of approval. 
Local Enterprise Offices may offer an extension for drawdown where there is reasonable expec-
tation that to do so would see the applicant complete their project and drawdown in full.

26/11/2020WRJ02600Judicial Appointments

26/11/2020WRJ02700162. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if copies of all correspondence to or from him, his advisers or his Department relating 
to the filling of the Supreme Court vacancy occasioned by the retirement of a person (details 
supplied) will be provided. [39263/20]
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26/11/2020WRJ02800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My Department holds no correspondence relating to the vacancy referred to in the Question.

26/11/2020WRJ02900Postal Services

26/11/2020WRJ03000163. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will instruct Eircode to assign a number to a property (details supplied). 
[39324/20]

26/11/2020WRJ03100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, was awarded a 10 year contract 
in December 2013 to develop, implement, maintain and promote the National Postcode System 
“Eircode”.  

Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and verified 
geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as changes 
to existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these build-
ings.  An Post GeoDirectory (APG), a subsidiary company of  An Post and Ordnance Survey 
Ireland, issue a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a quarterly basis to Eircode in 
accordance with their licence agreement. 

Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on the free to use Eircode Finder 
website, a notification letter is issued to the property occupant containing the Eircode of that 
address and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licensed businesses for their use. Eir-
code have informed my Department that over 119,600 property addresses have been assigned 
an Eircode since the launch in 2015.

Eircode has advised my Officials that they have raised a case with APG in relation to these 
addresses.  My Department has requested Eircode to contact and liaise directly with the indi-
vidual in question regarding the assignment of an Eircode for these two new property addresses.  

26/11/2020WRJ03200National Broadband Plan

26/11/2020WRJ03300164. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the national broadband plan in counties Sligo and Leitrim, including 
areas already covered and areas to be covered by the end of each of the years 2020, 2021 and 
2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39377/20]

26/11/2020WRJ03400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broad-
band Ireland (NBI) under a contract signed last November to roll out a high speed and future 
proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people liv-
ing and working in the over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms 
along with 695 schools.

In County Sligo, there are 40,325 premises of which 14,845 (37%) are within the interven-
tion area for the National Broadband Plan. In County Leitrim, there are 22,443 premises of 
which 11,595 (52 %) are within the intervention area.  The deployment plan forecasts premises 
passed in all counties within the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in the State having ac-
cess to high speed broadband within the next four years. 

I am advised by NBI that, as of 16 November, over 131,000 premises across all counties have 
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been surveyed which is ahead of the full year survey target of 120,000 that had been projected 
by the company. Surveys have been completed in County Sligo in the areas of Ballintogher, 
Ballysadare, Calry, Carney, Collooney, Drumcliff, Kilmacowen, Rosses Point, Rahaberna, Lis-
duff, Clogherevagh, Tobercurry, Ballymote, the outskirts of Sligo Town, Enniscrone, Agham-
ore Near, Carrowcrin, Strandhill, Culshera and Kilmactranny.  Further surveys are planned in 
the area of Castlegarron in 2021. NBI’s indicative timeframe for fibre delivery in those areas 
where surveying has been completed is the second half of 2021. Surveys have been completed 
in County Leitrim around Carrick on Shannon and further surveys are scheduled for the area of 
Keshcarrigan in 2022. NBI are working on firming up the fibre delivery dates for the premises 
already surveyed around Carrick on Shannon.

Surveying is the first step towards delivering the new fibre network and involves physically 
walking the routes and documenting images, notes and measurements of the poles, cables and 
underground ducts in each area. This informs design solutions for provision of the fibre network 
to each and every premises in the surveyed area and leads to detailed designs. The detailed de-
signs are then used to initiate the ‘make ready’ project with Open eir for the area, where Open 
eir ensure any poles and ducts being reused are fit for purpose and the make ready of other 
required infrastructure. This step also informs decisions on equipment ordering. Survey data is 
also needed to initiate pre-works which pave the way for the deploying of fibre. Pre-works in-
volve construction of new duct routes, erection of poles, building chambers, and tree trimming. 
On completion of these pre-works, the main construction works can commence. This involves 
deploying fibre overhead on poles and in underground ducts, splicing of fibre, and unblocking 
of ducts. Once the main construction works are completed and the appropriate level of testing 
has been undertaken, the fibre network can be commissioned and end users can order their con-
nection.

Further details are available on specific areas within Sligo and Leitrim through the NBI 
website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their 
interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie  . Individu-
als who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering 
the network and specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to com-
mence. I am aware that concerns have been raised regarding the level of information available 
on the deployment of the NBI network and I am advised that NBI is working to provide more 
detail on its website, with a rolling update on network build plans.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 13 
November, 147 publicly accessible BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed 
broadband service will be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts 
managed by the Department of Rural and Community Development. Castleconnor Community 
Centre, Highwood Community Centre and Cartron Community Centre BCPs have all been in-
stalled by NBI in County Sligo and will be connected in the coming months. In County Leitrim, 
Gortlettragh Community Centre, Donaghmore Workhouse and Famine Museum and Glencar 
Waterfall BCPs have now been installed by NBI and will be connected in the coming months, 
with Aghanlish Community Centre already installed and connected.

Some 48 schools throughout Ireland have now had infrastructure installed by NBI, with 
22 schools already connected to high speed broadband. In Sligo, a number of schools includ-
ing Calry National School, Saint Patrick’s National School, Achonry National School, Knock-
minna National School, and Scoil Asicus Naofa are now connected as part of this initiative. In 
Leitrim, Aughawillian National School Is now connected.  My Department continues to work 
with Department of Education and Skills to prioritise the remaining schools to be connected 
over the term of the NBP. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.
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26/11/2020WRJ03500Postal Services

26/11/2020WRJ03600165. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if his attention has been drawn the delay with transferring new Eircode locations to 
an application (details supplied); the terms of the contracts in place to ensure the transfer hap-
pens in a timely manner; if he is satisfied that the terms of the contract are being met; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39425/20]

26/11/2020WRJ03700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Capita Business Support Services Ireland, trading as Eircode, was awarded a 10 year contract 
in December 2013 to develop, implement, maintain and promote the National Postcode System 
“Eircode”. 

Eircodes are assigned to new property addresses using a valid postal address and verified 
geo-locations. An Post collects information on new and existing buildings, as well as changes to 
existing addresses and Ordnance Survey Ireland provides the geo-locations for these buildings.  
An Post GeoDirectory, a subsidiary company of An Post and Ordnance Survey Ireland, issue 
a new release of the GeoDirectory database file on a quarterly basis to Eircode in accordance 
with their licence agreement. 

Each new postal address assigned an Eircode is published on the free to use Eircode Finder 
website, a notification letter is issued to the property occupant containing the Eircode of that 
address and an updated Eircode Database is provided to licensed businesses for their use. Eir-
code have informed my Department that over 119,600 property addresses have been assigned 
an Eircode since the launch in 2015.

Eircode have informed my Department that once the Eircode database is updated they pro-
vide updates to commercial operations each quarter in line with the terms of their licence agree-
ments. The timely release of each quarterly update is consistent across all licensed businesses, 
including the application referred to by the Deputy.

Operational matters and commercial decisions of private commercial operators, including 
the updating of their applications, are a matter for these commercial operators and one in which 
I have no direct function.

26/11/2020WRJ03800Post Office Network

26/11/2020WRJ03900166. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the steps being considered by his Department to protect the post office network; if 
he will introduce new services to the post office network to increase footfall; and if a sustain-
ability plan will be forthcoming from his Department with regard to the post office network. 
[39439/20]

26/11/2020WRJ04000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Programme for Government recognises that a modernised post office network will provide a 
better range of financial services and e-commerce services for citizens and enterprise, as part of 
our commitment to a sustainable nationwide post office network.  

While it is long-standing Government policy that postal services will not be directly subsi-
dised by the Government, we remain fully committed to a sustainable post office network as a 
key component of the economic and social infrastructure in both rural and urban areas. 

The importance of the post office network has been clearly demonstrated throughout the 
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pandemic where we have seen a range of initiatives through our post offices which have helped 
support local communities, the elderly and vulnerable.  

An Post put in place a Strategic Plan, covering the period 2017 – 2021, in response to the 
structural challenges faced by the postal sector.  In order to implement the Plan, the cost of 
which was estimated to be in the region of €150m, the Minister for Finance provided a loan 
of €30m to the company in December 2017 to support the renewal of the post office network 
(€15m) and the continued fulfilment of a 5 day per week mails delivery service (€15m). 

As part of the delivery of the plan the company was split into two distinct business units, An 
Post Mails and Parcels and An Post Retail.

An Post is transforming its retail network by delivering new products and new formats. 
This includes, among other things, diversifying and growing the financial services products it 
provides for individuals and SMEs to include loans, credit cards and more foreign exchange 
products, local banking in association with the major banks and a full range of State Sav-
ings products. Two new dedicated sub-brands, An Post Money and a new business-to-business 
brand, An Post Commerce, were launched. Investment by An Post of €50 million in the network 
is designed to encourage communities to use the enhanced services in their local post office.

Government believes An Post has untapped potential to do more and make a further sig-
nificant contribution across many areas of public, business and community life in Ireland. With 
an evolving mandate An Post can emerge as a central hub for a wide variety of valuable com-
munity focused services.  We will work closely with An Post to see if there is scope to channel 
additional services through the network. All options will be considered fully and efforts will 
be redoubled to give effect to our commitment to ensuring a sustainable and viable post office 
network. 

26/11/2020WRJ04100Wind Energy Generation

26/11/2020WRJ04200167. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if the findings of the multi-agency group established to review the slide of 
Meenbog bog, County Donegal, as a result of the construction of wind turbines in the area will 
be made public; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39456/20]

26/11/2020WRJ04300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
It my understanding that the multi-agency group referred to in the Question has been estab-
lished and is being led by Donegal County Council. My Department has no role in the Group 
and is not a member of it. It is, therefore, a matter for Donegal County Council to decide if the 
review group findings will be published.     

Further information is provided at the following link:   

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/yourcouncil/communicationsoffice/pressreleasesfromjan2020/
bogslidemeenbogballybofey/

26/11/2020WRJ04400North-South Interconnector

26/11/2020WRJ04500168. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the reason procurement is proceeding by the ESB in relation to the proposed 
North-South interconnector before a project agreement is in place with EirGrid as specified in 
the European Union infrastructure agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[39520/20]

26/11/2020WRJ04600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
EirGrid is the designated Transmission System Operator and its role includes the operation, 
maintenance and development of the electricity transmission network in Ireland. The construc-
tion of the North South Interconnector, and all related procurement activities, is an operational 
matter for EirGrid and ESB Networks and one in which I have no function.  

I assume that the Deputy is referring in his Question to the EirGrid/ESB Infrastructure 
Agreement. 

All of the relevant parties sought the agreement of the Commission for Regulation of Utili-
ties (CRU) which approved “expenditure efficiently incurred” on the advance procurement.  
Following this approval, in September 2017 ESB Networks commenced a number of procure-
ment processes in relation to the project. 

I am assured that ESB Networks do not intend placing orders for material supply until all 
legal and planning issues have been finalised. 

I believe that this important new cross-Border infrastructure will significantly facilitate the 
integration of renewable energy into the power system in line with the Programme for Govern-
ment, will improve the efficient operation of the all-island Single Electricity Market, increase 
the security of electricity supply in Ireland and Northern Ireland, will bring economic benefits 
to the region and can address our climate objectives on the island of Ireland.

26/11/2020WRJ04700Greenways Provision

26/11/2020WRJ04800169. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport the status of the planned 
Burtonport to Letterkenny greenway project; if his Department has allocated funding to same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39403/20]

26/11/2020WRJ04900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I can confirm that there is no funding cur-
rently allocated to the Burtonport to Letterkenny greenway project; however, I can also confirm 
my intention to hold further calls for greenway funding applications in 2021. I firmly believe 
that in the coming years we can support the delivery of a network of well-connected routes in 
Donegal, and beyond, which can act not just as visitor attractions but also facilitate a switch to 
active travel for local communities across the region.  

The Deputy is likely aware that Donegal County Council did apply for funding of the Bur-
tonport to Letterkenny greenway in 2018 when a funding call in relation to construction-ready 
projects was held. However, as the project did not have planning permission in place it was not 
considered for funding at that time.

More recently the Council again applied for funding under the Carbon Tax Fund but the 
application was unsuccessful due to both the fact the funding call itself was heavily oversub-
scribed and the fact that this particular project was unable to sufficiently demonstrate its strate-
gic potential to link into other related infrastructure in region. 

However, three other applications put forward by Donegal County Council were successful 
and were allocated funding - 

Inishowen Greenway €45,000 Route Options selection on an 8 km section from Muff to Quigley’s 
Point.
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Inishowen Greenway €180,000 Route options selection on a 32 km section from Buncrana to Carn-
donagh.

Foyle Valley Greenway €115,000 Route options for a 28.5 km section of the Foyle Valley Greenway 
from Carrigans to Castlefinn.

My Department also contributes funding to the INTERREG Programme in Donegal that is 
funding cross-border Greenways from Derry to Buncrana, Derry to Muff and Lifford to Stra-
bane. The intention is that we can build on those projects with our Carbon Tax Fund projects to 
create an Inishowen Peninsula loop and also extend the Derry to Carrigans Greenway. 

26/11/2020WRJ05000Military Aircraft

26/11/2020WRJ05100170. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the number of US troops and 
military personnel that have passed through Shannon Airport in each of the years 2018, 2019 
and to date in 2020. [39421/20]

26/11/2020WRJ05200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department has no statutory function 
with regard to the transit of foreign military personnel through Irish sovereign territory or Irish 
airports.

Shannon Airport Authority has informed my Department that they collate such information 
at the end of each month, and that the numbers of US military personnel that transited through 
Shannon Airport during the requested periods were:

Year  Number of US military personnel that transited Shannon Airport 
 2018  93,852
 2019  86,653
 2020 (January to October)  65,965

26/11/2020WRJ05300Military Aircraft

26/11/2020WRJ05400171. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the amount paid to Shannon 
Airport or to the Shannon Airport Authority in landing charges for US military aircraft or in 
landing charges for US-leased aircraft carrying non-civilian passengers or goods in each year 
from 1 January 2001 to date. [39422/20]

26/11/2020WRJ05500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy may be aware, Shannon 
Airport Authority has statutory responsibility to operate and manage Shannon Airport.  Shan-
non Airport Authority is a subsidiary of Shannon Group which is a commercial State Body.  

Accordingly, the matter raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for the Company. I 
have therefore forwarded your request to Shannon Group for a direct response.  If a response is 
not received within 10 days, please contact my private office.

26/11/2020WRJ05600Driver Licences

26/11/2020WRJ05700172. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding per-
sons driving in Ireland with United Kingdom driving licences after 1 January 2021; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39492/20]

26/11/2020WRJ05800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Irish 
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driving licences can only be issued to people resident in Ireland. Driving licences issued by the 
Member States of the European Union are mutually recognised. Therefore, a holder of an EU 
licence who moves to another Member State can drive on that licence until the licence expires. 
On expiry, the licence holder will then need to exchange their licence for the licence of the 
country they are now resident in.  

After the transition period (transition period ends 31 December 2020), the UK will no lon-
ger be a Member State and so a UK driving licence will not be recognised here. Holders of UK 
licences resident in Ireland are therefore encouraged to exchange their UK licences for an Irish 
one before this date. 

However, legislation exists to allow for the recognition of foreign driving licences for ex-
change purposes in the Road Traffic Acts.  Following the transition period, the potential then 
exists for arrangements to be made under those Acts and Ireland will be pursuing this option. 
This may take a little time to complete as it involves a formal agreement and legislation here in 
Ireland, as well as corresponding steps by the UK.

There is a distinction between motorists with a UK driving licence visiting Ireland and those 
living in Ireland. Under the Convention on Road Traffic 1949 (Geneva Convention) drivers 
from Contracting States carrying a valid driver’s licence can drive on each other’s roads for up 
to a year. As Ireland and the UK are Contracting States to the Geneva Convention this position 
applies and will not change following the withdrawal date. This means that motorists who are 
not resident in Ireland but driving in Ireland with a UK driving licence while visiting are not 
affected by Brexit. 

26/11/2020WRJ05900Driver Test

26/11/2020WRJ06000173. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Transport the waiting times for driving 
tests in Tullamore and Birr, County Offaly, and Portlaoise, County Laois, respectively; and the 
efforts being made to address the waiting times. [39314/20]

26/11/2020WRJ06100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Spe-
cific details on waiting times for driver tests are held by the Road Safety Authority.  I have 
therefore referred this part of the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

As you are aware, tests were temporarily suspended due to the Covid 19 emergency and 
since resuming operations, there has been an increased level of demand.  Unfortunately, due to 
social distancing requirements, normal capacity has been considerably reduced and this means 
that customers will experience longer waiting times for a test than was the case before the ser-
vice was suspended.  The need to return to Level 5 restrictions from 22 October to 1 December 
2020 for reasons of public health will inevitably impact further on delays to driver testing.  Dur-
ing the Level 5 period, driving tests will be available only to those who are involved in essential 
services, including essential retail work.    

While the service is limited during Level 5 restrictions, the Road Safety Authority is exam-
ining ways of increasing the number of tests within health constraints with an eye to resuming 
wider testing after Level 5, and is working in close consultation with my Department on this 
matter. This includes increasing the number of testing staff to help reduce and, over time, elimi-
nate the backlog. 

I am pleased to say, my Department has already given approval to the RSA to retain 18 
driver testers on  temporary contracts due to expire in October and November, and to rehire 18 



26 November 2020

87

testers whose contracts expired in May. This will help to increase testing capacity.  However, I 
would like to stress, that many of the issues impacting on the delivery of service are concerned 
with the throughput of centres themselves in light of the restrictions, rather than on the avail-
ability of staff.

 The RSA are also looking at a number of other measures, including whether the number of 
tests a driver tester can perform each day can be increased and scheduling additional overtime 
tests.

While I regret the inconvenience caused, public safety is of paramount importance. My of-
ficials and I are working hard to ensure the resumption of services as soon as Level 5 is lifted.

26/11/2020WRK00200Pension Provisions

26/11/2020WRK00300174. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport the reason the terms of the Irish 
Aviation Authority, IAA, 1996 pension scheme were amended in 2012 without a collective 
agreement of the staff of the IAA when a mediated collective agreement was in place until 31 
December 2018. [39337/20]

26/11/2020WRK00400175. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport the reason the IAA pension 
scheme changes did not reflect the collective agreements in place at the time; and the reason 
staff were not informed. [39338/20]

26/11/2020WRK00500176. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport the reason pension payment 
increases have not been awarded given the exceptional profitability of the IAA since 2015; and 
the authority under which IAA management decide not to award them. [39339/20]

26/11/2020WRK00600177. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport the reason the IAA hybrid 
pension scheme is being operated without agreement and outside the requirements of the Irish 
Aviation Authority Act 1993. [39340/20]

26/11/2020WRK00700178. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Transport the reason the pension benefits 
of the IAA hybrid pension scheme were amended without the members of the scheme being 
informed. [39341/20]

26/11/2020WRK00800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 174 to 
178, inclusive, together.

I can confirm that a submission has been made on behalf of some staff of the Irish Aviation 
Authority in accordance with Section 41 of the Irish Aviation Authority Act, 1993 in respect of 
the IAA 1996 pension scheme.  Section 41 provides that a dispute on superannuation benefit 
may be submitted to the Minister for Transport. I am not able to comment on the details of that 
submission at this point but can advise the Deputy that it will be considered in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act.  

No such submission has been made in respect of the IAA Hybrid scheme. In general, a dis-
pute that arises on the superannuation scheme is a matter between the members of the scheme, 
the Trustees of the scheme and the company. If agreement cannot be reached Section 41 pro-
vides a further option in the case of the IAA. 

26/11/2020WRK01300Dublin Bus
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26/11/2020WRK01400179. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if action will be taken to ensure 
that sufficient capacity will be provided on a Dublin Bus route (details supplied) [39344/20]

26/11/2020WRK01500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Continued operation of the public trans-
port sector is important, and it has been designated among the essential services that have car-
ried on during the Covid crisis.  I would like to thank both public and commercial operators 
and their staff for their continued dedication to providing this vital service in such challenging 
times.  

The Government’s “Living with Covid” Plan sets out capacity guidance for public trans-
port at each of the 5 risk levels identified in the Plan.  Due to the rising incidences of Covid-19 
in the community, An Taoiseach announced that for a period of six weeks from midnight on 
Wednesday 21st October, the whole country would move to Level 5 of the Plan.  At current 
levels of risk, public transport operators are restricted to using only 25% of the passenger-
carrying capacity on their vehicles.  Importantly, the Plan’s guidance on working from home 
where possible and on the closure of social, leisure and other facilities has reduced the demand 
for public transport well below normal levels.  The advice is aimed at ensuring public transport 
is safeguarded for those who need it most, including frontline workers and students.  Both my 
Department and the NTA are closely monitoring public transport demand and will continue to 
be guided by public health advice.  

Since the move to Level 5, the NTA and bus operators in Dublin (Dublin Bus and Go-Ahead 
Ireland), have re-allocated a number of vehicles and drivers across the network to enhance the 
capacity in areas where they were experiencing capacity issues.

Approximately 43 buses have been redeployed by Dublin Bus since October 22nd to help 
mitigate the impact of the capacity restrictions and reduce the number of passengers being 
left at stops. Where possible, these vehicles are being deployed during peak demand times, 
particularly for school travel.  These measures have also assisted in reducing passengers’ wait 
times at stops. Currently, all available vehicles are in use, so whilst the re-allocation has eased 
the situation, it remains the case that there may still be instances of people having to wait for 
another bus. 

The NTA continues to monitor the effects of the reduction in capacity very closely in con-
junction with public transport operators. I have therefore referred the Deputy’s query regarding 
the specific bus service mentioned to the NTA for direct reply. Please advise my private office 
if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

26/11/2020WRK01600Fishing Vessel Licences

26/11/2020WRK01700180. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has 
been drawn to the challenges faced by long-standing skippers of Irish vessels by the proposed 
implementation of SI No. 673 of 2019 - Fishing Vessels (Certification of Deck Officers and 
Engineer Officers) (Amendment) Regulations 2019; and the acknowledgement and support that 
can be given to those fishers who purchased vessels and have licences on the basis of regula-
tions that existed prior to the regulations being implemented. [39346/20]

26/11/2020WRK01800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The change referred to by the Deputy re-
lates to the Fishing Vessels (Certification of Deck Officers and Engineer Officers) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2019 (S.I. No. 673/2019) which came into force in December last year implement-
ing EU Directive 2017/159 which aims to improve working and living conditions for fishermen.  
The Regulations apply to fishing vessels 15m in length or over in order to comply with the EU 
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Directive.  It is important that all fishing vessels are manned by a suitably qualified skipper to 
ensure the safety of the vessel and all of those on board.  

With regard to your query in relation to licensing, which is not linked to the qualifications of 
the skipper, nor these Regulations, any queries should be addressed to the Licensing Authority 
for Sea-fishing Boats which comes under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine.

Any person having difficulty meeting the requirements of the Regulations, with regard to 
the qualifications of the skipper, should engage directly with the Marine Survey Office who are 
the enforcement body with regard to these Regulations.

26/11/2020WRK01900Rail Network

26/11/2020WRK02000181. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport his views on a cam-
paign (details supplied); and if he will make the objectives of this campaign Government policy 
and have it resourced accordingly. [39347/20]

26/11/2020WRK02100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Programme for Government – Our 
Shared Future sets out a very clear vision to fundamentally change the nature of transport in 
Ireland.  To make that change, we need a whole of system perspective across all modes of 
transport, whether that is active travel, bus or rail.  This can only be achieved through evidence-
based and plan-led transport infrastructure development, as well as transport infrastructure de-
velopment that integrates with and acts as a catalyst for improved land-use planning.

Regarding inter-urban rail, I have agreed there is a need to further develop draft terms of ref-
erence for a proposed study of rail speeds on the Belfast-Dublin-Limerick Junction-Cork cor-
ridor, designated at EU level as a TEN-T Core Corridor.  My intention is to ensure the finalised 
terms of reference take sufficient cognisance of the need for balanced regional development, 
particularly in relation to connectivity with the North-West. 

My Department will work together with other relevant stakeholders in finalising the terms 
of reference and moving forward with the procurement of consultants.

I look forward to the commencement of this important study. 

26/11/2020WRK02200Bus Services

26/11/2020WRK02300182. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will extend the current 
round of public consultation on BusConnects to January or February 2021 given the Covid-19 
restrictions and the limitations they have brought. [39363/20]

26/11/2020WRK02400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including BusConnects. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.
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26/11/2020WRK02500Light Rail Projects

26/11/2020WRK02600183. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will include in the 
terms of reference for the metro south west feasibility study a requirement for the consultants to 
speak to groups that have already identified an interest including a group (details supplied) and 
relevant residents associations. [39364/20]

26/11/2020WRK02700184. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if the metro south west 
feasibility study will examine the possibility of the line terminating at Firhouse, Dublin 24. 
[39365/20]

26/11/2020WRK02800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 183 and 
184 together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure, including light rail. 

As the Deputy is aware the feasibility study referred to forms part of the overall review of 
the Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035 which has been launched by 
the NTA. The NTA is holding an initial public consultation on the review which will run until 
end January 2021 and then during 2021 will again consult with the public and publish details 
of the various background analyses currently underway or due to start and seek the views of the 
public thereon.  

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

26/11/2020WRK03000Cycling Facilities

26/11/2020WRK03100185. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the status of the Clonskeagh-
to-city centre cycle route; and if he expects delays due to Covid-19 restrictions. [39366/20]

26/11/2020WRK03200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has responsibility for the planning and development of public transport infra-
structure in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA), including cycling infrastructure.

Details of individual projects are matters for the NTA and the relevant local authorities, ac-
cordingly I have referred your question to the NTA for a more detailed reply. Please contact my 
private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

26/11/2020WRK03300Brexit Issues

26/11/2020WRK03400186. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Transport the point at which a person 
who has attained a certificate of professional competence as transport manager from the UK is 
required to take the relevant Irish examination in order to retain that certificate post Brexit; the 
legal position on this matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39378/20]

26/11/2020WRK03500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This question relates to Brexit and Trans-
port Manager Certificates of Professional Competence. 
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Under Regulation (EC) No. 1071/2009 a number of requirements must be satisfied in or-
der to be eligible to hold a road transport operator licence for an EU operator, one of which is 
professional competence. In order to fulfil this requirement, every road transport undertaking 
must have a nominated Transport Manager to effectively and continuously manage its transport 
activities.  The Transport Manager must be the holder of a Certificate of Professional Compe-
tence (hereinafter referred to as “TM CPC”) issued in the EU, in either Road Haulage or Road 
Passenger Transport depending on the nature of the operator’s business. 

As highlighted in the European Commission’s Brexit Notice of 19 January 2018 (updated 
on 13 July 2020) to Stakeholders in the Field of Road Transport (https://ec.europa.eu/info/
sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/road_transport_en.pdf), after the end of the Brexit transi-
tion period, TM CPCs issued by an authority of the United Kingdom or a body authorised by 
the United Kingdom will no longer be valid in the EU.  

Holders of UK-issued TM CPCs who do not intend to use their certificate to act as Transport 
Manager for a road transport operator based in the EU are unaffected and no action is required 
on their part to retain their UK certificate if working for, or seeking to work for, UK operators. 

As part of the Government’s Brexit preparations, my Department has carried out a review 
and has identified circa 200 individuals with a UK-issued TM CPC who are nominated as 
Transport Manager for Irish road transport operators. My officials have recently written to these 
Transport Managers and the relevant operators to ensure that they are aware of the position as 
outlined in the European Commission’s Brexit notice to stakeholders. The Department also 
carried out a similar communications exercise in October 2019 in preparation for the Brexit 
deadlines as they stood then, with letters issuing to relevant Transport Managers and operators 
at the time. 

Operators affected are allowed a period of up to a maximum of six months in which to 
ensure that the professional competence requirement for their operator licence is once again 
satisfied, in accordance with Article 13 of Regulation (EC) 1071/2009. 

Individuals who hold a UK-issued TM CPC and who wish to act as Transport Manager for 
a road transport operator based in the EU, including Ireland, must obtain a TM CPC issued by 
an EU Member State. Obtaining an Irish TM CPC requires passing the TM CPC examination 
administered by the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport (CILT). Candidates in this 
case will not be required to undertake the training course of 100 hours that is normally manda-
tory before taking the examination. The next TM CPC examination will be held on 9 December 
2020 and online registration with CILT for this examination closed on 25 November.  The ex-
amination will next be offered in the first quarter of 2021.  

In accordance with Article 4 of Regulation (EC) 1071/2009, the Transport Manager for a 
road transport operator based in the EU must be resident in the EU.

My Department will continue to liaise with the European Commission on this matter; how-
ever, the current position is as set out in the relevant EU legislation as above, and Irish Transport 
Managers and operators must ensure that they meet the relevant EU legislative requirements.

26/11/2020WRK03600Driver Test

26/11/2020WRK03700187. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that the email address for urgent RSA driver tests provided by him in response 
to a recent parliamentary question is no longer monitored; if he will advise on an alternative 
email addresses through which representations can be made for urgent appointments; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [39399/20]

26/11/2020WRK03800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
RSA have recently updated their process and candidates can now request an urgent Driving Test 
via a dedicated webform available at 

https://www.rsa.ie/en/RSA/Learner-Drivers/The-Driving-Test/Request-an-urgent-driving-
test/

This webform will allow customers to assess whether they qualify for an urgent test ap-
pointment and if so, to submit an application for same. If the applicant’s request is accepted, 
they will be placed on a short notice list and may be called for a test with as little as one days’ 
notice. 

The webform allows for a quicker response time in the case of such requests ,while also 
eliminating the need for manual processing. If somebody emails the urgent test email address, 
they will get an auto response directing them to use the webform. 

26/11/2020WRK03900Driver Test

26/11/2020WRK04000188. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport if a driver test will be expe-
dited in the case of a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39400/20]

26/11/2020WRK04100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
scheduling of candidates’ driving tests is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority (RSA) 
and as Minister, I have no power to intervene in individual cases.

The Road Safety Authority has advised it is prioritising driver testing for essential workers 
and has set up a dedicated webform on its website www.rsa.ie.

This webform will allow customers to assess whether they qualify for an urgent test ap-
pointment and if so, to submit an application for same. If the applicant’s request is accepted, 
they will be placed on a short notice list. 

26/11/2020WRK04200Taxi Licences

26/11/2020WRK04300189. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport when PSV tests will recom-
mence; if his attention has been drawn to the impact that the suspension of such tests has on 
businesses requiring such licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39401/20]

26/11/2020WRK04400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The regulation of the small public service 
vehicle (SPSV) industry, including entry tests for SPSV drivers, is a matter for the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the Taxi Regulation Act 2013.  

Given the role of the NTA as regulator, I have referred your question to the Authority for 
direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 
working days.

26/11/2020WRK04500Taxi Regulations
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26/11/2020WRK04600190. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the supports available to 
taxi drivers who are obliged to renew their cars in January 2021 under the ten-year rule; if the 
ten-year rule will be further postponed for a period given the impact of Covid-19 on the taxi 
industry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39424/20]

26/11/2020WRK04700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Vehicle age limits for small public ser-
vice vehicles (SPSVs) are a matter for the statutory regulator, the National Transport Authority 
(NTA). 

The Deputy may be aware that, at the start of the pandemic, the NTA extended until the end 
of 2020 the age limits for vehicles that were due to reach them from March onward. Further-
more, the NTA has proposed a further extension of these age limits until 31 December 2021 
and has recently concluded a public consultation on this proposal. More detailed information 
in relation to this proposal is available on the following link: https://www.nationaltransport.ie/
consultations/public-consultation-maximum-permissible-age-october-2020/

26/11/2020WRK04800Driver Test

26/11/2020WRK04900191. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide additional 
resources for the RSA to enable it to expedite driver theory tests for which there are now exces-
sively long waiting lists (details supplied). [39432/20]

26/11/2020WRK05000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Driver Theory Test has not been deemed to be an essential service under level 5.  As a conse-
quence, the service is closed, effective from midnight on Wednesday 21st of October, and for 
the duration of Level 5 restrictions.  All appointments during that time have been rescheduled 
to the next available appointment date.  

As I am sure you are aware, the Theory Test service was temporarily suspended in March 
2020 due to the Covid 19 emergency. When the service resumed in June, there was an increased 
level of demand and a significant backlog developed. This was coupled with the need to sig-
nificantly reduce normal daily capacity to comply with occupational and public health require-
ments. 

When the Driver Theory Test Service  closed on the 21st of October due to the latest restric-
tions, the majority of testing centres had almost full bookings up to end December and some 
into January too as it worked its way through the initial backlog. The decision was taken by 
the service provider that those whose appointments were cancelled due to the latest restrictions 
would be rescheduled to the next available appointment date. 

The Road Safety Authority has advised my office that it is engaging with its service provider 
to examine ways of increasing the number of tests within the current health constraints for when 
services are resumed. This will help reduce and, over time, eliminate the backlog. 

While I regret the inconvenience caused, public safety is of paramount importance. My of-
ficials and I are working hard to ensure the resumption of services as soon as Level 5 is lifted.

26/11/2020WRK05100Help-To-Buy Scheme

26/11/2020WRK05200194. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance if the help-to-buy scheme will 
be extended to include the refurbishment cost in addition to the capital cost of the house; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28420/20]
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26/11/2020WRK05300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive, is 
a scheme to assist first-time purchasers with the deposit they need to buy or build a new house 
or apartment.  The incentive gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax 
(DIRT) paid in Ireland over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legislation. 

In addition to the conditions laid down in section 477C Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 
(TCA), including that the property is occupied as the sole or main residence of a first time 
purchaser, section 477C(2) defines a ‘qualifying residence’.  The legislation is specific as to the 
definition of a qualifying residence.  It must be a new building which was not, at any time, used 
or suitable for use as a dwelling.  If the property was non-residential, but has been converted 
for residential use, it may qualify for HTB. Renovation or refurbishment of old houses to either 
upgrade or reinstate them for habitation does not qualify for HTB. 

For a property to qualify for Help to Buy it must be new, or, converted for use as a home not 
having been previously been used as a home. In the circumstances where the house was previ-
ously used as a dwelling but knocked down and rebuilt, then it is “new”. First-time buyers may 
purchase a site containing a house which is derelict and which they plan to demolish, in whole 
or in part, with the intention of building a new house. First time buyers intending to undertake 
such purchases should contact Revenue via MyEnquiries outlining the specific circumstances 
of their case and Revenue will consider them on a case by case basis.

Revenue advise me that in order for it to make an assessment that the dwelling being built 
on the site is ‘new’, sufficient evidence is required which shows that the previous dwelling was 
demolished and replaced as opposed to being extended/refurbished.  Revenue also require as 
much evidence as possible from the builder, engineer or other professionals working on the 
project, about the condition of the former dwelling which made it uninhabitable or unsound and 
required that it was demolished (and the extent of demolition involved).  If there is any other 
information (photos, etc.) that’s relevant in helping Revenue understand that the property meets 
the criteria in the legislation, this should be included.

I have no plans to broaden out the definition of a qualifying residence under the scheme in 
the manner mentioned by the Deputy. 

Question No. 195 answered with Question No. 72.

Question No. 196 answered with Question No. 84.

26/11/2020WRK05400Financial Services Sector

26/11/2020WRK05500197. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Finance if a group (details supplied) 
is still chaired by the Secretary General of the Department of the Taoiseach; and the reason it 
no longer publishes the minutes of its meetings. [28276/20]

26/11/2020WRK05600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In 2015 the government launched a 
Strategy entitled IFS2020: A Strategy for Ireland’s International Financial Services Sector 
2015–2020.  New implementation structures were established under that Strategy and the Clear-
ing House Group no longer exists. This revised committee structure continues under the most 
recent Strategy for the development of the international financial services sector to 2025, ‘Ire-
land for Finance’ (2019). The new committee structure is a modernisation to reflect the profile 
and characteristics of the sector as well as new models of engagement which have worked well 
in driving growth and job creation through the Action Plan for Jobs and other successful gov-
ernment strategies. Furthermore, given the nationwide nature of international financial services 
in Ireland, the new structures also reflect the continued regional development of the industry.  
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Under the new structures, an Industry Advisory Committee (IAC) represents the industry 
expertise and a High Level Implementation Committee (HLIC), which is a senior group of civil 
and public servants, represents the public sector. The public sector High Level Implementation 
Committee meets quarterly as a standalone committee. Thereafter, it and the Industry Advisory 
Committee meet jointly as the Ireland for Finance Joint Committee each quarter.

The Minister of State at the Department of Finance, Seán Fleming TD, chairs the High 
Level Implementation Committee (HLIC) and the Ireland for Finance Joint Committee.

The minutes of the HLIC are available at https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/f412d5-public-
sector-high-level-implementation-committee-hlic-minutes/ 

The minutes of the Ireland for Finance Joint Committee are at https://www.gov.ie/en/
collection/4b2aa7-minutes-of-the-ifs2020-joint-committee-jc-meetings/

26/11/2020WRL00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRL00300198. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Finance the reason he did not apply 
for the extension of Covid-19 payment breaks for borrowers by the deadline of 23 September 
2020. [28277/20]

26/11/2020WRL00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, on 18 
March last the Banking and Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) announced a coordinated 
approach by banks and other lenders to help their customers who were economically impacted 
by the Covid-19 crisis.  The measures included flexible loan repayment arrangements where 
needed, including loan payment breaks initially for a period up to three months and then sub-
sequently extended for up to six months. This was a welcome voluntary initiative that allowed 
necessary relief to be quickly and efficiently provided to borrowers.

The European Banking Authority (EBA) also introduced COVID-19 guidelines in the 
spring with the objective of setting out the requirements for the public and private moratoria 
introduced across the European Union which, if fulfilled, would help avoid the classification 
of exposures as forborne or defaulted under distressed restructuring.  One of the conditions for 
moratoria to be compliant with the EBA guidelines was that each individual payment break 
had to be approved before 30 September 2020, and on 21 September the EBA announced that 
it would not extend this deadline. I would like to clarify for the Deputy’s information that there 
was no requirement or deadline by which I, as Minister for Finance, had to apply for an exten-
sion of Covid-19 payment breaks.

The Deputy may nevertheless wish to note that, in its statement, the EBA indicated that 
banks can continue supporting their customers with extended payment moratoria after 30 Sep-
tember 2020, with such loans classified on a case-by-case basis according to the usual pruden-
tial framework. 

It is recognised that many borrowers continue to be impacted by the economic consequenc-
es of Covid-19, and they may not be in a position to resume their loan repayment commitments 
when their payment break ends or may now be in difficulty for the first time.  I am fully aware 
of the stress and uncertainty that these borrowers are facing, and they will continue to need as-
sistance and support from their lenders.  Borrowers have a suite of regulatory protections, such 
as the Central Bank’s Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears, and lenders have specific obliga-
tions to support and work with borrowers who are continuing to experience mortgage or other 
loan difficulty because of Covid-19. These options could include additional flexibility, and this 
could be a short term arrangement such as additional periods without payments or interest-only 
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repayments, or if appropriate more long term arrangements. 

I will continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that the Central Bank 
consumer protection framework will be fully available to mortgage and other borrowers that 
will still need support due to the economic impact of Covid-19.  The Central Bank has also con-
firmed that there is no regulatory impediment to lenders offering payment breaks to borrowers, 
providing they are appropriate for the individual borrower circumstance.  Indeed, the Deputy 
may wish to note that the Central Bank recently wrote to all lenders indicating that lenders are 
to ensure that they have sufficient expert resources to assess individual borrower circumstances, 
and to offer appropriate and sustainable solutions to affected borrowers in a timely manner in 
line with regulatory requirements and Central Bank expectations. 

Question No. 199 answered with Question No. 121.

Question No. 200 answered with Question No. 108.

Question No. 201 answered with Question No. 83.

26/11/2020WRL00500Eurozone Issues

26/11/2020WRL00600202. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on the latest 
meeting of the Eurogroup; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36652/20]

26/11/2020WRL00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The most recent Eurogroup meeting 
was held on Tuesday 3 November. Due to COVID19 related restrictions the decision was made 
once again to hold the Eurogroup meeting by videoconference. 

The first agenda item featured a discussion on the latest health developments and their 
economic consequences, in view of the worrying surge in COVID-19 cases around Europe. Dr 
Andrea Ammon, Director of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
provided a valuable and insightful briefing to the Eurogroup. 

We were reminded of the value of a coordinated European response to the pandemic and we 
reaffirmed our commitment to continue to provide unprecedented budgetary support. We also 
noted that the three safety nets agreed last April are now in place.

For information, the three safety nets are:

- The SURE instrument aims to protect jobs, and I am glad to report that support has already 
been granted to 17 member states. We all congratulated the Commission for its successful first 
issuance on the financial markets in relation to this instrument.

- The European Investment Bank (EIB) Guarantee Fund supports businesses and has been 
in effect since the summer; the first operations worth of €1 billion have already been approved 
by the EIB Board.

- The Pandemic Crisis Support instrument of the European Stability Mechanism (ESM).

The Eurogroup then moved on to a discussion on the ECB’s report on a Digital Euro. The 
report looks at different ways a digital euro could be designed. Ministers see this as a priority. 
We all agreed that a digital euro can bring benefits to European citizens, to businesses and to the 
European economy as a whole. But, at the same time, we are aware that the design and imple-
mentation of a digital euro pose challenges and deserve the most careful of consideration. I am 
therefore glad that we were able to have our first strategic discussion on the potential economic, 
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social and political consequences that such an innovation could entail.  I expect the Eurogroup 
to return to this topic on a regular basis. 

We also had our first meeting in Banking Union format, this is a new grouping that is the 
consequence of Croatia and Bulgaria joining the Banking Union last July.  In this composition, 
the Chair of Banking Supervision, Andrea Enria, and the Chair of the Single Resolution Board, 
Elke Koenig informed us about the latest activities of their institutions, with specific attention to 
their response to the pandemic. We welcomed that both institutions are applying the flexibility 
within their regulatory framework to soften the impact of the COVID-19 on the banking sector, 
with a view to supporting the recovery of the economy.

The Eurogroup in inclusive format included a debriefing on the implementation of the three 
safety nets and we took stock of ongoing work on liquidity in resolution. 

The meeting concluded with the Eurogroup issuing a statement on COVID-19 develop-
ments. This statement can be accessed here:

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/11/03/eurogroup-statement-
on-covid-19-developments-this-autumn/  

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-11-26_pq202-26-11-20_en.pdf  “>EG Statement</a>]

26/11/2020WRL00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRL00900203. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance if Ireland has availed of or 
applied to the SURE scheme to help support the economy through the Covid-19 crisis; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [36653/20]

26/11/2020WRL01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In the Budget 2021 speech, I announced 
the Irish Government’s decision to make a formal application to the European Commission for 
funding under the Support to mitigate Unemployment Risks in an Emergency (SURE) Instru-
ment. The application was submitted on the 26th of October.

That application has now been assessed and accepted by the Commission. On foot of this 
assessment, the Commission published a proposal for Council Implementing Decision on 16th 
November. Once this draft Decision is adopted by the EU Council, the Commission will include 
Ireland’s loan amount in their bond issuance calendar. Draw down of the loan by Ireland is 
likely to happen in the first half of 2021.

The SURE instrument provides financial assistance by the European Commission to mem-
ber states in the form of loans of up to €100 billion in total, and takes advantage of the Commis-
sion’s strong AAA credit rating. To date, 17 countries have applied for funding totalling €87.9 
billion. Ireland is the 18th country applying, for a total amount of €2.474 billion. This brings 
the total amount committed under SURE to €90.3 billion. The scheme is now live and to date 
the Commission has issued social bonds under the scheme to a combined value of €31 billion to 
Poland, Spain, Italy, Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Slovenia.

The amount of the Irish application is based on costs already expended by the Government 
as part of the Covid-19 Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS), which satisfied the condi-
tions for an application. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the TWSS was introduced on 26 March to support firm viabil-
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ity and preserve the relationship between the employer and employee insofar as is possible by 
subsidising a portion of the employer wage bill in circumstances where the employer’s business 
has been negatively impacted by the restrictions introduced to stop the spread of COVID-19.  
Nearly 70,000 employers registered for the scheme. €2.7bn was spent supporting over 600,000 
individual employees over the life of the scheme, which ended on 31 August 2020.

26/11/2020WRL01100Value Added Tax

26/11/2020WRL01200204. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if advice will be provided on 
a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39256/20]

26/11/2020WRL01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Retail Export Scheme enables visi-
tors that are resident outside the EU benefit from VAT relief on goods purchased in Ireland and 
subsequently taken outside of the EU. Under existing rules, when the UK becomes a third coun-
try, visitors from Britain will be able to avail of the scheme.  No minimum threshold currently 
applies in respect of expenditure on which VAT relief may be claimed.

The Brexit Bill as published provides that the value of qualifying goods must exceed €175 
in order to be eligible for a refund under the scheme. This change is fully compatible with EU 
law and is in line with the EU VAT Directive. The Bill also introduces a requirement of proof 
of importation of the goods into the UK and the associated proof of payment, where applicable, 
of relevant UK VAT and duties, for the goods purchased under the scheme in order to qualify 
for a refund.

In recognition of the difficulties facing retailers, especially businesses in the tourism sector, 
I am bringing forward an amendment at committee stage to reduce the threshold to €75. This 
reduction retains protections for the exchequer while also acknowledging the potential impact 
that not making this change would have on retailers across the country at this difficult time.

Question No. 205 answered with Question No. 72.

Questions Nos. 206 to 208, inclusive, answered with Question No. 84.

26/11/2020WRL01400Vehicle Registration

26/11/2020WRL01500209. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Finance if a 2020 registration plate will 
be allowed (details supplied). [39348/20]

26/11/2020WRL01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that Regula-
tion 9 of Statutory Instrument No. 318 of 1992, Vehicle Registration and Taxation Regulations, 
provides that the year assigned by Revenue for use on a registration plate is determined by the 
date the vehicle is first brought into use.  From the information submitted on the German Regis-
tration Certificate, the vehicle in question was brought into use in Germany on 6 August 2019.  
Therefore, the year index mark of 192 was correctly assigned to the vehicle upon re-registration 
in the State.

26/11/2020WRL01700Tax Collection

26/11/2020WRL01800210. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance if special provisions will be made 
by the Office of Revenue Commissioners for self-employed or sole traders who are not cur-
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rently in a position to pay their full 2019 tax returns due to the impact of Covid-19 on their 
business; if a facility such as paying in instalments can be accommodated; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39362/20]

26/11/2020WRL01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As part of the response to COVID-19, 
the Government introduced a range of support measures for impacted businesses, including the 
Debt Warehousing scheme and a reduced interest rate of 3% for phased payment arrangements 
under certain conditions. 

The initial Debt Warehousing scheme, which was put on a statutory footing in the Financial 
Measures (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020 , provides for the deferral of unpaid VAT and PAYE 
(Employers) liabilities that arose due to COVID-19 related restrictions. The deferral is for a 
period of 12 months after a business resumes trading and attracts a 0% rate of interest (dur-
ing that period). The scheme also allows for an extended repayment period after the initial 12 
months has passed with an interest rate of 3% rather than the 10% rate that normally applies in 
such circumstances.

The Debt Warehousing scheme was extended in Budget 2021 to include self-assessed 
income tax in respect of 2019 (balancing payment) and 2020 preliminary tax. Access to the 
‘warehouse’ for these liabilities, including the 0% and 3% interest rates, requires self-assessed 
taxpayers to have a projected reduction in income of at least 25% in 2020 compared to 2019 
and to have fully paid their 2019 preliminary tax. The extended scheme also provides for the 
‘warehousing’ of overpayments of the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS).

Where ‘warehousing’ is not an option for self-employed taxpayers in respect of their 2019 
balancing income tax payment and 2020 preliminary income tax payment, for example where 
they do not meet the eligibility criteria, they can still avail of a phased payment arrangement 
at the reduced 3% rate. Any such arrangement must be agreed with Revenue by 10 December 
2020 and requires all outstanding tax returns to be filed so that the overall tax liability can be 
quantified and included in the phased payment agreement. Full details on the Debt Warehous-
ing scheme are available on the Revenue website at link https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
communications/documents/debt-warehousing-reduced-interest-measures.pdf

26/11/2020WRL02000Property Tax

26/11/2020WRL02100211. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the method through which a 
person (details supplied) in County Donegal can revalue a residential property for the purposes 
of the local property tax in circumstances in which the value of the property has potentially 
decreased since the date of initial valuation on 1 May 2013; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39402/20]

26/11/2020WRL02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 13 of the Finance (Local Prop-
erty Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) sets out how residential properties are to be valued for Local 
Property Tax purposes. 

It is a matter for property owners to determine the valuation of their properties on the ‘valu-
ation date’. The current ‘valuation date’ is 1 May 2013 and any property valuation declared on 
that date remains valid until 31 October 2021. The 2013 valuation is not affected by any repairs 
or improvements made to a property or by any general increase or decrease in property prices 
that occur over the course of the ‘valuation period’ (2013 to 2021). Any reductions in the value 
of a property during a ‘valuation period’, including the impact of adjacent road upgrades, can-
not be taken into consideration until the next ‘valuation period’. 
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Revenue has confirmed that it has already been in contact with the person in question to 
explain the position.

26/11/2020WRL02300Property Tax

26/11/2020WRL02400212. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the amount forgone and-or 
not collected by the Revenue Commissioners in local property tax by exempted property types 
in respect of properties purchased in 2013 to 2019 and to date in 2020. [39459/20]

26/11/2020WRL02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Local Property Tax (LPT) provides 
for certain properties to be exempt from the tax during a ‘valuation period’. For the current 
‘valuation period’ (now extended to cover 2013 to 2021), these exemptions include properties 
purchased between 1 January 2013 and 31 December 2013 and trading stock of builders/devel-
opers unsold at 1 May 2013 or sold in the period 1 January 2013 to 31 October 2021. Exempt 
properties under all exemption categories have a cost (in terms of LPT receipts foregone) of c. 
€15 million per year. 

Also, properties built after the current valuation date (1 May 2013) remain outside the charge 
of LPT until the next valuation date (1 November 2021).  As the owners of such properties are 
not required to submit LPT returns or valuations to Revenue, their number is not recorded. 
However, for the report of the Interdepartmental Review Group on LPT, Revenue and my De-
partment compiled estimates of the number such of properties. 

The information was based on a combination of Revenue LPT and Stamp Duty data, Central 
Statistics Office data, forecasts of housing construction and other information. The estimates 
indicate that up to 80,000 such properties may currently not be liable to LPT. I am advised that 
these properties could potentially yield additional receipts in the region of €25 million per year 
if they were brought within the charge of LPT at current rates and applying 2013 valuations in 
line with the treatment of properties currently subject to LPT. 

Revenue publishes a comprehensive range of quarterly and annual statistics relating to LPT 
on its website, including information regarding exemptions from the tax, at www.revenue.ie/en/
corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/local-property-tax/index.aspx  .

26/11/2020WRL02600Economic Growth

26/11/2020WRL02700213. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the degree to which he 
foresees a return to good economic performance if and when the Covid-19 crisis is brought 
under control; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39462/20]

26/11/2020WRL02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the time of Budget 2021, my De-
partment forecast a decline in GDP of 2 ½ per cent this year, with growth of 1 ¾ per cent in 
prospect next year. The projections assumed that trade with the UK would take place on WTO 
terms from next year and that a widespread vaccine for Covid-19 would not be available before 
the end of 2021. It was also assumed that targeted measures would be introduced in response to 
any increase in the Covid-19 incidence rate; crucially, that there would not be a second national 
lockdown. 

However, in light of the rapidly deteriorating public health situation, the country moved to 
Level 5 of the Plan for Living with Covid-19 on October 22nd. A downside scenario analysis 
published in the Budget estimated that more stringent restrictions in the fourth quarter would 
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see GDP contract by an additional percentage point this year and weaken the economic recov-
ery next year. Although the fall-out from the latest restrictions will undoubtedly be significant, 
the economic impact is unlikely to be as severe as in this scenario or as that seen during the 
first lockdown earlier this year, as construction, education, childcare and most manufacturing 
activity remain open. 

Looking beyond this year, as long as we continue to minimise any possible “scarring ef-
fects” through the provision of labour market supports, I am optimistic that the Irish economy 
will recover relatively quickly from the crisis. Indeed, assuming a vaccination can be rolled out 
over the short-term, the combination of policy supports, elevated household savings and pent-
up demand should provide an environment for a sustainable economic recovery. 

Moreover, it is possible that the pandemic may create opportunities as well as challenges. It 
is with this longer term perspective that the National Economic Plan, which will be published 
later this year, will set out the Government’s approach to bringing Ireland out of this economic 
downturn. 

26/11/2020WRL02900Economic Policy

26/11/2020WRL03000214. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if specific economic inter-
ventions might be needed in the economy if and when Covid-19 is brought under control; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39463/20]

26/11/2020WRL03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the Gov-
ernment has acted decisively and on an unprecedented scale to support the economy through 
the effects of Covid-19 and stands ready to support the recovery as we emerge from this period. 
To date, the Government has provided support of almost €40 billion to households, our health 
sector and businesses. 

In Budget 2021, I announced the establishment of a Recovery Fund of €3.4 billion to pro-
vide resources to Government next year to reinforce our economic recovery, stimulate demand 
and support employment. The Recovery Fund will be focussed on three key areas: infrastruc-
ture, reskilling and retraining, and supporting investment and jobs. 

The Fund was designed to be flexible and is a deliberate effort by Government to allow, 
within the budgetary framework, for the unprecedented level of economic uncertainty that cur-
rently prevails.  The uncertainty relates to both the trajectory of the virus and to the form that 
the post-transition trade with the UK takes.

26/11/2020WRL03200Brexit Preparations

26/11/2020WRL03300215. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
remains satisfied regarding the adequacy of actions to date to combat the economic impact of 
Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39464/20]

26/11/2020WRL03400216. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance his plans for further Brex-
it-related economic interventions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39465/20]

26/11/2020WRL03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 215 
and 216 together.

My Department has been preparing for Brexit since before the UK referendum in 2016, and 
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this work has intensified ahead of the end of the transition period on 31 December. 

The central scenario underlying Budget 2021 assumes the transition period ends without 
agreement. The macroeconomic projections underpinning Budget 2021 have been developed 
with reference to several assessments of the macroeconomic impact of Brexit that my Depart-
ment has funded and produced, including research into the inter-relationship between Covid-19 
and Brexit on short-term economic prospects. 

Brexit, in whatever form it takes, will have a negative economic impact on the Irish econ-
omy and living standards: there is no good Brexit. Regardless of the outcome of the Future 
Partnership negotiations, the UK will be outside the Single Market and Customs Union from 
1 January 2021. This will have significant and lasting implications, particularly for businesses 
moving goods to, from or through Great Britain. Any future trading arrangement that is differ-
ent to the existing arrangement will represent a permanent shock to the Irish economy.

What we can do, and what we have been doing, is take appropriate action to mitigate these 
negative effects. Overall, Budget 2021 provides €340 million for measures to prepare for Brexit 
through the continuation of existing measures as well as a number of new supports. This is on 
top of more than €700 million of measures in successive Budgets since 2017. Budget 2021 also 
includes a number of enhancements to existing tax-based measures in support of sectors and 
enterprises likely to be most affected by Brexit.

Further, Budget 2021 includes provision for a €3.4 billion Recovery Fund, the equivalent 
to c. 1.7 per cent of GNI*. The purpose of the Fund is to provide maximum flexibility to allow 
Government respond swiftly and decisively to the evolving public health and economic situa-
tion, including the fall-out from the ending of the transition period.

The Recovery Fund was designed to be flexible and is a deliberate effort by Government to 
allow, within the budgetary framework, for the unprecedented level of economic uncertainty 
that currently prevails.  The uncertainty relates to both the trajectory of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and to the form that the post-transition trade with the UK takes.

26/11/2020WRL03700Brexit Preparations

26/11/2020WRL03800217. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if Ireland is adequately 
protected from the worst aspects of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39466/20]

26/11/2020WRL03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department has been participating 
in whole of Government preparations for Brexit since before the UK referendum in 2016 and, 
in line with the Government’s overall approach, has intensified work ahead of the end of the 
transition period on 31 December in order to minimise the impact of Brexit on Ireland. 

Without prejudging the outcome of ongoing negotiations between the EU and the UK, the 
central scenario underlying Budget 2021 assumes the transition period ends without agreement 
and that a widespread vaccination for Covid-19 will not be available before the end of next year. 

On this basis, Budget 2021 focussed on providing support to the economy through this chal-
lenging period, with regards to prioritising management of the Covid-19 crisis and the threat of 
a ‘no trade deal’ Brexit. Budget 2021 provides €340 million for measures to prepare for Brexit, 
through the continuation of existing measures and new supports for sectors and enterprises 
likely to be most affected. This comes on top of over €700 million in successive Budgets since 
2017. In addition, the Recovery Fund of €3.4 billion will allow specific, targeted measures to 
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be introduced when and where the need arises in response to both Brexit and Covid-19. Budget 
2021 targets an improvement in the headline fiscal position while allowing deficit-financed 
spending to continue in the short term to ensure that our economy and the most affected sectors 
and households are adequately supported.

Regarding financial services, my Department is working closely with the Central Bank of 
Ireland and the NTMA to ensure the sector is adequately prepared to cope with the possible ef-
fects of Brexit, with as little disruption for consumers, investors and markets as possible. On the 
basis of its work and engagement across the sector, the Central Bank has been able to assure me 
that, while some level of market disruption is inevitable, the financial system as a whole should 
be resilient enough to withstand a hard Brexit and that the most material ‘cliff edge’ financial 
stability risks arising from Brexit have been largely mitigated.

Regarding preparation for the customs checks that will be necessary for goods travelling 
between Ireland and the UK, excluding Northern Ireland, at the end of the transition period, 
the Revenue Commissioners are undertaking an extensive body of work including stakeholder 
communications and training, staff recruitment and systems and infrastructure enhancements.

Finally, my Department is continuing to make Ireland’s position on the €5 billion Brexit Ad-
justment Reserve known to the European Commission. The publication of a proposal from the 
Commission is expected in the coming days and Ireland will then begin negotiating with other 
Member States to ensure we receive a significant share of the Reserve to support and enhance 
the steps which I have outlined above.

26/11/2020WRL04000Brexit Preparations

26/11/2020WRL04100218. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if, in the context of Brexit, 
the full extent of its negative impact on Ireland is fully recognised, appreciated and provided 
for in the short and medium terms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39467/20]

26/11/2020WRL04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My Department has been to the fore in 
producing and funding a number of assessments of the extent of the economic impact of Brexit, 
looking at both the short and medium term impact of Brexit in different scenarios.

For example, joint research with the ESRI, published in March 2019, broadly captured the 
range of possible future relationships between the EU and the UK.  Under these scenarios, over 
the medium-term (i.e. 5 years) the level of GDP would be between 2 and 3 1/4 per cent lower, 
compared to a situation where the UK remained in the EU.

More recently, and in light of developments related to COVID-19, joint research was un-
dertaken by my Department and the ESRI examining the impact and interrelationship of Brexit 
and the pandemic on the short-term economic prospects. The research found a limited overlap 
in the sectors exposed to the respective shocks.

Further to this, joint analysis my Department and the ESRI published in the ESRI’s Autumn 
2020 Quarterly Economic Commentary incorporated these findings to examine the impact of 
Brexit on the recovery path of the economy post COVID-19. The results were broadly in line 
with previous Department of Finance/ESRI analysis in 2019.

This research, and earlier analysis carried out and published by my Department identifying 
Ireland’s trade exposure relative to our EU partners in both exports and imports terms, show 
that Ireland is an outlier among EU member States in terms of our trade exposure in both goods 
and services to the UK.
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In the context of the research outlined, Budget 2021 was based on the prudent assumption 
of a disorderly end to the transition period between the EU and the UK at the end of this year 
and the projected impact of that scenario.

Under this scenario, a decline in GDP of -2 ½ per cent is projected for this year, and growth 
of 1 ¾ per cent is expected in 2021; this is around three percentage points below a counterfac-
tual scenario, where a trade deal between the euro area and UK is reached. 

I include a list of the published research and joint research on Brexit by my Department for 
reference:

- Department of Finance and ESRI 2016. Modelling the Medium to Long Term Potential 
Macroeconomic Impact of Brexit on Ireland

- Department of Finance. UK EU Exit: Trade Exposures of Sectors of the Irish Economy in 
a European Context

- Department of Finance. 2018. UK EU Exit – An Exposure Analysis of Sectors of the Irish 
Economy.

- Department of Finance. 2018 Brexit: Analysis of Import Exposures in an EU Context.

- Department of Finance and ESRI. 2019. Ireland and Brexit: modelling the impact of deal 
and no-deal scenarios

- Department of Finance and ESRI. 2020. Examination of the sectoral overlap of COVID-19 
and Brexit shocks

- Department of Finance. 2020. Trade Costs and Irish Goods Exports  

26/11/2020WRL04300Economic Data

26/11/2020WRL04400219. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the degree to which he 
remains satisfied regarding the stability of the economy in the face of the twin challenges of 
Brexit and Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39468/20]

26/11/2020WRL04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): COVID-19 and Brexit represent key 
challenges facing the Irish economy at present. As a result, the Budget 2021 projections were 
prudently based on a disorderly end to the transition period between the UK and the EU while 
it was also assumed that a widespread vaccine for COVID-19 would not be available before the 
end of 2021. Given these assumptions, the relationship between the two shocks is important for 
understanding short term economic developments. 

To inform the Budget 2021 economic projections my Department and the ESRI conducted 
an analysis of the sectoral overlap of the COVID-19 and no deal Brexit shocks. The key finding 
of the analysis is that there is limited overlap of the sectors exposed to the different shocks. No 
sector was found to be severely affected by both shocks. The analysis finds that while a dual 
shock from a no deal Brexit and COVID-19 increases the number of sectors at risk, the impacts 
of each individual shock are not exacerbated by the other shock. 

As the COVID-19 and Brexit are likely to affect different sectors of the economy the Budget 
2021 projections effectively treated the two shocks as ‘additive’. As a result, my Department is 
projecting that the economy will record a modest recovery next year with GDP growth of 1¾ 
per cent in prospect reflecting the continued impact of COVID-19 on the economy as well as a 
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no deal Brexit. The impact of Brexit is estimated to reduce growth by 2½ to 3 percentage points 
next year, while over the medium term the level of GDP is expected to be approximately 3½ 
percent lower relative to a hypothetical status quo scenario.

We face these twin challenges of Brexit and Covid-19 from a position of strength. Our well 
educated work force and pro-enterprise culture mean that the fundamentals of our economy 
are strong and will facilitate a return to growth when conditions allow. Indeed, against this 
challenging economic background, the main focus of Budget 2021 was on meeting these twin 
challenges. 

Budget 2021 includes provision for a €3.4 billion Recovery Fund - equivalent to c. 1.7 per 
cent of GNI*.  The purpose of the Fund is to provide maximum flexibility to allow Government 
respond swiftly and decisively to the evolving public health and economic situation, including 
the fall-out from the ending of the transition period (that governs bilateral trade with the UK) 
at end-December. Prudent economic management in recent years has allowed us to direct an 
unprecedented level of resources to addressing these challenges. Careful management of the 
public finances is needed in order to chart our way forward through the uncertain times ahead.

26/11/2020WRL04600Brexit Supports

26/11/2020WRL04700220. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if he is satisfied that all 
countries throughout the European Union realise the degree to which Ireland’s economy is 
likely to be more affected than most others by Brexit; if extra supportive measures might be 
forthcoming in the event of a greater than expected negative impact; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39469/20]

26/11/2020WRL04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In line with the Government’s overall 
approach, officials in my Department have been raising Ireland’s position as the Member State 
most impacted by Brexit with the European Commission, and within relevant European Union 
fora, since before the UK referendum in 2016.

In July 2020, as part of the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) negotia-
tions, leaders agreed on a new €5 billion Brexit Adjustment Reserve, which will be established 
outside the MFF ceilings to counter adverse consequences in Member States and sectors that 
are worst affected by Brexit. 

The Commission has been invited by the European Council to present a proposal on the 
instrument by November 2020. We now expect this proposal to be published in the coming 
days. At this point in time, I have no indication in relation to potential allocations for Ireland or 
any Member State. Once the proposal has been published, my Department will begin analysis 
of the proposal and negotiations at Council level will then begin between the Member States. 
My Department will work to ensure that Ireland receives a share of the reserve that reflects the 
impact on Ireland as the worst affected Member State.

The Brexit Adjustment Reserve allocation will complement and enhance the comprehensive 
supports put in place by Budget 2021, which assumes the transition period ends without agree-
ment and that a widespread vaccination for Covid-19 will not be available before the end of 
next year. Budget 2021 provides €340 million for measures to prepare for Brexit, through the 
continuation of existing measures and new supports for sectors and enterprises likely to be most 
affected. This comes on top of over €700 million in successive Budgets since 2017. In addition, 
the Recovery Fund of €3.4 billion will allow specific, targeted measures to be introduced when 
and where the need arises in response to both Brexit and Covid-19. 
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26/11/2020WRL04900Brexit Issues

26/11/2020WRL05000221. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
expects the financial services sector here to benefit from Brexit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39470/20]

26/11/2020WRL05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can reiterate that Ireland regrets the 
UK’s decision to leave the EU, although we respect it. While the Government remains commit-
ted to protecting and strengthening the Ireland-UK relationship following the end of the transi-
tion period, I can advise the Deputy that the net impact of Brexit on the policy areas within my 
remit is anticipated to be strongly negative. 

A number of government strategies have sought to grow the international financial services 
sector over the last number of decades. In terms of jobs targets, the most ambitious target of a 
30% increase in jobs was set out in 2015 in the five-year strategy for the sector to 2020, which 
was named ‘IFS2020’ and which had been devised long before Brexit. 

The nature, scale and complexity of Ireland’s international financial services sector will 
change in a number of ways as a result of the financial services investments won in recent years, 
including firms relocating from the UK as a result of Brexit and those looking to set up opera-
tions in the EU for the first time. The industry in Ireland has become broader and more diverse 
with more firms carrying out a greater range of regulated activities than at any time. 

The Government and the state agencies, such as the IDA, continue to work to fully capture 
any opportunities for inward investment that emerge through promoting Ireland as a committed 
English-speaking member of the EU with unfettered access to the EU Single Market, our con-
tinued access to EU talent and that of the Common Travel Area, in addition to our pro-business 
environment underpinned by a strong, fully-independent financial services regulator in the Cen-
tral Bank of Ireland.  We continue to implement the latest iteration of the IFS strategies which 
is Ireland for Finance, a strategy to develop the sector to 2025. That strategy is included in the 
Programme for Government. The implementation is led by my colleague Minister of State Seán 
Fleming TD. 

The full impact of Brexit for the industry in Ireland may not materialise for some years. At 
present, firms are establishing the foundations of a new or significantly expanded presence in 
Ireland, creating a platform for future growth opportunities in all sectors: insurance, banking, 
and investment management. 

Since the Brexit referendum in UK, we can point to the success of Barclays and Bank of 
America in banking plus the many investment firms who have chosen Ireland as their European 
base such as Legal and General, and Aberdeen Standard. Three of the largest market infrastruc-
ture players in their respective markets have made Ireland their post Brexit location for their 
European business, namely Refinitiv, EquiLend, and DTCC. Marine insurers The Standard 
Club and North P&I Club are both establishing operations here. Kroll/KBRA became the first 
ratings agency to announce that its EU HQ location would be in Dublin and this was followed 
by S&P’s announcement in December 2017 that Dublin would become its EMEA HQ.

The IDA paused its marketing activities overseas in the second quarter of 2020 due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic but a new marketing campaign commenced in the third quarter of the year 
as part of a phased launch across key source markets for investment.

26/11/2020WRL05200Mortgage Interest Rates
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26/11/2020WRL05300222. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance when mortgage inter-
est rates here are likely to come into line with those applicable in other EU economies having 
particular regard to the impact of changes in trade patterns in the future; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39472/20]

26/11/2020WRL05400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am aware that the general level of 
lending interest rates in Ireland are higher than is the case in many other European countries, 
though it should also be noted that recent trends indicate that rates have been falling. 

For example, interest rates on new fixed rate mortgages (excluding renegotiations) have 
fallen from 4.11% in December 2014 to 2.64% in September of this year.  

However, Irish loans, particularly Irish mortgages, can have different characteristics from 
those offered by other EU banks making direct comparison of these rates inconsistent. For 
example, many Irish banks include incentives such as cash back offers, which reduce the effec-
tive Irish mortgage interest rate. Irish mortgages are also not subject to upfront fees typically 
charged by banks in other EU jurisdictions, and which can result in lower EU headline rates.

Nevertheless, there are a number of important factors determine the interest rates charged on 
Irish mortgages. These include operational costs, certain structural factors as referenced above 
(such as incentives offered), as well as the fact that pricing will reflect: 

- credit risk and capital requirements which in Ireland are elevated due to historical loss 
experience;

- the level of non-performing loans which is higher in Ireland relative to other European 
banks (as provisioning and capital requirements are higher for these loans to reflect their higher 
risk and this in turn results in higher credit and capital costs for the Irish banks);

- there are lower levels of competition in the Irish banking market compared to other juris-
dictions (however, it is noted that a new entrant has recently entered the residential mortgage 
market and that it is offering fixed rate mortgages at competitive interest rates). 

However, the Central Bank has a range of measures to protect consumers who are taking 
out a mortgage.  The consumer protection framework requires lenders to be transparent and fair 
in all their dealings with borrowers and that borrowers are protected from the beginning to the 
end of the mortgage life cycle; through protections at the initial marketing/advertising stage, in 
assessing the affordability and suitability of the mortgage and at a time when borrowers may 
find themselves in financial difficulties.  In particular, the Central Bank introduced of a number 
of increased protections for variable rate mortgage holders which came into effect in February 
2017. The enhanced measures, which are provided for in an Addendum to the Consumer Pro-
tection Code 2012, require lenders to explain to borrowers how their variable interest rates have 
been set, including in the event of an increase. The measures also improve the level of informa-
tion required to be provided to borrowers on variable rates about other mortgage products their 
lender provides which could provide savings for the borrower and signpost the borrower to the 
CCPC’s mortgage switching tool.

The Central Bank also introduced additional changes to the Consumer Protection Code 
in January 2019 to help consumers make savings on their mortgage repayments, provide ad-
ditional protections to consumers who are eligible to switch, and facilitate mortgage switching 
through enhancing the transparency of the mortgage framework. 

Ultimately, however, the price lenders charge for their loans is a commercial matter for 
individual lenders.  Nevertheless, I will continue to work with the Central Bank and also en-
gage with lenders to encourage, within a framework which seeks to maintain overall financial 
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stability, greater price and other competition in the mortgage market, both for new and existing 
borrowers.  It is, therefore, a welcome development that a new residential mortgage lender has 
recently entered the market and it will be of benefit to new mortgage borrowers and also to bor-
rowers, in particular to borrowers who may still on a standard variable rate with the lender, who 
may wish to consider switching to a new lender.  

26/11/2020WRL05500Inflation Rate

26/11/2020WRL05600223. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which infla-
tionary tendencies have been identified in the economy that might ultimately pose a threat, such 
as inflation in house prices; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39473/20]

26/11/2020WRL05700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): To date, the net impact of the Covid-19 
shock has been deflationary. On an annual basis, the Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices 
(HICP) has been negative since April. This phenomenon is not unique to Ireland, with many 
advanced economies, including the euro area, experiencing weaker inflation as a result of the 
pandemic. 

In October, headline HICP declined by -1.5 per cent on an annual basis - the lowest rate 
since 2010. This implies a headline inflation rate of -0.4 per cent for the year to date. Core in-
flation, which excludes the volatile components of energy and unprocessed food, was flat over 
the first ten months of the year. While low goods prices and declining air fares continue to act 
as a drag on inflation, declining rent prices, a key driver of overall services inflation, have put 
further downward pressure on both the headline and core index in recent months. Subdued price 
pressures are also evident in the housing market. The residential property price index declined 
for the third month in a row in September, with prices falling by 0.8 per cent on an annual basis.

These developments are broadly in line with the outlook for inflation set out in the Budget 
2021 forecasts published in October. The Department is currently forecasting headline HICP 
of -0.3 per cent this year and 0.4 per cent in 2021, with core inflation of 0.1 and 0.2 per cent in 
prospect this year and next. The headline index is expected to grow in line with the assumed 
recovery in oil prices next year. Services prices are also forecast to grow throughout 2021, in 
line with an improvement in labour market developments, putting upward pressure on both 
headline and core inflation.

26/11/2020WRL05800Insurance Industry

26/11/2020WRL05900224. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if his Department contin-
ues to monitor developments in the insurance industry, with particular reference to the need to 
provide cover for all types of insurance at viable rates; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39474/20]

26/11/2020WRL06000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note that 
neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can direct the pricing of insurance products, as this 
is a commercial matter, nor can we compel any insurer operating in the Irish market to provide 
cover.  This position is reinforced by the EU Single Market framework for insurance (the Sol-
vency II Directive) which expressly prohibits Member States from doing so. 

The Programme for Government sets out a range of commitments to reform the insurance 
sector. Work has begun to implement these.  In this regard, a Cabinet Committee Sub-Group 
has been established by Government to oversee insurance reform implementation.  This is 
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chaired by the Tánaiste, and also includes as standing members, Ministers McGrath, McEntee, 
O’Gorman and myself, together with Ministers of State Troy and Fleming.  I strongly believe 
this cross-departmental approach provides the best opportunity to address the cost and avail-
ability of insurance and will build and expand upon previous commendable work done by the 
Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG), which published its Eleventh and Final Progress 
Update report on 30 October. 

By way of update, a new insurance reform Action Plan is being developed which will out-
line a range of deliverables, including potential legislation, where required, in a number of 
Government Department policy areas, and will be published before the end of the year.  Work 
is already underway in relation to a number of areas and it is anticipated that the Cabinet Com-
mittee Sub-Group should be able to report on progress in relation to the proposed Action Plan 
for insurance reform before the end of this year.  

In addition to this work, there has been a fresh round of intensive engagement with key 
stakeholders. In this regard, Minister of State Fleming has held meetings with the Alliance for 
Insurance Reform; the State Claims Agency; Insurance Ireland; Irish Public Bodies Mutual In-
surance; the Central Bank of Ireland; and Brokers Ireland.  More recently, he has just concluded 
a series of meetings with the main insurers in the Irish market, the Law Society of Ireland, the 
Bar Council of Ireland, Home and Community Care Ireland, and the Motor Insurers’ Bureau of 
Ireland.

In conclusion, seeking to secure a more sustainable and competitive market through deep-
ening and widening the supply of insurance in Ireland remains a key priority issue for this 
Government.  Minister of State Fleming and my Department will continue to play a lead role 
in this policy area.

26/11/2020WRM00200Mortgage Resolution Processes

26/11/2020WRM00300225. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he and 
the Central Bank, along with his Department, continue to monitor the activities of investment 
funds that have bought up distressed or semi-distressed mortgages, with particular reference to 
the manner they continue to go about a resolution process; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39475/20]

26/11/2020WRM00400226. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance if legislation will be con-
sidered to set down regulations to protect the consumer in cases in which lending institutions 
have sold off their distressed loans to third parties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39476/20]

26/11/2020WRM00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 225 
and 226 together.

The financial services legal and regulatory framework provides a significant range of pro-
tections and supports for consumers and other borrowers. 

All Central Bank regulated firms, including banks, retail credit firms (RCFs) and credit 
servicing firms (CSFs) are obliged to comply with the applicable consumer protection and 
other regulatory requirements including the Consumer Protection Code 2012 (the CPC) and 
the Code of Conduct on Mortgage Arrears 2013 (the CCMA), the Central Bank (Supervision 
and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48) (Lending to Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises) 
Regulations 2015 and other applicable legal and regulatory provisions.  Furthermore, the Con-
sumer Protection (Regulation of Credit Servicing Firms) Act 2018 provides that if a loan is 
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transferred, the holder of the legal title to the credit must, unless it is already authorised by the 
Central Bank, be authorised by the Bank as a credit servicing firm.  Therefore, the range of 
consumer protections which applied when the loan was initially made will continue to apply 
following the sale of the loan.

The CCMA in particular provides a strong consumer protection framework for borrowers 
who are in arrears or pre-arrears on a mortgage loan secured on a primary residence.  The over-
riding objective of the CCMA is to ensure the fair and transparent treatment of consumers in 
mortgage arrears or pre-arrears, and that due regard is had to the fact that each case of mortgage 
arrears is unique and needs to be considered on its own merits.  The CCMA recognises that it 
is in the interests of borrowers and regulated firms to address financial difficulties as speedily, 
effectively and sympathetically as circumstances allow. It sets out the Mortgage Arrears Reso-
lution Process (MARP), a four-step process that regulated entities must follow:

- Step 1: Communicate with borrower;

- Step 2: Gather financial information;

- Step 3: Assess the borrower’s circumstances; and

- Step 4: Propose a resolution

When the loan is not a mortgage loan to which the CCMA applies, the arrears handling 
provisions in Chapter 8 of the CPC apply.  Amongst other protections, that CPC requires that 
where an account is in arrears, a regulated entity must seek to agree an approach that will assist 
the personal consumer in resolving the arrears.

The Central Bank carries out its supervision of regulated entities, including banks, retail 
credit and credit servicing firms in a number of ways, which includes both desk based and on-
site reviews of various activities. At my request, in 2018 the Central Bank carried out a review 
of the CCMA to ensure it remains as effective as possible in the context of the sale of loans by 
regulated lenders.  Based on a point in time analysis and informed by various strands of work 
including inspections, data collection, and stakeholder engagement, the Central Bank found 
that for borrowers who engage with the process, the CCMA was working effectively and as 
intended in the context of the sale of loans by regulated firms. When a loan is sold by a bank, 
any existing Alternative Repayment Arrangements (ARAs) in place with a borrower under the 
CCMA continue to be honoured until the agreed term of the ARA ends and no material breaches 
of the CCMA by these firms were identified.  As a follow-up action to this review, the Central 
Bank wrote to banks, retail credit and credit servicing firms in August 2019 to set out its expec-
tations of all firms in respect of loan sales. 

26/11/2020WRM00700Mortgage Resolution Processes

26/11/2020WRM00800227. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the number of distressed 
mortgages in respect of family homes that have been resolved to the satisfaction of all con-
cerned without enforced sale, repossession or liquidation; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39477/20]

26/11/2020WRM00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The information which the Deputy has 
requested is not data which is ordinarily collected by either my Department or the Central Bank. 
However, I would refer the Deputy to the latest Central Bank publication for Residential Mort-
gage Arrears and Repossessions Statistics: Q2 2020 which includes, inter alia, includes data on 
mortgage restructuring arrangements 
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(https://www.centralbank.ie/statistics/data-and-analysis/credit-and-banking-statistics/mort-
gage-arrears).  

The latest release shows that at end-June the total number of principal dwelling home (PDH) 
mortgage accounts classified as restructured stood at 77,789 and 87 per cent of these restruc-
tured PDH accounts were deemed to be meeting the terms of their arrangement, meaning that 
the borrower is, at a minimum, meeting the agreed monthly repayments according to the current 
restructure arrangement. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that there are a number of public initiatives which are in 
place to assist people who are in mortgage or other debt difficulty.  For example, the Abhaile 
service which is made up of the Insolvency Service of Ireland (ISI), the Legal Aid Board, the 
Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) and the Citizens Information Board provides 
free financial, and where appropriate also legal, advice to people experiencing difficulty in 
meeting their loan commitments.  

26/11/2020WRM01000Banking Sector

26/11/2020WRM01100228. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
sees the formation of a new or alternative lender to replace a bank (details supplied) given its 
indication to withdraw from Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39478/20]

26/11/2020WRM01200229. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance his plans to ensure the 
availability of a reliable banking systems for customers of a bank (details supplied) following 
the announcement of its intention to withdraw from Ireland; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39479/20]

26/11/2020WRM01300230. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the number of employees 
of a bank (details supplied) likely to be affected by the proposal of the bank to withdraw from 
Ireland; the way in which it will be planned to provide for these employees in the future and at 
the same time provide for the bank’s customers throughout the country; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39480/20]

26/11/2020WRM01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 228 
to 230, inclusive, together.

As the Deputy will be aware, I met with representatives of Ulster Bank on the 21 of Octo-
ber. I outlined that I expected that staff, customers and other stakeholders would be informed 
promptly about any decisions being made. 

News of the review is, of course, unsettling for all stakeholders, especially the staff and 
customers. I outlined that I expect Ulster Bank to keep all its stakeholders, especially its staff 
and customers, fully informed about any developments in the review and engage with them in 
relation to any proposals or decisions that result from the review promptly. 

I also emphasised the importance of Ulster Bank to the Irish financial services market, to the 
wider economy and to the communities it serves. 

Ulster Bank confirmed that the strategic review is ongoing and that no decision has yet been 
taken. Ulster Bank also confirmed that there is no set timetable for this review and that it is fully 
aware of the strategically important role that Ulster Bank plays in the provision of financial 
services to the Irish market.
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The continued presence of a viable and active Ulster Bank in the Irish market would be the 
most welcome outcome. Ulster Bank is a significant employer with 2800 employees and has 88 
branches across the country. Ulster Bank is also important in terms of providing competition in 
the Irish retail banking market. 

In the absence of direct knowledge about NatWest’s strategic review of Ulster Bank’s opera-
tions, I cannot and will not comment or speculate on possible outcomes as there is no basis for 
such speculation, which would be open to misinterpretation.

While I will have further engagement with the bank as the review process continues, I 
would like to emphasise that I have no role in the review or any commercial decisions arising 
from it. My officials will continue to monitor developments.

With regard to the availability of a reliable banking systems, a recent Indecon report on 
Community Banking in Ireland, published by my Department in December 2019, concluded 
that there is extensive provision of banking services by credit unions, An Post, as well as by 
commercial banking providers in the Irish market. The report found that there are 1,912 branch-
es operated by banks, credit unions and post offices in Ireland, 63% of these branches are post 
offices or credit unions and 37% are banks. The Indecon report also demonstrates that there is a 
higher number of branches per capita in many of the counties where a significant percentage of 
the population resides in rural areas.

An Post

- An Post offers financial services including a payment account, personal loans, credit cards, 
a range of insurances, money transmission and foreign exchange services. 

- An Post offers counter services for a number of retail banks, allowing customers to lodge 
and withdraw cash at An Post branches.

Credit Unions

- The Credit Union Act, 1997 (the 1997 Act) and the Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory 
Requirements) Regulations 2016 set out the services that credit unions may provide to their 
members. These include loans and savings under the 1997 Act and a further suite of services 
under the 2016 Regulations such as third party payments; ATM services; bureau de change and 
certain insurance services on an agency basis. I understand that a number of credit unions pro-
vide some of the services provided for under the 2016 Regulations. Where a credit union wishes 
to provide other services to its members, an application may be made to the Central Bank for 
approval to provide such services in accordance with the provisions set out in sections 48-51 
of the 1997 Act.

- One such additional service includes the Member Personal Current Account Service (MP-
CAS). In 2016, the Central Bank defined and described a suite of additional services known as 
MPCAS, under which approved credit unions may offer personal current accounts with debit 
cards, overdrafts and a wide range of payment services within an appropriate risk framework. 
To date, 54 credit unions have been approved to provide MPCAS.

Cashback

An alternative method for cash withdrawal is cashback. Ireland is one of only 11 EU Mem-
ber States in which cashback is common practice, and retailers do not charge consumers for 
availing of the service.

I would welcome the introduction of new lenders to the Irish market.  It is, therefore, a wel-
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come development that a new residential mortgage lender has recently entered the market and it 
will be of benefit to new mortgage borrowers and also to borrowers, in particular to borrowers 
who may still on a standard variable rate with the lender, who may wish to consider switching 
to a new lender.  

26/11/2020WRM01700Economic Competitiveness

26/11/2020WRM01800231. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he 
remains confident in the ability of Ireland to remain competitive in the services and manufactur-
ing sectors in the future given the various challenges affecting it; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39481/20]

26/11/2020WRM01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Covid-19 restrictions introduced 
to suppress the spread of the virus in the second quarter of this year resulted in a significant 
contraction in economic activity. All sectors of the economy recorded declines apart from the 
foreign dominated multinational industry sector, which includes pharmaceutical manufactur-
ing. This sector has proven to be resilient, growing by 16 per cent in the second quarter. How-
ever, exports from predominately domestic industries have suffered as a result of the pandemic, 
with the value of non-pharmaceutical exports (excluding aircraft) declining by 11 per cent 
year-on-year in the second quarter. Additionally, a number of services sectors suffered signifi-
cant contractions. In particular, the hardest hit sub-sector of Arts and Entertainment declined by 
two-thirds, with the labour intensive Distribution, Transport, Hotels and Restaurants declining 
by a third. As the economy reopened during the summer, however, the services sector showed 
some signs of recovery.

The recent move to Level 5 Covid-19 measures is also likely to have a disproportionate im-
pact on the services sector while the manufacturing sector, as an ‘essential’ activity, is expected 
to be largely unaffected. As the services sector often relies upon close physical interaction with 
consumers, when the current set of restrictions are relaxed these businesses are likely to reopen 
at reduced capacity to ensure compliance with public health guidelines. There may also be 
changes in consumer preferences due to concerns relating to virus transmission, resulting in 
lower demand for these services. Therefore, the recovery in these services sectors is likely to 
be gradual. 

Nevertheless, the Covid-19 pandemic is unlikely to significantly impact the relative com-
petitiveness of the Irish economy on the world stage as the global economy is experiencing the 
pandemic in a similar way. Indeed, the downward pressure on prices and the additional slack in 
the labour market as a result of the pandemic means that inflationary pressures are not likely to 
impact on the competitiveness of the Irish economy in the short to medium term. 

The extent of the recovery across the services and manufacturing sectors over the short to 
medium term is likely to be determined by a number of factors, including the future path of the 
virus, the availability of a vaccine, changing consumer preferences, as well as the future trading 
relationship with the UK.    

26/11/2020WRM02000Credit Unions

26/11/2020WRM02100232. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if the €25,000 limit that 
credit unions are being required to impose on deposits will be reviewed; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39501/20]



Questions - Written Answers

114

26/11/2020WRM02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I have been informed by the Central 
Bank that it has not imposed a €25,000 savings or deposit limit on credit unions.

The Credit Union Act 1997 (Regulatory Requirements) Regulations 2016 (the 2016 Regula-
tions) set an individual savings limit of €100,000 that applies on a per member basis. Individual 
credit unions could apply to the Central Bank to retain individual members’ savings in excess of 
€100,000, which were held at commencement of the 2016 Regulations. In addition, on an ongo-
ing basis, credit unions with total assets in excess of €100 million can apply to the Central Bank 
for approval to increase individual member savings in excess of €100,000.  The Central Bank 
undertook a review of the continued appropriateness of the €100,000 individual member’s sav-
ings limit during 2020 which concluded that the limit remains appropriate. 

Separate to the limits set out by the Central Bank in the 2016 Regulations, individual credit 
unions may decide to set individual savings limits/caps, which are below the €100,000 limit 
contained in the 2016 Regulations, in order to take account of their own specific business re-
quirements and strategy. It is a commercial decision for any individual credit union to put in 
place any limits on the level of member savings or to decide to return some member savings 
where they are of the view that this will best support the ongoing prudent operation of their 
credit union for their members.

26/11/2020WRM02300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRM02400233. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
way in which Ireland plans to access the recently agreed €47.5 billion REACT-EU fund in re-
sponse to Covid-19; the Departments, local authorities and agencies that can avail of the fund; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39388/20]

26/11/2020WRM02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): REACT-EU 
(Recovery Assistance for Cohesion and the Territories of Europe package) is an initiative under 
the European Recovery Instrument to respond to the impact of COVID-19 and prepare a green, 
digital and resilient recovery of the economy.  REACT-EU builds on the crisis response mea-
sures delivered through the two Coronavirus Response Investment Initiative (CRII and CRII+) 
packages, which allowed the re-programming of funding towards the Covid 19 response.  Re-
act-EU will ensure that the economic and social recovery in the context of the coronavirus 
pandemic continues smoothly and without interruption.  

The funding allocations under REACT EU will be provided in 2021 (70%) and 2022 (30%).  
The Commission has advised that Ireland’s 2021 allocation will be approximately €84m (in 
2018 prices, approximately €89m in current prices).  The allocation for Ireland in 2022 won’t 
be known until the end of next year.  

With regard to how React-EU can be utilised, maximum flexibility is being given to Mem-
ber States to utilise the additional funding under their existing European Social Fund, European 
Regional Development Fund, and Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived programmes, 
with an option to avail of up to 100% EU co-financing.  

It should be noted that while political agreement was reached between the European Parlia-
ment and EU Member States on 18th November 2020, the regulation is still pending the final 
approval of the legal texts by the European Parliament Plenary and the Council.  The overall 
envelope of REACT-EU depends on the outcome of the overall Multiannual Financial Frame-
work negotiations which are still ongoing.  Accordingly, no decision has been made as yet with 
regard to the detail of how React-EU will be implemented.  
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26/11/2020WRM02600Public Sector Pensions

26/11/2020WRM02700234. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
timeframe for the full restoration of pensions to those public sector workers still having their 
pensions abated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39272/20]

26/11/2020WRM02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I have pre-
sumed that when referring to ‘pension restoration’ the Deputy is referring to the reversal of the 
Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR), which was introduced on 1 January 2011 under the 
FEMPI Act 2010 and is the only measure which led to a decrease in the actual payment value 
of public service pensions since 2008. 

PSPR is separate and distinct from pension abatement, which is provided for under section 
52 of the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 2012 and which 
provides for the reduction of a public service pension where a retired public servant is re-em-
ployed in the public service under certain circumstances.

With regard to PSPR, a three-stage partial reversal of PSPR was provided for in the FEMPI 
Act 2015, with rate reductions (via revised PSPR tables) occurring on 1 January in each of the 
years 2016, 2017 and 2018. The Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provided for the 
substantial further lessening of the impact of PSPR by way of rate and/or threshold in each of 
the years 2019 and 2020. 

Overall, this means that since  1 January 2020, all pensions up to €54,000 per annum are 
now exempt from PSPR.  This threshold is even higher, at €60,000, for those who retired be-
tween 1 March 2012 and 1 April 2019. It should be noted that pensions awarded in respect of 
retirements after 1 April 2019, the expiry date of the FEMPI 2013 grace period, are not subject 
to PSPR. 

These changes mean that only those pre-March 2012 pensions that are linked to salary rates 
of a minimum amount of €108,000 per annum, or €120,000 per annum in the case of the 1 
March 2012 - 1 April 2019 retiree group, bear a persisting PSPR impact from 1 January 2020 
on. The vast majority of public service retirees - approximately 97% - are now entirely free 
from PSPR and as such, have had their pensions fully restored.

Finally, section 27 of the 2017 Act states that the Minister for Public Expenditure and Re-
form will, no later than 31 December 2020, make an order which will specify a date for the full 
removal of PSPR from that residual group of PSPR-affected pensions.  

26/11/2020WRM02900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRM03000235. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if there are financial supports available for business owners that have ceased 
renting out their self-catering properties due to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39407/20]

26/11/2020WRM03100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Budget 2021 included a number of substantial measures to support and strengthen the 
tourism sector and are supplemented by the economy-wide business supports and social welfare 
measures.

€55 million has been provided for Business Continuity Schemes for strategic tourism busi-
nesses to help them survive through the pandemic and be there to help drive the recovery.  Com-
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bined with the COVID Resilience Support Scheme (CRSS), the VAT cut and the rates waiver, 
the Government is helping to sustain businesses that have been most severely affected by the 
necessary public health restrictions. 

Tourism enterprises including self-catering accommodation enterprises can also benefit 
from wider horizontal supports such as the new Employment Wage Support Scheme, liquidity 
and enterprise investment measures and warehousing of tax liabilities. 

Fáilte Ireland has created an extensive range of business supports to guide self catering busi-
nesses to operate during COVID-19. These have been developed in consultation with industry 
experts and are available on Fáilte Ireland’s website.

26/11/2020WRM03200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRM03300236. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the supports available for community theatres that have been closed due to Covid-19 
restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39286/20]

26/11/2020WRM03400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Primary support for the arts, including theatre, is delivered by the Arts Council, fund-
ing for which has increased steadily in recent years and will reach €130 million in 2021. The 
Arts Council, which is independent in its funding decisions under the Arts Act 2003, operates 
within a published ten-year strategic framework entitled Making Great Art Work. The Arts 
Council supports and develops theatre in Ireland through grant funding, project awards, support 
to individual artists, and support to venues, publications and resource organisations.  Further 
details can be accessed on the Arts Council’s website as follow http://www.artscouncil.ie/Arts-
in-Ireland/Theatre/. 

My Department operate a number of capital investment schemes in respect of cultural ven-
ues such as theatres. Applications under the Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022 are currently 
being accessed. This scheme focuses on enhancing the existing stock of arts and culture centres 
that operate as not-for-profit organisations throughout the country and that have a clearly de-
fined arts and culture focus. This scheme has a particular emphasis on the reduction of carbon 
footprints to dovetail with the Government’s action on climate change. The Scheme builds on 
the success of the Arts and Culture Capital Scheme 2016-2018 which saw grants allocated to 
134 organisations in 26 counties to refurbish and enhance their facilities. This funding is pro-
vided from a €40m capital investment allocation for local arts and culture infrastructure con-
tained in Project Ireland 2040.

Assessment and final decision on applications were delayed and put on hold as a result 
of COVID-19 with my Department opening Stream D, a further stream of funding under this 
overall scheme. This was specifically for capital adaptations or equipment necessary to assist 
arts and culture organisations in re-opening. Under Stream D, capital funding is provided to 
assist in the re-opening of theatres, arts centres and culture venues as part of Project Ireland 
2040. The measures are designed to support arts and culture facilities in preparation for staff, 
artists and audiences returning to venues to reopen in line with the Government’s Roadmap for 
Reopening Society and Business as well as the Return to Work Safety Protocols. There is a high 
degree of flexibility which will allow organisations to undertake necessary capital adaptations 
to their buildings so that they comply with the HSE COVID-19 related public health protection 
measures. Not-for-profit organisations with a clearly defined arts and cultural remit can apply 
for Stream D.  Further details of these schemes along with eligibility criteria and other informa-
tion, can be found at this link 
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https://www.gov.ie/en/service/b61b2-stream-d-of-the-cultural-capital-scheme-2019-2022/

The Deputy has made specific reference to community theatres and may wish to also know 
that the Department of Rural and Community Development funds a range of programmes and 
schemes to assist in rural and community development which are available to eligible commu-
nity groups and organisations throughout the country. These schemes provide funding, support 
and assistance to communities at local level and include the Rural Regeneration and Develop-
ment Fund, the LEADER programme; the Community Enhancement Programme, the Social 
Inclusion and Community Activation Programme; the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and 
the Community Services Programme.  Details of how to apply for these schemes are on the 
Government’s website at the following link https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-
rural-and-community-development/

26/11/2020WRM03500Artists’ Remuneration

26/11/2020WRM03600237. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will provide further information on the recent proposal for the universal basic 
income for the arts and live performance and events sector; when it is likely that this income 
support will be made available; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39352/20]

26/11/2020WRM03700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The report of the Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce, which was a commitment 
in the Programme for Government, was published last week. The report outlined ten recom-
mendations for the sector including a proposed mechanism for rolling out of Universal Basic 
Income (UBI) through the establishment of a pilot project which would last three years.

There is already a commitment in the Programme for Government to assess a pilot UBI and 
one that is informed by a review of previous international models.

While my responsibilities as Minister do not encompass a UBI scheme, building on the rec-
ommendation of the Taskforce, officials in my Department are engaging on this matter with the 
relevant Government Departments including the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment, the Department of Social Protection and the Department of Finance.  

26/11/2020WRM03800Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRM03900238. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will clarify an issue with regard to Covid-19 restrictions for a sport (de-
tails supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39427/20]

26/11/2020WRM04000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Framework for Restrictive Measures is a risk management strategy designed to 
allow individuals, families, businesses and services better understand, anticipate and prepare 
for the measures Government might introduce to stop escalation of the transmission of the dis-
ease. The Government’s strategy, in line with the public health advice, is disease suppression. 
COVID-19 spreads when individuals and groups come into close contact with one another, 
enabling the virus to move from one person to another. The risk of infection spread is greater 
in certain environments than others e.g. uncontrolled environments, crowded and noisy places, 
indoor environments, poorly ventilated spaces.

Given the current epidemiological situation, it has been necessary to put in place very sig-
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nificant restrictions to arrest the current trajectory of the disease and break transmission chains. 
This means asking people to stay at home and eliminating as much activity and contacts as is 
possible to ensure that opportunities for the virus to transmit are minimised, while allowing 
essential activities to continue. Unfortunately, this means minimising discretionary activities 
including indoor sports training and exercise classes or lessons.

Currently, in Level 5 sporting competition is not permitted except for defined exempted 
athletes and teams, as set out in the public health regulations. It is not currently permitted to 
otherwise open indoor sports facilities. Individual training indoors is permitted in Level 3 and 
Level 4, however indoor exercise and dance classes are not. 

I recognise that there is great disappointment among those who wish to engage in sport in-
doors during the current Level 5 restrictions which will continue until 2 December. The suite of 
measures to be applied thereafter, including for the sport and education sectors, will be decided 
by Government on the basis of the prevailing public health situation and in the context of the 
Framework published in September.

26/11/2020WRM04100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRM04200239. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the funding supports available to a business (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39315/20]

26/11/2020WRM04300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My Department has responsibility for implementation of the Eu-
ropean Communities (Licensing and Inspection of Zoos) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 440/2003) 
which deal with the inspection, licensing and regulation of zoos. These Regulations give effect 
in the national context to the EU Zoo Directive (Directive 1999/22/EC of 29 March 1999 of the 
Council of the European Union). 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department has been involved in discus-
sions with the zoo sector in recent months in connection with difficulties faced by the sector as 
a result of the Covid-19 pandemic and to consider how my Department might be of assistance.

Last Saturday, 21st November, Minister O’Brien and I announced that we had secured fund-
ing last week of €1.6 million for the zoo sector in 2020, to encompass all licensed zoos includ-
ing aquaria. The funding will be allocated in the form of a grant scheme, open to the 69 licensed 
establishments in Ireland. This is aimed primarily at preventing an animal  welfare crisis as a 
result of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. While the State does not ordinarily provide funding 
to the zoo sector, the current measures are being put in place in the context of the extraordinary 
circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic and the effect it has had on these organizations. 

The fund is to cover zoos’ ongoing costs during the upcoming winter period.  As well as 
having responsibility for licensing, inspection and regulation of zoos, my Department is respon-
sible for ensuring compliance with welfare standards in accordance with the Irish Standards of 
Modern Zoo Practice, which set out best practice and strict standards for animal well-being. 
The grant is only to cover feed, veterinary costs, heat and lighting (in the case of reptile and 
tropical houses) habitat enrichment and maintenance. 

All licensed zoos and aquaria have been sent a copy of the grant circular, grant application 
form and an additional questionnaire, requesting details and evidence of these costs.  Applica-
tions for funding will be assessed by the NPWS in my Department with a view to facilitating 
access to funds as soon as possible. 
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A fund of up to €500,000 is to be made available to small and medium size zoos and aquaria. 
A distinct emergency fund of €1.1m is to be made available to the two largest zoos, Dublin Zoo 
and Fota Wildlife Park, in order to prevent these large zoos of national strategic importance 
from closing.

This financial support recognises the vital role played by our zoos as networks for glob-
al conservation of biodiversity, as centres of learning and places where lifelong memories of 
families and children are made.  This emergency funding will also safeguard employment and 
stimulate local economies in recovering by ensuring the continued operation of viable zoo es-
tablishments throughout the country.

Applicants will hear back shortly from the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

26/11/2020WRM04400Animal Culls

26/11/2020WRM04500240. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will introduce a cull on feral mink in view of concerns regarding mink carrying a 
mutated Covid-19 strain and their detrimental effect on the ecosystem. [39319/20]

26/11/2020WRM04600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department has 
published a comprehensive review of the status of the mink in Ireland. This review also exam-
ined various management strategies for mink control and explored the feasibility of eradicating 
the species from the country. Based on experiences in other countries and taking into account 
developments in monitoring and management practises, it was estimated that eradicating mink 
in the wild from the island of Ireland would cost in the order of €100m over 5 years. The full 
report can be accessed here:

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/IWM40.pdf  

For now, my Department’s strategy prioritises the protection of important ground-nesting 
bird sites from predators, including invasive species such as mink. 

As I understand it, the concerns about a mutated strain of Covid 19 in mink relate only to 
the farmed mink population.

26/11/2020WRM04700Social and Affordable Housing

26/11/2020WRM04800241. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the provision of an affordable housing scheme; when legislation for such a 
scheme will be brought to the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39313/20]

26/11/2020WRM04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government makes clear our commitments to provide measures for good-
quality housing to purchase or rent at an affordable price and in Budget 2021, funding of €110 
million was ring-fenced for two new schemes including a national Affordable Purchase Shared 
Equity Scheme and a Cost Rental Equity Loan facility to help deliver Cost Rental homes. Both 
of these programmes will begin in 2021. 

€75 million will be allocated to the affordable purchase shared equity scheme.  I intend to 
target the scheme at first time buyers, who are seeking to buy a new home but who cannot quite 
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secure the full mortgage amount to do so at the present time. Subject to the final qualifying cri-
teria, the scheme would see the State take a limited equity stake in a property, in order to help 
more people meet the cost of buying a new home with their available mortgage. 

To this end, significant preparatory work has already been carried out by my Department 
working primarily with the Housing Agency and the Department of Finance. Intensive engage-
ment continues with key stakeholders informing the final detailed parameters of the scheme, as 
well as with home builders to seek to increase the output of new homes in response to the new 
scheme. 

In addition, €35m has been allocated to the new Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) facility to 
support Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) to deliver approximately 350 Cost Rental homes at 
scale from next year.  Added to the 50 Cost Rental homes that will be delivered in Enniskerry 
Road, Stepaside in Q3 2021, it will accelerate delivery in this new sector in advance of the Land 
Development Agency’s planned future output and the work of local authorities. This scheme 
will leverage the proven expertise and capacity of the AHBs, demonstrated in their develop-
ment and management of social housing units.  The CREL scheme will allow cost-covering 
rents to be set at a lower level and so making them more affordable for tenants. Further details 
on the scheme will be announced in due course. 

In addition to these new schemes, I will also progress and accelerate the local authority led 
scheme to deliver more affordable homes for purchase and rent on public land.  The statutory 
basis for the delivery of affordable new housing for purchase on local authority lands is Part 
5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, which was commenced in June 2018.  

The broad parameters of the local authority led Affordable Purchase Scheme will be as fol-
lows:

-  aimed at first-time buyers who cannot purchase a home adequate to their needs on the 
open market under the macro prudential rules;

-  homes purchased under the scheme will be subject to a maximum statutory discount of 
40% (relative to the market price), with the final price of the affordable homes to be linked to 
the cost of provision, on a site by site basis, and

-  the local authority maintains a fully repayable equity share in the properties equivalent to 
the percentage discount given.

Furthermore, €310m is available to local authorities for Serviced Sites infrastructure fund-
ing that will support the delivery of up to 6,200 new homes that will be made available under 
this scheme.  The first SSF project that will be deliver affordable homes will be Boherboy Road 
in Cork City in early next year.

It is envisaged that the homes delivered under all of the above schemes will be made avail-
able to applicants who meet defined eligibility criteria. The precise eligibility conditions are 
currently being developed in light of the on-going policy analysis outlined. I intend to bring 
forward any necessary provisions to underpin these schemes in a forthcoming Affordable Hous-
ing Bill which will be brought to Government in the coming weeks. 

The Land Development Agency (LDA) will play an increasingly significant role in the de-
livery of more affordable housing, as promised in the Programme for Government. The LDA 
is currently developing 9 sites that have near-term delivery potential for 3,600 new homes, the 
majority of which will be for Cost Rental and affordable purchase. It is also engaged in the pro-
gression of a number of other sites with potential for significant housing output.  In the longer 
term, it will assemble strategic land-banks from a mix of public and private lands, making these 
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available for housing in a controlled manner, which will bring essential long-term stability and 
sustainability to the Irish housing system.

26/11/2020WRM05000Local Authority Housing

26/11/2020WRM05100242. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the average turnaround for refurbishing vacant houses owned by local authorities in counties 
Cavan, Monaghan, Meath, Louth, Longford and Westmeath on an annual basis since January 
2018 to October 2020; the annual budget available from January 2018 to October 2020 made 
available to these counties for restoring council-owned vacant properties; and the percentage 
of that budget spent during that same period on making council-owned properties habitable in 
tabular form. [39326/20]

26/11/2020WRM05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including the cost of pre-
letting repairs to vacant properties and the carrying out of responsive repairs, are matters for 
each individual local authority under Section 58 of the Housing Act 1966. 

Since 2014 Exchequer funding has also been provided through my Department’s Voids 
Programme to support local authorities in preparing vacant units for re-letting. Some €172.3m 
has been recouped to local authorities under the Voids Programme between 2014 and 2019 in-
clusive which resulted in 12,495 units being returned to productive use. 

One of the key objectives of the Voids Programme is to provide local authorities with fund-
ing to help minimise the turnaround and re-let time of vacant units. Statistics in relation to the 
social housing stock are published by the National Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) 
in their Annual Reports on Performance Indicators in Local Authorities. These reports provide a 
range of information in relation to social housing stock, including the average time taken to re-
tenant a dwelling. The most recent report, relating to 2018, is available on the NOAC website at 
the following link: http://noac.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/NOAC-Performance-Indicator-
Report-2018-1.pdf.

The table below provides information in relation to funding allocated from my Departments 
voids programme and funding claimed for the years 2018 and 2019 for local authorities in Ca-
van, Monaghan, Meath, Louth, Longford and Westmeath.

2018* 2019

Local Authority Funding drawn down by LA Funding allocation Funding drawn down Percentage %

Cavan €270,779 €426,161 €117,161 27.49

Longford €67,500 €292,500 €276,465 94.52

Louth €166,794 €127,000 €72,053 56.73

Meath €836,941 €1,214,000 €303,197 24.98

Monaghan €496,283 €71,818 €110,638 154.05

Westmeath €207,845 €149,200 €71,893 48.19

*   No allocations issued in 2018, funding provided based on claims made. 

In respect of 2020, funding of €18.3m was available for the Voids programme. This funding 
was targeted in the first instance at properties requiring remediation in response to the Covid 
pandemic and thereafter funded properties under the normal voids programme.

As part of this Governments July Stimulus Package, I secured additional funding of €40mil-
lion for the Voids programme in 2020. This additional funding will see 2,500 vacant properties 
brought back into use.  There has been very strong local authority uptake in the Voids pro-
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gramme in response.

Final figures and the breakdown across each funding stream for the return of vacant units in 
relation to 2020 will be available in early 2021.

26/11/2020WRM05300Departmental Schemes

26/11/2020WRM05400243. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount requested from counties Cavan, Monaghan, Meath, Louth, Longford and West-
meath from the repair and lease scheme and buy and renew scheme since January 2018 to date 
in 2020; and the number of private properties that have been bought by local authorities to 
rehouse persons in these counties through the repair and lease and the buy and renew schemes 
in tabular form. [39327/20]

26/11/2020WRM05500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) and the Buy & Renew Scheme (B&R) are complemen-
tary schemes which were developed to assist private property owners and local authorities or 
approved housing bodies (AHBs) to harness the accommodation potential that exists in vacant 
dwellings.  

Delivery and funding data for the period 2017-2020, for both schemes, in relation to Cavan, 
Monaghan, Meath, Louth, Longford and Westmeath county councils is set out below. The al-
location of dwellings delivered under RLS and B&R is a matter for the relevant local authority. 

Table: B&R and RLS Delivery and Funding 2017-2020   

LA B&R Units Delivered B&R Funding Provided RLS Units Delivered RLS Funding Provided

Cavan 1 €0.174m 0 0

Longford 10 €0.600m 6 €28,768

Louth 83 €12.40m 1 €40,000

Meath 51 €10.93m 1 €8,698

Monaghan 19 €2.561m 5 €45,000

Westmeath 3 €0.299m 1 €35,000

26/11/2020WRM05550Traveller Accommodation

26/11/2020WRM05575244. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the annual budget allocated to counties Cavan, Monaghan, Meath, Louth, Longford and 
Westmeath in each of the years 2018 to 2020 to provide for Traveller housing accommodation; 
the percentage of that funding spent annually in each of these counties on the provision of ac-
commodation for members of the Traveller community; and the amount of unspent funding 
returned during that same period in tabular form.  [39328/20]

26/11/2020WRM05587Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The table below sets out the for allocation and expenditure in respect 
of Traveller accommodation for Cavan, Monaghan, Meath, Louth, Longford and Westmeath 
county councils in 2018 and 2019 and 2020 year to date up to and including November 24.

In 2020, to facilitate ease of access to funding my Department is not allocating specific 
budgets to individual local authorities.  Instead,  it is open to all local authorities to apply for 
and drawdown funds at any time through the year and this is actively encouraged by my Depart-
ment. The Traveller-specific budget for 2020 is €14.5m.
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[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-11-26_pq244-26-11-2020_en.docx  “>Table</a>]

26/11/2020WRM05600Rental Sector

26/11/2020WRM05700245. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the number of inspections of private rented accommodation carried out by Louth, Meath, 
Limerick, Kildare, Cavan, Monaghan, Donegal county councils, Cork City Council, Fingal 
County Council and South Dublin County Council in 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; 
the findings of the inspections; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39371/20]

26/11/2020WRM05800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2019 specify requirements in relation 
to a range of matters, such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural 
light and the safety of gas, oil and electrical supplies. With very limited exemptions, these apply 
to all private rented residential accommodation.   

All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties, regardless of ten-
ancy type, comply with these regulations. Responsibility for the enforcement of the Regulations 
rests with the relevant local authority. 

Data in respect of inspections undertaken by ten local authorities in 2019 and to the end of 
June 2020 is set out in the attached table. Q3 data is being collated. 

Pandemic restrictions have reduced the number of inspections carried out this year.

My Department has made significant Exchequer funding available to local authorities in 
recent years, with the result that the number of inspections undertaken more than doubled from 
19,645 in 2017 to 40,998 in 2019, with a similar increase in the number of properties becom-
ing compliant from 3,329 to 7,206. In order to assist local authorities increase inspection rates 
further and strengthen compliance, an increased budget of €10m has been approved for 2021. 

Detailed information in relation to inspections carried out by each local authority since 2005 
is available on my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-building-and-private-rented/private-
housing-market-statistics

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-11-26_pq245-26-11-2020_en.docx”>Table</a>]

26/11/2020WRN00200Rental Sector

26/11/2020WRN00300246. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the number of improvement notices, prohibition notices and prosecutions arising from 
inspections of private rented accommodation carried out by local authorities in 2019 and to date 
in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39380/20]

26/11/2020WRN00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2019 specify requirements in relation 
to a range of matters, such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural 
light and the safety of gas, oil and electrical supplies. With very limited exemptions, these apply 
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to all private rented residential accommodation.   

All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their rented properties, regardless of ten-
ancy type, comply with these regulations. Responsibility for the enforcement of the Regulations 
rests with the relevant local authority. 

If an inspection identifies that a property has been found to be non-compliant with the Regu-
lations, it is a matter for the Local Authority to determine the necessary and appropriate actions 
to take, including the issuing of an Improvement Letter, Improvement Notice and Prohibition 
Notice, and the initiation of legal action.

Data in respect of the number of Letters and Notices issued and the legal actions initiated 
by local authorities in 2019 and to the end of June 2020 is set out in the table below. Q3 data is 
being collated.

Year Improvement Letters Issued Improvement Notices Issued Prohibition Notices Issued Legal Action Initiated

2019 17,415 1,911 95 56

2020 5,573 777 19 1

Pandemic restrictions have impacted on both inspections and enforcement activity in 2020.

26/11/2020WRN00500Rental Sector

26/11/2020WRN00600247. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of dwellings that were deemed to be overcrowded under the Housing Act 
1966 or other legislation by local authorities in 2019 and to date in 2020; if action was taken in 
relation to the properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39382/20]

26/11/2020WRN00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department does not collect specific statistical information on the estimated number of 
overcrowded households, as sought by the Deputy.

Housing statistics that are collected by my Department can be accessed on my Department’s 
website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/housing-statistics.

However, the annual statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA) does col-
late information on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local 
authority area. Table 2.5 and Table A1.5 of the summary ‘Main Need for social housing support’ 
reports on the number of households that are qualified for and in need of social housing support 
due to their current accommodation being overcrowded. The most recent SSHA for which data 
has been published was conducted on 24 June 2019 and the results are available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the link below:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/sha_summary_2019_
dec_2019_web_1.pdf  

It should be noted that due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the 2020 assessment was delayed and 
has only recently been conducted. The summary of the 2020 assessment will be published in 
due course.

26/11/2020WRN00800Environmental Impact Assessments
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26/11/2020WRN00900248. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his Department will consider carrying out an examination of the adequacy and accuracy 
of environmental impact assessments being undertaken on behalf of wind farm developments 
in sensitive areas. [39415/20]

26/11/2020WRN01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In planning matters, the requirements for carrying out an Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment (EIA) are set out at Part X of the Planning and Development Act 2000, 
as amended. 

Under section 172 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, an applicant for consent 
to carry out proposed development requiring EIA must submit an Environmental Impact As-
sessment Report (EIAR) to the planning authority, or the Board as the case may be. Article 94 
and Schedule 6 to the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) set out the 
information to be contained in an EIAR. Section 172(1B) of the Act requires that an EIAR fur-
nished to the planning authority or An Bord Pleanála (the Board) must be prepared by experts 
with the competence to ensure its completeness and quality. Article 94 further specifies that the 
EIAR must list the experts who contributed to the preparation of the report and identify his or 
her competence and experience, including relevant qualifications. Under section 172(1H) of the 
2000 Act, the relevant planning authority or the Board, as the case may be, must ensure that it 
has, or has access to, sufficient expertise to examine the EIAR to ensure its completeness and 
quality. 

In this context, it is a matter for the relevant planning authority or the Board carrying out 
the EIA to satisfy itself as to the adequacy and accuracy of the EIAR prepared by or on behalf 
of the developer. Where it is not satisfied with the quality of the EIAR, the competent authority 
may seek further information from the developer as it considers necessary to enable it to carry 
out the EIA and where such information is not provided, the application is deemed withdrawn. 
Furthermore, the planning authority or the Board in carrying out the EIA must consider, in ad-
dition to the EIAR itself, any submissions or observations made in relation to the environmental 
effects of the proposed development. 

In addition to the above, under section 30 of the Act, as Minister, I am specifically precluded 
from exercising any power or control in relation to any particular case with which a planning 
authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be concerned.

26/11/2020WRN01100Electoral Process

26/11/2020WRN01200249. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his views on the electoral register as it is compiled at the moment; his views on the archaic 
manner in which access to the register is devised; his views on the public consultation process 
that took place in 2019 on modernising same; his plans to modernise the register as outlined in 
the programme for Government; the progress made in this regard; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39423/20]

26/11/2020WRN01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The electoral register and the process that underpins it has served 
this country well but we all recognise that it can be improved and modernised to bring about a 
more straightforward and streamlined process of registration that makes it easier for people to 
register to vote and update their details.  

The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future commits to a series of reforms includ-
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ing the introduction of rolling (continuously updated) registration; the simplification of forms 
and the registration process, including an online option; a single national electoral register 
database; and the use of PPSNs.  Other policies being progressed include pre-registration for 
young people; provision for anonymous registration in certain specific circumstances and the 
abolition of the edited register.  

The public consultation which ran from 17 December 2018 to 15 March 2019 showed sig-
nificant support for modernisation of the registration process and the specific proposals above.  
A report on the outcome can be found on my Department’s website at - https://www.housing.
gov.ie/public-consultation-proposals-modernise-electoral-registration-process.

The implementation of these and related proposals is progressing and in this regard my 
Department is currently preparing the General Scheme of a Bill, which will be brought to Gov-
ernment shortly.  

26/11/2020WRN01400Planning Issues

26/11/2020WRN01500250. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when he plans to publish the report of his Department into alleged planning irregularities 
in County Donegal; and the action he plans to take on foot of its findings. [39452/20]

26/11/2020WRN01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
will be examining the report, entitled ‘A Review Into Certain Planning Matters in Respect of 
Donegal County Council’, by Mr. Rory Mulcahy S.C., and will bring this matter to Government 
for consideration in due course. 

In this regard, the decisions of the Commissioner for Environmental Information 
(CEI/18/0019) of 13 February 2019 and the Information Commissioner (OIC-59426-Q8D7T8) 
of 27 February 2020 in relation to requests to publish this report will also be taken into account. 
Both decisions are publicly available on those bodies’ websites.

26/11/2020WRN01700Social and Affordable Housing

26/11/2020WRN01800251. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Housing, Local Gov-
ernment and Heritage the position regarding the single income threshold for social housing in 
2021; his plans to amend the current single income thresholds for social housing in advance of 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39507/20]

26/11/2020WRN01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Univer-
sal Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within the meaning of Financial Emergency 
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Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, 
and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-
term or once-off in nature.

A table setting out the details of the three bands and the limits currently applicable in each 
local authority area is available on my Department’s website at the following link: https://www.
housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/other/social-housing-support-table-income-limits    

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10%; and 2.5% for each child, subject to 
a maximum allowance under this category of 10%.  The income bands and the authority area 
assigned to each band were based on an assessment of the income needed to provide for a 
household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of the local rental cost of housing accom-
modation across the country. It is important to note that the limits introduced at that time also 
reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to the new system coming into opera-
tion, in order to broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn, both promoting 
sustainable communities and also providing a degree of future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources.

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility 
for social housing supports in each local authority area is underway. The review will also have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.

26/11/2020WRN02000Proposed Legislation

26/11/2020WRN02100252. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the timeframe for the publication of the heads of the emergency management and fire and pub-
lic safety Bill 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39519/20]

26/11/2020WRN02200253. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the stakeholder engagement planned for the drafting of the emergency management and fire and 
public safety Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39521/20]

26/11/2020WRN02300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 252 and 253 together.

The provision of fire services in local authority areas, including the establishment and main-
tenance of fire brigades, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of premises, is a 
statutory function of each individual fire authority.  This work of Local Authority Fire Services, 
has, to a large degree, been supported by the Fire Services Act 1981 and 2003 for nearly 40 
years.  While this legislation has served the country well it is an appropriate time now to ensure 
that it fully and accurately reflects the expanded and more dynamic role that our Fire Services 
have taken on in recent years.  

It is my intention to bring forward legislation - the Fire, Emergency Management and Public 
Safety Bill- whose primary purpose will be to update the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003 
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with particular reference to changes needed arising out of the Grenfell tragedy in the UK. Fur-
thermore, the Bill will place relevant elements of emergency management practice at national 
and local level on a statutory footing and  revise the legislative approach to certain aspects of 
public safety in Ireland with an initial focus on safety at funfairs. 

A General Scheme of the Bill is at an advanced stage of preparation within my Department. 
I anticipate bringing a Memorandum to Government on this issue, in the near future, followed 
by publication of the Bill.  

The General Scheme has been informed by extensive consultation with the relevant sectors 
likely to be impacted by its provisions. All parts of the Bill have been discussed on a number 
of occasions at the Board of the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management 
(NDFEM). The Board is made up of a representative number of Chief Executive Offices from 
Local authorities, the Chief Fire Officers Association (CFOA) as well as other Government 
Departments. The Board has endorsed the general approach taken in the Bill.

Local authorities are the sector most likely to be affected by all Parts of the Bill. For that rea-
son special attention was paid to seeking their opinions as to the shape of this legislation should 
take. The views of all Chief Executive Officers, Chief Fire Offices and the relevant Directors of 
Service were sought via a formal written process.

Specifically in relation to Part 2 of the Bill (Fire Safety) the CFOA also contributed to the 
consultative process via a focus group of Chief and Assistant Chief Fire Officers.

With respect to Part 3 of the Bill (Emergency Management) many of the provisions are 
based on the findings of the Review Report on the severe weather events “Delivering Integrated 
Emergency Management” brought to Government in December 2019. During the development 
of this Report significant engagement with key stakeholder groupings took place and informed 
the final recommendations in that Report. 

In the case of Part 4 (Public Safety) of the Bill a large number of the provisions relate to 
safety at funfairs. These provisions are being enacted following a comprehensive review of 
safety carried out by my Department. This Review included a significant degree of consultation 
with the key stakeholders in the sector.

The Bill being advanced has been shaped and informed already by extensive engagement 
with relevant stakeholders. However, as with any legislative process my Department remains 
open to receiving  and considering all views on the subject matters covered by the Bill.   

26/11/2020WRN02500Foreign Birth Registration

26/11/2020WRN02600254. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of an application 
by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39278/20]

26/11/2020WRN02700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused 
the processing of Foreign Births Registration applications as Ireland is at Level 5 of the Na-
tional Framework for Living with COVID-19.

Applications that have been sent to the FBR team are being held securely and will be pro-
cessed, in date order of receipt,  when normal services resume at Level 3. Foreign Births Regis-
tration, by its nature, can be a detailed and complex process, often involving official documen-
tation related to three generations and issued by several jurisdictions. The expected processing 
time for FBR applications is between 12 and 18 months.
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With regard to the specific application the Deputy has enquired about, I can confirm that the 
application was received on the 29 July 2020 and will be processed in due course.

26/11/2020WRN02800Election Monitoring Missions

26/11/2020WRN02900255. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on the 
right of appeal on grounds of disability in election observation competitions; if he will report 
on the provision for disability and equality monitoring his Department undertakes for these 
public competitions; the way in which information on disability is sought in the application 
form for the competition; the way in which his Department has responded to requests for dis-
ability accommodation from observers in the past; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39330/20]

26/11/2020WRN03000256. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of persons 
with disabilities as observers on the roster of election observation competitions; if he will con-
firm the commitment to support the inclusion of persons with disabilities as observers on the 
roster; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39331/20]

26/11/2020WRN03100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Colm Brophy): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 255 and 256 together.

I refer the Deputy to the response to Parliamentary Question No. 113 of 11 November, as 
well as in the Information Note on the Overseas Election Observation Roster prepared for the 
Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade (JCFATD), where these issues have been com-
prehensively addressed and which is attached to this response, and, further, in the Composite 
Note published on the election observation pages of the Irish Aid website, also attached to this 
response. 

The issue of reasonable accommodation for disabilities as it pertains to the application pro-
cess for and operation of the Election Observer Roster has also been addressed in the responses 
to Parliamentary Questions No. 60 of 23 January 2019, No. 153 of 5 February 2019, No. 65 
of 6 February 2019, No. 58 of 7 February 2019, No. 124 of 12 February 2019, No. 129 of 19 
February 2019, Nos. 100 and 105 of 26 February 2019, Nos. 117 and 119 of 5 March 2019, Nos. 
74, 76 and 81 of 6 March 2019, No. 68 of 12 March 2019, No. 157 of 26 March 2019, Nos. 117 
and 119 of 16 April 2019, No. 73 of 29 May 2019, No. 119 of 25 June 2019, No. 109 of 10 July 
2019, and No. 186 of 13 October 2020.

The Department of Foreign Affairs holds no record of the number of persons with disabili-
ties on the Election Observer Roster. 

1. https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2019-07-10_pq108-10-7-19_en.pdf  

2. https://www.irishaid.ie/media/irishaid/getinvolved/electionroster/Composite-Response.
pdf  

26/11/2020WRN03300Passport Applications

26/11/2020WRN03400257. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will examine the 
two-year wait before applying for a passport with a new name; if it is possible to change the 
name on a passport ahead of this time by using a ministerial observation on the passport; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39385/20]
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26/11/2020WRN03500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): All passport applications are sub-
ject to the terms of the Passports Act, 2008, as amended (“the Act“). The Act provides a legal 
basis for the various policies and procedures that are applied by the Passport Service in the issue 
of passports.

Section 10 of the Act provides that a passport will issue in the name of a citizen as it appears 
on his/her birth certificate or naturalisation certificate. However, a name change for a passport 
from that which appears on a person’s birth certificate is permitted under the Act in situations 
such as marriage, civil partnership etc. where civil, or legal documents are available to verify 
this change

In cases where name change arises, other than by marriage or civil partnership etc, the Act 
requires evidence of the use of this new name over a two year period. In very sensitive cases 
there is discretion under the Act for accepting evidence of usage for less than two years.

Furthermore, if a person requests issuance of a passport with a name change consisting of 
the use of the Irish version of his/her name, the Passport Service may adopt some flexibility in 
this policy and may facilitate the request if the applicant provides proof of a minimum period 
of six months usage of the Irish version of their name. In such cases, the Passport Service will 
include an observation on the passport recording the person’s birth certificate or previous name. 
This observation must remain on the passport until the condition of two years proof of usage 
can be satisfied. After the required two years and if the person wishes to do so, he/she may reap-
ply (full fee will be required), submitting the required two years proof, and a new passport may 
issue without the observation.

These rules seek to protect the integrity and security of the Irish passports against passport 
and identity fraud while allowing for genuine cases where name changes have occurred. The 
Irish passport has a strong international reputation due to the strength of security features within 
the book and the robust processes involved in its issuance.

26/11/2020WRN03600Middle East Peace Process

26/11/2020WRN03700258. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the illegal 
evictions from Sheikh Jarrah in the West Bank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39389/20]

26/11/2020WRN03800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland and the EU stand by the 
internationally agreed parameters for a negotiated peace agreement and continue to urge the 
Israeli Government to uphold its international legal obligations, including under the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, on the treatment of civilian populations. Jerusalem is one of the permanent 
status issues to be settled in a final peace agreement.

Ireland provides humanitarian assistance and support to specific development projects to 
improve the situation of Palestinians. Ireland funds a number of civil society partners that are 
active on human rights issues which impact specifically on Palestinians in East Jerusalem, in-
cluding in relation to the evictions which the Deputy has raised, but also related issues such as  
revocation of residency and the Absentee Property Law.

I have consistently focused on the issues surrounding settlements, including evictions and 
seizures of property, as a major driver of the continuing conflict and an obstacle to peace. I is-
sued a statement on 6 November in which I reaffirmed that destruction of private property is 
clearly prohibited under international humanitarian law. 
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I am aware of the situation which the Deputy has raised, in Sheikh Jarrah, a neighbourhood 
in East Jerusalem, and the long-standing threat of eviction that its Palestinian residents continue 
to face, which has worsened in recent weeks. On 25 November, Ireland’s Representative Office 
in Ramallah visited the site of the demolitions, along with other diplomatic representatives. I 
understand that a temporary injunction has been granted against the threatened eviction. Irish 
officials will continue to monitor this case closely. 

26/11/2020WRN03900Foreign Birth Registration

26/11/2020WRN04000259. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a foreign birth 
registration certificate will be processed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39412/20]

26/11/2020WRN04100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Passport Service has paused 
the processing of Foreign Births Registration applications as Ireland is at Level 5 of the Na-
tional Framework for Living with COVID-19.

Applications that have been sent to the FBR team are being held securely and will be pro-
cessed, in date order of receipt, when  normal services resume at Level 3. Foreign Births Regis-
tration, by its nature, can be a detailed and complex process, often involving official documen-
tation related to three generations and issued by several jurisdictions. The expected processing 
time for FBR applications is between 12 and 18 months.

With regard to the specific application the Deputy has enquired about, I can confirm that the 
application was received on the 23 January 2020 and it will be processed in due course.

26/11/2020WRN04200Human Rights

26/11/2020WRN04300260. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will request the 
Iranian authorities to show good will by letting young Baha’is have full access to higher lev-
el education and training (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39426/20]

26/11/2020WRN04400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The human rights situation in 
Iran is very worrying, and has long formed an important part of Ireland’s engagement and dia-
logue with Iran.

The inability of members of the Bahá’í faith to access higher education is deeply concern-
ing. It is unacceptable to discriminate against individuals on the basis of their religion. 

Ireland has consistently raised the discriminatory treatment of the Bahá’ís in multilateral 
fora. At the current session of the UN General Assembly’s Third Committee, Ireland co-spon-
sored a Resolution on the situation of human rights Iran. The Resolution calls upon Iran “to 
eliminate, in law and in practice, all forms of discrimination on the basis of thought, conscience, 
religion or belief, including the denial of and restrictions on access to education, including for 
members of the Baha’í faith.”

During the Universal Periodic Review of Iran’s human rights record in November 2019, 
Ireland called on Iran to take all necessary steps to protect the rights of the Bahá’í. 

Ireland has also raised concerns about discrimination against religious minorities on a bilat-
eral basis with Iran, as well as a Member of the EU. 
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Ireland, along with the EU, will continue to encourage progress in relation to religious mi-
norities in Iran, and to make clear our concerns to the Iranian authorities.

26/11/2020WRN04500Consular Services

26/11/2020WRN04600261. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the efforts being made 
to assist a person (details supplied) in China; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39447/20]

26/11/2020WRN04700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can confirm to the Deputy that 
my Department has been providing ongoing consular assistance to this citizen through our 
Consular Assistance Unit in Dublin, our Embassy in Beijing and our Consulate General in 
Shanghai. 

Our Consul General has been meeting and engaging regularly with the citizen since we were 
first informed of this complex case last year, and continues to provide all possible consular sup-
port and advice.

Our focus has been on supporting the citizen’s well-being and welfare, while he and his 
legal team seek to resolve the outstanding legal matters with the local authorities. 

I can further advise that the case has been raised regularly at senior political and diplomatic 
level with the relevant authorities in China, and with the Embassy of China to Ireland. These 
engagements have highlighted the humanitarian aspects of the case, and the importance of the 
citizen being allowed to leave China and return home as soon as possible. 

The Deputy will appreciate that it would not be appropriate to discuss the details of any 
individual consular case, nor to comment on matters pertaining to a legal process in another 
jurisdiction. However I can assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to provide all 
possible consular assistance to the citizen until he is permitted to return to Ireland.

26/11/2020WRN04800Special Educational Needs

26/11/2020WRN04900262. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education the requirements for 
new schools to provide special education units; if a similar requirement applies to existing 
schools seeking to extend their current buildings; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39282/20]

26/11/2020WRN05000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In the case of all new schools, it is gen-
eral practice to include a Special Education Needs Base (SEN Base) in the accommodation 
brief for new school buildings, unless local circumstances indicate that it will not be required. 
Typically, a two classroom SEN Base is provided in new primary schools and a two or four 
classroom SEN Base is provided in new post primary schools. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has a statutory function to plan and 
co-ordinate the provision of education and support services to children with special educational 
needs, in consultation with the relevant education partners and the Health Service Executive 
(HSE). This includes the establishment of special class and special school placements in vari-
ous geographical areas where there is an identified need. 

In deciding where to establish a special class in an area, the NCSE take account of the cur-
rent and projected demand and the available school accommodation both current and planned.  
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The Council ensures that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have 
been identified as needing special class placements.

When the NCSE sanction a special class in a school, the school can apply to my Department 
for capital funding to re-configure existing spaces within the school building to accommodate 
the class and/or to construct additional accommodation.  Similarly, where special schools wish 
to expand provision, the school can apply to my Department for capital funding to accommo-
date additional placements.

Details of all special classes for children with special educational needs are available on 
www.ncse.ie. 

26/11/2020WRN05100Special Educational Needs

26/11/2020WRN05200263. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education the options available 
to students with additional needs in the event that the sole school to which they are eligible to 
apply and that provides a special education unit is oversubscribed and the child is not suited 
to full-time mainstream education; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39283/20]

26/11/2020WRN05300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs 
is a priority for this Government.  Next year, over 20% of the total Education budget or €2bn 
will be invested in supporting children with special educational needs.

This investment will support the provision of over 1,200 additional special class places. 

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country where 
increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a shortage of school 
places.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating 
and advising on the education provision for children nationwide. Through better planning at 
both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist education places should come on 
stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis.

The NCSE is actively working with schools to establish special classes.  It is open to any 
school to make an application to the NCSE to open a special class.  The active collaboration of 
school communities is vital to the effective inclusion of students with special educational needs. 

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist and 
advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: https://ncse.ie/regional-services-
contact-list  

In circumstances, where no placement is available for a child with special educational 
needs, the Department can provide Home Tuition grant funding towards the provision of 20 
hours home tuition per week as an interim measure until the NCSE confirms that a placement 
is available.

Home Tuition will not however be available where a school placement has been identified 
by the NCSE. Similarly, failure to enrol a child in school will not give rise to eligibility under 
this scheme.
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26/11/2020WRN05400School Staff

26/11/2020WRN05500264. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn 
to the decision by an organisation to deny health and safety leave to a person (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39307/20]

26/11/2020WRN05600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has an enhanced Occu-
pational Health Service (OHS) in place to provide employers with occupational health advice 
in relation to employees’ fitness for work.  Medmark, the current OHS provider has a process 
in place for school staff with health concerns about their risk of serious illness from contracting 
COVID-19, through workplace attendance.

A detailed on-line questionnaire is submitted by the employee to Medmark, along with de-
tailed medical evidence to provide clarity with respect to the medical complaint(s) in question.  
All of this information is reviewed by the OHS specialist occupational health physician, includ-
ing the combined and cumulative risk that can arise when an employee suffers from more than 
one health condition.   The risk categorisation is comprehensive and follows the same process 
that is being applied across other sectors.  An employee is categorised into one of three CO-
VID-19 risk categories.  These are general population risk, higher risk, and very high risk. The 
outcome of the risk categorisation is governed by the HSE guidance.  

Under the current HSE guidelines, a pregnant employee is not deemed to be at very high 
risk of serious illness from contracting COVID-19, unless suffering from a serious heart condi-
tion. A teacher who is well must therefore attend the workplace.  The school has a responsibility 
as the employer to assess the school environment using the COVID-19 Response Plan for the 
school, to ensure that all the appropriate HSE recommendations for safe school operations dur-
ing Covid-19 are being implemented in full.  

If this, or any other relevant medical matter, is reviewed and updated by the HSE, Medmark 
will be informed as the occupational health service provider, by the HSE, and will adjust their 
decision making processes accordingly.  

Where an employee considers the OHS ‘COVID-19 Health Risk Categorisation Report’ 
places him/her in an incorrect risk category, a review can be requested by the employee where 
Medmark will re-evaluate the medical evidence provided. The employee may provide addi-
tional medical evidence as part of the review process. 

26/11/2020WRN05700Schools Building Projects

26/11/2020WRN05800265. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education the progress of a building proj-
ect (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39311/20]

26/11/2020WRN05900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school to which Deputy refers is at 
an advanced stage of the tender process and a preferred bidder has been identified.  

Subject to no issues arising during the balance of the tender process, it is anticipated that 
work will commence on site in Quarter 1 of 2021, with a construction period of approximately 
6 months.

26/11/2020WRO00200Water Services
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26/11/2020WRO00300266. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education if there are plans to improve 
water supply to a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39356/20]

26/11/2020WRO00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware the provision of 
water does not lie within the remit of my Department; however, the Emergency Works Team is 
prepared to consider any reasonable alternative to a water tank that the school in question may 
suggest.

26/11/2020WRO00500Special Educational Needs

26/11/2020WRO00600267. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Education if a new ASD unit in a 
school (details supplied) is on track to open for September 2021; and if so, if the new unit will 
operate at full capacity in its first year. [39372/20]

26/11/2020WRO00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy, that the Na-
tional Council for Special Education (NCSE) has approved the opening of a special class, in St. 
Kevin’s National School, for September 2021. 

Officials from my Department are in contact with the school authorities in relation to the 
necessary steps, should additional accommodation be required for this class. To date no applica-
tions have been received for capital funding, from the school in question. 

26/11/2020WRO00800Special Educational Needs

26/11/2020WRO00900268. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Education if the new ASD unit in a 
school (details supplied) will be offering places exclusively to children already in the school; 
and if applications will be accepted for new students. [39373/20]

26/11/2020WRO01000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has advised that a new special class for chil-
dren with autism was sanctioned for the school referred to by the Deputy in October 2020. It is 
planned to open the class at the start of the 2021/2022 school year. I understand the school are 
taking applications for the class this year. 

It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment 
policy in accordance with the Education Act 1998.  In schools where there are more applicants 
than places available a selection process may be necessary. 

The selection process used by schools and the enrolment policy on which it is based must 
be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in respect of all applicants. However, it may 
result in some pupils not obtaining a place in their school of first choice.

In accordance with the provisions of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018, all 
schools have drafted new policies to be published on the school’s website. 

The Act requires schools to clearly set out their selection criteria, for application in the event 
of oversubscription, in their admission policies. The criteria to be applied by schools and the 
order of priority are a matter for schools themselves. 

Further information on the new admission process is available on the Department’s website 
at the following link: https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Information/School-Enrolment/.
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26/11/2020WRO01100Special Educational Needs

26/11/2020WRO01200269. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Education the position regarding the 
number of students currently on waiting lists for an ASD unit place in an area (details supplied); 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39374/20]

26/11/2020WRO01300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs 
is a priority for this Government.  Next year, over 20% of the total Education budget or €2bn 
will be invested in supporting children with special educational needs.  

This investment will support the provision of over 1,200 additional special class places. 

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country, including 
the area referenced by the Deputy, where increases in population and other issues have led to 
concerns regarding a shortage of school places.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating 
and advising on the education provision for children nationwide. Through better planning at 
both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist education places should come on 
stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis.

The NCSE is actively working with primary and post primary schools in the North Wicklow 
area, including Greystones, in order to establish special classes in the area.  It is open to any 
school to make an application to the NCSE to open a special class.  The active collaboration of 
school communities is vital to the effective inclusion of students with special educational needs. 

I should clarify that the NCSE does not maintain waiting lists for ASD classes.  Boards of 
management of individual schools are responsible for such enrolment matters. 

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist and 
advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: https://ncse.ie/regional-services-
contact-list.

26/11/2020WRO01400School Transport

26/11/2020WRO01500270. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education the reason incorrect informa-
tion was provided in response to Parliamentary Question No. 79 of 4 November 2020, in view 
of the fact that this payment has not been made to date in this case (details supplied); and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39376/20]

26/11/2020WRO01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019.

The purpose of the Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

The child referred to by the Deputy is in receipt of a Special Transport Grant under the terms 
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of the School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Educational Needs. School Transport 
Section had processed the payment  for the family in question as outlined previously. However 
due to an error, details relating to the payment were not picked up by the Department’s financial 
system. This error has now been rectified and the payment will be processed in the coming days. 

26/11/2020WRO01700Teaching Council of Ireland

26/11/2020WRO01800271. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education if a Teaching Council reg-
istration will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39413/20]

26/11/2020WRO01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under the Teaching Council Acts 2001-
2015 the Teaching Council is the body with statutory authority and responsibility for the regu-
lation of the teaching profession in Ireland including the registration of teachers in the State. 

The Teaching Council inform me that the person referred to by the Deputy is registered with 
effect from the 06th of November 2020. Should the individual have any queries regarding their 
registration I would advise they liaise directly with the Teaching Council. 

26/11/2020WRO02000DEIS Scheme

26/11/2020WRO02100272. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education the reason improvements 
in staffing were provided to DEIS band 1 senior schools but not to junior schools or integrated 
schools in the same category; and if it has been decided the way in which the planned €5 million 
for such schools will be allocated. [39428/20]

26/11/2020WRO02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Thank you for your recent correspon-
dence in relation to the additional allocation in Budget 2021 to support children experiencing 
educational disadvantage.

DEIS – Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools is the main policy initiative of my 
Department to address educational disadvantage at school level. In the 2020/21 school year 
there are 887 schools in the DEIS Programme serving in excess of 185,000 pupils. This rep-
resents approximately 20% of the overall school population. My Department will spend in the 
region of €125 million in 2020 on the DEIS Programme.

Under Budget 2021 I announced a general reduction in the mainstream staffing schedule to 
25:1, which will also apply to DEIS Rural and Urban Band 2 schools.  While there has been a 
reduction in mainstream class size in recent years, there has not been a corresponding reduction 
for those Urban Band 1 DEIS schools who are already allocated a preferential staffing sched-
ule of 20:1 for schools catering for junior classes only and 24:1 for schools catering for senior 
classes only. Most DEIS Urban Band 1 schools operate vertical schools with a ratio of 22:1.

As an initial step in addressing this, I have focused on a reduction in the Senior DEIS Urban 
Band 1 primary schools and therefore there will be a one point reduction in their staffing sched-
ule from 24:1 to 23:1.  The reason for this is due to the fact that the differential has narrowed 
further following the announcement of an overall reduction in the mainstream staffing schedule 
to 25:1. 

The total Budget allocation of additional funding of €2 million in 2021, with a full year al-
location of €5 million in 2022 provides  for further supports to be allocated as part of the DEIS 
programme to those schools catering for the highest concentrations of educational disadvan-
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tage.  My Department continues to support those schools most in need and I am considering 
options on how best to achieve this. 

26/11/2020WRO02300Schools Building Projects

26/11/2020WRO02400273. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Education the progress made to date 
in providing a new school building for a school (details supplied) that has been in inadequate 
accommodation for a long time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39442/20]

26/11/2020WRO02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project for the school re-
ferred to by the Deputy is included in my Department’s Construction Programme which is be-
ing delivered under the National Development Plan. 

The project is currently at Stage 1 of Architectural Planning which includes site surveys 
and reports, and producing initial sketch scheme options to be submitted to my Department for 
consideration. 

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 1 submission, a Stage 1 stakeholders meeting will be 
held between the Board of Management, Project Manager, Design Team and officials from my 
Department.

26/11/2020WRO02600Public Sector Pay

26/11/2020WRO02700274. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Education if the payroll division 
will give the choice to employees and retired teachers to receive their payslips electronically; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39455/20]

26/11/2020WRO02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The option of receiving online payslips 
for serving and retired staff paid on payrolls operated by my Department is not currently avail-
able.

An interim upgrade of the payroll system is currently underway and is due to be completed 
in the latter part of 2021.  The primary purpose of this upgrade is to receive continued support 
from the Department’s vendor. On completion of this upgrade it is intended to explore the in-
troduction of an online payslip solution.

26/11/2020WRO02900School Staff

26/11/2020WRO03000275. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Education if cleaners are consid-
ered as critical staff in the running of schools; her plans to provide pension rights to long service 
cleaners; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39457/20]

26/11/2020WRO03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I recognise the important role that clean-
ers play in the successful operation of our schools. Each school is required to have a COVID-19 
Response Plan for safe operation through the prevention, early detection and control of COV-
ID-19 in line with public health advice. Cleaning is an important aspect of infection prevention 
control measures in schools to minimise the risk of transmission of infection.

However, I wish to clarify to the Deputy that cleaners in primary and post-primary schools 
are not contracted to or paid by the Department of Education.  Cleaners are employed by these 
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schools directly, using the ancillary grant to schools, which allows them the flexibility of hiring 
cleaner/s in the most locally useful manner.  The provision of a pension is therefore a matter 
for the respective, individual schools.  Schools as employers are obliged to provide access to a 
PRSA.  

The Deputy may be aware that, in line with the ‘Roadmap for Pension Reform 2018 – 
2023’, the Government has committed to develop and implement a State-sponsored ‘Automatic 
Enrolment’ supplementary retirement savings system by 2022.  Under Automatic Enrolment, 
employees without personal retirement savings and who meet certain age and earnings criteria 
will be automatically enrolled into a State-sponsored quality assured supplementary retirement 
savings system, with freedom of choice to opt-out. 

26/11/2020WRO03200School Accommodation

26/11/2020WRO03300276. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place, replacement of facilities, new school requirements and 
special needs provision at primary and post-primary levels in Maynooth, County Kildare; the 
extent to which each project is on target in line with projections; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39482/20]

26/11/2020WRO03400277. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place, replacement of facilities, new school requirements and spe-
cial needs provision at primary and post-primary levels in Kilcock, County Kildare; the extent 
to which each project is on target in line with projections; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39483/20]

26/11/2020WRO03500278. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place, replacement of facilities, new school requirements and 
special needs provision at primary and post-primary levels in Celbridge, County Kildare; the 
extent to which each project is on target in line with projections; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39484/20]

26/11/2020WRO03600279. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place, replacement of facilities, new school requirements and 
special needs provision at primary and post-primary levels in Prosperous, County Kildare; the 
extent to which each project is on target in line with projections; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39485/20]

26/11/2020WRO03700280. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place, replacement of facilities, new school requirements and 
special needs provision at primary and post-primary levels in Naas, County Kildare; the extent 
to which each project is on target in line with projections; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39486/20]

26/11/2020WRO03800281. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Education the progress to date or 
in hand in meeting the school place, replacement of facilities, new school requirements and 
special needs provision at primary and post-primary levels in Clane, County Kildare; the extent 
to which each project is on target in line with projections; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39487/20]

26/11/2020WRO03900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 276 to 
281, inclusive, together.
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In order to plan for school provision and analyse the relevant demographic data, my Depart-
ment divides the country into 314 school planning areas and uses a Geographical Information 
System (GIS). The GIS uses data from a range of sources, including Child Benefit Data from 
the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection and the Department’s own school 
enrolment databases, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will 
arise.

The process has been strengthened this year through three specific initiatives:

1.  enhanced engagement with local authorities in relation to the information on residential 
development incorporated in the analysis process;

2.  additional engagement with patron bodies in relation to their local knowledge on school 
place requirements. Education and Training Boards, Diocesan offices and national patron bod-
ies such as Educate Together, An Foras Pátrúnachta etc. can also be an important source of local 
knowledge. This will add to information also provided to the Department by local authorities 
or individual schools.  

3.  utilising the information gleaned from schools under the national inventory of school 
capacity completed by individual schools last year as part of POD, P-POD returns process.

Where data indicates that additional provision is required at primary or post primary level, 
the delivery of such additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each 
case and may be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

-  Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

-  Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

-  Provision of a new school or schools.

Under project Ireland 2040, my Department continues to make progress to increase the 
infrastructural capacity in the schools sector, in order to meet demographic and other demands.

The Capital Programme details the school projects that are being progressed under Project 
Ireland 2040. The current status of large-scale projects being delivered under Project Ireland 
2040, including projects in County Kildare may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.
education.ie and this information is updated regularly. In addition, a list of large-scale projects 
completed from 2010 to date may also be viewed on the website.   

The Capital Programme also provides for devolved funding for additional classrooms, in-
cluding accommodation for pupils with special educational needs, if required, for schools where 
an immediate enrolment need, has been identified or where an additional teacher has been ap-
pointed.  Details of schools listed on this programme (Additional Accommodation Scheme) can 
be found on my Department’s website www.education.ie and this information is also updated 
regularly. 

26/11/2020WRO04500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRO04600282. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Education her plans to offer 
streamed remote and blended learning options to high-risk families that wish to avail of same; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39493/20]

26/11/2020WRO04700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Health Protection Surveillance Cen-
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tre and HSE has published guidance in relation to the return to school for at risk groups. The 
advice confirms that for the vast majority of children, including those who are high risk, can 
return to school and it is important for the overall health and wellbeing for children to attend 
school. This is consistent with public health advice internationally. Live streaming of classes 
does not arise where categories of students are expected to be in school. The guidance is avail-
able at the following link.

https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/education-
guidance/HSE%20advice%20on%20return%20to%20school.pdf  

My Department has also published guidance to support schools in making adapted educa-
tion provision for students with an underlying medical condition who cannot return to school 
because they are medically certified as being at very high risk to COVID-19.  

The guidance for primary and post schools on supporting such students is available via the 
following link https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/a128d-back-to-school/.

26/11/2020WRO04800Schools Data

26/11/2020WRO04900283. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education the number of students on the 
waiting list for a secondary school place in secondary schools in Bandon, County Cork for the 
2021-2022 school year; and the steps she is taking as a result. [39505/20]

26/11/2020WRO05000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my 
Department is aware of increasing enrolments in Bandon and has planned capital projects to 
provide the required accommodation.  It is intended that demand in Bandon will be addressed 
by increasing capacity at St Brogans College to a Long Term Projected Enrolment of 1,000 
pupils.  In this regard, capital funding has been approved and the project has been devolved to 
the school authority (CETB) for delivery.  There is also a project for Hamilton High school in-
cluded on the Capital programme which is currently under consideration.  Department officials 
are in communication with the school authority of Coláiste na Toirbhirte with a view to increas-
ing capacity in order to meet projected demand.

Further to this, and similar to the process adopted for September 2020 readiness, my De-
partment will be engaging further with patron bodies shortly in advance of identifying specific 
September 2021 capacity pressure points priorities which will necessitate specific action.  

I also wish to advise the Deputy that my Department does not hold records of students on 
school waiting lists. 

26/11/2020WRO05100School Admissions

26/11/2020WRO05200284. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Education the reason a student (de-
tails supplied) is being refused a place in three schools; the assurance she can provide to allay 
the fears and upset of the student’s parents that there will be a place in a local school for the next 
school year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39508/20]

26/11/2020WRO05300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It is the responsibility of my Department 
to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils seeking school places in 
an area.  Parents/guardians can choose which school to apply to and where the school has places 
available the pupil should be admitted.
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It is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to draft, publish and 
implement a school admission policy in accordance with the Education Acts 1998 to 2018. In 
schools where there are more applicants than places available a selection process may be neces-
sary.  This may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in their school of first choice. 

The admission policy, including the selection criterion to be used where the school is over-
subscribed, must comply with the Education Acts 1998 to 2018, be non-discriminatory and be 
applied fairly in respect of all applicants.

Where a board of management make a decision to refuse admission, a parent/guardian can 
appeal that decision under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998, and an independent appeals 
committee will be appointed to consider the appeal.  My Department has no authority to compel 
a school to admit a student, except in circumstances where an appeal under section 29 of the 
Education Act, 1998 has been allowed and the appeals committee direct that the school admit 
the child concerned. 

A section 29 appeal must be made no later than 63 calendar days from the date of the 
school’s decision to refuse admission.

If a student has been refused admission due to the school being oversubscribed, and the 
parent/guardian of the student wishes to appeal this decision they must firstly make a written 
request to the board of management requesting a review of the school’s decision.  This request 
for a review to the board of management is time bound and must be made within 21 calendar 
days from the date of the decision by the school to refuse admission of the student.

If a student has been refused admission for a reason other than the school being oversub-
scribed, and the parent/guardian of the student wishes to appeal the decision, they may, but are 
not required to, firstly make a written request to the board of management requesting a review 
of the school’s decision. This request for a review to the board of management is time bound 
and must be made within 21 calendar days from the date of the decision by the school to refuse 
admission of the student. Where the decision by the school to refuse admission of the student is 
for a reason other than the school being oversubscribed and the parent/guardian does not wish 
to request a review by the board of management of this decision, an appeal may be made to 
an independent appeals committee no later than 63 calendar days from the date of the school’s 
decision to refuse admission.

Full details on the section 29 appeals process are available on my Department’s website at 
the link below:

https://www.education.ie/en/Parents/Services/Appeal-against-Permanent-Exclusion-Sus-
pension-or-Refusal-to-Enrol/Appeals.html  

In addition, Tusla Education Support Services (TESS) is the legal body which can assist 
parents who are experiencing difficulty in securing a school placement for their child. Contact 
details for TESS in your region can be found at:  https://www.tusla.ie/tess/get-in-touch/  

26/11/2020WRO05400School Accommodation

26/11/2020WRO05500285. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Education the position regarding 
accommodation for a secondary school (details supplied) in January 2021; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39509/20]

26/11/2020WRO05600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has been in contact with 
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the club to which the Deputy refers with regard to extending the current lease arrangements. 

My Department will keep the school authorities and it’s patron body informed. 

26/11/2020WRP00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRP00300286. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason a person 
(details supplied) was refused the enterprise support grant; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39410/20]

26/11/2020WRP00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Enterprise Support 
Grant (ESG) provides funding following the re-opening of an applicant’s business after the clo-
sure of their Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) or Jobseekers claim. 

This grant provides up to €1,000 for expenditure associated with re-starting a business fol-
lowing the closure of a PUP or a Jobseeker’s claim. The pandemic has created severe challenges 
for small businesses with significant disruption to their enterprise and uncertain trading condi-
tions. In response, the Government announced a range of funding supports to help businesses 
stabilise and reopen, including the extension of the ESG to small businesses.

The grant is available to assist eligible self-employed recipients who have been in receipt of 
a COVID-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and have closed their claim on or after 
18th May 2020. It may be awarded to those who are self-employed, tax and PRSI compliant, 
employ fewer than 10 people, have an annual turnover of less than €1m; and are not liable for 
commercial rates. 

The person concerned recently made an application for an ESG and his claim was initially 
refused.  This claim has subsequently been reviewed and, as a decision has been made that the 
conditions for payment have been satisfied, the claim has now been approved. The Depart-
ment’s Case Officer administering the ESG scheme in the Buncrana INTREO office has been 
in contact with the person concerned to inform him of this decision and to advise him that pay-
ment has issued to his nominated bank account. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

26/11/2020WRP00500Education Schemes

26/11/2020WRP00600287. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection the grants, funding 
or compensation for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39270/20]

26/11/2020WRP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I understand that the Dep-
uty’s question relates to grants, funding or compensation relating to a person’s education and, 
accordingly, should be directed to my colleague, the Minister for Education. 

26/11/2020WRP00800Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

26/11/2020WRP00900288. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if a matter in relation 
to an employee who is taken off the pandemic unemployment payment and placed on the em-
ployment wage subsidy scheme by his or her employer will be clarified (details supplied). 



Questions - Written Answers

144

[39274/20]

26/11/2020WRP01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department has clari-
fied that a person who has had a reduction in their days of employment, may claim casual job-
seeker or Short-Time Work Support payments for days of unemployment, where their employer 
is claiming the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme for days of employment.  The normal 
scheme rules and application processes apply, including completion of the relevant forms by 
the employer to certify days of employment and unemployment.  

Decisions around individual entitlements to jobseekers claims depend on meeting the eli-
gibility conditions and each case has to be examined on an individual basis to determine the 
specific arrangements in place.

If the Deputy has a specific case affected by the circumstances as set out, I will arrange for 
it to be  reviewed.

26/11/2020WRP01100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRP01200289. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Social Protection the financial supports that 
will be put in place for persons experiencing long Covid; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39289/20]

26/11/2020WRP01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department provides 
a suite of income supports for those who are unable to work due to an illness or disability.  It 
is important to note that entitlement to these supports is not contingent on the nature of the ill-
ness/disability but on the extent to which a particular illness or disability impairs or restricts a 
person’s capacity to work.

In March of this year, under the Health (Preservation and Protection and other Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest) Act 2020 (No. 1) and subsequent regulations, the Government 
provided for entitlement to illness benefit for persons who have been diagnosed with Covid-19 
or are a probable source of infection with Covid-19.

The rate of payment of the enhanced Illness Benefit payment in respect of Covid-19 is high-
er than the normal maximum personal rate for a limited period.  The measures were designed 
to ensure that where a registered medical practitioner or a HSE medical officer diagnoses a 
person with Covid-19 or identifies him or her as a probable source of infection of Covid-19, the 
person can comply with medical advice to isolate, while having their income protected.  This is 
essential to limit and slow down the spread of the virus, to keep the number of people affected 
to a minimum, and to reduce a peak of cases which would cause extreme pressure on the health 
system.

The enhanced rate of Illness Benefit was brought in as a short-term public health measure 
and is not a long-term income support payment.  It is payable for 2 weeks where a person is 
isolating as a probable source of infection of Covid-19 and up to 10 weeks where a person has 
been diagnosed with Covid-19. The purpose of the enhanced Illness Benefit payment in respect 
of Covid-19 is to encourage people to not go to work due to financial constraint when they 
should be in isolation.  

In a case where a person continues to be ill beyond 10 weeks, standard Illness Benefit may 
be paid for an extended period, based on the person’s continued eligibility.  Illness Benefit is 
the primary income support payment for people who are unable to attend work due to illness of 
any type.  Additional payments may also be made in respect of a qualified adult and qualifying 
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children.

Apart from these income supports, my Department also provides support under the Supple-
mentary Welfare Allowance scheme.  The Department may make an exceptional needs payment 
(ENP) to help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person could not reasonably be 
expected to meet from their weekly income.   

I trust that this clarifies the matter. 

26/11/2020WRP01400State Pension (Contributory)

26/11/2020WRP01500290. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if State pension 
(contributory) payments due to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry will be paid to the 
person’s nominated agent; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39317/20]

26/11/2020WRP01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Arrears of State pension 
(contributory) are due to the estate of the deceased person.

Where the deceased person has made a will, any uncollected payments due may be paid to 
the Executor or Executrix of the deceased’s estate.

Where a person dies without making a will, any arrears due may be paid to whomever ap-
pears to be beneficially entitled as determined by my Department. This generally means that the 
arrears are paid to whomever has discharged the funeral expenses and can provide supporting 
documentary evidence.

In line with my Department’s policy in such cases, correspondence issued on 24 November 
2020, addressed to the personal representatives of the deceased person, to establish the recipient 
of the person’s pension arrears. On receipt of these details, payment will issue without delay.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.  

26/11/2020WRP01700Working Family Payment

26/11/2020WRP01800291. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Social Protection when a deci-
sion will be made on an application for the working family payment by a person (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39321/20]

26/11/2020WRP01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Working Family Payment 
(WFP) is an in-work payment, which provides additional income support to employees on low 
earnings with qualified children.  In order to qualify for WFP, an applicant, or the applicant and 
their spouse, partner or cohabitant must be engaged in full-time remunerative employment as an 
employee for not less than 38 hours per fortnight.  This employment condition must be satisfied 
on an ongoing basis.

An application for WFP was received from the person concerned on 07 July 2020. 

Their application was disallowed on 13 July 2020, as they did not satisfy the above employ-
ment condition.  Based on their completed application-form (WFP1), and on the Department’s 
real-time (current) records, the applicant was not engaged in employment as an employee at the 
time of application.

The person concerned was notified in writing of this decision on 13 July 2020, and of the 
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right of review and appeal.

In view of the fact that this person has not received the above notification to date, a copy of 
the Department’s decision notification (that was issued on 13 July 2020) has been reissued to 
the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

26/11/2020WRP02000Community Employment Schemes

26/11/2020WRP02100292. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to relax 
the rules regarding extensions to community employment schemes during Covid-19 such as in 
the case of a person (details supplied); if this is considered on a case-by-case basis; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39351/20]

26/11/2020WRP02200Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The percentage of placements on Community Employment (CE) available to 
the Service Support Stream (SSS) was increased from 7% to 10% in October 2018. While this 
continues to be the case, divisions within my Department now have the discretion to spread the 
10% of SSS places across CE schemes within their division.  

This will allow the Dublin Mid-Leinster division to increase the current SSS allocation on 
the North Kildare Leisure Club CE project to 4 and therefore be in a position to offer the person 
concerned a place under this category, subject to the Sponsor’s approval. 

The Community Development Officer will advise the Sponsor of the increased allocation. 

I trust this clarifies the matter.

26/11/2020WRP02300Social Welfare Benefits

26/11/2020WRP02400293. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
introducing a measure by which older persons are provided with a weekly allowance towards 
the cost of broadband similar to the allowance they are granted towards the cost of a telephone 
in view of the cost of broadband; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39354/20]

26/11/2020WRP02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The telephone support 
allowance (TSA) is a weekly payment of €2.50.  The estimated full year cost of the scheme is 
over €17.5 million.  To receive the allowance a customer of my Department must be in receipt 
of a qualifying payment such as the State pension and also in receipt of the Living Alone Al-
lowance and the Fuel Allowance.  The scheme supports recipients by assisting with the cost of 
communications and/or home security solutions.  

The TSA is one of a number of supports that recipients of State pension payments may, sub-
ject to satisfying eligibility conditions, have access to.  Other supports include the living alone 
increase (€14 a week), household benefits (€35 a month and the free TV licence element), fuel 
allowance (€24.50 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €686 for the fuel season) and free travel.

As part of Budget 2021, I was delighted to announce a €5 increase in the weekly rate of the 
living alone increase and a €3.50 increase to the weekly rate of fuel allowance.  The announced 
increases will take effect from January 2021 and will benefit many older people. 
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Furthermore, my Department operates both Exceptional and Urgent Needs Payments as part 
of the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme for people of any age, who have an urgent 
need which they cannot meet from their own resources.  These payments are available through 
our Community Welfare Officers.

During the COVID-19 emergency, the Government has been seeking to implement and op-
erate supports that are targeted where most needed, to ensure continued economic activity and 
reduce the risk of poverty. 

All proposals, including any proposals to introduce a new weekly allowance for older people 
to help offset the cost of broadband, could only be considered while taking account of overall 
Government policy and in a budgetary context.  

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

26/11/2020WRP02600Working Family Payment

26/11/2020WRP02700294. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection if the working family 
payment unit will reassess a claim for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39404/20]

26/11/2020WRP02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Working Family Payment 
(WFP) is an income tested, in-work payment which provides additional income support to em-
ployees on low income with children.  WFP applications are processed based on an applicant’s 
circumstances, including employment earnings and income status that apply at the time of ap-
plication, in accordance with the relevant social welfare legislation.  The governing legislation 
provides that once WFP is awarded, the weekly rate remains the same for 52 weeks, regardless 
of changes in a claimant’s earnings or income.  Accordingly the WFP rate cannot be revised , 
during the award period, other than where legislation permits.

An application was received from the person concerned on 11 August 2020, and WFP was 
awarded for 52 weeks, with effect from 13 August 2020 to 11 August 2021, based on the wage 
slip submitted.  At the time of application the person concerned was in receipt of employment 
earnings, via the government’s Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme. (TWSS) , as reflected in the 
wage slip that was provided with their application.

Following requests from the person concerned, reviews of the above decision were com-
pleted on 18 September 2020 and 13 November 2020 respectively.  The Department’s position 
did not change and the above decision was upheld.  Accordingly, in view of the above WFP 
52 week payment rule, and the information available to the department, there are no further 
grounds to review the above decision.

The person concerned may pursue an appeal to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Of-
fice. (SWAO)

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

26/11/2020WRP02900Personal Public Service Numbers

26/11/2020WRP03000295. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection when a PPS num-
ber will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39405/20]
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26/11/2020WRP03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can confirm that my 
Department has allocated a Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) to the individual referred 
to by the Deputy. A letter issued to the individual on 23rd November 2020 with details of the 
PPSN.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

26/11/2020WRP03200Personal Public Service Numbers

26/11/2020WRP03300296. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection when a PPS num-
ber will issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39406/20]

26/11/2020WRP03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can confirm that my 
Department has allocated a Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) to the individual referred 
to by the Deputy. A letter issued to the individual on 23rd November 2020 with details of the 
PPSN.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

26/11/2020WRP03500Food Poverty

26/11/2020WRP03600297. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if a food bank in Water-
ford operated by an organisation (details supplied) is entitled to impose a charge on recipients 
of the food; and if her Department has provided funding for the initiative. [39430/20]

26/11/2020WRP03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As my Department does 
not provide funding for the initiative referred to by the Deputy, I am not in a position to com-
ment on its operation by the named organisation.

26/11/2020WRP03800Protected Disclosures

26/11/2020WRP03900298. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has been 
drawn to issues in relation to governance, accounting and financial issues in an organisation 
(details supplied); if so, if these issues are being investigated by her Department or other ap-
propriate bodies; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39431/20]

26/11/2020WRP04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I am aware of the issues 
referred to by the Deputy and note that my colleague, the Minister of State with responsibility 
for Community Development and Charities, answered Parliamentary Questions on these issues 
for the Deputy on November 3rd last.   

My Department is one of a number of bodies that provides funding to the named organisa-
tion - funding is provided for the Local Employment Service operated by the named organisa-
tion and previously funding was provided for two Community Employment Schemes operated 
by the named organisation.  The Local Employment Service and the Community Employment 
Schemes are monitored by my local officials and, to date, no governance, accounting or finan-
cial issues have been identified.
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26/11/2020WRP04100Personal Public Service Numbers

26/11/2020WRP04200299. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection when a PPS number 
will be assigned to a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39434/20]

26/11/2020WRP04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can confirm that my 
Department has allocated a Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) to the individual referred 
to by the Deputy. A letter issued on 24th November 2020 with details of the PPSN.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

26/11/2020WRP04400Training Support Grant

26/11/2020WRP04500300. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if an application 
for the training support grant by a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and the addi-
tional financial supports that the applicant would be eligible for to support the person’s studies. 
[39441/20]

26/11/2020WRP04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Training Support 
Grant (TSG) is designed to fund quick access to short-term training or related interventions for 
Jobseekers who have identified work opportunities or where Case Officers have identified an 
immediate skills gap that represents an obstacle to a Jobseeker in taking up a job offer. Priority 
is given to those who are most likely to progress to employment following this intervention.

Under TSG operational guidelines, short-term training is typically regarded as not exceed-
ing a period of 9 months.  Longer duration training or courses of study are more properly 
provided by Solas/ETB or other agencies which are likely to be supported under the Back to 
Education Programme or the Part-Time Education Option.

According to the records of my Department, the person concerned contacted the Activa-
tion Team in Ballymun Intreo Centre to enquire about funding for a QQI Level 5 Online Early 
Childhood course of 16 months duration at a cost of €1,050.

Having assessed the request, the person concerned was advised she did not qualify for the 
TSG as the duration of the course exceeded the duration as set out in the TSG guidelines. 

Alternative options were offered to the person concerned, which would result in a similar 
qualification.  The person concerned declined to avail of these options due to health issues and 
commitments with medical appointments.

On further review of the online training course, it was identified that 150 hours of work 
experience would be required to achieve the Level 5 qualification.  This requirement is also not 
in compliance with the operational guidelines for the TSG.   

It is open to the person concerned to contact the Activation Team in Ballymun if she wishes 
to pursue the alternative options open to her.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

26/11/2020WRP04700Living Alone Allowance
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26/11/2020WRP04800301. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an 
application for the living alone allowance by a person (details supplied); if the application will 
be backdated to 22 June 2017; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39446/20]

26/11/2020WRP04900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An application for the 
Living Alone Increase was received from the person concerned on 11 November 2020.  The in-
crease was awarded with effect from 12 May 2020, backdated six months from date of receipt, 
in line with social welfare legislation.  The person was notified of this decision on 23 November 
2020. 

Further backdating of this allowance beyond six months may be considered where the delay 
in making the claim was due to incorrect information provided by an officer of my Department, 
or due to the person being so incapacitated that they were unable to make a claim, or appoint a 
person to act on their behalf.   

If the person concerned wishes to provide such additional information for review of their 
application on these grounds, they should write to my Department with documentary evidence.  

They may also appeal the decision of 23 November 2020 by writing within 21 days to the 
Chief Appeals Officer, Social Welfare Appeals Office, D’Olier House, Dublin 2, stating clearly 
their grounds for appeal.  

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

26/11/2020WRP05000Invalidity Pension

26/11/2020WRP05100302. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on an invalidity pension application by a person (details supplied) in County Kerry; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39458/20]

26/11/2020WRP05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Invalidity pension (IP) is 
a payment for people who are permanently incapable of work because of illness or incapacity 
and for no other reason and who satisfy the pay related social insurance (PRSI) contribution 
conditions.   

A claim for IP was received from the gentleman concerned on 12 November 2020.  In order 
to assist with the assessment of the person’s medical eligibility for IP, two forms for completion 
issued to him on the 23 November 2020.  On receipt of the completed forms, the IP claim will 
be processed as quickly as possible and he will be notified directly of the outcome. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

26/11/2020WRP05300Personal Public Service Numbers

26/11/2020WRP05400303. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of women 
that currently share a PPSN with their spouses; and the efforts being made to proactively issue 
these women with new PPS numbers before there is a need for them to apply for one in the case 
of death of a partner or divorce from a partner. [39523/20]

26/11/2020WRP05500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Under previous tax law, 
the husband of a married couple was considered the assessable spouse and the wife was con-
sidered a dependant of the husband.  Accordingly, the Office of the Revenue Commissioners 
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(Revenue) allocated the husband’s Revenue and Social Insurance (RSI) number to the wife and 
appended a “W” to the end so that they could be separately identified but linked for joint as-
sessment.  

The Finance Act 1993 provided that either spouse could be the assessable spouse, and the 
practice of allocating “Level W” numbers ceased. From then on, all persons were allocated in-
dividual, unique numbers.  However, it was decided, at that stage, not to ask all individuals with 
“Level W” numbers to change them until there was an actual need to do so. 

The Personal Public Service Number (PPS Number) was introduced in the Social Welfare 
Act 1998, replacing the RSI Number, and my Department was given legislative responsibility 
for allocating and managing these new numbers.  In practice the RSI numbers in existence were 
retained and became PPS Numbers, including “Level W” numbers.  In other words, Level W 
numbers are PPS Numbers in their own right and it is not the case that any person shares a PPS 
Number with another person.

It is the case that Revenue request people with “Level W” numbers to change them once 
they need to engage with them on taxation matters. The process of replacing a “Level W” num-
ber is relatively straightforward and there is no need for the person to attend any office or to 
queue for service.  As part of the process, my Department verifies the identity of the individual, 
secures their consent, purges the existing number and replaces it with either a new number or 
one that the individual may have had prior to marriage.  In addition, all pre-existing records 
relating to that individual are transferred over to the new number. 

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

26/11/2020WRP05600Education Schemes

26/11/2020WRP05700304. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the grants, funding or compensation available for a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39267/20]

26/11/2020WRP05800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the Deputy may be aware, Tusla Education Support Services (TESS) is re-
sponsible for addressing issues in relation to participation, retention and attendance in schools.

The Education Welfare Act, 2000 sets out to provide for the entitlement of every child in 
the state to a certain minimum education and this Act led to the establishment of the National 
Education Welfare Board (NEWB) and the Educational Welfare Service in 2002. In 2014 the 
functions of the NEWB were transferred into Tusla - the Child and Family Agency under the 
Child and Family Agency Act 2013.

Through the Education and Training Boards (ETB) and previously the Vocational Education 
Committees (VEC) substantial provision has been made for compensatory education for adults 
ranging from Adult Literacy right through to the completion of state examinations at Junior and 
Leaving Certificate level and with the support of adult guidance onwards to further a higher 
education. There is no compensation scheme in existence for cases such as the Deputy raises, 
however a range of supports for adult learners are available through Education and Training 
Boards. I would encourage the Deputy to make contact with Kerry ETB to establish the best 
approach for his constituent (https://www.kerryetb.ie/baile), and to liaise with my colleague the 
Minister for Education for further guidance and assistance. 

Article 42 of the Constitution clearly outlines that the family is the primary and natural edu-
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cator of the child and that parents have a duty to provide for the education of their child(ren). 
Parents are free to provide this education in their own homes or to send their child(ren) to 
school but there is no obligation on any parent to send their child to school. 

26/11/2020WRP05900Parental Leave

26/11/2020WRP06000305. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth if the additional three-week parental leave applies to those who had babies in 2020; 
if it has to be taken after 1 January 2021 and before the child is one or two years of age; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39384/20]

26/11/2020WRP06100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): To support parents of children born during the strict lockdown measures, the 
Government intends to extend parent’s leave from two weeks to five weeks for each parent of 
all children born or adopted on or after 1 November 2019. The Government also intends to ex-
tend the period in which parent’s leave can be taken up until that child turns two or, in the case 
of an adoption, two years after the adoption placement date of the child. This extension will 
apply to parents who may have already availed of their existing entitlements.

Heads of a Bill to effect these changes are currently being drafted in my Department and I 
hope to bring these to Government shortly.

The extension of parent’s benefit is a matter for the Minister for Social Protection and I 
understand that it will take time for the relevant IT system changes to be made and that it will 
be April 2021 before the necessary updates can take place. However, it may be possible for 
parent’s leave to be taken in advance of these changes and the benefit claimed retrospectively, 
once the legislation has been enacted, and I will ensure that parents are fully informed of their 
entitlements in this regard.

The extension to parent’s leave and benefit follows a number of advancements in family 
leaves in recent years, including the introduction of parents leave and benefit in 2019 and the 
extension of unpaid parental leave to 26 weeks in September this year for a child under 12 years.

26/11/2020WRQ00200Apprenticeship Programmes

26/11/2020WRQ00300306. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disabil-
ity, Integration and Youth his plans to expand apprenticeships to childcare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39391/20]

26/11/2020WRQ00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the Deputy is aware, there is a Programme for Government commitment to 
pilot a new apprenticeship model for early years professionals. Apprenticeship models have 
previously been proposed for the early learning and care sector. The development of an ap-
prenticeship relies on the formulation of proposals by employers and education institutions, 
and approval by the Apprenticeship Council. The consideration and potential introduction of a 
new apprenticeship model for early years professionals is therefore not solely a policy matter 
for my Department.

Officials in my Department are, however, in the process of developing a new Workforce 
Development Plan, in collaboration with the Department of Education. The Workforce Devel-
opment Plan, which will be completed in 2021, will set out plans to raise the profile of careers 
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in the sector and establish role profiles, career pathways, qualification requirements, and as-
sociated policy mechanisms, along with leadership development opportunities, and will work 
towards a more gender-balanced and diverse workforce. The potential role of an apprenticeship 
model for early years professionals is being considered as part of ongoing work on the Work-
force Development Plan.

26/11/2020WRQ00500Assisted Decision-Making

26/11/2020WRQ00600307. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will address a matter (details supplied) in relation to the Covid-19 nursing 
homes expert panel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39497/20]

26/11/2020WRQ00700308. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the proposed date for the publication date of the assisted decision-making 
(capacity) (amendment) Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39498/20]

26/11/2020WRQ00800310. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if the budget has been confirmed for the decision support service to the amount 
of €5.8 million for 2021; the timeline for the full commencement of the Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Act 2015 in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39500/20]

26/11/2020WRQ00900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 307, 308 and 310 together.

The Government is committed to fully commencing the Assisted Decision-Making (Capac-
ity) Act 2015 (“the 2015 Act”). The Act provides a modern statutory framework to support 
decision-making by adults with capacity difficulties. The 2015 Act was signed into law on 30 
December 2015 but has not yet been fully commenced. The Act provides for the establishment 
of new administrative processes and support measures, including the setting up of the Decision 
Support Service (DSS) within the Mental Health Commission (a body under the Department 
of Health). 

A number of provisions of the 2015 Act were commenced in October 2016 in order to prog-
ress the setting up of the Decision Support Service and enable the recruitment of the Director 
of the DSS. Ms Áine Flynn was appointed Director of the DSS on 2 October 2017. The com-
mencement of Part 8 of the Act, which provides a legislative framework for advance healthcare 
directives, is a matter for the Minister for Health.

The implementation of the 2015 Act requires that the DSS is fully operational and in a posi-
tion to offer services including the new decision-making support options. A high-level Steering 
Group comprising senior officials from my Department, the Department of Health, the Mental 
Health Commission, the Courts Service and the HSE, together with the Director of the DSS, 
is overseeing the establishment and commissioning of the DSS and this work is ongoing. The 
DSS, led by its Director, is working on putting in place the necessary infrastructure to support 
the full commencement of the Act. The infrastructure required includes, amongst many other 
elements, ICT capability for the DSS. These preparations are being implemented under the 
oversight of the Steering Group and will allow for commencement orders for the main operative 
provisions of the 2015 Act to be made when the necessary preparations have been completed. 
This will enable the DSS to roll out the new decision-making support options. 

My Department has, through the Estimates process, sought and received increased funding 
in 2021, bringing its budget to €5.8 million for the year, to allow the DSS to work towards the 
commencement of services in mid-2022. In the interim, my Department, in conjunction with 
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the DSS, the Mental Health Commission and other stakeholders have agreed to an implemen-
tation plan that anticipates the commencement of DSS services in mid-2022. There are also 
critical dependencies for the DSS on other organisations, including, for example, the Courts 
Service, the HSE and the Department of Health amongst others, which need to be delivered 
in order to achieve this timeline. The Steering Group has been meeting regularly to ensure a 
coordinated approach to the implementation of this project. In tandem with this work, progress 
is also being made to finalise the amendments to the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 
2015 to streamline the processes envisaged under the 2015 Act and to support the DSS to be-
come operational.  It is not possible to indicate a precise date for the publication of the Bill at 
this point but I am conscious of its importance.

With reference to the recommendations of the Report of the COVID-19 Nursing Homes 
Expert Panel, the commencement of Part 8 – Advanced Healthcare Directives is a matter for my 
colleague the Minister for Health.

26/11/2020WRQ01100Proposed Legislation

26/11/2020WRQ01200309. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the proposed date for the publication of the disability (miscellaneous provisions) 
Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39499/20]

26/11/2020WRQ01300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Disability Miscellaneous Provisions Bill 2016 reached Committee Stage in 
the previous Dáil, however, the Bill lapsed with the dissolution of the Dáil and Seanad in Janu-
ary 2020. The Programme for Government commits to finalising this required legislation and 
while there is no date for publication as yet, work on progressing the legislation is ongoing in 
my Department.

  Question No. 310 answered with Question No. 307.

26/11/2020WRQ01500Student Universal Support Ireland

26/11/2020WRQ01600311. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the interpretation by SUSI of the requirement for a 391-day continu-
ous period on a qualifying social protection payment; if this interpretation is the same as other 
Departments and agencies, that is, 56 weeks; if SUSI interprets this as 65 weeks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39318/20]

26/11/2020WRQ01700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter for the centralised 
student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to determine.

In assessing an application for the 2020/21 academic year, SUSI will have regard to the fol-
lowing qualifying criteria for the special rate of maintenance grant:

1. The student must qualify for the standard rate of grant;

2. Total reckonable income, after income disregards and Child Dependant Increase(s) are 
excluded, must not exceed €24,500;

3. As at 31st December 2019, the reckonable income must include one of the eligible long-
term social welfare payments prescribed in Schedule 2 of the Student Grant Scheme 2020.
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The report of the Action Group on Access to Third Level Education made detailed recom-
mendations concerning the introduction of special rates of maintenance grants for disadvan-
taged students.  The target group of “those most in need” was defined in terms of the dependants 
of people receiving long-term welfare payments, where the necessary conditions are fulfilled.  

In general terms, Jobseekers Benefit is considered to be a short-term payment unless it is 
held for 391 consecutive days at the 31st December 2019.  The 391 days is the time period as 
determined by the Department of Social Protection for a social welfare payment to be regarded 
as long term, and refers to social welfare days as opposed to calendar days.  Jobseeker’s Benefit 
is operated by the Department of Social Protection on a 6 day week basis.

The 391 day requirement for the purposes of qualifying for the special rate of grant under 
the Student Grant Scheme is operated in line with the arrangements as determined by the De-
partment of Social Protection and follows its interpretation as to what it considers to be a long 
term payment.

The Student Grant Scheme also makes provision for combining periods of Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance, Jobseeker’s Benefit and other eligible payments for the purposes of meeting the 391 
days eligibility requirement.

26/11/2020WRQ01800Student Grant Scheme

26/11/2020WRQ01900312. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the effect Covid-19 pandemic unemployment payments will 
have on the entitlement of third level students to student grants; if it is planned to make changes 
to the income assessment process for such students; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39414/20]

26/11/2020WRQ02000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): I am conscious of the difficulties being experienced by students and their 
families as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, and of the importance of the Student Grant 
Scheme and related supports, such as the Student Assistance Fund and the Fund for Students 
with Disabilities. These supports have a fundamental role in assisting students and families who 
are putting their children through further and higher education.

Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students at-
tending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of 
funding including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and 
means. 

The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for SUSI to 
determine. For the 2020/21 academic year, student grant applications will be assessed based on 
gross income from all sources for the period 1st January 2019 to 31st December 2019. 

However, if a student or party to their application experiences a change in circumstances 
that is not a temporary change and is likely to continue for the foreseeable future, they can apply 
to have their application assessed under the change in circumstances provision of the relevant 
Student Grant Scheme. The income of all parties to the application will be assessed or reas-
sessed on the current year (2020) and they may also be asked to provide evidence of the current 
year’s (2020) income. 

In line with the Programme for Government, I am launching a Review of the SUSI scheme.  
This review will focus on:
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- Assessing the impact of Covid on the SUSI scheme.

- Review of eligibility and adjacency rates.

- Examining the future role of SUSI in supporting different forms of provision in line with 
national priorities, including postgraduate studies and part-time provision.

It is intended that the Review will commence before the end of 2020, and will report in 
Summer 2021.  Stakeholders will be consulted as part of the Review process, and it is intended 
that the future direction of the SUSI scheme will be guided by the outcome of the Review.

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students can apply for supports under the Student 
Assistance Fund. The fund assists students in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might 
otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. 
Institutions have the autonomy to maximise the flexibility in the Student Assistance Fund to en-
able HEIs to support students during the Covid-19 pandemic. Details of this fund are available 
from the Access Office in the higher education institution attended. This fund is administered 
on a confidential, discretionary basis. 

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees 
paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved un-
dergraduate and postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further 
information on this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax office or from the Revenue 
Commissioners website www.revenue.ie.

26/11/2020WRQ02100Third Level Admissions

26/11/2020WRQ02200313. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of part-time students currently enrolled or the 
most current figures available; the number of part-time third level students, by county, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39335/20]

26/11/2020WRQ02300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The figures requested by the Deputy are available in the attached table. The 
figures given are for the 2018/2019 year, the latest available.

Part-time student enrolments by Higher Education Institution, 2018/2019

Higher Education Institution Number of Students
TU Dublin 7736
University College Dublin 3942
IT Carlow 3682
University College Cork 3257
National University of Ireland Galway 3250
Cork IT 2728
Dublin City University 1923
IT Sligo 1839
Maynooth University 1793
Trinity College Dublin 1596
Waterford IT 1579
University of Limerick 1378
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Higher Education Institution Number of Students
Athlone IT 1115
Limerick IT 1098
Mary Immaculate College 1088
Royal College of Surgeons 970
Galway-Mayo IT 933
Letterkenny IT 898
Dundalk IT 777
St. Angela’s College Sligo 644
IT Tralee 333
Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology 289
National College of Art and Design 181
Total 43029
Part-time student enrolments by domicile, 2018/2019

Domiciliary Origin Number of Students
Carlow 653
Cavan 449
Clare 1005
Cork 5505
Donegal 1107
Dublin 11388
Galway 2870
Kerry 911
Kildare 2047
Kilkenny 886
Laois 574
Leitrim 238
Limerick 1514
Longford 314
Louth 876
Mayo 989
Meath 1444
Monaghan 327
Offaly 603
Roscommon 475
Sligo 450
Tipperary 1115
Waterford 1154
Westmeath 794
Wexford 1245
Wicklow 1287
Northern Ireland 393
Great Britain 263
Other EU 520
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Domiciliary Origin Number of Students
Non-EU 798
Other/Not Stated 835
Total 43029

26/11/2020WRQ02400Third Level Education

26/11/2020WRQ02500314. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he will address a matter (details supplied) regarding funding 
for a postgraduate diploma; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39336/20]

26/11/2020WRQ02600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Under the July stimulus package an additional funding allocation of €47.5m 
was provided for Higher Education skills-related programmes. The higher education elements 
of the July stimulus package were in three broad areas – further support for Springboard+ and 
HCI Pillar 1 (€10m), Funding for Postgraduate provision (€22.5m), and the provision of modu-
lar courses(€15m). 

The Postgraduate Skills element provides an additional 2,555 places on 207 existing part-
time and full-time postgraduate taught programmes in 23 public and private higher education 
institutions. 

The places are available on courses in a wide range of skills areas, including Data Analyt-
ics, Environmental Sciences, Engineering, Tourism and Hospitality, ICT & Health and welfare 
including Medical Technology. 

It is important to note that the funding and additional places provided under the July Stimu-
lus package is separate and supplementary to the usual intake on postgraduate courses. 

With reference to the postgraduate diploma in youth work, I understand from information 
received from the HEA, that registration and induction of students for the additional places (as 
funded under the July Stimulus) will take place in UCC with the academic component com-
mencing in 14th December 2020.  Applicants who apply and are approved for the additional 
places on this course will be able to avail of the supports being made available as part of the 
July Stimulus initiative.

26/11/2020WRQ02700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRQ02800315. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will allow for the recently announced €250 payment 
for undergraduate and postgraduate students to be made available to all recipients as a one-off 
payment rather than a credit note regardless of whether they are in receipt of SUSI or not; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39345/20]

26/11/2020WRQ02900319. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if the recently announced €250 payment for undergraduate 
and postgraduate students in Ireland to all Irish citizens currently undertaking undergraduate or 
postgraduate studies in other EU countries will be extended; the details of the cost analysis of 
same carried out by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39449/20]

26/11/2020WRQ03000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
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ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 315 and 319 together.

In recognition of the challenges facing full time third level students the Government has 
approved once off funding of €50m to provide additional financial assistance in this academic 
year. 

The funding, which was provided in Budget 2021, in recognition of the significant upheaval 
they have experienced due to the COVID-19 pandemic will offer financial assistance to all EU 
full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher Education 
Institutions (HEI).

The scheme will ensure students:

- Who avail of the SUSI grant, including students studying abroad, will receive €250 top-up 
in their grant;

- Students who do not avail of the grant but attend publicly funded Higher Education Insti-
tutions in the state can reduce by €250 any outstanding contribution fee payments or receive a 
€250 credit note for their institution;

- In a small number of cases, alternative arrangements will be made for the payment of the 
monies to students.

The provision of a support package of this scale requires an appropriate process which must 
adhere to rigorous audit and robust financial controls.

In this regard I must thank the HEA, IUA, THEA, TU Dublin and SUSI for all their assis-
tance in bringing this much-needed support to students in line with these requirements through 
existing mechanisms. SUSI and institutions will be communicating directly with students on 
arrangements and information from SUSI is available here: https://susi.ie/covid-19-once-off-
emergency-grant/

Additionally Budget 2021 provides further funding to enhance SUSI grant supports for 
post-grads and increase support for the PATH access initiative, which seeks to increase partici-
pation in Higher Education from the most economically disadvantaged students.

This builds on the specific student supports in response to Covid, which I announced in July 
including the provision of additional student assistance including a doubling of the Student As-
sistance Fund, and a €15 million technology fund for devices for students in further and higher 
education to assist with difficulties in accessing technology to facilitate their course work in a 
blended capacity.  These supports are being distributed through the colleges and further educa-
tion providers.

26/11/2020WRQ03100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRQ03200316. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the amount drawn down to date from the student device fund 
worth €15 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39368/20]

26/11/2020WRQ03300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): As part of a package of COVID-19 supports for the higher and further edu-
cation sectors, my Department has allocated €15 million to higher and further education provid-
ers for a once-off COVID-19 grant to support disadvantaged students in accessing ICT devices.  
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This initiative addresses concerns regarding the digital divide in the context of the shift to 
online and blended models of learning as a result of COVID-19 and the importance of support-
ing disadvantaged students to adapt to these new models.

Devices procured using the grant are being distributed by Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) and Education and Training Boards (ETBs) to disadvantaged students via appropriate 
lending schemes. Almost 16,700 laptops have been procured and shipped as part of a bulk order 
organised by HEAnet, while additional devices are being procured by some providers directly. 

The total amount drawn down to date by the HEA and SOLAS for onward transmission to 
eligible HEIs and ETBs is €14,964,500.

26/11/2020WRQ03400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRQ03500317. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the amount drawn down to date from the €168 million pack-
age for further and higher education sectors to deal with the impacts of Covid-19; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39369/20]

26/11/2020WRQ03600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Government has provided funding in the amount of €168m to support 
the return of students to further and higher education for the academic year 20/21. This included 
€150million in new funding and a re-prioritisation of €18million.

The specific student supports include a doubling of the Student Assistance Fund, and a €15 
million technology fund for devices for students in further and higher education.

For the Education providers under the remit of my Department, the allocation includes 
funding towards Support to Front line response; Immediate ICT costs relating to online provi-
sion; Health and Safety Costs; Research costs and funds towards assisting the enrolment of 
International Students.

Elements of the funding have already been drawn:

- €47million in respect of researchers affected by Covid-19 was granted to the HEA.

- Funding of €15million was provided in respect of a fund for student devices, broken down 
as €10 million to the higher education sector and €5m to the Further Education and Training 
sector.

- €5 million was granted to SOLAS for the Further Education and Training sector to meet 
PPE costs arising out of the Covid-19 pandemic.

- €1.9m in respect of student access measures in higher education.

The final distribution of the funding allocations to providers is ongoing and remaining funds 
will be will be requisitioned shortly.

26/11/2020WRQ03700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRQ03800318. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his plans to make the Covid-19 one-off emergency grant of 
€250 payment payable in cash to all third level students, given the exceptional circumstances 
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experienced by all students; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39435/20]

26/11/2020WRQ03900321. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the way in which the €250 one-off payment to students will be paid out 
to students who are not in receipt of a SUSI grant, have already fully paid their student contribu-
tion fees and are in their final year of study in order that they will not require a credit with their 
institutions for a following year of student contribution fees; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39454/20]

26/11/2020WRQ04000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 318 and 321 together.

In recognition of the challenges facing full time third level students the Government has 
approved once off funding of €50m to provide additional financial assistance in this academic 
year. 

The funding, which was provided in Budget 2021 in recognition of the significant upheaval 
they have experienced due to the COVID-19 pandemic, will offer financial assistance to all EU 
full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students attending publicly funded Higher Education 
Institutions. 

The scheme will be provided to students:

- Who avail of the SUSI grant will receive €250 top-up in their grant;

- Students who do not avail of the grant can reduce by €250 any outstanding contribution fee 
payments or receive a €250 credit note for their institution;

- In a small number of cases, alternative arrangements will be made for the payment of the 
monies to students.

Additionally Budget 2021 provides further funding to enhance SUSI grant supports for 
post-grads and increase support for the PATH access initiative, which seeks to increase partici-
pation in Higher Education from the most economically disadvantaged students.

This builds on the specific student supports in response to Covid, which I announced in July 
including the provision of additional student assistance including a doubling of the Student As-
sistance Fund, and a €15 million technology fund for devices for students in further and higher 
education to assist with difficulties in accessing technology to facilitate their course work in a 
blended capacity.  These supports are being distributed through the colleges and further educa-
tion providers.

  Question No. 319 answered with Question No. 315.

26/11/2020WRQ04200Student Grant Scheme

26/11/2020WRQ04300320. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if the SUSI grant to graduate entry medical students will be 
extended given the considerable financial obstacles for many in pursuing this course of study; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39453/20]

26/11/2020WRQ04400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Under the terms of the Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded 
to students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed 
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conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic at-
tainment and means.

To satisfy the terms and conditions of the Student Grant Scheme in relation to progression, 
a student must be moving from year to year within a course, having successfully completed the 
previous year or be transferring from one course to another where the award for the subsequent 
course is of a higher level than the previous course. 

In general, under the progression/previous academic attainment criteria of the Student Grant 
Scheme, students cannot qualify for grant assistance or free tuition fees for a second period of 
study at the same level or for a different course at the same level, irrespective of whether or not 
a grant or tuition fees were paid previously. 

The main objective of this policy is to assist as many students as possible to obtain one 
qualification at each level of study. The Scheme operates in the context of competing educa-
tional priorities and limited public funding.

To avail of the graduate entry route for medicine, a primary degree in another discipline is 
necessary. Accordingly such students are ineligible for grant assistance on the basis that they 
already hold an undergraduate degree.

However, institutions participating in the graduate medical programme have been requested 
to provide accompanying services and supports to facilitate the participation of disadvantaged 
students in the programme. Details of these services and supports are available from the rel-
evant institution.

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists students, in a sensitive and com-
passionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to 
their financial circumstances. Information on the fund is available through the Access Officer 
in the third level institution attended. This fund is administered on a confidential, discretionary 
basis. 

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may also be available in respect of tuition 
fees paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commissioners 
website, www.revenue.ie

  Question No. 321 answered with Question No. 318.

26/11/2020WRQ04600Third Level Staff

26/11/2020WRQ04700322. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn to the low levels of persons with dis-
abilities employed in third level education institutions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39503/20]

26/11/2020WRQ04800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Part 5 of the Disability Act 2005 requires that public bodies promote and 
support the employment of people with disabilities and ensure that 3% of staff employed by 
them are people with disabilities. Under Part 5 of the Act, departmental monitoring committees 
furnish an annual report on the performance of its aegis bodies for the previous year.
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In accordance with the statutory requirement to do so in June of this year, and ahead of the 
Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Transfer of Departmental 
Administration and Ministerial Functions) Order 2020, the Department of Education Monitor-
ing Committee furnished its report for 2019 on performance by its aegis bodies, including the 
higher education institutes that are obliged to report under the provisions of the Act.

All of the aegis bodies reporting under the Act achieved the minimum compliance level 
under Part 5  in 2019. Overall an average compliance level in excess of 4% was reported to the 
NDA for 2019 on behalf of all of the aegis bodies. My Department will continue to support and 
monitor the employment of persons with disabilities in higher education institutions, raising 
awareness on the available resources to do so and also on the commitment in the Programme 
for Government to increase the minimum compliance target to 6% by 2024.

26/11/2020WRQ04900Immigration Policy

26/11/2020WRQ05000323. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the work her Department is 
conducting to create new pathways for long-term undocumented persons and their dependants 
who meet specified criteria to regularise their status within 18 months of the formation of the 
Government, bearing in mind EU and common travel area commitments; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39496/20]

26/11/2020WRQ05100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Programme for Government contains 
a commitment to create new pathways for long-term undocumented people and their depen-
dents to regularise their status, bearing in mind European Union and Common Travel Area 
commitments. 

The necessary work to give effect to this commitment is currently being advanced in my 
Department and is being informed by an assessment of international best practice. A proposal 
will be published as soon as possible.

In the meantime, I would encourage any person who is resident in the State without permis-
sion to contact my Department or their local immigration office and to take all appropriate steps 
to regularise their own and their family’s status.  

26/11/2020WRQ05200Judicial Appointments

26/11/2020WRQ05300324. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Justice if copies of all correspondence to or 
from her, her advisers or her Department relating to the filling of the Supreme Court vacancy 
occasioned by the retirement of a person (details supplied) will be provided. [39262/20]

26/11/2020WRQ05400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): A number of FOI requests have been re-
ceived by my Department in recent days in relation to the appointment of a Supreme Court 
judge.

It is the intention of my Department to publish on its website any relevant records, once they 
have been compiled. 

26/11/2020WRQ05500Proposed Legislation

26/11/2020WRQ05600325. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice her views on a matter (details 
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supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39277/20]

26/11/2020WRQ05700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am aware of reports of the incident re-
ferred to by the Deputy which I understand is currently under investigation by An Garda Sío-
chána. As such I’m sure the Deputy will appreciate that I cannot comment further on this matter. 

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to enact legislation in this area, 
and I am supporting the progression of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related 
Offences Bill. The Bill is scheduled for Committee Stage in the Dáil on 1 December 2020.   

Earlier this week, I secured Cabinet approval to bring forward amendments to the Harass-
ment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Bill to provide for two new offences to 
deal with the non-consensual distribution of intimate images. 

The first offence will deal with the taking, distribution, publication or threat to distribute 
intimate images without consent, and with intent to cause harm to the victim. It is intended to 
carry a maximum penalty of an unlimited fine and/or 7 years’ imprisonment.

The second offence will deal with the taking, distribution or publication of intimate images 
without consent without a requirement that the person intended to cause harm to the victim. It 
is intended that this offence will carry a maximum penalty of a €5,000 fine and/or 12 months’ 
imprisonment.

The amendments proposed also provide that it will be irrelevant that a person may have 
consented to the taking of an image if it is subsequently published or distributed without their 
consent. It will be an aggravating factor for the purposes of sentencing if the perpetrator of the 
offence is or was in an intimate relationship with the victim of the offence.

Further amendments approved by Cabinet will update harassment legislation to broaden the 
scope of the offence of harassment to cover all forms of persistent communications about a per-
son, not just indecent images, and to increase the penalty from seven to ten years’ imprisonment 
to reflect the harm that can be caused by most serious forms of harassment. 

Harassment and abuse in any form, whether online or otherwise, is utterly unacceptable and 
has no place in Irish society. I am, along with my Government colleagues, fully committed to 
tackling abusive behaviour in all forms. The standards of what is unacceptable in an online set-
ting must be consistent with those in traditional settings, and cross government initiatives are 
underway to address this. 

Producing or distributing child sexual abuse material are already criminal offences under 
existing Irish legislation. In addition, the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 brought in 
a new offence of accessing child sexual abuse material online. It also criminalised grooming 
behaviour, such as communicating with a child online for the purpose of sexual exploitation.

Ireland’s national service for the reporting of suspected online illegal content is Hotline.ie.  
On receipt of reports, Hotline.ie’s Content Analysts examine the content and, if the material 
is considered illegal, will issue notice and takedown request orders to the appropriate service 
provider and will notify An Garda Síochána with the relevant information. 

I am informed that the Garda National Protective Service Bureau are keeping peer-to-peer 
activity (this relates to file sharing of illegal material over private networks) under close review 
including through their use of FBI-developed Round-Up software tool.

Progression of the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Bill is a 
priority action for me as Minister for Justice and I am committed to seeing it enacted as quickly 
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as possible. I would like to acknowledge the cooperation of Deputy Brendan Howlin in advanc-
ing the proposed amendments and I very much welcome the support expressed by all for this 
legislation. 

26/11/2020WRR00200Commencement of Legislation

26/11/2020WRR00300326. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice when sections of the Parole 
Act 2019 will be commenced; the reason there has been a delay in commencing sections; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39312/20]

26/11/2020WRR00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to assure the Deputy that I am fully 
committed to establishing the new Parole Board as soon as possible. This is an important Pro-
gramme for Government commitment and is something I have identified as a priority action for 
my Department.  Furthermore, the Government has supported this commitment with funding in 
our first Budget to make sure this priority is delivered in 2021.

The new statutory Parole Board will considerably improve the system as it currently oper-
ates.

The Parole Act 2019 puts the Parole Board on an independent statutory footing and sets out 
clear and transparent criteria for how the Board will reach its decisions, which will be indepen-
dent of the Minister of the day.  This includes what factors will be taken into account in mak-
ing those decisions, who may make submissions - which includes the victim’s right to make a 
formal submission to the Board - as well as a number of other details. 

The Act also increases the length of the sentence which must be served by life sentenced 
prisoners before they are eligible to be considered for parole. 

As the Deputy may appreciate, the move from the current model to the model set out in the 
2019 Act is complex and a significant amount of planning has been required to allow for its es-
tablishment. For example, substantial preparatory work is needed to analyse and document the 
new legal processes that will give effect to the provisions of the Act. The Deputy will appreciate 
this is essential to reduce the risk of successful legal challenge by those affected. 

There are also a number of practical steps required before commencing the Act and estab-
lishing the Parole Board. 

I have established a Project Board in my Department to drive forward and carry out this 
important work and ensure that all necessary arrangements are made as soon as possible. 

Budget 2021 has provided a significantly increased funding allocation of €1.3m to allow 
the Project Board to take forward their work, and move us from planning to the implementa-
tion phase of the 2019 Act.  To further support this work, additional staff have been assigned to 
implement this project on a priority basis, in addition to the seven existing Parole Board staff 
who will continue to support the existing Board. 

A critical path for delivery of this significant priority project is currently being developed, 
with a view to ensuring full commencement of the Parole Act, which will be achieved in 2021.

26/11/2020WRR00500Judicial Appointments

26/11/2020WRR00600327. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice if the expressions of in-
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terest by three sitting members of the superior courts in a vacancy on the Supreme Court was 
conveyed to her Department by the Office of the Attorney General prior to the most recent ap-
pointment to the Supreme Court. [39322/20]

26/11/2020WRR00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Judicial appointments are made in ac-
cordance with Articles 13.9 and 35.1 of the Constitution, by the President acting on the advice 
of the Government. This is a Constitutional function that cannot be transferred or delegated.  
The Constitutional prerogative on advising the President on judicial appointments lies with the 
Government alone.

Eligible serving Judges who wish to express an interest in elevation to positions in the 
superior courts are not currently required to apply to Judicial Advisory Appointments Board 
(JAAB).  Instead, there is a process whereby expressions of interest may be submitted to the 
Minister of the day via the office of the Attorney General.  Such expressions of interest are 
received on an ongoing basis and retained for any current or future vacancy that might arise.  

Whether or not existing judges put forward expressions of interest is a confidential matter 
for obvious reasons, and it is not the practice to release information that might identify any of 
those judges.  However, I am conscious of recent speculation that three such expressions of 
interest were received.  I have not contributed to this speculation at any time and while I can-
not disclose any personal details, I wish to be clear that there were in fact five expressions of 
interest on file dating from 2017 up until June 2020.  All of these were submitted to me and I 
actively considered all of them. 

Having considered the response from the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board: expres-
sions of interest from serving members of the judiciary and all other judges eligible for the 
position, I made a decision, completed the necessary consultations in line with the Cabinet 
Handbook and proposed a name to Cabinet.  All the requirements of the process, as set out in 
law, were fully met.

26/11/2020WRR00800Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission

26/11/2020WRR00900328. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice the number of Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission, GSOC, investigations relating to deaths in custody and deaths after 
a period of detention in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date 2020; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39332/20]

26/11/2020WRR01000329. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice the policies in relation to the 
investigations of deaths after a period of detention or custody; the timeframe in which such 
investigations take place; the criteria that must be met to refer to GSOC; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39333/20]

26/11/2020WRR01100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 328 and 
329 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission (GSOC) is an 
independent statutory body established under the Garda Síochána Act 2005.  I, as Minister, have 
no role in the operational matters pertaining to the Ombudsman Commission’s remit, such as 
the direction of investigative priorities.

Furthermore, the Deputy will also be aware that the management and administration of the 
Garda organisation is a function of the Garda Commissioner under Section 26 of the 2005 Act.   
Again, as Minister, I have no role in these independent functions. 



26 November 2020

167

I have been advised by GSOC, however, that if GSOC believes there is a suspected criminal 
offence in the circumstances surrounding the death of an individual in Garda custody, then the 
subsequent GSOC investigation is a criminal one with GSOC Designated Officers having all 
the powers, privileges and immunities as those that apply to a member of the Garda Síochána.

If the matter does not appear to involve a criminal offence, then the GSOC investigation of 
the death-in-custody is a non-criminal one, which may include the consideration of any disci-
plinary matters that may be present.  GSOC will ultimately report to the relevant Coroner on 
the circumstances of the death-in-custody so that an inquest may be held.  To this end, GSOC 
will adopt a very similar approach to that taken by Gardaí in their investigations into deaths in 
that context.

I am further advised that  each such investigation is complex and prescribing a time frame 
of such investigations is not possible.  I am advised, however, that GSOC commences such 
investigations expeditiously upon notification from the Commissioner of any incident under 
Section 102 of the 2005 Act.  In the past , GSOC has also opened investigations in the public 
interest under Section 102(4) of the Act, in the absence of any complaint or referral from the 
Garda Commissioner. 

The criteria for referral of such matters to GSOC are provided for under Section 102 of the 
Garda Síochána Act 2005.  Section 102(1) provides that “The Garda Commissioner shall refer 
to the Ombudsman Commission any matter that appears to the Commissioner to indicate that 
the conduct of a member of the Garda Síochána may have resulted in the death of, or serious 
harm to, a person”. 

It is important to note that this statutory obligation covers any incident involving members 
of An Garda Síochána that may have resulted in the death or serious harm of a person, and is 
not limited solely to deaths in custody or after a period of detention.   

In relation to the number of investigations carried out by GSOC relating to deaths in custody 
or after a period of detention,  the question is understood here to mean ‘deaths-in-custody in a 
Garda Station’ or ‘deaths after release from a period of custody in a Garda Station’.

GSOC have advised that the following number of such investigations have been undertaken 
in the years specified:

2016 - 2

2017 - 2

2018 - 2

2019 - 5

2020 (Year to date) - 1 

26/11/2020WRR01300Citizenship Applications

26/11/2020WRR01400330. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice the timeline for the drafting and 
issuing of a statutory instrument under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 to allow 
citizenship applicants to sign an affidavit of loyalty under temporary Covid-19 measures; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39355/20]

26/11/2020WRR01500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I recently announced that citizenship cer-
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emonies will be temporarily replaced,  while COVID-19 restrictions are in place,  with a re-
quirement for citizenship applicants to sign an affidavit declaring loyalty to the State.

I can confirm that work is at an advanced stage in my Department on the preparation of reg-
ulations under the Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956 to make provision, as a temporary 
measure while COVID-19 restrictions are in place, for applicants for a certificate of naturalisa-
tion to make the declaration and undertaking required under section 15(1)(e) of the 1956 Act by 
way of a statutory declaration.  It is intended that the regulations will be finalised early in 2021 
and information on the new requirements will be posted on the Immigration Service Delivery 
(ISD) website at that time.

Finally, it is my intention that in-person citizenship ceremonies will recommence as soon as 
circumstances allow.

26/11/2020WRR01600Child Protection

26/11/2020WRR01700331. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Justice her views on whether parental 
alienation is a growing problem in Ireland; and her plans to address the matter. [39370/20]

26/11/2020WRR01800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be aware, there is no 
specific legislative provision regarding parental alienation in Irish family law.  Section 246 of 
the Children Act 2001 provides for an offence of frightening, bullying or threatening a child 
in a manner likely to cause unnecessary suffering or injury to the child’s physical, mental or 
emotional health or wellbeing. There are also legislative provisions in place to deal with child 
welfare particularly regarding the relationship between a child and his/her parents or guardians, 
providing the framework for a legal response to a wide spectrum of child welfare issues.  How-
ever, I am very much aware that parental alienation is a complex issue and that further analysis 
may be desirable.

The Oireachtas Joint Committee on Justice and Equality published a report last year on 
Reform of the Family Law System which includes parental alienation among a broad range of 
issues in the area of family law.

My department has recently established the Family Justice Oversight Group which will 
agree a high-level vision and key medium and longer-term objectives for the development of 
a national family justice system in parallel with the establishment of a dedicated Family Court 
structure as envisaged by the forthcoming Family Court Bill. As part of its work, the oversight 
group will consider the various recommendations, including the recommendation on parent 
alienation, contained in the Report of the Joint Committee. 

The oversight group includes representation from the judiciary, the Courts Service, the Le-
gal Aid Board and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth as 
well as officials from my Department.

The Programme for Government also contains a commitment to enact a Family Court Bill. 
In the preparation of the General Scheme of that Bill, account has been taken of the Report 
of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice and Equality on the Reform of the Family Law 
System.  

The Family Court Bill will be a key element of the development of a more efficient and 
user-friendly family court system that puts families at the centre of its activities, provides ac-
cess to specialist supports and encourages the use of alternative dispute resolution in family law 
proceedings. The development of sensible, comprehensive and sensitive family law procedures, 
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particularly for vulnerable families, will be central to the new system. 

26/11/2020WRR01900Closed-Circuit Television Systems

26/11/2020WRR02000332. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Justice if she will make inquiries regard-
ing CCTV grant aid applications to Kerry County Council (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39383/20]

26/11/2020WRR02100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, Community-
based CCTV is governed by section 38(3)(c) of Garda Síochána Act 2005 and the Garda Sío-
chána (CCTV) Order 2006. This legal framework requires that any proposed community CCTV 
scheme must: 

1.  be approved  by the local Joint Policing Committee,  

2.  have the prior support of the relevant local authority, which must also act as data control-
ler, and  

3.  have the authorisation of the Garda Commissioner. 

This is the legal basis for all community CCTV schemes, regardless of how they are funded 
and these key legal requirements have not changed since 2006. The option to establish a Com-
munity CCTV scheme is available to groups that meet these legal requirements, anywhere in 
the country. 

I can confirm that the three applications raised by the Deputy have all passed these criteria 
and the applications are being processed by my officials.

My Department is in contact with Kerry County Council regarding these applications, and 
are awaiting the submission of some further documentation which will allow all three applica-
tions to be finalised in the near future.

26/11/2020WRR02200Extradition Arrangements

26/11/2020WRR02300333. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the efforts that have been 
made to secure an extradition treaty with the United Arab Emirates; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39419/20]

26/11/2020WRR02400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy may be aware, Ireland is 
a party to the European Convention on Extradition 1957. Under this Convention, Ireland will 
extradite its own citizens to another party country that will extradite its citizens to Ireland.

Ireland has bilateral extradition treaties with the US and Australia.  

Ireland does not currently have an extradition treaty with the United Arab Emirates and 
there are no plans at this point to negotiate such a treaty.  

26/11/2020WRR02500State Pardons

26/11/2020WRR02600334. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice the status of the progress of 
an application for a presidential pardon in respect of a person (details supplied); the anticipated 
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timeline for future developments regarding the case; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39437/20]

26/11/2020WRR02700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy is aware, the case in ques-
tion has received detailed consideration by officials in my Department and a relevant academic 
has been engaged to provide expert opinion on the matter.

The academic examining the matter has informed my officials that they have now consid-
ered all the information / evidence submitted in support of the application. However, they need 
to access the National Archives to complete their assessment. 

The Deputy will appreciate that the National Archives have been closed for a substantial 
proportion of the year in accordance with Government Guidelines, and, when the archives have 
been open, they have been operating at a significantly reduced capacity. 

The academic hopes to access the archives in December and to complete her report / assess-
ment early in the New Year. 

I will consider the report once it has been submitted to my Department.

26/11/2020WRR02800Garda Information and Communications Technology

26/11/2020WRR02900335. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the timeline for replacing 
the Garda PULSE system; the progress to date on the installation and roll-out of a computer-
aided dispatch system in respect of the additional €22 million that was provided for the An 
Garda Síochána ICT in budget 2021; the progress to date on sources and allocating additional 
mobile devices to Garda personnel; and the way in which she monitors the use of funding in 
order to ensure true value for money is achieved. [39502/20]

26/11/2020WRR03000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested information from the 
Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter and I will write to the Deputy directly when the 
information is to hand.

26/11/2020WRR03100Proposed Legislation

26/11/2020WRR03200336. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice the status of the progress of 
the family courts Bill, including its expected passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas. 
[39504/20]

26/11/2020WRR03300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Programme for Government contains 
a commitment to enact a Family Court Bill to create a new dedicated Family Court within the 
existing court structure and to provide for court procedures that support a less adversarial reso-
lution of disputes. 

In September, the Government approved the drafting of a Family Court Bill to provide for 
the establishment of a District Family Court, a Circuit Family Court and a Family High Court 
as divisions within the existing court structures.

In the preparation of the General Scheme, account has been taken of the Report of the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Justice and Equality on the Reform of the Family Law System, pub-
lished in October 2019.  
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The Family Court Bill will be a key element of the development of a more efficient and 
user-friendly family court system that puts families at the centre of its activities, provides ac-
cess to specialist supports and encourages the use of alternative dispute resolution in family law 
proceedings. The development of sensible, comprehensive and sensitive family law procedures, 
particularly for vulnerable families, will be central to the new system. 

The publication of the General Scheme is a first step in an ongoing process of improving 
how people are able to resolve family-based problems that require a legal solution.  The overall 
aim is to change the culture so that the focus of the family justice system meets the complex 
needs of people who need help with family justice issues.

The General Scheme of the Family Court Bill has been referred to the Office of the Parlia-
mentary Counsel for drafting and to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice for pre-legisla-
tive scrutiny.  It is not possible at this stage to indicate when the Bill is likely to be published or 
to predict the timeframe for the legislative process with regard to the Bill after its publication.  

26/11/2020WRR03400Garda Data

26/11/2020WRR03500337. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí by rank 
attached to the regional support unit in Dublin metropolitan region, DMR, north in each of the 
years 2009 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form. [39512/20]

26/11/2020WRR03600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible by law for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no re-
sponsibility for these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distri-
bution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, 
to ensure their optimum use.

For operational and security reasons, An Garda Síochána cannot release the figures for the 
Regional Support Unit.

An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021.  
This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff.  
As a result, Garda numbers are now approximately 14,600 Garda members and over 3,000 
Garda staff nationwide.  Budget 2021 will allow for the recruitment of up to 620 new Gardaí 
and an extra 500 Garda staff. 

26/11/2020WRR03700Garda Data

26/11/2020WRR03800338. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí by rank 
attached to the operational support unit in DMR north in each of the years 2009 to 2019 and to 
date in 2020, in tabular form. [39515/20]

26/11/2020WRR03900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible by law for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no re-
sponsibility for these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distri-
bution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, 
to ensure their optimum use.

The Operational Support Unit is a national service. National units support the work of all 
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Garda Divisions across the country and are consequently not broken down by Division.

Operational Support Services consists of units that provide specialist support to Gardaí 
throughout the country.  The units include the Mounted Support Unit, the Air Support Unit, the 
Dog Unit and the Water Unit.

An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021.  
This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff.  
As a result, Garda numbers are now approximately 14,600 Garda members and over 3,000 
Garda staff nationwide.  Budget 2021 will allow for the recruitment of up to 620 new Gardaí 
and an extra 500 Garda staff. 

26/11/2020WRR04000Garda Data

26/11/2020WRR04100339. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí by rank 
attached to the traffic corps unit in DMR north in each of the years 2009 to 2019 and to date in 
2020, in tabular form. [39516/20]

26/11/2020WRR04200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible by law for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources.  As Minister, I have no re-
sponsibility for these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distri-
bution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, 
to ensure their optimum use.

An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.952 billion for 2021.  
This level of funding is enabling sustained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff.  
As a result, Garda numbers are now some 14,600 Garda members and over 3,000 Garda staff 
nationwide.  Budget 2021 will allow for the recruitment of up to 620 new Gardaí and an extra 
500 Garda staff. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the tables below show the number of Gardaí 
attached to DMR North Traffic corps unit from 31/12/2009 to 31/10/2020:  

Inspectors Sergeants Garda Total
31/12/2009 1 3 23 27
31/12/2010 1 2 19 22
31/12/2011 1 2 18 21
31/12/2012 1 0 17 18
31/12/2013 1 1 16 18
31/12/2014 1 1 15 17
31/12/2015 0 2 15 17
31/12/2016 0 1 12 13
31/12/2017 0 0 14 14
31/12/2018 0 0 14 14
31/12/2019 0 3 15 18
31/10/2020 0 3 14 17
I am advised that a range of factors are taken into account by Garda management when 

considering the allocation of resources including commitments and undertakings outlined in 
the Annual Policing Plan and priorities as determined in delivering ‘A Policing Service for The 
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Future’. Also taken into account are local and national crime trends and workloads; policing ar-
rangements and operational strategies; minimum establishment statistics; local population and 
trends, geographical area and size; transfer applications, including welfare / personnel issues 
and concerns. 

To ensure the continued high level of delivery of policing services within Garda Divisions, 
local and Senior Garda Management are also consulted during the allocation of personnel and 
are responsible for the specific deployment / assignment of duties being undertaken at Divi-
sional level.  The situation remains closely monitored by the Garda Senior Leadership Team, 
particularly in view of commitments to the continued roll-out of the Operating Model of polic-
ing at Divisional level to ensure optimum use of all Garda Resources in providing the best pos-
sible Garda service to the community.

The Deputy may wish to know that detailed information in relation to Garda numbers is 
available on my Department’s website.  This information is updated every month with the latest 
data provided by An Garda Síochána, at the following link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_August_2020.xlsx/Files/002_Garda_Numbers_by_Division_District_and_Sta-
tion_2009_to_August_2020.xlsx  

Figures for Roads Policing Unit by Division from 2009 to present is outlined in the below 
link:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Roads_Policing_Unit  

26/11/2020WRR04300Garda Data

26/11/2020WRR04400340. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí by rank 
attached to the public order unit in DMR north in each of the years 2009 to 2019 and to date in 
2020, in tabular form. [39517/20]

26/11/2020WRR04500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I have requested information from the 
Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter and I will write to the Deputy directly when the 
information is to hand.

26/11/2020WRR04600Garda Data

26/11/2020WRR04700341. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí by rank 
attached to the community relations unit in DMR North in each of the years 2009 to 2019 and 
to date in 2020, in tabular form. [39518/20]

26/11/2020WRR04800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will appreciate, in accor-
dance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005 as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible 
for the management and administration of An Garda Síochána. Further, the allocation of Garda 
resources is made in light of identified operational demands.  This includes deployment of 
personnel among the various Garda Divisions. As Minister, I have no direct role in the matter. 

I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of policing priorities and crime trends, to ensure their optimum 
use.  I understand that it is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the 
optimum distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her, having regard to 
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the profile of each area within the Division and its specific needs.

With regard to the number of Gardaí attached to the community relations Unit within the 
DMR North for the years 2009 to 2014, I am advised by the Commissioner that the Community 
Relations Unit is a national service. National units support the work of all Garda Divisions 
across the country and are consequently not broken down by Division.

However, figures for Community Policing by Division for the years 2008 up to October 
2020 can be found  on my Department’s website at the following link:

 http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Community_Policing  

It should also be noted that, to date, the official categorisation as a Community Garda has 
simply referred to those who are exclusively assigned to building relationships with local com-
munities and civil society including giving talks to schools, community groups and others.  
However, it is important to note that community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána 
and that all Gardaí have a role to play in community policing in carrying out their duties. 
Indeed, this has never been more evident than in the work carried out by all members of the 
Gardaí over the last eight months as we have tackled the COVID-19 pandemic.  

For the Deputy’s information the table below, as provided to me by the Garda authorities, 
sets out the number of Community Gardaí by rank, assigned to Community Policing duties, in 
the DMR North for the years 2015 up to and including 31 October 2020. 

DMR North Garda Sergeant Total
31-Oct-20 14 3 17
2019 34 5 39
2018 46 5 51
2017 43 4 47
2016 48 5 53
2015 53 5 58
I am further informed by the Garda authorities that some members attached to Community 

Policing Units in DMR  North were temporarily re-assigned to the regular units at the com-
mencement of the COVID-19 roster. However, members from the Community Policing Units 
remain in contact with their contacts throughout the community and have been providing valu-
able assistance to vulnerable persons throughout the crisis.  

26/11/2020WRR04900Proposed Legislation

26/11/2020WRR05000342. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice the specific provisions to be 
made in the forthcoming sex offenders (amendment) Bill to provide protection for victims 
post the release of the offender from prison; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39522/20]

26/11/2020WRR05100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that there are 
already provisions in existing law to support the management of sex offenders after they have 
been released from prison.  

The Sex Offenders Act 2001 provides that a Court can impose conditions on a convicted sex 
offender as part of their post-release supervision. Further, where An Garda Síochána believe 
that a convicted offender poses a serious risk to the public, an application can be made to the 
courts for a Sex Offender Order under section 16 of the 2001 Act.  Such an Order can prohibit 
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the offender from doing anything the Court considers necessary, in order to ensure that the pub-
lic is protected from serious harm.

In terms of the Sex Offenders (Amendment) Bill, which was developed by my Depart-
ment following a comprehensive review of current law and administrative practice, the General 
Scheme was approved by Government in June 2018 and is available on my Department’s web-
site. The Bill is currently with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel for drafting. My officials 
and that Office are working proactively together with a view to publishing the Bill as soon as 
possible. 

The purpose of the Bill is to enhance current systems for assessment and management of 
convicted sex offenders and to put those systems on a statutory footing.  

While the drafting process is not yet complete, I expect the main provisions to include:

-  Stricter notification requirements including requiring offenders to notify Gardaí of their 
address upon release from custody, or any subsequent change of address, within 3 days as op-
posed to the existing 7 days. 

-  Provision to allow for fingerprinting and photographing  the offender, where necessary to 
confirm their identity.

-  Enhanced supervision of high-risk offenders, including, in limited circumstances, the 
electronic monitoring of offenders subject to post-release supervision orders.

-  The placing on a legislative footing of assessment teams to assess and manage the risk 
posed by sex offenders.

-  Provisions whereby a court can prohibit a sex offender from working with children.

-  Provision for a statutory basis for the necessary disclosure of information relating to a 
high-risk offender. This information may include the name, address and threat posed by the of-
fender. 

There is a need for caution in relation to disclosure measures. Wide or indiscriminate disclo-
sure of information such as the name and location of sex offenders may lead to offenders with-
drawing from engagement with post-release services and fleeing to unknown locations because 
of fears for their safety. This is in no-one’s interest – it is important that offenders in these very 
serious crimes are properly supervised after release and encouraged to engage with rehabilita-
tive services in order to prevent reoffending behaviour. However, in limited circumstances this 
disclosure is necessary to protect the safety of the public or a member of the public. The Bill 
provides that the disclosure will be limited to the minimum number of people necessary to avert 
a serious risk.

26/11/2020WRR05200Judicial Appointments

26/11/2020WRR05300343. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Justice if the Judicial Appoint-
ments Advisory Board that recommended the appointment of a person (details supplied) to the 
Supreme Court, included the Chief Justice, who was the chairperson of the board, the President 
of the Court of Appeal, the President of the High Court, the President of the Circuit Court, the 
President of the District Court, the Attorney General, a practising barrister nominated by the 
chairman of the council of the Bar of Ireland, a practising solicitor nominated by the president 
of the Law Society of Ireland and persons appointed by the Minister to be members of the 
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board whose terms had not expired; if not, if a list will be provided of the persons who did not 
participate in the board that made the recommendation; and the reason received from each for 
their non-participation. [39537/20]

26/11/2020WRR05400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I wish to advise the Deputy that the Judi-
cial Appointments Advisory Board (JAAB) is an independent body set up to identify persons 
and inform the Government of the suitability of those persons for appointment to judicial office.  
Its functions are set out in section 16 of the Courts and Court Officers Act 1995, as amended.   

Section 18 of the 1995 Act makes specific provision that the Board may recommend the 
Attorney General for appointment to judicial office. Where the Attorney General wishes to be 
considered for appointment to judicial office, he or she shall withdraw from any deliberations 
of the Board concerning his or her suitability for judicial office.  This is the law. 

As outlined to the House earlier today, I can confirm that the Chief Justice wrote to my 
predecessor on 4 February 2020 requesting that the Supreme Court vacancy arising from the 
retirement of Ms Justice Mary Finlay Geoghegan in June 2019 be filled.  He cited emerging 
pressures including the establishment of the Cervical Check Tribunal. 

The then Minister wrote to the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board (JAAB) on 17 Febru-
ary 2020.  He asked the Board to furnish him with nominations for this vacancy, and the name 
of each person who had informed the Board of his or her wish to be considered for appointment. 

The Minister also wrote separately to the Chief Justice stating that this request of the JAAB 
did not pre-suppose the filling of the post; it was to facilitate the procedure should a decision be 
taken to make an appointment at whatever point in the future that vacancy might be progressed.   

By letter to my predecessor dated 11 March, 2020, the JAAB advised that they had met on 9 
March and decided to recommend one candidate, Mr Séamus Woulfe, SC, whom it considered 
suitable for appointment to the Supreme Court.  As requested by the Minister, and as required 
by the Courts and Court Officers Act, 1995, the JAAB indicated that there was one applicant 
considered for this post through the JAAB process, Seamus Woulfe, SC, and that there were no 
other applicants.

Under Section 20 of the 1995 Act, all proceedings of the Board and all communications to 
the Board are confidential, so that is all of the information made available to me by the inde-
pendent Board.   

26/11/2020WRR05500Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRR05600344. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the colleges and universities 
from which graduates were considered for jobs in contact tracing; the reason an exhaustive list 
was provided; if this limited those short-listed for interview; the reason notable universities 
such as TU Dublin were excluded from the list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39255/20]

26/11/2020WRR05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond directly to the Deputy on this matter, as soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRR05800National Children’s Hospital

26/11/2020WRR05900345. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if phenolic foam insulation 
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materials of Euroclass B, s1, d0 will be used in the ventilated façade of the national children’s 
hospital. [39258/20]

26/11/2020WRR06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the NPHDB has statutory respon-
sibility for planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital, I have 
referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

26/11/2020WRS00200National Public Health Emergency Team

26/11/2020WRS00300346. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if any member of NPHET is 
involved in a company connected with the provision of testing kits for the coronavirus; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39259/20]

26/11/2020WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Public Health Emergency 
Team is not aware of the involvement of any member in a company connected with the provi-
sion of testing kits for the coronavirus. 

On appointment to the NPHET, each member is required to complete the Declaration of 
Interests form. The members of the NPHET must disclose, in the Declaration to the Chair, any 
conflict, or perceived conflict, of interest they have at the date of signing, or at any time there-
after while they are a member of the NPHET for the duration of the public health emergency.

On 22nd October, members were notified that Declaration of Interests forms were due to 
be updated and resubmitted; the forms were issued to members on 28th October. All members 
have since returned their completed declarations and no such conflicts have been disclosed. 

The Chair requests that members declare any conflicts of interest at the beginning of each 
meeting. These are recorded within the minutes of the meeting which are publicly available on 
the Gov.ie website:

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/691330-national-public-health-emergency-team-covid-
19-coronavirus/

26/11/2020WRS00500Health Services Staff

26/11/2020WRS00600347. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to increase 
pay for healthcare assistants and other health and social care workers; if there has been any 
engagement from or with trade unions on the matter; the changes in rates of pay there have 
been for these workers over the past decade; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39265/20]

26/11/2020WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All public health sector staff, including 
health care assistants are paid in line with the rates set out in the Department of Health consoli-
dated salary scales which are publicly available and can be viewed online here:  https://www.
gov.ie/en/publication/5eb5e-1-october-2020-consolidated-pay-scales/

Adjustments to rates of pay across the public sector are generally agreed during a series 
of pay talks between trade unions and their representative bodies and the civil and public sec-
tor employer representatives during negotiations in advance of each Public Service Stability 
Agreement (PSSA).  

Adjustments to rates of pay agreed between the parties generally apply to the full public 
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health sector cohort of grades, in return for a set of agreed productivity and efficiency measures. 

Since 2016, a number of general increases to annualised salaries have been applied via pub-
lic service agreements and the Public Service Pay and Pension Act 2017.  These adjustments 
have been applied across all public health sector grades, as appropriate.

1.1.2016  - 1% increase to annualised salaries between €24,001 and €31,000.

1.4.2017   - €1,000 increase to annualised salaries up to €65,000

1.1.2018   - 1% increase to annualised salaries.

1.10.2018 - 1% increase to annualised salaries.

1.9.2019   - 1.75% increase to annualised salaries.

1.10.2020 - 2% increase to annualised salaries.

In addition to the above, the Lansdowne Road Agreement provided for a Job Evaluation 
scheme for support staff grades.  This resulted in certain support staff grades, including the 
health care assistant, receiving an uplift to a higher pay band with effect from 1 September 
2019. 

I trust this information will be of assistance to the Deputy 

26/11/2020WRS00800Disabilities Assessments

26/11/2020WRS00900348. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason it is taking so 
long for a child (details supplied) to be seen by the early intervention team. [39275/20]

26/11/2020WRS01000349. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health his views on the case of a 
child (details supplied) who has not yet been seen by the early intervention team. [39276/20]

26/11/2020WRS01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 348 and 349 together.

The Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve ser-
vices for both children and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by work-
ing together across Government in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

26/11/2020WRS01300Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRS01400350. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the supports in place or planned 
to be in place for aftercare of Covid-19 patients who are suffering from one or more of the post-
Covid-19 syndromes commonly referred to as long Covid; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39280/20]
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26/11/2020WRS01500351. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his understanding of long 
Covid and associated syndromes and symptoms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39281/20]

26/11/2020WRS01600355. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will recognise long Covid 
as an illness; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39290/20]

26/11/2020WRS01700356. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the supports in places for those 
experiencing long-term effects of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39291/20]

26/11/2020WRS01800357. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons suffer-
ing from one or more syndromes commonly referred to as long Covid; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39292/20]

26/11/2020WRS01900358. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the efforts being made to raise 
awareness of the combination of syndromes known as long Covid; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39293/20]

26/11/2020WRS02000359. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the changes or supplements 
being made to advise on persistent or long-term illness relating to long Covid; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39294/20]

26/11/2020WRS02100360. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the current understanding of 
long Covid; the symptoms or syndromes associated with the condition; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39295/20]

26/11/2020WRS02200361. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if clinics or similar services 
will open to support and treat those suffering from long Covid; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39296/20]

26/11/2020WRS02300362. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the supports, treatments and 
rehabilitative services that have been identified for sufferers of long Covid to address the physi-
cal, cognitive and psychological consequences of the condition; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39297/20]

26/11/2020WRS02400363. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he has or will establish a 
task force for developing a greater understanding of long Covid; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39298/20]

26/11/2020WRS02500364. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the learning or borrowing 
there has been from other health services for developing and deepening the understanding of 
long Covid and necessary post hoc supports and treatments; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39299/20]

26/11/2020WRS02600365. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the efforts being made to raise 
awareness of the combination of syndromes and persistent symptoms known as long Covid; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39300/20]

26/11/2020WRS02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 350, 
351 and 355 to 365, inclusive, together.

It is recognised that in some people who have been infected with Covid-19 continuing 
symptoms or side effects can occur during recovery. These can include physical, mental or 
emotional difficulties. 
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A person recovering from COVID-19 infection should speak to their general practitioner or 
their hospital team about accessing relevant care pathways to ensure that they are enabled to 
receive support and advice for any long-term symptoms or health problems they may be expe-
riencing. 

The general practitioner or the hospital team will understand the clinical history and the 
personal circumstances relating to an individual and can provide the necessary advice and guid-
ance that suit the particular needs of the individual’s circumstances.

You may wish to note that the HSE has provided information for those recovering after Co-
vid-19, which is available at the following link:- https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/
recovering-after-coronavirus.html 

Income supports for people affected by COVID-19, is a matter for the Department of Social 
Protection. 

26/11/2020WRS02900Health Information and Quality Authority

26/11/2020WRS03000352. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend the remit 
of HIQA to psychiatric units; if so, the timeline involved; if not, if he will consider extending 
the remit of HIQA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39284/20]

26/11/2020WRS03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Mental Health 
Commission is an independent statutory body, established under the Mental Health Act 2001. 
The Commission’s principal functions are to promote, encourage and foster the establishment 
and maintenance of high standards and good practices in the delivery of mental health services 
and to take all reasonable steps to protect the interests of persons detained in approved centres 
under the Act.

The Commission has a number of responsibilities set out in legislation. These include:

- Making appointments to mental health tribunals to review the detention of involuntary 
patients and appointing a legal representative for each patient

- Establishing and maintaining a register of approved centres

- Making rules to regulate the use of specific treatments and interventions

- Developing codes of practice to guide those working in mental health services

- Appointing the Inspector of Mental Health Services, who annually inspects mental health 
services, including all approved centres

I have no plans to change the statutory role or functions of the Commission. 

26/11/2020WRS03200Mental Health Services

26/11/2020WRS03300353. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health his plans for the expansion 
of the Lakeview psychiatric unit in Naas; the timelines involved; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39287/20]

26/11/2020WRS03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
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as possible.

26/11/2020WRS03500Nursing Staff

26/11/2020WRS03600354. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason there is no public 
health nurse at a location (details supplied); if a nurse will be put in place urgently; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39288/20]

26/11/2020WRS03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Questions Nos. 355 to 365, inclusive, answered with Question No. 350.

26/11/2020WRT00200Hospital Data

26/11/2020WRT00300366. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses that applied 
for the diabetic nurse vacancy in Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar when advertised earlier 
in 2020. [39301/20]

26/11/2020WRT00400367. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if there are nursing staff employed 
in Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar who can work with children with a diagnosis of diabe-
tes; and if any of those staff members applied for the recently advertised vacancy. [39302/20]

26/11/2020WRT00500368. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients under 18 
years of age being treated at the diabetic clinic in the Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar. 
[39303/20]

26/11/2020WRT00600369. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients over 18 
years of age being treated at the diabetic clinic in the Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar. 
[39304/20]

26/11/2020WRT00700370. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of staff employed in 
the paediatric diabetes clinic in the Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar. [39305/20]

26/11/2020WRT00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 366 to 
370, inclusive, together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

26/11/2020WRT01300School Staff

26/11/2020WRT01400371. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the HSE evidence on which an 
organisation is basing its decision to deny health and safety leave to a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39306/20]

26/11/2020WRT01500394. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the advice the HSE is providing 
in relation to women who are 28 weeks or more pregnant and are working in schools as in the 
case of a teacher (details supplied) but who are being denied health and safety leave on grounds 
of the advice that an organisation is receiving from the HSE; if the HSE will amend its advice 
to the organisation and in general regarding women who are 28 weeks or more pregnant in ac-
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cordance with the advice of the professional colleges; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39429/20]

26/11/2020WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 371 
and 394 together.

Given the role of the HSE’s National Women and Infants Health Programme in the dissemi-
nation of pregnancy related clinical guidelines, I have asked the Health Service Executive to 
respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRT01700Disabilities Assessments

26/11/2020WRT01800372. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is awaiting for an assessment of needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39308/20]

26/11/2020WRT01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

26/11/2020WRT02000Patient Transfers

26/11/2020WRT02100373. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be transferred to Cork University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39320/20]

26/11/2020WRT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRT02300Hospital Data

26/11/2020WRT02400374. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the number of high-dependency 
units operating in the State based on population; and the location of each. [39323/20]

26/11/2020WRT02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Critical care is defined by the Joint Fac-
ulty of Intensive Care Medicine Ireland (JFICMI) as “a service that provides curative and life 
support treatment for critically ill patients”.  Critical care units may have a combination of High 
Dependency Unit (HDU) and Intensive Care Unit (ICU) beds, with clinical teams resourced 
and skilled to provide these levels of care.

Care provided in a HDU, as described in the JFICMI National Standards for Adult Critical 
Care Services, 2019, involves the “active management by critical care team to treat and support 
patients with primarily single organ failure”. An ICU provides care for patients who require 
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support for two or more organ failures, or who require invasive mechanical ventilation. 

Currently, the ratio of ICU to HDU beds in Ireland is 3:1 and is reflective of demand. At the 
start of the year, permanent adult critical care capacity in our public hospitals stood at 255 beds, 
according to the National Office of Clinical Audit. This included 204 Level 3 ICU beds and 
51 Level 2 HDU beds. I have asked the HSE to respond directly to the Deputy with a current 
breakdown of HDU beds in our public hospital system. 

26/11/2020WRT02600Hospital Waiting Lists

26/11/2020WRT02700375. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the waiting times, age group and 
geographic location for those awaiting orthopaedic surgery in tabular form. [39334/20]

26/11/2020WRT02762Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most routine 
scheduled care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety 
and that all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and urgent 
time-critical work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public 
Health Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organi-
sation. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols. 

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such as the 
use of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative out-
patient settings.

In addition the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) is currently reviewing strate-
gies to maximise activity and benefit for patients, to include, increased use of private hospitals, 
funding weekend and evening work in public hospitals, funding “see and treat” services where 
minor procedures are provided at the same time as outpatient consultations, funding hybrid ser-
vices where public and private hospitals contribute to the treatment of patients, virtual clinics 
and clinical validation.

The data requested by the Deputy is provided in the attached table, which shows the number 
of patients on the Inpatient and Day case waiting list for Orthopaedic procedures at the end of 
October 2020, by county of residence, and age group in time bands of 18 years. 

Inpatient / Day Case Waiting List for Orthopaedics by County of Residence, Age Group and 
Time Band as at 29th October 2020

County of 
Residence

Age Group 0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12mths 12-15mths 15-18 mths 18+ mths Grand 
Total

&lt; 18 
years

8 8

18-36 
years

36-54 
years

11 6 6 23
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County of 
Residence

Age Group 0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12mths 12-15mths 15-18 mths 18+ mths Grand 
Total

54-72 
years

19 5 9

72+ years 10

Carlow Total 48 5 15 6 74

&lt; 18 
years

7 5 12

18-36 
years

36-54 
years

7 7

54-72 
years

15 6 21

72+ years 8 8 16

Cavan Total 30 21 5 56

&lt; 18 
years

8 5 6 7 26

18-36 
years

5 5

36-54 
years

13 9 12 34

54-72 
years

31 6 21 12 7 77

72+ years 14 8 5 27

Clare Total 71 6 43 35 7 7 169

&lt; 18 
years

15 5 7 11 9 47

18-36 
years

12 9 28

36-54 
years

30 9 8 11 7 65

54-72 
years

59 5 10 13 10 5 6 108

72+ years 28 8 36

Cork Total 144 19 34 43 26 5 13 284

&lt; 18 
years

14 6 8 10 5 9 52

18-36 
years

13 6 6 9 6 40

36-54 
years

55 30 28 41 20 7 12 193

54-72 
years

105 51 42 59 33 16 22 328

72+ years 87 47 39 46 31 17 20 287

Donegal Total 274 140 123 165 84 45 69 900

&lt; 18 
years

124 31 35 36 12 6 50 294

18-36 
years

65 13 14 5 28 125

36-54 
years

196 66 44 52 23 18 64 463

54-72 
years

406 142 112 73 38 10 79 860

72+ years 203 63 49 36 7 11 24 393

Dublin Total 994 315 240 211 80 50 245 2135

&lt; 18 
years

18-36 
years

14 5 19

36-54 
years

40 16 10 8 74
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County of 
Residence

Age Group 0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12mths 12-15mths 15-18 mths 18+ mths Grand 
Total

54-72 
years

113 27 33 38 21 15 7 254

72+ years 53 19 20 22 12 14 5 145

Exception Total 220 62 63 68 33 29 17 492

&lt; 18 
years

25 12 18 13 7 5 13 93

18-36 
years

25 5 12 17 8 19 86

36-54 
years

42 12 41 42 22 10 50 219

54-72 
years

96 18 64 52 41 27 77 375

72+ years 37 7 40 25 27 17 39 192

Galway Total 225 54 175 149 105 59 198 965

&lt; 18 
years

18-36 
years

5 5

36-54 
years

14 6 17 9 46

54-72 
years

21 7 33 16 7 84

72+ years 9 18 7 34

Kerry Total 44 13 68 37 7 169

&lt; 18 
years

16 5 16 10 9 7 24 87

18-36 
years

9 7 6 10 32

36-54 
years

52 22 28 14 9 9 39 173

54-72 
years

54 24 43 18 18 14 35 206

72+ years 30 10 21 16 7 5 11 100

Kildare Total 161 68 108 64 43 35 119 598

&lt; 18 
years

8 9 17

18-36 
years

5 5

36-54 
years

11 5 5 21

54-72 
years

21 21

72+ years 6 6 12

Kilkenny Total 51 5 11 9 76

&lt; 18 
years

5 5

18-36 
years

7 7 14

36-54 
years

10 9 8 5 18 50

54-72 
years

22 12 9 16 13 14 21 107

72+ years 8 6 13 5 13 45

Laois Total 52 12 15 38 26 19 59 221

&lt; 18 
years

18-36 
years

36-54 
years

6
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County of 
Residence

Age Group 0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12mths 12-15mths 15-18 mths 18+ mths Grand 
Total

54-72 
years

18 5 5 5

72+ years 11 6 8

Leitrim Total 29 5 11 19 64

&lt; 18 
years

6 7 13

18-36 
years

11 11

36-54 
years

21 23 22 66

54-72 
years

55 14 31 30 130

72+ years 23 16 7 46

Limerick Total 116 14 77 59 266

&lt; 18 
years

18-36 
years

5 5

36-54 
years

8 7 9 5 11 40

54-72 
years

10 8 12 5 22 57

72+ years 6 6 9 5 5 8 39

Longford Total 23 6 13 26 22 10 41 141

&lt; 18 
years

9 5 6 6 6 12 44

18-36 
years

7 7

36-54 
years

5 5

54-72 
years

8 8

72+ years

Louth Total 24 10 6 6 6 12 64

&lt; 18 
years

7 5 11 8 5 36

18-36 
years

7 5 5 8 25

36-54 
years

44 8 18 15 10 5 21 121

54-72 
years

113 13 27 25 20 17 52 267

72+ years 69 10 23 27 9 8 36 182

Mayo Total 240 36 79 80 44 30 122 631

&lt; 18 
years

16 5 10 8 9 48

18-36 
years

36-54 
years

23 6 7 36

54-72 
years

32 13 12 6 63

72+ years 17 8 25

Meath Total 88 26 28 21 9 172

&lt; 18 
years

18-36 
years

36-54 
years
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County of 
Residence

Age Group 0-3 mths 3-6 mths 6-9 mths 9-12mths 12-15mths 15-18 mths 18+ mths Grand 
Total

54-72 
years

9 9

72+ years

 

Monaghan Total 9 9

&lt; 18 
years

5 5

18-36 
years

6 6 6 18

36-54 
years

15 6 14 14 10 8 21 88

54-72 
years

29 7 12 32 21 6 54 161

72+ years 10 5 10 5 6 14 50

Offaly Total 60 13 31 67 36 20 95 322

&lt; 18 
years

5 5

18-36 
years

6 6

36-54 
years

11 12 9 12 44

54-72 
years

15 6 12 9 10 8 21 81

72+ years 14 6 9 8 7 14 58

Roscom-
mon

Total 46 12 33 26 10 15 52 194

&lt; 18 
years

7 7

18-36 
years

5 5

36-54 
years

27 6 13 5 6 8 65

54-72 
years

45 20 33 21 13 8 6 146

72+ years 36 9 14 6 6 5 76

Sligo Total 120 35 60 32 19 14 19 299

&lt; 18 
years

61 58 56 71 77 49 71 443

18-36 
years

52 75 71 67 41 46 50 402

36-54 
years

31 50 54 31 57 30 59 312

54-72 
years

2 41 47 36 48 44 43 261

72+ years 26 66 54 43 55 28 37 309

Small 
Volume 
Areas

Total 172 290 282 248 278 197 260 1727

&lt; 18 
years

5 12 17

18-36 
years

14 14

36-54 
years

21 7 28

54-72 
years

55 6 12 10 83

72+ years 18 5 5 5 33

Tipperary Total 113 11 24 22 5 175
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&lt; 18 
years

5 8 13

18-36 
years

7 7

36-54 
years

16 5 21

54-72 
years

31 6 37

72+ years 13 13

Waterford Total 67 5 11 8 91

&lt; 18 
years

6 5 6 17

18-36 
years

8 5 7 20

36-54 
years

14 7 7 7 5 23 63

54-72 
years

21 7 11 20 14 6 36 115

72+ years 13 9 10 5 14 51

Westmeath Total 62 14 23 36 29 16 86 266

&lt; 18 
years

16 8 5 9 12 50

18-36 
years

8 8

36-54 
years

17 6 6 7 36

54-72 
years

44 16 6 7 8 81

72+ years 24 6 7 37

Wexford Total 109 36 12 21 7 27 212

&lt; 18 
years

17 9 8 7 5 10 56

18-36 
years

8 8

36-54 
years

28 5 10 5 48

54-72 
years

36 19 11 10 6 82

72+ years 14 10 6 30

Wicklow Total 103 43 35 22 5 16 224

Grand 
Total

3695 1250 1624 1517 872 549 1489 10996

26/11/2020WRT02900Hare Coursing

26/11/2020WRT03000376. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding coursing restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39343/20]

26/11/2020WRT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy should note that my De-
partment does not have statutory responsibility for coursing policy.  The issued raised by the 
Deputy is a matter for the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

26/11/2020WRT03200Brexit Issues

26/11/2020WRT03300377. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the measures that will be put in 
place for UK senior contributory pensioners who are currently entitled to a non-means tested 
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medical card by EU agreement after Brexit. [39350/20]

26/11/2020WRT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the terms of the EU UK Withdraw-
al Agreement UK pensioners, for whom the UK is competent under EU Regulation 883/2004, 
and who are resident in another EU Member State before the end of the transition period on 
31st December 2020, will continue to have their rights under this Regulation maintained.  Such 
persons will, therefore, if they remain ordinarily resident in this State, and are not in receipt of 
an Irish contributory social security payment or making a social security contribution, continue 
to have eligibility for a non-means tested medical card issued under the EU Regulations. 

26/11/2020WRT03500Hospital Appointments Status

26/11/2020WRT03600378. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39353/20]

26/11/2020WRT03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
tient settings.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRT03800Health Screening Programmes

26/11/2020WRT03900379. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a mat-
ter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[39379/20]

26/11/2020WRT04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, it has been 
referred to the Health Service Executive for attention and direct reply to the Deputy.

26/11/2020WRT04100Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRT04200380. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the approach taken by the 
Health Protection Surveillance Centre to the classification of deaths as Covid-19 related or not, 
subject to a coroner’s report, in circumstances in which a patient dies from traumatic injuries 
subsequent to having been admitted to hospital but tested positive for Covid-19 upon admission 
to hospital. [39381/20]

26/11/2020WRT04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since the National Public Health Emer-
gency Team (NPHET) met for the first time, a commitment was given to collect and publish as 
much relevant data as possible while ensuring individual patient confidentiality is maintained 
at all times. While the nature and scale of the COVID-19 pandemic has been unprecedented, 
the collection of timely and comprehensive data has been instrumental in developing the health 
service response to Covid-19 and to the advice provided by the NPHET and the Department of 
Health to assist Government decision-making in the wider response to the disease in Ireland. 

It should be noted that in Ireland, data are collected on COVID-19 related mortality for 
both lab confirmed and probable cases, in line with recommendations from the World Health 
Organisation and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control in both hospitals and 
the community. It should also be noted that collection of COVID-19 related mortality data in 
Ireland exceeds that of many other countries in the world.

The Deputy should note that comprehensive national statistics, information, and data about 
Covid-19 is published on a daily basis on the Department of Health website at www.gov.ie/
en/organisation/department-of-health/ and on the Covid-19 Data Hub and Dashboards avail-
able at https://covid19ireland-geohive.hub.arcgis.com/. The published data are based on official 
figures provided by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) and the Health Service 
Executive (HSE). All datasets, charts and maps are updated on an on-going basis and in line 
with newly published data. 

I would also direct the Deputy to the CSO website for access to a range of data relating 
to Covid-19 including the numbers of diagnosed cases and mortality data. This is available 
on the CSO Covid-19 Information Hub at https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-
covid19/covid-19informationhub/ and, in particular, at www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/
br/b-cdc/covid-19deathsandcasesseries16/.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

26/11/2020WRT04400Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRT04500381. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if HSE staff in Kenmare Com-
munity Hospital and other locations in County Kerry who are dealing with Covid-19 cases will 
only be rostered on to assist with these patients and will not be rostered to work on other wards 
or with other patients that have not contracted Covid-19 as per the HSE guidelines.; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39386/20]
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26/11/2020WRT04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

26/11/2020WRT04700Apprenticeship Programmes

26/11/2020WRT04800382. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health his plans to expand 
apprenticeships to healthcare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39390/20]

26/11/2020WRT04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy 
directly, as soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRT05000Hospital Appointments Status

26/11/2020WRT05100383. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect an appointment for a procedure in University Hospital 
Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39392/20]

26/11/2020WRT05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
tient settings.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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26/11/2020WRT05300Home Help Service

26/11/2020WRT05400384. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) in County Donegal was refused home help support for personal care; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39393/20]

26/11/2020WRT05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRT05600Hospital Waiting Lists

26/11/2020WRT05700385. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for 
dental treatment in the dental department, Letterkenny University Hospital, County Donegal; 
the number of patients waiting for routine and emergency treatment in each of the years 2018, 
2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39394/20]

26/11/2020WRT05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

26/11/2020WRU00200Dental Services 

26/11/2020WRU00300386. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if emergency dental treatment 
is available at the dental department, Letterkenny University Hospital, County Donegal for 
cancer patients undergoing cancer treatment; if so, the process in place to access such treatment; 
the time frames involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39395/20]

26/11/2020WRU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

26/11/2020WRU00500Hospital Appointments Status

26/11/2020WRU00600387. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment at Letterkenny University Hospital; if their referral is routine 
or urgent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39396/20]

26/11/2020WRU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.
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The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
tient settings.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRU00800Cross-Border Health Initiatives

26/11/2020WRU00900388. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) was refused a cross-border directive reimbursement having received written confir-
mation of prior approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39397/20]

26/11/2020WRU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

26/11/2020WRU01100Cancer Services

26/11/2020WRU01200389. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will be called for follow-up cancer treatment and procedures in Letterkenny University 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39398/20]

26/11/2020WRU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRU01400Mental Health Services

26/11/2020WRU01500390. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when Jigsaw services will com-
mence in Thurles, County Tipperary. [39416/20]

26/11/2020WRU01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Budget 2021 
saw an additional €50 million allocated to HSE Mental Health services, thus bringing the total 
mental health budget to €1,076 billion. This reflects the Government’s continued commitment 
to  developing all aspects of mental health care nationally.

Jigsaw currently has 12 sites nationwide, all of which provide appropriate intervention and 
supports for young people age 12 to 25, with mild to moderate mental health difficulties. Two 
new sites are scheduled to open in Wicklow and Tipperary in the near future.

I have engaged intensively at local level since my appointment to help develop various men-
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tal health services in Tipperary. In particular, I have liaised with local stakeholders, and with 
Jigsaw and the HSE, to progress the new Jigsaw service for the county.

Jigsaw has been, and remains, fully committed to open its new service for Tipperary as soon 
as possible. The challenge of locating a suitable premises has been significant, and has also 
been compounded by the Covid-19 pandemic, along with associated restrictions for a substan-
tial proportion of this year. The focus for Jigsaw over recent times has been to secure a suitable 
and permanent premises in Thurles.  This process is key to informing and firming up evolving 
timelines for this important project. The process for securing the new premises is near comple-
tion.

Jigsaw, in its search for a suitable building, operates against a clear set of criteria (including 
value for public money), and in line with all HSE and other procurement guidelines. The vari-
ous options it has explored in Thurles have been assessed against such criteria. Other criteria 
were also considered in the selection process, including accessibility and parking.

I understand that Jigsaw recently advertised for staff for the new service. Jigsaw will have 
to undertake necessary minor adaptation works in its new premises. Staffing may include, for 
example, a Service Manager, Clinical Lead and relevant counselling or other health profession-
als, depending on the Skill-Mix requirements at local level. The new service will be based in 
Thurles, thus facilitating development of out-reach services in Clonmel and Nenagh, together 
with the use of new technologies to facilitate the widest possible service provision.

Jigsaw look forward to bringing this new service as soon as possible to the young people 
and the wider community in Tipperary.

The Deputy may rest assured that I will continue to liaise with Jigsaw and the HSE to prog-
ress this project, and that I will keep relevant local public representatives informed of develop-
ments.

26/11/2020WRU01700Health Services Access

26/11/2020WRU01800391. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the assistance available 
to help facilitate a remote visit between a person (details supplied) based in County Dublin and 
a family member currently resident in a long-term care facility. [39417/20]

26/11/2020WRU01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this is a 
service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly.

26/11/2020WRU02000Health Services

26/11/2020WRU02100392. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will address queries raised 
in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39418/20]

26/11/2020WRU02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

26/11/2020WRU02250Maternity Services

26/11/2020WRU02275393. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on a matter (details 
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supplied) regarding birthing pools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39420/20]

26/11/2020WRU02287Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.  

Question No. 394 answered with Question No. 371.

26/11/2020WRU02400Covid-19 Tests

26/11/2020WRU02500395. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason persons who are 
getting the Covid-19 test are not being asked if they have had the flu jab yet. [39438/20]

26/11/2020WRU02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRU02700Hospital Appointments Status

26/11/2020WRU02800396. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for hip replace-
ment surgery will be expedited for a person (details supplied). [39440/20]

26/11/2020WRU02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

Patient safety remains at the centre of all hospital activity and elective care scheduling. To 
ensure services are provided in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are fol-
lowing HSE clinical guidelines and protocols.

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
tient settings.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.
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26/11/2020WRU03000Nursing Home Sector

26/11/2020WRU03100397. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the requested level of 
funding will be approved to secure the future of a nursing home (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39444/20]

26/11/2020WRU03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRU03300Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRU03400398. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given 
to the suggestion by an organisation (details supplied) that small convenience stores and newsa-
gents, due to not having click and collect facilities, be permitted to sell all goods they have 
stocked during the past 12 months through levels 4 and 5 restrictions once their turnover does 
not exceed an agreed amount and-or the retail space of their store is not greater than an agreed 
size; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39450/20]

26/11/2020WRU03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy should note that the issue 
referred to in the question relating to small convenience stores and newsagents, being permitted 
to sell all goods through levels 4 and 5 restrictions is a matter for the Minister for Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment.

26/11/2020WRU03600Vaccination Programme

26/11/2020WRU03700399. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health his plans and 
timelines to fulfil the programme for Government commitment to examine the inclusion of 
chickenpox vaccine in the children’s immunisation schedule in 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39460/20]

26/11/2020WRU03800400. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if the €20 mil-
lion budget allocation for Healthy Ireland initiatives under the programme for Government 
includes funding for the inclusion of chickenpox vaccine in the children’s immunisation pro-
gramme pending recommendation from the National Immunisation Advisory Committee; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39461/20]

26/11/2020WRU03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 399 
and 400 together.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee (NIAC). The committee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence 
of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisation. It 
makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. NIAC continues to revise 
recommendations to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast 
of changes in the patterns of disease. Therefore, the immunisation schedule will continue to be 
amended over time. All vaccines administered through the Primary Childhood Immunisation 
Schedule are provided free of charge.

Varicella (chickenpox) is an acute infectious disease caused by varicella-zoster virus (VZV). 
Primary infection with varicella results in varicella (chickenpox). Recurrent infection results in 
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herpes zoster (shingles).

NIAC has identified the evaluation of VZV as a key priority for 2020. My Department 
has written to HIQA to request that it considers undertaking a Health Technology Assessment 
(HTA) relating to VZV vaccine in children in 2020 to establish the clinical and cost-effective-
ness of extending the current immunisation programme.

The HIQA recently advised that COVID-19 has impacted its work plan and anticipates that 
it will conduct the HTA prioritisation process in Q1 2021 and the request for a HTA of varicella 
zoster vaccine in children will be included in that exercise.

The allocation of funding for Healthy Ireland initiatives does not include provision for the 
childhood immunisation programme.

26/11/2020WRU04100Covid-19 Pandemic

26/11/2020WRU04200401. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Health if he has given consider-
ation to approving neuromuscular therapists, acupuncture therapists and other complementary 
therapists as essential service providers under the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary 
Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 8) Regulations 2020; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39494/20]

26/11/2020WRU04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, the situation 
regarding COVID-19 has been, and continues to be, an evolving situation. COVID-19 is still 
having a major impact both here in Ireland and elsewhere. 

 On Tuesday 15 September the Government published ‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-
2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’. This Plan outlines our medium-term strategy for COV-
ID-19 and sets out a Framework of 5 Levels which outline the broad measures which will apply 
depending on the level of the virus at any given time. It will be possible for different regions and 
counties to be at different levels, depending on prevailing epidemiological situation. The Plan 
is designed to help everyone – individuals, organisations and sectors – to better understand, 
anticipate and prepare for the measures that might be introduced to contain transmission of the 
virus. The intention is that Departments and sectors will provide guidance for specific sectors 
and activities in line with the 5 level framework. 

At Level 5 of the Plan, only essential retail outlets and essential services are allowed to open 
to the public. The list of essential services that can remain open during Level 5 includes therapy 
services provided by a member of a designated profession within the meaning of section 3 
of the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005 (No. 27 of 2005).  There are seventeen 
professions designated under the 2005 Act, which are encompassed in the list of essential ser-
vices. These are: Dietitians, Dispensing Opticians, Medical Scientists, Occupational Therapists, 
Optometrists, Physiotherapists (which includes Physical Therapists), Radiographers, Radiation 
Therapists, Social Workers, Speech and Language Therapists, Clinical Biochemists, Counsel-
lors, Orthoptists, Podiatrists, Psychologists, Psychotherapists and Social Care Workers.

The public health advice relating to Covid-19 is kept under continuing review by the Na-
tional Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and it provides advice to Government in line 
with the current epidemiological position. The latest public health advice on these matters is 
available at the links below and is updated on a regular basis:

www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-health/.
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www2.hse.ie/coronavirus/.

www.gov.ie/en/.

26/11/2020WRU04400Hospital Services

26/11/2020WRU04500402. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the position re-
garding neurology services in the south east; if his attention has been drawn to reports that the 
neurology service in United Hospital Waterford is the second most understaffed service in the 
country; if he is satisfied that the current level of service is adequate; his plans to recruit ad-
ditional consultant neurologists, specialist neurology nurses and neurophysiologists; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39495/20]

26/11/2020WRU04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

26/11/2020WRU04700Proposed Legislation

26/11/2020WRU04800403. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the consideration given to the 
risk of image-based sexual abuse occurring when the HSE issued advice for persons not living 
together to have sex online to stop the spread of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39506/20]

26/11/2020WRU04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I would like to clarify that I have no 
function in relation to the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Bill (as 
amended), responsibility for which lies with the Department of Justice.

I understand from my colleague, the Minister for Justice, that there is a programme for Gov-
ernment commitment to enacting legislation in this area and the Harassment, Harmful Com-
munications and Related Offences Bill (as amended), is being progressed as a priority. The Bill 
is scheduled for Committee Stage in the Dáil on 1st December 2020.  

Government amendments will deal with the non-consensual distribution of intimate images. 
It is hoped the Bill can progress through the remaining stages of the parliamentary process at 
the earliest possible opportunity.    

Harassment and abuse in any form, whether online or otherwise, is utterly unacceptable and 
has no place in Irish society. The Minister for Justice, along with her Government colleagues, 
is fully committed to tackling abusive behaviour in all forms. The standards of what is unac-
ceptable in an online setting must be consistent with those in traditional settings, and cross 
government initiatives are underway to address this. Progression of the Harassment, Harmful 
Communications and Related Offences Bill is a priority action for the Minister for Justice and 
Government is committed to seeing it enacted as quickly as possible.   

26/11/2020WRU05000Assisted Decision-Making

26/11/2020WRU05100404. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if the regulations for Part 8 on 
advance healthcare directives have been drafted; if so, when they will be published; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39510/20]
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26/11/2020WRU05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Part 8 of the Assisted Decision Mak-
ing (Capacity) Act 2015 provides a legislative framework for Advance Healthcare Directives 
(AHDs).  An AHD is a statement made by a person with capacity setting out his or her will and 
preferences regarding treatment decisions that may arise in the future when he or she no longer 
has capacity.  

Establishment of a AHD Register is a complex undertaking and my Department intends to 
explore options relating to the implementation of an AHD Register and the associated Regula-
tions. However, while Part 8 of the  2015 Act allows for regulations for a register of advance 
healthcare directives it does not require this register to be established before the Act is com-
menced.

There are a number of other interdependencies which must be addressed before Part 8 can 
be commenced and work is continuing in respect of all outstanding matters.  These also include 
commencing certain other provisions of the Act outside of Part 8 that fall under the remit of 
the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth and the Department of 
Justice and Equality.

26/11/2020WRU05300Proposed Legislation

26/11/2020WRU05400405. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health when he plans to publish the 
protection of liberty safeguard Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39511/20]

26/11/2020WRU05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Heads of Bill to 
provide legislative clarity on the issue of deprivation of liberty safeguards are at a relatively 
advanced stage. A number of complex legal and policy issues which have arisen during the 
drafting process remain to be resolved.  

Work on the Heads of Bill has been paused due to the diversion of resources, as part of the 
response to COVID-19.

26/11/2020WRU05600Hospital Acquired Infections

26/11/2020WRU05700406. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a report (details supplied) commissioned by the Rotunda Hospital that details chronic lack 
of space, which increases risks of infection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39524/20]

26/11/2020WRU05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the management of the public healthcare property estate, I have asked the HSE to 
respond directly to you in relation to this matter.

26/11/2020WRV00200Hospital Facilities

26/11/2020WRV00300407. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health his plans to support the Rotunda 
Hospital in relation to its chronic lack of space and aging infrastructure [39525/20]

26/11/2020WRV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to you directly in relation to this matter. 
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26/11/2020WRV00500GLAS Issues

26/11/2020WRV00600408. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
decision has been made on a GLAS penalty appeal by a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39264/20]

26/11/2020WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
person named was approved into GLAS 1 with a contract commencement date of 1 October 
2015 and is fully up to date with their payments.

The participant was selected for an on farm inspection and has requested a review of the 
inspection findings. 

The Department will inform the applicant directly, in writing, of the outcome once the re-
view has been completed.

26/11/2020WRV00800Basic Payment Scheme

26/11/2020WRV00900409. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
farmer can retain a single farm payment after installing solar panels on the farm land; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39266/20]

26/11/2020WRV01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Solar 
panels are considered as ineligible features within a land parcel and deductions to the eligible 
area must be made in accordance with the guidelines set out in the “Guide to Land eligibility” 
booklet published by my Department in 2015.  A land parcel containing solar panels may be 
considered eligible once there is an agricultural activity (e.g. grazing sheep) within the parcel.  
Other requirements, as set out in the terms and conditions for the various area-based schemes 
must also be respected for the purposes of the basic payment scheme and other area-based 
schemes.

26/11/2020WRV01100GLAS Issues

26/11/2020WRV01200410. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
reason a person (details supplied) in County Kerry received a GLAS penalty for gorse burning 
on commonage that he had no hand, act or part in; if the penalty will be withdrawn; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39268/20]

26/11/2020WRV01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Where 
land is burned between the period of 1 March and 31 August of any given year, it is not in a 
state suitable for an agricultural activity such as grazing or cultivation and, therefore, it is not 
eligible for payment under the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), except where controlled burning 
is carried out.  My Department actively investigates incidents of illegal burning using satellite 
imagery.

The person named submitted his 2020 Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) application on 6 May 
2020 in which he declared the lands he was farming.  As outlined by the Deputy, a parcel sub-
mitted by the person named was subject to burning during the closed season for burning. The 
burnt area has been deducted from the parcel leaving a reduced maximum eligible area (MEA) 
for the 2020 BPS scheme year. 
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My Department wrote to the person named on 19 November 2020 advising him of the cur-
rent position with regard to this parcel.  The person named has been given the right to a review 
of his position and to submit any documentary evidence that he may have regarding the burning 
of this parcel. 

It should be noted that the reduction of this parcel does not impact on their BPS payment as 
he has sufficient land to allow payment on the entitlements held by him.  However, the reduc-
tion in land may impact on any other land-based schemes that the person named has applied for 
such as GLAS.

The associated GLAS application is currently undergoing pre-payment validation checks 
for the 2020 advance (85%) payment, including a cross check of land parcels claimed for GLAS 
against BPS records. The GLAS commonage payment is calculated based on the lesser of the 
claimed area or eligible area (MEA) as determined by BPS. 

When the 2020 advance payment is processed, if an overclaim arises in relation to common-
age which results in a GLAS penalty, the applicant will be informed in writing and be given the 
option of appeal. 

26/11/2020WRV01400Forestry Sector

26/11/2020WRV01500411. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status on an objection to afforestation by a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39273/20]

26/11/2020WRV01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): A de-
cision on the application for an afforestation licence in the reference provided was appealed by 
the persons named to the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC).  The FAC is operationally inde-
pendent of my Department and I cannot correspond with the Committee on any single appeal.

The FAC will be in direct contact with the parties to the appeal in relation to any hearing that 
may be scheduled and will notify them of the decision when it becomes available.

26/11/2020WRV01700Food Industry

26/11/2020WRV01800412. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the number of dedicated staff deployed in the protected geographical indication, PGI, sec-
tor; the breakdown of grade structure of staff in the sector; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39357/20]

26/11/2020WRV01900413. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of protected geographical indication applications being dealt with by the sector; the 
breakdown of the starting dates of each of these applications; the number of PGI applications 
submitted to this section over the past five years and that have not been brought to national 
consultation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39358/20]

26/11/2020WRV02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 412 and 413 together.

The EU Quality schemes for agriculture products include Protected Geographical Indica-
tions (PGI), Protected Designations of Origin (PDO), and Traditional Specialties Guaranteed 
(TSG) and also Geographical Indications (GIs) for wine and spirits. 
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Over the past five years, 16 applications have been received from food producers seeking to 
have their products registered as PGIs as follows:

2015      Two

2016      Three 

2017      One

2018      None

2019      Five

2020      Five

Of these, one product has been registered (Sneem Black Pudding); the national opposition 
procedure has been completed for another three (Irish Grass Fed Beef, Comeragh Mountain 
lamb and Wexford Blackcurrants) and two applications are currently at an advanced stage of 
scrutiny by my Department.   

The remaining applications have not progressed for various reasons, including that they do 
not currently conform to the terms of Regulation (EU) No. 1151/2012 on quality schemes for 
agricultural products and foodstuffs, or they fail to sufficiently demonstrate the information 
required to allow the application proceed for registration.  Five of these applications have been 
received from the same applicant group.

In regard to staffing, Food and Spirit Drink GI applications are currently dealt with by four 
officials in Food Industry Development Division in addition to other functions. 

26/11/2020WRV02200Food Industry

26/11/2020WRV02300414. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the length of time the Bord Bia protected geographical indication application took to be pro-
cessed to national consultation level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39359/20]

26/11/2020WRV02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Fol-
lowing a Geographical Indications conference arranged by my Department in early 2019, it was 
decided that an application to have an Irish beef product registered as a PGI (Protected Geo-
graphical Indication) should be submitted to the European Commission. The conference was 
attended by the EU Commission officials as well as farming and industry stakeholders. 

From that time, Bord Bia prepared the application and my Department provided advice on 
the EU regulatory and guideline requirements, where appropriate. 

This approach was endorsed by stakeholders in the Beef Sector Agreement of September 
2019 which noted that “DAFM and Bord Bia are actively engaging with the EU Commission 
on the development of a Protected Geographical Indication for Irish beef’. It was also reflected 
in the Programme for Government commitment to ‘work at EU level for the development of a 
PGI for Irish beef’.

The time taken to finalise an application can depend on a number of factors, including the 
level of detail provided by the applicant in the initial draft, the nature of the product and the 
time required for scrutiny of the dossier, including the Single Document and the Specification 
Document, to ensure compliance with the EU requirements.
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The result of the work undertaken since early 2019 is reflected in the documents published 
by my Department on 14 August 2020 under the National Opposition Procedure provided for 
in the PGI governing EU rules.

26/11/2020WRV02500Food Industry

26/11/2020WRV02600415. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the competent authority regarding protected geographical indication application submissions; 
if the comments made by his officials after reviewing the single and specification documents of 
these applications are to be considered as instructions that must be followed or just as recom-
mendations that, if followed, will increase the likelihood of a successful PGI application; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39360/20]

26/11/2020WRV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department, as the Competent Authority for food and spirit drink Geographical Indications 
(GIs), scrutinises all applications received under the EU GI Quality Schemes to check for mani-
fest errors and also to ensure that the application conforms to the requirements of the EU Regu-
lations.  

As the Competent Authority, my Department must also be satisfied, in submitting a PGI 
application to the EU Commission, that there is a verification system in place to ensure that, 
if successful, the PGI is protected and that the claims made in a PGI application are verifiable.

Applicants are advised when their application does not conform to EU Regulations. In the 
course of examination of the Specification and Single Documents that form the application for 
registration of a product name, officials of my Department advise applicants on the rules that 
must be adhered to as provided in the EU Regulation and guidelines. It is open to applicants to 
act on that advice. 

However, it is important to note that any GI applications submitted to the EU Commission 
must be accompanied by a declaration by the Member State Competent Authority that it consid-
ers that the application lodged by the applicant meets the conditions of the Regulations and its 
provisions. Every effort is made by my Department to ensure that applications sent to the EU 
conform with the requirements. Applications sent are subject to EU scrutiny.   

Under the EU quality schemes, achieving Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) rec-
ognition for products enables consumers to trust and distinguish quality products while also 
helping producers to market their products better.  It is important therefore that the information 
provided to the EU Commission at time of application is as complete and correct as possible.

26/11/2020WRV02800Agriculture Schemes

26/11/2020WRV02900416. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine the reason beef scheme payments for 2018 and 2019 did not issue to farmers (details sup-
plied) when a herd number was amended to include a second name; the reason payments under 
BPS, ANC and so on did not issue when the herd number was amended to be held under joint 
names; if these missing BDGP payments will be expedited; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39361/20]

26/11/2020WRV03000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
herd number for the persons name has been amended to include a second name.  To ensure 
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compliance by both participants with the requirements of the programme, a Declaration of 
Undertaking signed by both participants was required for the BDGP.  This was received on 18 
November 2020, and has now been processed.  Outstanding payments under BDGP will issue 
shortly.

Payments in respect of ANC and BPS have issued for the years in question and for 2020. 
Balancing payments under both these schemes are due to commence in early December.

26/11/2020WRV03100Livestock Issues

26/11/2020WRV03200417. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 1019 of 29 September 2020 and other parliamentary 
questions on the same issue, the progress in completing DNA tests and registration of animals 
under herd number (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39445/20]

26/11/2020WRV03300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department officials have made great progress in addressing problem of unregistered cattle in 
this herd. The results of DNA tests have been returned for a number of animals and, as a result, 
a number of animals have been registered. 

My officials are still awaiting on some DNA results to be finalised and, once known, the 
relevant registrations will may be completed. When these registrations have been finalised, 
consideration will be given to the possibility of lifting the suspension of the herd. 

26/11/2020WRV03400Food Wise 2025 Strategy

26/11/2020WRV03500418. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if it is planned that the new agrifood strategy to 2030, which has recently been the subject of 
public consultation, will replace the current Food Wise 2025 strategy; if so, the reason the Food 
Wise 2025 strategy is being withdrawn five years early; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39448/20]

26/11/2020WRV03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
agri-food sector has been well served over the last 20 years by having a series of stakeholder 
strategies to guide its development. The first of these strategies was published in 2000. All of 
the strategies have had a ten-year horizon, revisited every five years:

-  Agri Food 2010 was published in 2000

-  Agri Vision 2015 was published in 2005

-  Food Harvest 2020 was published in 2010

-  Food Wise 2025 was published in 2015.

Food Wise 2025 is the current 10 year strategy for the Irish agri-food sector. Agreed by 
stakeholders and adopted by the Government, it underlines the sector’s unique and special posi-
tion within the Irish economy and illustrates the potential for further development.  The targets 
and actions in the Food Wise Report are monitored and reviewed on an ongoing basis. The Food 
Wise High Level Implementation Committee, chaired by myself, meets regularly to review and  
monitor these actions and ongoing developments in the sector. 
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Preparations are underway for the next strategy for the agri-food sector to 2030.  A public 
consultation was launched in July 2019 to ascertain the views on the direction of the sector to 
2030 and a national stakeholder consultation event was held in October 2019.  A stakeholder 
committee was established in November 2019, tasked with incorporating the outcomes of these 
consultations in developing the next agri-food strategy to 2030.  

The Committee’s terms of reference are to outline the vision and key objectives, with as-
sociated actions, required to ensure the economic, environmental and social sustainability of 
the agri-food sector in the decade ahead. While there has been some delay in the process arising 
from the pandemic, the Committee are scheduled to finish their deliberations shortly. 

26/11/2020WRV03700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

26/11/2020WRV03800419. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if a follow-up round of the Covid-19 stability fund for community and voluntary, charity and 
social enterprises will be introduced; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39436/20]

26/11/2020WRV03900Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Government is aware of the challenges facing community and voluntary 
organisations and is committed to working closely with the sector in managing through these, 
recognising that it will require a whole of Government approach.

The Community and Voluntary Sector Covid-19 Stability Fund was intended to be a target-
ed once-off cash injection for organisations and groups currently delivering critical front-line 
services to the most at need in our society and in danger of imminent closure due to lost fund-
raised or traded income as a direct result of restrictions to counter the spread of COVID-19. The 
criteria of the scheme stated that any grants awarded would be dependent on the need identified 
and organisations approved for funding were prioritised on that basis.

This fund is providing up to €35million of funding through the Dormant Accounts Fund 
(DAF) and the criteria align with DAF objectives to support:

1.The personal and social development of persons who are economically or socially disad-
vantaged; or

2.The educational development of persons who are educationally disadvantaged; or

3.Persons with a disability.

My Department received 1,060 applications during the application periods. To date, fund-
ing of €30,990,956 has been allocated to 590 organisations. This funding is now supporting the 
delivery of many critical front line services in every part of the country. Though the fund is now 
closed to new applications, additional checks are continuing on a small number of applications 
and remaining outcomes will be communicated on an individual basis as decisions are finalised.  
In addition I will shortly be making an announcement about my plans for the distribution of the 
additional €10M in funding provided through Budget 2020.

Lists of successful applicants are available on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/
publication/3957e-covid-19-stability-fund-successful-applicants/.

26/11/2020WRV04000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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26/11/2020WRV04100420. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if there are further plans to provide funding for volunteer community groups that have seen 
their fundraising efforts largely cease as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. [39375/20]

26/11/2020WRV04200Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Government is aware of the challenges facing community and voluntary 
organisations and is committed to working closely with the sector in managing through these, 
recognising that it will require a whole of Government approach.

The Community and Voluntary Sector Covid-19 Stability Fund was intended to be a target-
ed once-off cash injection for organisations and groups currently delivering critical front-line 
services to the most at need in our society and in danger of imminent closure due to lost fund-
raised or traded income as a direct result of restrictions to counter the spread of COVID-19. The 
criteria of the scheme stated that any grants awarded would be dependent on the need identified 
and organisations approved for funding were prioritised on that basis.

This fund is providing up to €35million of funding through the Dormant Accounts Fund 
(DAF) and the criteria align with DAF objectives to support:

1. The personal and social development of persons who are economically or socially disad-
vantaged; or

2. The educational development of persons who are educationally disadvantaged; or

3. Persons with a disability.

My Department received 1,060 applications during the application periods. To date, fund-
ing of €30,990,956 has been allocated to 590 organisations. This funding is now supporting the 
delivery of many critical front line services in every part of the country. Though the fund is now 
closed to new applications, additional checks are continuing on a small number of applications 
and remaining outcomes will be communicated on an individual basis as decisions are finalised.  
In addition I will shortly be making an announcement about my plans for the distribution of the 
additional €10M in funding provided through Budget 2020.

Lists of successful applicants are available on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/
publication/3957e-covid-19-stability-fund-successful-applicants.


