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Note: Ministerial and Departmental titles have been updated in the Question text in antici-
pation of the relevant Government orders to give legal effect to the Taoiseach’s announcement 
in Dáil Éireann on 27 June 2020.

Questions Nos. 1 to 13, inclusive, answered orally.

Questions Nos. 14 to 22, inclusive, resubmitted.

06/10/2020WRA00600Ministerial Advisers

06/10/2020WRA0070023. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach the number of special advisers allocated to 
him; and the cost of each adviser in salary, expenses and so on. [26651/20]

06/10/2020WRA00800The Taoiseach: The requirement for specialist policy input and advice is a matter for each 
individual Minister to consider having regard to the area of responsibility and the support in 
place in the relevant Departments.

I have put in place a range of appropriate advisory supports to support me in my role as 
Taoiseach and Head of Government. At present there are 6 Special Advisers working in my 
Private Office. These staffing levels are in line with the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform’s Instructions on Ministerial Appointments for the 33rd Dáil.

The make-up of my team currently consists of a Chief of Staff at Deputy Secretary level, a 
Deputy Chief of Staff at Assistant Secretary level, a part-time Economic Adviser at Assistant 
Secretary level, and 3 Special Advisers at Principal Officer level. 

It should be noted that all of the above appointments are subject to Government approval 
over the coming weeks following which relevant contracts including salary scale, statements of 
qualifications and statements of relationship will be laid before the Oireachtas.  

The Special Advisers working in my office provide briefings and advice on a wide range of 
policy matters, as well as performing other functions as I may direct from time to time. They 
liaise with other Special Advisers in each Government Department so that I remain informed on 
developments across Government. In addition they monitor, facilitate and help ensure delivery 
of the Government’s ambitious work programme and commitments set out in the Programme 
for Government. 

As outlined in the Programme for Government, a number of reforms have been imple-
mented in order to ensure openness and constructive cooperation within government. These 
include the establishment of an Office of the Tánaiste and an Office of the Leader of the Green 
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Party within the Department of the Taoiseach, located in Government Buildings. The Special 
Advisers assigned to me will also work closely with their counterparts to ensure cohesion and 
good communication across the Government partners.

Where expenses are incurred by any staff in the performance of duties relating to their brief, 
my Department pays mileage and travel and subsistence at normal civil service rates.

Question No. 24 answered with Question No. 6.

Questions Nos. 25 to 27, inclusive, resubmitted.

Questions Nos. 28 to 34, inclusive, answered orally.

06/10/2020WRB02400Social and Affordable Housing

06/10/2020WRB0250035. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to provide more affordable housing options in the Dublin area and put affordabil-
ity at the heart of the housing system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27750/20]

06/10/2020WRB02600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing is avail-
able to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for Government. 

This is a key priority of mine and since taking Office I have reviewed the situation on the 
ground in terms of supply, progress to date across the affordability measures and options for the 
expansion and acceleration of affordable housing delivery. 

Based on this work, I intend to build on the existing measures such as the Serviced Sites 
Fund of €310 million to support local authorities in providing infrastructure to support the de-
livery of affordable homes on their lands.  With a maximum €50,000 available per home, 6,200 
new homes can be facilitated.  From the overall approved funding of €127m some €74 million 
has been approved for 14 projects across Dublin, and the 4 local authorities have indicated an 
intention to deliver almost 2,200 affordable homes. 

The Government is also committed to driving forward on Cost Rental. I will ensure that the 
three key projects at Enniskerry Road in Stepaside, Emmet Road, Inchicore and Shanganagh 
Castle, Shankill, are accelerated and that further projects are brought forward. In parallel, we 
will finalise the cost rental scheme working with key delivery partners.   

 The Land Development Agency is working with stakeholders in assembling key strategic 
sites in Dublin and other areas. The LDA has a strong development pipeline for social and af-
fordable homes. 

In terms of affordable housing generally, I have confirmed an intention to outline further 
detailed plans in the autumn.

Questions Nos. 36 to 41, inclusive, answered orally.

06/10/2020WRB04700Fire Stations

06/10/2020WRB0480042. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the start date for the construction of the new fire station in New Ross, County Wexford; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [26426/20]
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06/10/2020WRB04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, provid-
ing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

In February 2016, my Department announced a five-year Fire Services Capital Programme 
with an allocation of €40 million, based on an annual €8 million allocation, to be used for the 
purchase of fire appliances and specialist equipment, building or upgrading of prioritised Fire 
Stations, an upgrade of the Communications and Mobilisation system and improvements to 
Training Centres.

The five-year programme proposed the construction/refurbishment of twenty six fire sta-
tions. This included sixteen new builds and ten upgrade/refurbishment projects. The programme 
included a new fire station at New Ross. 

Indeed, Wexford County Council has indicated that New Ross is their number one fire sta-
tion priority. The Council completed a tender process in December 2019, and in March 2020 
my Department received the tender report and cost plan, along with further detail in May 2020. 
My Department is engaging intensively with Wexford County Council on this project and I 
expect a decision to be made in the next month that will allow the Council to progress this im-
portant project to construction.

06/10/2020WRB05000Social and Affordable Housing

06/10/2020WRB0510043. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if the capital advance leasing facility rules will be amended to allow approved housing bodies to 
provide both social and affordable homes particularly when acquiring turnkeys from the private 
sector. [28371/20]

06/10/2020WRB05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Capital Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) provides capital funding to approved housing bod-
ies (of up to 30%) in order to facilitate the construction, refurbishment and acquisition of new 
social housing homes. 

The homes are subsequently provided to local authorities for social housing use under long-
term lease arrangements known as Payment and Availability Agreements.  

In relation to the query raised by the Deputy, there is no consideration at present being given 
to amending CALF to incorporate affordable homes. This funding stream is for delivery of so-
cial housing homes. I would like to make it clear that any funding models that may be advanced 
for the purposes of measures such as affordable purchase or cost rental, would be distinct from, 
and additional to, the CALF facility which will remain ring-fenced for social housing purposes.

With regards to affordable housing, this Government is absolutely committed to ensuring 
that affordable, quality housing solutions are available to everyone in Irish society, and this is 
reflected in the Programme for Government “Our Shared Future”.  The Programme commits to 
putting affordability at the heart of the housing system through the progression of State-backed 
affordable housing, and I will outline further plans in terms of affordable housing later in the 
autumn.
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06/10/2020WRB05300Housing Policy

06/10/2020WRB0540044. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage if he has considered a scheme to encourage the turning of over-the-shop premises 
into housing as a way to revitalise rural communities. [28435/20]

06/10/2020WRB05500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department has introduced a number of initiatives aimed at encour-
aging and facilitating the provision of residential accommodation above existing retail units. 

In December 2018, the Report of the Working Group on the Reuse of Existing Buildings 
and the Bringing Back Homes Manual for the Reuse of Existing Buildings were published. 
The Manual is available to download from my Department’s website.  The relevant weblink is 
below.

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/home-ownership/vacant-homes/vacant-homes

The Manual is aimed at property owners, members of the public, local authorities and 
stakeholders in the construction industry who are interested in developing spaces within vacant 
buildings and bringing them into use for residential purposes.  

The manual complements new planning regulations - the Planning and Development 
(Amendment)(No.2) Regulations 2018 - which came into effect on 8 February 2018 and allow 
for the change of use of certain vacant commercial buildings to domestic use without having 
to go through the planning process. A copy of the Regulations is available on the Irish Statute 
Book and the relevant weblink is below.

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/30/made/en/pdf

A Vacant Homes Unit was established in my Department to drive and co-ordinate actions 
at central and local government levels in addressing vacancy and to support local authorities in 
their actions.  

The Vacant Homes Unit provides support to the Vacant Homes Officers in each of the 31 
local authorities who have been mandated to quickly identify vacancy hotspots, particularly in 
areas where there is a high demand for homes, and to engage with property owners in terms of 
advising them of the opportunities available, including through the Repair and Leasing Scheme 
and the Buy and Renew Scheme, to assist in bringing vacant properties into productive use for 
housing purposes.

I am satisfied that there are a range of measures and supports available to encourage and 
facilitate the provision of residential accommodation including the conversion of vacant com-
mercial spaces over retail units for residential use, and I continue to keep this under review.

06/10/2020WRB05600Special Areas of Conservation

06/10/2020WRB0570045. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he is satisfied with the way in which the management plan for SPA and SAC the 
Gearagh, County Cork, is progressing; the next stage regarding same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27425/20]

06/10/2020WRB05800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): My Department’s National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
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completed and published detailed site-specific conservation objectives for the Gearagh SAC 
(000108) in September 2016.  

A management plan scoping exercise was undertaken by ESB International on behalf of the 
ESB (who are the main landowner) in 2016/2017. The NPWS took part in the stakeholder group 
that contributed to the report produced as a result of that exercise. 

Under the Habitats Directive, Ireland reports to the EU on the conservation status of all 
habitats and species of European Community interest, as listed in Annexes to the Directive. 
Such scientific assessment is carried out on a range of representative sites, both within and out-
side SACs, over a 6–year cycle. The most recent report was submitted to the EU in 2019 and is 
available on the NPWS website.

 Two of the listed habitats were surveyed in recent times at the Gearagh. 

The priority habitat “Alluvial forests with Alder and Ash” is one of the qualifying interests 
of the Gearagh SAC and a monitoring site for this habitat is located within the SAC. It was 
most recently surveyed during the 2017-2018 monitoring period. The area, structure and func-
tions, and future prospects of the SAC were all assessed as favourable. No significant negative 
impacts on the Alluvial forests habitat were recorded. The overall conservation status of the site 
was assessed as favourable.

This contrasts with the national conservation status of the Alluvial forests habitat in Ireland, 
which is considered to be bad, and deteriorating.

The Gearagh SAC is also listed for the habitat “Rivers with muddy banks” which has certain 
characteristic vegetation. The Gearagh was surveyed  in  2018 and in addition to the survey, re-
sults of a 2018 botanical survey of the Gearagh were made available to the NPWS by the ESB. 

The habitat was assessed as favourable in the Gearagh and at national level.

There is one invasive plant species (Tall Flatsedge) that requires monitoring at the Gearagh, 
but there is no clear evidence that the species is negatively impacting on the habitat. 

These positive findings from scientific survey are indicators of a good management regime.

  Questions Nos. 46 and 47 answered with Question No. 39.

06/10/2020WRC00200Homelessness Strategy

06/10/2020WRC0030048. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if a restoration of the eviction moratorium will be supported in view of the most up-to-date 
homelessness figures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28554/20]

06/10/2020WRC00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 provided for a temporary 
moratorium on tenancy terminations, other than in exceptional and limited cases, and on all in-
creases in rent during the emergency period from 27 March to 1 August 2020.  The emergency 
measures aimed to assist in restricting the movement of people to suppress the spread of Co-
vid-19 and applied to all tenants, irrespective of their financial circumstances.

While this Act did have a positive impact in reducing the numbers presenting as homeless, 
the landlord’s right to terminate a tenancy on the grounds in the Residential Tenancies Act was 
temporarily limited in a bid to suppress the spread of Covid-19.
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The Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act  2020 targets enhanced protections to the most 
vulnerable tenants until 10 January 2021 and respects the constitutionally protected property 
rights of landlords. As we learn to live with Covid-19, these provisions enable the residential 
rental sector to resume activity in as near as normal manner as possible.

With effect from 1 August 2020, the Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act 2020 intro-
duced protections for those tenants who are facing rent arrears and, as a result, are at risk of 
losing their tenancy. If a tenant’s ability to pay rent has been impacted by Covid-19 and the 
tenant meets specific criteria, new procedures and protections apply. Tenants who follow these 
procedures cannot be required to vacate their rental accommodation before 11 January 2021, 
and are not required to pay any rent increase in respect of the period ending 10 January 2021.

In all other cases, a landlord can again serve a notice of termination. For example, some 
landlords might need to occupy their rented dwelling or to sell it, possibly on foot of Covid-19.

These protections are having a significant effect on the level of tenancy termination.  Of the 
844 notices of arrears issued since the protections were enacted on 1st August, less than one 
in four has led to a notice of termination being issued.  One in five tenants has availed of the 
protections available under the act and their tenancies cannot be terminated before 11th January 
next year.  The remaining 487 tenancies, representing over 57% of all those who received the 
28 day arrears notice, have not received any notice of termination.  Engagement with MABS, 
access to rent supplement and direct contact between landlord and tenant has addressed a sig-
nificant number of issues associated with rent arrears.

In addition, the protections introduced in 2019 are also having a positive effect.  Since the 
RTB was empowered to initiate sanctions against landlords it has processed information in 
relation to 704 tenancies and this has led to it commencing investigations of 191 instances of 
improper conduct by landlords.  

Any further measures with regard to restricting tenancy terminations  will be informed by 
the extent to which restrictions of movement introduced on public health grounds under the 
Governments Resilience & Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with Covid-19  are of such a 
nature as to inhibit the normal functioning of the rental market.

06/10/2020WRC00500Defective Building Materials

06/10/2020WRC0060049. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if provision will be made in budget 2021 for a latent defects redress scheme. [28368/20]

06/10/2020WRC00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the very stressful circumstances which owners and resi-
dents face when their homes are affected by construction defects. 

In general, building defects are matters for resolution between the contracting parties in-
volved, the homeowner, the builder, the developer and/or their respective insurers, structural 
guarantee or warranty scheme. 

However, the Programme for Government 2020 (PFG) sets out a number of commitments in 
respect of the important policy area of defects which my Department is actively engaging with 
all key stakeholders on. 

The remediation of dwellings affected by reactive pyrite in hardcore and defective concrete 
blocks is a priority in the PFG. By end of 2020, approximately €150 million will have been 
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spent remediating some 2200 dwellings since 2014. I have recently extended the pyrite reme-
diation scheme to include the administrative area of Limerick City and County Council.

The Defective Concrete Blocks Grants Scheme opened for applications at the end of June, 
2020 and applications received to date are being processed by Donegal and Mayo County 
Councils. 

In relation to other housing defects, I met with a number of stakeholder representative 
groups in July and again last week. My Department is currently preparing to set up the struc-
tures to examine the issue of defective housing, in line with the commitment in the programme 
for government.

06/10/2020WRC00800Planning Issues

06/10/2020WRC0090050. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if his attention has been drawn to concerns about alleged planning irregularities in Wicklow 
County Council; his plans to investigate same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28334/20]

06/10/2020WRC01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department has received correspondence relating to a number 
of allegations regarding certain matters in County Wicklow. An assessment and analysis have 
been carried out of the various allegations raised. 

It should be noted that some of the matters raised in the correspondence have been the 
subject of previous reviews or investigative processes by a person with suitable expertise or 
an appropriate statutory body external to Wicklow County Council.  In addition, some of the 
associated cases have, appropriately, been the subject of statutory appeals in relation to certain 
planning decisions.

I must also advise the Deputy that under Section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 
2000, as amended, I am precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to any par-
ticular case with which a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála is or may be involved.

My Department will make a final submission to me of its findings and recommended course 
of action in relation to the various allegations in due course.

06/10/2020WRC01100Local Authority Housing

06/10/2020WRC0120051. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his views on the fact that persons have been on the housing waiting list for two decades, that 
more than 68,000 persons and families are on housing waiting lists and that more than 8,700 
persons are in emergency homelessness accommodation; and his plans to tackle the housing 
emergency. [27755/20]

06/10/2020WRC01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Over the past three years (2016-2019) the number of social homes delivered in Ireland has 
grown from 5,714 in 2016 to more than 10,000 in 2019. The number of new build homes has 
more than doubled from 2,965 to over 6,000 over the same period. In addition, almost 70,000 
households have been supported in their homes through HAP/RAS.

The effect of these measures can be demonstrated through their effect on waiting lists over 
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the same period.  The most recent Summary of Social Housing Assessments (June 2019) shows 
a decrease of 3,165 households or 4.4% on the last assessment in June 2018. More tellingly the 
numbers have decreased from 91,600 to 68,693, a reduction of 25%.

I published the August Homeless Report on Friday. The report showed a total of 8,702 in-
dividuals in emergency accommodation including, 6,082 adults, and 1,120 families with 2,620 
dependents associated with the families.  This represented a reduction of 26 people from July. 

Since the introduction of the COVID response, we’ve seen a significant reduction in the 
numbers of families in emergency accommodation, with nearly 500 fewer families in emer-
gency accommodation since February.

The Programme for Governments commits to delivering an additional 50,000 social homes 
over the coming five years and I will outline further plans in terms of affordable housing later 
in the Autumn.

06/10/2020WRC01400Fire Service

06/10/2020WRC0150052. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if his attention has been drawn to concerns about recruitment and retention within the retained 
fire service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28333/20]

06/10/2020WRC01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and mainte-
nance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station prem-
ises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Service Acts 1981 and 
2003.  My Department supports fire authorities through general policy setting and preparing 
legislation, providing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other 
related matters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural projects.  

The Fire Service in Ireland is fortunate to have available to it, in the full-time and retained 
cadres of staff at all levels, a large number of professional, competent and highly committed 
personnel. At the moment there are 31 fire authorities which provide fire prevention and fire 
protection services for communities through 27 service delivery structures.  Local authorities 
are the employers of these 3,300 staff engaged at 218 fire stations nationwide, and the Local 
Government Management Agency (LGMA) engages with appropriate staffing representative 
bodies in relation to overall terms of employment.  Fire services issues are managed in my 
Department through its National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management (NDFEM). 

I understand that in large urban areas where there is a full-time service, there remains a high 
level of interest in working in the Fire Service. This is evidenced by the very high number of 
responses to recruitment campaigns, the most recent of which is underway in Cork. This re-
cruitment drive which is encouraging applications from diverse backgrounds with the slogan 
Be the Difference, and has just closed to applications on 25th September last.  It is understood 
however, that the situation outside these areas, with full-time services, can vary. In this regard, 
local authorities and the LGMA continuously monitor the issue of recruitment and retention 
and work on developing strategies to address such issues, involving and briefing the NDFEM 
as appropriate.

A review of fire services in Ireland resulted in the publication of “Keeping Communities 
Safe - A Framework for Fire Safety in Ireland” (KCS) in 2013.  This report was the outcome 
of a wide-ranging review of fire services in Ireland which was undertaken in 2011/12 and was 
endorsed as national policy in early 2013.  It is available on my Department’s website at the 
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following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/migrated-files/en/Publications/Community/
FireandEmergencyServices/FileDownLoad%2C32381%2Cen.pdf

The KCS policy document sets out the overall approach, the methods and the techniques to 
achieve the objective of keeping communities safe from fire. It concluded that local authorities 
were best positioned to continue to provide fire services in Ireland.

Furthermore, an External Validation Group (EVG) commissioned by the Management 
Board of the NDFEM, visited every fire service in the country as part of a new external valida-
tion process arising from implementation of KCS. In April 2016, they published their Report 
titled “Local Delivery - National Consistency”. It concluded that the public are served well by 
fire services in Ireland and that the retained fire service model is seen as a particularly effective, 
flexible and efficient model of community service.  The findings of that process are available on 
my Department’s website at the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/local-government/fire-and-emergency-management/fire-servic-
es-ireland-local-delivery-national.

Nonetheless, it was recognised that fire services, both retained and fulltime,  face significant 
challenges, including tapering down of traditional firefighting activities. 

A follow-up to this process was unfortunately delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, I do expect that work will begin on this in 2021. As part of this process any issues of 
concern raised, which may include the retention and recruitment of retained firefighters would 
be examined in conjunction with local authority employers.

In summary, the broad issue of recruitment and retention in the Fire Service is one that is 
continously monitored by the Management Board of the NDFEM. I would expect that should 
the issue become more problematic in the coming period then the Board will act to address this 
in close consultation with the Local Government sector. The aim as always will be to ensure that 
the entire country continues to be served effectively going forward into the coming decades by 
a Fire Service that is equipped to face and meet the challenges of our rapidly changing society.

06/10/2020WRC01700Housing Assistance Payment

06/10/2020WRC0180053. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his views on the increasing length of time it is taking to process HAP applications; and his fur-
ther views on the impact the delay may be having on tenants. [28367/20]

06/10/2020WRC01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Despite the challenges faced throughout the period of the Covid emergency measures, local 
authorities and the Housing Assistance Payment Shared Service Centre (HAPSSC) have con-
tinued to provide a critical service to all HAP customers. This is evident in the high number 
of HAP tenancies that continued to be set-up this year. The 2020 HAP target is for 15,750 ad-
ditional tenancies and, at the end of Q2 2020, 7,825 HAP tenancies (49% of target) had been 
established.

My Department and local authorities are keenly aware of the importance of minimising 
HAP processing times and the critical need to keep this under review at a local level. My De-
partment has recently communicated this to local authority management through the County 
and City Management Association. 
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Despite difficulties experienced due to Covid-19, local authorities carried out extraordinary 
work during this time.  Unsurprisingly, measures that were required to be taken in the context 
of Covid-19 do, however, appear to have had an impact on HAP processing times, particularly 
in Q2 2020 when average processing time was 40 days. An analysis of more recent data from 
the HAP SSC indicates a reduction on that average processing time in the period July / August 
2020 to 38 days.

It should be acknowledged that any delay in tenants and landlords supplying relevant infor-
mation, or inaccuracies or missing information, will impact on the processing time of the HAP 
application. However, in instances where there are delays at the processing stage within a local 
authority, payment to the landlord will be backdated to the date on which a complete and valid 
application form was received by the local authority. The landlord is, therefore, not penalised 
for any delay.

Through our ongoing engagement with local authorities my Department has stressed the 
need to minimise delays in processing these vital applications to ensure the social housing 
needs of tenants can be met through the HAP scheme where required. My Department is closely 
monitoring this situation and will continue to do so over the coming months.

06/10/2020WRC02000Housing Provision

06/10/2020WRC0210054. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a housing needs analysis will be commissioned for the offshore islands in view of the 
fact that housing has been identified as a major issue by many living on the islands; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [24323/20]

06/10/2020WRC02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department, which is represented on the Interdepartmental Committee for Island Develop-
ment chaired by the Minister of State for the Gaeltacht and Sport, recently wrote to the 5 local 
authorities having inhabited islands within their administrative areas to ascertain the extent 
to which applicants for social housing have indicated a preference for housing on the islands.  
The responses received indicate that, in total, 83 social housing applicant households have ex-
pressed a preference for housing on 12 of the islands off the coast of Counties Cork, Donegal, 
Galway, Kerry and Mayo.  The information returned regarding housing need on the Islands has 
been provided to the Interdepartmental Committee.

The local authorities concerned will have regard to the information on housing need on is-
lands as part of their analysis of overall housing need in their administrative area and it will be 
for them to determine how best to meet it, including the type and location of new social hous-
ing development. My Department remains supportive of all efforts to provide social housing to 
those in need.

06/10/2020WRC02300Social and Affordable Housing

06/10/2020WRC0240055. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of the Galway social housing task force; the number of times the task force 
has met to date; the reports completed to date by same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28457/20]

06/10/2020WRC02500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Galway Social Housing Taskforce is continuing its work in line with its terms of reference, 
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with four meetings to date in 2020, following on from the four held in 2019. The Taskforce re-
mains strongly committed to working to improve and accelerate social housing delivery in both 
the Galway local authority areas.

The Galway Councils have a combined target of just over 2,000 social housing homes to be 
delivered through build, acquisitions and leasing in the period 2018 to 2021. 

The construction of new social homes has ramped up significantly, with 278 homes being 
delivered in 2019, a substantial increase on the 100 delivered in 2018. An overview of con-
struction activity in each local authority is detailed in the Social Housing Construction Status 
Report, which provides scheme level detail on new build activity in all local authorities includ-
ing Galway City and County. The most recent publication covers the period up to the end of 
Q4 2019 and is available on the Rebuilding Ireland website at the following link: https://re-
buildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-report-
for-q4-2019-2/. The Q1/Q2 2020 report will be published soon.

The Chair of the Taskforce provided an update on its work earlier this year and confirmed 
that both local authorities were intensively involved in the Taskforce’s work and that it is pro-
viding them with an important opportunity for direct, roundtable dialogue with my Department, 
the Housing Agency and the Approved Housing Body sector, so that each Galway authority 
can be supported in building the momentum essential for expanded delivery. Taking RAS and 
HAP into account, they delivered over 1,400 solutions for families and individuals on the social 
housing waits lists in the City and County in 2019, up from almost 1,100 in 2018.

I expect a further report from the Taskforce Chair at the end of this year and I understand 
also that the Chief Executives of both authorities report to their Councils on the work of the 
Taskforce following each meeting.

06/10/2020WRC02600Water Quality

06/10/2020WRC0270056. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will report on the role of the EPA in ensuring water quality on Achill Island; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25165/20]

06/10/2020WRC02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the supervisory authority for public water sup-
plies in Ireland. Irish Water is responsible for monitoring the quality of public water supplies 
while local authorities are responsible for monitoring the quality of water provided by other 
suppliers.  The role of the EPA in relation to public drinking water supplies is set out in the 
European Union (Drinking Water) Regulations 2014 (as amended).  

Under these regulations, the EPA can direct Irish Water to improve the management or qual-
ity of a public water supply. The regulations also require Irish Water to notify the EPA of drink-
ing water quality failures or risk to public health from a public water supply.

In their role as the supervisory authority, the EPA also carries out audits of public water 
supplies. These audits are an important way of checking how water suppliers are performing 
in compliance with Drinking Water Regulations and examine a number of areas including the 
water source, the water treatment works, management of the distribution system, sampling and 
analytical methods used and consumer contacts.

Where the EPA requires Irish Water to take corrective action to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of a supply, it may place the supply on the EPA’s Remedial Action List (RAL). The RAL is 
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a register of public water supplies with the most serious deficiencies and where remedial action 
is required to ensure compliance with the requirements of the Drinking Water Regulations. The 
EPA uses the RAL to focus attention on resolving any deficiencies in public water supplies in 
order to ensure a supply of clean and wholesome drinking water.

For the supplies on the RAL, the EPA will instruct Irish Water to submit an action pro-
gramme for the improvement of each of these water supplies and where action programmes 
have not been prepared or implemented to the satisfaction of the EPA, it will implement en-
forcement proceedings. This includes issuing legally binding Directions requiring specific work 
to be carried out to ensure the safety and security of a water supply and ultimately the EPA may 
take court action, when necessary and in accordance with its enforcement policy.

The EPA also produces an annual Public Supply Drinking Water Report and Private Supply 
Drinking Water Report, which provide an overview of the quality of drinking water in public 
and private supplies. The reports are based on the assessment of monitoring results reported to 
the EPA by Irish Water and the local authorities, and on EPA and local authority enforcement 
activities. 

The EPA’s latest report ‘Drinking Water Quality in Public Supplies 2019’ published in July, 
shows that overall our water supplies are safe, with over 99% of water samples complying with 
safety limits. The report also highlights a further reduction in the number of supplies on the 
EPA’s remedial action list. Copies of the EPA’s Drinking Water Reports for Public Supplies and 
Private Water Supplies are available on the EPA website at https://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/
water/drinking/ and in the Oireachtas library.

While the quality of our drinking water supplies remains very high, the EPA has also set out 
the risks and challenges that remain, with Irish Water also recognising that “much more remains 
to be done”.  Our entire water system needs substantial and sustained investment over a number 
of investment cycles to fully improve performance and resilience.  Investment will also need to 
deliver new water capacity for our growing population and to deal with the increasing impacts 
of climate change.  

Prioritising the order of this work, and the associated investment, involves ongoing engage-
ment between Irish Water and its regulators (the EPA and Irish Water’s economic regulator, 
the Commission for the Regulation of Utilities) to ensure an effective and efficient delivery of 
necessary water quality outcomes and to improve overall water-system resilience.

06/10/2020WRC02900Direct Provision System

06/10/2020WRC0300057. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he has been consulted on the role his Department can play in ending direct provision. 
[28325/20]

06/10/2020WRC03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The housing of people who arrive in Ireland seeking asylum is a matter for the Department of 
Justice and Equality who are obliged through EU and international laws to provide shelter and 
subsistence to anyone who claims asylum until their claim has been determined. Once their 
claim has been determined, those who obtain leave to remain in the State have the same rights 
to apply for social housing as all Irish citizens.

In 2019, my Department was represented on an Inter-Departmental Group on Direct Provi-
sion which was established by the Department of Justice and Equality to review the implemen-
tation of the State’s obligations under the EU Directive 2013/33/EU, European Union (recast) 
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Receptions Conditions Directive, (the ‘Directive’) and to consider the Direct Provision services 
offered to applicants while their applications are being assessed.

In December 2019 the Minister for Justice and Equality announced the establishment of the 
Expert Group on the Provision of Support, including Accommodation, to Persons in the Inter-
national Protection Process (Asylum   Seekers), also known as the Advisory Group on Direct 
Provision. My Department was among those invited to meet with the Advisory Group during 
the course of their work this year and has provided submissions to the Advisory Group on issues 
of relevance to their work.

My Department, together with the City and County Manager’s Association and local au-
thorities, continues to work closely with the Department of Justice and Equality to ensure those 
who have leave to remain are assisted to move on from direct provision accommodation.

06/10/2020WRC03200Local Authority Funding

06/10/2020WRC0330058. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans regarding local government budgetary shortfalls in Louth County Council 
due to Covid-19, rising local government costs and costs on servicing landbank loans; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28475/20]

06/10/2020WRC0340080. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the financial packages that will be put in place to support Cork city and county councils to 
offset the financial deficits they are facing. [28332/20]

06/10/2020WRC03500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 58 and 80 together.

My Department is engaging with representatives of the local government sector and the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform on the financial challenges facing local authorities 
as a direct consequence of the pandemic, both in terms of additional costs incurred as part of the 
local government response and reductions in some local authority income streams. These mat-
ters are under active consideration in my Department.  Local authorities have been requested 
to capture all related costs in their financial systems to aid financial analysis of the impact of 
Covid-19 on the local government sector.

In order to support the sector generally, my Department continues to keep income, expen-
diture and cash flow under review and will continue to work with all local authorities, both 
collectively and individually, on issues arising.   

To support both the sector and the business community, €600m has been allocated by Gov-
ernment, as part of the July Stimulus package, to fund the cost of a waiver of commercial rates 
for six months for eligible businesses badly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. This takes 
the form of a credit in lieu of rates. 

It is important to take account of the important role of elected members in the financial af-
fairs of local authorities. The elected members have direct responsibility in law for all reserved 
functions of the authority, which includes adopting the annual budget and authorising bor-
rowing. The Local Government Act 2001 requires that local authorities prepare their annual 
budgets in a statutory format. This format requires that budgeted expenditure equals budgeted 
income. The cost of servicing any existing loans must also be included in the annual budget and 
it is a matter for the local authority to engage with lenders on the cost of servicing such loans.
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06/10/2020WRC03600National Parks and Wildlife Service

06/10/2020WRC0370059. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the timeline for the review of the National Parks and Wildlife Service; his priorities in 
respect of the service in budget 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28228/20]

06/10/2020WRC03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There is a commitment in the Programme for Government to review the remit, status and fund-
ing of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) to ensure that it is playing an effective 
role in delivering its overall mandate and enforcement role in the protection of wildlife. To 
this end, I engaged with my officials in the National Parks and Wildlife Service to discuss the 
review and am currently considering options with regard to the proposed review, including the 
methodology, outline terms of reference, timeline for consultations with stakeholders and its 
overall completion.

Budget 2021 is currently being deliberated upon by Government. My priority for the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service, first and foremost, is the continued investment measures to 
protect our habitats, landscapes and wildlife and for the development and operations of our Na-
tional Parks and Nature Reserves.  As I informed the Deputy in response to her parliamentary 
question on the 22nd July 2020, I am of course mindful of the need to focus on the core respon-
sibilities relating to the management of the existing Parks and Reserves lands; the Departmental 
focuses on conservation objectives for Natura 2000 sites and funding for this is paramount.

06/10/2020WRC03900Planning Issues

06/10/2020WRC0400060. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when his Department will issue a circular to planning authorities arising from the Flemish 
decree judgment of the European Court; the effect this judgment will have on Irish planning 
practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28224/20]

06/10/2020WRC04100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Rural Housing 2005, planning 
authorities are required to frame the planning policies in their development plans in a balanced 
and measured way that ensures the housing needs of rural communities are met, while avoiding 
excessive urban-generated housing.

The National Planning Framework (the NPF) provides an important strategic basis for inter-
preting the 2005 Guidelines.  National Policy Objective (NPO) 15 of the NPF fully supports the 
concept of the sustainable development of rural areas by encouraging growth and arresting de-
cline in areas that have experienced low population growth or decline in recent decades, while 
simultaneously indicating the need to manage certain areas around cities and towns.

The 2005 Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines are framed in the context of the National 
Spatial Strategy (NSS) 2002.  Given the superseding of the NSS by the National Planning 
Framework (NPF) in 2018, together with the long-standing need to address the implications of 
the 2013 European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, the Sustainable Rural 
Housing Guidelines require updating, in a broader rural development and settlement context.  
My Department has commenced scoping this work and I expect a draft by the end of this year.

06/10/2020WRC04200Land Development Agency
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06/10/2020WRC0430061. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of projects under construction or planning for Cork under the Land Develop-
ment Agency; and the locations of same. [28331/20]

06/10/2020WRC04400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim basis in September 2018, 
by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Government Services (Corporate 
Bodies) Act 1971, pending the enactment of primary legislation when it will be established as 
a commercial State agency. 

On establishment, the Agency had access to an initial tranche of 9 sites including St. Kevin’s 
Hospital in Cork. Based on information provided by the LDA to my Department, I can confirm 
that the LDA is currently progressing the 14 acre site at St. Kevin’s which will provide approxi-
mately 270 homes. It is now at preplanning stage with An Bórd Pleanála and it is envisaged that 
a planning application will be lodged before the end of 2020.

06/10/2020WRC04500Home Loan Scheme

06/10/2020WRC0460062. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his plans to expand the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme to include the refurbishment 
costs in addition to the capital costs of the house; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[26864/20]

06/10/2020WRC0470088. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme will be extended to include the refurbishment 
cost in addition to the capital cost of the house; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28420/20]

06/10/2020WRC04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 62 and 88 together.

Following a review of the two existing local authority home loan schemes, the House Pur-
chase Loan and the Home Choice Loan, a new loan offering was introduced, from 1 February 
2018, known as the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.  In line with the previous schemes, the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is designed to enable credit worthy first time buyers to access 
sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price 
range, or to self build; it does not include undertaking renovation projects.  I have no plans to 
change this requirement at present.

06/10/2020WRC04900Special Areas of Conservation

06/10/2020WRC0500063. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the outstanding issues in respect of the lack of designation of special areas of con-
servation here and the consequences of biodiversity loss as a result will be addressed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28227/20]

06/10/2020WRC05100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Ireland is required under the EU Habitats Directive, as well as all other Member States, to 
depute Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) for the protection of endangered habitats and 
species as listed in the Directive.  Sites are evaluated by National Parks and Wildlife Service 
scientific staff before being proposed. Where lands are being proposed, each landowner is no-
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tified in writing and is sent an information pack on the relevant site. A three-month period is 
provided for lodging an objection to a proposed designation.

Following the conclusion of the notification and objections process, the European Commis-
sion is advised of sites to be adopted as Sites of Community Importance. The Commission has 
adopted 439 Irish Special Area of Conservation sites as Sites of Community Importance.  Fol-
lowing the adoption of sites as Sites of Community Importance, that process is then completed 
with the signing of a Statutory Instrument in respect of each site.  

Statutory Instruments have been signed, to date, in respect of  276 Special Areas of Conser-
vation. These Statutory Instrument may be viewed at http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/statu-
tory.html.

Each Statutory Instrument sets out the Qualifying Interests of the site, i.e. the species and/or 
habitats for which the site is protected and the activities requiring consent by the relevant public 
authority. Once a site has been formally underpinned by Statutory Instrument, landowners are 
notified of the designation.  Advertisements relating to the designation are placed in local and/
or national newspapers and are broadcast on local and/or national radio.  

Special Area of Conservation sites are legally protected under the European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 from the time that they are publicly proposed. 
All 439 Special Area of Conservation sites are so protected.

My Department is responsible for the implementation of a range of legislation and policy 
relating to biodiversity and nature in Ireland and is the lead authority for the National Biodi-
versity Action Plan. The current National Biodiversity Action Plan, Ireland’s 3rd, runs from 
2017 to 2021 and captures the objectives, targets and actions for biodiversity to be undertaken 
by a wide range of government, civil society and private sectors to achieve Ireland’s Vision for 
Biodiversity. The Plan is an all-of-Government document and progress is monitored through 
the Biodiversity Working Group, which meets at least twice a year, and also by an independent 
advisory group, the Biodiversity Forum. 

An interim review of the Plan was published in February and may be viewed at https://www.
npws.ie/legislation/national-biodiversity-plan.

The findings of this review will, along with the outcomes of the discussions around a new 
post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, inform the development of Ireland’s next National 
Biodiversity Action Plan.

06/10/2020WRC05200Housing Provision

06/10/2020WRC0530064. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if his attention has been drawn to the acute housing shortage in County Mayo; the 
steps that will be taken in 2020 to address the issue; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28465/20]

06/10/2020WRC05400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): A 
key commitment of the Programme for Government “Our Shared Future” is ensuring that af-
fordable, quality homes are available to everyone in Irish society.

The 2019 Summary of Social Housing Assesssments shows that 1,205 households are quali-
fied for social housing support from Mayo County Council, which represents a decrease of 37% 
since 2016. My Department has been working hard with all stakeholders to ensure the supply of 
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social housing can be increased using a broad range of programmes under Build, Acquisition, 
Lease, the Housing Assistance Payment and the Rental Accommodation Scheme. 

My Department has assisted in the delivery of 2,500 social housing homes in County Mayo 
under Build, Acquisition and Leasing since 2016. At end June 2020, there were 1,327 house-
holds actively in receipt of HAP support in County Mayo. 

The pipeline for future delivery in the County Mayo is strong with approximately 400 
homes due to be delivered before the end of 2021. It is expected that additional units that are 
not captured on the pipeline, under the acquisition, part V and voids programmes, will also be 
delivered.

06/10/2020WRC05500Social and Affordable Housing

06/10/2020WRC0560065. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when the review of income eligibility limits for social housing will be finalised; if it will 
be ensured that limits for areas such as counties Cavan and Monaghan will be improved as a 
matter of urgency due to the unrealistic limits applicable at present; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28447/20]

06/10/2020WRC05700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.  Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net 
income for social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, 
PRSI, Universal Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within the meaning of Finan-
cial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. The Policy provides for a range of 
income disregards, and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that 
is temporary, short-term or once-off in nature.

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10%; and 2.5% for each child, subject to 
a maximum allowance under this category of 10%.  The income bands and the authority area 
assigned to each band were based on an assessment of the income needed to provide for a 
household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of the local rental cost of housing accom-
modation across the country. It is important to note that the limits introduced at that time also 
reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to the new system coming into opera-
tion, in order to broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn, both promoting 
sustainable communities and also providing a degree of future-proofing.  Given the cost to the 
State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to direct resources to those 
most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility requirements generally 
achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying those households facing 
the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from their own resources.  How-
ever, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility for so-
cial housing supports in each local authority area is under way. The review will also have regard 
to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and will be 
completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.

06/10/2020WRC05800Social and Affordable Housing
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06/10/2020WRC0590066. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the precise targets he has identified in respect of the provision of local authority afford-
able housing to meet the ever pressing needs of those on local authority housing lists and others 
whose incomes are insufficient to purchase a house on the open market; the extent to which he 
expects to purchase houses on the market to meet this requirement; the number of houses to be 
built for the local authorities in the next five years; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28440/20]

06/10/2020WRC06000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing solutions 
are available to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for Government, 
“Our Shared Future”. The Programme commits to putting affordability at the heart of the hous-
ing system through the progression of State-backed affordable housing.  

In terms of affordable housing for purchase, the statutory basis for the delivery of afford-
able new housing for purchase on local authority lands is Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2009, which was commenced in June 2018.

Under my Department’s Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), €310 million has been allocated to pro-
vide infrastructure to support the delivery of more affordable new homes for purchase or rent in 
those areas where local authorities have identified an affordability challenge and the viability to 
deliver homes and below open market purchase prices.  Funding under the SSF is available for 
new-build homes on local authority land.  With a maximum of €50,000 funding available per 
home, at least 6,200 more affordable homes, to buy or rent, can be facilitated.  To date, Serviced 
Sites funding of €127 million has been approved in principle in support of 35 projects in 14 lo-
cal authority areas, which will assist in the delivery of almost 3,200 affordable homes.

In relation to the rental sector, the Programme for Government also commits to improving 
security and affordability for renters. To help achieve that, we are developing a Cost Rental 
model for delivery of housing that creates affordability for tenants and a sustainable model for 
construction and management of homes. Cost Rental is housing where the rents charged cover 
the cost of delivering, managing, and maintaining the homes only. Cost Rental is not intended 
to overlap with or replace traditional social housing for low-income households. 

Work to outline the consistent and sustainable delivery of Cost Rental at scale is underway 
through an inter-departmental multi-agency Cost Rental Working Group, and is being assisted 
by an external research project sponsored by the European Investment Bank on behalf of my 
Department.  Furthermore, three initial Cost Rental projects are already being progressed, in-
cluding 50 units at Enniskerry Road in Stepaside, that is currently under construction, while sites 
at Emmet Road, Inchicore (the former St Michael’s Estate) and Shanganagh Castle, Shankill, 
are at the design phase.  

In addition, the Land Development Agency (LDA) is examining the potential to deliver 
Cost Rental homes at scale from its initial portfolio of eight sites and the broader State land 
bank. My Department is working closely with the LDA in relation to policy development, with 
the aim of assisting the LDA in its development of Cost Rental projects.

Cost Rental will help the LDA to fulfil the Public Lands Affordability Requirement, the 
Government’s decision that at least 30% of the housing potential of surplus State lands should 
be delivered as affordable housing.

 Other measures such as the Help to Buy Scheme and the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan are 
also available to eligible purchasers nationally to make home ownership more affordable.  As 
part of the €7 billion July stimulus plan, an enhanced version of the Help-to-Buy scheme was 
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announced. This will allow first-time buyers purchasing a newly-built home – or building one 
themselves – to claim back up to €30,000 paid in income tax and DIRT on bank deposit interest 
over the last four years. Full details of the Help to Buy initiative are available at https://www.
revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-buy-incentive/index.aspx.

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is a Government-backed mortgage which is for first-
time-buyers nationwide to purchase a new or second-hand home or to self-build.  This scheme 
offers loans on competitive terms to those who are unable to secure a commercial bank loan.  
Full details of the scheme are available at http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie.

In terms of affordable housing more generally, I will outline my detailed plans in the near 
future, taking account of progress to date under the SSF, experience from these Cost Rental 
pilots, a number of other measures, as well as the input of key delivery partners.

  Question No. 67 answered with Question No. 34.

06/10/2020WRD00200Water Pollution

06/10/2020WRD0030068. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the status of his engagement with Irish Water on the matter of pollution on the 
south Dublin coast; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28433/20]

06/10/2020WRD00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water’s primary 
function is to provide clean safe drinking water to customers and to treat and return wastewater 
safely to the environment. 

It is recognised that our waste water networks require ongoing and sustained investment 
to bring these up to the required standard of treatment; to deal with population growth; and to 
adapt to the impacts of climate change. In this regard, significant investment in waste water 
infrastructure continues and is provided for in the Irish Water Strategic Funding Plan. It is esti-
mated that €1.9bn will be invested in waste water projects between 2019 to 2024. 

In relation to Dublin Bay, the EPA has classified the water quality as ‘good’ under the wa-
ter framework directive for the period 2013 to 2018, an improvement on the ‘moderate’ status 
achieved during the 2007 to 2009 period.

The EPA’s most recent bathing water quality report, released earlier this year, also highlights 
the encouraging progress being made in improving bathing waters across the country and I was 
particularly pleased to see the continual increase in the number of bathing waters meeting or 
exceeding the minimum water quality requirements.

However, there are instances of bathing water quality issues in some specific areas of Dublin 
Bay, with Merrion Strand recently delisted as a bathing water. There are multi-faceted sources 
of pollution that may be impacting on the bathing water quality in Dublin Bay. This includes 
sewer misconnections to surface water drains and streams, sewer storm water overflows, wild-
life and dog-fouling.  Through a recently created task force, my Department, Dublin City Coun-
cil, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and Irish Water are currently working together 
to diagnose the root-causes and put in place programmes to solve these issues. 

In addition to these pressures, the Ringsend wastewater treatment plant was originally de-
signed and built to treat wastewater for a population equivalent of 1.64 million and is now 
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overloaded. In response, Irish Water is currently undertaking a major upgrade of the plant. This 
upgrade will increase the capacity of the plant to cater for the growing population of the Greater 
Dublin Area and will address compliance with EU law.  Planning permission was granted for 
the project in April 2019, and the project is currently underway. 

Given a legacy of underinvestment in water services infrastructure in Ireland, the scale of 
remedial work necessary in our water system will take a number years and investment cycles 
to fully resolve.  The Government has committed to ambitious funding of Irish Water’s capital 
investment plans for drinking water and wastewater infrastructure on a multi-annual basis.  The 
Government plans to deliver the €8.5 billion funding package committed to in Project Ireland 
2040.

06/10/2020WRD00500Housing Policy

06/10/2020WRD0060069. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his views on the need for cost-rental housing provision in regional towns to accommodate those 
unable to secure a mortgage from a bank or lending facility. [28356/20]

06/10/2020WRD0070091. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if he will address the position of persons whose income is above the threshold for social hous-
ing but not sufficient to secure a mortgage from a bank or lending facility. [28357/20]

06/10/2020WRD00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 69 and 91 together.

This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing so-
lutions are available to everyone in Irish society, and this is reflected in the Programme for 
Government, ‘Our Shared Future’.  We will put affordability at the heart of the housing system 
through the progression of State-backed affordable housing.  To this end, I can confirm that both 
Affordable Purchase and Cost Rental homes will be delivered on State and public lands through 
a number of channels, including by local authorities and the Land Development Agency.

 Under the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), €310 million has been allocated to provide infra-
structure to support the delivery of more affordable homes on local authority lands.  With a 
maximum of €50,000 funding available per home, at least 6,200 more affordable homes, to buy 
or rent, can be facilitated.  To date, Serviced Sites funding of €127 million has been approved in 
principle in support of 35 projects across 14 local authorities which have the capacity to deliver 
3,200 more affordable homes.  Details of these projects can be found at the following links:

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-local-au-
thority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-serviced-sites-fund/  

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-support-
delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/  

In relation to the rental sector, the Programme for Government also commits to the develop-
ment of the Cost Rental model to improve security and affordability for renters. Cost Rental is 
not intended to overlap with or replace traditional social housing for low-income households. It 
is public housing where the rents charged cover the cost of delivering, managing, and maintain-
ing the homes only. 

Work to outline the consistent and sustainable delivery of Cost Rental at scale is being as-
sisted by an external research project sponsored by the European Investment Bank (EIB) on 



6 October 2020

21

behalf of my Department. Furthermore, three initial Cost Rental projects are already being pro-
gressed, including 50 units at Enniskerry Road in Stepaside, that are currently under construc-
tion, while sites at Emmet Road, Inchicore (the former St Michael’s Estate) and Shanganagh 
Castle, Shankill, are at the design phase.  I can also confirm that the Land Development Agency 
is progressing a significant development pipeline including many thousands of both Cost Rental 
and Affordable Purchase homes across a range of its sites. 

Other measures such as the Help to Buy Scheme and the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan are 
also available to eligible purchasers nationally to make home ownership more affordable.  As 
part of the €7 billion July stimulus plan, an enhanced version of the Help-to-Buy scheme was 
announced. This will allow first-time buyers purchasing a newly-built home – or building one 
themselves – to claim back up to €30,000 in income tax paid and DIRT on bank deposit interest 
over the last four years. Full details of the Help to Buy initiative are available at https://www.
revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-buy-incentive/index.aspx.

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is a Government-backed mortgage which is for first-
time-buyers nationwide to purchase a new or second-hand home or to self-build. This scheme 
offers loans on competitive terms to those who are unable to secure a commercial bank loan.  
Full details of the scheme are available at http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie   

In terms of affordable housing more generally, I will outline my detailed plans in the near 
future, taking account of progress to date under the SSF, experience from these Cost Rental 
pilots, a number of other measures, as well as the input of key delivery partners.

06/10/2020WRD00900Social and Affordable Housing

06/10/2020WRD0100070. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the roll-out of a national choice-based letting scheme and website to support 
households accessing the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28235/20]

06/10/2020WRD01100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Choice Based Letting (CBL) is a method whereby available social housing stock is let by being 
openly advertised by local authorities to persons on the social housing waiting list. This allows 
qualified applicants to ‘register an interest’ in available homes. 

Applicants can act on their own initiative to respond to adverts and express an interest in 
dwellings that they would like to live in, rather than waiting for an authority to offer them a 
dwelling. This approach offers more choice and involvement for applicant households in select-
ing a new home, thereby reducing the likelihood of a refusal, and helping to build sustainable 
tenancies and stable communities.  The Social Housing Allocation (Amendment) Regulations 
2016 required all local authorities, if they had not already done so, to provide for CBL as a 
method of allocation for social housing in their allocation schemes by the end of 2016. The 
way in which CBL is implemented, including decisions on which properties are to be offered 
through it, is a matter for the individual authority concerned. However, it must be done in accor-
dance with the relevant regulations and their own scheme of priority.  Given the clear benefits 
offered by CBL, my Department continues to liaise with the local authorities to ensure that it is 
implemented as widely as possible across the country and has undertaken a number of surveys 
in both 2017 and 2018 to determine its uptake and impact.  Data garnered through these surveys 
has shown that over half of all local authorities are operating a CBL system while others are 
in the process of running pilot schemes with a view to wider roll out in their respective areas. 
Of those authorities that are operating CBL the expressed view is that it is having a positive 
effect on how they allocate houses. The data also shows that where CBL is in operation the 
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rate of refusals has dropped.  My Department hosted a workshop on CBL with representatives 
from the local authority sector on 15 November 2019. The aim of the workshop was to bring 
relevant officials from local authorities together and to provide a forum to discuss the potential 
for increasing the use of CBL across the State. The workshop also provided an opportunity to 
those authorities who, for various reasons, are not operating CBL to discuss the issues arising 
for their authorities.  The Programme for Government commits to developing a website to al-
low for CBL on a nationwide basis and my Department is working with the Local Government 
Management Association and the County and City Managers Association to progress this.

06/10/2020WRD01200Homeless Persons Supports

06/10/2020WRD0130071. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the 
number of criteria which each local authority applies with respect to residency for persons look-
ing to access homeless services and support. [28299/20]

06/10/2020WRD01400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of local authorities in addressing 
homelessness at a local level.  Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of homeless 
accommodation and related services rests with individual local authorities.

Under the Housing Act 1988 it is a matter for each local authority to determine whether a 
person is regarded as homeless; section 2 of the Act sets out the requirements in this regard.  
When a household has been assessed as homeless, section 10 of the Housing Act 1988, provides 
that a local authority may provide accommodation and related services to that household.

Any household assessed as homeless may be placed into temporary emergency accommo-
dation without the requirement to undergo a social housing assessment, allowing local authori-
ties the flexibility that is essential to respond quickly and effectively to the various needs of 
cases that may arise.

06/10/2020WRD01500Social and Affordable Housing

06/10/2020WRD0160072. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the issue of councils not accepting for housing supports new applicants who are in 
receipt of Covid-19 payments will be examined. [28551/20]

06/10/2020WRD01700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated Regulations and are applied by all local authorities 
in assessing individual households for support.

The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 prescribe maximum net income limits 
for each local authority, in different bands according to the area concerned, with income being 
defined and assessed according to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations 
do not provide local authorities with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their ad-
ministrative areas.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Univer-



6 October 2020

23

sal Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within the meaning of Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, 
and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-
term or once-off in nature.

My Department is not aware of councils not accepting new applicants for housing sup-
ports that are in receipt of Covid-19 payments but it is aware of queries received from local 
authorities in relation to the treatment of Covid-19 payments in the assessment of income for 
the purposes of social housing support and is in the process of finalising guidance to the sector 
on same.

06/10/2020WRD01800Water and Sewerage Schemes

06/10/2020WRD0190073. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the additional funding not already committed that was allocated in the July stimulus to 
small sewerage schemes in villages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28421/20]

06/10/2020WRD02000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local level.

The Government’s July Stimulus Package included €43m capital funding for investment by 
Irish Water in the leakage reduction programme and capital maintenance works. This invest-
ment is funding works by Irish Water in all 26 counties across both urban and rural areas.

Irish Water is subject to independent economic regulation by the Commission for Regula-
tion of Utilities (CRU). Irish Water brought forward proposals for a Small Towns and Villages 
Growth Programme, as part of its Capital Investment Plan 2020-2024 submitted to the CRU, 
which will support a number of the National Policy Objectives and National Strategic Outcomes 
under the National Planning Framework. The Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme is 
intended to provide water and wastewater growth capacity in smaller settlements which would 
not otherwise be provided for in its Investment Plan to 2024. I understand from Irish Water that 
an allocation of €97.5m for this programme was approved by the CRU. 

Further detail in relation to the breakdown of Irish Water’s capital investment should be 
sought from Irish Water. It may be helpful to note that Irish Water has established a dedicated 
team to deal with representations and queries from public representatives. The team can be 
contacted via email at Oireachtasmembers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 
1890 578 578.

06/10/2020WRD02100Housing Provision

06/10/2020WRD0220074. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his views on the fact that the vast majority of strategic housing developments awaiting 
planning or having received planning are doing little to provide the much-needed affordable 
housing that is required but are for the most part profit-driven developments, often inappro-
priate for the sites in question and, if developed, will be unaffordable for the vast majority of 
those impacted by the ongoing housing crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28543/20]

06/10/2020WRD02300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act, 2016 introduced new 
streamlined arrangements to enable planning applications for Strategic Housing Developments 
of 100 housing units or more, or student accommodation or shared accommodation develop-
ments of 200 bed spaces or more, to be made directly to An Bord Pleanála for determination.

Under Section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, I, as Minister, 
am specifically precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to any particular case 
with which a planning authority or the Board is or may be concerned, except in very specific 
circumstances, which would not apply in this case.

In relation to housing affordability generally, this Government is absolutely committed to 
ensuring that affordable, quality housing solutions are available to everyone in Irish society 
and this is reflected in the Programme for Government “Our Shared Future”.  The Programme 
commits to putting affordability at the heart of the housing system through the progression of 
State-backed affordable housing.

Since taking up Office I have established a High Level Housing Delivery Group of key part-
ners to ensure that delivery is prioritised this year, taking account of the impact of Covid 19.  I 
intend to expand this work to cover the expedited delivery of social and affordable housing over 
the lifetime of the Government. 

In terms of affordable housing more generally, I will outline my detailed plans in the near 
future, taking account of progress to date under the Serviced Sites Fund, experience from three 
Cost Rental pilots, a number of other measures, as well as the input of key delivery partners.

06/10/2020WRD02400Housing Policy

06/10/2020WRD0250075. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his views on the way in which the commitment in the programme for Government to make 
housing a social and economic imperative is possible with a lack of services such as public 
transport in some areas; his plans to provide the communities under his remit with access to 
such services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28462/20]

06/10/2020WRD02600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
have no function in the provision or funding of public transport.

Under the Programme for Government “Our Shared Future”, this Government has commit-
ted to delivering more than 50,000 additional social homes over the coming five years and to 
ensuring that affordable, quality housing solutions are available to working families by putting 
affordability at the heart of the housing system throughout Ireland. 

The focusing of new development at locations proximate to high quality public transport in 
the interest of a sustainable pattern of development is a well-established planning policy prin-
ciple most recently confirmed in the National Strategic Outcomes of sustainable mobility and 
compact growth identified in the National Planning Framework. This reiterates the emphasis 
on the prioritisation of public transport corridors/accessible locations for new development 
that is also clearly supported in our Planning Policy Statement (2015), various National Plan-
ning Guidelines under section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 including the 
Development Plans Guidelines (2007), the Local Area Plans Guidelines 2013 and others. Local 
authorities are obliged to have regard to these principles in performing their planning functions 
including the formulation of the policies of their statutory development plan and in deciding on 
planning application for new housing development.
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06/10/2020WRD02700Social and Affordable Housing

06/10/2020WRD0280076. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of plans to introduce a social housing passport scheme to allow households to 
move from one local authority list to another; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28234/20]

06/10/2020WRD02900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Programme for Government provides for a package of social housing reforms, including 
the introduction of a social housing passport to allow households move from one local authority 
list to another.   

It should be noted that the four Dublin local authorities already co-operate in arrangements 
that enable social housing applicants to apply for housing in one or two of the other Dublin 
authorities simultaneously.  Similar arrangements apply in the two Cork and two Galway local 
authorities.  It is also already possible for households to move and relocate between housing 
authority areas under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme where the household 
income is within the appropriate income limits.  

The issue of providing for wider tenancy movements is being examined and I will look at 
proposals in relation to such wider movement along with the other reform package measures.

06/10/2020WRD03000Wildlife Protection

06/10/2020WRD0310077. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage his views on the historically low level of prosecutions for wildlife crime, said to be only 
90 prosecutions over the past eight years, when compared with an average of 75 prosecutions 
per annum from 1977 to 1987 and the expectation of the principal officer of the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service at that time that there should be at least 200 prosecutions per annum; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25962/20]

06/10/2020WRD03200378. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the position regarding the historically low level of prosecutions for wildlife crime 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28908/20]

06/10/2020WRD03300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 77 and 378 together.

In the period 2012 to date in 2020 some 164 prosecutions were taken by my Department for 
breaches of the Wildlife Acts ranging from illegal deer and hare hunting, the unlawful cutting 
of hedges and vegetation and the poisoning of bird species.  

As well as more senior regionally based officers of the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) of my Department, there are 72 NPWS conservation ranger posts stationed around 
the country who deal with enforcement matters under the Wildlife Acts.  Frontline conserva-
tion rangers are deployed through a regional structure and assignments are determined in light 
of Departmental business needs and priorities. The Department  is currently working with the 
Public Appointments Service (PAS), with a view to establishing  a new  recruitment panel for 
Conservation Rangers.

It is to be noted that it is not only officers of the National Parks and Wildlife Service that 
have a role in relation to wildlife crime.  Officers of An Garda Síochána are also authorised 
under the Wildlife Acts to investigate and prosecute wildlife crimes and additional prosecutions 
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have also been taken by the Gardai in this regard. 

While bringing perpetrators of crime to justice is important, the success of dealing with 
wildlife crime cannot be judged on this alone, as ensuring compliance in the first instance is 
clearly of critical importance.

06/10/2020WRD03400Homeless Persons Supports

06/10/2020WRD0350078. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the implementation plan for family-oriented Housing First by Louth County Council; 
the expected timeframe and resources; if there have been delays in the implementation of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28474/20]

06/10/2020WRD03600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing First enables individuals who have been rough sleeping or have been long term users 
of emergency accommodation, with high levels of complex needs, to obtain permanent secure 
accommodation with the provision of intensive housing and health supports to assist them to 
maintain their tenancies. 

The National Implementation Plan for Housing First was published in September 2018. 
The Plan includes an overall target of 663 tenancies in the period to 2018-2021, including 23 
in Louth County Council. The Plan is a joint initiative of my Department, the Department of 
Health, the HSE and the local authorities. 

Housing First provides permanent housing for rough sleepers and long-term users of emer-
gency accommodation with complex health support needs.  Housing First is not a housing 
solution for homeless families with children. The policy for families and children experiencing 
homelessness is to support the families to identify and secure a tenancy, within the shortest pos-
sible timeframe, utilising the various available social housing supports.

06/10/2020WRD03700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRD0380079. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if a scheme will be put in place for private sector rent write-offs for tenants who have lost in-
come as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. [28323/20]

06/10/2020WRD03900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
With effect from 1 August 2020, the Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act 2020 introduces 
protections for those tenants who are facing rent arrears and, as a result, are at risk of losing 
their tenancy. If a tenant’s ability to pay rent has been impacted by Covid-19 and the tenant 
meets specific criteria, new procedures and protections apply. Tenants who follow these proce-
dures cannot be required to vacate their rental accommodation before 11 January 2021, and are 
not required to pay any rent increase in respect of the period ending 10 January 2021.

My Department has published a guidance document, the Residential Tenancies and Valu-
ation Act 2020: What this Means for Landlords and Tenants, which sets out exactly what is 
expected as the rental protections under the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Co-
vid-19) Act 2020 expire, and provides details on the new protections for tenants in rent arrears 
and the income and other supports available to tenants and landlords.   This guidance document 
clearly explains the new rent arrears procedure for both landlords and tenants facing rent ar-
rears. The Guidance document is available on the Department’s website - www.housing.gov.
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ie - and on the RTB’s website - www.rtb.ie.

The RTB has engaged with stakeholders with regard to the recent tenancy protection en-
hancements and launched a related YouTube video. The RTB also launched targeted advertising 
campaigns informing the public of the enhanced protections and directing people to its website 
for more information. The advertising campaigns ran from 15 April until to 1 August 2020 and 
a mail-shot to tenants and landlords is underway since mid-September.

The RTB and the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) are working with tenants 
in rent arrears to outline the financial supports which may be available to enable the tenant to 
meet their rental obligations to sustain their tenancy.   

The Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act 2020 provides for permanent enhancements to 
tenancy protections that require a landlord to copy the RTB with any written rent arrears warn-
ing notice given to a tenant seeking the payment of all rent arrears within 28 days. The RTB will 
acknowledge receipt to the landlord and tenant and provide the tenant with written information 
to enable them to get advice from the Money Advice and Budgeting Service (MABS) and on 
the income and other supports available. If the tenant agrees, the RTB can help them to engage 
with MABS to resolve their rent arrears and sustain their tenancy.   

Tenants are required to pay rent to their landlord and, in the event of tenants having dif-
ficulty doing so on foot of Covid-19, they are encouraged to engage with their landlords at the 
earliest opportunity.

Tenants facing difficulty in meeting the rental payments should engage with the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP) as income supports such as Rent 
Supplement and Supplementary Welfare Allowances are available to assist them. Further in-
formation on these supports can be found by calling the DEASP Income Support Helpline 
for Covid-19 on 1890 800 024 or by visiting the DEASP website at:  https://www.gov.ie/en/
organisation/department-of-employment-affairs-and-social-protection/?referrer=https://www.
welfare.ie/en/Pages/home.aspx.  My Department and the RTB urge landlords to consider the 
negative impacts of Covid-19 on their tenants and to show forbearance where temporary rent 
arrears might arise. Tenants and landlords are urged to discuss any problems promptly, keep 
lines of communication open and respect each other’s positions. If the problem cannot be re-
solved, registered landlords and all tenants can apply to the RTB for dispute resolution. Further 
information is available on www.rtb.ie.

My Department and the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) operate a pro-
gramme of collaborative research principally focused on housing economics. Under this pro-
gramme, researchers from the Institute and my Department prepared a research paper exploring 
the short-run implications of the Covid-19 pandemic on the private rental market. The research 
paper is focused on rental payment affordability and the potential incidence of arrears during 
the first three months of the pandemic among non-supported private market renting house-
holds, that is, among renting households which do not receive a housing subsidy. Changes in 
consumption patterns arising from public health measures are also considered in the paper. The 
research findings do not identify a significant rent arrears problem emerging during the first 
three months of the pandemic.

Principal Findings on Affordability

- Prior to Covid-19; circa one-in-three or approximately 70,000 private renter households 
did not have sufficient income remaining after housing costs to cover a minimum standard 
of living expenditure prior to the pandemic. The evidence suggests that in the very short run 
(between mid-March to mid-June 2020), the unique and extraordinary circumstances of the 
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prevailing situation mean the affordability pressures are not likely to have worsened overall. 
Indeed, some private renter households may be better off.

- This is due to the fact that short-run changes to expenditure and consumption, which came 
about mainly as a result of the public health restrictions, are likely to have outweighed the de-
cline in incomes.

- The research paper finds that the share of households who’s after rent income is insufficient 
to purchase a minimum bundle of goods falls to just under one-in-five (from one-in-three).

- However, these are very short-term effects and unique to the period in which households 
have been advised to stay at home and restrict movements.

- Many non-supported private renters face longer-term structural affordability pressures that 
are likely to worsen quickly as expenditure requirements (such as on transport and childcare) 
rebound quicker than incomes.

- Indeed, the Covid-19 labour market shock has been heavily concentrated in sectors (such 
as accommodation and food) of the economy whose employees are more likely to be renters 
than homeowners.

Principal Findings on Missed Payments

- Understanding the level of missed rental payments and arrears (both before and since the 
pandemic) is exceedingly difficult given the absence of national, real-time data on missed pay-
ments.

- Given the unprecedented nature of the current pandemic, it is very difficult to estimate the 
trajectory of the actual rate of missed rental payments using historical relationships.

- Model estimates suggest that there is likely to be an increase in missed payments due to 
the income and particularly, unemployment shocks faced by certain households. However, this 
increase in missed payments is likely to be tempered in the short-run due to consumption ex-
penditure falling more rapidly that incomes which reduces the likelihood of missed payments 
for many households in the short-term. Model estimates suggest a moderate rise in missed pay-
ments due to the combination of these factors from 9.8% to 10.8% of households.

Given the State income supports available, including those available for tenants in arrears, 
and informed by the evidence provided by research into this area, it would not be appropriate to 
establish a scheme for write-offs of rents payable in the residential rental sector which plays an 
important role in providing accommodation for many.

  Question No. 80 answered with Question No. 58.

06/10/2020WRD04300Housing Policy

06/10/2020WRD0440081. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status of his review on co-living. [28370/20]

06/10/2020WRD0450089. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will report on his review of co-living and shared accommodation; the way in 
which the review is being conducted; when the review is due for publication; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28231/20]
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06/10/2020WRD04600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 81 and 89 together.

Section 5.0 of Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments Guide-
lines for Planning Authorities, published by my Department in 2018, addresses the ‘Build-to-
Rent’ and ‘Shared Accommodation’ sectors.

Paragraphs 5.13 to 5.24 including Specific Planning Policy Requirement (SPPR) 9 of the 
Sustainable Urban Housing document, provide guidance and policy in respect of ‘Shared Ac-
commodation Developments’, also known as ‘Co-living’.  

I have been clear in my intention to review the provisions Co-living set out in the Sustain-
able Urban Housing guidelines.  It is also the case that the final paragraph (5.24) of the relevant 
section of the guidance commits my Department to monitor the emerging shared accommoda-
tion sector, with a view to issuing further technical updates of the Sustainable Urban Housing 
guidelines document, given the relatively new nature of this form of accommodation.

Accordingly, I have instructed officials in my Department to review Paragraphs 5.13 to 5.24 
of the Sustainable Urban Housing document.  This includes analysis of development proposals 
for co-living that have come forward since publication of the guidelines and in particular, how 
such proposals compare to apartment development standards generally.  My officials will report 
within the coming weeks and this input will assist in informing my ultimate decision in respect 
of the matter.

06/10/2020WRD04700Housing Policy

06/10/2020WRD0480082. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which he expects to address the housing needs of families nationwide 
that are unable to provide themselves with affordable housing on the open market; the extent to 
which he expects to be in a position to meet the requirements of the local authorities in respect 
of housing adaptation grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28441/20]

06/10/2020WRD04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Enabling thriving housing supply, complimented by a commitment to deliver more than 50,000 
social homes over the coming five years are central to ensuring affordability for families. Hous-
ing supply has increased year on year in recent years and the number of families on waiting lists 
for social housing has reduced by 25% between 2016 and 2019. 

I am acutely aware that middle-income households feel left behind, locked out, and need 
our help to buy high-quality new homes. The July Stimulus announced by this Government 
increased the amount that first-time buyers can now claim up to 10% of the cost of a home. 

My Department also operates the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, which is targeted at first 
time buyers who wish to own their own home, have access to an adequate deposit and have 
the capacity to repay a mortgage, but who are unable to access a mortgage sufficient for them 
to purchase their first home. The scheme has been successful since its launch. For example ap-
proximately 1,100 persons were able to purchase their own home via RIHL mortgages in 2019.  

This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing solu-
tions are available to everyone and this is reflected in the Programme for Government.  I am 
committed to putting affordability at the heart of the housing system through the progression of 
State-backed affordable housing, and I will outline further plans in terms of affordable housing 
later in the Autumn.
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The Government is also committed to helping to meet the specific housing needs of people 
with disabilities and older people. There is a recognised quality of life benefit in terms of fa-
cilitating the continued independent living by older people and people with a disability in their 
own homes. This year, my Department continued to support local authorities with €18 million 
being allocated under the Disabled Persons Grant scheme for local authority housing stock, 
and a further €73.75 million provided for the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and 
People with a Disability scheme, in respect of private housing. Funding for these schemes has 
been prioritised and increased year on year since 2014, and further consideration will be given 
to increasing this funding over the coming years in the context of the range of housing supports 
under consideration.

06/10/2020WRD05000Housing Policy

06/10/2020WRD0510083. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if the anti-eviction legislation will be reinstated for renters. [27754/20]

06/10/2020WRD05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 provided for a temporary 
moratorium on tenancy terminations, other than in exceptional and limited cases, and on all in-
creases in rent during the emergency period from 27 March  to 1 August 2020. The emergency 
measures aimed to urgently assist in restricting the movement of people to suppress the spread 
of Covid-19 and applied to all tenants, irrespective of their financial circumstances.

The Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act  2020 targets enhanced protections to the most 
vulnerable tenants until 10 January 2021 and respects the constitutionally protected property 
rights of landlords. As we learn to live with Covid-19, these provisions enable the residential 
rental sector to resume activity in as near as normal manner as possible.

With effect from 1 August 2020, the Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act 2020 intro-
duced protections for those tenants who are facing rent arrears and, as a result, are at risk of 
losing their tenancy. If a tenant’s ability to pay rent has been impacted by Covid-19 and the 
tenant meets specific criteria, new procedures and protections apply. Tenants who follow these 
procedures cannot be required to vacate their rental accommodation before 11 January 2021, 
and are not required to pay any rent increase in respect of the period ending 10 January 2021.

My Department has published a guidance document, the Residential Tenancies and Valu-
ation Act 2020: What this Means for Landlords and Tenants, which sets out exactly what is 
expected as the rental protections under the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Co-
vid-19) Act 2020 expire, and provides details on the new protections for tenants in rent arrears 
and the income and other supports available to tenants and landlords.   This guidance document 
clearly explains the new rent arrears procedure for both landlords and tenants facing rent ar-
rears. The Guidance document is available on the Department’s website - www.housing.gov.
ie - and on the RTB’s website - www.rtb.ie.

The RTB has engaged with stakeholders with regard to the recent tenancy protection en-
hancements and launched a related YouTube video. The RTB also launched targeted advertising 
campaigns informing the public of the enhanced protections and directing people to its website 
for more information. The advertising campaigns ran from 15 April until to 1 August 2020 and 
a mail-shot to tenants and landlords is underway since mid-September. 

Any further measures with regard to restricting tenancy terminations  will be informed by 
the extent to which restrictions of movement introduced on public health grounds under the 
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Governments Resilience & Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with Covid-19  are of such a 
nature as to inhibit the normal functioning of the rental market. My officials are currently de-
veloping proposals to address such a situation should the need arise.

06/10/2020WRD05300Land Development Agency

06/10/2020WRD0540084. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will carry out a review of the function and remit of the Land Development Agen-
cy; when the inventory of State-owned lands will be completed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28456/20]

06/10/2020WRD05500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim basis in September 2018, 
by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Government Services (Corporate 
Bodies) Act 1971, pending the enactment of primary legislation when it will be established as 
a commercial State agency. 

I have already considered the function and remit of the LDA to ensure its compliance with 
the Programme for Government commitments. The LDA will be tasked to work with govern-
ment departments, local authorities, state agencies and other stakeholders to assemble strategic 
sites in urban areas and ensure the sustainable development of social and affordable homes for 
rent and purchase. 

I will shortly be bringing a revised General Scheme for the LDA Bill reflecting these com-
mitments to Government for consideration for priority drafting with the intention of the legisla-
tion being enacted in as a matter of priority.

As part of its existing remit, the LDA is currently working to develop an inventory of all 
relevant public lands to allow for better management of these State land assets, including their 
strategic planning and urban regeneration potential. This database will contain information on 
all relevant public lands including location, mapping and title. It is intended that the forthcom-
ing LDA Bill will provide that all state bodies will be obliged to assist the LDA in the compila-
tion of the database, where appropriate. 

The LDA is currently working with the PRAI, OPW, my Department, OSI and numerous 
other state bodies to compile this database. The PRAI examine all registered properties for state 
owners including universities, local authorities and government departments which has resulted 
in almost 60,000 folios across the country being identified. In addition, the LDA are currently 
undertaking an examination of all non-registered  state lands for the five cities.  The LDA ex-
pect that an initial version of the database will be completed by the end of 2020.

06/10/2020WRD05600Ministerial Communications

06/10/2020WRD0570085. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if a list will be published of the communications, meetings or exchange of documents 
he has had with the developers of Moore Street, Dublin (details supplied), Dublin City Council 
and other parties in the past year. [28230/20]

06/10/2020WRD05800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Regeneration is urgently needed to bring people back into the Moore Street area. The Moore 
Street Advisory Group, which includes 1916 Relatives, public representatives and street trad-
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ers, has welcomed the proposals of the developer referred to by the Deputy for the regeneration 
of the area and has characterised them as ‘a significant and welcome advance on the previous 
plan with potential to develop a positive vision for the inter-related elements of the market, the 
National Monument and the developer’s site’. 

The Advisory Group has also acknowledged the potential 9500 jobs in the construction 
phase, and 3500 thereafter, and the significance of the commitment of the developer to local 
gain in the form of apprenticeships and other opportunities for the local community. I under-
stand that the developer has also promised to address the disruption the regeneration works 
would cause for existing businesses on the Street when construction is in progress.

I am delighted that the dialogue that has taken place among the relevant parties - including 
the developer, 1916 Relatives, Dublin City Council and street traders - signals a positive way 
forward for this corner of the north inner city. I believe there is now a real opportunity for regen-
eration that will be supportive of its traditions, culture and heritage and that will also benefit the 
city and people of Dublin, the street traders whose presence is a key feature of the streetscape, 
and other businesses in the area. 

While it is certainly also my own intention to engage with all relevant parties in any way 
that would be helpful to the advancement of the regeneration of the area, I have not yet had 
the opportunity to do so since my appointment. When I do, the details will be available, in due 
course,  in my official diary which is online on my Department’s website:  https://www.hous-
ing.gov.ie/search/archived/current/category/corporate/sub-topic/diaries/sub-type/diary/topic/
ministers/type/publications?query

06/10/2020WRD05900Housing Policy

06/10/2020WRD0600086. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the reason for ending the eviction moratorium in view of the fact that many industries such as 
the events, hospitality and related industries are closed and in further view of warnings from 
senior health officials that Covid-19 will continue to affect the country for the next several 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28232/20]

06/10/2020WRD06100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 provided for a temporary 
moratorium on tenancy terminations, other than in exceptional and limited cases, and on all 
increases in rent during the emergency period from 27 March to 1 August 2020. The emergency 
measures aimed to urgently assist in restricting the movement of people to suppress the spread 
of Covid-19 and applied to all tenants, irrespective of their financial circumstances.

The Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act  2020 targets enhanced protections to the most 
vulnerable tenants until 10 January 2021 and respects the constitutionally protected property 
rights of landlords. As we learn to live with Covid-19, these provisions enable the residential 
rental sector to resume activity in as near as normal manner as possible.

With effect from 1 August 2020, the Residential Tenancies and Valuation Act 2020 intro-
duced protections for those tenants who are facing rent arrears and, as a result, are at risk of 
losing their tenancy. If a tenant’s ability to pay rent has been impacted by Covid-19 and the 
tenant meets specific criteria, new procedures and protections apply. Tenants who follow these 
procedures cannot be required to vacate their rental accommodation before 11 January 2021, 
and are not required to pay any rent increase in respect of the period ending 10 January 2021.

My Department has published a guidance document, the Residential Tenancies and Valu-
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ation Act 2020: What this Means for Landlords and Tenants, which sets out exactly what is 
expected as the rental protections under the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Co-
vid-19) Act 2020 expire, and provides details on the new protections for tenants in rent arrears 
and the income and other supports available to tenants and landlords.   This guidance document 
clearly explains the new rent arrears procedure for both landlords and tenants facing rent ar-
rears. The Guidance document is available on the Department’s website - www.housing.gov.
ie - and on the RTB’s website - www.rtb.ie.

The RTB has engaged with stakeholders with regard to the recent tenancy protection en-
hancements and launched a related YouTube video. The RTB also launched targeted advertising 
campaigns informing the public of the enhanced protections and directing people to its website 
for more information. The advertising campaigns ran from 15 April until to 1 August 2020 and 
a mail-shot to tenants and landlords is underway since mid-September.

06/10/2020WRD06200Postal Voting

06/10/2020WRD0630087. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if the 
criteria for postal ballot eligibility will be expanded in order to align them with those in North-
ern Ireland. [27753/20]

06/10/2020WRD06400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Postal voting is provided for in electoral law in respect of a number of categories of electors, 
including: -

- Irish diplomats serving abroad and their spouses/civil partners,

- whole-time members of the Defence Forces,

- members of An Garda Síochána,

- electors living at home who are unable to vote because of a physical illness or a physical 
disability,

- certain election staff employed at the poll outside the constituency where they reside,

- full-time students registered at their home who are living elsewhere while attending an 
educational institution in the State,

- prisoners, and

- electors whose occupation, service or employment makes it likely that they will be unable 
to vote in person at their local polling station on polling day. 

The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future contains a commitment to establish 
an Electoral Commission, which will be mandated to examine the use of postal voting, with a 
view to expanding its provision. Any reform of electoral law in regard to postal voting will have 
regard to the outcome of this work.

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 62.

  Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 81.

06/10/2020WRE00800Regeneration Projects



Questions - Written Answers

34

06/10/2020WRE0090090. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when replacement housing in the Moyross regeneration area will be completed as part 
of the Limerick regeneration framework implementation plan; if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that no construction is ongoing in the area at present; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28446/20]

06/10/2020WRE01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The detailed advancement of housing and other works under the Limerick Regeneration pro-
gramme is a matter in the first instance for Limerick City and County Council. 

The Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan (LRFIP) published in 2013, 
heralded a move away from demolitions and towards a prioritisation of the refurbishment op-
tion along with the delivery of some targeted, high quality, new housing construction with a 
continued focus on community and economic supports. This has resulted in the completion of 
several projects to date in Moyross.

I understand that the Council has encountered some delays with the progression of projects. 
However, this is not unusual with regeneration projects as they can be quite multi-faceted and 
complex. My Department continues to work with Limerick City and County Council in order 
to progress the programme as speedily as possible. Many projects are at various stages of the 
approval process and a number of projects will go on site in the coming months. 

 The LRFIP runs until 2023 and it is envisaged that there will be projects ongoing until this 
date.

  Question No. 91 answered with Question No. 69.

Questions Nos. 92 to 99, inclusive, answered orally.

06/10/2020WRE03800US Presidential Election

06/10/2020WRE03900100. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he discussed the up-
coming US presidential elections and the ongoing Black Lives Matter movement during his 
visit to Washington, DC; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28444/20]

06/10/2020WRE04000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My visit to Washington D.C. last 
week came at important time for both the United States and Ireland, and offered a valuable op-
portunity to discuss key priorities, including Brexit, Northern Ireland and our upcoming tenure 
on the UN Security Council. 

Having met with members of the U.S. Administration, Congress and friends of Ireland from 
across the political spectrum, the visit naturally gave me a first-hand sense of the issues that are 
dominating the election campaign. As the House will be aware, Ireland has always maintained 
close relations ‘across the aisle’ in U.S. politics, working in particular to maintain strong bipar-
tisan support for the peace process in Northern Ireland and the continued implementation of the 
Good Friday Agreement, and we will continue to do so. The forthcoming U.S. elections, both 
for the Presidency and for Congress, are a matter for the American people and for the American 
people alone. Regardless of the outcome of these elections, we are committed to strengthening 
relations with the Administration and Congress, as we have always done.  

On the matter of the protests in the United States, as I have stated previously, I am deeply 
concerned about the issues of racial inequality and racism that underpin them. I have raised 
these issues on multiple occasions with the U.S. Ambassador, Edward Crawford, and I continue 
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to call for a de-escalation of tensions and a deepening of engagement at the community and 
political level. 

I welcome the debate it has opened up, not just in the U.S. but in our own society too and 
elsewhere, and believe that the stories of those who have experienced racism and exclusion 
must continue to be heard. I also believe that creating a more inclusive society must be a proac-
tive endeavour, which is why I was delighted to announce during my visit that, from next sum-
mer, Ireland will partner with the US Council on International Educational Exchange to support 
ten students from Minority Serving Institutions in the United States to study here as part of the 
Frederick Douglass Global Fellowship programme.

Questions Nos. 101 and 102 answered orally.

06/10/2020WRE04800Ministerial Meetings

06/10/2020WRE04900103. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on his 
recent visit to Washington, DC, USA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28493/20]

06/10/2020WRE05000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): On 28 September, I travelled to 
the United States for a series of engagements in Washington D.C. 

Over the course of the two-day visit, I met with senior members of Congress from both the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, including Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Rep-
resentatives Richard Neal, Peter King, Brendan Boyle, Mary Gay Scanlon and other members 
of the Friends of Ireland caucus, as well as Senators Chris Murphy and Pat Toomey. I also met 
with National Security Advisor, Robert O’Brien, and Deputy Secretary of State, Stephen Bie-
gun.

As the first official visit to the United States since March, the two days offered a valuable 
opportunity to discuss key priorities, including Brexit, Northern Ireland and Ireland’s priorities 
for our term on the UN Security Council, with contacts from across the political spectrum. 

There is a keen interest in the United States on the implications Brexit will have for the is-
land of Ireland, North and South, and during several of these meetings, I discussed the current 
status of the Brexit negotiations and my concerns regarding the UK’s Internal Market Bill and 
its implications for the Protocol on Ireland / Northern Ireland. Issues of immigration and the 
challenges faced by the undocumented Irish in America were also discussed.

I also had the opportunity to virtually address the annual Aspen Security Forum, where I 
discussed our upcoming membership of the UN Security Council and important foreign policy 
and defence issues.

In addition to political meetings, I had the chance to meet with members of the US Chamber 
of Commerce, and to reiterate the strength and importance of our economic relationship with 
the United States, which will be key as both countries look towards recovery following the 
global pandemic. 

I was also delighted to participate virtually in the celebrations to commemorate the 175th 
anniversary of the visit of Frederick Douglass to Ireland, and to announce a new partnership 
involving a fellowship programme in his name. 

The visit came at an important time for both Ireland and the United States, and reinforced 
the commitment this Government has to strengthening both our bilateral relationship and wider 
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transatlantic relations.

06/10/2020WRE05100Brexit Preparations

06/10/2020WRE05200104. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on the 
Brexit Readiness Action Plan and the role of his Department in implementing same. [25029/20]

06/10/2020WRE05300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Brexit Readiness Action 
Plan supports and assists business and citizens prepare for the significant changes that will arise 
on 1 January 2021.  Extensive work continues across Government on implementing the Plan, 
coordinated by my Department and the Department of the Taoiseach.

Following publication of the Action Plan, Revenue sent Brexit Readiness Checklists to over 
90,000 businesses. They are following up with direct phone calls to several thousand busi-
nesses.  Enterprise Ireland, Bord Bia and the LEOs continue to provide upskilling, and advisory 
supports.  Sectoral briefings in areas such as agri-food, construction, retail, transport and logis-
tics are ongoing.   Work continues to further develop the infrastructure and systems at Dublin 
and Rosslare Ports.

Since it opened 3 weeks ago, funding of €193,500 has been approved for the “Ready for 
Customs” package which assists business hire or redeploy employees to a dedicated customs 
role.  1,000 businesses have also registered for Skillnet’s free customs training programme.  
We developed both these customs-focussed programmes in response to a need highlighted by 
business. 

An intensified communications campaign on national, local and social media is underway.  
The initial focus is on stressing the need for business to prepare for the coming changes imme-
diately. Campaigns focussed on the impacts on citizens such as online retail from the UK are 
rolling out.  A further round of trader-focussed messages is scheduled for mid-October.

Ministers continue to engage with their stakeholder groups on Brexit.  Recently, I chaired 
the Brexit Stakeholders Forum and also took part in an IBEC webinar involving some 600 
participants.  I will meet the Irish Exporters Association, the Irish Farmers Association and 
Macra na Feirme in the coming weeks. I expect to bring the 2020 Brexit Omnibus Bill before 
the Oireachtas shortly.

With less than 90 days to the end of the transition period, the Government will continue to 
support and advise business and citizens prepare for the substantial and lasting change arising 
on 1 January 2021.

Question No. 105 answered orally.

06/10/2020WRE05700EU Issues

06/10/2020WRE05800106. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his response to the call 
by the Hungarian President for the resignation of the European Commission Vice President for 
Values and Transparency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28484/20]

06/10/2020WRE05900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am aware of Prime Minister Or-
bán’s recent letter to European Commission President Von der Leyen calling for the resignation 
of Commission Vice President Jourová. I want to make clear that I fully support the European 
Commission Vice President in carrying out her duties and that Ireland has full trust in the Vice 
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President. The Commission has a role as the guardian of the EU’s treaties and I believe that the 
Vice President’s actions are in keeping with this role. It is important that Commissioners are 
empowered to speak and act independently in the fulfilment of their duties. I understand that 
President Von der Leyen will respond to Prime Minister Orbán in due course. 

Prime Minister Orbán’s letter to President Von der Leyen came on the eve of the publica-
tion of the Commission’s first annual report on the rule of law situation across the EU and in all 
Member States. Ireland welcomes the publication of the Commission’s report which forms an 
important element of the Commission’s rule of law mechanism and complements the ongoing 
work of the Commission, Council and European Parliament on promoting and protecting the 
rule of law. We look forward to discussion of the report at Council level.  

As the contents of the report have shown, no Member State is immune from criticism re-
garding the rule of law, including Ireland. While criticism may sometimes be difficult for Mem-
ber States to hear and accept, it is important that the Council has an objective basis on which to 
conduct its dialogue on the rule of law across the Member States and the Commission is best 
placed to provide that basis.  

It is important that all Member States remain open to, and encourage, dialogue regarding the 
rule of law and seek to constructively address concerns raised by the institutions of the Union 
or fellow Member States.

Question No. 107 answered orally.

06/10/2020WRF00200International Sanctions

06/10/2020WRF00300108. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the response by Ireland to 
attempts by the United States of America to reimpose sanctions on Iran. [28451/20]

06/10/2020WRF00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In recent months, the United 
States have taken a number of different steps to reimpose sanctions on Iran. 

In August, the US announced its intention to impose “snapback” of UN sanctions against 
Iran, in response to Iran’s breaches of the nuclear agreement, the JCPOA. The US asserted that 
this triggered a 30 day period for reimposition of UN sanctions. 

However, I note that the US announced its withdrawal from the JCPOA in 2018. President 
Trump’s memorandum of 8 May 2018 formalised this position, and since then, the United States 
Government has consistently taken steps to end its participation in the JCPOA. Consequently, 
the US is no longer a “JCPOA participant state.” Accordingly, the US triggering of snapback is 
incapable of having legal effect. 

It also flows from this that any actions or outcomes based on the US declaration of “snap-
back” would also be devoid of legal effect. This is a view shared by all the remaining partici-
pants in the agreement, the EU, and the majority of the Members of the Security Council. 

The UN Secretary General also wrote to the President of the Security Council to note that 
he was not in a position to take any action on the US notification. 

In addition to its approach at the UN, the US has is also imposing unilateral sanctions on 
Iran. This is a sovereign decision for the US. However, we are concerned by the unilateral im-
position of sanctions, which could harm efforts to preserve the JCPOA, and ultimately damage 
peace and stability in the region.
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Ireland remains committed to the JCPOA, which remains the best available mechanism 
for preventing Iran from developing nuclear weapons. Ireland is deeply concerned by Iranian 
breaches of the JCPOA, and calls on it to come swiftly back into full compliance with the agree-
ment. We will continue to work with partners to preserve and advance the agreement. 

06/10/2020WRF00500Undocumented Irish in the USA

06/10/2020WRF00600109. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he had discussions 
during his recent visit to the United States on the difficulties facing the undocumented Irish; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28450/20]

06/10/2020WRF00700133. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress made to 
date on resolving the issue of undocumented Irish persons in the United States of America; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28422/20]

06/10/2020WRF00800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
109 and 133 together.

The status of the undocumented Irish in the US has been a high priority for successive Gov-
ernments and continues to be one of my key priorities. Immigration issues have been raised on 
an ongoing basis in our engagement with the US Administration and political leaders, including 
by the Taoiseach during calls to members of the US Administration. I have also raised immi-
gration issues in my recent contacts with Special Envoy Mick Mulvaney, with the US Ambas-
sador, and with members of the US Administration and both Houses of Congress on my visit to 
Washington D.C. last week. 

In the US, our Embassy and Consulates General across the country continue to monitor 
the situation closely and to engage with US officials on immigration issues, including with US 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement. They also actively support Irish community groups 
that provide support and information to vulnerable Irish and the undocumented. Many of these 
community groups are members of the Coalition of Irish Immigration Centres, which receives 
significant annual funding through the Government’s Emigrant Support Programme for their 
work. 

In 2019, over €3m ($3.7m) was allocated to 76 organisations across the US, including those 
that provide front-line welfare assistance to Irish citizens. Furthermore, in response to the pan-
demic, a dedicated COVID-19 Response Fund for Irish Communities Abroad was set up to help 
these organisations meet the needs of those who are particularly vulnerable. Over the past four 
months, Minister Brophy and I have met virtually with many of these organisations and heard 
first-hand of the challenges faced by our diaspora, and the valuable support these organisations 
are providing.

While comprehensive immigration reform is a complex and sensitive political issue in the 
US at present, our Embassy and our Consulates General across the United States will continue 
to monitor the situation and stand ready to engage with any Federal and State initiatives on this 
issue.

In terms of securing future pathways for immigration, we continue to prioritise the E3 visa 
Bill and hope to see it pass through Congress at the earliest opportunity.

06/10/2020WRF00900Foreign Policy
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06/10/2020WRF01000110. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps Ireland 
and the EU have taken to address the ongoing instability in Yemen; his plans to increase Irish 
Aid funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28460/20]

06/10/2020WRF01100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Yemen remains the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis, driven by conflict, economic collapse and the breakdown of public institu-
tions and services. 

Ireland and the EU fully support the efforts of the UN Special Envoy for Yemen, Martin 
Griffiths, to bring about a political resolution to the conflict in Yemen. In particular, I welcome 
efforts made towards a Joint Declaration between the Government of Yemen and the Houthis 
which would commit the parties to a nationwide ceasefire, bring forward a number of economic 
and humanitarian measures, and resume a political process. 

We note the recent announcement on prisoner exchange, which is an important confidence 
building step. However, despite the Special Envoy’s efforts over the last months, agreement has 
still not been reached, and we encourage all parties to the conflict to redouble efforts towards 
securing a ceasefire. 

Ireland is deeply concerned by the level of humanitarian suffering in Yemen, and has pro-
vided over €27 million in humanitarian aid to Yemen since 2015, including €5 million in 2020. 
As a member of the EU, Ireland also contributes to the EU response to the crisis in Yemen. 
Since the beginning of the conflict in 2015, the EU has allocated €484 million in humanitarian 
aid.

We also remain deeply concerned at the ongoing conduct of the conflict. The recent report 
of the Group of Eminent Experts on Yemen highlights a consistent record of violations of IHL 
and human rights law. We condemn the indiscriminate attacks by the Houthis, including against 
Saudi Arabia. We continue to call on all parties to the conflict to uphold their obligations under 
International Humanitarian Law. 

Ireland calls again on the parties to the conflict to continue their engagement with the Spe-
cial Envoy with a view to agreeing a declaration and ceasefire that will be in the best interests 
of the people of Yemen.

06/10/2020WRF01200Foreign Policy

06/10/2020WRF01300111. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his response to the ongoing 
persecution of Kurdish activists by the Turkish Government. [28453/20]

06/10/2020WRF01400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government is aware of and 
very concerned about the detention of 82 executives of the opposition party HDP on 25 Sep-
tember. Among the detained are seven former HDP MPs, including the current Mayor of Kars, 
and some of whom have serious health issues. These arrests apparently relate to protests which 
took place in 2014. 

The strong suspicion is that these latest arrests are politically motivated and an attempt to 
marginalise and isolate the opposition. Hundreds of local politicians and elected officeholders 
and thousands of members of the HDP have been detained on terrorism-related charges since 
the local elections in March 2019, and investigations have been launched against other mayors.   

Ireland is clear that arrests and legal proceedings should not be used for political reasons as 
they seriously undermine the proper functioning of local democracy. The Turkish Government 
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needs to ensure that its actions are in accordance with the rule of law, human rights and funda-
mental freedoms. The detention of thousands of members of opposition parties on terrorism-
related charges raises serious concerns regarding Turkey’s backsliding in fundamental areas as 
expressed on numerous occasions, in the European Commission’s annual reports as well as in 
European Council Conclusions.

On the wider Kurdish issue, it is clear that this can only be addressed through dialogue 
aiming at establishing a peaceful, comprehensive, and sustainable solution. Ireland has called 
for the resumption of such a dialogue to allow the political process to resume. We continue to 
support efforts to maintain contacts between Kurdish community representatives and the Turk-
ish authorities through our funding of the Democratic Progress Institute’s Turkey Programme.

The Government will continue to closely monitor developments in Turkey both in terms of 
these detentions, and in terms of the wider picture regarding human rights, freedom of expres-
sion, the rule of law, and democracy. 

06/10/2020WRF01500Brexit Issues

06/10/2020WRF01600112. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to contact Mr. 
Michel Barnier and his UK counterpart in view of recent statements on Brexit from the UK 
Government. [23760/20]

06/10/2020WRF01700114. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he expects the Eu-
ropean Commission to take legal action against the UK over its internal market Bill; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28479/20]

06/10/2020WRF01800143. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the plans that have 
been given consideration to ensure no infrastructure or checks are placed along the Border; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28476/20]

06/10/2020WRF01900144. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the representations he 
has made to foreign governments to build pressure on the Government of the United Kingdom 
to fulfil its commitments to the Brexit withdrawal agreement and to safeguard the Good Friday 
Agreement. [25600/20]

06/10/2020WRF02000145. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the recent and up-
coming political engagements he has had internationally on the Brexit withdrawal agreement; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28477/20]

06/10/2020WRF02100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
112, 114 and 143 to 145, inclusive, together.

It is vital that the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland be implemented in full and in good 
faith.

The publication and passage through the House of Commons of the UK Internal Market 
Bill in September caused grave concern. The Bill, in its current form, undermines the With-
drawal Agreement and the Protocol. Any unilateral departure from the terms of the Agreement 
is not acceptable and seriously damages trust in Northern Ireland, and between the EU and the 
UK. The suggestions that the UK’s unilateral approach is designed to protect the Good Friday 
Agreement were of particular concern. The Protocol itself is specifically designed to protect the 
Good Friday Agreement and the gains of the peace process, including avoiding a hard border 
on the island of Ireland.
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The Taoiseach raised our concerns directly with the British Prime Minister on the day the 
Bill was published. He and I have discussed these issues with a range of interlocutors including 
Commission President von der Leyen, Commission Vice President Šefcovic and the EU’s chief 
negotiator, Mr Michel Barnier. The Government has remained in close contact with our EU 
partners on this issue over recent weeks.

The Joint Committee on the Implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement met on Thursday 
10 September and Monday 28 September. The Joint Committee, and Specialised Committee, 
are the  appropriate channels for considering issues around the implementation of the Protocol. 
However, they cannot be used to renegotiate the Protocol.

At these meetings, Ireland set out clearly our concerns. Commission Vice President Šefcovic 
urged the British Government to remove the problematic measures from the Bill by the end of 
September. Ireland, together with the EU, also sent a clear message, on the need for the UK to 
restore trust and to accelerate its work to implement the Protocol in all its aspects.

On 1 October  the Commission sent the UK a letter of notice for breaching obligations under 
the Withdrawal Agreement. This marks the beginning of a formal infringement process against 
the United Kingdom. We continue to urge the British Government to work to repair the severely 
damaged trust between the EU and UK.

As Deputies will be aware, I have also discussed this issue with Special Envoy Mick Mul-
vaney during his visit to Dublin. I also visited Washington DC last week, and discussed the 
issues with Deputy Secretary of State Stephen E. Biegun, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
Congressman Richard Neal. Each reaffirmed their unwavering support for the Good Friday 
Agreement.

Throughout the Brexit process, I have maintained close contacts with leaders in Northern 
Ireland.  I welcome that the EU and UK are engaging closely on relevant implementation issues 
to find appropriate and agreed solutions, which should fall within the framework of the agreed 
Protocol.

Despite noise and setbacks, this Government’s focus remains on implementation - in full 
and in good faith - of the Withdrawal Agreement and the Protocol, and on achieving a success-
ful conclusion to the future relationship negotiations.

06/10/2020WRF02200Diplomatic Representation

06/10/2020WRF02300113. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans there to ex-
tend Ireland’s diplomatic footprint through the EU and the world in order to forge new alliances 
post Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27752/20]

06/10/2020WRF02400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): “Global Ireland – Ireland’s Glob-
al Footprint to 2025”, sets out the Government’s ambitions for expanding and deepening our in-
ternational presence. It includes the expansion of Ireland’s Mission Network which will deepen 
our impact across priority regions, provide opportunities to grow our trade and inward invest-
ment, strengthen political relationships with our partners, promote our values, and support Irish 
citizens and our diaspora abroad. A deepened footprint will also enable us to better shape and 
influence international events in our interests.  

My Department plans to open 26 new Diplomatic Missions over the lifetime of Global Ire-
land. Since its launch in 2018, my Department has been working closely with the Department 
of the Taoiseach and a range of other Government partners to ensure effective delivery.  
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To date we have opened new Embassies in Wellington, Bogotá, Amman, Monrovia and 
Santiago de Chile, and new Consulates General in Vancouver, Mumbai, Cardiff, Frankfurt and 
Los Angeles. Our efforts continue including through the planned opening of new Embassies in 
Kyiv, Manila and Rabat. These locations have been chosen based on a range of factors, includ-
ing their potential to diversify our markets, to grow trade and investment with Ireland, and to 
enable Irish companies to better take advantage of new opportunities. 

A critical component of the Global Ireland programme is identifying new opportunities to 
diversify our markets in a post-Brexit world. Global Ireland 2025 will support efforts to grow 
and diversify export markets, inward investment and tourism, as Brexit becomes a reality. It 
will ensure that Ireland is better positioned to build the alliances necessary to advance its in-
terests and defend its positions in a post-Brexit EU, while also helping to secure our deep and 
positive relationship with the UK and its constituent parts into the future.

Ireland has a long-standing policy of maintaining Embassies in all EU Member States. This 
policy has been of incalculable benefit to our country since the UK made the decision to leave 
the European Union. With this in mind, we will also continue to strengthen our teams in EU 
Member States, assigning additional resources as necessary.

In considering any further expansion of the diplomatic network, a range of factors will be 
taken into account including our national, political, economic and trade priorities, as well as the 
availability of resources.

  Question No. 114 answered with Question No. 112.

06/10/2020WRF02800Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRF02900115. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans for a colour-
coded common travel agreement within the EU in respect of foreign travel during Covid-19. 
[28428/20]

06/10/2020WRF03000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): On September 4, the European 
Commission issued a proposal on a co-ordinated approach to travel restrictions within Europe 
in response to COVID-19. The German Presidency has been leading intensive negotiations in 
Brussels at official level on the proposal.

One of the measures under discussion is the introduction of a traffic light system under 
which countries and regions within the EU and EEA would be classified in terms of COVID-19 
risk. 

The factors used to calculate risk remain to be agreed. They are likely to include, at a 
minimum, the prevailing 14-day COVID incidence rate per 100,000; the percentage of recent 
positive COVID-19 tests from the area; and the number of tests being carried out by area. The 
respective thresholds for each of these criteria, to determine which areas are of higher or lower 
risk, remains subject to agreement.

The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control will be mandated with producing 
the necessary data on a weekly basis, setting out which areas are at higher or lower risk by way 
of traffic-light style colour-coded mapping. 

The data and mapping are likely to be produced at sub-national regional levels. Accord-
ingly, Member States may then apply their respective protective measures targeted with regard 
to higher-risk sub-national regions, rather than whole countries. Although not yet agreed, it ap-
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pears likely that it will remain with Member States to decide what protective measures to apply, 
in accordance with respective national competences.

The Presidency is according major priority to this issue. As set out in the National Plan for 
Living with COVID-19, Ireland has made clear its broad support for the Commission proposal 
and our intention to align with the new arrangements, once agreed.

06/10/2020WRF03100Human Rights

06/10/2020WRF03200116. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has dis-
cussed with his counterparts across Europe, with the Chinese Government and-or with the Chi-
nese Ambassador the human rights abuses in respect of the Uighir people; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28546/20]

06/10/2020WRF03300140. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason Ireland has 
been quiet on the human rights abuses against the Uighur Muslim population by the Chinese 
Government; and if the treatment of the Uighur people will be condemned by way of a state-
ment in Dáil Éireann. [25416/20]

06/10/2020WRF03400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
116 and 140 together.

This is an issue of serious concern, as was underlined last week by the series of worrying 
reports on Xinjiang. Ireland has not been quiet on this matter, and I have spoken in this House 
about our concerns regarding the situation in Xinjiang on numerous occasions. 

We, along with our EU partners, remain deeply concerned about the credible reports regard-
ing restrictions on freedom of religion and belief, arbitrary detention, widespread surveillance, 
forced labour, and forced sterilisations and birth control in the region.

Ireland has been vocal about raising this issue, along with other partners in the international 
community. In our national statement at the UN Human Rights Council on 25 September, Ire-
land reiterated our deep concern regarding the treatment of ethnic Uighurs and other minorities 
in Xinjiang, and urged China to allow unrestricted access to the region for the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights. 

At EU level, the deterioration of the human rights situation, including the treatment of mi-
norities in Xinjiang, was raised by EU leaders with China on 14 September, and it was agreed 
to discuss these issues further at an EU-China Human Rights Dialogue in Beijing later this year. 
The matter was also raised during the EU-China Summit on the 22 June. 

Prior to this, Ireland was also one of 27 States to support a Joint Statement at the UN Human 
Rights Council on 30 June 2020, which also called on the High Commissioner to provide regu-
lar information about the situation in the region, in order to safeguard the rights and freedoms 
that are guaranteed under international law. 

This week, Ireland is supporting a Joint Statement at the UN Third Committee which reiter-
ates our grave concern regarding the situation in Xinjiang, and recalls the exceptional letter of 
concern issued by 50 UN Special Procedures mandate holders which called on China to respect 
human rights and to allow immediate, meaningful and unfettered access to Xinjiang for inde-
pendent observers.

Ireland has previously supported a Joint Statement at the UN Third Committee in October 
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2019, and a Joint Letter at the UN Human Rights Council in July 2019, which called for the 
Chinese Government to urgently implement eight recommendations made by the Committee 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination related to Xinjiang, and to uphold its international 
obligations and respect human rights in Xinjiang.

The protection and promotion of human rights is a core pillar of Ireland’s foreign policy, 
and Ireland will continue to monitor and assess the situation and, along with our EU partners, 
engage with Chinese authorities bilaterally and in multilateral fora as appropriate. 

  Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 101.

06/10/2020WRF03800Foreign Conflicts

06/10/2020WRF03900118. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on reports of 
escalating violence between Armenia and Azerbaijan. [28454/20]

06/10/2020WRF04000126. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the position of Ireland 
on the ongoing conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28445/20]

06/10/2020WRF04100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
118 and 126 together.

I am deeply concerned by the recent clashes in the Nagorno-Karabakh region, in particular 
along the line of contact, which have regrettably led to the loss of life and severe injury, includ-
ing civilian casualties. 

Ireland joins those calling for an immediate cessation of hostilities and a return to the nego-
tiating table, and we welcome and support the Statements of the EU through High Representa-
tive Borrell and the OSCE Minsk Co-Chairs calling for this. 

I welcome the expression of support by Security Council Members for Secretary-General 
Guterres’s call for an immediate halt to the fighting, and for the central role of the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairs. Ireland will continue to support these efforts, including when we join the 
United Nations Security Council in January of next year.

Ireland urges both sides to de-escalate tensions by refraining from inflammatory rhetoric 
and strictly observing the ceasefire. Only through negotiation, can there be a sustainable resolu-
tion and eventual reconciliation. The road to a peaceful resolution can be long and complex, as 
Ireland knows well, but progress grows from dialogue. Ireland fully supports the Minsk Process 
and we thank both the High Representative and the Co-Chairs Group for their efforts to de-
escalate tensions over recent months. 

We will continue to monitor this evolving situation closely.

06/10/2020WRF04200Brexit Issues

06/10/2020WRF04300119. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of se-
curing the movement of higher education students, staff and research funding between the two 
jurisdictions on the island of Ireland in the wake of Brexit; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28466/20]
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06/10/2020WRF04400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Common Travel Area (CTA) 
will continue to facilitate the movement of staff and students between higher education institu-
tions on the island of Ireland after the end of the Brexit transition period. Under the CTA, Irish 
and British citizens can move freely and reside in either jurisdiction and enjoy associated rights 
and entitlements including access to employment, education and social benefits.  Irish citizens 
can live, work and study in the UK on the same basis as British citizens, and vice versa.

Ireland and the UK signed a Memorandum of Understanding in 2019 reaffirming their com-
mitment to maintaining the CTA in all circumstances. The CTA was also recognised in the 
Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland.  

Irish officials continue to work with their UK counterparts to ensure that the interests and 
reciprocal rights of our respective citizens are maintained and safeguarded by the CTA. It is 
also important to note the Government is proposing legislation to ensure that SUSI grants will 
continue to be available on the same basis as now.

I welcome the resumption of North South Ministerial Council meetings, bringing the Irish 
Government and Northern Ireland Executive together to oversee ongoing North South work 
and further develop cooperation, as provided for under the Good Friday Agreement. The Gov-
ernment has consistently affirmed its unwavering commitment to North South co-operation 
across all sectors, including all-island engagement on education, research and innovation. This 
involves fostering collaboration and encouraging those involved in research to take advantage 
of the opportunities available. 

Higher education institutions have a key role in North South collaborative research across 
the island and in undertaking research which results in innovation and leads to economic 
growth. Everything possible must be done to ensure that this cooperation continues to grow and 
strengthen. The Government remains committed to keeping the island of Ireland at the forefront 
of global research and innovation.

06/10/2020WRF04500EU Migration Crisis

06/10/2020WRF04600120. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the develop-
ing situation at the Moria refugee camp on the Greek island of Lesbos; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28491/20]

06/10/2020WRF04700124. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on the 
humanitarian crisis developing at the Moria camp on the Greek island of Lesbos; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28355/20]

06/10/2020WRF04800134. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the details of en-
gagements he has had with the Minister for Justice on finding long-term solutions to support 
persons affected by the fire in the Moria refugee camp in Greece; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28458/20]

06/10/2020WRF04900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
120, 124 and 134 together.

I am deeply saddened by the fire at the Moria camp on Lesbos and the impact this has had 
on the refugees and migrants based there. The very sudden displacement of thousands of people 
has caused great suffering to those in the camp, as well as posing a huge logistical challenge for 
the Greek authorities in the midst of the pandemic.
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My colleague, the Minister for European Affairs, Thomas Byrne, spoke with his Greek 
counterpart immediately after the fire to offer Ireland’s full solidarity and support. The Greek 
authorities requested assistance from EU Partners in dealing with the immediate humanitarian 
needs arising from the fire. My Department, through our Embassy in Athens, is in contact with 
the Greek Ministry of Migration Policy and has confirmed Ireland’s readiness to provide as-
sistance from emergency stocks which we have in place at the UN Logistics Base in Brindisi, 
Italy.  The Greek authorities have thanked us for this offer of assistance, and we stand ready to 
work with them regarding the deployment of the emergency supplies.

In terms of the situation within the camp, Greek authorities have started to transfer refugees 
and migrants to the Greek mainland in order to reduce overcrowding. In addition, the European 
Commission has now established a dedicated Taskforce with the aim of resolving the emer-
gency situation on Lesbos effectively and humanely. The Taskforce will work closely with the 
Greek authorities to build new reception facilities in the coming months, which will be of a 
European standard and will provide access to healthcare and adequate sanitation.

As Minister for Foreign Affairs, I have repeatedly urged the need for greater solidarity and 
burden-sharing among Member States in dealing with the wider issue of migration. The migra-
tion crisis continues to be one of the major challenges confronting the European Union and it 
needs to be urgently addressed. We must find more sustainable solutions involving consensus 
among Member States based on solidarity and responsibility. I am committed to continuing to 
work with our EU partners to resolve these issues and to ensure that humanitarian and legal 
obligations continue to be met.

On 23 September 2020, the Commission published a major new proposal on reforming the 
EU migration and asylum system - a “New Pact on Migration and Asylum”. I welcome this 
initiative by the Commission. The publication of the Migration Pact proposals represents an 
opportunity to renew and intensify efforts to agree a common approach and put in place more 
effective and humane arrangements to manage the considerable migratory pressures that Eu-
rope continues to face.

We in Ireland are endeavouring to do our part, having already received 1022 asylum seekers 
(including six unaccompanied minors) from Greece under the first phase of the Irish Refugee 
Protection Programme. 

In the context of the very difficult situation now arising from the destruction of the Moria 
refugee camp, the Government has decided that Ireland will welcome refugee families from 
Greece under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP). Up to 50 people in family groups 
will be resettled following displacement due to the fire.  This is in addition to the four unac-
companied minors, to be taken as part of our overall commitment to take 36 unaccompanied 
minors from Greece.

Officials from the Department of Justice and Equality are liaising with the European Com-
mission on the detail of this commitment, and along with An Garda Síochána will travel to 
Greece in the coming weeks to make the arrangements.

06/10/2020WRF05000Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRF05100121. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if additional sup-
ports have been provided to the Palestinian people to help suppress the current Covid-19 surge; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28427/20]

06/10/2020WRF05200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
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phy): Ireland recognises that the Palestinian people are particularly vulnerable to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, a vulnerability that is closely linked to an overburdened healthcare system, 
and civilian populations suffering from insecurity, displacement, conflict and poverty. The most 
recent data available from the WHO records a total of 50,115 cases in the occupied Palestine 
territories, with 360 deaths.  

Ireland’s 2020 development and humanitarian assistance to Palestine will amount to €16.2 
million, of which €14.3 million has been disbursed to date.  Irish funding balances awareness 
that the humanitarian crisis which the Palestinian people faced before COVID-19 continue with 
the need to also respond to the additional demands presented by the pandemic in the region. 

Irish support this year includes €7 million to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), including an additional €1 million disbursed 
in September to support the Agency’s continued provision of critical services such as health-
care, education and humanitarian relief in these difficult circumstances.

In addition, Ireland has provided €1.18 million towards the social protection response to 
COVID-19, comprising  €1 million in direct financial support to the Palestinian Authority’s 
Cash Transfer Programme for vulnerable families; and €180,000 to the World Bank Multi-
Donor Trust Fund’s COVID-19 response in the West Bank and Gaza.

Ireland has also provided €3 million to the Palestinian Authority’s Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education; €500,000 to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs (UN OCHA), additional to Ireland’s core support for OCHA; €125,000 in support 
of Oxfam’s COVID-19 health response in Gaza; and €200,000 to the West Bank Protection 
Consortium, which seeks to protect Palestinians in the West Bank from forcible transfer. A 
further €564,000 has been disbursed to civil society organisations advocating for human rights 
and peace in the region.

06/10/2020WRF05300Foreign Policy

06/10/2020WRF05400122. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps Ireland is 
taking to show solidarity with the people of Belarus at this time of unrest; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27751/20]

06/10/2020WRF05500129. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on the 
situation in Belarus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28354/20]

06/10/2020WRF05600138. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the current 
situation in Belarus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28482/20]

06/10/2020WRF05700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
122, 129 and 138 together.

The deteriorating human rights situation in Belarus is appalling and Ireland strongly sup-
ports the Belorussian people in their clear and simple demands for free and fair elections and to 
have their basic human rights respected. 

Even before the 9 August election, Ireland, and the EU, highlighted concerns regarding 
crackdowns on the freedom of assembly and arbitrary detentions in advance of the election at 
the Human Rights Council. Since then the situation has become considerably more grave.

We have seen indiscriminate mass detentions, including of minors, credible reports of tor-
ture and ill-treatment of those detained, forced exiles and disappearances, and curtailments of 
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media freedoms, including internet shutdowns.

Ireland acted quickly and clearly to these events. I, and Minster of State Byrne made state-
ments expressing our deep concern following the use of State violence against peaceful protest-
ers. We have called for the immediate and unconditional release of those unjustly detained, for 
an end to the violence, and for a sustainable and peaceful resolution through dialogue.

This was also the message I conveyed during a UN Security Council Members meeting on 4 
September and at the 45th Session of the Human Rights Council, where Ireland also supported 
a Joint Statement expressing concern at internet shutdowns.

We have condemned the actions of the Belorussian authorities and Ireland has continued to 
work with other EU Member States to ensure a firm EU response. We support the imposition 
of targeted sanctions against those responsible for the falsification of the election result and the 
use of State violence against the Belorussian people. However, sanctions are just one element 
of a broader response, and we are working constructively with our EU partners on a review of 
EU-Belarus relations. 

The Taoiseach has spoken to opposition leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, who has a well-
known connection to this country having spent many summers here in her youth. I met Mrs. 
Tsikhanouskaya, along with several other EU Foreign Ministers, in Brussels on 21 September. 
We both commended her on her bravery and expressed the support of the Irish people to the 
people of Belarus.

The recent secretive so-called ‘inauguration’ of Lukashenko lacks any democratic legiti-
macy. We will maintain our call for the authorities to engage in meaningful dialogue for fresh 
elections that are independently observed. The OSCE, of which Belarus is a member, has of-
fered to visit Minsk and help facilitate talks and we will continue to encourage the authorities 
to grasp this offer with both hands and to uphold their OSCE commitments.

The future of Belarus is for the people alone to decide in fresh elections.  Ireland will remain 
steadfast in our support for the Belorussian people as they continue to defend their rights and 
democratic principles.

06/10/2020WRF06000A Vision for Change

06/10/2020WRF06150123. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to progress ref-
erendums on Irish unity. [22612/20]

06/10/2020WRF06225Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The approach of any Govern-
ment in relation to Irish unity is guided by Article 3 of the Constitution, as amended by the 
people in 1998. The Government respects everyone’s right on this island to make the case for 
the constitutional future they wish to see for Northern Ireland - whether the continuation of the 
union with Great Britain or a sovereign united Ireland. The Good Friday Agreement - and the 
two sovereign Governments - explicitly recognise and validate the legitimacy of both of these 
constitutional positions, which are deeply held.

The holding of a referendum in this jurisdiction is connected with the calling of a border 
poll, under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement, in Northern Ireland. The decision to hold 
such a poll in Northern Ireland rests with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.  

The full implementation and effective operation of the Good Friday Agreement is a priority 
for this Government. The principle of consent and the possibility of change in the constitutional 
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status of Northern Ireland are fundamental elements of the Good Friday Agreement, endorsed 
by the people of this island of Ireland, North and South. Should there be a vote in favour of 
constitutional change in the future, it will be a binding obligation on both Governments to intro-
duce and support in their respective Parliaments legislation to give effect to that wish.

These are extremely important issues which naturally require very careful and serious con-
sideration. The Government will continue to listen to and engage with the views of everyone 
on this island, on the constitutional future that they wish to see for Northern Ireland. It is for 
that reason that the Government has established a Shared Island unit within the Department of 
An Taoiseach. This unit will examine the political, social, economic and cultural considerations 
underpinning a future for this island in which all traditions are mutually respected.

  Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 120.

06/10/2020WRF06400Human Rights

06/10/2020WRF06500125. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his response to the ongoing 
detention of defenders (details supplied) of women’s rights in Saudi Arabia; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28455/20]

06/10/2020WRF06600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Protecting and promoting human 
rights is a cornerstone of Ireland’s foreign policy. Ireland has consistently supported women 
human rights defenders and continually advocates for the freedom of all civil society actors to 
operate in a safe and enabling environment.

The detention of women human rights defenders in Saudi Arabia is deeply concerning, and 
Ireland has consistently raised concerns, both bilaterally with the Saudi authorities, and in in-
ternational fora, notably the Human Rights Council. 

At the most recent Human Rights Council, Ireland co-signed a Joint statement which ex-
pressed deep concern at the ongoing detention of women human rights defenders in Saudi 
Arabia. Ireland has also co-sponsored resolutions at the Human Rights Council calling upon 
states to investigate alleged human rights violations in the administration of justice and abuses 
suffered by persons deprived of their liberty. 

During the last Universal Periodic Review of Saudi Arabia’s human rights record in No-
vember 2018, Ireland raised its concern about the imprisonment of Human Rights Defenders 
and recommended that Saudi Arabia bring its laws into line with international standards for the 
exercise of the rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and association.

Ireland also works closely with other EU Member States to ensure that human rights issues 
in Saudi Arabia are addressed, and the EU Delegation has raised the cases of the detention of 
women human rights defenders directly with the Saudi authorities on multiple occasions and at 
various levels.

We welcome that plans are advancing to establish an EU-Saudi Arabia Human Rights Dia-
logue. This will provide a valuable additional forum to discuss human rights issues including 
individual cases.

  Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 118.

06/10/2020WRF07000Foreign Birth Registration
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06/10/2020WRF07100127. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the average 
wait time for applications in the foreign births register section; the capacity at which the section 
is operating; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28434/20]

06/10/2020WRF07200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Foreign Births Registration 
Section has now resumed the processing of applications. Foreign Births Registration, by its 
nature, can be a detailed and complex process, often involving official documentation related to 
three generations and issued by several jurisdictions. 

At present, it takes between 12 to 18 months to process an application to completion. The 
section is operating at full capacity. 

The Foreign Births Registration Section has also introduced a dedicated webchat service for 
those seeking further information in relation to their application for FBR. This webchat service 
is open weekdays from 9:00 to 16:30 and can be accessed through the Citizenship page on my 
Department’s website.

06/10/2020WRG00200Foreign Policy

06/10/2020WRG00300128. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his response to the barring 
of the Catalan President from public office; if the issue will be raised with his EU counterparts. 
[28452/20]

06/10/2020WRG00400131. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the re-
moval from office of the Catalan President for the crime of disobedience to the Spanish state; 
his views on the fact that he is the third successive Catalan president to be removed from office 
by the Spanish authorities; and the steps the Government has taken and will take to support 
democratic politics in Catalonia. [28467/20]

06/10/2020WRG00500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
128 and 131 together.

I am aware of the recent verdict of the Spanish Supreme Court against the former President 
of the Catalan region in connection with disobeying an instruction from the Electoral Commis-
sion to remove political symbols from public buildings during an election campaign.

As in Ireland, we respect the separation of powers in Spain and it would therefore not be ap-
propriate for me to comment beyond noting that in this case, as in the cases relating to the two 
previous regional leaders, the Court addressed issues relating to Spanish law.

The freedom to express contesting views is essential in any democracy, including our own. 
However, at the same time it is important that differences of opinion are contested with full 
respect for the law, and the rights of all citizens. 

With regard to the broader situation in Catalonia, I know that the Spanish Government 
maintains dialogue with different strands of political opinion there.  This Government’s position 
remains that the constitutional and political arrangements in Spain are matters to be determined 
by their own citizens, through their own institutions, and in keeping with the rule of law. As I 
have stated before, Ireland respects the constitutional and territorial unity of Spain. 

  Question No. 129 answered with Question No. 122.

06/10/2020WRG00900UN Security Council
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06/10/2020WRG01000130. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of prepara-
tions and changes made by his Department to ensure full participation by Ireland as a member 
of the UN Security Council. [28226/20]

06/10/2020WRG01100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland will take up its seat as an 
elected member of the UN Security Council for the 2021-2022 term on 1 January. We intend 
to make a constructive contribution across the agenda of the Council, which has nearly tripled 
since Ireland last held a seat 20 years ago.

Three principles will underpin our approach: Building Peace, Strengthening Prevention, 
and Ensuring Accountability. The Taoiseach elaborated on these principles in his address to the 
UN General Assembly on 26 September. Work is now ongoing to identify specific priorities and 
areas of focus, taking into consideration where we can have most impact.

In the period ahead, I will undertake a series of consultations with permanent and elected 
members of the Council, and other key partners. I have discussed UN Security Council issues 
with a number of counterparts in recent weeks, including during my visit to Washington last 
week.

I also intend to consult with a range of other UN Member States, including those of States 
that host UN Missions, and countries that contribute troops to Peacekeeping Operations, as well 
as with civil society.

We are keen to ensure an open dialogue with domestic partners, and make use of the exten-
sive expertise available within Irish civil society organisations and academia and a stakeholder 
forum has been established in partnership with the IIEA.

A UN Security Council Task Team has been established in DFA Headquarters to coordinate 
our work on the Council. The Permanent Mission in New York will play a key role, and its staff-
ing has been expanded to meet the increased workload.

Our term of the Council is a Government-wide effort, and we will work closely with other 
Departments. This includes the Department of Defence and Defence Forces, given our long-
standing engagement in UN Peacekeeping. The Secretaries General of the Department of For-
eign Affairs and the Department of Defence met recently to discuss a joint programme of work 
to prepare for Council membership. 

I look forward to keeping the Oireachtas informed of our work on the Council.

  Question No. 131 answered with Question No. 128.

06/10/2020WRG01500Foreign Policy

06/10/2020WRG01600132. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the actions taken to 
support the people of Yemen. [28336/20]

06/10/2020WRG01700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): The people of Yemen continue to be confronted with multiple threats to their lives and 
livelihoods. In addition to the prolonged conflict and the resulting humanitarian crisis, they are 
now facing a health emergency caused by Covid-19.

The underlying cause of the humanitarian crisis in Yemen is armed conflict. Along with the 
UN and the EU, Ireland believes that the only way to bring about a long-term sustainable im-
provement in the situation is through a negotiated end to the conflict. Ireland fully supports the 
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efforts of the UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths. We urge all parties to the conflict to engage 
with the Special Envoy without pre-conditions, to enact confidence-building measures to secure 
a sustainable peace and to allow the people of Yemen to begin to rebuild their lives.

Ireland reiterates that all parties to conflict have a duty to uphold International Humanitarian 
Law, and we remind all parties to the conflict in Yemen of their legal and moral obligations to 
take all necessary steps to prevent attacks on civilians and civilian buildings.

Humanitarian assistance will not resolve the crisis in Yemen but it is vital for the immediate 
welfare of its people. Since 2015, Ireland has contributed €27 million to address the situation in 
Yemen, with over 90 per cent of that total, including €5 million in 2020, going to the Yemen Hu-
manitarian Fund. This Fund mobilises and channels funding to NGOs and UN agencies which 
have the capacity and are best placed to deliver life-saving assistance to the most vulnerable.  
Ireland will continue to provide support through the agencies and mechanisms at the heart of 
the humanitarian response.

In Yemen, every day is a struggle for humanitarian and health workers to provide basic care. 
We call on all parties to the conflict to ensure those workers have safe, secure, unfettered access 
to all people in need within Yemen.

  Question No. 133 answered with Question No. 109.

  Question No. 134 answered with Question No. 120.

06/10/2020WRG02400Dublin-Monaghan Bombings

06/10/2020WRG02500135. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the outcome of recent 
discussions he has had with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and the UK Foreign 
Secretary on the Dublin-Monaghan bombings of 1974 and the need for a full investigation with 
access to UK files and papers pertaining to the atrocities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28449/20]

06/10/2020WRG02600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): This year marked the 46th an-
niversary of the appalling attacks of the Dublin and Monaghan bombings in which 33 people 
were murdered. The Government stands in solidarity with all those who lost loved ones or were 
injured on that day.

The implementation of the All-Party Dáil motions relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings is a priority for the Government, as highlighted in the Programme for Government. 
The All-Party motion on the 1974 Dublin Monaghan bombings adopted by the Dáil on 25 May 
2016 has, like those adopted in 2008 and 2011, been conveyed to the British Government. 
These motions call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, international 
judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin Monaghan bombings.

The Government will continue to seek the full truth of these appalling attacks, and some 
measure of closure for those affected. We have consistently raised the issue with the British 
Government on a bilateral basis, including at the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference. 

I have made clear to my counterparts that the absence of a response from the British Gov-
ernment is of deep concern to the Government, and that there remains a pressing need for a 
response. 

The Government welcomed the announcement by the PSNI on 30 November 2019 that 
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former Chief Constable Jon Boutcher will head an Independent Police Team to conduct an 
analytical report on the Glenanne Gang series of cases. We will be supportive of facilitating this 
investigation, subject to the requirements of the law, as we have other investigative processes in 
Northern Ireland, in relation to the attacks that were, or may have been, linked to the Glenanne 
Gang and other cases from the Troubles.

The Government will continue to engage with the British Government on this request, at 
senior political level and in official level engagement by my Department, to pursue all possible 
avenues to achieve progress on this issue, consistent with the request made by this House and 
until a satisfactory resolution is found.

06/10/2020WRG02700Brexit Negotiations

06/10/2020WRG02800136. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the main ob-
stacles to a deal between the European Union and the UK; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28486/20]

06/10/2020WRG02900139. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of the ninth 
round of Brexit negotiations with the EU and the UK; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28492/20]

06/10/2020WRG03000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
136 and 139 together.

The ninth round of negotiations in the EU-UK Future Relationship took place from 28 
September to 3 October. While a degree of progress was made, there remains some distance 
to go on the key issues of fisheries, the level playing field and governance. Unlocking these is-
sues is key to moving towards a more intensified phase of the talks. The EU has been clear that 
an overall agreement on the Future Relationship cannot be secured without progress on these 
fundamental issues. Commission President von der Leyen spoke to PM Johnson on 3 October 
to take stock of the negotiations. Contacts between the EU and UK will continue in the period 
ahead with a view to making further progress.

On the level playing field in particular, both the EU and UK agreed in the Joint Political 
Declaration in October 2019 that, because of our proximity and economic interconnectedness, 
measures to ensure a level playing field would be an integral part of the Future Relationship. 
Those measures are designed to protect fair and open competition. The arrangements that the 
EU is proposing in this area reflect the level and intensity of our trade with the UK.

The UK will be the EU’s partner, but also our competitor, and it is important that we have 
clear rules in place to make sure that this competition operates fairly and in a way that protects 
our businesses and our consumers.

Fisheries remains a challenging area in the negotiations. A positive resolution of this issue 
is an important priority for Ireland. We are seeking to protect the interests of the Irish fleet in 
terms of both access and the quota share it currently enjoys in British waters. The Task Force 
is continuing to push for better UK engagement in this area. We, together with other affected 
Member States, remain in close contact with the Task Force on this issue. 

We are all aware that time is growing short, and that a no deal outcome is in no one’s inter-
ests. Ireland is engaged in these negotiations as part of the EU27, and we have been working 
hard to ensure that the EU’s approach to these negotiations reflects Ireland’s values and inter-
ests.
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Only a few weeks remain to secure a deal. Ireland, and the EU, will continue to engage 
positively and in good faith in the time remaining.

I must also be clear that together with our focus on the Future Relationship negotiations, the 
EU will also be working hard in the weeks ahead to find a resolution to the challenge created 
by the UK’s Internal Market Bill. Certain provisions of this Bill amount to a unilateral reopen-
ing of the Withdrawal Agreement, which is unacceptable. We remain committed to building a 
future relationship with the UK, but it can only be on the basis of trust and confidence that the 
Withdrawal Agreement is being fully implemented.

On 1 October, the Commission issued a letter of formal notice to the UK for breaching its 
obligations under the Withdrawal Agreement. This marks the beginning of a formal infringe-
ment process against the UK. 

The EU27 remain firmly united in support for the Commission’s approach to both the im-
plementation of the Withdrawal Agreement and the Future Relationship negotiations. Michel 
Barnier and his team have Ireland’s full confidence. We will stay in close contact with them in 
the coming days and weeks.

06/10/2020WRG03100Programme for Government

06/10/2020WRG03200137. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps that will 
be taken in 2020 and the resources that will be made available to deliver on the commitment 
in the programme for Government to develop third-level opportunities at Ulster University’s 
Magee campus, County Derry. [25615/20]

06/10/2020WRG03300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the Programme for Govern-
ment, “Our Shared Future”, the Government affirms that it will work with the Northern Ireland 
Executive and the British Government to commit to investment and development opportuni-
ties in the North West and Border communities, including third-level opportunities for young 
people from across the region at the Ulster University Magee Campus in Derry.

This confirms the commitments made by the Government on 9 January 2020, when the 
then Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and I published the New Decade, New Approach 
(NDNA) agreement, which was the basis for the political parties in Northern Ireland to resume 
operating the power-sharing Executive and Assembly.

The Irish and British Governments, at the same time, each announced their own separate 
sets of financial and other commitments in support of the resumption of the power-sharing insti-
tutions at Stormont and the work of the North South Ministerial Council.  These commitments, 
which are annexed to the NDNA Agreement but do not form part of it, include a commitment in 
principle to contribute to capital investment to support expanded provision at the Ulster Univer-
sity Magee Campus in Derry, alongside the commitment made in the context of the agreement 
by the British Government. 

The Government welcomes the development of plans for ambitious new higher education 
provision at the Magee Campus, including in the context of the British Government’s City Deal 
and Inclusive Future Fund initiative which is being advanced by Derry City and Strabane Dis-
trict Council. This investment has the potential to increase access to third-level education for 
young people on a cross-border basis, enable further cooperation between third-level institu-
tions in the North West and underpin broader economic development and opportunities in the 
region. 
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We look forward to continued engagement with the Northern Ireland Executive includ-
ing in taking the NDNA commitments forward through the regular pattern of Ministerial-level 
Sectoral meetings across the North South Ministerial Council’s twelve policy sectors over the 
coming months.

The funding requirement in the years ahead to deliver these projects will depend on the tim-
ing and details for projects being agreed on a North/South basis,  and will need to take account 
of necessary discussions with the Executive through the North South Ministerial Council, the 
progress of implementation of each project, and, where relevant, our engagement with the Brit-
ish Government.

  Question No. 138 answered with Question No. 122.

  Question No. 139 answered with Question No. 136.

  Question No. 140 answered with Question No. 116.

06/10/2020WRG04300Visa Agreements

06/10/2020WRG04400141. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if progress has been 
made on establishing an E3 visa agreement between Ireland and the United States of America; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28423/20]

06/10/2020WRG04500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The House will be aware that the 
issue of Irish immigration into the United States has been a high priority for successive Govern-
ments and it continues to be prioritised by this Government.  

I have continuously raised immigration issues, particularly the E3 visa, in my interactions 
with the US Administration and US political leaders, including most recently during my meet-
ing with US Special Envoy Mick Mulvaney in Dublin on 28 September and during meetings 
at senior political level in Washington D.C. last week. The E3 Bill was also raised by the then 
Taoiseach when he spoke with Mr. Mulvaney in February, and with members of the US admin-
istration when he visited Washington D.C. for St Patrick’s Day this year. Our Embassy in Wash-
ington D.C. also continues its extensive outreach in support of the E3 Bill, working with a range 
of Members of the US House of Representatives and the Senate, from both sides of the aisle. 

The Bill is currently before the US Senate, having been passed in the House of Representa-
tives. It was reintroduced by Congressmen Neal and Sensenbrenner in May 2019, having failed 
to gain Senate approval the previous year. If passed, this could allow access to thousands of US 
visas per year to Irish citizens, providing new opportunities for Irish citizens to live and work 
in the US. The Covid-19 pandemic has impacted upon the congressional agenda; however, we 
hope that when the circumstances allow, the Bill will also be passed in the Senate, and we will 
continue to explore all available options for securing this.

While comprehensive immigration reform is a complex and sensitive political issue in the 
US at present, our Embassy, along with our Consulates General across the United States, will 
continue to monitor the situation and stand ready to engage with any Federal and State initia-
tives on this issue. They are supported in this work by the US & Canada Unit of my Department.

06/10/2020WRG04600Human Rights

06/10/2020WRG04700142. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will use the 
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upcoming role of Ireland on the UN Security Council to highlight the ongoing human rights 
violations being perpetrated on ethnic Uighurs in China, in particular with his Chinese counter-
part on the Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28459/20]

06/10/2020WRG04800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland has not been quiet on this 
matter, and I have spoken in this House about our concerns regarding the situation in Xinjiang 
on numerous occasions.  

The promotion and protection of human rights and respect for the rule of law is central to 
Ireland’s foreign policy. The United Nations is the primary platform for multilateral coopera-
tion among states, and Ireland engages in a principled way with the UN, across the three pillars 
of its work – development, human rights, and peace and security.  

In our national statement at the UN Human Rights Council on 25 September, Ireland reiter-
ated our deep concern regarding the treatment of ethnic Uighurs and other minorities in Xinji-
ang, and urged China to allow unrestricted access to the region for the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights. 

Ireland was one of 27 states to issue a Joint Statement at the UN Human Rights Council on 
30 June 2020, which called on the High Commissioner to provide regular information about the 
situation in the region.  Ireland previously supported a Joint Statement at the UN Third Com-
mittee in October 2019, and a Joint Letter at the UN Human Rights Council in July 2019, which 
called for the Chinese Government to uphold its international obligations and respect human 
rights in Xinjiang. 

This week, Ireland is supporting a Joint Statement at the UN Third Committee which reiter-
ates our grave concern regarding the situation in Xinjiang, and recalls the exceptional letter of 
concern issued by 50 UN Special Procedures mandate holders which called on China to respect 
human rights and to allow immediate, meaningful and unfettered access to Xinjiang for inde-
pendent observers.

At EU level, the deterioration of the human rights situation, including the treatment of mi-
norities in Xinjiang, was raised by EU leaders with China on 14 September, and it was agreed 
to discuss these issues further at an EU-China Human Rights Dialogue later this year.

Ireland is now working on preparations for taking up our seat on the UN Security Council 
next January. We will engage openly with all members of the Council, including China, across 
the Council agenda. Our approach will be informed by our record as a country that has a con-
sistent, principled and  independent foreign policy.

  Questions Nos. 143 to 145, inclusive, answered with Question No. 112.

06/10/2020WRG05800Brexit Preparations

06/10/2020WRG05900146. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
he continues to make alternative provisions in respect of the post-Brexit era in the event of no 
agreement and limited access to the UK landbridge for exporters and importers here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28442/20]

06/10/2020WRG06000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Regardless of the outcome of the 
ongoing negotiations, the end of the transition will mean substantial and lasting change.  The 
UK will be outside the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union from 1 January 2021.  This 
means that any business that moves goods to, from or through Great Britain will be subject to 
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a range of customs formalities, SPS checks and other regulatory requirements that do not apply 
today.

Ensuring that the UK landbridge remains an efficient and effective route to market for Irish 
traders is a priority of the Government’s Brexit planning.  When the transition period ends on 
31 December 2020, operators will still be able to move goods via the landbridge but the way 
they use the landbridge will change.  Each movement will involve new procedures and require 
a financial guarantee to be in place.

While the UK’s accession to the Common Transit Convention (CTC) is welcome and we 
continue to work positively with our EU partners on addressing challenges in EU ports for tran-
sit landbridge traffic, delays and blockages at UK ports for Irish operators using the landbridge 
is a very real and substantial risk, and outside of our control. The Government has pointed out 
for some time now including in our readiness plans in 2019 and 2020 that there will likely be 
delays at ports immediately after the end of the transition period, with Dover-Calais identified 
as a particular likely bottleneck.  This is also the view of the UK Government which has  writ-
ten to traders in the UK and published its ‘Reasonable Worst Case Scenario’ modelling which 
envisages queues of up to 7,000 HGVs in Kent, in the vicinity of Dover Port and of a possible 
60%-80% reduction in trade flows using the crossing.  It is vital that all operators understand 
the risk of delays and the changes that will arise for importers and exports on 1 January and 
take steps to address them.  These are outlined in detail in the Government’s Brexit Readiness 
Action Plan published on 9 September where there is a specific chapter on trade in goods and 
using the landbridge.

By contrast, goods moving directly between Ireland and elsewhere in the EU will not be sub-
ject to any new procedures.  The Government has been engaging extensively with the shipping 
sector to assess the capacity available on direct routes to continental ports and I am working 
closely with my colleague Eamonn Ryan, the Minister for Transport.  The sector has indicated 
that sufficient capacity is available on direct routes and that the sector is capable of responding 
to any further increase in demand.  I encourage engagement between traders, hauliers and ferry 
companies to align capacity with needs.

A number of new direct services have been launched in the past year and extra sailings are 
also planned on existing routes.  Traders should now consider switching to direct route options 
where feasible.

06/10/2020WRH00200Commission on the Future of Media

06/10/2020WRH00300147. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Taoiseach the status of the establishment of the Future 
of Media Commission outlined in the programme for Government; the timeline for progression 
of same. [28281/20]

06/10/2020WRH00400The Taoiseach: On Tuesday 29 September, Government approved the terms of reference 
and membership of the Future of Media Commission.

Professor Brian Mac Craith has been appointed as Chair of the Commission. Other mem-
bers of the Commission include:

- Sinéad Burke, Director of Tilting the Lens, writer and academic active in social media, and 
member of the Council of State

- Alan Rusbridger, Chair of the Steering Committee of the Reuters Institute for the Study 
of Journalism at the University of Oxford, and former Editor-in-Chief of Guardian News and 
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Media

- Lynette Fay, freelance broadcaster (broadcasting as Gaeilge and in English on BBC Radio 
Ulster) with an academic background in applied communications

- Nuala O’Connor, co-founder of South Wind Blows, writer and documentary filmmaker in 
the areas of music and the Arts

- Gillian Doyle, Professor of Media Economics (Theatre, Film and Television Studies), 
University of Glasgow

- Mark Little, CEO and co-Founder of Kinzen. Founder of social news agency, Storyful

- Stephen McNamara, Director of Communications, Irish Rugby Football Union

- Dr Finola Doyle-O’Neill, Broadcast Historian, University College Cork

- Two further proposed members have agreed to serve, subject to approval by their employ-
ers, and their names will be announced once this is obtained. 

The Commission has been constituted as an expert group, rather than a representative body. 
Members have a broad range of expertise and experience as journalists and/or academics in 
broadcast, print and online media at national and international level, including at senior edito-
rial level. 

It is envisaged that the Commission will have extensive engagement with key stakeholders, 
including journalists and their representatives, publishers, regional media, and the wider public 
to inform its deliberations. 

The Future of Media Commission is tasked with:

- proposing how public service broadcasting aims should be delivered in Ireland over the 
next ten years;

- how this should contribute to supporting Ireland’s cultural and creative sectors;

- how this work can be funded in a way that is sustainable, gives greater security of funding, 
ensures independent editorial oversight and delivers value for money to the public;

- making recommendations on RTÉ’s role, financing and structure within this framework;

- how this is overseen and regulated, having regard to our EU obligations including the re-
quirements of the revised Audio-visual Media Services Directive.

The Commission is to report within nine months on the necessary measures that need to be 
taken to ensure that there is a vibrant, independent and sustainable public service media for the 
next generation.

06/10/2020WRH00500Planning Issues

06/10/2020WRH00600148. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Taoiseach if the group of experts from the public 
service, academia, NGOs and the private sector has been convened as committed to in the pro-
gramme for Government to devise a set of non-economic-based indicators to measure wellbe-
ing and progress; if so, if a list of those on the group will be provided; and if not, the reason. 
[28075/20]
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06/10/2020WRH00700The Taoiseach: There is a recognised need for more comprehensive and holistic tools to 
better assess well-being as an aid to policy and budgetary decisions. We are committed to de-
veloping such new measures of well-being and progress as envisaged in the Programme for 
Government. 

Much work has been done in this area which we can learn and build upon. The Department 
of Finance has conducted research exploring the best approach for the development of a new 
measure of well-being, drawing on the OECD framework and international approaches, and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has done significant work on progressing 
Performance and Equality Budgeting over recent years.

Developing a comprehensive set of well-being measurement tools, building on this work 
already underway, will be taken forward as part of the work on developing a National Economic 
Plan, and will be one of the workstreams flowing from the Plan over the coming months. I an-
ticipate that a Group of experts, as set out in the Programme for Government, will be convened 
to help guide this work following publication of the Plan.

Question No. 149 answered with Question No. 6.

06/10/2020WRH00800Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRH00900150. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the number of staff in his Department 
on sick leave between March and September by month in 2019 and to date 2020; the pay ar-
rangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; the number of sick 
days accounted for by his Department over the period. [28943/20]

06/10/2020WRH01000The Taoiseach: My Department takes an active approach to managing sick leave consistent 
with the relevant Department of Public Expenditure and Reform sick leave circulars.  These 
also set out the sick leave entitlements of staff across the Civil Service including various limits 
which apply. 

The most recent validated sick leave statistics for my Department relate to 2018.   My De-
partment’s Lost Time Rate for 2018 was 2.09% and the average number of working days lost 
per WTE in my Department in 2018 was 4.78 days. This compares favourably to the Civil Ser-
vice averages for 2018 which reflected a civil service average rate of 4.4% Lost Time Rate and 
10 working days lost per WTE.

The details requested by the Deputy in respect of 2019 and 2020 are set out in the table 
below. It should be noted that these figures have been provided by the National Shared Service 
Office and will not be fully validated until later this year.

Month Year No. of Staff on Sick Leave
March 2019 17

2020 10
April 2019 21

2020 1
May 2019 24

2020 2
June 2019 19

2020 3
July 2019 16

2020 3
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Month Year No. of Staff on Sick Leave
August 2019 14

2020 3
September 2019 14

2020 3

06/10/2020WRH01100Health and Safety Authority 

06/10/2020WRH01200151. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the number of workplace inspectors in the employ of the HSA; the estimated 
full-year cost of their employment; and the percentage of businesses inspected by them in 2019 
and to date in 2020. [28186/20]

06/10/2020WRH01300155. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of workplace inspectors in the employ of the HSA; the estimated full year 
cost of their employment; and the number of businesses inspected by them in 2019 and to date 
in 2020. [28192/20]

06/10/2020WRH01400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 151 and 155 together.

The staff of the Health and Safety Authority is comprised of both administration and inspec-
tor grades. The inspector grades comprise of Grade I (senior inspectors) as well as GII and GIII 
inspectors. Inspectors operate across all mandates of the Health and Safety Authority including 
occupational health and safety and market surveillance of products and chemicals. They may 
also be involved in either general inspection, specialist inspection, investigation or implement-
ing policy developed at national, European and international level.

At the end of 2019, the Health and Safety Authority employed 181 staff, including inspec-
tors, professional and technical specialists, administrators and clerical staff. Of the 181 staff, 
105 were employed in inspector grades.  Payroll costs for 2019 amounted to approximately 
€10M.  The payroll costs for those in inspector grades was approximately €7.5M.  

At the end of August 2020, the Health and Safety Authority employed 181 staff, including 
inspectors, professional and technical specialists, administrators and clerical staff. Of the 181 
staff, 109 were employed in inspector grades.  The total Exchequer pay allocation for the Health 
and Safety Authority in 2020 is €12m. Full year pay costs are not yet available. 

In 2019, the Health and Safety Authority completed 10,302 inspections and investigations 
under its occupational health and safety, and chemical mandates.  

From the beginning of 2020 to the end of August 2020, the Health and Safety Authority has 
completed 6,780 inspections and investigations under its occupational health and safety, and 
chemical mandates.  Of these inspections / investigations, 3,265 addressed COVID-19.

06/10/2020WRH01500Workplace Relations Commission

06/10/2020WRH01600152. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the number of workplace inspectors in the employ of the Workplace Relations 
Commission; the estimated full-year cost of their employment; and the percentage of busi-
nesses inspected by them in 2019 and to date in 2020. [28188/20]
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06/10/2020WRH01700156. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the number of workplace inspectors employed by the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion; the estimated full-year cost of their employment; and the number of businesses inspected 
by them in 2019 and to date in 2020. [28195/20]

06/10/2020WRH01800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I propose to take Questions Nos. 152 and 156 together.

The Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) is an independent, statutory body under the 
aegis of my Department, established on 1st October 2015 under the Workplace Relations Act 
2015. The WRC’s core services include the inspection of employment rights compliance, the 
provision of information, adjudicating on complaints under employment protection, equality 
and industrial relations legislation and the provision of mediation, conciliation, facilitation and 
advisory services.

1. Number of Inspectors:

The WRC Inspectorate is staffed by civil servants of my Department. As at 30 September 
2020, there are a total of 48 WRC Labour Inspectors. Table 1 attached provides details of the 
grade, number and regional location of these inspectors.  In addition, there are panels in place 
for the assignment of 5 further inspector grades and, working with the Public Appointments 
Service, new regional panels will shortly be established.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-10-06_pq152-06-10-20_en.docx”>Table 1 number of inspectors</a>]

2. Number of inspections 2019 and to date 2020:

The aim of the WRC Inspectorate is to achieve voluntary compliance with employment 
law through the provision of education and awareness, inspection of employers’ employment 
records and enforcement where necessary. While every effort is made to secure compliance, 
some employers either refuse or fail to rectify the breaches identified and/or pay money due to 
their employees. These cases are referred for prosecution. 

The Inspectorate Division of the WRC carries out inspections of employer records with a 
view to determining compliance with employment rights legislations. These inspections arise: 

- In response to complaints received of alleged non-compliance with relevant employment 
rights legislation; 

- As part of compliance campaigns which focus on compliance in specific sectors or specific 
pieces of legislation; or 

- From routine inspections (announced and unannounced) which act as an overall control 
measure.

In 2019 WRC inspectors carried out 4,804 inspections or compliance checks with €3,929,840 
unpaid wages recovered. The draft figures for 2020 to date indicate that 5,166 inspections or 
compliance checks have been carried out with €1,323,913 unpaid wages recovered. Since early 
June, all inspectors and inspector team managers of the WRC have also been engaged in com-
pliance visits on behalf of the HSA to ensure that Covid-19 Return to Work Safely Protocols 
were being observed by businesses in specific sectors.  Of the total number of inspections in 
2020, approximately 3,500 inspections included checks on the Covid-19 Return to Work Safely 
Protocols.
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3. Cost of the WRC Inspectorate 2019 and to date 2020:

As an office of my Department, the WRC is funded through my Department’s Vote. In 2019, 
the basic pay cost for the inspections services of the WRC was €2,427,500.  Travel and sub-
sistence costs amounted to a further €381,477 in the same period bringing the total cost of the 
WRC inspections services in 2019, to €2,808,977. 

Up to 2nd October 2020, the basic pay cost for the inspections services was €1,917,442 
with expenditure of €171,377 on travel and subsistence incurred up to the 29 September 2020.   
It is anticipated that these costs will increase by 25% over the remainder of this year. As such 
the estimated total expenditure in respect of the inspections services on basic pay in 2020 is 
€2,396,803 and €214,221 on travel and subsistence, totalling €2,611,024 estimated for full year 
2020. This is slightly less than last year as it includes the Covid-19 lockdown period when most 
businesses were closed and travel was severely restricted.

06/10/2020WRH01900Trade Agreements

06/10/2020WRH02000153. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the status of the publication of a report commissioned on the economic and sustain-
ability impact assessment for Ireland of the EU-Mercosur Trade Agreement. [28112/20]

06/10/2020WRH02100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): In January 2020, my Department, in conjunction with the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine, commissioned independent consultancy firm, Implement Consulting, 
to undertake an Economic and Sustainability Impact Assessment (ESIA) of the EU-Mercosur 
Agreement following a competitive tender process. 

The ESIA will consist of two equally important and complementary components, namely 
a comprehensive analysis of the potential economic benefits as well as a robust sustainability 
impact assessment (including social, human rights and environmental impacts) that the trade 
Agreement could have in Ireland and the Mercosur countries of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay 
and Uruguay.  Similarly, a wide-ranging consultation process will ensure the engagement of all 
relevant stakeholders in the conduct of the Impact Assessment.

In line with commitments in the Programme for Government, the ESIA is designed to as-
sist Government in formulating its position on future ratification of the Agreement and it is my 
intention, working in conjunction with the Minister for Agriculture Food and the Marine, that 
Government will have the ESIA available to us to assist our decision-making on the Agreement 
ahead of the European Commission presenting the Member States with the legally-proofed 
texts of the Agreement.

Work by the Consultants on the ESIA is well advanced with my Department informed that 
the bulk of the research has been completed. It is my intention that the Report will be published 
once it has been  received and considered by the Government.

06/10/2020WRH02200Work Permits

06/10/2020WRH02300154. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if a person working in Ireland under the work permit programme can transfer to 
another employer in the same specific sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28143/20]
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06/10/2020WRH02400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Ireland operates a managed employment permits system maximising the benefits of eco-
nomic migration and minimising the risk of disrupting Ireland’s labour market. The system is 
designed to facilitate the entry of appropriately skilled non-EEA nationals to fill skills and/or 
labour shortages, however, this objective must be balanced by the need to ensure that there are 
no suitably qualified Irish/EEA nationals available to undertake the work and that the shortage 
is a genuine one. 

The system is, by design, vacancy led and managed through the operation of the critical 
skills and ineligible occupations lists which determine employments that are either in high 
demand or are ineligible for consideration for an employment permit.  An employment permit 
may be granted for an eligible occupation where there is a direct contractual arrangement be-
tween an employer and an employee and are not sector specific.  Once granted, the employment 
permit allows the non-EEA national to commence employment in the State in the employment, 
with the employer, and for the period as stated on the permit. 

Under the Employment Permits Acts a permit holder on their first employment permit in the 
State is expected to stay with the initial employer for a period of 12 months. An application for 
a new employment permit for a different employer, submitted within that period, will only be 
considered in certain circumstances such as where the employment relationship has fundamen-
tally changed or where the permit holder has been made redundant.  This attempts to strike a 
reasonable balance between, the employer’s expectations that the permit holder remain in his or 
her employment for a reasonable period of time given the costs involved in recruiting the permit 
holder and, on the other hand, not unduly binding the permit holder to the employer. 

After 12 months the permit holder may move employer subject to a new application for an 
employment permit and subject to the relevant criteria.

  Question No. 155 answered with Question No. 151.

  Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 152.

06/10/2020WRH02700Sick Pay Scheme

06/10/2020WRH02800157. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if his attention has been drawn to reports that an organisation (details supplied) is 
refusing to engage unions on issues relating to sick pay for workers in meat plants; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28252/20]

06/10/2020WRH02900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Industrial relations are based on voluntarism. The Minister has no power to compel par-
ties to engage with one another. Should parties wish to explore collective bargaining in an 
impartial environment the conciliation services of the WRC are available.  

I have publicly stated my intention to establish a Statutory Sick Pay Scheme in full consul-
tation with employers and unions. This will build on the various improvements that have been 
made to social protections for workers over the last five years, including paternity benefit, pa-
rental leave benefit and the extension of social insurance benefits to the self-employed and those 
in the gig economy. In addition, further significant benefits, including enhanced illness benefit, 
have already been introduced by the Government in response to Covid-19. The introduction of 
a statutory sick pay scheme will guarantee horizontal sick pay protections for all employees 
regardless of the sector in which they work. 
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06/10/2020WRH03000Job Losses

06/10/2020WRH03100158. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he will intervene in situations in which employees of meat processing plants are 
laid off due to the fact they live in direct provision. [28253/20]

06/10/2020WRH03200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Ireland’s employment rights frameworks are horizontal, meaning that any statutory em-
ployment right must protect all workers and cannot discriminate on a sectoral or other basis, 
such as where a person lives. 

Ireland has a comprehensive body of employment legislation, in respect of which the Work-
place Relations Commission (WRC) is mandated to secure compliance, and we have a strong 
track record when it comes to protecting the rights of workers.  Ireland’s employment rights 
legislation protects all employees who are legally employed on a contract of service basis.

When selecting employees for lay off or short-time working, employers must apply the same 
criteria for selection as for redundancy. The criteria should be reasonable and applied fairly.

Under employment equality legislation selection for lay-off must not discriminate against 
employees on any of the 9 grounds. Any worker who feels they have been treated unfairly may 
pursue their case with the WRC.

Similarly, any workers who feel they have been unfairly dismissed can pursue a case with 
the WRC under various pieces of legislation such as; the Unfair Dismissals Act or Protection of 
Employees Acts for Fixed-Term and Part-Time workers.

A complaint or multiple complaints can be submitted to the WRC by completing the online 
form available from on the WRC website at www.workplacerelations.ie.

The WRC Information & Customer Service centre can also be contacted at 1890 80 80 90.

06/10/2020WRH03300Enterprise Ireland

06/10/2020WRH03400159. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he will authorise Enterprise Ireland to release some funds granted under the 
disruptive technologies programme to companies such as a company (details supplied) without 
the venture private capital being in place first in view of the impact of Covid-19 on the venture 
capital markets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28572/20]

06/10/2020WRH03500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund (DTIF) is a €500 million fund, running 
from 2018 to 2027, established as part of the National Development Plan under Project Ireland 
2040. It is administered by Enterprise Ireland on behalf of my Department.

The Fund is available for collaborative projects seeking investment in the development 
and deployment of disruptive innovative technologies and applications, on a commercial basis, 
targeted at tackling national and global challenges. SME participation is a requirement of all 
consortia.

One of the eligibility criteria for DTIF is the requirement for all enterprise partners to pro-
vide matching funding, equal to the amount they are seeking from the Fund. This is in keeping 
with the EU State Aid rules under which the Fund operates, and which are aimed at preventing 
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the use of State resources to distort competition in the marketplace.

Enterprise Ireland is engaging with all the project partners as part of the DTIF portfolio 
management process and provides special attention to SME participants. A number of small 
companies, awarded funding in principle from DTIF (subject to meeting drawdown require-
ments), have received advice on private funding options available to help them meet the finan-
cial capacity requirements under the Fund and Enterprise Ireland will continue to engage with 
such companies in this regard. While providing as much flexibility as possible, there are key 
drawdown requirements that must be observed.

The Fund is an important mechanism for facilitating SMEs to grow, to scale-up and to at-
tract investment. Indeed, there have already been several notable successes where SMEs in-
volved in DTIF projects have attracted significant additional private investment even beyond 
what they have already invested themselves.

06/10/2020WRH03600EU Directives

06/10/2020WRH03700160. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the cost to his Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transpo-
sition of EU directives into Irish law; the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the 
daily cost of each fine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28609/20]

06/10/2020WRH03800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): My Department has not incurred any costs in relation to fines for non-transposition of EU 
directives into Irish law.

06/10/2020WRH03900Industrial Development

06/10/2020WRH04000161. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment his views on a matter (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28698/20]

06/10/2020WRH04100Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The property that the Deputy is referring to is not owned by IDA Ireland. However, the 
Agency has included this building in its database of available property solutions for prospective 
clients looking to invest or expand in County Kerry. 

More generally, County Kerry has witnessed a number of significant announcements from 
IDA client companies in recent years including investments from JRI America, Central Pharma 
and Sigmar. There are now 18 IDA client companies in the County employing nearly 2,200 peo-
ple. The enterprise agencies under my remit will continue to engage with their clients and with 
one another to secure further investment and job creation for Kerry and the South-West region.

06/10/2020WRH04200Action Plan for Jobs

06/10/2020WRH04300162. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if his Department will be producing an action plan for jobs in 2020 or 2021; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28715/20]

06/10/2020WRH04400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
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kar): Building on the extensive enterprise and employment supports that had already been 
deployed, the €7.4 billion July Stimulus Package was, as promised, a package of measures of 
sufficient scale that demonstrates the commitment this Government has to stand behind enter-
prises, limit the damage to our economy wreaked by this pandemic and get our people back to 
work. Indeed, it is bigger in scale than most budgets and it is being deployed at speed.

Having come through the initial economic shock with unprecedented levels of State in-
tervention stabilising the economy, the focus is now on sustaining the recovery in the face of 
uncertainty and disruption while seeking to minimise permanent loss of economic activity and 
employment. As such, the next steps in our recovery journey will be mapped out in the October 
Budget and the subsequent National Economic Plan.

The National Economic Plan will set out a vision for what our post-COVID economy will 
look like. The plan will set longer term objectives for the economy post crisis and identify poli-
cies and strategies to achieve those objectives. While the focus of Government action up to now 
has been on protecting workers, households and firms, the plan will need to look to the future 
and show how our economy can be positioned to exploit opportunities for growth in emerging 
sectors and in areas such as new ways of working, while also addressing how we will prepare 
for the transitioning of enterprises and workers in response to technology and climate change 
developments. Ireland’s flexible and skilled labour force has traditionally been a strength of the 
country and reskilling and upskilling of the labour force in response to anticipated future skills 
needs a core element to be progressed under the plan.

The plan will be progressed over the coming weeks and I would expect it to launch in No-
vember. 

In 2019, the Action Plan for Jobs series was replaced by Future Jobs Ireland, a whole-of-
government framework to prepare Ireland for the challenges and opportunities ahead in terms 
of the transition to a digital and low carbon economy. Future Jobs Ireland was designed with 
the aim of integrating innovation and resilience into our economy and ensuring our enterprises 
and workers would be well positioned to adapt to the twin transitions.

The Programme for Government commits to updating the Future Jobs Ireland framework 
and will be taken forward as part of the implementation of the National Economic Plan.

06/10/2020WRJ00200Credit Guarantee Scheme

06/10/2020WRJ00300163. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the basic eligibility criteria for businesses to avail of the credit guarantee scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28724/20]

06/10/2020WRJ00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Announced as part of the Government’s suite of supports for businesses that have been 
negatively impacted as a result of the outbreak of COVID-19 in Ireland, the COVID-19 Credit 
Guarantee Scheme will facilitate up to €2 billion in lending to eligible businesses.

The Scheme offers a partial Government guarantee (80%) to participating finance providers 
against losses on qualifying finance agreements to eligible SMEs, small Mid-Caps and primary 
producers. It is designed to incentivise participating finance providers to continue to play their 
role in supporting the availability of additional liquidity to Irish businesses.

The main features of the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme are:
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- The amount available under the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme is €2 billion. 

- A guarantee rate of 80% for the State with the lenders retaining 20% of the risk of the loan. 

- Loans from €10,000 to €1,000,000 are available for terms of up to five and a half years.

- There will be no portfolio cap for individual lenders.

- Lenders will set the interest rate on the products offered, which will reflect the benefit of 
the State Guarantee. The discount on the interest rate will be transparent to borrowers and will 
be specified in the loan agreement. 

- Loans under €250,000 are unsecured.

- A guarantee premium on each loan under the Scheme is required to be paid.  The premium 
will range from 0.15% - 0.68% for SMEs, depending on the term of the loan, and from 0.3% - 
1.55% for small Mid-Caps depending on the term of the loan.

- The scheme will be timebound and will be available initially until 31 December 2020.

The COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme is currently available through AIB, Bank of Ire-
land and Ulster Bank.  Further to the Open Call, other finance providers are currently being 
assessed by the operator of the Scheme, the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland, and my 
Department and will be coming online in a number of weeks. 

The eligibility criteria for the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme includes:

- The borrower must be an SME, Primary Producer or a small Mid-Cap established in Ire-
land. 

- In order to qualify for the Scheme, the borrower will have to declare an adverse impact of 
minimum 15% of actual or projected turnover or profit due to the impact of COVID-19.

- The borrower must declare that on the 31/12/19 it was a viable business and was not in 
financial difficulty.  As an exception to the above, the Scheme is also available to micro or 
small enterprises which were already in difficulty on 31 December 2019 provided that they are 
not subject to collective insolvency procedures and that they have not received rescue aid or 
restructuring aid.

- The borrower must be able to demonstrate to the lender that it can return to viability in the 
future.

- Certain sectors are excluded from the scheme:

- Construction of buildings and construction of residential and non-residential buildings

- Real Estate Activities - buying and selling of own real estate

- Mining - extraction of crude petroleum, extraction of natural gas, support activities for 
petroleum and natural gas extraction

- Manufacturing - manufacture of tobacco products, manufacture of weapons and ammuni-
tion, manufacture of military fighting vehicles

- Financial and Insurance Activities - monetary intermediation

- Gambling and betting activities
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The total amount of COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme funding per participating enter-
prise shall not exceed:

- double the annual wage bill of the participating enterprise (including social charges as well 
as the cost of personnel working on the undertaking’s site but formally in the payroll of subcon-
tractors) for 2019, or for the last year available. In the case of undertakings created on or after 1 
January 2019, the maximum finance agreement must not exceed the estimated annual wage bill 
for the first two years in operation; or

- 25% of the participating enterprises’ total turnover in 2019.

The lender assesses whether the business will be able to make the necessary repayments on 
the credit, according to its normal assessment criteria and the decision of the lender in terms of 
assessing viability is final.  There is no automatic entitlement to receive a guaranteed facility 
even if a business believes it satisfies the basic eligibility criteria. The normal redress processes 
are available to declined businesses.  The Department plays no role in the application or deci-
sion-making process, which, is fully delegated to the participating lenders.

06/10/2020WRJ00500Small and Medium Enterprises

06/10/2020WRJ00600164. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the measures being considered to support SMEs facing difficulties with commer-
cial rents and arrears due to significantly reduced turnovers; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28725/20]

06/10/2020WRJ00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Government introduced the July Stimulus €7bn package of supports for firms of all 
sizes, which includes the wage subsidy scheme, the pandemic unemployment payment for the 
self-employed, grants, low-cost loans, write-off of commercial rates and deferred tax liabili-
ties, all of which will help to improve cashflow amongst SMEs. Full details on all COVID-19 
supports for business are available at: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/
COVID-19-supports/

The July Stimulus Package is a substantial financial package to stimulate our economy 
worth more than €5 billion, with an additional €2 billion in loan guarantees which is bigger in 
scale than most budgets and is being deployed at speed. The July Stimulus package was de-
signed to help businesses to open, to help those already open to stay open, to get staff back to 
work and for those who cannot go back to their old jobs, there are new opportunities. 

The range of measures in place to assist businesses include direct grants to support viable 
businesses and jobs, including new hire. We have extended the wage subsidy scheme, which 
will run until the end of March 2021 and will be open to firms that do not currently participate 
and open to workers like seasonal workers who were not previously included, and we are giving 
companies extra assistance through an enhanced Restart Plus grant of up to €25,000. From 1 
September, the six-month reduction in the VAT came into effect, going down from 23% to 21%. 

We are providing more and cheaper loan finance through MicroFinance Ireland, SBCI and 
the new €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme. I announced the reopening of MFI lending on 3August 
and I launched the €2bn Credit Guarantee Scheme on 7 September.   

SMEs may also be eligible for the Government’s new Restart Grant Plus Scheme where 
they operate from a rateable premises. Grants of between €4,000 up to a maximum of €25,000 
are available. Those businesses that accessed funding through the previous round of the scheme 
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are eligible to apply for a second top-up payment to a total combined value of the revised maxi-
mum grant level. 

On 1st October I published a new voluntary Code of Conduct that has been agreed between 
landlords and business representatives for commercial renters.  

The Code, which is a commitment in the Programme for Government, has been developed in 
consultation with all relevant stakeholders, including IBEC, Retail Excellence Ireland, Cham-
bers Ireland and Irish Institutional Property (IIP), who manage approximately €14bn of Irish 
property. It is based on an approach taken in other jurisdictions, including Australia, France and 
the UK.

The Code, which will apply until 31 July 2021, sets out a structured approach for engage-
ment between both commercial landlords and tenants, based on their mutual interest in continu-
ing to work together.

The Code sets out a number of principles that both parties should commit to abide by, in-
cluding transparency and collaboration. The Code asks commercial landlords to provide con-
cessions where they can and where this is not possible, asks them to set out clearly the reasons 
for this. It lists some of the issues to consider when determining the impact of COVID-19 and 
the public health restrictions on a business and the need for concession. Where a concession is 
being considered, the Code provides some suggested options for new arrangements. The Code 
also suggests that commercial tenants seeking new arrangements should be clear as to why as-
sistance is needed when seeking concessions from their landlord.

I am working with my colleagues across Government to assist businesses impacted by CO-
VID-19 and I will continue to keep the supports provided for enterprise under review with the 
goal of setting our country towards economic recovery.

06/10/2020WRJ00800Company Liquidations

06/10/2020WRJ00900165. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the steps he will take in respect of the liquidation of a company (details supplied) to 
ensure there is a fair settlement for the workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28861/20]

06/10/2020WRJ01000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Debenhams is a court-supervised liquidation, subject to oversight of the High Court and 
accordingly is sub judice.  Under the Companies Act 2014, I have no power to intervene in a 
court-supervised liquidation.

Similarly, the Government cannot intervene with a liquidator, who has a statutory duty to 
realise assets and distribute to creditors in accordance with the law and who reports to the High 
Court.

Notwithstanding this, the Taoiseach, Government Ministers and I have met on a number of 
occasions with Debenhams employees and union representatives from Mandate to hear their 
views and concerns.  While the Government cannot interfere with the High Court-overseen 
liquidation process, Ministers have sought at all times to ensure that the concerns of workers 
are heard and that the State’s employment and training services are responding to the needs of 
workers.  

The Companies Act 2014 provides safeguards to ensure that a liquidation process complies 
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with the relevant statutory requirements and that relevant parties can intervene. Under section 
631 of the Companies Act, any contributory or creditor (including workers) of the company 
may apply to the court for a determination on any question arising in the winding up of a com-
pany.

The Companies Act also provides provisions which may be utilised by liquidators or credi-
tors of an insolvent company in appropriate cases, including section 608, regarding the court 
power to order return of assets which have been improperly transferred; and section 599 where 
a related company may be required to contribute to the debts of a company being wound up.  

A range of factors will be involved for liquidators or creditors in deciding whether to pursue 
litigation based on these provisions of the Companies Act. 

Minister English and Minister Troy are both working with officials on the range of issues 
which are currently being considered in the context of Debenhams.  They met most recently on 
1st October and are committed to meeting soon with social partners.  The issues under consid-
eration are complex.  Nevertheless, work on this has been prioritised and continues.

The Government is supportive of the best outcome that is possible for the workers, within 
the legal framework available.  I continue to call on all parties to enter into discussions and 
engage towards a fair resolution.

06/10/2020WRJ01100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRJ01200166. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment if a county-specific list is to be published of all establishments that will 
participate in the spend and save scheme; if this list is to be made available and easily accessible 
for persons who wish to support their local businesses while also benefitting from the scheme; 
if the information will be provided by the Government or Fáilte Ireland; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28870/20]

06/10/2020WRJ01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The July Jobs Stimulus Plan announced by the Government contains a suite of tax, loan 
and expenditure measures designed to directly support business at all levels of the economy that 
are negatively impacted by Covid-19.

The Stimulus Plan includes a number of fiscal measures which have been set out in the Fi-
nancial Provisions (Covid-19) (No.2) Bill 2020, published in August 2020.

The Tax measure included in the Bill is a Stay and Spend incentive for the accommodation 
and food sector, the purpose of which is to boost out-of-season demand for these important 
activities.

This is administered through the Revenue Commissioners and is a matter for Minister Dono-
hoe and the Department of Finance.

06/10/2020WRJ01400Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRJ01500167. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment if he has engaged a third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019, 
inclusive, and to date in 2020 to conduct online and or social media monitoring and-or provide 
reports on social media coverage of his Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of 
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the social media platforms being monitored will be provided. [28914/20]

06/10/2020WRJ01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): My Department has not engaged a third-party company to conduct online and-or social 
media monitoring and-or provide reports on social media coverage of my Department in each 
of the years from 2017 to date.

06/10/2020WRJ01700Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRJ01800168. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of staff in his Department on sick leave between March and Septem-
ber by month in 2019 and to date 2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave 
for an extended period of time; the number of sick days accounted for by his Department over 
the period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28932/20]

06/10/2020WRJ01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
The number of staff on sick leave in my Department between March and September by month 
in 2019 and 2020 and the number of sick days accounted for by my Department by month over 
the period are set out in tabular form below. The total number of sick leave days accounted for 
in the period March to September 2019 is 7384 and for the same period in 2020 is 4077.  

MONTH YEAR No of Staff on Sick Leave No. of Sick Leave Days 
March 2019 119 1020 

2020 88 885 
April 2019 130 1052 

2020 25 456 
May 2019 116 1137 

2020 26 420 
June 2019 110 1181 

2020 32 526 
July 2019 105 1117 

2020 42 662 
August 2019 102 969 

2020 39 588 
September 2019 117 908 

2020 43 540 

Pay arrangements for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time.

Pay arrangements for staff on sick leave are governed by the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform Circular 5/2018.  Staff on sick leave are eligible for up to 92 days on full pay 
in a rolling 1 year period counting back from the day before the latest date of absence followed 
by 91 days on half pay subject to a maximum of 183 days in a rolling 4 year period counting 
back from day before the latest date of absence.

Staff who exceed 183 days sick leave in a rolling 4 year period may be paid a rate of pay 
called Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration.  This rate is the same as the rate of pension 
that the individual would be paid if they were to retired on grounds of ill-health and is paid on 
condition that the individual concerned must have the service required for an ill health retire-
ment pension (5years) and there must be a reasonable prospect that the individual will be able 
to return to work and give regular and effective service.
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06/10/2020WRJ02000Recycling Policy

06/10/2020WRJ02100169. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if the expected circular life expectancy of plastics has been explored in the context of 
a deposit and return scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28083/20]

06/10/2020WRJ02200170. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if a cost comparison has been carried out to establish whether the set-up and main-
tenance costs of a deposit and return scheme that includes plastics would provide better value 
than other forms of intervention aimed at reducing the use of plastics by manufacturers and 
retailers in the first instance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28084/20]

06/10/2020WRJ02300Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 169 and 170 together.   

Under the Single Use Plastics Directive, Ireland must achieve a collection target of 90% re-
cycling for plastic bottles by 2029 with an interim target of 77% by 2025. A report prepared for 
my Department by Eunomia concluded that a deposit and return scheme (DRS) is considered to 
be the only feasible way to achieve the required levels of performance under the SUP Directive. 
The report also estimates that a DRS could reduce the cost of litter disamenity to communi-
ties by €95m, reduce littering by 85% and cut the tonnage of deposit-bearing containers that 
are landfilled or incinerated by 88%. The consequent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
in a year is valued at €1.83 million, with the annual reduction in other air pollutants valued at 
€550,000.

In line with a commitment contained in Ireland’s new waste policy – A Waste Action Plan 
for a Circular Economy - I published the Eunomia report on 2 October alongside a consultation 
document setting out possible design options for how a producer-funded DRS would work in 
Ireland.

06/10/2020WRJ02500Recycling Policy

06/10/2020WRJ02600171. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the reason the Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy does not propose new recy-
cling targets or schemes to reduce waste from the construction and demolition sector in view 
of the fact that the sector accounts for 25% to 30% of waste generated annually across the 
European Union, compared with 10% for household waste; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28085/20]

06/10/2020WRJ02700Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
measures outlined in Ireland’s new waste policy, A Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy,  
will help to reduce the volume of construction and demolition waste produced in the first place 
through a greater focus on designing out waste at the initial planning stages. Other measures 
will ensure that construction and demolition wastes arising are managed in a more sustainable 
way through a greater emphasis on waste segregation and diverting appropriate wastes to ben-
eficial uses elsewhere in the economy. In terms of specific targets, these measures will help to 
ensure that we will  meet the target of preparing for reuse, recycling and other material recov-
ery (including beneficial backfilling operations using waste as a substitute) of 70% by weight 
of C&D non-hazardous waste (excluding natural soils & stone) by 31 December 2020 as set 
out in the 2008 Waste Framework Directive. In respect of 2018, the most recent year for which 
data is currently available, the EPA has stated that our recovery rate for this material was 77%.
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06/10/2020WRJ02800Food Waste

06/10/2020WRJ02900172. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the way in which he plans to ensure that proposals such as reducing the sale of multi-
buy packs or buy-one-get-one-free deals do not disproportionately impact on lower-income 
households; if an economic impact assessment has been carried out or is planned to be carried 
out on these matters; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28086/20]

06/10/2020WRJ03000Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My 
Department launched the Waste Plan for a Circular Economy on 4 September 2020. The new 
plan contains a specific chapter on food waste, which outlines a number of actions to tackle this 
problem and to reduce Ireland’s food waste by 50% by 2030. Ireland currently generates an esti-
mated one million tonnes of food waste per annum, even when agricultural activity is excluded.  
One of the measures proposed in the food waste chapter is to work with retailers to end the sale 
of multi-buy packs to prevent over-buying by consumers. The focus here is on “over-buying”, 
where this results in wasted food and an economic cost to the consumer. This issue has been 
considered in other jurisdictions across the European Union and in the United Kingdom.  The 
European Commission is proposing to work with relevant organisations to ensure that food 
price campaigns do not undermine public perception of the value of food (Farm to Fork , 2020).

Early research on this matter was carried out by the UK based Waste Resources Action 
Programme (WRAP) in their December 2011 report ‘Investigation into the possible impact of 
promotions on food waste’. At a national level, the Environmental Protection Agency is cur-
rently conducting the first National Food Waste Attitude Survey. Results will become available 
from October and will provide important insights into consumer behaviours around purchasing, 
food management in the home, the impacts of Covid 19 on these matters, as well as the under-
standing of best before and use by dates. Follow up surveys in future years will be used to target 
additional relevant themes affecting food waste prevention. Most of the major food retailers in 
Ireland have already signed up to the EPA’s Food Waste Charter and have already pledged to 
reducing food waste in their stores and amongst their customer base.

The priority measure in delivering our ambition around food waste will be the development 
of a Food Waste Prevention Roadmap. This will involve consultation and collaboration with a 
wide range of stakeholders from both industry and consumer interest groups. All policies de-
riving from the Action Plan will be carefully calibrated to protect low-income households and 
applied only where sustainable alternatives are available and affordable.

06/10/2020WRJ03100Food Waste

06/10/2020WRJ03200173. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if all submissions received during the public consultation on the Waste Action Plan for 
a Circular Economy will be released. [28087/20]

06/10/2020WRJ03300Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): All 
valid submissions received in response to the public consultation on the Waste Action Plan are 
now available on the Gov.ie website at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/
a6626b-public-consultation-waste-action-plan-for-a-circular-economy/.

06/10/2020WRJ03400Waste Management
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06/10/2020WRJ03500174. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the reason he plans to allow for permit exemption for specific waste streams under Ar-
ticle 24 of the 2008 Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EU); the further reason it is proposed 
in the Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy that construction and demolition waste, one 
of the largest waste streams, will receive an exemption permit; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28088/20]

06/10/2020WRJ03600Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My 
Department has engaged in extensive discussions with the construction industry in relation 
to construction and demolition (C&D) waste at a number of fora including the Construction 
Waste Resource Group and the cross-sectoral Waste Advisory Group. Arising from these dis-
cussions, the planning for, and management of, C&D waste has been identified as a priority 
area in Ireland’s new national waste policy A Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy. A 
number of other Member States have utilised the exemptions available under Article 24 of 
the Waste Framework Directive to manage the treatment of particular waste streams, includ-
ing C&D waste. The new Waste Action Plan commits to reviewing how Article 24 exemptions 
are utilised in these other Member States with a view to informing how the exemption process 
can help manage certain waste streams to support resource efficiency and the transition to a 
more circular economy while also safeguarding human health and the environment.

In addition, the plan commits to establishing a working group to examine how Article 24 
exemptions can encourage greater repair, reuse or recycling in appropriate waste streams, in-
cluding reuse in the C&D sector.  Finally, the plan specifically proposes the use of the exemp-
tion process to manage the on-site treatment of invasive alien plant species, including on C&D 
sites, as such an exemption would help mitigate environmental risks associated with transport-
ing this material to off-site treatment facilities.

06/10/2020WRJ03700Environmental Impact Assessments

06/10/2020WRJ03800175. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if a thorough environmental impact assessment has been carried out to take account of 
unintended harmful consequences from plans outlined in the Waste Action Plan for a Circular 
Economy to create new rules to encourage construction firms to reuse more of their building 
waste in other construction projects; the safeguards that will be put in place to prevent firms 
from self-declaring certain construction and demolition waste as by-products; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28089/20]

06/10/2020WRJ03900Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Ar-
ticle 27 of the European Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations, 2011, provides that in 
certain circumstances a material may be treated as a by-product and not a waste.  Article 28 
of the these Regulations sets out the grounds by which a material may achieve “end of waste” 
status. Ireland’s Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy   contains a number of measures to 
encourage greater use of both the Article 27 and Article 28 processes to minimise the volume of 
waste entering waste treatment facilities which could more appropriately be put to productive 
use elsewhere. 

The Environmental Protection Agency has statutory functions for both Article 27 & 28 and 
as such will continue to be responsible for ensuring that such wastes can be put to beneficial use 
without damaging human health or the environment.  As Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications, I am precluded from exercising any power or control of the Agency of a 
statutory function vested in it, under the Waste Management Act (amended) 1996 and the Envi-
ronment Protection Agency Act, 1992.
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06/10/2020WRJ04000Energy Efficiency

06/10/2020WRJ04100176. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the status of upcoming SEAI grant schemes for works on private dwellings. [28182/20]

06/10/2020WRJ04200Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan set ambitious targets to retro-
fit 500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of B2 and to install 400,000 heat pumps in ex-
isting buildings over the next 10 years. The retrofitting of homes delivers a range of important 
benefits including reductions in greenhouse gas emissions; the creation and retention of jobs 
in communities across the country; as well as warmer, more comfortable and healthier homes 
for citizens.   The development of a new retrofit plan to achieve these targets is well underway.  
This process has included reviewing the experience of existing schemes in Ireland, consultation 
with stakeholders and an analysis of relevant international experience.

SEAI grant schemes will be a central element of the Government’s approach to achieving 
our retrofit targets. The July Stimulus commits to increasing the SEAI budget by €100 mil-
lion in 2021. This additional funding will be focused on community retrofit schemes, retrofit 
schemes supporting those in energy poverty as well as other initiatives to support the achieve-
ment of our retrofit targets.  The funding supported the first call for projects under the new Na-
tional Homes Retrofit Scheme which was launched on 25 September.  This scheme is suitable 
for one-stop-shops, residential service providers, employers, financial institutions, Approved 
Housing Bodies and local authorities.  Details are available at: www.seai.ie.

By announcing this additional funding as part of the July Stimulus, the Government is 
providing certainty to the sector so that they can continue approved programmes of work, bid 
into new and expanded schemes, maintain a pipeline of retrofit activity, and sustain and create 
jobs.  Further details on other new and expanded schemes will be announced in the coming 
weeks. 

06/10/2020WRJ04300Electric Vehicles

06/10/2020WRJ04400177. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his views on additional car charging points (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28877/20]

06/10/2020WRJ04500Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): In 
line with the Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan 2019, this Govern-
ment is fully committed to supporting a significant expansion and modernisation of the electric 
vehicle charging network over the coming years.  There are currently circa 650 standard public 
charge points and over 100 fast charge stations (the majority of which are operated by the ESB) 
in Ireland. An interactive map showing ESB charger locations and their status can be found at 
www.esb.ie/ecars.

We have committed €10 million from the Climate Action Fund to promote the charging 
network and this has leveraged a further €10 million investment from ESB. This intervention 
alone will result in:

- 90 additional high power chargers (150kW), each capable of charging two vehicles

- 52 additional fast chargers (50kW), which may replace existing 22 kW standard chargers

- 264 replacement standard chargers (22kW) with more modern technology and with each 
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consisting of two charge points

The high powered and fast chargers will be mainly concentrated on or near national roads 
and motorways to enable longer journeys to be completed. 

Since the delivery stage of the project commenced in October 2019, County Kerry has re-
ceived nine new 22kW charger replacements with a total of 18 charge points now available in 
the county. 

In addition, there are upgrades planned at Kenmare and Tralee to replace the existing stan-
dard 22kW chargers to fast chargers. More information on these upgrades can be found at 
https://esb.ie/ecars/our-network/high-power-charging-hubs.   

Combined with an effective public charging network, Ireland’s home charging policy will 
help sustain and service the expected growth of electric vehicles on Irish roads. Charging at 
home accounts for around 80% of electric vehicle charging in Ireland and it is best practice, 
internationally, to promote home charging as the most common and cheapest form of charg-
ing. To support home charging, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), on behalf 
of my Department, administers an EV Home Charger Grant of up to €600 towards the purchase 
and installation of an EV home charger unit.

06/10/2020WRK00200National Broadband Plan

06/10/2020WRK00300178. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations when a location (details supplied) will have access to fibre broadband in view of the 
instruction to work from home where possible and the rising number of Covid-19 cases the roll 
out of same needs to be expedited. [28093/20]

06/10/2020WRK00400Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
Question refers to a premises which is located in the AMBER area on the National Broad-
band Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website 
at www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network 
to be deployed under the NBP State led intervention, the contract for which was signed in No-
vember last with National Broadband Ireland (NBI).    The NBP network will offer users a high 
speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 500Mbps from the outset. This 
represents an increase from the 150Mbps committed to under the Contract. The deployment 
plan forecasts premises passed in all counties within the first 2 years and over 90% of premises 
in the State having access to high speed broadband within the next four years.

As of 28 September, design work is complete or ongoing in target townlands across 23 
counties and steady progress is being made with over 98,000 premises surveyed to date. This 
activity is increasing week on week and NBI expects to have completed some 120,000 surveys 
by the end of the year. This activity involves physically walking the routes and documenting 
images, notes and measurements of the poles, cables and underground ducts in each area. This 
is informing design solutions for provision of the fibre network. This detailed design is then 
used to initiate the ‘make ready’ project with eir for the area, where eir ensure any poles and 
ducts being reused are fit for purpose. It is also used to initiate works with the subcontractors 
deploying the actual fibre in the area. The laying of fibre should commence shortly with the first 
fibre to the home connections expected around December this year. 

NBI provides a facility for any premises within the AMBER area to register their interest in 
being provided with deployment updates through its website (https://nbi.ie/map/  ).In County 
Westmeath, 4,109 premises have been surveyed to date and network designs are in the process 
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of being completed to deliver the new fibre network. NBI crews are currently surveying in the 
areas of Mullingar. 

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. Some 155 
BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be switched on 
in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural and 
Community Development for publicly available sites and by the Department of Education and 
Skills for schools. In County Westmeath, the public will be able to benefit from this service at 
locations across the county such as Milltown Emper Community Centre, Sean Doolin Park and 
Moyvougly Community Centre. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/  .

In addition, a number of schools will also be connected to high speed broadband as part of 
the BCP initiative. In Westmeath 5 schools will be connected this year namely Scoil Naisiunta 
Bhride, Downs National School, Dalystown National School, Scoil Naisiunta Naomh Michael 
and  Scoil Aogha Naofa.

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network. The extent of this impact is currently being assessed and 
NBI has committed to put in place measures to mitigate the impact in as far as possible. The 
Covid 19 pandemic has also highlighted the importance of good reliable broadband to ensure 
that citizens across Ireland can avail of remote working, education and other essential online 
facilities. This is reflected in the commitments in the Programme for Government where de-
livery of the National Broadband Plan will be a key enabler to many of the policies envisaged 
particularly around increased levels of remote working.

The Programme for Government has committed to seek to accelerate the roll out of the Na-
tional Broadband Plan. In this regard, my Department continues to engage with NBI to explore 
the feasibility of accelerating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bringing for-
ward premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier 
date. Exploring the potential to accelerate the network rollout is being undertaken in parallel 
with the measures required to mitigate delays arising as a result of Covid-19.

06/10/2020WRK00500Electricity Supply Board

06/10/2020WRK00600179. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if the smart meters being rolled out by the ESB under the smart meter programme 
are capable of differentiating between night and day; if not, if this will impact on the ability of 
the meter to register for night-time discounts for electricity users or on the feasibility of feed-in 
tariffs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28181/20]

06/10/2020WRK00700Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
Programme for Government commits to ensuring that the energy efficiency potential of smart 
meters starts to be deployed in 2021 and that all mechanical electricity meters are replaced by 
2024. The Smart Meter Upgrade is a meter replacement programme to modern, smart-ready 
technology. New generation electricity meters are being rolled out across Europe and inter-
nationally and when the programme completes in Ireland in 2024, all domestic and business 
premises will have a new modern meter installed.    The programme is being coordinated by 
the Commission for Regulation of Utilities with ESB Networks responsible for rolling out the 
smart-ready electricity meters.

The installation of smart meters is a key enabler for the energy transition to a decarbonised 
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system as outlined in the Climate Action Plan.  In addition the move to upgraded digital meters 
will bring many benefits for energy customers by enhancing competition, making bills more 
accurate, providing customers with better information on their energy consumption and em-
powering them with new tools to make more informed choices about their energy needs.

Smart Meters are configured to record consumption in day, night and peak time periods, as 
well as in shorter half-hour intervals. Smart Meters are also configured to record any electric-
ity feeding into the grid. Customers with a Smart Meter will be able to avail of new tariffs and 
services which will be available from electricity supply companies from 2021. 

Since September 2019, when ESB Networks commenced the replacement of over 2 million 
electricity meters, over 150,000 electricity meters have been installed to end September 2020.

06/10/2020WRK00800Energy Production

06/10/2020WRK00900180. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if a grant is available for persons generating their own energy; if not, his plans to 
introduce a grant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28209/20]

06/10/2020WRK01000Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
Programme for Government commits to prioritising the development of micro-generation, let-
ting people sell excess power back to the grid by June 2021. The Sustainable Energy Authority 
of Ireland (SEAI) launched a pilot micro-generation grant scheme in July 2018 to help domes-
tic customers who install rooftop solar photovoltaic (PV) equipment on their homes.  As of 
end September 2020 there were 3,837 applications who received grant support over the lifetime 
of the scheme with some €9.5 million spent to date, saving approx. 3 kilotonnes of CO2 per an-
num.   Action 30 of the Climate Action Plan commits to the delivery of a framework for micro-
generation from renewable technologies, whilst ensuring principles of equity, self-consumption 
and energy efficiency first are incorporated.  A Micro-Generation working group chaired by my 
Department is examining an enabling framework for micro-generation which tackles existing 
barriers and establishes suitable supports within relevant market segments. This work is an in-
tegral part of our emerging Photovoltaic Solar Strategy. 

The proposed support mechanism will be outlined in a public consultation in the coming 
months. A suitable support payment for excess electricity generated on site and exported to the 
grid will be available to all micro-generators by 2021 in line with the transposition of the recast 
Renewable Energy Directive (2018/2001) into Irish law.

 

06/10/2020WRK01100Energy Policy

06/10/2020WRK01200181. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the status of the review by his Department of the security of supply of natural gas and 
electricity networks here; if he is satisfied with the security of supply arrangements in view 
of the potential implications caused by Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28270/20]

06/10/2020WRK01300Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My 
Department is carrying out a review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity 
and natural gas systems which is focusing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring a 
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sustainable pathway to 2050. The review will include a technical analysis of the security of sup-
ply challenges together with a public consultation.    I expect the formal procurement process 
for the technical analysis to commence in the coming weeks. The outcome of the review will 
inform future policy considerations with regard to Ireland’s security of energy supply.  The 
upcoming review will have due regard to the UK no longer being part of the European Union.  

My Department is in on-going engagement with industry and stakeholders to ensure high 
levels of awareness of the implications of Brexit on energy matters.  We continue to engage 
with the European Commission on possible contingency measures and solutions in relation to 
impacts of Brexit on energy supply in Ireland, including natural gas security of supply and trad-
ing through the electricity  interconnectors.

06/10/2020WRK01400Warmer Homes Scheme

06/10/2020WRK01500182. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations further to Parliamentary Question No. 153 of 22 September 2020, if a decision has been 
made on the resumption of works on the homes of the persons over 70 years of age; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28289/20]

06/10/2020WRK01600Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I 
refer to the reply to Question No 153 of 22 September 2020.   As indicated in the reply, SEAI 
have been reviewing how to ensure that the progression of works under the warmer homes 
scheme aligns with the recently published ‘Plan for Living with Covid-19’.  My officials have 
been informed by the SEAI that a communication to contractors in this regard is imminent. 

06/10/2020WRK01700Better Energy Homes Scheme

06/10/2020WRK01800183. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland will permit a contractor to commence 
works under the better energy warmer homes scheme in the house of a person (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28290/20]

06/10/2020WRK01900Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and administered by the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). To date over 142,000 homes have received 
free upgrades under the scheme, leaving the occupants better able to afford to heat their homes 
to an adequate level. Earlier this year, in line with public health and Government guidelines in 
place to stop the spread of COVID-19, all works under SEAI funded schemes were advised to 
pause for a period of time.  On June 29th SEAI advised contractors working on the Warmer 
Homes scheme, in line with the Government’s Roadmap for reopening society and business 
and Return to work safely protocol, that works in homes that could be classified as lower risk 
under the scheme could resume. This allowed works to resume/commence in a small number of 
homes, subject to the parameters set out by SEAI and a   thorough risk assessment of the prop-
erty and all occupants by the contractor. The aim at all times was to minimise the risks for the 
homeowners and property occupants, contractors, their employees and the wider community. 

On July 20th SEAI broadened these parameters, enabling contractors to carry out more 
works in more homes, again subject to risk assessments taking into account COVID-19 risks 
associated with engaging with any occupants during instances such as but not limited to, induc-
tion meetings, visits, customer service tasks, heating system guidance and key handover tasks 
at the start and end of works. It remains the case however that approximately 50% of the homes 
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allocated to contractors are deemed ‘very high risk’, and therefore activity has not returned to 
pre COVID-19 levels.

Officials in my Department have contacted SEAI regarding the constituent referred to by the 
Deputy.  SEAI has confirmed that this application has been assigned to a Contractor, who will 
contact the homeowner directly in relation to when works will commence on the home.  SEAI 
also confirmed works taking longer than one day to complete remain postponed on all homes 
where any occupant is in the ‘very high risk’ group, as defined by the HSE. This is due to the 
intrusive nature of the works on the schemes, with multiple crew members in homes working 
in close proximity and often over long periods.

SEAI is mindful of the concerns that homeowners have with winter approaching and this is 
taken into account in its decision making as to how soon the scheme can move to the next phase.  
This must be balanced, however, with the continuing risks of COVID-19 for applicants, con-
tractors and the wider community. SEAI have been reviewing how to ensure the scheme aligns 
with the recently published ‘Plan for Living with Covid-19’.  My officials have been informed 
by the SEAI that a communication to contractors in this regard is imminent. 

06/10/2020WRK02000National Broadband Plan

06/10/2020WRK02100184. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if a definitive timeline for the rollout of high-speed broadband in County Cork will 
be provided. [28516/20]

06/10/2020WRK02200Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broadband 
Ireland (NBI) under a contract signed on last November to roll out a high speed and future 
proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living 
and working in the nearly 540,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms 
along with 695 schools.   The NBP network will offer users a high speed broadband service with 
a minimum download speed of 500Mbps from the outset. This represents an increase from the 
150Mbps committed to under the Contract. The deployment plan forecasts premises passed in 
all counties within the first two years and over 90% of premises in the State having access to 
high speed broadband within the next four years.

Design work is complete or ongoing in target townlands across 23 counties and steady prog-
ress is being made with over 98,000 premises surveyed as of the 28 September. This survey 
work is feeding into detailed designs for each deployment area and laying fibre should com-
mence shortly with the first fibre to the home connections expected around December.

In Cork 12,000 premises have been surveyed in the areas of Carrigaline and Midelton.  NBI 
crews have started initial works for the build in the circa 4,000 premises in the Carrigaline area, 
including Cullen, Templebreedy, Carrigaline,  Ballyfolye, Douglas, Ballyphehane, Glasheen, 
Mahon, and Kilpatrick. Laying of fibre should start shortly with the first fibre to home connec-
tion expected around December 2020 in Carrigaline. 

NBI provides a facility for any premises within the AMBER area to register their interest in 
being provided with deployment updates through its website (https://nbi.ie/map/).

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. Some 155 
BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be switched 
on in these locations through ‘service provider’ contracts managed by the Department of Rural 
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and Community Development for publicly available sites and by the Department of Education 
and Skills (DES) for schools. 

There are a number of BCPs located across County Cork including at Aubanem,  Mealagh 
Valley, Whitechurch, Glash, Courtbrack. Sherkin Island, Ballindangan and Lissvard Commu-
nity Centres and Bere Island Heritage centre.  A number of schools  including Clogagh and 
Ballycroneen National School will also be connected to high speed broadband as part of the 
BCP initiative.  The Department will work with DES to prioritise the remaining schools to be 
connected over the term of the NBP. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/.

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network. The extent of this impact is currently being assessed and 
NBI has committed to put in place measures to mitigate the impact in as far as possible.

The Covid 19 pandemic has also highlighted the importance of good reliable broadband to 
ensure that citizens across Ireland can avail of remote working, education and other essential 
online facilities. This is reflected in the commitments in the Programme for Government where 
delivery of the National Broadband Plan will be a key enabler to many of the policies envisaged 
particularly around increased levels of remote working.

The Programme for Government has committed to seek to accelerate the roll out of the Na-
tional Broadband Plan. In this regard, my Department continues to engage with NBI to explore 
the feasibility of accelerating aspects of this rollout to establish the possibility of bringing for-
ward premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 and 7 of the current plan to an earlier 
date. Exploring the potential to accelerate the network rollout is being undertaken in parallel 
with the measures required to mitigate delays arising as a result of Covid-19.

 

06/10/2020WRK02300National Broadband Plan

06/10/2020WRK02400185. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the options available to persons (details supplied) that are included in the national 
broadband plan but are currently receiving an inadequate service; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28518/20]

06/10/2020WRK02500Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
Question refers to a premises which is located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to be 
deployed under the NBP State led intervention, the contract for which was signed in Novem-
ber last with National Broadband Ireland (NBI). The NBP network will offer users a high speed 
broadband service with a minimum download speed of 500Mbps from the outset. This repre-
sents an increase from the 150Mbps committed to under the Contract. The deployment plan 
forecasts premises passed in all counties within the first 2 years and over 90% of premises in 
the State having access to high speed broadband within the next four years. As of 28 September, 
design work is complete or ongoing in target townlands across 23 counties and steady progress 
is being made with over 98,000 premises surveyed to date. This activity is increasing week on 
week and NBI expects to have completed some 120,000 surveys by the end of the year.    

This activity involves physically walking the routes and documenting images, notes and 
measurements of the poles, cables and underground ducts in each area. This is informing de-
sign solutions for provision of the fibre network. This detailed design is then used to initiate the 
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‘make ready’ project with eir for the area, where eir ensure any poles and ducts being reused 
are fit for purpose. It is also used to initiate works with the subcontractors deploying the actual 
fibre in the area. 

In Cork 12,000 premises have been surveyed in the areas of Carrigaline and Midelton.  NBI 
crews have started initial works for the build of circa 4,000 premises in the Carrigaline area, 
including Cullen, Templebreedy, Carrigaline,  Ballyfolye, Douglas, Ballyphehane, Glasheen, 
Mahon, and Kilpatrick. Laying of fibre should start shortly with the first fibre to home connec-
tion expected around December 2020 in Carrigaline. 

NBI provides a facility for any premises within the AMBER area to register their interest in 
being provided with deployment updates through its website (https://nbi.ie/map/).

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. Some 155 
BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be switched 
on in these locations through ‘service provider’ contracts managed by the Department of Rural 
and Community Development for publicly available sites and by the Department of Education 
and Skills (DES) for schools.There are a number of BCPs located across County Cork includ-
ing at Aubanem,  Mealagh Valley, Glash, Sherkin Island, Ballindangan, Lissvard Community 
Centres and Bere Island Heritage centre. In addition, there are two BCPs close to the premises 
referred to in the Question, namely Court Brack Community Centre and Whitechurch Com-
munity Centre.  A number of schools  including Clogagh and Ballycroneen National School 
will also be connected to high speed broadband as part of the BCP initiative. My Department 
will work with DES to prioritise the remaining schools to be connected over the term of the 
NBP. Further details can be found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. I understand that there can 
be instances where premises remain unconnected, although close to premises that are passed 
by eir’s fibre network. eir’s rural deployment of high speed broadband is a commercial under-
taking and, as such, decisions regarding the areas and premises served are made by eir. My 
Department has no role in the matter and has no statutory authority to intervene in decisions of 
commercial operators as to where they build infrastructure and provide services. Throughout 
rural Ireland, eir’s fibre deployment is primarily focussed on towns and villages and the prem-
ises on their outskirts. Where that network ends is where the National Broadband Plan in effect 
commences to ensure that nobody is left behind. I appreciate people’s frustration when they are 
living so close to a fibre network but cannot get a connection to that network, particularly given 
the heightened importance of connectivity during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure 
that in all such cases a future proofed high speed broadband network will be built to serve these 
premises and work to deliver on this is underway.In April 2020, all major telecommunications 
providers committed to a number of measures to help people stay in touch and work from home 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, with one particular commitment relating to the zero-rating of 
various educational and health related resource platforms. Since then, a number of operators 
have implemented further supports for consumers, such as for students in  education, who re-
quire a high data usage package, by increasing data limits on many existing packages and by 
the introduction of new packages with very high, or unlimited data offerings. The market for 
mobile packages with very high, or unlimited data offerings, is becoming increasingly competi-
tive and this is positive for all consumers.

06/10/2020WRK02600National Broadband Plan

06/10/2020WRK02700186. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and 
Communications if he will request a company (details supplied) to establish a more accessible 
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contact facility by phone or email to better facilitate queries in relation to the national broad-
band rollout. [28562/20]

06/10/2020WRK02800Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National Broadband 
Ireland (NBI) under a contract signed last November. I am advised that NBI operate a contact 
centre for customer queries which is accessible Monday to Saturday 9am – 6pm with agents 
available to answer phone queries. The contact number for this facility is 0818 624624.     

NBI also has a dedicated email address to which queries can be addressed, contactus@nbi.
ie. The same hours apply to the email service and I understand NBI endeavour to reply to emails 
within 3-5 days. Queries are also answered on their social media platforms, Facebook and Twit-
ter, during these hours. 

In addition, NBI provides a facility for any premises within the NBP State led intervention 
area to register their interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website, 
https://nbi.ie/map/.

06/10/2020WRK02900EU Directives

06/10/2020WRK03000187. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the cost to his Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition 
of EU directives into Irish law; the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily 
cost of each fine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28610/20]

06/10/2020WRK03100Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
There are currently no cases where fines have been levied or are being paid resulting from non-
compliance with EU Directives by my Department.

06/10/2020WRK03200Post Office Network

06/10/2020WRK03300188. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will give consideration to the recommendations in the report prepared for an 
organisation (details supplied) in relation to the need to provide an annual public service obli-
gation for the post office network of €17 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28671/20]

06/10/2020WRK03400Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am 
considering the content of the report published last Wednesday in the context of Government 
policy.   The Programme for Government recognises that a modernised post office network will 
provide a better range of financial services and e-commerce services for citizens and enterprise, 
as part of our commitment to a sustainable nationwide post office network.

While it is longstanding Government policy that postal services will not be directly subsi-
dised by the Government, we remain fully committed to a sustainable post office network as a 
key component of the economic and social infrastructure in both rural and urban areas.  

An Post’s social value has been particularly evident during the current Covid crisis.  It has 
played a valuable role in its commitment to rural communities and to the elderly and vulnerable 
in our society.

In response to the structural challenges facing the postal sector generally and An Post, the 
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company put in place a Strategic Plan for the medium-long term future of the company. The 
Plan covers the period 2017 – 2021. 

In order to implement the Plan, the cost of which was estimated to be in the region of 
€150m, the Minister for Finance provided a loan of €30m to the company in December 2017 to 
support the renewal of the post office network (€15m) and the continued fulfilment of a 5 day 
per week mails delivery service (€15m). 

An Post is continuing to undergo vital transformation as part of the delivery of its strategic 
plan which has seen the company split into two distinct business units, An Post Mails and Par-
cels and An Post Retail.

An Post is transforming its retail network by delivering new products and new formats. 
This includes, among other things, diversifying and growing the financial services products it 
provides for individuals and SMEs to include loans, credit cards and more foreign exchange 
products; local banking in association with the major banks and a full range of State Sav-
ings products. Two new dedicated sub-brands, An Post Money and a new business-to-business 
brand, An Post Commerce, were launched. Investment by An Post of €50 million in the network 
is about getting communities to use the enhanced services in their local post office.

The strategic plan put in place to transform the company  has resulted in An Post recording 
an operating profit of over €41m for 2019, the third consecutive year of significant financial 
improvement bringing the Group out of its loss making position of 2016.

Government believes An Post has untapped potential to do more and make a further sig-
nificant contribution across many areas of public, business and community life in Ireland. With 
an evolving mandate An Post can emerge as a central hub for a wide variety of valuable com-
munity focused services.

 

06/10/2020WRK03500Legislative Measures

06/10/2020WRK03600189. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he will consider legislative measures in which workers and students are not at a loss 
in terms of light, heat and waste bills due to having to work and study at home in view of such 
a scheme in Spain; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28747/20]

06/10/2020WRK03700Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
initiative in Spain, referred to by the Deputy, appears to relate to the costs of working from 
home for employees.  Workplace relations and employee rights are a matter for the Tánaiste 
and Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation.  Grant supports for students are the re-
sponsibility of the Minister for Education and the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science.

06/10/2020WRK03800National Broadband Plan

06/10/2020WRK03900190. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions if a person (details supplied) will be connected with a high-speed broadband connection; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28784/20]

06/10/2020WRK04000Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
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Question refers to a premises which is located in the AMBER area on the National Broadband 
Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by the network to 
be deployed under the NBP State led intervention, the contract for which was signed in No-
vember last with National Broadband Ireland (NBI). The NBP network will offer users a high 
speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 500Mbps from the outset. This 
represents an increase from the 150Mbps committed to under the Contract. The deployment 
plan forecasts premises passed in all counties within the first 2 years and over 90% of premises 
in the State having access to high speed broadband within the next four years. As of 28 Sep-
tember, design work is complete or ongoing in target townlands across 23 counties and steady 
progress is being made with over 98,000 premises surveyed to date. This activity is increasing 
week on week and NBI expects to have completed some 120,000 surveys by the end of the 
year. This activity involves physically walking the routes and documenting images, notes and 
measurements of the poles, cables and underground ducts in each area. This is informing de-
sign solutions for provision of the fibre network. This detailed design is then used to initiate the 
‘make ready’ project with eir for the area, where eir ensure any poles and ducts being reused 
are fit for purpose. It is also used to initiate works with the subcontractors deploying the actual 
fibre in the area. The laying of fibre should commence shortly with the first fibre to the home 
connections expected around December this year in Cork. In Tipperary, surveys have recently 
commenced in the areas around townlands of Aherloe, Ballinalard and Bansha, and over 4,200 
premises have been surveyed.    NBI provides a facility for any premises within the AMBER 
area to register their interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website 
(https://nbi.ie/map/).

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. Some 155 
BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be switched 
on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural 
and Community Development for publicly available sites and by the Department of Education 
and Skills for schools. There are a number of BCPs located across County Tipperary where 
the public will be able to benefit from this service including at Aglish Community Hall, Drom 
Community Centre, Moyglass Community Halll, Killurney Community Centre. These BCPS 
have been installed by NBI and are scheduled for connection this year. Further details can be 
found at https://nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. In addition, there are a number of schools in Tipperary 
which will be connected for educational access as part of this initiative. These include Pou-
lacapple National School and Killeen National School.  I understand that there can be instances 
where premises that are close to eir’s fibre network remain unconnected. eir’s rural deployment 
of high speed broadband is a commercial undertaking and, as such, decisions regarding the 
areas and premises served are made by eir. My Department has no role in the matter and has 
no statutory authority to intervene in decisions of commercial operators as to where they build 
infrastructure and provide services. Throughout rural Ireland, eir’s fibre deployment is primar-
ily focussed on towns and villages and the premises on their outskirts. Where that network ends 
is where the National Broadband Plan in effect commences to ensure that nobody is left behind. 
I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot get 
a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectivity dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed high 
speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this is 
underway.

06/10/2020WRK04100Warmer Homes Scheme
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06/10/2020WRK04200191. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if it is the case that works on the SEAI warmer home scheme were suspended or 
are suspended due to Covid-19; the number of homes affected; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28793/20]

06/10/2020WRK04300Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and administered by the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). To date over 142,000 homes have received 
free upgrades under the scheme, leaving the occupants better able to afford to heat their homes 
to an adequate level.  In 2019, €39.8 million was allocated to the Scheme with over 3,000 
homes upgraded.  Budget 2020 announced a budget allocation for the scheme of €52.8 million.  
This represents the biggest ever budget for the Warmer Homes Scheme.

Earlier this year, in line with public health and Government guidelines in place to stop the 
spread of COVID-19, all works under SEAI funded schemes were advised to pause for a period 
of time.  On June 29th SEAI advised contractors working on the Warmer Homes scheme, in line 
with the Government’s Roadmap for reopening society and business and Return to work safely 
protocol, that works in homes that could be classified as lower risk under the scheme could 
resume. This allowed works to resume/commence in a small number of homes, subject to the 
parameters set out by SEAI and a   thorough risk assessment of the property and all occupants 
by the contractor. The aim at all times was to minimise the risks for the homeowners and prop-
erty occupants, contractors, their employees and the wider community. 

On July 20th SEAI broadened these parameters, enabling contractors to carry out more 
works in more homes, again subject to risk assessments taking into account COVID-19 risks 
associated with engaging with any occupants during instances such as but not limited to, induc-
tion meetings, visits, customer service tasks, heating system guidance and key handover tasks 
at the start and end of works. It remains the case however that approximately 50% of the homes 
allocated to contractors are deemed ‘very high risk’, and therefore activity has not returned to 
pre COVID-19 levels.

SEAI has been reviewing how to ensure the scheme aligns with the recently published ‘Plan 
for Living with Covid-19’. This must be balanced with the continuing risks of COVID-19 for 
applicants, contractors and the wider community. My officials have been informed by the SEAI 
that a communication to contractors in this regard is imminent. 

There are currently over 8,000 homes on the scheme waiting list. This includes homes cur-
rently undergoing works, those that have been allocated to contractors for works, those awaiting 
allocation to a contractor and those awaiting the initial survey of their home.

06/10/2020WRK04400Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRK04500192. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he has engaged a third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to 
date in 2020 to conduct online and or social media monitoring and or provide reports on social 
media coverage of his Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media 
platforms being monitored will be provided. [28915/20]

06/10/2020WRK04600Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My 
Department has not engaged a third party company to conduct online or social media monitor-
ing or provide reports on social media coverage.
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06/10/2020WRL00200Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRL00300193. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of staff in his Department on sick leave between March and September 
by month in 2019 and to date 2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for 
an extended period of time; the number of sick days accounted for by his Department over the 
period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28933/20]

06/10/2020WRL00400Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The 
information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the following table:

MONTH YEAR No of Staff on Sick Leave No of Sick Leave Days
March 2019 40 255
 2020 22 224
April 2019 27 267
 2020 9 178
May 2019 27 251
 2020 8 159
June 2019 30 229
 2020 12 139
July 2019 28 212
 2020 15 178
August 2019 25 222
 2020 10 143
September 2019 29 241
 2020 10 141

All sick leave absences are paid in line with the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form Circular 12-2015 Arrangements for Paid Sick Leave, a copy of which is attached for the 
Deputy’s convenience.

06/10/2020WRL00500Rail Network

06/10/2020WRL00600194. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Transport his plans to install continu-
ous welded rail along Stoney Road, North Strand, Dublin 3, as part of the DART expansion 
programme. [28099/20]

06/10/2020WRL00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport,  I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including the DART+ programme (until recently 
referred to as the DART Expansion programme).

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.

06/10/2020WRL00800Public Transport

06/10/2020WRL00900195. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the amount of current 
Exchequer funding provided for 2019 and forecast to be provided for 2020 and 2021 for the 
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provision of public transport via the National Transport Authority, NTA; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [28124/20]

06/10/2020WRL01000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The total amount paid for Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) services and Local Link services in 2019 was €308m. The amount allocated 
for 2020 was €304m.  As is normal, the precise allocations to the companies are decided by 
the NTA in exercise of its statutory mandate and in accordance with the various contractual ar-
rangements that it has in place with PSO service providers.  

Public transport’s designation as an essential service throughout the pandemic means that, 
although fare revenues have collapsed, most of the cost of operations remains and must contin-
ue to be met in order to fulfil Government’s broader policy objectives.  My Department began 
consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform from the beginning of April 
and, with their agreement, were able to draw down PSO funding ahead of what was profiled.  

Estimates in early June suggested that continuing to fund the existing PSO system, includ-
ing the cost of additional cleaning measures and adding extra services where possible,   could 
require up to an additional €460m to year end, depending on the level of easement of social 
distancing measures as the phases of the Roadmap progressed.   Government approval in June 
to enable considerable additional expenditure on PSO has provided much needed financial as-
surance that enables continuation of the normal and essential PSO services.

For future years, as the Deputy is aware, the Exchequer allocation for PSO public transport 
services is subject to the annual Budgetary process.  I am engaging regularly with Ministerial 
colleagues as Budget 2021 is prepared, and PSO subvention is one relevant area of expenditure 
which forms part of this engagement.  I am sure the Deputy will agree that the PSO is a large 
expenditure area, and one which requires careful scrutiny to ensure the taxpayer receives value 
for money in respect of the services delivered given the considerable expenditure incurred.

06/10/2020WRL01100Public Service Obligation Services

06/10/2020WRL01200196. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport if the emergency des-
ignation of five strategic maritime routes as PSO routes for a period of three months will be 
extended; if so, the Exchequer funding provided for 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28125/20]

06/10/2020WRL01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): On 7 April 2020, the Irish Government 
announced the temporary designation of five strategic maritime routes into and out of Ireland 
as Public Service Obligation (PSO) routes during Covid-19 for a period of up to three months. 
These routes were Dublin/Cherbourg and Rosslare/Fishguard, Pembroke, Cherbourg and Bil-
bao. The Government also approved the emergency provision of a maximum contribution of 
€15m toward the costs involved in the continued operation of passenger ferry services on these 
routes in the three month period. 

The decision was based on the strategic importance of these routes for their contribution 
towards the robustness and resilience of Ireland’s lifeline supply chain transporting goods, in-
cluding foods and medical supplies, in and out of the country.  These routes also provide alter-
natives and maintain contingency options to the main route into and out of Dublin during CO-
VID-19, thereby circumventing a single point of failure within Ireland’s maritime connectivity

The PSO Agreements provided that a review of the operation of the services be carried 
out after the first month of operation and every month thereafter. The reviews concluded that 
the PSAs delivered the desired effects, including the alleviation of uncertainty and supported 
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strategically important elements of the national supply chain. Also, the stability they  provided 
gave stakeholders in the maritime industry - shipping companies, ports, international hauliers, 
and various providers of ancillary services - sufficient breathing space to adjust their operations 
and finances to deal with Covid-19 threats. 

With the gradual recovery of freight volumes and the commencement of a number of new 
services, evidence suggested that a market failure no longer existed to the extent experienced in 
March 2020. This being the case, in line with the Government Decision and following a review 
of their operation, the designation of these five maritime routes Dublin/Cherbourg, Rosslare/
Fishguard. Pembroke, Cherbourg and Bilbao as Public Service Obligation Routes expired on 12 
July 2020.   The final drawn down from the PSO support scheme will be approximately €3.5m.

While freight volumes have recovered and the shipping sector has shown itself to be re-
silient during Covid-19, there is no doubt but that risks remain as the pandemic is continuing 
longer than originally anticipated.  Passenger travel remains severely depressed and may not 
recover until well into 2021.  In addition, the Brexit transition period is nearing an end with, 
as yet, no clear sight on a final trading arrangement with the UK.   Mindful of these risks, my 
Department, together with the IMDO, is continuing to closely monitor and keep under review 
the evolving situation regarding maritime connectivity to continental ports, and will remain in 
close consultation with the maritime sector and other relevant stakeholders on this issue.

06/10/2020WRL01400Greenways Provision

06/10/2020WRL01500197. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Transport the status of a dedicated gre-
enway from Blackrock to Greenore, Carlingford, County Louth (details supplied). [28213/20]

06/10/2020WRL01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Support for Greenways in County Louth 
has been forthcoming from my Department in recent years. The first completed section of Gre-
enway in County Louth was from Omeath to Carlingford Marina and this is now being extend-
ed to both Newry and Carlingford Village with significant funding from the EU’s INTERREG 
programme, along with my Department and the Department for Infrastructure Northern Ireland. 

My Department recently allocated a further €200,000 for planning and design work to ex-
tend this Greenway towards Templetown Beach under the Carbon Tax Fund. That was the only 
application made by Louth County Council under that funding call.

The section linking Newry City in to Carlingford is at design phase and there are consulta-
tions being undertaken with landowners and other local stakeholders. 

An application for a Greenway from Blackrock to Dundalk was made in 2018 by Louth 
County Council. However, this application was premature as no planning permission was in 
place and there were some land ownership issues arising so it did not meet the criteria at the 
time and was not funded.

As part of the Government’s Programme for Government commitments my Department 
will be looking at ways of increasing Greenways around the country over the coming years, and 
connectivity and networks will be a key part of this. It is important that Louth County Council 
continue engaging with landowners and stakeholders in the area to ensure progress is being 
made towards a planning application for this project.

06/10/2020WRL01700Driver Test
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06/10/2020WRL01800198. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport when driver tests will 
be facilitated for persons (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28753/20]

06/10/2020WRL01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The scheduling of candidates’ driving 
tests is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and as Minister, I have no power 
to intervene in individual cases.

In general terms, my Department is remaining in close contact with the RSA as they deal 
with the increased demand for their driver testing service  since operations resumed following 
its temporary closure due to the COVID emergency. In addition to this, due to the social dis-
tancing requirements, normal daily capacity is considerably reduced. This means that custom-
ers will experience longer waiting times than was the case before the service was suspended. 
The public’s patience and understanding in this regard is requested.

It is my understanding that those who had appointments cancelled due to Covid 19 are 
being prioritised in the first instance. Priority then will be given in order of application date.  
While there is some capacity for urgent test slots, the RSA’s capacity to make these available 
in all cases will be limited. Therefore, initially those who are frontline healthcare workers will 
be deemed eligible for an urgent test slot. This approach for prioritising customers will be kept 
under review as the RSA moves through the service resumption.

06/10/2020WRL02000Driver Test

06/10/2020WRL02100199. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport the reason a person (details 
supplied) that has to complete their driver test in Donegal town is not allowed to wear their own 
mask which they wear for medical reasons during the test; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28100/20]

06/10/2020WRL02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As this is an operational matter for the 
Road Safety Authority (RSA), I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I 
would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

06/10/2020WRL02300Public Transport

06/10/2020WRL02400200. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport the status of the 7 a.m. train 
from Dublin to Cork which goes through Thurles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28106/20]

06/10/2020WRL02500201. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport his plans to increase trains 
from Thurles to Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28107/20]

06/10/2020WRL02600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 200 and 
201 together.

As the Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA), in conjunction with 
Iarnród Éireann, and I have forwarded the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.
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06/10/2020WRL02800National Development Plan

06/10/2020WRL02900202. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Transport the amount of the €8.6 bil-
lion allocated for transport as part of the National Development Plan that has been drawn down; 
and the commitment in each year to date in tabular form. [28131/20]

06/10/2020WRL03000203. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Transport the amount of the €8.6 
billion allocated for transport as part of the National Development Plan that has been pre-
committed for 2021. [28132/20]

06/10/2020WRL03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 202 and 
203 together.

The National Development Plan (NDP) provides the following indicative allocations to sup-
port transport over the period 2018 to 2027:

- National Roads €6.6 billion

- Regional and Local Roads €4.5 billion

- Sustainable Mobility €8.6 billion

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) Project Tracker available at the 
link below provides a high level of detail in terms of individual NDP projects and is updated 
periodically.

The NDP is due to be reviewed in 2021. Any changes to the NDP will, of course, be pub-
lished and the Tracker will reflect those changes.

It should be noted that the final amount that will be available for transport projects in 2021 is 
being reviewed at present as part of the budgetary process and will be confirmed later this year.

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6db7c4-investment-projects-and-programmes-tracker/

06/10/2020WRL03300Taxi Licences

06/10/2020WRL03400204. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full-
year cost of waiving all public service vehicle renewal fees for licences issued in respect of 
taxis. [28135/20]

06/10/2020WRL03500205. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full-year 
cost of waiving all renewal fees for taxi licences issued in respect of taxi drivers. [28136/20]

06/10/2020WRL03600206. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full-
year cost of waiving all suitability test fees for vehicles operating as taxi. [28137/20]

06/10/2020WRL03700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 204 to 
206, inclusive, together.

The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including licence and 
renewal fees, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the 
Taxi Regulation Act 2013.

Therefore, I have forwarded the Deputy’s queries to the NTA for direct response.  Please 
contact my Office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.
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06/10/2020WRL04000Taxi Data

06/10/2020WRL04100207. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full-
year cost of providing electric and disability accessible vehicles for the entire taxi public ser-
vices vehicle fleet, including charging stations.  [28138/20]

06/10/2020WRL04200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Programme for Government set out 
commitments to support the greening of the taxi fleet and to review supports for wheelchair ac-
cessible vehicles to enhance accessbility for people with disabilities. The Department of Trans-
port has a number of specific initiatives in place to support these objectives.

The Electric Small Public Service Vehicle (eSPSV) Grant Scheme offers up to €10,000 to-
wards the purchase of an electric SPSV, and a further €2,500 towards its conversion to a wheel-
chair accessiblevehicle. Up to €12,500 is offered towards the purchase of a new wheelchair 
accessible electic SPSV.

Under the Retro-fit Programme to upgrade older public transport infrastructure to make it 
accessible for people with disabilities, funding is provided for the Wheelchair Accessible Ve-
hicle (WAV) Grant Scheme. The WAV Grant Scheme has been operating annually since 2014 
and provides grants for the acquisition or conversion of suitable vehicles to operate as WAVs 
in the SPSV fleet. This scheme offers up to €7,500 for the purchase of a new wheelchair acces-
sible vehicle.

These schemes can be used together. This means that up to €20,000 can be offered towards 
the purchase of a new wheelchair accessible electric SPSV.

Both of these schemes are administered by the National Transport Authority (NTA), the 
statutory regulator under the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. In light of the NTA’s role in adminster-
ing the scheme, I have forwarded the aspect of your question which relates to the cost of these 
schemes to the NTA for direct reply.

In relation to charging stations, the eSPSV Charger Project which will see the installation of 
SPSV-dedicated EV chargers at Dublin and Cork Airports as well as in train stations in Dublin 
(Heuston), Limerick (Colbert) and Cork (Kent). This project is funded from ring-fenced rev-
enue arising from the increase in carbon tax following Budget 2020, and it is expected that the 
chargers will be installed by the end of the year and operational from early 2021.

06/10/2020WRM00200Driver Licences

06/10/2020WRM00300208. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons resi-
dent in Ireland who hold a UK driver licence that have not exchanged their licence for an Irish 
licence ahead of the end of the Brexit transition period; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28161/20]

06/10/2020WRM00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department and the Road Safety 
Authority (RSA) cannot state the exact number of people driving on a UK licence at any mo-
ment in time.   There is no requirement or provision in law for EU member states to record the 
number of people driving in their territories on licences from other states, nor indeed would 
such be workable.  

At the start of Brexit, the motor insurance industry provided estimated figures of UK licence 
holders resident in Ireland at between 50,000 and 70,000, based on their records. Since 2018, 
the RSA through the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) has exchanged 53,000 UK li-
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cences for Irish ones.

The NDLS are currently planning for demand for UK exchanges in the last quarter of 2020 
in the region of 10,000 to 17,000. The RSA will commence a communication plan in the com-
ing weeks that will include radio, social media and website messaging about the requirement 
for Irish resident UK licence holders to exchange their UK licences for an Irish licence.

06/10/2020WRM00500Driver Test

06/10/2020WRM00600209. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that driver instructors that are legally required to accompany their learner 
drivers to test centres for their test are refused access to the testing centre and its toilets and are 
forced to stand in the test centre carpark for 45 minutes while their learner drivers are undergo-
ing their test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28163/20]

06/10/2020WRM00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): While it is the case that a learner driver 
must be accompanied by a fully licensed driver at all times, there is no requirement in law for 
driving instructors to attend test centres with learners sitting driving tests. 

Operational arrangements at test centres are a matter for the Road Safety Authority. I have 
therefore referred the Deputy’s question to the Authority for direct response; please contact my 
office if no reply has been received within ten working days.

06/10/2020WRM00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRM00900210. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if further supports will be 
made available to protect jobs in the travel agents sector; if a special range of supports are being 
reviewed; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28180/20]

06/10/2020WRM01000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am aware of the serious difficulties aris-
ing for Irish licensed travel agents and tour operators in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the catastrophic collapse of overseas travel and tourism.  

The sector continues to benefit from a range of State supports made available for SMEs - in-
cluding the wage subsidies -  and the State is also providing a special financial guarantee under 
a Refund Credit Note scheme for the sector, which makes the credit notes that licensed travel 
agent and tour operators issue to their customers a very secure proposition.  Credits notes to the 
value of €17m have already been issued to consumers under the scheme – under which their 
value is guaranteed by the State - and this is money that the industry would otherwise have had 
to pay back in cash refunds.   

I know that businesses in the sector are looking for more, and the Irish Travel Agents As-
sociation has made representations on behalf of its members for additional financial supports 
in the form of top-ups to business support schemes announced in the July Stimulus.  These are 
being considered.

06/10/2020WRM01100Search and Rescue Service Provision

06/10/2020WRM01200211. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport if further details will be 
provided on the search and rescue carried out for two paddleboarders (details supplied) on 13 
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August 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28202/20]

06/10/2020WRM01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This incident attracted a high level of 
interest and fortunately had a most successful outcome in that the two casualties were success-
fully located and rescued. 

The Coast Guard was advised at 10;05pm on 12th August  that two paddle boarders had 
earlier departed from Furbough Co Galway and failed to return. Galway  Bay RNLI were tasked 
by the Coast Guard within three minutes of the initial call being received. The Lifeboat were 
recorded as proceeding to the scene at 10.25. The initial search was focused along the northern 
shore to ascertain if the missing persons were attempting to get ashore or had got ashore. The 
Aran Island All Weather Lifeboat was tasked at 11;19 pm. The Shannon based Coast Guard he-
licopter, which in accordance with standing arrangements was on 45 minutes notice after 10pm, 
was tasked to the scene at 11;02pm and was recorded as proceeding at 11.25pm

The search planning tool used  by the Coast Guard automatically utilises wind and tide 
conditions and subsequent checks confirmed that information for the locality was accurately 
recorded. Search planning had to be mindful of many potential changing scenarios in terms 
of the potential location of the casualties with regard to changing tides, local weather varia-
tions, size and type of recreational watercraft involved and whether the casualties might have 
been individually separated or separated from the boards. The possibility that they might have 
paddled ashore or got access to  another stationary device had also to be considered.  In that 
context a number of reports of potential sightings were also considered, most of which were 
investigated. The casualties were eventually located within the predicted search box, mindful 
that with the passage of time this box would have considerably expanded. Prior to the casual-
ties being located the focus of the search was moving to the South West of Galway Bay and the 
Aran Islands. In the early hours of the morning of 13th   August, aerial  and surface searches 
were conducted from Kilronan, to Inish meain and Inisheer. Further aerial, surface and coastal 
searches of the South West were similarly tasked. Participating units included Costelloe Bay 
and Doolin Coast Guard boat units.

Shortly after 11 Am on the 13th of August a member of the public on Inisheer alerted Val-
entia Coast Guard to a possible sighting South West of the island. A number of resources were 
tasked to the area. This communication was picked up by the vessel Johnny O, operated by the 
members of the Oliver family and they were requested by Valentia to also proceed to the area 
of interest. As is well documented the Oliver’s were first on scene and successfully located and 
recovered the casualties.

06/10/2020WRM01400Road Traffic Accidents

06/10/2020WRM01500212. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to the road collision reporting guidelines produced by an organisation (details supplied); his 
views on same; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28250/20]

06/10/2020WRM01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Many other jurisdictions have reports, 
consultations and other forms of publication related to all aspects of travel.  It would not be 
appropriate for me as Minister to comment on them, particularly in a case such as this, which 
relates to a consultation draft of a document produced by a particular research organization in 
another country.  I also note that the document relates to media coverage within civil society in 
that foreign jurisdiction and does not relate to matters which are the responsibility of govern-
ment.
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06/10/2020WRM01700Bus Services

06/10/2020WRM01800213. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to plans by Bus Éireann to close a number of its intercity routes, including the x8 from Cork city 
to Dublin city; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28256/20]

06/10/2020WRM01900215. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Transport his plans to ensure that Bus 
Éireann retains all of its expressway services and to improve regional connectivity following 
announcement of plans by Bus Éireann to cut services; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28274/20]

06/10/2020WRM02000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 213 and 
215 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, the Covid-19 health emergency has had a profound impact 
on the public transport sector due to the fall in passenger numbers and associated drop in fare 
revenues.

While the majority of public transport in Ireland is provided by the publicly-subvented bus 
and rail services funded through National Transport Authority’s (NTA) public service obliga-
tion (PSO) programme, the public transport system also includes non-subvented bus services 
provided on a commercial basis by bus and coach businesses of varying size. 

The negative impact of Covid on the public transport system has been mitigated by several 
Government decisions particularly:

- to substantially increase the 2020 budget for the existing PSO system (4 June);

- to introduce new temporary financial support for non-PSO licensed services provided by 
commercial bus operators (25 June); and

- enhancements to certain PSO bus services announced under the Stimulus package (23 
July)

The temporary funding supports for the licensed bus sector have been introduced for a pe-
riod of up to six months, in accordance with EU and national legislation and are restricted to 
operators where a clear public interest justification supports such intervention. The NTA, as the 
public transport licensing agency, is administering the support package through the establish-
ment of contracts between the NTA and the relevant operators.

Among the commercial operators that are being supported under the scheme is most but 
not all of Bus Éireann’s (BÉ) Expressway business. As is the case in many other sectors of the 
economy, despite these supports, Covid-19 has resulted in significant financial pressures for 
public transport operators.

BÉ has developed plans to address its critical financial situation by reducing the size of 
its commercial Expressway business over time in order to focus on the profitable routes. The 
decision by the BÉ Board to consolidate its Expressway route network was taken following 
extensive work within the company.  the Board has decided to indefinitely suspend the Dublin/
Belfast service and to cease services on the Dublin to Cork, Limerick and Galway routes over 
the following months.  The Board decision will consolidate the commercial Expressway routes 
from 18 to 14.  The company’s decisions do not affect the over 200 routes that Bus Éireann 
operates under its normal PSO contract arrangements with the NTA;  these will all continue as 
before.  
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I have been assured by the company that there will be no job losses as a result of its decision 
and that affected staff will be redeployed to new/enhanced services which were announced as 
part of the Government’s July Stimulus Package.  In this regard, BÉ plans to introduce new bus 
services in Galway, Limerick, Cork as well as Louth and Meath, which will require more than 
100 drivers

As regards regional connectivity, I would like to reassure the Deputies that I have asked 
the NTA to assess any potential loss of connectivity along particular segments of the routes to 
ensure there are no gaps in the network, and to assess if there is a need to provide any additional 
services.

The Government is committed to ensuring that essential transport services are protected and 
supported.  Services that provide vital regional and rural connections will continue to operate.

06/10/2020WRM02100Driver Licences

06/10/2020WRM02200214. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport if the renewal of a driver licence 
will be expedited due to exceptional circumstances in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28267/20]

06/10/2020WRM02300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): In response to the Covid-19 restrictions 
introduced by the Government, regulations were brought in to extend the period of validity for 
all driving licences that expired between 1 March and 31 August 2020 for seven months. A li-
cence that had an expiry date of 30 June 2020 is now valid until 30 January 2021.

New driving licences have not been issued, but the official driver record will be updated to 
reflect the new expiry date. A driving licence can not be renewed more that 3 months before the 
expiry date of the licence.

  Question No. 215 answered with Question No. 213.

06/10/2020WRM02500Aviation Policy

06/10/2020WRM02600216. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to the change in Dutch aviation policy in which a maximum aircraft movement cap was intro-
duced on Schiphol Airport; if consideration will be given to introducing such a cap on Dublin 
Airport as part of the planned review of national aviation policy here in view of the dominance 
of Dublin Airport which handles 86% of all air traffic here the second highest figure for any 
airport in Europe after Schiphol (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28300/20]

06/10/2020WRM02700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department’s focus is on ensuring 
that we have the optimum network for Ireland given the importance of international connectiv-
ity for the wellbeing of the country.  That involves having a strong airport in our capital city, as 
well as strong airports in Cork and Shannon, complemented by the smaller regional airports.  I 
do not accept the view that there is a question of developing one airport, either Dublin or one of 
the other airports around the country at the expense of another. Ireland’s airports all have their 
roles to play in providing connectivity to their respective areas and for their contribution to the 
Irish economy.

Project Ireland 2040 supports high quality International connectivity investments consis-
tent with sectoral priorities already defined through the National Aviation Policy. Significant 
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investment in Ireland’s airports will play a major role in safeguarding and enhancing Ireland’s 
international connectivity which is fundamental to our international competitiveness, trading 
performance and attractiveness to foreign direct investment. 

The National Aviation Policy also recognises the important role of Shannon Airport in the 
economic and social fabric of Mid-West Region. The airport enjoys the advantage of full US 
Preclearance as well as the longest runway in Ireland and the ability to handle all aircraft types. 
These features underpin the airport’s ambitions to develop niche opportunities in aeronautical 
and aerospace engineering. This was integral to the aim of Government in the separation of 
Shannon Airport from daa and the establishment of Shannon Group in 2014.

A maximum cap of movements at Schiphol Airport was stipulated by the Alders Agreement 
in 2008 and later modified. It is my understanding that the objective of the Alders Agreement 
was to balance the development of aviation and noise reduction measures to increase the quality 
of the living environment in proximity to the Airport. Substantive plans for the further develop-
ment of Schiphol were therefore drawn up and a balance was struck between the further growth 
of the sector and local quality of life and safety. 

In Ireland these would potentially be considered operating restrictions which are governed 
by EU Regulation 598/2014 and the provision of the Aircraft Noise (Dublin Airport) Regulation 
Act 2019 which was enacted on 22 May 2019. The Act provides a wholly independent aircraft 
noise regulation process, ensuring that all future development at Dublin Airport is subject to as-
sessment and mitigation in respect of the impact of associated aircraft movements on the noise 
environment around Dublin Airport.  Under section 4 of the Act the competent authority has 
exclusive competence in relation to operating restrictions at Dublin Airport.   

The aircraft noise regulation process is tied in with the planning process, which provides 
safeguards against any award of planning permission until such time as the proposal has been 
screened and then may be fully assessed in relation to aviation noise impacts.  Specifically, the 
Act provides that all planning applications at Dublin Airport are copied to the Noise Regula-
tor to consider if there are any noise implications that would require an assessment under EU 
Regulation 598/2014. The Noise Regulator is an independent unit within Fingal County Coun-
cil (ANCA - Aircraft Noise Competent Authority). If the Noise Regulator determines that there 
are potential noise impacts then it instigates a detailed noise assessment process – in accordance 
with the EU Regulation – and the planning authority cannot make any final decisions until there 
is a regulatory determination on noise. 

For the daa, this new regime applies to all future development applications at the Airport, 
but also any amendments it may seek to existing planning permissions. These are statutorily in-
dependent processes, which include detailed technical assessments, environmental assessments 
and public consultation.  For the new North Runway project at Dublin Airport, daa are expected 
to submit a revised planning application with regard to operating restrictions in the near future.

06/10/2020WRM02800Bus Services

06/10/2020WRM02900217. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport if routes 51, Galway to Cork, 
will be maintained on the current route. [28312/20]

06/10/2020WRM03000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport. 

The issue raised is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction with 
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Bus Éireann.  I understand from the NTA that no change is planned to the PSO subvented route 
51 from Galway to Limerick to Cork.

06/10/2020WRM03100Driver Test

06/10/2020WRM03200218. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport when a person (details sup-
plied) will be allocated an appointment for a driver test. [28318/20]

06/10/2020WRM03300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The scheduling of candidates’ driving 
tests is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority and I have no information on any indi-
vidual cases. 

However, my Department is remaining in close contact with the RSA as they deal with the 
increased demand for their driver testing service  since operations resumed following its tem-
porary closure due to the COVID emergency. In addition to this, due to the social distancing 
requirements, normal daily capacity is considerably reduced. This means that customers will 
experience longer waiting times than was the case before the service was suspended. The pub-
lic’s patience and understanding in this regard is requested.

It is my understanding that those who had appointments cancelled due to Covid 19 are 
being prioritised in the first instance. Priority then will be given in order of application date.  
While there is some capacity for urgent test slots, the Road Safety Authority (RSA)’s capacity 
to make these available in all cases will be limited. Therefore, initially those who are frontline 
healthcare workers will be deemed eligible for an urgent test slot. This approach for prioritising 
customers will be kept under review as the RSA moves through the service resumption.

06/10/2020WRM03400Driver Test

06/10/2020WRM03500219. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider instructing 
the Road Safety Authority to install sheltering facilities such as ultra cabins at driver test centres 
in which approved driver instructors can await the return of their vehicles which are being used 
by driver test candidates for the duration of the practical exam (details supplied). [28328/20]

06/10/2020WRM03600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As this is a matter for the Road Safety 
Authority I have referred the Deputy’s question to the Authority for direct response. Please 
contact my office if no reply has been received within ten working days.

06/10/2020WRM03700Ports Policy

06/10/2020WRM03800220. Deputy James Browne asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding a pos-
sible development of a free-zone at Rosslare Europort, Rosslare, County Wexford; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28347/20]

06/10/2020WRM03900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department was first informed about 
this suggestion by Rosslare Europort in late July 2020 when the Company forwarded a short 
document to my Department on the development potential for available lands adjacent to Ross-
lare Europort which included a suggestion that a Free Zone area could be located there as well 
as at the port itself.

The issue is therefore at the very early stage concept as any formal proposal would have to 
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have a comprehensive business case setting out the analysis, pros and cons, etc.  

The development of a Free Zone would be a matter falling within the broad area of industri-
al policy and would require liaison with the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
in the first instance, who have responsibility for industrial policy (including the Shannon Free 
Zone located adjacent to Shannon Airport) as well as with the Department of Finance.  

My Department is happy to continue to engage with Rosslare Europort in relation to its de-
velopment of a business proposal for a free zone at Rosslare, and to assist in the examination of 
the issue to determine what would be involved in such designation and the benefits, if any, that 
would accrue from same.  

06/10/2020WRM04000Driver Licences

06/10/2020WRM04100221. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Transport if an exchange agree-
ment exists between Ireland and the UK regarding recognition of driver licences; if licences 
from the UK but that originated in other countries with which Ireland does not have a pre-exist-
ing agreement with the original country can be accepted here; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28537/20]

06/10/2020WRM04200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Under EU and Irish driving licence leg-
islation, driving licences issued by Member States are mutually recognised. An EU driving 
licence is exchangeable for an Irish driving licence, except where the licence issued by the other 
Member State was itself issued in exchange for a licence from a state that is not a Member State, 
or a state that Ireland does not have a licence exchange agreement with. 

During the transition period of the Withdrawal Agreement, the UK licence is still valid to 
drive in the EU and therefore no driving licence exchange agreement can be entered into nor is 
one needed.

After the transition period ends on 31st December 2020, the UK (including NI) driving li-
cences will no longer be valid to drive in Ireland. Irish residents who hold a UK or NI licence 
are encouraged to exchange such licences for an Irish one in advance of this deadline.  Legisla-
tion exists to allow for the recognition of foreign driving licences for exchange purposes in the 
Road Traffic Acts.  After the transition period, and as the UK is a third country, the potential 
then exists for arrangements to be made under those Acts.  Ireland will be pursuing this option. 

It is expected that the licence exchange arrangements with the UK (including NI) will be in 
place, if required, as soon as practicable following the transition period. 

06/10/2020WRM04300Transport Costs

06/10/2020WRM04400222. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport the estimated cost of Bus-
Connects for the Dublin region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28541/20]

06/10/2020WRM04500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport, and the Programme for 
Government - Our Shared Future prioritises plans for, among other projects, the delivery of 
BusConnects.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and 
development of public transport infrastructure, including BusConnects.  An estimated cost for 



Questions - Written Answers

100

the project will be provided when the preliminary business case for the project is submitted to 
my Department by the NTA later this year.  The preliminary business case will then be brought 
to Government for its approval in line with the Public Spending Code.

06/10/2020WRN00200Road Projects

06/10/2020WRN00300223. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the status and timeline of the 
N11-M11 interchange; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28581/20]

06/10/2020WRN00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

A referred reply was forwarded to the Deputy under Standing Order 51

06/10/2020WRN00500Driver Licences

06/10/2020WRN00600224. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the basis of NDLS requiring 
a physical copy of Irish residency permit cards in circumstances in which PSC cards cannot be 
produced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28582/20]

06/10/2020WRN00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): This is a matter for the Road Safety Au-
thority. I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days.

06/10/2020WRN00800Fines Data

06/10/2020WRN00900225. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport the cost to his Depart-
ment to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish law; 
the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each fine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28619/20]

06/10/2020WRN01000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department has, to date, not paid any 
fines for non-transposition of EU Directives into Irish law.

06/10/2020WRN01100Road Safety

06/10/2020WRN01200226. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the measures are being 
taken to clear glass from cycle lanes, particularly on the N11; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28623/20]

06/10/2020WRN01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
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sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the operation and maintenance of individual national roads is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. In this context, 
TII is best placed to advise you on this issue. 

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

06/10/2020WRN01400Brexit Issues

06/10/2020WRN01500227. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport his views on the potential negative 
impact on the movement of Irish freight within and outside the EU due to a disorderly Brexit; 
and his plans to address the matter. [28635/20]

06/10/2020WRN01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Regardless of the outcome of the EU-UK 
negotiations, the end of the transition period will see the UK no longer applying the rules of the 
EU’s Single Market and Customs Union. This will have immediate implications for trade flows, 
particularly to UK markets but also to wider EU markets via the UK Landbridge.  

The UK landbridge is an important means of access to the single market, one that is fa-
voured by traders in high value or time sensitive goods because it offers significantly faster 
transit times than alternative routes. As such we continue to work positively with our EU part-
ners on addressing challenges in EU ports for traffic in transit via the landbridge.  However, the 
Government has pointed out for some time now including in our 2019 and 2020 readiness plans 
that there will likely be delays at ports immediately after the end of the transition period, with 
Dover-Calais identified as a particular likely bottleneck. This is outside of our control. 

The process for moving goods by direct ferry routes between Ireland and other EU Member 
States will not be subject to new procedures.   Following ongoing consultation with the ship-
ping sector, and given the responsiveness of the shipping companies during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, it is my Department’s assessment that sufficient capacity should be available on direct 
routes to continental ports following the end of the UK’s transition period.

The performance of the shipping industry in responding to the challenges of Covid-19 has 
been impressive, including with a number of new direct services to Continental Europe having 
been established between Irish and continental ports, during the pandemic.  This indicates a 
high level of resilience, adaptability and commitment by shipping companies in serving Irish 
customer needs and the Irish market.

My Department is confident that the shipping industry serving Ireland is open and com-
petitive, is responsive to market demand and capable of responding to any increase in demand 
for direct connectivity to Continental Europe at the end of the transition period.  I encourage 
engagement between traders, hauliers and ferry companies to align capacity with needs and I 
would encourage traders, where it is feasible to do so, to avoid the risk of disruption by moving 
to direct services now and not wait until after 1 January 2021.   

As regards air freight, Department officials have been working closely with stakeholders in 
the aviation sector to prepare them for the changes to come at the end of the Brexit Transition 
period. The Government’s Brexit Readiness Action Plan has a section on air travel with advice 
to businesses on what steps to take in order to be Brexit ready. This would apply to those in-
volved in air freight, as well as passenger transport. Similar readiness preparations have been 
made at European level. It is not anticipated that the changed regulatory regime for aviation 
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between the EU and the UK will have any direct impact on the movement of freight by air.

06/10/2020WRN01700Brexit Preparations

06/10/2020WRN01800228. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport the capacity on direct routes to 
continental ports and the contingency capacity should additional support be needed due to a 
disorderly Brexit; his plans for sourcing additional capacity if required; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28636/20]

06/10/2020WRN01900229. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport his views relating to the sole reli-
ance on the privately run and owned shipping sector in the case of a disorderly Brexit; his views 
on whether the Government should intervene to create a semi-State shipping sector in view of 
the fact this is a vital link in the supply chain here that is not in public hands; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28637/20]

06/10/2020WRN02000230. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport his views on whether the creation 
of a semi-State shipping sector as opposed to the current private monopoly will help guarantee 
the delivery of goods and services and safeguard the economic viability of Ireland, which is 
dependent on the ability to trade effectively. [28638/20]

06/10/2020WRN02100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 228 to 
230, inclusive, together.

As has been signalled since the publication of the report ‘The Implications of Brexit on 
the Use of the landbridge’ by the Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO) in 2018, there is 
likely to be disruption to the UK landbridge when customs and border controls between the EU 
and the UK are introduced, which is now due to happen from January 2021.  Since the publica-
tion of the 2018 report, my Department, in conjunction with the IMDO, has been keeping the 
issue of direct shipping routes to the Continent under close review, particularly in the context 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Shipping companies have assured the IMDO and my officials that they will respond to any 
increases in demand for direct connectivity at the end of the transition period and shipping com-
panies have been adding capacity even during the COVID-19 pandemic in mid-2020. 

At present, there is more than sufficient capacity on existing services in the RoRo network 
between Ireland and mainland Europe to cater, if required, for the landbridge traffic currently 
estimated at around 150,000 trucks per annum.   It is also considered that the shipping industry 
is resilient, responsive and capable, without State intervention, of adjusting to and satisfying 
market demand.   

The Government considers that State intervention to establish a semi-State shipping sector 
or to establish State shipping links, in the current circumstances and in the context of the end 
of the UK’s transition period, would be likely to undermine a market response resulting in an 
insufficient, inadequate and costly intervention being put in place.  Such an intervention would 
be likely to result in legal challenges from incumbent shipping providers, create difficulties for 
the State in extricating itself from the shipping market, would result in breaches of EU state aid 
rules and consequent requirements for repayment of the state aids with interest, with resulting 
adverse impacts on the viability of any companies receiving such aid. 

My Department, together with the IMDO, is continuing to closely monitor and keep under 
review the evolving situation regarding maritime connectivity to continental ports, and will 
remain in close consultation with the maritime sector and other relevant stakeholders on this 
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issue.  We will also continue to engage with ports, hauliers, shipping companies and other 
stakeholders regarding the processes and facilities at Dublin and Rosslare Europort to deal with 
traffic post the end of the UK’s transition period.

In that context, the IMDO is specifically reviewing the conclusions and recommendations 
in the 2018 Landbridge Study and, in particular, the issue of direct maritime connectivity to 
Continental Europe at the end of the transition period.  That re-assessment is expected to be 
completed shortly. 

As set out in the Government’s updated Brexit Readiness Action Plan, published on 9th 
September 2020, businesses are being asked to consider moving, in advance of the end of the 
transition period, to direct route options for the movement of goods from Ireland to the Conti-
nent, to avoid potential delays and the new procedures that will be introduced associated with 
using the UK landbridge.  Shipping companies should also continue to assess expected future 
demand requirements and remain ready to respond to increased capacity demands, and all the 
indications are that this is happening. My Department, together with the IMDO and other rel-
evant Government Departments and Agencies, is also engaging in a communications campaign 
with stakeholders in this regard over the remaining weeks up to the year end. 

06/10/2020WRN02400Departmental Expenditure

06/10/2020WRN02500231. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 319 of 29 September 2020, the total amount of additional Covid-related Exche-
quer expenditure for 2021 for his Department; if he will provide a breakdown by line items of 
this additional expenditure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28701/20]

06/10/2020WRN02600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Minister for Finance and the Min-
ister for PER have set out the broad parameters for Budget 2021. However, Estimates discus-
sions are still ongoing and I am not in a position to give any breakdown of 2021 expenditure 
at this time as it would pre-empt Government decisions on the final Estimates and Budgetary 
measures for 2021.

06/10/2020WRN02700Driver Licences

06/10/2020WRN02800232. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport the steps he will take to 
deal with the long delays in getting appointments for driver licences in Dublin; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that many people are left with no choice but to travel out of Dublin 
to other test centres in order to get an appointment, which results in them breaking Covid-19 
emergency period restrictions and also wasting fuel; if he will consider a postal service for 
driver licence renewals such as the process in place for passport renewals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28746/20]

06/10/2020WRN02900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The National Driver Licence Service 
(NDLS), provided by the Road Safety Authority (RSA), resumed services in June, following 
the closure of the centres due to the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions. However, it is not possible 
to facilitate any walk-ins due to the social distancing requirements and in the interest of protect-
ing the staff and customers. Therefore, all appointments must be booked in advance. This, of 
course, has led to an increase in the demand for appointments.

The Road Safety Authority (RSA) is working with their providers to see how they can cre-
ate the additional capacity needed as quickly as possible, while adhering to the return to work 
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protocol. Options being introduced include a combination of additional staff, extended and ad-
ditional operating hours (i.e. Sundays where needed), and the provision of overtime.  

The NDLS booking system is undergoing software changes to cater for the expanded book-
ing window associated with the additional NDLS appointment slots, with testing commencing 
this week.   

The introduction of these steps may help ease some of the pressure on the NDLS, free up 
appointment slots and make it easier to find those slots at local centres. The RSA is continuing 
work with my Department to expand the current online facility to accommodate all driving li-
cence and learner permit application types. Once the necessary legal amendments are in place, 
this should greatly reduce appointment delays.

Currently, applications by post can be made by persons over the age of 70 with one year 
licences, but the RSA is examining how the postal system might be expanded  to handle greater 
numbers of postal applications. 

06/10/2020WRN03000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRN03100233. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Transport if he will increase supports to 
designated regional airports to cover all core activity costs for 2020 in view of the travel restric-
tions, which have seriously impacted on income and revenue streams for same; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28749/20]

06/10/2020WRN03200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As a result of Covid-19, the challenge 
facing the aviation industry is unprecedented.  All Irish airports, including the smaller region-
als, have been fully exposed to the dramatic downturn in activity.  

In order to assist business and protect employment, the Government has put in place a 
comprehensive suite of generalised supports for all companies such as wage subsidy schemes, 
grants, low-cost loans, commercial rates waivers and deferred tax liabilities.  Like all aviation 
enterprises, regional airports are eligible for, and can avail of, such supports in 2020. 

Also this year, and in line with priorities for regional development, €6m in Exchequer grants 
is being provided to Ireland’s smallest airports under the Government’s Regional Airports Pro-
gramme.  Three airports are eligible for capital and operational support under the related grant 
schemes; Donegal, Kerry and Ireland West Airport Knock.

In addition to the grant aid, regional connectivity continues to be subsidised through Gov-
ernment funded PSO air services between Dublin and the airports of Donegal and Kerry.  Over 
€7m is being provided to support this service in 2020.

A new Regional Airports Programme for a five year period starting in 2021 is also being 
finalised.  This will help eligible airports remain viable as they adapt to the ongoing presence 
of Covid. 

This Government is fully committed to doing what it can to support the airport sector and 
recognises the important role that aviation plays in the economic well-being of Ireland.  How-
ever, the Government’s priority must be to protect the health and safety of those living in Ireland 
while having regard to the best use of resources and the many other demands on the Exchequer. 

In relation to any additional support mechanisms for  regional airports, my Department will 
continue to work closely with key stakeholders and will continue to review options in the con-
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text of the Government’s plans for international travel and the recommendations of the Aviation 
Taskforce. 

06/10/2020WRN03300Aviation Policy

06/10/2020WRN03400234. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport if he will ensure 
that the City of Derry Airport is included in the forthcoming regional airports programme to 
reflect that 40% of the passengers, that is, 200,000 per year, are from County Donegal; if he 
will restore the PSO for the Derry-Dublin air route to reflect the reality that there is no rail or 
motorway connecting the north west region of 500,000 persons to the capital city. [28755/20]

06/10/2020WRN03500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy may know, my Depart-
ment is currently finalising a new Regional Airports Programme for the period 2021 to 2025.  
Last year, as part of a public consultation process on the policy, 63 submissions were received, 
including one from City of Derry Airport.  

All input to that process, including more recent submissions, have been examined by my 
Department and put forward for consideration by Minister of State Naughton.  Once approved, 
it is anticipated that the new Programme will be published by end 2020.

With regard to re-establishing a PSO air service between Derry and Dublin Airports, and as 
part of new power-sharing arrangements in Northern Ireland, the Irish Government has com-
mitted to review options for supporting renewed viable services on two air routes; Derry/Dublin 
and Belfast/Cork.  This is reflected in the published deal, New Decade, New Approach.  

My Department has commenced this review and is engaging with key stakeholders includ-
ing City of Derry Airport.

06/10/2020WRN03600Rail Network

06/10/2020WRN03700235. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Transport his vision for the 
way in which the communities from the south west, the west and on to counties Sligo, Donegal 
and Derry can be connected by rail and his plans to advance this vision. [28756/20]

06/10/2020WRN03800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I think the Programme for Government – 
Our Shared Future sets out a very clear vision to fundamentally change the nature of transport 
in Ireland.  To make that change, we need a whole of system perspective across all modes of 
transport, whether that is active travel, bus or rail. Getting that whole-of-system perspective 
requires evidence-based and plan-led transport infrastructure development, as well as transport 
infrastructure development that integrates with and acts as a catalyst for improved land-use 
planning.

In relation to inter-urban rail, I have recently agreed with my Northern colleague Minister 
Nicola Mallon, MLA, the need to develop further existing draft terms of reference for a pro-
posed study of rail speeds on the Belfast-Dublin-Limerick Junction-Cork corridor, designated 
at EU level as a TEN-T Core Corridor. Our intention is to ensure the finalised terms of reference 
take sufficient cognisance of the need for balanced regional development, particularly in rela-
tion to connectivity with the North-West. 

Our Departments will work together with other relevant stakeholders in finalising the terms 
of reference and moving forward with the procurement of consultants.
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I look forward to the commencement of this important study in due course. 

06/10/2020WRN03900Rail Network

06/10/2020WRN04000236. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question 664 of 30 June 2020, if he will provide an expected timeline for the release of the 
latest rail review report on the western rail corridor commissioned in 2019 in view of the fact 
the publication of the report is already delayed by more than six months; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28768/20]

06/10/2020WRN04100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware Iarnród Éireann 
commissioned a financial and economic appraisal of a proposed reopening of Phases 2 and 3 
of the Western Rail Corridor, and, I can confirm that on 1st July my Department received from 
Iarnród Éireann a copy of the final report on the proposal. That report had been prepared in ac-
cordance with the commitment given in the current National Development Plan.

An independent review is currently being conducted by JASPERS, an agency established 
by the European Union and the European Investment Bank.  JASPERS has vast experience in 
advising Member States and public authorities on regional development proposals, such as the 
proposed reopening of Phases 2 and 3 of the Corridor.  Their analysis will provide a broader 
perspective on issues such as the potential wider economic impact, freight services, climate 
impact and a view on the potential for securing EU funds if it were to go ahead.  I expect to 
receive their report very shortly.

I intend to publish these analyses as soon as is practical, however, in line with the Pro-
gramme for Government commitment I will first bring the matter to Government. 

06/10/2020WRN04200Fines Data

06/10/2020WRN04300237. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the amount collected 
in fare evasion fines from 1 March to 29 September 2020 by Irish Rail, Dublin Bus and Luas 
operators. [28777/20]

06/10/2020WRN04400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

The issues raised are operational matters for the transport companies and I have forwarded 
the Deputy’s question to the companies for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you 
do not receive responses within ten working days.

06/10/2020WRO00200Driver Test

06/10/2020WRO00300238. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide an update on 
tests for driver licences in view of circumstances in which persons have been given an appoint-
ment for February 2021 but require a licence to be able to take up employment now; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28782/20]

06/10/2020WRO00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The scheduling of candidates’ driving 
tests is the responsibility of the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and as Minister, I have no power 
to intervene in individual cases.



6 October 2020

107

My Department is remaining in close contact with the RSA as they deal with the increased 
demand for their driver testing service  since operations resumed following its temporary clo-
sure due to the COVID emergency. In addition to this, due to the social distancing requirements, 
normal daily capacity is considerably reduced. This means that customers will experience lon-
ger waiting times than was the case before the service was suspended. The public’s patience and 
understanding in this regard is requested.

It is my understanding that those who had appointments cancelled due to Covid 19 are 
being prioritised in the first instance. Priority then will be given in order of application date.  
While there is some capacity for urgent test slots, the Road Safety Authority (RSA)’s capacity 
to make these available in all cases will be limited. Therefore, initially those who are frontline 
healthcare workers will be deemed eligible for an urgent test slot. This approach for prioritising 
customers will be kept under review as the RSA moves through the service resumption.

06/10/2020WRO00500Driver Licences

06/10/2020WRO00600239. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Transport his views on whether it is per-
missible for holders of Northern Ireland licences who work for the Irish Coast Guard to remain 
on the driver’s laminate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28835/20]

06/10/2020WRO00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): In order for a member of the Irish Coast 
Guard to be authorised to drive a Coast Guard vehicle they must be in possession of a valid 
driving licence, have completed a Driver Declaration Form and be named on the Coast Guard 
Unit drivers laminate, in addition to having successfully completed the corresponding training 
syllabus.

Under EU and Irish driving licence legislation, driving licences issued by Member States 
are mutually recognised. An EU driving licence is exchangeable for an Irish driving licence. 
During the transition period of the Withdrawal Agreement, a UK licence (including NI) is still 
valid to drive in the EU.

After the transition period ends on 31st December 2020, UK (including NI) driving licences 
will no longer be valid to drive in Ireland. Irish residents   who hold a UK or NI licence are 
encouraged to exchange such licences for an Irish one in advance of this deadline.  Holders 
of a UK or NI licence who are resident in Northern Ireland are not required to exchange their 
licence, and can drive here as a visitor under the Geneva Convention. 

Legislation exists to allow for the recognition of foreign driving licences for exchange pur-
poses in the Road Traffic Acts.  After the transition period, and as the UK will be a third country, 
the potential then exists for arrangements to be made under those Acts. Ireland will be pursuing 
this option. It is expected that the licence exchange arrangements with the UK (including NI) 
will be in place, if required, as soon as practicable following the transition period.

06/10/2020WRO00800Driver Test

06/10/2020WRO00900240. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons await-
ing a driver test for zero to three, three to six, six to nine and more than nine months, respective-
ly, in each testing centre nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28865/20]

06/10/2020WRO01000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Specific details on the number of persons 
awaiting a driver test are held by the Road Safety Authority.  I have therefore referred this ques-
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tion to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response 
has not been received within ten days.

06/10/2020WRO01100Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRO01200241. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Transport the instructions 
or guidance being given to public transport operators regarding persons who are unable, due to 
a physical or mental illness, to wear a mask on public transport; if he will consider the issuance 
of a card for those affected in order that they are not unduly discriminated against, in view of 
the fact Covid-19 will be here for the medium to long term; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28872/20]

06/10/2020WRO01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

The Chief Medical Officer and the HSE are responsible for the issuing of guidelines in rela-
tion to public health and the public health advices apply across all modes of public transport.  
Guidance on the wearing of face coverings, including on public transport, is available on the 
HSE website.  

S.I. No. 244 of 2020 (Health Act 1947 (Section 31A – Temporary Restrictions) (COVID-19) 
(Face Coverings on Public Transport) Regulations 2020) was introduced on Friday 10 July and 
came into effect on Monday 13 July.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) is engaging with 
public transport operators regarding implementation of the Regulations.  

I have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

06/10/2020WRO01400Light Rail Projects

06/10/2020WRO01500242. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the reason for the deci-
sion, as per the current DART west scheme, to cease the line at Maynooth; and if he plans to 
extend the project to Kilcock, County Kildare. [28887/20]

06/10/2020WRO01600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport,  I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including the DART+ programme. 

DART+ is a transformative programme of investment which will significantly increase ca-
pacity on all the rail corridors serving the Greater Dublin Area, including the Maynooth Line as 
referred to by the Deputy, through investment in infrastructure and new fleet.  As the Deputy is 
aware, the Programme for Government – Our Shared Future prioritises delivery of the DART+ 
programme and preparation of a preliminary business case is well underway.  As required by 
the Public Spending Code, upon completion of the preliminary business case, I will bring it to 
Government for decision.  I very much look forward to seeing the DART+ programme progress 
in the coming years.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply 
within 10 days.
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06/10/2020WRO01700Road Projects

06/10/2020WRO01800243. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the total cost of the M7 
Naas-Newbridge bypass upgrade, M7 Osberstown interchange and R407 Sallins bypass; if the 
project has come in on, under or over budget; the amount; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28888/20]

06/10/2020WRO01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for TII, 
in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. This is also subject to the requirements of 
the Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII is 
best placed to advise on the current status and funding of this project, pending also the Govern-
ment’s proposed review of the NDP.  

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads (RLR) is the statutory re-
sponsibility of each local authority, in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the 
Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from local authorities’ own resources, sup-
plemented by State road grants.  

The main design and construction elements of the Naas Bypass widening Scheme, the Os-
berstown Interchange and the Sallins Bypass  are being progressed under one construction 
contract. The Department is providing grant assistance for the Sallins Bypass element of the 
scheme while TII is funding the national road element of the scheme (TII in turn is largely 
exchequer-financed).  

Kildare County Council, as the contracting authority, has overall responsibility for the im-
plementation of the scheme and the engagement with the contractor on the delivery of the vari-
ous elements of the scheme mentioned by the Deputy. In this context the Council is best placed 
to report on progress by the contractor in delivering different elements of the scheme and to 
advise on how this compares with the scheme programme. 

Noting the above position, I have referred the your question to TII for a direct reply regard-
ing the national road projects on the M7.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive 
a reply within 10 working days.

06/10/2020WRO02000Driver Test

06/10/2020WRO02100244. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport if additional staff and testers 
will be hired in the Naas driver test centre in order to clear the backlog of driver test applicants; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28907/20]

06/10/2020WRO02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Specific details on individual test centres 
are an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority. 

As the Deputy can appreciate Covid 19 has had a profound effect on the delivery the Driver 
Test service. I acknowledge that many people across all areas of society have been impacted by 
the increased demand since services resumed.

The Driver Test service has seen its weekly capacity reduced significantly in order to com-
ply with occupational and public health requirements. As an example, due to the additional hy-
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giene and sanitation procedures that are now absolutely necessary, each testing slot now takes a 
much longer time to complete. In addition to this, the number of testers working in any centre 
at the one time has to be reduced to ensure physical distance rules can be maintained.  

Those who had appointments cancelled due to Covid 19 are being prioritised in the first 
instance. Initially, those who are frontline healthcare workers will be deemed eligible for an 
urgent test slot. This approach for prioritising customers will be kept under review as the RSA 
moves through the service resumption.  

My Department is remaining in close contact with the RSA who are examining ways of in-
creasing the number of tests within the current health constraints. One option is the employment 
of additional testers, something which has been done in the past to address backlogs.  However, 
I would  like to stress,  many of the issues impacting on the delivery of service are concerned 
with the throughput of centres themselves in light of the restrictions, rather than on the avail-
ability of staff. 

In the meantime, my Department has give approval to the RSA to retain 18 driver testers 
on  temporary contracts due to expire in October and November, and to rehire up to 19 testers 
whose contracts expired in May.

While I regret the inconvenience caused by the necessity to adhere to the restrictions im-
posed on us by NPHET and other experts, the safety of the public, whether through contracting 
Covid or through deaths or injuries on our roads, must be of paramount importance.

06/10/2020WRO02300Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRO02400245. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if he has engaged a third-
party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to conduct online and-or 
social media monitoring and-or provide reports on social media coverage of his Department; 
if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media platforms being monitored will be 
provided. [28926/20]

06/10/2020WRO02500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): My Department does not monitor social 
media in the manner described by the Deputy.

My Department provides public information about the Department’s policies and pro-
grammes through social media, which is managed by staff in the Department’s press office and 
communications division.

06/10/2020WRO02600Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRO02700246. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Transport the number of staff in 
his Department on sick leave between March and September, by month, in 2019 and to date 
2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; the 
number of sick days accounted for by his Department over the period; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28944/20]

06/10/2020WRO02800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I wish to advise the Deputy that my De-
partment is currently compiling this data and it will be forwarded to you as soon as it is avail-
able.

The following deferred reply was received under Standing Order 51
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Further to Parliamentary Question 28944/20, please find hereunder my response: 

1) Number of instances of sick leave from March 2019 to June 2020* 

2019 2020
January n/a 110
February n/a 77
March 79 49
April 57 17
May 68 20
June 55 22
July 66
August 57
September 76
   

Note: In the event an officer has more than one absence in the same calendar month, each 
absence will be counted separately in that calendar month. Where an absence occurs over two 
or more calendar months, this will be recorded in each calendar month of the absence period. 

 
2) Total sick leave days lost from March 2019 to June 2020* 

 2019 2020
January n/a 548.86
February n/a 410.42
March 343.07 311.16
April 276.88 207.86
May 308.07 207.71
June 345.92 217.03
July 344.12  
August 399.74  
September 366.63  
  Total   2384.43   943.76

*Latest information available. 

3) Pay arrangements for extended sick leave is applied in accordance with Circular 05/ 2018 
- Arrangements for Paid Sick Leave. 

 

06/10/2020WRO02900Help-To-Buy Scheme

06/10/2020WRO03000247. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Finance the expiry date for the 
help-to-buy scheme; and his plans to extend it. [28141/20]

06/10/2020WRO03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help To Buy (HTB) incentive, 
announced in Budget 2017 is designed to assist first-time buyers with the deposit required to 
purchase or self-build a new house or apartment to live in as their home. The incentive gives 
a refund on Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in the State over the 
previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legislation. 

HTB is due to terminate on 31 December 2021, in line with the two year extension that I 
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provided for in Finance Act 2019.  The additional temporary measures applying the incentive 
set out in the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020 are due to end on 31 December 
2020. 

As the Deputy will appreciate, with one week to go, it would not be appropriate for me to 
comment on measures that may or may not be contained in the annual Budget.

06/10/2020WRO03200Vehicle Registration Tax

06/10/2020WRO03300248. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the reason a person (details sup-
plied) has not received VRT quotes; when the situation will be improved; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28592/20]

06/10/2020WRO03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the issue 
to which the Deputy is referring has been rectified and the business in question has received the 
outstanding Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) quotations.

Revenue has also confirmed that the delays in question occurred due to increased demand 
for motor homes and camper van registration requests. Revenue has committed additional re-
sources to the registration process to ensure normal levels of service are provided regardless of 
increased demand.

06/10/2020WRO03500House Prices

06/10/2020WRO03600249. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance the measures which have 
been introduced to prevent developers increasing house prices in line with the increases to the 
help-to-buy scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28624/20]

06/10/2020WRO03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The issue of the Help-to-Buy scheme 
causing house prices to rise was examined by Indecon Economic Consultants in a formal cost 
benefit analysis of the scheme that was published in October 2018.  The analysis concluded 
that, the primary driver of house prices remained the continued misalignment between demand 
and supply rather than the Help-to-Buy Scheme.  

It is important that we continue to focus on the delivery of additional housing supply. With 
regard to actual housing completions this year, I am conscious that there is likely to be a sig-
nificant shortfall in 2020 as compared to the targets which were envisaged in the Rebuilding 
Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness.  I believe that the enhancement of support 
provided Help-to-Buy in the July Stimulus Package will help to stimulate construction activity. 

Furthermore, I am advised by the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
that there are several initiatives in addition to the Help-to-Buy scheme to assist home buyers 
with affordability. These include the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan which is a Government-
backed mortgage which is for first-time-buyers nationwide to purchase a new or second-hand 
home or to self-build. This scheme offers loans on competitive terms to those who are unable 
to secure a commercial bank loan.  Full details of the scheme are available at http://rebuildin-
girelandhomeloan.ie .  Additionally, the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
advises that under his Department’s Serviced Sites Fund (SSF), €310 million has been allocated 
to provide infrastructure to support the delivery of more affordable new homes for purchase or 
rent in those areas where local authorities have identified and affordability challenge and the 
viability to deliver homes and below open market purchase prices.  Funding under the SSF is 
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available for new-build homes on local authority land.  With a maximum of €50,000 funding 
available per home, at least 6,200 more affordable homes, to buy or rent, can be facilitated.  To 
date, Serviced Sites funding of €127 million has been approved in principle in support of 35 
projects in 14 local authority areas, which will assist in the delivery of almost 3,200 affordable 
homes.

06/10/2020WRO03800Primary Medical Certificates

06/10/2020WRO03900250. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance when the decision was tak-
en to suspend processing all primary medical certificate applications by the HSE; if applicants 
have been informed that the scheme has been suspended; if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that some areas of the HSE are refusing to issue application forms for primary medical 
certificates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28710/20]

06/10/2020WRO04000251. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance the number of appeals in rela-
tion to refusals of applications for a primary medical certificate that are now on hold as a result 
of the Supreme Court ruling of 18 June 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28736/20]

06/10/2020WRO04100252. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance his plans to review refusals 
of primary medical certificate applications as a result of the Supreme Court ruling of 18 June 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28737/20]

06/10/2020WRO04200262. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Finance the steps that have been taken 
to determine a case (details supplied) in view of the recent judgment of the Supreme Court; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28291/20]

06/10/2020WRO04300263. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Finance his views on the steps that have 
been taken to determine a case (details supplied) in view of the recent judgment of the Supreme 
Court; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28292/20]

06/10/2020WRO04400269. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the steps that have been taken 
to determine the case of person (details supplied) in view of the recent judgment of the Supreme 
Court to quash the decision of the disabled drivers board of appeal not to grant a primary medi-
cal certificate to the person. [28411/20]

06/10/2020WRO04500270. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance the steps that have been taken 
to determine the case of person (details supplied) in view of the recent judgment of the Supreme 
Court to quash the decision of the disabled drivers board of appeal not to grant a primary medi-
cal certificate to the person. [28412/20]

06/10/2020WRO04600271. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance his plans to provide a state-
ment on the continued processing of applications for a primary medical certificate in view of 
the recent judgment of the Supreme Court (details supplied). [28413/20]

06/10/2020WRO04700277. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the steps that have been 
taken to determine the case of the two children named in the recent judgment of the Supreme 
Court to quash the decision of the disabled drivers board of appeal not to grant a primary medi-
cal certificate (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28707/20]

06/10/2020WRO04800278. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the number of applications 
for primary medical certificates that have been granted and refused since the Supreme Court 
decision (details supplied); if the scheme has been suspended; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [28708/20]

06/10/2020WRO04900279. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the position on continued 
processing of applications for a primary medical certificate in view of the Supreme Court deci-
sion (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28709/20]

06/10/2020WRO05000280. Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance if his Department has sus-
pended processing all applications and appeals of primary medical certificates; the date the 
scheme was suspended; the reason for same; when the scheme will be resumed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28711/20]

06/10/2020WRO05100281. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Finance when changes will be made 
to regulation No. 3 of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regu-
lations 1994 in view of the Supreme Court judgement of 18 June 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28727/20]

06/10/2020WRO05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 250 to 
252, inclusive, 262, 263, 269 to 271, inclusive, and 277 to 281, inclusive, together.

The Disabled Drivers & Disabled Passengers Scheme provides relief from VRT and VAT on 
the purchase and use of an adapted car, as well as an exemption from motor tax and an annual 
fuel grant. The cost of the scheme in 2019, excluding motor tax, was €72m. 

The Scheme is open to severely and permanently disabled persons as a driver or as a pas-
senger and also to certain organisations. In order to qualify for relief an organisation must be 
entered in the register of charitable organisations under Part 3 of the Charities Act 2009, be en-
gaged in the transport of disabled persons and whose purpose is to provide services to persons 
with disabilities.

In order to qualify for relief the applicant must hold a Primary Medical Certificate (PMC) 
issued by the relevant Senior Area Medical Officer (SAMO) or a Board Medical Certificate 
(BMC) issued by the Disabled Driver Medical Board of Appeal. Certain other criteria apply in 
relation to the vehicle and its use, including that the vehicle must be specially constructed or 
adapted for use by the applicant.   

The terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regulations 
1994 set out the following medical criteria, and that one or more of these criteria is required to 
be satisfied in order to obtain a PMC:

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs; 

- be wholly without the use of one leg and almost wholly without the use of the other leg 
such that the applicant is severely restricted as to movement of the lower limbs; 

- be without both hands or without both arms; 

- be without one or both legs; 

- be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg; 

- have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.  

A Supreme Court decision of 18th June found in favour of two appellants against the Dis-
abled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal’s refusal to grant them a PMC. The judgement found 
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that the medical criteria set out in the Regulations did not align with the regulation making 
mandate given in the primary legislation to further define criteria for ‘severely and permanently 
disabled’ persons. 

In the first instance, I acknowledge that the persons who successfully challenged a decision 
by the Medical Board of Appeal to refuse them a PMC are, on the basis of that Supreme Court 
decision, entitled to seek access to the Scheme. The Supreme Court decision raised complex 
issues, including the manner in which the persons concerned can access the Scheme, given that 
the Regulation which set out the medical eligibility criteria was not found to be invalid and 
given that the persons concerned were not assessed for a PMC on the single criterion of being 
permanently and severely disabled.

However, in the particular circumstances, I consider that both persons merit access to this 
Scheme and I instructed my officials to liaise with the Medical Board of Appeal to request that 
Board Medical Certificates are issued to them in light of the Supreme Court decision. In this 
regard I understand that the Board are amenable to this course of action and that Board Medical 
Certificates will be issued to the persons concerned shortly.

More generally, the Deputies will appreciate that the complex legal and policy issues raised 
by the Supreme Court decision will require careful consideration. In parallel to that consider-
ation there is a need to examine how best the Scheme can target resources to those persons who 
most need them. My officials are currently examining the judgement, in conjunction with the 
Attorney General’s Office, and will bring forward any policy and/or legislative proposals, as 
necessary, for my consideration in due course.  

In the interim, on foot of the legal advice received, it became clear that it was appropriate to 
revisit the six medical criteria set out in Regulation 3 of Statutory Instrument 353 of 1994 for 
these assessments. In such circumstances, it is not proposed to continue with PMC assessments 
until a revised basis for such assessments is established. The medical officers who are respon-
sible for conducting PMC assessments need to have assurance that the decisions they make are 
based on clear criteria set out in legislation. While Regulation 3 of Statutory Instrument No. 
353 of 1994 was not deemed to be invalid, nevertheless it was found to be inconsistent with the 
mandate provided in Section 92 of the Finance Act 1989.

My officials were in contact with the Medical Board of Appeal and with officials in the De-
partment of Health and will continue to liaise with them, as required, going forward. I have also 
written to the Minister for Health to request that there are no further PMC assessments until a 
sound legal basis for such assessments is re-established. 

While it is regrettable that PMC assessments are currently not taking place and I acknowl-
edge that this will result in a growing waiting list, I anticipate that the work that is currently 
ongoing in relation to this matter will provide a proper basis for me to make a decision on the 
best pathway forward and to address the current legal uncertainty surrounding the Scheme. I 
can give a commitment that I will seek to bring clarity to this situation as soon as possible such 
that PMC assessments can re-continue based on a firm legal basis.

Finally, I can confirm that there are currently about 170 cases waiting for review by the 
Medical Board of Appeal.

06/10/2020WRP00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRP00300253. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if the stay and spend scheme 
will be extended to a bed and breakfast (details supplied) in County Kerry that is not registered 
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with Fáilte Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28874/20]

06/10/2020WRP00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Stay and Spend scheme provides 
tax relief by means of a tax credit at the rate of 20% on qualifying expenditure of up to €625 
per person, or €1,250 for a jointly assessed couple, in respect of 2020 and 2021. The tax credit 
is worth a maximum of €125, or €250 for a jointly assessed couple. 

The purpose of the Stay and Spend scheme is to incentivise taxpayers to support registered/
accredited providers of accommodation and/or food during the off-season, thus providing sup-
port to a particularly vulnerable sector that will continue to be constrained by public health 
limitations. 

With regard to the Deputy’s question, for the purposes of this scheme, holiday accommoda-
tion premises must be registered or listed with Fáilte Ireland.  Certain holiday accommodation 
providers are legally required to register with Fáilte Ireland. This includes hotels, guest houses, 
holiday hostels, youth hostels, caravan and camping parks and self-catering properties. There 
are other holiday accommodation providers who are not legally required to register with Fáilte 
Ireland but may choose to be voluntarily listed.  The process for registration or listing with 
Fáilte Ireland requires the service provider to make a self-declaration that their business com-
plies with all statutory requirements. For those holiday accommodation providers who apply to 
be listed, the voluntary application process is very simple and quick and only incurs a nominal 
fee of €1 for both 2020 and 2021. 

Guidance can be found on Fáilte Ireland’s website. Information on the process for com-
pleting a registration or listing with Fáilte Ireland is available in Revenue’s Tax and Duty 
Manual Part 15-01-47,  available at https://revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-
capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/part-15/15-01-47.pdf. If further assistance is required, Fáilte 
Ireland’s customer support team can be contacted at customersupport@failteireland.ie or via 
telephone on 1800 242 473.

06/10/2020WRP00500Fuel Rebate Scheme

06/10/2020WRP00600254. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance his plans to make changes to the 
diesel rebate scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28111/20]

06/10/2020WRP00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

06/10/2020WRP00800Insurance Industry

06/10/2020WRP00900255. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance his views on a practice (details 
supplied) in relation to insurance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28134/20]

06/10/2020WRP01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I am respon-
sible for the development of the legal framework governing financial regulation.  Neither I, nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, as 
these matters are of a commercial nature, and are determined by insurance companies based 
on an assessment of the risks they are willing to accept.  This position is reinforced by the EU 
framework for insurance which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting rules which 
require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and conditions 
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of insurance products.  Consequently, neither I nor the Central Bank are in a position to direct 
insurance companies as to the pricing level or terms or conditions that they should apply in 
individual cases.  

It would appear that the details supplied are referring to an arrangement whereby the insur-
ance policy is being paid by instalments, and that this is being facilitated through a financing 
arrangement as part of the insurance contract.  In such cases, a consumer may have to pay an 
additional amount of interest on the premium amount over the period.  It is my understanding 
that such arrangements are relatively common, and that they provide additional financing op-
tions for consumers who may not wish to pay for the insurance contract upfront. 

In situations where a person is not satisfied with the actions of an insurance provider in 
relation to the service provided, it is advisable that that person make a complaint to the firm’s 
internal complaint resolution process.  The Consumer Protection Code requires that, if after 40 
days the complaint has not been resolved to the customer’s satisfaction, the regulated entity 
must inform the consumer that they may refer their complaint to the Financial Services and 
Pensions Ombudsman (FSPO).   The FSPO is a statutory official who acts as an independent 
arbiter of disputes which consumers may have with their insurance company or other financial 
service provider. The FSPO can be contacted either by email at info@fspo.ie or by telephone at 
01-567-7000. Investigations by the FSPO are free of charge to the complainant.   

In addition to this, Insurance Ireland, the representative body for insurance providers in this 
country, operates an Insurance Information Service for those who have queries, complaints or 
difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance, which can be accessed at feedback@insuranceire-
land.eu.

06/10/2020WRP01100Insurance Industry

06/10/2020WRP01200256. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Finance the status of current or pending 
legislation outlawing dual or differential pricing in the insurance market; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28139/20]

06/10/2020WRP01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that differ-
ential, or dual, pricing is the practice of quoting two different prices to different customers for 
the same product or service, even where those customers carry the same risk profile and cost 
of service.  Late last year, the Central Bank of Ireland (CBI) announced that it would carry out 
a study into dual pricing in the Irish market. Separately, the Deputy will also be aware that the 
Programme for Government includes a commitment to work to remove this practice from the 
market and the Bank’s review is an important element of this undertaking.  

The CBI’s review is ongoing and is focussing on motor and home insurance.  It is being 
carried out in three phases, and the first of these was completed recently. While I welcome this, 
I note with concern that the Bank has observed that the majority of firms utilise differential pric-
ing through various techniques and that a failure to recognise and / or acknowledge the practice 
on the part of some firms has raised significant concerns about their ability to assess its impact 
on customers.  On foot of its findings, the CBI sent a “Dear CEO” letter, on 8 September 2020, 
to firms to highlight its concerns following this first phase.  I now fully expect that firms will 
respond to these concerns in a positive manner and cooperate with the CBI.   

The work of the Central Bank of Ireland is now moving to the next phases of its review, 
before it makes any final recommendations.  On foot of this, I believe that it would be prudent 
to await the outcome of the review in advance of adopting any particular approach, including 
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in relation to considering any possible steps to legislate to remove the practice of dual pric-
ing.  This is undoubtedly a complex issue and will need careful consideration of any potential 
remedies, and what overall impact they would have on consumers.  We need to guard against 
the risk of unintended consequences in that in attempting to address an issue we don’t create 
an undesirable knock-on impact elsewhere.  This could include dis-encouraging competition or 
new entrants to the market, all of which is not in Irish consumers long-term interests.  

Finally, while I believe the CBI’s initial findings demonstrate the need for consumers to shop 
around when taking out or renewing insurance, I also expect that insurance firms will treat their 
customers fairly.  The recent preliminary findings of the Competition and Consumer Protection 
Commissions in relation to the motor insurance sector serve to remind us of the importance of 
insurance generally and the impact of the costs of insurance on consumers and businesses.

06/10/2020WRP01400Tax Credits

06/10/2020WRP01500257. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance the status of the review of 
flat rate expenses being carried out by the Revenue Commissioners; if this review has been im-
pacted by Covid-19; if the Revenue Commissioners can be instructed to not alter tax credits for 
frontline workers including teachers, shop assistants and other sectors that have made a huge 
contribution to the fight against the virus on behalf of the public; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28151/20]

06/10/2020WRP01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue conducted a comprehensive 
review of the administratively-based Flat Rate Expenses (FRE) regime in 2018 and 2019.  Rev-
enue has advised me that the purpose of the FRE review, which involved engagement with 
relevant representative bodies, was to ensure that the expenses granted to each employment 
category remain justified and appropriate to modern day employments and work practices. 

Each category of FRE allowance was examined separately in the light of the legislative 
requirements of section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997, which provides that 
expenses are tax deductible only if they are wholly, exclusively and necessarily incurred by the 
employee in the performance of the duties of his or her employment and are not reimbursed by 
the employer.   Where the FRE amount does not meet the legislative basis for tax deductibility 
or can no longer be justified, it cannot be expected that FRE amount will be retained. 

Outside of the FRE regime, all employees retain their statutory right to claim a deduction 
under section 114 of the TCA 1997 in respect of an expense incurred wholly, exclusively and 
necessarily in the performance of the duties of their employment, to the extent which the ex-
penses are not reimbursed by the employer. 

Revenue agreed to defer the implementation of any planned changes to the FRE regime, 
pending the outcome of an examination of a number of policy issues that arose during its review 
relating to the tax deductibility of expenses of employment.  This latter examination was carried 
out by the Tax Strategy Group (TSG), which is overseen by my Department and which met on 
10 September 2020. A TSG paper that sets out the consideration of the policy matters that arose 
during Revenue’s FRE review has now been published as part of the regular Budget process.  It 
is available online at https://assets.gov.ie/86995/006fad3c-ebb5-4b0e-b067-92f8102d6e43.pdf.

Given that the deliberations on the policy matters set out in the TSG continue, it would not 
be unexpected that any changes to the FRE regime might await the outcome of those delibera-
tions. Similarly, the question of the timing of the introduction of any changes to the FRE regime 
is solely a matter for Revenue.
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06/10/2020WRP01700Tax Credits

06/10/2020WRP01800258. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider increasing 
the working from home allowance for the winter months given the costs of heating and so on 
will be greater during these months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28155/20]

06/10/2020WRP01900282. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Finance the factors he is considering in cre-
ating a tax allowance or credit for those remote working either at home or an alternative loca-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28760/20]

06/10/2020WRP02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 258 
and 282 together.

The 2020 Programme for Government: Our Shared Future contains several commitments 
related to working from home, including an examination of the “feasibility and merits of chang-
ing tax arrangements to encourage more people to work remotely”, the responsibility for which 
falls to my Department.  There is also a commitment to the development of a ”national remote 
working strategy” and to that end, a Remote Working Strategy Inter-Departmental Group has 
been established.  Officials from my Department are included in this group which is chaired by 
the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation.  A number of issues are being consid-
ered as relevant to these commitments, the results of which will be made public in due course.

In terms of the current tax treatment of the costs associated with working from home, I 
would note that any such costs incurred wholly and exclusively for the purposes of the business 
by an employer (for example, the provision of equipment) may be deducted by the employer in 
the normal course of calculating the tax liability of their business.

From the perspective of the individual employee, there is no specific tax credit available 
to employees where they work from home.  The consideration of the introduction of any such 
credit would need to balance a number of factors including issues of equity, noting that not ev-
ery worker is able to work remotely or from home for a variety of reasons including the nature 
of their work and also the nature of their home environment.

However, I am advised by Revenue that where e-workers incur certain extra expenditure 
in the performance of their duties of employment remotely or from home, such as additional 
heating and electricity costs, there is a Revenue administrative practice in place that allows an 
employer to make payments up to €3.20 per day to such employees, subject to certain condi-
tions, without deducting PAYE, PRSI, or USC.

Revenue have confirmed that PAYE workers using their primary residence as a workplace 
during Covid-19 restrictions qualify as e-workers for the purposes of this practice.   

Revenue also advise that the provision of equipment, such as computers, printers, scanners 
and office furniture by the employer to enable the employee work from home will not attract a 
Benefit-In-Kind charge, where the equipment is provided primarily for business use. The provi-
sion of a telephone line, broadband and such facilities for business use will also not give rise to 
a Benefit-in-Kind charge, where private use of the connection is incidental.

Where an employer does not pay €3.20 per day to an e-worker, I am advised that employees 
retain their statutory right to claim a deduction under section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation 
Act (TCA) 1997 in respect of actual vouched expenses incurred wholly, exclusively and neces-
sarily in the performance of the duties of their employment. PAYE employees are entitled to 
claim costs such as additional light and heat in respect of the number of days spent working 
from home, apportioned on the basis of business and private use. 
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PAYE workers can claim e-working expenses by completing an Income Tax return at year 
end.  Revenue advise that the simplest way for taxpayers to claim their e-working expenses 
and any other tax credit entitlements is by logging into the myAccount facility on the Revenue 
website.

Finally, I am advised that Revenue have published detailed guidance on e-working arrange-
ments in their Tax and Duty manual TDM 05-02-13 e-Working and Tax.

06/10/2020WRP02100Tax Credits

06/10/2020WRP02200259. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to increase the depen-
dent relative tax credit in line with the incapacitated child tax credit as requested by an organisa-
tion (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28243/20]

06/10/2020WRP02300260. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance if eligibility for the home carer 
tax credit will be extended to include single working carers; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28244/20]

06/10/2020WRP02400261. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Finance his plans to allow carers to claim 
tax relief on the cost of employing a care worker while also claiming the dependent relative 
incapacitated child tax credit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28245/20]

06/10/2020WRP02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 259 
to 261, inclusive, together.

Consistent with the Programme for Government: Our Shared Future, it is not the intention 
to increase the value of income tax credits or bands in Budget 2021.

However, the Deputy has raised three separate but related issues regarding important mea-
sures in the tax code which support caring for people in vulnerable circumstances.

In relation to the suggestion to extend eligibility for the Home Carer Tax Credit to include 
single workers, I would note that this credit was specifically introduced in Finance Act 2000 in 
the context of a planned move to full individualisation of the Irish income tax system to ensure 
a balance was maintained for married one-income families where one spouse works primarily 
in the home caring for children, the aged or incapacitated persons.  The Home Carer Tax Credit 
is therefore only available to jointly assessed couples in a marriage or civil partnership, and it is 
not available to single persons as the issues that the credit sought to address do not arise in their 
circumstances.  Instead, the Single Person Child Carer Credit of €1,650 (and an increased rate 
band of €4,000) is available to single parents (whether widowed, separated, deserted or a single 
parent) with caring responsibilities for a dependent child who is under 18 years or, if over 18, is 
an incapacitated child who satisfies the incapacitated child tax credit criteria.

As regards the question of claiming tax relief on the cost of employing a care worker while 
also claiming the Dependent Relative or Incapacitated Child Tax Credit, the position is that 
there is no restriction on this and that such tax relief is available at the individual’s marginal rate 
of tax. However, there is an anti-avoidance provision in the legislation which prohibits claiming 
dependent relative or incapacitated child tax credits in respect of a person where that person is 
employed as the carer.

On the proposal to increase the Dependent Relative Tax Credit to the same level as the Inca-
pacitated Child Credit, each of these credits is targeted at different issues and different personal 
circumstances and as a result are set at different levels:
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- The Dependent Relative Tax Credit is a modest tax credit of €70, which can be claimed 
by an individual who maintains, at his or her own expense, a relative who is unable to maintain 
himself or herself.  

- The Incapacitated Child Tax Credit is a tax credit of €3,300, which can be claimed by a 
person in respect of a child who is permanently incapacitated either physically or mentally from 
maintaining himself or herself and had become so before reaching 21 years of age or finishing 
full-time education. The person must either be the parent of the child, have custody of the child 
or maintain the child at their own expense.

If the Dependent Relative Tax Credit was increased some 47-fold by €3,230 to €3,300 it is 
estimated to cost an additional €194m in a full year.  The values of the credits have been set at 
levels that are intended in part to reflect the economic burden that arises from the condition of 
the person being cared for, as well as the resources available to pay for their care.  

Finally, it is noted that these credits apply in addition to other various supports from other 
parts of Government, including the Department of Social Protection, the Department of Health 
and the Department of Children, Disability, Equality and Integration, that assist those with car-
ing responsibilities.

  Questions Nos. 262 and 263 answered with Question No. 250.

06/10/2020WRP03000Departmental Correspondence

06/10/2020WRP03100264. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide a copy of all cor-
respondence between an association (details supplied) and his Department, including offices of 
all Ministers of State under the aegis of his Department, from 1 June 2017 to the 30 September 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28313/20]

06/10/2020WRP03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Please see below a submission received 
from the Irish Association of Investment Managers (IAIM) dated 31 August 2018 in response 
to a public consultation related to the development of the strategy for the international financial 
services sector to 2025, now known as ‘Ireland for Finance’.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-10-06_pq264-06-10-20_en.pdf”>IAIM IFS 2025 Submission</a>]

The remaining correspondence requested by the Deputy is not readily available.  I will en-
deavour for the information requested to be forwarded directly to the Deputy within 14 days.  

06/10/2020WRP03300Tax Collection

06/10/2020WRP03400265. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance if he will respond to corre-
spondence received (details supplied) in relation to preliminary tax; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28321/20]

06/10/2020WRP03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that since 
the introduction of the pay and file system, self-assessed income taxpayers, including those 
whose self-assessed liabilities arise from rental income, have been required to pay annually 
both preliminary tax for the current year and any balance of tax owing for the previous year.  
The payment is due by 31 October in a year, or later if paying online via the Revenue Online 
Service (ROS).  
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The amount of the preliminary tax payment is

- 90% of the current year’s liability;

- 100% of the prior year’s liability; or

- 105% of the tax due for the tax year preceding the immediately previous tax year (often 
called the ‘pre-preceding year’).   

The “pre-preceding year” option only applies to taxpayers paying by direct debit.  Taxpay-
ers not paying by direct debit can choose the lower of the other two options.

The other part of the payment – the balance of tax owing for the previous year – is the dif-
ference between the liability based on the individual’s self-assessed income tax return, and the 
preliminary tax paid last year. 

Revenue has extended the deadline for customers to file their 2019 self-assessed income tax 
return and make the appropriate payment in respect of preliminary tax for 2020 and any income 
tax balance due for 2019.  The due date has been extended by four weeks from 12 November 
2020 to 10 December 2020.  To qualify for the extension, customers must both pay and file 
through ROS; otherwise the relevant return and payment is due no later than 31 October 2020. 

In the correspondence provided, the person seems to think that preliminary tax is a pre-
payment of next year’s liability and the preliminary tax system discriminates against the self-
assessed taxpayer compared to a PAYE taxpayer.  This is not the case; the preliminary tax due 
this year is a preliminary tax payment for this year, 2020.  With the extended deadline this pay-
ment is due by 10 December.  A PAYE taxpayer will have paid his or her liability through 2020.

In most cases individuals will not be paying the full amount of two years’ income tax liabili-
ties (previous year and current year) at once, unless they paid no preliminary tax in the previous 
year and based on their self-assessed income tax return they now have a liability for that year.

06/10/2020WRP03600Wage Subsidy Scheme

06/10/2020WRP03700266. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance the number of companies in Coun-
ty Wexford that availed of the wage subsidy scheme; the total amount provided; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28386/20]

06/10/2020WRP03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that the Tem-
porary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS) ceased on 31 August 2020 and was replaced with the 
Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) from 1 September 2020 

I am advised by Revenue that over 2,200 employers in Wexford availed of the TWSS from 
March to August 2020 and to date 1,300 employers in the county have registered for the EWSS.

Throughout the operation of the TWSS, Revenue has published detailed statistical informa-
tion on the operation of the scheme and since September has begun to supplement the data with 
information on the new EWSS, which may be of interest to the Deputy. The combined statistics 
are available at link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/
number-of-taxpayers-and-returns/covid-19-wage-subsidy-scheme-statistics.aspx .

06/10/2020WRP03900Housing Policy
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06/10/2020WRP04000267. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider some form of 
tax relief for the renovation of vacant housing property which will result in the additional avail-
ability of dwellings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28388/20]

06/10/2020WRP04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, taxation is 
only one of the policy levers available to the Government through which to boost housing sup-
ply.  Under my Department’s Tax Expenditure Guidelines, the introduction of new tax incentive 
measures should only be considered in circumstances where there is a demonstrable market 
failure and where a tax based incentive is more efficient than a direct expenditure intervention.

I have no plans to introduce a relief along the lines suggested by the Deputy, and the ques-
tion of any potential measures in this area will be kept under review in conjunction with the 
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

06/10/2020WRQ00200Value Added Tax

06/10/2020WRQ00300268. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider in the upcoming 
Budget, a reduction of the tourism VAT rate to 9% to assist the hospitality and hotel sector; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28389/20]

06/10/2020WRQ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, it is a 
longstanding practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on 
any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

  Questions Nos. 269 to 271, inclusive, answered with Question No. 250.

06/10/2020WRQ00800Financial Instruments

06/10/2020WRQ00900272. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to banks withdrawing the negative equity trade up product; if he will engage with them to re-
open it to applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28577/20]

06/10/2020WRQ01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As Minister for Finance, I do not have 
a role in the commercial decision making processes of credit institutions or the selection of the 
products which they choose to provide.  This is a commercial matter for each individual credit 
institution having regard to the relevant legal and regulatory requirements which apply.

With regard to those regulatory requirements, the Deputy may wish to note that there is an 
exemption from the Central Bank’s macro-prudential mortgage measures – in respect of the 
loan-to-value (LTV) restriction on mortgage borrowers – for those in negative equity who wish 
to purchase a new home.  This means that the mortgage shortfall remaining after a person sells 
their existing home can be added to the balance of the new mortgage for a new home and that 
the macro-prudential deposit requirements will not apply to that new mortgage.

The Central Bank’s consumer protection framework also includes a number of measures 
to protect consumers who are taking out a mortgage and seeks to ensure that lenders are trans-
parent and fair in all their dealings with borrowers and that borrowers are protected from the 
beginning to the end of the mortgage life cycle.  The Consumer Protection Code 2012 requires 
regulated entities to carry out affordability and suitability assessment, prior to offering, recom-
mending, arranging or providing a credit product to a personal consumer.  Separately, the Euro-
pean Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) Regulations 2016 require that creditors 
assess the creditworthiness of the consumer before concluding a credit agreement. 
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However, subject to the requirement to comply with the relevant legal and regulatory re-
quirements which govern the provision of residential mortgage credit to consumers, as indi-
cated it is ultimately a commercial matter for an individual lender to decide whether to offer 
particular products or whether to provide a new mortgage loan or decide on how much credit to 
provide in any particular case.

06/10/2020WRQ01100EU Directives

06/10/2020WRQ01200273. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the cost to his Depart-
ment to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish law; 
the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each fine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28611/20]

06/10/2020WRQ01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): A search of official records, in response 
to the Deputy’s question, indicates that there has been no cost to my Department from 2011 to 
date for fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish law.  To go back 
beyond that period would not be an efficient use of time and resources.

For background, the European Commission, in 2017 – “EU law: Better results through bet-
ter application (2017/C 18/02)” - set out its revised approach to seeking fines in cases of non-
transposition of an EU Directives.  Staff in the Department are aware of this altered approach.  
Our objective, when dealing with the often complex and time pressurised work of transposi-
tions, is to avoid a situation whereby the imposition of fines may become a consideration.

Furthermore, my Department is represented on an inter-departmental committee (chaired by 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) where these and related EU matters are monitored 
and discussed.

06/10/2020WRQ01400State Claims Agency

06/10/2020WRQ01500274. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the reason State Claims Agency 
figures have doubled since the previous year; the reasons for this; if the cause can be clarified; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28620/20]

06/10/2020WRQ01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume the Deputy is referring to the 
figures provided in the response to PQ 26142-20 answered on 24 September last (Dáil refer-
ence 103) which set out amounts paid on claims finalised by court award between 1 January 
2010 and 31 August 2020.  The State Claims Agency (SCA) which is part of the NTMA has 
advised me that the figures that relate to court awards are not representative of the trends in 
damages, legal fees or expert costs experienced by the SCA as court awards account for a very 
small percentage of the total amount of damages, legal fees and expert costs that relate to claims 
managed by the SCA. 

As set out in the 2019 NTMA Annual Report, damages awarded by a court accounted for 
0.5% of all claims resolved by the SCA in 2019.  The total costs incurred by the SCA in 2019 
in resolving and managing ongoing active claims, as set out in the 2019 NTMA Annual Report, 
were €416.9m (2018: €347.1m).

The 2020 figure set out in the PQ referred to above is higher than in previous years due to a 
significant award in a catastrophic injury case relating to an infant plaintiff.  High awards/settle-
ments in such cases are driven by a requirement to provide for complex lifelong care needs.  
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It should be noted that costs relating to cases included in the response to PQ 26142-20 are all 
apportioned to the year they are finalised (all associated payments will have been issued or will 
be in process of being paid).  In practice such costs may have been paid over a number of years.

06/10/2020WRQ01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRQ01800275. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Finance the support that will be made 
available to persons on the pandemic unemployment payment or employment wage subsidy 
scheme that receive notification from their bank that they have now withdrawn their mortgage 
holiday; his plans to discuss the issue with the major banks; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28634/20]

06/10/2020WRQ01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On 18 March last, the Banking and 
Payments Federation of Ireland (BPFI) announced a coordinated approach by banks and other 
lenders to help their customers who were economically impacted by the Covid-19 crisis.  The 
measures included flexible loan repayment arrangements where needed, including loan pay-
ment breaks initially for a period up to three months and then subsequently extended for up to 
six months.  This was a welcome initiative and it allowed necessary relief to be quickly and 
efficiently provided to borrowers.

Banks have now provided for flexible options for borrowers who can recommence pay-
ments following a Covid-19 payment break, and the BPFI has produced a useful guide on 
this - https://www.bpfi.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Final-BPFI-Coming-off-the-COVID-
19-Payment-Break.pdf.  The Central Bank has also updated its Covid-19 FAQ in relation to 
mortgage payment breaks on 18 September.

However, I am very conscious that many other borrowers continue to be impacted by the 
economic consequences of Covid-19, and that they may not be in a position to resume their loan 
repayment commitments when their payment break ends.  I am fully aware of the stress and 
uncertainty that these borrowers are still facing, and they will continue need assistance and sup-
port from their lenders.  At our recent meeting, this point was made very clear to the CEOs of 
the country’s retail banks, and to the BPFI, by the Tánaiste, the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform and myself.  It was also indicated that it is particularly vital that lenders work with 
their customers to ensure that suitable arrangements are put in place to assist their customers 
who are still experiencing difficulty.  Borrowers have a suite of regulatory protections and lend-
ers have specific obligations to support and work with borrowers still experiencing mortgage 
or other loan difficulty because of Covid-19.  These options could include additional flexibil-
ity, and this could be short term such as additional periods without payments or interest-only 
repayments, or if appropriate more long term arrangements.  Each individual’s position is dif-
ferent and that’s why a case-by-case approach is now the best approach as some sectors of the 
economy are more impacted than others.

I will also continue to work with the Central Bank, as regulator, to ensure that the Central 
Bank consumer protection framework will be fully available to mortgage and other borrowers 
that will still need support following a Covid-19 payment break.

06/10/2020WRQ02000Wage Subsidy Scheme

06/10/2020WRQ02100276. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide details of the 
tax status of those employed in recent months and availing of the temporary wage subsidy 
scheme (details supplied). [28695/20]
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06/10/2020WRQ02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme 
(TWSS) was legislated for in section 28 of the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Co-
vid-19) Act 2020.  The scheme was predicated on the employer wanting to keep the employees 
on the payroll and to retain them until business picked up.  The employer was expected to make 
best efforts to maintain the employee’s net income for the duration of the scheme.  Legally, 
however, there was no requirement for a minimum amount that the employer had to pay as a 
normal wages payment to an employee to top up the wage subsidy.  The reason there is no such 
requirement is simple – many businesses were forced to close completely and would have had 
no capacity to continue to pay employees’ wages.  The purpose of the TWSS was to get much 
needed financial assistance to employees, while retaining the employer / employee relationship 
which facilitated the early recommencement of normal business when conditions permitted.

Payments made under the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme are income supports and share 
the characteristics of income.  Other income earners in receipt of comparable “normal wages” 
are taxable on those wages.  In the interest of equity, therefore, payments under the TWSS are 
subject to income tax and USC. 

While income tax and the USC on most income is deducted in real-time as and when the 
person is paid, the TWSS payments were not taxed in real-time and are instead liable to income 
tax and USC at the end of the year (2020).

Revenue will make a Preliminary End of Year Statement available to all employees in Janu-
ary 2021, including those who were in receipt of the TWSS.  The Preliminary End of Year 
Statement includes information relating to an employee’s income received, including pensions 
and income from the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protect, as well as their 
tax credit entitlements.  For the tax year 2020, the Statement will also include information on 
the amounts of TWSS payments, if any, received by each employee.  In addition, the Statement 
will provide employees with a preliminary calculation of the income tax and USC position for 
2020 and will indicate whether their tax position is balanced, underpaid or overpaid for the year.

Upon viewing the Preliminary End of Year Statement through myAccount, which is Rev-
enue’s secure online facility for individual taxpayer services, employees will have an opportu-
nity to update their personal record, declare any additional income and claim any additional tax 
credits due, for example qualifying health expenses, to arrive at their final liability for 2020. 

Where a liability is finalised, individuals may opt to fully or partially pay any income tax 
and USC liability through the Payments/Repayments facility in myAccount.  Where individuals 
do not opt to fully or partially pay, Revenue will collect the liability by reducing their tax credits 
over 4 years, interest free.  The reduction of tax credits will start in January 2022.

On 25 September 2020, Revenue provided an update, by way of public announcement, as to 
how any tax liability arising on the TWSS will be dealt with.  I am pleased to welcome this fair 
and flexible approach being taken by Revenue in the collection of tax due on payments made 
under TWSS which aims to minimise any hardship on any individuals concerned.

  Questions Nos. 277 to 281, inclusive, answered with Question No. 250.

  Question No. 282 answered with Question No. 258.

06/10/2020WRR00200Value Added Tax

06/10/2020WRR00300283. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that processing VAT refunds on diesel for haulers has increased from three months 
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to nine months; if his further attention has been drawn to the significant difficulties for haulers 
and the added difficulties of the Covid-19 crisis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28767/20]

06/10/2020WRR00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that under 
the terms of the Diesel Rebate Scheme (DRS), qualifying road transport operators submit their 
claims, via an online system, during the three months following when the transaction took 
place. Once the claims are received by Revenue, they are normally processed and paid within 
eight weeks following completion of the necessary validation checks.

Revenue has also confirmed to me that standard (non-DRS related) VAT Repayments across 
all sectors are generally processed within twenty days. However, on occasion, Revenue may 
require clarification or further information regarding a claim and this can delay repayment de-
pending on the timing and accuracy of the responses received from the business. If the Deputy 
is aware of a claim that is awaiting payment for nine months, she should provide the informa-
tion to Revenue so that the matter can be investigated. 

Regarding the Deputy’s comments on the difficulties being experienced by hauliers arising 
from Covid-19, the Financial Measures (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020 put on a statutory footing 
the arrangements for the deferral or ‘warehousing’ of tax debts, which is available to any busi-
nesses, including hauliers, that are impacted negatively by the pandemic.  

The legislation provides that outstanding VAT and PAYE (Employer) liabilities incurred 
during the period of restricted trading due to Covid-19 can be deferred for twelve months after 
resumption of trading. Rather than the normal interest rate of c. 10% per annum on such li-
abilities, interest on ‘warehoused’ debts is applied at 0% during the 12 month ‘warehousing’ 
period and 3% thereafter until the liabilities are paid. There is currently €1.8 billion of debt 
‘warehoused’ under the scheme, which is a very significant cash flow assistance to businesses. 

Access to the ‘warehousing’ arrangements is dependent on all outstanding tax returns be-
ing filed and current taxes being paid on a timely basis once trading resumes. Businesses that 
avail of the ‘warehousing’ scheme also qualify for a Tax Clearance Certificate if they otherwise 
meet the normal qualifying conditions. This gives them access to other Covid-related supports, 
including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme. 

As a further support measure for businesses, including hauliers, I introduced a reduced an-
nual interest rate of 3% for certain tax debts as part of the July 2020 Jobs Stimulus Package. 
This rate represents a significant reduction from the standard 8% and 10% rates that normally 
apply to such liabilities and is applicable across all tax-heads and outstanding debts that cannot 
be ‘warehoused’, for example older liabilities and tax debts not associated with Covid-19. The 
interest rate reduction is a key incentive to businesses to bring their tax affairs into order, be tax 
cleared, and thereby become eligible for the other Covid-19 related supports that are available. 

To avail of the reduced 3% rate, businesses are required to agree a payment arrangement 
with Revenue by 31 October 2020 (extended from 30 September 2020). Revenue has advised 
me that almost €50m of non-Covid-19 related tax debt is now covered by phased payments 
incorporating the reduced 3% rate.

06/10/2020WRR00500Tax Code

06/10/2020WRR00600284. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider imple-
menting an optional 40% rate of automatic withholding tax for self-employed persons provid-
ing services to the State at the option of the taxpayer; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [28771/20]

06/10/2020WRR00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
Professional Services Withholding Tax (PSWT). PSWT was introduced in 1987 and is a with-
holding tax which provides for the deduction at source of tax at the standard rate of income tax 
(20%) from gross payments made by accountable persons for certain professional services.

Accountable persons include Government Departments and Offices, Local authorities, the 
Health Service Executive, authorised Health Insurers and commercial and non-commercial 
semi-State bodies and their subsidiaries.

The definition of professional services covers a wide range of services such as medical, 
architectural, engineering, financial, legal and geological services.

PSWT is an interim tax and PSWT deducted is allowed as a credit against Income Tax or 
Corporation tax of the individual or company that has suffered it. 

As the Deputy may be aware, it is a long-standing practice of the Minister for Finance not 
to comment, in advance of the Budget, on any tax matters that might be the subject of Budget 
decisions. 

06/10/2020WRR00800Tax Code

06/10/2020WRR00900285. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he will amend the measures 
which provide for staycation payments to render them payable as a grant rather than as a tax 
rebate in order that persons on pensions or other benefits whose incomes are below the tax 
threshold can also avail of the grant. [28785/20]

06/10/2020WRR01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The introduction of grant measures in 
this sector would be a matter for the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the 
Gaeltacht.

With regard to the Stay and Spend Tax Credit, the Deputy will be aware that, within the tax 
system, the normal position is that a tax credit can only benefit a person who has a tax liability. 
In the case of the Stay and Spend Tax Credit, however,  special arrangements have been made 
to extend the potential benefit as widely as possible so that, even where a person does not have 
an income tax liability, he or she may still benefit by virtue of having a USC liability. The posi-
tion is that a full-time minimum wage worker will be able to absorb fully the Stay and Spend 
Tax Credit in either 2020 or 2021.  In fact, a person who earns 75% of the minimum wage in the 
year, for example a person working part-time for 29.25 hours per week on the minimum wage, 
will also be able to fully absorb the credit in either 2020 or 2021.

06/10/2020WRR01100Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRR01200286. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance if he has engaged a third-
party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to conduct online and or 
social media monitoring and or provide reports on social media coverage of his Department; 
if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media platforms being monitored will be 
provided. [28916/20]

06/10/2020WRR01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can advise the Deputy that my De-
partment’s Press Office engaged KANTAR Media Services to provide media monitoring ser-
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vices during the years 2017 to 2019, and to date in 2020.  The media monitoring service covers 
newspapers, including their online content, but does not cover social media. The costs (inclu-
sive of VAT) associated with the provision of this service are €13,782.20 in 2017, €8,418.29 in 
2018, €9,988.39 in 2019, and €5,688.17 to date in 2020. 

06/10/2020WRR01400Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRR01500287. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Finance the number of staff in his 
Department on sick leave between March and September by month in 2019 and to date 2020; 
the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; the num-
ber of sick days accounted for by his Department over the period; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28934/20]

06/10/2020WRR01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I wish to inform the Deputy the depart-
mental sick leave figures for March 2019 and 2020 have not yet been validated with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform. This information is not available at present.

06/10/2020WRR01700Ministerial Meetings

06/10/2020WRR01800288. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Finance the details of his meeting with 
a person (details supplied) on 1 July 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28945/20]

06/10/2020WRR01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will appreciate, both 
as Minister for Finance and since the 9th July 2020, as President of Eurogroup, I have been in 
regular contact with other EU Finance Ministers and key figures across the various EU institu-
tions with regard to current issues particularly on the response to the pandemic and macroeco-
nomic developments. 

My teleconference meeting with Mr. Klaus Regling on 01 July 2020 was a courtesy call to 
inform him that I had put my name forward for the position of Eurogroup President. During the 
call, I outlined my vision for the work of the Eurogroup and the key issues over the two and a 
half year term of the Eurogroup Presidency.  

As the Deputy will be aware, Mr. Regling is the Managing Director of the European Stabil-
ity Mechanism (ESM), the euro area crisis resolution mechanism.  Mr. Regling participates in 
meetings of the Eurogroup in his capacity as Managing Director of the ESM. 

The teleconference meeting was one of a series of such meetings during my campaign for 
the position of Eurogroup President, where I spoke with the many of the euro area Finance 
Ministers, who make up the membership of the Eurogroup, as well as the representatives of the 
European institutions that participate in the Eurogroup. 

06/10/2020WRR02000Public Sector Pay

06/10/2020WRR02100289. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the estimated full year cost of paying TDs all salary increments due between now and the end 
of 2021. [28127/20]

06/10/2020WRR02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): No costs 
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arise as salary increments for members of the Oireachtas were abolished under the provisions of 
section 2 of the Oireachtas (Allowances to Members) and Ministerial and Parliamentary Offices 
Act 2009 (No. 29 of 2009), effective from the commencement of the 31st Dáil / 24th Seanad 
in 2011.

06/10/2020WRR02300Weather Events

06/10/2020WRR02400290. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform further to 
the visit by the Minister of State for the OPW, if he will seek reports from the local authorities 
on the recent flooding events in west County Cork during August 2020 to address flood mitiga-
tion works for the areas concerned. [28254/20]

06/10/2020WRR02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Reports on flood events are prepared for Government by Department of 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage, in line with the Major Emergency Management 
framework.  A report on “Severe Weather & Flooding August 2020” was prepared by that De-
partment for discussion at the Government Task Force Meeting on Emergency Management in 
early September. 

Nonetheless, the Office of Public Works and Cork County Council remain in close contact 
following the flood events in August of this year.  I visited areas in West Cork affected by the 
flood events in August at the time and saw the devastating effects such events have on com-
munities.  

My Office has since received an initial report on the recent flooding in Bantry, with a final 
report expected shortly.  Bantry was identified for a potential flood relief scheme in the Flood 
Risk Management Plan for the area, which was published in 2018, and Cork County Council 
expects to go to tender shortly for the appointment of a consultant to take the development of 
that scheme forward. 

Reports on the events that occurred in Bandon and Skibbereen have also been sought from 
design consultants for the flood relief schemes in those towns respectively, although the events 
in these towns were not directly related to the flood relief schemes, which are close to comple-
tion. 

My Office also manages a Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme – 
to provide funding to local authorities for small, localised schemes in areas impacted by river 
and coastal flooding – over €39m has been provided since the Scheme started in 2009.   Local 
Authorities are encouraged to avail of this Scheme where possible to benefit such areas.  Should 
Cork County Council submit applications for the areas recently affected, they will be given 
every consideration. 

06/10/2020WRR02600Office of Public Works

06/10/2020WRR02700291. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the reason 
some equipment in a park (details supplied) has been removed while the same equipment is in 
other OPW sites; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28379/20]

06/10/2020WRR02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Two items of play equipment have been removed on Health and Safety 
grounds as they posed a danger to children. Firstly, a pylon carousel developed a large hole 
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through which children could fall. OPW assessed the item in question and established that the 
equipment had deteriorated due to extensive use. The other item is a disabled swing seat and 
this has been removed due to a worn safety strap. 

Due to the Covid -19 pandemic it was difficult initially to source replacement equipment. 
However, I am pleased to advise that OPW is finalising the procurement of replacement items 
to be installed before the end of the year.

06/10/2020WRR02900Office of Public Works

06/10/2020WRR03000292. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when a 
premises in an OPW site (details supplied) will be up for tender to rent and or lease out; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28380/20]

06/10/2020WRR03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Café concession at John F. Kennedy Arboretum operates on a seasonal 
basis and normally opens between March and mid-November of each year.  The last trading 
period concluded  in November 2019. 

OPW had planned to tender this concession opportunity in March 2020  but this was post-
poned due to the outbreak of Covid-19.  OPW is currently finalising tender documentation with 
a view to advertising this concession opportunity by public tender before the end of the year. 
It is hoped that the successful bidder will be in a position to open the café for the 2021 season 
subject to the prevailing health advices and Government restrictions at the time.

During this recent period of closure of the café, OPW has taken the opportunity to carry 
out a survey of the premises to identify any necessary works that might be required to achieve 
compliance with the COVID-19 related operational guidance for social distancing, sanitisation 
etc. These minor works will be undertaken early in 2021.

06/10/2020WRR03200Flood Relief Schemes

06/10/2020WRR03300293. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the flood relief scheme in Enniscorthy, County Wexford; when he expects construction to 
start; if an estimate of the full costs involved will be provided; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28381/20]

06/10/2020WRR03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Enniscorthy (River Slaney) flood defence scheme is being progressed 
by Wexford County Council on behalf of the Commissioners of Public Works as a scheme 
under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995.  This is a significant scheme within the Office 
of Public Works €1 billion flood relief investment programme, and on completion will protect 
236 properties in the town.

The Scheme requires formal confirmation to proceed from the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform (MPER). This is a statutory requirement under the Arterial Drainage Acts, 
which now, under the recent European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Arterial 
Drainage) Regulations 2019, also require the MPER to carry out an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) of the proposed Scheme.  This now involves, inter alia, a formal review by 
MPER of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared by the Commission-
ers and recently submitted (along with a Natura Impact Statement) to the MPER as part of the 
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formal confirmation process.

The River Slaney (Enniscorthy) Flood Relief Scheme is currently awaiting formal Confir-
mation to proceed from The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The statutory consul-
tation period required in relation to this process has recently been completed by the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform, and any relevant observations will be taken into consider-
ation. While it is not possible to give a construction start date until such time as the scheme 
is formally confirmed, Wexford County Council and the OPW are working together to ensure 
that the procurement of a Contractor for the flood relief works will be completed as soon as 
practicable after the confirmation of the scheme. The overall budget for the scheme is €50.7m, 
provision for which has been made in the OPW multi Annual Capital Budget.

06/10/2020WRR03500Flood Relief Schemes

06/10/2020WRR03600294. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the flood relief scheme for Wexford town, County Wexford; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28382/20]

06/10/2020WRR03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Wexford flood relief scheme is being progressed by Wexford Co. Coun-
cil with finance and advice from the Office of Public Works. A tender competition to appoint 
consultants was completed on 9th July 2020 and the tender assessment board met in August 
to review the submissions. WCC are currently compiling the tender assessment report for the 
OPW with a view to identifying the successful tender in the coming weeks.

The consultants will then prepare the design of the proposed works to bring the project 
forward for submission for planning and other relevant statutory consents, and subject to such 
consents, to detailed design, tendering and construction. 

06/10/2020WRR03800Flood Relief Schemes

06/10/2020WRR03900295. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status 
of the flood relief scheme for Rosslare Strand, County Wexford; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28383/20]

06/10/2020WRR04000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Office of Public Works in conjunction with Wexford County Council 
have been progressing options for coastal erosion protection works along Rosslare Strand to the 
seaward side, and flood defence works to the landward side of the spit in Rosslare. 

The Commissioners of Public Works have now formally approved funding in the amount 
of approximately €600,000 to engage consultants to prepare the design of the proposed works 
to bring the project forward for submission for planning and other relevant statutory consents, 
and subject to such consents, to detailed design, tendering and construction, with total funding 
of €6.4m to be made available should a viable scheme be identified.  

Wexford County Council are currently working on tender documents to advertise for the 
design consultant in the coming months. 

06/10/2020WRR04100Garda Stations
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06/10/2020WRR04200296. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
Garda stations within the Tipperary division that were refurbished by the OPW over the past 18 
months; the nature of works carried out in each station; if each of the refurbishment works are 
completed or still ongoing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28397/20]

06/10/2020WRR04300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I can confirm that the Office of Public Works has carried out refurbishment 
works to 19 Garda Stations in the Tipperary Division between September 2019 and October 
2020.  Details of these works are given below and included works funded by both the Office of 
Public Works and An Garda Síochána.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-10-06_pq296-06-10-2020_en.pdf”>Garda Stations</a>]

06/10/2020WRR04400Public Sector Staff

06/10/2020WRR04500297. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 93 of 30 June 2020, if the LRC recommendation (details 
supplied) will be honoured; the action taken in the past seven years by his Department to en-
gage with the employees concerned to identify suitable vacancies and to match the vacancies 
with this cohort of employees, some of whom have been on the re-deployment panel for that pe-
riod; the number on the panel; if a senior official from his Department will be appointed to assist 
the staff concerned to be redeployed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28497/20]

06/10/2020WRR04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the Public Service Agreements (PSAs) provide for agreed redeployment ar-
rangements to apply in the civil service and in other parts of the public service. My Department 
remains responsible for redeployment in the civil service and non-commercial state bodies, 
and these redeployments panels are operated by the Public Appointments Service (PAS). My 
Department are in contact with both the Department of Transport and PAS in regard to the re-
deployment of the staff members.

It is important to note that to date a total of 33 staff members have been redeployed from 
Shannon Development.

LRC recommendation 21632 continues to be implemented. There are currently 11 staff 
members on the panel, with only 4 of these staff pre-dating the LRC recommendation.

These staff will continue to be redeployed within the Public Service under the terms of the 
PSAs. However, it remains the position that these staff can only be redeployed if and when 
suitable vacancies become available, primarily within this region. It should also be noted that 
vacancies in regional locations, particularly at higher grades, tend to be fewer.

I am advised that, further to Parliamentary Question No. 93 of 30 June 2020 where one staff 
member declined an offer of redeployment, an offer is currently being advanced to another staff 
member. 

The redeployment policy and scheme is currently being reviewed by my Department, in 
collaboration with PAS.

06/10/2020WRS00200Departmental Expenditure
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06/10/2020WRS00300298. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the cost to his Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU direc-
tives into Irish law; the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each 
fine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28616/20]

06/10/2020WRS00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform has not incurred any fines for non-transposition of EU 
directives into Irish law.

06/10/2020WRS00500Pension Provisions

06/10/2020WRS00600299. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
proposals in respect of increases proposed for An Post pensioners have been considered by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28621/20]

06/10/2020WRS00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Officials 
from my Department are currently examining a request regarding pension increases proposed 
for An Post pensioners. As part of the decision making process further information and clarifi-
cations on issues arising from the request has been sought from the Department of Communica-
tions, Climate Action and the Environment. 

Typically, as part of any such decisions due account must be taken of the overall funding 
position in the relevant pension funds and consideration is also usually given to the impact of 
pension increases on the ongoing sustainability of pension funds.

A decision on the request will be made in due course.

06/10/2020WRS00800Garda Stations

06/10/2020WRS00900300. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
total space in square metres occupied by car parking space at Donnybrook Garda Station, Dub-
lin 4; the precise number of car parking spaces; if the OPW has responsibility for the usage and 
maintenance of the car park; if alternative development on this space has ever been considered; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28627/20]

06/10/2020WRS01000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): I am advised by the Commissioners that the size of the station site that is 
currently occupied is c.2,500 sqm.  A total of 44 car spaces are assigned to An Garda Siochana 
on the site.

While the OPW maintains the property, the use of the car park and the allocation of spaces 
is a matter for An Garda Siochana.  

Similarly, in relation to maintenance works, any additional facilities or future development 
on the site, this is determined by An Garda Siochana in line with their operational requirements; 
and submitted to the OPW.  

The OPW has not been made aware of any alternative development plans for the site.

06/10/2020WRS01100Defence Forces Remuneration
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06/10/2020WRS01200301. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of 
the review of pay structures of the medium term project being led by his Department relating to 
the high level plan Strengthening Our Defence Forces; the status of the medium term project; 
the deadline for completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28641/20]

06/10/2020WRS01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the Public Service Pay Commission in its Report on certain health pro-
fessionals published in August 2018, recommended “that the parties to the Public Service 
Agreement should consider putting arrangements in place, at an appropriate time, and without 
compromising the stability of the public service pay bill, to allow for the adequacy of current 
pay arrangements more generally to be fully examined.” 

The focus of efforts to date has been on implementation of the various measures contained 
in Phase 1 High Level Plan ‘Strengthening our Defence Forces’.  My Department has pro-
gressed and completed the following projects:

- Increase in Military Service Allowance;

- Restoration of Allowances cut under the Haddington Road Agreement;

- Restoration of Weekend Premium rates;

- Restore Pilot Service Commitment Scheme.

Changes to the pay of public servants, including the Permanent Defence Force, can only be 
considered in a public service wide context and by the parties to the Public Service Agreement, 
both now and in the future.

06/10/2020WRS01400Departmental Data

06/10/2020WRS01500302. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will provide statistical information and costings (details supplied) in tabular form. [28667/20]

06/10/2020WRS01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The July 
Stimulus set out a range of tax and expenditure measures to provide targeted supports to stimu-
late activity across the economy, provide assistance to firms and to support employment. Table 
1 below sets out the 2021 cost of tax and expenditure measures announced as part of the July 
Stimulus.

Table 1 – 2021 Cost of July Stimulus Measures (€bn)

€bn 
Tax Measures 0.32 
Stay and Spend Initiative 0.14 
VAT 0.16 
Cycle-to-Work 0.002 
Interest reduction on tax liabilities 0.02 
Current Expenditure Measures 1.37 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment 0.4 
Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme 0.9 
Labour Market Activation Measures 0.07 
Capital Expenditure Measures 0.1 
Capital Works 0.1 
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In addition to this, there will be significant further Covid-19 related expenditure allocated 
for 2021 as part of the Budget 2021 process. Ensuring the provision of the necessary funding to 
support our people and key public services over the next phase of the COVID-19 pandemic will 
be the key priority in Budget 2021. In light of this, work is ongoing in assessing the impact of 
further Covid-19 costs in 2021. As set out in a previous Parliamentary Question, on a no policy 
change (NPC) basis, and assuming an improved position in relation to employment next year 
based on the latest macroeconomic projections, it is estimated that there could be a cost of ap-
proximately €9 billion in relation to Covid-19 expenditure in 2021. This figure is inclusive of 
the carryover costs of the July Stimulus set out above. However, this amount is subject to sig-
nificant uncertainty, with a need in particular to work through in detail the requirements for the 
Health service next year and also the impact on income and employment supports of the impact 
of the pandemic on the labour market. This work in relation to estimating the NPC position will 
be finalised this week and reflected in the White Paper - Estimates of Receipts and Expenditure 
to be published on 9th October. 

Further information will also be set out in detail in the 2021 Expenditure Report. It should 
be noted that these pressures will be dealt with separately from core expenditure increases and 
given their scale, will form a significant part of the overall package of budgetary measures for 
2021.

As is usual, there are a number of pre-commitments in relation to core expenditure for Bud-
get 2021. Table 2 below sets out these current and capital core expenditure pre-commitments for 
Budget 2021, totalling €2 billion. Work is ongoing in finalising these costs, and on the emerging 
core expenditure position for this year for this year, as part of the normal budgetary process.

Table 2 – Pre-Committed Core Expenditure 2021 (€bn)

€bn 
Total Pre-Committed 2.0 
Demographics 0.5 
Carryover of Budget 2020 Current Expenditure Measures 0.2 
PSSA 0.4 
Capital - NDP 1.0 

06/10/2020WRS01700Standards in Public Office Commission

06/10/2020WRS01800303. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the Secretary General of his Department consulted with SIPO in advance and-or after the fact 
regarding their appointment to an organisation (details supplied). [28670/20]

06/10/2020WRS01900304. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the Secretary General of his Department made an application to the outside appointments board 
in order to take on their role with an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28672/20]

06/10/2020WRS02000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 303 and 304 together.

The appointment of the Secretary General of my Department as a non-Executive Director 
at this sporting organisation is in a purely personal capacity and is being undertaken on a vol-
untary basis.  He is continuing to serve in his role as Secretary General and the steps raised in 
these questions do not arise.
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06/10/2020WRS02200Office of Public Works

06/10/2020WRS02300305. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Office of Public Works will be requested to carry out the necessary works to recover the remains 
of persons (details supplied) in line with the wishes of their families; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28858/20]

06/10/2020WRS02400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Consideration of any proposal to undertake an exhumation and re-interral 
project of the Invincibles’ remains at Kilmainham Gaol is not a unilateral matter for the Com-
missioners of Public Works.  It is a matter for decision by the Minister for Housing, Local Gov-
ernment & Housing in the first instance.

06/10/2020WRS02500Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRS02600306. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
he has engaged a third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to 
conduct online and or social media monitoring and or provide reports on social media coverage 
of his Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media platforms being 
monitored will be provided. [28923/20]

06/10/2020WRS02700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has not incurred any 
costs associated with social media monitoring in the years specified.

06/10/2020WRS02800Departmental Data

06/10/2020WRS02900307. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the number of staff in his Department on sick leave between March and September by month 
in 2019 and to date 2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended 
period of time; the number of sick days accounted for by his Department over the period; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28941/20]

06/10/2020WRS03000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The table 
below outlines the number of staff in the Department for whom sick leave was recorded per 
month for the period of March to September in 2019 and 2020.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-10-06_pq307-06-10-2020_en.docx”>Departmental Staff</a>]

Sick pay arrangements:

The arrangements for paid sick leave in the Public Service are in accordance with the Public 
Service Sick Leave Regulations (S.I. 124 of 2014) and the administration of the Scheme is man-
aged on a sectoral level by each public service employer.  

The access to paid sick leave as provided for in the Scheme is as follows.

Ordinary Sick Leave

Under the Scheme, public servants have access to the following paid sick leave:
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- a maximum of 92 days (3 months) on full pay in a rolling one year period;

- followed by a maximum of 91 days (3 months) on half pay;

- subject to a maximum of 183 days (6 months) paid sick leave in a rolling four year period.

Critical Illness Protocol (CIP)

Regulation 12 of the Public Service Sick Leave Regulations, provides for extended sick pay 
for critical illness or injury may be awarded in two types of situation:

(a) where the occupational health physician has certified that the individual is suffering from 
a critical illness, serious injury or serious medical condition; and

(b) where there are exceptional circumstances relating to an illness, injury or condition – 
either previous or current – that justifies its award.

Regulation 12 also sets out the maximum levels of sick pay to which an individual may have 
access in cases of critical illness or injury. These are:

- a maximum of 183 days (6 months) on full pay in a rolling 12-month period,

- followed by a maximum of 182 days (6 months) on half pay, subject to an overall maxi-
mum of 365 days of sick pay in a rolling 4 year period

Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration

In addition, Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration (TRR) may be granted to public ser-
vants who have exhausted sick leave at full and half pay and where there is a reasonable pros-
pect of recovery and return to work.

If the required eligibility criteria are met, as set out below, for the payment of TRR the 
maximum period payable is 547 days in the case of ordinary illness, there is increased access to 
TRR under the CIP if applicable.

Requirements for the eligibility for access to TRR are;

(a) an individual must have the service required for an ill health retirement pension; and

(b) there must be a reasonable prospect of return to work to give regular and effective service

06/10/2020WRS03100State Bodies

06/10/2020WRS03200308. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the breakdown of salaries, expenses and so on paid to Board members 
of RTÉ in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020. [28719/20]

06/10/2020WRS03300Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): As Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, I have re-
sponsibility for the governance of RTÉ to ensure the company is fully compliant with the Code 
of Practice for the Governance of State bodies and the governance functions included in the 
legislative and regulatory framework for broadcasting.

The RTÉ Board are appointed under Section 81 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 for a period 
not exceeding five years. The Act provides for a 12 member Board, to be appointed by the 
Government.
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Section 84 of the Broadcasting Act provides for the payment of remuneration and expenses 
to members of the Board, out of monies at the disposal of the corporation, as determined by 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

In November 2019, in the context of cost reduction initiatives identified as part of the re-
vised RTÉ strategy 2020-2024, the Board members announced their intention to waive their 
fees, effective 1 January 2020.

The RTÉ Board fees and expenses are outlined in the table below:

2016 (€’000) 2017(€’000) 2018(€’000) 2019(€’000) 2020 to date (€’000) 

Board Member Fees 146 157 137 139 0*

Expenses (Travel and Subsistence)  41 40 24 26 4.4

Total 187 197 161 165 4.4** 

*In 2020, the RTÉ Board agreed to waive all fees due to them so no fees have been paid 
this year.

** In total, €4,387 has been paid in expenses to Board members relating to expenses in-
curred in 2019.

06/10/2020WRS03400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRS03500309. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht her plans regarding cancelled events and festivals in County Louth (details 
supplied). [28210/20]

06/10/2020WRS03600Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Festivals and participative events, many of which are supported by Fáilte Ire-
land, support the tourism industry by motivating people to travel, to generate footfall, economic 
activity and – importantly from a tourism perspective – bed-nights across the country.  

However, as we balance managing virus-related risks with facilitating continued economic 
and social activity, we must limit gatherings and group social interactions in order to suppress 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  Accordingly, this approach has necessitated the cancella-
tion of many festivals and participative events across the country – including in County Louth.

Fáilte Ireland is working with local stakeholders in County Louth to enhance and promote 
the county’s overall tourism offering and to maximise the tourism and overall economic return.  
Fáilte Ireland has a wide programme of supports in place for the county, with further planning 
underway to inform additional destination development.  I have asked the tourism agency to 
provide the Deputy with further detail on existing and planned tourism supports for Co. Louth.  
Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working days.

06/10/2020WRS03700Sports Capital Programme

06/10/2020WRS03800310. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht when applications will be open for the next phase of sports capital grants 
(details supplied). [28212/20]

06/10/2020WRS03900Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
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support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal 
sports equipment throughout the country. The Programme for Government commits to continu-
ing the SCP and to prioritise the investment in disadvantaged areas.

The most recent (2018) round of the SCP attracted a record 2,337 applications. Allocations 
were announced in January, May and November of last year with a total of over €56 million 
awarded to 1,648 different projects. All unsuccessful applicants were given the opportunity to 
appeal the Department’s decision. In relation to the capital grants announced in November, a 
total of 122 appeals were submitted by the December deadline.  The review of these appeals 
was completed in April with 6 new allocations approved. 

The priority to date this year has been to advance all projects previously allocated funding to 
ensure the facilities are available for use and that the relevant grants are drawn down. In this re-
gard, over €20m has been paid out to over 800 different sports clubs and groups so far this year.  

 With regard to future rounds of the programme, a full Review of the 2018 round of the SCP 
has now been completed and the terms and conditions of the next round of the programme will 
be based on the recommendations in the Review. Work on these terms and conditions is now 
being finalised and an announcement in relation to the timing of the next round will be made 
after that is completed.

06/10/2020WRS04000Departmental Projects

06/10/2020WRS04100311. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht the status of the development of the website of her Department (details sup-
plied). [28214/20]

06/10/2020WRS04200Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Transfer of Functions Order, bringing Tourism and Sport functions to my 
Department, was approved by Government on Tuesday, 15 September 2020, and came into 
effect the following day.  Media functions were transferred to my Department with effect from 
the 23 of September with the Heritage functions and Islands functions transferring out of my 
Department with effect from 9 September and 23 September respectively  

Work has been ongoing between officials in my Department and the Office of the Govern-
ment Chief Information Officer at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to create 
a website for the newly configured Department to be integrated into Gov.ie and this will go live 
shortly. 

In the meantime, information in relation to Sport, Culture and Tourism and other activi-
ties, particularly those impacted by new Covid-19 guidelines, are available here: https://www.
gov.ie/en/campaigns/resilience-recovery-2020-2021-plan-for-living-with-covid-19/.  Details in 
relation to the Sports Capital Programme can be found at the following link: www.sportscapi-
talprogramme.ie

06/10/2020WRS04300An Coimisinéir Teanga

06/10/2020WRS04400312. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Meán, Turasóireachta, Ealaíon, 
Cultúir, Spóirt agus Gaeltachta soiléiriú a thabhairt i dtaobh na hidirghníomhaíochta a bhí aici 
le RTÉ ó dheimhnigh an Coimisinéir Teanga in 2018 gur sháraigh RTÉ an dlí craolacháin mai-
dir lena dhualgas i leith na Gaeilge agus 99.3% dá sceideal teilifíse i mBéarla amháin; agus an 
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ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [28305/20]

06/10/2020WRS04500Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Leagtar amach in Alt 114 d’Acht 2009 príomhchuspóirí agus cumhachtaí gaol-
mhara RTÉ, agus sainítear gur  
- cheart go dtabharfadh na cláir léargas ar ilchineálacht chultúir oileán uile na hÉireann agus aird ar leith a thabhairt ar na hairíonna a shainíonn an cultúr sin agus an Ghaeilge go háirithe; ,
- go ndéanfar le clársceidil réimse cuimsitheach clár Gaeilge agus Béarla a chur ar fáil a fhreagróidh d’éagsúlacht chultúir agus lena bhfreastalaítear ar ionchais an phobail i gcoitinne mar aon le hionchais daoine den phobal a bhfuil spéiseanna speisialta nó spéiseanna mionlaigh acu; agus, 
- Ba chóir cláracha nuachta agus cláracha cúrsaí reatha i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla a bheith san áireamh i soláthar cláracha RTÉ 

  Tá RTÉ freagrach don Oireachtas agus faoi réir maoirseachta ag rialálaí neamhspleách, 
Údarás Craolacháin na hÉireann (BAI).  I gcomhréir le hAlt 102 den Acht, foilsíonn RTÉ 
Ráitis Bhliantúla faoi Gheallúintí Feidhmíochta le spriocanna a bhaineann le réimse seirbhísí, 
an Ghaeilge san áireamh. Déanann an BAI a fheidhmíocht a athbhreithniú i gcomhthéacs na 
spriocanna sin gach bliain agus tuairiscíonn domsa maidir le haon difríochtaí a thagann chun 
cinn ina bhfeidhmíocht le hais a ngeallúintí agus thuarascáil an BAI agus cuirtear mo fhreagra 
faoi bhráid Thithe an Oireachtais.  Ba chóir dom a lua go bhfuil RTÉ, i gcomhréir le hAlt 98 
den Acht Craolacháin, 2009 neamhspleách maidir lena chuid cuspóirí a bhaint amach agus nach 
bhfuil aon ról agamsa ina chuid oibríochtaí laethúla ná ina chuid cinntí cláracha. Dá bhrí sin, 
ní bheadh sé ceart agamsa tuairim a thabhairt ar ábhar sceideal na gcláracha. Tá súil agam ath-
bhreithniú bliantúil an BAI a fháil ar gheallúintí feidhmíochta 2019 RTÉ sna seachtainí amach 
romhainn agus tabharfaidh mé aird ach go háirithe ar a chuid tuairimí maidir le geallúintí RTÉ 
i leith na Gaeilge. 

An méid sin ráite, tuigtear dom gur léiríodh in imscrúdú a rinne an Coimisinéir Teanga i 
2018 nach raibh RTÉ ag craoladh réimse cuimsitheach clár i nGaeilge ar chainéil teilifíse an 
stáisiúin mar atá éilithe san Acht Craolacháin.  Iarraidh ar RTÉ plean feidhmithe  a ullmhú 
chun réimse cuimsitheach clár teilifíse i nGaeilge agus cláir theilifíse cúrsaí reatha i nGaeilge a 
chur ar fáil. Tuigtear dom go bhfuil ardú suntasach á bheartú ag RTÉ ar líon uaireanta na gclár 
Gaeilge ó 123 sa bhliain 2017 go dtí íosmhéid 533 sa bhliain 2020.

06/10/2020WRT00200Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRT00300313. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and 
the Gaeltacht the advice and position of sporting clubs and organisations in County Dublin to 
travel outside of the county to participate and play sport while the county is in phase three of 
Living with Covid-19 National Framework; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28385/20]

06/10/2020WRT00400Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Under Level 3 of the Government’s Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan 
for Living with Covid-19, no matches or sports events are permitted other than those which are 
specifically exempted under the Recovery and Resilience Plan. The exemption applies country-
wide to elite and professional sport, inter-county GAA, ladies football or camogie matches and 
any national senior club championships that are already underway. Senior in this context is to be 
understood as meaning adult. Where these exempted events are taking place in a county operat-
ing at Level 3, they must be held behind closed doors with no spectators permitted. The sporting 
bodies have also been encouraged to postpone or reschedule events and fixtures impacted by a 
county or region moving beyond Level 2, where possible.

Domestic travel guidance in the Recovery and Resilience Plan states that for Level 3 coun-
ties, people should stay in the county apart from work, education and other essential purposes, 
if appropriate. Travelling outside a Level 3 county to participate in or spectate at matches or 
sports events is generally not permitted. However, for those individuals and teams who are in 
an exempted category, it is permitted to travel to participate in a match or sport event. Persons 
who travel for this purpose are strongly encouraged to avoid all social contacts and to minimise 
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their personal contacts outside the field of play. 

As the statutory body with responsibility for the development of sport, Sport Ireland has is-
sued guidance to the sport sector on the practical implications for sport of the various Covid-19 
restrictions that have been introduced to date. The guidance issued by Sport Ireland is informed 
by and aligned with public health guidance developed by the Department of Health and the 
Health Service Executive.

06/10/2020WRT00500Sports Capital Programme

06/10/2020WRT00600314. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht when the sports capital grant scheme funding rounds will be opened in 2020 
and 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28571/20]

06/10/2020WRT00700Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal 
sports equipment throughout the country. The Programme for Government commits to continu-
ing the SCP and to prioritise the investment in disadvantaged areas.

The most recent (2018) round of the SCP attracted a record 2,337 applications. Allocations 
were announced in January, May and November of last year with a total of over €56 million 
awarded to 1,648 different projects. All unsuccessful applicants were given the opportunity to 
appeal the Department’s decision. In relation to the capital grants announced in November, a 
total of 122 appeals were submitted by the December deadline.  The review of these appeals 
was completed in April with 6 new allocations approved. 

The priority to date this year has been to advance all projects previously allocated funding to 
ensure the facilities are available for use and that the relevant grants are drawn down. In this re-
gard, over €20m has been paid out to over 800 different sports clubs and groups so far this year.  

With regard to future rounds of the programme, a full Review of the 2018 round of the SCP 
has now been completed and the terms and conditions of the next round of the programme will 
be based on the recommendations in the Review. Work on these terms and conditions is now 
being finalised and an announcement in relation to the timing of the next round will be made 
after that is completed.

06/10/2020WRT00800Departmental Data

06/10/2020WRT00900315. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the cost to her Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-
transposition of EU directives into Irish law; the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost 
and the daily cost of each fine; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28615/20]

06/10/2020WRT01000Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I am advised that my Department is not subject to any EU fines for non-transpo-
sition of EU directives into Irish law and has not incurred any costs in this regard during 2019 
or to date in 2020.

06/10/2020WRT01100Departmental Expenditure
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06/10/2020WRT01200316. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the level of additional expenditure in 2021, in comparison to 2020, 
disaggregated by precommitted expenditure, such as demographics, PSSA and so on, Covid-19 
related expenditure and Brexit-related expenditure; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28740/20]

06/10/2020WRT01300Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cathe-
rine Martin): The overall spending allocations for my Department for 2021 will be announced 
as part of Budget Estimates 2021, which are due to be published on Tuesday, 13 October.  As 
budgetary negotiations are ongoing I am not in a position to comment in any detail on the ex-
penditure that may be included in my Department’s 2021 budget allocation.

06/10/2020WRT01400Sports Capital Programme

06/10/2020WRT01500317. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport 
and the Gaeltacht if a capital sports grant appeal by a club (details supplied) will be examined. 
[28837/20]

06/10/2020WRT01600Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal 
sports equipment throughout the country.  The Programme for Government commits to continu-
ing the SCP and to prioritise the investment in disadvantaged areas.

The organisation referred to by the Deputy submitted an application under the 2018 round 
of the SCP.  Due to the high level of demand, the bottom scoring 25% of applications in each 
county were not considered for funding and unfortunately the application from the club in ques-
tion was not recommended for a grant.  The club was informed of the detail of their assessment 
score and invited to appeal if it was felt that my Department had made a mistake in the assess-
ment.  The organisation submitted an appeal which was considered by officials not involved in 
the original assessment.  No changes were recommended on foot of the appeal and the club was 
informed of this in April 2020.

The appeal’s process has now closed for the 2018 SCP and no further appeals are being 
accepted.  It is expected that a new round of the SCP will be open for applications in the near 
future and it will be open for the club in question to again apply for funding.  In this regard, all 
registered organisations will be contacted directly informing them of the dates when applica-
tions will be accepted.

06/10/2020WRT01700Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRT01800318. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht if she has engaged a third-party company in each of the years 2017 
to 2019 and to date in 2020 to conduct online and or social media monitoring and or provide 
reports on social media coverage of her Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of 
the social media platforms being monitored will be provided. [28922/20]

06/10/2020WRT01900Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): I have been informed by officials in my Department that no third-party com-
pany has been engaged in social media monitoring and, therefore, no expenditure was incurred 
in relation to social media monitoring in each of the years 2017 to date in 2020.   As outlined 
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in a previous reply to Question No. 1113  if 16 June 2020, such work  is carried out inhouse by 
the communications team in the Department, albeit to keep abreast of the level of engagement/
reach on the Department’s own posts on its own social media platforms. 

In relation to monitoring of online media, as outlined in a previous reply to Question No. 88 
of 30 September from the Deputy, media monitoring of coverage relating to my Department is 
carried out on national and regional print and online publications as well as broadcast channels 
in the Republic of Ireland.  This service was provided by Kantar Media from 2017 until Febru-
ary 2020, when the service transferred to LFMI Media/Rue Point Media.  Newspaper Licensing 
Ireland (UK service) provides access to UK based publications. 

The information sought by the Deputy in relation to expenditure on media monitoring of the 
years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 from my Department’s administrative budget is set out 
below, the figures include monitoring of national, regional print publications as well as online 
publications.

Year €
2017 12,093
2018 11,159
2019 13,860
2020   5,263   
Total 42,375

Cost is a primary consideration in all decisions related to expenditure on media monitoring.

06/10/2020WRT02000Departmental Data

06/10/2020WRT02100319. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Sport and the Gaeltacht the number of staff in her Department on sick leave between March and 
September by month in 2019 and to date 2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick 
leave for an extended period of time; the number of sick days accounted for by her Department 
over the period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28940/20]

06/10/2020WRT02200Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht (Deputy Cath-
erine Martin): Data supplied to my Department on the Human Resources reporting system is 
still aligned to the former Department of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  The information 
is supplied for that Department over the periods in question.  It is expected that the Human 
Resources reporting system for the new Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media will be available later this month once all transferring staff have been reassigned on 
the National Shared Service Office reporting systems.

The information requested by the Deputy is set out hereunder in tabular format.  The data is 
aggregated and there were varying lengths of absence depending on individual circumstances.

MONTH   YEAR   No of Staff on Sick Leave   No. of Sick Leave Days   

March 2019 75 800

2020 60 678

April 2019 71 664

2020 25 492

May 2019 80 777

2020 25 412

June 2019 73 737

2020 27 442
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MONTH   YEAR   No of Staff on Sick Leave   No. of Sick Leave Days   

July 2019 77 788

2020 34 492

August 2019 74 812

2020 27 342

September 2019 91 786

2020 26 358

The administrative arrangements for paid sick leave for civil servants are set out in the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circular 05/2018: Arrangements for Paid Sick 
Leave, which is available on the DPER website www.circulars.gov.ie.

06/10/2020WRT02300Wildlife Protection

06/10/2020WRT02400320. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the an Aire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreach-
ta the proposal in respect of the seal culling scheme that was recently announced; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28315/20]

06/10/2020WRT02500322. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if a proposal to initiate a cull of seals has been considered by his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28743/20]

06/10/2020WRT02600329. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the reason for allowing the method of culling seals with high velocity rifles; if all other 
non-lethal options were considered in relation to the management of seal rookeries; and if a 
full biodiversity and environmental impact assessment was conducted in relation to the conse-
quences of issuing licences. [28198/20]

06/10/2020WRT02700330. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his views on the serious environmental and animal welfare concerns raised in relation to 
the planned pilot seal culling programme by which wild seals will by shot in the sea from boats; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28200/20]

06/10/2020WRT02800361. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he plans to issue licences for seal culls in the near future; if so, the reasons for same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28744/20]

06/10/2020WRT02900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 320, 322, 329, 330 and 361 together.

Neither I nor my Department has any plans to undertake a cull of seals, nor would I agree 
to it.

Both species of seal in Irish waters - the Harbour or Common Seal and the more numerous 
Grey Seal - are protected under the EU Habitats Directive.  Ireland is obliged to maintain their 
populations at  favourable conservation status.  We are also required to monitor these species 
and report to the European Commission on their conservation status.  A standardised monitor-
ing programme has been in place for both since 2009.  The most recent report on their conser-
vation status was submitted to the European Commission in April 2019 and is available on the 
NPWS website (https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NPWS_2019_Vol3_
Species_Article17.pdf  ). Both species are assessed as being at favourable conservation status.

Section 42 of the Wildlife Act, 1976 (as amended) provides, inter alia, that where protected 
wild animals or birds are causing serious damage, persons affected may on application to the 
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Minister seek a permission to take appropriate steps to mitigate the damage.  A very small num-
ber of such applications in a given year will concern seal damage. 

Applications are investigated by local staff to determine if serious damage is being caused 
and if so the most practical method of controlling the problem.  Consideration of the license 
applications made under Section 42 includes reference to any conservation issues facing the 
protected species in question.  Applications under this section normally involve very small 
numbers of animals and an environmental impact assessment is not required to issue licenses. 

My colleague, the Minister of State, Deputy Malcolm Noonan, will be writing to the De-
partment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and Bord Iascaigh Mhara to arrange a meeting to 
discuss seal conservation and problems for fishermen from seal damage on fishing nets.

Furthermore, I understand that the Irish Seal Group has been re-established and is to meet 
online in mid-October.  The group includes the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my De-
partment, the Irish Seal Sanctuary, the Irish South & West Fish Producer’s Organisation, the 
National Inshore Fisheries Forum, BIM and marine mammal researchers from UCC.  It will be 
chaired by the Marine Institute.

The group’s main focus will be to agree, where possible, joint research and other recom-
mendations to progress and address the seal-fisheries conflict issues.

06/10/2020WRT03000Planning Issues

06/10/2020WRT03100321. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the outcome of the review by his Department of the decision of the European Court of 
Justice known as the Flemish decree; if the ruling of the ECJ will be reflected in the plans of his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28496/20]

06/10/2020WRT03200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Rural Housing 2005, planning 
authorities are required to frame the planning policies in their development plans in a balanced 
and measured way that ensures the housing needs of rural communities are met, while avoiding 
excessive urban-generated housing.

The National Planning Framework (the NPF) provides an important strategic basis for inter-
preting the 2005 Guidelines.  National Policy Objective (NPO) 15 of the NPF fully supports the 
concept of the sustainable development of rural areas by encouraging growth and arresting de-
cline in areas that have experienced low population growth or decline in recent decades, while 
simultaneously indicating the need to manage certain areas around cities and towns.

The 2005 Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines are framed in the context of the National 
Spatial Strategy (NSS) 2002.  Given the superseding of the NSS by the National Planning 
Framework (NPF) in 2018, together with the long-standing need to address the implications of 
the 2013 European Court of Justice ruling in the “Flemish Decree” case, the Sustainable Rural 
Housing Guidelines require updating, in a broader rural development and settlement context.  
My Department has commenced scoping this work and I expect a draft by the end of this year. 

In the interim, the NPF objectives together with the 2005 Guidelines, enable planning au-
thorities to continue to draft and adopt county development plan policies for one-off housing in 
rural areas.

  Question No. 322 answered with Question No. 320.
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06/10/2020WRT03400River Basin Management Plans

06/10/2020WRT03500323. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of farmers that participated in the Shannon Callows farm plan scheme; the cost 
of the scheme in each year in which it operated; if consideration is being given to re-establish 
the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28079/20]

06/10/2020WRT03600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department recognises the positive role that farming can play in managing and restoring 
biodiversity.  The National Parks and Wildlife Service Farm Plan Scheme operates nationally, 
targeting various habitats and species by working proactively with farmers. 

While there is no specific ‘Shannon Callows Farm Plan Scheme’, a number of farmers in the 
Shannon Callows have participated in the wider NPWS Farm Plan Scheme, with the objective 
of managing proactively for species-rich meadows, Corncrake and breeding waders. 

The number of farmers that participated in the NPWS Farm Plan Scheme in the Shannon 
Callows each year since 2007, and the total annual payment made to those NPWS Farm Plan 
Scheme participants, is detailed in following tabular format. 

Year Number of Plans in Shannon Callows Payment (€)

2007 86 89,521

2008 120 290,013

2009 129 393,339

2010 131 405,168

2011 131 442,689

2012 131 442,689

2013 46 192,196

2014 19 74,937

2015 9 34,736

2016 2 17,350

2017 3 20,592

2018 3 21,416

2019 3 18,159

2020 3* 16,226

*12   plans in development

Although the budget available for the NPWS Farm Plan Scheme was restricted in 2010, 
all existing farm plan contracts at that time were honoured. There are currently 12 new NPWS 
Farm Plans being designed for farmers in the Shannon Callows.  

Subject to the availability of exchequer funding, it is anticipated that the NPWS Farm Plan 
Scheme would be expanded in the coming years.

06/10/2020WRT03700Land Issues

06/10/2020WRT03800324. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if the historical 25” ordinance survey map for folio No. WD1515 is conclusive proof of 
the boundary of this folio number; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28101/20]

06/10/2020WRT03900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
am advised that with regard to the description of registered land on the current Property Regis-
tration Authority map and also for all registrations mapped on historical 25” Ordnance Survey 
maps predating the digitisation of the map record, Section 85 of the Registration of Title Act 
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1964, as amended by Section 62 of the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, provides as 
follows:

“Except as provided by this Act, neither the description of land in a register nor its identifi-
cation by reference to a registry map is conclusive as to its boundaries or extent.”

06/10/2020WRT04000Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

06/10/2020WRT04100325. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of Dublin City Council’s application under Call 2 of the Urban Regenera-
tion and Development Fund for works in the Clongriffin, Belmayne area, including a feasibility 
study for a greenway along the River Mayne corridor; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28110/20]

06/10/2020WRT04200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under Call 2 of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund  (URDF), seventy six propos-
als were received, with every local authority submitting at least one application for URDF sup-
port. Dublin City Council submitted four applications, including the proposal for Clongriffin/
Belmayne.

Because of the nature of the URDF programme the proposals are very complex, and each 
will require detailed assessment. 

The assessment process is presently under way.  It is intended that a new tranche of ap-
proved proposals, which will augment the existing pipeline of projects from Call 1 and contrib-
ute to the achievement of Programme for Government commitments and the objectives of the 
National Planning Framework and Project Ireland 2040, will be announced later in the year.

06/10/2020WRT04300Emergency Accommodation

06/10/2020WRT04400326. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the estimated full year cost of providing emergency accommodation for homeless 
persons and families in 2019 and to date in 2020; and the estimated cost for 2021, including all 
supports paid to local authorities and subsidies to third-party providers.  [28116/20]

06/10/2020WRT04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the statutory role of housing authorities in 
addressing homelessness at local level.   

My Department does not fund any homeless service directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards these costs.  Under the funding arrangements, housing authorities must 
provide at least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources.  Housing authorities 
may also incur additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of these funding 
arrangements with my Department.  Therefore, the exact amounts spent by housing authorities 
on homeless services, as well as the types of accommodation are a matter for the individual 
housing authorities.

Exchequer funding for homeless services is provided through my Department to housing 
authorities on a regional basis.  The following table sets out the funding recouped to housing au-
thorities on a regional basis for 2019.  The Exchequer allocation for homeless services in 2020 
is €196m, which is €50 million or 34% higher than 2019. The budget for 2021 will be agreed in 
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the context of the Estimates process.

Region Exchequer funding provided in 2019
Dublin    €120.7m 
Mid-East    €  5.53m 
Midland    €  2.81m 
Mid-West    €  7.56m 
North-East    €  3.68m 
North-West    €  0.67m 
South-East   €  4.55m 
South-West    € 12.05m 
West €   7.45m 

Financial reports from each of the regions, setting out expenditure on homeless services, in-
cluding emergency accommodation are published on my Department’s website at the following 
link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data.

06/10/2020WRT04600EU Directives

06/10/2020WRT04700327. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the details of fines issued to the State under Annex V of the European Habitats Directive regard-
ing the conservation of the Irish hare, lepus timidus hibernicus; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [28130/20]

06/10/2020WRT04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
No fines have been issued to the State in relation to conservation of the Irish hare or under the 
Habitats Directive, in that respect.

06/10/2020WRU00200Housing Data

06/10/2020WRU00300328. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of Rebuilding Ireland home loans approved in principle and drawn down in 
each local authority area in the first two quarters of 2020, in tabular form. [28160/20]

06/10/2020WRU00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes information on the overall number and value of (i) local authority 
loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means that an 
official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount).

My Department has issued data requests for the first two quarters of 2020 and figures for 
these quarters will be made available in due course.

Information on the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan for 2019, including the number and 
value of mortgage approvals and drawdowns, as well as average loan amounts, are available on 
my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/house-prices-loans-and-profile-borrowers/
local-authority-loan-activity

  Questions Nos. 329 and 330 answered with Question No. 320.



Questions - Written Answers

150

06/10/2020WRU00700Planning Issues

06/10/2020WRU00800331. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if consideration has been given to granting a ministerial order to extend planning time 
periods in counties at level three of the Plan for Living with Covid-19; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28201/20]

06/10/2020WRU00900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): In 
light of the temporary ‘stay at home’ measures introduced earlier this year in response to the 
Covid-19 emergency, the Government, on 29 March 2020, made an Order under section 251A 
of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (the 2000 Act) which resulted in the 
extension of time for a range of specified or appropriate periods and timelines in the Planning 
Acts and associated planning regulations until 20 April 2020. Further orders were signed on 16 
April 2020 and 9 May 2020, the last of which expired on 23 May 2020. The three Orders had 
the combined effect of extending the relevant planning periods and timelines by an aggregate 
of 56 days/8 weeks during the time period in which they had effect. Following the expiry of the 
final Order made under section 251A of the Act on 23 May 2020 the statutory time periods as 
set out in the 2000 Act and associated planning and building control legislation resumed.  

Further measures were introduced on 22 May 2020 by way of the Planning and Develop-
ment (Section 38) Regulations 2020, which instructed planning authorities to upload all plan-
ning application documents onto their internet websites within 5 working days of receipt, sub-
ject to exceptional circumstances.  This new statutory requirement facilitates greater use of 
online access to planning applications by members of the public, maintaining the integrity of 
the planning system in the context of the current Covid-19 pandemic.

On 15 September 2020, the Government published its latest response to managing Covid-19 
- Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for living with Covid-19. At present, I do not en-
visage that any further actions will be required for the planning system in the context of this 
framework at this time, however I will continue to keep this matter under review.

06/10/2020WRU00950National Parks and Wildlife Service

06/10/2020WRU00975332. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of the investigation into the death of 23 buzzards in County Cork; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [28216/20]

06/10/2020WRU00987Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Officials of the National Parks and Wildlife Service of my Department are actively continuing 
with their criminal investigations into this concerning and very serious incident. There are no 
further updates since the matter was last raised in the House.

06/10/2020WRU01000National Parks and Wildlife Service

06/10/2020WRU01100333. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of illegal burns that have occurred to date in 2020 on land owned by the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28217/20]

06/10/2020WRU01200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
To date in 2020, two of the six National Parks were affected by significant illegal fires. These 
were Killarney National Park and Wicklow Mountains National Park. Significant environmen-
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tal damage is caused by wildfires and the setting of such fires is particularly irresponsible during 
2020 as it creates an unnecessary draw on our emergency services.

While the primary responsibility in terms of fire fighting lies with the Fire Service National 
Parks and Wildlife officials staff remain on high alert when conditions exist that might result in 
fires in the National Parks.  There have been 9 significant fires in total; 1 within Killarney Na-
tional Park (on the 29th of March), and 8 in Wicklow Mountains National Park. There were also 
4 small illegal fires in Wild Nephin National Park during April and May which were brought 
under control by local NPWS staff without the need to involve the fire service. In addition, there 
have been a number of smaller fires in our sites and also outside the boundaries of our properties 
where NPWS staff have assisted the emergency services.

06/10/2020WRU01300Local Authority Housing

06/10/2020WRU01400334. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
his plans to increase the maximum net income limits in the Social Housing Assessment Regula-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28258/20]

06/10/2020WRU01500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for 
social housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Univer-
sal Social Charge and Pension-Related Deductions within the meaning of Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009. The Policy provides for a range of income disregards, 
and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that is temporary, short-
term or once-off in nature.  The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income 
threshold for a single-person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult 
household member, subject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10%; and 2.5% for 
each child, subject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10%.  The income bands 
and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment of the income needed 
to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of the local rental cost of 
housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that the limits introduced at 
that time also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to the new system coming 
into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social housing tenants are drawn, both 
promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of future-proofing.  Given the 
cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to direct resources 
to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility requirements 
generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying those households 
facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from their own resources.  
However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibility 
for social housing supports in each local authority area is under way. The review will also have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordability and cost rental and 
will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives have been considered.
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06/10/2020WRU01600Local Authority Housing

06/10/2020WRU01700335. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if he plans to allow all local authority RAS tenants to have access to the social housing list; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28259/20]

06/10/2020WRU01800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 gives legislative recognition to rental ac-
commodation availability agreements, which underpin the Rental Accommodation Scheme 
(RAS), as a form of social housing support. Consequently, since 1 April 2011, RAS tenants 
are now considered to be in receipt of social housing support and should not generally remain 
on main housing waiting lists for new applicants for social housing.  Recognising that tenants 
housed through RAS prior to this change might have had reasonable expectations in regard 
to retaining access to traditional local authority rented accommodation, guidance issued from 
the Housing Agency in 2011 recommended that there should be a special transfer pathway for 
pre-2011 RAS tenants to other forms of social housing support. The arrangement effectively al-
lowed these households to be designated as a ‘transfer’ applicant and to maintain their position 
for allocation as they had on the main waiting list.  All tenants allocated RAS accommodation 
post 1 April 2011 (and thus under the provisions of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009) were informed at the time of offer and allocation that because RAS is now a social hous-
ing support, their housing need is met and that they will no longer remain on the main social 
housing waiting list.  However, it is recommended that allocation schemes also provide a ‘trans-
fer pathway’ for new RAS tenants, whereby households in RAS have access to the transfer list 
in the same way as tenants in local authority accommodation.

Where a vacant property arises, it is a matter for individual housing authorities, in accor-
dance with their allocation schemes, to determine whether the allocation is made to a household 
on the main waiting list, or to a transfer applicant, such as a household from RAS, and the meth-
od of such allocation. It is open to housing authorities to specify in their allocation schemes the 
proportion of allocations which will be reserved for transfers, and within this, how many may 
be reserved for households seeking transfers to other forms of social housing support.

06/10/2020WRU01900Rent Pressure Zones

06/10/2020WRU02000336. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage if it is possible within current legislation to resolve issues in which local electoral 
areas are partially within rent pressure zones, and partially without, due to redraws of boundar-
ies. [28286/20]

06/10/2020WRU02100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Section 24A(6) of the Residential Tenancies Acts provides that ‘Where a local electoral area is 
prescribed by order as an RPZ and, subsequently, any local electoral areas are duly amended 
in a manner that affects the area of the local electoral area so prescribed, then the order shall 
continue to have effect as if the local electoral area concerned had not been so amended.’ 

Therefore, under Section 24A(6), areas already designated as RPZs will remain designated 
and areas that are not designated will retain their current undesignated status and as such will 
not become a RPZ by virtue of the change to the boundary. 

The criteria to be satisfied by an area under section 24A(4) of the Residential Tenancies Act 
for designation as an RPZ are as follows: 
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a) the information relating to the area, as determined by reference to the information used 
to compile each RTB Rent Index quarterly report, shows that the annual rate of increase in the 
average amount of rent for that area is more than 7% in each of at least 4 of the 6 quarters pre-
ceding the period immediately prior to the date of the Housing Agency’s proposal, and  

b) the average rent for the area in the last quarter, as determined by reference to the informa-
tion used to compile each RTB Rent Index quarterly report, is –  

* in the case of counties Kildare, Meath and Wicklow or an LEA in any one of those coun-
ties, above the average rent in the State, excluding rents in the 4 Dublin Local Authority areas, 
or   

* in the case of any LEA outside of the Greater Dublin Area (i.e. Dublin, Kildare, Meath 
and Wicklow), above the average rent in the State, excluding rents in the Greater Dublin Area. 

Each RTB quarterly Rent Index Report includes a summary in Table 9 of the data used to 
establish whether each Local Electoral Area fulfils the criteria for designation as a Rent Pres-
sure Zone. This ensures transparency in relation to the position of individual areas in terms of 
average rent levels and increases. 

Should  any LEA which has previously been designated a RPZ but which has areas con-
tained within that LEA that are not designated due to recent boundary changes,  meet the criteria 
above, the mechanism to address this issue will be triggered and the LEA can be recommended 
for designation in its entirety.

Further information on Rent Pressure Zones and designations is available on my Depart-
ment’s website at https://www.housing.gov.ie/PUBLICATIONS, by searching ‘rent pressure 
zones - information’. 

Under the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 the expiry date of all deemed and 
designated RPZs is extended to 31 December 2021.  

The Housing Agency continues to monitor the rental market and may recommend further 
areas for designation as Rent Pressure Zones in accordance with the Residential Tenancies Acts 
2004-2019.

06/10/2020WRU02200Local Authority Housing

06/10/2020WRU02300337. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the future progress of fabric replacement schemes; and the way in which it can be 
expanded within Cork city to take in greater numbers of houses and flats. [28287/20]

06/10/2020WRU02400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has operated an Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme for local authority 
social housing since 2013. The programme improves the insulation standards and overall ener-
gy performance of local authority housing stock, which can benefit those at risk of fuel poverty 
and also improve the health and comfort of the occupants of local authority homes.  

The programme is open to all local authorities and has been implemented to date in two 
phases: Phase 1 is classed as a shallow retrofit and aims to ensure that the entire social housing 
stock has, as a minimum, cavity wall and attic insulation. Phase 2 focuses on the fabric upgrade 
works to those dwellings with solid/hollow block wall construction and includes the provision 
of heating upgrades and replacement windows and doors; this is deemed to be a more deeper 
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retrofit.  In transitioning to the deeper retrofit implementation, my Department has requested 
local authorities to achieve a ‘B2’ or equivalent building energy rating for their housing stock. 

To date over 72,000 social homes have been upgraded under the programme with funding 
support of some €151 million.  In Cork City it has supported the upgrade of some 7,000 homes 
with funding of over €20.2m.  This includes funding of €6.157m provided for the deep retrofit 
of 129 apartments across 15 different blocks.  Further to this I also recently issued funding ap-
proval of €3.54m to support Cork City Council in their upgrading of a further 81 apartments.

As set out in the Programme for Government, a national retrofitting plan is due to be rolled 
out in 2021 led by my colleague, the Minister for Communications, Climate Action & Environ-
ment.  The targets set within the Climate Action Plan will see 500,000 homes nationally, retro-
fitted by end 2030, including private and social homes.

06/10/2020WRU02500Gaeltacht Policy

06/10/2020WRU02600338. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the criteria which apply regarding the sale and allocation of new houses and housing 
developments in Gaeltacht areas to ensure the Irish language is maintained and protected in 
these areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28360/20]

06/10/2020WRU02700339. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if it is compulsory in all Gaeltacht areas that a language impact assessment accompany 
planning applications for new housing developments; the way in which such an impact assess-
ment should be prepared; the legislation, regulations and guidelines which informs same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28361/20]

06/10/2020WRU02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 338 and 339 together.

Under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 as amended, a plan-
ning authority must notify the Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (currently 
the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts , Gaeltacht, Sports and Media) and Údarás na Gael-
tachta, to invite their views in relation to planning applications for developments which, in the 
opinion of the authority might materially affect the linguistic and cultural heritage of the Gael-
tacht, including the promotion of Irish as the community language. 

Compliance with these regulations is a matter for the relevant local authorities.  The deci-
sion to grant or refuse permission in such cases, and to assign conditions in the case of such 
planning applications where permission is granted, is ultimately a matter for the relevant plan-
ning authority. 

The ongoing implementation of the language planning process has a statutory footing under 
the Gaeltacht Act 2012.  As set out in the National Planning Framework (NPF), published in 
2018, the language planning process, as prescribed in the Gaeltacht Act 2012, represents the 
primary driver in support of the commitment to the achievement of the objectives set out in the 
20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010 to 2030. Objective 29 of the NPF makes provision 
for supporting the implementation of language plans in Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas, 
Gaeltacht Service Towns and Irish Language Networks.

In addition, the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, (the Act) sets out manda-
tory objectives for local authorities, which must be addressed in the drafting of their statutory 
County Development Plan which governs local development policies. Section 10(2) of the Act 
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includes a requirement that, where there is a Gaeltacht area within the planning authority’s ter-
ritory, the development plan must include provisions and objectives for “the protection of the 
linguistic and cultural heritage of the Gaeltacht including the promotion of Irish as the com-
munity language”. 

To provide further guidance in preparing appropriate policies, my Department produced 
‘Development Plans, Guidelines for Planning Authorities’, to address this mandatory objective 
of the Act. These guidelines refer to linguistic and cultural heritage and the needs of the com-
munity in land-use terms for housing, community facilities, employment, tourism and design, 
including advertising and signage. For example, the Galway County Development Plan 2015-
2021 incorporated a subsequent Variation to include a specific Gaeltacht Area Plan. Individual 
development plans may also oblige applicants for planning permission to submit certain par-
ticulars or information to accompany proposed development in Gaeltacht areas, such as assess-
ments of the linguistic impact of the development that is proposed, in order for the proposal to 
be properly assessed against relevant policies of the development plan. 

Since April 2019, the assessment of all local authority development plans and local area 
plans is undertaken by the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR). The oversight role of the 
OPR includes ensuring consistency with relevant national or regional policies and addressing 
all relevant mandatory objectives for County Development Plans, including the provision of 
Gaeltacht-specific objectives, where required.

06/10/2020WRU03000EU Directives

06/10/2020WRU03100340. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the cost to his Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of 
EU directives into Irish law; the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily 
cost of each fine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26679/20]

06/10/2020WRU03200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Fines have arisen in relation to two cases that involved transposition issues and the details of 
these cases are set out in the following table:

Year Case Ref. Directive Details of Fine Amount Payment Details 

2013 C-374/11 Council Directive 
75/442/EEC of 
15 July 1975, as 
amended 

€2 million lump sum fine plus €12,000 /day 
pending full compliance imposed in relation to 
transposition and implementation of the Directive 
relating to the disposal of domestic waste water 
through septic tanks and other individual waste 
water treatment systems. 

€2,000,000

€648,000

Lump sum fine 
paid by DECLG in 
March 2013
Daily fines paid by 
DECLG in April 
2013

2013 C-279/11 Council Directive 
85/337/EEC, as 
amended 

€1.5 million lump sum fine imposed in relation to 
transposition of the Directive relating to Environ-
ment Impact Assessments. 

€1,500,000 Lump sum fine 
paid by DECLG in 
March 2013 

Fines have also arisen more recently in relation to one other case, reference C-261/18.   This 
case is not related to transposition but rather to the implementation of the EIA Directive in 
the context of the Derrybrien wind farm.  A lump sum fine of €5 million was paid in January 
2020.  Daily fines of €15,000 from the date of judgment (12/11/2019) were also imposed but 
a notification letter for payment has yet to be received from the Commission.  The judgment 
will be complied with when the facility is subjected to a retrospective EIA, otherwise known as 
substitute consent.  The substitute consent process is underway.

06/10/2020WRU03300Local Government Fund
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06/10/2020WRU03400341. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status as of 29 September 2020 regarding a local government funding baseline 
review which sought to inform the distribution of such funding that could become available for 
general operational purposes; and if he was consulted regarding the deferral of the valuation 
date for local property tax from November 2020 until November 2021. [28372/20]

06/10/2020WRU03500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In 2018, the then Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform initiated an Inter-
Departmental review of Local Property Tax (LPT). The purpose of the review was to inform the 
Minister in relation to any actions he may recommend to Government concerning the overall 
yield from LPT and its contribution to total tax revenue. 

As the LPT review did not primarily concern itself with the allocation mechanism to indi-
vidual authorities, it was important that a framework be established regarding the allocation of 
any additional funding that might be available to the local government sector as a consequence 
of any changes to LPT. Therefore, in May 2018, the then Minister for Housing, Planning and 
Local Government separately initiated a Local Government Funding (Baseline) Review to help 
inform the distribution of any such funding that may become available for general operational 
purposes. These options can be further considered as and when changes to LPT are advanced 
by Government. In this regard, I will consider the available options in parallel with implemen-
tation of the commitment in the Programme for Government that those local authorities with a 
lower LPT base are adjusted via an annual national equalisation fund paid from the Exchequer.

It should be noted that the Minister for Finance has recently decided to defer the next valu-
ation date for  (LPT) liabilities from 1 November 2020 to 1 November 2021. This decision is a 
matter for the Minister for Finance and is primarily a consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
meaning there was no formal consultation with my Department, nor was a formal consultation 
necessary.

06/10/2020WRU03600Housing Provision

06/10/2020WRU03700342. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to roll out affordable housing in the midland’s region. [25963/20]

06/10/2020WRU03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing solutions 
are available to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for Government, 
“Our Shared Future”. The Programme commits to putting affordability at the heart of the hous-
ing system through the progression of State-backed affordable housing.  

In terms of affordable housing for purchase, the statutory basis for the delivery of affordable 
housing for purchase in the State is Part 5 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, 
which was commenced in June 2018.

Under my Department’s Serviced Sites Fund, €310 million has been allocated to provide 
infrastructure to support the delivery of more affordable new homes for purchase or rent in 
those areas where local authorities have identified an affordability challenge and the viability to 
deliver homes and below open market purchase prices.  Funding under the Serviced Sites Fund 
is available for new-build homes on local authority land.  With a maximum of €50,000 funding 
available per home, at least 6,200 more affordable homes, to buy or rent, can be facilitated.  To 
date, Serviced Sites funding of €127 million has been approved in principle in support of 35 
projects in 14 local authority areas, which will assist in the delivery of almost 3,200 affordable 
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homes.

In relation to the rental sector, the Programme for Government commits to improving se-
curity and affordability for renters. To achieve that, we are developing a Cost Rental model for 
delivery of housing that creates affordability for tenants and a sustainable model for construc-
tion and management of homes. Cost Rental is housing where the rents charged cover the cost 
of delivering, managing, and maintaining the homes only. Cost Rental is not intended to overlap 
with or replace traditional social housing for low-income households. 

Work to outline the consistent and sustainable delivery of Cost Rental at scale was initi-
ated through an inter-departmental multi-agency Cost Rental Working Group.  It is also be-
ing assisted by an external research project sponsored by the European Investment Bank on 
behalf of my Department. Furthermore, three initial Cost Rental projects are already being 
progressed, including 50 units at Enniskerry Road in Stepaside, that is currently under construc-
tion, while sites at Emmet Road, Inchicore (the former St Michael’s Estate) and Shanganagh 
Castle, Shankill, are at the design phase.  

In terms of affordable housing more generally, I will outline my detailed plans in the near 
future, taking account of progress to date under the SSF, experience from these Cost Rental 
pilots, a number of other measures, as well as the input of key delivery partners.

06/10/2020WRU03900Septic Tanks

06/10/2020WRU04000343. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the number of septic tank inspections and the number of prosecutions for same in County Wex-
ford since inspections started; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28391/20]

06/10/2020WRU04100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under the Water Services Acts 2007 (as amended) and 2012 (Domestic Waste Water Treatment 
Systems) Regulations 2012, the owner of a domestic waste water treatment system is respon-
sible for its maintenance and renewal and shall ensure that its parts and components are fit for 
purpose, operational where appropriate and kept in good order and repair so as to prevent a risk 
to human health or environment. 

Section 70K of the Water Services Act 2007 (as amended) requires the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) to prepare a national inspection plan with regard to the inspection and 
monitoring of domestic waste water treatment systems, and authorises the water authorities to 
implement the plan including arranging for inspections.  

The EPA publishes an annual report on inspections and enforcement, the latest report for 
2019 can be found on the EPA’s website at the link below which maybe helpful to the Deputy.

https://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/water/wastewater/dwwtsinspectionsandenforcement2019.
html

06/10/2020WRV00200Local Authority Schemes

06/10/2020WRV00300344. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the status of development plans agreed by local authorities nationally relevant to his 
Department and planning policy; his Department’s approach to these plans regarding the policy 
objectives and the desire of local councils to have their respective counties developed in a par-
ticular way and to guide planners and developers alike; his plans to bring forward a new policy 
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in this area or amend legislation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28402/20]

06/10/2020WRV00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The National Planning Framework (NPF) sits at the top of a hierarchy of statutory spatial devel-
opment plans, the purpose of which is to ensure the sustainable development of urban and rural 
areas, secure balanced regional development and to support and co-ordinate proper planning 
and development throughout Ireland. This national-level planning policy is implemented at the 
regional level through statutory Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSES) for each of 
the three Regional Assembly areas.

Further to the NPF, a RSES was prepared by each of the three Regional Assemblies in 
Ireland, all of which were approved by January 2020.  In accordance with Section 12 of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, it is a statutory obligation of each local au-
thority to ensure that the County Development Plan is consistent with the national and regional 
development objectives of the NPF and the relevant RSES.

Since April 2019, the assessment of all statutory local authority development plans, includ-
ing variations to development plans and local area plans, is undertaken by the Office of the 
Planning Regulator (OPR).  The oversight role of the OPR includes ensuring that local author-
ity plans are consistent with relevant national and regional policies.

Further to finalisation of the RSESs earlier this year, the County Development Plan review 
process by local authorities is under way and will continue into 2021, overseen by the OPR.  
When this process is complete, it will be the first time that there is an integrated hierarchy of 
statutory spatial plans in Ireland.  This is critical to ensuring that development can be supported 
by the national public capital investment programme, to shape the future pattern and form of 
development in Ireland.

My Department is currently updating the Development Plan Guidelines for Planning Au-
thorities to assist them with the review of development plans and it is my aim to have draft 
Guidelines published for public consultation by the end of the year.

06/10/2020WRV00500Energy Efficiency

06/10/2020WRV00600345. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a timeframe is in place for the completion of the retrofitting of social housing in view of 
the urgency of the matter. [25020/20]

06/10/2020WRV00700349. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage his plans for the refurbishment and retrofitting of all local authority housing; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [25177/20]

06/10/2020WRV00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 345 and 349 together.

The regular management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, is a matter for 
each relevant local authority, and it is open to each authority to address maintenance or im-
provements to their housing stock from within their own resources. However, my Department 
does support local authorities in improving their social housing stock through a range of pro-
grammes including energy retrofitting, regeneration and refurbishment works to vacant proper-
ties in order to return these to productive use as quickly as possible.

In all cases, the identification of properties for inclusion in any such programmes, is a matter 
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for the local authority.  

My Department has operated an Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme for local author-
ity social housing since 2013, which has seen over 72,000 social homes insulated to date with 
funding support of some €151 million. The programme improves the insulation standards and 
overall energy performance of local authority housing stock, which can benefit those at risk of 
fuel poverty and also improve the health and comfort of the occupants of local authority homes. 

For 2020, the Energy Efficiency Retrofitting programme for social housing has an allocated 
exchequer budget of €25 million, while a further €20 million is being made available for similar 
retrofitting of social homes in the midlands as part of the ‘Just Transition’ programme. 

The Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme for social housing is open to all local au-
thorities and has been implemented to date in two phases: Phase 1 is classed as a shallow retrofit 
and aims to ensure that the entire social housing stock has, as a minimum, cavity wall and attic 
insulation. Phase 2 focuses on the fabric upgrade works to those dwellings with solid/hollow 
block wall construction and includes the provision of heating upgrades and replacement win-
dows and doors; this is deemed to be a more deep retrofit.  In transitioning to the deep retrofit 
implementation, my Department has requested local authorities to achieve a ‘B2’ or equivalent 
building energy rating for their housing stock. 

In addition to the Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme, energy efficiency improve-
ments have also been incorporated into the approximately 11,000 vacant social housing homes 
that have been returned to productive use under the Voids Programme since 2014. 

As part of the ‘Just Transition’ proposals for the midlands region, Budget 2020 also made 
provision for €20 million to fund energy efficiency upgrades to local authority houses in the 
affected counties as a pilot programme. As well as retrofitting social housing stock in the mid-
lands, the programme also aims to create opportunities for retrofitting of private housing with 
support from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI).  

This Programme is being developed under a Retrofit Taskforce and has involved my Depart-
ment working closely with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment, the SEAI and the relevant local authorities.

As set out in the Programme for Government, a national retrofitting plan is due to be rolled 
out in 2021 led by my colleague, the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Envi-
ronment.  The midlands pilot along with other pilot schemes which are due to commence roll-
on in early 2021, will be used to test key elements of the national plan and my Department will 
work with the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment in this work.  
The targets set within the Climate Action Plan will see 500,000 homes nationally retrofitted by 
end 2030, including private and social homes.

06/10/2020WRV00900Residential Tenancies Board

06/10/2020WRV01000346. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of staff employed in the Residential Tenancies Board; a breakdown of 
the sections of the staff within the organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28436/20]

06/10/2020WRV01100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body un-
der the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2020, to operate a national tenancy registration system 
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and to facilitate the resolution of disputes between landlords and tenants.

The Clerk of the Dáil requested that arrangements be put in place to facilitate the provision 
of information by State Bodies to members of the Oireachtas.  Following the issue of Circular 
LG (P)05/16 on 20 September 2016 from my Department, the RTB set up a dedicated email 
address for this purpose. The RTB may be contacted at OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie to 
establish the extent to which it may hold the information sought.

06/10/2020WRV01200Water Quality

06/10/2020WRV01300347. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the progress being made on the reduction of lead, pesticides, aluminium, trihalometh-
anes and cryptosporidium in drinking water; if he has had any engagement with Irish Water 
regarding its commitment to removing all lead piping in the public water network by 2026; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28511/20]

06/10/2020WRV01400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels, including the delivery of 
water services capital infrastructure, while the local authorities remain responsible for private 
water supplies.

Under the Drinking Water Regulations 2014, as amended, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is the supervisory authority for water supplied by Irish Water. The EPA produces 
an annual Public Supply Drinking Water Report and Private Supply Drinking Water Report, 
which provides an overview of the quality of drinking water in public and private supplies. The 
reports are based on the assessment of monitoring results reported to the EPA by Irish Water and 
the Local Authorities, and on EPA and Local Authority enforcement activities. 

The EPA’s latest report ‘Drinking Water Quality in Public Supplies 2019’ published in July, 
shows that overall our water supplies are safe, with over 99% of water samples complying with 
safety limits. 

While the quality of our drinking water supplies remains very high, the EPA has also set out 
the risks and challenges that remain. Many of these issues are long-standing and without Irish 
Water acting to address these issues, we would be in a worse situation.

The report demonstrates the work done in 2019 in key areas such as the National Disinfec-
tion Programme, removing THMs (Trihalomethanes), and Cryptosporidium risk assessments, 
which are vital to ensuring clean, safe drinking water throughout the country. By the end of 
2019, Irish Water had assessed 811 of the 864 plants in the National Disinfection Programme 
and completed upgrades at 230 plants. Work is under way at a further 35 sites.

The report also shows Irish Water’s progress in relation to reducing the number of supplies 
on the Remedial Action List (RAL).  The EPA publishes on its website the RAL on a quarterly 
basis.  At the end of July 2020, 52 supplies remain on the RAL which collectively supply water 
to 1,151,288 consumers.

In relation to the issue of lead, in 2017 Irish Water estimated that lead pipework exists in 
approximately 180,000 residential properties in Ireland. While there are no lead water mains in 
Ireland, service connections within properties can contain traces of lead. The vast majority of 
lead pipes are contained within properties built up to and including the 1970s.



6 October 2020

161

Lead in drinking water is both the responsibility of water suppliers and property owners. 
Irish Water is responsible for lead pipework in the public water distribution network. This is 
known as public-side lead. Lead plumbing in buildings and within property boundaries is a mat-
ter for the property owner. This is known as private-side lead.

The Government published a National Strategy to Reduce Exposure to Lead in Drinking 
Water in June 2015. In response to the recommendations of this strategy, Irish Water prepared 
a detailed Lead in Drinking Water Mitigation Plan to identify measures to mitigate the risks to 
human health posed by the presence of lead in drinking water. The Plan proposes to remove all 
public lead service connection pipes over a ten year programme (i.e. by the end of 2026).

Irish Water have also put in place an interim water treatment programme to protect consum-
ers from lead exposure while this replacement programme is implemented. According to the 
recent EPA report, Drinking Water Quality in Public Supplies 2019, by the end of 2019 17% of 
all public side lead connections had been replaced.

The Lead Mitigation Advisory Group, which is chaired by officials from my Department, 
meets regularly to consider and make recommendations on the broader Irish Water Lead Miti-
gation Strategy and to consider appropriate guidelines and criteria for Irish Water’s decision-
making process for lead mitigation measures. The most recent of these meetings took place on 
23 September 2020.

The new Programme for Government sets out clear and ambitious commitments to ensure 
that Irish Water accelerates the resolution of schemes on the EPA’s Remedial Action List; that 
lead pipe is removed from water supplies, that the formation of trihalomethanes (THMs) is 
minimised, and that Irish Water integrates the Drinking Water Safety Plan approach in order to 
fully protect our water supplies and to direct investment to priority areas.

Given the legacy of underinvestment in water services infrastructure in Ireland, the scale of 
remedial work necessary in our water system will take a number years and investment cycles 
to fully resolve.  The Government has committed to ambitious funding of Irish Water’s capital 
investment plans for drinking water and wastewater infrastructure on a multi-annual basis.  The 
Government plans to deliver the €8.5 billion funding package committed to in Project Ireland 
2040.

06/10/2020WRV01500Archaeological Sites

06/10/2020WRV01600348. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will support the application for funding under the community monument fund 
for Togher Castle, Dunmanway, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28540/20]

06/10/2020WRV01700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Community Monuments Fund is a new initiative introduced as part of the July Jobs Stimu-
lus Package. It will invest significant new capital in our valuable archaeological heritage for 
the conservation, maintenance, protection and promotion of local monuments and historic sites. 

The Community Monuments Fund will:

- enable conservation works to be carried out on monuments which are deemed to be signifi-
cant and in need of urgent support;

- encourage access to monuments and improve their presentation;
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- build resilience in our monuments to enable them to withstand the effects of climate change.

I am delighted at the welcome and response there has been from local authorities to the new 
scheme. Working to tight deadlines, authorities from all around the country have submitted a 
wide range of highly meritorious projects to my Department for support from the €0.9m avail-
able for the Community Monuments Fund in 2020. I can confirm that Togher Castle in Dun-
manway is the subject of one of a number of applications from Cork County Council. 

My Department is currently assessing the applications received and, mindful of the need 
to get projects under way as quickly as possible, I expect the results to be conveyed to local 
authorities very shortly.

  Question No. 349 answered with Question No. 345.

06/10/2020WRV01900Urban Regeneration and Development Fund

06/10/2020WRV02000350. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when decisions will be made on applications made to the urban regeneration and develop-
ment fund 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28573/20]

06/10/2020WRV02100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): A 
second call for proposals under the URDF was launched earlier this year.  Seventy six proposals 
were received, with every local authority submitting at least one application for URDF support. 

Because of the nature of the URDF programme the proposals are very complex, and each 
will require detailed assessment. 

The assessment process is presently under way.  It is intended that a new tranche of ap-
proved proposals, which will augment the existing pipeline of projects from Call 1 and contrib-
ute to the achievement of Programme for Government commitments and the objectives of the 
National Planning Framework and Project Ireland 2040, will be announced later in the year.

06/10/2020WRV02200Pyrite Remediation Programme

06/10/2020WRV02300351. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the application process for persons to apply for the defective concrete blocks grant scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28585/20]

06/10/2020WRV02400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The detailed administration of the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme, including the as-
sessment, approval and payment of individual grants to applicants, is the responsibility of Done-
gal County Council and Mayo County Council. Details of the application process in each local 
authority area can be found at the following links: http://www.donegalcoco.ie/defectivecon-
creteblocks/ and https://www.mayo.ie/housing/defective-concrete-blocks-grant-scheme.

An overview of the application process for the scheme can also be found on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publica-
tions/files/overview_of_defective_concrete_blocks_scheme.pdf.

06/10/2020WRV02500Regeneration Projects
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06/10/2020WRV02600352. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when refurbishment of houses in the St. Mary’s regeneration area will be completed as 
part of the Limerick regeneration framework implementation plan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28599/20]

06/10/2020WRV02700353. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the community centre in the St. Mary’s regeneration area will be completed as 
part of the Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28600/20]

06/10/2020WRV02800354. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the refurbishment of houses in the Southill regeneration area will be completed 
as part of the Limerick regeneration framework implementation plan; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28601/20]

06/10/2020WRV02900355. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the refurbishment of houses in the Ballinacurra Weston regeneration area will be 
completed as part of the Limerick regeneration framework implementation plan; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28602/20]

06/10/2020WRV03000356. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when refurbishment of houses in the Moyross regeneration area will be completed as 
part of the Limerick regeneration framework implementation plan; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28603/20]

06/10/2020WRV03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 352 to 356, inclusive, together.

The detailed advancement of housing and other works under the Limerick Regeneration 
programme is a matter in the first instance for Limerick City and County Council. 

The Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan (LRFIP) published in 2013, 
heralded a move away from demolitions and towards a prioritisation of the refurbishment op-
tion along with the delivery of some targeted, high quality, new housing construction with a 
continued focus on community and economic supports.  This has resulted in the completion of 
several projects to date across the four Regeneration areas of Moyross, Southill, Ballinacurra 
Weston and St. Mary’s Park. The Council has also completed a large number of refurbishments 
in the “Regeneration” area, with further projects ongoing and works due to commence shortly.

The LRFIP runs until 2023 and it is envisaged that there will be projects ongoing until this 
date.

06/10/2020WRV03600Commercial Rates

06/10/2020WRV03700357. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if businesses that are accessing the commercial rates waiver can continue to do so if they 
are also on the vacant sites register. [28631/20]

06/10/2020WRV03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Local authorities have a statutory obligation to levy rates on any property used for commercial 
purposes.  An initial three-month waiver of rates for businesses forced to close business due to 
COVID-19, was announced in May.  In order to enhance the supports available for enterprise, 
and in recognition of the fact that not only were many ratepayers forced to close business due 
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to the public health requirements, but many that remained open suffered significant reductions 
in turnover, the waiver was extended from three to six months, running until 27 September 
2020.  The categories of eligible enterprise were also expanded somewhat. A 100% waiver was 
applied to all businesses with the exception of a small number of categories. The rationale for 
the exclusion of certain categories of ratepayers was that their operations were not as severely 
impacted by the pandemic, coupled with the need to direct resources appropriately. To support 
both the local government sector and the ratepayers impacted, €600m has been allocated by 
Government to fund the cost of the waiver, which took the form of a credit in lieu of rates.

Commercial rates legislation provides for the refund of rates paid on vacant commercial 
properties in certain circumstances.  The Local Government Act 1946 provides that where a 
property is unoccupied on the date of the making of the rate, the owner becomes liable for rates. 
However, the owner is entitled to a refund if the property is vacant for specified purposes, these 
being if the premises are unoccupied for the purpose of additions, alterations or repairs; where 
the owner is bona fide unable to obtain a suitable tenant at a reasonable rent; and where the 
premises are vacant pending redevelopment. The collection of rates and the determination of 
eligibility for a refund in this context are matters for each individual local authority.

A vacant property which has availed of, or is availing of a local authority vacancy refund in 
2020, was excluded from the six-month waiver of commercial rates.

Separate to rates legislation, the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015, provides for 
the vacant site levy.  The primary purpose of the levy is to act as an incentive for the bringing 
forward of vacant under-used sites for development for residential or regeneration purposes. 
The implementation of the vacant site levy provisions is a matter for each local authority.

Local Authorities can only apply the levy if the criteria set out in the Urban Regeneration 
and Housing Act 2015 are satisfied i.e. in the case of regeneration land

- the site, or the majority of the site, is vacant or idle, and

- the site being vacant or idle has adverse effects on existing amenities or reduces the ame-
nity provided by existing public infrastructure and facilities (within the meaning of section 48 
of the Act of 2000) in the area in which the site is situated or has adverse affects on the character 
of the area.

The condition where a vacant property is excluded from the six-month waiver relates to 
vacancy refund provisions under rates legislation rather than whether a property was subject to 
the vacant site levy and on a vacant sites register.

06/10/2020WRV03900Youth Homelessness Strategy

06/10/2020WRV04000358. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the measures he has taken to date and the proposed timeframe for the development and comple-
tion of a national youth homelessness strategy, as committed to in the programme for Govern-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28664/20]

06/10/2020WRV04100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Supporting individuals and families facing homelessness is a priority for my Department. The 
Programme for Government “Our Shared Future” commits to reducing and preventing home-
lessness and provides detail on how the Government will approach this challenge. 

Upon my appointment as Minister, I established a High Level Homelessness Taskforce, to 
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provide a forum for engagement with key organisations working to address homelessness. The 
Taskforce will input on the implementation of the commitments on homelessness in the Pro-
gramme for Government.  The membership of the taskforce consists of the Chief Executives of 
the Dublin Region Homeless Executive, Crosscare, Depaul, Focus Ireland, the Peter McVerry 
Trust, Dublin Simon Community and Threshold. Youth homelessness is one of the issues which 
is being discussed by the Task Force.  I will also be consulting with the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs on the development of this matter and will announce further details on the 
development of the strategy in due course.

06/10/2020WRW00200Electoral Commission

06/10/2020WRW00300359. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the measures he has taken to date and the proposed timeframe for the development and estab-
lishment of the electoral commission as committed to in the programme for Government; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28665/20]

06/10/2020WRW00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The establishment of an Electoral Commission is a key commitment in the Programme for 
Government - Our Shared Future, with the aim of a Commission being in place by the end of 
2021.  An Electoral Commission will bring together several electoral functions in an indepen-
dent, dedicated public body.

The Electoral Commission’s establishment is guided by a number of recent reports and pub-
lic consultation processes, including:

- the 2016 report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment, Culture and the Gael-
tacht on the Consultation on the Proposed Electoral Commission; and

- the Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) and public consultation concerning the establish-
ment of an Electoral Commission, which was completed my Department in 2019. 

My Department is currently preparing the General Scheme of a Bill which will give effect 
to the commitment to  establish an electoral commission and I intend to bring proposals to Gov-
ernment  shortly in this regard.

06/10/2020WRW00500Housing Estates

06/10/2020WRW00600360. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the reason Tipperary County Council has been refused funding under the multi-annual 
funding programme to proceed with the taking-in-charge of estates; the funding that has been 
provided to Tipperary County Council for the taking-in-charge of estates; the reason this fund-
ing has been refused for 2020; the number of estates with applications to be taken-in-charge by 
Tipperary County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28702/20]

06/10/2020WRW00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
On 21 September, I announced allocations under the new multi-annual capital investment pro-
gramme for the progressive resolution of housing estates with “developer provided water ser-
vices infrastructure”, to enable the taking in charge of these estates. The announcement fol-
lowed an independent Expert Panel review of all valid bids. The Panel’s recommendations are 
based on criteria set out in the Framework document issued to local authorities when requesting 
bid proposals.
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The focus of the first multi-annual programme is on estates in towns and villages where the 
resolution is to connect their water services to the public networks. The programme will also 
support a number of pilot projects where connection is not feasible in the immediate future. 
These pilot projects, together with a major study to be under taken by Irish Water, will inform 
future policy on resolving sub-standard developer provided infrastructure with sustainable so-
lutions in such areas. 

All local authorities that submitted bids were informed about the outcome of their bids in 
a circular which included a copy of the Expert Panel report on the bids process. The report 
provides the commentary of the Panel on their evaluation in the case of unsuccessful bids and 
guidance for the local authority in making future bids in upcoming programmes. The circular 
and report addresses all of the items raised in the question.

The circular is available on my Department’s website at the link under:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-services/circular-ldpi01-2020-approval-projects-
residential-estates-under-developer

  Question No. 361 answered with Question No. 320.

06/10/2020WRW00900Pyrite Remediation Programme

06/10/2020WRW01000362. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the reason he has extended the pyrite mediation scheme to County Limerick while refusing 
to do the same for homeowners affected by pyrite in County Clare. [28751/20]

06/10/2020WRW01100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Pyrite Resolution Act 2013 provides the statutory framework for the establishment of the 
Pyrite Resolution Board and for the making of a pyrite remediation scheme to be implemented 
by the Board with support from the Housing Agency. 

The provisions of the Act apply only to dwellings affected by significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave consequent on the presence of reactive pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material 
and not to damage arising in any other circumstance, e.g. such as pyrite in concrete blocks.  

The pyrite remediation scheme is a scheme of “last resort” for affected homeowners who 
have no other practical option to obtain redress and is limited in its application and scope. The 
full conditions for eligibility under the scheme are set out in the scheme which is available on 
the Board’s website, www.pyriteboard.ie.

The scheme is applicable to dwellings, which are subject to significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave established, in accordance with I.S. 398-1:2017 - Reactive pyrite in sub-floor 
hardcore material – Part 1: Testing and categorisation protocol.  In this regard, it is a condi-
tion of eligibility under the scheme that an application to the Board must be accompanied by a 
Building Condition Assessment with a Damage Condition Rating of 2.  Dwellings which do not 
have a Damage Condition Rating of 2 are not eligible to apply under the scheme.  This ensures 
that, having regard to the available resources, the focus of the scheme is on dwellings which are 
most severely damaged by pyritic heave. There are no proposals to provide for further financial 
assistance outside of the scheme.

Any proposal to amend the scheme is, in the first instance, a matter for the Pyrite Resolution 
Board and any such proposal would require detailed consideration of the evidence. The recom-
mendations of the Pyrite Panel, which informed the establishment of the pyrite remediation 
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scheme, were premised on a number of pertinent factors.  

As a minimum, in order to consider the appropriateness or otherwise of amending the 
scheme, I understand that the Board would require a report addressing the following informa-
tion: - 

- the extent and severity of damage to dwellings in the local authority area caused by pyritic 
heave in the subfloor hardcore; 

- verification, if available, that the damage has been caused by pyrite; 

- the background to the occurrence of the damage;

- details of any structural warranty policies for the dwellings;

- the history of the estate’s construction, numbers, type of dwellings etc;

- the source of the hardcore supplied to dwellings in the estate; and 

- any supporting geological assessments.        

In addition to the above, the Board may also make such further enquiries as it considers 
necessary in order to assist it in considering the matter.  In this regard, it would be advisable 
for the residents to confirm the nature of the pyrite problems in the area and that any problems 
identified stem from reactive pyrite in the subfloor hardcore material which is giving rise to 
pyritic heave and consequential significant pyritic damage.

I understand that the Pyrite Resolution Board received such a report in respect of pyrite in 
the hardcore in a number of dwellings in Limerick. The Board, in accordance with section 13 of 
the Act, subsequently submitted a proposal to include Limerick City and County Council area 
in the Pyrite Remediation Scheme to me, as Minister. Following consideration of the matter, I 
extended the pyrite remediation scheme to include the administrative area of Limerick City and 
County Council,  which will see homeowners of dwellings with significant damage attributable 
to pyritic heave in County Limerick eligible to apply for remediation works under the Pyrite 
Remediation Scheme.

As I understand it, no such report has been received by the Board in respect of pyrite in the 
hardcore in dwellings in County Clare.

I would encourage the relevant parties to fully engage with the Board as early as possible 
to facilitate this process. The Board may be contacted by phone at Lo call 1890 252842 or by 
email to: info@pyriteboard.ie , or alternatively at: oireachtasinfo@pyriteboard.ie.

I will consider any amendments or extensions which the Pyrite Resolution Board consider 
are required to the Scheme once submitted to me in accordance with the requirements of the 
Act. I fully intend on ensuring that ultimately all eligible homeowners of dwellings affected 
by significant damage attributable to pyritic heave can have their homes remediated under the 
scheme.

06/10/2020WRW01200Local Authority Housing

06/10/2020WRW01300363. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of properties that have been secured to purchase arising from his call for 
housing; a breakdown of the number of houses secured by local authority type and number of 
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bedrooms. [28752/20]

06/10/2020WRW01400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The “Call for Housing 2020” was launched on 21 July 2020 as a short-term intervention to 
stimulate interest in social housing delivery, through acquisitions and leasing from opportuni-
ties arising in the property market.  The campaign is being run on behalf of my Department by 
the Housing Agency, in consultation with the local authorities. 

Up to 30 September 2020, the total number of properties that have been submitted to the 
Housing Agency was 400.  Of those 400 properties, 244 are being actively pursued.

06/10/2020WRW01500Water and Sewerage Schemes

06/10/2020WRW01600364. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the funding required to deliver an integrated constructed wetland as a treatment 
system for the village of Glen, County Donegal as applied for under the rural water programme 
in 2019. [28776/20]

06/10/2020WRW01700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
A bid was made by Glen Village Community Association, to deliver an integrated constructed 
wetland as a treatment system for the village of Glen, under the Multi-Annual Rural Water Pro-
gramme 2019-2021. However, this bid was not considered a valid bid by the Expert Panel as it 
was outside the scope of the programme.

06/10/2020WRW01800Local Authority Housing

06/10/2020WRW01900365. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will identify the precise number of affordable local authority houses he expects to 
provide by county based on the number of housing applicants in each local authority area; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28796/20]

06/10/2020WRW02000369. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his proposals for direct and rapid build housing as required in each local authority area 
nationally with a view to making provisions to avoid homelessness in the coming year; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28800/20]

06/10/2020WRW02100370. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the various locations throughout County Kildare earmarked for local authority or af-
fordable housing by way of purchase or direct build in the coming year; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28801/20]

06/10/2020WRW02200371. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of families on Kildare County Council housing list; when he expects them 
to be accommodated through the various proposals before him via the private sector or the local 
authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28802/20]

06/10/2020WRW02300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 365 and 369 to 371, inclusive, together.

A key commitment of the Programme for Government “Our Shared Future” is ensuring that 
affordable, quality homes are available to everyone in Irish society.
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The 2019 Summary of Social Housing Assessments shows that 3,386 households were 
qualified for social housing support from Kildare County Council, which represents a decrease 
of 39% since 2016. While allocation of individual homes is a matter for the Council, my De-
partment has been working with all stakeholders to ensure the supply of social housing can be 
increased using a broad range of programmes under Build, Acquisition, Lease, the Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP) and the Rental Accommodation Scheme.

My Department has assisted in the delivery of over 1,850 social housing homes in Co. 
Kildare under Build, Acquisition and Leasing since 2016. At end June 2020, there were 2,320 
households actively in receipt of HAP support in County Kildare, with additional tenancies be-
ing supported week on week

The pipeline for future delivery in Kildare is strong with approximately 1,450 homes due for 
delivery before the end of 2021, with more being added to that pipeline regularly.

A detailed Social Housing Construction Status Report is published each quarter which pro-
vides scheme level detail on new build activity under Rebuilding Ireland. The most recent pub-
lication covers the period up to the end of Q4 2019 and is available on the Rebuilding Ireland 
website at the following link:

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q4-2019-2/

The Q1/Q2 2020 Construction status report will be published soon. The construction status 
report gives a list of the individual projects that make up the new Build programme and is sorted 
by local authority.

The construction status report gives information on a range of Build programmes including 
Direct and Design-Build (Rapid Build Housing) projects. My Department is working closely 
with all local authorities in relation to increasing and accelerating the delivery of a range of so-
cial housing programmes and supports, including through the use of design-build rapid delivery 
methodologies. Local authorities have been advised that design-build rapid delivery approaches 
should increasingly become the norm in terms of delivering social housing projects on local 
authority-owned land.

Regarding affordable housing, €310 million has already been allocated under the Serviced 
Sites Fund (SSF) to fund infrastructure to support the delivery of more affordable homes on 
local authority lands.  With a maximum of €50,000 funding available per home, at least 6,200 
more affordable homes, to buy or rent, can be facilitated.  To date, Serviced Sites Funding of 
€127 million has been approved in principle in support of 35 projects in 14 local authority areas, 
which will assist in the delivery of almost 3,200 affordable homes. 

Details of all SSF projects that have received approval in principle to date can be found at 
the following links:

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-local-au-
thority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-serviced-sites-fund/, and

https://rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-murphy-approves-funding-of-e84m-to-support-
delivery-of-1770-affordable-homes-under-the-ssf/.

It is anticipated that a further SSF call to local authorities will be made later this year.

The Programme for Government also commits to putting affordability at the heart of the 
housing system through the progression of State-backed affordable housing.
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I will outline further plans in terms of affordable housing later in the Autumn, taking ac-
count of the progress made under the SSF, as well as the development of the Affordable Pur-
chase scheme and Cost Rental scheme.

06/10/2020WRW02400Local Authority Housing

06/10/2020WRW02500366. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans for the development of private sites as a means of ameliorating the housing 
shortage by county taking into account the specific needs of each county; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28797/20]

06/10/2020WRW02600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien):  
This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing solutions 
are available to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for Government 
“Our Shared Future”.  

The Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) is primarily designed to fund 
the provision of public off-site infrastructure to relieve critical infrastructure blockages and 
enable housing developments to be built on key private sites at scale. LIHAF is designed to 
specifically address the issue of housing supply, which is a crucial factor in terms of moderating 
house prices.

Thirty projects received final LIHAF approval, in late 2017 and early 2018, with an overall 
budget of €195.7m, of which €146.8m will be Exchequer funded, with the remainder funded 
via local authorities. Details of the approvals by local authority area, budget allocation, project 
description and projected housing delivery are available at www.rebuildingireland.ie/LIHAF.

My colleague, the Minister for Finance established the Home Building Finance Ireland 
(HBFI) as a commercial entity in January 2019.  Its function is to assist in the delivery of new 
homes by providing funding for residential development projects throughout the country. For 
the period up to July 2020, €340 million has been approved to support the delivery of 1,477 
new homes, 66% of which will be private housing units. Full details are contained in the HBFI 
annual report published in July 2020, which includes the locations of all approved projects, and 
which is available at: https://www.hbfi.ie/

In terms of the specific housing needs of each county, National Policy Objective 37 of the 
National Planning Framework refers to local authorities undertaking a ‘Housing Needs and De-
mand Assessment’ (HNDA) for their area. The undertaking of such an assessment will inform 
the making of the local authority Housing Strategy which in turn feeds into the Development 
Plan for their county and will frame the requirement for housing development overall across 
tenure types. My Department is currently working on the development of a HNDA tool and 
framework which will assist local authorities to accurately and consistently project future hous-
ing demand in their own area.

06/10/2020WRW02700Home Loan Scheme

06/10/2020WRW02800367. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which he expects to ensure the availability of adequate resources through 
the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme or alternative with a view to addressing the housing 
shortage directly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28798/20]
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06/10/2020WRW02900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Measures such as the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan and the Help to Buy Scheme are available 
to eligible purchasers nationally to support home ownership.   

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is a Government-backed mortgage which is for first-
time-buyers nationwide to purchase a new or second-hand home or to self-build. This scheme 
offers loans on competitive terms to those who are unable to secure a commercial bank loan. 

When the RIHL was initially being developed, it was estimated that the drawdown of loans 
under the scheme would be approximately €200 million over three years. The RIHL proved to 
be more successful than initially anticipated and following discussions with the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform, an increase in funding of €363.6 million for 2018-2019 was 
communicated to all 31 local authorities on 15 August 2019. Following further engagement 
with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, additional funding for new RIHL lend-
ing of up to €210 million has been secured for 2020.  

Full details of the scheme are available at http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie.

The Help to Buy Scheme, which is the policy responsibility of the Minister of Finance, is 
also available to eligible purchasers nationally to support home ownership. The Help-to-Buy 
scheme currently allows first-time buyers purchasing a newly-built home – or building one 
themselves – to claim back up to €30,000 in income tax paid and DIRT on bank deposit interest 
over the last four years. Full details of the Help to Buy initiative are available at https://www.
revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-buy-incentive/index.aspx.

In terms of affordable home ownership more generally, I will outline my detailed plans in 
the near future.

06/10/2020WRW03000Local Authority Housing

06/10/2020WRW03100368. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which he expects local authorities to refurbish void houses in the com-
ing year thereby alleviating the threat of homelessness; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28799/20]

06/10/2020WRW03200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The management and maintenance of local authority housing stock, including pre-letting re-
pairs to vacant properties, the implementation of a planned maintenance programme and carry-
ing out of responsive repairs, are matters for each individual local authority under Section 58 
of the Housing Act 1966.

Since 2014, Exchequer funding has been provided through my Department’s Voids Pro-
gramme to supplement local authority spending in this area. . One of the key objectives of the 
Voids Programme is to provide local authorities with funding to help minimise the turnaround 
and re-let time of vacant units.

As announced in the July Stimulus Programme, additional funding of €40m has been made 
available in relation to Voids for 2020 which will see an additional 2,500 vacant properties 
remediated and allocated this year. This funding has been provided in recognition of the very 
challenging financial circumstances which local authorities are experiencing and the very real 
risk that the vacant homes, which would normally be refurbished by local authorities using their 
own resources, would be significantly impacted in 2020.  In order to ensure quick turnaround 
of these properties the work schedules being funded relate primarily to those works required to 
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ensure compliance with the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations, 2019.

The specific allocation for the Voids programme in 2021 will be determined in the context 
of the ongoing Budget discussions 

  Questions Nos. 369 to 371, inclusive, answered with Question No. 365.

06/10/2020WRW03600Water and Sewerage Schemes

06/10/2020WRW03700372. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the degree to which he remains satisfied regarding the adequacy of the sewerage treat-
ment works in County Kildare to meet domestic and industrial demands; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28803/20]

06/10/2020WRW03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels, including the delivery of 
water services capital infrastructure, while the local authorities remain responsible for private 
water supplies. 

Given the legacy of underinvestment in water services infrastructure in Ireland, the scale of 
remedial work necessary in our water system will take a number years and investment cycles 
to fully resolve.  The Government has committed to ambitious funding of Irish Water’s capital 
investment plans for drinking water and wastewater infrastructure on a multi-annual basis.  The 
Government plans to deliver the €8.5 billion funding package committed to in Project Ireland 
2040. 

The Water Services Policy Statement 2018-2025 gives clear direction to strategic planning 
and decision making on water and wastewater services in Ireland.  The Policy Statement sets 
out a series of high-level policy objectives across the three thematic areas of Quality, Conserva-
tion, and Future Proofing, which must be pursued when planning capital investment and fram-
ing current spending plans. The Policy Statement is available on my Department’s website at 
the following link:

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/water_services_policy_
statement_2018-2025_0.pdf.

Irish Water’s Water Services Strategic Plan (WSSP) published in 2015 sets out the strate-
gic objectives for its delivery of water services over 25 years up to 2040 in order to ensure the 
provision of clean safe drinking water, effective management of wastewater, environmental 
protection and support for social and economic development. The Irish Water Business Plan, 
Transforming Water Services in Ireland to 2021 (also published in 2015), sets out its short to 
medium term planning in implementing the first phase of the Water Services Strategic Plan.

Irish Water’s Capital Investment Plan for the five year period from 2020 to 2024 will set out 
the financial plan for capital investments to support Irish Water’s strategic objectives, as set out 
in the WSSP and in its Business Plan, to deliver improvements to water services where they are 
needed most. Irish Water will also take account of developing subsidiary programmes within its 
investment plan to assist in implementing the National Planning Framework and the National 
Development Plan including the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies as well as ongoing 
reviews of local authority statutory land use plans. It is in that context that investment decisions 
in relation to individual projects will be made.
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For specific project and proposals, including in relation to County Kildare, it may be helpful 
to note that Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and que-
ries from public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@
water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

06/10/2020WRW03900Heritage Schemes

06/10/2020WRW04000373. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the extent to which he proposes to support, fund and-or develop specific heritage proj-
ects throughout County Kildare with particular reference to houses or sites of an historic nature; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28805/20]

06/10/2020WRW04100374. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans for the continued protection of heritage houses or sites nationally with par-
ticular reference to those threatened or likely to be threatened; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28806/20]

06/10/2020WRW04200375. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his proposals to protect, preserve and promote various houses, buildings sites or loca-
tions of an historic nature throughout County Kildare with potential use for tourism and educa-
tion in the future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28807/20]

06/10/2020WRW04300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 373 to 375, inclusive, together

My role with regard to the protection and management of our archaeological and architec-
tural heritage is set out in the provisions of relevant legislation, including the Planning Acts and 
the National Monuments Acts, as are the roles of local authorities and the responsibilities of 
owners. 

My Department provides financial support for the protection of heritage buildings and his-
toric structures through two grant schemes which are, in the main, administered by the local 
authorities. These are the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and the Historic Structures 
Fund (HSF). It was announced in June 2020 that 450 heritage projects across every county 
in the country will benefit from a combined sum of over €4.3m under these schemes. Kildare 
County Council was allocated a total of €134,000 in respect of 9 heritage projects.  Details of 
projects funded in Co Kildare are set out in the following tables.

 Built Heritage Investment Scheme - 2020 Kildare  (7 Projects) 

   Name and Address of Structure    Grant   

Thatch Cottage, Stickens, Carragh, Naas €5,448
Thatched Cottage Thomastown, Caragh, Naas €7,300
Carbury Church, Carbury €10,252
Cock Bridge Thatched Cottage, Donore, Caragh, Naas €11,000
Curley’s Thatch Cottage, Downings, Prosperous, Naas €15,000
No. 7 Canning Place, Newbridge €15,000
Mausoleum, Maudlings burial grounds, Dublin Road, Naas €15,000
Total €79,000

Historic Structures Fund - 2020 Kildare



Questions - Written Answers

174

Name and Address of Structure   Grant   
Newbridge College (Junior House Wing), Newbridge €15,000
Donadea Castle Tower House €40,000

July Jobs Stimulus Package - 2020   Kildare

Name and Address of Structure   Grant   
Carbury Church, Carbury (addition   BHIS) €4,478

In addition we announced a further €1m under the Government’s July Jobs Stimulus Pack-
age to expand existing built heritage funding schemes in response to significant demand from 
communities, to progress actions under Climate Change Action Plan in relation to the built 
heritage estate and to ensure completion of projects interrupted by the Covid lockdown.

As Minister, I am also the owner or guardian under the National Monuments Acts of ap-
proximately 1,000 national monuments located at approximately 750 sites. The Acts allow me 
to make a preservation order where I consider a national monument to be at risk.  Responsibility 
for management and maintenance historical buildings and sites in State ownership, and man-
agement of related visitor facilities, rests with the Office of Public Works (OPW) which also 
maintains a significant ongoing programme of conservation works. This year, my Department 
has allocated €350,000 to the OPW for the maintenance of historic buildings and sites. 

My Department recently announced a call for projects under the Community Monuments 
Fund (CMF), for investment in our archaeological heritage, which is being funded under the 
July Jobs Stimulus Package. Part of this funding is prioritised for local authorities, private own-
ers and custodians and community groups for the care, maintenance, protection and promotion 
of local monuments and historic sites and the provision of any required measures to ensure safe 
access during the Covid-19 pandemic. Total funding available nationally for projects in 2020 
is €900,000. The closing date for receipt of applications was 22 September 2020 and approved 
projects will be announced shortly.

While I have no functions, as Minister, in relation to education or tourism, the Heritage 
Council, which my Department funds, plays a role, including through the Heritage in Schools 
programme, the Adopt a Monument Scheme and National Heritage Week, all of which have 
been operating successfully for a number of years.  Full details of all Heritage Council schemes 
can be found on their website www.heritagecouncil.ie.

06/10/2020WRX00400Social and Affordable Housing

06/10/2020WRX00500376. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of units acquired by local authorities in 2018, 2019, and to date in 2020, in 
tabular form under the standard and enhanced long-term social leasing schemes by county; and 
the costs associated with each acquisition. [28885/20]

06/10/2020WRX00600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Leasing delivery data for Q1 and Q2 2020 is currently being finalised and will be published 
shortly. Data in relation to leased dwellings delivered in 2018 and 2019, broken down by local 
authority, is published on my Department’s website at the following link:

https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-
housing-provision  

My Department does not publish details of individual homes; however, the average annual 
cost of standard and enhanced leases, delivered by each local authority for 2018 and 2019, are 
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set out in the following table. The average cost is calculated based on claims for operational 
new units submitted by local authorities and recorded on my Department’s Social Housing Cur-
rent Expenditure Programme financial management system at end September 2020. 

Average Annual Lease Cost of Leasing Dwellings Delivered 2018 and 2019 

Local Authority Average Annual Cost 2018 Average Annual Cost 2019
Carlow €6152 €7455 
Cavan €5995 €7030 
Clare €7686 €8864
Cork City €12638 €13565
Cork County €12144 €7300
DLR €18870 €26595
Donegal €6459 €5659 
Dublin City €14744 €16081 
Fingal €15108 €15002 
Galway City €13002 €10470 
Galway County €9936 €9543
Kerry €8470 €9008
Kildare €10241 €11864
Kilkenny €8603 €9694 
Laois €8438 €9264 
Leitrim €N/A €7200
Limerick €8636 €9998
Longford €6242 €7346 
Louth €12207 €10166 
Mayo €7547 €8189
Meath €10643 €12119 
Monaghan €6255 €6375 
Offaly €7916 €8143 
Roscommon €5342 €8190 
Sligo €6306 €8480 
South Dublin €15340 €16575 
Tipperary €7186 €7374 
Waterford €6839 €7379 
Westmeath €8614 €9486 
Wexford €7049 €8299 
Wicklow €10539 €13368

06/10/2020WRX00700Social and Affordable Housing

06/10/2020WRX00800377. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his views on the number of strategic housing development applications granted per-
mission in north County Kildare since 2018; the number of commencements; if an assessment 
of the potential increase of population is considered and-or if CSO data is utilised; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28886/20]

06/10/2020WRX00900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 2016 (the Act) intro-
duced new streamlined arrangements to enable planning applications for strategic housing de-
velopments (SHDs) of 100 housing units or more, or student accommodation or shared accom-
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modation developments of 200 bed spaces or more, to be made directly to An Bord Pleanála 
for determination.

In the period from the new arrangements coming into operation in July 2017 up until 31 Au-
gust 2020, the Board has received 23 SHD applications in respect of developments in Kildare, 
11 of which have been granted (in respect of 2193 houses, 1266 apartments and 483 student bed 
spaces), 7 of which have been refused and 5 of which are yet to be decided. Of the 11 develop-
ments granted planning permission, 6 of these have lodged commencement notices to date.

The 2017 SHD Regulations provide for the publication of a weekly list of applications re-
ceived and applications determined or otherwise disposed of by the Board in relation to SHD 
cases. These weekly lists are available to view on the Board’s website at http://www.pleanala.
ie/.

Arrangements have been put in place by all bodies under the aegis of my Department to 
facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the Oireachtas. This provides a 
speedy, efficient and cost effective system to address queries directly. The contact email address 
for An Bord Pleanála is oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie.

In making a decision on an application, the Board must consider the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area, having regard to the provisions of the development plan, 
any submissions or observations received from the public and the statutory consultees, and 
any relevant Ministerial or Government policies, including any guidelines issued by the De-
partment. Under section 30 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), I am 
specifically precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to any case with which 
a planning authority or the Board is or may be involved.

A review of the SHD arrangements was carried out in 2019.  This review particularly high-
lighted that while they had generally been a success in providing a fast-track development 
consent process for developers of large-scale housing developments, the number of SHD per-
missions that have commenced development is less than might have been expected. 

In this regard, with a view to influencing the earlier activation of housing related planning 
permissions, the new Programme for Government – Our Shared Future commits to introducing 
a “use it or lose it” condition for all planning permissions of ten housing units or more.  I intend 
that the necessary legislation providing for the introduction of the proposed new “use it or lose 
it” housing-related planning arrangements will be progressed over the coming months.

National Policy Objective 37 of the National Planning Framework requires that each local 
authority should undertake a “Housing Need and Demand Assessment” (HNDA), in a co-ordi-
nated fashion, to support the preparation of their statutory housing strategy and development 
plan.

Work to support the development of the HNDA process is ongoing in my Department. 
Research undertaken by the ESRI on population projections at county level is nearing comple-
tion while the  development of a HNDA digital tool is shortly to be piloted with a number of 
local authorities. This new evidence-based approach will form the basis of a more accurate and 
consistent projection of demand for different tenures of housing within the administrative area 
of each local authority. As this work evovles, it will be integrated into the review processes for 
statutory development plans that are underway or scheduled to be commenced over the coming 
years.

  Question No. 378 answered with Question No. 77.



6 October 2020

177

06/10/2020WRX01000Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRX01100379. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he has engaged a third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date 
in 2020 to conduct online and-or social media monitoring and-or to provide reports on social 
media coverage of his Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media 
platforms being monitored will be provided. [28920/20]

06/10/2020WRX01200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has not engaged a third-party company to conduct online and/or social media 
monitoring or to provide reports on social media coverage.

06/10/2020WRX01300Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRX01400380. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of staff in his Department on sick leave between March and September 
by month in 2019 and to date 2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for 
an extended period of time; the number of sick days accounted for by his Department over the 
period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28938/20]

06/10/2020WRX01500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Public Service Management (Sick Leave) Regulations 2014 (as amended by the Public 
Service Management (Sick Leave) (Amendment) Regulations 2015) set out the terms of the 
Public Service Sick Leave Scheme.  

The scheme provides for the payment of the following to staff during periods of absence 
from work due to illness or injury:

 - A maximum of 92 days on full pay in a rolling one year period

 - Followed by a maximum of 91 days on half pay in a rolling one year period

 - Subject to a maximum of 183 days paid sick leave in a rolling four year period.

Staff who exceed these limits may be entitled to Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration 
(TRR), which is a calculated pension rate of pay, up to a maximum of 547 days under ordinary 
sick leave arrangements. 

In recognition of the fact that, sometimes, a longer period of sick leave can be required to 
address a critical illness or serious physical injury, there is provision for the following Critical 
Illness Provisions (CIP) to apply in exceptional circumstances: 

 - A maximum of 183 days on full pay in a rolling one year period

 - Followed by a maximum of 182 days on half pay in a rolling one year period

 - Subject to a maximum of 365 days paid sick leave in a rolling four year period

There is access to TRR under the CIP as follows: 365 days on TRR and/or a further period 
not exceeding 730 days may be granted in cases where the Chief Medical Officer has confirmed 
that there is a reasonable prospect of return to work. 

Details by month, of the number of staff in this Department on sick leave between March 
and September in 2019 and to date in 2020, and the number of sick days accounted for by this 
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Department in the same period are set out as follows. Numbers given relate to full time equiva-
lent staff (FTE).

2019 No. of staff on sick leave (FTE) No. of days accounted for
 March  107  853.41
 April  80  844.27
 May  85  903.75
 June  69  799.62
 July  75  922.53
 August  85  1021.95
 September  88  929.92
 Total  589  6275.45

2020 No. of staff on sick leave (FTE  No. of days accounted for
 January  124  884.79
 February  97  575.58
 March  65  494.07
 April  13  313.00
 May  23  336.5
 June  31  292.00
 July  36  352.5
 August  35  347.00
 September  31  319.83
Total  455  3,888.27

06/10/2020WRX01600Military Aircraft

06/10/2020WRX01700381. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on diplomatic 
clearances sought from Ireland by embassies in advance for overflight of Irish sovereign air-
space by foreign states and military aircraft; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28644/20]

06/10/2020WRX01800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am satisfied that robust proce-
dures are in place in my Department to administer the agreed procedures for Embassies to apply 
for clearance for military flights to enter Irish sovereign airspace.

06/10/2020WRX01825Brexit Preparations

06/10/2020WRX01850382. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the plans which have 
been considered to ensure no infrastructure or checks are placed along the Border.  [28473/20]

06/10/2020WRX01862391. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his engagements 
to date with the European Commission following the statements and actions by the UK Prime 
Minster regarding the Brexit withdrawal agreement.  [25169/20]

06/10/2020WRX01868392. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the plans being put 
in place in order to deal with the attempt by the UK Government to circumvent the Irish Proto-
col through the United Kingdom International Market Bill.  [26517/20]

06/10/2020WRX01875Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 382, 391 and 392 together.
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It is vital that the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland be implemented in full and in good 
faith.

The publication and passage through the House of Commons of the UK Internal Market 
Bill in September caused grave concern. The Bill, in its current form, undermines the With-
drawal Agreement and the Protocol. Any unilateral departure from the terms of the Agreement 
is not acceptable and seriously damages trust in Northern Ireland, and between the EU and the 
UK. The suggestions that the UK’s unilateral approach is designed to protect the Good Friday 
Agreement were of particular concern. The Protocol itself is specifically designed to protect the 
Good Friday Agreement and the gains of the peace process, including avoiding a hard border 
on the island of Ireland.

The Taoiseach raised our concerns directly with the British Prime Minister on the day the 
Bill was published and has subsequently met Commission President von der Leyen. I met in 
Brussels with Vice President Šefcovic on 21 September and with Chief Negotiator Michel Bar-
nier on 22 September and continue to remain in contact with them by phone. While in Brussels, 
I attended, together with Minister of State Byrne, the General Affairs Council, where Brexit 
was one of the items on our agenda. I also availed of the opportunity to have a range of Brexit 
related discussions with a number of EU Foreign Ministers and European Affairs Ministers. The 
Government remains in close contact with our EU partners on this issue.

The Joint Committee on the Implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement met on Thursday 
10 September and Monday 28 September. The Joint Committee, and Specialised Committee, 
are the  appropriate channels for considering issues around the implementation of the Protocol. 
However, they cannot be used to renegotiate the Protocol.

At these meetings, Ireland set out clearly our concerns. Commission Vice President Šefcovic 
urged the British Government to remove the problematic measures from the Bill by the end of 
September. Ireland, together with the EU, also sent a clear message, on the need for the UK to 
restore trust and to accelerate its work to implement the Protocol in all its aspects.

On 1 October  the Commission sent the UK a letter of notice for breaching obligations under 
the Withdrawal Agreement. This marks the beginning of a formal infringement process against 
the United Kingdom. We continue to urge the British Government to work to repair the severely 
damaged trust between the EU and UK.

I have also discussed this issue with Special Envoy Mick Mulvaney during his visit to 
Dublin. I visited Washington DC last week, and discussed the issues with Deputy Secretary of 
State Stephen E. Biegun, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Congressman Richard Neal. Each 
reaffirmed their unwavering support for the Good Friday Agreement.

Throughout the Brexit process, I have maintained close contacts with leaders in Northern 
Ireland.  I welcome that the EU and UK are engaging closely on relevant implementation issues 
to find appropriate and agreed solutions, which should fall within the framework of the agreed 
Protocol.

Despite noise and setbacks, this Government’s focus remains on implementation - in full 
and in good faith - of the Withdrawal Agreement and the Protocol, and on achieving a success-
ful conclusion to the future relationship negotiations.

06/10/2020WRX01900Overseas Development Aid

06/10/2020WRX02000383. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the way in which Ire-
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land contributes to reducing global poverty (details supplied); the strategies being taken to 
reduce humanitarian need in these countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28103/20]

06/10/2020WRX02100Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): A Better World, Ireland’s international development policy, sets out the Government’s 
commitment to alleviating poverty and reaching the furthest behind first. 

Ireland works with a variety of partners in order to reach those in greatest need.  Ireland, 
as an EU Member State and, also, working through the United Nations and other multilateral 
agencies is able to match financial investment in development and humanitarian response with 
effective advocacy.  The Government, through Irish Aid - Ireland’s official development as-
sistance programme, managed in my Department - also support the work of Irish NGOs and 
missionaries in their development work around the world.  Through programmes managed by 
Irish Embassies in Africa, in Vietnam and elsewhere, Ireland is investing in the development of 
some of the world’s poorest countries, complemented in recent years by a new focus on Small 
Island Developing States with an emphasis on climate resilience. Through these mechanisms 
and relationships, Ireland provides quality, vital assistance to people living in challenging and 
insecure environments, helping to improve their lives  These engagements give Ireland a sig-
nificant global presence and footprint, including in fragile states and conflict-affected contexts. 

Successive OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) peer reviews have com-
mended Ireland’s development cooperation for its poverty focus and commitment to Least 
Developed Countries. The OECD DAC’s most recent review, published in May 2020, notes 
that Ireland ‘walks the talk’ in allocating ODA to least developed countries and fragile states, 
priority partners and sectors.  The OECD finds that this clear focus enables Ireland to exercise 
leadership and make a visible difference. The Overseas Development Institute, a leading devel-
opment think-tank, has also ranked Ireland as the most effective international donor in directing 
resources to those in extreme poverty. 

In 2019 Ireland contributed over €180 million in humanitarian aid, delivering life-saving 
assistance to the most vulnerable communities across the globe, in partnership with trusted 
NGOs, UN agencies and the Red Cross Family.  Ireland recognises that reducing humanitarian 
need requires an approach that anticipates the onset of crises, acts fast, and delivers assistance 
in a way that lays the groundwork for recovery. To this end Irish Aid funding is predictable and 
timely and our engagement long term. In fragile and protracted contexts such as Somalia, DRC 
and Yemen, Ireland supports vulnerable populations to become more resilient to shocks and 
stresses, including climate change and violent conflict. This reduces the need for repeated hu-
manitarian interventions and protects hard won development gains. As the single greatest driver 
of humanitarian need is conflict, Ireland is committed to conflict prevention and peacebuilding, 
through the funding of activities as well as political and diplomatic engagement.

06/10/2020WRX02200Overseas Development Aid

06/10/2020WRX02300384. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Ireland is close to 
achieving the target of allocating 0.7% of gross national income to official development assis-
tance by 2030 (details supplied); if not the reason preventing the goal being achieved; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28104/20]

06/10/2020WRX02400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): Development cooperation is an essential element of Ireland’s foreign policy and national 
presence overseas, enabling us to respond to complex human needs and humanitarian crises 
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around the world.

In the Programme for Government, the Government committed to making incremental, sus-
tainable progress towards achieving the UN target of 0.7% of Gross National Income (GNI) to 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) by 2030. In making this commitment, the Government 
recognised that reaching 0.7% will require a significant expansion in ODA volumes over the 
next decade and that, at times, difficult choices would be required between competing priorities.

Progress is being made toward 0.7%. From 2014 to 2020 Ireland’s allocations to ODA grew 
from €614 million to almost €838 million, an increase of almost €21 million on the 2019 budget 
allocation and the sixth consecutive year allocations to ODA were increased. On Budget day 
October 2019, it was predicted that the GNI/ODA percentage would be in the region of 0.31%. 

Further sustained, managed increments will be required to deliver on the 0.7% commitment 
by 2030, taking into consideration the range of demands across Government and the capacity of 
the public finances to meet them. It is critical that the Government grows our ODA programme 
in a steady, measured and graduated manner, ensuring that we protect and nurture the good 
reputation and quality of our work. 

06/10/2020WRX02500Human Rights

06/10/2020WRX02600385. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the wide-
spread detention of prominent human rights activists, journalists and opposition leaders in Bah-
rain in view of the deteriorating situation in terms of human rights in the country; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28133/20]

06/10/2020WRX02700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The human rights situation in 
Bahrain remains a matter of serious concern. Although Bahrain has repeatedly stated its com-
mitment to improving its human rights record and safeguarding human rights as enshrined in 
the Bahraini Constitution, we are concerned by ongoing instances of violations of fundamental 
freedoms, including violations of freedom of opinion and expression, as well as the targeting of 
human rights defenders. 

Respect for human rights is an integral part of Ireland’s foreign policy and we consistently 
seek to raise our concerns on human rights issues through the most appropriate and effective 
channels. Our active participation at the UN Human Rights Council is particularly important in 
that regard. Ireland has raised the case of human rights in Bahrain at that forum, in the form of 
national statements and its support to EU Statements. 

Ireland also engages on the issue of human rights in Bahrain through the EU. At the most 
recent informal EU-Bahrain Human Rights dialogue in November 2019, issues discussed in-
cluded the right to a fair trial, prison conditions, and the overall human rights situation in the 
country. The EU Special Representative for Human Rights, Eamon Gilmore, has also made 
representations to the Bahraini authorities on human rights issues, including the detention of 
human rights defenders as well as the conditions of their detention.

Our principled stance on human rights also feeds into our bilateral dialogue and we raise 
our human rights concerns directly with the Bahraini authorities at every suitable opportunity. 
When I met the Bahraini Foreign Minister at the UN General Assembly in New York in Sep-
tember 2019, I raised the human rights situation in Bahrain with him, expressing the hope that 
we can have an open and honest discussion on these issues. My officials regularly meet with 
the Bahraini authorities to discuss the full range of bilateral and multilateral issues, including 
human rights. 
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Ireland will continue to monitor developments in Bahrain, and to call on the Bahraini Gov-
ernment to deliver on its stated commitment to make progress in relation to human rights.  

06/10/2020WRX02800Refugee Resettlement Programme

06/10/2020WRX02900386. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has 
been drawn to the ongoing humanitarian situation in Lesbos, Greece; if he has engaged with his 
Greek and other European counterparts in this regard; his plans to accommodate persons from 
Lesbos here; and the assistance he is providing to mitigate the situation. [28203/20]

06/10/2020WRX03000387. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps Ireland 
plans to take in respect of the ongoing refugee crisis in Europe in view of the recent fire in the 
refugee camp in Lesbos, Greece; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28283/20]

06/10/2020WRX03100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
386 and 387 together.

I am deeply saddened by the fire at the Moria camp on Lesbos and the impact this has had 
on the refugees and migrants based there. The very sudden displacement of thousands of people 
has caused great suffering to those in the camp, as well as posing a huge logistical challenge for 
the Greek authorities in the midst of the pandemic.

My colleague, the Minister for European Affairs, Thomas Byrne, spoke with his Greek 
counterpart immediately after the fire to offer Ireland’s full solidarity and support. The Greek 
authorities requested assistance from EU Partners in dealing with the immediate humanitarian 
needs arising from the fire. My Department, through our Embassy in Athens, is in contact with 
the Greek Ministry of Migration Policy and has confirmed Ireland’s readiness to provide as-
sistance from emergency stocks which we have in place at the UN Logistics Base in Brindisi, 
Italy.  The Greek authorities have thanked us for this offer of assistance, and we stand ready to 
work with them regarding the deployment of the emergency supplies.

In terms of the situation within the camp, Greek authorities have started to transfer refugees 
and migrants to the Greek mainland in order to reduce overcrowding. In addition, the European 
Commission has now established a dedicated Taskforce to resolve the emergency situation on 
Lesbos effectively and humanely. The Taskforce will work closely with the Greek authorities to 
build new reception facilities in the coming months, which will be of a European standard and 
will provide access to healthcare and adequate sanitation.

As Minister for Foreign Affairs, I have repeatedly urged the need for greater solidarity and 
burden-sharing among Member States in dealing with the wider issue of migration. The migra-
tion crisis continues to be one of the major challenges confronting the European Union and it 
needs to be urgently addressed. We must find more sustainable solutions involving consensus 
among Member States based on solidarity and responsibility. I am committed to continuing to 
work with our EU partners to resolve these issues and to ensure that humanitarian and legal 
obligations continue to be met.

On 23 September 2020, the Commission published a major new proposal on reforming the 
EU migration and asylum system - a “New Pact on Migration and Asylum”. I welcome this 
initiative by the Commission. The publication of the Migration Pact proposals represents an 
opportunity to renew and intensify efforts to agree a common approach and put in place more 
effective and humane arrangements to manage the considerable migratory pressures that Eu-
rope continues to face.
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We in Ireland are endeavouring to do our part, having already received 1022 asylum seekers 
(including six unaccompanied minors) from Greece under the first phase of the Irish Refugee 
Protection Programme. 

In the context of the very difficult situation now arising from the destruction of the Moria 
refugee camp, the Government has decided that Ireland will welcome refugee families from 
Greece under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP). Up to 50 people in family groups 
will be resettled following displacement due to the fire.  This is in addition to the four unaccom-
panied minors, to be taken as part of our pre-existing commitment to take 36 unaccompanied 
minors from Greece.

Officials from the Department of Justice and Equality are liaising with the European Com-
mission on the detail of this commitment, and along with An Garda Síochána will travel to 
Greece in the coming weeks to make the arrangements.

06/10/2020WRX03300Brexit Issues

06/10/2020WRX03400388. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the engagement held 
with the European Commission and other EU agencies to prepare for Brexit; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26727/20]

06/10/2020WRX03500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Throughout the Brexit process, 
the Government has worked with our EU partners and the Commission to ensure that EU-level 
readiness and contingency planning addresses the needs of our businesses and citizens. 

The European Commission has published seven Communications on Brexit readiness and 
contingency planning.  The most recent such Communication was published on 9 July and 
complements the Government’s Brexit Readiness Action Plan, published on 9 September.  In 
addition, the Commission has updated more than 80 of the 102 Brexit readiness notices it has 
issued to stakeholders to assist them in preparing for the end of the transition period.  

Government Ministers are in regular contact with our counterparts in the European Com-
mission and the EU agencies.  I attended the General Affairs Council in Brussels on 22 Sep-
tember where I also had a range of meetings on Brexit-related issues.  I met with Commission 
Vice President Šefcovic, the co-chair of the EU-UK joint committee, and with the EU Chief 
Negotiator, Michel Barnier.

Officials from my Department and other Departments continue to regularly meet with their 
counterparts in Brussels and across the EU.  On 11 September, senior Irish officials met virtu-
ally with their UK Task Force and Commission counterparts to discuss a range of readiness 
planning.  We remain in contact with the Task Force in relation to EU level contingency mea-
sures which will reinforce the Government’s domestic preparations.

The Government is also working closely with the European Commission in relation to the 
Brexit Adjustment Reserve agreed by EU leaders in July.  Leaders agreed to make a fund of 
up to €5 billion available to counter the adverse consequences of Brexit in the worst affected 
Member States and sectors.  On 21 September, I met Commissioner Hahn in Brussels on the 
Reserve.  I highlighted to the Commissioner Ireland’s unique vulnerability to Brexit and the 
exposure of key sectors of Ireland’s economy to trade with the UK.  We will continue to engage 
with the Commission on the Brexit Adjustment Reserve in the weeks ahead.

06/10/2020WRX03600Passport Data
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06/10/2020WRX03700389. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of pass-
ports reported lost or stolen to the Passport Office in 2019 and to date in 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28399/20]

06/10/2020WRX03800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The numbers of passports re-
ported lost or stolen to the Passport Service in 2019 and to date in 2020 are detailed in the fol-
lowing table.

 - 2019 2020 
Lost 30,415 10,559 
Stolen 2,834 855 

The figures for this year are accurate as of 30 September 2020.

The Irish passport has a strong international reputation due to the strength of security fea-
tures within the book and the robust processes involved in its issuance. 

Where an applicant has reported an passport lost or stolen, the Passport Service may request 
additional information and documentary evidence to establish and verify an applicant’s identity. 
Appropriate photographic identification is one of the requirements in cases in which a person 
seeks to replace a lost or stolen passport. This and other requirements are necessary to protect 
the integrity of the Irish passport and protect against fraud and identity theft. Where an appli-
cant has lost/stolen two or more passports, the validity of their next passport may be restricted.

06/10/2020WRX03900Northern Ireland

06/10/2020WRX04000390. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the role of his 
Department in expanding university places in Derry. [26807/20]

06/10/2020WRX04100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In the Programme for Govern-
ment, “Our Shared Future”, the Government affirms that it will work with the Northern Ireland 
Executive and the British Government to commit to investment and development opportuni-
ties in the North West and Border communities, including third-level opportunities for young 
people from across the region at the Ulster University Magee Campus in Derry.

This confirms the commitments made by the Government on 9 January 2020, when the 
then Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and I published the New Decade, New Approach 
(NDNA) agreement, which was the basis for the political parties in Northern Ireland to restore 
the power-sharing Executive and Assembly, and North-South Ministerial Council, to full opera-
tion.

The Irish and British Governments, at the same time, each announced their own separate 
sets of financial and other commitments in support of the resumption of the power-sharing insti-
tutions at Stormont and the work of the North South Ministerial Council.  These commitments, 
which are annexed to the NDNA Agreement but do not form part of it, include a commitment in 
principle to contribute to capital investment to support expanded provision at the Ulster Univer-
sity Magee Campus in Derry, alongside the commitment made in the context of the agreement 
by the British Government.

The Government welcomes the development of plans for ambitious new higher education 
provision at the Magee Campus, including in the context of the British Government’s City Deal 
and Inclusive Future Fund initiative which is being advanced by Derry City and Strabane Dis-
trict Council. This investment has the potential to increase access to third-level education for 
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young people on a cross-border basis, enable further cooperation between third-level institu-
tions in the North West, and underpin broader economic development and opportunities in the 
region.

We look forward to continued engagement with the Northern Ireland Executive includ-
ing in taking forward the NDNA commitments through the regular pattern of Ministerial-level 
Sectoral meetings across the North South Ministerial Council’s twelve policy sectors over the 
coming months.

The funding requirement in the years ahead to deliver these projects will depend on the tim-
ing and details for projects being agreed on a North/South basis, and will need to take account 
of necessary discussions with the Executive through the North South Ministerial Council, the 
progress of implementation of each project, and, where relevant, our engagement with the Brit-
ish Government.

  Questions Nos. 391 and 392 answered with Question No. 382.

06/10/2020WRY00200EU Migration Crisis

06/10/2020WRY00300393. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the support being of-
fered to assist with the fallout following the fire at Moria refugee camp; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28534/20]

06/10/2020WRY00400401. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the engagement he has 
had with the Greek authorities in relation to the Moria camp in Lesbos; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28817/20]

06/10/2020WRY00500402. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
he and the international community have engaged with the situation in Lesbos with the objec-
tive of addressing the issues arising from the destructive fire there and consequent homeless-
ness in respect of the refugees; if he and his EU colleagues can identify a formula to address the 
issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28818/20]

06/10/2020WRY00600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
393, 401 and 402 together.

I am deeply saddened by the fire at the Moria camp on Lesbos and the impact this has had 
on the refugees and migrants based there. The very sudden displacement of thousands of people 
has caused great suffering to those in the camp, as well as posing a huge logistical challenge for 
the Greek authorities in the midst of the pandemic.

My colleague, the Minister for European Affairs, Thomas Byrne, spoke with his Greek 
counterpart immediately after the fire to offer Ireland’s full solidarity and support. The Greek 
authorities requested assistance from EU Partners in dealing with the immediate humanitarian 
needs arising from the fire. My Department, through our Embassy in Athens, is in contact with 
the Greek Ministry of Migration Policy and has confirmed Ireland’s readiness to provide as-
sistance from emergency stocks which we have in place at the UN Logistics Base in Brindisi, 
Italy.  The Greek authorities have thanked us for this offer of assistance, and we stand ready to 
work with them regarding the deployment of the emergency supplies.

In terms of the situation within the camp, Greek authorities have started to transfer refugees 
and migrants to the Greek mainland in order to reduce overcrowding. In addition, the European 
Commission has now established a dedicated Taskforce with the aim of resolving the emer-
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gency situation on Lesbos effectively and humanely. The Taskforce will work closely with the 
Greek authorities to build new reception facilities in the coming months, which will be of a 
European standard and will provide access to healthcare and adequate sanitation.

As Minister for Foreign Affairs, I have repeatedly urged the need for greater solidarity and 
burden-sharing among Member States in dealing with the wider issue of migration. The migra-
tion crisis continues to be one of the major challenges confronting the European Union and it 
needs to be urgently addressed. We must find more sustainable solutions involving consensus 
among Member States based on solidarity and responsibility. I am committed to continuing to 
work with our EU partners to resolve these issues and to ensure that humanitarian and legal 
obligations continue to be met.

On 23 September 2020, the Commission published a major new proposal on reforming the 
EU migration and asylum system - a “New Pact on Migration and Asylum”. I welcome this 
initiative by the Commission. The publication of the Migration Pact proposals represents an 
opportunity to renew and intensify efforts to agree a common approach and put in place more 
effective and humane arrangements to manage the considerable migratory pressures that Eu-
rope continues to face.

We in Ireland are endeavouring to do our part, having already received 1022 asylum seekers 
(including six unaccompanied minors) from Greece under the first phase of the Irish Refugee 
Protection Programme. 

In the context of the very difficult situation now arising from the destruction of the Moria 
refugee camp, the Government has decided that Ireland will welcome refugee families from 
Greece under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP). Up to 50 people in family groups 
will be resettled following displacement due to the fire.  This is in addition to the four unac-
companied minors, to be taken as part of our overall commitment to take 36 unaccompanied 
minors from Greece.

Officials from the Department of Justice and Equality are liaising with the European Com-
mission on the detail of this commitment, and along with An Garda Síochána will travel to 
Greece in the coming weeks to make the arrangements.

06/10/2020WRY00700Northern Ireland

06/10/2020WRY00800394. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will he meet with 
victims and survivors of the Glenanne gang. [25602/20]

06/10/2020WRY00900400. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will meet with the 
victims and survivors of the Glenanne gang. [28468/20]

06/10/2020WRY01000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
394 and 400 together.

The victims of the so-called Glenanne gang, as with all victims and survivors, must have 
access to an effective investigation and to a process of justice in accordance with the law. There 
is also a clear need for the Stormont House Agreement to be implemented as a comprehensive 
framework for dealing with the legacy of the past, as well as a need for progress on the all-party 
motions of the Dáil on the Dublin Monaghan bombings and related cases. 

The implementation of the Stormont House Agreement forms part of the Programme for 
Government.  The Government also continues to actively pursue the implementation of the all-
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Party Dáil motions which call on the British Government to allow access by an independent, 
international judicial figure to all original documents relating to the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings, as well as the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973, the bombing of Kay’s Tavern in 
Dundalk and the murder of Seamus Ludlow. 

The Government welcomed the announcement by the PSNI on 30 November 2019 that 
former Chief Constable Jon Boutcher will head an Independent Police Team to conduct an ana-
lytical report on collusion in what has become known as the Glenanne Gang series of cases. We 
are conscious that this work by Chief Constable Boutcher is very relevant to a number of cases 
of the utmost concern for victims’ families and survivors, both North and South, who suffered 
in the murderous attacks by the so-called ‘Glenanne Gang’. It is to be hoped that the report be-
ing conducted by Chief Constable Boutcher will contribute to the process of justice, truth and 
acknowledgement of what happened in these awful cases, where collusion is a feature. 

The Government will be supportive of facilitating this investigation, subject to the require-
ments of the law, as we have other investigative processes in Northern Ireland, in relation to the 
attacks conducted by the Glenanne Gang and of course other cases from the Troubles. 

In any scenario, we will continue to engage with the British Government, to pursue all pos-
sible avenues to achieve progress on these issues, consistent with the all-party Dáil motions, 
until a satisfactory resolution is found. 

In relation to the request for a meeting to discuss these cases, I have asked my officials from 
the Department of Foreign Affairs who lead on legacy issues to meet with representatives of the 
victims and survivors as soon as possible, and as current circumstances and restrictions allow, 
for a full discussion of their concerns.

06/10/2020WRY01100Brexit Issues

06/10/2020WRY01200395. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress with the 
UK Government regarding the UK customs preparations for Brexit. [26652/20]

06/10/2020WRY01300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): From 1 January 2021, regardless 
of the outcome of the ongoing negotiations, the UK will no longer be part of the EU’s Single 
Market and Customs Union. This means any business that moves goods from, to or through 
Great Britain will be subject to a range of new customs formalities,  checks and other regulatory 
requirements, that do not apply in any form today to such trade.  

 However, it is important to note that due to the provisions in the Protocol on Ireland and 
Northern Ireland no new checks or controls will apply to goods moving between Ireland and 
Northern Ireland in either direction.

From 1 January 2021 UK customs preparations are a matter for the UK Government. On 13 
July 2020, the UK Government published its Border Operating Model, outlining plans for the 
introduction of border controls on exports to Great Britain from the EU.  These plans indicate 
that UK controls will be implemented in three phases, from 1 January 2021 and with full con-
trols implemented by July 2021. I understand an update of the Border Operations Model will 
issue shortly.

The Government continues to monitor the progress of the UK’s customs preparations for the 
end of the transition period. Our Embassy in London maintains ongoing contact at various lev-
els with officials from the UK Government on customs matters, including in relation to goods 
moving in transit via the UK landbridge. This includes ongoing engagement with officials from 
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the Border Protocol and Delivery Group at the Cabinet Office, Her Majesty’s Revenue and Cus-
toms (HMRC) and the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA).  In ad-
dition, Embassy officials have visited a number of points of entry and exit to the UK to review 
UK preparations on the ground.

It is important that businesses trading with Great Britain, or using the landbridge across 
Great Britain, make themselves aware of their responsibilities in relation to UK customs and 
regulatory checks and controls.

06/10/2020WRY01400Election Monitoring Missions

06/10/2020WRY01500396. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Ireland is sending 
observers to monitor elections under the auspices of the OSCE this year; if not, the reason there-
for; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28566/20]

06/10/2020WRY01600Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): The Department of Foreign Affairs continues to advise against non-essential travel to 
most overseas destinations due to the ongoing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. This is 
based on official public health advice and is in place to protect people’s well-being, which is 
our first priority. In the case of election observation missions in particular, the risks posed by 
overseas travel at this time are compounded by factors such as extensive in-country travel and 
interactions with observers from a significant number of other countries, potentially exposing 
not only election monitors but those with whom they come into contact in the host country to 
COVID-19. 

In light of this, in our role as facilitators of the volunteer roster participation in the EU and 
ODHIR election observation missions, we have taken the decision not to nominate volunteers 
for election observation missions at this time. My officials are keeping the situation under on-
going review in accordance with Government policy ‘Living with Covid’, as well as keeping 
abreast of developments with EU and OSCE focal points for election observation missions. As 
mission requests arise, we will evaluate (taking into account our overall health and travel advice 
as well as Covid-19 measures implemented by mission organisers as well as host countries) 
whether participation would be safe for Irish observers, as well as for the host country and other 
participants, and will decide on nominating volunteers accordingly.

We look forward to Ireland’s return to full participation in election observation missions, 
under conditions that balance this invaluable contribution to safeguarding democracy with the 
exigencies of the pandemic. Ireland remains as committed as ever to upholding democratic 
values, the rule of law, and human rights, and will continue to promote these through all other 
diplomatic means available.

06/10/2020WRY01700EU Directives

06/10/2020WRY01800397. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the cost to his 
Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish 
law; the breakdown, by directive, of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each fine; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28612/20]

06/10/2020WRY01900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs has not paid any fines for non-transposition of EU Directives into Irish law.
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06/10/2020WRY02000Military Aircraft

06/10/2020WRY02100398. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of diplomatic 
clearances sought from Ireland by embassies in advance for overflight of Irish sovereign air-
space by foreign states and military aircraft in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 
2020, in tabular form; the number of diplomatic clearances granted for foreign state and mili-
tary overflight of Irish sovereign airspace for the same period; the countries seeking clearance; 
and the foreign military aircraft that were seeking clearance and subsequently granted clear-
ance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28642/20]

06/10/2020WRY02200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Permission for foreign military 
aircraft to overfly the State is subject to strict conditions. These routinely include stipulations 
that the aircraft must be unarmed, carry no arms, ammunition or explosives and must not en-
gage in intelligence gathering, and that the flights in question must not form part of military 
exercises or operations. Overflights by US military aircraft are permitted without prior notifi-
cation, on the basis that the aircraft are unarmed, carry only cargo and passengers and comply 
with navigational requirements.

The table below provides details of the overflights that took place from 1 January 2017 to 
31 August 2020.  In addition, from 1 January 2017 to August 2020 a further 92 requests were 
refused or cancelled.

Country 2017 Country 2018 Country 2019 Country Jan-August 
2020 

Australia 5 Angola 2 Angola 1 Australia 1 

Bahrain 1 Australia 6 Australia 3 Belgium 8 

Belgium 17 Bahrain 3 Belgium 15 Canada 4 

Bolivia 1 Belgium 26 Canada 36 Colombia 1 

Brazil 1 Canada 14 China 1 Congo 1 

Cameroon 2 Colombia 2 Congo 2 Czech Re-
public 

1 

Canada 16 Cuba 1 Cyprus 2 Egypt 12 

Czech. Rep 6 Cyprus 2 Czech Rep. 5 France 19 

Colombia 1 Czech Rep. 2 Egypt 14 Germany 16 

Cyprus 2 Egypt 17 France 36 Hungary 16 

Egypt 19 France 52 Germany 46 Italy 18 

France 36 Germany 50 Greece 4 Kuwait 1 

Germany 53 Greece 6 Honduras 1 Jordan 5 

Greece 7 Honduras 2 Hungary 22 Nigeria 1 

Hungary 7 India 1 India 2 Qatar 15 

India 2 Italy 17 UAE 7 Russia 1 

Italy 20 Japan 2 Italy 9 Serbia 1 

Iran 2 Jordan 18 Japan 8 Slovak Re-
public 

2 

Iraq 6 Lebanon 2 Jordan 21 Switzerland 2 

Ivory Coast 1 Luxembourg 2 Lebanon 2 Tunisia 2 

Jordan 31 Malaysia 3 Luxembourg 2  USA 307 

Lebanon 2 Mali 1 Malaysia 3 Netherlands 1 

Luxembourg 1 Mexico 1 Morocco 1 

Malaysia 2 Morocco 5 Netherlands 10 

Mali 1 Netherlands 9 New Zealand 1 

Mexico 3 Nigeria 1 Oman 6 

Netherlands 9 Oman 6 Pakistan 4 

Nigeria 1 USA 724 United King-
dom 

2 
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Country 2017 Country 2018 Country 2019 Country Jan-August 
2020 

Oman 2 Vietnam 4 Portugal 1 

Pakistan 4 Poland 1 Qatar 16 

Poland 3 Qatar 9 Romania 2 

Rep. of Ghana 2 Republic of 
Ghana 

1 Slovak Rep 12 

Slovak Rep 15 Slovak Rep 8 Spain 3 

Switzerland 8 Switzerland 8 Switzerland 3 

Tunisia 6 Sweden 1 Togo 1 

Turkey 4 Tunisia 5 Tunisia 5 

Ukraine 1 United King-
dom 

4 Turkey 6 

UAE 1 UAE 2 USA 734 

UK 5 Colombia 1 

US 1419 

Vietnam 1 

Total 1726 Total 1020 Total 1050 TOTALS 435

06/10/2020WRY02300Military Aircraft

06/10/2020WRY02400399. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has held discussions 
with the Minister for Justice and Equality on diplomatic clearances sought from Ireland by 
embassies in advance for overflight of Irish sovereign airspace by foreign states and military 
aircraft; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28643/20]

06/10/2020WRY02500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In advance of the provision of 
diplomatic clearance for overflight of Irish sovereign airspace by foreign State and military 
aircraft, my officials seek the views of the Department of Justice and Equality and other stake-
holders. 

The procedures for the granting of diplomatic clearance are kept under review and my of-
ficials consult with the Department of Justice and Equality and other relevant parties as the need 
arises.

  Question No. 400 answered with Question No. 394.

  Questions Nos. 401 and 402 answered with Question No. 393.

06/10/2020WRY02900Brexit Issues

06/10/2020WRY03000403. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
progress is being made between the European Union and the UK in the context of Brexit; the 
extent to which alternative preparations are being made to facilitate industry here in the event 
of a no-deal Brexit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28820/20]

06/10/2020WRY03100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The ninth round of negotiations 
in the EU-UK Future Relationship concluded on 3 October.  While some progress was made, 
there is still some distance to go on key issues including fisheries, a level playing field for open 
and fair competition and governance. Unlocking these issues is key to moving towards a more 
intensified phase of the talks. President von der Leyen spoke to PM Johnson on 3 October to 
take stock of the negotiations. Contacts between the EU and UK will continue in the period 
ahead with a view to making further progress.
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Given the limited progress we have seen in the EU-UK negotiations to date, the Govern-
ment decided on 29 May that we should plan our readiness work on the basis of two scenarios: 
(i) a limited trade deal (including fisheries), or, (ii) a hard Brexit with the UK and the EU trading 
on WTO terms from 1 January 2021.  

While Ireland continues to support the closest possible future relationship between the EU 
and the UK, prudence dictates that we now plan on this basis. 

The Government’s Brexit Readiness Action Plan was published on 9 September which sets 
out in detail preparations and mitigation measures across a wide range of sectors.  A key focus 
of the Action Plan is to assist business in preparing for the significant changes that will arise on 
1 January 2021.  

The July Jobs Stimulus includes a €20 million “Ready for Customs” package which al-
lows business to claim grants of up to €9,000 per employee hired or redeployed to a dedicated 
customs role. Further support for new customs requirements is available from Clear Customs 
Online 2020 - Skillnet’s free customs training programme, which was also launched on 9 Sep-
tember.  Both these customs-focussed programmes were put in place in response to a need 
highlighted by the business sector.

The Brexit Readiness Action Plan sets out the range of measures business will need to take 
to prepare for the new trading arrangements with Great Britain from 1 January 2021, regardless 
of the outcome of the future relationship negotiations. Subsequently, the Revenue Commission-
ers have written to over 90,000 businesses that have traded with the UK since 2019, enclosing a 
Brexit Readiness Checklist. These letters provide a checklist of issues that need to be addressed 
including customs procedures, supply chains, import duties, cashflow, logistics, accreditations 
and certifications and, where relevant, information from the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine on exporting animals, plants and products of animal and plant origin.  Since 
then, Revenue has contacted 2,500 businesses by phone and will continue its direct phone con-
tact with up to 14,000 businesses over the coming weeks.  Agencies such as Enterprise Ireland, 
Bord Bia and the Local Enterprise Offices continue to provide upskilling and advisory supports, 
while Departments and agencies are organising a range of briefings on an ongoing basis for 
specific sectors, including agriculture and food, construction, retail, transport and logistics.

 Regardless of the outcome of the ongoing negotiations, the end of the transition period 
will mean substantial and lasting change.  The UK will be outside the EU’s Single Market and 
Customs Union from 1 January 2021.  This means that any business that moves goods to, from 
or through Great Britain will be subject to a range of customs formalities, SPS checks and other 
regulatory requirements that do not apply today. 

I would encourages business and citizens to to take steps now to prepare for the end of the 
transition period.

06/10/2020WRY03200Conflict Resolution

06/10/2020WRY03300404. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent of the 
discussions taking place at EU and UN level to address the situation at various war zones 
worldwide including the Armenian Azerbaijani strife; if particular initiatives are contemplated 
to address the issues; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28821/20]

06/10/2020WRY03400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): At EU level the situation in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region was discussed at the European Council on the 1st of October, where 
leaders called for an immediate cessation of hostilities and urged parties to recommit to a lasting 
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ceasefire and the peaceful settlement of the conflict. The European Council stated that there can 
be no military solution to the conflict, nor any external interference and called on Azerbaijan 
and Armenia to engage in substantive negotiations without preconditions. Leaders expressed 
its support for the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs and asked the EU High Representative to 
examine further EU support for the settlement process.

The UN Security Council members expressed support for Secretary-General Guterres’s call 
for an immediate halt to the fighting, and for the central role of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs. Ireland will continue to support these efforts, including when we join the United Na-
tions Security Council in January of next year.

Ireland joins those calling for an immediate cessation of hostilities and a return to the ne-
gotiating table, and we welcome and support the statements of the European Council and the 
OSCE Minsk Co-Chairs calling for this. I am deeply concerned by the recent clashes in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region, in particular along the line of contact, which have regrettably led to 
the loss of life and severe injury, including civilian casualties. 

Ireland urges both sides to de-escalate tensions by refraining from inflammatory rhetoric 
and strictly observing the ceasefire. Only through negotiation, can there be a sustainable resolu-
tion and eventual reconciliation. The road to a peaceful resolution can be long and complex, as 
Ireland knows well, but progress grows from dialogue. Ireland fully supports the Minsk Process 
and we thank both the High Representative and the Co-Chairs Group for their efforts to de-
escalate tensions over recent months. 

We will continue to monitor this evolving situation closely.

06/10/2020WRY03500Irish Aid

06/10/2020WRY03600405. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the degree to which 
bilateral and multilateral aid from Ireland continues to find the destination for which it was in-
tended; the exceptions to the rule; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28822/20]

06/10/2020WRY03700Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): Ireland’s international development policy, A Better World, has as its overarching objec-
tive the commitment to reach the furthest behind first. Peer Reviews by the OECD Develop-
ment Assistance Committee (DAC) have consistently found Ireland’s development cooperation 
to be of the highest quality, commending our poverty focus and commitment to Least Devel-
oped Countries. 

Ireland works with a variety of partners in order to reach those in greatest need, using a com-
bination of bilateral and multilateral aid channels. The partners we work with are considered 
and measured on the extent to which they can deliver against this overarching objective and the 
policy priority areas as set out in A Better World. 

Both bilateral and multilateral aid play an important and complementary role in ensuring 
that Ireland’s ODA is directed to where it is needed most and has the maximum impact on the 
lives of those furthest behind.  

Ireland’s multilateral partnerships, including our work through the EU and United Nations, 
give Ireland a significant global presence and footprint, including in fragile states and conflict-
affected contexts. This enables Ireland to direct vital assistance to people living in challenging, 
insecure and difficult to access environments. 
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Our bilateral partnerships, which includes partnerships with Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs), focus on our thematic and geographic priorities, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Partnership with civil society is one of the hallmarks of Ireland’s development cooperation 
approach. We are one of the leading OECD DAC donors is providing support to and through 
CSOs. 

These partnership enable us to deliver support to vulnerable communities across the globe.

06/10/2020WRY03800Irish Aid

06/10/2020WRY03900406. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
Ireland continues to live up to international commitments in terms of overseas aid, bilateral and 
multilateral; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28823/20]

06/10/2020WRY04000Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): Ireland’s development cooperation has maintained a strong reputation for targeting and 
delivering support to countries and communities in greatest need across the globe. Our Official 
Development Assistance (ODA) is delivered with, and through, a wide range of bilateral and 
multilateral partners. 

The OECD Development Assistance Committee’s recent peer review (May 2020) found that 
Ireland ‘walks the talk’ in allocating ODA to least developed countries and fragile states, prior-
ity partners and sectors. Ireland is noted as a constructive and reliable partner to multilateral 
organisations, with funding that is of high quality. In terms of our bilateral partnerships, Ireland 
is one of the leading DAC donors in providing support to and through Civil Society Organisa-
tions (CSOs), with the OECD peer review finding that these relationships are characterised by 
mutual trust, quality funding, and an open culture for substantive and regular dialogue.  

In Our Shared Future, the Programme for Government, the Government committed to mak-
ing incremental, sustainable progress towards achieving the UN target of spending 0.7% of 
Gross National Income (GNI) to Official Development Assistance (ODA) by 2030. In mak-
ing this commitment, the Government recognised that reaching 0.7% will require a significant 
expansion in ODA volumes over the next decade and that, at times, difficult choices would be 
required between competing priorities. Reaching 0.7% would mean sustained, substantial in-
creases during and beyond the lifetime of the current Dáil. 

Progress is being made toward the 0.7%. target. From 2014 to 2020 Ireland’s allocations to 
ODA grew from €614 million to almost €838 million, the sixth consecutive year allocations to 
ODA were increased. On Budget day October 2019, it was predicted that the GNI/ODA per-
centage this year would be in the region of 0.31%. Further sustained, managed increments will 
be required to deliver on the 0.7% commitment by 2030, taking into consideration the range of 
demands across Government and the capacity of the public finances to meet them.  Growing the 
ODA programme in a steady, measured and graduated manner will ensure that we protect and 
nurture the good reputation and quality of Irish Aid’s work into the future.

06/10/2020WRY04100EU Enlargement

06/10/2020WRY04200407. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the degree to 
which discussions between the EU and countries in the western Balkans continue in the context 
of EU enlargement; the level of agreement reached to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28824/20]
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06/10/2020WRY04300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): In March 2020, Member States 
agreed an enhanced accession methodology, which seeks to make the accession process more 
credible and dynamic, by clustering together negotiating Chapters and phasing in participation 
in EU programmes and policies. The enhanced methodology also recognises the need for more 
decisive measures proportionally sanctioning any serious or prolonged stagnation or even back-
sliding in reform implementation. 

In terms of the progress of individual Western Balkan countries, Serbia and Montenegro are 
both currently negotiating Chapters of the Acquis with the EU. Serbia has opened negotiations 
on 18 Chapters, with two provisionally closed. Montenegro has opened all Chapters and provi-
sionally closed three. The European Commission is expected to publish its Annual Enlargement 
Package and country reports on 6th October 2020. The country reports for 2019 assessed both 
Serbia and Montenegro as having both made progress, but there remain areas for improvement. 
Serbia needs to make significant progress in alignment with the EU’s Common Foreign and Se-
curity Policy and the normalisation of relations with Kosovo, while Montenegro must address 
shortcomings in the areas of media freedom, fight against corruption and trafficking, and turn 
its attention to the closing of Chapters.

Kosovo is a potential candidate for Membership of the EU. The Commission’s report on 
Kosovo in 2019 noted that the political situation in Kosovo remains challenging. Rule of law, 
judicial reform, public administration reform, organised crime and normalisation of the rela-
tionship with Serbia are just some of the areas that must be comprehensively addressed in order 
for Kosovo to advance on its European path. It will be some time before Kosovo can qualify as 
a candidate country.

Regarding North Macedonia and Albania. It was agreed by the European Council in March 
2020 to open negotiations with both countries. The draft negotiating frameworks are currently 
being discussed by Member States. Once these are agreed, we can proceed to the first Intergov-
ernmental Conference. Ireland warmly welcomes the opening of accession negotiations with 
both countries and looks forward to the first Intergovernmental Conferences taking place at the 
earliest opportunity.

In relation to Bosnia-Herzegovina, we await the annual report due to be published on 6th 
October. In 2019, the Commission set out 14 recommendations in the areas of democracy, rule 
of law, fundamental rights, and public administration reform that need to be implemented be-
fore the opening of accession negotiations with Bosnia-Herzegovina can be considered. 

Ireland will continue to support all of the six Western Balkans countries on their path to-
wards Europe.

06/10/2020WRZ00200Foreign Conflicts

06/10/2020WRZ00300408. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
the EU and the UN continue to monitor the activities of Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28825/20]

06/10/2020WRZ00400Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Deputy Colm Bro-
phy): Ireland condemns the acts of violence and terror perpetrated by Boko Haram and Al 
Shabaab. Ireland supports the EU, UN and other international efforts to reduce the influence 
of Boko Haram and Al Shabaab in the region and to prevent their attacks, especially against 
civilians. 

The UN is active in working to undermine the influence and impact of Al Shabaab and 
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Boko Haram. The UN continues to monitor the situation in areas affected by Boko Haram in the 
Lake Chad Basin, through its Office for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS), as well as at its 
Peacebuilding Commission, in which Ireland actively participates. The UN-mandated African 
Union-led peacekeeping mission in Somalia (AMISOM) supports the Federal Government of 
Somalia in its efforts to combat Al Shabaab. 

The EU is one of the main financial contributors to AMISOM and it has also pledged €50 
million in funding to the Multinational Joint Taskforce to improve security in West African ter-
ritories affected by Boko Haram. More broadly, the EU supports the strengthening of govern-
ment institutions and provides significant development funding in Somalia, and in the countries 
affected by Boko Haram’s terrorist activities, notably through its Emergency Trust Fund for 
Africa. Ireland is a long-term donor to the Emergency Trust Fund for Africa and has committed 
over €15 million to the Fund.

The Council Conclusions of June 2020 reaffirm the EU’s commitment to tackling terrorism 
across Africa, particularly in the Sahel and Horn of Africa.  The EU has three Common Security 
and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions in the Horn of Africa. A number of Irish nationals are 
deployed to EUCAP Somalia, including the current Head of Mission. In the Sahel, 13 Defence 
Forces personnel participate in EUTM Mali, and Ireland also deploys one expert to the Civilian 
CSDP mission in Niger.    Ireland’s participation in these missions allows us to contribute to 
international peace and security, protect human rights, and support conditions for sustainable 
development in the region.

Ireland also works bilaterally to promote peace and security in areas affected by armed 
groups. Ireland places a strong emphasis on tackling the poverty, hunger and exclusion which 
can contribute to radicalisation. We are members of the International Support Group of the Re-
gional Stabilisation Strategy for the Lake Chad Basin (ISG), and observer members of the Sahel 
Alliance. Both groups offer international partners a forum to coordinate support in addressing 
the challenges in Boko Haram-affected areas of the Lake Chad Basin. 

In addition, Ireland works with partners to respond to humanitarian need in regions affected 
by conflict. Ireland has provided €27 million in humanitarian funding to the Lake Chad region 
since 2015. Ireland has also been a consistent supporter of the humanitarian response in Soma-
lia, providing over €50 million in humanitarian assistance since 2012, including to communities 
displaced by conflict in Al Shabaab-held areas. With humanitarian needs in these regions likely 
to remain acute, Irish funding will continue to target those most in need.

The Embassies of Ireland in Nairobi, Addis Ababa and Abuja will continue to actively mon-
itor the situation on the ground, advise on humanitarian response and guide Ireland’s engage-
ment in EU and UN fora, particularly as we take up our Security Council seat in 2021.

06/10/2020WRZ00500Foreign Conflicts

06/10/2020WRZ00600409. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the degree to which 
the EU and the UN continue to focus on various trouble spots worldwide in which child soldiers 
are involved in conflict; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28875/20]

06/10/2020WRZ00700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The recruitment and use of child 
soldiers remains a serious problem with tens of thousands of children recruited and used as 
soldiers in conflicts around the world. 

EU policy on child soldiers is set out in Guidelines on Children and Armed Conflict, first 
adopted in 2003 and revised in 2008. These aim to persuade governments and organisations 



Questions - Written Answers

196

around the world to fully respect international humanitarian law and human rights law that 
protects children from armed conflict. The Guidelines commit the EU to address the impact of 
armed conflict on children and fight against impunity for those who are involved in the recruit-
ment of child soldiers.

In 1999, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 1261 on the impact of armed conflict 
on children. Since then, the Security Council has established tools to strengthen child protection 
and to support international standards, including a systematic and comprehensive monitoring 
and reporting mechanism. 

In December 1996, the UN General Assembly created the mandate of the UN Special Rep-
resentative for Children and Armed Conflict to advocate for the protection and well-being of 
children affected by armed conflict and develop best practices to address the recruitment and 
use of child soldiers. The Secretary-General of the UN also issues an annual report on children 
and armed conflict which examines both trends and specific country situations, listing all armed 
groups – both state and non-state – that recruit and use children. 

Ireland is a member of the Group of Friends of Children and Armed Conflict at the United 
Nations in New York, a network of 47 Member States who support the continued focus on Chil-
dren and Armed Conflict, as well as the promotion and protection of rights of children affected 
by conflict.

Ireland continues to combat the use of child soldiers through our development programme, 
Irish Aid, with a focus on addressing the socio-economic causes that contribute to this situa-
tion, through providing access to education, skills and livelihood opportunities, a priority also 
reflected in our development policy A Better World.

06/10/2020WRZ00800Middle East Peace Process

06/10/2020WRZ00900410. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the extent to which 
efforts continue in the Middle Eastern peace process, in particular with reference to the need 
for permanent structures to encourage progress in Gaza; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28816/20]

06/10/2020WRZ01000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I have given a high priority to the 
Middle East Peace Process since my appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade in 
2017, and I continue to do so as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Defence in the 
current Government. I have made four working visits to Israel and Palestine, most recently in 
December 2019.

The Programme for Government states that the Government will “Maintain and build our 
relationships with both Israel and the Palestinian Authority and remain active on the Middle 
East Peace Process. Ireland’s longstanding support for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict will remain an integral aspect of our foreign policy and we will continue to build 
consensus at EU level to take a more proactive approach in supporting a negotiated two-state 
solution and lasting peace process”.

Ireland has long worked to keep attention on Gaza. In my last visit to Gaza in December 
2019, I saw for myself the impact of the blockade. Ireland contributes humanitarian assistance 
to alleviate the worst of this suffering, including through our support for UNRWA, which is a 
key provider of public services, health and education in Gaza. I have initiated an Irish-funded 
solar power project in Gaza, which will help improve water quality in the area. More recently, 
my Department allocated additional funding to support the medical response to COVID 19 in 
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the Gaza Strip.

I welcome the agreement announced on 31 August to de-escalate the situation in and around 
Gaza. This should now be fully respected by all parties, including the reopening of the Kerem 
Shalom border crossing, allowing fuel deliveries to Gaza’s electricity plant, and the restoration 
of Gaza’s fishing zone.

The roots of the problem in Gaza are political and cannot be solved by funding alone. I have 
consistently called for the lifting of the blockade, so that normal life and normal economic ac-
tivity can resume, and I will continue to make every effort to ensure that the situation in Gaza 
remains high on the international agenda.

06/10/2020WRZ01100Northern Ireland

06/10/2020WRZ01200411. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has had discus-
sions with the UK Government on the decision not to prosecute British soldiers for their role in 
the Bloody Sunday massacre. [28472/20]

06/10/2020WRZ01300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government has noted the 
announcement on 29 September last by the Public Prosecution Service of Northern Ireland to 
uphold their decision not to prosecute 15 soldiers in connection with the events of Bloody Sun-
day, following an internal review.

We understand the disappointment felt by all of the families involved in seeking this review, 
and who have spent so many years in pursuit of justice for their loved ones.  Their dedication 
has been unwavering on what has been a long and difficult road, and our thoughts are with all 
of the families of those who were killed or injured on that day. Officials in my Department are 
remaining in contact with the families at this time.

The NI Public Prosecution Service has confirmed that, while Soldier F is among the 15 
individuals to which these new decisions relate, the prosecution that commenced against him 
in 2019 continues. It is important that nothing is said or done that could be seen to prejudice 
ongoing due legal process.

All victims’ families must have access to an effective investigation and to a process of jus-
tice in accordance with the law and regardless of the perpetrator. 

The Stormont House Agreement sets out a framework for dealing with the legacy of the 
past, agreed by all parties and by both the Irish and British Governments.  It must be imple-
mented, and that commitment to implementation forms part of the Programme for Government.

In March, the British Government proposed significant changes to the Stormont House 
Agreement framework. I have engaged  with the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and 
others to set out the  Government’s position and serious concerns in relation to those changes. 
Only through a collective approach can we hope to deal with these issues comprehensively and 
fairly, and in a way that responds to the needs of victims and survivors, and society as a whole.

06/10/2020WRZ01400Culture Policy

06/10/2020WRZ01500412. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the embassies in which 
cultural officers for Ireland have been appointed; the date of each respective appointment; the 
number of applications that were received for each respective post; the further embassies in 
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which cultural officers have yet to be appointed; when such appointments will be made; the role 
of the cultural officers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28871/20]

06/10/2020WRZ01600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The appointment of specialist 
Cultural Officers in priority locations worldwide was identified in the Government’s Global 
Ireland 2025 strategy as a key action to widen and deepen our global cultural presence and en-
gagement.  This new strategic capability is being delivered in a close partnership between my 
Department and the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.  

The initial three positions in Berlin, New York and London were approved and advertised 
this year. 30 applications for the Berlin post were received by the due date, 459 for the New 
York post and 174 for the London post.  In the case of Berlin, the successful candidate assumed 
the role on 24 August 2020.  The New York and London recruitments are ongoing and at an 
advanced stage.

Four other priority locations for the appointment of Cultural Officers were identified in 
Global Ireland 2025 - Beijing, Los Angeles, Paris and Tokyo - with the possibility of additional 
locations in the lifetime of the strategy. The timing for recruitment to these posts is in each case 
subject to resources and to conditions and requirements in the relevant location. 

The role of the Cultural Officers is to enhance the promotion of Irish arts and culture in the 
relevant countries and regions, working to achieve the objectives of the relevant Missions and 
of Culture Ireland under the strategic guidance of both Departments.  I am arranging to forward 
to the Deputy the complete role descriptions for the three positions to date.

06/10/2020WRZ01700Human Rights

06/10/2020WRZ01800413. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has per-
sonally raised the issue of correction camps in Xinjiang province in China with his Chinese 
interlocutors; if the issue has been raised by his officials with the Chinese authorities or in other 
multilateral fora; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28892/20]

06/10/2020WRZ01900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland, along with our EU part-
ners, remains deeply concerned about the credible reports regarding the treatment of ethnic Ui-
ghurs and other minorities in Xinjiang, including reports on restrictions on freedom of religion 
and belief, arbitrary detention, widespread surveillance, forced labour, and forced sterilisations 
and birth control in the region.

Ireland has been vocal about raising this issue, along with other partners in the international 
community. [Today, Ireland is supporting a Joint Statement at the UN Third Committee which 
reiterates our grave concern regarding the situation in Xinjiang, and recalls the exceptional 
letter of concern issued by 50 UN Special Procedures mandate holders which called on China 
to respect human rights and to allow immediate, meaningful and unfettered access to Xinjiang 
for independent observers.] In our national statement at the UN Human Rights Council on 25 
September, Ireland also urged China to allow unrestricted access to the region for the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights.

At EU level, the deterioration of the human rights situation, including the treatment of mi-
norities in Xinjiang, was raised by EU leaders with China on 14 September, and it was agreed to 
discuss these issues further at an EU-China Human Rights Dialogue later this year. The matter 
was also raised during the EU-China Summit on the 22 June. 

Prior to this, Ireland was also one of 28 States to sign up to a Joint Statement at the UN Hu-
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man Rights Council on 30 June 2020, which also called on the High Commissioner to provide 
regular information about the situation in the region, in order to safeguard the rights and free-
doms that are guaranteed under international law.

Ireland has previously supported a Joint Statement at the UN Third Committee in October 
2019, and a Joint Letter at the UN Human Rights Council in July 2019, which called for the 
Chinese Government to urgently implement eight recommendations made by the Committee 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination related to Xinjiang, and to uphold its international 
obligations and respect human rights in Xinjiang.

The protection and promotion of human rights is a core pillar of Ireland’s foreign policy, 
and Ireland will continue to monitor and assess the situation and, along with our EU partners, 
engage with Chinese authorities bilaterally and in multilateral fora as appropriate.

06/10/2020WRZ02000Brexit Issues

06/10/2020WRZ02100414. Deputy Cathal Berry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress that has been 
made on securing additional direct shipping routes to the continent in order to circumvent the 
UK landbridge; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28905/20]

06/10/2020WRZ02200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ensuring that the UK landbridge 
remains an efficient and effective route to market for Irish traders is a priority of the Govern-
ment’s Brexit planning.  When the transition period ends on 31 December 2020, operators will 
still be able to move goods via the landbridge but the way they use the landbridge will change.  
Each movement will involve new procedures and require a financial guarantee to be in place.

The UK’s accession to the Common Transit Convention (CTC) is welcome. The CTC al-
lows EU goods to transit through the UK without undergoing full customs import and export 
formalities on entry and exit from the UK. We continue to work positively with our EU partners 
on addressing challenges in EU ports for traffic in transit via the landbridge.  However, the 
Government has pointed out for some time now including in our 2019 and 2020 readiness plans 
that there will likely be delays at ports immediately after the end of the transition period, with 
Dover-Calais identified as a particular likely bottleneck. This is outside of our control.  By con-
trast, goods moving directly between Ireland and elsewhere in the EU will not be subject to any 
new procedures.  The Government has been engaging extensively with the shipping sector to 
assess the capacity available on direct routes to continental ports and I am working closely with 
my colleague Eamonn Ryan, the Minister for Transport. There is ongoing extensive engage-
ment with the shipping sector who have indicated that sufficient capacity shipping is available 
on direct routes to continental ports.  This is also the view of the Department of Transport and 
the assessment of the Irish Maritime Development Office who carried out a study of the UK 
landbridge in 2018, and who are currently updating that assessment based on developments 
since then.

A number of new direct services have already been launched in the last year, including; 
Cork – Zeebrugge, Dublin – Santander, Waterford – Rotterdam, Rosslare – Bilbao and Rosslare 
– Roscoff.  Extra sailings are also planned in 2021, including Rosslare – Cherbourg, Cork – 
Roscoff.  Ferry operators have indicated they are capable of responding to any further increase 
in demand.  I encourage engagement between traders, hauliers and ferry companies to align 
capacity with needs.  I would also  encourage traders, where it is feasible to do so, to avoid the 
risk of disruption by moving to direct services now and not wait until after 1 January 2021.
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06/10/2020WRZ02300EU Migration Crisis

06/10/2020WRZ02400415. Deputy Cathal Berry asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his position on the situ-
ation pertaining to the refugees in Lesbos; the number Ireland plans to accept; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28906/20]

06/10/2020WRZ02500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am deeply saddened by the fire 
at the Moria camp on Lesbos and the impact this has had on the refugees and migrants based 
there. The very sudden displacement of thousands of people has caused great suffering to those 
in the camp, as well as posing a huge logistical challenge for the Greek authorities in the midst 
of the pandemic.

My colleague, the Minister for European Affairs, Thomas Byrne, spoke with his Greek 
counterpart immediately after the fire to offer Ireland’s full solidarity and support. The Greek 
authorities requested assistance from EU Partners in dealing with the immediate humanitarian 
needs arising from the fire. My Department, through our Embassy in Athens, is in contact with 
the Greek Ministry of Migration Policy and has confirmed Ireland’s readiness to provide as-
sistance from emergency stocks which we have in place at the UN Logistics Base in Brindisi, 
Italy.  The Greek authorities have thanked us for this offer of assistance, and we stand ready to 
work with them regarding the deployment of the emergency supplies.

In terms of the situation within the camp, Greek authorities have started to transfer refugees 
and migrants to the Greek mainland in order to reduce overcrowding. In addition, the European 
Commission has now established a dedicated Taskforce with the aim of resolving the emer-
gency situation on Lesbos effectively and humanely. The Taskforce will work closely with the 
Greek authorities to build new reception facilities in the coming months, which will be of a 
European standard and will provide access to healthcare and adequate sanitation.

As Minister for Foreign Affairs, I have repeatedly urged the need for greater solidarity and 
burden-sharing among Member States in dealing with the wider issue of migration. The migra-
tion crisis continues to be one of the major challenges confronting the European Union and it 
needs to be urgently addressed. We must find more sustainable solutions involving consensus 
among Member States based on solidarity and responsibility. I am committed to continuing to 
work with our EU partners to resolve these issues and to ensure that humanitarian and legal 
obligations continue to be met.

On 23 September 2020, the Commission published a major new proposal on reforming the 
EU migration and asylum system - a “New Pact on Migration and Asylum”. I welcome this 
initiative by the Commission. The publication of the Migration Pact proposals represents an 
opportunity to renew and intensify efforts to agree a common approach and put in place more 
effective and humane arrangements to manage the considerable migratory pressures that Eu-
rope continues to face.

We in Ireland are endeavouring to do our part, having already received 1022 asylum seekers 
(including six unaccompanied minors) from Greece under the first phase of the Irish Refugee 
Protection Programme. 

In the context of the very difficult situation now arising from the destruction of the Moria 
refugee camp, the Government has decided that Ireland will welcome refugee families from 
Greece under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP). Up to 50 people in family groups 
will be resettled following displacement due to the fire.  This is in addition to the four unac-
companied minors, to be taken as part of our overall commitment to take 36 unaccompanied 
minors from Greece.
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Officials from the Department of Justice and Equality are liaising with the European Com-
mission on the detail of this commitment, and along with An Garda Síochána will travel to 
Greece in the coming weeks to make the arrangements.

06/10/2020WRZ02600Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRZ02700416. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has engaged 
a third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to conduct online 
and-or social media monitoring and-or provide reports on social media coverage of his Depart-
ment; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media platforms being monitored will 
be provided. [28917/20]

06/10/2020WRZ02800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): There were no such costs in-
curred by my Department in 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has procured an external monitoring service 
for press and broadcast media. While this contract allows for social media monitoring if re-
quired, this element is not currently utilised. The Department monitors its own and external so-
cial media activity through free analytical tools provided by the major social media platforms.

06/10/2020WRZ02900Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRZ03000417. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of staff 
in his Department on sick leave between March and September by month in 2019 and to date 
2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; the 
number of sick days accounted for by his Department over the period; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28935/20]

06/10/2020WRZ03100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The arrangements for staff on 
sick leave are covered by the Public Service Management (Sick Leave) 2014 Regulations, SI 
124 of 2014 and the Public Service Management (Sick Leave) (Amendment) Regulations 2015, 
SI No. 384/15.

The below table highlights the number of staff recorded as being on sick leave with the as-
sociated number of sick accumulated sick days for the periods in question. These figures have 
been compiled and supplied by the NSSO.

Month Year No. of Staff on Sick Leave No. of Sick Leave Days 

January 2019

2020 203 1382

February 2019

2020 217 1562

March 2019 172 1,090 

2020 151 1,293 

April 2019 159 1,056 

2020 50 827 

May 2019 177 1,090 

2020 46 698 

June 2019 160 1,188 

2020 68 826 

July 2019 194 1,382 
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Month Year No. of Staff on Sick Leave No. of Sick Leave Days 

2020 85 793 

August 2019 190 1,377 

2020 100 946 

September 2019 223 1,553 

2020 99 831

06/10/2020WRZ03200Defence Forces Remuneration

06/10/2020WRZ03300418. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if a circular (details sup-
plied) details the fact that members of the Defence Forces are classed under the same pay and 
conditions as public servants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28199/20]

06/10/2020WRZ03400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The circular to which the Deputy refers 
specifically relates to employment in the Civil Service and is governed by the Civil Service 
Regulation Acts 1956-2005. The arrangements for pay and allowances in the Permanent De-
fence Force are set by Defence Force Regulations S3, made pursuant to the Defence Act 1954 
-2015.

The matter is currently the subject of a claim through the Conciliation and Arbitration 
(C&A) scheme for members of the Permanent Defence Force. As the proceedings of Concili-
ation Council are confidential to the parties, it would not be appropriate for me to comment 
further at this stage.

06/10/2020WRZ03500Defence Forces

06/10/2020WRZ03600419. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Defence the status of a matter (details 
supplied) in relation to the awarding of medals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28278/20]

06/10/2020WRZ03700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The siege of Jadotville was a prominent 
event that occurred during Ireland’s peacekeeping mission in the Congo in September 1961. 
“A” Company, 35th Infantry Battalion took responsibility for the UN post at Jadotville on 3rd 
September 1961. On the 9th September, a large force of Katangese Gendarmerie surrounded 
them and early on the morning of the 13th September “A” Company came under attack. From 
the 13th to the 17th September they endured almost continuous attack. They were taken into 
captivity on the 17th September and remained in captivity until finally released on the 25th 
October 1961.

The issue of the award of medals to the men of “A” Company, 35th Infantry Battalion was 
addressed in 1962 and 1965. A properly constituted Medals Board considered the various cases 
presented. The board did not award any medals whose citations mention Jadotville. The Chief 
of Staff of the day considered the decision of the Board and was satisfied with the findings. 
Subsequently at that time, the question was raised again in a letter to a newly appointed Chief 
of Staff. He forwarded the letter to the original Medals Board and asked that they reconvene and 
review their decision. The Board indicated that the issues raised had received due consideration 
and that they were not prepared to alter their findings.  

A review was conducted in 2004 by military officers for the purpose of a broader exami-
nation of the Jadotville case. This Board recommended that the events of Jadotville and the 
contribution of the 35th Battalion be given recognition. In this context, a number of measures 
have taken place to honour and to commemorate the events at Jadotville and the very significant 
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contribution of “A” Company and of the 35th Battalion, as a whole, to the UN Peace Support 
Mission in the Congo.

Recognition of their contribution over the years include: 

A. A presentation of scrolls to “A” Company in 2006.

B. Portraits of Lt Col McNamee (35th Battalion Commander) and Comdt Quinlan (Com-
pany Commander “A” Company) were commissioned in 2006. 

C. In July of 2010 the 50th anniversary of the first deployment to the Congo was commemo-
rated in a highly publicised and well attended event in Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel. 

D. A nominal roll of “A” Company, printed in copper, was affixed to the monument in 
Custume Barracks and was unveiled as part of the 50th Anniversary of the Jadotville affair in 
September 2011. 

E. On the occasion of the 55th anniversary of the Siege of Jadotville, a Unit Citation to 
honour the collective actions and bravery of the men of “A” Company was issued. This was the 
first time a Unit Citation was awarded within the Defence Forces.  

Furthermore, on 13th June 2017, the Government decided, as an exceptional step, to award 
a medal known as “An Bonn Jadotville” or “The Jadotville Medal” to each member of “A” 
Company, 35th Infantry Battalion and to the family representatives of deceased members to 
give full and due recognition in honour of their courageous actions at the Siege of Jadotville.  
This medal presentation ceremony took place on 2nd December 2017 in Custume Barracks, 
Athlone.  This location is considered the spiritual home of “A” Company and it is from here that 
“A” company assembled in advance of their fateful deployment to the Congo.

I would like to thank the Deputy for the correspondence  submitted with this Parliamentary 
Question. This correspondence quite rightly outlines the courage and bravery of “A” Company. 
Over the past number of years similar representations have been received and all have been 
considered and responded to acknowledging the valiant actions of “A” Company while under 
siege in Jadotville.   

With regard to enquiries about any additional medals, it has been previously indicated that 
any additional documentation, information or evidence to support the request to award such 
medals will be considered.  At this juncture, no new information has come to light.

06/10/2020WRZ03800Defence Forces

06/10/2020WRZ03900420. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Defence his views on a matter (details 
supplied) regarding exam leave for Army recruits; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28295/20]

06/10/2020WRZ04000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised by the Military Authorities 
that the provisions for the granting of Leave to members of the Permanent Defence Force are 
set out in Defence Forces Regulation A11.

This Regulation provides that Special leave with pay may be granted to a member of the 
Permanent Defence Force for the purpose of attending examinations held by the Public Ap-
pointments Service, the Department of Education, the Universities, recognised professional 
institutions, the Institute of Public Administration and other similar bodies.
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Any member of the Permanent Defence Force who wishes to avail of such leave should 
submit their request to their respective Unit Commander.

06/10/2020WRZ04100Defence Forces Properties

06/10/2020WRZ04200421. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Defence if a club (details supplied) 
will be permitted to use again the Gaelic pitch at Cathal Brugha Barracks, Rathmines, Dublin 
6, which it has used for many years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28373/20]

06/10/2020WRZ04300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department is committed to ongoing 
positive engagement with local schools and club communities in allowing the use of military 
facilities, where possible.  In light of COVID-19, all long term and routine users of such fa-
cilities were notified at the time that the use of facilities was suspended. My Department will 
be in touch with clubs and other such users shortly with a view to informing them, subject to 
the requirements of the Defence Forces, as to the extent that facilities may be available for the 
period ahead.

06/10/2020WRZ04400EU Directives

06/10/2020WRZ04500422. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Defence the cost to his Depart-
ment to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish law; 
the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each fine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28607/20]

06/10/2020WRZ04600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am advised that no EU fines were paid 
by my Department relating to the non-transposition of EU directives into Irish law.

06/10/2020WRAA00200Defence Forces Remuneration

06/10/2020WRAA00300423. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Defence the specific timeframe for which the 
two completed reports, with regard to the R2 Tech 2-6 pay arrangements of the high-level plan 
Strengthening Our Defence Forces, will remain under consideration before a decision is taken 
on the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28639/20]

06/10/2020WRAA00400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): A review of technical pay was provided 
for in the Public Service Agreement 2010 - 2014 (Croke Park Agreement). The purpose of the 
review in the context of the agreement was to rationalise existing technical pay arrangements 
and consider if the requirements could be met in a more cost effective manner. A review of 
Technical Pay Group 1 was conducted in 2014 and came into effect at the beginning of 2015.

While the review of Technical Pay grades 2 - 6 in the Defence Forces was in progress, the 
Public Service Pay Commission made recommendations relating to the review which were 
substantially different to the focus of the original review.

The Public Service Pay Commission recommended that the review of Technical Pay Groups 
2 - 6 be completed at the earliest opportunity, without compromising the Public Service Stabil-
ity Agreement. Two detailed Reports have been completed in line with the High Level Imple-
mentation Plan - Strengthening our Defence Forces - Phase 1. 

This matter will be considered in the negotiations on the next public service pay agreement.
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06/10/2020WRAA00500Defence Forces Remuneration

06/10/2020WRAA00600424. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Defence the definition of a medium-term 
project (details supplied); the status of the medium-term project; the deadline for completion of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28640/20]

06/10/2020WRAA00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Report of the Public Service Pay 
Commission (PSPC) on Recruitment and Retention in the Defence Forces was published on 
the 4th of July 2019. The Report was accepted in full by the Government at that time and, to 
facilitate implementation, an extensive High Level Plan titled “”Strengthening our Defence 
Forces – Phase One” was also agreed and published on the same date. 

The High Level Plan provides for actions or projects to be undertaken to deliver on the 
PSPC recommendations. It also proposes a timeframe for actions or projects to commence and 
identifies the lead actor to implement the action or project. The timeframe for commencement 
of actions is split into four distinct timelines i.e. immediate, short-term, medium-term and long-
term. The Plan defines the timeframes as follows:

- Immediate (i.e. action to commence and be completed within 1 month of approval of this 
Plan);

- Short-term (i.e. action to commence (and in some cases be completed) within 3 months of 
approval of this Plan);

- Medium-term (i.e. action to commence (and in some cases to completed within 3 –6 
months of approval of this Plan); and

- Long-term (i.e. action to commence within 6 –12 months of approval of this Plan).

The review of pay structures was set out as a medium term project being led by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform in anticipation that such a review would take place in 
the context of discussions on a new Public Sector Pay Agreement and that these would com-
mence in that time-frame. However, these discussions did not take place within that anticipated 
timeframe.

The Programme for Government, which was published in June 2020,, contains a commit-
ment to establish an independent Commission on the Defence Forces which will consider, 
amongst other matters, pay and allowances and composition of the Defence Forces. The Pro-
gramme for Government also states that upon completion of the Commissions work, a perma-
nent pay review body for the Defence Forces will be established.

06/10/2020WRAA00800Defence Forces Personnel

06/10/2020WRAA00900425. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Defence if consideration will be 
given to extending the upper age limit for sergeants to 56 years of age and senior non-commis-
sioned officers to 60 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28697/20]

06/10/2020WRAA01000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Military life places unique demands on 
individuals and it is necessary that Defence Forces personnel are prepared to meet the chal-
lenges of all military operations. To this end, it is vital the age and health profile of personnel be 
such as to ensure that operational capability and effectiveness are not compromised in any way.

The age and fitness profile of the Permanent Defence Force was an issue of serious concern 
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during the 1990’s and was the subject of severe criticism in a series of external reports. One of 
the key areas identified for urgent action was the development of a manpower policy with an 
emphasis on lowering the age profile of Permanent Defence Force personnel. 

As a result, new terms and conditions were introduced for personnel enlisting after 1 Janu-
ary 1994 and new contracts for enlisted personnel were for a period of five years’ service. Since 
that time, the maximum period of service has been extended out to twenty-one years for line 
Privates and Corporals. 

In 2015, following an adjudication in the Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme for PDF 
members, it was agreed that all Privates and Corporals in receipt of Tech Pay Group 3 or higher 
could be extended to age 50 subject to meeting certain criteria for continuance in service. A 
review of contracts of service for Line Corporals and Privates and Corporals in receipt of Tech-
nical Pay 1 and 2 was also recommended. 

An agreement was subsequently reached with PDFORRA in 2019 that all Privates and Cor-
porals recruited post 1994, be allowed to continue in service to 31 December 2022 (or until they 
reach the age of 50), provided these personnel met certain criteria during the interim period, 
including medical grades and fitness tests. This agreement was subsequently extended to in-
clude post 1994 Sergeants, who also could continue in service to the same date, subject to their 
meeting agreed criteria in the interim period. 

A review of service limits for enlisted personnel is currently being progressed in the context 
of a broader review provided for in the High Level Implementation Plan - “Strengthening Our 
Defence Forces”. As this review which will encompass upper age limits for Privates, Corporals 
and Sergeants as well as senior NCOs is currently underway, it would be inappropriate to pre-
empt any recommendations that may arise.

06/10/2020WRAA01100Defence Forces

06/10/2020WRAA01200426. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence the dates on which the Curragh 
forum has met over the past three years; the details of its work programme; if there have been 
recent developments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28862/20]

06/10/2020WRAA01300427. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence the status of the most recent 
meeting of the Curragh forum; the areas addressed and actions taken arising from the meeting; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28863/20]

06/10/2020WRAA01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 426 and 
427 together.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Curragh Forum was established to provide an opportu-
nity for key stakeholders to consider and progress a wide range of issues regarding the use and 
management of the Curragh Plains. On the last occasion when the Forum met in January 2018 
it was attended by representatives of Kildare County Council, the Department of Defence, the 
Defence Forces, An Garda Síochána, the Curragh Racecourse Limited, Horse Racing Ireland, 
and the Irish Racehorse Trainers Association. 

As a result of these discussions, Kildare County Council produced an indicative ‘Vision’ 
document for the Curragh Plains. Since then my Department together with Kildare County 
Council has agreed to jointly fund a Consultancy Study to fully scope out the issues arising and 
make recommendations for the future management strategy for the Curragh.  Following a com-
petitive procurement process, a multidisciplinary team has been appointed to examine current 
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and future challenges for the area, in the context of the management and conservation of the 
Plains, including any scope for the developmental potential of the area as a high value visitor 
and cultural amenity attraction.

The work of the multidisciplinary team, which was appointed in 2020, is on going. I am 
advised part of this study will include a public consultation process scheduled to commence 
early 2021. 

06/10/2020WRAA01600Defence Forces Properties

06/10/2020WRAA01700428. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence if the Curragh forum has dis-
cussed the infilling of the hollow next to Donnelly’s Hollow; the details of the discussions; 
the actions taken arising from such discussions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28864/20]

06/10/2020WRAA01800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): In Summer 2017, Property Management 
Branch of my Department became aware that soil had been deposited at the former quarry site 
in the vicinity of Donnelly’s Hollow. The Department subsequently engaged environmental 
consultants to carry out an environmental risk assessment of the site. The material deposited 
was identified as clay which matched the profile of indigenous Curragh soil with trace amounts 
of construction and demolition materials. 

The Department has the site monitored on a quarterly basis and there is no evidence that 
any environmental pollution or degradation of the infill material on the site has occurred. I have 
been advised that the local authority has acknowledged this assessment.  I am advised that this 
matter did not arise in meetings of the Curragh Forum.

06/10/2020WRAA01900Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRAA02000429. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence if he engaged a third-party 
company in each of the years from 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to conduct online and-or 
social media monitoring and-or to provide reports on social media coverage of his Department; 
if so, the cost of same; and if the names of the social media platforms being monitored will be 
provided. [28912/20]

06/10/2020WRAA02100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department does not engage a third-
party company to conduct online or social media monitoring. The social media platforms Twit-
ter, Facebook and Instagram are monitored by staff in my department’s Communication’s Unit 
who also have a number of other duties and responsibilities.

06/10/2020WRAA02200Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRAA02300430. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Defence the number of staff in his 
Department on sick leave between March and September by month in 2019 and to date 2020; 
the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; the num-
ber of sick days accounted for by his Department over the period; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28930/20]

06/10/2020WRAA02400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The pay arrangements that exist for staff 
in my Department on sick leave for an extended period of time are those that pertain across the 
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Civil Service.  The Sick Leave Scheme in the Civil Service are set out in Circular 05/2018 – Ar-
rangements for Paid Sick Leave, and operate in conjunction with the Public Service Manage-
ment (Sick Leave) Regulations (SI 124 of 2014) and Public Service Management (Sick Leave) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 384 of 2015). 

The Scheme provides for a maximum of 92 days on full pay in a rolling 1 year period fol-
lowed by a maximum of 91 days on half pay in a rolling one year period subject to a maximum 
of 183 days paid sick leave in a rolling four year period. The Scheme also has provision for 
Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration and Critical Illness Provisions, informed by consider-
ation of Occupational Health advice and assessment. 

The number of sick days taken by staff in my Department between March and September 
2019 and to 31st August 2020, the latest date for which figures are available, is set out in tabular 
format.

 Month  No. of Staff on Sick Leave  No. of sick days
 March 2019  41 198
 April 2019  42  195
 May 2019  43  212
 June 2019  47  231
 July 2019  37  208
 August 2019  38  213
 September 2019  55  298

 2020 No. of staff on sick leave No. of sick days
 January 2020 65 335
 February 2020  49 266
 March 2020  30 187
 April 2020  6 84
 May 2020  12 103
 June 2020 10 96
 July 2020 13 103
 August 2020 9 96

06/10/2020WRAA02500Defence Forces Recruitment

06/10/2020WRAA02600431. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Defence if he will report on the imple-
mentation of the Public Service Pay Commission’s recommendations on recruitment and reten-
tion in the Permanent Defence Force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28946/20]

06/10/2020WRAA02700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government’s high level plan 
“Strengthening Our Defence Forces – Phase 1” sets out a range of actions to be undertaken in 
the short, medium and longer term. The plan is complemented by a range of other HR actions 
which were already underway.

The immediate pay measures set out in the plan i.e. an increase in Military Service Allow-
ance, the reversal of 10% cuts to allowances and the restoration of weekend premium rates for 
certain duties were implemented immediately upon their acceptance by the PDF Representative 
Associations. A service commitment scheme for pilots was also re-introduced, with very posi-
tive uptake.  

The remaining projects in the plan contain both pay and non-pay measures.
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The pay related projects include a review of pay structures, consideration of incentivised 
long service arrangements and a review of technical pay (grade 2-6) arrangements. 

The review of pay structures is a medium term project being led by DPER. Some initial pre-
liminary work has commenced on this project within my Department, however, the main body 
of work will be done as part of a wider review of public sector pay arrangements.  The Defence 
Forces Representative Associations have submitted views regarding pay and allowances and 
these will be fully considered.

In relation to the projects to consider incentivised long service arrangements and the review 
of technical pay, reports have been prepared on these matter and will be used to inform future 
pay negotiations. 

The Covid-19 emergency impacted project timeframes for the remaining non-pay related 
projects. For some projects resources were necessarily reassigned to matters relating to the 
COVID-19 response and where other essential work necessarily took priority.  However at this 
point work on all of the outstanding projects has re-commenced and projects are being pro-
gressed as quickly as is possible.

The table summarises the current status for each of the 15 projects included in the plan:

        Project                 Current Status         

V1 Review of Pay Structures - Led by DPER Some initial preliminary work commenced within DoD. Main body of 
work to be done as part of a wider review of public sector pay arrange-
ments.  

V2, V3, V4 Increase in MSA, Restoration of allowanc-
esRestoration of weekend premium rates

Complete

R1 Restore Pilot Service Commitment Scheme Complete

R2      Tech 2 – 6 arrangements 2 reports on the Review of Technical Pay Groups 2-6 arrangements were 
prepared and submitted to DPER.  DPER have indicated that these reports 
will feed into future pay negotiations. 

R3 Incentivised long service arrangements Report was submitted to Project Sponsors [DPER and DoD] in October 
2019.  The report is due to be used to inform future pay negotiations. 

R4 Barriers to extended participation in the 
PDF

This Project was divided into two phases. The first phase, which focuses 
on reviewing mandatory retirement ages for Officers is nearing comple-
tion.  The second phase, which will look at enlisted contracts has just 
been initiated. However, it was agreed with PDFORRA that enlisted 
privates and corporals who had reached 21 years’ service, could remain in 
service until they reach age 50 until end 2022. Sergeants are also permit-
ted to serve beyond 50 until that timeframe. These measures mean that 
the review can take place in an extended timeframe. 

R5 Bespoke management training for leaders 
and managers

Final Report signed off on 13 July 2020.

R6 Professional Military Education (PME) 
Strategy  

Final Report is currently being considered.

R7 Mental Health and Wellbeing Strategy Final Report signed off on 28 September and submitted for formal ap-
proval

R8 Non-Pay Retention Measures in the PDF Final Report signed off on 30 September and submitted for formal ap-
proval

R9 Additional specialist posts for high turn-
over/long lead in appts

This project has required detailed consideration of turnover, specialist 
training and associated personnel requirements in specialist areas which 
has taken longer than originally planned. In addition, a number of the 
senior project team members were reassigned/diverted to deal with CO-
VID-19 related work and as a consequence this project was temporarily 
suspended. Work has now re-commenced on the project.  This Report is 
currently being finalised.

A1 Recruitments methods for PDF Draft Final Report is currently being considered.
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        Project                 Current Status         

A2 Workforce Planning Project A2 is being progressed with the assistance of an independent HR 
specialist. The timeframe set out for the development of an integrated 
workforce plan was overly ambitious when requirements were analysed 
in more detail, particularly given the range of specialisms in the Defence 
Forces and recruitment and training processes.  In this context, there is 
significant overlap and interdependencies with other projects. When com-
pleted, this important project will better inform recruitment and retention 
and broader HR policy.

06/10/2020WRAA02800School Transport

06/10/2020WRAA02900432. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education if adherence to distancing, capacity 
and other anti-Covid-19 measures on buses serving a school (details supplied) will be investi-
gated. [28092/20]

06/10/2020WRAA03000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education.  In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019. 

Based on the public health advice published in early July, and the updated advice received 
from the HPSC on 7th August and from NPHET on the 18th August, the Department has been 
planning for School Transport Scheme services for the 2020/2021 school year to fully operate, 
but with additional measures and hygiene requirements in place and with the rolling implemen-
tation of measures on post-primary services as required to provide physical distancing, in line 
with those required on public transport, which is using 50 per cent of passenger capacity.  The 
planning to date is in accordance with the Government decision of 18th August, which set out 
that arrangements for school transport would proceed as planned for re-opening but the Minster 
for Education and Skills and the Minister for Health and other relevant Ministers will review 
measures, including any additional resources, to ensure the safe operation of school transport 
for secondary school children.

School Transport Scheme services commenced operation on the 26th August 2020. All chil-
dren who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and payment 
process on time have been accommodated on transport services for the 2020/2021 school year 
where such services are in operation.

My Department has issued detailed information and guidance to parents and children on the 
operation of school transport services for the 2020/2021 school year.  All children using school 
transport scheme services are asked to comply with a number of guidelines including that all 
children on post-primary transport services are required to wear facemasks while waiting for 
and on-board transport services (with the exception of children who for medical or special edu-
cational needs reasons are not in a position to wear a facemask or face covering).

The Department has been engaging intensively with Bus Éireann in regard to the logistics 
for the safe operation of School Transport Scheme services for the 2020/2021 school year. 
The Department has also been engaging with Bus Éireann on the logistics involved with the 
rolling implementation of measures on post-primary services as required to provide physical 
distancing, in line with those required on public transport, which is using 50 per cent of pas-
senger capacity.  An assessment of the resources required to implement physical distancing on 
all post-primary services has been undertaken and, in line with the Government decision of 
18th August, the Department has reviewed this information in consultation with other relevant 
Departments.
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I am pleased to announce that, following a Government Decision on the 29th of September, 
Government has agreed to provide the necessary funding to ensure full implementation of the 
measures required for the operation of school transport for post-primary children that is aligned 
to updated health advice received from NPHET on the 18th of August, for which the estimated 
full year cost to operate all services at 50% capacity is between €87m and €135m with an esti-
mated requirement for an additional 1,600 drivers and vehicles and 650 additional School Bus 
Escorts.

If there are individual concerns about a particular service, parents/guardians are advised to 
contact School Transport Section of my Department or their local Bus Éireann office.

06/10/2020WRAA03100School Transport

06/10/2020WRAA03200433. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education if enough buses are con-
tracted to ensure that every child in Ballyboughal, County Dublin, who requires a school bus 
service can have one; the timeline in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28189/20]

06/10/2020WRAA03300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. Under the terms of my Department’s School Transport Scheme, children are 
eligible for transport where they reside not less than 3.2 kms at primary and 4.8kms at post-
primary and are attending their nearest School/Education Centre as determined by the Depart-
ment/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos and language.

All children who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and pay-
ment process on time have been accommodated on school transport services in the 2020/2021 
school year where such services are in operation. Children who are eligible for school transport 
but for whom no service is available may be offered the Remote Area Grant towards the cost of 
making private transport arrangements.

Children who apply but who are not eligible for school transport are considered for spare 
seats that may exist after eligible children have been facilitated; such seats are referred to as 
concessionary seats.

06/10/2020WRAA03400School Accommodation

06/10/2020WRAA03500434. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Education the status of additional ac-
commodation for a school (details supplied) in County Mayo. [28097/20]

06/10/2020WRAA03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that my De-
partment has received an application for capital funding, under the Additional School Accom-
modation Scheme, from the school in question. 



Questions - Written Answers

212

The application is being assessed and as soon as the assessment process is completed my 
Department will be in direct contact with the school authority.

06/10/2020WRAA03700Autism Support Services

06/10/2020WRAA03800435. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education the number of autism spectrum 
disorder class places at primary level for new enrolment available for the year 2021-2022 in 
Bray, County Wicklow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28114/20]

06/10/2020WRAA03900436. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education her policy if there are no autism 
spectrum disorder class spaces for primary level available for incoming students; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28115/20]

06/10/2020WRAA04000Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 435 and 436 together.

Ensuring that every child has a suitable school placement is a key objective of this Depart-
ment.  Significant resources are allocated each year to ensure that appropriate supports are 
available for children with special educational needs.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide; has well established structures in 
place for engaging with schools and parents; and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, 
between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education 
placements.  

The NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nation-
ally, including Wicklow, to meet identified need for this school-year and beyond. This process 
is ongoing.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. My Department works closely with the NCSE in this regard.

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist and 
advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: https://ncse.ie/regional-services-
contact-list

There are currently three schools with a total of five special classes for Autism at primary 
level in Bray Co. Wicklow.

While NCSE has confirmed that there are available places in these schools for the 2021/2022 
school year, NCSE will be contacting all schools in the area shortly to develop provision based 
on projected need in the area. 

In circumstances where no placement is available for a child with special educational needs, 
the Department can provide Home Tuition grant funding towards the provision of 20 hours 
home tuition per week as an interim measure until the NCSE confirms that a placement is avail-
able.

Home Tuition will not however be available where a school placement has been identified 
by the NCSE. Similarly, failure to enrol a child in school will not give rise to eligibility for 
home tuition.
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06/10/2020WRAA04200State Examinations

06/10/2020WRAA04300437. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education if an example will be pub-
lished of the way in which the algorithm used in calculating leaving certificate grades works; 
the measures taken to preserve accuracy and fairness in the results; the way in which the al-
gorithm was validated; the parameters used to ensure that the marks generated by the system 
reflected student performance; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28121/20]

06/10/2020WRAA04400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Technical details of the Calculated 
Grades model and standardisation process were published on the date of issue of the Calculated 
Grades results and are available here. 

The design of the Calculated Grades model was informed by advice from a Technical Work-
ing Group comprising experts drawn from the State Examinations Commission, the Inspector-
ate of my Department, the Educational Research Centre, and international external expertise.

Schools provided an estimated percentage mark and a rank order for each student’s subjects.  
The process of national standardisation was then applied to the school information in order 
to ensure comparability between the standards applied by individual schools and the national 
standard.

The integrity, validity and reliability of the process of national standardisation was overseen 
by the National Standardisation Group whose role was to oversee the application of the statisti-
cal model to the school data.  

In order to make sure that the standardisation process was doing what it was supposed to do, 
a separate additional process was carried out called validation.

Validation is an inherent element of any statistical system, and in the Calculated Grades 
model the purpose of validation is to ensure that the statistical model is behaving as expected, 
and is achieving its objectives. The validation process has been part of the design from the be-
ginning.

The workings of the statistical model were reviewed and validated in a number of ways. 
There was a review of the distributions of results for each subject and level. There was also a 
review of the demographic characteristics of the outcomes, which included gender and socio-
economic status of the school.

The purpose of the review of the outcomes of the statistical model was to check whether the 
Calculated Grades model was resulting in any particular group being advantaged or disadvan-
taged relative to previous years’ outcomes. It is important to note that this assessment was being 
made relative to previous years. For example, the validation checked whether or not disadvan-
tage effects, or gender effects are being exacerbated under the model. This was to ensure that 
the model presented outcomes that were as fair and equitable as possible given its constraints, 
and were in line with previous outcomes as much as is possible.

The purpose of the Calculated Grades system is to arrive at the grade that each student 
would have achieved if the examinations had taken place as normal. The validation process 
checked whether the interactions between these characteristics and the calculated results were 
similar to the interactions in the historical data between these characteristics and examination 
results.

The system of Calculated Grades is a complex and sophisticated system which had to be 
developed from scratch within an extremely tight timeframe in order for students to get their 
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Calculated Grades results in time.  The statistical model itself was developed specifically for the 
Irish Leaving Certificate.  The Department had checks at a number of stages to ensure that data 
was collected correctly from schools and transferred correctly between the various stages of the 
standardisation process, the validation process and the grading processes.

06/10/2020WRBB00200DEIS Scheme

06/10/2020WRBB00300438. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education if his Department will 
engage with DEIS 1 schools in the Dublin 8 area to see the way in which the band 1 designation 
can be improved and that the schools most capable of dealing with the complex issues some 
children have can do so, rather than children being diverted to schools without the facilities and 
so on to help them. [28123/20]

06/10/2020WRBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): DEIS is the main policy initiative of the Department of Education to address educational 
disadvantage at school level.  

The Department is in the final stages of refinement of the new DEIS identification model, 
based on school enrolment data and the latest data available from Census 2016 using the HP 
Deprivation Index. 

A detailed quality analysis of the data has been carried out by members of the DEIS Techni-
cal Group which contains representatives of the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion 
Units, the Inspectorate and the Educational Research Centre. The work of this group is at an 
advanced stage and a consultation process with education stakeholder representatives on the 
technical aspect of this model has commenced. It is envisaged that this will then provide the 
basis for development of a DEIS resource allocation system to match resources to identified 
need and will be applied on the same basis across the country.

The culmination of this work will facilitate the ultimate aim of matching resources to iden-
tified need and will allow us to target extra resources at those schools most in need. It is not 
proposed to extend or to make any changes to the DEIS Programme until this work is complete. 

Regardless of whether or not schools are in the DEIS programme, all schools receive alloca-
tions of additional special education teacher support, to provide extra teaching support to pupils 
who have additional learning needs.

DES Circular 007/2019 for primary schools and 008/2019 for post primary schools set out 
the details of the model for allocating special education teachers to schools.

The Special Education Teaching allocation provides a single unified allocation for special 
educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational profile.  

The Special Education Teacher allocation, allows schools to provide additional teaching 
support for all pupils who require such support in their schools and for schools to deploy re-
sources based on each pupil’s individual learning needs.

It gives greater flexibility to schools as to how they can deploy their resources, to take ac-
count of the actual learning needs pupils have, as opposed to being guided by a particular diag-
nosis of disability, and schools are guided as to how they should make such allocation decisions.

The Department of Education and Skills has published guidelines for schools as to how they 
should utilise and deploy their resources under the new allocation model, which are available 
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at www.education.ie   

All schools are therefore resourced to provide additional teaching support for pupils who 
may require extra support based on the profiled needs of schools.

06/10/2020WRBB00500Special Educational Needs

06/10/2020WRBB00600439. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Education the criteria used by her De-
partment when it compelled 39 schools across south Dublin in July 2020 to open special needs 
classes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28144/20]

06/10/2020WRBB00700440. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Education the schools in an area (de-
tails supplied) that were compelled in July 2020 to open special needs classes by her Depart-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28145/20]

06/10/2020WRBB00800441. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Education when the outcome of the 
compelling orders that were issued to schools in south Dublin in July 2020 will be published; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28146/20]

06/10/2020WRBB00900Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 439 to 441, inclusive, together.

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  Currently, almost 20% of the total Education Vote 
or €1.9bn is invested in supporting children with special needs.  

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country, including 
South Dublin, where increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a 
shortage of school places.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating 
and advising on the education provision for children nationwide. NCSE is continuing its en-
gagement with schools, patron bodies, parents and others across South Dublin to bring the 
required additional special class and special school placements on stream. While progress has 
been achieved, the NCSE has identified the need for additional special class and special school 
places in South Dublin for the current school-year. 

Normally, special class and special school places are established with the full cooperation 
of the schools in areas where they are required.  However there are some parts of the country 
where the NCSE has faced challenges in getting schools and their patrons to provide new spe-
cial class or special school places.  

As Minister, I have a power under Section 37A of the Education Act 1998 (as inserted by 
Section 8 of the Education (Admissions to Schools) Act 2018), to direct a school to provide ad-
ditional provision where all reasonable efforts have failed.  The legislation contains a procedure 
through which the capacity of schools in an area can be tested and through which ultimately a 
Ministerial direction can be made requiring a school to make additional special education pro-
vision available. 

The legislation was used for the first time in 2019, in respect of the Dublin 15 area. Signifi-
cant progress has been made in that area on foot of action taken under Section 37. A new Special 
School was established and six schools have agreed to open special classes thereby meeting the 
need for additional places in the area. The experience of Dublin 15 shows that real and practical 
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challenges can be addressed by working together to provide additional special class and special 
school places.

A Report from the NCSE, prepared in accordance with Section 37A (2) of the Education Act 
1998 (as inserted by Section 8 of the Education (Admissions to Schools) Act 2018), confirm-
ing the need for additional special education places in South Dublin was submitted to the then 
Minister in April last. This Report is available on my Department’s website. 

Statutory notices under the Act were subsequently issued on 26 June, 2020 to 39 schools 
identified by the NCSE. The issue of the notices is but the first step in a very transparent multi-
step process, the purpose of which is to establish if the school has capacity to provide new 
places. At each stage of the process, schools are given the opportunity to make representations 
and there is also an option for arbitration at a later point. Statutory notices issued under the Act 
together with the representations received from the schools and their patrons are published on 
my Department’s website. The representations received to date have all been published and are 
a matter of public record.

It would not be appropriate for me to comment further at this stage on the legislative process 
which is currently underway.

06/10/2020WRBB01200Special Educational Needs

06/10/2020WRBB01300442. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Education if a newly built school (de-
tails supplied) was compelled to open a special needs class; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28147/20]

06/10/2020WRBB01400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Josepha Madi-
gan): Ensuring that every child has a suitable school placement is a key objective of my De-
partment.  Significant resources are allocated each year to ensure that appropriate supports are 
available for children with special educational needs. 

Children with special educational needs are supported through placement in mainstream 
classes, special classes and special schools. At school, they receive a range of supports provided 
by teachers and SNAs.  Other professional supports, including training for teachers, are pro-
vided by the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) and the National Council for 
Special Education (NCSE) to enable each school provide a holistic educational experience for 
each child.  The HSE is responsible for the delivery of therapeutic supports.

NCSE has responsibility for coordinating and advising on the education provision for chil-
dren nationwide; has well established structures in place for engaging with schools and parents; 
and seeks to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all children who have 
been identified as needing special education placements.  The NCSE is planning a further ex-
pansion of special class and school places nationally to meet identified need. This process is 
ongoing

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. School transport is also available. My Department works closely with 
the NCSE in this regard.

The school to which the Deputy refers opened as a 24 classroom school in September, 2019. 
While specific special class accommodation was not provided in the school, 8 Special Educa-
tion Teaching (SET) rooms and 1 Resource Room were provided. Due to site constraints, it is 
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not possible to construct additional accommodation on the site.

06/10/2020WRBB01500School Transport

06/10/2020WRBB01600443. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the number of post-primary 
school transport applications received by county after the closing date of 4 August 2020; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28156/20]

06/10/2020WRBB01700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of my Department. In the 2019/2020 school year over 
120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, were trans-
ported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout 
the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020.  
All children who are eligible for school transport and who applied and paid by the deadline 
have been accommodated on school transport services where such services are in operation.  

The School Transport Scheme Family Portal was temporarily closed for applications and 
payments on the 20th August 2020.  This temporary closure was necessary to complete the 
work required to issue tickets to families who at that time remained due to be allocated a ticket 
for school transport services for the 2020/2021 school year.  The School Transport Scheme 
Family Portal re-opened on the 7th September.  However, parents/guardians making an applica-
tion/payment at this time for the 2020/2021 school year are reminded that the closing date for 
payments for the 2020/21 school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020. 

The numbers of post primary applications submitted from 5th August 2020 onwards are 
detailed by county in the spreadsheet below. 

It is important to note that with regard to the mainstream data provided, the numbers include 
those who applied but did not pay for transport, those where no service exists and those who 
subsequently closed applications.

County No. of Mainstream Post Primary 
Applications Received

No. of SEN Post Primary Applica-
tions Received

Carlow 47 2
Cavan 106 3
Clare 70 5
Cork 238 28
Donegal 233 6
Dublin 70 34
Galway 170 8
Kerry 125 4
Kildare 64 2
Kilkenny 55 0
Laois 24 4
Leitrim 25 2
Limerick 132 4
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County No. of Mainstream Post Primary 
Applications Received

No. of SEN Post Primary Applica-
tions Received

Longford 80 4
Louth 62 3
Mayo 136 3
Meath 96 8
Monaghan 91 4
Offaly 47 4
Roscommon 28 2
Sligo 29 1
Tipperary 143 8
Waterford 60 2
Westmeath 86 2
Wexford 113 4
Wicklow 63 1
Total 2393 148

06/10/2020WRBB01800Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRBB01900444. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Education if a school is within its right 
to refuse admission to a student on the basis that the student is unable to wear a mask due to a 
medical condition; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28164/20]

06/10/2020WRBB02000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department received advice from the 
Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) on the use of face coverings in educational set-
tings on the 6th August 2020.It is a requirement for face coverings to be worn by teachers, staff 
in schools and students attending post primary school. This advice is available at here

However Public health advice also provides that cloth face coverings should not be worn by 
any of the following groups:

any person with difficulty breathing

any person who is unable to remove the face-covering without assistance

any person who has special needs and who may feel upset or very uncomfortable wearing 
the face covering, for example persons with intellectual or developmental disabilities, mental 
health conditions, sensory concerns or tactile sensitivity. 

A medical certificate must be provided to the school where an exemptions is sought on the 
above grounds. There is no capacity for schools to deviate from either the requirement to wear 
face coverings or the exemptions that apply. Students in these categories can continue to attend 
school as normal while observing arrangements in place to protect themselves though regular 
hand hygiene, maintaining physical distancing and the application of respiratory hygiene and 
cough etiquette. 

Further information for parents and students/pupils on the wearing of face coverings includ-
ing the proper use, removal and washing of cloth face coverings is available via the link: https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/a04fc-advice-for-students-and-their-families/. Information is also 
set out in the Covid-19 response plans for primary, special and post-primary schools available 
at www.gov.ie/backtoschool.
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06/10/2020WRBB02100Schools Data

06/10/2020WRBB02200445. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the number of primary 
school pupils who are in classes of more than 20, 25, 30 and 35 students by county, respec-
tively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28165/20]

06/10/2020WRBB02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Please find attached requested informa-
tion. The data is for the 2019-20 academic year the most recent year we have data available for.

Local Authority Class Size 20-24 Class Size 25-29 Class Size 30-34 Class Size 35+

Carlow County Council 2004 3693 1305

Cavan County Council 3655 3631 1160 71

Clare County Council 3717 4328 2539 178

Cork City Council 3737 5136 1651

Cork County Council 14198 19610 9262 860

Donegal County Council 4747 6679 3416 70

Dublin City Council 12389 19184 5791 107

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 4132 10859 4130

Fingal County Council 7520 24293 4816

Galway City Council 1833 3120 841 37

Galway County Council 5928 8378 3955 463

Kerry County Council 4283 5584 3051 219

Kildare County Council 7550 14798 5277 70

Kilkenny County Council 2590 5368 1901 177

Laois County Council 3465 4891 1567 70

Leitrim County Council 869 1385 760 143

Limerick City and County Council 5860 8317 4844 283

Longford County Council 1797 1836 849

Louth County Council 4902 7504 2805 217

Mayo County Council 3849 5038 2270 177

Meath County Council 6437 12729 5837 248

Monaghan County Council 2155 2984 1615 105

Offaly County Council 3180 3376 1408 143

Roscommon County Council 1799 3252 1122 142

Sligo County Council 2256 2743 1322 35

South Dublin County Council 9104 16374 6128 35

Tipperary County Council 5484 6491 3110 280

Waterford City and County Council 4097 6076 2128 106

Westmeath County Council 3134 4397 2098 328

Wexford County Council 5594 7146 3372 248

Wicklow County Council 4911 8303 2746 258

Grand Total 147176 237503 93076 5070

The figures are based on mainstream classes in mainstream schools and are collated from 
the relevant Class Size tables published on the DES website and can be found at the link below; 

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/ 

06/10/2020WRBB02400Schools Data

06/10/2020WRBB02500446. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the number of primary 
school classes with more than 20, 25, 30 and 35 students by county; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28166/20]
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06/10/2020WRBB02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Please find attached requested informa-
tion. The data is for the 2019-20 academic year the most recent year we have data available for.

Local Authority Class Size 20-24 Class Size 25-29 Class Size 30-34 Class Size 35+

Carlow County Council 89 137 42 0

Cavan County Council 165 136 37 2

Clare County Council 167 162 81 5

Cork City Council 170 191 53 0

Cork County Council 640 726 297 24

Donegal County Council 216 247 110 2

Dublin City Council 561 712 188 3

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 185 399 135 0

Fingal County Council 335 898 158 0

Galway City Council 83 115 27 1

Galway County Council 267 311 126 13

Kerry County Council 193 208 97 6

Kildare County Council 336 550 171 2

Kilkenny County Council 117 200 61 5

Laois County Council 155 182 51 2

Leitrim County Council 39 52 24 4

Limerick City and County Council 266 309 155 8

Longford County Council 81 69 27 0

Louth County Council 222 278 89 6

Mayo County Council 174 187 72 5

Meath County Council 288 471 188 7

Monaghan County Council 98 110 51 3

Offaly County Council 144 127 45 4

Roscommon County Council 82 121 36 4

Sligo County Council 102 102 42 1

South Dublin County Council 411 607 200 1

Tipperary County Council 249 242 100 8

Waterford City and County Council 183 226 69 3

Westmeath County Council 141 162 68 9

Wexford County Council 251 267 107 7

Wicklow County Council 219 308 88 7

Grand Total 6629 8812 2995 142

The figures are based on mainstream classes in mainstream schools and are collated from 
the relevant Class Size tables published on the DES website and can be found at the link below; 

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/ 

06/10/2020WRBB02700Schools Data

06/10/2020WRBB02800447. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the number of primary 
school classes in the State by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28167/20]

06/10/2020WRBB02900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Please find attached requested informa-
tion. The data is for the 2019-20 academic year the most recent year we have data available for.

Carlow County Council 303

Cavan County Council 423

Clare County Council 574

Cork City Council 619
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Cork County Council 1991

Donegal County Council 809

Dublin City Council 2036

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 794

Fingal County Council 1479

Galway City Council 324

Galway County Council 981

Kerry County Council 677

Kildare County Council 1162

Kilkenny County Council 453

Laois County Council 464

Leitrim County Council 156

Limerick City and County Council 946

Longford County Council 234

Louth County Council 693

Mayo County Council 650

Meath County Council 1062

Monaghan County Council 321

Offaly County Council 394

Roscommon County Council 343

Sligo County Council 327

South Dublin County Council 1454

Tipperary County Council 781

Waterford City and County Council 592

Westmeath County Council 464

Wexford County Council 748

Wicklow County Council 716

Grand Total 22970

The figures are based on mainstream classes in mainstream schools and are collated from 
the relevant Class Size tables published on the DES website and can be found at the link below; 

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/ 

06/10/2020WRBB03000School Funding

06/10/2020WRBB03100448. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education if she will make a 
commitment that the Covid-19 level of capitation funding for each primary school pupil will 
be maintained at a minimum in the upcoming Budget; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28168/20]

06/10/2020WRBB03200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, on 27 July 2020 
the Government announced the publication of Reopening Our Schools: The Roadmap for The 
Full Return to School, along with details of a financial package of over €375 million to support 
its implementation, following approval by Government.

The roadmap outlined a comprehensive range of measures that are being provided to sup-
port the full reopening of schools.  

The roadmap was developed following intensive engagement with stakeholders from the 
education sector, including teachers’ unions, representatives of principals and deputy princi-
pals, school management bodies, representatives of parents and post-primary students and sup-
port staff.
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The roadmap and the funding package recognise the challenges faced by schools in ensuring 
the safe return of over one million students and approximately 100,000 staff in 4,000 schools in 
the context of COVID-19. It sets out clear plans and practical guidance on the measures schools 
need to take to operate safely and minimise the risk of the introduction, or spread, of infection 
in schools.

The financial package approved by Government to support schools recognises that COV-
ID-19 poses significant challenges with regard to staffing, particularly in regard to replacement 
of staff, substitution, supervision and the need for well-being supports.

06/10/2020WRBB03300School Staff

06/10/2020WRBB03400449. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education when the number of 
primary school assistant principal posts will be restored to pre-2009 levels; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28169/20]

06/10/2020WRBB03500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The moratorium on the filling of posts of 
responsibility was lifted in 2017 and allowed for the commencement of restoration of middle 
management posts as part of an agreed distributed leadership model. This recognises the key 
role school leadership has in promoting a school environment which is welcoming, inclusive 
and accountable.

Since 2017, 1700 additional leadership posts have been invested in our primary schools 
which has led to 1 in 3 teachers now holding promoted positions.  The Department has commit-
ted to revising the allocation of Posts of Responsibility to take into account retirements during 
the school year. This ensures that the current level of Posts of Responsibility are maintained in 
the school system.

Any further improvement must be considered in the context of budgetary matters, having 
regard to overall resource constraints and other competing demands in the education sector.

06/10/2020WRBB03600State Examinations

06/10/2020WRBB03700450. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education when a person (details 
supplied) in County Clare will receive a reply on their leaving certificate appeal; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28206/20]

06/10/2020WRBB03800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Calculated Grades Student Portal 
reopened on 14 September to allow students to view their estimated percentage mark and cal-
culated mark to allow students to consider this data if they were considering an appeal of their 
Calculated Grade. 

The appeals process is a process review focussed on looking for errors in the transmission 
and processing of student data through the process.  It is not possible to appeal the information 
(estimated percentage mark or rank order) provided by the school.  Due to the nature of the 
Calculated Grades system the professional judgement of the school is outside of the appeals 
process.  It should further be noted that the design of the statistical model and the application of 
the national standardisation process is also outside of the scope of the appeals process.  

At the time of closing the appeal application process on Wednesday 16   September, some 
12,300 students had appealed almost 33,700 grades.  
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The appeals process will continue as normal following the announcement on 30 September 
regarding errors found in the Calculated Grades model. This applies whether or not a student 
received an improved grade following the rectification of the errors. This is because the appeals 
process is a technical appeal, focussed on looking for errors in the transmission and processing 
of student data through the process. 

Every effort will be made to process appeals as quickly as possible but it is not possible at 
this time to commit to a date for the issue of the appeal results. Students will be notified of this 
date as soon as possible. 

It is not possible to provide an expedited appeal for any student or group of students. All ap-
peals will be processed and results released simultaneously to ensure fairness and equity to all.

   The CAO will be automatically notified by the Department of the outcomes of the appeals 
process.

If, as a result of an upgrade, a student becomes eligible for a college place at a higher CAO 
preference than the one they were already offered, they will be eligible for that course.

It is not possible to guarantee at this stage that, following a successful appeal, a student will 
be able to take up such a place offered in the academic year 20/21. This depends on factors such 
as the number of appeals received, the nature of the appeal, and the higher education course be-
ing applied for. However, where possible, higher education institutions will attempt to facilitate 
students who are upgraded and receive a new offer.

06/10/2020WRBB03900Education and Training Boards

06/10/2020WRBB04000451. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the number of applicants 
who applied for redeployment through GRETB; the number of successful applicants in the past 
three years; her plans to widen the scope for transfers between education and training boards in 
different counties; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28272/20]

06/10/2020WRBB04100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The core function of the redeployment 
arrangements is to facilitate the redeployment of surplus permanent teachers to other schools 
where vacancies exist. The redeployment of all surplus permanent teachers is key to the Depart-
ment’s ability to manage within its payroll budget and ceiling on teacher numbers. 

A voluntary redeployment scheme has operated on a pilot basis in specific regions in recent 
years.   Permanent teachers employed in these regions were given an opportunity to volunteer 
for a transfer to other areas if such a transfer would free up a vacancy that would facilitate the 
redeployment of a surplus permanent teacher in the region.    

In the past 3 years, counties Galway and Roscommon were included in the pilot voluntary 
redeployment scheme.  18 teachers from GRETB applied for redeployment and 1 of the appli-
cants was redeployed under this scheme. 

There are currently no plans to introduce a separate voluntary redeployment scheme or to 
widen the scope for transfers between the Education and Training Boards.  

Separately, each of the 16 ETB Schemes operate their own internal teacher transfer schemes 
where teachers can apply to move within the ETB Scheme. 

The criteria for the allocation of teachers to post-primary schools for the 2020/21 school 
year, including the redeployment arrangements, are available on my Department’s website.
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06/10/2020WRBB04200School Funding

06/10/2020WRBB04300452. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the funding 
streams within her Department that provide for the construction of  school sports halls; and the 
process by which the school applies for same. [28282/20]

06/10/2020WRBB04400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, the provision 
of PE Halls form part of the accommodation brief for all newly established schools. These fa-
cilities may also form part of the overall accommodation brief for major capital extensions to 
existing schools. Details of large-scale projects being delivered under the school building pro-
gramme may be viewed on my Department’s website, www.education.ie and this information 
is updated regularly. In addition, a list of large-scale projects completed from 2010 to date may 
also be viewed on the website.

The main focus of resources over the last decade and for the coming period is on provision 
of additional capacity to cater for increasing demographics.  The second half of the NDP (from 
2023 onwards) will see an increasing focus on the upgrade and refurbishment of the existing 
school stock. This will include a PE Hall build and modernisation programme to ensure that stu-
dents in all post-primary schools have access to appropriate facilities to support PE provision. 

The immediate priority of my Department is providing new and replacement school places 
each year, to ensure that every child has a school place.

06/10/2020WRCC00200School Facilities

06/10/2020WRCC00300453. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Education when an upgrade of 
broadband can be expected for a school (details attached) in County Dublin; and if broadband 
plans can be accelerated due to the increased demand placed upon the school and others to 
provide blended learning and internal streaming of lessons between two locations in the same 
school. [28301/20]

06/10/2020WRCC00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Through the Schools Broadband Ac-
cess Programme the Department provides for the supply of internet connectivity for all recog-
nised primary and post primary schools, and some 98% of schools are included in this scheme. 
The Department’s High Speed Broadband Programme, provides all recognised post-primary 
schools, high speed broadband with a minimum broadband speed of 100mbs. There are 58 spe-
cial schools also included in this programme, managed for the Department by HEAnet. 

The policy of my Departments is to offer the best quality connectivity to all schools in line 
with the technical solutions available in the market and financial constraints. Broadband capac-
ity can vary due to geographical location and local infrastructure, and thus impact on the service 
that can be provided. 

The primary broadband scheme operates off existing infrastructure on the whole and the 
providers on the Primary Broadband Framework access this infrastructure to deliver the service 
to the schools. The Department does not put in place such infrastructure. 

The school referred to by the Deputy has a high speed broadband connection of 100 Mbit/s 
which is uncontended and symmetrical, meaning this is a dedicated service to the school. Given 
that this is an uncontended service; the school should have 100Mbp/s connectivity. HEAnet is 
currently conducting an extensive upgrade programme for post primary schools that has already 
seen some 47% of schools upgraded to speeds greater that 200Mbp/s. A further 380 post-prima-
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ry schools are now due a further upgrade. That will see over 80% of post-primary schools with 
connections of 200 Mbp/s or higher. This school has already been identified as part of the cohort 
to be upgraded in the current school year, with work underway to procure that upgraded service.

This upgrade programme is based on demonstrated requirements, and in the current cir-
cumstances the system is being closely monitored to prioritise those most in need of the higher 
speed connectivity, in line with contractual and procurement regulations.

The delivery of high quality internet connectivity for all schools is a key objective of my 
Department, to support the embedding of digital technologies in teaching and learning. The 
Schools Broadband Programme is operated by my Department at an annual cost of some €13m.

06/10/2020WRCC00500Special Educational Needs Staff

06/10/2020WRCC00600454. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education if the special needs assis-
tant, SNA, allocation for a school (details supplied) will be re-examined for the school year 
2020/2021. [28362/20]

06/10/2020WRCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. My Department does not 
have a role in making individual school determinations. Accordingly, the question has been 
referred to the NCSE for direct reply.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated.  

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

Schools were notified of the arrangements for the allocation of SNA support in respect of 
students in mainstream classes for the current school year.  The arrangements include the fol-
lowing provisions:

- 2019/20 mainstream class SNA allocations were frozen, from the date of issue of Circular 
0030/2020, and have automatically rolled over into the current school year. This means that 
no school will receive an allocation less than that which they have on the date of issue of this 
Circular and existing SNAs currently in standard SNA posts were allowed to continue in these 
posts for the current school year in the normal way.

- A diagnosis of a disability, or a psychological or other professional report, is not be neces-
sary for this process.

- The role of the SNA to support the care needs of students in mainstream classes, as set out 
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in Circular 0030/2014, remains unchanged.

It is expected that schools will review and reprioritise the deployment of SNAs within main-
stream settings and allocate resources to ensure those with the greatest level of need receive the 
greatest level of support. Providing access to SNA support continues to be based on primary 
care needs as outlined in DES Circular 0030/2014.

Schools may apply to the NCSE for additionality where they can demonstrate that the cur-
rent allocation does not meet additional care needs within the mainstream classes in the school. 
Applications for additionality arising from significant new or emerging additional care needs, 
which cannot be catered within existing allocations, are dealt with by way of the exceptional 
review process.  

In relation to Clonbonny National School, he NCSE have confirmed that the school submit-
ted a request for an exceptional review of their SNA allocation for 2020/21 school year as they 
were of the view that their allocation was insufficient to meet the needs of their students for the 
year. The school was given an increase in SNA resources of 0.34 posts under the review pro-
cess. However, the school appealed the outcome of this review. The appeal was not upheld and 
the school was advised of this in writing on Friday 21st August 2020. 

06/10/2020WRCC00800Special Educational Needs

06/10/2020WRCC00900455. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education the status of a special needs unit 
for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28390/20]

06/10/2020WRCC01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The project at the school referred to by 
the Deputy has been re-tendered and the tenders are due back in the middle of October.

Subject to no issues arising during the balance of the tender process it is envisaged that the 
project will commence on site late in Quarter 4 of 2020 or early Quarter 1 of 2021 with a con-
struction period of approximately 6 months.

06/10/2020WRCC01100Departmental Expenditure

06/10/2020WRCC01200456. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education the amount spent by her 
Department on school minor works project in each of the years of 2017 to 2019 and to date in 
2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28398/20]

06/10/2020WRCC01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Under Project Ireland 2040 the Minor 
Works Grant (MWG) is paid to primary schools in either December or January of each school 
year. 

All primary schools receive a flat rate Minor Works Grant of €5,500 plus €18.50 per main-
stream pupil and €74 per special needs pupil attending a special school or special class. 

Year  Total
 2017  €28.949m
 2018  €28.984m 
 2019  €29.138m
 2020 to date  €100m *

* In 2020 due to the exceptional circumstances arising from COVID-19, €29m was paid 
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under the Minor Works Grant to primary schools in the free scheme in July 2020.  There was 
also an additional funding of €75m under the July Stimulus programme allocated to cover an 
enhanced Minor Works Grant at Primary and a once off Minor Works Grant at Post-Primary 
schools. To date approximately €71m of these grants have issued to schools.

06/10/2020WRCC01400School Transport

06/10/2020WRCC01500457. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education the reason two pupils (details 
supplied) in County Mayo are not being accommodated on the school bus in view of the fact 
that there is capacity on the bus; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28403/20]

06/10/2020WRCC01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019.  

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eligible for 
school transport where they reside not less than 4.8kms from and are attending their nearest 
Post Primary School/Education Centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language. 

All children who are eligible for school transport and who completed the application and 
payment process on time have been accommodated on school transport services for the 2020/21 
school year where such services are in operation. The closing date for payment for the 2020/2021 
school year was Tuesday 4th August 2020. 

Bus Éireann have advised that the family the Deputy refers to applied for school transport 
for one child on 25th August 2019 for the 19/20 school year. This application was rolled over 
by Bus Éireann for the 20/21 school year. The family applied for school transport for a second 
child for the 2020/21 school year on the 7th September 2020. Payment was received from the 
family on 7th September 2020 and as such their payment is late.  

Late applicants and/or families who pay late are not guaranteed a seat and will only be al-
located a seat if capacity is available once seats are allocated to those families who applied and 
paid on time for transport services for the 2020/2021 school year. 

In addition, payments or submission of medical card details for Post-Primary seats com-
pleted or made after 4th August 2020 will be only considered when 50% capacity, required by 
new Covid19 public health guidelines, is achieved on each route. In the event of not securing a 
ticket where no capacity exists, or on cancellation, a full refund will be issued.

06/10/2020WRCC01700School Catchment Areas

06/10/2020WRCC01800458. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Education if the boundaries surround-
ing Belmayne, Balgriffan, County Dublin will be reviewed in view of the fact the area has un-
dergone significant development recently which has not been reflected in the school boundaries 
or the number of school places available for the area. [28408/20]
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06/10/2020WRCC01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data in a way that takes account of the significant local and 
regional variations in demographic trends and enrolment projections, my Department divides 
the country into 314 school planning areas.

Using school planning area boundaries within my Department’s Geographic Information 
System (GIS) allows data within those boundaries, including data for enrolments in schools, 
child benefit and other relevant data to be added to the mapping information, grouped and ana-
lysed.  

The school planning areas are used in the demographic exercise as a basis for the assessment 
of areas of growth and to inform recommendations on the establishment of any new schools re-
quired in that school planning area.  In urban areas, in particular, data relating to adjacent school 
planning areas is also used to inform our consideration of requirements. 

There are no current plans to revise school planning areas.

06/10/2020WRCC02000School Transport

06/10/2020WRCC02100459. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Education the reason a bus pass was re-
fused for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28505/20]

06/10/2020WRCC02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department of Education. In the 2019/20 school 
year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with special educational needs, 
were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools 
throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of over €219m in 2019.  

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eligible for 
school transport where they reside not less than 4.8kms from and are attending their nearest 
Post Primary School/Education Centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language. 

The pupil referred to by the Deputy resides 16.7 km from home to their closest school and 
school of attendance and 6.2km from home to their closest pick up point. 

The pupil was issued a mainstream eligible ticket which could be used on a scheduled ser-
vice road passenger bus from their closest pick up point, however pupils who were facilitated 
on this service now travel on a new dedicated school transport service. If this pupil wishes to 
travel on this service the family should contact their local Bus Éireann office.  

The service which the pupil wishes to travel on is a road passenger service which school 
transport tickets cannot be used on. The pupil can use this public service on a pay as you go ba-
sis but will need to purchase a weekly ticket. The pupil cannot be issued with a school transport 
ticket for this service as this is a public service bus.

06/10/2020WRCC02300Covid-19 Pandemic
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06/10/2020WRCC02400460. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Education if she will provide an 
update on a case in County Carlow (details supplied). [28509/20]

06/10/2020WRCC02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Keeping schools open is a key priority at 
all levels of the Plan for Living with Covid-19.  Alot of work has been undertaken to facilitate 
the safe reopening of schools in line with public health advice. The experience to date supports 
the current international position that schools are low risk environments for Covid-19.

My Department has published a suite of helpful guidance for the safe and sustainable re-
opening of schools. Each school is required to have a COVID-19 Response Plan for the safe 
operation through the prevention, early detection and control of COVID-19 in line with public 
health advice. This guidance is focused on the practical steps schools must take to minimise the 
risk of transmission of infection.

Increasing separation and decreasing interaction is the basis of which physical distancing is 
achieved in schools in so far as is practicable. My Department has published helpful templates 
for schools on classroom layout to increase separation to the greatest degree possible. 

The objective is to limit contact between children in different class bubbles and pods as 
much as possible rather than to avoid all contact between pods as this will not always be pos-
sible.  In this regard pupils in special classes should continue to interact, or integrate, with 
mainstream classes to ensure their integration needs for educational purposes are addressed. 

However, the number of mainstream classes with which each special class pupil integrates 
should be minimised, in order to maintain pod grouping to the greatest extent possible, and to 
assist contact and tracing mechanisms, should this become necessary. 

At primary school level this may mean each special class pupil integrating with one main-
stream class only. At post-primary school level, this may mean special class pupils attending 
only those mainstream classes necessary for their subject participation. 

I would encourage the school in question to contact my Department’s helpline if they have 
particular queries in relation to my Department’s guidance for the safe and sustainable reopen-
ing of schools.

06/10/2020WRCC02600School Management

06/10/2020WRCC02700461. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 373 of 21 July 2020, the status of the further submission under consideration in 
her Department; if the school is now operating in compliance with all Department circulars; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [28515/20]

06/10/2020WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
matters referred to by the Deputy are being considered.  My Department continues to engage 
with the school directly in relation to the matters raised, including the submission referenced 
by the Deputy. 

06/10/2020WRCC02900Autism Support Services

06/10/2020WRCC03000462. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to a situation at a primary school (details supplied) with an attached autism unit in which 
children in the unit are not being allowed to integrate with their mainstream classmates; and if 
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she will make a statement on the matter. [28531/20]

06/10/2020WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I am not 
aware of an issue with the inclusion of students enrolled in special classes in mainstream classes 
in the school referenced by the Deputy. 

Special classes are part of a continuum of educational provision that enables students with 
more complex special educational needs to be educated, in smaller class groups, within their 
local mainstream schools. They offer a supportive learning environment to students who are un-
able to access the curriculum in a mainstream class, even with support, for most or all of their 
school day. 

Students enrolled in special classes should be included in mainstream classes to the greatest 
extent possible, in line with their abilities.

This should continue, however in a Covid-19 context the number of mainstream classes 
with which each special class student integrates should be minimised, in order to maintain pod 
grouping to the greatest extent possible, and to assist contact and tracing mechanisms, should 
this become necessary. 

At primary school level this may mean each special class pupil integrating with one main-
stream class only whereas, at post primary school level, this may mean special class pupils at-
tending only those mainstream classes necessary for their subject participation.

06/10/2020WRCC03200Schools Data

06/10/2020WRCC03300463. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the estimated full-
year cost of increasing the capitation grant for post-primary schools by 10%, 20%, 30%, 40% 
and 50%, respectively in tabular form. [28538/20]

06/10/2020WRCC03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The capitation grant has increased in 
each of the last two budgets.

I understand the need for improved capitation funding and I am pleased that budget 2020 
has been able to provide for a further 2.5% increase in standard capitation funding for post 
primary schools that applies from the start of the 2020/21 school year. This builds on the 5% 
increase in capitation announced in budget 2019.

The combined increases given in 2019 and 2020 mean that circa 40% restoration will be 
achieved. 

All schools have received the benefit of the capitation increases awarded to date.   It is my 
intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

In addition to the increases above the estimated cost of increasing the standard capitation for 
post primary schools by 10%, 20%, 30%, 40% and 50% is set out in the table below.

% increase €m
10% 9.8
20% 19.5 
30% 29.3 
40% 39.1
50% 48.9
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06/10/2020WRCC03500Schools Data

06/10/2020WRCC03600464. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the estimated full-
year cost of increasing the capitation grant for primary schools by 10%, 20%, 30%, 40% and 
50%, respectively in tabular form. [28539/20]

06/10/2020WRCC03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The capitation grant has increased in 
each of the last two budgets.

I understand the need for improved capitation funding and I am pleased that budget 2020 
has been able to provide for a further 2.5% increase in standard capitation funding for primary 
schools that applies from the start of the 2020/21 school year. This builds on the 5% increase in 
capitation announced in budget 2019.

The combined increases given in 2019 and 2020 mean that circa 40% restoration will be 
achieved. 

All schools have received the benefit of the capitation increases awarded to date.   It is my 
intention to seek funding for further capitation increases in future budgets.

In addition to the increases above the estimated cost of increasing the standard capitation for 
primary school by 10%, 20%, 30%, 40% and 50% is set out in the table below.

%  increase €m
10% 10.6 
20% 21.2
30% 31.8 
40% 42.5 
50% 53.1

06/10/2020WRCC03800Special Educational Needs Staff

06/10/2020WRCC03900465. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education the plans in place 
to minimise the movement of SNAs in circumstances in which they currently care for many 
students in different classes making contact tracing very difficult. [28559/20]

06/10/2020WRCC04000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Roadmap for the Full Return to School published in July and significant funding was provided 
to schools along with a range of supports and guidance to enable schools to plan for their re-
opening.

Extensive guidance on procedures for the reopening of schools is provided on the back to 
school website which can be assessed at www.gov.ie/backtoschool   

The website includes an FAQ section covering the most common queries received from 
schools, this is available at the following link, https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/389bd-topics-
being-raised-on-the-back-to-school-helpline/ details of the supports provided for the special 
education sector is available at the following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c0243-
supports-for-the-special-education-sector-in-the-reopening-of-schools/.

The guidance for schools will be updated as required and the Department will continue to 
work with the health authorities and implement as appropriate any changes necessary to sup-
port school reopening in line with any changes to public health advice to manage the spread of 
COVID-19. 
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In relation to the provision of SNA support, the role of the SNA remains unchanged and is to 
support the care needs of students with special educational needs in mainstream classes, special 
classes and special schools.

Special needs assistants (SNAs) will continue to be allocated to schools in accordance with 
existing criteria. There is no provision for schools to apply for additional temporary SNA or 
SET positions from September in order to support school reopening. 

The NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for students 
with special educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. 

DES Circular 0030/2014 in relation to the SNA scheme notes that the tasks of an SNA to 
provide for the care need of children with special educational needs include assistance with 
feeding, administration of medicine, assistance with toileting and general hygiene: (including 
catheterisation), Non-nursing care needs associated with specific medical conditions and assis-
tance with moving and lifting of children, operation of hoists and equipment.

The nature of these tasks means that social distancing cannot be maintained and SNAs are 
therefore not required to maintain social distancing while performing their tasks, where it is not 
reasonably possible for them to discharge their duties from a physical distance.

Schools have been provided with additional funding to purchase PPE and SNAs whose 
work requires them to be in close contact with children should be prioritised for provision of 
PPE. 

Education staff move routinely between schools in the context of substitute teachers, shared 
special education teachers and SNAs, and it is not possible to eliminate this movement entirely.

It is important that a staff member shared across class bubbles within a school should take 
particular care to maintain physical distancing and proper hand and respiratory hygiene in mov-
ing throughout the school. 

In accordance with the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act, it is the responsibility of 
school management authorities to have a safety statement in place in their schools. Schools are 
obliged to identify possible hazards, assess the risks to health and safety and put appropriate 
safeguards in place.

The Department is supporting schools implement these protocols by providing:

- Induction and tailored training programmes for school staff produced by the Department.

- Webinars on health and safety, returning to work safely, managing school return and well-
being.

- An enhanced Minor Works Grant to support full implementation of COVID-19 response 
plans.

- Additional financial supports to provide for additional cleaning, hand hygiene and PPE 
costs under the COVID-19 response plans.

As part of the Back to School measures, a specific training segment for SNAs is available 
on https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/dd7fb-induction-training-for-reopening-schools/#sna-
induction-training  

Further information from the Health Protection Surveillance Centre which provides a range 
of guidance of infection prevention and control in educational settings is available at the fol-
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lowing link: https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/edu-
cationguidance/  

06/10/2020WRCC04100Schools Site Acquisitions

06/10/2020WRCC04200466. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education if her officials will engage 
with a school (details supplied) to expedite the provision of a permanent site for the school 
within the Ballybrack or Loughlinstown area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28580/20]

06/10/2020WRCC04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department met with representatives 
of the school referred to by the Deputy earlier this year and clarified the position relating to the 
school’s accommodation.  

It is intended that the school in question will relocate to an existing building currently occu-
pied on an interim basis by another school while awaiting the construction of a building project 
for that school. 

In this regard, the building project for that school is currently at Stage 3, tender stage of the 
architectural planning process.

06/10/2020WRCC04400School Transport

06/10/2020WRCC04500467. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Education the criteria for school trans-
port to be provided to a Gaelscoil (details supplied). [28591/20]

06/10/2020WRCC04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department.  

In the 2019/20 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with spe-
cial educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary and 
post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost of 
over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

Under the terms of the scheme, children are eligible for school transport if they satisfy the 
distance criteria (3.2km at primary and 4.8km at post-primary) and are attending their nearest 
school/education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard to ethos 
and language. Distance eligibility is determined by Bus Éireann by measuring the shortest tra-
versable route from the child’s home to the relevant school.

Parents of a child wishing to avail of school transport services are required to apply on-line 
on Bus Éireann website at www.buseireann.ie.

All children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application and 
payment process on time are accommodated on school transport services where such services 
are in operation. 

Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on a concession-
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ary basis only and may be facilitated where spare seats are available after eligible children have 
been accommodated.  Where the number of ineligible children exceeds the number of spare 
seats available Bus Éireann will allocate tickets for the spare seats using an agreed selection 
process.

It is understood that the Gaelcoláiste referred to by the Deputy is an Aonad within the Com-
munity College referred to. The procedure for applying to the Aonad, is that a family should 
apply to the Community College on the Bus Éireann Online Family Portal and once the ap-
plication is made, the family should inform Bus Éireann that they are attending the Aonad part 
of the school. Eligibility will be re-assessed on the basis that the pupil is attending the Aonad.

If there are specific queries regarding eligibility or availability of services, families are ad-
vised to contact their local Bus Éireann office or School Transport Section of my Department.

06/10/2020WRDD00200Departmental Expenditure

06/10/2020WRDD00300468. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the cost to her Depart-
ment to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish law; 
the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each fine; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28608/20]

06/10/2020WRDD00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has not incurred any 
fines as a result of non-transposition of EUDirectives into Irish law in the last ten-year period.

06/10/2020WRDD00500School Admissions

06/10/2020WRDD00600469. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education if her Department was 
informed or consulted on the change in the admission policy of a school (details supplied); the 
advice which can be provided to parents whose children are currently pupils of another school 
and had an expectation that their children would be given priority as a selection criteria to the 
priority categories of applicants to the school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28626/20]

06/10/2020WRDD00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to school admissions, it is the 
responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in 
accordance with the Education Act, 1998 and the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018. 
My Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, 
cater for all pupils seeking school places in that area. 

Under the provisions of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018, all schools have 
drafted new policies, which will have been approved by the school patron by 15 September 
2020, and should now be published on the schools website. 

The act requires schools to clearly set out their selection criteria in their admission policies. 
Schools have discretion in relation to their admission criteria and how they are applied, feeder 
schools are permitted as a criterion under the act, and schools can continue to prioritise selected 
feeder schools should they wish to do so.  The criteria to be applied by schools and the order of 
priority are a matter for the schools themselves. 

Schools and their patrons have discretion in relation to their admission criteria and how 
they are applied and are not required to consult or inform my Department in relation to their 
selection criteria. My Department has not been informed or consulted in relation to the selection 
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criteria of Dominican College, Muckross Park.

06/10/2020WRDD00800State Examinations

06/10/2020WRDD00900470. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education the reason so many students 
were downgraded from H1 to H2 in the recent leaving certificate examination, especially when 
those students were identified as among the school’s highest achievers in that subject; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [28680/20]

06/10/2020WRDD01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a direct result of COVID-19, which prevented the state 
from running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations.

The design of the Calculated Grades model was informed by advice from a Technical Work-
ing Group comprising experts drawn from the State Examinations Commission, the Inspector-
ate of the Department of Education and Skills, the Educational Research Centre and interna-
tional external expertise. 

Schools provided an estimated percentage mark and a rank order for each student’s subjects.  
The process of national standardisation was applied to the school information in order to ensure 
comparability between the standards applied by individual schools and the national standard. 
We know from research that teachers are very good at making judgements about their students 
in the local context of the school.  Schools approached this task in a very professional man-
ner, in line with detailed guidelines about the process, but inevitably some schools were overly 
harsh in their estimations while others were overly generous. This is to be expected given that 
there is no national standard on which to base an estimated mark.  But to be fair to the class of 
2020, the teacher judgements made at the level of the school had to be adjusted so that a com-
mon national standard was applied.   It was inherent to the system of calculated grades that 
school estimates would be subject to adjustment through this standardisations process.  

These adjustments resulted in the school estimates staying the same or being revised up-
wards or downwards. The standardisation process operated on the premise that the school es-
timates should only be adjusted through the standardisation process where there was credible 
statistical evidence to justify changing them.  

A standardising process happens every year and would have happened in 2020 had the 
Leaving Certificate examinations been run as normal.   In the system of calculated grades, the 
standardisation process applied uniformly across all subject and levels and school types.  The 
degree to which mark changes occurred related to the degree of over or underestimation in the 
school estimates for each subject and each level.  This means that some students experienced 
mark changes from the school estimates but no changes to the grades based on the school esti-
mates; while others will have experienced marks changes from the teacher estimates leading to 
grade changes in one or more of their subjects.  

Following standardisation, the estimated percentage mark was converted to a calculated 
mark and subsequently, a calculated grade which was provided to students on 7 September. It is 
only at this point that students were awarded a grade.  

Therefore, it is not accurate to state that student(s) were downgraded, or upgraded, through 
the standardisation process.  Rather the grade that was awarded following the standardisation 
process is the grade for the 2020 Leaving Certificate (Calculated Grades).  

The overall data on school estimated marks showed that there was a very significant rise 
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in estimated grades against what would normally be achieved nationally. This level of grade 
increase based on the school estimates would have been unrealistic. For example, based on the 
school data there would have been 13.8% H1 grades this year when in a normal year there is 
5.8%. Even with the standardisation process the rate of H1s this year is over 9%.    

In terms of the grades awarded, 83% (almost 340,000) of all Leaving Certificate subject 
grades are either the same or higher than the school estimates while 17% (under 70,000) grades 
are lower. 

In the absence of the Leaving Certificate examinations in 2020 every effort has been made 
to make the system as fair as possible for as many students a possible. The statistical model 
used was blind to demographic characteristics either at the level of the student or the school.   
The standardisation process means that the same standard has been applied uniformly across 
all schools.  This means anyone using the certificate to make a judgement between two people 
who hold this certificate, either now or in the future, can place equal value on the same grade in 
the same subject, without regard to where they went to school, as they would in a normal year.

On 30 September, I announced that two errors had been found in the Leaving Certificate 
2020 Calculated Grades process. These errors related to the way in which the coding for the 
process utilised Junior Cycle data. 

On 03 October, following a further review of the coding by an independent third party, I 
announced that a further error had been identified. 

These errors were rectified, and following this, a total of 6,100 students have received high-
er grades. These students were able to access their improved results from 6pm on 03 October. 

Technical details of the Calculated Grades model and standardisation process were pub-
lished on the date of issue of the results and are available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/
publication/2ed9b-leaving-certificate-2020-calculated-grades-technical-reports/.

06/10/2020WRDD01100Departmental Expenditure

06/10/2020WRDD01200471. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 319 of 29 September 2020, if she will provide the total amount of ad-
ditional Covid-19 related Exchequer expenditure for 2021 for her Department and a breakdown 
by line items of this additional expenditure; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28683/20]

06/10/2020WRDD01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As part of the Roadmap for the Reopen-
ing Schools an estimated €437 million in additional financial supports are being provided to 
schools for the 2020/2021 academic year.  Of this €437 million, €211 million is being provided 
for the period August/September to December 2020 and €226m for January 2021 to July/Au-
gust 2021. These amounts do not include any additional post primary school transport costs 
arising from the Government Decision of 18 August, on foot of the updated health advice 
received, to review measures to ensure the safe operation of school transport for post primary 
school children as those costs are yet to be fully quantified.

The table below provides a breakdown of the estimated €437 million funding requirements 
by year and area of support. My Department is, as part of the 2021 Estimates process, engaging 
with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to agree a mechanism for the provision 
of additional Covid-related funding required for schools for the remainder of 2021 (i.e. August/
September to December 2021).
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Summary breakdown of Estimated COVID-19 Financial Supports associated with the 
Roadmap for the Reopening of School for the School Year 2020/21

Provision Total Costs 2020/21 Total Costs Aug/Sept –Dec 
2020

Total Costs Jan – Jul/
Aug 2021 

Targeted Supports in Advance of Reopening: to fa-
cilitate preparatory works to be completed in schools 
for reopening including refurbishments/reconfigura-
tions of school spaces and the set-up of hand sanitis-
ing stations and signage.

€79 €79m €0m

Supports to Sustain Reopening: to fund additional 
teachers in schools, the replacement of teachers 
and non-teaching staff unable to attend work due 
to Covid-19, additional release days for teach-
ing principals and deputy principals to implement 
Covid-19 measures, enhanced cleaning regimes and 
PPE equipment.

€346m €126m €220m

Other Costs to allow for the Safe reopening of 
Schools: to fund additional educational psychologi-
cal services to provide for wellbeing supports for stu-
dents and additional Covid supports for the transport 
of pupils on the school transport scheme (see note 1)

€12m €6m €6m

TOTAL €437m €211m €226m

Note 1:  Additional and as yet unquantified Covid-19 funding requirements are arising from 
the Government Decision of 18 August, on foot of the updated health advice received, to ensure 
the safe operation of school transport for post primary school children.

06/10/2020WRDD01400School Staff

06/10/2020WRDD01500472. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Education the actions she is tak-
ing to end the ongoing pay inequality for teachers here; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28694/20]

06/10/2020WRDD01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The public service agreements have al-
lowed a programme of pay restoration for public servants to start. The starting salary for a new 
entrant teacher in 2012 was €30,702. As a result of the programme of pay restoration, the start-
ing salary of a teacher from 1 October 2020 onwards will be €37,692.

Section 11 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017 provides that “the Minister [for 
Public Expenditure and Reform] shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
and lay before the Oireachtas a report on the cost of and a plan in dealing with pay equalisation 
for new entrants to the public service.”

The report laid before the Oireachtas on foot of this provision by the Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform assesses the cost of a further change which would provide a two scale 
point adjustment to new entrants recruited since 2011. The total cost of such an adjustment 
across the public sector is of the order of €200 million, of which Education accounts for ap-
proximately €83 million. The report also acknowledges that, during the financial crisis, there 
were policy changes which affected remuneration in different occupations across the public 
sector (including education).

The matter of new entrant pay is a cross sectoral issue, not just an issue for the education 
sector alone. The Government supports the gradual, negotiated repeal of the FEMPI legislation, 
having due regard to the priority to improve public services and in recognition of the essential 
role played by public servants.

The total year one cost of equalising the pay of new entrant teachers to the pre-2011 arrange-
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ments is estimated to be in the region of €59 million per annum in year one (€45 million for full 
resolution of pay scales and €14 million for re-instatement of the H.Dip allowance).  The costs 
would rise in subsequent years as more new entrants join the system.

On 24 September 2018, an agreement was reached between the Government and the public 
services committee of ICTU in respect of new entrant pay.

This agreement is benefitting 16,000 teachers and nearly 5,000 SNAs within the education 
sector. The deal provides for a series of incremental jumps for new entrants.

I am fully aware that the teacher unions have outstanding issues of concern following the 
September 2018 agreement. These outstanding matters will be given full consideration. This 
will happen in the context of the next round of pay talks. The positions of each of the parties on 
these matters must be given due regard in endeavouring to reach a mutually agreed resolution.

The current series of restorative measures for new entrants have been achieved through con-
tinued engagement and collective bargaining between the Government and the public service 
unions and shows the benefits that such engagement can bring. 

06/10/2020WRDD01700School Curriculum

06/10/2020WRDD01800473. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education when a reply will issue to 
a person (details supplied) following a letter to her Department dated 2 September 2020; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28705/20]

06/10/2020WRDD01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has issued replies to 
representations made on behalf of the individual referred to by the Deputy.

The key factor for determining the level of staffing resources provided at individual school 
level is the staffing schedule for the relevant school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 
30th September. The Department does not allocate classroom assistants as part of the staffing 
arrangements.

As part of the package of supports provided in the Roadmap for the Full Return to School, 
additional teachers are being provided to support the reopening of primary schools in order to 
provide enhanced substitution and eliminate the need to mix classes when a teacher is absent.  

Supply panels were established nationwide, the purpose of which is to support schools to 
manage sick leave and other absences, by having a supply of teachers to cover short term sub-
stitute absences, when required.   The school referred to by the Deputy is part of a Supply Panel 
in the Lifford area. 

06/10/2020WRDD02000State Examinations

06/10/2020WRDD02100474. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education the number of leaving certificate 
students in County Kerry that have had errors with their calculated grades identified; the nature 
of these errors; and the way they are categorised in tabular form. [28706/20]

06/10/2020WRDD02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a result of COVID-19, which prevented the State from 
running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations. The purpose of this process was to 
allow as many students as possible to progress to employment, further education and training, 
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or higher education. 

My Department contracted a Canadian company, Polymetrika International Inc. to assist 
with the development of the model.

On 30 September, I made a statement that advising that two errors had been identified in 
the Calculated Grades process. These meant that incorrect grades were issued to some students 
when they received their results on 7 September. 

The first error was identified by Polymetrika as having taken place when processing stu-
dents’ data. The error, in one out of 50,000 lines of code, was in relation to the processing of 
Junior Cycle data. The system was meant to draw on the core Junior Cycle subjects of English, 
Irish and Maths, and combine them with the students’ 2 best non-core subjects for all of the stu-
dents in each class in each school. The coding error instead combined them with the students’ 
2 weakest non-core subjects.

The error meant that, in some subjects, some students received Calculated Grades that were 
lower than they should have been, while some students received grades that were higher than 
they should have been. 

In the course of the complete review which the Department undertook, Departmental staff 
found a further error in the section of the code dealing with Junior Cycle results. The Junior 
Cycle subject Civil, Social and Political Education (CPSE) was meant to be disregarded as part 
of the model but was not. This second error, however, had a negligible impact on results.

I provided a further update on 03 October, announcing that improved Calculated Grades 
would issue to impacted students that day. This announcement was made following a review of 
essential aspects of the coding by Educational Testing Services, ETS, a non-profit organisation 
based in the United States. 

ETS completed their review and provided it to my Department on 3 October.  The review 
identified one further error, relating to how the code handled cases where students did not sit all 
three core subjects (Irish, English and Maths) at Junior Cycle level.  

As a result of rectification of the errors, a total of 6,100 students have received higher 
grades. This breaks down as follows:

- 5,408 students have received a higher grade, by one grade band, in one subject,

- 621 students have received a higher grade, by one grade band, in two subjects,

- 71 students have received a higher grade, by one grade band, in three or more subjects. 

National policy in relation to examination outcomes, as given effect in Section 53 of the 
Education Act 1998 (as amended), is focussed on guarding against the release of information 
which would enable the compilation of information (that is not otherwise available to the gen-
eral public) in relation to the comparative performance of schools in respect of the academic 
achievement of students. This means that generally examinations performance data analysis 
will only be presented and/or published on an aggregated, national basis and not at any more 
granular level, including by school but also by school type, geographic location, regional loca-
tion, etc.

In addition to the students who received a lower grade than they should have in this year’s 
Leaving Certificate, some students received a higher grade than they should have.  However, 
these students grades are not being amended. 
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ETS also identified an issue concerning how the algorithm used in the standardisation pro-
cess treated students’ marks at the extreme ends of the marks scale (99% and over, 1% and 
below). However, ETS also stated that this had no material impact on the results and no student 
could receive a lower grade as a result of it. 

Impacted students were sent a text message advising them to log onto the Calculated Grades 
Student Portal to access their revised results from 6.00pm on Saturday 03 October. 

The Department has sent a corrected file of student results to the CAO. The CAO will now 
establish how many students are eligible to receive a new CAO offer.  

The Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science will 
work with the CAO and the higher education institutions to see how these students can be fa-
cilitated to commence the course that they would, in other circumstances, have been offered in 
an earlier round. 

Any student who would have been entitled to a different offer in previous CAO rounds if 
they received the correct grade on 7 September will receive this offer or a deferred offer as soon 
as practicable after the updating of results.

This is in line with the practice that occurs in the appeals process every year.

06/10/2020WRDD02300School Curriculum

06/10/2020WRDD02400475. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Education if she is satisfied with the 
levels of computer literacy amongst students leaving secondary school; the computer literacy 
education second level students receive in all schools; if all students receive a basic level of 
computer literacy education in secondary schools; if not, to her plans ensure that computer 
literacy education is provided to all second level students; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28745/20]

06/10/2020WRDD02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Literacy and Numeracy Strategy In-
terim Review 2017 sets out the objective of embedding achievements in literacy, to include, the 
enhancement of digital literacy skills of all our learners. Development of the new Literacy and 
Numeracy Strategy has commenced with digital literacy remaining a key area of focus. Further 
the implementation of the Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020 will continue to improve 
engagement with digital literacy across the education continuum. 

Considerable work has been done in the development of curricula on digital literacy.  At 
both primary and post-primary levels considerable scope for building the capacity of students 
in the area of digital literacy is provided for through the emphasis on dispositions, competen-
cies and skills as foundational elements of the curriculum.  Specifically, in the newly introduced 
Framework for Junior Cycle digital literacy skills are promoted through the eight Key Skills (all 
skills have an ICT/digital component) and through the Statements of Learning. In addition, in 
the ongoing reviews of the Primary Curriculum and of the Senior Cycle the skills of, or skills 
closely related to, digital literacy, have featured strongly in all discussions on future provision.  

Currently at post-primary level, there are several programmes and courses in ICT and Digi-
tal Literacy already in place, particularly the Junior Cycle Short Course in Digital Literacy and 
the IT courses in the Leaving Certificate Applied programme. To a lesser extent, the recently-
introduced Leaving Certificate subject in Computer Science also looks at aspects of digital 
literacy. 
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In studying the Junior Cycle Short Course in Digital Media Literacy, students learn to use 
digital technology, communication tools and the internet creatively, critically and safely, in 
support of their development, learning and capacity to participate effectively in social and com-
munity life.

The Information and Communication Technology module forms part of the core curriculum 
for all Leaving Certificate Applied students. It is intended to develop the students’ skills, knowl-
edge, attitudes and understanding of Information and Communication Technology to enable 
them to use digital technology in both their current and future lives. 

In addition, areas such as Wellbeing and its constituent programmes in Social, Personal 
and Health Education, Relationships and Sexuality Education and Civic, Social and Political 
Education also underpin skills of digital literacy in engaging with the subject material in these 
courses.

The Digital Learning Framework is currently being disseminated to all schools. The Frame-
work promotes student engagement in the teaching and learning process and will help towards 
the development of digital literacy skills. The development and adaption of this Framework is a 
key objective of the Digital Strategy for Schools which is currently being implemented.

06/10/2020WRDD02600Schools Building Projects

06/10/2020WRDD02700476. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Education her plans for a new educational 
campus at Fortunestown Lane, Saggart, Co. Dublin; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28754/20]

06/10/2020WRDD02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A school building project which will 
deliver a 1000 pupil Post Primary School and a 16 classroom Primary Gaelscoil on the campus 
site in question is currently at planning permission stage. A request for further information was 
received from the Local Authority earlier this year and a response to the matters raised was 
submitted on 10 September. The planning decision is now awaited.  When this is received the 
project will then proceed to tender.

06/10/2020WRDD02900Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRDD03000477. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the estimated cost of con-
tracting all third-party companies to deal with the leaving certificate grades in tabular form. 
[28764/20]

06/10/2020WRDD03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a direct result of COVID-19, which prevented the state 
from running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations.

As part of initial contingency planning for the Leaving Certificate 2020, the State Examina-
tions Commission procured international expertise through Polymetrika.

Polymetrika was contracted to provide statistical and psychometric expertise, initially on 
the basis of contingency planning in the event of the Leaving Certificate not taking place as 
planned.

The value of that contract was €71,500 to cover 65 days. Any additional days are to be 
charged at €1,100 per day.
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Polymetrika played an integral part of the development and running of the Calculated Grades 
model, and as such the contract for Polymetrika was extended to implement the Calculated 
Grades model under the pre-agreed terms of the contract. This was done following the decision 
of Government on 8 May 2020 to postpone the Leaving Certificate Examinations.

Due to the time constraints the Department availed of the procurement process known as 
the Negotiated Procedure without Prior Publication. This is used in circumstances where it is a 
case of extreme urgency.

To date, the total gross cost of services provided by Polymetrika under contract has been 
approximately €193,000 which reflects services provided to end September.  

This expenditure reflects their work in both the contingency planning and the development 
and statistical work around the operation of the model.

As was announced on 30 September, the Department has also engaged the services of ETS, 
Educational Testing Service, a US-based non-profit organisation which specialises in educa-
tional measurement, to review essential aspects of the coding. ETS submitted their report of the 
review to the Department on 03 October. 

The cost of services provided by ETS has not yet been finalised. 

06/10/2020WRDD03200School Admissions

06/10/2020WRDD03300478. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Education the steps that can be taken 
by a national school to ensure that a neighbouring secondary school continues to recognise a 
national school as a feeder school in order that children from the locality may have access to a 
local secondary school as identified (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28770/20]

06/10/2020WRDD03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to schools admissions I wish 
to advise the Deputy, that it is the responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to 
implement an enrolment policy in accordance with the Education Act, 1998. My Department’s 
main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, cater for all pupils in 
the area seeking school places. 

Parents have the right to choose which school to apply to and where the school has places 
available the pupil should be admitted. However, in schools where there are more applicants 
than places available a selection process may be necessary. This selection process and the en-
rolment policy on which it is based must be non-discriminatory and must be applied fairly in 
respect of all applicants. However, this may result in some pupils not obtaining a place in the 
school of their first choice

A Board of Management may find it necessary to prioritise enrolment of children from par-
ticular areas or on the basis of some other criterion, including giving priority to applicants who 
have attended a particular primary school, commonly known as a feeder school.  The criteria to 
be applied by schools in such circumstances and the order of priority are a matter for the schools 
themselves. 

The question of enrolment in individual schools is the responsibility of the Board of Man-
agement on behalf of the school Patron and my Department does not seek to intervene in deci-
sions made by schools in such matters.
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06/10/2020WRDD03500School Transport

06/10/2020WRDD03600479. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education when CIÉ will be providing 
school transport for a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28781/20]

06/10/2020WRDD03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School Transport is a significant opera-
tion managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. 

In the 2019/2020 school year over 120,000 children, including over 14,200 children with 
special educational needs, were transported in over 5,000 vehicles on a daily basis to primary 
and post-primary schools throughout the country covering over 100 million kilometres at a cost 
of over €219m in 2019. 

The purpose of the Department’s School Transport Scheme for Children with Special Edu-
cational Needs is, having regard to available resources, to support the transport to and from 
school of children with special educational needs arising from a diagnosed disability. 

In general, children with special educational needs are eligible for school transport if they 
are attending the nearest school that is resourced to meet their special educational needs.   Eli-
gibility is determined following consultation with the National Council for Special Education 
through its network of Special Education Needs Organisers (SENO).  

The child referred to by the Deputy is eligible for school transport under the terms of the 
above scheme, and I am pleased to advise that a service to cater for the pupil was sanctioned 
by my Department on 28 September, 2020.  A new service for this pupil is being set up by Bus 
Éireann and Bus Éireann will be in contact with the family in regard to the arrangements for this 
service.  The family will be eligible for a grant until such time that the service is up and running.

06/10/2020WRDD03800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRDD03900480. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Education if a dedicated fund will be 
established for schools to support the purchase of PPE for medically vulnerable and pregnant 
teachers in view of the continuing Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will consider reviewing ma-
ternity leave arrangements for pregnant teachers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28832/20]

06/10/2020WRDD04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department has published a suite of 
helpful guidance for the safe and sustainable reopening of schools. Each school is required to 
have a COVID-19 Response Plan for the safe operation through the prevention, early detection 
and control of COVID-19 in line with public health advice. This guidance is focused on the 
practical steps schools must take to minimise the risk of transmission of infection

My Department has also published guidance in respect of the COVID -19 operational sup-
ports for Primary and Post Primary schools to fully and safely reopen in a sustainable way while 
minimising risk associated with COVID-19. This is available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

Following a centralised procurement process, my Department has established a multi-sup-
plier arrangement from which schools can choose a supplier and select the Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE), Consumables and equipment products that best suits their needs and the 
requirements under the Roadmap https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b264b-roadmap-for-the-
full-return-to-school/.
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This ensures schools have access to, on a value for money basis, a secure supply chain of 
various PPE and consumables under the Roadmap and their COVID-19 School Response Plan 
including hand sanitisers,  sanitiser fluids, face coverings/visors, gloves, wipes etc.

My Department’s Circular Letter 54/2019 contains the Maternity Leave Scheme for teach-
ers which is regulated by the Maternity Protection Act, 1994 as amended.  The general prin-
ciples to apply to the management of COVID-19 includes the safety and welfare of employees 
and the minimisation of the impact of COVID-19 on teaching and learning.

Under the current HSE guidelines, a pregnant employee is not deemed to be at very high risk 
of serious illness from contracting COVID-19, unless suffering from a serious heart condition.

06/10/2020WRDD04100School Curriculum

06/10/2020WRDD04200481. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education her plans to develop an 
online curriculum for primary school children isolating at home due to Covid-19; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28847/20]

06/10/2020WRDD04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my Department’s key objec-
tive for schools to remain open and to continue to operate as normal as possible with due regard 
to public health advices. There are however certain circumstances when remote teaching and 
learning will be necessary over the coming weeks and months.  

The events surrounding COVID-19 and the public health restrictions which resulted in the 
emergency closure of schools to learners has highlighted the absolute necessity for schools to 
be prepared to continue to support their pupils and be able to provide for continuity of teach-
ing and learning in the event of any further public health measures that require any closures of 
schools or individual classes.  Given the autonomy of schools in the delivery of the curriculum 
to their learners, schools and teachers are best placed to plan the mediation of the curriculum in 
the unusual circumstances that present themselves this year.

Extensive guidance and supports has already issued by my Department provides advice to 
assist schools in planning for a contingency situation where there may be a need to ensure that 
teaching and learning can be delivered remotely for pupils who cannot attend school for health 
reasons related to Covid-19, for situations where a school may be faced with closure for a pe-
riod due to public health advice and/or for supporting pupils at “very high risk” to COVID-19. 
My Department worked closely with the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA) in the preparation of the advice. 

The guidance includes links to a range of materials and supports developed by the Digital 
Technologies team of the Professional Development Service for Teachers (a Department sup-
port service for teachers) such as learning platforms and online tools which can be used to sup-
port remote/distance teaching and learning. Those resources continue to be available to schools.   

In order to further support remote teaching and learning my Department has also issued ICT 
grant funding to schools which, in the context of the current public health crisis, can be used to 
address ICT needs including digital devices, communication/learning platforms, software and 
other ICT solutions to support the provision of remote learning. Additional grant aid will issue 
during the current school year subject to the availability of exchequer funding.

To further support schools new guidelines will be published by my Department. The guide-
lines are designed to provide further guidance for schools to provide remote teaching and learn-
ing in situations as set out above and to individual students who may have to self-isolate or 
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restrict their movements. 

It builds on the Continuity of Schooling guidance documents provided by the Department 
to post-primary schools during the Covid-19 crisis. Details of online resources, provided by 
my Department’s support services, are set out along with how these resources will support 
schools in providing remote teaching and learning. The documents should be read in conjunc-
tion with the Department’s previous guidance to schools in relation supporting continuity of 
pupils’ learning during the March to June 2020 school closure period, available at: www.gov.ie. 

Communication and effective engagement are important elements in the remote learning 
environment. In this regard, and building on work already done by schools, my Department is 
also in the process of drafting a circular that will support schools to put in place appropriate ar-
rangements to facilitate engagement and communication with and between staff, between staff 
and learners and with the wider school community including parents. The supports set out in 
the circular will also facilitate schools in the development of online approaches to remote and 
blended learning that will help limit the impact of any future closures.  Consultation with stake-
holders to inform the final draft of this circular is underway at present.

06/10/2020WRDD04400School Curriculum

06/10/2020WRDD04500482. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education her plans to develop an 
online curriculum for post-primary school children isolating at home due to Covid-19; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28848/20]

06/10/2020WRDD04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It remains my Department’s key objec-
tive for schools to remain open and to continue to operate as normal as possible with due regard 
to public health advices. There are however certain circumstances when remote teaching and 
learning will be necessary over the coming weeks and months.  

The events surrounding COVID-19 and the public health restrictions which resulted in the 
emergency closure of schools to learners has highlighted the absolute necessity for schools to 
be prepared to continue to support their students and be able to provide for continuity of teach-
ing and learning in the event of any further public health measures that require any closures of 
schools or individual classes.  Given the autonomy of schools in the delivery of the curriculum 
to their learners, schools and teachers are best placed to plan the mediation of the curriculum in 
the unusual circumstances that present themselves this year.

Guidance already issued by my Department provides advice to assist schools in planning for 
a contingency situation where there may be a need to ensure that teaching and learning can be 
delivered remotely for pupils who cannot attend school for health reasons related to Covid-19, 
for situations where a school may be faced with closure for a period due to public health advice 
and/or for supporting pupils at “very high risk” to COVID-19. My Department worked closely 
with the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and the State Examinations 
Commission (SEC) in the preparation of the advice.

The guidance includes links to a range of materials and supports developed by the Digital 
Technologies team of the Professional Development Service for Teachers (a Department sup-
port service for teachers) such as learning platforms and online tools which can be used to sup-
port remote/distance teaching and learning. Those resources continue to be available to schools.   

In order to further support remote teaching and learning my Department has also issued ICT 
grant funding to schools which, in the context of the current public health crisis, can be used to 
address ICT needs including digital devices, communication/learning platforms, software and 
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other ICT solutions to support the provision of remote learning. Additional grant aid will issue 
during the current school year subject to the availability of exchequer funding.

To further support schools new guidelines will be published by my Department.The guide-
lines are designed to provide further guidance for schools to provide remote teaching and learn-
ing in situations as set out above and to individual students who may have to self-isolate or 
restrict their movements. 

It builds on the Continuity of Schooling guidance documents provided by the Department 
to post-primary schools during the Covid-19 crisis. Details of online resources, provided by 
my Department’s support services, are set out along with how these resources will support 
schools in providing remote teaching and learning. The documents should be read in conjunc-
tion with the Department’s previous guidance to schools in relation supporting continuity of 
pupils’ learning during the March to June 2020 school closure period, available at: www.gov.ie.

Communication and effective engagement are important elements in the remote learning 
environment. In this regard, and building on work already done by schools, my Department is 
also in the process of drafting a circular that will support schools to put in place appropriate 
arrangements to facilitate engagement and communication with and between staff, between 
staff and learners and with the wider school community including parents. The supports set out 
in the circular will also facilitate schools in the development of online approaches to remote 
and blended learning that will help limit the impact of any future closures.   Consultation with 
stakeholders to inform the final draft of this circular is underway at present.

06/10/2020WREE00200Gaelscoil Issues

06/10/2020WREE00300483. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education the number of Gaels-
coileanna nationally; the breakdown by county; the percentage of total primary and secondary 
schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28849/20]

06/10/2020WREE00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Please find below the requested informa-
tion.

2019-20 is the most recent year we have published data on the DES website for the re-
quested information.

The figure for primary schools is the number of mainstream primary schools which have 
“All Subjects Through Irish” as their Irish Classification Description. 

The figure for post-primary schools is the number of post-primary schools which have “All 
pupils taught all subjects through Irish” as their Irish Classification Description

This figures are collated from the relevant, Primary & Post Primary Data on Individual 
Schools, tables published on the DES website and can be found at the link below:

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-10-06_pq483-06-10-2020_en.xlsx”>Gaelscoileanna</a>]

06/10/2020WREE00500Gaelscoil Issues



6 October 2020

247

06/10/2020WREE00600484. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education if she has future plans to 
open additional gaelscoileanna; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28850/20]

06/10/2020WREE00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this in-
formation, my Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.  Major new 
residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter demand in that 
area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages with each of 
the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date information on significant new residential develop-
ment in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure planning is keeping 
pace with demographic changes as there is a constantly evolving picture with planned new 
residential development. 

Where data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such additional 
provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, depending on the 
circumstances, be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

- Provision of a new school or schools.

As the Deputy will be aware, since April 2018, the Government announced plans for the 
establishment of 45 new schools over the 4 year period 2019 to 2022. 

A patronage process is run after it has been decided, based on demographic analysis, that 
a new school is required.  This patronage process is open to all patron bodies and prospective 
patrons. Parental preferences from parents of children who reside in the school planning areas 
concerned, together with the extent of diversity currently available in these areas, are key to 
decisions in relation to the outcome of this process.  The Online Patronage Process System 
(OPPS) has been developed by my Department to provide objective information to parents 
and guardians which will allow them to make an informed choice in expressing a preference 
for their preferred model of patronage and language of instruction i.e. Irish or English for their 
child’s education.

In September 2019, I announced that five of the new primary schools being established from 
2020-2022 are being pre-designated for Irish-medium education. The five new schools will 
serve areas of growing populations where there is no existing Irish-medium primary school or 
where there is more than one new school to be established between 2019 and 2022.

In addition, the Schools Reconfiguration for Diversity Process provides an opportunity to 
increase the number of Gaelscoileanna nationwide.  The process, which involves the live trans-
fer of existing schools, is designed to provide additional multi-/non-denominational schools in 
Irish or English and an opportunity is available to English-medium schools seeking to make a 
transition to Irish-medium provision in that context, in line with the expressed wishes of parents 
and the local school community. Any school which is seeking a transfer of patronage, including 
transitioning to Irish-medium provision, should contact their school patron directly.

The requirement for new schools will be kept under on-going review and in particular will 
have regard to the impact of the increased roll out of housing provision as outlined in Project 
Ireland 2040.  My Department will also continue to monitor areas where the accommodation of 
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existing schools, including gaelscoileanna, may need to be expanded in order to meet the needs 
of the local population.

Details of schools that provide education through the medium of Irish are available on my 
Department’s website www.education.ie.

06/10/2020WREE00800School Curriculum

06/10/2020WREE00900485. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Education the number of students in 
secondary schools studying different subject areas for the leaving certificate in particular trades; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28851/20]

06/10/2020WREE01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The information sought by the Deputy is 
set out below in tabular form.  I advise him that the enrolment numbers include both 5th and 6th 
year students in the 2019/20 school year:

Leaving Certificate Established and Vocational Programme Subject Enrolments 5th and 6th year
Construction Studies 20,562 
Design & Communication Graphics 12,205 
Engineering 13,176 
Enterprise Education 30,836 
Home Economics 25,841 
Preparation for the World of Work 30,838 
Technology 3,878 

Leaving Certificate Applied Subject Enrolments 5th and 6th year
Childcare/Community Care 926
Crafts and Design 1,523
Engineering (LCA) 1,697
Graphics & Construction Studies 3,357
Hair & Beauty 722
Hotel Catering & Tourism 3,957
Information & Communication  Technology 2,956
Intro to Information &   Communication Techno 5,052
Leisure & Recreation including Physical Education 6,086
Mathematical Applications 6,243
Office Administration & Customer Care 941
Science (LCA) 1,926
Technology (LCA) 462
Voc. Preparation & Guidance 6,243
Vocational Education Task 949
Vocational Preparation Task 1,600

06/10/2020WREE01100State Examinations

06/10/2020WREE01200486. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Education her plans to address the errors 
in determining the leaving certificate calculated grades; if the State will be compensated for the 
errors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28868/20]

06/10/2020WREE01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a result of COVID-19, which prevented the State from 
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running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations. The purpose of this process was to 
allow as many students as possible to progress to employment, further education and training, 
or higher education. 

My Department contracted a Canadian company, Polymetrika International Inc. to assist 
with the development of the model.

On 30 September, I made a statement that advising that two errors had been identified in 
the Calculated Grades process. These meant that incorrect grades were issued to some students 
when they received their results on 7 September. 

The first error was identified by Polymetrika as having taken place when processing stu-
dents’ data. The error, in one out of 50,000 lines of code, was in relation to the processing of 
Junior Cycle data. The system was meant to draw on the core Junior Cycle subjects of English, 
Irish and Maths, and combine them with the students’ 2 best non-core subjects for all of the stu-
dents in each class in each school. The coding error instead combined them with the students’ 
2 weakest non-core subjects.

The error meant that, in some subjects, some students received Calculated Grades that were 
lower than they should have been, while some students received grades that were higher than 
they should have been. 

In the course of the complete review which the Department undertook, Departmental staff 
found a further error in the section of the code dealing with Junior Cycle results. The Junior 
Cycle subject Civil, Social and Political Education (CPSE) was meant to be disregarded as part 
of the model but was not. This second error, however, had a negligible impact on results.

I provided a further update on 03 October, announcing that improved Calculated Grades 
would issue to impacted students that day. This announcement was made following a review of 
essential aspects of the coding by Educational Testing Services, ETS, a non-profit organisation 
based in the United States. 

ETS completed their review and provided it to my Department on 3 October.  The review 
identified one further error, relating to how the code handled cases where students did not sit all 
three core subjects (Irish, English and Maths) at Junior Cycle level.  

As a result of rectification of the errors, a total of 6,100 students have received higher 
grades. This breaks down as follows:

- 5,408 students have received a higher grade, by one grade band, in one subject,

- 621 students have received a higher grade, by one grade band, in two subjects,

- 71 students have received a higher grade, by one grade band, in three or more subjects. 

National policy in relation to examination outcomes, as given effect in Section 53 of the 
Education Act 1998 (as amended), is focussed on guarding against the release of information 
which would enable the compilation of information (that is not otherwise available to the gen-
eral public) in relation to the comparative performance of schools in respect of the academic 
achievement of students. This means that generally examinations performance data analysis 
will only be presented and/or published on an aggregated, national basis and not at any more 
granular level, including by school but also by school type, geographic location, regional loca-
tion, etc.  

In addition to the students who received a lower grade than they should have in this year’s 
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Leaving Certificate, some students received a higher grade than they should have.  However, 
these students grades are not being amended. 

ETS also identified an issue concerning how the algorithm used in the standardisation pro-
cess treated students’ marks at the extreme ends of the marks scale (99% and over, 1% and 
below). However, ETS also stated that this had no material impact on the results and no student 
could receive a lower grade as a result of it. 

Impacted students were sent a text message advising them to log onto the Calculated Grades 
Student Portal to access their revised results from 6.00pm on Saturday 03 October. 

The Department has sent a corrected file of student results to the CAO. The CAO will now 
establish how many students are eligible to receive a new CAO offer.  

The Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science will 
work with the CAO and the higher education institutions to see how these students can be fa-
cilitated to commence the course that they would, in other circumstances, have been offered in 
an earlier round. 

Any student who would have been entitled to a different offer in previous CAO rounds if 
they received the correct grade on 7 September will receive this offer or a deferred offer as soon 
as practicable after the updating of results.

This is in line with the practice that occurs in the appeals process every year.

06/10/2020WREE01400Home Tuition Scheme

06/10/2020WREE01500487. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education the number of families 
in County Kildare that have requested home tuition supports in 2019 and to date in 2020; the 
number of applications that have been successful; the corresponding figures for 2018 and 2019; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28889/20]

06/10/2020WREE01600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
purpose of the Home Tuition Grant Scheme is to provide funding towards the provision of a 
compensatory educational service for children who, for a number of specific reasons, are unable 
to attend school.

Home tuition is not an alternative to a school placement and is provided in very limited and 
specific circumstances. By its nature, it is intended to be a short term intervention.

The scheme provides a compensatory educational service for children enrolled in schools, 
with significant medical conditions which has caused, and is likely to continue to cause, major 
disruption to their attendance at school. 

The scheme also provides for children with special educational needs seeking an educa-
tional placement in a recognised school and early intervention for children with autism aged 
from 2.5 years to 5 years who meet the schemes eligibility criteria.

The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the table below.

Home Tuition Grants Sanctioned - Co. Kildare

School Year SEN under 6 SEN over 6 Medical   
2018/2019 29 2 31
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School Year SEN under 6 SEN over 6 Medical   
2019/2020 29 2 18
2020/2021 (to date) 7 8 3

06/10/2020WREE01700Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WREE01800488. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education if there was a tender process 
that secured the contractor (details supplied) for the modelling of the predictive grade system; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28904/20]

06/10/2020WREE01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The decision to adopt a model of Cal-
culated Grades by my Department was a direct result of COVID-19, which prevented the state 
from running the conventional Leaving Certificate Examinations.

As part of initial contingency planning for the Leaving Certificate 2020, the State Examina-
tions Commission procured international expertise through Polymetrika.

Polymetrika was contracted to provide statistical and psychometric expertise, initially on 
the basis of contingency planning in the event of the Leaving Certificate not taking place as 
planned.

The value of that contract was €71,500 to cover 65 days. Any additional days are to be 
charged at €1,100 per day.

Polymetrika played an integral part of the development and running of the Calculated Grades 
model, and as such the contract for Polymetrika was extended to implement the Calculated 
Grades model under the pre-agreed terms of the contract. This was done following the decision 
of Government on 8 May 2020 to postpone the Leaving Certificate Examinations.

Due to the time constraints the Department availed of the procurement process known as 
the Negotiated Procedure without Prior Publication. This is used in circumstances where it is a 
case of extreme urgency.

To date, the total gross cost of services provided by Polymetrika under contract has been 
approximately €193,000 which reflects services provided to end September.

This expenditure reflects their work in both the contingency planning and the development 
and statistical work around the operation of the model.

As was announced on 30 September, the Department has also engaged the services of ETS, 
Educational Testing Service, a US-based non-profit organisation which specialises in educa-
tional measurement, to review essential aspects of the coding. ETS submitted their report of the 
review to the Department on 03 October. 

The cost of services provided by ETS has not yet been finalised.

06/10/2020WREE02000Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WREE02100489. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education if she has engaged a 
third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to conduct online and 
or social media monitoring and or provide reports on social media coverage of her Department; 
if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media platforms being monitored will be 
provided. [28913/20]



Questions - Written Answers

252

06/10/2020WREE02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department has not engaged a third 
party to conduct online or social media monitoring.

06/10/2020WREE02300Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WREE02400490. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Education the number of staff in 
her Department on sick leave between March and September by month in 2019 and to date 
2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; the 
number of sick days accounted for by her Department over the period; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28931/20]

06/10/2020WREE02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The information requested by the Deputy 
is provided below.

The regulations governing sick leave in the Public Service are SI 124 of 2014. Limits for 
sick leave are 92 days full pay in a rolling one year period followed by 91 days on half pay 
subject to a maximum of 183 days in a rolling four year period. The figures provide below are 
in relation to this Department and the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science as the figures are not currently being recorded separately for each De-
partment.  

MONTH YEAR No of Staff on Sick Leave No of Sick Leave Days

03 - March 2019 226 1495.16

2020 145 1318.35

04 - April 2019 184 1329.88

2020 40 636.83

05 - May 2019 192 1391.06

2020 43 684.35

06 - June 2019 163 1237.88

2020 58 684.08

07 - July 2019 169 1291.38

2020 56 751.16

08 - August 2019 183 1292.26

2020 62 734.19

09 - September 2019 240 1548.11

2020 85 615.29

06/10/2020WREE02600Registration of Deaths

06/10/2020WREE02700491. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Social Protection the legislation that 
outlines the time frame in which deaths must be reported; the current time frame; her plans to 
shorten same in view of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28309/20]

06/10/2020WREE02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Part 5 of the Civil Reg-
istration Act 2004, as amended, provides the legal framework for the registration of deaths.  
Currently, the obligation to register a death rests with the relatives of the deceased, or in their 
absence, other persons specified in the Act.  A death must be registered within three months of 
the date of death.  Other than the obligation to register a death, there are no other legal obliga-
tions to report a death to the Civil Registration Service.  Specific arrangements are in place for 
the notification of certain deaths to a Coroner under the Coroners Acts.
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Some four in every five deaths that are not referred to Coroners are registered within the 
three month timeframe.  The manner and operation of the death registration process has been 
identified as an area requiring reform to ensure it meets with domestic and international public 
health and reporting requirements for life events.  The General Register Office (GRO), which 
comes under aegis of my Department,  is leading an inter-agency working group to modernise 
the way deaths are notified and subsequently registered.   This work is timely as it coincides 
with recommendations made by the National Public Health Emergency Team to reduce the 
length of time between the date of death and registration.

The working group is finalising proposals which, following public and stakeholder engage-
ment, will form the basis for legislative changes to the Civil Registration Act to be considered 
by the Government. 

I have been informed by the GRO that the proposals emerging from the Working Group will 
focus on reducing the current timeframe for death registration and on introducing new mecha-
nisms for the early notification and registration of deaths, including technological and process 
changes. 

 I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WREE02900Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WREE03000492. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person can 
still claim the pandemic unemployment payment in cases in which they are on the pandemic 
unemployment payment and seeking to improve their future career prospects by enrolling in a 
part-time Springboard course; and if not, if they are required to switch to another form of social 
welfare which may be of a lesser value and as such act as a disincentive. [28343/20]

06/10/2020WREE03100504. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection if those on the pan-
demic unemployment payment or similar will be deemed eligible for retraining grants that are 
ordinarily reserved for those on jobseeker’s allowance rather than have to lose out on money by 
switching to the latter in view of the unprecedented circumstances due to Covid-19. [28204/20]

06/10/2020WREE03200505. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person who com-
mences a part-time Springboard course can still be in receipt of the pandemic unemployment 
payment. [28205/20]

06/10/2020WREE03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 492, 504 and 505 together.

My Department’s Back to Education Allowance (BTEA) provides income support for job-
seekers and certain others in receipt of social welfare payments who pursue full-time courses of 
education at second or third level.  The main focus of the allowance is to assist qualifying ap-
plicants to improve their educational qualifications and their prospects of gaining employment.  

The BTEA has been extended as part of the July Stimulus in response to Covid-19.  Ordi-
narily a person must be in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment for a minimum period 
before being eligible to apply for the BTEA when pursuing training or education, including 
SpringBoard.  The qualifying period has been waived for people on coming from the PUP.  This 
ensures that those who have lost their employment during the pandemic have immediate access 
to a range of educational options.  

In order to avail of continued financial support while pursuing a full-time course, a person 



Questions - Written Answers

254

in receipt of the PUP should apply for a jobseeker payment and continue payment on the BTEA 
to the end of their course.  The BTEA is payable at the jobseekers rate. 

Where someone in receipt of PUP wishes to pursue part-time study, including part-time 
SpringBoard, they can continue to receive PUP while they continue to satisfy the conditions of 
that payment.  

Any person seeking to return to education should engage with their local Intreo Centre to 
assess their options.

I trust this clarifies the issues for the Deputies.

06/10/2020WREE03400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WREE03500493. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection the supports that will 
be provided to assist persons that have to take time off work to self-isolate in cases in which a 
family member living in the same household awaits a Covid-19 test result; if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that at present some persons have to take annual leave or may receive no 
income in respect of such days not in work; if her attention has been further drawn to the fact 
that the present necessary and appropriate self-isolation is causing financial difficulties for some 
persons and families, particularly for those on lower incomes; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [28632/20]

06/10/2020WREE03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Under the Health (Preser-
vation and Protection and other Emergency Measures in the Public Interest) Act 2020 (No. 1), 
the Government, having regard to the manifest and grave risk to human life and public health 
posed by the spread of Covid-19, extended the Social Welfare Acts to provide for entitlement to 
illness benefit for persons who have been diagnosed with, or are a probable source of infection 
with Covid-19.

The rate of payment of the enhanced Illness Benefit payment in respect of COVID-19 is 
higher than the normal maximum personal rate for a limited period.  The measures were de-
signed to ensure that where a registered medical practitioner or a HSE medical officer diag-
noses a person with COVID-19 or identifies him or her as a probable source of infection of 
COVID-19, the person concerned can comply with medical advice to isolate, while having 
their income protected.  This is essential to limit and slow down the spread of the virus, to keep 
the number of people affected to a minimum, and to reduce a peak of cases which would cause 
extreme pressure on the health system.

The enhanced rate of Illness Benefit was brought in as a short-term public health measure 
and is not a long-term income support payment.  It is payable for 2 weeks where a person is iso-
lating as a probable source of infection of Covid-19 and for up to 10 weeks where a person has 
been diagnosed with Covid-19.  Certification by a registered medical professional is required 
to support any claim for the special Covid 19 Illness payment.  There are no waiting days in 
respect of the enhanced illness benefit payment.  Only one contribution is required in the four 
weeks before the claim, thereby making the payment more accessible.

Where a medical practitioner advises a person to remain away from work because an under-
lying medical condition means they are unable to work safely, then the standard Illness Benefit 
payment may be made, subject to the conditions of the scheme being satisfied. 

The purpose of the enhanced Illness Benefit payment in respect of COVID-19 is to encour-
age people to not go to work due to financial constraint when they should be in isolation. 
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When the enhanced payment was introduced, it was intended for people who were self-iso-
lating or in a medical facility.  Subsequently the HSE and the Department of Health introduced 
another category - for people who were advised to restrict their movements.  

 According to the HSE, people will need to self-isolate:

- if they have symptoms of COVID-19

- while they wait for a test appointment and test results, if they have symptoms of COVID-19

- if they have had a positive test result for COVID-19

People are advised by the HSE to restrict their movements for 14 days if they:

- are a close contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19

- live with someone who has symptoms of COVID-19, but feel well

- are being tested as a close contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19 and don’t have any 
symptoms

- arrive into Ireland from a country that is not on the COVID-19 green list - this list is 
reviewed regularly based on advice from officials including public health experts and will be 
updated if needed

Employers are asked to facilitate remote working where possible – in this situation people 
should remain on full pay from the employer.  

From the outset of COVID-19, many employers will have taken the initiative, in line with 
subsequent requests from the Government, to be as flexible as possible in allowing staff time 
off where required. Employers have a general duty of care towards their workers and that care 
is often expressed in the form of negotiation, compromise and flexibility.  Some of the options 
to be considered for workers with responsibilities that preclude them from working their normal 
hours in the normal, pre-COVID-19, may include:

- offering paid compassionate leave

- allowing employees to work from home

- altering shifts, so that employees can co-ordinate caring between themselves and partners, 
or another person

- allowing employees to take or rearrange annual leave

- allowing employees to rearrange parental leave

- allowing employees to take paid time off that can be worked back at a later time etc.

- allowing employees to take unpaid leave until they can return to work full or part-time.

In the event of an employee being told by their employer to go home or stay at home for a 
period of time without pay they may be entitled to claim the Pandemic Unemployment Payment 
or Jobseekers Benefit/Allowance.  If they are not eligible for those payments, then they may 
apply for Supplementary Welfare Allowance.

06/10/2020WREE03700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports
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06/10/2020WREE03800494. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Social Protection if provisions are 
being considered with regard to sole traders and the provision of redundancy to staff if they are 
to face closure due to the Covid-19 pandemic (details supplied). [28883/20]

06/10/2020WREE03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Redundancy Pay-
ments Act 1967, as amended, provides for the making of payments by employers to employees 
in respect of redundancy. It is the employer’s responsibility to pay statutory redundancy pay-
ments to all eligible employees. In the event that an employer is unable to pay due to financial 
difficulties, an application for payment from the Social Insurance Fund may be submitted to the 
Department. 

When such a redundancy payment is made from the Social Insurance Fund, a debt is raised 
against the employer. The Department is obliged to make every effort to recover the debt owed, 
in accordance with Section 32 of the Act. The Department will engage with employers to estab-
lish their financial situation and seeks to recover the debt on a mutually agreed basis, including 
repayments by instalment, where appropriate.

In the case of sole traders, they do not have the protection of limited liability.  In such in-
stances the full liability remains with them or their estate. Since the start of the pandemic the 
Department has been very mindful of the difficulties that sole traders are facing. For a time, debt 
reminder letters did not issue. In some circumstances debt repayments were suspended until the 
business is in a better financial position. If a closure situation arises, the existing mechanisms 
are flexible enough to make statutory redundancy payments on behalf of employers and to ad-
just the repayment arrangements, thus easing the pressures on sole traders. 

The Department’s policy is kept under review but any change to the policy must ensure that 
employer debt is recovered in full wherever possible. 

06/10/2020WREE04000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WREE04100495. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the average time from 
sole traders completing and submitting a form for the €1,000 grant to the local Intreo office to 
receipt of the funding. [28078/20]

06/10/2020WREE04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As announced in the July 
Stimulus package, the enterprise support grant was extended to assist eligible self-employed, 
including sole traders, who exit the COVID-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment or jobseek-
ers schemes after 18th May 2020 to re-start their business which was closed due to the impact 
of the pandemic.  Funding of €12 million has been provided for this grant.  

Since the launch of the grant in August, my Department has paid almost €2.9 million to over 
3,100 small businesses who have reopened their business.

My Department is committed to providing a quality service to all its applicants.  This in-
cludes ensuring that applications are processed and that decisions on entitlement are made as 
quickly as possible.  The national average time to approve a grant application is currently ap-
proximately two weeks. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WREE04300Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment
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06/10/2020WREE04400496. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Social Protection when a person (details 
supplied) will receive the correct rate of pandemic unemployment payment; when arrears will 
be issued in view of the fact they are at the lower rate and have provided all documentation 
advising they should be on the higher rate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28117/20]

06/10/2020WREE04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment in respect of the person concerned has now been re-rated to a rate of €250 
per week, based on their 2019 self-employed returns. Arrears due from 26/06/2020 will issue 
next week.

06/10/2020WREE04600Fuel Allowance

06/10/2020WREE04700497. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person 
(details supplied) will be considered for the fuel allowance on a temporary basis to allow the 
fuel allowance to be awarded to those that are just above the threshold and cocooning at home. 
[28149/20]

06/10/2020WREE04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The fuel allowance is a 
payment of €24.50 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €686 each year) from October to April, 
to an average of 352,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €261.35 million in 
2020.  The purpose of this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The 
allowance represents a contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended 
to meet those costs in full.  Only one allowance is paid per household.

My Department also pays an electricity or gas allowance under the Household Benefits 
scheme at an estimated cost of €194 million in 2020.  This is paid at a rate of €35 per month, 
12 months of the year.  

The criteria for fuel allowance are framed in order to direct the limited resources available to 
my Department in as targeted a manner as possible.  Therefore, to receive the fuel allowance a 
person must be in receipt of a qualifying payment from my Department and also have satisfied 
a means test.  

Fuel allowance can only be paid if the qualifying criteria are met and cannot be paid on a 
discretionary or temporary basis.  

However, under the supplementary welfare allowance scheme, exceptional needs payments 
may be made to help meet an essential, once-off cost which customers are unable to meet out 
of their own resources, and this may include exceptional heating costs.  Decisions on such pay-
ments are made on a case-by-case basis.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRFF00200Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WRFF00300498. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of persons in receipt of the various rates of pandemic unemployment payments, including the 
sectors in which the recipients previously worked; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28176/20]

06/10/2020WRFF00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The information request-
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ed by the Deputy is set out in the table.

Table 1: PUP recipients by rate payable week ending 3rd October 2020

€ € €

Sector  €203 €250 €300 

A Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing 720 488 1,555 

B Mining and Quarrying 26 17 137 

C Manufacturing 1,783 1,501 8,484 

D Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air Conditioning Supply 38 29 145 

E Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste Management and Remediation activities 85 68 524 

F Construction 2,580 2,199 12,134 

G Wholesale and Retail Trade; Repair of Motor Vehicles and Motorcycles 6,873 6,399 17,678 

H Transport and Storage 1,226 1,225 5,450 

I Accommodation and Food service activities 11,485 10,705 29,650 

J Information and Communication activities 1,211 834 4,048 

K Financial and Insurance activities 1,343 877 3,250 

L Real Estate activities 743 605 1,992 

M Professional, Scientific and Technical activities 1,969 1,513 7,789 

N Administrative and Support service activities 4,326 3,684 15,101 

O Public Administration and Defense; Compulsory Social Security 1,303 754 2,257 

P Education 2,554 1,803 5,037 

Q Human Health and Social Work activities 2,063 1,684 4,225 

R Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 1,989 1,275 3,077 

S Other service activities 2,213 1,838 4,069 

T Activities of Households as Employers 573 343 932 

U Activities of Extra-territorial Organizations and Bodies 2 0 4 

Unclassified or Unknown 3,725 1,052 1,917 

Total 48,794 38,893 129,455

06/10/2020WRFF00500Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WRFF00600499. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost of 
paying all those in receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment a rate of €350 until the end 
of April 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28177/20]

06/10/2020WRFF00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The cost of Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (PUP) up to April 2021 will depend on the ongoing suppression of the 
Covid-19 virus. 

The Government has already decided to extend the PUP scheme to early April 2021 at an 
estimated total cost of €5.1 billion.

The additional estimated cost of paying all people in receipt of the pandemic unemployment 
payment a rate of €350 until April 2021 would be in excess of €600m.

06/10/2020WRFF00800Social Welfare Rates

06/10/2020WRFF00900500. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the full-year 
cost of increasing all social welfare payments to €350 per week; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28178/20]

06/10/2020WRFF01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated full year 
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cost of increasing all weekly social welfare payments to €350 per week is €10.0 billion. 

It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of emerging trends 
and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients. 

It should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified 
adults and for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.

06/10/2020WRFF01100Social Welfare Rates

06/10/2020WRFF01200501. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the full-year 
cost of increasing all social welfare payments to €300 per week; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28179/20]

06/10/2020WRFF01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated full year 
cost of increasing all weekly social welfare payments to €300 per week is €6.1 billion.  

It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in the context of emerging trends 
and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients.

It should also be noted that these costings include proportionate increases for qualified 
adults and for those on reduced rates of payment, where relevant.

06/10/2020WRFF01400Carer’s Allowance

06/10/2020WRFF01500502. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated 
full-year cost of granting a €1,000 bonus to all recipients of the carer’s allowance. [28184/20]

06/10/2020WRFF01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated cost of 
paying a once-off bonus of €1,000 to all recipients of Carer’s Allowance is €85.6 million, based 
on the estimated number of recipients in 2020.  This estimate is subject to change in the context 
of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients.

All recipients of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit and Domiciliary Care Allowance are 
automatically entitled to the Carer’s Support Grant, which is an annual payment of €1,700 for 
carers who look after people in need of full-time care and attention.  The grant is also paid to 
others who are not in receipt of a social welfare payment but who are providing full time care 
and attention.

The grant is paid in a single annual lump sum, usually on the first Thursday in June.  The 
grant is not means-tested and is not taxable.  It is paid in respect of each care recipient.

06/10/2020WRFF01700Living Wage

06/10/2020WRFF01800503. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated 
full-year cost of moving all social welfare claimants, including pensioners, to a living wage. 
[28185/20]

06/10/2020WRFF01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy has clari-
fied, this question relates to increasing the rates of all social welfare payments to meet the Mini-
mum Essential Standard of Living (MESL).
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The MESL is an assessment, developed by the Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice, of 
the minimum income needed to live and partake in the social and economic norms of everyday 
life for various household types.

The most recent report indicates that the welfare system already provides adequate supports 
for some household types (for example, families with young children in urban locations) but 
that there is an adequacy gap with respect to other households types, for example families with 
older children.

It should be noted that the MESL for welfare households assumes that households are eli-
gible for a medical card and, as such, health and insurance costs are reduced accordingly.  While 
the model assumes that pensioners have the Free Travel pass and the Household Benefits pack-
age, it does not assume this for working age people.  Certain working age recipients of welfare 
payments qualify for Free Travel – recipients of Disability Allowance, Invalidity Pension, and 
Carer’s Allowance, for example. 

Bringing weekly working age social welfare rates in line with the MESL would entail in-
creasing the maximum personal rate to €250 and the Qualified Child Increase to €48.20 for 
children under 12 and €94.70 for children aged 12 and over.  There would be no proportionate 
increase in the current rate for Qualified Adults in order to meet the MESL.

Bringing pension rates in line with the MESL would require an increase of €51.40 for pen-
sioners living alone in rural areas. There would be no increase to the rate of payment for pen-
sioner couples, or pensioners living alone in urban areas. While it is not possible at this time to 
provide an estimate for those living in rural areas only, the estimated cost of an increase for all 
pensioners in receipt of the Living Alone Allowance is included in the figure below.

The estimated cost of bringing working age and pension welfare payments to meet the 
Minimum Essential Standard of Living (MESL), as outlined above, is €2.9 billion.  This costing 
is subject to change in the context of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated 
numbers of recipients.

  Questions Nos. 504 and 505 answered with Question No. 492.

06/10/2020WRFF02200Carer’s Allowance

06/10/2020WRFF02300506. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to commence 
the restoration of the carer’s allowance income disregard to ensure those on the average indus-
trial income can qualify; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28236/20]

06/10/2020WRFF02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The main income sup-
ports for carers provided by my Department are Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit, Domi-
ciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  The estimated expenditure on Carer’s 
Allowance in 2020 is approximately €916 million.  Combined spending on all these payments 
to carers in 2020 is expected to exceed €1.3 billion.   

Carer’s Allowance is a means tested payment made to people whose income falls below 
certain limits, and who are looking after certain people in need of full-time care and attention. 

This allowance is part of the system of social assistance supports that provide payments 
based on an income need.  The means test plays a critical role in determining whether or not an 
income need arises as a consequence of a particular contingency – such as disability, unemploy-
ment or caring.  This ensures that the recipient has a verifiable income need and that resources 
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are targeted to those who need them most.  

Current disregards for Carer’s Allowance are €332.50 per week for a single person and 
€665 per week for a couple, making the means test for carers the least onerous within the social 
protection system.  

In the case of a couple, a carer may retain a full-rate payment of €219.00 per week while 
having an annual income of €37,500 from employment, retain a payment of (just under half-
rate) €109.00 per week while having an annual income from employment of €49,750, and retain 
the minimum payment of €4 per week while having an annual income of €61,000. 

In the case of a single carer a similar scenario illustrates that a carer may retain a full-rate 
payment of €219.00 while having an annual income of just under €19,000, retain a payment of 
€109.00 per week (just under half-rate) while having an annual income of €25,400, or retain the 
minimum payment of €4 per week while having an annual income of €31,100. 

The Department has made an estimate of the cost of increasing the weekly income disre-
gards for Carer’s Allowance to €450 for a single person and to €900 for a couple using the ESRI 
SWITCH model.  This analysis suggests that it would cost in the region of an additional €73 
million per annum with net expenditure estimated in the order of €55 million per annum. 

Changes to schemes are considered in an overall budgetary and policy context and from an 
evidence based perspective.  Some 92% of the current recipients of Carer’s Allowance have no 
means or means of less than €7.60 per week and would not benefit by an increase in the disre-
gard.  

My Department also offers other, non-means-tested, supports to carers.  The Carer’s Sup-
port Grant is not mean-tested and is available to all carers who meet the eligibility criteria.  The 
payment is not dependent on a person receiving a weekly carer’s payment.  This non-taxable 
grant of €1,700  is payable annually in June.

I can assure the Deputy that I am very much aware of the key role that family carers play in 
our society and I will continue to keep the range of supports available to carers under review.  
Any changes to scheme criteria, however, would have implications for overall spending and 
would need to be addressed in an overall budgetary context.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRFF02500Carer’s Allowance

06/10/2020WRFF02600507. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the costs associated 
with caring can be deducted from reckonable income for carer’s allowance applicants; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28237/20]

06/10/2020WRFF02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Government ac-
knowledges the important role that family carers play and is fully committed to supporting 
carers in that role.  This commitment is recognised in both the Programme for Government and 
the National Carers’ Strategy. 

My Department provides income supports to carers such as Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s 
Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  Combined spending on 
all these payments to family carers in 2020 is expected to exceed €1.3 billion. 

Carer’s Allowance is a means-tested payment for carers who, on a full-time basis, look af-
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ter certain people in need of full-time care and attention, where the carer’s income falls below 
certain limits.  At the end of August 2020, there were 87,733 people in receipt of Carer’s Allow-
ance.  The estimated expenditure in 2020 is approximately €916 million.

The means test conditionality for Carer’s Allowance is consistent with the overall rules that 
apply to social assistance payments.  The system of social assistance supports provides pay-
ments based on an income need, with the means test playing the critical role in determining 
whether or not an income need arises as a consequence of a particular contingency - be that 
illness, disability, unemployment or caring.  The application of a means-test not only ensures 
that the recipient has an income need but also that scarce resources are targeted to those with 
the greatest need. 

The deduction of further expenses from reckonable income in the means test for Carer’s Al-
lowance would effectively increase the current income disregards applied.  It should be noted 
that the means test for Carer’s Allowance is the most generous in the social welfare system, 
especially with regard to earnings disregards.  In the case of a single person, €332.50 of gross 
weekly income is not taken into account (i.e. is disregarded).  In the case of a person who is 
married, in a civil partnership or cohabiting, the first €665 of combined gross weekly income 
is disregarded.  PRSI, travel costs, superannuation and union contributions from the weekly in-
come from employment are deducted before the disregard is applied.  This is in line with most 
social assistance payments.  For a couple, the combined gross weekly balance is then halved to 
give the carer’s weekly means.  

A couple earning up to €37,500 per year can qualify for the maximum rate while a couple 
earning €49,750 can, due to the tapered withdrawal approach, retain a payment of just under 
half-rate.  A single person may keep a full-rate payment while having an annual income of just 
under €19,000, and keep a payment of just under half-rate while having an annual income of 
€25,400. 

The exclusion of other costs, as suggested by the Deputy, in the calculation of income could 
have significant budgetary implications and would give rise to inconsistencies in how means 
tests are applied across schemes. It would also significantly increase the complexity of the 
means assessment process. 

Any changes to the means conditions for any of the schemes operated by the Department, 
including the Carer’s Allowance, would need to be addressed in a budgetary context.I hope this 
clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRFF02800Carer’s Allowance

06/10/2020WRFF02900508. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to increase the 
disregard allowable in the capital formula for carer’s allowance; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28238/20]

06/10/2020WRFF03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department operates 
a range of means-tested social assistance payments.  Social welfare legislation provides that the 
means test takes account of the income and assets of the person (and spouse/partner, if appli-
cable) applying for the relevant scheme.  Income and assets include income from employment, 
self-employment, occupational pensions, maintenance payments as well as property owned 
(other than the family home) and capital such as savings, shares and other investments.  

The assessment of capital reflects the fact that there is an expectation that people with rea-
sonable amounts of capital and property are in a position to use that capital, or to realise the 
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value of property, to support themselves without having to rely solely on a means-tested welfare 
payment. 

In this regard, for Carer’s Allowance, the first €20,000 of capital is fully disregarded; the 
next €10,000 assessed at €1 per thousand, the next €10,000 is assessed at €2 per thousand, with 
the remainder assessed at €4 per thousand.   

In relation to Carer’s Allowance, as the first €332.50 of gross weekly income for single 
people and the first €665 for couples is fully disregarded, and combined with a general disre-
gard of €7.60 per week, 92% of the approximately 87,000 Carer’s Allowance recipients have 
no means assessed.

Any proposals to change the capital means assessment for means-tested social assistance 
schemes would have to be considered in the overall budgetary context.

06/10/2020WRFF03100Carer’s Support Grant

06/10/2020WRFF03200509. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Social Protection if the carer’s support 
grant will be increased; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28239/20]

06/10/2020WRFF03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Government ac-
knowledges the crucial role that family carers play and is fully committed to supporting carers 
in that role.  This commitment is recognised in both the Programme for Government and the 
National Carers’ Strategy. 

The main income supports to carers provided by my Department are Carer’s Allowance, 
Carer’s Benefit, Domiciliary Care Allowance and the Carer’s Support Grant.  Combined spend-
ing on all these payments to family carers in 2020 is expected to exceed €1.3 billion. 

The Carer’s Support Grant is an annual payment of €1,700 a year for each care recipient and 
is paid in a single lump sum with no requirement to satisfy a means test.  The Carer’s Support 
Grant is payable on the first Thursday in June each year.  This is not available for any other 
group and nor is there an equivalent payment for carers in any other country in Europe.  The 
Grant is paid automatically to people in receipt of Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit or Domi-
ciliary Care Allowance.  Other people who are not in receipt of a social welfare payment but 
who are providing full time care and attention are also eligible and can apply for a ‘standalone’ 
grant. 

Notwithstanding the substantial extra financial demands due to the COVID-19 crisis, I con-
firmed, on 4 June, that the Carer’s Support Grant would continue to be paid to carers this year 
at an estimated cost of over €237 million.  At the end of June 2020, almost 127,000 grants were 
paid to carers receiving the Carer’s Allowance, Carer’s Benefit or Domiciliary Care Allowance 
and to other full-time carers who are not receiving any of these payments.  Applications for the 
2020 grant can be submitted up until 31 December 2021, and it is expected that further applica-
tions will be received before the closing date. 

There have been calls from carers groups to increase the rate of the Carer’s Support Grant 
from €1,700 to €2,000.  My Department has costed this proposal and the estimated additional 
full year cost of increasing the Carer’s Support Grant from €1,700 to €2,000 is €41.9 million.

I can assure the Deputy that I will continue to keep the range of supports provided by my 
Department under review.  However, any changes to the current supports provided by this De-
partment would have implications for overall spending and would need to be addressed in an 
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overall budgetary context. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRFF03400Carer’s Benefit

06/10/2020WRFF03500510. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to extend 
eligibility for carer’s benefit to include those who are self-employed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28240/20]

06/10/2020WRFF03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Self-employed workers 
who earn €5,000 or more in a contribution year are liable to pay social insurance contributions 
at the class S rate of 4%, subject to a minimum annual payment of €500.  Such  contributors are 
currently covered for a wide range of social insurance benefits including State pension (con-
tributory), widow’s, widower’s or surviving civil partner’s pension (contributory), guardian’s 
payment (contributory), maternity, adoptive and paternity benefits, treatment benefits, invalid-
ity pension, partial capacity benefit if in receipt of invalidity pension, jobseeker’s benefit (self-
employed) and parent’s benefit. 

The issue of extending additional social insurance benefits to self-employed persons pay-
ing class S social insurance contributions was considered in the Actuarial Review of the Social 
Insurance Fund, conducted by independent consultants, which was published in October 2017.  

The Review indicates that if access to certain additional benefits, including carer’s benefit, 
was extended to self-employed contributors, the class S rate of social insurance contribution 
would have to increase by 94% in order to ensure that the additional benefits are delivered in a 
revenue neutral manner.  This rate of increase would bring the current class S contribution rate 
of 4% to 7.8% to cover access to the additional benefits only and does not take account of the 
value of the existing benefits to such contributors.

Any proposal to extend social insurance entitlements to self-employed contributors would 
have to be considered in a budgetary context, taking account of the current economic circum-
stances and with a view to the sustainability of the Social Insurance Fund.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRFF03700Domiciliary Care Allowance

06/10/2020WRFF03800511. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Social Protection if eligibility for domi-
ciliary care allowance will be extended to children residing in hospitals; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28241/20]

06/10/2020WRFF03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance (DCA) is a payment made in respect of a child with a severe disability who requires ad-
ditional care and attention.  It is payable to the person providing for the child’s care while they 
are resident with that person for at least 5 days each week.

DCA can be paid, for a period not exceeding 13 weeks in any 12 months, if the child is ad-
mitted to hospital on  a full-time basis for medical or other treatment.

If a child is resident in an institution (including a hospital) for part of each week, DCA can 
be paid at 50% of the normal rate if the child resides with the qualified person between 2 and 4 
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days each week. 

Any amendment to the qualifying conditions of the scheme would have cost implications 
and could only be considered in a wider Budgetary context. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRFF04000Pension Provisions

06/10/2020WRFF04100512. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will provide a 
report on proposals to enact a pension for family carers in recognition of their invaluable con-
tribution to society; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28242/20]

06/10/2020WRFF04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Programme for Gov-
ernment “Our Shared Future” includes a commitment to examine options for a pension solution 
for carers, the majority of whom are women, particularly those of incapacitated children, in 
recognition of the enormous value of the work carried out by them.  This Government acknowl-
edges the important role that carers play and is fully committed to supporting them in that role. 
Officials in my Department will be examining the policy options for reforming the state pen-
sion system both in this area and,more generally, in relation to considerations around a Total 
Contributions Approach.

As the Deputy is aware, the public policy and social issues in relation to funding a sustain-
able and adequate State pension system are complex.  As a consequence, the Programme for 
Government commits to establishing a Commission on Pensions to examine a range of issues 
including sustainability, eligibility, contributions and calculation methods.   The Terms of Ref-
erence for the Commission on Pensions are currently being developed and options for its mem-
bership are being considered.  Proposals will be brought to Government in that regard as soon 
as possible.  Once it has concluded its deliberations, the Commission will report to Government 
by June of next year.

In the meantime, the current situation is that through the award of credited contributions, 
normally known as credits, the social insurance system gives significant recognition to time 
spent caring in terms of qualifying for the State Pension (Contributory).  Credits protect social 
insurance entitlements by bridging gaps in an employee’s social insurance record where they 
are not in a position to pay PRSI, such as during periods spent caring.  In combination with paid 
PRSI contributions, credits assist employees in qualifying for short-term schemes and enhance 
the level of benefit for long-term schemes.  Credits are awarded to recipients of Carer’s Allow-
ance (and Carer’s Benefit) where they have an underlying entitlement to credits.  Credits are 
also awarded to workers who take unpaid Carer’s Leave from work.  

In addition, all carers, including those who do not qualify for a payment or for credits, may 
qualify for the Homemaker scheme.  The scheme, which was introduced with effect from 1994, 
is designed to help homemakers and carers qualify for State Pension (Contributory).  Years 
spent caring on a full-time basis are disregarded when calculating the State Pension (Contribu-
tory) rate of payment when the rate of pension is calculated using the Yearly Average method. 

When the Interim Total Contributions Approach (also known as T12) was introduced in 
2018, it included provision for the HomeCaring Periods Scheme which fundamentally changed 
the entitlement of many who spent time out of the workforce caring for others.  It acknowl-
edged, for the first time, home caring periods prior to 1994 and provides for up to 20 years of 
home caring periods to be considered.  Those who have a 40 year record of paid and credited 
social insurance contributions, subject to a maximum of 20 years of credits / homecaring peri-



Questions - Written Answers

266

ods, qualify for a maximum contributory pension where they satisfy the other qualifying condi-
tions for the scheme.  Arising from this initiative, the Department reviewed over 94,000 cases 
resulting in over 38,000 receiving an increased pension payment.  

Since April 2019 all new State (Contributory) Pension applications are assessed under all 
possible rate calculation methods, including the Yearly Average and Interim Total Contributions 
Approach, with the most beneficial rate paid to the pensioner.

It should be noted that if a person does not satisfy those conditions, they may qualify for the 
means-tested State Pension (Non-Contributory), the maximum rate of which is over 95% that of 
the maximum rate of the State Pension (Contributory).  Alternatively, if their spouse is a State 
pensioner and they have significant household means, their most beneficial payment may be an 
Increase for a Qualified Adult, based on their personal means, and amounting to up to 90% of 
a full contributory pension.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRGG00200Community Employment Schemes

06/10/2020WRGG00300513. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
community employment participants that are over 55 years of age; the maximum number of 
years they can be on the scheme; and the variation that may apply to those that entered com-
munity employment under the part-time jobs opportunity. [28268/20]

06/10/2020WRGG00400516. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position with regard 
to the combined community employment procedures manual 2016 which states that persons 
over 55 years of age may stay employed on a community employment scheme for up to six 
years. [28316/20]

06/10/2020WRGG00500517. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
a statement currently on the Citizens’ Information website which states that persons employed 
on a scheme prior to July 2017 can stay on the previously existing eligibility rules. [28317/20]

06/10/2020WRGG00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 513, 516 and 517 together.

The Community Employment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed 
to provide eligible long-term unemployed people and other disadvantaged persons with an op-
portunity to engage in useful work within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis. 
A number of new conditions were introduced to the CE Scheme in July 2017 to further support 
progression to employment, broaden CE access to a wider range of people and to standardise 
the conditions relating to the length of time a CE participant can remain on a CE scheme.  In 
general CE placements for new entrants aged between 21 and 55 years are for one year.  CE 
participants who are working towards a Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) major award 
can seek to extend their participation on CE by up to two years to enable them to reach the re-
quired standard of qualification. CE participants aged 55 years or older can remain on CE for 
three years and do not have to work towards a QQI major award. In either scenario, a maximum 
of three consecutive year’s participation is permissible.  A person may re-qualify for CE after 
a 12 month break once they satisfy the qualifying conditions.  An overall lifetime limit of six 
years applies to all CE participants (seven years for those on a disability payment).   Prior to 
2017, there were two available options for participating on CE.  Both options commenced with 
one year of participation with the possibility of either one or two more years, depending on the 
option taken.  Both options were subject to qualification criteria and neither required the CE 
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participant to undertake any training resulting in the achievement of a major award.

 In 2017 the new conditions and qualifying criteria were introduced and a saver clause was 
provided for the existing clients:  ‘Participants who commenced on CE prior to 3rd July 2017 
will be entitled to remain under their existing CE eligibility rules, where this is to their advan-
tage. If it is more advantageous to the person, the current criteria can be applied.’

In response to the query relating to the Part Time Job option, the saver clause that was in-
troduced allowed participants who commenced under that option to continue on CE for a maxi-
mum of 3 consecutive years with or without working towards a QQI major award, whichever 
was more advantageous.

The 2017 saver clause does not allow those affected to continue to participate on CE for six 
years consecutively.  The same continuous limitation of three years continues to apply to all CE 
participants both pre and post 2017.  Participation on CE was never intended to be long-term 
and the maximum continued participation on CE is three years.

In response to the query on the statement on the Citizens Information website which relates 
to the saver clause, the saver clause allowed existing CE participants to remain on CE for up to 
a maximum of three consecutive years subject to certain conditions.  In response to the query 
relating to the 2016 Community Employment Procedures Manual, which states that an overall 
lifetime limit of six years applies to CE participants between 55 and up to the State Pension 
age, this was the position in 2016 and it remains the position today.  However, since 2017 the 
six year life time limit has been extended to all CE participants.

06/10/2020WRGG00700Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WRGG00800514. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Social Protection the entitlement 
to the Covid-19 payment in the case a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [28275/20]

06/10/2020WRGG00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): If a person is advised to 
medically self-isolate they can apply for Illness Benefit for COVID-19 absences.

To receive the enhanced payment, a person must be:

- self-isolating on the instruction of a doctor or the HSE due to being a probable source of 
infection or diagnosed with COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and

- absent from work and confined to their home or a medical facility

An Illness Benefit claim form must be submitted (online or by post) and a Certificate of 
Incapacity for Work must be provided by the person’s GP or relevant HSE documentation pro-
vided. 

According to records of my Department, the person concerned made an application for 
Illness Benefit on 2/9/2020.  A letter issued to the person concerned on 14/9/2020 requesting 
medical evidence in support of her application.  No evidence was received so the claim was 
withdrawn.  

If the required medical evidence is submitted by the person concerned, her application will 
be processed and she will be advised of the outcome.

I trust this clarifies the matter.
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06/10/2020WRGG01000Community Employment Schemes

06/10/2020WRGG01100515. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection the position in rela-
tion to the implementation of the Labour Court recommendation that community employment 
supervisors should be entitled to a pension or gratuity; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28303/20]

06/10/2020WRGG01200524. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Social Protection her views regarding 
the implementation of the Labour Court recommendation that community employment supervi-
sors should be entitled to a pension or gratuity; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28565/20]

06/10/2020WRGG01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 515 and 524 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, Community Employment (CE) supervisors and assistant su-
pervisors have been seeking for several years, through their union representatives, the alloca-
tion of Exchequer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the 
provision of a pension scheme for CE supervisors who are employed by CE schemes.  

CE sponsoring authorities are the legal employers of their CE supervisors, CE assistant su-
pervisors and CE participants; the Department’s role continues to be that of CE funder.

This issue was examined by a Community Sector High Level Forum, chaired by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  A number of Departments, including my own Depart-
ment, were represented on this group, as were the unions and Pobal. 

As part of this process a detailed scoping exercise was carried out with input from the Irish 
Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) on the potential costs of providing Ex-
chequer support for the establishment of such a pension scheme for employees across the Com-
munity and Voluntary sector in Ireland.  This exercise estimated a potential cost to the State of 
between €188 million and €347 million per annum depending on the numbers involved.  This 
excluded any provision for an immediate ex-gratia lump sum payment of pension as sought, 
which could entail a further Exchequer cost of up to €318 million. 

In its findings, the High-level Group stated that while CE supervisors and assistant super-
visors represented only a very small part of the wider community and voluntary sector, any 
explicit provision of State funding for such a scheme in respect of CE Supervisors could po-
tentially give rise to claims for funding for employees of similar schemes in the broader sector.  
The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform stated that it had to have regard to the full 
potential Exchequer exposure associated with setting such a precedent.

At this point, I wish to acknowledge the valuable and dedicated service that CE supervisors 
provide in running CE schemes delivering local based community services while  providing a 
valuable training and development opportunity to the long-term unemployed and to those often 
furthest removed from the labour market.

The current position is that officials from my Department, the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform and the Unions are in ongoing discussions on the matter. The funding of any 
potential pension provision for CE supervisors will ultimately be a matter for the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform and will need to be considered in the wider economic and 
budgetary context in which any such scheme will need to operate.

  Questions Nos. 516 and 517 answered with Question No. 513.



6 October 2020

269

06/10/2020WRGG01600Carer’s Benefit

06/10/2020WRGG01700518. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 519 of 22 September 2020, if a review of the carer’s benefit application 
will be carried out in view of information provided (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28365/20]

06/10/2020WRGG01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Carer’s benefit (CARB) 
is a payment made to insured people who leave the workforce or reduce their working hours to 
care for a child or an adult in need of full-time care and attention. 

My Department received an application for CARB from the person concerned on 12 August 
2020. Under the provisions of the legislation a person claiming CARB must be in remunerative 
full time employment (for a minimum of 16 hours in the week or 32 hours in the fortnight) for 
eight weeks out of the previous 26 week period immediately prior to the first day on which a 
claim is made.  There is no provision in legislation to waive this requirement.

The evidence submitted in support of this application was examined and the deciding of-
ficer decided that this evidence did not indicate that this requirement was satisfied. The person 
concerned was notified of this decision on 1st September 2020 and of her right of review and 
appeal.

The person concerned requested a review of this decision. The outcome of the review is that 
the original decision is confirmed. On 17 September 2020 the person concerned was notified of 
this outcome and of their right of appeal directly to the Social Welfare Appeals Office. 

Due to a clerical error, this review letter did indicate the incorrect caree name.  I can confirm 
that an amended letter has now issued to the person concerned. 

The  letter from the employer, referred to by the Deputy, suggests that the person concerned 
actually works 24 hours per week.   It is important to understand that there is a distinction be-
tween “hours worked” and “remunerative hours of employment”.  The employer has confirmed 
that the hours of remunerative employment of the person concerned are 11 hours per week and 
she is being paid in respect of those hours only.  The legislation does not make provision for 
other unpaid hours that may be worked.

The person concerned has been advised to apply for Carer’s Allowance which is not a con-
tribution based scheme.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRGG01900Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WRGG02000519. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
in County Wexford in receipt of the Covid-19 pandemic unemployment payment by age range 
(details supplied) in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28387/20]

06/10/2020WRGG02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The information request-
ed by the Deputy is set out in the table below, and refers to recipients of the Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment (PUP) for the week ending 03 October.

Age Recipients in Wexford 

 Under 20 166 
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Age Recipients in Wexford 

 20-24 795 

 25-29 460 

 30-34 508 

 35-39 589 

 40-44 590 

 45-49 558 

 50-54 534 

 55-59 456 

 60+ 471 

 Total 5,127 

06/10/2020WRGG02200Back to Work Enterprise Allowance Scheme

06/10/2020WRGG02300520. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Social Protection if payments to those 
on the back-to-work enterprise allowance scheme will be extended for the period in which those 
on the scheme were not allowed to trade during the lock down earlier in 2020. [28410/20]

06/10/2020WRGG02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Back to Work Enter-
prise Allowance (BTWEA) scheme offers support for people who are long-term unemployed 
and who are interested in self-employment as a route to entering the labour market.  The scheme 
plays a vital role in supporting the development of new enterprises for the long term unem-
ployed.  The BTWEA is payable to self-employed individuals for a 24 month period from the 
commencement of their new business.

All participants of the BTWEA will be in a position to receive their full period of entitle-
ment of 24 months.  This includes anyone who contacted my Department to temporarily sus-
pend their allowance while their business closed.  Where someone sought a suspension of their 
BTWEA, they can avail of the remainder of their 24 months on reopening their business. 

I trust this clarifies the position.

06/10/2020WRGG02500State Pension (Contributory)

06/10/2020WRGG02600521. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if a State (con-
tributory) pension will be approved for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28499/20]

06/10/2020WRGG02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
reached pension age on 22 June 2020 and applied for their State pension (contributory) on 24 
July 2020.  They were awarded the maximum rate of pension with effect from their 66th birth-
day. They were notified in writing of this decision and arrears due on 14 August 2020.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRGG02800State Pension (Non-Contributory)

06/10/2020WRGG02900522. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Social Protection if a means test 
relative to a claim for a State (non-contributory) pension for a person (details supplied) will be 
reassessed. [28500/20]
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06/10/2020WRGG03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): State pension non-con-
tributory is a means-tested payment for people aged 66 and over, habitually residing in the 
State, who do not qualify for a state pension contributory, or who only qualify for a reduced rate 
contributory pension based on their social insurance record.  

For the purposes of the means-test, it is necessary at the outset for applicants to provide full 
details of any income(s), assets, savings and investments they hold. Following the award of 
pension, a reporting obligation continues to apply whereby the pension recipient (and, where 
relevant, their qualified adult dependant, personal representative or agent) must notify the De-
partment in a timely manner of any change in their circumstances that may impact on their 
pension entitlement.  

The person concerned had been in receipt of state pension non-contributory since 30 March 
2012. Following notification to the Department that their spouse had commenced employ-
ment, the person’s pension entitlement was reviewed in June 2020 on the basis of the couple’s 
changed financial circumstances. The Deciding Officer stopped the person’s state pension non-
contributory entitlement with effect from 16 July 2020 for the reason that their (individualised) 
increased means exceeded the applicable weekly statutory limit of €262.50. 

The person concerned was notified of this revised decision on 22 June 2020, together with 
the reason for the decision and their right, if dissatisfied with the decision, to request a review, 
or to appeal the decision to the independent Social Welfare Appeals Office.   

To date, there is no record of an appeal being received from the person concerned. This 
Parliamentary Question will be taken as a request for review. A Deciding Office will review the 
person’s entitlement to state pension non-contributory and they will be notified of the outcome 
in writing. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRGG03100Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WRGG03200523. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection when persons 
that had pandemic unemployment payment claims that were not paid will receive their backdat-
ed arrears; if she can provide a timeline for same; if this timeline will be communicated to the 
public via the Department website; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28517/20]

06/10/2020WRGG03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since the introduction of 
the Pandemic Unemployment Payment scheme in March, approximately 750,000 people have 
applied for payment and in some cases, they have done so on a number of occasions as they 
moved in and out of employment. Consequently, there are over 1 million applications to be 
examined to determine if arrears are due. 

During the month of March, my Department received and processed jobseeker claims 
equivalent in number to a three year claim-load. These applications were processed as quickly 
as possible, with almost 59,000 people paid in the first week of the scheme, 283,000 people paid 
in the following week, and over 507,000 people in the third week of the scheme.  

My Department is keenly aware that many people are due some arrears and that every case 
will be different. In order to address an issue of this scale, the Department is currently develop-
ing an automated process, which will examine each case and look at their overall entitlement 
to payment and match this against their payment history. The work involved is complex as the 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment system itself evolved from a manual applications system to 
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one where applications were submitted online and paid over two different payment platforms 
(one from March to July and the second from July to date).

Given the complexity attached to the project, it will take some time yet to complete the 
necessary development work to review all cases and to determine to what extent, if any, arrears 
are due to individuals. I can assure the Deputy that this is a priority for the Department and it is 
hoped to make payments before end of the year . 

I hope that this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

  Question No. 524 answered with Question No. 515.

06/10/2020WRGG03500Pension Provisions

06/10/2020WRGG03600525. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the pen-
sion increase due to workers (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28578/20]

06/10/2020WRGG03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will appreci-
ate that I am unable to comment or intervene on issues relating to a particular pension scheme.  

My Department has no role in setting the level of pension increases received by members of 
occupational pension schemes.  Pension increases are entirely a matter for the scheme trustees 
and the sponsoring employer.  Matters directly related to former Eircom, Telecom Éireann, and 
P&T groups come under the remit of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment.

Trustees of occupational pension schemes have duties and responsibilities under the Pen-
sions Act 1990, as amended, under trust law and under other relevant legislation.  The duties 
of pension scheme trustees include administering a scheme in accordance with the law and the 
terms of the trust deed and rules as well as ensuring compliance with the requirements that ap-
ply to these schemes.  Trustees must act in the best financial interests of the scheme members, 
whether active, deferred or retired, and must serve all beneficiaries of the scheme impartially.  
If there is a conflict of interest then a person’s duty as a trustee must take precedence over other 
interests.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRGG03800Social Welfare Eligibility

06/10/2020WRGG03900526. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of 
an application for a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28597/20]

06/10/2020WRGG04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person in question is 
in receipt of invalidity pension.  An application for the national fuel scheme (fuel allowance) 
was received from him on 04 September 2020 and he has been assessed as eligible for fuel al-
lowance. The fuel season commences 01 October 2020 for the 2020/21 fuel season. He was 
notified on 29 September 2020 of this decision.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.
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06/10/2020WRGG04100EU Directives

06/10/2020WRGG04200527. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Social Protection the cost to her 
Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish 
law; the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each fine; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [28617/20]

06/10/2020WRGG04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): There are no costs to my 
Department to date for fines for non-transposition of EU Directives into Irish law.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRHH00200Jobseeker’s Benefit

06/10/2020WRHH00300528. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 547 of 22 September 2020, if this jobseeker’s benefit application will be 
approved with effect from 30 March 2020, in view of the fact the application meets the criteria 
of the scheme for payment from that date; if this application will be finalised without further 
delay; and if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28625/20]

06/10/2020WRHH00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): According to the records 
of my Department, the person concerned has been awarded a Jobseeker’s Benefit payment from 
01/09/2020.  A decision will be made on her application prior to 01/09/2020 in due course.  
Once this decision has been made the Department will notify the person concerned.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

06/10/2020WRHH00500Departmental Data

06/10/2020WRHH00600529. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of young per-
sons under 25 years of age in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, jobseeker’s benefit and signing 
for credits, respectively by county in tabular form.  [28647/20]

06/10/2020WRHH00700531. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of young per-
sons aged between 25 years and under 30 years in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, jobseeker’s 
benefit and signing for credits, respectively by county in tabular form.  [28649/20]

06/10/2020WRHH00800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 529 and 531 together.

The information requested by the Deputy in respect of the number of young persons under 
25 years and between 25 and 30 years of age that are in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, job-
seeker’s benefit and signing for credits, respectively by county is detailed in the attached tabular 
statement.

  Tabular statement below.  

The number of young persons under 25 years of age that are in receipt of jobseeker’s allow-
ance (JA), jobseeker’s benefit (JB) and signing for credits (JBCO), respectively by county at 
the end of August 2020.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
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tion/2020-10-06_pq529-06-10-2020_en.docx”>Data</a>]

06/10/2020WRHH00900Departmental Data

06/10/2020WRHH01000530. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of young per-
sons under 25 years of age in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, jobseeker’s benefit and signing 
for credits, respectively for 12 months or more by county in tabular form.  [28648/20]

06/10/2020WRHH01100532. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of young per-
sons aged between 25 years and under 30 years in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, jobseeker’s 
benefit and signing for credits, respectively for 12 months or more, by county in tabular form.  
[28650/20]

06/10/2020WRHH01200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 530 and 532 together.

The information requested by the Deputy in respect of the number of young persons un-
der 25 years and between 25 and 30 years of age that are in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, 
jobseeker’s benefit and signing for credits for 12 months or more, respectively by county is 
detailed in the attached tabular statement.

Tabular statement below

The number of young persons under 25 years and between 25 and 30 years of age that are 
in receipt of jobseeker’s allowance, jobseeker’s benefit and signing for credits for 12 months or 
more, respectively by county at the end of August 2020.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-10-06_pq530-06-10-2020_en.docx”>Data</a>]

  Question No. 531 answered with Question No. 529.

  Question No. 532 answered with Question No. 530.

06/10/2020WRHH01500Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WRHH01600533. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of young per-
sons under 25 years of age in receipt of the pandemic unemployment payment, by county in 
tabular form.  [28651/20]

06/10/2020WRHH01700534. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of young per-
sons between 25 years and under 30 years of age in receipt of the pandemic unemployment 
payment by county in tabular form.  [28652/20]

06/10/2020WRHH01800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 533 and 534 together

 The information requested by the Deputy is set out in the table below, and refers to people 
in receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment in the week ending 03 October.

County Under 25 years 25 to 29 years
Carlow 428 215 
Cavan 588 226
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County Under 25 years 25 to 29 years
Clare 845 358
Cork  3,898 1,984
Donegal  1,297 555
Dublin 18,104  13,512
Galway  2,126 1,123 
Kerry  1,189 493 
Kildare  2,353 1,009 
Kilkenny  622 243 
Laois  554 246 
Leitrim  244 80 
Limerick  1,693 1,013 
Longford  271 101 
Louth 1,295 565 
Mayo 982 335 
Meath 1,792 732 
Monaghan 517 248 
Offaly 616 282
Roscommon 401  152
Sligo 478  210
Tipperary 1,214 494 
Waterford 878 404 
Westmeath 742 320 
Wexford  961 460 
Wicklow  1,203 583 
Other  170 109 
Total  45,461 26,052 

06/10/2020WRHH02000Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WRHH02100535. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons on 
the €203, €250 and €300 rates of payment per week of the pandemic unemployment payment 
in tabular form. [28653/20]

06/10/2020WRHH02200536. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of young per-
sons under 25 years of age on the €203, €250 and €300 rates of payment per week of the pan-
demic unemployment payment in tabular form.  [28654/20]

06/10/2020WRHH02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 535 and 536 together.

The requested information is presented in the table below and refers to the number of people 
in general, and those aged under 25, that are in receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment Pay-
ment for the week ending 3rd October 2020.

Weekly rate Number of people Number of people aged under 25
€203 48,794 14,314
€250 38,893 11,766
€300 129,455 19,381

06/10/2020WRHH02500Jobseeker’s Payments
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06/10/2020WRHH02600537. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the measures she will take 
in budget 2021 to implement the commitment in the programme for Government to improve 
jobseeker supports for persons under 24 years of age; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter.  [28655/20]

06/10/2020WRHH02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Programme for Gov-
ernment has committed to improve jobseekers supports for people aged under 24 over the 
lifetime of this Government.  Under the July Stimulus package my Department, along with the 
Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, will deliver 
on a number of key actions to assist young people back to work, which include:

- extending and expanding funded job placement and work experience programmes to keep 
young people aligned to the labour market,

- providing employers with incentives to recruit apprentices and hire young jobseekers from 
the Live Register,

- extending access to the Back to Education Allowance to pandemic unemployment recipi-
ents, and

- providing 35,500 new places in further and higher education courses.

These combined measures will amount to just over €200 million in expenditure. 

In addition, my Department is now developing the Pathways to Work 2020-2025 strategy 
which will seek to build on the work of the July Jobs Stimulus in assisting young people with 
their journey to employment.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/10/2020WRHH02800Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WRHH02900538. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Social Protection if students can 
continue to claim the pandemic unemployment payment in circumstances in which they were 
in part-time employment prior to the pandemic, claimed the payment and are now due to return 
to college but their part-time employment remains closed due to Covid-19.  [28668/20]

06/10/2020WRHH03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Under normal circum-
stances students are not eligible to receive unemployment payments.  However the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment scheme was made available as an emergency response to the unprec-
edented number of people, including students, who lost their employment as a consequence of 
the pandemic and who are not being paid by their employer. 

The Social Welfare (Covid-19) (Amendment) Act 2020 put the pandemic unemployment 
payment on a statutory basis since 5th August and the scheme has been extended until the end 
of March 2021.  I have also secured agreement to keep the pandemic unemployment payment 
open to new applications until the end of 2020.

Recipients of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment including students, who are returning 
to college, must continue to satisfy the conditions of the scheme to maintain continued payment. 

I trust this clarifies the position at this time.
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06/10/2020WRHH03100Free Travel Scheme

06/10/2020WRHH03200539. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection the details of the road 
passenger transport operators based in counties Cavan, Monaghan, Westmeath, Leitrim and 
Longford that received payment from her Department in respect of the carriage of free travel 
pass holders in each of the years 2015 to 2019; and the individual routes in respect of which 
payment was made. [28669/20]

06/10/2020WRHH03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Free Scheme is cur-
rently available to all people living in the State aged 66 years or over, to carers and to cus-
tomers under 66 who are in receipt of certain disability type payments.  There are currently 
approximately 978,770 customers in receipt of Free Travel.  However, over 1.6 million people 
currently benefit from the scheme when companion and spousal passes are taken into account.  

The scheme allows those eligible to travel for free on most CIE public transport services, 
LUAS, and a range of services offered by up to 80 private operators.  

The table below contains the information requested on road passenger transport operators 
based in counties Cavan, Monaghan and Leitrim.  Currently there are no operators in the scheme 
in counties Longford and Westmeath. 

County Operator Route In the FT scheme for years 
2015 -2019

Cavan Leydon Coaches Swanlinbar- Cavan & the Cross Border 
Regular Service Authorisation No. 150 Cavan 
– Enniskillen.

Yes

Cavan Operated by Wharton Travel Lim-
ited under contract from the NTA.

Cavan-Crossdoney-Arva-Drumlish-Longford 
(Mon-Sun)

Yes

Cavan Sillan Tours Ltd.                                      Cootehill- Shercock- Dublin (Daily except 
Saturday)

Yes

Monaghan            Collins Coaches Ballybay-Dublin-Ballybay (Mon-Sun) Yes

Monaghan            Matthews Coach Hire Dublin - Dundalk (Mon-Sun) Yes

Monaghan            Matthews Coach Hire Grange Rath and Dublin Yes

Monaghan            Matthews Coach Hire Drogheda and Dublin city, Grange Rath and 
the IFSC

No ( Joined in March 2017)

Monaghan            Matthews Coach Hire Dundalk to Dublin IFSC via Drogheda No ( Joined in March 2017)

Monaghan            McConnon Travel Ltd. Monaghan-Dublin (Mon-Sat) Yes

Leitrim Brian Doherty Drumkeerin-Carrick-on-Shannon (Tues only) Yes

Leitrim Westlink Coaches Ltd Drumshanbo-Sligo (Mon-Fri) Yes

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRHH03400Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

06/10/2020WRHH03500540. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of applicants 
accepted for payment of the pandemic unemployment payment in August 2020 and separately 
in September 2020; and the number of these who have been placed on each category of pay-
ment, that is, €203, €250 and €300, in tabular form. [28676/20]

06/10/2020WRHH03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The information requested 
by the Deputy is set out in the tables following. The numbers refer to the gross inflow of people 
receiving the payment each week; that is, outflows from the payment have not been taken into 
account. The dates refer to the date the payment was made. 

From June 29th, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) was paid at two rates (€203, 
€350). From September 17th, the PUP has been paid at three rates (€203, €250, €300).
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Table 1: Gross Inflow - August 2020

 04 August  11 August 18 August  25 August
 € 203 668 399 584 6,072 
 € 350 5,824 3,271 4,214 1,013 
 Gross inflow 6,512 3,670 4,798 7,085 

Table 2: Gross Inflow - September 2020

 01 September 08 September 15 September 22 September 29 September 

 € 203 653 510 560 695 2,150 

 € 250 - - - 707 4,342 

 € 300 - - - 4,483 13,038 

 € 350 4,362 4,000 4,164 - - 

 Gross inflow 5,015 4,510 4,724 5,885 19,530 

06/10/2020WRHH03700Social Welfare Inspections

06/10/2020WRHH03800541. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on whether 
social welfare inspectors should be able to enter the homes of local authority tenants to carry 
out unannounced inspections; her further views on whether the home is private and that tenants 
should be given advance notice of inspections so that they can protect their right to privacy; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter.  [28233/20]

06/10/2020WRHH03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Social Welfare Inspectors 
are appointed under Section 250 of the Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 (as amended).  
They are required to investigate and report on customer’s claims and confirm that scheme con-
ditionality is in order. The powers outline the requirement for a claimant to give an inspector 
information and any documents that s/he may require for the purposes of an investigation.

As part of their investigations, an inspector’s remit also includes the combating of fraud and 
abuse of the Department’s schemes. Inspectors may need to make notified or un-notified home 
visits.  The approach taken in each investigation is determined by the inspector and if home 
visits, be they un-notified or notified, are deemed to be necessary  to determine a person’s eli-
gibility for a particular social welfare scheme, they form part of the overall investigation. Such 
visits to a customer’s home are an operational control measure and a decision as to whether a 
home visit is necessary, and whether the customer is notified in advance, will depend on the 
nature of the case.  

Social Welfare Inspectors only enter a private home if invited. There is no statutory power 
of entry unlike a workplace.  If an inspector is refused entry to a private home they may request 
that the person make themselves available for interview at an alternative agreed location.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRHH04000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRHH04100542. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Social Protection if there are plans to 
extend the qualifying criteria for the enterprise support grant to include persons in receipt of 
a State pension who are also working, in view of the fact that such persons were refused the 
pandemic unemployment payment because of their age.  [28750/20]

06/10/2020WRHH04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As announced in the July 
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Stimulus package, the enterprise support grant was extended to assist eligible self-employed 
individuals  who exit the Pandemic Unemployment Payment or jobseekers schemes after 18th 
May 2020 to re-start their business which was closed due to the impact of the pandemic.  The 
Pandemic Unemployment Payment is payable to people of working age up to age 66 years and 
there are no plans to change this.

Supports are available to businesses from the Department of Business, Enterprise and In-
novation, including a new Micro-Enterprise Assistance Fund which will help businesses with 
fewer than 10 employees, which are ineligible for existing grants. 

I trust that this clarifies the position.

06/10/2020WRJJ00200Social Welfare Benefits

06/10/2020WRJJ00300543. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Social Protection if the Christmas bonus 
for those in receipt of social welfare will be paid this year; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28765/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Christmas Bonus 
payment is made to long-term social welfare recipients, such as pensioners, carers, people with 
disabilities, lone parents and long-term unemployed people who rely wholly or mainly on their 
social welfare payments for financial support.

As is the case every year, the payment of a Christmas Bonus is a discretionary decision 
made by Government in the context of the annual Budget process and available resources.  Any 
decision to pay the bonus this year will be made in an overall budgetary context, and announced 
as part of Budget 2021. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRJJ00500Personal Public Service Numbers

06/10/2020WRJJ00600544. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Social Protection the status 
of applications (details supplied) for PPSNs; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28775/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I  can confirm that my 
Department has allocated Personal Public Service Numbers (PPSNs) to the two individuals 
referred to by the Deputy and letters advising of their PPSNs issued on 5th October 2020.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRJJ00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

06/10/2020WRJJ00900545. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection further to a previous 
parliamentary question please provide the total amount of additional Covid-19 related Exche-
quer expenditure for 2021 for her Department; and the breakdown by line items of the addi-
tional expenditure. [28795/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 2021 estimates for 
Covid-19 related expenditure are being finalised as part of the 2021 estimates process and will 
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be published on 2021 Budget Day.

06/10/2020WRJJ01100Personal Public Service Numbers

06/10/2020WRJJ01200546. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Social Protection when a PPS number 
will issue to a person (details supplied) in County Galway in view of the fact they made the ap-
plication some months ago. [28869/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can confirm that my 
Department has allocated a Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) to the individual referred 
to by the Deputy.  A letter issued to the person concerned on 5th October 2020 with details of 
the PPSN.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

06/10/2020WRJJ01400Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRJJ01500547. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has en-
gaged a third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to conduct 
online and or social media monitoring and or provide reports on social media coverage of her 
Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media platforms being moni-
tored will be provided. [28924/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department does not 
engage a third-party company to conduct online or social media monitoring or to provide re-
ports on social media coverage of the Department. 

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRJJ01700Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRJJ01800548. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
staff in her Department on sick leave between March and September by month in 2019 and to 
date 2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; 
the number of sick days accounted for by her Department over the period; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28942/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The table below shows 
the number of staff and sick leave days in my Department between March and September, by 
month, in 2019 and to date in 2020.  

MONTH YEAR No of Staff on Sick Leave No. of Sick Leave Days

March 2019 1082 9368

2020 772 8576

April 2019 947 8540

2020 468 6924

 May 2019 931 8833

2020 448 5715

June 2019 827 8181

2020 478 5402
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MONTH YEAR No of Staff on Sick Leave No. of Sick Leave Days

July 2019 909 9227

2020 533 6271

August 2019 886 8814

2020 543 6050

September 2019 1011 8727

2020 572 5180

The administrative arrangements for the Sick Leave Scheme in the Civil Service are set 
out in Circular 05/2018 – Arrangements for Paid Sick Leave, and operate in conjunction with 
the Public Service Management (Sick Leave) Regulations (SI 124 of 2014) and Public Service 
Management (Sick Leave) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 384 of 2015). 

The Sick Leave scheme provides for the payment of the following to staff during periods of 
absence from work due to illness or injury:

-  a maximum of 92 days on full pay in a rolling one year period

-  followed by a maximum of 91 days on half pay in rolling one year periods subject to a 
maximum of 183 days paid sick leave in a rolling four year period

Critical Illness Provisions (CIP) may be provided in exceptional circumstances whereby a 
longer period of sick leave is required to address a critical illness or physical injury.  Sick Leave 
granted under the Critical Illness Protocol is as follows:

-  183 days on full pay in a rolling year period

-  followed by 182 days on half pay subject to a maximum of 365 days in a rolling four year 
period.

Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration (TRR) may be payable to eligible employees, if 
there is a realistic prospect of a return to work.  The following limits apply for the payment of 
TRR: 

-  Ordinary sick leave: 547 days on TRR in a rolling 4 year period

-  Critical Illness Provisions: 365 days on TRR in a rolling 4 year period with a provision to 
extend for a further 2 years.

06/10/2020WRJJ02000Protected Disclosures

06/10/2020WRJJ02100549. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and 
Integration if his attention or that of his predecessor has been drawn to a protected disclosure 
that was not investigated by Tusla or a nominated third party (details supplied); and the reasons 
for same. [28098/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ02200Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I would like to inform the Deputy that it is not appropriate for me to comment on 
individual cases under the Protected Disclosures Act, 2014. I can, however, assure the Deputy 
that the issues raised by the person concerned with my predecessor were examined. Based on 
the assurances provided, Minister Zappone was satisfied that the issues raised were being ac-
tively managed by Tusla. The person who submitted the information was informed accordingly.

06/10/2020WRJJ02300Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries
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06/10/2020WRJJ02400550. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and 
Integration the cost of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and Cer-
tain Related Matters by year to date; a breakdown of costs related to salaries, fees, operational 
costs, legal costs any other costs; the cost of the collaborative forum process and a breakdown 
of same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28393/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ02500Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes and certain re-
lated Matters was established by Government on 17th February 2015 (S.I. No. 57 of 2015). 
In establishing the Commission, the Government noted that the investigation and associated 
additional demands on the Department of Children and Youth Affairs were estimated to cost 
€21.5m, exclusive of third party legal costs.  

Since its establishment, expenditure of approximately €11.4m has been incurred (to Q3 
2020) to support salaries, fees and other operational costs relating to the work of the indepen-
dent Commission and its engagement with former residents and other witnesses.

Year Admin € MBH Legal Costs € 3rd Party Legal Costs € Grand Total €

2015 1,450,421 44,800 -   1,495,221 

2016 1,924,283 147,611 1,535 2,073,430 

2017 1,865,951 288,340 -   2,154,291 

2018 1,923,261 330,736 -   2,253,998 

2019 1,942,433 284,088 -   2,226,521 

2020 (to Q3) 1,111,988 77,780 - 1,189,768 

Total 10,218,337 1,173,355 1,535 11,393,229

 In addition, the Department has also directly incurred costs of approximately €2.48 mil-
lion for the same period in supporting this work and responding to the Commission’s interim 
reports.

This includes the costs associated with the separate Collaborative Forum process to facili-
tate former residents of these institutions to engage on the issues of concern to them and their 
families. Costs for this process include an extensive public information campaign to support the 
call for expressions of interest from former residents, operational costs such as meeting facili-
ties and participant travel, and external facilitation and related supports. 

Expenditure 2018 2019 2020 Total

Collaborative Forum €172,773 €28,232 €26,829 €227,836

06/10/2020WRJJ02600Unaccompanied Minors and Separated Children

06/10/2020WRJJ02700551. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and In-
tegration the reason for the small number of unaccompanied minors to be taken in here from 
the Moria refugee camp following the fire there; and his plans to welcome more minors here. 
[28416/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ02800Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I thank the Deputy for his question on this pressing matter. 

I am extremely concerned with the plight of the refugees in Moria following the fires there, 
especially young people who are without parents or family in the camp. Ireland has committed 
to bringing four children from Moria in the coming weeks. 

The state’s capacity to bring unaccompanied children to Ireland is determined by the avail-
able care placements, and the commitments the state has made to unaccompanied children who 
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are already here. 

Due to the level of need among refugees since the destruction of the Moria camp, I am seek-
ing to expand Ireland’s capacity to care for unaccompanied children. My Department and Tusla 
officials are examining the immediate requirements to fulfil Ireland’s existing commitments, 
including expansion of care placements and working with Department of Justice officials to 
identify unaccompanied children who wish to come to Ireland.  

Ireland provides care for two groups of unaccompanied children- children who arrive as 
part of refugee relocation programmes, and children who arrive without parents or guardians 
to ports of entry and seek asylum. All children who are unaccompanied are received into care 
under the Child Care Act 1991. 

Both categories of child are sometimes referred to as unaccompanied minors or UAMs and 
are cared for by the same Tusla specialist team called the Separated Children Seeking Asylum 
Team.  The young people are, in the main, young boys aged between 15 and 17 years on arrival. 

Separated Children Seeking Asylum (SCSA). 

This is the largest cohort of unaccompanied children who come into Tusla care when they 
present to the immigration authorities at our sea and air ports. The service provided to these 
children is demand-led, and accurately estimating future demand is challenging, particularly 
as the effects of Brexit are yet to be seen.  The children are received into care at are placed in 
residential and foster care. 

Tusla’s Separated Children Seeking Asylum team received 167 referrals in 2019. These 
referrals include children who arrive unaccompanied at a port of entry but who have an adult 
relative or friend who lives in Ireland and is willing to care for them. The SCSA team carries 
out preliminary enquiries to ensure that the person has a genuine relationship with the child, and 
does agree to care for them before placing the child in their care. 

The children who do not have adult relatives or guardians are received into care, and there 
were 46 of these children in 2019. 

Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) 

The Irish Refugee Protection Programme is administered by the Department of Justice and 
Equality. Since 2017, Tusla has participated in the European Union Relief Projects (EURP) 
which include IRPP, Calais Special Project (CSP), Malta Relief, Greece Relief.  The following 
is a breakdown of the programmes to date: 

41 from France under CSP 

6 from Greece Relief under IRPP[1] 

8 from Malta Relief under IRPP 

8 from Greece under the IRPP in June 2020 

I hope I can rely on the Deputy’s support in my efforts to receive more unaccompanied 
young people from Greece under the IRPP programme.

06/10/2020WRJJ02900Childcare Services

06/10/2020WRJJ03000552. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Inte-
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gration if he will address a matter in relation to a nursery (details supplied). [28569/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ03100Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department has received this correspondence from the Deputy on behalf of 
his constituent. My staff are currently looking into the issues raised and a formal reply will issue 
from my office shortly.

06/10/2020WRJJ03200EU Directives

06/10/2020WRJJ03300553. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and 
Integration the cost to his Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition 
of EU directives into Irish law; the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily 
cost of each fine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28605/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ03400Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I can inform the Deputy that there are no EU directives as referred to in the ques-
tion under my Department’s current remit. 

06/10/2020WRJJ03500Youth Work Supports

06/10/2020WRJJ03600554. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integra-
tion if increased investment will be provided to youth work services in budget 2021; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28645/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ03700555. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integra-
tion the measures he will take in budget 2021 to implement the commitment in the Programme 
for Government to continue to invest in youth work recognising its value in preventing harm 
and in responding to the needs of vulnerable families; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28646/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ03800Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 554 and 555 together.

The allocations under Budget 2021 are being considered by Government in the context of 
the annual Estimates process for 2021. As this process is ongoing, the Deputy will appreciate 
that it would not be appropriate for me to comment at this stage. 

In recent years, funding for the provision of youth services has increased on an annual ba-
sis. Between 2016 and 2020 the annual current youth funding available to my Department has 
increased from €51.9m to €61.79. 

It is now more critical than ever that our young people are supported as they experience the 
social, economic, physical and mental health impacts of the pandemic. In recognition of the 
vital role played by youth work in providing such support to young people, funding levels have 
been maintained throughout the current challenging period.  This has enabled the youth sector 
to continue to provide supports to young people, particularly to marginalised, disadvantaged 
and vulnerable young people.  

I am committed to supporting this important sector, which has enormous value both to the 
many young people involved and from a broader social and economic viewpoint.
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06/10/2020WRJJ04000Student Support Schemes

06/10/2020WRJJ04100556. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integra-
tion his views on the situation faced by minors and young persons who have been born here or 
who are long-term resident here but are not Irish, EU, UK, EEA or Swiss citizens in terms of 
discrimination they may face in accessing education, public services and employment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28692/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ04200Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to advise the Deputy that I am not in a position to comment as these re-
sponsibilities have not yet transferred to my Department. These matters are more appropriate 
for the attention of my Cabinet colleague, the Minister for Justice and Equality.

The transfer of functions process is ongoing in this regard.

06/10/2020WRJJ04300Deportation Orders

06/10/2020WRJJ04400557. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Inte-
gration if his Department or agencies under his remit are informed or notified of minors being 
deported from the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28693/20]

06/10/2020WRJJ04500Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Department of Justice and Equality is the body responsible for immigration, 
asylum and deportation issues.

There is no formal notification by the Department of Justice to either the Minister or Tusla, 
the Child and Family Agency,  when a child is deported, either with their family, or in circum-
stances when they are unaccompanied.

In determining whether to make a deportation order in relation to a person, the Minister for 
Justice shall have regard to the age of the person and humanitarian considerations.

06/10/2020WRKK00200Ministerial Correspondence

06/10/2020WRKK00300558. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and 
Integration if he will acknowledge receipt of a document (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28734/20]

06/10/2020WRKK00400Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I can confirm for the Deputy that I have received the document referred to on the 
30th September 2020, and it was acknowledged by my office on the same day.

06/10/2020WRKK00500Childcare Services

06/10/2020WRKK00600559. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and In-
tegration if increased childcare supports will be rolled out to new mothers who are unable to 
return to work and are therefore down an entire salary due to the reduced number of childcare 
places amid the Covid-19 pandemic. [28884/20]

06/10/2020WRKK00700Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
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O’Gorman): The reopening of the early learning and care and school-age childcare sector and 
the resumption of services has been positive to date.  

By 5 October  4, 473 (99% of all services) has signed a funding agreement with my De-
partment to operate a childcare funding scheme, and scheme and child registrations for ECCE, 
NCS, CCS and TEC are higher than the same period last year. 

The HSPC published public health guidance for childcare setting on managing Covid in 
May 2020, and updated this guidance in July.  There is no required capacity reduction owing to 
Covid, and services are able to comply with this public health advice with no or little reduction 
in numbers of places. 

Covid has not, to date, resulted in higher numbers of childcare services closing permanently.  
Between January and end of August 2020 130 services notified Tulsa of their permanent clo-
sure.  This compares to 133 service closures  for the same period in 2019.  Tusla have reported  
that 53 new services have opened this year to date, compared to 56 by the same time last year.  
The overall capacity of the childcare sector has grown by approximately 60% over the last 5 
years and the average service size has grown from 33 in 2014, to 47 in 2019.

My Department funds a national network of County Childcare Committees who will advise 
parents on the childcare options available in their communities.  Contact details for each CCC 
can be found on www.myccc.ie.

06/10/2020WRKK00800Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRKK00900560. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and 
Integration if he has engaged a third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to 
date in 2020 to conduct online and or social media monitoring and-or provide reports on social 
media coverage of his Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media 
platforms being monitored will be provided. [28910/20]

06/10/2020WRKK01000Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Department has engaged a third-party company, Kantar Media, in each of the 
years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to provide the Department with a service that monitors 
both traditional and online media outlets. This takes the form of the provision of press cuttings 
from both print and online media.

We do not have a contract with a third party company to conduct social media monitoring 
or to provide it with reports on social media coverage of the Department.

Expenditure in the years 2017-2020, to date, on Kantar Media service is as follows:

2017 €6000
2018 €4300
2019 €3800
2020 €4200

06/10/2020WRKK01100Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRKK01200561. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and 
Integration the number of staff in his Department on sick leave between March and September 
by month in 2019 and to date 2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for 
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an extended period of time; the number of sick days accounted for by his Department over the 
period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28928/20]

06/10/2020WRKK01300Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As requested, please find details in the table below of the number of staff in my 
Department on sick leave between March and September by month in 2019 and to date 2020 
and the number of sick days accounted for by my Department over the period. 

MONTH YEAR No of Staff on Sick Leave No of Sick Leave Days

March 2019 31 165.13

2020 23 120

April 2019 33 209.21

2020 3 61

May 2019 38 294.94

2020 6 75

June 2019 32 272.82

2020 6 61

July 2019 38 274.2

2020 7 48

August 2019 26 178.71

2020 5 61

September 2019 32 211.37

2020 6 47.33

Arrangements for paid sick leave in the Civil Service are set out in Circular 05/2018.  The 
scheme provides for the payment of the following to staff during periods of absence from work 
due to illness or injury:

-  A maximum of 92 days on full pay in a rolling one year period

-  Followed by a maximum of 91 days on half pay in a rolling one year period

-  Subject to a maximum of 183 days paid sick leave in a rolling four year period

Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration (TRR) was formerly referred to as Pension Rate of 
Pay (PRP) and will be calculated and awarded in the same way.  Employees need to have 5 or 
more years service to qualify for TRR. It will only be payable when there is a realistic prospect 
of an individual returning to work.

Critical Illness Provisions (CIP) is in place in recognition of the fact that, sometimes, a lon-
ger period of sick leave can be required to address a critical illness or serious physical injury, 
there is provision for the following to apply in exceptional circumstances:

-  A maximum of 183 days on full pay in a rolling one year period

-  Followed by a maximum of 182 days on half pay in a rolling one year period

-  Subject to a maximum of 365 days paid sick leave in a rolling four year period

There will be access to TRR under the CIP as follows:

-  365 days on TRR

-  a further period not exceeding 730 days may be granted in cases where the Chief Medical 
Officer (CMO) has confirmed that there is a reasonable prospect of return to work. Such cases 
must be directly linked to the critical illness and will normally follow a continuous period of 
long term sick leave. This is subject to six monthly reviews.
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06/10/2020WRKK01400Student Grant Scheme

06/10/2020WRKK01500562. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the reason carer’s benefit is included as reckonable income as part of 
a SUSI application when carer’s allowance is not; and the reason the carer’s support grant is 
included in reckonable income if the person is in receipt of carer’s benefit but is disregarded if 
he or she is in receipt of carer’s allowance (details supplied). [28320/20]

06/10/2020WRKK01600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The principal support provided by the Department of Education and Skills 
in financial terms is the student grant scheme, which makes available means-tested financial 
assistance to students in further and higher education. Under the terms of the student grant 
scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students on full-time courses who meet the prescribed 
conditions of funding including those which relate to nationality, residency, approved course, 
previous academic attainment and means.

I can confirm that Carer’s Allowance and Carer’s Benefit are eligible payments for the 
special rate of maintenance grant. In addition Carer’s Allowance, the Carer’s Support Grant 
(where paid to recipients of the Carer’s Allowance and Domiciliary Care Allowance) and the 
Domiciliary Care Allowance are classified as an “income disregards” and these payments are 
not included in calculating reckonable income.

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant on 
the grounds of his/her initial classification as an independent or dependent student, she/he may 
appeal, in the first instance, to SUSI. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned 
down in writing by SUSI and remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted cor-
rectly in his/her case, an appeal, outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the 
independent Student Grants Appeals Board at www.studentgrantappeals.ie within the required 
timeframe.

The Student Assistance Fund (SAF) provides financial assistance to students experiencing 
financial difficulties while attending third level. Students can be assisted towards their rent, 
childcare costs, transport costs and books/class materials. The SAF is open to full-time regis-
tered students on courses of not less than one year’s duration leading to an undergraduate or 
postgraduate qualification.

06/10/2020WRKK01700Apprenticeship Programmes

06/10/2020WRKK01800563. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the number of applications received and approved under the apprentice-
ship incentivisation scheme since March 2020, by county in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28657/20]

06/10/2020WRKK01900564. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science the timeframe for the development and completion of the apprenticeship 
action plan 2021 to 2025; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28658/20]

06/10/2020WRKK02000565. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the number of apprentices enrolled and participating on each of the 
57 apprenticeship programmes in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28659/20]
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06/10/2020WRKK02100566. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the number of apprentices enrolled and participating on each of the 
57 apprenticeship programmes in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28660/20]

06/10/2020WRKK02200567. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the number of women and men, respectively, enrolled and participating 
on each of the 57 apprenticeship programmes in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28661/20]

06/10/2020WRKK02300568. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science the number of apprentices aged 16 to 17, 18 to 21, 22 to 24, 25 to 29 and 
over 30 years of age in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28662/20]

06/10/2020WRKK02400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Niall Collins): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 563 to 568, inclusive, together.

Apprentice participation by gender and age [16 to 17, 18 to 21, 22 to 24, 25 to 29 years and 
over 30 years of age] are set out in the tabular statements below.

The Programme for Government committed to publishing an updated Apprenticeship Ac-
tion Plan which will look at new ways of structuring, funding, and promoting apprenticeships 
to cover the period 2021-2025.  Stakeholders were invited to review a consultation paper which 
set out the current governance and operational structures of the apprenticeship system in July 
2020.

58 submissions were received from stakeholders such as employer groups, representa-
tive groups, education providers and individual apprentices and members of the public.  The 
submissions are currently being analysed to assess emerging themes and issues arising.  This 
consultation is being supplemented with feedback from SME employers through the Regional 
Skills Fora and an apprentice questionnaire which will issue during October. Further engage-
ment on major findings and emerging themes will be held as necessary in November.

Drafting will be undertaken in parallel with the work outlined above and will be finalised 
in late November and early December for consideration by the Minister for Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and Science and the Minister for Skills and Further Education.

As of 2nd October 466 applications (not approved payments) for the apprenticeship incen-
tivisation scheme were received in respect of 859 apprentices. A total of €124,000, as of Friday 
25th September, were paid to employers. Details of applications that have currently been pro-
cessed for payment county by county are set out in an attached tabular statement.

Apprentices Age Breakdown

Age band Pre 2016 Post 2016 Total
16 - 17 1318 11 1329
18 - 21 10417 524 10941
22 - 24 2435 406 2841
25 - 29 1472 434 1906
30 + 581 684 1265
Total 16223 2059 18282

Live Apprentice population at end of September 2020 - All Trades
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Male Female

Auctioneering and Property Services 89 94

Auctioneering and Property Services 89 94

BioPharmaChem 22 32

Laboratory Analyst 16 18

Laboratory Technician 6 14

Construction 4357 20

Brick and Stonelaying 191

Cabinet Making 2

Carpentry and Joinery 1733 6

Geo Driller 14

Painting and Decorating 103 5

Plastering 90

Plumbing 1950 6

Stonecutting and Stonemasonry 17

Wood Manufacturing and Finishing 257 3

Electrical 7542 82

Aircraft Mechanics 187 15

Electrical 6323 52

Electrical Instrumentation 396 8

Electronic Security Systems 154 2

Industrial Electrical Engineer 82 1

Instrumentation 52 2

Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 348 2

Engineering 2279 36

Engineering Services Management 9

Farriery 20

Industrial Insulation 51

Mechanical Automation & Maintenance Fitting 623 8

Manufacturing Engineer (Level 7) 88 6

Manufacturing Technology (Level 6) 95 12

Metal Fabrication 789 1

OEM Engineer 17 1

Pipefitting 174

Polymer Processing Technology 46 4

Sheet Metalworking 144 1

Toolmaking 223 3

Financial Services 300 315

Accounting Technician 105 172

Insurance Practitioner 153 124

International Financial Services Associate 17 8

International Financial Services Specialist 25 11

Hair 2 8

Hairdressing 2 8

Hospitality and Food 205 38

Butcher 40 2

Chef de Partie 53 15

Commis Chef 109 21

Sous Chef 3

ICT 247 59

Cybersecurity 27 7

Network Engineer Associate 60 8

Software Developer Associate 91 41

Telecommunications and Data Network Technician 69 3
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Male Female

Logistics 85 33

Lean Sigma Manager 20 10

Logistics Associate 61 21

Supply Chain Manager 3 2

Supply Chain Specialist 1

Media 5 2

CGI Technical Artist 5 2

Motor 2254 26

Agricultural Mechanics 144

Construction Plant Fitting 250

Heavy Vehicle Mechanics 515 3

Motor Mechanics 1205 20

Vehicle Body Repairs 140 3

Printing & Paper 2 0

Print Media 2

Recruitment 2 3

Recruitment Executive 2 3

Sales 68 75

Retail Supervision 58 69

Sales 10 6

Total 17459 823

Grand Total 18282

Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme - Processed Payments

County Applications

Carlow 4

Cavan 2

Clare 3

Cork 19

Donegal 5

Dublin 31

Galway 6

Kerry 5

Kildare 7

Kilkenny 1

Laois 4

Leitrim 2

Limerick 2

Longford 2

Louth 1

Mayo 2

Meath 4

Monaghan 1

Offaly 3

Roscommon 1

Tipperary 5

Waterford 6

Westmeath 2

Wexford 12

Wicklow 4

Grand Total 134

06/10/2020WRKK03000Apprenticeship Programmes
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06/10/2020WRKK03100569. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his views on the introduction of a national access to apprenticeship 
programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28663/20]

06/10/2020WRKK03200Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Niall Collins): A 
total of 300 learners availed of dedicated pre-apprenticeship training in 2019, growing to 580 
places in 2020.  SOLAS, in partnership with the HEA and with the support of the Apprentice-
ship Council, intends to continue developing access pathways with all providers, including TU 
Dublin, during 2020 and into the 2020-2021 academic year.

Technological University Dublin has developed an Access to Apprenticeship programme. 
This innovative pilot programme supports the transition of young people (16-24 years old) from 
areas of socio-economic disadvantage into craft apprenticeships. To date over 118 young men 
and women have progressed into apprenticeships through this program.

In addition to pre-apprenticeship programmes, initiatives underway to boost apprenticeship 
across tertiary education include:-

-  The apprenticeship “jobs market” platform (www.apprenticejobs.ie) is designed to in-
crease visibility of opportunities for all potential apprentices. It is free to use by employers who 
are approved by SOLAS to train apprentices and potential apprentices. To date 963 Employers 
have registered with the    platform.

-  A new online facility for approving new apprenticeship employers went live in October 
2019 to streamline the application process for employers wishing to take on apprentices.

-  The Generation Apprenticeship competition was rolled out at second level for the first 
time in 2020 with 156 second level schools, Youthreach Centres and Community Training Cen-
tres taking part (see www.gacomp.ie). 

-  Broader approaches to widening access to apprenticeships also include developing links 
between Youthreach and Community Training Centre (CTC) provision.

06/10/2020WRKK03300Language Schools

06/10/2020WRKK03400570. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if supports will remain in place for language schools to allow 
the industry to protect itself and recover over the next 12 to 18 months; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28722/20]

06/10/2020WRKK03500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): English language education (ELE) in Ireland is a broad and diverse sector 
with the vast majority of activity undertaken by private sector providers. I am aware of the chal-
lenges that are being encountered in the ELE sector and the substantial impact that the Covid-19 
outbreak has had on its students, teachers and providers. 

As part of the response to the pandemic, my Department established a specific Working 
Group for this sector. This group is comprised of representatives of relevant Government De-
partments and representatives of both students and English language education providers.  

As part of this process, the representative bodies for ELE providers have engaged with the 
Working Group surrounding their proposals for supports to aid the recovery of this sector.  In 
this forum, the providers have been advised of the measures introduced by Government to sup-
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port businesses at this time as part of the wider Covid-19 response. These measures initially in-
cluded the temporary wages subsidy scheme (TWSS) to facilitate employers to keep employees 
on the payroll during the initial period of the Covid-19 pandemic in order to retain this link for 
when business increases after the crisis. This temporary scheme has now been superseded by 
the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS). The EWSS will continue to provide payroll 
support to businesses, including eligible ELE providers, until 31 March 2021 and also provides 
for a reduction in Employers PRSI.  

Further to the above, the ELE provider representatives have been advised of the eligibil-
ity of businesses in this sector to apply, where appropriate, for further business supports made 
available by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation via Enterprise Ireland and 
through its network of Local Enterprise Offices.  A full list of these supports and related infor-
mation is available for providers here: https://dbei.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/
COVID-19-supports/. 

My Department will continue to engage with ELE provider representatives as this sector 
moves towards its full re-opening and continues on a path to recovery.

06/10/2020WRKK03600Third Level Costs

06/10/2020WRKK03700571. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the steps that will be taken to assist parents and students who 
have paid for accommodation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28090/20]

06/10/2020WRKK03800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I am conscious of the challenges faced by students regarding student accom-
modation this year due to financial pressures and the blended learning format of the 2020/21 
academic year. Throughout the last number of months my Department has been engaging with 
representatives from the higher education sector to address the challenges faced by students in 
this difficult time. My Department, in consultation with these key stakeholders will continue to 
monitor the situation relating to student accommodation closely.

Refund or cancellation policies in student accommodation should be set out in the license 
agreement signed at the beginning of the academic year. In the first instance students should 
engage with their accommodation provider to see if an arrangement can be reached in regard 
to a refund.

If this is not possible, under the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 students have 
access to the Dispute Resolution Services of the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB). While I 
would wish for private providers to show flexibility to students in this matter, it is not within my 
remit to issue instruction in relation to the private rental market.

06/10/2020WRKK03900Student Support Schemes

06/10/2020WRKK04000572. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the supports available to students who have been denied SUSI because 
they did not meet the criteria; if other supports are available to persons who are still struggling 
to pay fees; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28118/20]

06/10/2020WRKK04100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
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ty Simon Harris): The main support available to students is the statutory based Student Grant 
Scheme where students are studying for the first time or are progressing to study at a higher 
level e.g. progressing to postgraduate study. To qualify for grant support, a student has to meet 
various criteria such as means, residency, nationality and progression.

As part of the package of COVID supports for the higher and further education sector ap-
proved by Government on 22 July 2020, my Department of Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science has allocated €15 million of capital funding for a once-off 
Covid-19 Grant to support disadvantaged students in accessing ICT devices. This grant is being 
made available to further and higher education institutions. The institutions are using the grant 
funding to purchase devices to support disadvantaged students, including students who belong 
to a National Access Plan target group, who are encountering challenges in accessing devices 
for online and blended learning.  The distribution of the devices will be via appropriate lending 
schemes, the associated terms and conditions, will be a matter for each individual further or 
higher education provider. 

Students in third-level institutions experiencing exceptional financial need can apply for 
support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund assists full-time and part-time students, 
in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might otherwise be unable to continue their third 
level studies due to their financial circumstances.  Details of this fund are available from the 
Access Office in the higher education institution (HEI) attended. Institutions have the autonomy 
to maximise the flexibility in the Student Assistance Fund to support students during the Covid 
19 pandemic. 

The package of Covid 19 supports referred to above also includes a further €10m in access 
supports for students.  I have approved the allocation of €8.1m of this funding to top up the 
Student Assistance Fund (SAF) with remaining funding used to support students via the access 
services in the higher education institutions.

 Tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees paid for ap-
proved courses at approved colleges of higher education including approved undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses in EU Member States and in non-EU countries. Further information on 
this tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax office or from the Revenue Commissioners 
website www.revenue.ie.

06/10/2020WRLL00200Apprenticeship Programmes

06/10/2020WRLL00300573. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he will work to facilitate apprentice hairdressers getting back 
on site to continue their educational training; and if he will engage with those businesses pro-
viding the on-the-job work experience side of the training to ensure these apprentices can com-
plete their apprenticeships. [28162/20]

06/10/2020WRLL00400Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Niall Collins): 
Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board (ETB) who are the coordinating provider for 
the National Statutory Hairdressing Apprenticeship have confirmed that all apprentices have 
returned to work and have resumed normal work-based training duties as part of their appren-
ticeship programme. 

In addition, apprentices have returned to face to face off the job training since the reopening 
of ETB education and training providers. Off the job training for the hairdressing apprentices 
was facilitated through online tutorials during the closure of ETB education and training pro-
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viders.

06/10/2020WRLL00500Third Level Costs

06/10/2020WRLL00600574. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the procedure to be followed or expected in the case of a person 
(details supplied) who has been awarded their second choice place in DCU and has now been 
informed that the course will operate as a virtual course; if they are entitled to a refund of the 
maintenance element of their payment which they have already made to the college in respect 
of accommodation; if the course is likely to continue remotely; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28269/20]

06/10/2020WRLL00700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): On 25th September intensified protective measures in third level were 
announced, in line with public health advice. This has meant that on-site activity will be mini-
mised so long as these measures are in place. While I appreciate that this may be disappointing 
for students who had hoped to have as much time on campus as possible, these measures are 
necessary if the spread of the Coronavirus is to be halted.

These measures will be reviewed as the public health situation evolves, and I, my Depart-
ment and the Higher Education Institutions will continue to act in the best interests of students 
and staff.

In relation to the refund of accommodation costs, in the first instance students should engage 
with their accommodation provider to see if an arrangement can be reached. Refund or cancel-
lation policies in student accommodation should be set out in the license agreement signed at 
the beginning of the academic year. I understand, based on the information available to me, that 
DCU allowed students to cancel their accommodation without penalty up until 5th October. If 
a student wishes to cancel their accommodation after this, they should contact DCU directly to 
discuss the matter.

06/10/2020WRLL00800Nursing Education

06/10/2020WRLL00900575. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if additional third level college places in nursing will be pro-
vided; the location these places will be provided; the closing date for applications for same; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28302/20]

06/10/2020WRLL01000576. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if additional third level college places in nursing will be provided; if so, 
the locations in which places will be provided; the closing date for application to same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28306/20]

06/10/2020WRLL01100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 575 and 576 together.

In order to help mitigate the impact of the changes to the grading system I announced the 
creation of an additional 2,225 places on high-demand courses in Higher Education Institutions. 
These places were provided in order ensure that as many students as possible could be accom-
modated on a course of their choice, given the unprecedented circumstances they are facing. 
134 of these places were in Nursing courses, and the numbers per institution are in the follow-
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ing table.

Institution Additional Nursing Places

NUI Galway 6

Trinity College Dublin 20

University College Cork 37

University College Dublin 8

University of Limerick 15

Athlone IT 8

Dundalk IT 4

IT Tralee 5

Letterkenny IT 9

Waterford IT 12

St Angela’s College 10

Total 134

These places have been offered as part of the CAO offer process for the 2020 academic year, 
and as such are not open for applications. The figures given above may be subject to change as 
the CAO offer process is not yet complete.

06/10/2020WRLL01300Third Level Costs

06/10/2020WRLL01400577. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will provide details of the way in which the additional 
funds for universities are used; if he has been involved in any talks about a discount or reduction 
of tuition fees for students in view of the changes to the level of access they have to campus 
and educational offerings compared with pre-Covid times; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28512/20]

06/10/2020WRLL01500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Under the Department’s free fees schemes, the Exchequer provides funding 
toward the tuition fee costs of eligible undergraduate Higher Education students with students 
paying the student contribution. The student contribution fee is currently set at €3,000 per an-
num and can be paid in instalments.  The State pays the contribution in full or part, through 
SUSI, for approximately 44% of students eligible for free fees. 

I am very conscious of the impact of the pandemic has had on our students. In July I an-
nounced the provision of additional student assistance including a doubling of the Student As-
sistance Fund, and a €15 million technology fund for devices for students in further and higher 
education to assist with difficulties in accessing technology to facilitate their course work in a 
blended capacity.  These supports are being distributed through the colleges and further educa-
tion providers. 

On 25th September intensified protective measures in third level were announced, in line 
with public health advice. This has meant that on-site activity will be minimised so long as 
these measures are in place. While I appreciate that this may be disappointing for students who 
had hoped to have as much time on campus as possible, these measures are necessary if the 
spread of the Coronavirus is to be halted.

These measures will be reviewed as the public health situation evolves, and I, my Depart-
ment, and the Higher Education Institutions will continue to act in the best interests of students 
and staff.

Furthermore, the delivery of further and higher education in the context of Covid-19 will 
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cost the providers more not less.  The Government has provided additional funding in the 
amount of €168m to support the return of students to further and higher education and the addi-
tional funding provided for student supports will be of assistance to many students particularly 
those with the least financial resources. 

For the Education providers under the remit of my Department, the allocation includes 
funding towards Support to Front line response; Immediate ICT costs relating to online provi-
sion; Health and Safety Costs; Research costs and funds towards assisting the enrolment of 
International Students. The funding allocation has been assessed by the HEA and SOLAS and 
a final breakdown and distribution of funding allocation for the costs incurred is being finalized 
and correspondence will issue to all eligible providers in the coming weeks.

The Programme for Government undertakes to provide a long term sustainable funding 
model for higher education.  In addition the range of student supports operated by SUSI will be 
subject to review. An important objective will be to ensure access to and continued participation 
in higher education by students from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

I will continue to work with further and higher education providers, agencies and key stake-
holders including student representatives to mitigate the additional pressures faced as a result of 
covid-19.  Consideration of the student contribution will be in the context of annual estimates 
discussions and programme for government commitments.

06/10/2020WRLL01600Nursing Education

06/10/2020WRLL01700578. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he has considered financial assistance or concessions for 
student nurses and midwives on nursing programmes when they are prevented from working 
part-time jobs due to infection control measures across clinical sites; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28513/20]

06/10/2020WRLL01800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Any financial supports for student nurses and midwives on clinical place-
ments arranged by the relevant higher education institutions with health service providers are 
matters for the Health Service Executive and neither i nor my Department has a role in this 
regard. 

 However, I am concerned at the difficulties faced by those students who find themselves in 
the types of situation described by the Deputy arising from the Covid-19 pandemic and, as such, 
I have asked my officials to raise the matter directly with the Department of Health.

06/10/2020WRLL01900EU Directives

06/10/2020WRLL02000579. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the cost to his Department to date of all fines paid by Ire-
land for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish law; the breakdown, by directive, of the 
lump sum cost and the daily cost of each fine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28613/20]

06/10/2020WRLL02100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): My Department has not incurred any fines as a result of non-transposition 
of EU Directives into Irish law in the last ten year period.
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06/10/2020WRLL02200Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRLL02300580. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 319 of 29 September 
2020, if he will provide the total amount of additional Covid-19-related Exchequer expenditure 
for 2021 for his Department and a breakdown by line items of this additional expenditure; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28682/20]

06/10/2020WRLL02400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): As the Deputy is aware, matters relating to 2021 funding form part of bud-
getary discussions that are currently ongoing between the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform and other Government Departments and Offices.  I am liaising closely with the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform as part of this process to secure additional fund-
ing for the Further and Higher Education sectors, including costs incurred as a result of Covid 
19. This will form part of Budget 2021 announcements.

The delivery of further and higher education in the context of Covid-19 will cost the pro-
viders more not less.  The government has provided additional and re-prioritised funding in 
the amount of €168m to enable providers to facilitate the safe return of students to further and 
higher education in 2020, in the context of public health advice.   This funding includes provi-
sion for PPE and equipment, online learning costs, student supports and research costs. 

I will continue to work with further and higher education providers, agencies and key stake-
holders to identify impact of the pandemic on our further and higher education sectors and to 
mitigate the additional pressures faced as a result of covid-19.

06/10/2020WRLL02500Student Universal Support Ireland

06/10/2020WRLL02600581. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if he supports the principle of persons born in the State who are not 
Irish, UK, EEA or Swiss nationals and who qualify under the residency and other requirements 
of the schemes being able to access SUSI grants and the free fees scheme on the same basis as 
Irish, UK, EEA and Swiss nationals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28688/20]

06/10/2020WRLL02700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Under the terms of the student grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to 
students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those which relate to nation-
ality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. The nationality requirements for the 
student grant scheme are set out in section 14 of the Student Support Act 2011 and regulation 5 
of the Student Support Regulations 2020. 

To qualify for a student grant, it is the candidate’s nationality or his/her immigration status 
in the State that determines whether or not he/she meets the nationality requirement outlined 
in the Act and Regulations. The Department of Justice and Equality adjudicates on a person’s 
entitlement to remain in the State and on the stamp that is awarded where permission to remain 
is sanctioned

Article 32 of the Student Grant Scheme 2020 provides for a review of eligibility for the 
award of a grant in the event of a change of circumstances in the academic year, including a 
change in relation to a student’s nationality or immigration status. Where a student acquires 
Irish citizenship by naturalisation, or is granted one of the permission to remain criterion pro-
vided for in the Act or Regulations during the course of their studies, he/she may apply to SUSI 
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to have his/her application re-assessed.

Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and re-
mains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal form outlining the position may be submitted by the applicant to the independent Student 
Grants Appeals Board.

Under the Departments Free Fees Initiative, the Exchequer pays tuition fees on behalf of eli-
gible students attending approved full-time undergraduate courses. In order to qualify for fund-
ing under the Department’s Free Fees Initiative, students must meet the criteria of the scheme 
including the separate residency and nationality/citizenship requirements of the scheme.

 Students must hold inter alia EU/EEA/Swiss/UK nationality or certain permissions to re-
side in the state as granted by the Minister for Justice in their own right and have been ordinarily 
resident in an EU/EEA/Swiss/UK state for at least three of the five years preceding their entry 
to an approved third level course. 

Where students do not qualify for free fees funding, they must pay the appropriate fee, ei-
ther EU or Non-EU, as determined by each higher education institution. These institutions are 
autonomous bodies and the level of fee payable by students who do not meet the requirements 
of the free fees scheme is a matter for the relevant institution to determine in accordance with 
their own criteria.

06/10/2020WRLL02800Student Support Schemes

06/10/2020WRLL02900582. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the provision in place or that will be put in place for students 
who have limited or no access to Internet connectivity; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28891/20]

06/10/2020WRLL03000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) have been undertaking detailed plan-
ning and contingencies for their re-opening and communicating these to students, moving from 
emergency remote learning towards a mode of blended learning, combining both online and 
onsite provision. In July I announced a €168 million funding package to support the sector and 
students, including a €15 million fund for technology supports and  an additional €10m for ac-
cess supports. 

As part of this package of COVID-19 supports for the higher and further education sec-
tors, my Department has allocated €15 million to higher and further education providers for a 
once-off COVID-19 Grant to support disadvantaged students in accessing ICT devices.  This 
initiative addresses concerns regarding the digital divide in the context of the shift to online and 
blended models of learning as a result of COVID-19 and the importance of supporting disad-
vantaged students to adapt to these new models.

Devices procured using the grant are being distributed by higher education institutions and 
Education and Training Boards to disadvantaged students via appropriate lending schemes. 
Approximately 16,700 laptops have already been ordered as part of a bulk purchase organised 
by HEAnet, Ireland’s National Education and Research Network, while additional devices are 
being procured by some providers directly.

In addition, many HEIs already operate more than one campus and are considering all rel-
evant approaches to a return to college where appropriate, or for the most appropriate provision 
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of blended or online programmes. Even before the Covid-19 pandemic struck a number of high-
er education projects were already receiving funding from the HEA under the Innovation and 
Transformation Fund to assist students to access courses virtually. For example, Letterkenny IT 
runs the iNote project building digital capacity for flexible learning delivery in the West/ North 
West,; Dundalk IT provides a virtual hub to support all learners under its ‘Gateway to Success’ 
project and IT Sligo provides online and blended degree programmes for students unable to be 
on campus due to location, disability etc.

In relation to connectivity which can be an issue for some students, bringing connectivity 
to remote rural locations is a key Government policy under the National Broadband Plan net-
work which will offer users a high speed broadband service with a minimum download speed 
of 150Mbps from the outset. To support remote working and connected communities, approxi-
mately 300 Broadband Connection Points were identified by Local Authorities to be connected 
to high speed broadband this year. Provision of these connection points will assist communities 
in gaining free public access to high speed broadband in advance of the main deployment under 
the National Broadband Plan. This work is being carried out by the Department of Commu-
nications, Climate Action and Environment in conjunction with the Department of Rural and 
Community Development. The connection points will be in public places such as library hubs 
and community centres and a map of the sites is available on the website of the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

In this context I would also refer the Deputy to my responses to Deputy Cairns in the Dáil 
on 9 September in relation to issues around connectivity and online access when I said that I 
had met with representatives of HEAnet, the organisation that is involved in rolling out techno-
logical solutions for students.  HEAnet delivers high-speed internet connectivity and IT shared 
services to all levels of the education sector. While the broadband experience for students can 
differ across the country, the eduroam facility that HEAnet provides is a WiFi solution designed 
by and for the higher education community, and operates across the education locations na-
tionally. Eduroam allows a student to access WiFi wherever eduroam is broadcast, enabling a 
student to seamlessly roam from one eduroam location to another. 

HEAnet is in the process of developing proposals to see how this eduroam Wi-Fi system can 
be made available off campus as well as on campus.  To help address the increased demand for 
broadband access as a result of increased remote learning arising during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it is recognised that expanding the coverage footprint of eduroam can help to ameliorate 
broadband access issues for students. In this regard, HEAnet has launched ‘eduroam   Every-
where’, a pilot initiative with the support of my Department. The objective of this initiative is 
to explore opportunities to expand the eduroam service across other public sector infrastruc-
tures, private sector infrastructures, as well as new infrastructures so as achieve a wider range 
of targeted locations that are conducive to student access and remote learning. In addition, the 
expanded HEAnet Store (www.heanet.ie/store) provides discounted devices and mobile broad-
band offers to support remote learning across higher education.

06/10/2020WRLL03100International Students

06/10/2020WRLL03200583. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if correspondence was received from this Deputy on 23 September 
2020 regarding a letter from international students in Ireland; and if a reply will issue shortly. 
[28899/20]

06/10/2020WRLL03300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Higher Education Institutions are autonomous bodies and are responsible 
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for their own day-to-day management and operational affairs, including the management of 
academic affairs. They retain the right to determine their own policies and procedures including 
the matters you have raised. The determination of international status and level of fee payable 
is a matter for the relevant institution to determine in accordance with its own criteria.

Blended delivery is expected to play a key part of how providers will ensure continuity of 
education provision in the face of the Covid-19 restrictions. The determination, as to the total 
level of fees to be charged, is a matter for each institution in accordance with its own particular 
operational conditions and circumstances in ensuring quality education provision for students 
through this pandemic.

On 25th September intensified protective measures in third level were announced, in line 
with public health advice. This has meant that on-site activity will be minimised so long as 
these measures are in place. While I appreciate that this may be disappointing for students who 
had hoped to have as much time on campus as possible, these measures are necessary if the 
spread of the Coronavirus is to be halted.

These measures will be reviewed as the public health situation evolves, and I, my Depart-
ment, and the Higher Education Institutions will continue to act in the best interests of students 
and staff.

06/10/2020WRLL03400Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRLL03500584. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he has engaged a third-party company in each of the years 
2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to conduct online and-or social media monitoring and-or 
provide reports on social media coverage of his Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the 
names of the social media platforms being monitored will be provided. [28918/20]

06/10/2020WRLL03600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Department has not engaged a third party to conduct online or social 
media monitoring.

06/10/2020WRLL03700Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRLL03800585. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of staff in his Department on sick leave between 
March and September, by month, in 2019 and to date in 2020; the pay arrangements that exist 
for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; the number of sick days accounted for by 
his Department over the period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28936/20]

06/10/2020WRLL03900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The information requested by the Deputy is provided in the following table.

The regulations governing sick leave in the Public Service are SI 124 of 2014. Limits for 
sick leave are 92 days full pay in a rolling one year period followed by 91 days on half pay sub-
ject to a maximum of 183 days in a rolling four year period. The figures provide below are in 
relation to the Department of Education and the Department of Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science as the figures are not currently being recorded separately for 
each Department.  
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MONTH YEAR No of Staff on Sick Leave No of Sick Leave Days

03 - March 2019 226 1495.16

2020 145 1318.35

04 - April 2019 184 1329.88

2020 40 636.83

05 - May 2019 192 1391.06

2020 43 684.35

06 - June 2019 163 1237.88

2020 58 684.08

07 - July 2019 169 1291.38

2020 56 751.16

08 - August 2019 183 1292.26

2020 62 734.19

09 - September 2019 240 1548.11

2020 85 615.29

06/10/2020WRLL04000Student Grant Scheme

06/10/2020WRLL04100586. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if a residency clause was in place stating that the children of 
returning Irish emigrants must have been resident in the State for three out of the previous five 
years prior to their student grant application, prior to enactment of the Student Support Act 
2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28947/20]

06/10/2020WRLL04200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Under the terms of the student grant scheme, grant assistance is awarded to 
students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those which relate to nation-
ality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. The nationality requirements for the 
student grant scheme are set out in section 14 of the Student Support Act 2011 and regulation 5 
of the Student Support Regulations 2020. To qualify for a student grant, it is the candidate’s na-
tionality or his/her immigration status in the State that determines whether or not he/she meets 
the nationality requirement outlined in the Act and Regulations. 

Article 32 of the Student Grant Scheme 2020 provides for a review of eligibility for the 
award of a grant in the event of a change of circumstances in the academic year, including a 
change in relation to a student’s nationality or immigration status. Where a student acquires 
Irish citizenship by naturalisation, or is granted one of the permission to remain criterion pro-
vided for in the Act or Regulations during the course of their studies, he/she may apply to SUSI 
to have his/her application re-assessed.

 SUSI’s online application process for student grant applications for the 2020/21 academic 
year opened on 23rd April, 2020. Further information in relation to student grant assistance is 
available from SUSI’s website, www.susi.ie. The telephone number for SUSI’s Helpdesk is 
0761 087 874.

The residency requirement of the 2010 Higher Education Grants Scheme, which was prior 
to the enactment of the Student Support Act 2011, stated that the candidate shall have been or-
dinarily resident in the State for at least three out of the last five years immediately preceding 
the date on which a year of study on an approved course in an approved institution commenced.

06/10/2020WRLL04300Parental Leave
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06/10/2020WRLL04400587. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 166 of 23 September 2020, when the additional three-week parental leave will be 
enacted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28140/20]

06/10/2020WRLL04500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Parent’s Leave and Benefit Bill 2019 
provides for two weeks of parent’s leave and benefit for all new parents in employment or self-
employment in respect of children born or placed for adoption on or after 1 November 2019. 
This is to facilitate parents to spend more time with their children in their critical first year of 
life. 

The Government is currently considering a proposal to advance the extension of Parent’s 
Leave and Benefit to five weeks for all parents of children born after 1 November 2019, to en-
able every eligible parent to spend additional time with their child.

The Government proposal would mean that eligible parents of children born during the 
pandemic crisis would get an extra three weeks of Parent’s Leave to offset the impact of having 
a child during the strict lockdown measures. The period in which Parent’s Leave can be taken 
would also be extended from one year to two years. 

This will be a matter for Minister O’Gorman to progress following the transfer of this func-
tion to his Department in the coming weeks.

06/10/2020WRMM00200Refugee Resettlement Programme

06/10/2020WRMM00300588. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Justice if an offer has been made to 
the Greek authorities to accept a significant number of asylum seekers impacted by the disas-
trous fire in the Moria refugee camp; his contacts to date with the Greek authorities on the mat-
ter; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28215/20]

06/10/2020WRMM00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Ireland strongly supports the principle of 
solidarity and recognises that assistance is required for Member States who face a dispropor-
tionate number of applicants and where incidences such as that which occurred in the Moria 
camp in Lesbos can cause additional hardship. 

Last week, I announced an additional commitment under the Irish RefugeeProtection Pro-
gramme (IRPP) to welcome up to 50 people in family groups from Greece following the recent 
fire that almost completely destroyed the Moria camp on the island of Lesbos in Greece. 

The families who will arrive from Greece have already been granted an international protec-
tion status by the Greek authorities. I will grant them ‘programme refugee’ status immediately 
upon their arrival in Ireland. Officials from my Department are liaising with the European 
Commission on the detail of this commitment, and along with An Garda Síochána will travel to 
Greece in the coming weeks to make the arrangements for their safe passage to Ireland. 

The Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) was established in 2015 in response to the 
migration crisis in central and southern Europe. Under this programme, the Government com-
mitted to accepting up to 4,000 people into the State, primarily through a combination of the EU 
Relocation Programme and the UNHCR’s Refugee Resettlement Programme.   

To date, more than 3,350 people have arrived in the State under this first phase of the Irish 
Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP).  Most of the remaining people will arrive under the 
Irish Refugee Protection Programme Humanitarian Admissions Programme (IHAP).  However, 
these people make their own travel arrangements, and so no exact timeframe can be given for 
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when they might arrive in Ireland. 

Last December, a second phase of the IRPP was announced giving a commitment to wel-
come a further 2,900 refugees between this year and 2023, through a combination of resettle-
ment and community sponsorship. The refugees who are due to arrive from Greece are in ad-
dition to this number.

06/10/2020WRMM00500Refugee Resettlement Programme

06/10/2020WRMM00600589. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Justice her plans to increase the number 
of refugees Ireland will offer to relocate from Greece before Christmas 2020; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28589/20]

06/10/2020WRMM00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Ireland strongly supports the principle of 
solidarity and recognises that assistance is required for Member States who face a dispropor-
tionate number of applicants and where incidences such as that which occurred in the Moria 
camp in Lesbos can cause additional hardship.

Last week, I announced an additional commitment under the Irish RefugeeProtection Pro-
gramme (IRPP) to welcome up to 50 people in family groups from Greece following the recent 
fire that almost completely destroyed the Moria camp on the island of Lesbos in Greece.

The families who will arrive from Greece have already been granted an international protec-
tion status by the Greek authorities. I will grant them ‘programme refugee’ status immediately 
upon their arrival in Ireland. Officials from my Department are liaising with the European 
Commission on the detail of this commitment, and along with An Garda Síochána will travel to 
Greece in the coming weeks to make the arrangements for their safe passage to Ireland.

The Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) was established in 2015 in response to the 
migration crisis in central and southern Europe. Under this programme, the Government com-
mitted to accepting up to 4,000 people into the State, primarily through a combination of the EU 
Relocation Programme and the UNHCR’s Refugee Resettlement Programme.   

To date, more than 3,350 people have arrived in the State under this first phase of the Irish 
Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP).  Most of the remaining people will arrive under the 
Irish Refugee Protection Programme Humanitarian Admissions Programme (IHAP).  However, 
these people make their own travel arrangements, and so no exact timeframe can be given for 
when they might arrive in Ireland.

Last December, a second phase of the IRPP was announced giving a commitment to wel-
come a further 2,900 refugees between this year and 2023, through a combination of resettle-
ment and community sponsorship. The refugees who are due to arrive from Greece are in ad-
dition to this number.

06/10/2020WRMM00800Property Management Companies

06/10/2020WRMM00900590. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Justice if a management company is 
obliged to invite all owners that pay service charges to the AGM of the management company 
under the Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011. [28703/20]

06/10/2020WRMM01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Multi-Unit Developments Act 2011 
was enacted with the primary purposes of reforming the law relating to the ownership and 
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management of common areas of multi-unit developments and facilitating the fair, efficient 
and effective management of owners’ management companies (OMCs). These are companies 
registered under the Companies Act, the members of which are the owners of residential units 
within the development, which are established for the purposes of ownership and management 
of such common areas.

Section 17 of the Act imposes specific obligations on OMCs with regards to the holding 
of an AGM and the preparation of an annual report. OMCs must hold a meeting at least once 
a year to consider the report. Advance notice of the meeting must be given to each member at 
least 21 days before the meeting; a copy of the annual report must be provided at least 10 days 
beforehand; moreover, the meeting must take place within reasonable proximity to the multi-
unit development unless otherwise agreed in writing by 75% of the members.

06/10/2020WRMM01100Garda Stations

06/10/2020WRMM01200591. Deputy Eoghan Murphy asked the Minister for Justice her plans for Donnybrook 
Garda station, Dublin 4; and if it will continue to operate under the current reduced hours. 
[29087/20]

06/10/2020WRMM01300610. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the maximum number of 
persons who might be working in Donnybrook Garda station, Dublin 4, at any one time; the 
average number of persons working in the station at any one time; the number of full-time 
gardaí attached to the station; the number of parking spaces at the station; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28628/20]

06/10/2020WRMM01400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 591 and 
610 together.

The Deputy will be aware that the Garda Commissioner is by law responsible for the man-
agement of An Garda Síochána, including personnel matters and deployment of resources.  As 
Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.  I am assured, however, that Garda manage-
ment keeps the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends 
and policing priorities, to ensure their optimum use.

I have requested information from the Garda Commissioner in relation to this matter but it 
was unfortunately not possible to compile it in the time available. 

I will write to the Deputy directly with the information requested, when it is available.

06/10/2020WRMM01500Direct Provision System

06/10/2020WRMM01600592. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice the number of single persons, fami-
lies, children and number of persons being accommodated in the temporary direct provision 
centre in Bray, County Wicklow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28094/20]

06/10/2020WRMM01700593. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons in direct 
provision accommodation in Bray, County Wicklow, for zero to three, three to six, six to 12 
and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28095/20]

06/10/2020WRMM01800594. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice when the contract ceases for direct 
provision in Bray, County Wicklow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28096/20]
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06/10/2020WRMM01900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 592 to 
594, inclusive, together.

As of 4 October 2020, there were 128 residents in the temporary accommodation premises 
in Bray, including 19 children living with their parents or guardians.  There are 64 single people 
and 24 family units accommodated in this centre. Family units are couples or parents/guardians 
and children.  

The table below sets out the length of stay for persons residing in this accommodation.

Length of Stay Total
0 - 3 Months 24
3 - 6 Months 43
6 - 12 Months 9
12+ Months 52

My Department has been using the premises in Bray for accommodation of international 
protection applicants as an emergency measure due to insufficient capacity in our accommoda-
tion portfolio.  This became necessary from September 2018, when our accommodation portfo-
lio reached full capacity due to large increases in applications for protection, in order to ensure 
that Ireland could continue to meet our legal obligations to provide accommodation and other 
services to people seeking international protection. The premises was offered to my Department 
following a public advertisement for such hotel and guest house accommodation on short-term 
contracts.

The contracts for such accommodation premises are on a rolling short term basis (3 or 6 
months).  The current contract for the premises in Bray is due to run until December, 2020. 
Before the expiry of the contract, an evaluation will be carried out of the requirement for ac-
commodation in order to determine usage going forward.

My Department aims to move people from temporary accommodation to fully serviced cen-
tres  as soon as possible as and when vacancies arise or new accommodation comes on stream.  
Our priority is to move families with children first.

06/10/2020WRMM02200Family Reunification

06/10/2020WRMM02300595. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Justice the status of an application for 
family reunification by a person (details supplied). [28154/20]

06/10/2020WRMM02400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Immigration Service of my Depart-
ment received a proposal under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme Humanitarian Admis-
sions Programme (known as IHAP) from the person referred to by the Deputy on 30 June 2018. 

The person concerned was informed, in letters dated 11 December 2018 and 22 January 
2019, that the proposal could not be accepted for reasons outlined at that time, namely that the 
subjects of the proposal did not meet the eligibility criteria as set out in the Eligible Categories 
of Beneficiaries for the IHAP programme. Further letters of clarification issued to the person 
concerned regarding the decision on 20 March 2019 and 2 October 2020. 

Information on the eligibility conditions of the IHAP are available on the Immigration Ser-
vice website at:  www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/irish-refugee-protection-programme-humani-
tarian-admission-programme-2-(ihap).
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06/10/2020WRMM02500Direct Provision System

06/10/2020WRMM02600596. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons to 
be accommodated in the Dominick Street Complex direct provision centre, Galway, by unit in 
tabular form; when the facility will be fully occupied; the person or body responsible for the 
maintenance and security of the centre; if there will be no charge to the residents for the provi-
sion of utilities including electricity, bins, heating and wifi; the plans in place for the provision 
of childcare facilities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28207/20]

06/10/2020WRMM02700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Dominick Street Complex com-
prises 30 apartments and 5 townhouses. Accommodation varies from 1-2 bedrooms with fully 
equipped kitchens, living rooms and bathrooms and on-site Wi-Fi.  The units will be occupied 
over the coming weeks with families moving in over this period. One family will be accom-
modated in each unit, and there is a maximum capacity of 139 people in total.

An initial two-year contract has been agreed between my Department and Keldesso Lim-
ited (the service provider).  The service provider will be responsible for the maintenance and 
security of the premises, which will be subject to unannounced inspections by officials of my 
Department.  

All units are own-door and fully self-contained. They will facilitate independent living for 
residents, in line with the National Standards for accommodation centres published last year. 
This means that all residents will have cooking facilities and an in-house food hall where they 
can get their groceries using a cashless system. The residents will not pay for utilities, bins or 
heating. 

In addition, there is a communal area on the ground floor of the apartments with a reception 
office and multi-functional meeting rooms for residents. This will include an indoor children’s 
play facility, a library and a games room for teenagers. 

The children of international protection applicants are educated within the mainstream edu-
cation system and can access free primary and post-primary education in the same way as other 
children in Ireland. The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Scheme, administered by 
the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, provides early childhood care and education for 
children of pre-school age including the children of international protection applicants.

06/10/2020WRMM02800Data Protection

06/10/2020WRMM02900597. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice if she has received greater clar-
ity and guidance on the way in which the GDPR safeguards apply in the case of children after 
calls made after the Council working party discussions on the scope of the report on the evalu-
ation and review of the Regulation to the Council and European Parliament; the implications 
this will have for the amendment and commencement of section 30 Of the Data Protection Act 
2018; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28208/20]

06/10/2020WRMM03000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Ireland has welcomed the European Com-
mission’s commitment to providing tools to clarify  and support the application of data protec-
tion rules to children. 

The Commission also recommended that the European Data Protection Board (EDPB) 
adopt guidelines which are practical, easily understandable, and which provide clear answers 
and avoid ambiguities on issues related to the application of the GDPR, particularly in relation 
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to the processing of children’s data.

To date, neither the Commission nor the EDPB have issued guidelines in relation to the 
processing of children’s data. 

The Deputy will appreciate that the GDPR is an EU wide instrument and member states 
cannot deviate from its provisions, nor will guidelines supersede that position.  Commencement 
of section 30 raises serious matters, including the risk of infringement proceedings and the po-
tential for significant penalties against the State.

The processing of personal data for marketing and profiling purposes takes place under the 
so-called “legitimate interests” ground in Article 6.1(f) of the GDPR, with the case law of the 
Court of Justice underlining the importance of free movement of personal data and establishing 
that Member States are not permitted to impose additional conditions that would have the effect 
of amending the scope of any of the grounds now set out in Article 6.1 of the GDPR. 

The Office of the Attorney General has also advised my Department that section 30 of the 
Act appears to go beyond the margin of discretion afforded to Member States in giving further 
effect to the GDPR and would conflict with Article 6(1)(f), read alongside Recital (47). Put 
simply, it is not an option for a Member State to unilaterally prohibit a category of processing 
activities which might otherwise be lawful under Article 6.1(f).  The commencement of section 
30 could, therefore, give rise to a substantial risk of infringement proceedings against the State 
pursuant to Article 258 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

The European Commission has also confirmed that processing of personal data for direct 
marketing purposes may be regarded as carried out for a legitimate interest and that Article 6(1)
(f) of the GDPR does not make the processing of personal data of a child for the purposes of 
direct marketing unlawful. 

The Commission also indicated that subject to Article 22 (automated decision-making), 
processing of personal data of a child for the purposes of profiling is not generally prohibited, 
albeit the processing must take into account that children merit specific protection as clarified 
in recital (38). 

Moreover, the Commission have indicated that the term “micro-targeting”, as referenced 
in Section 30 of the Act, is not mentioned in the GDPR, and its scope remains uncertain and 
undefined.

Apart from this apparent conflict with the GDPR, the Office of the Attorney General has 
advised that section 30 gives rise to difficulties under Article 38.1 of the Constitution and under 
Article 7 of the European Convention on Human Rights. Article 38.1 provides that no person 
shall be tried on any criminal charge save in due course of law. In order for a domestic offence 
provision to comply with Article 38.1, it must be clear, precise and foreseeable in its applica-
tion.  It is not clear under section 30 what might constitute the processing of personal data of a 
child for the purposes micro-targeting.  It is also a requirement under Article 7 of the Conven-
tion that offence provisions must be sufficiently clear and precise so as to enable individuals 
to ascertain which conduct constitutes a criminal offence and to foresee the consequences of 
engaging in such conduct.

06/10/2020WRMM03100Asylum Seekers

06/10/2020WRMM03200598. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice if she will expand the plans to 
lease properties in Galway city centre to house asylum seekers nationwide and to remove asylum 
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seekers from congregated settings; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28249/20]

06/10/2020WRMM03300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The new accommodation centre in Gal-
way City Centre was selected following a public procurement process, which was advertised 
through the Government’s procurement portal www.etenders.gov.ie for the Western Region. 
While that regional competition has now ended, my Department is currently finalising the re-
sults of a similar process for the Borders Region. Upon completion of that process, all regions 
of the state will have been covered by tender competitions within the last two years.

All properties selected under the tender process must be able to meet the requirements of the 
National Standards for accommodation centres.  The Standards were published in August 2019 
and developed through an Advisory Group including representatives from UNHCR Ireland and 
the NGO sector.  The Standards will come into force in January 2021 and address a range of 
themes including accommodation; food and catering; individual, community and family life; 
health and wellbeing; governance; and meeting the special reception needs of applicants.  The 
Standards will ensure that all new accommodation coming on stream must be able to meet the 
requirements for independent living by the provision of self-catering facilities for residents in-
cluding a food hall and the availability of separate family spaces outside of bedrooms. 

Last year, Dr. Catherine Day was asked to bring together an expert group with representa-
tion from asylum seekers and NGOs to examine best practice in the provision of services to 
international protection applicants, to examine likely longer term trends and to set out recom-
mendations and solutions. Any new system for the provision of accommodation and additional 
supports to international protection applicants will be informed by the Report of this Expert 
Group, which was presented to me and Minister Roderic O’Gorman T.D, on 23 September 
2020.  The report will be presented to Government very shortly and I expect that it will be pub-
lished thereafter.

It is the Government’s intention to publish a White Paper by the end of this year, informed 
by the recommendations of the Expert Group, which will set out how a replacement to the Di-
rect Provision system will be structured and the steps to achieving it. It will be a matter for my 
colleague, the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration, to progress the matter 
following the transfer of this function to his Department.

06/10/2020WRMM03400Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRMM03500599. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Justice the value of contracts 
awarded by his Department to a company (details supplied), its subsidiaries and each body and 
local authority under his remit from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020, in tabular form; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [28260/20]

06/10/2020WRMM03600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): In respect of the Deputy’s question please 
see the enclosed table which sets out the expenditure by my Department in each of the years 
from 1 January 2016 to 14 July 2020 in relation to contracts awarded to the named company. 

Vendor Name 2016 2017 2018* 2019* 2020* Total

CAMPBELL 
CATERING 
LTD

2,640,576 1,431 9,600 266 2,651,873 

ARAMARK/
CAMPBELL 
CATERING 
LTD

5,575,076 3,864,654 9,439,730
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Vendor Name 2016 2017 2018* 2019* 2020* Total

ARAMARK 
WORKPLACE 
SOLNS

5,010 5,010

ARAMARK 
PROPERTY 
SERVICES LTD

800 47 847

Total 5,580,086 6,506,030 1,431 9,647 266 12,097,460

Please note that, for reasons of commercial sensitivity, the International Protection Accom-
modation Service do not release information on the most recent 2 prior years. Accordingly the 
information above does not contain any information on expenditure, if any, which may have 
been incurred by the International Protection Accommodation Service (formerly the Reception 
and Integration Agency) in the years 2018, 2019 and 2020.

06/10/2020WRMM03700Crime Data

06/10/2020WRMM03800600. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the number of animals reported 
stolen or missing to An Garda Síochána in County Laois; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28261/20]

06/10/2020WRMM03900601. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the number of prosecutions and 
convictions secured in County Laois regarding the theft of animals; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28262/20]

06/10/2020WRMM04000602. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the number of animals reported 
stolen or missing to An Garda Síochána nationally; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28263/20]

06/10/2020WRMM04100603. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the number of prosecutions and 
convictions secured regarding the theft of animals nationally; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [28264/20]

06/10/2020WRMM04200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 600 to 
603, inclusive, together.

I am very conscious of the impact that crimes like animal theft have on the quality of life for 
residents in local communities. Gardaí are working hard to tackle this, and all forms of crimi-
nality in our communities, to make them safer for all members of society.

I am informed by the Garda authorities that An Garda Síochána closely monitors emerging 
crime trends, and that the Garda National Crime Prevention Unit coordinates a number of crime 
prevention initiatives aimed at reducing crime. These initiatives include Crime Prevention In-
formation Campaigns through traditional and social media. 

The Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) Act 2001 provides for offences of theft, 
the handling of stolen property and the possession of stolen property.  The offence of theft pro-
vided for by this legislation would, based on the broad nature of the offence, include the theft of 
animals. A maximum sentence of 10 years imprisonment is provided for in the case of offences 
of theft and handling of stolen property; while a maximum sentence of 5 years imprisonment is 
provided for the offence of possession of stolen property.   

Officers of Customs and Excise (a division of the Revenue Commissioners), as well as 
members of An Garda Síochána, have responsibility for searching vehicles at our ports of entry 
to deter ongoing criminal activity, including that of attempts to smuggle animals into and out 
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of the State. Animals found without the necessary paperwork under the Animal Health and 
Welfare Act 2013 are seized and handed into the care of the local Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals or the relevant Local Authority as appropriate under Section 15 of the 
Control of Dogs Act 1986. 

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the number of animals reported stolen or miss-
ing to An Garda Síochána in the Portlaoise Garda District, which is part of the Laois/ Offaly Di-
vision, is shown in the table below. The Portlaoise Garda District is made up of the sub-districts 
(stations): Abbeyleix, Arles, Ballylinan, Borris-In-Ossory, Clonaslee, Durrow, Mountmellick, 
Mountrath, Portarlington, Portlaoise, Rathdowney and Stradbally (Co Laois) 

The figures shown are approximate being based on descriptions given for the PULSE object.

Reported Year ‘Stolen’ Animals ‘Lost’ Animals
2010 15 86
2011 25 105
2012 186 126
2013 108 100
2014 51 147
2015 108 122
2016 23 133
2017 30 155
2018 132 205
2019 ** 155
2020* 21 119

* Up to and including 29-Sep-2020.

** Figure is less than 10.

Figures less than 10 are not reported to ensure there are no issues from a data protection 
perspective.

I am further informed by An Garda Síochána that the number of animals reported stolen or 
missing to An Garda Síochána nationally are in the table below. Again, the figures shown are 
approximate being based on descriptions given for the PULSE object.

Reported Year ‘Stolen’ Animals ‘Lost’ Animals
2010 2514 3166
2011 1944 3201
2012 1705 3126
2013 2319 3590
2014 2577 3782
2015 1711 3530
2016 1377 3481
2017 1146 3917
2018 569 4667
2019 575 4390
2020* 577 3348

* Up to and including 29-Sep-2020.

I have consulted with the Courts Service to determine the number of prosecutions and con-
victions secured regarding the theft of animals both in County Laois and nationally, and I am 
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informed that the ability to pull together data in response to the Deputy’s question is dependent 
upon being able to isolate animal theft in their records over any other type of theft.  For other 
offences, this is possible because the offence type has a specific code on An Garda Síochána’s 
PULSE system, which the Courts Service use for populating their own records.

I understand that there is no specific code on PULSE for theft of animals. The same code 
is used for all types of theft and it would require the checking of individual records within the 
Courts Service to separate out theft of animals from other types of theft.  Given the numbers 
of offences of theft every year, this is too onerous a task to narrow down over the period the 
Deputy has requested.

06/10/2020WRNN00300Departmental Reviews

06/10/2020WRNN00400604. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the status of the review 
of the administration of civil justice; when the review will be published; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [28342/20]

06/10/2020WRNN00500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): A Group to review the administration of 
civil justice in the State, chaired by the former President of the High Court Mr Justice Peter 
Kelly, was established in 2017.  The Group will make recommendations for changes with a 
view to improving access to civil justice in the State, promoting early resolution of disputes, 
reducing the cost of litigation, creating a more responsive and proportionate system and ensur-
ing better outcomes for court users.  

I understand that the Group is on track to submit its report to me by the end of October 2020 
and it is my intention to publish it shortly thereafter. 

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to implement reforms to the ad-
ministration of civil justice in the State covering matters such as the more efficient and effective 
deployment of court and judicial resources, which will be guided by the report of the group 
chaired by  Mr Justice Peter Kelly. 

This Report will be an important and welcome contribution to bringing about reforms in the 
Administration of Civil Justice and will be actively considered by my Department to inform 
appropriate policy and legislative responses to the recommendations proposed.

06/10/2020WRNN00600EU Directives

06/10/2020WRNN00700605. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the cost to her Depart-
ment to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish law; 
the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each fine; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [26679/20]

06/10/2020WRNN00800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
wish to inform the Deputy that there has been one lump sum fine imposed on my Department 
by the European Court of Justice (ECJ). This was in relation to the infringement on Directive 
(EU) 2015/849 on the prevention of the use of the financial system for the purposes of money 
laundering or terrorist financing.

On 16 July 2020, the ECJ imposed a €2 million lump sum fine for failing to transpose the 
Directive. The Court accepted that the Directive has now been fully transposed by Ireland.
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06/10/2020WRNN00900Garda Training

06/10/2020WRNN01000606. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice the protocol in An Garda Sío-
chána to act upon reports of a potential suicide. [28394/20]

06/10/2020WRNN01100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I would like to thank the Deputy for sub-
mitting this question.  I very much appreciate the devastation which is caused to every family 
impacted upon by such tragic situations. 

I am informed by the Garda Commissioner that there are protocols in place for Garda mem-
bers to respond to reports of a potential suicide.  HQ Directive 75/2014, the Hostage/Barricade/
Suicide Incident Command Policy, sets out An Garda Síochána’s policy on the use of force and 
Garda negotiation/response/tactics in both planned and incidents that require a spontaneous re-
sponse by members of An Garda Síochána to manage hostage, barricade, and suicide incidents.

The response by An Garda Síochána to reports of potential suicide incidents are in line with 
this policy of containment and negotiation for a safe resolution. 

This policy sets out the process for declaring a ‘Hostage/Barricade/Suicide’ incident.  When 
such an incident is declared, a trained ‘Operational Commander’ is deployed to take command 
of the incident.  The Operational Commander will use all Garda resources available to him/her 
to assist the person whose life is in imminent danger.  

The National Negotiation Unit and the Armed Support Unit (ASU) are routinely deployed 
to resolve incidents involving persons with suicidal intentions.  All members of the National 
Negotiation Unit have undertaken a Suicide Assist Course and some members attached to Spe-
cial Tactics Operations Command (STOC) have undergone a two day mental health first aid 
course to assist with understanding and dealing with such situations.

06/10/2020WRNN01200Prison Deaths

06/10/2020WRNN01300607. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Justice the number of deaths in cus-
tody by year, by prison, by gender and by cause of death in each of the years 2010 to 2019 and 
to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28536/20]

06/10/2020WRNN01400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am advised by the Irish Prison Service 
that all deaths in custody are notified to An Garda Síochána, who investigate where circum-
stances warrant, in addition to the inquest held in the Coroner’s Court.  The cause of death is 
determined by a jury on the basis of the information presented to the Coroner’s Court.  

Moreover, all deaths in custody are also subject to an independent investigation by the In-
spector of Prisons.  The investigation by the Inspector of Prisons applies to prisoners who are 
in the custody of the Irish Prison Service, and includes those instances where the death of the 
prisoner has occurred outside the prison, or the prisoner in question was recently on temporary 
release at the time of death.

The Irish Prison Service also has an internal review mechanism which assesses the circum-
stances of a death in custody, highlights accountability and outlines any actions to be taken in 
relation to the incident.  

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that 100 deaths, classified as deaths in custody, were 
recorded for the period 2010 to 04 October 2020. 
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  Table1: Deaths in Custody 2010 to 1 October 2020 classified by Cause of Death as 
determined by Coroner:

Cause of Death Number 
Inquest Pending 35
Misadventure 18
Suicide 17
Open Verdict 6
Natural Causes 15
Narrative Verdict 6
Deceased took own life 2
Unlawful Killing 1
Total 100

Table 2: Deaths in Custody 2010 to 1 October 2020 classified by Year, Gender, Prison, 
and Cause of Death as determined by Coroner

Year    Gender   Prison   Cause of Death (as determined by Coroner)   
2020

Male Cloverhill Inquest Pending
Male Limerick Inquest Pending
Male Castlerea Inquest Pending
Male Castlerea Inquest Pending
Male Arbour Hill Inquest Pending
Male Wheatfield Inquest Pending
Male Arbour Hill Inquest Pending
Male Cork Inquest Pending

2019
Male Midlands Inquest Pending
Male Cloverhill Inquest Pending 
Male Cloverhill Inquest Pending
Male Cloverhill Inquest Pending
Female Dochas Centre Inquest Pending
Male Wheatfield Inquest Pending
Male Midlands Inquest Pending
Male Arbour Hill Inquest Pending
Male Limerick Inquest Pending
Male Cork Inquest Pending
Male Portlaoise Inquest Pending
Male Wheatfield Inquest Pending
Male Mountjoy Inquest Pending
Male Midlands Inquest Pending
Male Midlands Inquest Pending

2018 
Male Midlands Inquest Pending
Male Midlands Inquest Pending
Male Cork Misadventure
Male Mountjoy Inquest Pending
Male Midlands Inquest Pending
Male Mountjoy Inquest Pending
Male Wheatfield Inquest Pending
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Year    Gender   Prison   Cause of Death (as determined by Coroner)   
Male Cork Suicide
Male Mountjoy Inquest Pending

2017 
Male Cloverhill Suicide
Male Wheatfield Inquest Pending
Male Limerick Open Verdict
Male Cork Suicide
Male Mountjoy Misadventure
Male Midlands Natural Causes
Male Midlands Inquest Pending
Male Mountjoy Open Verdict
Male Cork Natural Causes

2016 
Male Mountjoy Suicide
Male Midlands Natural Causes
Male Wheatfield Narrative
Male Portlaoise Suicide
Male Mountjoy ‘Deceased took his own life.’

2015 
Male Cloverhill Narrative
Male Midlands Suicide
Male Mountjoy Natural Causes
Male Midlands Misadventure
Male Midlands Natural Causes
Male Castlerea Open Verdict
Male Portlaoise Inquest Pending
Female Dochas Centre Narrative
Male Arbour Hill Natural Causes
Male Cork Unlawful Killing
Male Midlands Misadventure
Male Mountjoy Misadventure
Male Midlands Natural Causes
Male Mountjoy ‘Deceased took his own life.’
Male Cloverhill Misadventure

2014
Male Limerick Misadventure
Male Wheatfield Misadventure
Male Wheatfield Natural Causes
Male Mountjoy Narrative
Male Cloverhill Open
Male Mountjoy Misadventure
Male Mountjoy Suicide
Male Mountjoy Suicide

2013
Male Wheatfield Natural Causes
Male Castlerea Inquest Pending
Male Limerick Open Verdict
Male Mountjoy Death by Suicide
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Year    Gender   Prison   Cause of Death (as determined by Coroner)   
Male Mountjoy Death by Misadventure
Male Cork Suicide
Male Wheatfield Natural Causes
Male Mountjoy Death by Suicide
Male Midlands Inquest Pending

2012
Male Mountjoy Suicide
Male Mountjoy Misadventure
Male Midlands Natural Causes
Male Limerick Open
Male Mountjoy Suicide

2011
Male Cloverhill Suicide
Male Shelton Abbey Misadventure
Male Wheatfield Narrative Verdict
Male Mountjoy Misadventure
Male Wheatfield Misadventure
Male Castlerea Misadventure

2010
Male Wheatfield Prison Natural Causes
Male Midlands Prison Suicide
Female Dochas Centre Suicide
Male Mountjoy Prison Suicide
Male Arbour Hill Prison Narrative Verdict
Male Cloverhill Prison Natural Causes
Male Midlands Prison Natural Causes
Male Midlands Prison Natural Causes
Male Mountjoy Prison Misadventure
Male Cork Prison Misadventure
Male Loughan House Misadventure

06/10/2020WRNN01500Residency Permits

06/10/2020WRNN01600608. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Justice the status of Irish residency 
permit card renewals; the current turnaround time; if there is a procedure in place for urgent 
applicants; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28583/20]

06/10/2020WRNN01700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Significant demand accumulated during 
the four months that the Registration Office was closed due to COVID-19.  To assist in address-
ing this demand, a new online system for the renewal of Registrations in the Dublin area was 
developed and launched on 20 July, enabling applicants to safely engage with the Registration 
Office without the need to attend in person at Burgh Quay.

All renewals in the Dublin area are being processed online only since 20 July 2020, at: 
https://inisonline.jahs.ie.  Renewals outside of the Dublin area are processed by the Garda Na-
tional Immigration Bureau through the Garda Station network.  Information is available at: 
https://www.garda.ie/en/about-us/our-departments/office-of-corporate-communications/news-
media/reopening-of-registration-offices.html  

Since the launch of the new online renewal system, my Department has received over 30,000 
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applications.  The volume of applications, together with the reduced capacity of the Registra-
tion Office due to social distancing requirements, has resulted in longer than anticipated pro-
cessing times.  The current expected processing time is 6 to 7 weeks from the date of receipt.  
However, my officials have already completed approximately 14,000 of these cases.  

The Registration Office has also processed over 5,000 in-person first time registrations since 
reopening the Public Office in August 2020.  First time registrations require the taking of bio-
metric information (fingerprints) so it is not possible to do these registrations online.  

My Department recognises the difficulties that delays may cause for applicants and it is pro-
viding additional resources to the Registration Office to increase its capacity to handle current 
demand.  Where an applicant urgently needs their passport for travel or other such reasons, they 
should email the Registration Office at burghquayregoffice@justice.ie and set out the circum-
stances involved.

On 18 September 2020, I announced a further temporary extension of immigration and 
international protection permissions to 20 January 2021.  This applies to permissions that are 
due to expire between 20 September 2020 and 20 January 2021.  Renewal is on the same basis 
as the existing permission and the same conditions will continue to apply.  The extension pro-
vides applicants with the necessary time to make arrangements with the Immigration Service 
in Dublin or An Garda Síochána outside Dublin to ensure that registrations are renewed in the 
normal way by that date.  I encourage people to do so at the earliest opportunity and not to wait 
until January 2021.

06/10/2020WRNN01800EU Bodies

06/10/2020WRNN01900609. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the Irish position regard-
ing the European Public Prosecutor’s Office; the formalised permanent cooperation there is 
between Ireland and the office; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28586/20]

06/10/2020WRNN02000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): As the Deputy will be aware, Ireland is 
not participating in the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) which is being established 
by means of an enhanced cooperation procedure provided for under Article 86 of Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union (TFEU).  The Member States participating in this proce-
dure adopted the EPPO Regulation 2017/1939 in October 2017.  Ireland retains the option to 
participate at a future time under the provisions of Protocol 21 to the TFEU.

Ireland is part of the related PIF Directive (Directive 2017/1371 on the fight against fraud to 
the Union’s financial interests by means of criminal law).  This Directive will be transposed into 
Irish law by the Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences)(Amendment) Bill 2020, which is 
currently before the Seanad.

The EPPO Regulation provides for the EPPO and the Commission putting in place arrange-
ments for cooperation between the EPPO and the non-participating Member States.  Discus-
sions in respect of these arrangements are continuing between Member States and on a bilateral 
basis as well as between Ireland and the EPPO.

  Question No. 610 answered with Question No. 591.

06/10/2020WRNN02200Deportation Orders

06/10/2020WRNN02300611. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice the reason her Department does not 
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collect statistics on the number of minors deported from the State; if this has always been the 
policy of her Department; her plans to change this policy; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [28689/20]

06/10/2020WRNN02400612. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice the reason her Department does not 
collect statistics on the number of Irish-born non-Irish, UK, EEA and Swiss citizens deported 
from the State; if this has always been the policy of her Department; her plans to change this 
policy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28690/20]

06/10/2020WRNN02500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I propose to take Questions Nos. 611 and 
612 together.

The Immigration Service of my Department captures the most relevant details relating to an 
applicant at the time a new immigration record is being created.  Those details are comprised 
of the applicant’s full name, their date of birth, their gender and their country of nationality.  
The person will also be associated with the relevant immigration application they are applying 
under.  An applicant’s place of birth will not generally be relevant to the consideration of their 
case.  Their country of nationality is the more relevant detail as regards their country of origin. 

As I previously said in response to Parliamentary Question 718 of 29 September 2020, 
the issue of whether or not a child was born in the State will be identifiable and can be duly 
considered when the individual immigration case is being substantively considered at decision-
making stage.  At that point, any issues around a child’s birth in the State, the degree to which 
they have integrated in the State, etc. will be given appropriate consideration before a final 
decision is made.

My Department does hold records for minors who have been issued with a Deportation 
Order where that Order has been effected and the minor has left the State.  In all such cases, the 
minor would have left the State in the care of their parent/s or a legal guardian.

06/10/2020WRNN02700Immigration Status

06/10/2020WRNN02800613. Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Justice the timeline for her Department’s 
policy paper on the regularisation of undocumented persons; if it will be open to receiving sub-
missions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28691/20]

06/10/2020WRNN02900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Programme for Government contains 
a commitment to create new pathways for long-term undocumented people and their depen-
dents meeting specified criteria to regularise their status within 18 months of the formation of 
the Government, bearing in mind European Union and Common Travel Area commitments. 

Ireland along with other Member States of the EU, has committed, under the European Pact 
on Immigration and Asylum (2008), to a case-by-case approach as opposed to mass regularisa-
tion.  However, the Government recognises that some may find themselves in an undocumented 
position through no fault of their own. 

A policy paper on the matter is being drafted by my Department at the present time. This 
will include an assessment of international best practices. Previous regularisation schemes, like 
the 2018 Student Scheme, will also be considered in any future policy. If the Deputy or any 
other party wishes to make a submission on the issue of the undocumented, I would be happy 
to receive it.

I would encourage any person who is resident in the State without permission to contact my 
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Department or their local immigration office and to take all appropriate steps to regularise their 
own and their family’s status.  In all cases, people must engage with the authorities if they wish 
to be permitted to remain here legally. The Immigration Service of my Department examines 
each case of an undocumented or illegal person in the State on a case-by-case basis and is con-
sidered on its individual merits.  

06/10/2020WRNN03000Visa Applications

06/10/2020WRNN03100614. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Justice the reason for the inordinate de-
lay regarding a review of a stamp 4 visa for a person (details supplied); and if she will commit 
to a time frame for making a decision on the review of the case. [28718/20]

06/10/2020WRNN03200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Immigration Service of my Depart-
ment is actively considering the immigration case of the person concerned.  I understand that 
there has been an ongoing exchange of correspondence between the relevant personnel of the 
Immigration Service of my Department and the person concerned in recent weeks in relation to 
the submission of additional information, documentation and clarifications required to enable 
the case to be finalised.  In that context, a further letter issued to the person concerned on 1 
October 2020, seeking clarification on documentation recently submitted.  Upon receipt of the 
requested clarifications, the case can be finalised soon thereafter.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/10/2020WRNN03300Garda Stations

06/10/2020WRNN03400615. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Justice if there are plans to provide a new 
Garda station in Citywest, County Dublin which has been the subject of a long campaign (de-
tails supplied). [28759/20]

06/10/2020WRNN03500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The programme of replacement and re-
furbishment of Garda accommodation is progressed by the Garda authorities working in close 
cooperation with the Office of Public Works (OPW), which has the responsibility for the provi-
sion and maintenance of Garda accommodation.

An Garda Síochána has been allocated an unprecedented budget of €1.88 billion for 2020, 
as well as capital funding of over €116 million this year.

The Garda Capital Investment Programme 2016-2021 which was announced by the Minis-
ter for Justice and Equality and the Minister of State at the Office of Public Works on 21 Octo-
ber 2015 does not include the development of a new Garda station in Citywest, County Dublin. 

The determination of the need for a new Garda Station in Citywest, Co. Dublin, or any other 
location, will be considered by An Garda Síochána in the context of the overall accommodation 
requirements arising from the ongoing expansion of the Garda workforce, the APSFF and the 
implementation of the new Garda operating model which will inform the overall accommoda-
tion priorities of An Garda Síochána over the years 2022-2026.
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06/10/2020WRNN03600Legal Aid Service

06/10/2020WRNN03700616. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice the position regarding the Le-
gal Aid Board office in Finglas, Dublin 11 which has temporarily relocated to Smithfield Law 
Centre; when Finglas Law Centre will re-open; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28790/20]

06/10/2020WRNN03800Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Legal Aid Board provides legal ad-
vice and aid under the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 and the Civil Legal Aid Regulations 1996-
2017.  Section 3(3) of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 provides that the Board shall, subject to the 
provisions of this Act, be independent in the exercise of its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and I am in-
formed that the Board has recently found it necessary to vacate its existing premises in Finglas, 
Dublin 11, due to various health and safety issues.  The staff of the office have been tempo-
rarily re-located to a Board office in Dublin City Centre.  I am also informed that the Finglas 
Law Centre remains intact as an office within the Legal Aid Board management structure.  The 
Board is contacting all clients of Finglas Law Centre in writing to advise that there is no change 
to the solicitor dealing with their particular case, and providing new contact details for the Law 
Centre.

I am further informed by the Legal Aid Board that it is committed to maintaining an office 
in the area of north Dublin city.  The Legal Aid Board has, for some time, sought an alternative 
premises in the vicinity of Finglas and nearby areas that is suited to the needs of its clients and 
its staff.  These efforts are continuing and I am assured by the Board that the law centre, and its 
staff, will return to north Dublin at the earliest possible opportunity when an appropriate prem-
ises has been obtained and fitted out. 

The Board is currently engaged with another public body with offices in north Dublin with a 
view to Legal Aid Board staff providing a temporary clinic from those offices at specific times, 
until the new law centre office is opened.  The Board hopes to finalise these arrangements 
shortly.

06/10/2020WRNN03900Residency Permits

06/10/2020WRNN04000617. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for residency in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28794/20]

06/10/2020WRNN04100Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): Written representations have been submit-
ted on behalf of the person concerned in response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended). These representations, together with all 
other information and documentation on file, will be fully considered under Section 3 (6) of the 
Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other applicable legislation, in advance of a final 
decision being made.

It is not possible at this point in time to provide a specific indication as to when the case 
will be finalised.  However, the person concerned can be assured that there will be no avoidable 
delay in having their case brought to finality.

The conditions under which a national passport is issued or renewed is essentially a matter 
for each person to address with their own national authorities.  The onus rests with each person 
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and their national authority to procure their own national passport.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility which has been specifically established 
for this purpose.  This service enables up to date information on such cases to be obtained with-
out the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary Questions process.  The Deputy 
may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s 
view, inadequate or too long awaited.

06/10/2020WROO00200Insurance Costs

06/10/2020WROO00300618. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice her plans to revise legislation 
on the duty of care or negligence in the context of the ongoing insurance crisis; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [28852/20]

06/10/2020WROO00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Programme for Government contains 
a commitment to consider changes to the Occupiers’ Liability Act and the Civil Liability Act 
(duty of care) to strengthen waivers and notices to increase protections for consumers, busi-
nesses, sporting clubs and community groups.  As an initial step in the process, my Department 
is examining international practice in the area of occupiers’ liability with a view to presenting 
possible options by the end of this year.

Insurance reform is a key priority for this Government as evidenced by the commitments on 
the issue contained in the Programme for Government.  A Sub Group of the Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Recovery and Investment has been established specifically to address insurance 
issues and this group held its first meeting on 30 September 2020.

06/10/2020WROO00500Personal Injury Claims

06/10/2020WROO00600619. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice her plans to implement the 
findings of the Law Reform Commission report Capping Damages in Personal Injuries; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [28853/20]

06/10/2020WROO00700Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Law Reform Commission Report on 
Capping Damages in Personal Injuries which was published last Wednesday (30 September), 
considers whether it would be constitutionally permissible to legislate for capping general dam-
ages in personal injuries cases.  It concludes that two possible legislative models – the current 
Judicial Council Act 2019 model and another based on Australian and English legislation – 
could be constitutionally permissible.  The Deputy will appreciate that this is a complex area 
of law and my Department is currently assessing the LRC Report with a view to presenting 
options for progress to the Government by the end of the year. 

Insurance reform is a key priority for this Government.  A Sub Group of the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Recovery and Investment has been established specifically to address in-
surance issues; this group held its first meeting on 30 September 2020.

06/10/2020WROO00800Social Media Regulation

06/10/2020WROO00900620. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice her plans to make social media 
companies accountable in Irish law for false, misleading and defamatory publications on social 
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media platforms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28854/20]

06/10/2020WROO01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): In relation to defamatory publications, 
my Department is currently completing a  review of the Defamation Act 2009. This review is 
included in the Programme for Government, which contains a commitment (p. 122) to ‘review 
and reform defamation laws to ensure a balanced approach to the right to freedom of expres-
sion, the right to protection of good name and reputation, and the right of access to justice’.

I expect to receive the report of the review, with options for change, in the coming weeks, 
with a view to bringing proposals for legislative change to Government for approval before the 
end of the year. The Defamation (Amendment) Bill is included in the Government’s Legislation 
Programme, which was published on 15 September. 

The Review is addressing the wide range of issues raised in submissions made to it, includ-
ing how to tackle effectively the new and specific problems raised by online defamation. 

The objective set for the defamation review from the outset was to ensure that our defama-
tion law strikes the correct balance between rights which are protected by our Constitution and 
by the European Convention on Human Rights – the individual’s right to their good name and 
privacy, and the right to freedom of expression, taking account of the vital role played by a free 
and independent press in our democracy.  

It is a priority for me and for my Department to get the reform of defamation law right, and 
to bring forward the required legislation at the earliest opportunity. 

My Department does not have a role in relation to the regulation of false and misleading 
information more generally on social media platforms.

06/10/2020WROO01100Social Media Regulation

06/10/2020WROO01200621. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice her plans to provide greater 
powers to gardaí to access information in relation to false, misleading and defamatory publica-
tions on social media platforms and prosecute if and when the need arises; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [28855/20]

06/10/2020WROO01300Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I can inform the Deputy that the new Pro-
gramme for Government, Our Shared Future, commits to reviewing and reforming defamation 
laws, to ensure a balanced approach to the right to freedom of expression, the right to protection 
of good name and reputation, and the right of access to justice.

In relation to defamatory publications, my Department is currently completing a review of 
the Defamation Act 2009.  I expect to receive the report of the review in the coming weeks, with 
a view to bringing further proposals for legislative change to Government for approval before 
the end of the year.

The Review is addressing the wide range of issues raised in submissions made to it, includ-
ing how to address the new and specific problems raised by online defamation. 

The objective set for the defamation review from the outset was to ensure that our defama-
tion law strikes the correct balance between rights which are protected by our Constitution and 
by the European Convention on Human Rights – the individual’s right to their good name and 
privacy, and the right to freedom of expression, taking account of the vital role played by a free 
and independent press in our democracy. 
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The Deputy may also be aware that with respect to the regulation of false and misleading 
information more generally on social media platforms, my colleague, the Minister for Media, 
Catherine Martin TD, will be bringing forward the Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill.  
The General Scheme of the proposed Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill was approved 
by Government on 9 January 2020 and subsequently published. Among other things, the pro-
posed Bill provides for the creation of a regulatory framework for online safety, which will be 
overseen by an Online Safety Commissioner as part of a wider Media Commission.

06/10/2020WROO01400Garda Deployment

06/10/2020WROO01500622. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Justice the breakdown of population 
numbers to each Garda for every county here; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28856/20]

06/10/2020WROO01600Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The Deputy will be aware that the Garda 
Commissioner is, by law, responsible for the management and administration of An Garda Sío-
chána, including personnel matters and decisions on the deployment of resources.  As Minister, 
I have no responsibility for these matters.  I understand however that Garda management keeps 
the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing 
priorities, to ensure their optimum use. 

The allocation and transfer of Garda Personnel is determined by a number of factors, in-
cluding crime and non-crime workload, minimum establishment, population, area, policing 
arrangements, operational strategies and transfers applications, including welfare issues.  When 
allocations are taking place, comprehensive consultation is carried out with Local Management 
during which all factors are taken into consideration.  Where a deficiency in resources is identi-
fied the matter is considered fully and addressed accordingly.

The resources provided by Government to An Garda Síochána have reached unprecedented 
levels, with an allocation for 2020 of €1.88 billion. This level of investment is enabling sus-
tained, ongoing recruitment of Garda members and staff and as a result, An Garda Síochána is a 
growing organisation. There are now over 14,600 Gardaí nationwide, supported by over 3,000 
Garda staff.  Taken together, this increase in the number of Garda members and staff is deliver-
ing a significant growth in operational policing hours nationwide.  

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the resourcing of each Garda region and division 
is fully considered within the overall context of the needs and requirements of Garda regions 
throughout the country.  Garda personnel assigned throughout the country, together with over-
all policing arrangements and operational strategies, are continually monitored and reviewed.  
Such monitoring ensures that optimum use is made of Garda Resources and the best possible 
Garda service is provided to the general public. 

The following table, furnished to me by the Garda authorities, shows the ratio of total Gardaí 
per population in all Divisions. 

 - Garda Strength 31/08/2020 Ratio - 1 member per Population CSO 2016 figures

CAVAN/ MONAGHAN 389 354 137,562

CLARE 312 381 118,817

CORK  TOTAL (City, North, 
West)

1384 392 542,868

DMR Total (North, N   Central, 
South, S Central, East, West)

4059 332 1,347,359

DONEGAL 464 343 159,192
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 - Garda Strength 31/08/2020 Ratio - 1 member per Population CSO 2016 figures

GALWAY 625 413 258,058

KERRY 351 421 147,707

KILDARE 418 532 222,504

KILKENNY/ CARLOW 344 454 156,164

LAOIS/ OFFALY 387 420 162,658

LIMERICK 599 325 194,899

LOUTH 389 331 128,884

MAYO 342 382 130,507

MEATH 336 580 195,044

ROSCOMMON/ LONGFORD 319 330 105,417

SLIGO/ LEITRIM 309 316 97,579

TIPPERARY 406 393 159,553

WATERFORD 373 311 116,176

WESTMEATH 275 323 88,770

WEXFORD 335 447 149,722

WICKLOW 315 452 142,425

Total Operational   Divisions 
Strength

12731 374 4,761,865

Headquarters, College &   Na-
tional/Specialist units

1897 2510 4,761,865

TOTAL STRENGTH 14628 326 4,761,865

06/10/2020WROO01700Garda Youth Diversion Projects

06/10/2020WROO01800623. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Justice the funding provided under the 
Garda youth diversion scheme in the past two years; the amount provided to each project during 
the period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28867/20]

06/10/2020WROO01900Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): I am very conscious of how the impact of 
anti-social behaviour affects the quality of life for local communities. Preventing children get-
ting involved in criminality and diverting children away from it when they have already become 
involved is a key priority for me as Minister for Justice and the Programme for Government 
contains a number of commitments with regard to tackling anti-social behaviour.

I am informed that currently there are 105 Garda Youth Diversion Projects. The intention is 
to further develop this service so that it is available to every child in the State who could benefit 
from it, through an ongoing expansion of existing services and the foundation of new projects 
where necessary.

I am further informed that the projects are being developed to provide family support to the 
parents of young people participating in the projects, and are undertaking early intervention 
and preventative work. The role of the projects in relation to harder-to-engage young people is 
being enhanced and extended as part of the evolving Youth Justice system.  

The Department is supporting the ongoing development of practice in Garda Youth Diver-
sion Projects through the Action Research Project led by the University of Limerick. The Ac-
tion Research Project works directly with front-line Youth Justice Workers from local projects 
to develop interventions and best practice. Based on initial outcomes from the Action Research 
Project, and evaluations of a number of pilot projects, it is intended to develop proposals to ex-
pand the existing services. This would ensure national coverage and a stronger focus on difficult 
issues such as the hard-to-reach cohort. 

These issues are addressed in the draft Youth Justice Strategy 2020-2026, which is due to 
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be published in Q4 2020. 

Details of the funding allocations sought for the Garda Youth Diversion Projects are set out 
in the following table.

Garda   Youth 
Diversion 
Project

Community 
Based Organisa-
tion

County Garda District Total Funding   
2019

Total Funding   
2020

Overall Total

ABLE Foróige Dublin Clondalkin €139,587.00 €141,110.00 €280,697.00

ACORN Midlands 
Regional Youth 
Service

Offaly Tullamore €148,723.00 €146,582.00 €295,305.00

ALF Midlands 
Regional Youth 
Service

Westmeath Athlone €119,550.00 €127,055.00 €246,605.00

APT Foróige Dublin Tallaght €104,966.00 €108,599.00 €213,565.00

ATHY Extern Ireland Kildare Kildare €117,643.00 €115,876.00 €233,519.00

BALL Waterford and 
South Tipperary 
CYS

Waterford Waterford €124,240.00 €123,439.00 €247,679.00

BÁN Foróige Galway Mill St €140,740.00 €147,065.00 €287,805.00

BANDON 
YOUTH

Foróige Cork Bandon €172,354.00 €172,612.00 €344,966.00

BAP Foróige Cork Gurranabraher €143,208.00 €144,646.00 €287,854.00

BEAT Foróige Dublin Blanchardstown €182,704.00 €152,930.00 €335,634.00

BLOCK Foróige Laois Portlaoise €227,146.00 €234,884.00 €462,030.00

BOOST Foróige Dublin Tallaght €112,707.00 €97,840.00 €210,547.00

BOYNE Louth Youth 
Service

Louth Drogheda €122,280.00 €114,110.00 €236,390.00

BRIDGE Kildare Youth 
Service

Kildare Leixlip €145,601.00 €149,638.00 €295,239.00

BRÚ BRU Ltd. Dublin Crumlin €173,236.00 €169,998.00 €343,234.00

BYB   (BALLY-
MUN)

Crosscare Dublin Ballymun €230,169.00 €244,038.00 €474,207.00

CABLE Foróige Louth Drogheda €194,192.00 €198,201.00 €392,393.00

CABRA STEP 
UP

Cabra for Youth Dublin Blanchardstown/
Fitzgibbon St

€162,770.00 €209,952.00 €372,722.00

CASTLE Crosscare Dublin Dun Laoghaire €110,766.00 €115,471.00 €226,237.00

CAVAN 365 Foróige Cavan Cavan €210,781.00 €234,304.00 €445,085.00

CLAY CLAY Ltd Dublin Crumlin €120,425.00 €127,440.00 €247,865.00

CLOYNE MO-
BILE   DIVER-
SION

Cloyne Diocesan 
Youth Service

Cork Mobile €220,643.00 €215,516.00 €436,159.00

CODY Cherry Orchard 
Equine Centre

Dublin Clondalkin €131,066.00 €160,574.00 €291,640.00

COMPASS Ossory Youth Kilkenny Kilkenny €137,230.00 €147,484.00 €284,714.00

CURRAGH   
NEWBRIDGE

Kildare Youth 
Service

Kildare Kildare €124,256.00 €117,353.00 €241,609.00

CYAP North Con-
naught Youth 
and Community   
Service

Mayo Castlebar €113,825.00 €114,450.00 €228,275.00

CYD Waterford and 
South Tipperary 
CYS

Tipperary Clonmel €125,930.00 €123,875.00 €249,805.00

DAN Foróige Dublin Kevin St €103,744.00 €103,543.00 €207,287.00

DAY Waterford and 
South Tipperary 
CYS

Waterford Dungarvan €108,196.00 €106,490.00 €214,686.00

DEN NENAGH Foróige Tipperary Nenagh €109,535.00 €104,313.00 €213,848.00

DONEGAL   
DIVISION

Foróige Donegal Milford/Letter-
kenny

€375,916.00 €399,717.00 €775,633.00
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Garda   Youth 
Diversion 
Project

Community 
Based Organisa-
tion

County Garda District Total Funding   
2019

Total Funding   
2020

Overall Total

DONNYCAR-
NEY

Donnycarney 
Youth Project

Dublin Santry €121,520.00 €122,500.00 €244,020.00

DOUGLAS 
WEST

Foróige Cork Togher €128,575.00 €130,763.00 €259,338.00

EDGE Waterford and 
South Tipperary 
CYS

Tipperary Clonmel €163,581.00 €180,555.00 €344,136.00

EFFORT Crosscare Dublin Blanchardstown €123,356.00 €132,246.00 €255,602.00

ENNIS YOUTH Clare Youth 
Service

Clare Ennis €164,988.00 €160,490.00 €325,478.00

EYE Midlands 
Regional Youth 
Service

Westmeath Mullingar €119,750.00 €123,464.00 €243,214.00

FAN Crosscare Dublin Blanchardstown €255,009.00 €256,615.00 €511,624.00

FAYRE Foróige Cork Mayfield/Gur-
ranabraher

€111,260.00 €119,978.00 €231,238.00

FEABHAS Cloyne Diocesan 
Youth Service

Cork Cobh €109,381.00 €109,616.00 €218,997.00

FUSION Midlands 
Regional Youth 
Service

Offaly Tullamore €111,732.00 €110,305.00 €222,037.00

GAP Foróige Cork Mayfield €177,641.00 €185,503.00 €363,144.00

GRAFT Crosscare Dublin Lucan €121,747.00 €122,693.00 €244,440.00

HAY Foróige Dublin Fitzgibbon St €116,531.00 €278,653.00 €395,184.00

HERON Foróige Cork Togher €103,667.00 €107,959.00 €211,626.00

HIGH VOLT-
AGE

Cox’s Demesne Louth Dundalk €127,048.00 €129,475.00 €256,523.00

HUB Carlow Regional 
Youth Service

Carlow Carlow €127,388.00 €125,424.00 €252,812.00

JAY Foróige Dublin Tallaght €180,749.00 €231,237.00 €411,986.00

JETS Crosscare Dublin Coolock €115,254.00 €119,436.00 €234,690.00

JUNCTION Youth Work 
Ireland Galway

Galway Ballinasloe €118,626.00 €121,082.00 €239,708.00

KEEP   (FOR-
MERLY KILM-
ORE WEST)

Kilmore West 
Ltd.

Dublin Coolock €210,487.00 €227,230.00 €437,717.00

KERRY KEY   
SERVICE (6 
PROJECTS)

KDYS Kerry Killarney €773,283.00 €767,000.38 €1,540,283.38

KEY (1+2) Foróige Dublin Tallaght €219,958.00 €206,416.00 €426,374.00

KILRUSH Clare Youth 
Service

Clare Kilrush €118,152.00 €109,417.00 €227,569.00

KNOCK-
NAHEENY   
HOLYHILL

Foróige LDTF Cork Gurranabraher €107,011.00 €110,985.00 €217,996.00

KRIB Foróige Dublin Kevin St €116,337.00 €117,353.00 €233,690.00

LAB Crosscare Dublin Dun Laoghaire €171,461.00 €175,678.00 €347,139.00

LAR Foróige Meath Ashbourne €116,556.00 €123,609.00 €240,165.00

LEAP Foróige Longford Longford €146,310.00 €246,041.00 €392,351.00

LIBERTIES   
CLUB

SICCDA Dublin Kevin St €114,627.00 €116,974.00 €231,601.00

LIMERICK   
YOUTH SER-
VICE

Limerick Youth 
Service

Limerick Henry St €463,219.00 €524,061.00 €987,280.00

MALLOW Cloyne Diocesan 
Youth Service

Cork Mallow €112,168.00 €108,377.00 €220,545.00

MAY Foróige Cork Anglesea St €103,729.00 €106,857.00 €210,586.00

MEAS Foróige Galway Mill St €133,709.00 €141,352.00 €275,061.00

MNYP Foróige Monaghan Monaghan €134,809.00 €134,631.00 €269,440.00
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Garda   Youth 
Diversion 
Project

Community 
Based Organisa-
tion

County Garda District Total Funding   
2019

Total Funding   
2020

Overall Total

MOST Bradóg Youth 
Service

Dublin Fitzgibbon St €188,742.00 €293,867.00 €482,609.00

MOYROSS/
CCYDG

Moyross Youth 
Development 
Company

Limerick Henry St €200,000.00 €207,730.00 €407,730.00

NAAS Extern Ireland Kildare Naas €122,308.00 €121,315.00 €243,623.00

NEW   DIREC-
TIONS

Crosscare Wicklow Bray €113,105.00 €116,606.00 €229,711.00

NICKOL Belvedere Youth 
Club

Dublin Store Street €47,092.58 €47,092.58

NORTH BAY Extern Ireland Dublin Balbrigan €114,713.00 €116,801.00 €231,514.00

NORTH FIN-
GAL

Foróige Dublin Balbrigan €162,368.00 €167,690.00 €330,058.00

NYDP Foróige Meath Navan €167,564.00 €170,300.00 €337,864.00

ORB Foróige Dublin Blanchardstown €108,813.00 €102,634.00 €211,447.00

PACT Waterford and 
South Tipperary 
CYS

Waterford Waterford €116,730.00 €113,056.00 €229,786.00

PORT Foróige Laois Portlaoise €111,519.00 €113,788.00 €225,307.00

RAD Foróige Roscommon Roscommon €124,331.00 €121,729.00 €246,060.00

RATHKEALE Foróige Limerick Newcastlewest €149,416.00 €165,047.00 €314,463.00

RAY NTLP Tipperary Templemore €148,230.00 €166,193.00 €314,423.00

SAFE FAB CDP Wexford Wexford €121,736.00 €123,900.00 €245,636.00

SAY Crosscare Dublin Blackrock €123,546.00 €126,454.00 €250,000.00

SLANEY Ferns Diocesan 
Youth Service

Wexford Enniscorty €124,740.00 €125,098.00 €249,838.00

SMART Crann Support 
Group

Meath Trim €190,528.00 €199,883.00 €390,411.00

SOUTHSIDE   
YOUTH INI-
TIATIVE

Extern Ireland Limerick Henry St €207,789.00 €211,480.00 €419,269.00

SUB Foróige Offaly Birr €131,101.00 €136,572.00 €267,673.00

SWAN Swan Youth 
service

Dublin Store Street €136,053.00 €137,632.00 €273,685.00

SWAY Waterford and 
South Tipperary 
CYS

Waterford Waterford €109,090.00 €112,418.00 €221,508.00

SWIFT Crosscare Dublin Clondalkin €115,534.00 €120,985.00 €236,519.00

TACT Foróige Cork Togher €115,955.00 €119,221.00 €235,176.00

TAR Tipperary 
Regional Youth 
Service

Tipperary Tipperary €106,678.00 €108,235.00 €214,913.00

TEAM Muirhevnamor 
CYS

Louth Dundalk €154,263.00 €160,988.00 €315,251.00

TREO NUA Youth Work 
Ireland Galway

Galway Tuam €110,552.00 €112,396.00 €222,948.00

TREÓIN Youth New Ross Wexford New Ross €103,801.00 €119,794.00 €223,595.00

TYRE Waterford and 
South Tipperary 
CYS

Waterford Tramore €121,027.00 €114,516.00 €235,543.00

UCAN Crosscare Dublin Lucan €143,832.00 €157,421.00 €301,253.00

VALLEY Crosscare Dublin Lucan €104,366.00 €111,245.00 €215,611.00

WAY Foróige Wicklow Wicklow €133,324.00 €140,483.00 €273,807.00

WEB Foróige Dublin Blanchardstown €168,574.00 €170,945.00 €339,519.00

WEST   LIM-
ERICK 

Foróige Limerick Newcastlewest €108,776.00 €114,908.00 €223,684.00

WOODALE 
GYDP

Sphere 17 RYS Dublin Coolock €140,459.00 €170,941.00 €311,400.00
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Garda   Youth 
Diversion 
Project

Community 
Based Organisa-
tion

County Garda District Total Funding   
2019

Total Funding   
2020

Overall Total

YAB North Con-
naught Youth 
and Community   
Service

Mayo Ballinasloe €120,016.00 €120,641.00 €240,657.00

YAPS North Con-
naught Youth 
and Community   
Service

Sligo Sligo €162,050.00 €168,117.00 €330,167.00

YEW Foróige Dublin Tallaght €129,861.00 €133,002.00 €262,863.00

YOUGHAL Foróige Cork Midleton €122,321.00 €127,235.00 €249,556.00

TOTALS €15,574,651.58 €16,374,346.38 €31,948,997.96

06/10/2020WROO02000Student Visas

06/10/2020WROO02100624. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Justice if the decision taken on 25 Sep-
tember 2020 to limit all students on a stamp 2 will be reconsidered in view of the fact that it 
restricts students, including graduating students who have submitted dissertations but are await-
ing results, to only 20 hours per week of work; if there is a method to permit graduating students 
permission to work full-time whilst awaiting to avail of the third-level graduate scheme, other-
wise known as the 1G visa; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28898/20]

06/10/2020WROO02200Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): In March 2020, as part of the Govern-
ment’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, students who hold Stamp 2 permissions and who 
attended colleges that had physically closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, were allowed in 
those exceptional circumstances to work up to 40 hours a week. This was conditional on the stu-
dent completing their course online if this service was provided by their college and represented 
a short term and temporary measure, which has now ended. 

From 1 October 2020, the standard criteria applies again. Students holding a valid immigra-
tion Stamp 2 permission are permitted work up to 40 hours per week only during the holiday 
months of June, July, August and September and from 15 December to 15 January inclusive. At 
all other times, students holding Stamp 2 permission are permitted to work up to 20 hours per 
week. There are no current plans to revise this policy.   

The extension of permissions I announced on 18 September 2020 applies to this group. It 
will ensure they will be able to remain lawfully in the State and be able to work up to 20 hours 
per week while awaiting their results.   As soon as colleges issue examination results (which is 
understood to be later this month in most cases) this will enable graduate students to make an 
application for a 1G Stamp.

06/10/2020WROO02300Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WROO02400625. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of staff in her 
Department on sick leave between March and September by month in 2019 and to date 2020; 
the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; the num-
ber of sick days accounted for by her Department over the period; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28939/20]

06/10/2020WROO02500Minister for Justice (Deputy Helen McEntee): The following table sets out the number of 
staff on sick leave, the number of sick leave instances and number of sick leave days by month 
from March to September 2019 and January to September 2020. 
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In respect of the pay arrangements in place, in general the Sick Pay scheme provides the 
following:

- Full pay for the first 92 days of certified sick leave based on full pay in a 1 year period

- Followed by half pay for the addition certified sick leave for next 91 days subject to a 
maximum of 183 days in a rolling 4 year period.

Further details can be found in Circular 05/2018, Arrangements for Paid Sick Leave.

Month Year No. of Staff on Sick 
Leave

No. of Sick Leave 
Instances

No. of Sick Leave Days

March 2019 192 206 1,265.46 

April 2019 189 197 1,278.82 

May 2019 194 216 1,392.38 

June 2019 163 180 1,289.22 

July 2019 183 195 1,464.30 

August 2019 200 217 1,651.53 

September 2019 210 235 1,507.83 

January 2020 311 346 2,083.07 

February 2020 264 293 2,007.68 

March 2020 167 180 1,878.13 

April 2020 53 54 1,056.56 

May 2020 40 40 791.37 

June 2020 53 56 808.75 

July 2020 71 71 1,032.83 

August 2020 81 83 1,153.91 

September 2020 95 103 1,045.76 

06/10/2020WROO02600Health Services Staff

06/10/2020WROO02700626. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the number of disease 
control workplace inspectors in the employ of the HSPC; the estimated full year cost of their 
employment; and the percentage of businesses inspected by them in 2019 and to date in 2020. 
[28187/20]

06/10/2020WROO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WROO02900Occupational Therapy

06/10/2020WROO03000627. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if it is necessary to 
redeploy occupational therapists to Covid-19 testing centres in view of the fact that there is 
already a waiting list of up to two years after referral for a child to be seen resulting in the child 
missing out at a crucial time of intervention. [28560/20]

06/10/2020WROO03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WROO03200Protected Disclosures

06/10/2020WROO03300628. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the way in which whistleblower 
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accounts will be managed now that a service (details supplied) is to close; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28903/20]

06/10/2020WROO03400778. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the cost of the review of a service 
(details supplied) undertaken in 2019 by the HSE which last week was reported to stakehold-
ers will not be completed beyond a draft report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28900/20]

06/10/2020WROO03500779. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the stage at which during the re-
view of a centre (details supplied) the decision was made that the investigators had gone beyond 
the terms of reference; the reason this was not realised at the regular briefing meetings in view 
of the fact it was not a legal review; and the legal constraints that prevented the examiners going 
beyond the terms of reference if they deemed it necessary. [28901/20]

06/10/2020WROO03600780. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if the Tusla inspection report on a 
service (details supplied) published online on 14 July 2020 was a factor in the decision-making 
to close a centre; and the measures taken by the HSE when it was made aware of the findings 
of the Tusla inspection. [28902/20]

06/10/2020WROO03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 628 and 778 to 780, inclusive, together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WROO03800Hospital Waiting Lists

06/10/2020WROO03900629. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28080/20]

06/10/2020WROO04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

The resumption of services from June onwards has allowed for increased activity, with the 
HSE utilising innovative methods including telemedicine to facilitate patient appointments. Pa-
tient safety remains at the forefront of service resumption. To ensure services are re-introduced 
in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines 
and protocols which has resulted in reduced capacity and activity 

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
tient settings.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund has also recommenced arranging treatment in both 
private and public hospitals for clinically suitable patients who have been waiting for long pe-
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riods on public hospital waiting lists.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WROO04100Commissions of Investigation

06/10/2020WROO04200630. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1171 of 8 September 2020, the status of the investigation; the date of publication 
of the report; if he will report on his meeting with the Farrelly Commission on 21 September 
2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28081/20]

06/10/2020WROO04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Two meetings have been held with the 
Commission of Investigation (certain matters relative to a disability service in the South East 
and related matters) on 21st September and 2nd October 2020 to discuss the Farrelly Com-
mission’s application for a further extension and the delivery of the Commission’s final report. 
The Minister of State with Special Responsibility for Disability, Anne Rabbitte, T.D. and I are 
considering this matter.

I granted the Farrelly Commission an interim extension in July 2020 to allow it to continue 
its work while the application is being considered.

06/10/2020WROO04400Income Inequality

06/10/2020WROO04500631. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health if the inequality in income vis-
à-vis a trainee, a child and educational psychologist and a clinical psychologist undertaking a 
doctorate who receive a starting salary of approximately €33,000 will be addressed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28091/20]

06/10/2020WROO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy on this operational matter.

06/10/2020WROO04700Health Products Regulatory Authority

06/10/2020WROO04800632. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay 
in providing Spinraza to persons with spinal muscular atrophy type 3 such as a person (details 
supplied). [28102/20]

06/10/2020WROO04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter relating to an 



Questions - Written Answers

332

individual case, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRPP00200Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRPP00300633. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when permission will be 
given to senior citizens day centres to open, even in a limited way to help tackle the isolation 
which elderly residents in the complex feel, especially those with limited mobility and or poor 
visibility, whose only human contact other than medical appointments is often the hour or two 
which they spend at the day centres when open. [28109/20]

06/10/2020WRPP00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): We all know that 
community services such as day care and respite services play an important role in enabling 
older people to continue living in their communities and maintain their social connections. 
These services contribute to positive ageing and better overall health.  However, the introduc-
tion of physical distancing, isolation and restricted contact with family and loved ones has 
changed the usual dynamic of social interaction. 

The HSE continues to work closely with providers and community staff to identify where 
service is most required and has been undertaking risk assessments of local services.  This is to 
ensure, insofar as possible, that Day Care services and respite services can resume in the con-
text of COVID-19 and having regard for Public Health advice. 

Services will resume when it is safe to do so; when all infection prevention and control mea-
sures and the requirements of physical distancing can be maintained, so as to protect service us-
ers and staff and prevent any further spread of the virus. Some Day Centres may not be suitable 
for reopening due to the constraints of their physical environment and it will be necessary to 
continue or expand alternative service delivery models developed during recent months.  Some 
of the issues identified the HSE include;

-  Day Care Centres operated in shared public facilities where other groups are also access-
ing the building and the risk of infection spread.

-  A number of HSE Day Care Centres are attached to HSE Residential Care Units and the 
clients of both the Day Care Centres and the residents from the Residential Care Unit are in the 
same location and use shared facilities.

-  Transport of clients to the Day Care Centres where family cannot assist. 

-  Availability of isolation areas, should a client or a member of staff become unwell.

I understand the impact that the continued delay in the re-opening of day centres and the 
restoration of respite services is having on older people and the important role this service can 
play in their lives. I have asked the HSE to ensure that it continues to assess the risks and ben-
efits of re-opening, as well as continuing to expand and explore alternative ways of delivering 
services to this vulnerable group. I am also continuing to meet with groups that work with and 
on behalf of older people to see how they can best be supported during this challenging time.

06/10/2020WRPP00500Cannabis for Medicinal Use

06/10/2020WRPP00600634. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his views on the import and 
distribution of medicinal cannabis through community pharmacies following a referral from 
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a general practitioner or consultant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28119/20]

06/10/2020WRPP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In June 2019, the Minister for Health 
signed legislation to underpin the operation of the Medical Cannabis Access Programme 
(MCAP). This is a 5-year pilot programme, restricted to prescribing of cannabis-based prod-
ucts by medical consultants, for patients with certain medical conditions who have exhausted 
all other available medical treatment options. Those conditions are:

-  Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis

-  Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy

-  Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.

Commercial suppliers whose cannabis products have been reviewed and are considered to 
have met the specified requirements set out in the legislation and are in line with the clinical 
guidance for the MCAP, will have their products added to Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs 
(Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019. Once the 
products are listed in Schedule 1 of these Regulations the suppliers will be permitted to sup-
ply these products to the Irish market, in line with legal and regulatory requirements. Cannabis 
products will only be listed in Schedule 1 of the Regulations once they have been assessed as 
suitable for medical use under the MCAP.

To date three products have been added to Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs (Prescription 
and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019. The three products are:

1. Aurora High CBD Oil Drops

2. CannEpil ™

3. Tilray Oral Solution THC10:CBD10 25ml.

The HSE has engaged in discussions with the suppliers of these products, regarding pricing 
and supply information. The HSE will consider such information, in line with the Health (Pric-
ing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The programme will not become fully operational 
until pricing and supply matters are agreed.  

Once the Medical Cannabis Access Programme commences the HSE will establish and 
maintain a Register to facilitate the enrolment and recording of certain data including patient 
identifiers (in anonymised format), prescribers enrolled in the Programme, as well as prescribed 
/ supplied medical cannabis products. The Department can advise that while the MCAP register 
is not currently operational, engagement is ongoing with the HSE in regard to progressing same.

Prescribers (medical consultants on the specialist register) will be able to prescribe cannabis 
for medical use to patients as set out in the legislation. It is important to understand that it will 
only be possible for specialist consultants to prescribe a specified controlled drug (medical can-
nabis products) under the Access Programme, once suppliers make these products available on 
the Irish market. Prescribers should also refer to the clinical guidelines prepared by the Expert 
Reference Group, available on the Department of Health Website.

Pharmacists will be able to dispense Cannabis for Medical Use to patients as set out in the 
legislation, on foot of a valid prescription, once suppliers make the specified controlled drugs 
available on the Irish market. Pharmacists should also refer to the Clinical Guidelines prepared 
by the Expert Reference Group, available on the Department of Health website.

The offences and penalties for unauthorised supply and possession of controlled substances 
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remain unchanged.

It is important to note that where a cannabis product is a specified controlled drug legally 
permitted for medical use, in connection with the MCAP, this does not signify any endorsement 
whatsoever of the safety, quality or efficacy of the specified controlled drug for the indication 
prescribed and the Minister for Health will have no liability in respect of the use of such prod-
ucts by a person issued with a prescription by their clinician under this Regulation. The use of 
a cannabis product for the purposes of the MCAP is a matter for the patient and their medical 
advisor.

06/10/2020WRPP00800Cannabis for Medicinal Use

06/10/2020WRPP00900635. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the process for access to me-
dicinal cannabis through the EMA compassionate use access programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28120/20]

06/10/2020WRPP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There is no access to medicinal canna-
bis through an EMA compassionate use access programme.

However, in June 2019, the Minister for Health signed legislation to underpin the opera-
tion of the Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP). This is a 5-year pilot programme, 
restricted to prescribing of cannabis-based products by medical consultants, for patients with 
certain medical conditions who have exhausted all other available medical treatment options. 
Those conditions are:

Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis

Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy

Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.

For more information relating to the MCAP, including FAQs, please see the Department of 
Health’s website at the following link.

www.gov.ie/en/publication/90ece9-medical-cannabis-access-programme/.

Commercial suppliers whose cannabis products have been reviewed and are considered to 
have met the specified requirements set out in the legislation and are in line with the clinical 
guidance for the MCAP, will have their products added to Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs 
(Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019. Once the 
products are listed in Schedule 1 of these Regulations the suppliers will be permitted to sup-
ply these products to the Irish market, in line with legal and regulatory requirements. Cannabis 
products will only be listed in Schedule 1 of the Regulations once they have been assessed as 
suitable for medical use under the MCAP.

To date three products have been added to Schedule 1 of the Misuse of Drugs (Prescription 
and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019. The three products are:

1. Aurora High CBD Oil Drops

2. CannEpil ™

3. Tilray Oral Solution THC10:CBD10 25ml.

The HSE has engaged in discussions with the suppliers of these products, regarding pricing 
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and supply information. The HSE will consider such information, in line with the Health (Pric-
ing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The programme will not become fully operational 
until pricing and supply matters are agreed.  

Once the Medical Cannabis Access Programme commences the HSE will establish and 
maintain a Register to facilitate the enrolment and recording of certain data including patient 
identifiers (in anonymised format), prescribers enrolled in the Programme, as well as prescribed 
/ supplied medical cannabis products. The Department can advise that while the MCAP register 
is not currently operational, engagement is ongoing with the HSE in regard to progressing same.

Ministerial Licence under Section 14 of the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977-2016

Pending full operation of the MCAP and for medical indications not included in the MCAP, 
doctors may continue to utilise the Ministerial licencing route to prescribe medical cannabis for 
their patients, should they wish to do so. In line with the Chief Medical Officer’s advice, the 
granting of a licence for cannabis for medical purposes must be premised on an appropriate ap-
plication being submitted to the Department of Health, which is endorsed by a consultant who 
is responsible for the management of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects of 
the treatment over time. This information can be found at the following links:

www.gov.ie/en/publication/1a5c4e-applying-to-the-minister-for-health-for-a-medical-can-
nabis-licence/.

www.gov.ie/en/publication/e35cb4-ministerial-licence-application-process/.

It is important to note that the medical decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, 
including cannabis treatment, for an individual patient is strictly a decision for the treating 
clinician, in consultation with their patient. The Minister for Health has no role in this clinical 
decision-making process.

I hope that this information is of assistance.

06/10/2020WRPP01100Suicide Prevention

06/10/2020WRPP01200636. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a suicide crisis assessment 
nurse will be provided in counties Cavan and Monaghan. [28122/20]

06/10/2020WRPP01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

06/10/2020WRPP01400Health Services

06/10/2020WRPP01500637. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the guidelines for an event (details 
supplied); if he will provide a contact person for the event organisers to liaise with either in the 
HSE or his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28126/20]

06/10/2020WRPP01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, Resilience and 
Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with Covid-19 was published by the Government on 15 
September, 2020. This Framework sets out Ireland’s approach to managing and living with 
COVID-19 in a range of areas over the next 6 - 9 months.
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The plan sets out five levels of response, each with a number of measures designed to help 
us all lower COVID-19 transmission, and setting out what is permitted at that moment in time. 
It aims to allow society and businesses to be able to operate as normally as possible, while 
continuing to suppress the virus. The plan is framed to account for periods which there is a low 
incidence of the disease, with isolated clusters and low community transmission, through to 
situations where there is a high or rapidly increasing incidence, widespread community trans-
mission and the pandemic is escalating rapidly in Ireland and globally. It recognises the need for 
society and business to be allowed to continue as normally as possible and is designed so that 
either national or county level restrictions can be applied.

Each level outlines what is permitted for social or family gatherings, work and public trans-
port, bars, hotels and restaurants, exercise activities and religious services. The Framework was 
informed by expert advice and recommendations from the National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET).

Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with Covid-19 specifically deals with 
the events and exhibition sector and the government will continue to work with the sector to 
progress the development of agreed protocols to enable the hosting of trade events in the near 
future.  The Deputy may wish to note that my colleague Minister of State Robert Troy TD in the 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation has met with sector representatives. 

The Deputy may also wish to note that the number of people allowed to gather in different 
scenarios in the plan is based on a review of international practice and the judgment of public 
health experts. It seeks to balance the risks of different types of gatherings against the desire to 
allow normal activities to proceed in so far as possible. It is not possible to say what circum-
stances will apply in the future due to the nature of the virus that has caused this global pan-
demic and the concerns that remain about the very serious threats to health that can be caused 
by Covid-19. The measures in place and the public health advice have been adapted to the 
changing circumstances and this will continue to be the case for the foreseeable future.

06/10/2020WRPP01700Hospital Appointments Status

06/10/2020WRPP01800638. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28142/20]

06/10/2020WRPP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

The resumption of services from June onwards has allowed for increased activity, with the 
HSE utilising innovative methods including telemedicine to facilitate patient appointments. Pa-
tient safety remains at the forefront of service resumption. To ensure services are re-introduced 
in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines 
and protocols which has resulted in reduced capacity and activity 

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
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tient settings.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund has also recommenced arranging treatment in both 
private and public hospitals for clinically suitable patients who have been waiting for long pe-
riods on public hospital waiting lists.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRPP02000Guardians Ad Litem

06/10/2020WRPP02100639. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been issued with a summons in respect of an alleged breach of guardian ad litem 
regulations given that they were unable to persuade their child otherwise; if instead urgent ac-
tion will be taken in respect of their child; if immediate arrangements will be made to provide 
a course of adequate treatment for the child; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28148/20]

06/10/2020WRPP02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): My Department 
has made enquiries with the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in relation to the first 
part of this question, as Guardian Ad Litems come under their remit, however, they have stated 
that there are no Guardian Ad Litem regulations currently in place, therefore, any breach/sum-
mons would not be under Guardian Ad Litem regulations.

Furthermore, the Department of Justice has stated that no Minister can give the reasons 
behind a Judge’s decision to issue a summons and neither should they comment on such a deci-
sion. 

With regard to the health-related aspects of this question, as this is a service matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible on this 
matter, along with the Deputy’s previous question of 30th September in relation to the same 
individual, which was already submitted to the HSE for direct reply to the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRPP02300Dental Services 

06/10/2020WRPP02400640. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
dental and orthodontic services waiting lists; the number waiting 0 to 6, 6 to 12 months, 1 to 2, 
2 to 3 and 3 plus years, by LHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28157/20]

06/10/2020WRPP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
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the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRPP02600Dental Services 

06/10/2020WRPP02700641. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
special needs on dental and orthodontic services waiting lists; the number waiting 0 to 6, 6 to 
12 months, 1 to 2, 2 to 3 and 3 plus years, by LHO in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28158/20]

06/10/2020WRPP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRPP02900Dental Services 

06/10/2020WRPP03000642. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic on dental and orthodontic services waiting lists; the number of persons waiting 0 to 
6, 6 to 12 months, 1 to 2, 2 to 3 and 3 plus years at the end of quarter 2 and 3 2020 compared 
to quarter 2 and 3 2018 and 2019, by LHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28159/20]

06/10/2020WRPP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRPP03200Dental Services 

06/10/2020WRPP03300643. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of appointments 
attended in HSE primary care dental services nationally for the period from 4 March 2019 to 
31 May 2019 and from 2 March 2020 to 29 May 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28170/20]

06/10/2020WRPP03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRPP03500Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRPP03600644. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of patients that had 
their appointments cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic from 2 March 2020 to 1 September 
1 2020, by HSE CHO region in tabular form; the number of these cancellations that refer to pa-
tients from mainstream national schools, special classes in mainstream schools, special schools, 
adults in special care, other special care children and orthodontic patients; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28171/20]

06/10/2020WRPP03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRPP03800Dental Services 
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06/10/2020WRPP03900645. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated number of stu-
dents in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th class by CHO region that prior to service disruption 
due to Covid-19, that is the beginning March 2020, were targeted for dental services for the 
academic year September 2019 to June 2020, by class; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28172/20]

06/10/2020WRPP04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRPP04100Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRPP04200646. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average WTE number of 
dental staff redeployed as part of the Covid-19 efforts, by HSE CHO region, on a weekly basis 
from 1 March to 1 September 2020, comprising dentists, dental nurses and dental hygienists; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28173/20]

06/10/2020WRPP04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRPP04400Dental Services 

06/10/2020WRPP04500647. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of adults by HSE 
CHO region that are waiting for dental treatment under general anaesthetic; the maximum wait-
ing period per region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28174/20]

06/10/2020WRPP04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

Dental Services 

06/10/2020WRQQ00300648. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of children by 
HSE community healthcare organisation, CHO, region who await dental treatment under gen-
eral anaesthetic; the maximum waiting period per region; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [28175/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRQQ00600649. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of staff redeployed 
and deployed through the Be on Call for Ireland campaign and other campaigns as part of the 
swab, test and trace system to identify Covid-19 cases by origin that is, HSE pre-existing, HSE 
new for Covid-19, Be on Call and so on, by occupation, by CHO, and by weekly average for 
the period 1 March to 30 September 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter.  [28183/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 



Questions - Written Answers

340

Medical Cards

06/10/2020WRQQ00900650. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to raise the 
threshold from €900 to €1,000 for over 70s couples who apply for a medical card; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter.  [28191/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (General Practitioner Ser-
vice and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Bill 2020, enacted on 2 August 2020, provided for 
an increase to the gross medical card income limits for those aged 70 and over to €550 per week 
for a single person and to €1,050 per week for a couple.  The Government has now approved 
the necessary funding required to implement this measure and the new increased income limits 
will take effect from 1 November 2020. 

Officials in my Department are therefore now making the necessary arrangements to com-
mence the relevant section of the Act and are engaging with the HSE’s National Medical Card 
unit to ensure all operational arrangements are in place for implementation of this measure.

Departmental Bodies

06/10/2020WRQQ01200651. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of disease control work-
place inspectors in the employ of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre, HPSC; the esti-
mated full-year cost of their employment; and the number of businesses inspected by them in 
2019 and to date in 2020.  [28193/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

Care of the Elderly

06/10/2020WRQQ01500652. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health when community social day-
care facilities for older persons are expected to reopen; when respite care facilities will open 
their doors for older persons and their families (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [28197/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): We all know that community services 
such as day care and respite services play an important role in enabling older people to continue 
living in their communities and maintain their social connections. These services contribute 
to positive ageing and better overall health.  However, the introduction of physical distancing, 
isolation and restricted contact with family and loved ones has changed the usual dynamic of 
social interaction. 

The HSE continues to work closely with providers and community staff to identify where 
service is most required and has been undertaking risk assessments of local services.  This is to 
ensure, insofar as possible, that Day Care services and respite services can resume in the con-
text of COVID-19 and having regard for Public Health advice. 

Services will resume when it is safe to do so; when all infection prevention and control 
measures and the requirements of physical distancing can be maintained, so as to protect ser-
vice users and staff and prevent any further spread of the virus. Some Day Centres may not be 
suitable for reopening due to the constraints of their physical environment and it will be neces-
sary to continue or expand alternative service delivery models developed during recent months. 
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However, I am aware of examples where respite can be provided in exceptional circumstances, 
according to clinical need.

I understand the impact that the continued delay in the re-opening of day centres and the 
restoration of respite services is having on older people and the important role this service can 
play in their lives. I have asked the HSE to ensure that it continues to assess the risks and ben-
efits of re-opening, as well as continuing to expand and explore alternative ways of delivering 
services to this vulnerable group. I am also continuing to meet with groups that work with and 
on behalf of older people to see how they can best be supported during this challenging time.

Health Services

653. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health when full services will be re-
stored to a person (details supplied) in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28218/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities which will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

Proposed Legislation

654. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a statutory 
homecare scheme that will provide for appropriate respite each year and a carer needs assess-
ment for full-time carers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28246/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Enabling people with care-needs to con-
tinue to live independently at home for as long as possible is a long-standing objective of the 
Government. To advance this, the Government is committed to establishing a new statutory 
scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support services, which the Department of 
Health is currently developing.

It is intended that the new scheme will provide equitable and transparent access to high-
quality services based on a person’s assessed care-needs, and that it will operate consistently 
across the country.  It will build on the HSE’s continual enhancement of existing service-provi-
sion and on emerging good practice across the current system of health and social care delivery 
as well as supporting family and unpaid carers.

The national roll-out of interRAI as the single assessment tool will be integral to the new 
scheme, underpinning the provision of one streamlined process for responding to the evolving 
care-needs of the individual, from entry-level home-support through to intensive care in a resi-
dential setting.  The system of regulation will ensure public confidence in the services provided 
as well as safeguarding service-users.

Medical Cards
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06/10/2020WRQQ02400655. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if the carer general practitioner 
visit card will be extended to carers in receipt of the carer’s support grant; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter.  [28247/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since 1 September 2018 all those in 
receipt of either a full or half-rate Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Benefit are automatically eli-
gible for a GP visit card. It is noted that many persons in receipt of the Carer’s Support Grant 
will qualify for a GP visit card as the Carer’s Support Grant is paid automatically to persons in 
receipt of Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Benefit.

Home Help Service

06/10/2020WRQQ02700656. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who were 
allocated home help support in County Monaghan for each year since 2015 and to date in 2020, 
in tabular form; the number of home help hours allocated in County Monaghan for the same 
periods; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28248/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is an operational matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

Covid-19 Tests

657. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if Covid-19 testing centres in west 
County Cork will be reinstated. [28255/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

Audiology Services

06/10/2020WRQQ03300658. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to 
ensure that audiology services are minimally impacted by Covid-19 with particular reference to 
ensuring regular testing, as required; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [28266/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

HSE Properties

06/10/2020WRQQ03600659. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is willing to lease its 
property in Tipperary Town, County Tipperary to a person who would be interested in develop-
ing and operating a facility that would comprise a nursing home with a specialised dementia 
unit, a mental health facility with psychiatric beds and a centre to treat drug addiction; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter.  [28271/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the Deputy directly on this matter.
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Health Services

660. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health when a service 
(details supplied) in County Carlow will reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28273/20]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon as possible.

Departmental Funding

06/10/2020WRQQ04200661. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if funding will be made 
available to the disability sector, particularly a service (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [28279/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to pro-
viding services and supports for people with disabilities that will empower them to live inde-
pendent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the services they choose, and enhance 
their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs and plan their lives. 

Specialist disability services are provided by a range of organisations.  Many organisations 
providing services for people with a disability are funded by the HSE on a contract for services 
basis, underpinned by sections 38 and 39 of the Health Act 2004.  Service Level Agreements are 
set out between the HSE and the individual organisations.  In some cases, services are delivered 
directly by the HSE. 

As the Deputy’s question deals with services funded by the HSE, I have arranged for the 
question to be referred to the Health Service Executive (HSE) for direct reply to the Deputy.

Hospital Consultant Contracts

662. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has plans to 
recruit a paediatric gastroenterologist in the Cork area as currently no such service is provided; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28294/20]

06/10/2020WRQQ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRRR00200Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRRR00300663. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health his plans to upgrade the Co-
vid-19 testing system here by using a new test (details supplied) that only takes 15 minutes to 
provide results; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28307/20]

06/10/2020WRRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE is not currently using rapid 
antigen tests.  However, it is continuously examining the issues involved in their potential use, 
including sensitivity, as many of the antigen tests developed to date have low sensitivity. 

The HSE advises that antigen testing may well have a potential role in testing of both 
symptomatic and asymptomatic people in the future. Studies of these tests, similar to the one 
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mentioned, are now starting in order to ensure that if and where deployed they would be of ap-
propriate quality and sensitivity. However, this will not replace the requirement for large scale 
PCR testing which remains the “gold standard” for community testing for Covid-19.

It is also worth noting the current rapid Health Technology Assessment (HTA) which the 
Health Information Quality (HIQA) is currently doing for NPHET on alternative diagnostic ap-
proaches. It will consider antigen tests.

06/10/2020WRRR00500Health Products Regulatory Authority

06/10/2020WRRR00600664. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health his views on a study conducted on 
levels of vitamin D (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28308/20]

06/10/2020WRRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department continues to welcome 
and consider international research and evidence surrounding COVID-19 and immune protec-
tion. It is important to note that this research is similar in focus to recent national research from 
The Irish Longitudinal Study on Ageing (TILDA) regarding Vitamin D deficiency and implica-
tions for immune protection for Covid-19. Rates of deficiency within the older population at 
different ages and during wintertime were considered. TILDA is funded by my Department and 
this research was published in April 2020.

06/10/2020WRRR00800Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRRR00900665. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if ballet schools come within 
the definition of schools, early learning and childcare services as defined in the Plan for Living 
with Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28319/20]

06/10/2020WRRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, the Resilience 
and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19 was published by the Government 
on 15 September, 2020. This Plan provides a framework setting out Ireland’s approach to man-
aging and living with COVID-19 in a range of areas over the next 6 - 9 months.

The framework sets out five levels of response, each with a number of measures designed 
to help us all lower COVID-19 transmission and setting out what is permitted at that moment 
in time. It is framed to account for periods during which there is a low incidence of the disease, 
with isolated clusters and low community transmission, through to situations where there is a 
high or rapidly increasing incidence, widespread community transmission and the pandemic is 
escalating rapidly in Ireland and globally. It recognises the need for society and business to be 
allowed to continue as normally as possible and is designed so that either national or county 
level restrictions can be applied. 

The Plan reflects a careful consideration of the impact of the introduction of restrictions on 
employment and livelihoods, keeping as many businesses open as possible at different stag-
es, while acknowledging that some businesses and services are critical. It acknowledges that 
sports, arts and other social activities are central to our well-being and that sports and arts are 
also the world of work for our many in our communities.  

As I am sure the Deputy can appreciate, COVID-19 spreads when individuals and groups 
come into close contact with one another, enabling the virus to move from one person to an-
other. COVID-19 is infectious in a person with no symptoms, or for the period of time before 
they develop symptoms. For this reason, we are all asked to be extra careful when socialising 
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and working with others. For now, we must act like we have the virus to protect those around 
us from infection.

Dance classes/schools are classified as exercise and sporting events under the Plan. Under 
Level 2 restrictions, indoor dance classes, training and exercise can take place in pods of up to 
6 people, once sufficient space is available and strict public health protocols are in place.

Under Levels 3, 4 and 5 indoor training is only permitted on an individual basis, therefore 
exercise and dance classes cannot take place.

Under Level 1 of the Framework, there is no specific capacity limit, with capacity guided 
by what can be accommodated safely in the venue while ensuring all protective measures are in 
place, including social distancing. 

Further information on exercise and sporting events under the Plan is available at: https://
www.gov.ie/en/publication/resilience-and-recovery-plan-for-living-with-covid-19-your-ques-
tions-answered/#exercise-and-sporting-events 

The Deputy may also wish to note that the Plan is clear that sectoral guidance also applies 
and in the above case guidance from Sport Ireland should also be considered:  https://www.
sportireland.ie/news/sport-ireland-issues-practical-guidance-for-sport-on-covid-19-measures.

06/10/2020WRRR01100Home Help Service

06/10/2020WRRR01200666. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the home help waiting list in County Mayo as of 29 September 2020; the number of persons 
awaiting homecare packages in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28329/20]

06/10/2020WRRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRRR01400Medical Cards

06/10/2020WRRR01500667. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if medical cards will be provid-
ed for those women that have had severe life altering and ongoing complications from transvag-
inal mesh implants (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28340/20]

06/10/2020WRRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand that complications from a 
mesh implant are very distressing and painful for those involved. Ensuring that all women who 
develop mesh-related complications receive high quality, multi-disciplinary and patient-centred 
care is a priority for me and my Department. I would assure the Deputy that considerable work 
has been done to date in this country and continues to progress on patient safety in relation to 
mesh implants as set out below. 

I am aware that in response to concerns raised in Ireland regarding complications associated 
with the use of mesh devices in late 2017, the then Minister for Health requested the Chief Med-
ical Officer (CMO) to prepare a report on the clinical and technical issues involved in ensuring 
both the safe and effective provision of mesh procedures in urogynaecology and an appropriate 
response to women who suffer complications as a result of undergoing such procedures. The 
report was informed by the available national and international evidence and the personal expe-
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riences of women who have suffered complications following mesh surgery. 

In July 2018, in advance of publication of the full report, the CMO requested the HSE to 
pause all mesh procedures where clinically safe to do so. This pause was instigated pending 
implementation of initial recommendations regarding (i) professional training requirements, 
(ii) patient information and consent and (iii) the development and maintenance of a national 
data set for all mesh procedures carried out in HSE funded hospitals. 

The CMO report, published in November 2018, made a number of recommendations, the 
implementation of which will provide significant assurance that both women presenting for 
treatment and who develop mesh-related complications, receive high quality, multi-disciplinary 
patient centred care in accordance with the evidence and supported by robust clinical gover-
nance mechanisms.The HSE published a detailed Implementation Plan for the recommenda-
tions in the report in April 2019. The HSE’s National Women & Infants Health Programme 
(NWIHP) is progressing treatment pathways and referral services for women suffering from 
mesh-related complications.  The HSE has published a dedicated webpage about vaginal mesh 
implants, including contact information regarding the pathways for women suffering complica-
tions. This can be found on the HSE website. 

A multidisciplinary National Specialist Centre is being developed over 2 sites at Cork Uni-
versity Maternity Hospital (CUMH) and the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) Dublin.  In 
addition, two translabial scanners, were procured by the HSE in late 2019, and are now onsite 
in both hospitals.  However, the first scanning clinic, which was due to take place last March 
had to be postponed, due to the pandemic.  

The pathways for women experiencing mesh complications, established by the HSE, have 
been in place for over a year.  All appointments offered to women through these pathways have 
been to the public system.  I would strongly encourage all women affected by mesh to engage 
with the relevant HSE contact points provided, to ensure that their service needs can be identi-
fied and provided for.  

To address the question of medical cards, under the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibil-
ity for a medical card is primarily based on residence and means.  The Act does not provide for 
an automatic entitlement to a medical card based on having a particular disease or illness.  The 
HSE’s Expert Group on Medical Need and Medical Card Eligibility previously examined the 
issue of awarding medical cards and concluded that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically 
justifiable to list medical conditions in priority order for medical card eligibility. In following 
the Expert Group’s advice, a person’s means remains the main qualifier for a medical card.    
However, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to support 
applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the difficult 
circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. The 
HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds his or 
her income threshold, where he or she faces difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs 
arising from an illness. Furthermore, if the HSE is made aware that persons have particular 
requirements, assistance will be afforded to help that person to complete their application. This 
assistance can be availed of through a person’s local health office.

06/10/2020WRRR01700Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRRR01800668. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of staff in counties 
Cork and Kerry that have been redeployed to testing and tracing; and the locations in which 
staff have been redeployed from in tabular form. [28344/20]
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06/10/2020WRRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRRR02000Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRRR02100669. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of the recruitment 
process for 60 new staff to be assigned to testing and tracing in counties Cork and Kerry; and 
the way in which the figure of 60 was deemed to be sufficient. [28345/20]

06/10/2020WRRR02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRRR02300Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRRR02400670. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health when the staff that have been 
redeployed to testing and tracing in Cork will be returned to their original posts. [28346/20]

06/10/2020WRRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRRR02600Vaccination Programme

06/10/2020WRRR02700671. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if the nasal flu shot will be rolled 
out in schools; if parental consent must be sought; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28348/20]

06/10/2020WRRR02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Given the potential for the winter flu 
season in 2020/2021 to coincide with a resurgence of COVID, and the importance of minimis-
ing hospital attendance, the Government is expanding the provision of vaccination without 
charge to all of those in the at-risk groups, including healthcare workers, and to all children 
aged from 2 to 12 years.  

The expanded programme will ensure that those most vulnerable to the effects of influenza 
will have access to vaccination without charges. By providing vaccination to those most at-risk, 
and those most likely to require hospitalisation if they contract influenza, it is anticipated that 
the programme will see a reduction in the number of influenza-related hospital admissions, as 
well as a reduction in the overall spread of influenza in the community.

This programme is being offered through GP’s and pharmacists and is not being delivered 
as a schools-based programme, as not all eligible children are of school age.

Prior to administering an influenza vaccination to a child aged under 16 years old, informed 
consent must be obtained from the child’s parent or legal guardian.

06/10/2020WRRR02900Care of the Elderly

06/10/2020WRRR03000672. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if he plans to reopen day care 
centres for the elderly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28358/20]
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06/10/2020WRRR03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): We all know that 
community services such as day care and respite services play an important role in enabling 
older people to continue living in their communities and maintain their social connections. 
These services contribute to positive ageing and better overall health.  However, the introduc-
tion of physical distancing, isolation and restricted contact with family and loved ones has 
changed the usual dynamic of social interaction. 

The HSE continues to work closely with providers and community staff to identify where 
service is most required and has been undertaking risk assessments of local services.  This is to 
ensure, insofar as possible, that Day Care services and respite services can resume in the con-
text of COVID-19 and having regard for Public Health advice. 

Services will resume when it is safe to do so; when all infection prevention and control mea-
sures and the requirements of physical distancing can be maintained, so as to protect service 
users and staff and prevent any further spread of the virus. Some day centres may not be suitable 
for reopening due to the constraints of their physical environment and it will be necessary to 
continue or expand alternative service delivery models developed during recent months.  Issues 
identified by the HSE include

-  Day Care Centres operated in shared public facilities where other groups are also access-
ing the building and the risk of infection spread.

-  A number of HSE Day Care Centres are attached to HSE Residential Care Units and the 
clients of both the Day Care Centres and the residents from the Residential Care Unit are in the 
same location and use shared facilities.

-  Transport of clients to the Day Care Centres where family cannot assist. 

-  Availability of isolation areas, should a client or a member of staff become unwell.

I understand the impact that the continued delay in the re-opening of day centres and the 
restoration of respite services is having on older people and the important role this service can 
play in their lives. I have asked the HSE to ensure that it continues to assess the risks and ben-
efits of re-opening, as well as continuing to expand and explore alternative ways of delivering 
services to this vulnerable group. I am also continuing to meet with groups that work with and 
on behalf of older people to see how they can best be supported during this challenging time.

06/10/2020WRRR03200Hospital Appointments Status

06/10/2020WRRR03300673. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 995 of 14 July 2020, if an urgent appointment for surgery at Temple Street Hos-
pital will be expedited for a person (details supplied) in County Clare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28359/20]

06/10/2020WRRR03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 
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The resumption of services from June onwards has allowed for increased activity, with the 
HSE utilising innovative methods including telemedicine to facilitate patient appointments. Pa-
tient safety remains at the forefront of service resumption. To ensure services are re-introduced 
in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines 
and protocols which has resulted in reduced capacity and activity 

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such as the 
use of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative out-
patient settings.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund has also recommenced arranging treatment in both 
private and public hospitals for clinically suitable patients who have been waiting for long pe-
riods on public hospital waiting lists.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, regarding an update on an appointment date, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRRR03500HSE Data

06/10/2020WRRR03600674. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question No. 
773 of 15 September 2020, the statistics gathered on staff derogations from requirements to self-
isolate; and the basis on which they are collated, if by service or geographic area. [28364/20]

06/10/2020WRRR03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond di-
rectly to the Deputy on this operational matter.

06/10/2020WRRR03800Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRRR03900675. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 tests taken 
in a location (details supplied) to date; the number of positive cases at the same location; the 
number of persons that failed to show up for Covid-19 tests; the average waiting period for a 
test at this location; the average waiting time for the return of results at the location; the number 
of staff by qualification at the location; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28375/20]

06/10/2020WRRR04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRRR04100Covid-19 Tests
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06/10/2020WRRR04200676. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the hospitals that carry out a Co-
vid-19 test to all persons admitted to the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28376/20]

06/10/2020WRRR04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRRR04400Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRRR04500677. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the details of all Covid-19 cases for 
the period of March 2020 to date in County Wexford by county council electoral divisions; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28377/20]

06/10/2020WRRR04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Since the National Public Health Emer-
gency Team (NPHET) met for the first time, a commitment was given to collect and publish as 
much relevant data as possible while ensuring individual patient confidentiality is maintained 
at all times. While the nature and scale of the Covid-19 pandemic has been unprecedented, the 
collection of timely and comprehensive data has been instrumental in developing the health ser-
vice response to Covid-19 and to the advice provided by NPHET and the Department of Health 
to assist Government decision-making in the wider response to the disease in Ireland.

Comprehensive national statistics, information and data about Covid-19, including a time-
line of confirmed cases by date, is published on a daily basis on the Department of Health web-
site at www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-health/ and on the Covid-19 Data Hub and 
Dashboards available at https://covid19ireland-geohive.hub.arcgis.com/. The published data 
are based on official figures provided by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) and 
the Health Service Executive (HSE). 

All datasets, charts and maps are updated on an on-going basis and in line with newly pub-
lished data. 

The Deputy may wish to note that the COVID-19 Data Hub now offers regularly updated 
Local Electoral Area (LEA) data.  However, care is required to ensure patient confidentiality 
is preserved and that no potential identification of individual cases arises. As a result, the data 
relating to confirmed cases by LEA is published weekly on a Thursday, reflecting new cases 
notified in each LEA for the 14-day period up to midnight on the previous Monday.

The Deputy may also wish to note that a range of data on the epidemiology of Covid-19 in 
Ireland, including data on county incidence levels and trends in transmission, is published in the 
daily report by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) available at: www.hpsc.ie/a-
z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/casesinireland/epidemiologyofcovid-19inireland, 
while a daily report on the last 14 days in cases available at: www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coro-
navirus/novelcoronavirus/casesinireland/epidemiologyofcovid-19inireland.

06/10/2020WRSS00200Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRSS00300678. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health his plans to locate additional Cov-
id-19 testing centres in County Wexford or the north Wexford area; if so, the locations in which 
the test centres will be based; the timelines for any works that are planned; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28378/20]

06/10/2020WRSS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
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the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRSS00500Vaccination Programme

06/10/2020WRSS00600679. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if there will be a sufficient supply of 
the flu vaccine for all who choose to have it administered in the coming months; if he foresees 
a shortage of flu vaccine; his plans to have the vaccine rolled out to all schools here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28374/20]

06/10/2020WRSS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Given the potential for the winter flu 
season in 2020/2021 to coincide with a resurgence of COVID, and the importance of minimis-
ing hospital attendance, the Government is expanding the provision of vaccination without 
charge to all of those in the at-risk groups, including healthcare workers, and to all children 
aged from 2 to 12 years inclusive. 

The programme is being offered through GP’s and pharmacists and is not being delivered as 
a schools-based programme, as not all eligible children are of school age.

1.35 million doses of the Quadrivalent Influenza Vaccine have been ordered this year, to 
be made available to all persons in an at-risk group aged from 6 months up. The HSE has also 
ordered 600,000 doses of the Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine, which is delivered via nasal 
drops rather than by injection and will be made available to children aged from 2 to 12 years.

The HSE is confident that the number of doses procured is sufficient to meet demand in the 
at-risk groups and this element of the vaccination programme has commenced.  The vaccination 
programme for children is expected to commence from mid-October. 

Those not covered by the publicly funded influenza vaccination programme can avail of 
influenza vaccination from GPs and pharmacists on a private basis. I understand that deliver-
ies of the private supply of the intramuscular vaccine are expected to commence in the coming 
days. The Health Products Regulatory Authority Medicine Shortages Framework has not been 
notified of any shortages affecting the Irish market in relation to flu vaccines.

06/10/2020WRSS00800Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRSS00900680. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of deaths that have 
been declassified following incorrect classification as being Covid-19 related (details supplied); 
the correct number of deaths associated with Covid-19; his views on whether it is correct to 
classify all deaths as Covid-19 deaths simply due to a positive test result in cases in which a 
death may have not been related to Covid-19; if the public will be informed of the number of 
deaths that fall into this category; the number of Covid-19-related deaths that are subject to a 
coroner’s report; the number of deaths have been deemed to be incorrectly classified; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28392/20]

06/10/2020WRSS01000750. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who have 
died as a result of Covid-19; the number of persons who have died of other illness but also had 
Covid-19; the number of persons who died of other illness who had Covid-19 but who were 
Covid-19 asymptomatic, in the last year. [28779/20]

06/10/2020WRSS01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 680 
and 750 together.
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Since the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) met for the first time, a com-
mitment was given to collect and publish as much relevant data as possible while ensuring 
individual patient confidentiality is maintained at all times. While the nature and scale of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has been unprecedented, the collection of timely and comprehensive data 
has been instrumental in developing the health service response to Covid-19 and to the advice 
provided by NPHET and the Department of Health to assist Government decision-making in 
the wider response to the disease in Ireland. 

It should be noted that in Ireland, data are collected on COVID-19 related mortality for 
both lab confirmed and probable cases, in line with recommendations from the World Health 
Organisation and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control in both hospitals and 
the community. It should also be noted that collection of COVID-19 related mortality data in 
Ireland exceeds that of many other countries in the world  .

The Deputy should note that comprehensive national statistics, information, and data about 
Covid-19 is published on a daily basis on the Department of Health website at www.gov.ie/
en/organisation/department-of-health/ and on the Covid-19 Data Hub and Dashboards avail-
able at https://covid19ireland-geohive.hub.arcgis.com/. The published data are based on official 
figures provided by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) and the Health Service 
Executive (HSE). All datasets, charts and maps are updated on an on-going basis and in line 
with newly published data. 

I would also direct the Deputy to the CSO website for access to a range of data relating to 
Covid-19 including the numbers of diagnosed cases and mortality data. This is available on the 
CSO Covid-19 Information Hub at www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-covid19/co-
vid-19informationhub/ and, in particular, at www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/br/b-cdc/
covid-19deathsandcasesseries12/.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRSS01200Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRSS01300681. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the total expenditure by the 
HSE on Covid-19 to date; a breakdown of the main areas of expenditure; the amount of in-
creased capacity that has been added to the healthcare system since the onset of Covid-19; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28395/20]

06/10/2020WRSS01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Irish Government set out in its 
National Action Plan on Covid-19 16 key action aimed at flattening the curve of the pandemic 
outbreak in Ireland.  

The focus of the first 8 actions was effective communication to manage the public health 
response, caring for ‘at risk’ or ‘vulnerable’ members of society, ensuring the ability of the acute 
hospitals system to care for people during the pandemic, expansion of critical physical capacity, 
protecting our health workforce and maintaining access to essential health products, equipment 
and services. 

The implementation of the first 8 actions was the responsibility of the Health Service Ex-
ecutive supported by the Department of Health and the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform.  

The total estimated Covid-19 related spend by the HSE to the 18th of September on deliver-
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ing these eight actions is €1,886m set out as follows;

Area of Spend  Total Spend (m) 

Heading 2 Cross Cutting Actions  €15  

Heading 3 Communications   €11  

Heading 4 Community Care and Vulnerable Groups   €356  

Heading 5 Caring for People in Acute Services   €600  

Heading 6 Expanding Critical Physical Capacity   €26  

Heading 7 Expanding and Protecting our Health Workforce and essential workers   €88  

Heading 8 Maintaining access to essential health products and equipment and services necessary to support the 
management of Covid-19 

 €790  

Total   €1,886  

Flattening the curve of the pandemic was essential given the capacity constraints which 
already existed in the Irish hospital system and the significant risk that Ireland’s hospital sys-
tem would become overwhelmed very quickly.  Ireland has the highest acute bed occupancy in 
Europe at 93% and one of the lowest levels of critical care beds per 1,000 of the population in 
Europe at 3.3. 

Given these capacity constraints in the acute hospital system a major focus from the onset 
of Covid-19 has been on increasing capacity to cope with the surge in demand that could arise 
from Covid-19 outbreaks. The Department of Health is working with the HSE to increase acute 
capacity in hospitals throughout the country. 

In the context of the current COVID-19 Pandemic response since March:

-  The number of critical care beds has increased by 42 since the start of the year to 297  

-  Noncritical care bed capacity has increased by 324 to 11,597.

In addition as part of the initial emergency response Increased bed capacity provided by the 
private hospital sector amounted to 1,900 inpatient beds, 600-day beds as well as 47 ICU and 
54 HDU beds. 

To date the Government’s measures have been successful in flattening the curve and the 
additional capacity put in place has allowed the system to cope within the current response 
requirements.

06/10/2020WRSS01500Speech and Language Therapy

06/10/2020WRSS01600682. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for speech and therapy appointments in County Tipperary; if full speech and therapy servic-
es have resumed in the county; if there is a full complement of speech and language therapists 
working the county; if not, if there are vacancies waiting to be filled; if speech and language 
therapists have been redeployed to other areas since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28396/20]

06/10/2020WRSS01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.
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As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly.

06/10/2020WRSS01800Respite Care Services

06/10/2020WRSS01900683. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health when day and overnight respite 
sessions will recommence in each community health organisation, in tabular form. [28400/20]

06/10/2020WRSS02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Govern-
ment is committed to providing services and supports for people with disabilities which will 
empower them to live independent lives, provide greater independence in accessing the ser-
vices they choose, and enhance their ability to tailor the supports required to meet their needs 
and plan their lives.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRSS02100Hospital Services

06/10/2020WRSS02200684. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to open a new dual-
energy X-ray absorptiometry scanning unit in South Tipperary General Hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28401/20]

06/10/2020WRSS02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRSS02400General Practitioner Services

06/10/2020WRSS02500685. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the chronic shortage of general practitioner services in Balbriggan, County Dublin, which 
has created lengthy waiting lists for appointments; his plans to alleviate the situation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28407/20]

06/10/2020WRSS02600700. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the waiting lists of people who wish to be seen by a general practitioner in a facility (de-
tails supplied) and if it will be ensured that a greater number of general practitioners service 
the Balbriggan area to take pressure of the various medical centres and practices in the town. 
[28533/20]

06/10/2020WRSS02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 685 
and 700 together.

The Government is aware of the workforce issues currently facing general practice, includ-
ing the limited access to GP services in certain areas, and has implemented a number of mea-
sures to improve recruitment and retention in general practice.

The 2019 Agreement on GP contractual reforms will see the Government increase invest-
ment in general practice by approximately 40% (€210 million) over the next four years, provid-
ing for significant increases in capitation fees for GPs who participate in the reform programme 
and the introduction of new fees and subsidies for additional services such as the chronic dis-
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ease programme. There will be increased support for GPs working in rural practices and for 
those in disadvantaged urban areas, and improvements have been made to maternity and pater-
nity leave arrangements.

The number of GPs entering training has been increased steadily over the past ten years, 
rising from 120 in 2009 to 194 in 2020, with a further increase foreseen in 2021.

These measures will see an increase in the number of GPs working in the State, improving 
access to GP services for patients throughout the country.  

In relation to GP services in Balbriggan specifically, as this relates to a services matter, I 
have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly on this matter, as 
soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRSS02800Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRSS02900686. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if a Covid-19 testing facility 
will be opened in Balbriggan, County Dublin; if not, if a facility will be opened in another area 
of north County Dublin which is in walking or cycling distance for persons living in the area in 
view of the size of the population and the fact the nearest test centre is 20 km away in Swords. 
[28409/20]

06/10/2020WRSS03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRSS03100HSE Staff

06/10/2020WRSS03200687. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if it will be ensured that the HSE 
pay those employed as contact tracers working in tracing centres; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28415/20]

06/10/2020WRSS03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRSS03400Nursing Home Accommodation

06/10/2020WRSS03500688. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of patients being 
paid for fully or partially by the State in the various nursing homes run by a private operator 
(details supplied); the amount paid to each facility operated by the group in each of the past five 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28417/20]

06/10/2020WRSS03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible. 

06/10/2020WRSS03700Nursing Home Accommodation

06/10/2020WRSS03800689. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to private nurs-
ing homes here in each year of the past five years; the nature of the funding; the number of 
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patients involved; the type of services provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28418/20]

06/10/2020WRSS03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible. 

06/10/2020WRSS04000Nursing Home Accommodation

06/10/2020WRSS04100690. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health if an inquiry will be carried out 
into the care of a patient (details supplied) with schizophrenia in a nursing home; the psychiatric 
qualifications of the staff responsible for their care in each year of their residences; the details 
of consultation and care plans devised between the nursing home, the social worker of the pa-
tient and local psychiatric services; the number of visits by the social worker; the number and 
nature of liaisons with local psychiatric services and local general practitioners involving their 
care; the nature of the dental care organised by the facility for the patient; if the full record of 
the patient at the home will be provided to their next of kin by categories (details supplied); the 
amount paid by the State to the home for the care of the person in each year of their residence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28419/20]

06/10/2020WRSS04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Nursing home 
providers are ultimately responsible for the safe care of their residents.  

Under the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for Older 
People) Regulations 2013 as amended each resident must have a care plan prepared following a 
comprehensive assessment, carried out by an appropriate health care professional immediately 
before or on admission to a nursing home.  Registered providers must provide appropriate med-
ical and health care, including a high standard of evidence-based nursing care in accordance 
with professional guidelines.  In addition all nursing homes are required to have an accessible 
and effective complaints procedure, including an appeals process. They must investigate all 
complaints promptly, and following investigation put in place any measures required for im-
provement.  

Since 2009 the Health Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory indepen-
dent regulator in place for the nursing home sector, whether a HSE managed or a private nurs-
ing home. The Authority, established under the Health Act 2007, has significant and wide-rang-
ing powers up to and including withdrawing the registration of a nursing home facility, which 
means that it can no longer operate as a service provider. This responsibility is underpinned by 
a comprehensive quality framework comprising of Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare 
Regulations and National Quality Standards. 

During the response to COVID-19 nursing homes continue to be regulated by HIQA. HIQA, 
in discharging its duties determines, through examination of all information available to it, in-
cluding site inspections, whether a nursing home meets the regulations in order to achieve and 
maintain its registration status.  Should a nursing home be deemed to be non-compliant with the 
Regulations and the National Quality Standards, it may either fail to achieve or lose its registra-
tion status. In addition, the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in deciding whether to impose 
conditions of Registration on nursing homes.  HIQA welcomes information about designated 
centres for dependent persons, reviews all information about services received and evaluates 
it against the regulations and standards.  As a regulator HIQA has no formal legal role in ex-
amining individual complaints, however, the Authority does take into account all information 
it receives, including complaints from the public, when carrying out inspections.  If a concern 
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is raised about a nursing home, HIQA reviews all information received to inform its on-going 
risk-based regulation activities.

On 19 August 2020, both Minister Donnelly and I launched the COVID-19 Nursing Homes 
Expert Panel Report.  This is a significant piece of work which provides a range of recommen-
dations in line with lessons learned to date and international best practice, aimed to safeguard 
the residents in nursing homes over the next 12-18 months and into the longer term. The report 
is also informative in identifying areas of older persons’ service and care delivery requiring 
consideration for further reform. Many of these themes are reflected in the Programme for 
Government.

Implementing the Report’s short-term recommendations will ensure the ongoing protection 
of nursing home residents, the preparedness of the nursing homes sector and the health system 
in response to COVID-19 and the winter ahead. This will involve building on emerging good 
practice.

In relation to the payment aspect of the request I have asked the HSE to reply directly to the 
Deputy. 

06/10/2020WRSS04300Disability Services Provision

06/10/2020WRSS04400691. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 607 of 3 June 2020, the steps he will take or has taken to provide the services and 
supports for a person (details supplied); the action he will take and the funding he will provide 
to address the issues raised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28495/20]

06/10/2020WRSS04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

The  Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRSS04600HSE Data

06/10/2020WRSS04700692. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the cost of the ongoing roll-
out of the SAP payroll system throughout the HSE; the number of HSE employees directly 
involved in the project; the number of consultants involved and the cost of these; the travel and 
accommodation costs associated with the national integrated staff records and pay programme; 
if there was a procurement process and, if so, if he will provide the details and outcome of the 
process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28498/20]

06/10/2020WRSS04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the Health Service Execu-
tive to respond directly to the Deputy on these matters, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRTT00200Medical Aids and Appliances
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06/10/2020WRTT00300693. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a custom-made orthotic 
device will be provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28501/20]

06/10/2020WRTT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRTT00500Hospital Appointments Status

06/10/2020WRTT00600694. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an earlier appointment 
will be arranged for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28503/20]

06/10/2020WRTT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

The resumption of services from June onwards has allowed for increased activity, with the 
HSE utilising innovative methods including telemedicine to facilitate patient appointments. Pa-
tient safety remains at the forefront of service resumption. To ensure services are re-introduced 
in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines 
and protocols which has resulted in reduced capacity and activity 

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
tient settings.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund has also recommenced arranging treatment in both 
private and public hospitals for clinically suitable patients who have been waiting for long pe-
riods on public hospital waiting lists.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRTT00800Hospital Appointments Status



6 October 2020

359

06/10/2020WRTT00900695. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an appointment at the ENT 
department will be arranged for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28504/20]

06/10/2020WRTT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Scheduled care activity was significantly impacted by the necessary decision to de-
fer most elective care appointments and procedures in March, April, and May. The resumption 
of services from June onwards has allowed for increased activity, and the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund has recommenced arranging treatment in both private and public hospitals for 
clinically suitable patients who have been waiting for long periods on public hospital waiting 
lists.

The monitoring of scheduled care activity and waiting list figures is a key function of the 
Department of Health. Weekly meetings between Departmental officials, the NTPF and HSE 
ensure that governance and performance issues are continually monitored. This includes week-
ly analysis of commissioning activity undertaken by the NTPF, associated HSE insourcing 
activity, and the review of any issues raised by either the HSE and NTPF in respect of waiting 
list management and scheduled care activity.

As part of the governance arrangements for the management of NTPF funded outsourced 
patient treatment, public patients remain on the waiting list of the referring hospital until treat-
ment is completed through the NTPF and the patient is discharged. As a result, in relation to the 
particular query raised, I have asked the Health Service Executive to raise the issue and respond 
to the Deputy directly.

In terms of accessing treatment under the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF), the 
NTPF works with public hospitals to offer and provide the funding for treatment to clinically 
suitable long waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day case waiting list for surgery, having 
been referred on to such a list following clinical assessment by a consultant/specialist at an out-
patient clinic. The key criteria of the NTPF is the prioritisation of the longest waiting patients 
first. While the NTPF identifies patients eligible for NTPF treatment, it is solely on the basis of 
their time spent on the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List. The clinical suitability of the patient to 
avail of NTPF funded treatment is determined by the public hospital. 

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

06/10/2020WRTT01100Wards of Court

06/10/2020WRTT01200696. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the professional fees (de-
tails supplied) paid to facilitate ward of court applications brought by the Health Service Execu-
tive in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020. [28507/20]

06/10/2020WRTT01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
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vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

06/10/2020WRTT01400Health Services Funding

06/10/2020WRTT01500697. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health the funding that adult day 
services has received to date (details supplied). [28508/20]

06/10/2020WRTT01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As part of the 
HSE’s 2020 National Service Plan, funding of €484.257m was allocated to adult day services 
in 2020. School-leavers who require a day service have been introduced to a new service during 
September and ring-fenced resources of €12.5 million have been provided to facilitate this, also 
as part of the National Service Plan.

As part of the overall effort to contain the spread of COVID-19 and in line with public 
health advice, day service locations closed in March. In August and September, services began 
to reopen, with most services operating at reduced capacity, due to public health advice and 
infection control protocols. 

Minister Donnelly and I recently announced that €10 million is being made available in 2020 
to support the resumption of day services and enhanced home support services for disability 
service users. This funding is being drawn down from the National Action Plan on COVID-19.

Of this money, €7.5 million will increase disability day services by one day a week for over 
14,000 adults, whilst €2.5 million will provide 210 intensive support packages to enable young 
adults with complex or high support needs to remain at home and in their communities. The 
packages are person-centred and tailored to the needs of the individual and their families. 

Further funding requirements for 2021 will be considered as part of the Estimates process.

06/10/2020WRTT01700Physiotherapy Services

06/10/2020WRTT01800698. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health when moneys paid by a 
person (details supplied) will be reimbursed. [28510/20]

06/10/2020WRTT01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Monies have 
been reimbursed to this person in respect of their treatment,  from the date that the person first 
made contact with the HSE concerning this matter.  The Deputy will appreciate that it is not 
appropriate from a governance perspective, to retrospectively approve reimbursement. 

06/10/2020WRTT02000General Practitioner Services

06/10/2020WRTT02100699. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if additional staff including 
general practitioners will be deployed to Balbriggan primary care centre in view of the long 
waiting times for general practitioners and medical services in the town; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28532/20]

06/10/2020WRTT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

  Question No. 700 answered with Question No. 685.
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06/10/2020WRTT02400Home Help Service

06/10/2020WRTT02500701. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of home helps that 
have retired from the HSE since 2008; the number of new home helps that have been employed 
in the same period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28535/20]

06/10/2020WRTT02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
Deputy on this operational matter.

06/10/2020WRTT02700Medicinal Products

06/10/2020WRTT02800702. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the decision by the HSE to cap monthly quantities of vital lifesaving prescribed products to a 
person (details supplied) in County Tipperary to treat maple syrup urine disorder; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28563/20]

06/10/2020WRTT02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRTT03000Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRTT03100703. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 re-
lated deaths reported in August and September 2020 that occurred in a hospital setting; the other 
settings in which these deaths occurred; the number of deaths that occurred in nursing homes; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28564/20]

06/10/2020WRTT03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have asked the HSE to respond to the 
deputy directly.

06/10/2020WRTT03300Medicinal Products

06/10/2020WRTT03400704. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to ensure 
greater use in prescribing generic and biosimilar medicines; the estimated extra saving envis-
aged next year by the increased use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28568/20]

06/10/2020WRTT03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health is fully sup-
portive of domestic policies that maximise efficiency in our medicines usage. The HSE is ac-
tively engaged in implementing effective policy levers across a number of domains and under 
several initiatives, including programmes under the Acute Hospitals Drugs Management Pro-
gramme (AHDMP), the Medicines Management Programme (MMP), and within the Primary 
Care Eligibility & Reimbursement Service (PCERS).  Our commitment to generic medicines 
was demonstrated in the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013 whereby 
the Act provided for the introduction of a system of generic substitution and reference pric-
ing. The Act permits pharmacists to substitute medicines prescribed, provided they have been 
designated as safely interchangeable by the Health Products Regulatory Authority. Reference 
pricing involves the setting of a common reimbursement price, or reference price, for a group 
of interchangeable medicines, and this is the price that the HSE will reimburse to pharma-
cies for all medicines in this group, regardless of the individual medicines’ price.In terms of 
biosimilar medicines, the HSE’s Acute Hospitals Drugs Management Programme (AHDMP) 
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has a biosimilar strategy in place since 2017. This is making considerable progress using a 
collaborative to bring about changes in prescribing practice.  In addition, the HSE Medicines 
Management Programme completed an evaluation process in 2019 for the identification of the 
best-value biological (BVB) medicines for TNF- inhibitors under the High-Tech Drug arrange-
ments.  In June 2019, the HSE introduced a system of gain-share to encourage the prescribing 
of the BVB medicines which has been largely successful in increasing uptake of these medi-
cines. As of September 2020, at least €42.5m of biosimilar savings are expected to be delivered 
in 2020.In relation to your specific data requests, I have asked the HSE to respond to you di-
rectly as they have responsibility for this area.

06/10/2020WRTT03600Medical Cards

06/10/2020WRTT03700705. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health when the medical card thresh-
old for persons aged over 70 years will be increased. [28570/20]

06/10/2020WRTT03800714. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health when the increased eligibility 
guidelines for medical cards for persons over 70 years of age announced in Budget 2020 will 
be enacted. [28622/20]

06/10/2020WRTT03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 705 
and 714 together.

The Health (General Practitioner Service and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Bill 2020, 
enacted on 2nd August 2020, provided for an increase to the gross medical card income limits 
for those aged 70 and over to €550 per week for a single person and to €1,050 per week for a 
couple.

The Government has now approved the necessary funding required to implement this mea-
sure and the new increased income limits will take effect from November 1st   2020. 

Officials in my Department are therefore now making the necessary arrangements to com-
mence the relevant section of the Act and are engaging with the HSE’s National Medical Card 
unit to ensure all operational arrangements are in place for implementation of this measure.

06/10/2020WRTT04000Disability Services Provision

06/10/2020WRTT04100706. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the case of children (details supplied); if he will request an urgent case conference to discuss 
the health, services and support that are required for these children; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28574/20]

06/10/2020WRTT04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Programme 
for Government,  Our Shared Future,recognises the need to improve services for both children 
and adults with disabilities through better implementation and by working together across Gov-
ernment in a better way. 

 The Government commits to prioritising early diagnosis and access to services for children 
and ensuring that the most effective interventions are provided for each child, to guarantee the 
best outcomes.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 
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06/10/2020WRTT04300Home Care Packages

06/10/2020WRTT04400707. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if he will request the HSE to 
issue guidelines to home care service providers that will ensure clients do not lose out if a carer 
cannot make an appointment due to unforeseen circumstances; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28575/20]

06/10/2020WRTT04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible. 

06/10/2020WRUU00200Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRUU00300708. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if he will publish details of the 
reason behind the requirement for face coverings in schools, including any international evi-
dence or risk assessments considered by NPHET; if there is an ongoing review of the effective-
ness of the policy; the stage in the national framework on living with Covid-19 it is expected the 
requirement would be lifted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28576/20]

06/10/2020WRUU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I can assure the Deputy that the Public 
Health advice relating to COVID-19 is kept under continuous review by the National Public 
Health Emergency Team (NPHET). In drafting our national guidance, Irish stakeholders in-
cluding Government Departments and the HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre, are in-
formed by the international scientific evidence, and guidance produced by international bodies 
including the World Health Organization (WHO) and the European Centre for Disease Preven-
tion and Control (ECDC). WHO and ECDC guidance is formulated in the context of considered 
appraisal of the international experience and accumulating scientific evidence in relation to CO-
VID-19. The National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) reviews international devel-
opments as a component of its overall examination of the evolving epidemiology of the disease. 

The aim of face coverings is to reduce the spread of infection by acting as a source control 
to stop the spread of infection by the person wearing the mask (including those who do not 
know they are infected, such as those with no symptoms) or to protect the wearer from droplet 
splashes or inhaling airborne contaminants including small (aerosol) and large particle droplets. 
Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the use of face coverings by persons in various 
community settings has been recommended by an increasing number of countries. In Ireland, 
cloth face coverings are currently mandatory on public transport and in a range of indoor set-
tings, including shops and other retail outlets. Additionally, cloth face coverings are recom-
mended in situations where physical distancing may not be possible. In both the primary and 
post-primary setting, it is a requirement that staff wear a face covering when a physical distance 
of 2m from other staff or students cannot be maintained. Children in the post-primary setting 
should also wear a face covering when a physical distance of 2m from other staff or students 
cannot be maintained. It is not recommended that children attending primary school wear face-
coverings. The requirements in relation to use of face coverings in schools are clearly outlined 
in the sectoral guidance available on the ‘Back to School’ webpage at gov.ie. 

The WHO in their Guidance on the use of masks in the context of COVID-19 advise that 
the general public should be encouraged to use medical and non-medical masks in public set-
tings, including schools. This advice can be found at  www.who.int/publications/i/item/advice-
on-the-use-of-masks-in-the-community-during-home-care-and-in-healthcare-settings-in-the-
context-of-the-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)-outbreak
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The ECDC advise that “in secondary schools, the use of face masks is recommended for 
both students and adults” and that “The use of masks should be seen as a complementary mea-
sure, rather than a single measure to prevent transmission within schools”.

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre has also issued Interim Guidance on Use of 
Face-coverings in childcare and educational settings to provide advice for childcare and edu-
cational facilities regarding the use of face-coverings for staff and children in the context of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  This Guidance can be found at www.gov.ie/en/publication/532b6-
health-advice-provided-by-the-health-protection-surveillance-centre-hpsc-for-the-safe-reopen-
ing-of-schools-and-educational-facilities/.

06/10/2020WRUU00500Home Care Packages

06/10/2020WRUU00600709. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of home help hours 
and home care packages provided nationally in each of the past five years; the number of such 
hours in north County Kildare in the same time frame; the cost of such provision to the Exche-
quer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28587/20]

06/10/2020WRUU00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRUU00800Hospital Facilities

06/10/2020WRUU00900710. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a report 
on the refurbishment works at Kanturk Community Hospital; the time frame for their comple-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28594/20]

06/10/2020WRUU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the deputy directly in relation to this matter.

06/10/2020WRUU01100Hospital Facilities

06/10/2020WRUU01200711. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a report 
on the refurbishment works at St. Joseph’s Community Hospital, Millstreet; the time frame for 
its completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28595/20]

06/10/2020WRUU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the deputy directly in relation to this matter.

06/10/2020WRUU01400Hospital Facilities

06/10/2020WRUU01500712. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a report 
on the refurbishment works at Macroom Community Hospital; the time frame for their comple-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28596/20]

06/10/2020WRUU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Health Service Executive is re-
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sponsible for the delivery of public healthcare infrastructure projects, I have asked the HSE to 
respond to the deputy directly in relation to this matter.

06/10/2020WRUU01700EU Directives

06/10/2020WRUU01800713. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the cost to his Department 
to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU directives into Irish law; the 
breakdown, by directive, of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each fine; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28614/20]

06/10/2020WRUU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department has not incurred any 
costs in this area to date.

  Question No. 714 answered with Question No. 705.

06/10/2020WRUU02100Addiction Treatment Services

06/10/2020WRUU02200715. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 929 of 29 September 2020, if there is an addiction or recovery policy unit in his De-
partment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28630/20]

06/10/2020WRUU02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Gov-
ernment’s strategic response to addressing drug and alcohol problems in Ireland is set out in 
Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery – a health led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 
2017-2025. 

The Drugs Policy and Social Inclusion Unit is responsible for drugs policy in the Depart-
ment of Health.

 The unit has the following roles:

- to coordinate the implementation of the national drugs strategy

- to oversee the funding allocated through the Department of Health for drug and alcohol 
services

- to develop policy responses to changing patterns of drug use and emerging issues

- to support the national oversight structures for the national drugs strategy  

- to represent Ireland at EU and international forums on drugs policy 

- to analyse the implications of research and evaluation for drugs policy and planning 

- to advise the Minister on drugs policy.

06/10/2020WRUU02400Drug and Alcohol Task Forces

06/10/2020WRUU02500716. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if additional resources will be pro-
vided to local and regional drugs task forces, in particular to deal with the impact of Covid-19, 
in budget 2021 and in line with the commitment in the programme for Government; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28656/20]
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06/10/2020WRUU02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Co-
vid-19 pandemic has created a time of uncertainty and anxiety for everyone and particularly 
for those who are affected by drug and alcohol addiction. The restructuring of services, social 
distancing measures and self-isolation can be particularly difficult for those who are trying to 
remain drug or alcohol free and for those who are in recovery. 

The Government plan for living with Covid-19 details how non-Covid health and social 
care services will be resumed, especially during the challenging winter months. This includes 
planning for the safe resumption of drug and alcohol services, including community-based ser-
vices, residential programmes and recovery support groups. 

The Department has set up a working group with drug and alcohol service providers to 
develop a ‘Framework for the Restoration of Drug and Alcohol Services’, in a planned and ap-
propriate manner in line with public health advice. The working group has identified issues on 
which guidance and supports are required. 

I have approved additional funding to support the resumption of drug and alcohol services 
including the adaptation of services, premises, online meetings and personal protective equip-
ment.

I recently met with representatives of drug and alcohol task forces to discuss the commit-
ment in the Programme for Government to support targeted initiatives addressing drug and 
alcohol misuse. The allocation of additional resources for this purpose will be considered as 
part of the Estimates process. 

06/10/2020WRUU02700Health Services

06/10/2020WRUU02800717. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health if a vaccine or medical 
procedure can be administered on a mature minor, that is, over 16 years of age with an intel-
lectual disability without the consent of the parents following the enactment of recent laws. 
[28666/20]

06/10/2020WRUU02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Recent changes in the Regulations in 
relation to the administration of the seasonal influenza vaccine have focussed on technical 
changes required in relation to the administration of vaccines by pharmacists, and in relation 
to the relevant fees for GPs and pharmacists.  There have been no changes in relation to the 
requirements for consent.

06/10/2020WRUU03000Ambulance Service

06/10/2020WRUU03100718. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of employees of the na-
tional ambulance service; and the number on sick leave currently by county in tabular form. 
[28677/20]

06/10/2020WRUU03200719. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the overall budget assigned to the run-
ning of officer response vehicles in the national ambulance service. [28678/20]

06/10/2020WRUU03300720. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if a capacity review has been carried 
out in the national ambulance service; and if are there plans to base an ambulance in Killorglin, 
County Kerry, or Abbeyfeale, County Limerick. [28679/20]

06/10/2020WRUU03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 718 to 
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720, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRUU03700Diabetes Strategy

06/10/2020WRUU03800721. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his plans to make the FreeStyle 
Libre device available for type 1 diabetes patients through the long-term illness scheme (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28681/20]

06/10/2020WRUU03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013, the HSE has statutory responsibility for the administration of the 
community drug schemes; therefore, the matter has been referred to the HSE for attention and 
direct reply to the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRUU04000Health Services

06/10/2020WRUU04100722. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his views on legislating to 
allow nurses to prescribe controlled drugs and opiate substitution therapy, for example, metha-
done and buprenorphine, as was previously done on controlled drugs in areas such as palliative 
care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28684/20]

06/10/2020WRUU04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): During the last quarter of 2019, and fol-
lowing a request from the HSE, my Department commenced an evaluation process of the ben-
efits or otherwise of introducing nurse prescribing of opiate substitution therapy (OST). Since 
then a number of stakeholder consultations have taken place. This work was suspended due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic and will be resumed as soon as possible. 

Should this evaluation conclude that there is a service user benefit to be gained by en-
abling nurses to prescribe OST, my Department will consider what changes might be required 
to Schedule 8 of The Misuse of Drugs Regulations, 2017. This extended scope could then be in-
cluded as part of the  HSE’s National Nurse and Midwife Medicinal Product Prescribing Policy.

06/10/2020WRVV00200Addiction Treatment Services

06/10/2020WRVV00300723. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his views on enhancing inde-
pendent regulatory oversight and inspection on addiction treatment services, such as through 
HIQA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28685/20]

06/10/2020WRVV00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The national 
drugs strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery has as an objective to attain better health 
and social outcomes for people who experience harm from substance misuse and, meeting their 
recovery and rehabilitation needs.  

The strategy contains a series of actions which aim to reduce waiting times, provide more 
equity of access to services around the country and remove potential barriers to accessing treat-
ment by those with complex needs. 

The National Drug Treatment Reporting System records data on the incidence and preva-
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lence of drug and alcohol treatment from all publicly funded drug and alcohol treatment ser-
vices. In 2019, there were 10,664 cases treated for problem drug use, of which a third were new 
cases, and a further 7,546 cases treated for problem alcohol use, of which 44 per cent were new 
cases.

The Department of Health has no jurisdiction over agencies that provide private addiction 
treatment services. There is currently no provision in legislation for the regulation or inspection 
of residential treatment or rehabilitation organisations that specialise in addiction. 

Organisations which provide addiction services and are funded by the HSE are required to 
meet minimum standards in the delivery of services across a range of criteria which form the 
basis of any service level agreement.

I believe there is adequate monitoring and oversight of publicly funded drug and alcohol 
treatment services. I would advise anyone in need of treatment to access these publicly funded 
services.

06/10/2020WRVV00500Addiction Treatment Services

06/10/2020WRVV00600724. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans for reform and invest-
ment in addiction treatment services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28686/20]

06/10/2020WRVV00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The national 
drug strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery, is the Government roadmap for address-
ing drug and alcohol use. A key objective in the strategy is to attain better health and social 
outcomes for people who experience harm from substance misuse and meet their recovery and 
rehabilitation needs. 

The HSE has developed a four tier person-centre model of rehabilitation based on the prin-
ciple of a continuum of care, that allow the individual to access the range of supports they need 
to achieve their personal recovery goals. This integrated care pathway is the shared responsibil-
ity of a range of service providers.

Improving access to drug and alcohol services and extending the range of options available 
is integrate to achieving better outcomes. The strategy contains 15 actions which aim to reduce 
waiting times, provide more equity of access to services around the country and remove poten-
tial barriers to accessing treatment by those with complex needs. 

The Department of Health provides over €130 million in funding to support the provision of 
drug and alcohol services by the HSE, voluntary drug and alcohol services and drug and alcohol 
task forces.

In 2019, there were 10,664 cases treated for problem drug use, of which a third were new 
cases, and a further 7,546 cases treated for problem alcohol use, of which 44 per cent were new 
cases. 

Additional funding of €800,000 was provided to expand drug and alcohol services in 2020.  
This funding supports the expansion of addiction services for pregnant and post-natal women,  
the development of a community alcohol service in Galway and the provision of a residential 
treatment service for women and children in the mid-west region, among other measures. The 
full year costs for these additional services is over €2.1 million. 

Covid-19 posed a major threat for people with drug addiction, especially for those who were 
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homeless and those not in treatment. To address this risk, the HSE significantly improved ac-
cess to opioid substitution treatment (OST) since January 2020. As a result, an additional 755 
people were brought into treatment, an increase of 7 per cent.

In line with the commitment in the Programme for Government, I want to ensure that im-
proved access to OST is mainstreamed within the health services.  The allocation of additional 
resources for this and other drug and alcohol treatment services will be considered as part of 
the Estimates process.

06/10/2020WRVV00800Mental Health Services

06/10/2020WRVV00900725. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health his plans to publish a Traveller 
and Roma mental health action plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28687/20]

06/10/2020WRVV01000757. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if work has begun on the Trav-
eller and Roma mental health action plan as per the programme for Government commitment; 
his plans to publish the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28792/20]

06/10/2020WRVV01100783. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if work has commenced on 
the Traveller and Roma mental health action plan as per the programme for Government com-
mitment; when he intends to publish the plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28948/20]

06/10/2020WRVV01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 725, 757 and 783 together.

The national mental health policy, ‘Sharing the Vision’, makes a series of recommendations 
that will improve mental health outcomes for the whole community, including the Traveller 
and Roma community.  ‘Sharing the Vision’ recognises the particular issues faced by different 
priority groups with respect to mental health and the policy will address these by implementing 
recommendations that are designed to individualise services to the needs of the user by taking 
account of his or her unique socio-economic and cultural background. 

One of the priority groups specifically mentioned in “Sharing the Vision”  is the Traveller 
community. Minister Butler (with responsibility for mental health and older people) recently 
met with Traveller and Roma representatives.  Further discussions have also taken place be-
tween officials at the Department of Health and Traveller representatives regarding how the 
specific needs of the Traveller community will be met during the implementation of Sharing 
the Vision.  It is envisaged that Traveller and Roma representation will engage in a significant 
way with Sharing the Vision’s National Implementation and Monitoring Committee to ensure 
that the implementation of ‘Sharing the Vision’ will maximise beneficial outcomes for Travel-
lers and Roma.

Government policy strategy for improving the lives of Traveller and Roma communities 
is outlined in the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy. The strategy is a cross-
departmental initiative and contains a set of specific actions aimed at improving the situation 
for Traveller and Roma communities in Ireland. The Strategy includes 10 actions relating to 
mental health and suicide among Travellers. There is also an action under NTRIS to implement 
a detailed action plan to address the specific health needs of Travellers, using a social determi-
nants approach.

It is envisaged that the mental health actions in NTRIS will be incorporated in the Traveller 
health action plan and will be aligned with the overall approach in Sharing the Vision. This will 
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allow for an integrated and coordinated response to the specific health needs of Travellers, as 
outlined in NTRIS.

Minister Butler is fully committed to providing the leadership and resources to improving 
mental health outcomes for Travellers and Roma, as part of an holistic response to the health 
needs of these social excluded groups.

06/10/2020WRVV01300Respite Care Services

06/10/2020WRVV01400726. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the body to which a respite care 
centre (details supplied) can apply for funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28696/20]

06/10/2020WRVV01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRVV01600Home Help Service

06/10/2020WRVV01700727. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
counties Laois and Offaly who were granted home help hours in 2020; if numbers are above or 
below the national average; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28699/20]

06/10/2020WRVV01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRVV01900Home Help Service

06/10/2020WRVV02000728. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that CHO 8 is experiencing a long waiting time for approval and delivery of 
home help services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28700/20]

06/10/2020WRVV02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as 
soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRVV02200Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRVV02300729. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of cycles used 
in the PCT testing here for the detection of Covid-19; if he has concerns regarding the over-
sensitivity of these tests; the steps he is taking to introduce more rapid testing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28704/20]

06/10/2020WRVV02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRVV02500Hospital Appointments Status
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06/10/2020WRVV02600730. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the status of 
an appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28712/20]

06/10/2020WRVV02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation.

The resumption of services from June onwards has allowed for increased activity, with the 
HSE utilising innovative methods including telemedicine to facilitate patient appointments. Pa-
tient safety remains at the forefront of service resumption. To ensure services are re-introduced 
in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines 
and protocols which has resulted in reduced capacity and activity 

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
tient settings.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund has also recommenced arranging treatment in both 
private and public hospitals for clinically suitable patients who have been waiting for long pe-
riods on public hospital waiting lists.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRVV02800Hospital Appointments Status

06/10/2020WRVV02900731. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the status of 
an appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28713/20]

06/10/2020WRVV03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
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care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

The resumption of services from June onwards has allowed for increased activity, with the 
HSE utilising innovative methods including telemedicine to facilitate patient appointments. Pa-
tient safety remains at the forefront of service resumption. To ensure services are re-introduced 
in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines 
and protocols which has resulted in reduced capacity and activity 

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
tient settings.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund has also recommenced arranging treatment in both 
private and public hospitals for clinically suitable patients who have been waiting for long pe-
riods on public hospital waiting lists.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRVV03100Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRVV03200732. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 319 of 29 September 2020, the amount of additional Covid-19 related Exchequer 
expenditure for 2021 for his Department and the breakdown by line items of this additional 
expenditure [28716/20]

06/10/2020WRVV03300741. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated expenditure by 
his Department in 2021 compared to 2020, disaggregated by precommitted expenditure such as 
by demographics, PSSA and so on, Covid-19 related expenditure and other additional expendi-
ture; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28738/20]

06/10/2020WRVV03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 732 
and 741 together.

The level of funding available for my Department is being considered as part of the national 
Estimates and budgetary process for 2021 which is currently underway. 

These discussions are still progressing and until they are concluded it would not be appro-
priate for me to anticipate the outcome.
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06/10/2020WRVV03500Medical Records

06/10/2020WRVV03600733. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will request that St. James’s 
Hospital expedite the provision of medical records by the hospital as required by a patient for 
Tallaght Hospital and as requested under freedom of information by the patient concerned (de-
tails supplied) [28723/20]

06/10/2020WRVV03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRVV03800Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRVV03900734. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if both Gorey and Thomas-
town district hospitals had been designated as Covid-19 step-down facilities; if the step-down 
designation of both Gorey and Thomastown district hospitals has been removed, when this 
occurred; if the two hospitals have reverted to their pre-Covid-19 operation status and use; the 
reason St. Brigid’s Hospital has not reverted to its pre-Covid-19 status in the same manner as 
the similar facilities outlined; when St. Brigid’s will have its Covid-19 designation removed 
and begin resumption of normal operation at the hospital; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28728/20]

06/10/2020WRVV04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon 
as possible.

06/10/2020WRVV04100Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRVV04200735. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if both Gorey and Thomastown 
district hospitals had been designated as Covid-19 step-down facilities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28729/20]

06/10/2020WRVV04300736. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if the step-down designation of 
both Gorey and Thomastown district hospitals has been removed; when this occurred; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28730/20]

06/10/2020WRVV04400737. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if Gorey and Thomastown hospi-
tals have reverted to their pre-Covid-19 operational status and use; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28731/20]

06/10/2020WRVV04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 735 to 737, inclusive, together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRWW00200Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRWW00300738. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the reason St. Brigid’s Hospital 
has not reverted its pre-Covid-19 status in the same manner as other facilities; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28732/20]
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06/10/2020WRWW00400739. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when St. Brigid’s Hospital will 
have its Covid-19 designation removed and begin resumption of normal operations at the hos-
pital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28733/20]

06/10/2020WRWW00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 738 and 739 together.

As these are service matters, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRWW00700Disabled Drivers Grant

06/10/2020WRWW00800740. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of applications for 
a primary medical certificate that are now on hold as a result of the Supreme Court ruling of 18 
June 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28735/20]

06/10/2020WRWW00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Minister 
for Finance has responsibility for the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Conces-
sions) Scheme which is operated by the Revenue Commissioners.  To qualify for the Scheme, 
an applicant must be in possession of a Primary Medical Certificate. 

The extent of the involvement of Health Service Executive (HSE) personnel in the Scheme 
relates to making a professional clinical determination as to whether an individual applicant 
meets the specified medical criteria.  This determination is undertaken by Senior Medical Of-
ficers for the relevant HSE Community Health Organisation, on behalf of the Department of 
Finance and the Revenue Commissioners. 

As the matter of assessment by a HSE Senior Medical Officer is a service matter, I have 
arranged for the question to be referred to the Health Service Executive for direct reply to the 
Deputy. 

  Question No. 741 answered with Question No. 732.

06/10/2020WRWW01100Health Services

06/10/2020WRWW01200742. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the reason SouthDoc in Black-
pool, Cork, is closed; and if a timeline can be given for the reopening of this facility. [28739/20]

06/10/2020WRWW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRWW01400Health Services

06/10/2020WRWW01500743. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of patients whore-
ceived care post termination of pregnancy in maternity hospitals from January 2019 to date; 
the number of those who were for medical abortions provided by general practitioner or com-
munity, family planning or sexual health clinics; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28741/20]

06/10/2020WRWW01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service issue, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to reply to the Deputy as soon as possible.
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06/10/2020WRWW01700Health Services

06/10/2020WRWW01800744. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will request the HSE to in-
clude data on all adverse outcomes specific to medication used in the provision of termination 
of pregnancy services in the annual national healthcare quality reporting system; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28742/20]

06/10/2020WRWW01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Healthcare Quality Re-
porting System (NHQRS) aims to provide a mechanism through which data about the quality 
of Ireland’s healthcare structures, processes and outcomes can be made publicly available so 
that this data may be compared against accepted standards or best practices. The reporting of 
performance and outcome indicators is designed to enable policy makers and service providers 
to improve the quality of health service provision. Indicators are presented to allow for com-
parisons between regions, nationally, internationally and over time.

The NHRQS annual report is published by the Department of Health. Five reports have 
been published to date and the reports have evolved over time, including additional indicators 
as datasets within the Irish health service mature and become available.  

The NHQRS and its governance structure is based in the National Patient Safety Office 
(NPSO) in the Department for Health. In 2016, a multi-agency committee was re-established 
to provide oversight and advice on the strategic direction of the NHQRS; to agree the selected 
indicators in line with international trends and health policy in Ireland; to agree definitions 
and metadata for the indicators; and to prepare and present an annual report to the Minister for 
Health.

To safeguard the integrity and validity of the NHQRS, the committee agreed a procedure 
for the selection of new indicators for inclusion in the report. In addition, a transparent annual 
screening exercise facilitates consideration of those indicators to be retained or de-selected in 
future editions of the NHQRS. This exercise is designed to ensure the validity, timeliness and 
accuracy of indicator data and allow for the identification of gaps to ensure that the NHQRS 
reflects developments in our health system over time. In addition, each year all indicators are 
evaluated for the quality of the data available. This evaluation process is informed by HIQA’s 
Guidance on a data quality framework for health and social care.

NHQRS indicators are generally high-level measurements relating to healthcare system per-
formance, which can provide information on population health overall rather than on specific 
outcomes for individual patients. The NHQRS does not currently, as the Deputy noted, report 
on adverse outcomes specific to medication used in the provision of termination of pregnancy 
services. The inclusion of any new indicator is considered by the multi-agency committee us-
ing a standardised process which examines the evidence regarding international trends, health 
policy in Ireland and availability of robust data.

06/10/2020WRWW02000Health Services

06/10/2020WRWW02100745. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when CAR T-cell therapy will 
be available here; when he expects it will be approved for reimbursement; the arrangements 
that are currently being worked on in relation to facilities for the therapy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28766/20]

06/10/2020WRWW02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
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accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a com-
pany must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimburse-
ment list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

In making a relevant reimbursement decision, the HSE is required under the Act to have re-
gard to a number of criteria including efficacy, the health needs of the public, cost effectiveness 
and potential or actual budget impact.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The HSE advised that on 18 September 2018, it received an application for pricing and re-
imbursement of tisagenlecleucel (Kymriah®) for both its licensed indications:

-  for the treatment of paediatric and young adult patients up to and including 25 years of age 
with B-cell acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (pALL) that is refractory, in relapse post-transplant 
or in second or later relapse; and

-  for the treatment of adult patients with relapsed or refractory diffuse large B-cell lym-
phoma (DLBCL) after two or more lines of systemic therapy.

Following the NCPE’s completion of Rapid Reviews for both of these indications, on 22 
October 2018, the HSE commissioned full HTAs for both indications.

On 27 August 2019, the NCPE’s HTA report for the pALL indication was received by the 
HSE The NCPE recommended that tisagenlecleucel not be reimbursed for pALL unless cost-
effectiveness could be improved relative to existing treatments

On 20 September 2019, the NCPE HTA report for the DLBCL indication was received by 
the HSE. The NCPE recommended that Tisagenlecleucel not be reimbursed for DLBCL unless 
cost-effectiveness could be improved relative to existing treatments.  The HSE has confirmed 
that it engaged in commercial negotiations concerning Tisagenlecleucel with the applicant.

The HSE also advised that it received an application on 6 September 2018 for the pricing 
and reimbursement of axicabtagene ciloleucel (Yescarta) for the treatment of adult patients with 
relapsed or refractory diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) and primary mediastinal large 
B-cell lymphoma (PMBCL), after two or more lines of systemic therapy.

Following the NCPE’s completion of a Rapid Review with respect to this indication, on 22 
October 2018, the HSE commissioned a full HTA.

On 25 February 2020, The NCPE’s HTA report was received by the HSE. The NCPE rec-
ommended that axicabtagene ciloleucel not be reimbursed unless cost-effectiveness can be im-
proved relative to existing treatments.  Subsequently, the HSE engaged in commercial negotia-
tions concerning axicabtagene ciloleucel with the applicant.  

The Drugs Group is the national committee which the HSE has in place to make recom-
mendations on the pricing and reimbursement of medicines. The membership of the HSE Drugs 
Group includes public interest members. In October 2020, these three indications are expected 
to be included on the agenda of the next HSE Drugs Group meeting.
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The decision-making authority in the HSE is the HSE Executive Management Team (EMT). 
These three indications remain under consideration with the HSE, in line with the 2013 Health 
Act.

CAR-T is a novel treatment for patients with cancer. It is a patient-specific, individualised 
cell therapy that consists of genetically modifying the patient’s own T lymphocytes. Both CAR-
T therapies described above were licensed as medicines by the EU in 2018. Although licensed 
as medicines by the EMA, there are technical processes required to support the use of CAR-T 
therapy which are more multifaceted than standard drug administration. These involve a com-
plex supply chain, laboratory accreditation and other specific supports to be in place in addition 
to the drug reimbursement approval. As a result, CAR-T can only be carried out at designated, 
accredited centres which have been assessed and accredited from a quality control and a process 
management perspective. The designated site would not manufacture the CAR-T, which is a 
separate process that occurs off-site.

The NCCP have designated the National Stem Cell Transplantation (SCT) unit at St James’s 
Hospital (SJH) and the Haemopoetic Stem Cell Transplant (HSCT) unit at Children’s Health 
Ireland (CHI) Crumlin as the initial sites to develop/deliver this service for adult and paediatric 
patients on the island of Ireland.

The companies providing the licensed CAR-T products require hospitals to be technically 
ready to provide these products through an established CAR-T service. Each of the designated 
hospitals has completed a gap analysis, considering these technical readiness requirements and 
the service requirements and have identified areas where investment is required.

06/10/2020WRWW02300State Claims Agency

06/10/2020WRWW02400746. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the reason the State Claims Agen-
cy is opposing claims by those who allege they have developed narcolepsy as a result of a faulty 
batch of the swine flu vaccine in view of the fact that the claims are supported by medical proof; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28772/20]

06/10/2020WRWW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has 
a statutory remit to manage personal injury claims on behalf of Delegated State Authorities 
including the Health Service Executive. The management of cases taken by persons who al-
lege they developed Narcolepsy and/or Cataplexy as a result of receiving the H1N1 vaccine, 
Pandemrix, is delegated to SCA and, as such, the Government has no role in determining how 
these cases are conducted. I understand that it is the Agency’s preference to resolve claims us-
ing mediation where possible.

Separately, an Expert Group was established by the Government in June 2018, chaired by 
Mr Justice Charles Meenan, to examine the law in relation to personal injuries arising in the 
healthcare context and to explore alternative mechanisms by which claims could be managed 
more effectively, particularly from the perspective of the person on whose behalf a claim has 
been made. A report from this Expert Group was received by the Minister for Health and the 
Minister for Justice earlier this year, and I am considering how best to act on this report - I in-
tend to bring forward a number of reforms that are recommended.

06/10/2020WRWW02600Medical Treatment Complaints

06/10/2020WRWW02700747. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the reason the first narcolepsy 
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case related to a claimed bad batch of the swine flu vaccine to go to trial was not settled before 
an estimated €10 million was spent on the case approximately three weeks after going to trial; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28773/20]

06/10/2020WRWW02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has 
a statutory remit to manage personal injury claims on behalf of Delegated State Authorities 
including the Health Service Executive. The management of cases taken by persons who al-
lege they developed Narcolepsy and/or Cataplexy as a result of receiving the H1N1 vaccine, 
Pandemrix, is delegated to SCA and, as such, the Government has no role in determining how 
these cases are conducted. I understand that it is the Agency’s preference to resolve claims us-
ing mediation where possible.

Separately, an Expert Group was established by the Government in June 2018, chaired by 
Mr Justice Charles Meenan, to examine the law in relation to personal injuries arising in the 
healthcare context and to explore alternative mechanisms by which claims could be managed 
more effectively, particularly from the perspective of the person on whose behalf a claim has 
been made. A report from this Expert Group was received by the Minister for Health and the 
Minister for Justice earlier this year, and I am considering how best to act on this report - I in-
tend to bring forward a number of reforms that are recommended.

06/10/2020WRWW02900Medical Treatment Complaints

06/10/2020WRWW03000748. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the reason over 90 cases have 
been taken by individuals who claim they have developed narcolepsy as a result of a faulty 
batch of the swine flu vaccine are being taken to trial instead of mediation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28774/20]

06/10/2020WRWW03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has 
a statutory remit to manage personal injury claims on behalf of Delegated State Authorities 
including the Health Service Executive. The management of cases taken by persons who al-
lege they developed Narcolepsy and/or Cataplexy as a result of receiving the H1N1 vaccine, 
Pandemrix, is delegated to SCA and, as such, the Government has no role in determining how 
these cases are conducted. I understand that it is the Agency’s preference to resolve claims us-
ing mediation where possible, and that that has been offered in these cases.

Separately, an Expert Group was established by the Government in June 2018, chaired by 
Mr Justice Charles Meenan, to examine the law in relation to personal injuries arising in the 
healthcare context and to explore alternative mechanisms by which claims could be managed 
more effectively, particularly from the perspective of the person on whose behalf a claim has 
been made. A report from this Expert Group was received by the Minister for Health and the 
Minister for Justice earlier this year, and I am considering how best to act on this report - I in-
tend to bring forward a number of reforms that are recommended.

06/10/2020WRWW03200Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRWW03300749. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the terms of reference of the 
National Public Health Emergency Team. [28778/20]

06/10/2020WRWW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that the Terms 
of Reference of the National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) have been published on 
the website of the Department of Health. A link to the relevant page is attached below for ease 
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of reference:

www.gov.ie/en/collection/691330-national-public-health-emergency-team-covid-19-coro-
navirus/.

  Question No. 750 answered with Question No. 680.

06/10/2020WRWW03600Dental Services 

06/10/2020WRWW03700751. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of the distribution 
of PPE to dentists. [28780/20]

06/10/2020WRWW03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am aware of the difficulties that the 
current Covid-19 pandemic poses for the dental profession. My Department has worked with 
the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) to provide guidance to allow for the resump-
tion of the safe provision of routine care. My Department, in conjunction with the HSE, is ex-
amining the issue of the provision of PPE across all parts of the health service, including health 
service contractors.

The HPSC advises that regular PPE, which has always been used, is generally sufficient for 
routine dentistry. This is supported by the Dental Council which has indicated that dentists must 
take a case by case assessment when deciding if additional PPE is warranted.

06/10/2020WRWW03900Nursing Homes Support Scheme

06/10/2020WRWW04000752. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if a provision can be made in rela-
tion to the case of persons (details supplied) [28786/20]

06/10/2020WRWW04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is an op-
erational matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, 
as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRXX00200Hospital Appointments Status

06/10/2020WRXX00300753. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the position re-
garding a health appointment for person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28787/20]

06/10/2020WRXX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted as a direct result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic the HSE had to take measures to defer most scheduled 
care activity in March, April, and May of this year. This was to ensure patient safety and that 
all appropriate resources were made available for Covid-19 related activity and time-critical 
essential work. This decision was in line with the advice issued by the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) in accordance with the advice of the World Health Organisation. 

The resumption of services from June onwards has allowed for increased activity, with the 
HSE utilising innovative methods including telemedicine to facilitate patient appointments. Pa-
tient safety remains at the forefront of service resumption. To ensure services are re-introduced 
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in a safe, clinically-aligned and prioritised way, hospitals are following HSE clinical guidelines 
and protocols which has resulted in reduced capacity and activity 

The HSE continues to optimise productivity through alternative work practices such the use 
of alternative settings including private hospitals, community facilities and alternative outpa-
tient settings.

The National Treatment Purchase Fund has also recommenced arranging treatment in both 
private and public hospitals for clinically suitable patients who have been waiting for long pe-
riods on public hospital waiting lists.

Under the Health Act 2004, the Health Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and 
deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of 
the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide 
a treatment or a personal service to any individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

The National Waiting List Management Policy is a standardised approach used by the HSE 
to manage scheduled care treatment for in-patient, day case and planned procedures.  It sets 
out the processes that hospitals are to implement to manage waiting lists and was developed in 
2014 to ensure that all administrative, managerial and clinical staff follow an agreed national 
minimum standard for the management and administration of waiting lists for scheduled care. 

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is a service matter, I have asked the Health 
Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRXX00500Health Services

06/10/2020WRXX00600754. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if plans are being 
considered to make eye tests outside of school testing at high street opticians free for children 
under 12 years of age who are on medical cards; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that 
many children experience sight deterioration outside of school tests and the cost of the test can 
be an impediment to low income families accessing such diagnostics; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28788/20]

06/10/2020WRXX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRXX00800Health Services Staff

06/10/2020WRXX00900755. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if carers em-
ployed by the HSE who are required to travel on official business will be paid the travel and 
subsistence rates approved by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28789/20]

06/10/2020WRXX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRXX01100Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRXX01200756. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the details of the type of con-



6 October 2020

381

tracts that will be offered to the additional 700 swabbers and 500 contact tracers provided for in 
the winter plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28791/20]

06/10/2020WRXX01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 757 answered with Question No. 725.

06/10/2020WRXX01500Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRXX01600758. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the level of 
Covid-19 testing carried out in the past two weeks, by county; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28831/20]

06/10/2020WRXX01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRXX01800Care of the Elderly

06/10/2020WRXX01900759. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Health when the HSE plans to reintro-
duce day care services for the elderly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28834/20]

06/10/2020WRXX02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): We all know that 
community services such as day care and respite services play an important role in enabling 
older people to continue living in their communities and maintain their social connections. 
These services contribute to positive ageing and better overall health.  However, the introduc-
tion of physical distancing, isolation and restricted contact with family and loved ones has 
changed the usual dynamic of social interaction. 

The HSE continues to work closely with providers and community staff to identify where 
service is most required and has been undertaking risk assessments of local services.  This is to 
ensure, insofar as possible, that Day Care services and respite services can resume in the con-
text of COVID-19 and having regard for Public Health advice. 

Services will resume when it is safe to do so; when all infection prevention and control mea-
sures and the requirements of physical distancing can be maintained, so as to protect service us-
ers and staff and prevent any further spread of the virus. Some Day Centres may not be suitable 
for reopening due to the constraints of their physical environment and it will be necessary to 
continue or expand alternative service delivery models developed during recent months.  Some 
of the issues identified by the HSE include;

-  Day Care Centres operated in shared public facilities where other groups are also access-
ing the building and the risk of infection spread.

-  A number of HSE Day Care Centres are attached to HSE Residential Care Units and the 
clients of both the Day Care Centres and the residents from the Residential Care Unit are in the 
same location and use shared facilities.

-  Transport of clients to the Day Care Centres where family cannot assist. 

-  Availability of isolation areas, should a client or a member of staff become unwell.

I understand the impact that the continued delay in the re-opening of day centres and the 
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restoration of respite services is having on older people and the important role this service can 
play in their lives. I have asked the HSE to ensure that it continues to assess the risks and ben-
efits of re-opening, as well as continuing to expand and explore alternative ways of delivering 
services to this vulnerable group. I am also continuing to meet with groups that work with and 
on behalf of older people to see how they can best be supported during this challenging time.

06/10/2020WRXX02100Health Services Staff

06/10/2020WRXX02200760. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of agency staff 
employed by profession or type of employment, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28838/20]

06/10/2020WRXX02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRXX02400Health Services Staff

06/10/2020WRXX02500761. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the current vacancies within 
the HSE, by profession or type, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28839/20]

06/10/2020WRXX02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRXX02700Health Services Staff

06/10/2020WRXX02800762. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of persons em-
ployed, by profession, during the Be on call for Ireland campaign, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28840/20]

06/10/2020WRXX02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRXX03000Health Services Staff

06/10/2020WRXX03100763. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of persons em-
ployed temporarily, by profession, during the Be on call for Ireland campaign, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28841/20]

06/10/2020WRXX03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRXX03300Health Services Staff

06/10/2020WRXX03400764. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of temporary con-
tracts for the Be on call for Ireland campaign that have ceased, by profession, in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28842/20]
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06/10/2020WRXX03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRXX03600Primary Care Centres

06/10/2020WRXX03700765. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of primary care 
centres here; the breakdown by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28843/20]

06/10/2020WRXX03800766. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health his plans for the coming five 
years to increase the number of primary care centres; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28844/20]

06/10/2020WRXX03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 765 
and 766 together.

As the HSE has responsibility for the provision, along with the maintenance and operation 
of Primary Care Centres and other Primary Care facilities, the Executive has been asked to 
reply directly to the Deputy.

06/10/2020WRXX04100General Practitioner Services

06/10/2020WRXX04200767. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the ratio of population to gen-
eral practitioners for each county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28845/20]

06/10/2020WRXX04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRYY00200Medical Cards

06/10/2020WRYY00300768. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he is considering changing 
the medical card payment process for general practitioners from a fixed annual payment per 
medical card holder to paying the GP per consultation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28846/20]

06/10/2020WRYY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): General Practitioners are self-employed 
private practitioners, most of whom have contracts with the HSE to provide services under vari-
ous public health schemes. Under the General Medical Services (GMS) contract, GPs are reim-
bursed for a range of services they provide to medical card and GP visit card holders. GPs are 
remunerated for these services primarily on a capitation basis, with a range of additional sup-
port payments and fees for specific items of service.  Capitation payments provide certainty for 
GPs and for the state in relation to funding, and present a less burdensome administrative load 
on GPs and on the HSE than systems requiring claims for each individual service provided.

There are no plans at present to change how GPs are remunerated. However, the 2019 GP 
Agreement on GP contractual reform and service developments includes a commitment to un-
dertake a strategic review of GP services within the lifetime of the Agreement; to examine how 
best to ensure the provision of GP services in Ireland for the future. The outcome of this review 
will inform future contractual changes, including the possibility of changes to the method of GP 
remuneration. Preparatory work for the review is beginning this year.
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06/10/2020WRYY00500Covid-19 Pandemic

06/10/2020WRYY00600769. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if longer notice will be given to 
businesses when announcing changes to Covid-19 restrictions to prevent unnecessary losses; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28857/20]

06/10/2020WRYY00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I acknowledge the huge strain placed 
upon many business during the current pandemic. I am particularly conscious of the enormous 
impact of recent Level 3 measures on the hospitality sector, including in relation to potential 
losses relating to perishable goods when the measures come into effect. In making its decisions, 
Government is conscious of the need to balance advice from NPHET with broader societal and 
economic considerations.

However, as the Deputy is aware, the NPHET makes recommendations to Government on 
the basis of the prevailing epidemiological situation and this has been shown to change rapidly. 
The very nature of this virus does mean that quick and decisive action can need to be taken to 
break chains of transmission and to prevent the situation deteriorating further. These actions 
are taken to reduce the risk to public health and to protect the most vulnerable. We have seen 
during the first wave and again more recently that the growth rate of this disease, if mitigat-
ing actions aren’t taken, is exponential so it important that actions are taken when needed in a 
timely manner.

06/10/2020WRYY00800Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRYY00900770. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons tested for 
Covid-19 in each residential centre for persons with a disability in the CHO7 area in the past 
month; the number of persons who tested positive for Covid-19 in each of these settings; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28859/20]

06/10/2020WRYY01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRYY01100Mental Health Services

06/10/2020WRYY01200771. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to provide 
funding to prevent the closure of the mental health charity (details supplied) in Newbridge, 
County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28860/20]

06/10/2020WRYY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this is a ser-
vice matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond directly to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

06/10/2020WRYY01400Covid-19 Tests

06/10/2020WRYY01500772. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide routine Co-
vid-19 testing for persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28876/20]

06/10/2020WRYY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 
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06/10/2020WRYY01700Speech and Language Therapy

06/10/2020WRYY01800773. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of wholetime equiva-
lent speech and language therapists employed by the HSE for the catchment area of County 
Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28878/20]

06/10/2020WRYY01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

06/10/2020WRYY02000HSE Waiting Lists

06/10/2020WRYY02100774. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of adults awaiting 
speech and language therapy in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28879/20]

06/10/2020WRYY02200775. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of adults awaiting occu-
pational therapy in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28880/20]

06/10/2020WRYY02300777. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of adults awaiting 
physiotherapy in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28882/20]

06/10/2020WRYY02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 774, 
775 and 777 together.

As this is a service matter, I have asked the Health Service Executive to respond to the 
deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

06/10/2020WRYY02600Physiotherapy Services

06/10/2020WRYY02700776. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of wholetime equiva-
lent physiotherapists employed by the HSE for the catchment area of County Wicklow; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [28881/20]

06/10/2020WRYY02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service related matter, I have 
asked the Health Service Executive to reply directly to the Deputy, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 777 answered with Question No. 774.

  Questions Nos. 778 to 780, inclusive, answered with Question No. 628.

06/10/2020WRYY03300Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRYY03400781. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he has engaged a third-
party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to conduct online and or 
social media monitoring and or provide reports on social media coverage of his Department; 
if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media platforms being monitored will be 
provided. [28919/20]

06/10/2020WRYY03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I can confirm that my Department did 
not engage a third party company to conduct online and/or social media monitoring of my De-
partment for each of the years in question.
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06/10/2020WRYY03600Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRYY03700782. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of staff in his 
Department on sick leave between March and September by month in 2019 and to date 2020; 
the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time; the num-
ber of sick days accounted for by his Department over the period; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [28937/20]

06/10/2020WRYY03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The statistical information requested by 
the Deputy is set out below and relates to employees of the Department of Health.

MONTH YEAR No of Staff on Sick Leave No of Sick Leave Instances No of Sick Leave Days 

01 - January 2019 84 94 612.4 

2020 77 87 565.44 

02 - February 2019 73 78 485.61 

2020 77 83 535.16 

03 - March 2019 52 58 318.25 

2020 40 42 509 

04 - April 2019 43 45 458.16 

2020 12 12 281.75 

05 - May 2019 56 57 472.73 

2020 14 14 242.5 

06 - June 2019 37 38 395.25 

2020 13 13 228 

07 - July 2019 53 60 524.2 

2020 18 19 245.5 

08 - August 2019 58 61 611.33 

2020 12 13 168.75 

09 - September 2019 73 80 594.55 

2020 12 13 111.91 

The Department of Health applies Circular 05/2018, Arrangements for Paid Sick Leave 
regarding the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended period of time.

  Question No. 783 answered with Question No. 725.

06/10/2020WRZZ00300Health Services Staff

06/10/2020WRZZ00400784. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of additional staff or whole-time equivalents who have been sanctioned for the pur-
poses of supporting the forest service and forestry appeals process. [28366/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): A 
number of additional staff have been appointed to improve the processing of licences by my De-
partment this year including ecologists, forestry inspectors and new administrative staff. There 
have been six additional Departmental ecologists recruited this year. This means that there are 
now 14 whole-time equivalent ecologists working in forestry licensing, either as permanent 
staff members or as contract staff which is an increase from one full-time ecologist last year.

Furthermore, a competition has been concluded to recruit 13 new Forestry Inspectors, a 
majority of whom will be working in the licensing area.   

The staffing of the Forestry Appeals Committee is kept under review, with plans to appoint 
extra resources shortly to allow the Committee to sit in divisions, as per the amendments recent-
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ly introduced in the Forestry (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2020.  Additional administrative 
and technical support has been given to the FAC this year in order to assist with the increased 
number of appeals.

06/10/2020WRZZ00600Greyhound Industry

06/10/2020WRZZ00700785. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way in which funding for the greyhound industry was spent in each of the years 2015 to 2019 
and to date in 2020, for example, the amount spent on welfare and on which initiatives, in tabu-
lar form. [28113/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Rá-
síocht Con Éireann is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry Act, 
1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound industry.  
Rásíocht Con Éireann is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Ag-
riculture, Food and the Marine. 

Monies from the Fund are provided to Rásíocht Con Éireann (RCE) under certain condi-
tions as outlined below.

- RCE must comply with its obligations under legislation and the various codes, circulars 
and directives issued by Government and by my Department.

- In addition, RCE must comply with sections 14 & 15 of the Horse Racing Ireland Act 2016 
which emphasise the link between funding and delivery on strategic plans, good governance 
and reporting.

- RCE must not enter into future significant capital commitments without the prior approval 
of my Department.

- RCE must  not dispose of publicly funded assets without the prior approval of my Depart-
ment.

Decisions on expenditure are a matter for the Board of RCE.  However, funding is allocated 
under the following broad headings for the years outlined below.

Year Current Alloca-
tion €m

Capital Alloca-
tion €m

Historic Pension 
Liability

Prize Money% of 
balance

Operational grants 
to private tracks% 
of balance

Regulatory & administra-
tive costs of RCE and other 
statutory   functions of Bord 
na gCon % of balance

Welfare and Integ-
rityMinimum % of 
total Fund

2015 12.556 0.044 €853k 60 3 37

2016 14.756 0.044 €853k 60 3 37

2017 15.956 0.044 €853k 60 3 37

2018 15.956 0.044 €853k 60 3 37

2019 16.756 0.044 €853k 60 3 37

2020 16.756 0.044 €853k 60 3 27 10

Spending by RCE on regulation, welfare and integrity measures is set out in its annual re-
ports together with details of specific activities in these areas.

06/10/2020WRZZ00900EU Regulations

06/10/2020WRZZ01000786. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans in place to ensure conformity of regulations between Ireland and Northern Ireland in view 
of proposed new EU regulations governing the purchase of veterinary medicines in respect of 
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the availability and authorised dispensing of such products; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28152/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ01100787. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will ensure the continuation of the existing right of suitably qualified persons to sell veterinary 
medicines to farmers and not restrict such authorisation to qualified veterinarians; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28153/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 786 and 787 together.

EU Regulation 2019/6 on veterinary medicinal products comes into effect in January 2022. 
This Regulation is binding in full and has direct effect on all Member States. 

Two issues have now arisen

1. The new requirement under EU Law for a veterinary prescription to be issued before 
antiparasitic products can be dispensed and

2. The question as to whether Ireland can avail of a derogation in the Regulation which per-
mits professionals other than veterinarians to issue veterinary prescriptions 

In relation to the first issue, since 2004 European legislation established a requirement that 
all veterinary medicinal products that are intended for use in food-producing animals should 
be subject to a veterinary prescription.  However, a 2006 EU Directive allowed for the mainte-
nance of non-prescription status for certain veterinary medicinal products which did not pres-
ent a risk to human or animal health or to the environment. Ireland availed of the exemption in 
Directive 2006/130/EC at the time and antiparasitics were allowed to continue to be available 
without prescription.

There is a similar exemption available under the new EU Regulation 2019/6. However, since 
that time, our knowledge regarding the impact of extensive use of antiparasitics has changed. In 
2019, the Health Product Regulatory Authority’s (HPRA) Advisory Committee for Veterinary 
Medicines (ACVM) established a Task Force to review the method of supply of antiparasitic 
veterinary medicinal products that are intended for food-producing animals against the criteria 
set out in Regulation 2019/6.  A copy of the Report is available on the HPRA’s website www.
hpra.ie.

The Report states that the available scientific evidence shows that antiparasitic veterinary 
medicines that are intended for use in food-producing species do not comply with the criteria 
for derogation from veterinary prescription specified in EU Regulation 2019/6. Therefore, an-
tiparasitic veterinary medicines must require a veterinary prescription before they can be dis-
pensed from January 2022. Ireland has no national discretion on this issue.

On the second issue, there is a separate derogation in the Regulation, which allows profes-
sionals other than veterinarians to issue veterinary prescriptions, in limited circumstances, but 
only if this was provided for in a Member State’s national legislation prior to Regulation 2019/6 
coming into force in January 2019.

Ireland’s national legislation has never permitted anyone other than a veterinarian to is-
sue a veterinary prescription. Therefore, Ireland has no national discretion to now provide for 
a regime which would permit Responsible Persons in Licensed Merchants or pharmacists to 
dispense antiparasitic veterinary medicines without a veterinary prescription issued by a vet-
erinarian.
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Prior to January 2019, UK national legislation did provide for persons other than veterinar-
ians (known as Suitably Qualified Persons) to issue veterinary prescriptions. Therefore Suit-
ably Qualified Persons (SQPs) in Northern Ireland will be permitted under EU law to continue 
issuing veterinary prescriptions for antiparasitic veterinary medicinal products after January 
2022. SQPs in Northern Ireland are not permitted to issue prescriptions to anyone from outside 
Northern Ireland.

In Ireland it is only legal to buy and use veterinary medicinal products obtained from sup-
pliers who are licensed in accordance with national legislation. To do otherwise and to use 
unauthorised medicines in Ireland is a contravention to EU and Irish legislation and offending 
parties are subject to prosecution.

Across every economic activity, there are different laws and regulations that apply in North-
ern Ireland and Ireland. Authorities on both side of the border work in a cooperative manner to 
ensure national laws are respected.

I recognise these legislative changes will result in challenges for all impacted stakeholders. 
In recognition of this, my Department has established an Antiparasitic Resistance Stakeholder 
Group chaired by the Chief Veterinary Officer. Two meetings have been held to date and a 
programme of work containing over 30 antiparasitic related projects is currently underway. 
This group will examine all the issues related to the changed route of supply with two principal 
objectives:

- Protecting the efficacy of antiparasitics which are critical to the Irish pasture-based produc-
tion model.

- Establishing a regulatory system that is pragmatic, retains a substantive role for existing 
stakeholders and delivers value for money for farmers

My Department is fully committed to working with all stakeholders in considering how best 
to implement the new EU Regulations on veterinary medicinal products. There is a dedicated 
email address allowing communications on the new Regulation: vetmedregs@agricuIture.gov.
ie.

06/10/2020WRZZ01400Animal Diseases

06/10/2020WRZZ01500788. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the percentage of cattle that go down with TB and are actually that are found to have it when 
slaughtered in the factory; and the uses made of the meat from those animals. [28190/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): When 
cattle are slaughtered as reactors under the TB eradication programme, it is because they have 
tested positive for infection with TB. In the past 12 months, 20,993 cattle have been slaughtered 
as reactors under the TB eradication programme, as they are deemed to be infected with the TB 
disease agent. The test specificity is estimated at 99.98%, meaning the number of false positives 
to the skin test is estimated at 1 animal in 5,000 tested.    

Visual inspection of reactor carcases at post-mortem finds that, on average, approximately 
30% of such reactors have visible lesions of tuberculosis, meaning the infection has progressed 
to a stage where the disease process has caused such significant tissue damage that it can be 
seen with the naked eye. If a reactor does not have visible disease lesions, it does not mean it 
is not infected; visual inspection cannot detect the presence of microscopic lesions and bacteria 
within the tissues of such animals. 
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Separately from the slaughter of TB reactors, all non-Tb reactor cattle routinely slaughtered 
in Ireland are subjected to a post-mortem veterinary inspection which includes surveillance for 
lesions suspected to be caused by TB. Each year, approximately 3,600 such suspect lesions are 
identified and of these, approximately 45% are subsequently found by laboratory testing to have 
been caused by TB. The herds from which those animals came are then subjected to follow-up 
testing to identify any other undetected infected cattle.  

At Post Mortem following slaughter, the handling of any bovine found to have TB is pre-
scribed in EU Commission Regulation 2019/627 and is followed in all Food Businesses. The 
procedure is that all meat from animals in which post-mortem inspection has revealed localised 
lesions, similar to tuberculoid lesions, in a number of organs or a number of areas of the car-
case, are declared unfit for human consumption.  However, where a tuberculoid lesion has been 
found in the lymph nodes of only one organ or part of the carcase, only the affected organ or 
part of the carcase and the associated lymph nodes are declared unfit for human consumption.

06/10/2020WRZZ01700Meat Processing Plants

06/10/2020WRZZ01800789. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the num-
ber of inspectors in his Department employed as inspectors at meat processing and food pro-
cessing facilities; and the full-year cost of their employment. [28196/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In-
spectors are employed in a range of business areas throughout my Department in the areas of 
Food Safety, Animal Health and Welfare, amongst others.  

My Department is committed to the protection and safety of our food industry.

There are currently 50 Veterinary Inspectors employed by my Department as inspectors at 
meat and food processing facilities throughout the country.  The total salary cost of these in-
spectors for the 12-month period from October 2019 to September 2020 is €4,443,300.72.

Veterinary Inspectors employed at meat and food processing facilities are supported by 
other staff, including Technical Agricultural Officers and Supervisory Agricultural Officers, as 
well as Temporary Veterinary Inspectors, engaged by the Department to undertake ante mortem 
and post mortem inspection services.

06/10/2020WRZZ02000Organic Farming Scheme

06/10/2020WRZZ02100790. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applicants per county per year since 2015 for the organic farming scheme; the num-
ber of successful applicants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28219/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Under 
Ireland’s current Rural Development Plan (2014 -2020), a budget of €56m was allocated to 
fund the Organic Farming Schemes opened during this period.   This is the largest allocation 
ever to an Organics support scheme. The amount of land under organic production has seen an 
increase of nearly 50% to nearly 74,000 hectares.

The Organic Farming Scheme accepted applications in 2015 and 2016 and was re-opened 
on a targeted basis in 2019.

The details of applicants who commenced in the Organic Farming Scheme is found below.
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Year 2015 2016 2019 2019

County Successful Applicants Successful Applicants Applications Successful Applicants

Carlow 3 0 2 0

Cavan 46 14 14 1

Clare 45 16 6 2

Cork 127 49 15 9

Donegal 27 17 9 1

Dublin 3 2 3 2

Galway 55 28 8 3

Kerry 50 28 4 0

Kildare 19 10 6 4

Kilkenny 18 17 4 1

Laois 21 18 7 3

Leitrim 58 31 13 0

Limerick 69 30 8 2

Longford 20 9 1 0

Louth 1 2 2 1

Mayo 24 15 8 2

Meath 11 13 2 0

Monaghan 23 3 8 3

Offaly 32 17 3 3

Roscommon 123 40 5 1

Sligo 19 7 7 2

Tipperary 67 40 13 7

Waterford 16 9 2 1

Westmeath 34 21 3 0

Wexford 10 16 10 8

Wicklow 16 13 4 4

Total 937 465 167 60

All valid applications received in the 2015 and 2016 tranches were accepted.

06/10/2020WRZZ02300Scéimeanna Talmhaíochta

06/10/2020WRZZ02400791. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Catherine Connolly den an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara 
cén fáth nár chuir a Roinn fáisnéis i nGaeilge ar fáil don phobal maidir leis an bpróiseas com-
hairliúcháin phoiblí a bhain leis an Dréacht-Bhille Foraoiseachta (Forálacha Ilghnéitheacha), 
2020 chun go gcuirfí ar a gcumas a bheith rannpháirteach i nGaeilge; agus an ndéanfaidh sé 
ráiteas ina thaobh. [28280/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Tui-
geann mo Roinn go maith na freagrachtaí atá uirthi faoi Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla agus tá 
gach iarracht á dhéanamh chun a chinntiú go bhfuiltear ag comhlíonadh fhorálacha an Achta. 
De bharr práinn a bheith ag baint leis an reachtaíocht a ritheadh sa Dáil an 30 Meán Fómhair, 
an tAcht Foraoiseachta (Forálacha Ilghnéitheacha), 2020 anois, b’éigean an fógra maidir leis 
an gcomhchomhairliúchán poiblí don dréachtreachtaíocht a fhoilsiú faoi ghéarphráinn chun 
go mbeadh an oiread ama is féidir ann don chomhchomhairliúchán poiblí agus faraor ní raibh 
dóthain ama ann an fógra maidir leis an gcomhchomhairliúchán poiblí a aistriú go Gaeilge. 
Rinneadh an tuarascáil ar thorthaí an comhchomhairliúcháin phoiblí a fhoilsiú i mBéarla agus i 
nGaeilge áfach agus tá sí le fáil ar láithreán gréasáin na Roinne ag an nasc seo a leanas: https://
www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/ReportonConsultation-
ProcessforForestryirish250920.pdf
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Fuair mo Roinn beagnach 9,000 aighneacht le linn an phróisis comhchomhairliúcháin phoi-
blí le déanaí maidir leis an mBille chun an tAcht um Achomhairc Talmhaíochta a leasú, arb é sin 
an tAcht Foraoiseachta (Forálacha Ilghnéitheacha), 2020 anois. Léiríonn an líon mór aiseolais a 
fuarthas go raibh rannpháirtíocht ghníomhach ann le linn thréimhse an chomhchomhairliúcháin 
phoiblí agus rinneadh aon aighneacht a fuarthas i nGaeilge a bhreithniú go hiomlán dar ndóigh 
mar chuid den phróiseas athbhreithnithe ar aighneachtaí.

06/10/2020WRZZ02600Environmental Investigations

06/10/2020WRZZ02700792. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the analysis carried out by his Department into the carbon sequestration potential of conifer-
ous forests here; the comparative analysis his Department has carried out regarding the carbon 
sequestration potential of deciduous forests as opposed to coniferous forests here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28404/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): There 
have been a number of scientific studies nationally and internationally which have examined 
the carbon sequestration potential of forests. Forests provide a wide range of ecosystem ser-
vices which include carbon sequestration and storage. Irish forests are a net sink for CO2 and 
make a significant contribution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions each year.

Approximately every 5 years, my Department carry out a detailed national forest inventory 
which collects a wide range of data which is used to estimate and model the carbon stocks in 
Irish forests. It is estimated based on data collected that these forests removed on average 3.8 
million tonnes of carbon dioxide per year from the atmosphere over the period 2007 to 2016. 
DAFM also estimate that the total carbon stock in Irish forests is approximately 312 million 
tonnes which includes the carbon stored in trees, soils, leaf litter, deadwood and roots. It is 
important to note that carbon stocks are dynamic and change as the forests matures, when new 
forests are planted and when trees are harvested. DAFM are currently carrying out the 4th na-
tional forest inventory and data collection will be completed in 2021. These national forest in-
ventories are important as it provides data on a wide range of parameters which includes species 
composition, carbon stocks, including information on the health and vitality of the forest estate.

Forests are excellent at sequestering carbon dioxide however depending on the species some 
trees will remove carbon at different rates. Broadleaves and conifers sequester roughly the same 
carbon dioxide; the maximum value is approximately 150 tonnes of carbon per hectare but this 
is achieved in 75 years for spruce, compared to 180 years for oak.  However, carbon sequestra-
tion does vary from year to year depending on  management and soil type.

06/10/2020WRZZ02900Fisheries Protection

06/10/2020WRZZ03000793. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of requests made to the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, SFPA, by other EU 
member states with regard to the application of penalty points to Irish sea-fishing boat licences 
in cases in which the licence holder was found to have carried out serious infringements of the 
Common Fisheries Policy in the territorial waters of other EU member states in each of the 
years 2011 to 2019 and to date in 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28405/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ03100794. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of occasions the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, SFPA, has assigned penalty 
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points to Irish sea-fishing boat licence holders which were found to have carried out serious in-
fringements of the Common Fisheries Policy in Irish waters; the number of occasions the SFPA 
has assigned penalty points to foreign licence holders; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28406/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 793 and 794 together.

I should advise the Deputy that the monitoring and control of fishing vessels within Ire-
land’s Exclusive Fisheries Zone are law enforcement matters for the Irish control authorities.   
Under the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006, all operational issues of this na-
ture are exclusively for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) and the Naval Service.  I 
am expressly precluded from getting involved in operational matters such as those referred to 
by the Deputy.

Accordingly, I have referred the Deputy’s requests to the SFPA for attention and direct reply.

06/10/2020WRZZ03400Agriculture Industry

06/10/2020WRZZ03500795. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the financial supports available for farmers that wish to start snail farming; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28506/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): He-
licicilture, more commonly known as snail farming, is a niche farming concept. Climatic condi-
tions in Ireland are suitable for year round snail breeding and Bord Bia conducted research in 
2018 which showed the strong export market potential for snails, particularly in Europe.

Farmers interested in snail farming may wish to refer to the helpful guidance document on 
snail farming produced by Teagasc which is available on their website at https://www.teagasc.
ie/media/website/publications/2017/Snail-Farming-Fact-Sheet-17.pdf.

Furthermore, advisory support for those looking to diversify their enterprise is available 
through the Teagasc ‘Options for Farm Families Programme’ and interested farmers should 
contact their local Teagasc office, details of which are available on their website: https://www.
teagasc.ie/media/website/rural-economy/organics/Options-2020-Flyer.pdf.  Teagasc recom-
mends that potential snail farmers visit a commercial snail farm and get involved in a course, 
prior to investing any resources.

To register as a snail farmer, you must obtain a herd number for your holding (land used 
for farming purposes) from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Snail farmers 
who intend to process snails must be registered as a snail farmer with their local Department 
Regional Veterinary Office (https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/contact/regionalveterinaryoffices) 
and they must also be registered as a meat establishment with the Department’s Meat Hygiene 
Division. 

There are currently no schemes under the Rural Development Programme to support snail 
farming. However, the Deputy may also wish to note that snail farming may benefit from wider 
supports such as the Enterprise Ireland’s Innovation Voucher Scheme for which the Teagasc’ 
Food Research centres are Knowledge Providers. This scheme awards vouchers of €5,000 to 
small companies who have a business opportunity or problem. The voucher can be exchanged 
for advice and expertise. Further details can be found on their website https://www.teagasc.
ie/food/research-and-innovation/research-areas/food-industry-development/information-and-
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marketing-supports/innovation-voucher-scheme.

06/10/2020WRZZ03700Harbours and Piers

06/10/2020WRZZ03800796. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
his plans for the dredging of Howth harbour; if it remains his intention to lodge a planning ap-
plication for the Howth dredging project in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28514/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Howth 
Fishery Harbour Centre (FHC) is one of the six designated Fishery Harbour Centres which are 
owned, managed and maintained by my Department under Statute. 

Siltation in Howth Harbour has been recognised as an issue for some time, and the require-
ment for a dredging project to restore adequate depth in the entrance channel and within the har-
bour is accepted. The Harbour was last dredged in the early 1980’s.  A number of investigative 
and preparatory works and initiatives have been undertaken over the last few years in respect of 
a potential dredging project in Howth FHC. 

A final site investigation report was received in October 2016 and has been assessed by my 
Department’s Engineers. This report included vital information on the nature and amount of 
the material to be dredged. The Department also appointed Consulting Engineers in 2016 to 
advise on a number of possible developments in Howth, including a dredging project. A final 
report was issued from the Consulting Engineers in late October 2017 which confirmed that the 
concentrations of contaminants in the sediment to be dredged are such that while the material 
cannot be considered inert, it can be classified as non-hazardous. This means that dumping at 
sea will not be permitted, which in turn has a significant effect on the project cost. 

Department Engineers subsequently met with Fingal County Council, to review possible 
operational and permitting requirements. Engagement with the Council is ongoing in regard to 
exploring disposal options for the dredged material. It is my Department’s view that an option 
to re-use the dredged material to the west of the West Pier as part of the methodology for the 
project is the most effective and efficient option. 

It is estimated that circa 225,000 cubic metres of silt will need to be removed from the har-
bour in the event that a full harbour dredge is undertaken and, for illustration purposes, this is 
equated to an estimated 20,000-30,000 possible truck movements. It is also the position that if 
the option to re-use the material is not possible, the potential costs of the project increase sig-
nificantly and the overall scope of the project would have to be re-examined.

The project itself will require Planning Permission, an Environmental Impact Statement and 
a Waste License which are being progressed. The permitting process is likely to take up to 24 
months. A variety of factors will impact on the cost of a potential dredging project, including 
the disposal options, overall scale of the project, and market factors. 

The Department went to tender on the 3rd of October 2018 for a Consulting Engineering 
practice to bring the project through the planning, environmental permitting and design phase, 
and should a decision be made to progress the project, this consultant will also be responsible 
for the supervision of onsite works. The successful tender was commissioned for these works 
on the 19th of December 2018.

Site investigation works are being undertaken, as are technical and environmental impact 
assessments; however the COVID19 pandemic has had a significant effect on the ability to 
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complete the research and investigation works. These works are required as part of an overall 
planning application submission.

Overall our Capital Programme in 2020 has been affected by both the COVID19 pandemic 
and other contractual issues and I am now taking time to assess the implications of these issues 
going forward before making further commitments.

As is the case with all developments in the six Fishery Harbour Centres, any future decision 
with regard to initiating a full dredging project in Howth FHC will only be considered on the 
basis of available exchequer funding and competing national priorities.

06/10/2020WRZZ04000Forestry Grants

06/10/2020WRZZ04100797. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
dedicated sector-specific supports will be provided to the forestry sector in view of the impact 
of Covid-19 on same. [28588/20]

06/10/2020WRZZ04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Government has introduced a number of measures to make it easier for all businesses impacted 
by COVID 19 related issues to access finance. The COVID 19 Credit Guarantee Scheme is 
designed to incentivise finance providers to continue to support economic activity by provid-
ing liquidity and finance agreements to businesses.  The Scheme is targeted towards businesses 
which have experienced an adverse impact of minimum 15% in actual or projected turnover or 
profit due to the impact of COVID 19 and have difficulties in accessing credit.

The CCGS will provide an 80% State-backed guarantee on bank lending to SMEs until the 
end of this year, for terms between 3 months and 6 years, i.e. the State will take 80% of the 
losses incurred on defaults. The CGS will be administered for the State by the Strategic Bank-
ing Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and SMEs will be able to go directly to the banks, and the 
guarantee can be used for a wide range of lending products between €10,000 and €1 million, for 
terms between 3 months and 6 years. It will be available to all SME sectors, including compa-
nies operating in the forest sector.

Furthermore, as part of the Government’s response to counter the economic impact of the 
coronavirus, the Brexit Loan Scheme was repurposed as the €250million Covid-19 Working 
Capital Loan Scheme, which is open to SMEs and mid-caps (i.e. up to 500 employees). An ad-
ditional €125 million (bringing the total to €375 million) has been announced and is currently 
being put in place by SBCI.

The COVID-19 Business Loan from Microfinance Ireland supports small businesses 
through the current challenges and protect job creation and sustainment in Ireland. Businesses 
that have experienced a reduction of 15% or more in turnover or profit, and is unable to secure 
finance from banks and commercial lending providers can access the MFI COVID-19 Business 
Loan. Loans can be used for working capital or changes required by the business to manage 
COVID19. Loans of between €5,000 to €25,000 can be secured at an interest rate of 0% interest 
and zero repayments for the first six months.

These supports are, of course, in additon to the employment subsidy supports available to 
all employers in Ireland.

06/10/2020WRAAA00200EU Directives
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06/10/2020WRAAA00300798. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the cost to his Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU direc-
tives into Irish law; the breakdown, by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of each 
fine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28604/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department has not been subject to any fines arising from the non-transposition of  EU Direc-
tives into Irish law.  

My Department has an effective monitoring system in place to ensure all Directives are 
transposed on time.  In addition, my Department engages regularly with the European Com-
mission and the Department of Foreign Affairs on issues that may arise with transposing EU 
Directives.

06/10/2020WRAAA00500Departmental Bodies

06/10/2020WRAAA00600799. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the breakdown of salaries, expenses and so on paid to members and employees of an organisa-
tion (details supplied) in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and to date in 2020; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28717/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Rá-
síocht Con Éireann (RCÉ) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Indus-
try Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound 
industry. RCÉ  is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine. 

I will ask RCÉ to revert, within ten working days, with the details requested, directly to the 
Deputy.

06/10/2020WRAAA00800Agriculture Scheme Appeals

06/10/2020WRAAA00900800. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
has received an appeal from a person (details supplied) in County Cork regarding a breach of 
the nitrates regulations. [28726/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department has received correspondence from the person named seeking a review of a decision 
regarding a breach of the nitrates limits.  The Department is currently considering this corre-
spondence and a reply will issue to the person named shortly.

06/10/2020WRAAA01100Veterinary Inspection Service

06/10/2020WRAAA01200801. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 896 of 22 September 2020, the date he proposes to have a vet-
erinary presence on livestock consignments to third countries; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28748/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Programme for Government commits the Government to “provide additional resources to mon-
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itor welfare standards, by increasing the veterinary presence available on all live export con-
signments to third countries”.

My Department is assessing implementation of this commitment and the possible additional 
actions required, whilst continuing to ensure appropriate inspection and oversight of these con-
signments and indeed also dealing with the practicalities of COVID-19 restrictions.

Livestock consignments to third countries are relatively infrequent events with 9 shipments 
in both 2018 and 2019 and 7 so far in 2020. Already this year, prior to COVID-19 restrictions, 
two third country shipments have been accompanied by Department veterinary inspectors. 

To date, the feedback as regards the welfare, quality and health of the Irish cattle on these 
shipments has been positive.  My Department will continue to evaluate and modify its export 
control systems as appropriate and necessary.

06/10/2020WRAAA01400Fishing Industry

06/10/2020WRAAA01500802. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the details on any fish and shell fish quota swaps that the State has made with other EU 
States in each of the years 2010 to 2019 and to date in 2020; if he will provide the basis for these 
swaps; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28761/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): If a 
member state does not have sufficient quota for a certain species, a quota swap can be agreed 
with another member state. 

Ireland may seek an exchange of quota with another EU member state to cover a shortfall 
in quota (or effort) for a fish stock in an area for the year. Conversely, Ireland may receive a 
request from another EU member state for a quota swap.  Each swap proposal is considered on 
a case-by-case basis by my Department taking into account the views and recommendation of 
the Quota Management Advisory Committee (QMAC), taking into account ratios and market 
prices to ensure all agreed swaps are equitable.  

Quotas are swapped on a temporary basis but continuously repeated yearly exchange is also 
possible. Ireland has long established relationships with a number of EU member states where 
certain swaps are carried out on a yearly basis, provided Ireland has sufficient quota available 
for the stock for the area.

I attach details of fish and shell fish quota swaps that Ireland has made with other EU States 
in each of the years 2010 to 2019 and to date in 2020. Please note that reports on swaps that 
were carried out over the last four years (2016 - 2019) are available on the Department’s web-
site.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-10-06_pq802-06-10-20_en.docx”>List of Swaps 2010-2020</a>]

06/10/2020WRAAA01700Fishing Industry

06/10/2020WRAAA01800803. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the tonnage and value of the full annual catch of fish that has been registered as taken 
from Irish waters under the Common Fisheries Policy for each of the years 2000 to 2019, in-
clusive, and to date in 2020 including the nationality of the boats landing the catch. [28762/20]
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06/10/2020WRAAA01900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Under 
the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), official landing statistics are reported by Member States 
by ICES division, rather than by Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), and most ICES divisions 
straddle more than one EEZ area.  However, landings are also reported by ICES rectangles - 
these are smaller sub-divisions of the sea area used for statistical analysis.  While reports by 
ICES rectangles are not official landing declarations, they can be used to provide a reasonable 
estimate of the EEZ from which these landings were caught.   

Landings data by ICES rectangles are available for Irish vessels for the period 2003 onwards.  
For other Member States, this information is not routinely available.  However, the European 
Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) has collated and published international landings 
data by ICES rectangles for the period 2011 to 2016.  A more recent dataset for the period 2015 
to 2018 has also been made available however, due to GDPR concerns, the data is aggregated 
across all Member States, so it is not possible to provide a country-specific breakdown.

Based on the above data, the attached tables compiled by the Marine Institute set out the 
estimated weight (in tonnes of live weight) and approximate value (in millions of Euro) of land-
ings from the Irish EEZ by Ireland and other Member States for the period 2011 to 2018.  The 
figures for 2019 and preliminary figures for 2020 (1 January to 4 October 2020) for Ireland are 
also included.

Table 1. Estimated landings weight (tonnes of live weight) from the Irish EEZ

Year BEL DEU DNK ESP FRA IRL LTU NLD UK Total

2011 1.153t 27.958t 2.422t 39.828t 29.185t 128.966t 0.000t 51.893t 41.189t 322.594t

2012 1.137t 22.877t 10.239t 25.103t 33.132t 193.285t 0.000t 87.685t 63.505t 436.964t

2013 0.936t 29.569t 13.780t 25.938t 46.917t 163.126t 0.000t 70.969t 44.577t 395.812t

2014 0.481t 28.814t 22.895t 24.319t 42.368t 155.632t 9.592t 34.269t 84.549t 402.917t

2015 0.391t 22.177t 5.397t 22.925t 46.545t 144.946t 5.260t 47.154t 78.322t 373.117t

2016 0.324t 16.037t 11.908t 25.483t 41.179t 124.264t 2.186t 30.293t 51.587t 303.261t

2017 118.059t 375.235t

2018 133.469t 405.221t

2019 134.740t

2020* 91.008t

* 1 January – 4 October 2020

Table 2. Approximate landings value (millions of Euro) from the Irish EEZ

Year BEL DEU DNK ESP FRA IRL LTU NLD UK Total

2011 €4M €19M €1M €83M €61M €145M €0M €32M €54M €399M

2012 €4M €15M €3M €67M €70M €180M €0M €52M €72M €462M

2013 €3M €19M €4M €66M €109M €160M €0M €41M €57M €458M

2014 €1M €19M €13M €66M €99M €155M €5M €21M €88M €468M

2015 €1M €14M €4M €64M €101M €162M €3M €28M €86M €464M

2016 €1M €11M €7M €70M €102M €161M €1M €18M €65M €437M

2017 €150M €357M

2018 €165M €374M

2019 €186M

2020* €107M

* 1 January – 4 October 2020

06/10/2020WRAAA02000Fisheries Protection
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06/10/2020WRAAA02100804. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the reason that none of his predecessors signed off on the equivalent of SI 318 of 2020 
this year, before An Taoiseach did so on 26 August 2020. [28763/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As the 
Deputy is aware, the 2009 EU Fisheries Control Regulation 1224//2009 and EU Commission 
Implementing Regulation 404/2011 introduced points systems for serious infringements of the 
rules of the Common Fisheries Policy committed inter alia by the licence holder of a fishing 
vessel. These are intended to complement sanctions and promote compliance and were required 
to be in place on 1st of January 2012.  To this end, An Taoiseach, acting as Minister for Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine, signed into force the European Union (Common Fisheries Policy)
(Point System) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 318 of 2020) on 26 August 2020.

Prior to that date in 2020, possible next steps in terms of fully meeting Ireland’s EU obliga-
tions in this matter were under consideration in the context of the unprecedented annulment of 
the European Union (Common Fisheries Policy) (Point System) Regulations 2018, S.I. No. 89 
of 2018 and also the receipt by Ireland from the EU Commission of its related Reasoned Opin-
ion in July 2020.

06/10/2020WRAAA02300Fisheries Protection

06/10/2020WRAAA02400805. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the criteria on mileage and usage for vehicles that were used by the Sea Fisheries Pro-
tection Authority and then auctioned by Irish Machinery Auctions; the estimated amount that 
was raised by the sale of the vehicles and where the funds were allocated. [28783/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As 
this is an operational matter for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA), I have referred 
the Deputy’s request to the SFPA for attention and direct reply.

06/10/2020WRAAA02600Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRAAA02700806. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he has engaged a third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 2020 to 
conduct online and or social media monitoring and or provide reports on social media coverage 
of his Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media platforms being 
monitored will be provided. [28909/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department has not engaged a third party to provide reports on social media coverage of the 
Department.

Staff in my Department’s Communications Division manage and monitor the Department’s 
official social media accounts on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn. 

My Department engaged media monitoring services, including monitoring of print, broad-
cast and online news media, from Kantar Media and Truehawk Media during the period in 
question. The expenditure, excluding VAT, for this service was €9,253.51 in 2017, €13,791.44 
in 2018, €21,701.37 in 2019 and €11,200 to date in 2020.
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06/10/2020WRAAA02900Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRAAA03000807. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of staff in his Department on sick leave between March and September by month 
in 2019 and to date 2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an extended 
period of time; the number of sick days accounted for by his Department over the period; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28927/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
table below shows the number of staff in my Department that availed of sick leave between 
March and September, by month, in 2019 and 2020, as well as the number of days accounted 
for during this period.

MONTH YEAR No. of Staff on Sick Leave No. of Sick Leave Days

January 2019 436 3,325

2020 428 3,625

February 2019 398 3,029

2020 364 3,091

March 2019 330 3,062

2020 254 2,742

April 2019 302 2,873

2020 100 1,787

May 2019 296 2,791

2020 95 1,705

June 2019 266 2,678

2020 95 1,522

July 2019 280 2,722

2020 117 1,638

August 2019 231 2,681

2020 121 1,701

September 2019 319 2,869

2020 148 1,545

Pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave are dealt with under Circular 05/2018 - 
Arrangements for Paid Sick Leave.  The main provisions of the regulations for extended peri-
ods of sick leave are as follows:

Limits for Sick Leave

- 92 days on full pay in a rolling 1 year period counting back from the day before the latest 
date of absence followed by 91 days on half pay subject to:

- A maximum of 183 days in a rolling 4 year period counting back from day before the latest 
date of absence.

  Limits for Sick Leave Granted under the Critical Illness Protocol

- 183 days on full pay in a rolling 1 year period counting back from the day before latest date 
of absence followed by 182 days on half pay subject to:

- A maximum of 365 days in a rolling 4 year period counting back from the day before the 
latest date of absence.

  Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration

Regulation 6 of SI 124 of 2014 sets out the provisions for Temporary Rehabilitation Remu-
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neration (TRR).

The conditions to be met before temporary rehabilitation remuneration can be paid are:

(a) the individual concerned must have the service required for an ill health retirement pen-
sion*; and

(b) there must be a reasonable prospect that the individual will be able to return to work and 
give regular and effective service.

Regulation 6 also provides that the rate of pay of temporary rehabilitation remuneration is 
the same as the rate of pension that the individual would be paid if they were to be ill-health 
retired.

The following limits apply for payment of TRR:

Ordinary sick leave: 547 days on TRR in a rolling 4 year period

Critical Illness Provisions: 365 days on TRR in a rolling 4 year period with a provision to 
extend for a further 2 years subject to 6 monthly reviews.

*An ill health retirement pension is a pension that may be paid to an individual where he or 
she retires on health grounds.

06/10/2020WRAAA03200Community Development Projects

06/10/2020WRAAA03300808. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
amount of emergency funding provided to community projects since March 2020, by name of 
the project, sector and type of funding in tabular form. [28284/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA03400809. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of emergency funding provided to social inclusion projects since March 2020, in 
tabular form. [28285/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA03500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 808 and 809 together.

I understand that the emergency funding referred toby the Deputy relates to the COVID 19 
Stability Fund which provided up to €35 million from the Dormant Accounts Fund to organisa-
tions in the Community and Voluntary Sector and Social Enterprises. The Fund was intended 
to provide a targeted, once-off, cash injection for organisations and groups currently delivering 
critical front-line services to the most at need in our society and in danger of imminent closure 
due to lost fund-raised or traded income as a direct result of restrictions to counter the spread of 
COVID-19. The criteria of the scheme stated that any grants awarded would be dependent on 
the need identified and organisations approved for funding were prioritised on that basis.

My Department received 1,060 applications during the application periods. To date, four 
tranches of successful applications have been announced, allocating funding of €30,073,923 
to 568 organisations. This funding is now supporting the delivery of many critical front line 
services in every part of the country. Though the fund is now closed to new applications, ad-
ditional checks are continuing on a small number of applications and remaining outcomes will 
be communicated on an individual basis. 

Lists of successful applicants are available on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/
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publication/3957e-covid-19-stability-fund-successful-applicants/.

A full list of all allocations in tabular form is attached with the information requested by the 
Deputy.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2020-10-06_pq808-06-10-20_en.pdf”>Stability Scheme Allocations</a>]

06/10/2020WRAAA03700Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

06/10/2020WRAAA03800810. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of the €1 billion Rural Regeneration and Development Fund that has been drawn 
down; and if she will provide the commitment in each year to date in tabular form. [28128/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA03900811. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the amount of the €1 billion Rural Regeneration and Development Fund that has been commit-
ted for 2021. [28129/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA04000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 810 and 811 together.

Arising from the first and second calls under this scheme, 63 Category 1 projects have been 
approved for funding of €131 million and 76 Category 2 projects have been approved for fund-
ing of €35 million.  Category 1 relates to major projects that can drive sustainable rural regen-
eration and development, while Category 2 supports projects that require development funding 
to bring projects to a stage where they are ready to apply under Category 1 calls.

To date, €38 million has been drawn down for approved Category 1 and Category projects.

The yearly allocations for Category 1 and Category 2 projects is set out below: 

Year Allocation 
2019 €52m 
2020 €53m 

The allocation for 2021 will be confirmed as part of the annual budgetary process.

As signalled in the National Development Plan 2018-2027, the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund has since integrated the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and the Out-
door Recreational Infrastructure Scheme as part of its overall funding allocation, though these 
schemes continue to be delivered on a standalone basis, with separate application and appraisal 
processes.

06/10/2020WRAAA04200Town and Village Renewal Scheme

06/10/2020WRAAA04300812. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when decisions will be made under the town and village accelerated measures round 3 scheme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28567/20]

06/10/2020WRAAA04400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): This 
year’s Town and Village Renewal Scheme has been tailored to assist our rural towns and vil-
lages to respond to the challenges presented by COVID-19.
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In addition to the usual project funding under the scheme, this year the scheme includes an 
Accelerated Measure which enables towns and villages to adapt to COVID-19 and to introduce 
initiatives immediately to support increased footfall and enable people to shop and socialise 
safely in accordance with public health guidelines.

Successful projects under Round 1 and Round 2 of the Accelerated Measure have already 
been announced, with a total of €6.1 million being approved for 226 projects.  

The assessment of applications under Round 3 is currently being finalised and I expect to be 
in a position to announce the successful applications shortly.

06/10/2020WRBBB00200EU Directives

06/10/2020WRBBB00300813. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the cost to her Department to date of all fines paid by Ireland for non-transposition of EU 
directives into Irish law; the breakdown by directive of the lump sum cost and the daily cost of 
each fine; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28606/20]

06/10/2020WRBBB00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can 
confirm that there are no such cases or associated fines relating to the Department of Rural and 
Community Development.

06/10/2020WRBBB00500LEADER Programmes

06/10/2020WRBBB00600814. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
plans in place for a rollover and transition funding for the 34 LEADER companies across the 
country whose contract ends on 31 December 2020; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [28673/20]

06/10/2020WRBBB00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
LEADER is co-funded by the European Commission under the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP). The current programming period concludes in December 2020.  

Proposals for new regulations for the CAP 2021-2027 were launched in June 2018 by the 
European Commission.  However, given the nature of the discussions on the CAP and the wider 
EU Budget post-2020, there has been a delay in adopting these proposals.  This means that the 
next LEADER programme will not now commence until January 2022 at the earliest.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to prioritise a State-led programme 
to bridge the gap between the current LEADER programme and the next EU programme.  My 
Department is currently examining the best approach to deliver on this commitment.

The European Commission has also published proposals for transitional measures to allow 
for continuity between the programming periods.  The Commission’s Transitional Regulation 
is still under negotiation and there are still a number of issues to be resolved over the coming 
months, including the duration of the transitional period.

I hope to be in a positon to make decisions relating to the proposed transitional programme 
as committed to in the Programme for Government shortly, having regard, inter alia, to any ar-
rangements that may be agreed at European level.
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06/10/2020WRBBB00800LEADER Programmes

06/10/2020WRBBB00900815. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when she expects a new LEADER programme to be in place, particularly in respect of the 
34 LEADER companies across the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28674/20]

06/10/2020WRBBB01000816. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
the same format will be kept in place for the next programme of Leader, particularly with regard 
to the 34 Leader companies across the country; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[28675/20]

06/10/2020WRBBB01100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 815 and 816 together.

LEADER is co-funded by the European Commission under the Common Agricultural Poli-
cy (CAP). The current programming period concludes in December 2020.  

Proposals for new regulations for the CAP 2021-2027 were launched in June 2018 by the 
European Commission.  However, given the nature of the discussions on the CAP and on the 
wider EU Budget post-2020, there has been a delay in adopting these proposals.  This means 
that the next LEADER programme will not now commence until January 2022 at the earliest.

Once there is agreement at European level regarding the regulations for the next CAP pe-
riod, decisions will be taken in relation to the delivery of the next LEADER Programme having 
regard to, inter alia, the provisions of the EU Regulations governing the structure of future Lo-
cal Action Groups and the outcome of consultations with all relevant stakeholder groups.

In the meantime, the Programme for Government includes a commitment to prioritise a 
State-led programme to bridge the gap between the current LEADER programme and the next 
EU programme.  My Department is currently examining the best approach to deliver on this 
commitment and I hope to be in a positon to make a decision on this matter shortly.

06/10/2020WRBBB01300LEADER Programmes

06/10/2020WRBBB01400817. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the progress that has been made to ensure that the commitment in the programme for Govern-
ment that the new LEADER programme will be led by independent local action groups will be 
honoured; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28769/20]

06/10/2020WRBBB01500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Programme for Government contains a number of commitments in relation to the LEADER 
Programme, including a commitment to promote the role of independent Local Action Groups 
(LAGs), while ensuring that strong accountability and transparency mechanisms are in place to 
protect taxpayers’ money.

Over the coming months, my officials will be working through the details of all of the com-
mitments in the Programme for Government in relation to LEADER.  The first objective, as set 
out in the Programme for Government, is to prioritise a new State-led LEADER programme to 
bridge the gap between the current EU programme which finishes at the end of this year, and 
the commencement of a new EU-funded programme.  The commencement of the new EU pro-
gramme has been impacted by the delay in finalising the EU budget for the period 2021-2027.
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Decisions on the delivery of the new LEADER programme will be have regard, inter alia, 
to the provisions of the EU Regulations governing the structure of future Local Action Groups 
and the outcome of consultations with all relevant stakeholder groups.

06/10/2020WRBBB01600Departmental Contracts

06/10/2020WRBBB01700818. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment if she has engaged a third-party company in each of the years 2017 to 2019 and to date in 
2020 to conduct online and-or social media monitoring and-or provide reports on social media 
coverage of her Department; if so, the cost of same; and if the name of the social media plat-
forms being monitored will be provided. [28911/20]

06/10/2020WRBBB01800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has not engaged any company or other organisation to carry out the work described 
during the period in question.

06/10/2020WRBBB01900Departmental Staff

06/10/2020WRBBB02000819. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the number of staff in her Department on sick leave between March and September by 
month in 2019 and to date 2020; the pay arrangements that exist for staff on sick leave for an 
extended period of time; the number of sick days accounted for by her Department over the 
period; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28929/20]

06/10/2020WRBBB02100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
administrative arrangements for the Sick Leave Scheme in the Civil Service are set out in Cir-
cular 05/2018 – Arrangements for Paid Sick Leave,  and operate in conjunction with the Public 
Service Management (Sick Leave) Regulations (SI 124 of 2014) and Public Service Manage-
ment (Sick Leave) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 384 of 2015).

The Sick Leave scheme provides for the payment of the following to staff during periods of 
absence from work due to illness or injury:

- a maximum of 92 days on full pay in a rolling one year period

- followed by a maximum of 91 days on half pay in a rolling one year periods subject to a 
maximum of 183 days paid sick leave in a rolling four year period

Critical Illness Provisions (CIP) may be provided in exceptional circumstances whereby a 
longer period of sick leave is required to address a critical illness or physical injury. Sick Leave 
granted under the Critical Illness Protocol is as follows:

- 183 days on full pay in a rolling year period

- followed by 182 days on half pay subject to a maximum of 365 days in a rolling four year 
period.

Temporary Rehabilitation Remuneration (TRR) may be payable to eligible employees, if 
there is a realistic prospect of a return to work.  The following limits apply for the payment of 
TRR:

- Ordinary sick leave:  547 days on TRR in a rolling 4 year period
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- Critical Illness Provisions: 365 days on TRR in a rolling 4 year period with a provision to 
extend for a further 2 years.

The below table shows the number of staff in my Department on sick leave between March 
and September, by month, in 2019 and to date 2020.  Also shown is the number of sick days 
accounted for my Department over the period:

Number of Staff on Sick Leave by month, March to September 2019 and to date 2020

Month Sick Leave 2019Staff Number Sick Leave 2020Staff Number
March 20 17
April 16 4
May 24 7
June 25 9
July 17 6
Aug 12 6
Sept 15 11

Total Sick Days  -  March to Sept 2019 Total Sick Days  -  March to Sept 2020
746 510


